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e ) c o Second-—How long have you been m posse:sron of the saul Land7

T/zml——Who was xhe Prnpnetor of the s:ud,Land bej'ore you? and how Iong dnd he posses& L

- B - - i

Faurth—-Are )ou in: possessxon of thie ormnal Deed ot' Concesswn of the smd Lnnd ‘or of a.'
copy thereof v lf yea, W xll you be pleased to furmsh the Board wuh a cemﬁed copy of such deed}’ ‘

Eight/i—From the perusal of such Deed of Concession ani T'itre-Nouvel, have you noticed
that there are any and what differences between the quantum of Ceas et Rentes Seigneuriales, or
other charges and burthens, st’pulatel in the said Concession, and those stipulated in the said
Titre-Youvel 7 if’ yea, please state (ully for the infirmation of the Board, in what particular they
vury the one ﬁ"om the other. . ) '

N m[/z--“lmt it the exlcnt of your Land in front and dcplh. and in what Range or Conces-
* sion .»1t~1u}‘ntc ! ' )

T Lnl/a——-llee not Tilres-Nouvels lately, and when, been made and exceuted by the Habitans
. or Ccus'z[azrcs of the saild Fief? il yea, can you inform the Board whether the whole or the major .
part of the '.,ml Fubitans or Ceastlaires acceded thereto, and who was the Nofary employed in
that service ?
- '

Eleventi—Did you or did any other Censitaire to your knowicdge, at the time of p'lesing such
Titre- ¥ uz:el, comp!am ot, or; ubject {0, any, of. the cha"ges or burthens imposed upon the smd
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Thirteenth—How many Scigniorial Mills (Moulins Bannauz) are there in the said Fiek?

Fourteenth—Are the said Mills used ExcLUSIVELY by the Habitans or Censitaires of il
aid Fief for grindiug the Grain which they are hound to cause to be ground at the said Bannal
Mills? . , -

| .

Fz:ﬁteemk—-/VVere the said Mills originally built as Bannal- Mills (Moulins Bannauz) for the sole
use of the Censitaires? or were such Mills, or any of them, built and intended for grinding Grain
generally, as matter of interest or speculation on the part of the Seignior? if yes, please state how
many Mills, if there are more than one, in the said Fief, are exclusively used gs Bannal Mills by
the Censitaires, and how many as general Manufacturing Mills, and also how many are used for
both purposes ?

Szxfeentfc——lel you state,for. the information of the Board, the true and exact value of every
such Mill? distinguishing and keeping apart those Mnlls%uswely by the Censilaires as
Bannal Mills (Moulins Bannauz) from those used as Manufacturing Mills; and-also from these used
for both purposes. . ’

Seventeenth—Have you ever bought, by private Sale, or at Sherif’s Sale, or by Licilation, any
Land, or any Lot of Land or Emplacement in the said Fief, whereupon the Seignior has exercised
his'right of Refrait Comventionnel ? if yea, will you inform the Board what was the real and true
valuk\o:f such Land or Emplacement including the value of the Buildings, if any thereon, and also
state t \evalue of the Land or Emplacement without such Buildings, and at what price you had pur-
‘chased them ? .

»

Eighteenth—TIs, or is not, the. right of Redemption (Retrait Conventionnel) as exercised by

Seigniors in 'this Province, considered one of a very onerous nature, to the Censitaires ?

\ ;
N in_etm\it/z—Has any Seignior, to your knowledge, renounced his right of Redemption (Relrait
Conventionnel,) to and in favour of any purchaser or adjudicalaire in consideration ofa donus pro-
mised or paid him by such purchaser? if y;:a, will you please state the case or cases, and what was
the amount of money promised or paid such Seignior-over and above the Lods et Venles he was en-
titled to, and the amount of the purchase money in such cases, and the true value of the Propert}'
sold or adjudged ?

Twe;ztietk-—-fs thé \e.\gercise of the right of Redemption (Refraif) of rare or fretiuent occurrence
in the said Fief? - .

Tuwenty-first—Do you consider the right of Lods ef Ventes due to Seigniors on every Sale, or
act equivalent to a Sale, one of a very onerous and burthensome nature o the Censttarres ? is it to
your knowledge, generally complained of? and are the Habitans or Censitaires desirous of relieving
themselves from the pay ment of . this right? and are you of opinion that it is their wish to commute
with 1he1r Seigniors in re!anon to that, and other Sewmonal charges and burthens 7

Tuwenty-second—Among the many charges and reservations made in favour of the Seignior in
the original Concession of your Land, or in the T'étre-Nouvel which may have been executed for

the same, is there a clause whereby the Seignior reserves for himself and his successors, all or any

part of the Pine or Ock Timber growing on the said Land?

Twenty-third—TIs, or ‘is not such a reservation of a very onerous ar:d burthensome nature?
docs it, or does it not impede the Censitazré in clearing his Land and making the Fusua[ and requisite
improveménts in the way of cultivation? and is, or is not this reservation and charge loudly and
generally complained of?

Twenly-fourth—Have you or have any Ce;}silaires holding Land en rofure, in the said Fief
or Seigniory ever applied to the Seignior to obtain from him a2 commutation of Tenure into the Tenure
of Franc Alev Roturier or into any other and what Tenure 2 If yea, please inform the Board how
many applications were made and by whom, if you know, and state further, whether these
applications were granted or not, and if not, state the reasons why ; and 1f granted, state upon what
terms and conditions. '

~



Twenty-fif th—If you or the Censifaires of the said Fief have not already applied to your Seignior
for a commutation of Tenure, would you have any objection to commute the Seigniorial Tenure mto
thatof Franc Alew Rofurier or into any other and what Tenure? if you have no objection, say 50, -
and state what Tenure you would prefer, other than the Seigniorial Tenure; but if you object to a
change of Tenure, please state to the Board your reasons of objection.

Twenty-sizth—Have you, or has any other Aadifant, to your knowledge, ever applied to_your
Seignior, or to the Seignior of any other Fief, to obtain: from him Land in Free and Common Soc-
cage, or under any other and what Tenure? if yea, state the number of applications, for what ex-
tent of Land, whether wild or improved Land, and the Tenure agked for; on what condmons, and

whether such applications were granted or mfused, and if refused why.
1 .

Twenty-seventh—Do you, or do you not consider the right of exacting Lods et Venles on Sales,
ot Acts.equivalent to Sales, of Lots or Emplacements,’ lying and situate in Cities, Towns and popu-
lous Villages, to be of a veiy onerous and burthensome nature and much more objectionable than

the Country generally ? and does, or does not the value of the Buildings erected on such Lots or
x;;lacements generally amount to double that of the Lot or Emplacement wherr bare and without

s

Buildings ? ) -
\znty-dghth—ls, or is not the right of Lods et Vendes in such a case highly injurious to in-
us d .commerce, and is 1t, oris it not very generally complained of as a hindrance to public
improvement ? :

H * \

e

Twenly-ninth—Can you slzgges “to-the Board, any plan or' scheme of Commutation whereby
the right of Lods-et Ventes might be estinguished, as well as the right of Redemption, that of
Bannality and the reservations made by Seigniors of.the Pine_and Oak Timber growing on lands
held en roture? 1If yea, will you please state fully, for the information.of the Board, what plan or
- scheme you would recommend to effect this desirable object.

Thirtietl—Has the Seignior of the Fief of which you are Censilaire, or have his auf
Predecessors to your knowledge, ever conceded any Wild Lands (Terres en bois debout) to any N
person whatsoever, on the usual and ordinary terms of the oldest concessions in the said Fief or
Seigniory, with a private understanding between the Seignior and the Grantee, that such Wild Lands
(Terres en bois debout) should be afterwards sold in their wild state, and the price or consideration

"of such sale shared with the original Grantee? If yea, will you please state for the information of
the Board, in how mén) instances this has occurred, the names of the Seignior and Grantee, in each
case, and the consideration in money subsequemly obtained by virtue 'of such sa]e or sales, and how
‘and in what proportion shared.

Thirty-first—Have any actions ever been instituted by yourself or by any of your aufeurs or
predecessors or by others, to eancel and annul Contracts, such as those mentioned in the preceding
Interrogatory, which has been entered into, either with the Agent of such Seignior, or the person in-
terposed by such Sexgmor, and to recover the price or sum so paid? if yea, be pleased to state, for

the information of the Board, the names of the parties to ‘such Suit or Action, when brought, the
nature of the Actuon, in whal District and in what Court instituted, the date of the Judgment, il -

any rendered, and in whose. favour.
Vo ’

| Thirty-second—Have any and how many inhabitants, to your knowledge, ever applied to your

Seignior or to any other Seigni“or, to_obtain Grants or Concessions en Roture of Wild Lands (Terres

‘ en Bois debout), upon the terms and conditions usual and current previous and up to the year one

thousand seven hundred and elev\'en? If yea, have such applications been granted? If nay, state the

} .
reasons why, if you know them.

Thirty-third—Can you fro;h any original Grant or from any old Title in your possession, state
with certainty, the quanfum of Cens ¢t Rentes, and other charges and burthens which were affixed
to the Concessions of Wild Lands ( Terres en Botis debout) at that early period of the settlement of
the Country? If yea, please state such rates and charges fully, for the information of the Board.

Thirty- fourt/z—Has your Seignior or hns auteurs or predecessors, ever sued you of your
auleurs or predecessors, to your knowledge, for not settling upon (fenir feu et liew) or clearing

&£



and cuftivating within ‘the time Timited in"ths Deed of Concession bf your Land, the Wild Land,
(Ter)'es en Bozs'debout), S0 couceded to'you: or to your aufeurs and ,predeues*ora’l If yea, will you
please “state the names of the pame« when' the action as bmu'Jht, the nature of such action,
whether en reumon «a Domaine, or otherwise, and the Judgment rendered, if any, in whose favor,

when, and by what Court and in what District ?

v T/m't Y- jlft/z—Have you, or have your aufeurs or prodeceasor\, or any other mlubnant, to
your Lnowledge, ever instituted any action-or activns against any Seigior, on refusal by such Sei- --
omor to grant or concede them, en Roture, Wild Lands (Terres en Bois debout,) 1o compel sucle
Sewmor to make such grant, and to execute the usual and ordinary Deed or Te? It yea, be
pleased to state the names of the parties, the nature of the actions, when and where instituted, the
Judgment rendered, and in whose favour.

Thirty-sixth—Do you know of any action “having been instituted by any inhabitant against &
S"ignior, to compel such Seignior to concede any Wild Lands ( Terres en Bois debout,) upon the same

. termns and Conditions as those imposed on the Wild Lands (Terres en Bois de bout,} alieady conceded in

his Sucmory (auz mémes drotls imposés sur les autres Terres concédées dans lu dite Seigneurie) ¢
If yea, state the names of the parties, thé nature of-the actions, when msxrtuted 4in what Court, the
date and nature of the Judgment, and in whose favour. -7

Thirty-seventh—1If you know not of any such actions, do you know any Seignior who has
refused, on application made to him, to concede Wild Lands (Terres en Boi's debout,) in his Fief or
Seigniory, on the terms and conditions stated in the preceding question? If yea, state the names of’
the applicants, and the names of the Seignior who so refused, and when such refusal occurted.

3
-

Tkirty-eighth—Have the Censitaires of any Fief or Seigniory in the Province, to your know-:

ledge, ever complained o the copstituted Authorities in the Country of the Scigniorial Tenure
28 P \ } y g

generally, or of any of its burthens in particular, and of whicli? If yea, wiil you state what was

“the’ nature of such complamt<, whether they were made atdifferent periods, and rrcnemlly throgghout

the Province, or only in certain sections, and if so, state in what sections ?
S * !

Thirty-ninth—Would a change of Tenure, in your opinion, improve the condition, and promote

the welfare of the people? If yea, what otber Tenure would you recommend ?
’ —~

Fortieth—Have you ever maturely considered the subject? If yea, will you point out a scheme:
or plan, whereby the difficulties and inconventences which have resulted, and may hereafter result
from the Seigniorial Tenure may be removed, in a manner consistent with justice to all parties
concerned ?

-

& Forty.first—Can you point out to this Board a plan whereby a general and uniform system of”
Commutation, on a fair apd equitable basis, might be established 7 If yea, will you please state so,
fully, in answer to this question.

Forly-second—Do you think it at all practicable to modify the Seigniorial Tenure, as at present
existing, so as to relieve the -Censifaires of the many heavy burthens whereof they complain, without

abolishing it altogether, and without injustice to the Seignior? 1If yea, please state, fully and at ~

Jarge, for the informatiorr of this Board, what means; in your opinion, ought to be employed to effect
so desirable_an object? ' '

/ Forty-third—Admitting that you should be of opinion that a Conmmutation of Tenure ks

become necessary, that it is the wish of the Censifaires generally, and.that the Seigniors, or the

major part of them, are ready and willing to Commute, would you consider the appointment of
Arbitrators, indifferently chosen by the Seignior and Censitaire, with power to the said Arbitrators,
to name an Umpire (T7ers arbitre) in case of aﬂdilﬂ'erenre of opinion, a fit and proper mode ¢f esta~
blishing the rights and interests of the vespective p:;rties‘! If nay, what other course would you
suggest ?

!
Forty-fourth—Have you ever seen the Bill intitu'ed, “ An Act to provide for the voluntary
sommutation of the Seigniorial Tenure in the Seigniories of Lower Canada?? If yea, would thad
4 . L
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Bill, if passed into a Law, in your opinion, meet-the wishes of the people? If nay, will you please
state fully the objections entertained against the whole, or any part of the said Bill %—(In case you

“ have riot seen the said Bill, a copy is herewith handed you.)

i

Forty-fifth—Will you be pleased to favor the Board with a list of the several Seignioral Rights,
Charges, and Reservations, which your Seignior claims and demands of you as his Censifatre under
and by virtue of the Grant and Title under which he holds his Seigniory or Fief, or of the Deed of
Concession, under which you hold your lands in his Fief or Seigniory 2

‘ Forty-sizth—Will you be p]eased to furnish the Board with your opinion as to the most equita-
ble mode of establishing the value in money, “of each of the said Sexgmonal Rights, Charges and
Reservations with 2 view to theirredemption in money, should such a measure be recommended? -

. Forty-seventh—What scale or rate would you propose as the basis for the calculation of the
value in money, of the several Seigniorial Rights to which youare subjected as one of the Censtigires
of the said Seigniory or Fief ?

Forty-eighth—Should there be any matter relating to the important subject of the foregoing
Interrogatories, and omitted therein, which_in your opinion would afford further information to the
Board, will you-be pleased to state the same, in as full and ample a manner, as if you bad been
partlcularly requested so to do ?
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