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PRUSBYTERY VERSUS EPISCOPACY.

In the present times when a party in the
Church of England are procecding with a re-
rogade movement to unite themselves with
the Romanists, whom they had professed to
have forseken for ever, a few remarks on the
unscriptural choracter of episcopacy may not
e unprofitable. It is to be regretied that the
ambition and blood-thirsty spirit which the
heads of the Church of England manifested
during the reigns of Charles the first and se-
cond, as well as during the brief reign of James
the second,” should be so soon forgotten by the
christian community. The late Mr. McGavin,
of Glasgow, though an Independent, previous
to his death, shewed a truly christicn and pa-
trictic spirit in publishing in two handsome
volumes, accounts of the martyrs who sufiered
in Scotland by the hands of their prelatical
cnemies, together with the dying testimonies
of these holy men against prelacy. Mr., Mec-
Gavin was a man who had studied the Popish
Controversy, and who, in the course of these
studies, saw the resolute stand which these
men moade against its encroachments into the
kingdom, and it' was doubtless his desice to
draw the attention of his friends to a portion of
history well worthy of their thoughtful consid-
eration. Aunother motive also, doubtless in-
fluenced the mind of that cminent man, in
undertaking the editorship of these volumes,
and this was the debt of gratitude which all
denominations of christians in the kingdom
cwed to the martyrs in lifting up a standard

against popish and prelatical usurpation. The
prelates sought to overcome them in argument
by captious questions; the brethren were migh-
ty in the scriptures, and their adversaries were
worsted—their rage was now kindled, and for
thirty years they persecuted themn to the death,
Considering these things, we cannot but think
that a yearly commemoration of the doings
and suflerings of our Presbyterian forefathers
might be of advantage in the present times,
more especially when the followers of Laud
are again on the field ranging themselves side
by side with their popish allies. Meanwhile
we shall offer a few hints to shew that prelacy
is unwarranted by scripture. The fabric of
this system rests on the distinction which they
make between a Presbyter and a Bishop.—
We say that the office is identical—thus in
Acts, chapter xx, 17, “And in Miletus he
(Paul) sent to Ephesus and cailed the Elders
of the church.” And in addressing them, the
apostle thus speaks, verse 28, “Take heed
therefore unto yourseclves and to all the flock,
over which the Holy Ghost hath made you
overseers (bishops) to feed the church of God
which he hath purchased with his own blood.”
Tt may be said, why do they reccive different
names if the office is the same ? the explana-
tion is casy. They are-called elders, as the
heads of the congregations—they arc called
overseers as set over them in the Lord. A man
may be called a parent, and in another view the
guardian of his child; but how absurd would
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it be to infer that it required two separate indi-
viduals to perform these offices, merely becauze
their names were different.  We give another
passage: Titus i, 5, “For this cauge left 1
thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order
the things that are wanting, und ordain elders
in every city, as 1 had appointed thee.” And
in marking the identity of the office, he imme-~
diately adds in the 7th verse: «A Bishop must
be blameless,” &e. The inference here is un-
avoidable—the ordained Presbyter is o Bishop,
and possesses all the functions which belong
to his bre:hren, who in another passage, are
designated “the Presbytery.” It is needless
to say that this issubversive of English episco-
pacy, seeing a Bishop without Presbyters under
him would be no Bishop at ail.
It is not wonderful that High Churchmen
should manifest a strong leaning to popery—
their system of a diversity of ranks among the
clergy leads to this. In arguing with a pupist
he would find it a hard matter to defend the
ground he occupies. The Romanist would tell
him that the Cimirch of England was not apos-
tolical.  He would say that the Pope was the
vicar of Christ on carth, and head of the church
—and inasmuch as her bishops were not con-
firmed by his authorily, they had no power to
ordain—yeca, the dispensation of word and or-
dinance by priests ordained by such men was
unwarranted by Christ, The man we say who
believes in a diversity of ranks among the cler-
gy, such as exists in the Church of England,
will find his mouth closed in opposing the pa-
pacy, seeing it is the very principle he sanctions
which will justify the office of the Sovereign
Pontiff. But or the oiher hand, should he, on
the authority ol scripiure, deny the Pope's su-
premacy, and contend that all bishops are cqual
—he concedes first, the principle we contend
for, namely : that scripture is of o superior
force to tradition, both in matters of faith and
discipline; and second, he is led to adopt an-
other principle inconsistent with episcopacy—
we mean the parity of ministers of the gospel.
The Bishop in Rome has no dominion over a
Bishop in any oiher city. His rule is simple
usurpation, and so all are equal—a truth we
may observe which the Primate of all England
would be slow to admit.  But we observe far-
tier that the episcopal theory of church go-
vernmient bears on the face of it the marks of
its carthiy origin. It obviously supposes that
raling is more honorable than preaching, seeing
they deprive the Presbyters of this power and
confer it on the Bishops. Hence the Bishop
must be decked vp and addressed in the courtly

phrase of ¢my lord,” and he must moreover,
have his grand cathedral with its costly sppen-
dages. Honor is to be given to whom honor is
due; and as ruling is more honorable than
preaching, so the DBishop must nceds receive
triple honor,  But what says the word of God
on this matier: «Let the Elders that rule well
be accouited worthy of double honor, especial-
ly they who labor in the word and doctrine.”—
It is utterly preposterous with this plain decla-
ration of the mind of the Spirit to set the
Ruling DBishop above the preaching Presbytery.
The obivous conclusion from such a text is,
that the Bishop is not superior to the pastor,
and therefore, sceing he does assume a supe-
riority, yea, seciag the fubric of episcopacy
rests upon this principle,—we say that it is

earthly—that is, it is deduced from the maxims _

current among the “Princes of this world,”
but wholly opposed to the word of God.

The usurpation of power, by the Bishops of
large towns, over the rural pastors, is easily ac-
countel for, by the principles of corrupt human
nature ; but it is wholly at variance with the
wisdom that is from ubove. When the mother
of James and John asked for a lordly power over
their brethren, the Lord Jesus disapproved of
her petition, and the reason which Christ gives
strikes at the root of the Bishop’s power—¢Ye
know that the princes of the Gentiles exercise
dominion over them, and they that are great
exercise authority upon them. But i! shall not
be so among you.” Tt will be observed, that
Christ does not here refer to the tyranny of
civil rulers 3 he refers to them simply as exer-
cising a lordly power over their subjects, which
so far from condemning, the scriptures every
where sanction and approve. But however sa-
lutary such power might be, when vested in a
prinze or a magistrate, it is to have no place
among the pastors of his people. All are to
stand precisely on the same footing, stripped of
every mark of personal authority, which would
raise them above their brethren engaged in the
same work ; just as a prince or a magistrate
would be one of the people, if denuded of their
official power and authority. He would then
be of the same rank with them, which he is not
so long as he posscsses a power which they
have not. Bishops may twist the passage to
save their “dominion” and “authority” over
their brethren in the ministry ; but it manifests
that the power which they have received over
them has no countenance in scripture,

And neither is there aught of enlarged expe-
diency to justify it—worldly expediency, doubt~
less there is, otherwise the office would not be

-
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80 much coveled and grasped at—but we say,
that the power would he bet:er exercised by the
Presbytery, that is, by all the Bishops of a dis-
trict, than by one man. The chief duty of a
Presbyter, is the preaching of the gosgel, and
who better fitted to judge of the qualifications
of a candidate, than men engaged in the work,
who know its difficulties, and the g.fts and gra-
ces it requires. 'T'o say they can preach and
administer the ordinances, but have no concern
in the matter of appeinting others to the same
work, savors of earihly wisdom—a device in-
vented by metropolitans, and their coadjutors,
to enhance their anthority. It may be said, that
in following out this line of argument, we are
reducmg charch government to simple expedi-
ency, without any regard to divine authority.
We replr, that we rest church government on
seripture, which reguires two o ders of men,
and only twe—which are, prezching elders, and
ruling elders, or deaccns—and seeing no foun-
dation in scriptuere for the ordeining bishop, we
say, that in the nature of things ihere can be
none. What doth the church require of the
candidate for ordination 7 Isit the Hebrew and
Greek tongues, to cnable him to peruse the ori-
ginal text of holy writ? or, is it the Latin
tongue, to enable him to read the writings of
the reformers and cthers? Is it a knowledge
of the saving traths of the gospel? Ts it an
aptitude for teaching—for rehuking the careless
and comferting the afflicted ? Then we say,
that all and each of these qualifica‘ions can be
tried and judged of by the Presbyters ; and not
only so, but inasmuch as the wisdom of two, in
matters of imporiance, is of more avail than onc,
we say, that the Presbyters are better qualified
for this work than the Bishop; and were a his-
tory of the episcopal ordinations, by the churches
of Rome and England, drawn up, we think it
would bear us ont in the assertion. “Who are
the men the Reman bishops, acting on the jus
divinum, ordain? They are men who uphold
the reign of idolatry, and will wership—who
suppress the scriptures, and teach the people
to bow to graven images. And who dces rot
know that the Bishops of the reformed church
of England have in general selected those men
on whom to lay their hands who have been most
forward in preaching the Arminian doctrincs,
which theiz own articles, honestly interpreted,
condemn. But it may be said, this is an abuse
of the power, on the part of the Bishop, for
which the doctrine is not responsible. We
grant the admission, and would concede these
evils to be of no weight, were it established to
be a doclrine taught in scriplure, that Bishops

only have the power of ordination ; but we say
it is an usurpation on their part, and in the mon-
strons progeny of evil which it has produced
for ages, we sce a confirmation of this truth.

On what ground do Episcopal’ans reject tho
Pope’s authority over the Bishops ? it is simply
on this ground, that there is no seriptural war-
rant for it ; and, therefore, however long stand-
ing it may be, the absence of such warrunt is
fatal to the claim. Ve apply to themselves
the same test.  We deny in toto the distinction
which they would draw between a Presbyter
2 d a Bishop—we deny the authority of the
f: rmer over the latter, it being unsupported by
tie word of God; and however long it may
have continned in the church, this can never
make good a claim which «b initio was of no
force and cficct. It was the riches and glory
of Rome, which led the Bishop of that city to
clim auihority over all Bishops. It was no
considerations of wisdom and spiritual advan-
tage. It was simply the love of power, which
his station, as Bishop in Rome, cnabled him at
first to malke, and afterwards to persist in. And
the claim of ordination by the Bishop, who
preachrs in the chief town of his diocese, we
trace to the same origin with the usurped do-
minien of the sovereign pontiff—the superior
riches of the congregation over which he pre-
sides. The conclusion, therefore, to which we
come is this, that episcopacy is unsupported by
the word of God ; and we may add, that the
Icarned ceny to it the authuri.y of the carliest
of the fathers. ¢ As to Bishops, distinet from
Presbyters, we have no evidence except that of
Ianatius, for the iwo first centuries.  Clement
and Polycirp most clewrly recognize but two
orders.  Barnabas and Ilermas have nothing
very distinct on the subject. Justin mentions
cnly two officers in the chureh, in his time,”
(from the year of ovr Lord 132 to 167,) whem
he calls “ president,” (provestos) the very word
which Paul applies to Presbyters, in 1 Tim. 5,
7, and ¢ Deacon.” Irenacus (A. D. 184,) uses
the terms Bishop and Presbyter indiscriminately.
Thus we see the weight of evidence during the
two first centuries, is against the three orders,
which may naturally create a suspicion that
those passages in Ignatius which refer to them
are interpolaticns ; for he stands alone in what
he states, for the two first centuries, and not
only alone, but opposed tothe strongest autho-
rities during that period.”*

* Letters on the Fathers, by Misopapisticus, p. 67,
quoted inthe Edinburgh Chiisiian Instrnctor, for June,
1839, p. 219.
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY’S MISSION 10 PALESTINE—LETTERS FROM
MESSRS. M‘CIIEYNE AND BONAR.

( Continued from page Gi )

They are quite curprised to hear thatany chris-
tians love the Jews.  'Che next night we reaca-
cd Waslu, and slept on o floor ot o wretched
khan. We rose a Litide atter midnight, to see
the killing of the chpora,—the only sacrifice
which the Jews now ofier.  ‘L'v-morrow is the
day of atonement. Every Jew this morning
sacrifices a cock, and every Jewess @ hen.—
Looking in at & wimdow,we saw the sen reading
the prayers,—the mother with a white lhen
her hands. At a certain pumt i the prayer
she waved the sirageling fowl round her head
three tinies : saying, in lebrew, «This is my
atonement,—:his is my ransom, this is my ex-
piation,—this hen shall go to death, and I to
happy life”” This was repeated thrice ; the
door thenopened, and the buy was sent oft with
the fowl to the shochet, to getit killed, YWonder-
ful people! even in their biind wanderings they
keep up & memorial of the atoning blood of the
Son of God. At two we set off;—pussed
through a delight!ul country, the hills finely
wooded with elin and oak trees, and wild fruit
trees growing by the way. In the evening we
came In sight of Jassy, the capitul of Roldaviz,
stretching its white arins over the undulating
plain beneath us.  I'he tin-covered spires were
glancing inthe evening sun. A smallriver runs
through the city: and pleasant hulls are in view.
As we entered we could almost believe that we
were cntering o town cf’ Isracl in their better
days. Incvery street we passed crowds of weil
dressed Jews; some with their wives and chil-
dren; sometimes a Jewess, richly aitired with
all her jewcls; all hastening to the synagoguc.
‘I'his evening theday of atonement begins. We
were too late tohear the Absoiution Chant,which
hoginsthe service. Wevisited two synagogues
—filled to overflowing—crowds worshipping
outside—the place of the women quite full.
T'he loudnessand extravagance of their devotion
reminded us of the Jews of” Safict and Tiberias.
They clapped and wrung their hands, lifted them
to heaven, clasped them, and beat upon the
breast. The women sobbed aloud.

The English consul paid us the kindest at-
tentions. In cvery place we find it a real pri-
vilege to be subjects of the British Crown. We
were comfortably lodged in the hotel of a con-
vert Jew ,~the waiter also a convert. There
are about 20 converts in Jassy, of good charac-
ter. There are upwards of 40,000 inhabitants;
and of these about 20,000 are Jews., The low-
est reckoning we met with makes them 8,500
families. There are 30 large synagogues, and
about 150 smaller ones.  Inone street thercare
20! Almost every honr of our three day’s stay

in Jussy was occupied. On the day after our
arrival we went through about 12 of their syna-
gogues. Many had continued all mght in prayer.
The eyes of some were red and swollen with
weeping.  The greatcandles were all burning,
and the shoes ofl most of their feet on this holy
day.  Allthe synagogues were quite full all day,
~—ofien hundreds outside, standing praying with
their faces towards Jerusalem. In one, about
100 of the women were outside, with their chil-
dien und infunts in cradles,  Wethought upon
Juel ii. 18, and Zech. xii. 12—14, We were
sirikingly reminded of the solemn feast-days in
Jerusalemof old.  But, alas! how changed from
the beautiful service prescrived for this dav,
Lev. xvi.; and how deep the veil upon their
hearts, whieh hinders them from seeing that the
Son of God is the true scape-goat, to carry wway
our sing into a lond of forgetlulness. Will you
bolieve it, that, with all the externals of in-
tensest devotion, they have all this day been re-
citing a poem of which not one in a hundred
understands the meaning ? It is most difficult
lcbrew. Thisis the state of Isrrel. We came
o se2 the conclusion at sunsct; their cries were
then most intense, for if they do not obtain for-
giveness to-day, it will be too late after the stars
appear. A horn sounded, then all came out of”
the synagogue with their candles burning. They
stood facing the moon. The spotsin the fuce
of the moon they believe to be the Shekinah; and
this concluding prayer is addressed to the She-
kinah, with their eyesturned towards the moon.
It was & painful sight, and made us think of the
worship of Ashtaroth in the days of their idola-
trous fathers. ‘This done, they wished one ano-
ther paace, and retired,—some singing merrily
as they went.

Next day we visited a Jewish school, where
were 30 children.  One little girl was reading
the prayer book. We soon found out that they
only teach them to read the Hebrew, but not
to translate or understand it. We tried the
teachers on their own prayers, and on the
Psalms, but even they did not know the mean-
ing,—they could make no sense of it. We
tried to convince them of their shameful ignor-
ance; they seemed to.feel it, and said, there
arc only two Jews in Jassy who understand the
Hebrew grammatically. 'We visited these two,
called by the Jews Epicureans, and found them
interesting men. They felt deeply the ignor-
ance of the Jews, and had tried to teach the
children the Iebrew grammatically; «But,?
said one of them, “the parents would not send
their children; they want no change, for the
old bullock will not fecarn. Tf' you do any thing
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for them, you must hide the good. The chil-
dren are so fond of ug, that they run after us
in the street to be taught,  We are doing all
we can o cast in fircbrands among the stubble
of the Talmud.” 1In the evening they came to
our lodging, and opencd their minds more free-
ly. They belong to u sceret society in Galicia.
T'hey work somewhat after the manner of -the
Jesuits; they live like Jews, but make every
cflort to undermine Judoism. The young men
are teachers of languages; and thus the rising
generation are completely under their influcnce.
“In a century,” said he, “there wiil not be a
single Jew in Galicia.” In youth he was taught
that the Law and the Talmud were both di-
vine, and now, when heis enlightened to see
the fables of the one, he can hardly distinguish
it from the other. What an awful scenc does
this lay open! TIsrael tottering on the brink of
infidelity! Those who have sense enough tosce
the folly of the Talmud have none to lead them
to cleave to the Word of God.  What a door
is here opened for us to shew them “the way,
the truth, and the life¥” Shall we be guiltless,
if; in this hour of their need, we do not come
10 the help of Isracl—it we do not take up the
prophet’s affectionate entreaty, O house of
Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the light of
the Lord 7 The same day we visited the He-
brew bookseller, and the chief rabbi; and were
present at a Iebrew marriage. Our last day
in Jassy was fuily occupied in speaking with
Jews, who came of their own accord to our
lodging. First onc young man, an advocate
about the court, came, asking for a Iebrew
New Testament; then another; then a third,
who said he had been lorg convinced of the
truth of christianity, and wanted our advice,.—
The first brought two more, older men; and a
young rabbi joined us also. The whole party
continued with us for about five hours. Dur-
ing this time we went over Isa. liii., Isa.ix.,
Jer. xxiii., Zech. xii., Dan, ix., and many more.
It was singular to observe the eficct of merely
tianslating the passages literally and gramma-
tically. One said, “aAllis quite plamnin this

"Bible, but not in ourg, which is full of Chal-

dee.”” Many passages of the New Testament
were also read, and listened to with the decpest
attention. There was no anger nor quarreliing.
Surely this people are in a inost interesting
condition,—¢the fields arc already white unto
harvest.” Oh! that God’s children in Scotland
would pray the Lord of the harvest to send
forth laborers into his harvest. We gave the
New Testament and tracts. More were beg-
ged, which we had not to give. You will at
once see that what is needed here is a Hebrew
cducation to the children,—and a faithful, pray-
crful man of God, to show them ¢that Jesus
is the Christ.” 1have only room to add, that
the climate of Jassy is very pleasant and heal-
thy. Provisions cheap, as at Bucarest. The
New Testament is not circulated jn Moldavia.
The Prince was favorable, but the Bishop
discountenanced it. Whether a mission here

would be in greater dunger than one in Walla-
chia must be matter for tuture consideration.—
The Prince asked our Consul, and was told
the objeet of our travelling through his domin-
ions.  We left Jassy on the cvening of the
20th, and next mornmg were in Botoshani,
containing about 4,000 Jews, of most respect-
able appearance.  The saine evening we slept
on the Austrian frontier, in the coltage of a
Jew. Iamsure youwould havebeen interested
to sce how the father, and mother, and children,
all gathered round, to hear us describe Jern-
sulem, till alate hour. ¢« Scattered and peeled,”
they yet tarn their longing eyes toward Zion.
Soon they will go, andweep us they go, asking
the way to Zion, *with their faces thither-
ward.”  We have been fiva days in Austrian
quarantine ; to-morrow we proceed north to
Czernowitz and then to Brody; looking upward,
as we go, for guidance and for grace. Do not
ccase to pray for us, and for our flocks, that
are dear to us as our own souls. Socn we
hope to return to them, in the fulness of the
Gospel of Christ.  We feel that every step is
bringing us nearcr home,  We never cease to
pray for you, and our dear brethren in the
ministry, that you may see the vine of our
beloved Church flourishing, und the pomegra-
nates budding, and peace upon Israel. Mr.
Bonar sends his kindest remembrances to you,
and all. T'arewell, and believe me, &ec.
Rozpr. M. M‘Cueynk.

Breslauy, October 16, 1839,

My Drar Sir,—I suppose you received our
last communication from thefrontiers of Austria,
Since that time we have traversed Bakovina and
Galliciz, the former once a part of Moldavia, the
latter of Poland, but both now included in the
Austrian dominions. It would be impossible to
cstablish any mission among the Jews of these
two provinees, because the government, guided
by Popery, is openly and decidedly opposed to
any such attempts ; yet still something has
been gained in ascertaining the state of Israel
in theseregions, and in having been able, though
only in passing through, to cast in among some
of them the good seed of the Kingdom.  Per-
haps, also, it is useful in another way, to let
Christians know concerning thousandsof Isracl
shut up in darkness and kept insccessible by
intolerant Popery, enclosing them around, and
forbidding any messenger of glad tidings to
approach them; it may raise, in prayerful souls,
a louder cry to God against the Man of Sin,
and in behalf of the unhappy and blinded chil-
dren of Abraham. The Austrian government
leaves them, on the whole, comfortable as to
their outward condition, exercising no peculiar
oppression toward them, excepting a tax on
meat and on lights, (of which the Jews use not
a few on various occasions); but it permits no
missionary effort to be made for their conversion.

We left our quarantine, at Bossanze, in a
beautiful September morning, just after two
days of moist weather had given new freshness
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to the corth. In about an hour we came to
Soutchava, a plensant villuge, situated on the
wooded banks of a stream of the same name.
While waiting here to get arrangements made
about our passports, we Lad time to get into
conversation with several Jews, of whum there
are two hundred families here.  The question
of one of them, when we took leave, was full
of meaning;—it was Friday morning, and he
asked us “how fur we intended to travcl that
day? He wished to ascertain whether we
would encroach on the Jewish Sabbath, which
begins at sunset, and thus he would be certain
whether or not we were really Christiens,—
For they are so unaccustomed to meet with
kindness, or even hear kind words, from those
who are here called Clristians, that they sus-
pectedwe wereJews.  After leaving this pluce,
our road ran ncatly parallel to the castern
extremity of the Carpathian hills.  There was
not much to intercst in the scenery, but other
objects of interest frequently cccurred. At
every toll bar, (which is herc known by a long
beam stretched over the road, and heaved up
for carriages by a weight at the cxtremity), we
found aJew “sitting at the receipt of custom.”
We afterwards found thut on their Sabbaths
they employ a Gentile servant to uct for them.
Indeed, in regard to the external observance of
the Sabbath, they are most strict, bearing
witness thereby against the iniquity of Popish
‘lands, where no Sabbuth-rest is known., Aswe
proceeded, we met at all points vehicles belong-
ing to the Jews, generally curts or waggons,
for conveying their merchandise. At this sca-
son, too, we were able to mark every Jewish
house we passed, for this week was the time
of the Feast of Tabernacles, and in conse-
quence, every house had a booth erected by its
wall, made of the boughs of willows or other
trees.  We had learned to mark even villages
wherein Jews resided, as they never fail to put
up at the entrance a naboth or string, stretching
from housc to housc across the street. The
intention of this is to form a wall for the

“village; for, by a Talmudical fiction, the place

is considered a walled town when this string is
thus put up; and being walled, it is allowed
them to carry burdens, such as their prayer
books, &c., to any point within the range.
They ground this idea on Jeremiah xvm. 21,
where the Lord forbids any burden to be carried
througi the gates of the city.” When we Lad
an opportunity of entering their lLouses, we
found that the Mczuzah, on the door posts—
the preventive against Satan entering the house
—was never wanting ; and in many we found
suspended, in a frame, on the wall that lay
toward the east, a small tablet, with the woid
Metrah, ¢The East,” inscribed on it in large
characters. This is meant to direct them to
the quarter where Jerusalem lies:—They pray
with their faces toward Jerusalem, (Dan. vi.
10). Such incidents as these coming under
our observation from time to time, gave great
interest to our journey; for the country is full

of Jews. At mid-day, we rested the horses at
Scret, a considerable village, with three hnndred
familics of Jews. In speuking of Isuiuh liii. to
some wlo entered freely into conversation, one
remarked that there was a suflering Messiah in
every age in onc country or other. He ex-
plained himself further by teiling us of a rabbi
who has been very fainous for some time past,
in Russig, to whom thousands went on pilgri-
mage to a-k his prayers,—aund us this rabbi is
now imprisvned by the Emperor, it must be the
case that le is suffering for the sins of Israel,
fur he has no sin of his vun. The same idea
was fully expressed to us by the mother of the
Jewish family with whom we spent a night on
the borders of Moldavia, so that it is prevalent
among them, and this is but one specimen of
the innumerable, strange, and incohcrent ideas
that seem to be suggested by Sutan, in crder to
answer difficulties. . The same evening we
reached Czernowitz, the capital of Buckowine,
situzted on high ground, and lovhing down on
a beautitul plain through which the river Pruth
takes its course. Here we saw crosses in the
streets, and images of the Virgin, and of saints,
to an extent we had not before witnessed; and
we soun found that this was but the entrance
intoa ¢land of graven images.” The whole
country is full of such, not the towns ouly, but
the highways and quiet villages.  \Whatean a
Jew, in such a land, suppose the doctrine of
Christ tobe? The blood of thousands in Israel
lics upon the Church of Rome. In a synagogue
here, when the service was ovel, one Jew, of a
very devout appearance, having heard that we
had been at Jerusalem, presscd forward to ask,
“how high was the part of the well of the
temple tlat remains?’ and then, ¢if we had
seen Macpelah, where Abraham and Sarch
were buried? I asked another, “Do you
expect to return to your own land7* ¢ Yes;
we look for Messiah every day, and when he
comes we shall return.”

«Christians in Scotland and England belicve
that Messiah will come, and many are expect-
ing this every day.” %Yes, but, they expect
Messiah, son of Joseph, not Messiah, son of
David.” #There is but one true Messizh, the
same who became a sacrifice for our sins, and
is now exalted to give repentance to Israel,”—
“We do not need sacrifice now, for Hosea xiv.
2, says, ‘Take with you words.”” Aftersay-
ing to him that the words were to accompany
the sacrifice, and referring to the cock and hen
which the Jews oficr annually the night previ-
ous to the day of atunement he said, “wve do
not kil these as a sacrifice; we have no sacri-
fice since Jerusalem was destroyed.” This is
the constant declaration of the Jews. They
reject even the semblance of sacrifice, fulfill-
ing Hosea iii. 4. “THe children of Israel shall
abide many days without a king, and without
a prince, and without a sacrifice.”  Afterleav-
ing Czernowitz, our road lay through a tame
country till we began to descend a pass which
opens out suddenly upon the very brink of the
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river Dniester, the boundary between Bakovi-
na and Gulicia. The river winds its way roand
the very fo t of a small amphithea're of hills,
clothed with brushwool, and un the other side
of the river, in front of these hilly, stands o
beautitul village, Zalecky. Here are many
Jews. At the en‘rance of the yvillage stands
a mugnificent house, the residence of a Jew,
who was baptized into the Popish fuith, and
whose exwmnple has been followeld by all the
1espectadle Jews of the ylace. In consequen.c,
the Jews hore are degraded snd ignoran.; their
evening service cxhibited deplorabie indiffer-
ence. We spent our Sabbath at a village called
Juglinsky, Swall as the place is, images und
crosses abound in it; and the servile obeisance
of the peasantry, (who are sunk to deep degra-
dation by the tyranny of thecir own nobles,) and
their superstition, struck us much. 'Thiere are
three synigogues here. On the Sabbath even-
ing, the cclebration of the lasi day of the Feast
of "I'ubernacies brgan; and remembering the
words of oar Lord on that day, we went in the
hope that an opportunity might Le given us of
procluiming his salvation, tosome thirsty souls.
They were assembled to keep the fistival in
honour of “the Law.” 'Their manner cf vx-
pressing this is singular cnough. ~ All the rolls
of the Law that arein theark of the synagogue
are placed in the hands of individuals who are
called up for this purpose, and these make a pro-
cession through thie synigogue, ti.c people pre.s-
ing forward on every side to kiss therolls. “T'hey
then take their station in front of the ark,and the
signal being given, ¢ speak to theclildren of Is-
rael that they move forward,” they leup, and
dance, and sinz in the most fanaticai manner.—
The ol1 grey-haired rahbi was one of the most
frantic in'the dance. T'his was 1epeated seven
times, the whole synaggeue continuing inasort
of merry humour, az:ﬁmifcsting their sympa-
thy by clapping tueir hunds, unda few joining
inthe song from time to time. Alas! ¢ [sracl
doth not know,” but the Lordis saying, % Who
hath required this at your hands; your appoint-
ed feasts my soul hateth; they are a t.ouble
unto me; I am weary to bear them.”  (Isaioh
1. 12—14.) Belore this service began, we had
met several Jews and declared to them our
message, and one scemed particularly struck at
hearing that real christians in our country kept
their Sabbath in spiritual services all the day
long, refusing to worl, travel, go to amusements,
&c, After service, some of these invited us to
come to the rabbi's house, which was close Ly,
and converse with him. 'The rabbi came in,
wearied with his bodily exercise, and so many
Jews followed him that the room was quite fill-
ed. Afteranswering theirinquiries about Jeru-
salem, Mr. Caiman referred to the principle of
the Chasidemn, that is the more devout and su-
perstitious Jews—to which sect this rabbi be-
longed—the principle that they must serve God.
All present listened with great attention while
he showed them Gob’s way of producing in the
heart that love they pretended to, namely, by

sending his own Son to die for us. We left
thew in a most friendly manner, wondering at
the providerce which had given us such un op-
purtunity ol sctting the truth belvre so many
souls. Next wmorning we took theroadto Tar-
napole. ‘I'his a constderable town, built near a
lake. It has several public buildings, and among
others, un academy fur cducating young men.
We remained part of three uays here, because
we are inforined that it was one ot the best
puints for ascertaining the gencral state of Ju-
vaism in Guiicia.  Lhere1sa Jewish population
of about two thuusand families. We soon
found that in this place the adherents of the
aew synsgogue are very numcrous. One-half
of the Jewish population,and that the most res-
pectable, hag juined them, It was not a rabby,
buta privaie jew,who died winlst we were here
who was the instrunent of this change. They
have a separate synagogue for themnselves, a
very clegant building.  They muntam, that the
belief’ of @ Messiah was not an onginal tenet
of Judaising and thewr Messiuh 1s political eman-
cipation, They thoruughly renounce the Tal-
mud; but, along, with this they give up the Old
Testament ulsu.  Yet they are not professed
infidels ; but, on the contrary, declarc that they
carnestly seck to worzhip God, as a Father, 1n
spirit and truth.  Those of them that we Lave
met with in Gelicia ere certunly not so far ad-
vauced towards infidelity as those in Germany,
for they have notrejected the New Testament,
but express a strong wish to readit. At the
same time, dheir moral priverples must have re-
ceived a deep wound ; tor they hestiate not to
lieep up every outward rite ¢f Judism,although
they reject all as folly.  The reason they give
is, that by continuing among their biethren they
may more elicctually spread ther opinons;
and besides, there is no choice left them, since
the Government decidedly forbids any new
sect to be formed.  Some of the lower ranks
of Jews have juined this class, in order to be
fice to cat and drink as they tlease ; but, by
far, the greatest number are educated men.—
Several of their young men spoke with us in
Latin, and sume vi the Jderaiso.  One of them
in the course of conversation, pluinly stated that
he had given up hoping for Messiah ; and the
expression he used was ¢ Desperamus® “our
hope is lost.”  Dues not this suggest to us the
fact, that Israel is even more than ever becom-
ing “very dry”—more exactly what Ezekiel
says they shall be at the time the breath of hfe
shall enter into them? (chap. xxxvii. 11.) “Be-
hold, they say, our bones are dried, our lope is
lost.” At the same time, the old school of Ju-
dai>m is as remarkable for supersution. The
dance in the honor of the Law was exhibited
here even more fanatically than we had seen it
before ; and in one synagogue, thirty-six rolls
of the Law were produced, and carried in
procession.  And we were shown in the
burying-ground the grave of a Jewess, daughter
of 2 rabbi, who died two hundred years azo,
where miracles are wrought,—hundreds, they
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7 General Jdssembly's Deputuation to Palestine,

say, have been cured by praying to her.—
We left this place, October ¢, at the very
time when hundreds were assembling to ut-
tend the great Reformer of the new syna-
gogue to his grave, At avillage, whizhstunds
on an cininence, wooded on all sides, aud sern
utar offy numed Potcamin, an old man asked uy
if we hud prayed at the holy graves in - Jerusa-
lem? Hequoted Eeeles. iv. 2, us proving the
benefit of prayers to the dead, and followed it
up bya story from the Talmud. IHe spoke
calmly, und did not refuse to listen to us, but
soon left us, 1 suppose, to go to evening prayer,
for the servant of the synagogue was in the act
of knocking threc times at every Jewish dwel-
ling, to warn them that it was now time to as-
semble.  We come to Brody through a level,
sandy country. There is nothing remarkable
in the buildings of the town, but the population
presents o singular aspect.  There are thirty
thousand Jews to about ten thousand Christians.
In all the town are only thiec churches, while
there are onc hundredand fifty synagogues. In
every street it is Jews you meet; themen wear-
ing the high fur-cap on their head, with a ringlet
hanging down from under it on cach cheek—
and the women, even the poorest, attired in a
rich head-dress, that reminds you of Isaiah iii.
18, “round tires like the moon.” ‘The Gentiles
seemtruly strangersin this town. The markets
are Jewish; you see a fish-market, where all
are Jews—a green-market, where none but men
and women of Israel are to be seen, and so with
othercommodities. ‘T'hey have an hospital of
their own. At the post-oftice, the notices re-
specting letters are written not only in German
and Palish, but in Hebrew. The chief syna-
gogue is somewhat in the style of a Gothic
church in the interior; so spacious that it may
contain three thousand persons, and its roof
supported by four solid pibars.  Massy lustres
hang fromevery part of the coof. Atthe same
time, the town is utierly de_titute of that Orien-
tal aspect which we associate with a truly Jew-
ish city: it is altogether a place of trade and
merchandize; and the muanners of its inhabitants
are European,  As to the religious state of Is-
rael here—many cultivate their own language;
some of the boys spoke tous in Hebrew, but the
new £chool has many follawers, and their influ-
ence over the rising gencration is great.  Onc o
their number called on us; he proveda very in-
teresting man; he spoke chiefly in Latin, and
opened up his mind to us frecly. On leaving
us, he received the gift of a German New Tes-
tament with the greatest thankfulness. Wehad
opportunity of speaking to several others; but
the bustle of business, and the thirst of gain,
occupy the mindsof most. We were hindered,
also, in our inquiries, on the second day after
our arrival, by discovering that we were watch-
ed. At the passport-office we were told, that
information had been sent from Jaglinsky, sta-
ting we had joined in the Jewish worship there,
and farther, we had been getting phylacteries

since we came to the town.  \We believe they
suspected us to be missionaries; but as we had
distnbuted no Lracts, and indeed (knowing the
character of Austriun Popery) had brought
nene witl, us, they had no pretence of detaining
us but on cur leaving the town, all our books
were taken from us at the custom-house, and
sent on to wait for us at Cracow. Even our
English Bibles were takei, and when we ex-
posteluted, they said, it was a buok forbid-
den in Austria.”  On the evening of the same
day we came to u village, Zloscow, where we
had an opportunity of holding up the blood that
sprinkles clean to a very interesting Jew, who
toldus how he made it his endcavour to Leep
his conscience at rest, but found i1t no casy
matler.

We spent the sabbath at one of the inns on
the roud, which are kept by Jews—peculior
buildingg, common in all Poland, one end con-
taining apartments for men, and the rest of the
long, high-roofed building approprinted for
beasts and carriages. T'he Jews tent us a copy
of the Old ‘Lestament, and we found that one
small copy ot the New T'estament had cscaped
our inquisitorsat Brody. The same Jew told us
much concerning o rabbi in the neighbourhood,
resorted to by hundreds, who pretended to dis-
cover people’s sins by a look, and who received
large sums every week in order to secure his
prayers for those in distress. Wereached Lem-
berg on Monday. The Jewish population is
very great, greater than at Brody, but being
spread over a Christian population of one hun-
dred thousand, the appearance is not striking.
They are poor for the most part, and their own
quarter exhibits an aspect of meanness and de-
gradation. There are followers of the new
synagoguc here also. On asking for the box
in which money for Palgstine should be collect-
ed, they told us there iSune, for they are for-
bidden to send wwney vut of the country.

But I find I must be brief, as T have left my-
self little yoom 1o tell you about Cracow. We
reached that city Qctober 11th. It is built in
a wide plain; the Vistsla flows by it. The
Jews are compelled to live in a quarter called
Cazimir, scparated from the rest of the town
by the small streaun called Little Vistula. Their
number is reckoned at twenty-iwo thousand ;
and in the whole territory ten thousand more.
The Roman Catholic population treat them
with great contempt ; and, by order of govern-
ment, no Jew dare spend a mght in any quarter
of the town but Cazimir. We found in the
Rev. T. Hiscock, missionary from the London
Jews’ Socicty, a true man of God, and a useful
labourer in the cause of Israel. Ile stated to
us facts, which prove that few fields of labour
present more hope of efiectual exertion, if only
the hindrance on the part of popery were re-
moved. Though the government tolerates a
missionary, yet, being guided by popish coun-
sels, it is extremely jealous, and ties up the
hands of "thc mission in many ways. Through

Sow ez



Econony of Insccls.

the same influence, und with the very design of
prejudicing the Jews, a figure of the Saviour on
the cross, as large as life, was put up on the
wull of the Lutheran church. ‘Tlic priests have
tried frequently to stir up the Jews against the
mission, and so far succeed, that there is bitter
opposition to it among them. Yet, in spite of’
all this, God seems remarkably to bless the work.
Mr. Hiscock never fails to get round him great
numbers of’ Jews, when he goes down to their
quarter ; and has often preached the gospel to
a crowd of them met in an open square. e
hus six persons at present applying tor baplisin
und there have been many baptisms of fate years.
If any place needed the gospel more thai ano-
ther, this city does. T'he Polish population is
fearfully corrupt; theft, lying, licentiousness,
revenge, flow down its streets. At the same
time, it has every appearance of devotion ;
crosses and saints set up in every street. A
Jewish lad said to us: ¢I believe n all the gods
—the God Jesus, the God Mary, and the Gud of
the Jews.” 1Ic was evidently aninfidcl @ hat
Lie expressed the real feeling of many, when he
spoke of the gods of the city. Influenced, no
doubt, by what they thus witness, under the
name of Christianity, the Jews have refused to

73

send any of their children to a school which the
government opened for them, and to which a
Jew was appointed teacher. Because it pro-
ceeded from the Christians, they said, they
would not send their children. T furgot to say,
that the missiomury is permitted to distribute
tracts, und even Polish bibles, to the Jews,
This may, through the blessing of the Lord, be
u means of sending light to the natives; and so
the Jews here would become on the scale of n
single city what they are to be to the world at
hist, o hearth of fire 1n w sheaf.” We reached
Breslau this evening.  We have not had time
tu visit any Jews here as yet ; but already we
remark how liberalized the Jews of' Prussia ap-
pear; they wish to be thought Gentiles.  ‘I'rue
conversion is the rarest thing we meet with.
dews, like other men, can pass through a hua-
dred changes, und yet remain without the Holy
Spint. «Come frowm the four winds, O breath,”
(Izck. xxxviy, 9,) 1s the prayer of' the Church
for Jsrael, put into her mouth by God himself.,
Mr. M’Cheyne desires to be remembered to you.
We rejoice i the hope of svon seeitig you face
to face. Believe e, &c.

Axpriw A, BoNan,

CONOMY OF INSECTS.

The practical energy of insects—estimating
it by the magnitude of the cflects which it pro-
duces—is surprisingly great; and, as employed
in woiking out ei:her trials or benefits to man,
illustrates the wisdom and goodness of the
Creator, and affords material of importaut mo-
ral instruction. Among the phases which it
wears, or the connexions in which it is dis-
played, may be named combination, persever-
ance, and instinctive skill.

Combinution renders many insects powerful,
which, when viewed as individuals, are thought
iusignificant. T'he corn-weevil, which cats out
the flour from grain, will speedily reduce the
stores of the largest granaries to empty chafft
The white ant of the tropics sometimes, with
as much effectiveness as fite or flood, sweeps
away whole clusters of houses. The locust
converts, in a single night, an entire district of
vegetation into nuked soil, and often, for days
together, defeats the efforts of’ man to place a
limit to its devastations. These instances,
which might eusily be multiplied, admonish
man ol his littleness, and teach himm liow de-
pendent he is on God for protection against

cven the most triviud dud feckle fue. Ofien has
he, inspite of the lapseduess of his condition,
and the degradedness of his character, proudly
culled himselt ¢ the lord of creation;’ and yet
he is frequently baflied by the exertions of 4
feeble tiny insect! How fervently then ought
he to renounce his pride, znd to practise
reliance on the power and goodness of the
Creator!

But insect activity—on the same principle of
the divine government as the sublime agency of
the lightning and the tempest—inflicts cccasi-
onul disaster, only in connexion with a system
for conferring general and enduring benefits.—
Beetles sweep away an cacess of vegetable
production, which the health of animated na-
ture requires ‘to be periodically destroyed.—
Tropical insccts, by lodging their larvee in the
skins or carcasses of the larger animals, con-
sume much of the corrupt animal matter which,
if unremoved, would speedily infect the atmos-
pherc with disease and pestilence. Flies, grubs,
caterpillars, and all the little agents of petty
wnmoyance which exist in our lund, exert an
esse: .1l influence, and }:{Lct no unimportant part,
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in the great proceszes of decomyosition and re-
production, by which vegeteble and animal cx-
istence is perpetuated or maintained. Many
insects,—the bee, the silk-worm, the gall-fly,
the cochincal, and vthers,—work out beautiful
fabrics or valuatle productions for the comfoit
end health of maw, which no manufzcturing
skill can imite'c, or resources of chemical
knowledge suppiy.  Who does not sce, in the
abundance of these little artificers of good, a
disply of the divine beneficence ? ory whothat
reflezts on their own complete and wonderful
organization, cn the perfecticn of their anato-
mical structure, and on the amazing intricacy,
combined with thic remarkable littleness, of the
animal mechanism of their frame, does not ad-
mire the omniscient wisdom, and the divine
power and benevoleirce, displiyed in peopling
a tuft of grass, or the leaf of a shrub, wiha
whole community of animated beings, and in-
vesting them with capacities and practical cn-
ergy subordinate to the wellare of the largest
and the most important tenants of the carth ?
Yaetinsects, regarded individually, are so swma'l,
so frail, so ephemeral, as to ke utierly incom-
petent to effect any noticeable result,  Their
influence arices—in the case especially of ants,
wasps, bees, and other remarkable genera—irom
the combining of their numbers, and eveyn, in
some suiprising particulars, frem the adoption
of minute socizl laws, and the principle of the
division of labor. Insects ufiord a practical
and truly wonderful illnstration of the waxim,
¢Union is strength) IT the sluggard may
learn industry from the ant, and the philo-
sopher take lessons from the bee, what hints
of practical wisdom may not the quarrel-
some, the unsocial, the vain, the unforbearing,
the ambiticus, and the divisive, learn frem any
onc of a hundred sgesics of the tiniest crea-
tures that exist ?

The displays of insect energy, connecied with
perseverance and instinctive skill, are so nu-
merous and remarkabic, that volumes havebeen
written to describe them. A beeile, through
sicady continuation of unaided effort, will, in
two days, bury beucath the soil, a substance of
forty times its own weight and bulk. A single
wasp wiil lay the foundation, skelch the out-
lines, and construct the clements, of an intricate
habitation, excrcising, at the same time, ajl the
care, and performing all the offices, of the foun-
dress of a colony, and the parent of a snummer’s

offspring of thirty theusund of her species. ‘I'he
sitk-worm spins un unbroken double thread of
silk, nearly one thousand feet in length, and
coils it with such compactness round its body
as to render it a sheath impervious to damp and
air, affording complete protection while the in-
sect passes from the coudition of a worm toits
matured state of a winged moth. The Cayenne
wasp manufactures a card so strong, so smoothy
and of so unifcrm a texture, as to rival many &
productien of the human pasteboard-maker, and
s0 curicusly employs it as a covering for its
nest, that 1ain-drops never rest upsn its hard
and pelished surface.  The bee continually, in
the consiructing of itscomb, solves the diffi-
cult geometrical problem:—A quantity ¢f wax
being given, how skall there be constructed
similar and equal cells, of the jargest eize in
proportion to the bulk of wmatter employed, and
so disposed as to oceupy the leest possible ex-
tent of spacc? Hundreds of instances like
these might be produced, exhibiting the effects
of industry or of instinctive wisdom,—all :llus-
trating how ¢very good are the small, as well
as the great, works of the Crcator,—and all
cchoing to the irresolute, the slothful, or the
sclf-conccited, these words of scasonable re-
proof and beneficent instruction: ¢Go to the
ant, thou slugaard.” Many =« lesson doinsects
teach, not mercly of perseverance and prudent
care, but of practical or cven manufucturing
skill.  'Were man less to consult his own inge-
nuity, than to explore or study, as exhibited to
him in the works or creatures of God, the adap-
tation of” animal mechanism, or adoption of in-
stinctive means, to the attainment of definite
ends, he woull at once renounce his highest
pretensions to the inventive wisdom, and blush
at the boastings of his pride, and make not a
few advances in the progress of useful improve-
ment.

To look at the ccomomy of insects, low
should christians be encouraged to trust and to
rcjoice in the Lord’s goodness and providential
love? Hec sustains the meanest creature which
exists, directing its instincts, and supplying its
wants; and shall he not much more give all ne-
cessary blessings to beings for whose sakes he
< spared not, but delivered up, his only begotten
Son? Shall he not ‘make all things work
together for good’ to redeemed souls,—to men
¢bought with a pricc,'—to ¢themn thatlove him,
and are the called according to his purpose i
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Lectures on the Revival of Religion. 5

LECTURES ON TR

This impoitast course of lectvres was con-
menced in Albion Church, on Subbath November
3d, when the Rev. Mr. Bonai, of Laibert, defivered
a most able and truly valuable introductory lccture.
The subjects embraced in it were—the nature of a
religious revival—the state of religion pecsliarly
requiring it—its eflects, and a vindication from
objections and prejudices. A revival he showed to
consist not in mere excitement, bat in the sclid
fruits of the Spirit, produced throagh the instin-

eatality of the ssund preaching of the Gospel,
waited upon with constancy amd cagerness by a
people, in deep carnest about the calvation of tixeir
souls, The presentstate of religion amongst us, he
showed, eminently to require such a revival, which
would quicken the graces of Ged's own pecple,
awaken and give spiritual life to the mass of steure
carnal professors, who occupy the lurge space be-
tween the true people of Gad, and the woild Iying
in open wickedness, and make aa in-toud upon
this outer domain of Swan itsclf) causing even it,
or parts of it, to become  the garden of the Lord.”
A very able vindieation against populur chjzctions
formed the concluding theme of fhe discourse.
‘The crowd, who were auxious to obtain admittance
into the large church, where the lezture was deliver-
ed was immense; nearly 2600 must have been
within the walls, and alinost as many were uanble
to gain admission.

The sccond lecture was delivered in the same
place and to an cqually numecrous audicnce, on
Sabbath, Nov. 10th, 1.r the Rev. Mr. Anderson of
Kirkfield, “on the work of Christ in connection
with the revival of religion The discourse was
very full and able, showmg the whole werk ¢f re-
vival to be intimately dependant on the waik of
Christ, in his atonement, rightcousness, and inter-
cession. Both discourses, when published, will be
read with much interest, and we trust with great
practical benefit. “The crowds have been so great,
that it was thought proper, last Sabbath, to open
t. David's Church, for the accommodation of those
who could not get adniittance to the lecturc. Mr.
Lorimer accordingly officiated there, to a large
congregation—his subject being “the descent of
the Spmt on the day of Pentecost” The lectures
were both repeated in St. George's Church, on the
Monday evenings, to full and respectable congre-

REVIVAL OF RELIGION,

aations, who were evidently deeply interested.

"The third of tae series of lectares on the revival
of religion, was delivered on Subbath, Nov. 17th,
in Albion Church, and re-delivered in St. George's
on Monday night, by the Rev. Alexander Moody
Stewart, of St Luke's, Edint hurgh.  ‘The subject
was “the work of the Uo[ Spirit in the revival of
religion.” The church was, if possible, even more
densely crowded than formerdy. A large number
who were uaable to find admission filled St.
David's, where the Rev, Alr. Paterson, of Hutche-
sontown, preached wa appropriate and excellent
sermon. Both oa the Rabbath and Mozday even-
ings, the peeuliar solemaity of the subject scemed
to arrest the atteation of the congregation. Mr.
Aloody Stewart taok his test fiom 1 Cor. il 14—
““'he natral mun reesi net the things of the
Spirit of God?»  Iiis clear and striking cxpesition
of the special and poweril operations of the Roly
Spirit, was caleulatsd to make w deep impression
on his hearers.  Such is the interest felt in the sub-
jw» of this important course, thatat the three ser-
vices onn Subbath aad Moaduy, upwards of five
thousand persons wese present,

The fourth of this service was delivered in Al-
bion Charch, on Sabbath (Dec. 1,) by the Rev. Dr.
Willis, of 1~c::ﬁehl Church. ‘T'he church was, as
usual, crowded long before the hour of meeting,
ad the numbers w T3 were naable to obtaia 'ulxmt-
ance filled St David's which was opened for that
purpose.  Dr. Willis's subjset was, “The Sove-
reigaty of God as connected with the Revival of
Religion,” which he hardled in a most luminous
and judicious manuncr—showing the sovercignty
ot Gad to be the sourcs of tho salvation of sinners,

and that instead of hindering prayer for the ou1~
pouring of the Spirit, it was an encouragement in
prayer to knew that God had ordained men to be
ed—that prayer itscif, @3 onc of the means lead-
ing to the conversion of sinners, was ordained in
t!nt connection ; and whea the spirit of prayer is
bestowed, the answer may confidently Le cxpected
in consequence of the ordination of Giod.  An ex-
cellent sermon was preached by Mr. Buchanan in
St. David’s, and on Monday Dr. Willis's lecture
was re-delivered in St George's to 2 large congre-
gation.—Scottisi Guardian.

.
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18 Red Sea. L'horghts on Nutional Humilialion.

RED SEA.

The Red Sea occupies a deep, rocky cavity, ex-
tending about one thousand one hundred and sixty
miles in length, and its mean breadth may be taken
at about one hundred and twenty.  Strabo has com-
pared its shape to that of a bread river; and it does
not receive the waters of a single tributary stream.
The name greatly puzzled the ancients, and has
occasioned in later times a display of much supee-
fluous learning to determine whether it wasderived
from the colour of the water, the reflection of the
sand-banks, and the ncighbouring mountains, or
the solar rays struggling through a dense atnios-
phare.  These various conjectures are set at rest;
both the zir and water are unusually ciear; the
thoory of King Erythrus is exploded; and the name
is now admitted to be merely a Gireck translation
of the “sca of Edom,” (a Tiebrew word denoting
Red,) so frequently mentioned by the sacred wri-
ters. Its suwrface is diversified witha nember of
islands; some of which, such as Kotemble, and
Gebel Tor, near Loheia, exhibit volcanic appear-
ances. The western coast is bold, and has wmore
depth of water than the castern, where the coral
rocks arc graduaily encroaching on their native el
ement. These reefs ave found dispersed over the
whole gulf, rising, in some places, ten fathoms
above the water.  The bottom is covered with an
abundant harvest of this substance as well as of
certain plants ; and, if examined in calm weather,
it has the appearance of verdantineadows, and sub-

marine forests ; phenomenawhich procured for this
gulf the appellation of Yiun Zuph, from the Jews,
and Balir Souf; from the Arabs, signifying (in both
languages) the “Sca of Green Weeds.” These
beautiful productions attracted the admiration of
antiquity. Strabo sccins to allude to them when
he speaks of trees, resembling the laurel and the
olive, grawing at the bottom and along the castern
coast of the Red Sca, which at ebb-tide were left
uncovered, thaugh at other tinees they were wholly

under water; a circnmstance deemed the more str~
prising, when contrasted with the nukedness of the
adjacent shores.  Burckhardt remarks, that the co-
ral in the inlet of Akaba is red, and thatin the gulf
of Suez the white is chicfly to be scen j—facts
which may rcconcile the discordant statements of
Bruce, Valentia, ITenniker, and other wwdern tra-
vetlers.

All who have frequented the Red Sea, have ol-
served the luminous appearance or phosphorescence
ofits waters. “It was beautiful,” says a graphic
writer, who sailed from Mocha to Cossceir, 10 Jook
down into this brightly transparent sea, and mark
the coral here in large masses of honeycomb-rock,
there in light branches of a pale red hue, and the
bed of green sea-weed, and the golden sand, and
the shells, and the fish sporting round the vessel,
and making colours of a beauty to the eye, which
is not their own.  Twice or thrice we ran on after
dark for an hour or two; and though we were all
fumiliar with the sparkling of the sea round the
boat at night, never have I'scen it in other waters
so supetlatively splendid. A rope dipped in it and
drawn forth, came up asa string of gems ; but with
2 life, and light, and motion, the diamond does not
know.” Those scalights have been explained hy
a diversity of causes; but the singular brilliancy
of the Red Sea scems owing to fish-spawn and an-
imalcule; a conjecture which receives some cor-
roboration from the circumstance, that travellers
who mention it, visited the gulf during the spawn-
ing period—that is, between the latter end ot De-
cember and the end of February.  The coral banks.
are less numerous in the southern parts. It de-
serves notice, that Dr. Shaw and Mr. Bruce have
stated, (what could be true, only so far as their own
experience went,) that they observed no species of
weed or flag; and thelatter proposes to translate
Yam Zuph, “the Sea of Ceral” a name as appro-
priate as that of Edonu—ndrew Crichleu.

THOUGHTS ON NATIONAL HUMILIATION.

AND ON THE DUTIES OF CANADIAN CHRISTIANS TO TUEIR COUNTRY AT THE PRESE:’ { CRISIS.

(Continued from page 8.)

[The true christian is the best of patriots.— heart “the Lord will hear my prayer and in-
He is cuabled to say that he prefers the things  cline his ear to my cry,” stands on a high van-

whichconcern the kingdom of the Saviour above
his chicf jny.  He who cansay witha believing

tage ground.] Here, indeed, is an influcnce,
herea dx_gnity and power which are not sought”



Phoughts on National Humiliation.

by all only because they are not belicved. in
the exercise of this influence there is no vanity
or pride, po presumption, no boasting, for glo-
tious as it is, humility is its foundation. Ilerc
is 1o jealousy, no josiling for pre-eminence, no
distinctions of birth or station, of wealth or ta-
lent, ofageor sex. IIcre is astmission welcome
and audience for all, net one simple and earnest
petition is rejected cr forgotten; but cvery
humble supplicant bearing on his hexrt the most
momentous intcrests ¢l a whole land is heard
with deep attention and tender love by him
who inhabits the praizes of eternity;” and who
shall complain of the only limitation he places
to full compliance with every request #in so
Jar as it shall be for his awn glory and for kis
people's gooil.”  Now is not. all this wonderful
though it appears consistent with the whole te-
nor of Scripture, and with many instances fur-
nished by sacred history? And if so, is not
every one negleetful of his daty to his Ged and
and to his country who does notscek to assume
that position in which, howeverable or influen-
tial he may be in other respecets, he can really
do more service than in any other way, and in
which, however humble, he is assured by God
he can at least do something ? And may we
not justly call on all our fellow subjects to
cease awhile from their doating dependence on
men and measures and expedients, their looking
for promotion to the north and the south, the
cast and the west, their contrivances and their
changes, until they seck awhile the prosperity
of their country from Ilim who alene can insure
it? Awaken then, ye who ave Christiang, ioa
consciousness of the resources with which you
are furnished and to a proper scuse of the true
dignity and influence with whieh, as children of
God, vou arc invested, and go for your coun-
try to the throne of grace by that way which
Christ has opened and consecrated for you.—
And just by how much the more you are anx-
jous or unable to discern, to advise, or toact
for the public good in the present crisis of our
affairs, so much the more frequently and car-
nestly in your family and in public, commit all
the interests of your country to the wisdom of
the only wise God, and to the protection of the
blessed and only potentate. Pray that the sins
of the land may be forgiven, thatmore time and
grace may be given us to Icarn rightcousness,
aud above all that that spirit whosc habita-
tion in the land alonc can bless or sccure us,
may be abundantly poured out on the hearts of’
both rulers and people. If such a prayer be
offcred and answered, as assuredly it will be
if offered in sincerity and truth with a firm

-
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beliel that though not the only, itis the first
and best gervice you ought to render, then how
blessed will be the result! The thick cloud of’
our sins will be Dblotted out, the thunders of’
judgment will roll at a distance, and the sun-
shine of prosperity wiil again beam upon us.—
We shall sce in the promwotion of true religion
by our Government, and ia the practice of it by
the people, the bestsecurity for our future wel-
fare, the deeply laid foundaticns of grace and
comfort, and the truc and heaven-appointed
defence against evil, whether in the form of in-
ternal agitation or ontward assavlt.

None can, however, fail to see how closcly
all this is conaccted with personal religion.  If
for ourselves individually, we seck not God,
if we are not moved with a deep anxiety about
our own immor:al souls, deep sorrow and reve-
rance to Christ as onr own Saviour, we can
never expect to be heard when we come to in-
tercede for others.  Dishoneunring God our-
selves, insensidle of our ncel of his friend-
ship to ourselves, and personally, neither fear-
ing his judements nor acknowlcdging his justice
nor repenting of our offences, it is an impious
mockery of Heaven to think that we can enjoy
the honour eof being successful petitioners at
1lis Throne for a whole community. In such
a case we must only be guilty of the inconsis-
tency of adding to the sum of that iniquity,—
nnbelief and irreligion of which we deprecate
the punishment, and with daring insolence
secking on behalf of others the blessings which
we do not deem it worth our while to seek for
oursclves. We cannct take @ proper part in
national humiliation, or in intercessions which,
on a day appointed for that purpose, arise from
all the Churches and Christigns in tiie land, un-
less we have personal convictions of &in, per-
sonal trust in God through Christ, personal
resolutions and endeavoursalter amendment and
true holiness of heart and life, If we continue
to “regard iniquity in our hearts, the Lord will
not hear us” ather for ourselves or for others,
and instcad of occupying on sucha day the
truly honourable and influential position of pro-
tectors of our country, we shall be only provo-
king God to more ¢ fiery indignation;” for it is
not until we fecl how great is His miercy in
permitting rebellious sinners such aswe are, to
approach ITim with confidence for oursclves that
He will admit our claim to tic high honour and
privilege of’ deprecating the wrath due to the
sins of @ whole irrcligious end ungrateful Pro-
vince.

C. C.
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Oriental Customs, §oc.—Ishmael in the Desert.

ORIENTAL CUSTOMS, &c—ISHMAEL IN THE DESERT.

Lrom the Weskly Christian Leacher.

Hagar, a3 the saered nareative informs usz, was a
native of Egypt. Tke Rabbins afliem that she was
the daughter of Pharavh; but Chrysostom says, that
she was onc of those slaves, whom, a3 it is supposed
to be intimated in Gen. xii. 16. Pharaoh gave to
Abraham, at the time that he entreated him well for
Sarai’s sake. The Mussulmans and Arabiaas, who
are descended from her son Ishmael, still hold her
memory in high estimation; and maintain that she,
and not Sarai, was Abraham’s lawful wife; and thar
Arabia, the lot of Ishmacl, is much more valuable as
a country, than the land of Canaan, that fell to the lot
of Isaac. This is one of the common manifestations
of human pride and vanity. The circumsiances in
which Hagar became one of the wives of Abram, are
briefly mentioned in the beginning of the 16th chapter
of the Book of Genesis, where we are told that it was
at the carnest request of Sarai hersell, and not by the
wish of Abram, and from an opinion which Sarai now
began to entertain, that the long promised child was
to be one by adoption, and not one to which she
herself should give birth.

Polygamy, in the early ages of the world, was al-
lowed by God; but in these cascs, however numerous
might be the wives of onc mau, there was always one
umong them, and génerally the one first wedded, who
had authority in the houschold, and was honoured by
the others as theirmistress.  This understanding pre-
vails in some parts of the East at the present day; and
when the fact is remembered, it shows us thatthe con-
duct of Hagar was highly inexcusable in betraying,
when she was about to give birth to Ishmael, an inso-
Ient and contemptuous spirit towards Sarai. If] ac-
cording to the distinction of the Rabbins, Hagarwas a
concubine only, and not a wife married by contract,
her behaviour was still more culpable ; although Savai
also was probably too severe in lier resentmente—
‘When she compluined unto Abram, we are told that
Abram said unto Sarai, ¢ Behold, thy muid is in thine
hand, do to her as it pleaseth thee.  And when Sarai
dealt hardly with her, she fled from her face” But
the angel of the T.ord found her by a fountain of water
in the wilderness, by a fountain in the way te Shur,
and cnjoined her ¢ to return to her mistress, and to
submit herself unto her hands.” She returned accord-
ingly, gave birth to Ishmacl, and Qwelt afterwards in
the family of Abraham for about sixteen or seventeen
years, when she finally departed, as mentined in the
verses we bave read.  The cause of her departure was
a quarrel, cr some contemptuous treatment, on the
part of Ishmael, towards Sarah, or her son 1saac, who
hiad just been weaned, and was the fruit, no doubt, of
an cnmity that had been growing since the birth of
Isnac, and implanted and fostered probably in the
hosom of Ishmacl by his mother, when she saw that
Isaac was likely to displace her own sou in the sftee-

tions of Abraham,and to dispussess him of the wealth
to which ho would otherwise have been entitled.—
Nothing would now satisfy Sarah but the immediate
cjection of Hagar and Ishmael; and Abraham, who
was muurally loath to such a step, from the deep hold
that Ishmael, his first-born child, had on his afiections,
yielded at length, in consequence of an admonition to
this effect from heaven, and the promise given along
with it:z—* Of the sced of the bondwoman also will I
mako a great natien, because he is thy seed.’

“There is much caution and tenderness apparent on
the part of Abraham, in the muuner in which he ar-
ranged the departure of Hagar and fshmael. Tt 100k
place carly in the morning, before Sarah, or perhaps
any other member of the family, could witness the
scenc, und also before the sun had arisen, so that the
wanderers might have time to obtain shelter ere its
meridian heat should come,  Suitable provisions were
also prepared, and a leathern bottie, filled with water,
whichwus so necessary in these scorching deserts, was
given them. It is difficult, however, to banish from
our minds the idea of cruelty, in the contemplation of
this scene.  Those provisions must have been but few,
which a female and a lad were able to carry insuch a
journey; and how little prospect, humanly speaking,
must Abraham have had that his wife ard child
should find their way in the desert? or, supposing
they would not wander, that their lives could be long
preserved amid those fearful wilds?  But while Abra-
ham, no doubt, lavished on them many acts of tender-
ness, of which the brief narrutive of Moses gives no
information, and did !l that was in his power to sccure
their safety; let it bo carefully remembered, that a
voicc from heaven had communded them to depart,—
that God had assured the patriarch of their preserva-
tion,—aund that Abraham had alrcady too much know-
ledge of the power and the goodness of God to doubt
that even miraculous influence, if it were necessary,
would be excrted in their behalf.  To a man so emi-
nent in faith as the Father of the faithful was, this was
sufficient consolation under this severe struggle of
parental affection; and the appearance of the angel to
Hagar, when she and her son were in an extremity of*
suffering, is a proof that on the goodness of God
Abraham did not rely in vain.

"There is a very popular exror abroad in reference ta
theage of Ishmael, at the period of his departure from
his father’s house.  In pictures, to be found inmany of
our parlours, of Iskmael’s exposure inthe desert, he is
represented as a child of only two, or, at the most, of
three yeors of age. This error has probably arisen
from the striking and pitiable nature of the incident
generally, and from the natural tendency of the humau
imagiration to cxuggerate whatever circumstances aro
affecting in such a scene.  The thought of an infune
and its mother, exposed and alone in a wide howling
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twilderncss, arrests attention and commands our sympn-
thy. The wordsof at least one copy of the Septuagint
have tended to circulate the mistake ; for they repre-
sent Abraham, as not only giving to Hagar the bread
and the bottle of water, but as placing Ishmacl alsoon
her shoulders; and many have been confirmed in this
error, by the hasty perusal of thuse two passages inour
own translation of the scriptures, where itis said, ‘She
cast the child under one of the shrubs, as if she bad
been hitherto carrying him; and those words of the
ungel, ¢ Arise, 1it up the lad, and hold him in thine
hand,’ as if this language meant that she was to raise
and support him in her arms.  But on examining the
record, you will find that Ishmacl was not, at this
moment, such a child .as to be capable of being so
ireated by Hagar. In Genesis xvi. 16, we are told,
that, at the birth of Ishmael, Abram was fourscore
and six yenrs old ; and in Gen. xxi. 5, that he was an
hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to
him, at which time Ishmacl must have been fourtcen
years of age. Further, from the verses that imme-
diately follow in the chapter last veferred to, we learn
that it was not till Isanc was weancd, and probubly
some considerable time after this, that Ishmael de-
parted from his father’s house.  Itis disputed at what
period children, in those days, and in those countrics,
were weaned. Some say that it was not umil they
were five, others, until they were three, years of age.
The latter opinion seems to be confirmed by the
speech of the mother to her son in2 Maccab. vii.
27 , *O my son, have pity upon me that bare thee,—
and gave thee suck three years, and nourished thee,
and brought thee up;’ and from what is stated in re-
ference to children of three years of age, in 2 Chron.
xyxi. 16, From what is written concerning Samucl
when he was weaned, 1 Sam. i. 293—28., it is certain
that he must have beenat least three, if not four or
five years of age. Adding those threc or four years
then, during which Isaac was weaned, to the age of
Ishmael at the birth of Isaac, Ishmacl, at the time of
his departurc from the house of Abraham, must have
been a lad of seventecn or cighteen years of age; and
instead of being borne, in this journcy, in the arms of
his mother, he must himself have assisted her in bear-
ing the provisions with which Abraham had furnish-
ed them.

His youth accounts for his failure from fatigue, be-
fore the strength of his mother, @ woman in mature
life was exhausted ; and what is mcant by ‘her cast-
ing the child under one of the shrubs,” is simply this,
—that, having endcavoured to support him for a time,
giving him her arm, when suffering from heat and
thirst, she laid him down atlength, perbaps at his
own request, and in the thought that hie was about to
die, under a shrub, whose shade and moisture might
somewhat soothe his theobbing temples,—und that
she did it also with those feelings of distraction, by
which, in such circumstauces, 8 mother’s heart must
lhave been torn; and those words of the angel, ¢ Arise,
fift up the lad, and hold himin thine hand,’ are sim-
ply to be understood as a command to persuade him
10 attempt to 1ise, and to assist him in that attempt,

1hat he might botter receive the cooling draught she
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was to bring from the well which the angel was about
to show to her.  These facts, in reference to the ago
of Ishmael, then, should banish from our minds the
mistake to which we have been adverting.  T'hey re-
licve the sacred narrative on this point from miscon-
ception, and should guard us against the many sur-
nuses of harshness and cruelty, whichthose who over-
lock these acts, are ready to entertain concerning this
part of the conduct of Abraham,

The wilderness in which Hagar and Ishimael wan-
dered, was the wilderness of Beershebn or Shur,—the
same desert into which ITagar fled at her first dispute
with her mistress Sarai.  Whether this desert was
chosen by Ishmael, as perhaps one of the nearvst to
Lis father's dwelling, and where, in its vast solitudes,
he might soonest burythe wrathand disappointment of
bis proud spirit,—or whether it was chosen by Hagar,
as the nearest route to Ilgypt,—we are not informed.
Itis not unlikely that the latter was the truth. It was
natural for Hagar to seek refuge in the place of her
nmativity. Among her own kindred she might hope to
find the asyluin which had been denied her by Sarah;
and here also she would obtain protection and guar-
dianship for her son; but if this was her intention, it
was not, through the over-ruling purposes of Heaven,
at this time, at least, to be accomplished. The wilder-
ness of Beersheba lies at the north-castern extremity
of the Red Sea, and is the northern part of the great
desert of Arabin.  According to some persons, it is of
vast expanse, and cannot be travelled in less than forty
days by the nearest route, and “so wild and desolate,
that no blade of verdure is to be seen; and were it not
for a few hardy plants, such as the tamarind and aca-
cin, it would scem aregion wherein nature was wholly
dead ;” but, accerding to others there are within it
spots, where bushes of various kinds are 10 be found,
such as the thorn-tree and certain odoriferous plants ;
but the most pleasing descriptions that are given of it,
vepresent it as being, generally, a fearful scene.  We
do not mean, however, again to dilate on those awful
sufierings to which travellers in these deserts were ex-
posed from the burning sands, the heat of the sun, and
the scarcity of water. You will remember the des-
criptions we have already given, and be able to appre-
ciate the miserable prospect, and the actual sufferings,
of Hagar and Ishmael. Even where springs of water
exist in these wilds, they are not always casily discover-
cd by a stranger; and travellers, afier much fruitless
search for this precious liquid, have frequentlylaindown
to die, even in the neighborhood of a well. Theve-
not, in this very wilderness. founda Janguishing Arab,
who had been without food or drink for five days, and
who, like Ishmael, had laid his head under a bush to
smell the damp of its scanty verdure; and Campbell,
who had travelled one whole day without obtaining
water, and halted at sunsct in great distress from thirst,
found, on the return of morning, that he had rested
within a few yards of a fountain. These facts show us
that we need not imagire, assome have done, that the
well which Hagar saw when ¢ the angel of the Lord
opened her eyes,” was one that, at the will of heaven,
bad at that instant sprung into being. Hagar, in such
a situation, might well be in despair, like others who
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havo since been in similar circumstunces; und all that
is meant by the words wo have quoted may be simply
this:—Thut the angel of the Lord showed her the
fountain that was alveady in her neighborhood, and
which, notwithstanding all her search, had yet, in this
moment of distraction, escoped ber notice.
From the length at which we have now dwelt on
this interesting episude in patriurchal history, we must
forbear at present, to expatiate on the fine pictuie it
exhibits of the depth of muternal affection—1Jagur
being herself insensible, apparently, to her own sufler-
ings, from the intensity of her concern for her child,
and the despaiv in which the prospect of his death in-
volved her—and other circumstances of equalinerest,
briefly, but beautifully,adverted to in the Mosaic record,
Let it suflice to state in conclusion, that, as weare in-
formed in the closing verses of the passage, Ishmuel
ok up his dwelling in this desert. “Lhe journey to
Egyptseems for the present to have been relinquished;
but Hagar, ut least, appears to have afterwords visited
the place of her birth. ¢ Gon was with the lad, and he
grew, and dwelt in the wilderness, and became an
archer § and he dielt in the wilderness of Pavan; and
bis mother took him a wite out of the land of Egypt)’
Arabig, in one part of the desert of which Ishmael
now wandered, was the posscssion that now fell to
thiz son of Abrabam ; and God hath fulfilled his pro-
mise, that he would ¢ make of him a great nation.'—
[t scems probable, from what is stated in Genesis,
xxxvi. 4., that he had more wives than one, but we
arc informed he had twelve sons born to him, corres-
ponding to the twelve tribes of Isracl, that ufterwards
sprang from his Lrother Isauc, und one daughter of
the name of Mahalath, or Bashemath, the sister of
his son Ncbajoth, and who afterwards, as we are
told in Genesis xxviit. 9., becume one of the wives of

ke Church of England, a Half-Reformed Church.

Esau, the son of Isuac. It isa striking fact, borng
out by the testimony of numerous travellers, that to
this day, notwithstanding the many generations thut
have clapsed, and the migrutory churacter of the life
of the Arabians, these twelvetribes of the descendents
of Ishmuel still exist, ns distinct and independent
clans, Jerome says, that, in his time, the districls of
Arabia were called by the names of these tribes.—
Since the seventh century of the Christian cra, they
have ahnost all embraced the religion of Mahomet ;
but they ure still, in their gencral character, and not-
withstanding their proverbial hospitality to strangevs,
true to the prophetic description given of them by the
angel before the birth of their finher: “And he will
be o wild man; his hand shall be against every man,
and every man's hand againsthim; and he shall dwell
in the presence of all bis brethren.” It must surely be
impossible for you to leave the incident on which we
have been commenting, without feeling impressed by
the thought of that ever during and universal control
which the Almighty exercises over the destinies of
men,—how unerring is s forcknowledge,—and how
certainly his finger is moving in uil events, and among
all people, whether savage or civilized.  Natious rise
und foll.  Extensive migrations of men take place,
from one corner of our globe to another. War, and
famine, und pestilence, and the unsparing hand of time
acomplish their devastations and their changes; and
yet, from onc end of our carth to the other, nothing
happens but what ¢ Gop’sown hand and counscl had
determined beforchand should be done.” ¢ All flesh
is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of
grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof
fulleth away; but the word of the Lord endurcth for
ever.’ ¢ Idis counsel stands and he docth all his plea-
sure.”

THE CHURCIL OF ENGLAXND, A HALF-REFORMED CHURCH:

Most of our readers arc aware that a parly
in the Church of England, whose head quarters
are at Ozford, are laboring to introduce popery
into that chureh, as well as into the country at
large, under the mask ofa concern for religion.
Diverse able writers have exposed the nature
of their opinions. "The author of the following
article, who, we believe, is a minister of the
Scots Church in England, hasbeen especially
successiul, and for this reason we have thought
it our duty 1o submiz the article to the perusal
of our rcaders. We are indebted for it to the
Edinburgh Christian Instructor, a journal aow
of long standing and well carned celebrity in
contending for seriptural truth. ' We may here
observe thut we have always csteemed the pi-

ous among the laity and clergy of the Churcls
of England, and itis, therefore, not without
rcluctance that we have scen it our duty to
testify our approval, as we now cordially do, to
the conclusions of this writer, regarding the
church to which they belong. We certainly
do, and will make the distinction, between
christian worth, inthe retircment of private
life, and a faction who have neither the word of
Gop, nor aught of candor and honesty to sup-
port them. They would be bishops, after the
model of Rome, but for the light of scripture,
which is rcad in onr sanctuarics, and schools,
and cotiages—and which, if they could exclude
Ly means of the writings of men of after Limes
on which they lean,and were permitted to have
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their hearts content, to sit in the casy chair of
apostolical suceession ; we should be forced to
say of them with the great Milton, that they
were but WOODEN BISIIOPS after all* It
is an casy thing for the Oxford fellows, in
learned leisure, to pen dissertations, that the
Gishops are the genuine successors of the
Apostles ; doubtless the toil will not go un-
rewarded, but we say, it is a base thing in men,
who have subscribed the testimony which the
Church of England, in her articles at least,
bears to the truth of the Protestant faith, to
suy that they hate the reformation, and to
spealt contemptuously of the confessors and
martyrs, who, ander Gaod, accomplished o work
that is gloricus, so far as it goes. That we do
not misrepresent their opinions, the sequel will
shew:—¢] hate,” says Froude, in one of his
letters published by the Oxford faction, I hate
the reformation more and more.  Why do you
praise Ridley 2 And agzin, speuking of Dr.
Jewell, ¢one of the brightest names of the
reformation,’ “Jewell was what you would call,
in these days, an irreverent dissenter” We

* The Church of England, after the example of
Tome, bhas raised a cluss of men above their fellows.
They have the power of ordiration while the Preshy-
ters have not.  We contend that there is no wariant
for the distinction. It is a piece ol * will worship,”
a ¢ tradition of men,” and continued ** fur the sake of
advantag».”  Dresbytersand Bishops arc oue and the
same in the scriptures.  1ad there been such u difler-
ence, as that one class of men were to ordain, and the
other were not, though possessing the power to preach,
and dizpense the sucraments, this difference would
have been clearly marked in the word of God. To
sappose that Bishop und Presbyter should be used
indiseriminately, while such a distinction existed in
the offices. is absurd.  And yet, how stands the
matter? Presbyter and Bishop are convertible terms;
that is, a Presbyter is a Bishop, and a Bishop is o
Presbyter.  Every one knows that the German critics
are of wreatly superior scholarship to the Oxford
Papists, und what suys Neander, ‘the prince of living
theologians,” “ BISHOP, Episcopos, (Overseer or
Superintendent.) This was the title which the Apos.
tles gave to those office-bearers whow they appointed
as the presidents of the newly appointed chuistian
church, to whom they delivered the temperal, as well
as the scriptural superintendence of her atfairs and
interests. (Compare Acts 11—30,with Acts 20—23;
Thilipians 1~~1; Tiws 1—7.) They are also figura-
tively called Poiincres, (shepherds, ov pastars.) AT
THE FIRST, BISHOPS AND PRESBYTERS
WERE THE SAME AND IDENTICAL.” The
re-appropriation, thevefore, we say of the divine right
of ordination, by the reformers Kuox and others, (who
were Presbyters), was sauctioned by scripture, and no
practise to the contrary, however long continued, could
deprive them of that right, any more than the discon-
tinuanco for ages, of giving the cup to the laity could
pravent them from re-appropriating what was their
own. Foraverycompendious exposition that Bishop
is only another name for the Presbytery, see volume
2 of the Canadian Christian Examiner, page 241,
scction xix.—EptTor.
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have only to add, that we entreat the attention
of our readers, who have heard of the doings of
these men, to the following paper.  We have
been obliged to keep out all the writer’s notes,
and to abridge a few passages, to bring the
whole within the limits of our journal:—

“Itis a well known historical fuct that in
the reign of Queen Elizabeth, Roman Catholic
priests took orders in the Chumich of England
tor the purpose of undermining the Protestant
faith: and it is not less well known that the
same Jesuitical plan, and for the same purpose,
was resorted to in the reign of Charles 1., dur-
ing the disputesbetween nm and his parliament.
But it may not be cqually known, that the
Church of England has never been frec of men
ol" Popish spirit, creed and sentiments; that
such have ministered at her ‘altars,” yea, have
sat upon her cpiscopal thrones; aud yet that s
also a iact. What was bishop Wilson, buta
Papist ?  What was bishop XKen, and indeed
the whole body of the Non-Jurors, but Papists.
in every thing essential to the name? Which
of the dogmas of Rumanism did Laud, Primate
of all England, abjure 7* And how thoroughly
were hiz principles understood, and his services
to her cause appreciated by Rome, when he
was offered a cardinal’s hat? It is but a few
years ago since priest Gandolphy wrote bishop
Marsh, urging. in all simplicity, that now since
the bishop of Peterborough had in his avowed
works abjured the distinguishing doctrines of
Protestantism, and embraced those of Roman-
ism, he ought, were it from no other motive,
even out of consistency, to leave the Church of
England and join the Chmich of Rome. The
Hon. and Rev. Arthur Spencer, brother to the
Right Hon. Earl Spencer, formerly Lord Al-
thorp, when from being a priest of the Angli-
can, he became a priest of' the Roman Church,
took but one step, and that ncither a wide nor
a violent step, from the position he had been
tanght to occupy by his tutor, the Rev. Mr.
Vaughan of Leicester: in fact, to drop the
figzure, he but carried out the principles in
which he had been nurtured in the English
Church.,

¢ Nor have we any great cause to wonder at
ahe Popery of the Church of England in her
liturgy, rubrics, canons, vestments, rites, and
in what may be termed her traditional, as dis-
tinguished from her symbolical theology; that
is, (for the subject is of impoitance, although
we dwell upon it,) the doctrines which are
currently taught orally in her pulpits, especial-
ly collegiate and cathedral pulpits, and the
professors’ chairs at the universities. It iswell
known that her constitution, ritual, and liturgy,
were never reformed to the extent which her
Cranmers, and her Latimers, and even her
Sancrofts and Stillingfleets desired. Leo X.

* Laud was a persecutor of the Covenanters. He
had slain them with the sword, and he was himsslf
shain with the sword during the usurpation of Crom.
well.—Editor.

. L
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was deposed by Henry VIII. only that hemight
mount the tiara on his own crown. Reform wus
as impossible under Henry as it had been under
Leo, and the English Pope would as speedily
have consigned to the flames uny heretic who
should dare to question s infullibility, or act
without his mandate, as could be done by his
+Cousin’ of Rome. At the death of Ienry,
therefore, the Chuich of England was reformed
just so far as suited his caprice, his bigotry, or
superstition: and how far that was. muy be in-
ferred from the fact that Henry, who becamea
nor pupisty (for he never was a Protestant) on-
ly from his Justs, when he saw death approach-
ing, made s peace with Rome and died in her
communion;  prodigal son, of whom certainly
she has greut cause to be proud.

“‘The short reign of Edward VI. with the
adverse influence of the popish hierarchy, and
the factions that distracted the court, and dis-
tutbed the kingdom, rendered it impossible to
complete an extensive and complicated reform-
ation, or consolidate the Protestant interest on
a firm basis. What had been effected, however,
was valuable as laying a foundation for more
extensive reforms, on which Cranmer and his
associutes were most zealously engaged, when
the English Josias, as he was fondly termed,
departed this life and was succeeded by his sis-
ter, the bloody popish Mary. All the reforms
which had been accomplished since the time
that her futher first quarrelted with Rowe, it
was the primary and unceasing care of this bi-
got to cverturn. She seemed to iive for no
other purpose than to make England once more
a fiet 'of Rome, its suvereign a vassal of the
pope, and she was most zealously and efficient-
ly supported in all her measures by her cousin,
cardinal Pole, and bishops Gardiner and Bonner.

«Llizabeih, on her accession, found Popery
established by law, and entrenched behind every
barrier which ingenuity coutd invent, or power
rear for its protection. The maxims of policy
on which she acted all her life, without making
any allusion to her own personal fuith, rendered
it imperative on Elizabeth that she should over-
turn Popery, as the great enemy of her rights,
and re-estublish Protestantismn, as the great
charter of her own prerogatives, and the right
hand of her power. But it was as inconsistent
with her will, as it would have been incompati-
ble v.ith her creed, and incongruous with her
policy and maxims of government, to permit
her subjects to act, cither in church or state,
except as the mere instruments of her pleasure,
Llizabeth was suspicious by natare, by educa-
tjon, and by neceszity; and despotic by tempera-
ment, by habit, and by policy. She imperiously
exacted, and from all quarters obsequiously
received the most implicit obedience to her
every mandate; and nothing can more demon-
strably cxhibit the extent of her authority, than
the mastery she exercised over her ministry,
and the terror she inspired into the greatest
men that Engiand has ever produced.

# Popery, then, was ostensibly expelled from

o falf-Refurmed Church.

the Church of England by Elizabeth. But it
did not consist with her views to extend the
Reformation further than to remove the most
glaring corruptions in doctrine—to abjure the
temporal claitns ot’ Rome—to subject the church
to the state, and wield the crozier in the same
hand which bore the sceptre.  T'he unscriptu-
ral order of bishop, with all the unscriptural
state cercmony and circumstance connected
with it, was retained. T'he Pupish mass-book
waus translated, some prayers being leit out, and
constituted, by act of purliament, the liturgy of
the Church of England; yet, even thus altered,
still retaining so many of its former properties,
that James VI. (while king of Scotland, before
he became sufficiently enlightened to be aware
of the heresy of the declaration) declared openly
that the English Service was an ‘ill-said Mass.’
The vestinents, the ceremonies, the church
furniture of the old regime, were most religious-
lf' preserved, and most despotically imposed.—
The furmer incumbents, especially in remote
country parishes, remained undisturbed in their
cures, and under the name of Protestants, were
as much Papists in heart, and almost as much
1n their ministrations, as they had ever been.—
T'he more sincere Roman Catholics either were
deprivel of their stations, because they wounld
not confortn to the new order of things, or
voluntarily relinquished them; while the hypo-
critical and the unprincipled retained their liv-
ings by taking the newly required ouths, but all
the while remained confirmed Papists. The
more cnlightened of the Protestant bishops and
clergy, whose conscicuces had not been very
genily taxed to conform to the established order,
lived in the hope that circumstances would soon
enable them to bring the Church of England
into a closer conformity to the Church of Scot-
land, and to the Protestant churches of the con-
tinent of Europe, DBut during the life of
Elizabeth, it would have heen death for any one
to make the attempt, and she outlived the most
of those great and good men whom she sum-
moned to the administration of affairs at her
accession to the throne. She had sothoroughly
instilled her own spirit into those whom she
admitted into her councils, and had modelled
the -church so firmly according to her own
views, that it must have been more difficult to
have made any further yeforms at the period of
her demise, than it had been at the death of her
father. The pure spirit which had been so
widely diffused at the outburst of the Reforma-
tion, had by this time evaporated ; the fermen-
tation had subsided. The grosser errors, cor-
ruptions, and abominations of the Papacy had
been removed, and could not now rouse popu-
lar indignation, nor so clearly justify the demand
for farther reforms. Besides, there was still in
existence & powerful faction of Papists, whom,
supported as they were known to be, by foreign
powers, it would be more the policy of Eliza-
beth to conciliate by concessions, than exasper-
ate by unnecessary or avoidable demands. In
addition to all this, many new rights had been
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vested, now offices created, new families en-
dowed, and new powers granted, and all whose
position might be endangered by change, clung
to things as they were.  When thus we view
the obstacles in the way of any further reforms
during the life, and at the demise of' Elizabeth,
who, it is more than suspected, died as she had
lived, a semi-papist, we can easily perceive that
no change could be eflected, even if it had been
desired. Desired indeed it was, by the best and
nublest of the clergy; but they were too few
and feeble to accomplish their object against a
tyrannical court, a time-serving clergy, a profli-
grate nobility, and an uneducated and almost
Popish population. ,

«W hat was not effected under Elizabeth, cou'd
hardly be mooted under her successor, James 1.
Like all men of overweening vanity, Jumes
deemed himself qualified to decide upon every
subject; like all imbeciles, he dreaded opposi-
tion ; like all cowards, he was instinctively
cruel ; and like the whole race from which he
sprung, he was by nature tyrannical and capri-
cious; and while all his life he was but the mere
slave of some minion, lay or clerical, the slight-
est attempt openly to control his high preroga-
tive proceedings, was sure to rouse his most
envenomed vindictiveness. When he ascended
the Bnglish throne, he found the bishops of the
Church of England so very supple and obse-
quious to his most arbitrary and illegal proceed-
ings, so much the antipodes to the stern
Presbyters of the north, that his hatred of
Presbyterianism was intensated, and, with his
favorite proverd, ¢no bishop, no king,’ ever on
his lips, he devoted a mind fertile in resources,
and unfettered by grace, mercy, or truth, to
make a semi-popish Episcopacy the only religion
of his empire. It could not be expected, there-
fore, that James would even attempt to advance
the reformation in England. On the conirary,
he exerted himself to bring the Church of Eng-
land to a nearer conformity to the Church of
Rome, This was all very natural, when we
bear in mind, what is now an historical fact,
that James died an avowed Papist, that during
his life he had made avertures of reconciliation
to Rome, and wanted only time and courage to
make his overtures public.

« What James wanted—time and courage—
were abundantly possessed by his successor,
Charles I. The tragical fate of this prince pre-
vents our dragging his demerits into light; but
surely this much must be granted, and this much
as essential {o our purpose, must be said, that
Charles, like his primate Laud, was more than
one half a papist. And yet the Church of Eng-
land, by her ¢thirtieth of January’ services,
has dignified him with the ¢name, title and es-
tate’ of ¢King Charles the Martyr "—has
caused prayers to be offered to God concerning
him, which do not speak the truth, and has pour-
ed from her ten thousand pulpits, panegyrics the
most fulsome upon this, we fear, wilfully misled
monarch, while she has ruthlessly denounced
her invectives against. those noble minded he-
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roes, and righteous and legitimate martyrs to
Christ’s ¢crown and covenant,’ whom his mi-
tred myrmidons and booted apostles had bunted
and destroyed like wild bensts of prey. Could
any reform be expected of” Charles 1.*

¢ We need not follow up this synoptizal view
of English history by any comment upon the
¢great rebellion,’ or tho restored profligate ty-
rant, Charles 1I, who, iike his compeers, was an
infidel, while in health, but a papist at the pros-
pect of death, and why, inlec:, haid conformed
to the Church of Rome while an exile ; and
even after his restoration to the throneof these
realms, nmeanly received an anrual pension from
the King of France, as a bribe for the restora-
tion of Popery !  Before this period, the Church
of England wus fixed upon a permanent basis ;
nor has any change which has taken place since,
nor even the revolution, made her more reformedd
or more Protestant in her spirit or ceremonies.

“The Church of England, by retnining so
much of Papery in her canons, her liturgy and
ritua!, in the traditional theology of her colleges,
and the weekly ministrations of her parochial
clergy, has left a flaw in her bulwarks through
which Popery may at any time re-enter and re-
occupy her thrones, har chairs and her pulpits.
Laud, who, in this couniry, was the first of any
note who became an avowed Arminian, went,
a3 we have already seen, to the outer court, if
not to the very sanctuary, of Popery. The
Non-jurors in the reign of William 1II, were
Arminian, and also strongly tinged with Ro-
manism. High Churchism, which regards Laud
as father, and the Non-jurors as sponsors or
dry nurses, are Arminian, and, to a wan, semi-
popish. And thus from the first, down to the
present day, we have traced an unbroken suc-
cession of Papists in the Church of England.

“But the most undisguisel body of Papists
that has ever appeared iu visible commaunion
with a Protestant Church, has lately settled at
Oxford ; just as might be expected, in that Uni-
versity which has ever been the strong hold of
High Churchism. When it is remembered that.
in the reign of Elizabeth, Jesuits took orders in
the Church of England, for the purpose of des-
troying her, and that they did the same in the
reign of Charles I, we own that, @ priori, we
see no reason to doubt that there are Jesuits
among the authors of the ¢Tracts for the
Times.” We have made inquiry, but, living at

* Charles the first, like his friend Land. was a per-
secutor of the faithful in Scotland.  He was a tyrant
and murderer, and itis little to the credit of the Church
of England that she applics the much-honeured nantoe
of MARTYR to him. The Covenauters spoke trath,
though some of the Bishops denied it, wlhen they de-
clared on the scaffold that their cnemies were leading
the Church of Scotland back to Rome. They coupled
prelacy and popery together in their testimony, and
they sealed this teatimony with their blood. Heer
what Dr. Wiseman, of the English College, in Rome,
says: ‘I have myself seen his (Charles’) letter to the
Pope, whercin he intimates his readiness to barter the
Protestant religion in England, for temporal assistance
from the Holy See.’
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this distance, we have not heen very successful
in eliciting much information relative to the
heads of this party. We have, however, ob-
tuindd the following information. ‘The origi-
nator, and most active member of the Oxtord
Tract party, we believe, is the Rev. J. 1. New-
man, B. D. Fellow of Oriel college, and Vicar
of St. Mary the Virgin, the University Church.
‘T'he most celebrated by place and name, is the
Rev. Dr. Pusey, regius professor of Hebrew,
and canon of Christ's Church, The only other
individual, resident in Oxford, who is decmed
worthy of baing tssociated with these two, but
who is also owned as a leader, is the Rev. Dr.
Keble, also Fellow of Oriel, prefessor of pee-
try, and Vicar of Hursely, Hants. Of the pre-
vious history of these men, we know but litile,
yet that little is ivsteuctive.  Dr. Pusey, when
a young man—and he is but yet in the very
prime of life—spent some time in Germany, and
when he returned to Ingland, became an apo-
logist of Rationalism. Mr. Newman, for the
benefit of his health, was obiiged, some years
ugo, to reside for some time in the south of
Europe, where, of course, he could not but be
brought into contact with Popery in its most
gorgeous and fascinating forms. Before that
period, he was regurded as ‘Low Church,’ or
Lvangelical, but had been on intimate terms
with some High Churchmen of his ccllege,
whose influence upon his views and feelings
seems to have been most pernicious. Indeed,
we can now prove, and from the mast unobjec-
tionable evidence, viz. the ¢ Life and Remains’
of the Rev. R. H. Froude, (of which more a-
1non,) that these High Churchmen irom the first
looked upon Newman as one who, when his
views and feelings were fully developed, should
join their party; and while this was an event at
which they would rejoice, it, of course, urged
them to the more zealous labours to effect its
accomplishment. One of the most ominious
phases presented by this Oxford heresy, i, its
sceming adaptation to seduce Evangelicals as
well as Arminians ; an adaptation whose exist-
ence and efficacy are proved by the lamentable
apostacy of many excellent men. We have not
time at present to investigate the cause of this
evil; but we cannot help throwing out the hint
to be foliowed up by our readers for themselves,
that the rcasonwhy good, pious men, of ortho-
dox sentiments in the Church of England have
joined the Oxford party, is this—the Church of
England, like the Church of Rome, has made
piety to depend so little on enlarged and correct
knowledge of scripture, and so much on pray-
ers of uninspired composition, and a ceremonial
of human origin, that the piety of her members
is apt to form o perilous alliance either with the
senses or the imagination. Of the personal
history of Dr. Keble, prior to his appearance as
one of the Oxford fathers, we have not been
able to obtain any accurate information.
“The first public appearance of this party
took place in the year 1833, when they began
to publish what they termed ¢ Tracts for the
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Times! These ¢Tracts’ both original and
extracted, were small treatises, generully upon
some head in theology controverted between
Protestants and the church of Rome. In these
discussions Popery was openly apologised for,
many of its exploded dogmas revived, and the
distinguishing tenets of Protestantisma duringly,
but with seeming candour, questioned, reason-
cd aguinst, rejected.  Despite of the talent with
winch these treatises were undeniably written,
they tailed to excite any interest ; and in order
to enable their authors to prosecute their plans,
und continue the series, they were obliged to
apply to their friends for pecuniary aid.  This
aid was requested, however, only as a loan, to
be repaid whenever the success of the underta-~
king should render it possible ; and we may
add, that the restitution has been most honor-
ably accomplished. Unpromising, however,
though the commencement of the enterprise
appeared, the Tract writers persevered ; and
now, besides liquidating their debts, they supply
a handsome revenue, which of course is applied
to purposes of propagating their faith,  So
successful indeed has been this new collége
¢de propaganda,’ that at this moment they pos-
sess an influence which is all but sovereign in
the church ; and nothing we are verily persua-
ded, prevents their acting upon their principles
out and out, but a salutary fear of the church
of Scotland, of' the English Dissenters, of Her
Majesty’s Ministers, and of the-spirit of the
age ; and of the four we know not which comes
in for the greatest share of rancorous vindict-
iveness, virulent vituperation, and mendacious
contumely.

“But is it quite certain that this party medi-
tates any change in the constitution, formula-
ries, canons, rites, and liturgy of the church of
England ?  Are they not slandered and perse-
cuted, or too weak to excite apprehension 7—
We have already made some allusion to their
strength : we shall have occasion at o subse-
quent stage, to revert ta the topic, and shall
not now wait to say more than that there has
not existed in England, since the days of Laud,
a party so formidable to civil and religious lib-
erty, by unity of design, sagacity in procedure,
zeal, talents, numbers, and resources, as the Ox-
ford Tract divines. But in regard to the other
question, viz. whetherthey meditate any change
in the church, we now proceed to submit evi--
dence equal todemonstration. That they dome-
ditate and purpose nothing short of a total sub-
version of Calvinism, and in fact of Protestant-
ism, which in their vocabulary are synonymous,
they most ingenuously avow, they openly glory
in asserting. Our first witness to establish
this point, shall be the British Magazine, a
monthly periodical, and one of their own or-
gans. ‘We are aiming,’ candidly avows this
writer, ¢we are aiming at the commanding mo-
ral influence which attended the early church,
which made it attractive and persuasive, which
manifested itself ina fascination sufficient to
elicit out of paganism, and draw into itself, all
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that was noblest ond best from the mass of
mankind, and which created an internal system
of such grace. beauty, and mujesty, that be-
lievers were moulded  thereby into martyrs and
cevangelists. Now let us see,’ continues this
scarcely masked Papist ; and it' our readers
wish to be able to understaud his projects, they
must read them with a book in their hand,
swhich we are aware is rather rare in Scotland,
we mean the ‘Book of Common Prayer,’ of the
Church of England, ¢ Now let us see,’ he coun-
tinues, ¢what materials we have for a similer
spiritaal structure, if we keep what through
God’s good providence has descended to us.—
£'irst, we have the «Ordination Service,” ne-
knowledging three, and only three divinely ap-
pointed orders ofministers,’ (viz. bishops, priests
and dcacons ; and i’ so, on their own princi-
pies, we ask them whence did they derive arch-
bishops, archdeacons, deans, rural ceans, pre-
bendaries, cancns, chancellors, carates, &c. &ec.
which even apostolical traditions will not be
tound to sanction ?) ¢implying a snccession, and
the bishops® divine commission for continuing,
it, and assigning to the presbytery,’ (that is, to
the parochial clergy, for thereis no presbytery
in the Church of England, in the Scottish or
Presbyterian sense of the word, the bishop
being the only organ of ordination, superinten-
dence, und discipline,) ¢ the power of retaining
and remitting sins: these are invaluable us
being essential admissions.” (The writer means
we presume, essential admissions in favor of
popery.) ¢JVext, we have the plain statements
of the general necessity of the sacraments for
salvation, and the strong language of the ser-
vices in the administration of them.” (See the
Prayer Book, in its order of Baptism and the
Supper, which, us the Britisk Magazine rightly
states, gives a very favorable hook on which
popery may be fastened.) ¢We have contir-
mation and matrimony recognised as spiritual
ordinances,* and with a little management we
may spiritualize them into sacraments, as our
sister of Rowme has already done. ¢We have
forms of absolution and blessings.” (And this,
although courtly Cranmer, and sincere Ridley,
and ¢honest’ Latimer never discovered, it is
quite enough to supply the stem on which to
engraft ‘auricular confession,’ and every other
delicate thing that has becn commonly associa-
ted with it.) ¢ Further, we have the injunction
of daily service, and the solemnization of fast
and festival days,” (which, with skilful manage-
ment, may be made to warrant daily masses, and
high wasses, saints’ festivals, ecclesiastical and
feast'duys, and indeed any thing else we, the
lordly apostolic clergy, have a fancy to intro-
duce.) ¢ Lastly, we have a yearly confession
of the desirableness of a restoration of the prim-
itive discipline,’ in other words of penance and
every other ordinance of men's invention and
will-worship to which we have a mind.

«“Now we doubt not some who know not the
parties with whom we have to deal, may be in-
clined to fancy that our running comments,
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(here inclosed within brackets, to distinguish
thewn from the text,) are uncharitable, and un-
warranted by evidence: if' so, let such ponder
the lust sentence of the extract, which we now
proceed to copy, tnd place in italics: <and on
these foundutions, properly understood, we may
do any thing.! Most candidly avowed, honest
Britizsh Magazine, (vol. ix. 864,) but whether
with suflicient Jesuitism, in other words, with
sufficient equivocation and deceivableness of
unrighteousncss, time shall reveal: meantime
we proceed to summon our second witness,
which shall be—

«Phe British Critic.—This periodical, the
most influential in the Church of lingland,
speaking of a man who should wish to rcforn
the Church of lingland, thus expresses the
same views with its fore-cited brother: indecd,
in a strain so very simiiar, that they must bave
copied from ouc another, or from the same
source; or which perhaps is the more probable,
arc us the public organs enly expressing the
sentiments of their common party. ¢lle (the
said reformer) seeks in the Churchy’ says the

Uritic, ‘an army smull perhaps, but united, or-
ganised, uncompromising, and proselytising,
whose noble attitude and words of” high autho-
Tity scarcely understood by the crowds around
them, would be almost at once his gmarantee
for juining their warfare and trusting their
guidance. Should he find this in the Church
of England? Partly he would. IIe would
find an active and pervading system, whose:
existence and essential purity had been ulmost
incredibly preserved through as grievous perils
as the power or policy of men could well raise
against it. IIe would find in it much scattered
energy, love, piety, and disinterestedness; he
would find high names and honour paid them.’
—No. for Jan. 1888, p. 214. Let the reader
notice the answer to the question: Should a.
reformer, that is, a man who wished to bring
the Church of England back to Popery, find.in:
that church all that is necessary to accomplish.
his purpose ? ¢Partly,’ saysthe Critic, ‘partly
he would;’ in other words, we mean to avail
ourselves of all the means cvisting in the
Church of England, but as these, ample though
they seem, are not enough for our purpose, and
but partly sufficient, we shall make them avail-
able so fur as they go, and when they terminate
we will borrow from our dear sister of Rome,
who has ceremonies, triditions, heresics, and
fooleries quite enough to serve her own ends
without missing any supply she may extend to
us.

“Dut that we may not be supposed to be
actuated by mere fancies, but seen to be guid-
ed only by the truth, let us give the British
Critic an opportunity of explaining himself, and
expressing his views at length, and then it will
be seen, as we have hinted ahove, that there
must be some union as well as unison between
him and his brother of the. Maguzine, in enu-
merating, as his coadjutor had done before him,
the ¢foundations’ existing in the present con-
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etitution, formularies and liturgy of the Church
of Bngland, vpon which, by dexterous manage-
ment and some Jesuitism, they may rear the
tabric of Popery. The British Critic thus
proceeds: ¢The prayer-book recognises in its
rubric a state of excommunication,’ [and there-
fore the authority of the priesthood to ¢retain
sing'] ‘in its prayers, absolution,” [and conse-
quently the authority to ‘remit sins'] ¢the
bishop's power of ordination ; and last and

reatest, the mystical virtue of the sacraments,’
{which reduces sulvation to an opus operatun,
und exalts the clergy to be mediators and sa-
viours of sinners.] ¢ These doctrines have lain
like seeds in our ritual unexpanded and undwelt
upon, till we have too generally forgotten that
they are living truths., Surely those scattered
words have yet their destinies to fulfil, and
when the church will but give them breath, will
uwaken as they have done in worse times, en-
crgies, and talents, and holiness that the rulers
of earth little think of.'—British Critic, Jan,
1888, p. 221. We believe there are some who
think that our own church hasacted upon weak-
minded scruples and superstitious terrors, in
casting away many ornamental, if not useful
ritual obscrvances and modes of worship, mere-
ly because they had been desecrated by Popery.
Let such persons reflect upon the present aspect
of things in the Church of England, and they
will see ample cause to reconsider and reject
their sentiments, and own, as on an impartial
survey they must, that our reformers, in acting
as they did, were guided by a counsel which
seems, speaking even rationally, to have been
supernatural—directly from God, the fountain
of all wisdom and truth.

«Let any man read thro’ these extracts we
have given, and we ask him, can he any longer
question that his party is engaged in an actual
conspiracy to undermine Protestantism, and
lead back at least the Church of England into
conformity with the Church of Rome, which is
acknowledged already by the Oxford divines to
be a ¢sister church? If there be one of our
readers proof against thepassages already given,
let him attend to those we now proceed to
quote; and if we spend more time upon this
point than some may deem necessary, our apo-
logy is, that we are determined to make even
scepticism itself admit the truth of our aver-
ments. ¢In spite of opposition,’ says the Brit-
ish Magazine, ‘they,’ viz. these soi distant
Reformers, ¢ must persevere in insisting on the
episcopal system—the apostolical succesion—
the ministerial commission—the power of the
keys—the duty and desirableness of church dis-
cipline—the sacredness of church rites and or-
dinances. ‘They must persevere for many years
preaching and teaching, before they proceed
to act upon their principles, introducing terms
and names, &c.’— British Magazine, Vol.1X.
p.565. Thatis, being expressed in plain terms,
they must act the part of hyposrites, or rather,
and it is the only term in the English-language
which canfully express the idem—they must act
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the part of Jesuits. Like a sapper they meant
to work underground until they have planted
their mine under the bulwarks of Protestantism,
and then, watching their opportunity, they ap-
ply the match, blow up our institutions, and
leuve us detenceless to the enemies of God and
godliness. Like their prototype, they labo-
riously, and in the dark, sow the tares which in
duc time are to spring up and choke the truth.
Does any one doubt this? Do we appeer to
any one to speak without sufficient evidence?
If 50, let such an one attend to the following
proof’ that this party is engaged in a conspiracy,
that they have counted the cost, estimated the
difficulties, compared therewith their mcans,
and have found that there is hope of success.—
The following assertions we make on the au-
thority of ¢1'he Life and Remains of R. H.
Froude,’ in which the conspirators, in their con-
fidential correspondence, state the means
which are employed for the furtherance of that
object which they are labouring to accomplish.
First, They intend to edit Magazines, and
purpose veiling their heresies under a form of
words which shall be sufliciently expressivey
without however startling old prejudices.—See:
Vol. I. pp. 254, 255. Secondly, They mean
to agitate, and itinerate, and employ every
means which are likely to indoctrinate the low-
er orders with their creed, pp. 822, 323.—
Thirdly, They mean to educate poor scholars
whom they may proselylize, and aid others over
whom they may exercise authority. They have
ulready commenced to carry out this part of the
plan, and Dr. Pusey has hired for this purpose
a large house in the neighbourhood of his col-
lege, which is alrcady occupied by its destined
inmates. Fourthly, they purpose to employ a
new vocabulary, in order to avoid alarming old
associations and recollections, while they are
all the whileinfusing their poison, pp. 329, 831.
Fifthly, They intend by personal intercourse,
letters, &c., to disseminate their views, pp.
382, 353. Sixthly, Whenever one of their
proselytes obtains a parish, he is gradually to
change its ritual into conformity with that of
Rome; he is to teach from the pulpit, and other-
wise pastorally, the dogmas of Oxford, &e. &ec.,
pp. 271, 871,  Seventhly, they are to write for
the public in every form in which publications
can be made available, but especially biography,
p- 881. In order to show the dishonesty, chi-
canery, knavery, in one word—but that word
all-sufficient—the Jesuvitism with which these
men of lofty apostolical pretensions are 1o act,
in violation of honesty, godliness, simpli.ity,
and truth, we may give one short extract: *It
has often occurred to me,’ says Mr. Froude,
‘that something attractive and poisonous,’ [how
true and descriptive, although used in mere
wantonness,] ¢could be made out of a history
of missions; the matter should be that in primi-
tive times the missionaries were bishops, and
that their object was to educate a native cler-
gy; then a little ingenuity,’ [ingenuity? yes,
knavery and lies,] ¢might be applied to detect in
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thig circumstance the cause of their success, und
to aceount for modern failures by its omissiony’
p- 365. Can any one now doubt that these un-
masked Jesuits are engaged zealously, labouri-
ously, systematically, at the principul reservoir
of Church of England theology too, incorrupt-
ing Protestant truth and disseminating Popish
heresies ? :

«But to make this, if possible, still more mani-
fest, we shall give a few passages from the
¢Remains’ of Froude. In the preface, the
editors state, as their recason for publishing this
work, ¢the truth and extreme importance of the
views, to the development of which the whole
is meant to be subscrvient,’ and ¢also the
instruction derivable from a fuil exhibition of
the author's character, as a witness to these
views,) p. 9. ‘This of course makes these
editors responsible for the sentiments for whose
¢ truth’ they vouch, and whose ¢ extreme impor-
tance’ they attest.  Let us then see the man-
ner in which Protestantism and Popery are
treated in these volumes:—¢1 am every day
becoming,’ says Froude, ¢aless and less loyal
son of the Reformation,’ Vol. L. p. 822. ¢ As
to the Reforiers, I think worse and worse of
them. Jewell was what yonwonld callin these
days an irreverent Dissenier. His ¢ Defence of
his Apology' disgusted me more than almost
any work I ever read, p. 879. And this is
spoken of Jewell, one of the brightest names
of the Reformation, and that ¢ Defence,’ along
with the ‘Apology’ itselfy are among the noblest
monuments of the age. But the cause of
quarrel both with Jewell and his works is
apparent; he hated Rome, and made his hatred
tell to her confusion; and this is cause sufficient
why any man, even although a bishop by apos-
tolical succession, should be in bad odour in
Oxford! Again, ¢Why do you praise Ridley?
Do you know sufficient good about him to
counterbalance the fact that he was the asso-
ciate of Cranmer, Peter Martyr, and Bucer 7—
N.B.—How beautifully the Edinburgh Review
has shown up Luther, Melancthon,und Co««. .
pour moi, I never mean, if I can help it, to use
any phrases which can connect me with such a
set. I shall never call the holy Eucharist the
¢ Lord’s Supper,” nor God’s priests “ministers
of the word,” or the altar, the ¢ Lord’s table,”’
&c. &ec. pp. 3903—35. ¢Really I hate the Refor-
mation and the Reformers more and more,’ p.
389. And theseare statements and sentiments
which are published to the world with an attes-
tation from professors and priests [since we
must not say ¢ministers’] of the Protestant?
Church of England, thatit is their ¢truth and
extreme importance’ which has procured for
them this publicity !!

«Well, the Reformation and the Reformers
being in such bad odour at Oxford, let us see
how Papists and Popery are esteemed. ¢The
person whom I like best of all I have read about,’
says Froude, ¢is Cardinal Pole,” Vol. I. p. 254.
‘I think one might take the Jansenist saints,
Francis de Sales, the nuns of Port Royal,
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Pascal, &c.  Must it not bo owned that the
Church of England saints, however geod in
essentials, are, with a few rare exceptions, defi-
cient in the austere beauty of the Catholic ethos
i.e. morul principles and spirit,’ p. 395, Enough
for tie estimation in which Papists are held ;
now for the views entertained of” Popery.

¢ Your trampery principle,’ says Froude, and
the Oxford divines attest the ¢.ruthand extreme
importance’ of what he says, ¢your trumpery
principle about scripture being the sole rule of
faith in fundamentals, (I nauscate the word) is
but a mutilated edition, without the breadth and
axiomatic character of the original. Thus the
very foundation and bulwark of Protestantism
is surrendered and undermined, and we are
thrown upon the lying figments of ¢ tradition.’
‘Reully I hate the Reformation and the Refor-
mers more and more, and have almost made up
wy mind that the rationalist spirit they set
afloat is the pscudoprophetes, (i.e. the false
prophet) of" the Revelations.” Thisis certainly
a notuble exegetical discovery, by which the
Reformers, and not the Popish doctors, are
converted into the fulse prophet denounced in
the word of God.  Surely such a discevery as
this cannot fail of being highly prized at Rome,
and procuring for its authors and abettors those
honours to which they are so very justly
entitled. But there is a step made in advance
even of this. ¢Ithink,’ says the modern Oxford
saint, ¢I think people are injudicious who talk
against the Roman Catholics for worshipping
saints, and honouring the virgin, and images,
&c.; these things may perhaps be idolatrous; I
cannot make up my mind about it.’  And yet,
despite of these damning statements, Mr, New-
man, with that casy assurance, or rather cool
impudence, which distinguishes the party, has,
in his letter to Dr. Faussett, reprehended him
for saying that those who maintained the
Osford dogmas are too favourably disposed
towards Romanisin. It is perfectly true, that
in certain portions of the same volumes we find
Rome censured, and this is adduced by Mr.
Newman as sufiicient cvidence, that he who did
so, could not be a partisan of Rome. Yet,
granting to Mr. Newman, that neither he, nor
any of the fraternity, are concealed Jesuits, (of
which, however, we have something more than
doubts), and that consequently they do not
throw out these saving clauses as blinds and
lures; still, if the man who uniformly condemns
Protestantism, and that in very decided terms
too, as we have seen, and only occasionally,
very rarely indeed, and even then in very gentle
terms, hesitates a dishke to Popery; if this man
is not a Papist, we shall feel obliged to Mr,
Newman to tell us his denomination, for the
present nomenclature of seets, ample though it
seems to be, does not supply one sufficiently
expressive and distinctive of his tenets.

“Tt will not, we think, surprise our readers—
they are prepared to be informed that these men
have actually made overtures foradmission into
the Church of Rome! Indeed, the only won-
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der would be how they conld maintain an out-
warid schism after they have already so clearly
conformed in creed, in spirit, and sentiments ;
yea, even as we shall afterwards see, in rites and
ceremonies also.  And yet zome ol vur readers
may be rather incredalous on this point. They
are themsezives so determinedly opposed o
Rome, that they may demand some proof before
they will believe that any Proiestant can even
tolerate, fur less covet. her foul embrace.  Oh!
how consictent with thyselt art thou, Scottish
Presbyterian ! cool, calculating, more inclined
10 scepticisin than to creduiity thou hast ever
been. Nothing taliest thou for granted: proof,
proo; is thine meessant demand.  Oh ! how ill
art thou adapted to the latitude of Rone or
Oxford ; bible-traine?, metaphysically-minded
Scotland ! And yet we love thee ithe mere for
thy sturdy independence of thought, thy stern
maintenance of the laws of evidence; living
now beyond thy pale, among a people alien to
thy blood, covious of thy fame, and hestile to
thy church ; albeit, the sun is waimer and the
scil more fertile, the church more rich, and the
ceremonial tore pompous ; how often—obh !
how oficn do our thoughts revert to thy sterile
vet romantie mountains, thy poor church and
pure faith, thy primitive worship and thine in-
telligent sons ! thou dear Scatland, land of our
sires, which hast wfiorded us too a cradle, and
avill supply us also, we trnst, a grave !

«Thus feeling, we will show our regard to
the preof-demanding propensities of” Scotland,
by showing that these Oxoniass have not only
‘been praclising some coquettish flirtations with
the ¢scarlet ladyy’ but have literally made over-
tures of taking her ¢!or better, for woise, into
the holy (2) estate off matrimony.” And this
we caniot do better than by giving the follow-
ing quotation, which although ruther long, is
100 imporiant to be curtailed: ¢ Theonly thingy’
says Froude, writing to seme of his Oxiord cer-
respendents, from the popish seuth of Turoge,
¢the only thing Lcan put my kaod on s an ac-
quisition is, the having formed an acquaintance
with 2 man of some influence at Roewme, don-
signeur fquery, Nicholas Wiseman] the
head of the [English?] college [+t Ruue,
which Wiseman is] who hasenlightened
and me, on ourrcltion to the Church of Rome.
We got introduced to him to find out whether
they [the Papists] would take us in on any
terins to which we would twist our conscicnces,
and we found to our dismay, that not one step
could be gained without swallowing the council
of 'Trent as a whole. ¥We made our approaches
to the subject as delicately as we could.  OQur
first notion was, that the terms of communion
were, within certain Jimits, under the cantrol of
the Pope, or that in case he could not dispense
solely, vet, at any rate, the acts of onc council
might be rescinded by another ; indeed, that in
Charles I's time it had been intended to nego-
ciate a recongilintion, on the terms on which
things stood before the council of Trent. But
we have found to cur-iorror that the doctring
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of the infullibility of the church made the ucts
of each successive council obligatory for ever ;
that what had been once decided could never be
meddled with again; in fuct, that they were
cowmitied finallyandirrevocably, and could not
advance vne step to meet us, even though the
Church of England should again become what
it was in Laud's time, or indeced what it may
have been up to the atrocious council ; for M.
adwitted that many things (e. g. the doc-
trine of' the mnass) which were fixed then, were
undeterminate before.  So much for the coun-
cil of Trent, for which Christendom has to
thank Luther and the Reformers. M.
declares tiat ever since I heard this, I have be-
come 2 staunch Protestant, which is a most
base culumny on his part, though I own it has
aliogether changed my notions of the Roman
Catholics, and niade me wish for the total over-
throw of' their system. 1 think that the only
topus now is the “ancient Church of England,”
and as an cyplanation of what one means,
Charles T, and the Non-jurors.”

“Upen this extract we beg permission to
make a few observations: and, Ist. It says but
little for the knowledge of these men, Fellows
though they be, and that of the most celebrated
colleze in Oxtord, (Oriel) that they were not
aware of the fetters which the assumption of
infallibility has imposed upon the Church of
Reme.  &nd. We adwire the honesty of the
Rev. N. Wiseman (?) president of the English
college at Rome, in stating so explicitly the
operation of this papul dogma, the most disas-
trous to Popery; in fact, the dogma whichshall
accomplish the overthrow of the Church of
Rome, as it forbids and renders it impossible for
Jier to shape hersell” to altered circumstances;
she must remain in the blaze of the nineteenth
century, what she was in the dark ages.  Srd.
If a Protestant were to allege that the claim of
infallibikity compelied the Church of’ Rome to
persevere in her former conrses, there are many
false, ignorant, and as might be cxpected, stu-
pidly obstinate Protestants amongst us who
would denounce it as a base calummy; will
these men reject i now that it isavowed and
certified by a Popish priest, and the head of a
Popish colicge 2 41h. Some over liberals may
havc censured us for the remarks we have made
upon the Stuarts, Laud, the Non-jurors, and
the Church of England of their times. Will
these gentlemen now be pleased to take that
censure to themselves, or rather the censure of
being scepiical in regard to cvery thing good,
but anilely credulous in relation to every thing
cvil. Mr. Froude acknowledges the truth of all
that we have averred, aud the Oxford cditors
testify to the *truth and extreme importance’
of his acknowledgments.  5th. Notice how
atreciously and intensely anti-reformation is
the spirit of these men; even the council of
T'rent must be charged sgainst the Reformers!
In order to screen the Church of Rome, her
abominations wust be laid to the charge of those
who pretested against them, and periled, and
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lost their lives in the good cause! Oh justice
most incorrupt!  Oh truth most severe! Yes;
¢ quocungque delirant reges, plectuntur Achivi)’
6th. It is onc of the figments with which
these men impose upon their own fancy, that
the church of Rome was pure until the council
of Trent polluted her,  Now, without averring
that she was not plunged deeper into the sink
of her own pollutions by that council, which
would be torunto the opposite estreme trom
her Oxford apologists; we maintain that the
most cnormous of all her corruptions were in-
corporated into her standards centurics before
the Tridentine fatkers were born. We wish
this would be called in question by any of the
Oaxford faction. 7th. The concluding senten-
ces of the above extract are often quoted by th
Oxford sect, to prove that Froude was not. dis-
posed to embrace the Church of Rowe, and they
are triumphantly referred to with that express
purpose by Newman, in his late letter to Ludy
Margaret Professor of divinity. But what do
these sentences declwe? DBut simply that
Froude’s addresses having been rejected by the
harridan ol the seven hills; (she is not cften so
coy;) he becomes ¢horrificd,’ jealous, vidictive,
and while the fit is on him, he would revenge
the slight by transferring his affections to the
<ancient Church of Engiand,” which, with tri-
fling exceptions, is justas superstitious, hereti-
cal, and antiscriptural as the ancient Church of’
Rome, ay, or the modern cither. Ile must
certainly possess keener opics or a more fatitu-
dinarian taste than we can boast of, who secs
uny grounds of satisfuction in a revival of Pope-
ry in England under a new name.

It were a point of some interest, if we had
time to ascertain the causes which have more
immediately led to this open movement towards
Rome. Butas we have not time to do it jus-
tice, wecontent ourselves at present with mere-
ly stating that we conceive the two following
reasons to have had no small influence in con-
ducing to this lamentable result, viz. ist. ‘There
are so many parts of the canons, ritnal, and
services of the Church of England which reccive
no countenance cither from Scripture or pure
antiquity, that clergymen of tender consciences
must feel occasionai qualms in continuing to
conform to 2 system which is so evidently un-
scriptural, and in sucha state of mind, they are
the more casily tempted to cling for supporiand
fly for relicf to any means which may confident-
1v promisc to afford them: and, 2d. The minis-
ters of the Church of England have so felt the
power of those assaults made upon them by
non-conformists, assaults which terminate so
often in the sccession of their hest members,
that they have been driven, in self-delence, toa
closer rclation to Rome as the only position in
which they can maintin themselves.  In proof
of this last assertion, we quote the following
passages: ‘Why' ask the ¢Tracts for the
times, No. 4. p. 5. ¢\Why should we talk so
much of an ¥ cstablishment,” andso little of an
 AVOSTOLICAT, stccessios T fthe capitals both
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here and below are their own.] Why should
we not seriously endeavour to impress our peo-
ple with this plain truth, that in separating
themselves from our comuiunion, they separite
themselves not only from a decent, orderly, and
useful society, but trom rue oxLy Cuunrcn 1N
THE REALM WHICH HAS A RIGHT TO BE QUITE
SeRE THAT she Has Tur Loro's soby To
Give 1o ms vrorne? More expressive stilly
is the following passages tvom ihe British Mag=
azine, Vol. ix. p. 885, which, although rather
long, is too important to be omitted, and too
condensed to be lurther compressed or curtaileds
“You will say,” remarks this writer, ¢how is
all this to be mude interesting to the people ?
I answer that the topics themselves' [those to-
pics, viz. which we have copied in p. 59, such
as the apustolical succession, the power of the
kuys, &c.,] which they are to preach, are of
that warm and attractive nature which carries
with it its own influence. The very notion
that representatives of” the apostles are now on
carth, from whose communion we may obtain
grace, as the first Christians did from the apos-
tlesy is surely, when admitted,’ [ay, when ad-
mitted, and if true,] of a most transporting and
persuasive character, it will supply the deside-
ratum which exists in out actual teaching at
this day. Clergymen at present are subject to
the peinful experience of losing the more reli-
gious portion of their flock whom they have tu-
iored and moulded as children, but asthey come
into life, full away to the Dissenters. Why is
this? They desire to be more religious than the
mass of Churchmen, and the Church gives them
no means; they desire to be governed by sanc-
tions more constraining than those of mere ar-
gument, and the church keeps back those doc-
trines which, to the eve of faith, give a reality
and substance to religion.  1le who js told that
the Church is the treasure house of spiritual
gifts, comes for a definite privilege: hewho has
been taught that it is mercly a duty to keep
united to the Church, gains nothing, and is
tempted to leave it for the mecting-house,
which promises him present excitement if it
daes nothing more.’

W care sorry that this paper, despite of cvery
effort at sclection, and candensation, has swol-
Ien w0 such a size, that we must omit so many
which we deein valuable @nd interesting.  ‘This
however, nay be the less rcgrcucd, as 1t is our
intention to give a serics of nrticles on Oxford
Popery, towhich tis pager is merely introduc-
tory. The Oxfurd Tracts are now too nume-
rous and high priced to be purchused out of
mere curiosity, whiic their contents are too
momentous to be overlooked. Our readers,
therefore, who may feel desirous of studying
this new heresy, we trust, will thaak us for our
ctiorts, both in gratifying their wishes, and
arming them against anost ominous adversary.
We would here take the liberily of recommend-
ing the two foilowing pamphlets: ¢The Popery
of Oxford confronted, disavowed, and repudia-
ted, by Peter Maurice, A. M. arnd ‘A Key to

—
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the Popery of Oxford, by {the eame} Peter
Maurice, B. D.’ two of the most singular pro-
ductions it has been our lot to read, but contain-
ing much information on the subjects of which
they treat, and which cannot be obtained else-
where within so small a compass.

There is just one subject more upon which
we must say one word, and then we for tie
present conclude, and that is, the views formed
by Romanists on the Oxford movenient.  Both
at home and abroad, the lapists are exulting
in the acquisition of such auxiliaries as the Ox-
ford divines. Thus speaks the ¢ Dublin Review,’
of which Mr. O'Connell and Dr. Wiseman are
cditors: ¢ We are much gratified at the aspect
which Catholicity presents to us at this moment
in Great Britain, and at the number who con-
tinue to join themselves to our communion.'—
The following extract is from 2 leuter of a pi-
ous Protestant clergyman in the south of
France, addressed to the Rev. A. Brandram,
and communicated to the ¢Oxford University
Ierald, by the principal of Mugdalene Hall:
¢ April 18th, 1883. P.S. We have been as-
sured by a professor, thut the opinion f the
learned of T'oulouse is, that Popery has received
by our attack a great blow. The Papists avail
themselves of some Oxford T'racts, which do
much harm. May God forgive those who have
owritten them.  (Signed,) I'. A. Courtois.’—
May God indeed forgive their guilt, but con-
found their devices, and destroy their works.
Dr, Faussctt, the Lady Margaret professor of
Divinity at Oxford, in hisrecent sermon on the
<Revival of Popery,’ gives, in his appendix,
(pp. 88, 89,) the following passages from con-
tinental works and periodicals: ¢ France is not
the only place where this brilliant return of our
age towards the doctrines and the institutions
of the Caiholic Church manifests itself. The
movement which I point out is European, and
it is the extent of it which attestsits depth. In
England the works of Dr. John Lingard, and
Cobbett, have been a prelude to the Catholic
reaction which is at work there, and which so
violently excites the rage of the Tories, 1
should not wish to report from my own judge-
ment on a subject where it is so casy to take
one’s desires and hopes for realities, if I had
not the testimony of a learned Englishman, Dr.
‘Wiseman, who has preached at London during
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two years, and had Catholic conferences, the
successes of which have been equalled only by
those of the Abbe Lacordaire at Paris. Dr.
Wiseman, principal of the English college at
Rome, has this year read to the Catholic acade-
my of that city, a long and curious dissertation
on the “actual state of Protestantism in Eng-
land” ‘The numerous facts cited in this work
show us, amongst the most enlightened minds
of Great Britain not only the abandonment of
the most inveterate prejudices aganst Catholic-
ism, and the court of Rome, but a decided re-
turn towards the doctrines of that Church. It
is more particularly in the very bosom of the
cclebrated University of Oxford that these symp-
toms of rcaction manifest themselves; and Dr.
Wiseman quotes as a proof; acollection of dis-
sertations published by the professors of that
University, under the utle of «Tracts for the
Times.”” ¢t is not surprising,” says the Po-
pish ¢I’Ami de La Religion,’ of Saturday the
13th Jan. 1838, ¢ It is not surprising that thesc
dissertations have been denounced” by many
Prolestants, as proving a total defection from
the docirines of the Leforalion, and a too
manifest re-approaching lo the Catholic faith.
We have put this last extract into italics, the
more to attract towards it the attention of our
readers.  And now we part with our readers
for the present, with the most importunate en-
treaty, that in their prayers both in private, and
in the family, they may implore that God would
destroy the ¢the man of sin,? with the breath of
his nostrils and the brightness of his coming;
and that they would devote themselves now
mere than ever to spread abroad a knowledge
of, and a love to, the principles and the doc-
trines of our holy religion; for he must be blind
indeed, who does not now perceive that we
must gird on our armour once more, for the
battle of the reformation must be fought again.
Alas, alas, that man should labour under the
infatuation of learning the value of the richest
blessings only by the loss of them!! And O
that God, of his infinite mercy, may avert the
calamities which we fear, because we deserve
them—Dblot out our sins, national, ccclesiasti-
cal and individual, out of his sight, in the blood
of Jesus—and make us to be what our fathers
were, men of faith, and of fortitude, of picty,
of principle, and of prayer. Amen, and Amen.
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[FOR THE CANADIAN CHRISTIAN EXAMINER.]

* Many of the duties ef Ministers, as the sor-
vants of Christ, and watchmen in the spiritual
Zion, vary with the particular form which the
opposition of Satan to the cause of truth pre-
sents. 'When false teachers, privily or opeuly,
introduce crroncous doctrines, and attempt to
imbue men with them, and so withdraw them
from the Saviour, faithful ministers are called
on to expose the erronand 1o warn men against
its contagion. When the church forgets her
duty to reprove the wickedness of the world,
and to endeavor 1o bring men to submit to the
gracious yoke of the Saviour, they must study
to arouse her to the great duty of laboring and
praying for the world’s conversion ; andas this
failure on the part of the church in cxhibiting
the light of divine truth to the world is symp-
tomatic of declension on her part, the true ser-
vants of the Lord Jesus, must in this case also,
endeavor to awaken hér to a sense of her own
spiritual maladics, and so preserve her from
sinking into utter spiritual death.

We have seen within these few years the
Church of Scotland contending against men who
attempted to introduce false doctrines, under
the clonk of specious pretension to exalted picty.
And we believe that she was enabled to be
faithful in witnessing against them by the wri-
tings of many of her ministers, and in deposing
from the ministerial ofiice a few who were in-
veterate in maintaining and propogating heresy.
Since the commencement of the present cen-
tary, which is eminently the era of the revival
of missionary zeal, many of her ministers have
done their part towards urging the duty of dif-
fusing divine truth, both by the living preacher
and also by the Holy Scriptures, and written
cxpositions of them. And more recently the
church in her corporate capacity, has entered
in the missionary enterprize, and through the
blessing of God, is pursuing it with some mca-
sure of ardor and success.  Every step in well-
doing tends to a further advancement. And
thus the cxertions of 1lome and Forcign Mis-
sions, which the Church of Scotland has been
makingyare leading herto seck a more thorough
internal reformation.  The hideous corruption
of Patronage has been to a great extent des-
troyed, by the admission of the members of the
church to a veto on the appointment of the

Patron. And though several Patrons are re-
sisting the enactment of the General Assembly,
in this matter, and have obtained the sanction
of the civil law to an unrestricted exercise of
Patronage, the great majority of ministers
and clders are yet making a stand against this
evil of such a determined kind, that it is itself.
auspicious of success as well as of other im-
provements in the church.  The work of refor-
mation indeed is not confined to the removal
of sumne of the grosser corruptions which have
attached to her discipline and government : a,
spiritual revival in the life and power of religion
amongst her members, and in an increased en-
crgy in aduinistering the word and sacraments
is carnestly svught for by many, and is, we
trust, in the way of being realized. There
have been one or two great cras of revival
in the Church of Scotland, since the days of
Knox ; and at difierent periods there have been
yartial revivals ; such as those of the Kirk of
Shotts, Cambuslang and Moulin ; and it cannot
but be viewed as a hopeful token for her, that
now—when the signs of the times and the in-
timations of prophecy, do alike indicate the
approach of perils,—the spirit of God seems as
thongh he would descend upon her, to invigo-
rate her.  May God grant that in the possession
and exhibition of divine truth, she may become
< fair as the moon, clcaras the sun, and terrible
as an armmy with banners.”

"The movements in the Church of Scotland,
towards a revival, cannot be viewed with indif-
ference by us ; our connection with Ler, the
fitial-like regard which we cherish towards her,
will, we trust, dispose us to imitate her in scek-
ing the cffusion of the Iloly Spirit. It may
well hunble us, that while we have heard so
much of revivals in the adjacent states,we have,
in consequence of political estrangement and
other similar causes, regarded them with indif-
ference or suspicion. May not this be one
rcason that we ourselves sce so littie of any
thing like a revival amongst oursclvcs"!_ Of all
the works of God, that of his Holy Spiritinthe
church, is the one which it is the most perilous
to undervalue or slight.  The state of religion
in the United States has been made the subject
of keen discussion in B.itain, as both the fricnds
and foes of religious establishments there, have
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appealed toit for confirmation of their resyec-
tivearguments.  Yet, it isinteresting toremarl,
that many, both churchmen and dissenters,
have borne distinct testimonies to the reality of
American revivals.  The Rev. Daniel Wilson,
now Lord Bishop of Calcutta, in a tract pub-
lished eleven years ago,® enumerates amongst
the reasons for striving to promote an improved
tone of Christianity—the revivals actuaily eom-
mencing. And those which he adverts to are
chiefly American Revivals. Much about the
same time, a society of Ministers of the estab-
lished church, in and around Glasgow, published
¢ a Narrative of the Revival of Religion, within
the bounds of the Presbytery of Albany, in the
State of New York, during 1819, 1320, origi-
nally published by order of the Presbytery”—
with the view of directing the attention of
christians in Scotlund, to the subject of revivals.
And when it is considered how much it accords
with the plan of the kingdom of God, to honor
those who honor him, the conjecture may he
admitted that these testimonics to Awerican
revivals, had some influcnee in producing those
which have taken place in the diocese of Calcut-
ta, and presbytery of Glasgow.t '
The writer of these remarks has a deep con-
viction that a revival of religion is greatly re-
quired in the Presbyterian Church of Canada.
Andhe would now note some of the grounds
of this conviction, respectfully commending
them to the serious consideration of the mnem-
bers,—especially the ministers of that church,
who may read these pages. He would wish to
avoid cverything like a censorious spirit, in
speaking of the defecis of the church,—hisown
accessariness to some of these, to say nothing
of his respect for his brethren, may well for-
bid this. The great Head of the church, in his
messages to the Asiatic churches, by the apostle
John, first records his approbation of whatever
was praisewarthy in them before he reproves
their faults : and we trust he might find some
things to approve, even in our Canadian church,
Yet who will say that we would obtain from
hizm any more favorable sentence than that pro-
nounzed on the church of Sardis, I have not
Jound thy works perflect before God! We
faar that amongst us, the ministers of the gos-
yel, there may be feund not a little barren or-

* Sce a very powerful appeal to wministers of the
gospel, in his intoductory Eesay to Collings’ edition
of ¢ Baxters Reformed Pastor.?

t We here allude to the great awakening that took
place last year, in 55 or 60 villages in thencighborhood
of Calenita, und to the 1evivals in Kilsyth, and its
neighborhood,
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thodoxy of doctrine, and some virtual Pelagian

ism and Arminianism—-that in our scssions
there is but too little concern for the purity of
the church, and its extension by the addition of
now converts ; and that many, many of our
members, Sardian-like, have ‘“the name that
they live and are dead.” And considerations
like thesc,y should impell all of us to implore
God ‘1o turn us again, and cause his face to
shine upon us.”

Vet, it may be well to dwell a little on some
of the more broad and palpable grounds for the
need of a revival, which are found amongst us.
Amongst these may be reckoned the want of
power in the ministry of the word and ordnances
the want of a spirit of prayer, and the preva-
lence of a luke-warm and worldly spirit among
the members of our churches.

1. The needof a revival in our church, is
proved by the want of power in the ministry of
the word and ordinanees. 'The predictions in
the Holy Scriptures respecting the moral reno-
vation of our world, under the reign of the
Messiah, the exaltation of Christ to the right
hand of God, his investiture with universal
dominien, and the actual history of the church,
do all alike prove that. the preaching of the gos-
pel is fitted to exercise a power indefiinitely
great in transforming and sanctifying the cha-
racter and conduct of men : and that it would
be as reasonable to set limits to the power of
the electric fluid, which now and then strcams
from cloud to cloud, or from the clouds to the
carth, as to limit the capability of the Divine
word for affecting or changing the hearis of men.
Yet, it must be acknowledged, that the times
in which the preaching of the gospel has had a
manifestly powerful effect in renovating the
characters of multitudes of men have been few
and far between, so much so, that one might be
ready to infer from a cursory survey of the his-~
tory of the church, that the extended and sud-
den conversion of communities was not provi-
ded for as an ordinary thing in the administra-
tion of the Kingdom of God in our world. But
who will say that the energy of the Divine Spi-
rit is limited—that the instrament through
which he is communicated, the truth of the
gospel, is defective—or that the prayers and
wants of the church will fur outrun the liberal-
ity of God in bestowing his Spirit? The truth
plainly is, that the Spirit of God has been re.
strained only because Christians have not duly
honoured God by waiting upon him for the gift
of the Spirit, becausec they have in many cases
grieved him, and repelled him from putling forth
his omnipotent energy through theword. And
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80, if revivals of religion, such as those in the
Apostolicage, and the times of the Reformation,
have been rare, it has been because the servants
and people of Christ have rarely exercised the
faith in Him, and waited on Him in prayer with
the same carnestness and importunity as they
did at those periods.

Now, be it so, that it is no uncommon thing
in our own day to find the ministry of the gos-
pel apparently void of all power in the hearts
of men; this is to be lamented, and the more
50, that it is not uncommon. And we are es-
pecially called to lament the want of power in
the ministry in our own church. Isit not so?
we appeal to our brethren in the ministry and
eldership-—that, few are added to the lists of
our communicants, either from the families of
those who are themselves communicants, or
from the irreligious neighborhood which it niay
be, surrounds us ? That some of our churches
are at best stationary, s to the number of their
members, the balance against deaths and remo-
vals being barely kept up by new settlers, and
those who have been admitted for the first
time ? Ih the continuance of such a state of
things, where is the prospect of the word of
the Lord sounding out from us into the adja-
cent regions?  Where the power of the truth
that is to banish profligacy, infidelity, and su-
perstition from the land?  Let not those, who
look and long for a revival of religion, be re-
garded as visionary and wild enthusiasts.—
They, in religious matters are eminently fools,
who suppose that nominal and dead christianity
is to be a match for the active wickedness of
the human heart—that religion not animated
by the Spirit of Ged, is to counteract and sub-
due the vicious propensities of men, stimulated
as they are, by the countless incentives which
are found in our fullen world, and by Satan the
God of this world. We would say then that
our churches must experience a revival of the
power of religion, if we would see them ina
state of health and vigor, and spreading them-
sclves over the land.

II. The want of a spirit of prayer in our
churches proves the need of a revival in them.
Prayer has a twofold relation to trae religion;
and that of the most intimate and important
kind. The first, as it is a necessary means to-
wards the production, and the maintenarce of
religion in the soul; und the second, us itis
2 natural and proper expression of religion,
where it is lively and vigorous. We must ask,
in order to receive, and having received, we
will go to God, to thank and praise him for his
mercy. Yea, and to ask for more to ourselves,

and to ssk also for others; and, from our very
delight in God, and love to him, te asi elso for
the manifestation of his glory throvgiout the
uttiverse.  Prayer is thus an essential exercise
of the christian life, The soul that is a stran-
ger to ity is also a stranger to God: and the
church or community, in which few are found,
who delight in prayer, has little truc religion in
it. Now, do we slander the church, when we
say that there is o great want of the spirit of
prayer in our congregations?  Would to God
that there were facts to warrant a more favor-
able conclusion, But is it not so, that there
are heads of familics amongst us numbered
with the people of God, who yet do not stated-
ly pray with their funiiies at all 2 And, of these
who do bow the knee with them, how many
are there who pray only in the leiter, and seem
uiterly void of the deep councern for spiritual
and heavenly blessings which leads to importu-
vity and perseverance in prayer; snd of the
love to God and joy in him wiich dispose the
christian to rejoice in the oft returning occa-
sions for prayer and the kindred exercises of
devotion! Our clders ought to be eminently
men of prayer, and such we trust, some of them
are: yet we fear that many of them give no
distinct evidence of being spiritual men, and
rarely if’ ever attend at the bedside of the sick
and the dying, to counsel them and pray with
them, or preside in the private assemblies of
their christian neighbors for supplication and
intercession. But, we may well anticipate the
reproof—«Thou art inexcusable, O man who-
socver thou art that judgest.” Yes, we would
be ingenuons and acknowledge that we, who
are set apart to the ministry of the word and
prayer, have but poorly exhibited oursclves as
men o prayer. Alas! that very condition of
our people which implies the need of a revival
of religion, is in some respects a proof of a
want of fidelity on our part. They are to some
extent at least what we have made them.—
Were we more frequeatly in our closets wrest-
ling with God,—were our studies, our visita-
tions, ouir whole ministry pervaded with the
spirit of prayer—then undoubtedly, we would
have had less rcason for lamenting the want of
a praying spirit amongst our clders and peeple.

Baut we would not omit to notice one promi-
nent indication of the want of such a spirit in
our congregations, and that is the unfrequency
of prayer meetings. We arc aware that these
meetings ure kept up in some congregations—
but we believe that in very few are they so well
sustained and attended on as their importance
requires; and, that in many, they are not en-

o ————
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couraged at all.  Now in opposition, to some
plausible obiections that have been made to
prayer meetings by men cf undoubted piety,
we are bold to maintain, that the want of them
ig indicative of a very low state of religion in
any congregation.  We would just observe
that, religion which is designed to transform
man’s moral nature, yet leaves him as it found
him in regard to the permament and original
principles of his constitution. Ilence, heisa
social creature, whether he be regenerated or
unregencrated. Yea, ¢ the kindness and love of
God our Saviour have an assimilating influence
on christians, and hence, selfishness is subdued
inthem, and the benevolent affections are fos-
tered, while they are also regulated and direct-
cd to proper objects. Chistians will thus of all
other men be social.  And as opportunities are
afforded they will meet together for mutual
counsel, encouragement and cowmfort, for de-
liberating on the interests of the kingdom of
God, and for praycr for its advancement. And,
inasmuch as that prayer holds such an impor-
tant place in the class of means for the ad-
vancement of that kingdow, and that a special
promise is given to the prayers of two or three
met together—christians will delight in meet-
ings for prayer. Ilence, we may be well as-
sured that any ecclesiasticalarrangement which
limits the opportunitics of a people for meeting
for prayer, to the public assembly of the Lord's
day, in which pastoral instruction is the princi-
pal cxercise is ina sense an unnatural, as it
is an unscriptural arrangement. And, thatany
people living in the neighborhood of cach other,
who yet converse not on the all important con-
cerns of salvation, and mect not to pray for
each other, and for the whole church of the
Redeemed, and for a world perishing in sin, ex-
cept on the Lord's day; if it can be said that
such persons do then meet for these objects—
know little of the nature and power of chris-
tianity. Is not the social natare of men con-
stantly exhibiting itself in connexion with his
worldly pursuits, as in meetings and socicties
for political, literary, commercial, and convivial
objects? Andare the social tendencies to be
cramped and restrained when men pass from
the world to the church? The want then of
social meetings for prayer for the advancement
of the kingdom of the Redeemer, among 2
peopie living in each others ncighborhood im-
plies, as we finmly believe, the want of a spirit
of prayer mmongst th‘:}t people. And as such
meetings are very unfrequent in our congrega-
tions, we infer from this, as from other consid-
crations, the need of a revival of the power of
christianity in them, .
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HI. T'he prevalence of a lukewarm and
worldly spirit amongst the members of our
church proclaims the need of a revival, Some
commentators have supposed that the state of
the seven Asiatic churches, as these have been
described in the messages sent to them by the
Lord Jesus himself, through the apostle John,
was intended to represent the condition of the
unjversal church in various successive ages.—
This is undoubtedly fanciful.  Yet it must be
admitted that the last mentioned of those
churches bore a character such as that which
the church in this late age of her existence ex-
tensively possesses.  Great portions even of the
Protestant Church, are Laodicean-like lnke-
warm, and proud of their supposed excellencics
and privileges. Paul’s description of ¢“perilous
times in- the last days”* is more certainly pro-
phetic. And it is probable, that those daysare
now ncar at hand—it they have not already
come. Now it would argue great blindness or
presumption in us to look for the evils which
the apostle there enumerates, within any one
portion of the visible church. Not even she,
who is styled “the mother of the abominations
of the earth,” has in hersclf cxclusively all the
vices which are to prevail “in the last days.”
As we value the church, with which we are
connected, for the extent of the reformation
which has passed upon her, we should be con-
cerned to have her delivered from these vices.
And is it not too charactenstic of us, that we
possess, yea and glory in *the form of godli-
ness,” while yet we deny the power of it.—
‘Who so ready as we to boast of the copious-
ness and orthodoxy of our confession and cate-
chisms, of the simplicity and scripturalness of
our modes of worship, and the general decency
of our people ? Yet alag! with privileges con-
fessedly great, and an exterior highly promis-
ing, how little of the power and beauty of
christianity do we exhibit! With very many
amongst us, faith in the Son of God scems in-
capable of regenerating the soul to a life of
holiness—and the doctrine of the cross, it might
be thought, had no power to destroy in those
who receive ity the love of sin, and to captivate
them to the obedience and service of Christ.

In the pessage to which we have referred,
the apostle says, “men shall be lovers of their
own selves, covetous [or according to the plain
Greek, lovers of money]. ... lovers of plea-
surc more than lovers of God.” The conduct
of multitudes of our own, and other evangelical
denominations in these times, would almost

“ Sce 2 Tim. i, 1—3.
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make one think that the apostle was very sim-
ple in supposing that men should be any thing
but right hearty lovers of wealth and pleasures,
and worldly distinctions and honors, We cn-
gage ourselves by the sacramental bond to be
the Lord’s servants; yea, to be wholly and ab-
solutely his, and we recognise his law as di-
recting us to serve him with all our powers of
mind and body, with our whole influence in
society, and our worldly substance; but alas!
our course through life, our insincerity and hy-
pocrisy are in numberless instances detected.—
A scheme for advancing the cause of God in
the world demanding our co-operation and pe-
cuniary offerings will detect the avarice of
some. An occasion of feasting and revelling,
soliciting our participation, will bring out the
pleasure-loving dispositions ol others. Andour
inordinate self-love and aversion to sel{tdenial,
are too plainly cvinced by our listlessness and
sluggishness in all that concerns the kingdom

of God, and our carnestness and activity in all
that relates to our worldly interests.

The consideration of these, and other views
of our state as a church, may well be for a la-
mentation.  The lukewarmness and seif-sufli-
ciency which the exalted Redeemer would not
tolerate in the days of John, will not obtain
from him more forbearance now. We are
therefore infinitely concerned to be awakened
by his threatenings, and to comply with his
gracious call, ‘Be zcalous and repent.” May
we all, ministers, clders, and people, hearing
that call, seek by earnest supplication and deep
contrition to have the spirit of light and love—
of holiness and power poured out upon us.

The writer of these remarks may again pre-
sume on the patience of the rcaders of the
Clristiun Exwminer with another paper on the,
same suhjeet.

PRESBYTER.

S. 13th March, 1540.

THE SHORTER CATECHISM.

{FOR THUE CANADIAN CHRISTIAN EXAMINER.]

Mr. Epiror:--I send you a letter which ap-
peared in the Vew York Observer of the 29th
ult., under a signature which appears pretty
frequently in that excellent paper—IrE~zoS.
I think ali your readers will peruse it with plea-
sure, and some of them I trust with profit.—
The discriminative commendation of the Shorter
Catechiem, and the practice of Sabbath even-
ing catechising by this writer may dispose some
of your readers to value more highly the privi-
leges which they had enjoyed in their early
years; and may encourage both parents and
pastors to exert themselves more in introducing
the catechism as a text book into schools and
families. Inrecent years, many well-disposed
people both in Britain and the United States
have spoken against the use of catechisms in
the business of the religious training of the
young; but it is believed, that cxperience has
opened the eyes of not a few of such to the
superior wisdom of the carly reformers in this
matter; and that our Shorter Catechism com-
mends itsclf to the approbation of a greater
number of intelligent christians in the present
day than at any former period. We believe
that many students besides Ireneus have felt
the benefit of a thorough acquaintance with the
Proof Catechism when under the examinations
of their seniors for license to preach the gos-

pel.  The late Dr. William Ritchie, Professor
of Divinity in the University of Edinburgh,
was wont to recommend to his students, when
preparing for Presbyterial examinations, to stu-
dy carefully Vincent's Explanation of the Shor-
ter Catechism, And that treatise or the similar
work of Willison, is nut unworthy the attention
cven of ministers, and would be of special use
to parents who would conduct the exercise of
catechising in an intelligent and profitable man-
ner.

That all our families may be on the evening
of every Lord's day what many of our fathers
in our native land delighted to have theirs—
SaneaTi ScHooxs—is the prayer of

Yours, &c.
PASTOR.
" S. 17th March, 1840.

When I was a child of a very few years, my
parents taught me the Shorter Catechism. It
was a small matter for them, but I owe them a
greater debt of gratitude for that instruction,
than for all the patrimony I ever received, or
could have received, had they been ¢ increased
in goods.”

Their method of teaching was simple but of
cxceeding value. At the close of cach Sabbatl
day, the children were gathered, and a few of
the questions in that catechism were asked ang
answered; and then every word was carcfully
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and fomilinrly cxpluined; then, the sentiment,
the doctrines and duties were illustrated to inect
our infant minds; and, last of all, the truth
was urged upon our consciences that we might
¢lay it up in our hearts and practise it in onr
lives.,” Those were solemn scasons, those Sab-
bath evenings. Seldom did they pass without
witnessing many of that group in tears; and
now, though yearshave rolled away, and chan-
ges have come over me, and the world has
worked some of ils hardening influence on my
heart, my eyes fill with tears at the memory of
that sacred season, and of the instructions [
then received. Gray hairs may come, and
memory may fail as hie’s light burns dimly, but
those Sabbath evenings will be among the last
objects tobe forgotien. I think Ishall remember
them till death comes, andin a dying hour shull
thank God for parents that hallowed these hours
with their pious counsels, and their solemn
vrayers.

1t wasa rolein my futher’s house, and a good
one, that each child should commit to memory
one answer in the Catechism cach day, until
the whole was learned. The labours of the
week were rehearsed on the Sabbath; in the
morning my mother heard us repeat our lesson
that we might be prepared for the general exa-
mination in the evening, when my fatherattend-
ed to our recitations, and enforced the truth
upon our attention, and sought in prayer the
blessing. of heaven for cach of our souls, Ged
bless those parents! May they never know

“ How worse than serpent’s tooth it is,
To have o thankless child.”

Doubtless the instruction which children re-
ceive from faithful pious parents, is one of the
most efficient means that can be ewpluyed for
their conversion. In iy own casethatinstruc-
tion was directly connected with, and founded
upon that system of doctrine embodied from
the word of God. in the Shorter Catechism
and when the Holy Spirit was applied to my
heart to awaken me to a sense of sin and dan-
ger, the truth thus taught was the trath most
prominent in my thoughts, and most powerful-
ly impressed on my soul. Assailed as I was,
{during a protracted sceson of conviction and
spiritual conflicl,) the truth furnished by that
Catechism was a shield ag "nst thesuggestions
of sceptics, and the desires and reasonings of a
corrupt mind. Well do I remember, that in
hours of temptation to doubt or disbelicve, that
same truth was a wall of fire zound about me.

And when, some yearsafterwards, the Lord,
as I trust, called me to stand before the ———
Presbytery as a candidate for the gospel minis-
try, that same Shorter Catechism, with its
Scripture proofs, was of more service to me in
the hour of trial, than all the books of Theolo-
gy which Thad read. Scarcely a question
could be asked upon the great truths of the
grospel, that was not clearly and happily to be
answered from the pages that were studied, not.
in the Seminary, but in the nursery at my mo-
ther's knee.  So it has been in preaching the

gospel; the doctrines and duties of the word of
God, asthey arc summarily set forth in tho
Shorter Catechism, have been constantly be-
fore me, and have furnished unfailing themes
of systematic and preciousinstruction. Hence
it isnot strange that one of my first labors
among a people, has been to placea copy of
this little book in the hands of each of the chil-
dren of the church, and to exhost and charge
their parents most sulemnly to sce that their
children were required to learn it.

It was not a part of my purposein present-
ing this subject, to write a personal story, and
yet this simple record will furnish both argu-
ment and illustration. 1 commend the exam-
ple of those who taught me the Catechism, as
worthy of universal imitation, and my fear is

hat such parents are not as numerous in the

church at the present day, as they were some
thirty or forty years ago. It isafact that can-
not be denied that the good old practice of cat-
cchising the children has long since been dis-
pensed with, in fanulies and churches in many
parts of our country; and if it be true that in
many churches there has bee: a departure from
the faith of our fathers, and that error has gra-
dually and insidiously found its way into the
minds and hearts of our people, 1 believe that
this evil may, in a great measure, be justly at-
tributed to the abandonment of the Shorter
Catcchism.

It is not in my heart to bring any charge of
error or defection against the churches, but I
will tell a story that will show what I'mean, by

saying that the distinguishing doctrines of the -

church, as taught in her standards, ought to be
instilled into the minds of her children. Not
long since I was passing the night with an elder
in the Presbyterian churel, who in the course
of conversation complained to me that his mi-
nister believed ¢ in the final perseverance of the
saints.” HHe was grieved that his pastor was
S0 weak as to believe, and so “imprudent” as
to preach such a doctrine. I expressed my
astonishment that an elder in the church should
make such a complaint, and said to him that I
was as weak and mmprudent as his excellent mi-
nister. He was still more surprised, and en-
quired again, “W hat, do you believe in the doc-
trine of election ¥’ ¢Certainly,” said I, and
preach it as one of the most precious doctrines
of the Bible.” His surprise was now unbound-
ed, and 1 embraced the opportunity to urge
upon his attention the great truths of the gospel
system that he had ignorantly professed to re-
ceive.

Who thinks that such unbelief would have
been found in this man’s mind if he had been
early and faithfully taught the Shorter Cate-
chism? Either, he would have been more
Orthodox in his faith, or knowing that he did
not believe as his brethren do, he would have
sought another communion. Such examples
are not unusual. I could easily multiply them,
but have no disposition to give needless uneasi-
ness to any minds,

PO F.



