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C.M.B.A. Ceremonial

Form of Initiation of Members

and Installation of Oflficers.

The officers' positions in branch chamber will be
as appears in diagram printed herein.

DESIGNS TO BF. PLACED OVKR THE OFFICERS*
STAT'.ONS.

Ovei* the President's chair shall be plecad a de-
sign of a plain Passion Cross, emblematic of faith.

Below the Cross and under the same frame or on
same substance shall be a design of clasped hands
as emblematic of brotherly love, imity, and affection,
and on the central pedestal a Crucifix not less than
18 inches in height.

INSTRUCTIONS.

In order to have the ceremonies of the branch
conducted in an impressive and eloquent manner,
all officers should commit their parts to memory.
Reading the ceremonies destroys their effect, and
will soon cause members to lose interest in the work.
New members are never supposed to know what

is in store for them previous to the initiation, so
that the more solemn the initiation is made the more
lasting effect it will have and the more energy and
enthusiasm it will instil into them for the upbuilding
of the Association.
Where it is possible, a Catholic hymn or ode

should follow the opening prayer and precede the
closing prayer.



While candidates are going to and from the re-

spective stations during the initiation ceremonies
appropriate Catholic hymns, accompanied by music,
should be sung.
Smoking must not be permitted in the brarch

chamber.

DUTY OF MKMBEHS KNTERING OR LEAVING DUKING
SESSION.

It shall be the duty of all mt nbcrs entering the
room during session to advance to the central
pedestal and salute the Chair, and there remain until

they are answered by the Chair, and no member
shall leave the room during session without permis-
sion from the Chair, after saluting and receiving
notice from the same.



MEETINGS.
The hour of meeting having arrived, the follow-

ing shall be the opening ceremonies

:

President—The members will come to or-
der, and the officers will occupy their respective
stations. The Guard will please invite the
members in to take part in the meeting. Bro-
ther Marshal, are all present members of the
Association and qualified to sit with us?

The Marshal on rccei/ing the inquiry will salute
and make the circuit of the hall, and if whilst so
doing he finds a person that has not the current
password, he will take name and number of branch,
return to the central pedestal, salute the Chair and
say:

Marshal—Brother President, I vouch for
all present except (give name, etc., of the
stranger) as members of the Catholic Mutual
Benefit Association of Canada.

The person challenged will be escorted by the
Marshal to the pedestal and will answer such ques-
tions as may be asked of him; if the answers he
gives are satisfactory and he is found to be a mem-
ber in good standing, the Financial Secretary will
give him the current password; if the answers are
not satisfactory, the Chair shall instruct the Mar-
shal to conduct the person or persons from the
Branch hall.

President—Brother First Vice-President,
what is the object of this Association?



First Vice-President—To encourage by
all honorable means, Christian union and mu-
tual protection for our members, and those

dependent on them; and also by means of
Christian books and literature approved by our
vSpiritual Adviser, to educate members and
their families in piety, integrity and frugality.

President— Brother Second Vice-Presi-

dent, such being the objects of the Association,

what is our first duty?

Second Vice-President—To invoke the

blessings of God on all our undertakings.

President—Such being our duty, the Spir-

itual Adviser (or Chancellor) will recite the

opening prayer.

The President strikes four blows of the gavel,

when all present will kneel during the prayer, and
so remain until ordered to be seated by the Presi-
dent giving one blow of the gavel.

PRAYER.

"In the Name of the Father," etc.

"Our Father," and "Hail Mary," and "Glory be to

tiie Father," etc.

"May the souls of the faithful departed members
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen."

"In the Name of the Father," etc.

No person shall be allowed to enter or leave the
room durin*? prayer.

President—We will now sing our opening
hymn (or ode).



Prf.sident—Mr. Chancellor, now that the

object of our Association has been duly stated,

and having opened our meeting with prayer,

what is Still necessary to attain the objects for

which we are banded together?

Chancellor—There should be due espect

paid to all mandates of our Grand Council or

President ; all decrees from our Grand Council

or President, and to the orders of our supe-

riors; the laws of our Association should be

observed and strictly enforced ; no unnecessary

debate should take place, proper decorum
should be observed, and business should be

promptly transacted.

President—I now declare this meeting of

Branch No. — . of the Catholic Mutual Benefit

Association of Canada, opened in the usual

manner. The members will refrain from all

private conversation and give undivided at-

tention to the business that may come before

the meeting.

The regular order of business will then be taken

up.

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

Section 197.—The following is the Order of Busi

ness, which, however, may be transposed to suit tlic

convenience of the branch, but no order must be

left out or otherwise changed

:

1. Marshal to make requisite examination and re-

port to the proper officer.

2. The branch to open in due form.

4u-*-i'i6V;*»;>'tr-='.^';j»- r>£.A*.''^^ rir
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3. The roll of officers called and those present and
absent noted,

4. Reading of the minutes of the last regular and
intervening meetings.

5. Initiation of elected candidates.

6. Report of Trustees and balloting for candidates.
7. Applicants for membership and reference for

mvestigation.

8. Reports as to sick brothers or brothers' families
in distress.

9. Reading of communications, notices and bills.

10. Report of special and standing committees.
11. Notices of unemployed brethren.

12. Unfinished business.

13. New business.

14. Payment of dues and assessments.

15. Good of the Association.

16. Financial Secretary's report of receipts.

17. Recording Secretary's report of orders drawn
and Treasurer's report of disbursements and presen-
tation of vouchers for deposits.

18. Close in due form.

MKTHOD OF BALLOTING.

Under this order of business, the Marshal shall
first report the number of members present, which
the Secretary will record ; he shall then examine the
ballot-box to see that it is correct, and also allow
the President to examine it at his station; the Pre-
sident shall then cast his ballot; the Marshal shall
then proceed with the L Jlot-hox to the First Vice-
President, Second Vice-President, and Chancellor,
respectively, that they may vote without leaving their
stations

;
the Marshal shall then place the box on the

central pedestal with the opening toward the First

ms^^^^mm^^^m^im^tm^^^^^^^^r



Vice President's station, cast his vote and resume
his position and retain it until the President declares
the ballot closed. Balloting should proceed, com-
mencing at the right of the Chair, and no member
shall be nearer than six feet to a member balloting
under penalty of a reprimand or fine; every mem-
ber must vote unless excused by a majority vote.
If it shall appear that the balls are all white, or that
not more than two black balls for the first ten mem-
bers present and entitled to vote, are cast, or no
more than one black ball in addition to said two of
each additional ten members or fraction thereof
present and entitled to vote, the applicant shall be
declared elected. If in the first ballot a candidate is

blackballed, a second ballot shall be had on same
candidate, before which the President may allow
such time as he considers proper for explanations to

obviate mistake or certify identity, but no member
shall say how he voted. When the Chair raps for
order, debate shall cease, the second ballot will be
immediately proceeded with, and its decision shall

be final ; no explanations, reconsiderations, appeals
or debates shall be allowed upon it. The declaration
of vote shall be made as follows: When the Chair
asks, "Have all voted?'' and no one rises to vote, he
will say, "I declare the ballot closed." The Marshal
then proceeds with the ballot box to the First and
Second^ Vice-Presidents' and Chancellor's stations

respectively; they examine the ballot, the Marshal
then allows the President to examine the same, who
thereupon says : "Brother First Vice-President, how
do you find the ballbt?" The First Vice-President
responds, "favorable" or "unfavorable," as the case
may be. The President then asks the Second Vice-
President and Chancellor the same question, and
they respond in like manner. If there is any dis-

agreement on count, all the said officers shall pro-
ceed to the central pedestal and examine the ballot

box. If they all agree, and the ballot is favorable,

«r .^^mm*^^.mtr^



the President says, "Favorable here; I declare— duly elected a member of Branch No. —, of
the Catholic Mutual Benefit Association of Canada,
and upon being initiated, signing the roll and the
payment of beneficiary and dues, hfc will become
entitled to all the rights and privileges of this As-
sociation " If rejected the Chair simply states, "I
declare duly rejected; the Secretary
will return to him his application fee." Same de-
claration of rejection shall be made in case of an
unfavorable report of Tra . cs on a candidate.

!"»i?"ws'Si^s?B^»WHHft'5w;?wssi^. f'ayyggg<"-"MWJiaAy 'P*g'MHg"gj-



INITIATION.

The lessons of initiation are based upon Faith,

Hope and Charity. Cover pedestals at each station

with a white cloth, two lighted candles upon same,

between which place at President's station a black

cross—Faith. At the First Vice-President's station

an Anchor—Hope. And at the Chancellor's station

a Heart—Charity.

When the time for initiation is reached, if there

be a candidate or candidates, the initiation shall

proceed as follows. When a priest is to be initi-

ated, the following ceremony is to be dispensed w^ith,

except the signing of the roll-book and payment of

monthly beneficiary payment and dues

:

A suitable selection of simple church hymns should

be provided to be sung during marches, and at other

proper times during initiation ceremonies.

President—Brother Marshal, please ascer-

tain whether there are candidates in waiting

for initiation.

Marshall—Brother President, I shall as-

certain.

After saluting the Cliair, the Marshal proceeds

to the ante-room, and on returning says

:

Marshall
Messrs.

Brother President, I find

- are waiting to be initiated as

members of Branch No. — , of the Catholic

Mutual Benefit Association of Canada.

If there be no candidates in waiting, the Marshal
shall so report and the business will proceed.

• trSCSS^BBC*'; S^f ^WJ^-:'SS^Bi^'9m^S^^¥iF^<fS^KF^n^f
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Prksident—Brother Recording Secretary
have Messrs. been duly elected mem-
bers of this branch ?

Recording Skcretary—Brother President
they have been duly elected members (or not'
as the case may be).

'

President—Brother Financial Secretary
you will accompany the Marshal to the ante-
room and collect from the candidates one
monthly beneficiary payment and one month's
dues.

The Financial Secretary, upon returning from theante-room, advances with the Alarshal to the central
pedestal, salutes and says

:

«-enirai

Financial Secretary—Brother President
in obedience to your command I have collected
from Messrs. one monthly beneficiary
payment and one month's dues.

The Finnncial Secretary and Marshal then returnto their stations.

Pre.sjdent-Brother Chancellor, I am in-
formed by the Marshal and the Financial Sec-
retary that Messrs. are waiting in the
ante -room to be initiated into this branch- they
have been duly elected and have paid the re-
quired payments and dues, and if there is no
objection the initiation will now proceed.

The President awaits objection; if there is nonene says

:

• 'v.-^«SS.*^. KSr5?>S*i:^*5^»r-'??'
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President—Brother Chancellor, proceed to

the ante-room, ask the candidates the necessary
questions, call attention to the solemn obliga-

tion they are about to take and see if they
are fit candidates to be enrolle/l as members of
this Association.

Chancellor advances to central pedestal, salutes the
President, „.ifl says:

Chancelor—Brother President, as directed

by you, I will enquire as to the fitness of the

candidates.

The Chancellor then goes to the ante-room and
asks candidates the following questions

:

Chancellor—Candidates, you are now
about to become members of the Catholic Mu-
tual Benefit Association of Canada. Before
taking the obligations of our Association you
are required to faithfully answer the following
questions ; if at any time in the future it is

discovered you make untrue answers, you for-

feit all rights to membership in our Associa-
tion.

1—Are you practical Catholics as defined by
our Holy Church?

2—Did you perform your last Easter duty?

3—Are the statements made by you in your
application and medical certificate true?

4—Do you hold membership in the order of
Free Masons, Odd Fellows, Knights of Pv-

II III III 1^1 :r--c;^i^.s»»tlOK<??sn^-.
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branch, together with the cause of Svbg!

CHANCELLOR-Brother President the canHi

have been taken into the br?n.h^'v. "",5'^ <^andidates
only those who ai^e members ^ '"'^''' ^"^ ^J^^"

Presidknt—Brother Mar<;hnl ^^^.^-^
-'^elf with all the necessary ar-r^^/^l"^"
a<;<5i'cfo«tc •

"cccbsary articles and ableassistants, m preparing the candidates fnr.Tmission to the branch chamber
^^'

The Marshal then retires to tu^ . x
pares the candidates/bl ndfo ds^L^"*'T°°'"' P''*-
Jn smgle file, himself leading .n^T' P^?"^ them
ante-room door gives three faps

^^^^"^'"^ ^o the

^j^GuARH (on the inside) says-Who comes
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MARSHALL~It is I, with fit and willing can-
didates who seek admission to our ranks.

Guard—Brother President, the Marshal is

at the door with fit and willing candidates who
seek admission to our ranks.

All lights will now be put out or turned low as
possible, except the candles on the pedestals.

Prrsident—Brother Guard, allow the Mar-
shal with the candidates to enter.

The initiatory ode will now be sung.

The Marshal leads the candidates around the
chamber to a point opposite the President.

Marshall—Brother President, I present to
you some worthy Catholic men who seek ad-
mission to our ranks; they come of their own
free will and thus far they have complied with
every requirement.

President—My friends, I bid you welcome.
The Worthy Marshal will uncover your eyes
while with this emblem (takes up the Cross)
of our salvation, I call your attention to the
first of the three divine virtues upon which as
a society of Catholic men our Association rests
—Faith. To lead a well-ordered life here and
to attain to our true destiny hereafter, it is
necessary to know God. To gain this knowl-
edge IS our first duty here below, and it is
brought to us through Faith in the truths which
God has revealed. Christian Faith is that firm
conviction brought to our souls by the grace of
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God that all that Jesus Christ taught on earth
IS true, as well as all that the Catholic Church
teaches by the commission she lias receivedfrom Him. Know then and try each day to
lealize more and more that our Faith is a pre-
cious gift of God that we must cherish above

tJ ?v , r
'' ^ ^'°"°"' "^*it that we must

let shine before men that they mav see ourworks and glorify our Father who is in heavenLet your Faith, therefore, be at all times firm,
hving, active, that men seeing youi well-ordered

Chrisr^^^
''' ^^^* ^''" ^^""^ ^^^ ^^'^'' °^ J^'"^

Prlsldent'lSs:'"" ''' '''''''
'' '""^ ^^-^^^^ the

PRESIDENT-Take the Cross, Brother Mar-
shal, and conduct our friends to the First Vice-
President.

at^^ie^Fir.^ vf"^"?' T'''^ ^^?'"- On arrival atat tne l^irst Vice-Presidents station:

MARsnAL-Brother First Vice-President
our Brother President bids me present to you
these worthy Catholic men, with this Cros.
emblematic of our faith.

'

Places cross on the pedestal beside the AnchorRemoves blindfolds.
-^ncnor.

First VicE-PREsiDENx-My friends. I echo
the welcome of our Brother President iust ex-
pressed to you. I receive the Cross you
brought me from him and placed beside "the

SStl»SP« mS'-^
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Anchor before you which is emblematic of
Hope, the second of the three divine virtues.

The foundation of Christian Hope is Faith.

By Faith we know that God, our Father, is

infinitely true, infinitely powerful and infinitely

good. Christian Hope, therefore, is the con-
fident expectation of all those things which
Christ has promised us with regard to the ful-

filment of God's holy will. The fulfilment of
God's will brings God's grace, temporal goods
to sustain life, the forgiveness of sins, help
in our necessities and answer to our prayers.
Carry out God's will and you can with full

confidence hope for all the blessings promisee
by Christ. This hope will fill you with a
wholesome fear of falling into sin. For trust

in God and distrust of ourselves are like the
two arms of a balance, as one rises the other
goes down; the more we distrust ourselves,
the rnore we confide in God. As with Faith,
so it is with Hope ; we can attain to it only by
the sanctifying grace of God. The nearer we
come to the time of our departure the more
our hope should expand, like the river becom-
ing wider as it approaches the sea. Hope
makes you patient and courageous in suffering,
and above all in the face of death. Hold fast,

therefore, to this true anchor of the soul.

Candidates, you are brought hither to this

branch chamber blindfolded, deprived of the
sight with which you have been endowed from

H^



15

birth, you then could realize an infinitesimal
part of the vague dread and uncertainity which
prevails in the absence of sight, one of God's
most priceless gifts, cherished as unto life,
you stand here in numbers, yet you are as one
bereft of the senses; bewildennent enfolds
you

; a touch, a sound, causes an agony of ap-
prehension, you dread what the future mo-
ments hold in store. To attempt to struggle
in darkness, of what avail your strength, your
cunning, your courage? In this crisis,' we
would have you pause, and passing beyond this
momentary physical loss, consider your condi-
tion as exemplifying the state of 'man's soul
before receiving the li^ght of divine faith. By
this faith the scales are removed from the eyes
of the soul and it is raised from the natural
to the supernatural, and is enabled to obtain
that heavenly bliss, prepared bv God. for His
angels and Ills saints.

Ihe holy Apostles, though poor, uneducated
men, were imbued with the wisdom of the
TToly Ghost, confounded the wisest of the an-
cients, princes, philosophers and scribes, who
were possessed of the highest worldly phil-
osophy, the polished sophistry of ct .'furies.
This lesson, then, should impress upon you the
grandeur of our holy religion, that religion
which elevates the soul from the natural to the
supernatural and makes it heir to God's Holy
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Kingdom. You will now repeat with me the
articles of that faith, the Apostles' Creed

:

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,—
Creator of heaven and earth,—and in Jesus
Christ. His only Son, our Tx,rd—Who was
conceived by the Holy Ghost,—born of the
Virgin Mary.—suffered under Pontius Pilate,
—was crucified, dead, and buried.—He de-
scended into hell,—the third day He arose
again from the dead. -He ascended into Heav-
en.—and sitteth at ti right hand of God, the
Father Almighty,—from thence he shall come
to judge the living and the dead.—I believe in
the Holy Ghost,—the Holy Catholic Church,—
the communion of saints,—the forgiveness of
sins,—the resurrection of the body—and the
life everlasting.—Amen.

The Worthy Marshal will now have the
blindfolds replaced on the candidates' eyes and
conduct them to the Chancellor.

The Marshal will take the Cross and Anchor and
conduct the candidates to the Chancellor's station,
where he will place the emblems on the pedestal—
the Cross in the centre, the candles in front. The
eyes of the candidates are again uncovered.

Marshal—Brother Chancellor, in behalf of
tliese worthy Catholic men who seek admis-
sion to our ranks, I offer the Cross of Faith,
the Anchor of Hope, to be placed with the
emblem of your station, the Flaming Heart
emblematic of Charity.

a»n:i»f«^e"*M:i;'.^-;:;«i^.'ysri.^3v^>n/iii^Rg^£!i^^^:^i^^
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Chancellor— My friends, the house of
God, which is the holiness that leads to salva-
tion, is founded in Faith, built upon Hope, and
finished in Love. Our Divine Master teaches
us

:
"Thou Shalt love the Lord, ^hy God, with

thy whole heart, with thy whole soul and with
thy whole mind, and with thy whole strength."
This is the first commandment. And the sec-
ond is like to this : "Thou shalt love thy neigh-
bor as th>self." Know then that he who fulfils
these two commandments of charity keeps all
the Commandments, and he who is without the
love of God and his neighbor cannot be saved.
If any man says, "I love God, and hateth his
brother, he is l liar," says St. John, Our love
of our neighbor is therefore the best test of
our love of God. Our love of God teaches us
to think of Him, tells us to avoid what might
separate us from Him, and urges us to labor
to promote His glory, and helps to accept will-
mgly all that comes from His hand. This
same charity necessarily teaches us to love our
fcllowmen. We must love our neighbor be-
cause we see our Lord in his person, and from
this high motive we are to be ready at all times
to do good to him. Let this, therefore, be ever
the quality of our charity. For know well that
Charity is the one eternally abiding virtue
Our Faith will one day be turned into knowl-
edge. Our hope will cease in the realization of
Christ's promises, but our Charity will live
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forever in loving God and His holy ones in
licaven.

The candidates will now be conducted to the Presi-dent s station, where the covers are removed from
neir eyes.

When the candidates are placed before the Presi-dent the lights are all turned on and the candle re-moved trom the central pedestal

frn^i'th?p'^''^-*r
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deliver the charge and obligation on the floor of thechamber.

PrrsideNt— Candidates, carefully observe
wiiat IS stated to you in this chamber, so that
you will become acquainted with our laws
rules and objects. You will observe the sicni'
rpomting to the Cross) above our station -it
IS emblematic of faith. The worthy First Vice-
i resident lias had you repeat the articles of
tliat faith. J here is but one faith and one-
Church; we look to that Church for advice
and support; i^ you fail to comply with the re-
quirements of that Church, as to vour duty as
a practical Catholic, you will also cease to be amember here. You will notice the clasped
hands under the Cross, emblematic of broth-
erly love and unity. Brotherly love, nm the
inordinate passion, but that beautiful, amiable
unselfish heart in unison with faith, whichmakes those who arc possessed of it shine as
r.tars in the firmament. This was the love and
miity which inspired those Christian soldiersknown as the saints of the Church. The^e cm
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blems should inspire you and be constantly a
reminder of your conduct in your daily walk
of life. Possess this virtue and your lives will

shine brilliantly amongst your fellow-men.

I will now administer our obligation to you

;

you will please repeat it after me:

I sincerely promise—in the presence of these
witnesses—that I will not knowingly—wrong
or defraud—the Catholic Mutual Benefit Asso-
ciation of Canada—nor any of its branches or
members ;—that I will not disclose to any per-
son—not a member of this Association—the
fact of a rejection of a candidate—or the vote
of any member of the Association—upon the
application for membership—or upon any mo-
tion or resolution—or any remarks or debate
—on any question or proceeding of the Asso-
ciation—or divulge the contents of any paper
therein read—or action or debate thereon;

—

that I will faithfully obey and observe—the
provisions of the constitution—by-laws—rules
of order—and code of procedure of the Asso-
ciation—decrees of the Grand Council—or
Grand President—and the orders of all officers
of the Association—or this branch—or any
branch of which I may hereafter become a
member;—that I will use due diligence—in
becoming acquainted—with all the laws of the
Association—and that I will so far as my
means will allow—aid and assist—all needy
and distressed members of this Association^-
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their widows and orphans—^provided such as-
sistance—will not injure myself or my family
—-and that I will never reveal to any person—
what may transpire or occur in the branch
chamber—except to those in ecclesiastical auth-
ority ;—I most solemnly bind myself—with the
Divine assistance—to keeo and perform this
oh\{gp< ion.

President—Brother Marshal, conduct the
candidates to the Chancellor that they may re-
ceive the admonition.

Chancellor—Candidates, you have taken
the obligation of the Catholic Mutual Benefit
Association of Canada, and now you are fur-
ther requested to promise that you will uphold,
by all means at your command, the teachings
and dogmas of our holy mother the Church
and defend with your talents and your life if
necessary, her regularly-ordained clergy that
you will not sanction or condone in'^ji ; to
their person or holy calling. That vou will
protect the honor of vour fellow-members • that
you will put into practice true Christian char-
ity and brotherly love, which are the highest
attributes of Catholic men: that vou will be
sober, industrious and contribute to the happi-
ness of those with whom you come in contact
so that by your example the world mav become
better and Catholicity the more fullv'exempli-
tied. Compassionate the poor, elevate the Imv-
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ly, lighten the burdens of those whom sorrow
hath depressed, venerate the aged, guard the
young against the evil contaminations of the
world, banish from your heart all enmity and
ill-feeling towards your fellow-men, tolerate
the honest opinions of others, never sanction
or approve slanders against this Association or
its officers. Wrong it not; never assist or ac-
quiesce in the admission of those who would
be unworthy members, through physical or
moral disabilities, and perform with all your
strength and energy the corporal works of
mercy, thereby living a life ennobling before
God and a credit to your Church and country.
Do you thus promise?

Candidates—We do.

The Marshal will insist upon the candidates prom-
ising.

Chanckllor—Brother Marshal, conduct the
candidates to the Recording Secretary's desk,
where they will become enrolled, after which
you will take them to the President for further
instruction.

The candidates having signed the roll and being
again placed opposite the President's station, the
President will pioceed;

President—I will now deliver to you a copy
of our constitution ; familiarize yourself with
all its sections, so that you may live within
our laws, and be ever ready to instruct in it?
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provisions others and those who are not now
members. Work uncoa.;ingIy to bring others
into our fold, particularly those having de-
pendents who are in need of protection.

This gavel which I hold in my hand is the
symbol of authority, and the officer holding itmust be recognized as the seat of authoritv in
the branch chamber, as in him is the will of
the members expressed. Never confound the
personality of the individual with his right to
authority in wielding it. He is the one chosen
to execute our laws, conduct our ceremonies,
and unless there is obedience to him, there can
be no order no decorum in our meetings, and
the laws of our Association will become amockery, a farce. One blow of it will cause amember or members to come to order, or to be
seated when standing or kneeling; two blowsu ill cause the officer or officers addressed to
arise

;
three blows will cause all the membersm the meeting to arise; four blows will cause

all members to kneel.

There are two methods of balloting in our
Association: one is the written ballot used in
he election of officers ; the other, the ball bal-

lot used in the election of candidates to mem-
f]f 1

T.^^,^^",^^"^t '^ ^^"^P'^^ed of whiteand black balls
; the white elect, the black re-

ject, ^ou will find these bnlls in the bal'o^box when prepared by the Marshal.
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Your monthly levies shall become due and
he payable on the first day of each month in

every year, and if they are not paid before the

expiration of thirty days thereafter, including
the first day of the month, you shall on the

thirty-first day thereafter, including the said

first day of the month, be and become sus-

pended, and if you die while so supsended
vour beneficiarv shall not be entitled to receive

any part of the benefit mentioned in your cer-

tificate and shall have no claim on the Asso-
ciation in respect thereof. I will now impart
to you the salute or courtesy sign of this Asso-
ciation.

The President will explain and execute the salute,
causing the candidates to do the same, after which
he will say :

Prf:s]I)I::nt—This salute shall be given at

the central pedestal by all members entering
or leaving the branch chamber, and by officers

pnssing to and from the ante-room in the cere-
monies of initiation, and by members in their

own position having risen to address the Chair.
Now, by the |X)wer vested in me as President
of P>ranch No. — , I declare you members of
the Catholic Mutual Benefit Association of
Canada and entitled to all its rights, privileges

and benefits.
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Closing of Meeting.

PRKSIDKXT—The time for closing having ar-
rived, let us all join in the closing ode.

Here the closing ode is sung.

PRESIDF.XT—We will now have our closing
prayer by the spiritual adviser or chancellor.

A*" ^^i Apostles' Creed—Glory be to the Father, etc.May the souls of the faithful departed members,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. In
the Name of the Father," etc.

President—I now declare this meeting ad-
journed until next evening, at
o'clock, in this hall (cr elsewhere, as the rase
may be).
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JXSTALLATION OF OFFICERS.
The installing officer will take the President's chair,

and appoint s»ich assistants as he may deem neces-
sary for tlie installation ceremonies; he will call the
roll of officers-elect. Should any of them be absent,
and no Rood reason offered for their inability to be
present, he shall declare their position-elect vacant,
and order and conduct an election forthwith to fill

the vacancy
; he shall have the officers-elect placed in

a semi-circle opposite the President's station, the
President-elect at the right of the circle, and will
address them upon the necer,sity of their attending
to the duties of the office to which each is elected
and upon their faithfully performing such duties, at
the conclusion of which he will have them take the
following obligation, repeating same after him:

Installing Officer—" I sincerely promise—that I will perform all the duties—of the
office to which I have been elected,—in accord-
ance with the laws,—rules and regulations of
this Association,—honestly,—faithfully,— im-
partially—and without fear or favor;—that I

will uphold the honor and dignity of such
office,—and of the Association,—and will not
absent myself— from the meetings of the
branch,—unless through sickness or other un-
avoidable cause;—that I will make myself ac-
quainted—with all the laws governing the offi-

cers of this branch,—assist in preserving order
and decorum in the branch chamber,—and that
I willcarefully guard the interests of the As-
sociation,—and immediately report to the Pre-
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sideii* of this branch,—or the Grand President,
—any attempt at imposition or fraud—upon
this Association,—which mav come to my
knowledge."

'

Installing Officer—Brother President, I
tender to you this gavel, which you will al-
ways use with discretion and honor in main-
taming order and decorum in the meetings of
the branch

:
T also tender to you these Cere-

monials which you will keep securely, pern;it-
ting no person to read them, except the regu-
larly-elected officers in the branch chamber or
officers appointed pro tern. ; and now I declare
you duly elected and instajled ' President of
Branch No. — of the Catholic Mutual Benefit
Association of Canada, for the term ending
December 31st of the present year, and until
your successor is installed and qualified.

Brother First and Second Vice-Presidents
in case of the absence or inability of the Presi-
dent to use this gavel, you will use it as I have
directed him, and I now declare vou and each
of you duly elected and installed' as Fi--,t and
Second Vice-Presidents of Branch No — of
tlie Catholic Mutual Benefit Association of
Canada, for the term ending December 31st of
the present year, and until your successors are
installed and qualified.

Brother Recording Secretary, to vou T de-
liver the seal and book of records of this
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branch, and charge you and the assistant sec-

retary to keep their contents, as well as all cor-

respondence of the branch, secret, except to the

proper officers of the Association, or this

branch, or the members thereof, who are en-

titled to see them in the branch chamber. I

declare you and your worthy assistant duly

elected and installed Recording Secretary and

Assistant Secretary of Branch No. of the

Catholic Mutual Benefit Association of Canada

for the term ending December 31st of the pre-

sent year, and until your successors are in-

stalled and qualified.

Brother Financial Secretary and Treasurer,

I ueliver to you the books of your respective

offices and charge you that there is no duty

more sacred than that of guarding carefully

trust funds, entering them in your books and

transferring and paying them out strictly in

accordance with law. I now declare you and

each of you duly elected and installed as Finan-

cial Secretary and Treasurer, respectively, of

Branch No. of the Catholic Mutual Bene-

fit Association for the term ending December

31st of the present year, and until your suc-

cessors are installed and qualified.

Brother Marshal and Guard, in accordance

with the obligation you have just taken to

])erform the duties of your respective offices

honestly, faithfully, impartially and without
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fear or favor, I now declare you and each of

vou duly elected and installed as Marshal and

'r,uard respectively of Branch No. of the

Catholic Mutual Benefit Association of Canada

for the term ending December 31st of the pre-

sent year, and until your successors are install-

ed and qualified.

Brother Trus*?es, the duties of your office

are most important, particularly those which

relate to the admission of new members. The

law makes it your duty to carefully investigate

the character and fitness of applicants for

membership. The application and medical

blanks of the Association provide statements

to be made and questions answered by every

applicant in regard to his age, occupation,

family history, habits and physical condition.

Let your investigation of every applicant be

such as to satisfy you that those statements

and answers are true, and tnat you consider

him a fit person for membership before you

give your approval to his application, to the

end that none but duly qualified, practical

Catholic men may gain admission to our ranks.

I now declare you and each of you duly elected

and installed as Trustees of Branch No.

of the Catholic Mutual Benefit Association of

Canada for the term for which you were elect-

ed, and until your successors are installed and

(lualified.
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