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Tue Mosque oF OMAR.

The Mosque of Omar.

Tas Mosque of Omar, commonly so called —
im true name being Kubbet-es Sukhrah, or
Pome of the Rock—is the central object in this
vast enclosure of the Haram-es-Sherif. It is
ma exquisitely beautiful building—one of the
wmost beautiful in the world. Itisin uhs‘n an
estagon, each side being sixty-eight feet long,
amd is covered with tiles of richly-colored

to the darkness, its splendid design and
material. It consists of two cloisters, separated
by an octagonal course of piers and columns,
and within this again motger circle of piers,
and twelve Corinthian columns supporting the
dome. The fifty-six windows of, lp think the
most lovely stained glass I ever saw, glitter
like presious stones. The tiled walls are
covered with passages from the Korau. The
dome is ninety-eight feet high, and sixty-six in
S

porcelain,—a frieze of tiles bl d with
passages from the Koran running around the
whole building, It is entered by four portals,
one at each point of the compass, and is sur-
mounted by a superbly proportioned and most
::oolul dome. The interior, which is very

, shows, when the eye becomes accustomed

ter, and the pavement is of marble,

It was wonderfully moving to stand in the
dir light under this massive dome sad ses,
feu ed off by a railing from profane touch, the
base rock-summit of Moriah, some sixty feet
long and forty-five feet wide, the very beauty
of its surroundings heightening the effect of its
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nataral ruggedness. For this may well be the
spot where the faith of Abraham stood the
supreme test ; it may well be the site of that
threshing-floor of Araunah the Jebusite, where
the destroying angel halted, in response to
David’s penitent prayer after his sin of pride in
numbering the people ; and it doubtless is the
site of the Altar of Burnt Offering in the
Temple, the centre and focus of the Jewish
national and religious life. The rough rock
rises in its highest part nearly five feet above
the marble pavement which surrounds it, and
about a foot at its lowest elevation. Beneath
it, or rather cut into it, at its south-eastern
side, is a cavern, not very large, and about
six feet in height. It is connected with the
top of the rock by a small circular opening,
and in its floor is another much larger opening
covered by a slab, These openings were most
probably conduits in connection with the altar
when the Temple covered this - acred spot.

Lesson Hymns from Dorainion
Hymnal.

As some schools have not yet obtained the
NEW CANADIAN HYMNAL, we there-
fore give Lesson Hymns from the Qid Hymnal
as well as from the New.

)lslph ;—Hyl_qns. Don'l.lnlon }[yrnnnl. 56, 58, 59

71, 79, 76
ook “ “ 89, 96, 100,
o ® “ “ 129, 123, 73,
“ 0- W 248, %1, 241,

DON'T FORGET THE
SUNDAY SCHOOL

Aid&[xtensiuqxfund Collection

REVIEW SUNDAY—MARCH 30.

It will be remembered that the General Con-
ference directs that this Collection be taken up
in all the Sunday-schools of our Church on the
Review Sunday either in September or March.
Some schools, it is feared, neglected to take it
up in Se%tember. That is the best time—for
then all the schools are open. In March those
schools that close in winter have not yet come
out of winter quarters. But we specially
request that the direction of the General Con-
ference be carried out by all those schools
which may have neglected it in September.
The ministers are all asked at the May District
Meeting if this collection has been taken up;
and, if it has not, the ministers often pay it
out of their own pockets, Now, no -cl!ool
desires this to be the case. The ministers can-
not themselves take up the collection, for few
of them can be in the schools. It is the duty
of the superintendent of the school to see that

Opening and Closing Services.

OPENING SERVICE,

1. Responsive Sentences. (Psa. 95. 2-8.)™,
Supt. Let us come before his presence with
thanksgiving.

School. And make a joyful noise unto him
with psalms.

Supt. For the LORD is a great God.

School. And a great King above all gods.

Supt. In his hands are the deep places of the

earth :
‘School. The strength of the hillo is his also.
Supt. The sea is his, and he made it :
School. And his hands formed the dry lamd.
11. Singing.
I1L. Prayer, followed by the Lord's Prayer
in concert.
1V. Reading Scripture Lesson.
V. Singing.

LESSON SERVICE.

I. Class Study of the Lesson.
11. Singing Lesson Hymn.

IIL. Recitation of Title, Golden Text, Out-
line, and Doctrinal Suggestion by the school in
concert. .

IV. Review and Application of the Leason,
by Pastor or Superintendent.

V. The Supplemental Lesson.

VI, Announcements (especially of the Church

service, and week-evening prayer-meeting).

CLOSING SERVICE.

1. Singing.
I1. Responsive Sentences.

Supt. Let us hear the conclusion of the whole
matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments:
for this is the whole qu of man. For God
shall bring every work into jndirenent. with
every secret thing, whether good, or
whether it be evil.

School. But if we walk in the light, as he is
in the light, we have fellowship one with anoth-
er, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son clean-
seth us from all sin.

II1. Dismission.

APOSTLES' CREED,

1 believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker
of heaven and earth ; and in Jesus Christ His
only Son our Lord : who was conceived by the
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, sul fered
under Pontius Pilate ; was crucified, tield. and
buried ; the third day He rose from the dead ;
He ascended into heavén, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty 3 from
thence He shall come to judge the quick and
the dead.

1 believe in the Holy Ghost ; the Holy Cu'h-

forgiveness. of sins; the resurrection

it is duly taken up and handed to the minister.

y ; and the life everlasting. Amen.

olic Church; the communion of saints; the
of the

March 2
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INTERNATIONAL
FIRST QUARTER:

He came unto his own,

LESSON IX.
Authorized Version,

Luke 4, 16-32. [ Commit to memory verses 18-21.]

16 And he came to Naz'a-reth, where he had been

wrought up : and, as his custom was, he went into the
synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to
read.

GOLDEN TEXT.
AL D, 27

17 And there was delivered unto him the book of the
bet E-sa’ias. And when he had opened the book, he
’ound the place where It was written,

18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath
anointed me to preach the W‘mwl to the poor;: he hath
sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliver-
ane? to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind,
0 8ot at liberty them that are bruised,

19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.

0 And he closed the took, and he gave i again to the
minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that
were in the synagogue were fastened on him.

#1 And he began to say unto them, This day is this
Seripture fulfilled in your ears.

8 And all bare him witness, and wondered at the
nﬂous words which proceeded out of his mouth. And
)y said, Is not this Joseph's son ?

#8 And hesaid unto them, Ye will surely say unto me
this proverb, Physician, hex! thyself: whatsoever we
have heard done in Ca-per pa-ua, do also here in thy
eountry.

24 And he said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet is
aeoepted in his own country.

26 But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Is’-
rael In the days of E-li'as, when the heaven was shut
up three years and six months, when great famine was
throughout all the land ;

20 But unto none of them was E-1i’as sent, save unto
&Mmp’m. @ city of 8i’don, unto a woman that was a
widow.

#7 And many leg«n were in Is’ra-el in the time of
RVise'us the prophet; and none of them was ck
saving Na’a-man the Sy’ri-an.

28 And all they in the synagogue, when they
naard these things, were fllled with wrath,

80 And rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and led {
m unto the brow of the hill whereon their city was
built, that they might cast him down headlong.

80 But he, passing through the midst of them, went
his way,

B1 And came down to Ca-per’na-um, a city of Gal’i-lee,
and taught them on the sabbath days.

@ And they were astonished at his doctrine: for his
word was with power.

JESUS AT NAZARETH.

BIBLE LESSONS.
STUDIES IN LUKE.

and his own received him not. John 1. 11,

(March 2.
Revised Version,

And he came to Naz'a-reth, where he had been
brought up: and he entered, as his custom was, into
the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up to
17 read. And there was delivered unto him the book of

the prophet Isalah, And he opened the book, and
found the place where it was written,
18  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
Brcause he anointed me to preach good tidings
to the poor :
He hath sent me to proclaim release to the captives.
Aud recovering of sight to the blind,
To set at liberty them that are bruised,
19 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord,
20 And he closed the book, and gave it back to the at-
tendant, and sat down : and the eyes of all in the
21 synagogue were fastened on him. And he began to
say unto them, to-day hath the scripture been fulfilled
22 in your ears. And all bare him witness, and won-
dered at his words of grace which proceeded out of
his mouth : and they said, Is not this Joseph's son ?
23 And he said unto them, Doubtless ye will say unto
me this parable, Physician, heal thyself : whatsoever
we have heard done at Ca-per’na-um, do also here in
24 thine own country. And he said, Verily I say unto you,
25 No prophet is acceptable in his own country. But of
a truth I say unto you, There were many widows in
Israel in the days of E-li’Jah, when the heaven was
shut up three years and six months, when there
26 came & great famine over all the land ; and unto
none of them was E-1i’Jah sent, but only to Zar'e-phath,
in the land of 8{’don, unto a woman that was a widow.
27 And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of
E-li’sha the prophet ; and none of them was cleansed,
28 but only Na’a-man the 8y’rl-an. And they were all
fllled with wrath in the synagogue, as they heard
20 these things ; and they rose up, and cast him forth
out of the city, and led him unto the brow of the hill
whereon their city was built, that they might throw
80 him down headlong. But he passing through the
midst of them went his way.
31  And hs came down to Ca-per’na-um, a city of Gal’-
32 ilee. And he was teaching them on the sabbath
day : and they were astonished at his teaching ; for
his word was with authority.

16

General Statement,
Great events have taken place in the eightesn months since the voice of the prophet sounded from the shore of

Jordan. Already the Baptist's work is finished, and the door of Herod's prison by the Dead Sea has closed upon
mm. The carpenter of Nazareth now stands bafore the people as their promised Redeemer. The doclaration of
the forerunner and the voice from heaven proclaim him to be the Son of God, and his mighty works and wondor-
fa) wordsattest his divinity. From the baptismal stream he has gone down to the wilderness, and oroved his pu-
rity and his power by a victory over the tempter. Again, at the Jordan, he is pointed out by John as che Lamb of
God, and a few disciples gather around him. John 1. At a wedding-feastin Cana of Galilee he first shows his
miraculous power, and soon after, by driving the traders from tiie vourt of the temple at Jerusalem, he asserts
divine authority. John 2. The fame of the new Teacher resounds through the land, butas already the Phari-
sees of Jerusalem look coldly upon him, he turns his footsteps toward his own Galilee. Resting awhile by the
patriarch's well, he wins the soul of the Samaritan woman (John 4), and then passes on his way, preaching in the
synagogues and teaching by the way-sideand the lake-shore. Once again he stands among the famillar scenes of
his boyhood at Nazareth—not now the carpenter, but the prophet of renown. The village synagogue is crowded
with his former neighbors and work-fellows, and overy eye is turned toward the young man of whom such strange
things are told. He reads the prophetic scroll, proclaiming the acceptable year of the Lord, and calmly appropri-
ates the prediction to himself, while the hearts of his onder at his gracious words, and are filled with
seornful unbelief at his lofty claims.
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EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Verse 16. lle came to Nazareth.—Whether this
visit was the same as that related in Matt, 13, 53-58, and
Mark 6, 1-6, fs uncertain, The order of the narratives
oounts for little, all of the lists vary at
times from strict chronological sequence. Many high
suthorities maintain that this visit is unrecorded ex-
oept In this passage ; but it is hardly likely, as Dr, Far-
rar points out, that after so violent and decisive a re-
Jection as this our Lord again preached in Nazareth.
From the other gospels we lezrn that his diseiples were
with him, and that a few of his townsmen had sufil-
elent faith to bring to him their sick, but he could not
heal many because of their unbelief, (1) There s no
Umit to God's blessing but our want of faith, Where
he had been brought up. The boys and girls who
had played with him in infaney, the youths who bad
been his associates, the men who had hired him as car-
penter, were all there, and doubtless would have greeted
him heartily if he had come back on the old level—but
no horny-handed peasant-prophet for them! Some be-

Jeweled priest from Jerusalem would have had the | be

whole town turn out to do him honor; but the Naza-
rene crowd said, **We all know as much as Jesus."
His custom. None can be excused from the public
worship of God since our Great Exemplar regarded it
as his duty, Probably until this time he bad satas “a
silent " and noi y to teach. (2) Bet-
ter attend the most indifferent ministry than stay at
home on the Lord's day. The synagogue, The
word * the " indicates that there was only ope in Naz-
areth, Before the captivity there were no synagogues ;
in Christ’'s time there were few villages without at
least one. Their whole service was voluntary, and did
not to any degree stand instead of the prescribed tem-
ple service. A synagogue was not always a separate
house. A room would do, provided the seats could be
#0 arranged that the congregation faced Jerusalem. No
Jew could satisfactorily worship without turning his
face toward the Holy House where God dwelt. What
‘was at first a | (see King s
dedicatory prayer) became at length an inexorable law
like that of the Mohammedans, who turn their face
toward Mecca when they worship even to this day.
Down the middle of the synagogue was a lattice which
separated the sexes. The women were velled. The
congregation squatted on the floor, the richer ones re-
clining on cushions. In front of them all was a cur-
tain, behind which was a box, called an ark, which con-
fained the Holy Scriptures, each book written on a sep-
arate roll. A small platform for the reader or preacher
was on one side, and near it were the “* chief seats™
(referred to in Mark 12, 39) for the * rulers "' or ** elders."
There were no rocognized ** ministers™ in our modern
use of that terr.. Priests and Levites had no more
privileges in the synagogues than others. The officers
were more like our trustees and stewards. Stood up
for to read. The Scriptures were always read stand-
ing, but Jesus seems to have ** stood up," without being
called upon, to indicate his desire to read and speak.
17. There was delivered. The text indicates that

this was in addition to the passage he had already read. | captl

The first lesson was always from the books of Moses.
After that had been read, probably without comment,
there was further delivered to him the roll of Isaiah in
which the second leason was to be found. Opened the
book. It was written on a long roll made up of vel-
lum skins, sewed together, and fastened to a wooden
roller at each end. Hebrew is read from right to left,

up with his right hand. He found. This was proba-
bly, though not certainly, a regular “lesson® of the
day, as fixed as those of the modern Protestant Episeo-
pal Prayer-book ; but the lessons now used by the Jows
were selected at a later poriod than this. The text was
in Hebrew, a language more really dead to the Jows
then than Jow,and it was the custom for elther the reader
or an interpreter to turn it sentence by sentence into the
Aramaic dialect which was spoken in Galilee. That Jesue
translated it himself is probable from the sneer, ** How
doth this man know letters, having never learned? "
The place where it was written, Isa. 61, 1, 2,

18, The quotations contained in the eighteenth and
nineteenth verses vary from what we have in Isaish.
A partial explanation of this Is that, when the evangelist
wrote, the copy he would naturally refer to was written
in Greek—the version commonly known as the Septua-
gint—which varies from the Hebrew original in many
minor passages. The variations from the text in Isalah
cannot all, however, be thus explained. There seem to

ini o other and some schel-
ars have suggested that Luke here transeribes not only
the actual sentences read, but also running comment
made at the (ne by our Lord. Recovering of sight to-
the bliad. That is the way the passage is translated ia
the Septuagint. Our version reads, " Cpening of the
prison to the bound.” Mo set at liberty them that are
bruised. This is not in our version of the Bible at all.

19, The acceptable year, The allusion of Isaiab
was to the year of jubilee, the keeping of which was
ordered in Leviticus (25, 8-10,) But this was generally
understood to be a type of the great jubilee of the king-
dom of God. Dean Alford shows that this prophetic of-
tation had a deeper meaning than might at first appear.
** It stands in the middle of the third great division ef
the book of Isaiah (chaps. 49 to 66) ; that, namely, which
comprises the propheeies of the person, office, suffer-
ings, triumph, and Church of the Messiah ; and thus by
implication announces the fulfillment of all that wewt
before in him who then addressed them.” In spite ef
all variations of phraseology it will be observed that the
spirit and tone of the passage quoted by Luke and the
corresponding passage in our Bible are identical.

20. Closed the book. Rolled it up. This must have
profoundly surprised his auditors, The second ** lesson **

oft ty verses, g to the time-
honored rule of the Jews, Jesus read the first two,
then suddenly stopped, closed the book in silence,
handed {t to the custodian of the sacred books, and sat
down. The chair which stood on the platform wae
really the pulpit of the rabbi. In the eyes of his towns-
men Jesus was only a carpenter. Sitting down in that
chair was the first public azsumption of the functions of
the preacher, or teacher, by our Lord. Kyes of all
....were fastened. This was a wonderful sensation
to these Nazarenes. They could do nothing but look.

21. Begantosay. His sermon was an amplification
of this thought, the fulfiliment of Messianic propheoy :
“Iam he who 1s to bring potent and timely help to the
broken-hearted, the poor, the blind, the bruised, and the
m“

22. Bare him witness. They scorned his claims,
but seem to have had a local pride in his eloguence.
Wondered. Were d Gracl words.
‘Words of grace. His address was of indescribable sweet-
ness and charm. See John 7, 46, They sald. Thesyn-
agogue was not a shrine for decorous worship, either of
the ritualistic or the sermonic order, but rather a place
for discussion of scriptural truth—of the law and &e
propheta—and partook somewhat of the character of &




E3:78FBR EETS ZEREFERESY

lmhzr]_

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER.

67

medern Bible-class, and somewhat of a more public
eonvention. s not this Joseph's son1 Their pride
was insulted. Who was this son of a carpenter, to teach
them | Before family names were invented a man was
usually distinguished from others bearing the same
name by adding another name indicative of his charac-
wr (a8 Peter was added to 8imon's name); by append-
ing the name of his native town (as Jesus of Nazareth,
Mary Magdalene) ; or, as here, by adding the father's

pame. Many of our modern family names were colned in !

sne of these last two ways. The miraculous birth of Je-

sus may have been unheard of by his townsmen (see |
Luke 2, 19, 31); it certainly was not credited by them, |

23. And he waid. The stern reproof of this verse
implics. what 18 elsewhere more clearly indicated, how
deeply offended they were at his words, ‘T'his proverb,
n all ages the best wisdom of the East has taken pro-
vorblal form. Great thinkers thore have either quoted
“‘the fathers,” or pretended to do so; and Jesus's rude
auditors always held it as his most wonderful character-

fstio that he taught with original authority and not by |

the wise sayings of others, Physician, heal thyself,
Tuke your own medicine, doctor. You have been mak-
ing a great sensation abroad ; now give your own house-
hold & chance to measure your greatness. It was as
rade and frank astatement of contempt which Jesus thus
phrased for his erities as our modern sneer, ** Don't put
on 80 many airs,” Make none of these assumptions, If

you can do such wonders, give us a few specimens. |

Jesus was an inserutable riddle to the people of his day.
Our familiarity with the gospels has somewhat worn off

the edge of interest from his character, but he is no more |

really understood by the carnal heart now than ue was
thon. Done in Capernaum. No evangelist has men-
tioned any previous miracle at Capernaum. Here is an
ineidental proof of John's statement that ouly a small
fraotion of Jesus's wonderful deeds has been recorded for
us, For every sick man cured and every demon expelled
of which we read in the gospels there were doubtless
so0res, y pds, not r led. We know of
no great Galllean miracle that antedated this sermon
except the turning of the water into wine at Cana.
Capernaum became ‘‘his own city " (Matt 4. 12, and
10, 11-23), and it is not Improbable, though not certain,
that his removal there took place immediately after this
address, and as a result of this expulsion.

4. Verlly Inay. Asif he sald, I will give you proverb
for proverb, No prophet, ete. This proverb, in various
phraseology, has been current in every land. It indi-
cates a psychological fact which has abundant illustra-
tion in daily life. ** Familiarity breeds contempt,” and
*‘No man is a hero to his own valet," are other ways of
saying the same thing. See John 4. 4. In hisown coun-
try. Matthew adds the suggestive words, ** And in his
own house.” According to the guesses of the best schol-
ars, Jesus had at this time grown up brothers and sisters ;
but neither they, nor even Mary, with her treasure of
saered secrets, coula yet bring themselves to have faith
In the prophetic claims of Jesus,

25. Of a truth,

light they shed on Jesus's manner as a public speaker. No
one can read any lengthy sermon of Jesus, or even a
brief e} such as that *0Jer

Such frequent phrases as this and |
* Verily, verily, I say unto you" are of interest for the |

couched In rhetoric so striking and voloed with such

p Many He will not
flutter them. His work 18 not to be fettered by their
prejudices. He has cut loose from all earthly relation-
ships. Elijah and Elisha, rejected by their countrymen,
exerted their beneficent power in behalf of Gentiles,
And s0 the Son of man will do no wonders where he is
rejected, but will pass over to the **strangers to God's
inheritance.” Three years and six months, Here,
again, Jesus's phraseology does not agree with our Bible,
which mentions three years (see 1 Kings 17, 1 8,9; 18,
1,2); Jewish tradition evidently added the six months.
See Jas. 5. 17; also Dan. 12.7; Rev 11 2, 8, and
13. 5.

26. Sarepta. Zarephath. The modernSarafend. A
Phenician town lying between Tyre and Sidon.

27. Eliseus. Elisha, Noneof them were cleansed.
The bitterness of these two illustrations cannot readily
be understood by us, *“Seeing that you do not come %o
to me in your heart, you have no claim upon my
miracle-working power."

28, Filled with wrath, They admired the graceful
rhetorie of the sermon, but were maddened by its ap-
plication.

29, Rose up. [n a tumultuous mob, Thrast him
out, The great mob of angry men pushed him through
the muddy close-built streets and up the hill-side, The
hill whereon, The city was not built on the brow ot
the hil), but on the lower hill-side, They hustled him up
to the cliff intending to hurl himdown. There is a rock
not far from Nazareth about forty feet high, which was
very likely the scene of this tumult, Cast him down
headlong. To properly understand the action of the
Jews who rejected Jesus, we must remember that a
false prophet in that day was far more fufamous than a
false prophet to-day. Brigham Young, or Joseph Smith,
self-deceived or hypocritical, stands before the com-
munity and proclaims his baseless gospel, and the intel-
ligent community, while censuring him severely, allows
him, nevertheless, the private right of judgment, and in
cases where blood s shed, as at Carthage, is very apt to
sympathize with the vietim rather than with the attack-
ing party. But the theology of the Jews was bound up
with their political structure, and especially 4during the
Roman usurpation the priesthood was almor¢the only tie
which bound the nation together ; and ary new prophes
claiming divine authority seemed almast, of course, to
be a revolutionist of the most inflammatory sort. John
the Baptist and Jesus were both nuddressed as Rabbi,
Teacher, but neither of them had any thing in common
with the hide-bound rabbis who thought in ruts and
discussed in conventional style. Besides, Jesus had
really claimed much more than prophetic dignity when
he had said, **''his day 1s this Scripture fulfilled in your
ears,” That Scripture coul only be fulfilled by the
coming of the Messiah. And was this low-bred carpen-
ter the Messiah ?

30. 'Through the midit. Marched through the
midst. After having been tossed from side to side by
the rioters, he suddenly exerted superhuman power,
and they fell back abashed at his divine majesty. There
are a number of intimations in the Bible that there was
a certain restrained majesty about Jesus which, when

Jerusalem," without sceing that even Isaiah and De-
mosthenes were measured and tame in style compared
with the torrent-like vehemence of the S8on of man. He
freely used the strongest denunciatory terms in the lan-
guage, and then sought to iutensify their meaning by
such rhetorical emphasis as this. Probably never before
or since have human ears heard any deliverances

he it to assert itself, paralyzed his opponents.
31. Came down to Capernanm. Probably Jesus,
Wwho seems at this date to bave been the head of his fam~
ily, for Joseph was probably dead, formally removed to
Capernaum ; but many eminent authorities believe that
he had removed there immedia‘aly after his return from
the baptism and temptation, and that this was only &
brief visit to Nazareth. Dean Alford holds the latter
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view, and many later scholars, among them Dr. Curry, | 32. On acertain Sabbath day, while Jesus was teach- :“;;‘:;
have put forth ingenious arguments in favor of it. | ing In & synagogue at Capernaum, the people were as- ong you
Taught them on the sabbath day. Rather, he was | tonished at the tone of thelr new law-giver. His word . Al
teaching them on a certain S3abbath day. This sentence | was with power. There was no unbelief here to keep. oyes; allg
begins the incident which we will study next Sabbath, | him from exercising bis miraculous energy. v .n;", o
spiritual s
CORITICAL NOTES. il o
BY MARCUS D. BUELL, D.D., BOSTON UNIVLRSITY, SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY :;_‘:'m
Jesus has ir y decided In the desert to| 18, The Spirit....is upon me. The prophet meant made unce
dedicate the new powers which had come upon him with | that Jehovah had given him & message to oap- 29. Cas
the descent of the Holy Spirit to the service of his Father. | tive Israel. Jesus finds the words applicable to his nim! and
‘The step we should naturally anticipate is that which all | own reception of the Holy Spirit at the Jordan. Good not be allo
three of the synoptic gospels mention as next in order, | tidings. The prophet a them follo
the commencement of the work of preaching. Compare | from captivity. The good tidings of Jesus were the Jeas than ti
Luke 4. 14, 15, with Matt. 4. 17; Mark 1. 14. It is the of the of heaven which he was siderable |
peculiarity of Luke, however, that he narrates in this | to establish. The audience would readily understand which a fa
the first publi eof Jesusinhisown | the epplication which Jesus would make of these miles from
oity. But why? What connection is there between the | words, The fame of his teaching (vers, 14, 23) bhad The mode
temptation in the wilderness and the rejection at Naza- | already preceded him, within a k
reth? Careful scrutiny reveals a close one, Theexpe-| 19. Acceptable year. The reference Is to the yoar 30. Pa
rience of Jesus at Nazareth tests at once all three of the | of jubilee (Lev. 28, 8-10) which brought relief to the enough to
principles he had adopted in the desert. He can no | poor, as a fitting type of the Messianic era. A 18.6, We
more expect to work miracles of healing among his un-| 20, Sat down. Took the place and attitude of & re- all at once
believing townsmen for his personal satisfaction than he | liglous teacher. The congregation now knew that
oould loyally ask for a transmutation of stones into | Jesus was to teach in their midst as he had done else-
bread for the alleviation of his hunger. He may not | where, The eyes of all. Their former acquaintance
please his neighbors by preaching the coming of a new | with him, the reports they had heard of his Judean Questio
temporal kingdom, but must rather deal plainly with | and Samaritan ministry, as well as his work in their fended at
their sinful state. He cannot hope even as the S8on of | own province, made every motion and gesture of his s No doul
God to escape the consequences of testimony to the | matter of interest to them. The * all™ Is emphasiwed, own tow!
truth, but for giving such testimony must be brought to | and the serutiny represented as continuous. should pr
the brink of destruction without appealing to his Father | 21. Began. The rapt attention prompted him to authority ;
for miraculous deliverance, make a direct declaration of his Messiahship. Whilo he perform n
16. Read very carefully verses 14, 15, They are [ had their ears he would improve his opportunity. wén: specl
Luke's introduction to the Nazareth incident, Came to | Your ears. You have heard just such an authorita the fllustr
Nazareth. Not directly from the wilderness (ver. 1), | tive proclamation. This was the beginning of a dis- Judge his
but in the course of the teaching tour mentioned in verse | course whose complete form we can but wish had been efforts, on
16. Luke, like Matthew and Mark, passes over the | preserved. D.D., Chi
events which immediately followed the temptation, in-| 22. Bare him witness, Declared openly the favor- ?
eluding our Lord's earliest ministry in Judea and Sa- | uble impression he had made upon then, Words of Firet, be
maria. See John 1. 19; 4. 42, for these most interesting | grace. Utterances revealing spiritual strength and 40d povees
details. Was this the same visit as that of Matt. 13. | beauty. The reasonableness and charm of his speoeh because b
63-58, and Mark 6. 1-6? Opinion is divided. The writer | conquered their prejudice. Proceeded ont of hiv ton "“""
belleves it was not. Fail not to note the connection | mouth. Were uttered by him naturally as his own b7 1 favo
with verses 14, 15; he came with the reputation which | sentiments and reflections. 1s not this Joseph's son t same feell
he bad now in other places through the Spirit. See John | The tenses represent this inquiry as the immediate re- Stepben.—
4. 45. Brought up. The Nazarenes who had known | sult of their astonishment. He claims to be the Mes- 1, Out o
him before the descent of the Spirit would not be pre- | slah; he certainly speaks as the Messiah might; but can a8 & Messe
pared for the great works ¢ had already wrought else- | there be any doubt as to his real identity? Can a son selves, wh
where since that event. The word here refers to his | of our townsman Joseph possibly be the Messiah ? penter’s sc
gradual growth from infancy and childhood as con-| 23. Doubtiess, The contempt you already feel you eause he I
trasted with the ** power of the Spirit." Ver. 14, As his | will soon express to me directly, Physician. He had thau thei
custom was. That is, during the period alluded to in | claimed the function of a helper and deliverer of men. ANDOUTCE
teach in the desert. Mark 1.45. That he attended syna- | Ver. 18, Heal thysell. Deliver thyself here and now be & man
gogue service in his childhood speaks for itself. Luke will | from the contempt of thy townsmen by the exhibltion ing reject
have us understand what convenient means Jesus found | of such miraculous power as rumor says you have ex- through ti
verse 15. Then followed a period when he could only | ercised elsewhere. This taunt was repeated at the be cleared
for beginning his work of instruction. The synagogue | cross. Do also here. The implication is that it s Geraldine
service gave him his first opportunities. Stood up. | doubtful it ne did the alleged miracles in Capernaum. 1. Beca
Bome one else had read a lesson from the law. The| 24. Verily I say. A formula for the introduction other citie
prophecy was more suited to his purpose than the law | of an unusually important saying. Prophet. Thig tons of 1
portion. His rising was a signal that he wished to read | title quietly reasserts his divine mission. Acceptable, by. 2 B
the second Scripture lesson, a privilege which would be Jealousy and envy prevent his proper recognition, and lieve in hi
readily conceded to him. Acts 13, 15, deprive his own country of the fruits of his ministry. rene carp:
17. The book. 1t consisted of a separate roll of | 25,26, 27. Ofa truth. His manner becomes grav- offended
parchment. Found the place, The Greek represents | er and more solemn as he illustrates the truth from the demned ti
the roll as opening at this particular passage. Jesus saw | lives of two great prophets whom they acknowledged. the mirac
a M before him, and recog- | Many Israelitish widows needed the miraculous help of i the wo
nized a providential y. 8o Paul subx Elijah in famine ; many Israelitish lepers needed the pernsum
Acta 13. 16, healing grace of Elisha, but neither of them was sent
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unto thelr own country, but elsewhere. God has sent
me elsewhere ; he permits me to du no graclous work
among you on account of your unbelief.

28, All, Compare vers. 20, 22, All fastened their
eyes; all gave him credit for greatness ; all grew intense-
J angry at him. Wrath. His implication that their
spiritual state frustrated the divine grace made them
angry. In the synagogue. These words have a
unique emphasis in the Greek. They had come to the
synagogue o be soothed and comforted ; they had been
made uncomfortable.

29. Cast him forth. Shouted after him, Away with
nim ! and otherwise indicated their wish that he shoul
not be allowed longer to stay there. Perhiaps some
them followed him out of the capital in a similar mo
Jess than three years later, Brow of the hill.
siderable precipice may still be seen In Nazare 1
which a fall might be fatal. The traditional wo
miles from the town, rather too far away. Whereon,
The modern town is built on the side of the hill,
within a kind of wide and shallow ravine.

30. Passing through the midst. His manner was
enough to overawe them. Compare Mark 10, 32; John
18,6, We do not need to think of his making himself
il at once miraculously invisible.

The Liesson Council.
Question 9. Why were the people of Nazareth of-
fended at Jesus?
No doubt they were chagrined that one of their
own townsmen, and he only a *‘carpenter's son,"
should presume to teach them *‘as one having

authority ; " they were disappointed because he did not |

perform miracles there as in other places; and they

were specially exasperated by the proverb quoted, and |

the illustration used, implying that they would not
Judge his works falrly, and were unworthy of any such
efforts, on his part, to convinee them.—H. G, Jackson,
D.D., Chicago, 1.

First, because one of themselves assumed a wisdom
and power 80 much superior to their own ; and, secondly,
because his rebuke of that spirit contained an intima~
tion that Jehovah might pass them, his chosen people,

by In favor of Gentiles, Here wes a development of the !

same feeling that subsequently led to the martyrdom of
Stephen.—J. B. Van Meter, D.D., Baltimore, Md.

1. Out of pride, which would notallow them to accept
a8 a Messenger from heaven one 50 near of kin to them-
selves, whoin they had known familiarly as ~ the car-
penter’s son,” and * the carpenter.” 2, Out of envy, be-
eause he had performed his first miracles in other cities
than theirs. They thus fulfllled the purpose of God,
announced in prophecy. 1) That the Redeemer should
be & man ** acquainted with grief—even the grief of be-
ing rejected by his nearest acquaintance ;' and 2) That
through the unbellef of his own nation the way might
be cleared for the bringing in of the Gentiles.—Sarah
Ueraldina Stock, London, Eng.

1. Because of local jealousy. Our Lord had favored
other cities, as Cana and Capernaum, with his ministra-
tons of mercy while **his own city " had been passed
by. 2. Because of their unbelief, They did not be-
lieve in him, partly because he was the Son of a Naza-
rene carpenter, and his claim to fulflll Isaiah’s prophecy
offended them. Ver. 21. 3. Because our Lord con-
demned them. That he deliberately refused to repeat
the mi which he had g vhere is implied
in the words, ** whatsoever we have heard done in Ca-
pernaum do also here in thine own city.” Ver, 28, This

refusal was based on the principle that miracles do no
good where there is * hardness of heart,” even though
one were raised from the dead. The refusal was a
Jjudgment aguinst them, and this judgment was illus-
| trated by the stories of the widow of Zarephath and of
Naaman.—Joseph Pullman, D.D., New Britain, Conn.

Liesson Word-Picture.
BY REV. E. A. RAND,

It 1s noised through Nazareth that Jesus, one of its
own young men, and the son of the old carpenter that
all know, has come home. He has been saying and do-
ing some wonderful things, all the land shouts his praise,
and this very day he will be in the synagogue. What a
crowd must have been there! Was not Joseph, the car-
penter, there? His children too? And Mary, was she
absent ? Did she not sit amoog the women, her heart
thrilled by the report of Jesus's marvelous doings ? Bhe
has not forgotten the wonders attending his birth. In
the praises of men to-day she hears an echo of the

| chorus of the majestic angels singing ** Glory ! " and she
sees again the breathless wonder of the strange men
from the East lowly bowing. Of course, Nazareth will
to-day acknowledge his greatness. Mary can but think
this. But there she sits on the women’s gide of the syn-
agogue, eagerly watching for every sign of the presence
| and power of Jesus. But there is his step in the syna
gogue-aisie ! Yes, Jesus has come ! What an impress-
iveness attends his presence, a certain majesty keeping
allaloof ! And yet what lowliness and sympathy, win-
| ning alltohim! He stands up now to read. They have
given him the seroll of the beautiful propheey in which
Isaiah, looking afar, saw the wonderful Messiah, He
has unrolled it. He begins to read. All are listening.
All are looking,

* Yes,” thinks Mary, ** all will confess hisgreatness ! "

But hark !

That rich, rare volce is making its musie. He 18 read-
ing a declaration of the prophet, As he reads, how fit-
tingly it applies itself that upon him is the Spirit of the
Lord ; that he has been anvinted to preach to the poor,
heal the sick, and give sight to the blind. Do not the
Galilean miracles prove, even as he asserts, that prophecy
becomes history this very day ? Is not this the aceept-
able year of the Lord, year of the coming of the anointed
One, year of Messlah's advent? Mary's heart flutters
like a bird stirring in its nest, How gracious his words !
People are listening in wonder and in—envy, also?
Yes, sellish, malicions envy !

People are whispering something about Joseph's son |
Mary herself catches something about ** the carpenter,
the son of Mary.”

‘What if he, with the wonderful, supernatural insight,
astonishing his mother, should see, hear, and under-
stand now ? Yes, it is all laid bare to him, this bateful
spirit of his own people. And then his words cut eyen
as his vision p 1. He says sc hing about a
Sidonian that was blessed, and then about a leprous
Syrian. And Jews—Jews, children of Abraham—passed
over unblessed / Does he mean that? Nazareth now
18 rising all over the synagogue. Nazareth is shaking its
angry fist. Nazareth is showing its hateful head. And
then Marysees Nazareth throwing itself upon the Beloved
of God but the rejected of his own, and it drives him
out of the synagogue! The upstart! This carpenter
that keeps not his place! Mary sees it, hears It all.
There is a sharp pain in her heart, and she may think of
the sword that Simeon spoke about, the sword that
should pierce her very soul. Through the streets of
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Nazareth the angry, jostling, driving crowd hurry the
Messenger who came to them from God. They push
him to the edge of the cliff on which Nazareth is bulit.
Now let 4im be hurled from ledge to ledge! Down-
with—him-~ but, suddenly, he is gone! Their hands are
empty ! Their malevolence is fruitlest | Somehow he
has vanished, perhaps their murderous ranks falling
back iu awe before him as he strides away in majesty.
But he has disappeared. Capernauin receives him, and
1n him is blessed.

Blackboard.
BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ.

HE'\P\lNG.BUT Not ﬂEEDING
Jedn
A

BLACKBOARD TALK TO THE SCHOOL. Let us look at
the board, and see what lesson it teaches, What do we
see? A cluster of leaves, and beyond them a bunch of
grapes. What does that mean? Let us look farther.
8ee, on the leaves are letters forming ** words ;" so that
the leaves must represent the words, and the fruit some-
thing else. Some one tell me, what does the fruit repre-
sent? [Light, Liberty, Peace.] From what vine does
this fruit come? [The Gospel.] Christ had gone down
to Nazareth, his home, to preach the Gospel, and while
he talked to his friends and neighbors they wondered
at his gracious words, but they got no farther than that.
Beyond the words was the Gospel fruit, but they saw it
not. We may think that was astrange thing, but let us
100k intoour own hearts, and see whether or not we get
beyond the gracious words of the sermons we hear, and
have the light and liberty and peace of the Gospel.
They saw the carpenter; do we see the Christ?

Primary and Intermediate.
BY MARTHA VAN MARTER.

LESSON THOUGHT.—Jesus the Saviour.

Let some child point out Bethlehem on the map. Ask
who was born there. Call another to show which way
ted down to Egypt, and tell why the infant Jesus was
taken to that country. Let still another point out the
place where Jesus had his home when & boy, and tell
the one incident recorded of his boyhood. Jesus's bap-
wsm by John, and the temptation, may also be briefly
wld, bringing the review to a close. Even if the chil-
dren tell these stories very imperfectly, it is well to en-
eourage the telling. 1t will promote good listening to
tnow that there may come a call to help in the teaching
of the lesson,

Jesus at Nazareth. 1f possible have a pioture of the
place on the board. There is a good one in the Lesson
Qommentary for 1890, Tell that Jesus had been away
from his home now for a year, preaching and teaching
tn Judea. He had gone away the humble carpenter.

He comes back the great prophet and miracle-worker.
His old friends and neighbors came to the synagogue o
hear him. ‘Tell that he was in the habit of going %o
Church, and talk about children forming such a habit
Jesus preaching. Describe the synagogue of that
time; seats forthe men on one side, the women on the
other behind & lattice ; high seats for the elders, and the
ark for the Scriptures, Tell, or, better, show, how the
Seriptures were arranged on rolls, and tell that it was
this kind of a roll from which Jesus read (hat day.
Awaken curiosity to know what Jesus said, and turn, in
the large Bible, to Isa. 61, saying, *This is what Jesus
read that day at Nazareth,” Tell that, after reading, he
sat down and talked to the people. Some were pleased
with his good words, but others were angry, because
their hearts were wicked and they did not want to hear
the truth ; they hated him who told them of their sins,
Bl Jesus's Work. Jesus told the
VERA | people of Nazareth what he came
pEV Q0 to do. He wanted to do for them
just what he wants to do for us.
| Make list on the board: **Tel
| Good News to the Poor;"
“Heal Broken Hearts;" *'Set
| Captives Free;" *Open Blind
& o S M Eyes.”

Talk & little about each of these, and show that we all
need Jesus's help, for we are ** poor™ without him; we
are * captives " to sin until he sets us free; and our eyes
are blind until they can see him who is the Light of
the World. y

Berean Methods.
The Teachers’ Meeting.

Draw outline map of Palestine, and trace Chris's
probable journeys from the date of his temptation to
this visit to Nazareth. Draw from the class all the facts
known concerning the first year of Christ's public min-
fstry. Five notable incidents are given in the first foar
chapters of 8t. John. ... Trace the geographical relation
of Capernaum to Nazareth, and Jesus's connection wish
both towns....His probable companions on this ooos-
sion....Make a careful study of the ancient synagogue—
the curtained ark, the sacred rolls, the congregation
facing the holy temple, the lattice work, descriptions of
its ministers and its services.... Word-picture of this
scene: The reaction of sentiment of the villagers on
Jusus's return after a year's absence. Give causes for
their disposition to reject him now....Christ as s
preacher: 1) His sermon was based on the Bible ;
2) Floquent and gracious; 8) Pointed and personal ;
4) Full of sympathy and hope; 5) Aggressive against
evil; 6) Plainly indicated the universal scope of his
missfon. ... The consequences of this sermon: 1) Jesus
is cast out of the synagogue: 2) Probably his family
was compelled toremove from the town ; 8) Nazareth s
registered in opposition to the Lord's mission 4
Christ's miracle-working power is limited by their skep-
ticism; 5) The truth, a blessing which flluminated all
that was real in those days, is forever shut out of Nasa-
reth....Personal application. Where is Christ preach-
ing such sermons now ? 'Where are such congregations
as this of Nazareth to-day to be found? Who are re-
jecting Jesus as the Nazarenes rejected him ?

References. FREEMAN'S HAND-BOOK. Ver. 18:
The synagogue, 656 ; public Scripture reading, 756. Ver.
17 : The ** book," or parchment roll, 511 ; the books of
prophecy, 756. Ver. 20: The chazan, or *minister,”
757 ; posture of teachers, 757.... FOSTER'S CYCLOPRDLA.
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TE38, 7221, 1228, 7246, T240, 756, 765 10207, 11745, Ver.
19: Prose, 12318, Ver. »- Poetiem, BT, Ver. 23:

prose, 1616, 3542, Ver. 24: Prose, 462
ANALYTICAL AND FIBLICAL OUTLINE.
A Gospel Sermon,
[. Tus PrAck.
1. Where he had been brought up. v. 16.
“ He came unto bis own.” John L1
* Go home to thy triends.” Mark 6. 19.
2. Went into the synagogue.
* Not forsaking the assembling.
» Gathered together in my name
11, Tue TivE,
On the sabbath day.
* [n the Spirit on the Lord's day.” Rev. L 10,
* On the first day of the week.” Acts 20. 7.
111, Tag PREACHER.
He. .. .stood up for to read. v. 16,
* My beloved Son ...hear ye him.” Mast. 17. 5.

Heb, 10. 25,
Matt, 18. 20,

Wi declare thy name unto m brethren.” Pse.
Ll g % | faithfu! hearts and loving hands?

)
{V. Tas Texm.
1. The spirit....i8 upon me. v. 18.
she Spirit of the Lord God." Isa. 61 1.
2. Anointed me to preach. v. 18,
“ God anointed Jesus of Nazareth.” Avis 10. 38,
3. To heal the broken-hearted. v. 18.
* gome unto me, all ye that labor.” Matt. 11. 28,
& Dediverance to the captives. v. 18.
» The Son shall make you free." John 8, 36,
V. Tne SERMON.
This day i8 this Seripture Sulfilled. v. 21.
“ They testify of me."” Acts b.
“The things concerning himse!
VI. Tue Resvrr
1. Wondered at the gracious words, v. 22
= Grace is poured into thy lips.” Psa. 45. 2.
2. Je not this Joseph's son?
“They were offended in him." Matt. 13, 67.
3. Puled with wrath. v. 2.
“ yeo seek to kill me." John 8.37.

1. Luke24. 27,

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PROPLE.
Jesus as a Preacher.

1. Jesus was fearless and direct. He goes io the
place where he has played as a child, gone toschool, and
jearned his trade. He tells his old companions that he
is the Messiah, and this he does on the Sabbath day,
when all the worshipful Nazarenes are present, and in
the boldest and most direct fashion.

9. He was kind. No human sympathy has ever
aqualed the sympathy of Jesus., His auditors were
politically oppressed. He came to preach deliverance to
them. They were broken-hearted because of enforced
poverty and disappolnted ambitions. He came to heal
the broken-hearted. Diseases affiicted the community
then to a degree unknown within the bounds of civiliza~
tlon now, and the blind were more common then than
any other afllicted ones. He came to restore sight to the
blind, One half of the community was in daily peril
from threatened starvation; he came to give good
tidings to the poor. The whole nation was suffering
like a bastinadoed eriminal; he came to set at liberty
those that were oppressed—to preach a year of jubileeto
all. Even the stolid Nazarenes knew that their poverty
and and national degradation were, after all,
paltry types and symbols of that more abject degrada-
tion which is spiritual. These temporal afilictions were

|

preacher came to preach & spiritual Gospel, also, that
should emancipate all men from all their ilis and
SOITOWS,

2. He was gracious, It 18 & singular fact that the

{ word * grace,” which the old heathens used to indicate

| physical beauty, is

|

light compared with their spiritual burdens. This |

the same that the inspired ‘writers
have used to indicate spiritual beauty. We should be
gracious and graceful, kind and loving, and beautiful
our spiritual lives. This divine preacher is our exemplar
{n that as well as in his fearless rectitude, for all won-
dered at the graciousness of the words which proceded
out of his mouth.

8. His xermon was to all men every-where. There
were no limitatious to Jesus's love. Elijjah went to
Sarepta, and Elisha healed a man who lived in Damas-
eue. but Jesus said, ** Go ye into all the world and preach
the gospel o every ereat ure."

8. Kuven this preacher is limited by the unbelief of
his hearers, and if the Lord of glory cannot do mighty
works because of unbelief, why should we blame our
minister If in all his endeavors he is not supported by

HOME LREADINGS,
M. Josus at Nazareth, Luke 4. 16-30.

Tui, The text of the discourse, _Isa. 61, 1-8,
w. ‘he acceptable year." 1 , 5-13.
ture testimony, John 5. 32-30,
W visit to Nazareth, Mark 6. 1-8,

N
" Misunderstood of men. John 6. 37-44
Wonderful words. John 7. 37-40.
TIME. 2T A. D.
P1.ACES, —Nazareth and Capernaum in Galfleo.
RULERS,.—8ame as before,
DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.—Human depravity.

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 16, New Canadian Hymnal.
Hai!, thou once despised Jesus !
Hail, thou Galilean King !
No. 30, New Canadian Hymnal.
0 precious words that Jesus sald |
The soul that comes to me.
No. 81, New Canadian Hymnal,

Thy life was given for me!
Thy blood, O Lord, was shed |

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

31. My Sabbath song.

32, Sweet Sabbath-school.

85. Sabbath morn.

67. Hail, thou once desplsed Jesus.
103. The Gospel bell.

108. Jesus is tenderly calling.

109, Depth of merey.
118. 8o near to the kingdom.

168, I heard the voice.

170. 1 was a wandering sheep.
176. All the way.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. Coming to His Own, v, 16-21.
[:‘n?\v many years of Jesus's life were spent in Nesa-

ret

What was the character of the Synagogue sorvice #

In what manner was the Sabbath usually kept ?

What may we learn from this custom of Jesus?

Why did he stand up to read ?

In what chapter is this passage found ?

What may be learned from Christ's application of this
ideal to himself ? u

Who was the * minister 2

What sort of & throng did Jesus now address ?

-
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What 1s implied in the phrase ** began to say ? "
What is meaut by “ gracious words ? il
2. Rejected by his Own, v, 22-32,

‘What indication is given by the 23d verse that hostil-
displayed ?

2. That God's are sure to be fullilled ?
8. That prej 18 a great foe to truth 7
Home Work for Young Bereans,
Find the chapters and verses in the prophecy of lsalah
which Christ here quotes.
Find and read (he story told of the widow woman of

8
WIrt 8in was the basis of the Jews' seeking for a | Sarepta.

'hy may Jesus have met his fellow-townsmen's cu-

ity wlu‘; such deflance ?

hearers understand by his allusions to

his
the widow of Barepta and the prophet Elisha ?
What effect was produced by this speech ?
an Nmret .;ll}hl;u& . om bmwhul’ the hill ? Il;mo 5
jow may C| supposed to, bave passed
the midst of them ? 2

Practical Teachings,

‘The true Christian maintains the holy “custom ™ of

hie divine Master touching the Sabbath day.

Nazarenes' rejection of Jesus was due simply to

their familiarity with him—a cause which works as much
harm vo-day as it did then.

When those blest with the most golden opportunities

reject them they are offered to others,

Hints for Home Study,
1. Find chapter and verse of this Old Testament quo-

2. Read the accounts of the two miracles here al-
Juded to.

8. Ascertain the exact location of Nazareth, and is
relation to the brows of several hills,

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,
1. Coming to His Own, v, 16-21,

To what city did Jesus journey ?

‘Where did he go on the Sabbath ?

From what book did he read ?

‘What were the words that he read ?

After reading, what did he do with the book ?

Whose attention had he secured ?

‘What did he then say to the people ?
2. Rejected by His Own, v, 2232,

How were the people affected by what they heard ?

‘What question did they ask ?

What demand did he say they would make ?

ere is a prophet not honored ?

What did he say about the days of Elijah ?

‘To whom only was Elijah sent ?

Who sent the prophet to &idon ? 1 Kings 17, 8, 9.

What Issald about lepers in Israel ?

Who only was cleansed ?

what means was the Syrian cured? 2 Kings 5.

What effect had these words on the people ?
What did they do with Jesus 7

How did he escape ?

Where did he go from Nazareth ?

What did the people think of his teaching ? |
Why were they astonished ? \

What says the GOLDEN TEXT about Jesus at Naz- |
areth ¢

‘Teachings cf the Lesson,
‘Where in this lesson are we tanght—

Find and read the story of Naaman the leper,

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS.
Where did Jesus go after the temptation ? Into Gali-

ee.

What did he do there? He preached in the syna-
gogues,

To what town did he come? To Nazareth,

Where did he go on the Sabbath ? To the synagogue,

What was the synagogue? 'The place of worship.

From what book did Jesus read in the meeung ?
From the prophecy of Isaiah, )

About whom did he read ? About ‘himself.

To what did Isaiah say Jesus was anointed? Mo
preach the gospel.

hat was he sent to do for captives? To set them

e.

Who are Satan’s captives ? All who are led by him.
What did Jesus do when he had finished reading?
He spoke to the people,

What did be tell them ¢ That now these words bad
come true,

Were the people ready to belleve him? They were
ot.

What did they try todo ? 'To kill kim,
What saved Jesus from their wrath ?
power,
Where did he go next? To Capernaum,
Words with Little ¥
Jesus honored God's day and

Jesus said that he came to ma sfree: Arewe freet
Jesus still speaks to the people : Do we listen ¥

His divine

THE LESSON CATECHISM,
[For the entire school.]

1. What did Jesus do at Nazareth on the Sabbath dag ?
Went In’;u the synagogue, read the Scriptures, and
preached,
2. What truth did he proclaim? That all prophecy
was lulfilled in him,
3. How were the people Impressed ? They were
amazed and made angry,
4. 0f what did Jesus remind them? That when
Israel rejected the grace of God, it was given to the
Gentiles,
5. What did his hearers do? They tried to kill him.
6. What did Jesus do? Passed through their midgt
and went to Capernaum,

CATECHISM QUESTION,

13. What more do we learn concerning him ?

That he *‘ was subject” to Mary and Joseph, and that
““he advanced in wisdom and stature, and in favor with
God and man.”

And Jesus incr-ased in wisdom and stature, and in
favor with God and man. —Luke ii. 62,

1. The duty of attending church ?

A.D .27,
GOLDEN TEXT. He castout the spirits with hi
Authorized Version,

Luke 4. 33-44.  [Commit to memory verses 38, 89.]

83 And In the synagogue there was a man, which had
a spirit of an unclean devil, and cried out with a loud
voloe,

84 Baying, Let us alone; what have we to do with
Je’sus of Naz’a-reth? art thou come to
g':.my us? 1know thee who thou art; the Holy One of

% And Je’sus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy Eewe,
and come out of him.  And when the devil had thrown
Mm in the midst, he came out of him, and hurt him

86 And they were all amazed, and e among them-
selves, saying, What a word {s this! for with :ugtborlty

LESSON X. THE GREAT PHYSICIAN,

[March 9.
s word, and healed all that were sick. Matt, 8, 16,
Revised Version,

33 And in the synagogue there was a man, whioh had
a spirit of an unclean devil ; and he cried out with a

34 loud voice, Ah! what have we to do with thee, thou
Jesus of Naz'a-reth ? art thou come to destroy us?
I know thee who thou art, the Holy One of God.

85 And Je’sus rebnked him, saying, Hold thy peace,
and come out of him. And when the devil had
thrown him down in the midsy, he came out of him.

86 baving done him no hurt. And amazement came
upon all, and they spake together, one with another,
saying, What {s this word ? for with authority and
power he commandeth the unclean spirits, and

March 9.]
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n;‘;power he commandeth the unclean spirite, and
they come out.

47 And the fame of him went out into every place of
the country round about.

38 And he arose out of the synagogue, and entered
{nto 8’/mon’s house. And Si‘mon's wife's mother was
taken with & great fever; and they besought him for
her.

30 And he stood over her, and rebuked the fever ; and
it left her : and immediately she arose and ministered
unio them.

40 Now when the sun was setting, all they that had
any sick with divers diseases brought them unto him;
and he laid his hands on every one of them, and healed
them.

41 And devils also came out of many, crylng out, and
saying, Thou art Christ the Son of God. ~ And he rebuking
them suffered them not to speak : for they knew that
he was Christ.

42 And when it was day, he departed and went into a
desert place: and the people sought him, and came
unto him, and stayed him, that he should not depart
from them.

48 And he said unto them, I must Frem'h the kingdom
of God to other citles also : for therefore am I sent.

44 And he preached in the synagogues of Gal’i-lee.

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER.
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87 they come out, And there went forth a rumor con-
cerning him into every place of the region round
about.

88 And he rose up from the synagogue, and entered
fato the house of Smon. And Si‘mon's wife's
mother was holden with a great fever ; and they bo-

39 sought him for her. And he stood over her, and re-
buked the fever; and it left her: and immediately
she rose up and ministered unto them.

40 And when the sun was setting, all they that had
any sick with divers diseases brought them unto him ;
and he laid his bands on every one of them, and

41 healed them. And devils also came out from maoy,
crying out, and saying, Thou ari the Son of God.
And rebuking them, he suffered them not to spoak.,
because they knew that he was the Christ.

42  And when it was day, he came out and went into a
desert place : and the multitudes sought after bim,
and came unto him, and would have stayed him,

43 that he should not go from them. But he sald unto
them, I must preach the good tidingsof the kingdom
of God to the other cities also: for therafore wes I
sent.

44 And he was preaching in the synagogues of Gel'-
i-lee.

General Statement,

Bxpelled from Nazareth by the companions of his youth, Jesus makes his home in Capernaum, a town on the

western shore of the lake of Gennesaret.

Here his disciples clustered about him § from this place he made towrs

through all the country round about ; hither be returned in later months from more extensive journeys; and here

some of his most wonderful miracles were performed.
blessed Sabbath ever afterward stood out in the memory of his disciples.

history.

Jesus was teaching in the synagogue, when a demoniac eried out like an insane man,

Of all the days passed by Jesus in this town one
Matthew, Mark, and Luke all give us its
*Let us alone 1 *

Then the good Teacher showed the wondering crowd that he was also the good Physician, and that he not only

** gpake as pever man spake,” but ** went about doing good.”

destroy us? I know thee
him, and ordered it to leave the poor man.

When the wild man shouted, ** Art thou come o

who thou art; the Holy One of God," Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit which possessed
He fell in convulsions at the feet of the Saviour, but when he was re-
covered he was as sane and quiet as anv of the bystanders.

Every one was astonished, and men said, ** What

sort of man is this! " Every-where the swry was told, and immense throngs tlocked about Jesus as he passod
g8

from place to place.

all that could be done had been done for her re
him that he would heal her. He rebuked the fevi
like a hostess to the comfortof her wonderful guest.
deedsof love.

On that same Sabbath he went from the synagogue to Simon Peter’s house. In one of the
hot rooms there lay in feverish pain the panting form of Peter's wife's mother.
When the gre
. and immediately she was g0 well and strong that she attended
Gradually the aay wore away.
With the shadows of evening, according to Jewish standards, the Sabbath came toaclose

She was very ill, and doubtless
wonder-worker came her friends besought

Allits hours had been spent tn
and then

the superstitious erowd, which had held back for fear of infringing on the sanctity of the day, pressed upon the Mas-

ter with their sick relatives, and one by one he

laid his hand upon them and healed them all. The sick were

made strong. and those who had suffered from the eruelty of indwelling demons were liberated, and he suffered

none of these expelled demons to speak. Late into the night he continued his divine beneflcence.
yet dark he rose, and passed out of town into silence, solitude, and prayer.

While it was
But when the sunlight awoke the

multitudes, they turned again to the house where he had stayed, and, not finding him there, sought and at length

found him in the wilderness.

They begged him to stay with them, but he could not, for, said he,

** I am sent 1o

preash the Gospel to ull these cities;** and he passed through Galilee, teaching in every synagogue.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Verse 33. And, Thisconjunction introduces that won- |

derful Sabbath day whose complete record from morn-
ing till oight we have preserved for us in Matt. 8. 14-17;
and Mark 1. 21-31.  An unclean devil. In the East
* mnadoess has an immunity from restraint, and demo-
nincs mingle freely with the crowd of worshipers."
Demoniacal possession was a matter of common belief,
and apparently of frequent experience, in Christ’s time.

34. We. Asif all the powers of hell worked in con-
cert. ) know thee, The extent of spiritual power of
observation we can only conjecture, The holy One.
This i8 & sort of ** preternatural intuition," butthe whole
incident is preternatural.

36. Hold thy peace. Be muzzled. 1 Cor. 9. 93
Matt. 22, 34; Mark 1. 25. It is the word that Jesus used
when he commanded the turbulent winds and waves of
Gennesaret to be calm (Mark 4. 39) ; and when he after-

ward * put the Sadducees to silence.'
Hurt him not. In no possible way.
36. Amazed. Jesus every-where astounded observ-
ers. Authoritys Jesus not only outranked the rabbis
and priests (dignitaries that were at the highest altitude
in Jewish conception), but he commanded all the foroes
of nature, and, more marvelous still, passed into the ln-
visible world, and made the unclean spirits obey him.
37. Fame of him went out. The common people of
Galilee every-where always welcomed him with plaudits,
38. Simon's house, This is Luke's first, mention of
Peter. Peter's residence had been fn Bethsaida. This
was 8o near Capernaum that Jesus may easily have
walked there. Jesus's relatives now apparently resided
in Capernaum, but their home was not his home, Simon's
wife's mother, 8o, then, this leading apostle did not
practioe celibacy. A great fever. Anclent physicians

Matt. 2. B4
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i
know only two sorts of fever—tno great and the| 42. Whenlt wasday. Mark says, * Rising up ex- ing otber !
lees. ‘This i3 one of a class of medical phrases common | ceedingly early in the morning, while it was yet dark." every one.
n Luke's writingy. He sought solitude for prayer. Into a desert place. salves NatU
39. Ministered unto them. Showing the complete- | A place where there were neither houses nor farms ; not oaah cure W
ness of the healing. No exhaustion remained. a desert in our modern sense of that word, bute deserted ene Individ
40. Sun was setting, Sunset ended the Sabbath. | place. ' Densely as the district was populated, such a notlce ""'“:
And 80 the Jews, many of whom had dreaded toinfringe | place might be found in such bill ravines as the Vale of 41. Dev
the many minute rules of S8abbatic strictness, now were Doves, at no great distance.” are distingu
ableto carry their sick friends on pallets to Jesus, Then, | 43. Other cities also. Al the cities of Gallles, tenso deplct
00, the cool of the e ning was much better for the in- | Therefore am 1 sent. Jesus never for one moment (ver. us)so}
valids than the scorcl:ing heat of the afternoon. Every | forgot his divine commission. out. Soth
one. How sy y and 44. Synag of Galilee. At first there seoms so the Bon.
was this miraculous Minister of love! have been little opposition to this new Messiah, His was the sur
4L Rebuking. Jesus never welcomed approval | passage from town to town made & sensation suoh as & bellever a
frem unclean spirits, we can but dimly understand. tmprobable
nor the mi
ORITICAL NOTES. et
Luke finds Jesus in his first teaching at Nazareth | him down. Anoutward token of the invisible disrep- Jesus.
faithful to the principles he had adopted in his desert | tion. In the midst. On the synagogue floor, whereall 42. Day
retirement, which faithfulness was one decisive indica- | could see him. He came out of him. They knew this 8o Peter, W
son of that power of the Holy Spirit with which hebad | by the change that immediately took place In the mams. doubtless 1
returned to Galilee (4. 14). The evangelist next shows | As in 8, 35, doubtless one of the signs was the sanity of preaching.
how the same power was otherwise exhibited in the | the man. Nohurt. A physician like Luke could not pernaum.
miracles of healing which accompanied his teaching at | avold thinking of the physical injury which a sudden fall Went. TI
‘Ospernaum, whither he had removed from Nazareth, | might produce. He sees the authority and gentleness of Bought afl
His own townsmen had felt and acknowledged the | Jesus even in this detail. jacent cou
strange charm and force of his spiritual ‘e, but 36. A nt. They had seen demoniacs taken Would ha
by their unbelief had prevented him from giving any | out of synagogues before, but they had never seem a 43, Pre
miraculous proof of his elaim to the Messiahship. The | demon driven out in that fashion. Spake together. the miracl
unprejudiced attitude of his newly adopted Capernaum | The Greek tense indicates that they kept it up. What The other
Sewnsmen, on the contrary, made it consistent for him to | is this word 1 The call to repentance; the preaching fsent, Be
<@xpect his Father's aid in giving miraculous attestation | of a spiritual kingdom ; is not this a message from 44, Wa
% his Messiahship. His authority over [ heaven? The miracle of Jesus lends new interest to his Rere refern
demovs and all manner of diseases convinced the Caper- | teaching. If they push their inquiries further their oalls attent
Baum people atonce that he was a teacher come from | wonder will deepen. They come out. This was the would mea
God. Their attempt to permanently detain him in their | undeniable proof of the reality of both authority and peyond G
midst is intentionally contrasted to the violent and hos- power. See & contrasi in the disciples’ case, Mark 9. oorded In
tle temper of the Nazarenes, Jesus had gained sudden | 18, 28, soarcely wi
and universal popularity in his new home. The prophet | 37. Rumor. The Greek word fs more poetieal,
oné of his own country is ** glorified of all.” Ver, 15, *‘echo.” The synagogue discussion was re-echoed
Verse 33. The sy Certain stones | every-where throughout the provinee to the negleos of
unearthed at Tell Hum in modern times have been sup- | all other topies. Questio
Pbosed Lo have belonged to this edifice. Unclean devil. | 38. Entered. As a guest. Ver, 39, House of 8. ooll spirits
‘The temper o! the demon was a wicked oue. He shows | mon. His birthplace was perhaps the neighboring 1t is sear
his moral obliquity in the very tone with which he ad- | Bethsaida. John L 44. In Luke's material the need of moniacal [
dresses Jesus. The character of the demon is specified | elucidating Peter's earliest relations to Jesus had not i the page
perhaps for the sake of the Gentile readers of this Gospel, | been felt. He is Introduced here incidentally. Simon's mencemen
who had been taught to belleve tn good as well as | wife's mother. 1 Cor.0,5, A great fever, A pro- Jant conte
bad demons, fessional description of the malady, not found in the ene to reta
34. What have we to do with thee. This idiv- | other gospels. They besought. The particular person anco. It |
matic phrase is in reality a protest against a trespass | or persons are not indicated. e evangy
upon the domain of the demons on the part of Jesus.| 39. Stood over her. Came to the side of the conch wral evil 8,
To destroy us. To deprive us of our influence over | on which she lay sick. Mark had heard an additional ey lost U
men. See 8, 31; also 1John 3. 8. Thedemon speaks for ! detail. given in the apostolic narration, to the effect thas merely do
his class as well as for himself. He knows what the | Jesus took her band. Luke sees her prostrate and help- aooUracy.
Individual gains by and co-operation. | less physical condition. Rebuked the fever. Matthew 'Mle'-h;
knew thee. He knows what to expect from one en- | cand Mark simply state the result ; Luke notes the pro- resentod
dowed as Jesus is with divine authority and power. | ess, 8o prompt & cure could be nothing else than the theyare n
The holy One of God. In the complete moral contrast | direct effect of Jesus's will. He did not prescribe for the fofirmity ¢
and personal authority of Jesus he looks for immediate fever, he rebuked it. The fever yielded as promptly as Popular o0
overthrow, The world expects opposition from true | & living person would. Luke also sees in the cure an- of any kin
Ohristians. This acknow of his M other phase of the authority Jesus had shown over the responsibl
#ave no Joy to Jesus. It was the shuddering bellefof the | demon. Immediately, No ordinary fever patient would poasession
demon (Jas. 2. 19); not the cheerful, personal confl- | at once resume ordinary work. This 18 a mark of the J. B. Var
dence of the man himself. See 10, 21, completeness of the cure. Ministered. The tense 3
35. Rebuked him. For his querulous and pre-| points to the details of household work. She prepared AT
sumptuous dispute of his authority, Hold thy peace. | the evening meal. he had e
Oneshort word In Greek. Come out. Come out away | 4. Sun was setting. Bringing the end of the sab. Serped, 4
from him, the Greek has it. The demon is forbidden | bath (ver. 31),'and so allowlug the conveying of bur- fhe will o
further to exerciso his evil influence upon the man. ‘The | dens. John 5. 10, The report of the mirucle in Slmopes b bl
ordinary human expedient in such & case would have home spread quickly from street to street. All they. o the vid
beeu to take the man out of the synagogue. Thrown | In Mark, the whole city. Divers diseases. Suggest-
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otber than fever patients. Lald his hands on
every one. Poculiar to Luke. Used means {u them*
salves W te ; 8y ized the fact that
et cure was dependent upon his own will ; gave each
ene Individual attention. A physician would naturally
npotice the mode of cure.

41. Devils also.  Disease and demoniacal possession
are distinguished here as elsewhere. Came out, The
sonse depicts a repetition of what had been considered
(ver. 86) so notable an exhibition of authority, Crying
out. S0 that all could hear what they said. Thou art
the Bon. They doubtless said other things, but this
was the surprising testimony thas they gave. To such
a bellever as Theophilus such testimony would not seem
fmprobable. Rebuking them. Neither the disciples
per the multitudes were prepared for such explicit as-
sertion concerning Jesus. The honor of proclaiming
the Gospel was reserved for the followers, not the foes, of
Jesus.

42. Day. Mark has it a great while before day."
8o Peter, with his more precise personal recollection, wad
doubtless accustomed to narrate the incident in his
preaching. Came out. From the excited town of Ca~

m. See Mark 1. 85-39. Desert, Uninhabited.
Went. The Greek word hints at & formal departure.
Sought after him, ‘Throughout the town and the ad-
jacent country. Peter was foremost in the search.
Would have stayed him, They attempted to do so.

43. Preach the good tidings. The Gospel, and not
#he miracles, was the essential matter then as now.
The other cities, Especially of Galilee. Ver.44. Was
fsent. Bee 4. 18,

44, Was preaching. He went on with the work
were referred to. Galilee. The Revised Version wisely
ealls attention to the interesting reading ** Judea,"” which
would mean that Jesus's ministry extended at this time

peyond Galilee. Ver. 14. The journey of Jesus re-
eorded In John 5 would thus be Included. Godet s
soarcely warranted in calling this reading absurd.

The Lieason Council.

Question 10, What (s meant by the possession of
ooll spirits?
1t is scarcely possible for us to determine in what de-
1p d i Even the sy given
n the pages of the gospels are rather those of the com-
mencement of care than of the possession itself—a vio-
i two forces striving,
ene to retain its power, and the other to effect a deliver-
ance. It is evident that the people, the disciples, and
the evangelists supposed that in some way a supernat-
wral evil agent 8o possessed himself of the sufferers that
oy lost the power of independent acton. Jesus not
merely does not contradict this notion, but assents to its
asouracy, and bases upon fts

when the corruption of mankind haA reached its height,
and when the bonds which bad hitherto partially re-
stralned men were relaxed, that this phenomenon
blazed forth in all its horror, and found itself confronted
by the divine power and pity of the Saviour. It is mot
wholly unknown at the present day in heathen countries,
and even at times in Christian lands.—Sarah Geraldine
Stock.

Not physical disease of any kind whatsoever, nor ia-
sanity. The effects of ** possession '’ may have been sim-
flar, in many cases, to those of insanity, but the New
Testament authors recognize those effects as produced
by demons or evil spirits in human beings. The story
of Legion in Luke 8. 30, and the words of verse 30 in this
lesson, show that the persons who were the victims of the
spirits recognized a directing miud or power with which
they identified themselves for the time being. Among
the gifts which Jesus promised his disciples was the
power to “‘cast out devils.,” Luke 9. 1.—Joseph
Pullman, D.D.

The possession by evil spirits was literal and actual.
Those 80 d were uot iacs or ics, in the
ordinary sense, but were under the control of certaim
evil spirits, of distinct personality and volition. Christ
recognized this fact, conversed with the spirits, rebuked
] them, commanded them, and cast them out. About the
l time of his ministry such cases were common, affording
| bim frequent opportunities to show his power in the
| spiritual as well as the physical world. That any now-
|adays are similarly afflicted may not be positively
afirmed, but suggestive cases are sometimes met with.
—H. G. Jackson, D.D.

Liesson Word-Fictures.

That poor demoniac! He is not without his same,
rational thoughts. He is conscious that within him is &
fell power for evil that he cannot explain, and still less
can he thwart it. Gradually this power may have come
upon him, the slow creeping of a shadow toward him
and over him, by degrees throwing about him soft
fetters that stiffened into fron. Perhaps in a momens
this power leaped upon him, dethroning reason and
making his soul & dungeon where the will had com-
panionship only with beasts. There are moments,though,
when all the evil within seems to be asleep. Longings
come out of his soul for some Power, kindly and great,
that can free him. There are lookings, too, for such &
Power. O when and where shall this evil servitude
cease! Who will give the peace, the joy, the beauty of
freedom ? One day he hears about Jesus of Nazaretk,
the carpenter’s son. All the bappy country is ringing
with the applauding reports of what he has done.
Could not this same Jesus possibly do some thing fors
poor demoniac ? And, good news | he, Jesus, is to be tm

While the of are rep-

d as bodily and mental,
they are nevertheless carefully distingaished from mere
ffirmity or lunacy. We conclude, therefore, that the
popular conception was essentially correct. Since evil
of any kind cannot dominate & man apart from his own
responsible action we are necessitated to regard this
possession as a fearful result of p ful -

the sy this very day. Then that poor demonias
says he will get thereif he can; yes, if the beastly tyrant
within will only let him. He comes softly, with &
hushed step creeps into the synagogue, as if fearful that-
this demon-master might be aroused. But the demonine
has fairly got in. There he sits apart, looking out of
his sad, gloomy, wishful eyes. Has Jesus come im?
Those dark somber eyes are turning. Ah, there is Jesus

J. B. Van Meter, D.D.

The mastery of an evil spirit over a victim whose body
he had entered, and whose powers of action he had
wsurped, 80 that the sufferer spoke, moved, and acted at
the will of his tormentor. In some cases this mastery
'was 80 complete that the will, and even the personality,
of the victim seemed for the time 1u abeyance. It was

of 1 He has come! The demoniac can see
his loving look and hear his compassionate voice, for
Jesus is speaking.

Suddenly the devil-power within the poor demoniac's
breast stirs. Yes, he is waking up! He is arousing
himself!| Will he come forth, there in the synagogue
t00? The breast of the demoniac heaves. His hande

are twitching and olutching. His eyes glare. His face
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is oonvulsed. His mouth opens. He pants, and sud- f think be did it, and tell the story, What a Physician

denly, as it some hateful presence were leaping out,
there bursts forth the ch tha s a rebel’sd
* Lot us alone ! "

|
What an excitement in the synagogue that day ! Peo- |

ple turn. People mutter, People getup. They all look

toward the demoniac. There he is, held down by that |

brutal, savage power raging all through his being.

Even then the man himself makes his mute ap- |

peal to Jesus. His great, staring eyes are fastened help-
lossly upon Jesus. O cannot something be done, and
that soul taken out of his servitude? But sit down,
every body! Look toward Jesus! See! Hiseye meets
the eye of the demoniac. Soul confronts soul. The

power of the Son of God is arrayed against the power |

of darkness, and Jesus by a word is conqueror, There
is a horrible contortion of the demoniac’s body. Heis
rown. He lies weak and helpless, but the devil has
#one; and into the liberty of the Son of God comes a
soul from its bondage.

O wonderful day !

But it is not over,

n 8imon's house 18 a poor woman burning up with |

We fever. Her bed where she writhes is a furnace.

Jess stands beside it and brings back the cool rest of |

health,
Wonderful day, but not over yet! Ina warm blaze
of eolor the sun is going down. Where Jesus may be

staying you can tell by the crutches left at the doorand |

no longer needed, ana by the abandoned biers and beds,
More wonderful the next day, though. He whom Ca-

parnaum would gladly have detained fs stealing away |

from fame’s honors into the privacy of the desert,

Strange! They follow. Will he notcome back? No; |

other homes, other hearts, need him,

Primary and Intermediate.
LassoN THouGHT. Power to Heal,
Print on the board in large letters, *The Great

Physician.” Ask who have ever been sick. Who is
sent for to help when sickness comes ? Ask if the doe-
tor can always make the sick one well,

But here was a great Doctor who could cure every
disease ; what was his name? Print ** Jesus " at the
top of the board. Recall some of the works Jesus said
he came to do.  Ask if there is any such work for him
%0 do in these days. Talk a little about needs that even
e little ones can see and understand,

Oapernaum. Point it out on the map, telling that
Jesus went there after leaving Nazareth, He taught in
Whe synagogue there on the Sabbath day. Describe
the man with an unclean spirit who came into the
synagogue. Tell how he behaved, and teach that an
ovil spirit always makes trouble. Show some of the
ways in which evil spirits in children make trouble
both for themselves and for others,

The evil spirit in this man dia not want to see Jesus,
8o bad spirits now do not want to hear good words, or
#ee good acts, because they are rebuked by them.

The Good Spirit's Power. Jesus had a good Spirit
in him, and good fs stronger than evil,

| Was this! Would people talk about him? 0, yes; and
| at sunset a great crowd came bringing their sick
! friends for Jesus to cure. Some
came who had evil spirits in
them, and Jesus not only cured
all the sick ones, but cast out
all the evil spirits,

Jesus was a king, and now in
heaven he has all power still,

him with all our wants and
Woes, and he will help us every time.

Blackboard.

S 2
WesTe

EXPLANATION. Look at the board. We see two
words made prominent, What are they? [School
reads] “ COME OUT.” Who spake these words? To
whom were they spoken? State the circumstances,
‘Why had not these words been spoken before this by
some friend? [It would have been useless.] What
happened wheu Jesus spoke them? Yes, At the com-
mand given to the spirit of evil to come out, in that in-
stant there was a change, and darkness and evil de-
parted, while life and light entered. Why was this?
Because Jesus is the Son of God, and though at that time
on the earth as a man, yet he was God in the flesh, and
exercised his divine power. Man may sympathize, but
he cannot save,

CoLoRS. Raysof light, and words in the heart, white ;
sentence, ** Jesus only, the Son of God,” in golden yel-
low; the other sentences, blue and red.

Berean Methods.
‘Teachers’ Meeting,

Investigate Jesus's Galilean surroundings at this early
step in his ministry: 1) Geographically. He was in Ca
pernaum; his favorite disciples were residents of the
lower Bethsaida; the relations of these neighboring
lake towns to each other. 2) Historically. The view
these rude countrymen would probably take of this new
prophet; how far had he yet been noticed by the eccle-
siastical hierarchy of Jerusalem ; recapitulate important

this, Jesus had only to speak the word, and the evil
spirit was conquered. It is so now. If any little boy
or girl 18 under the power of an evil spirit who puts
hha in bad temper, or tempts him to tell a lie, or do any
other wrong thing, Jesus will save that one if he will
Just look toward him and Whisper ** Jesus, save me,"
Jesus and the gick woman. Then Jesus went to
fimon Peter's house. His mother-in-law was there, sick
with & fever. Jesus cured her, Ask how

and teachings which probably antedated this
lesson. 8) Theologically. Note points of radical differ-
ence between the teachings of Christ and those of the
leading rabbis of his day.... Demoniacal possession,
Do not spend too much time on unanswerable
questions, but draw from clasy all indisputable facts
concerning this strange phenomenon Which so
frequently confronted Jesus .... Word-picture of
mmmoﬂn‘mm‘lboun.nmchu
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rts of evil spiritual possession. How often do
men with evil spirits come up to the house of God with
our modern worshiping throngs! 2) The might of the
gaviour, nothing stands in his way. Fevers, death,
storms at sea, devils alike submit to his sway. 3) His
peneficence: how many of these men were sick
boeause of thelr own fault? Jesus seems to bave asked
no such questions, and uttered po such cbservations;
when he saw suffering he simply sympathized and
nealed. 4) When a man really feels his need of Jesus he
does not object to join the throng who are seeking him.
5) 'The solitary 8aviour ; why did Jesus go to the wilder-
ness? if he needed dally communication with and help
from the divine Father, how much more you and 1!
#) His mission was to preach the Gospel; healing the sick
was incidental. 7) Aspects of Christ : 1) The holy One
(ver. 34); 2) The mighty One (vers. 35, 36): 3) The fa
mousOne (ver. 37) ; 4) The merciful One (vers. 38-41); 5)
The praying One; prayer was the secret of his power;
6) The working One; he must always—in manhood a8
in youth—be about his Father's business.

References. FOSTER'S CYCLOPEDIA. Ver. 33: Prose,
1500-1511, 5305-5362, 03565, 3881, 5193-5201, 6018; Poet-
foal, 836-840, 427, 3401, 2700, 2710, 751, 1038 ; Prose, 5306~
5368, Ver.36: Prose, 4497, 10811, 10812, Ver. 43: Prose,
4608,

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
The Spirit of Christ’s Ministry.

1. Tae Seirit or [oLiNgss.
The Holy One of God. v. 34,
“That holy thing....the Son of God.” Luke 1. 85,
“ Holy, harmless, undefiled, separate.” Heb, 7. 28,
11. Tae Seirit or Lisenty.
Hold thy peace and come out of him, v. 35.
“Law of the Spirit....made me free.” Rom. 8. 2,
* Liberty wherewith Christ made us free.” Gal. 5.1.
1. Tug SPIRIT OF AUTHORITY,
With authority . ...he commandeth. v. 36,
*“ Ye call me Master and Lord.” John 13. 13,
* Every knee should bow.” Phil. 2, 10.
1V. Tae Seirir or Powknr.
Rebuked the fever, and it left her. v. 39.
“ All power is given unto me,” Matt. 28, 18,
“* All things in subjection under his feet.” Heb. 2. 8.
V. Tuz Seirrr or Meroy.
Ladd his hands on every one. v. 40.
* Himself took our infirmities.” Matt. 8, 17.
*“Touched with the feeling." Heb. 4. 15,
V1. Tue Bpirit or PRAYER.
Went into a desert place. v. 42.
** And there prayed.” Mark 1. 35.
* Offered up prayers and supplications.” Heb, 5. 7.
VIL. Tue Spirir o WORK.
Must preach. .. .to other cities also. v. 43.
** Must work the works." John 9, 4.
“ Must be about. .. .business.” Luke 2. 49,

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLRE.
Divinity of Jesus.

1. Shown in his sympathy. No mere human sym-
pathy would have incladed all the sinful and ungrate-
ful, as did that of Jesus. We love those who love us.

2. Shown in his power over natural forces. Fevers
and storms, and and ul-
oors, all yield to bis sway.

3. Shown in his power over spiritual forces. No
sleight-of-hand could manifest itself here. The chief
miracle of all the ages is the conversion of a sinful soul.

4. Shown in his mission. It was not primarily to
heal the sick, but to preach the Gospel to the poor. His
miracles were performed because he was touched with
compassion. But his Gospel was preached beeause
** therefore was ho sent.”

HOME READINGS,
M. The great Physician. Luke 4, 81-37.
7'w, The great Physician, Luke 4. 38-44,
W. Wonderful works., Matt. 15. 21-3L,
Th, Peter's testimony. Acts 10. 34-43.
F. Praise to the Healer. Psa. 103, 1-13.
8. Sorrow dispelled. Isa. 35.
8. The only Saviour. Acts4. 8-12.

TIME.—27 A. D.
PLACES.—Capernaum, and other cities in Galllea,
RULERS.—Same as before.

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 62, New Canadian Hymnal.

1 was once far away from the Saviour,
And as vile as a sinner could be.

No. 61, New Canadian Hymnal.

When I was far away and los ;
Oh, 'tis wonderful !

No. 66, New Canadian Hymnal,

The great Physician now is near,
The sympathizing Jesus.

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

42. When all thy mercies.

71. Jesus, the very thought.
84, There is no name so sweet.
93. Deep are the wounds.

97. Sing them over again.
119. Pass me not.

128, Take me as I am.

137, Look up.

167. O could I speak.

QUERTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. The Holy One, v. 33 36.
How was it that the ** unclean devil” could enter the
synagogue with impunity, but dared not approash

Jesus ?

What did the average Jew understand by ** the Holy
One of God ?"

‘Was this an exclamation of deflance or of terror ?

‘What sinners to-day submit their intellects and phys-
{cal powers to the control of an unclean devil ?

Trace T
and the effect of alcoholic stimulants ?

‘What was the chief cause of the general amazemant ?

What result is certain whenever Christ and Satan
come into contact ?
2. The Healer, v, 37 41,

What was the immediate effect of this miracle?

‘What is the meaning of ** t fever? "

How was the superiority of Christ’s miraculous power
over the slower processes of medicine made manifest?

Why did the people not bring their sick for healing
i1l sunset ?

Why did Jesus rebuke devils that identified him as
the Messiah ?
3. The Worker, v, 42-44,

What is the meaning of ** a desert place ?"

‘Why may they have concluded he was about to depart
from them ?

Was there not imperative need for Jesus to remain
Capernaum ?

Why did he say he must go?

Why diu Jesus use the synagogue so largely in his
earlier teaching ?

What did he say he had been sent to do?

What command did he afterward give all his fol-

lowers ?
Practical Teachings,

Devils are ready to acknowledge divine power when it
suits their purposes.
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u'll‘he world often stands aghast in the presence of a

erli
#ons like our own can perpetrate such horrors. But to-
day demoniacal possession is as real a fact (though its
nomena may be different) as it was in the time of
When Batan is throned in & human heart there
8 no limitation to the possible evil outcome.
The wise and loving words of Jesus went for nau ht
but his wonderful works set all Galilee agape, and filled
Palestine with his pralse. See verses 32 and 43, But it
1s not to work wonders that either Jesus or his disciples
are sent, but to * preach the kingdom of God."
‘This incldent about Simon’s wife's mother should per-

W~
me, and marvels how men and women with tﬂwl

manently set aside one of the flimsy fables of the Rom- God

urch.

Not till the sun set and the Sabbath was closed did
these slaves of the law dare to bring their sick to Jesus
for bealing. All the sufferings of that afternoon mr:fm
have been prevented if they had understood the Lord.

Hints for llome Study,

Write down all the peculiarities of demoniacal posses-
sion, asgiven in the l?uspels, which you can recall, and
note wherein they differ from the f: nzled crime and in-
sanity of the present day, as exhibited by intoxicated
men, g:nlons made mad by jealousy, anarchical plot-
ters, ete.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLA RS,
1. The Holy One, v, 33-36,
In what place was Jesus teaching ?
What strange visitor was present ?
How did he interrupt the service ?
Who did he say that Jesus was ?
How did Jesus reply to him ?
What did the demon do to the man ?
What did the people say of this miracle ?
How much authority has Jesus now ? Matt. 18, 18,
2. The Healer, v, 8741,
How far did this miracle spread the Healer's fame?
From the synagogue where did Jesus go?
What sufferer did he find there ?
What did Jesus do for her relief ?
Wha! was the effect of his words ?
What gathering o< curred at sunset ?
What did Jesus do for these sick p«?)kﬂ
What happened to many demoniace
What did the demons say 7
What did Jesus forbid them ?
Why did he not permit them to speak ?
What one “entence tells of the Hoaler's work ? (GOLD-
RN TEXT.)
3. The Worker, v, 424, ?
Where did Jesus go early in the
Who sg‘u Et: him o}n? ’ e
What e people request
What was his reply ?
W'lmmdId .'l:unrpwmch? orks did Jesus ruake o his
promise of Wi O b
disciples? John 14.

Teachings of the Lesson.
wnlnlnthhle-onmwauu ht—

i Home Work for Young Bereans,
Find out how many times in the Is devils are
described as confessing the Messiahship of Jesus.
Find what is said in one of the epistles about the beller
of devlls as compared with our belief in the Saviour.

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

‘Who taught fn the synagogue at Capernaum ? Jesns,

Who came into the synagogue? A maun with an
unclean spirit. g

Whom did the unclean spirit know r Jesus,
Who did he declare Jesus to be? The Holy One of
il

What did he want Jesus to do? To let him alone.
What does this show ? That Satan fears Jesus,
Who gave Jesus power over all evil spirits?  God,
What did Jesus command the evil spirit to do
come out of the man,
What followed the casting out of the evil spirit? The
man was healed,
To whose house did Jesus go? Simon Peter's. X
Who was ill with a fever in the house? Simon’s
wife’s mother,
What did Jesus do for her? He healed her,
Who were brought to Jesus for healing? Many siok
people.
What did Jesus do? He healed them all,
What did the people want? To keep Jesus in
Capernaum,
lwtmt did he say he must do? Preach to other cities
also,

Words with Little People.

Once Jesus healed sick people and cast out evil spirits.
There are many sick people now, and evil spirits stil
live in human hearts. Can Jesus still help ?
0 ‘‘Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, end
or ever."

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
LFor the entire school.]

1. Where was Jesus? In the xynagogue of Oa.
pernaum,

f'. \\'Ihll) recognized him as the Holy One of God? An
evil spirit,

3. How did Jesus show his power? He cast out the
demon,

4. What was the effect upon the populace ? ’l'h;x
l%nd his fame through all ihe country rou
about.

5. What did Jesus do? After henling many, he
went to the desert,

6. What did he snfw those who sought him? * ¥
must preach the kingdom of God to other cities
also,”

DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.—Evi) spiritual influences.
CATECHISM QUESTION.
14. What is the meaning of the word Christ ?

It is the Greek form of the Hebrew Messiah, and means

anointed with oil ; that is to
and qualifid, © ° Bay, consecrated or set apart

We have found the Messias, which is, being interpreted,

$he Christ.—John i. 41,
Psalm il. 2; Dauiel ix. 25, 26; John iv, 25,

A.D.37)

LESSON XI. THE DRAUGHT OF FISHES,

[March 16.

GOLDEN TEXT. Fearnot; from henceforth thou sha't catch men. Luke 5, 10,

Authorized Version,
Luke 5. 1-11. [ Commit to memory verses8-11.]
1 And it came to a8 the people pressed uj
nmmmmwﬁoﬁa“m.um b!thslllm

Geo-ney/
2 And saw two ships standing by the lake: but the
gone out of them, and were washing

3

Revised Version,

1 Now it came to pass, while the muititude pressed
apon him and heard the word of God, that he was
2 standing by the lake of Gen-nes/a-ret ; and he saw two
boats standing by the lake: but the fishermen had
3 gone out of them, and were washing their nets. And
he entered into one of the boats, which was 81’mon‘s,
and asked him to put out a little from the land. And
he set down and taught the multitudes out of the
4 boat. And wheu he bad left speaking, he sald unto
8i'mon, Put out into the deep, and let down your
6 nets for a draught. And 81’mon answered and said,
Master, we tolled all night, and took nothing : but at

[lu'ahl_e_
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nave tolled all the night, and have taken nothing:
nevertheless at thy wo) 1 will let down the net.

6 And when they had this done, they inclosed a great
multitude of fshes: and their net brake.

7 And they beckoned unto their partners, which were
in the other ship, that they should come and help them.
And they came, and filled both the ships, so that they
began to sink,

8 When 8i’mon Pe/ter saw it, he fell down at Je'sus’
knees, saylng, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man,
0 Lord.

9 For he was astonished, and all that were with him,
at the draught of the fishes which they had taken :

10 And 8o was also James and John, the sons of Zeb/e-
dee, which were partners with 8i’mon. And Je'sus sald
unto 8i‘mon, Fear notj from henceforth thou shalt

«catch men.

11 And when they had brought their ships to land,
they forsook all, and followed him.

6 thy word I will let down the nets. And when taey
had this done, they inclosed a great multitude of

7 fishes; and their nets were breaking; and they
beckoned uuto their partners in the other boat,
that they should come and help them. And they
came, and filled both the boats, so that they began to

8 sink. But 8i‘mon Pe'ter, when he saw it, fell down
at Je’'sus's knees, saying, Depart from me; for [ am

9 a sinful man, O Lord. For he was amazed, and all
that were with him, at the draught of the fishes

10 which they had taken; and so were also James and
John, sons of Zeb'e-dee, which were partners with 8i'-
mon. And Jesus sald unto 8‘mon, Fear not; from

11 henceforth thou shalt catch men. And when they
had brought their boats to land, they left all, and
followed him.

General Statement,

On “the most sacred sheet of water this earth contal

ns,” this miracle was performed. Jesus continued to

preach, and crowds to follow. The people pressed upon him as he stood by the lake, and to relieve himsel{ from
the pressure he stepped into S8imon Peter's little fishing boat, and asked him to row out a little from the shore.
Simon was glad to obey his Master. He had been cleansing his nets from seaweed and small shells, and now
«ceased his labors and rowed out. The crowd did not disperse, and Jesus continued to teach them from the boat.

How many of Christ's precious discourses, like this one,

we can never hearor read! When his discourse was

ended, Jesus asked Peter to * Jaunch out into the deep,” and begin to fish. As Peter turned the prow of his boat
from the shore he told Jesus that he was a very tired man. All night lung be had tolled and had caught nothing.
He did not object to obey Jesus, however, and let down the net. Immediately, by & miracle, an immense number
of fishes were Inclosed, so that the nets were in danger of breaking. Other fishe. men whose boats were near were
called to, and it required all the skill and strength of all together to gather the ** great multitude of fishes.” The
«draught was 8o evidently miraculous that Peter fell down at Jesus's knees, saying, * Depart from me: for [ama
sinful man, O Lord.” James and John were as greatly impressed as was he. Jesus calmly said, ** Fear not; from
benceforth thou shalt catch men.” These awestruck fishermen hastened landward, forsook all their possessions,

and followed their newly adopted Master.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Verse 1. Lake of Gennesaret. This lake was in the
midst of a fertile region, populous and healthful. Its
water is limpid. It is now surrounded with desolation.
In our Lord's time it was covered with a “gay and
numerous fleet of four thousand vessels, from ships of
war down to fishing boats.” Now it is often hard to
find a single boat even at Tiberias.

2. Ships. Boats, probably owned by Jonas, father of
Peter and Andrew, and Zebadee, father ot James and
John, Standing, Lying atanchor, Washing their
wmets. Their task on the open sea was done. They had
tried bard and long and had failed, and now were

7. Beckoned. * It is," eays Canon Farrar, ‘' one of
the inimitable touches of truthfulness in the narrative
that the instinct of work prevails at first over the sense
that & miraculous power has been executed."

8. When Simon Peter saw it. The enormous in-
gathering only gradually dawned upon Peter's con-
sclousness. When the boats slowly settled in the water
he had leisure to discern what the Lord had really done.
Depart from me. Characteristic of Peter. He did not
dare to remain the associate of One 8o divinely pow-
erful,

10. Thou shalt eatch. Literally, thou shalt be

<cleansing and putting by their
had incrusted their nets.

3. Entered. Jesus repeatedly made a rowing-boat
his pulpit. He was evidently fond of the sea.

4. Launch out. Row out. Said to Peter, who prob-
ably steered. Into the deep. Far from shore. Let
down, Spokentoall. Neta. Their fishing seems to
have been largely done by use of seines.

5. Master. Not rabbi here; but a rough term of
respect akin to our word * boss." All the night. The
ondinary time of fishing. John 21. 8.

6. A great multitnde, Saint Gregory says very
truly that this was aa enacted parable, Its lessons
were many, and of such sort that Peter would readily
«comprehend them. Their net brake. Their nets
were breaking.

alive. James and Jehn. Among the many
uses of this beautiful miracle was one which must have
been 1 diate : a deep imp of Christ's divine
power made on his chosen disciples. The men whe
were most immediately affected by it became bis most
{p.imate friends, This was the introduction of Peter,
James, and John into close fellowship with the Saviour.
11. Brought their ships. Their decision was
promptly reached, and they proceeded at once to carry
it out. Forsook all. A great forsaking. Their livell-
hood, their families, and probably thelr good name—at
the very least thelr reputation for good common sense—
all these were P 1y by these
Followed him. Blindly, but with full faith and
affection. How little these men knew as yet of scenes
{nto which they were to follow thelr divine Master !

CRITICAL NOTES.

Theophilus could eastly put himself in the place of that

and wide-spread popularity which his equally surprising

earlier Galilean generation and fully appreclate their | authority over demons and disease had produced.

, of course, that this popular

open-eyed

at Jesus's ind d of ac-

T hilus knew, h

cepted tradition, & trait so unheard of among the rabbis | favor had not endured, and that the hostile Nazareth

«of thelr day, and could readily understand the sudden

spirit had reasserted itsell and had succeeded at last in

{

e S
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depriving the Messial of his life, Did Jesus s early as | lar calling the same talent for leadership which appeareq
this begin to look about him for disciples, to whom | in his apostolic work. John 21, 3, He is here addressed
deeper impressions of the truth could be given than to as the one who had charge of the fishing work. He was
the shifting populace, and who in the event of his | togive the order to his men, Into the deep, Luke
taking off might be depended upou to prosecute and per- | shows here, as so often in the Acts, his familiarity with
Ppetuate his work 7 Even so: and Luke has most inter- | nautical phraseology. Let down. This command is
esting data to report concerning the beginning of the ’ addressed to Peter and his hired men, It needed sev.
apostolate. He has, perhaps, never heard an account of ‘ eral pairs of hands to manage the net,

the earliest association of certain of the twelve with | 8 Master. Luke avoids the word rabbi, probably
Jesus like that which John afterward gave in his | bec
Kospel, but he has unique information concerning the
manner in which Peter and three of his companions
were at last decisively summoned to permanent dis-
cipleship. Theophilus would peruse with keenest in-
terest this unpublished chapter in the earliest experience

‘ause it was unfamiliar to his Gentile readers.
Tolled. The word indicates hard and exhaustive work,
All night. In Greek, the whole night through. Peter
emphasizes this. The night was the time to fish,
Took nothing, The familiar experience which fish-
ermen are wont to accept philosophieally. The only
of the foremost apostle, a chapter which that *Postle | thing to do now, it seemed to him, was to wait and see
himself may have refrained from narrating in his own What success another night might bring. At thy word
preaching, if we do not mistake the meaning of Mark's | 1 will, He had already gained deep reverence for
silence. He would not regard as superfluous a miracle Jesus during his previous temporary association with
which confirmed the call of the remarkable triumvirate him in Judea and Galilee, He already knew that Jesus.
which alone was privileged to witness the Lord’s trans- | Was possessed of extraordinary powers, Let down the
figuration, and afterward wrote immortal epistles | peta, He does not add, as Jesus had done, the words
to his churches, Some critics of the German school, like | « gor o draught.” He does not expect to take any fish,
Meyer and Weiss, have maintained that this account of 6. Were breaking, Or, were just ready to break,
& miraculous draught of fishes is only another version Wwith the great weight of struggling and plunging fish,
of that recorded in John 21, While the harmonizing of | qne pets Wwould have given way 1f timely aid had not
Luke’s narrative with that found in Matt, 4. 18-22, and | come,

Mark 1, 16-2, involves some difMculties, yet it seems on 7. Beckoned. The rest of their company were
the whole a less violent procedure than to hold the al- watching them. They could readily see a gesture, even
ternate hypothesis, though out of hearing. Began to sink. That is to

Verse 1. Now it eame to Pass.  Luke contrasts the say, put on board as many fish as the boats tould carry
Lord's preaching by the sea-side with his ministry in the without sinking,

synagogues. His popularity had so ln_cf*““d "'"“ "0 | 8, Simon Peter. This solemn way of mentioning
synagogue could contain the eager crowd who wished to | bim seems to indicate that Luke has his subsequent
3 9 X = 4

:lwidu mnr:;a;k le; h.t n:re-:;':m"l::'; ::::1 hl;:ﬁhh:?n | career in mind. Saw It. When the catch had been se.

. mvui " al e “fz Mtﬁ’r u::e ol gt || cured, Peter first fully realized what had taken place.

3 J ok At Jesus’ kneew.  Not at his feet (Mark 7, 25), for Je-

LH . | 1

m‘?:nink rgi:;;; ::rl:ﬁ; o'l‘“':“c‘:’m; t;:::e:h.n?(:l suS was sitting, after the Oriental habit, with his feet

Y . Il::dﬂ bP 5 ¢ i :" liste, The nams was drawn up under him. The attitude of supplication and

sea™ u Y the other evangelists, s fea. Depart from me. More literally, ont of my

derived from that of the district lying on the west and | boat and away from me! Peter had seen Jesus work
north of the body of water. When John wrote his gos- | # sl e

pel the town of Tiberiss, founded {n the time of Antipas, | miracles before, notably the one at ¢ ana, but they had

had become important enough to designate the lake on
whose shores it was situated, Just as the Swiss Lake of the
Four Cantons is familiarly called by the name of the
town of Lucerne lying at its outlet,

2. Standing. Lying at anchor or drawn up on the
shore. Were washing, While the crowd was gather-
ing and Jesus bad already begun speaking. The nets
had become soifled in contact with the bottom of the
lake. The fishermen were probably not far off.

3. Pat out a little, Far enough to prevent any in
the crowd from getting into the boat, but near enough
to permit them to hear him distinctly when he spoke.
Sat down. There may have been a little deck at
bow and stern, as in a boat the writer saw on this lake
in 1879, Jesus stood while the boat was moving off, and
then assumed the posture of one about to make an ad-
dress, Taunght the d The tense
that he was now able to do what he could not do sooner
on account of the erowd on shore, Out of the boat, It
is doubtful if the rabbis ever did that. It must have
been a fascinating scene; his face mirrored in the
water, his voice softened by the distance. The para-
bles and the sermon on the mount enable us to imagine
bis style of address on such an occasion. For the
people there was the charm and novelty of out-door re-
liglous gatherings, so often realized by attendants on
camp-meetings in modern times,

4. Said unto Bimon, Peter had shown in his secu-

| not come so directly under his own observation, nor

had his mind been so alive with preliminary attention

A4S nOW.  Hitherto he had felt no force of personal ad-
“ dress and appeal in the miracle.  The cumulative
| effect of all his previous observation of Jesus brought a
' crisal moment of revelation like that which came to
f him later near Cesarea Philippi.  Not flesh and blood,

| but his heavenly Father, had vouchsafed to him a

glimpse of the unique Personality in his boat. 1 am a
sinful man, There is no emphasis on the word man,
as though he would trace his sinfulness to his humanity.
The Greek is like I am a sinful person.” The miracle
had brought him consciously near the divine Presence,
with which a Jew instinctively associated the idea of
holiness. Peter is nothing if not frank and intense,

9. Amazed. Such an abundance of fish had ap-
peared where he was sure not one was to be found,
10. Also James and John, Andrew is not men-
tioned here, but s expressly nameq in chap. 6. 14,
1 Fear not. Toa Jew the vision of God was regarded as
| anomeu of sudden death, Henceforth, The time for
| exclusive devotion to apostolic  service had come.
i Cateh men. Use all his time and skill in bringing
| men into the kingdom of heaven. The Greek word,
Wwhich means * take alive," may have been usea to sug-
gest a natural contrast with the two boat-loads of fish
Which were by this time dead. They should call men to
life-long service to Christ,
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The Liesson Council.

Question 11, Was there any special significancein |

the miracle of the draught of fishes?

It had a special bearing upon the work to which our |

Lord had called his disciples.  From the fact that after
a fruitless night of labor he bade them launch out in
the morning—the most unlikely time for securing their
prey—they might learn that the work was one which
nad all human probabilities agaiust it. They were

further taught that implicit obedience to, and faith in, |
nis word were the great conditions of success; and |
that the ultimate result should far exceed all their cal- |

culations.—Sarah Geraldina Stock.

Its significance was in its relation to the call given &t |

this time to Peter, Andrew, James, and John, to devote
themselves to Christ's person and work.
was & manifestation of the power, and consequently of
the authority, of Jesus, It is plain from Peter's words—
[** Go out of the boat and| depart from me, for I am &
sinful man, O Lord "—that he was profoundly im-
pressed that a holy prophet, if not the very Messiah

himself, was before him, and the event prepared the |

four young fishermen to hear the words, ** From hence-
forth thou shalt catch men;™ or, as given in Matthew
(4. 19), * Come after me and I will make you fishers of
men.” The abundance of the fishes symbolized their
future successes. See parallel passages in Matt. 4. 19;
Mark 1. 16-2). Compare also the fishing scene in John
21.—Joseph Pullman, D.D.

The miraculous draught of fishes was specially de-
signed to convince the fshermen—Peter, Andrew,
James, and John—of the divine power of Jesus, pre-
paratory to their call to become his disciples. Fisher-
men would be profoundly impressed by a miracle of
that sort. It also assured them of his ability to provide
for them, and was prophetic of theé success that he
would give them in their new calling of * fishers of
men.”"—H. G, Jackson, D.D.

It is by no means inconceivable that fishermen who
had toiled all night should make a great haul in the
same waters the next morning. The miraculous nature

of the eircumstance lies in the knowledge of Jesus, that |
It was this antecedent cer- |

such would be the case.
tainty that overwhelmed Peter with the conviction of
the more than human authority of him who had com-

manded him to let down his nets, not for another trial, |

but for a draught.—J. B. Van Meter.

Liesson Word-Pictures.

There are fishermen pushing out in their boats as the
sun goes down on Gennesaret. It is a still, quiet even-
ing. The sea is crowded with fish, and surely their
nets will be quickly filled. The shadows thicken. The
stars come out. All the sky is hung as with silver lan-
terns to light the fishermen on their weary toil. Then
the moon may come up over the eastern hills, and hold
its big toreh aloft in the heavens. It i8 without avail.
There is the frequent throwing of the net, and you seem
to hear the heavy splashing of the water. Then there
is the anxious pulling in of the net with its cold drip,
drip, drip. Any fish within ? None. What disappoint~
ment! Galilee refuses to unlock its treasuries. He who
holds its key has not come yet.

By and by the moon quenches her torch in the
western waters. The stars timidly hurry away with
their little lanterns, and over Galilee looks the sun in
its dazzling glory. Still no fish, no fish! The weary,
disappointed toilers abandon their efforts. They bring

The miracle |

| the boats begin to sink also!

their boats to land. They drag ashore their nets. They
cleanse them.

Suddenly, one of the fis" rmen looks up and sees a
crowd coming down the shore, and who is their leader ?
It is Jesus of Nazareth, the great wonder-worker,
teacher, preacher, whom all so gladly hear and per-
sistently follow. Once he was just a carpenter. Simon
may be thinking of this. He I8 not without his dreams,
his hopes, his desires,  Perhaps he might be something
more than a fisherman if he had a chance. His com-
panions know him as a leader. He has, too, a ready
spoech, though often impulsive and vehement.

Lut Jesus 18 close at hand, and the crowd comes close
behind. Anc what does Jesus want?  He gets iuto Si-
mon's boat, and would Simon push it out a little way
from the land ?

Does Jesus want S8imon's boat?  Why, he may have
even Simon. Any.thing for Jesus! This Jesus has
healed Simon's wife's mother.

The boat is now thrust a little way from the land, and,
using the boat as a platform, Jesus talks from it. Eagerly
does the crowd listen. Simon cannot take his eyes off
from the great teacher. But the message at last is over,

| Jesus turns to this fisherman, with his sunburnt face,

his strong, brawny arms, his eyes full of impulse, enthu-
siasm, daring, affection, too, for Jesus.

** Launch out into the deep ! Jesus is telling Simon,
It is for a draught of fishes, Simon’s eyes kindle. Why,
they have been toiling all night !

Still, they will try again, if Jesus says so.

Down drops the heavy net into the sea. Will any
thing come up within it? Will the treasure-doors open ?
Open? Why, Jesus carries the key.

The net begins to rise. Simon notices that the net
draws heavily. He and his partner, Andrew, pull ex-
citedly. Why, they cannot draw it up, this big, droop-
ing net. It is breaking, too. They look in amazement,

Those men in the other boat--James with his serious

| eyes, John with his ardent, loving nature—come and

help !

They hurry to 8imon’'s side. Now, all together! Up,
up the net comes, sinks heavily down in each boat, and
Down upon his knees
drops Simon, and up go his hands, clasped in awe and
supplication. But rise, 8imon !

Jesus has only words of encouragement and blessing.
Rise quickly ! Jesus commissions thee to be an apostle !
He calls thee to be his follower! Henceforth, thou
shalt catch men.

0, how readily Simon follows! Away go the old fish-
ing-nets. The boat is eft on the shore. The shore is

| forsaken.

Happy, warm-hearted, impulsive, enthusiastic Simon !

James and John and Andrew have gone also after the
new Master.

Galilee has four less fishermen, but the Church of God
has four great apostles walking off under those rough
fishing garments.

Primary and Intermediate.

LESSON THOUGHT. Jesus and Our Work.

Outline on the board the pretty little lake, pear-shaped ;
mountains nearly all around it, but one place sloping
back and leaving a green plain. Tell that this was called
the Plain of Gennesaret, and the lake is sometimes called
after it the Lake of Gennesaret. See if children know its
other name —Sea of Galilee. Describe it—a clear, bright
lake, five miles long and twelve broad. Tell that the
Jordan flows through it, and explain about the fisher-
men who lived on its shores, their habit of fishing by
night, ete.
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Make some rays of the rising sun to indicate that it | made by drawing a net. Inthe meshes write the word
was morning. ‘Tell how Jesus went to the shore and “iove Over all write, “ prawing all men unto
crowds of people followed him. Whatfor? Would you him."

nhave followed Jesus?
Outline two boats drawn up on the shore. You can Berean Methods.
The Teachers' Meeting.

tell the lesson story with crayon in hand, working as you
1alk, or have the picture complete, uncovering certain
parts as you come to them. Tell what the fishermen | _I* The geography of these lessons cannot be too often
were doing, why they were disappointed, etc. Jesus ; reviewed. Make sketcb-map of the lake; draw from
knew about, their work, and was sorry for them. He the c“ﬂ" its various "?ml:;‘ its size, and notable places
knows all about every body's work, and he pities those | ?;;uﬂnlm’::‘; ¢ .iﬂl:l.lmﬁe Jmohln 7:';;".:“ ?l‘shlr::z;‘;.hgc:)r:l;
tired and d inted now, and W | . > ol i d
;’;:::':“’ DA RAISEE ow, and wanta to belp | had marked characteristics... 111. Arrange the facts
Show why he was able to help Simon. As soon 88 | and teachings of the lesson in three word-plctures : The
Jesus told him to let down the net again, Simon did it, | sy |')]y ls!:]e o ;l;n;;. Mi:“ on th;ls:l: Thl):z‘::e
though it was not the time when they would be likel | DUl pr ieie SR s Sormon by the Se <
10 catch fish, and they had been trying all night to get | the scene: little sandy cove; fishers' hamlets in every
fish, and had found none. Simon trusted Jesus. He | direction; people crowding, with eyes and ears wide
knew he could do any thing he pleased, and o ho did | oven boats on the .b:“h; Pewx; m‘::s"“ ""“g‘:’) o
10t use his wisdom, or wantto have his os/n way. Tell | weed from his nets ; Jesus stopping sermon to step
the result, and show what followed—these fisherman left {nto the boat and push out & tew feet, and then resuming
all and followed Jesus. his holy discourse. Lessons: @) The willingness of Je-
The Lesson for Us. Use cut sus to teach ; b) The eagerness of the people to learn.
Add to His nnmel; “Mluhl)'! | 2 The Miracle on the Sea : Empty nets ; weary fishers ;
d S Ruler.” Even the stupid fish of | the command: obedicnce pets filled; recoguition of
E S U | Jesus's divinity, Lessons: a) Trust Jesus and obey
o

1

::’f; !:*; (;)::yginsl“;;r ::: ;:«):‘r | bim: b) Work relying on him; ¢) Help others in his

TEACHER fishermen and their work, and he | service; d) FO;‘;:;l:‘ Abe tml:yolr:";.;::;s l::m:t—%::

7 1

HE g\l{/ﬁ% UR “;“’:l;"'.:: “:“h‘;‘r“‘; ‘*l;’::);] B | Durity.  The Disciples on the Shore: Plles of 0sh, nets,
=) does not like arithmetic m'] d be | boats—all abandoned to follow Christ. Lessons : a) Ex-

falls very often. Mother says, * John, if 1 were you, 1 | poct to make scrifioos 108 Jems1 ) Laste B I

el Jesu; %o help me learn that Josson."” 1 Jesus, and, like these disciples, you will be the gainer.

oo says o himself, * What good would tlhmalddo?“ and | +e..IV. Draw from the wu‘henl. the examples here

e retting over the tiresome work. 1s John doing \ given: 1) In the conduct of Christ ; 2) In the conduct of
o Simon did? Would Jesus really help him? Isn't | tho dleckgdes....¥. g oy taogts: 1) FoE_See
Jearning lessons just as real work as fishing ? who work lor gouls; 2) For the unconverted ; 8) For
Hattie's mamma has & bad headache. Hattie says she young people.

will take care of baby while mamma rests. But baby 18 References. v . ]

.cross and fretful.  Can Hattie ask Jesus to help in this | ver, 5: nghvﬂ:l;;i‘f‘:s'ﬂ. ”e;'o;.,'.t:: hg‘:c:;:i:::
work?  Yes, for he cares, and will help every little 0ue | yers, 5, 6: Poetical, 3438. Ver, 5: Prose. 6139, 5111, 5513,
who trusts in bim. 5514, 5517, Ver.7: Poetical, 3346. Ver. 16 : Prose, 5453-

5458, 5461, 5462, 5464, 11801, 11807, 7506, THA5.

Blackboard.
ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE,

R\\Y\S NG l \ 7O f oLLOW Chrlst's Requirements of His Disciples.
1. STEWARDSHIP.
Entered into one. .. .Simon's. v.8.
 The Lord hath need of him." Mark 11. 8.
“ Stewards of the manifold grace." 1 Pet. 4. 10,

11, OBEDIENCE.
Launch out....let down your nete, v. 4.

“Whatsoever he saith. ...do it."" John 2.5,
“ Do whatsoever I command you." John 15. 14
111 Farra.
Nevertheless, at thy word 1 will. v. 5.
+ Have faith in God." Mark 11, =, 2.
“ All things are possible. ... belleveth.” Mark 9, 28
IV. HELPFULNESS.

That they should come and help them. v. 7.
DIRECTIONS. Draw first the heart with¥ight red or :: Bear ye one another's burdens.” Gal. 6.2
scarlet in outline,  Next draw the cross in outline with Love one another." John 15. 12.

‘white chalk, and the letters L. H. N.with yellow. Make V. Hourvese.
the top sentence all of one color, either pink or light Depart from me. ...asinful man. v. 8.
blue. Letters made of one color and shaded with an- “1Woe is me!....unclean lips." Isa. 6. 5-8.
other look well. The lesson taught on the board is that * An holy nation, a peculiar people.” 1 Pet. 2.9,
of forsaking all and following Christ, saying to him. Al V1. SELF-SACRIFIOE.
of mine is thine, I lay my heart on the cross of Christ, They forsook all. v. 11.

* Recelve manifold more." Luke 18. 20, 80.

and in his nano give up all of self.
SUGGESTION.  Another blackboard lesson can be “1 gount all things but loss.” Phil. 3.7, 8.

==

Maroch 1

Vil FeLt
Followed
“Leth
“*Our

TH
Th

1. They
2. They
3. They
4. They
~when, W
5. They
with Chris
6. The)
even whe
7. The)
fish, for
them.
8. The)
ready to 8
9. The,
Jee, givin




March 16.]

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER.

83

Yil. FeLLowsurp,
Followed him, v. 11,
*“Let him follow me.” John 12, 26,
“Qur fellowship. ... with his Son.” 1 John 1. 8.

THOUGH'TS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.

Thoughts Concerning Fishers of Men.,

1. They must work at the right time.
2. They must work in the right place.
3. They must work in the right way.

4. They must work under tha direction of the Master

—when, where, and how be bids them.

8. They must work In the presence of the Master—
with Christ on board the boat.

6. They must work with implicit faith in the Master,
even when circumstances prompt doubt.

7. They must work, uot only to catch, but to keep, the

fish, for winning souls i often easier than keeping

them.
8. They must work in a spirit of mutual helpfulness,
ready to assist other toilers.

9. They must work in a spirit of absolute self-sacri-

fee, giving up all for Jesus.

HOME READINGS.
M. The draught of fishes, Luke 5. 1-11,
Tu, Bread and fishes multiplied. Matt, 14, 15-21.
W. Another draughtof fishes, John 21. 1-11
Th. Christ's power over the sea, Mark 4. 35-41.

F. Leaving all for Christ. Mark 1. 16-20.
.3. Denying self for Christ. Mark 8.

34-38,
Reward of self-demal. Matt. 19. 27-30.
-27 A. D.

—The Lake of Gennesaret.

—Same as before,

CONNECTING LINKS.—This incident occurs not

Jong after the events in the previous lesson,

m})yocrmxn SUGGESTION.—The divine call to the min- i

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 166, New Canad an Hymnal,
Now, the sowing and the weeping,
Working hard, and waiting long.
No. 171, New Canadian Hymnal,
Go, labor on ; spend, and be spent,
Thy joy to do the Father's will,
No. 167, New Canadian Hymnal,

To the work ! to the work | we are servants of God,
Let us follow the path that our Master has trod.

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
Though troubles assall.
All hail the power.
Come, Christian children.
To the name of our salvation.
Blest are the hungry.
Who'll be the next ?

To Jesus I will go.
Saviour, like a shepherd.
More love w thee,

What a Friend.

45,
65.
7.
4.
110.
121,
22,
145,
148,
165.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. The Teacher, v, 1-3.

v:"t‘:y did Jesus choose the lake-side for his lecture-
By what other names is the Lake of Gennesaret

known ?
‘Was it an innovation to teach in the open air ?
With what great motive did the people gather ?
Explain the four quaint phrases here used ?

() Ships: (b) washing their nets; (¢) prayed him
(d) thrust out.
‘Why did Jesus enter the boat?
Where did his great audience come f10m ?

2. The Miracle, v, 4-7.
Explain the phrases: (a) launch; (b) deep; (¢)
draught; (d) their net brake.
What sort of net did these fishermen evidently use ?
What attitude toward Christ is taken in Simon's an-

swer?
Why may they have preferred the night for their
labors ?
What was the immediate result of obeying Jesus ?
What limited their prosperity ¥
3. The Disciples, v, 811,
Why did this wonder awaken In Peter a sense of his
own sinfulness?
What did Peter mean
How were his "
Repeat Jesu:
Recall as
ment as you can.
What did the Lord mean by ** catehing men ? hid
On what conspicuous occasion was this promise re-
markably fulfilled 7
What did the fishermen do on reaching the shore?
Does God expect this course from every person?

Practical Teachings.

When God proclaims his word—no matter whom be
uses as his instrument—the people will press to hear.

Earnest Christians should not walt for conventional
opportunities to do good, 1f thesynagogue be not open,
take tothe boat. Use the means at hand, assured of
God’s blessing.

It s always safe to obey the Lord—even though his
commands clash with worldly wisdom.

Always we shall find, if we examine, that the limita~
tlons to God’s blessings are in ourselves. There are
plenty of fish to be caught § the trouble lies in unskillful
i hands and weak nets and small boats.

The consciousness of the divine presence reveals our
sin and weakness as nothing else can do,

No revelation of God should terrify us.

*These apostles may have left little when they left
their possessions; but they Jeft much when they left
their desires.”

Hints for Home Study.

1. Write down every fact you know relating to Lake
Gennesaret.
(@) Its several names |
(h) Its geographical location and surroundings ;
(¢) Its peculiar traits ;
(d) Events ‘n Christ's life connected with it,
2. Ascertain the leading characteristics of the four
men who figure in this lesson—"" the first four members
of the Christian Church.”

by this prayer?

rs " affected by what they saw 7
eply to Simon.

of the ** Fear nots ' of the New Testa-

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARSE.
1. 'The Teacher, v, 3.

For what purpose did the peonle seek Jesus ?

Where did the crowd gather about him ?

What was near by that belonged to fishermen ?

‘What were the fishermen doing ?

What request did Jesus make of 8imon ?

What did Jesus then do ?

What i said about Jesus as a teacher? Matt. 7. 29
2. The Miracle, v, 4.7,

When through teaching, what did he say to Simon ?

Of what failure did Simon tell ?

What reason did he give for trying again ?

What happened when the net was l¢ ywered ¢

Upon whom did the fishermen call for help ?

What shows that they caught many fish ?

What did his miracles prove about Jesus? John
3. The Dicciples, v, 8-11.

‘What did Simon at once do and say ?

Why did he so speak and act 7

‘What other disciples were also astonished ?

What promise did Jesus make o Simon? (GOLDR®

TEXT.)
What did the dise!ies do when they came ashore ?
Have you forsal all for Christ's sake ?
Teachings of the Lesson,
What does this lesson teach us about—
1. The compassion of Jesus?
2. The knowledge of Jesus?
3. The authority of Jesus ?

Home Work for Young Bereans,
Make a list of the recorded miracles performed by Je-
gus on the waters of the Lake of (Gennesaret.
1;’.lnd how many fishermen were among Jesus's disei~
D

3.2
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QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER S HOLARS,

By what lake did Jesus stand one day? T'he Loke of
Gennesaret.
Who were with him there ? A great many people.
‘What stood by the shore? Twe whips.
Where were the fishermen? ‘They were washing
their nets,
What did Jesus enter ? Simon’s ship.
What did he do? Preached, witting in the ship.
What did be tell 8imon to do when he stoppe peak-
7 Go out into the sea, and lel down his
What did Simon tell him? That he had ¢
nothing all nizht,
What did he do at Jesus's word? Let down the net,
With what was it filled right away ? With fishes.
What did Simon Peter do? He worshiped Jesus,
What did he say? *‘1ama sinful man.”
What does a sight of Jesus show us?
What did Jesus say that Simon hould ¢
Who were with Simon ? James and John, i
What did they all do? Left all and followed Jesus. |
Words with Little People. |
, God, who made the birds of the air and the fish of
the sea, can send them where he will.

|.ghl

ur own sin. |
ch? Men, |

— i

preached o
2

. 27.] LESSON XII. CHRIST FORGIVING SIN.

[March 23

thﬂl not the God who |m‘11do the heart guide

he will? ** Lead thou me.

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
(For the entire school.]
1. What did Jesus now do? Out of Peter's boat he
e people on the shore,
. What did he afterward tell Peter to do? Tosail
out and hegin to fish.
3. What did Peter tell him they had done? Toiled
all night and tnken nothing.
4. What did they gather ? An astonishing number
of fishes,
5. What was the effect on Peter? Jesus's power
made him feel his own weahness and sin.

CATECHISM QUESTION.

15. How was the Redeemer consecrated ?

The Holy Ghost, who was signified by the anointing
oil, descended upon him.

And Jesus when he was baptized, went up straightway
out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto
him, and he aw the Spirit of God descending like a dove,
and lighting upon him. - Matt. iil. 16.

[March 23

GOLDEN TEXT. Who can forgive sins, but God alone? Luke 5. 21

Authorized Version.

|
Luke 5. 17-26. [Commit to memory verses 24-26.]
17 And it came to pass on a certain day, as he was
teaching, that there were Phar’i-sees and doctors of the
law sitting by, which were come out of every town of
Gali-lee, and Ju-de’a, and Je-ru’sa-lem : and the power
of the Lord was present to heal them.

18 And, behold, men brought in a bed a man which |
was taken with a palsy : and they sought means to bring “
| 19 him before him. And not finding by what way they

him in, and to lay him before him.

19 And when they could not find by what way they |

might bring him in because of the multitude, they went
upon the housetop, and let him down through the tiling
with his couch into the midst before Je/sus.

20 And when he saw their faith, he said unto him,
Man, thy sins are forgiven thee.

21 And the scribesand the Phar’i-sees began to reason, |
saying, Who is this which speaketh blasphemies? Who |

«can forgive sins, but God alone ?
22 But when Jesus perceived their thoughts, he an-

swering said unto them, What reason ye in your'
| 23 Whether is easier, to say, Thy sins are forgiven thee;

hearts?

Revised Version.

17 And it came to pass on one of those days, that he
was teaching ; and there were Phar’i-sees and doctors
of thelaw sitting by, which were come out of.every
village of Gal'i-lee and Ju-de’a and Je-ru’sa-lem:
and the power of the Lord was with him to heal.

18 And behold, men bring on a bed a man that was
palsied : and they sought to bring him in, and to lay

might bring him in because of the multitude, they
went up to the housetop, and let him down through
the tiles with his couch into the midst before Je'sus.
20 And seeing their faith, he said, Man, thy sins are
21 forgiven thee. And the seribes and the Phar’i-sees
began to reason, saying, Who is this that speaketh
blasphemies ? Who can torgive sins, but God alone?
22 But Je'sus perceiving their reasonings, answered and
said unto them, What reason ye in your hearts?

23 Whether i easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven | 24 or to say, Arise and walk? But that ye may know

thee; or to say, Rise up and walk?

24 But that ye may know that the Son of man hath
power upon earth to forgive sins, (he said unto the sick
of the palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise. and take up thy
couch, and go into thine house.

25 And immediately he rose up before them, and took
ur that whereon he lay, and departed to his own house,
glorifying God.

26 And they were all amazed, and they glorified God,
and were filled with fear, saylng, We have seen strange
things to-day.

that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive
sins (he said unto him that was palsied), I say unto
thee, Arise, and take up thy couch, and go unto thy

25 house. And immediately he rose up before them,
and took up that whereon he lay, and departed to

96 his house, glorifying God. And amazement took
hold on all, and they glorified God ; and they were
filled with fear, saylog, We have seen strange things
to-day.

General Statement.
For nearly a year Jesus had stood prominently before the people, teaching the principles of the new kingdom,

and he was now at the most popular period of bis ministry. The P!
had not yet openly declared themselves his enemies ; and the unthinking masses

Jooking upon him with suspicion,
thronged after him {n & blind expectation that he would

establish upon Mount Zion & throne which should compel the hom

well knew was folly, and which, when disappointed, would soon turn the hearts of
1y listening to his words, while crowds of the sick and the suffering

ignificant miracles were wrought. By touching with healing

But at present vast multitudes were eager!
sought bis healing power. Just at this period two sl

hand a man whose whole form was polluted with leprosy,
tire mass of ceremonial regulations which had grown up around the anclent law.

company of jealous Pharisees, hesaid to the paralytie, ** Thy sins be forgiven thee,
or even prophets, as the Son of God. To this last mentioned miracle

be invested with an authority above priests,

our attention is called by the present lesson. 1f we carefully watch the perti!

harisaic party and the priestly order, though

speedily draw the sword, shake off the Roman yoke, and
age of the world—an expectation which Jesus
the people to a bitter hate.

Christ silently proclaimed his independence of the en-
And when, in presence of &
" he calmly asserted himself to

nacity of these friendly bearers, the

anguish of the sufferer, the skepticism of the ** doctors,” the divine diseernment and power of Jesus, the Joy of

the sick sinner, who was at once converted and cured, and theawful joy of the multil

acter turn into & teacher. and every incident of the nasrative to be full of {nstruction.

tude, we shall find every ehar.
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EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Verse 17, On a certoin day. The precise time is!
not specified, but it was probably soon after the healing of |
the leper parrated in the preceding flve verses, The
place 18 supposed to have been Capernaum. As he was
teaching. Probably in an upper room in a private
house, very likely the residence of Peter. Among those
present were some
mon people. Pharisees. A class of Jewishseparatists
who prided themselves on their minute fulfiliment of the
Mosaic law and of all the additional rules devised by the
rabbis, Doctors of the law. Teachers; these were to
be found in all parts of the land, though they were most
numerous in Jerusalem. Their work was to expound
all the minute distinetions and duties of the law, which
wove itself into every detail of life. Which were come,
Evidently they were present, not to receive instruction,
put to watch and eriticise. They were not the malicious
spies mentioned in Matt. 15. 1; Mark 3. 2; 7. 1. There
was a8 yet no open rupture between Christ and their
party, but already there were evident signs of approach-
ing hostility. (1) Not all who listen to the Gospel are
its friends. Out of every town. From all parts, The
power of the Lord was present, Jesus frequently
interrupted his own discourse to heal some of the pitia-
ble persons presented to him. Though power ever
dwelt in Christ, yet it was not atall times equally mani-
fested. This was an occasion when, in spite of unsym-

learned men and many of the com- |

Farrar, “is an every-day matter in the East.” At all
events, the action here described shows the earnestness of
the friends of this sick man, determined that at whatever
cost, he should be brought into the presence of Christ.
| @) How much more trouble people will take for the
| sake of their bodies than of their souls!

20, 21. e saw their faith, The faith of those who
bore the paralytic wasshown by their energy and deter-
mination to bring him to Jesus. The man himself after-
ward showed trust equal to that of his bearers in his
ready obedience to Christ's command. He said unto
him. Neither the sick man nor his company speak to
Christ. Their acts are more eloquent than the most pa-
thetic plaint. But Christ speaks to them. In Matt. 9.2,
“ the words ** Son, be of good cheer,” are added. Thy

sins are forgiven thee. Here, as Dr. Van Oosterzee
| pointedly remarks, trouble of conscience appears actually
1 to have stood in the way of restoration of the body, and

* the Saviour, who, with unerring glauce, looks through
! the outward and inward condition of the sick man, be-
| gins in this way to heal the soul.”” But Jesus's words
| were, Thy sins have been forgiven ; that is, now and
'; henceforth ; and they may have been uttered for the in-
| struction of the witnesses rather than for the benefit of
| the man. Began to reason. Not in open discussion at
| first, Blasphemies. Words like these would seem
| presumptuous, even from a prophet, and could come

pathetic witnesses, the divine influence was especially | with fitness trom God alone. 3) There is no alterna-
oxercised, Mo hear them. The needy ones, not the | tive. Jesus must be regarded as a blasphemer or as
Pharisee the Son of God.

18, 19. Men. Four bearers. Mark 2. 3. Bed. Nota
vedstead ; an Oriental invalid would be carried ona pal-
let, rug, or mat, or, perhaps, wrapped up in a heavy quilt.
In that country there are no beds like ours. Taken
with a palsy. Smitten with paralysis, or some form of
nervous i Such are not infreq ly
the result of excess, and our Saviour's words make it
seem likely that this man’s illness was closely connected
with his gin. Sought means. Mark says they could
not get to the outside door, the crowd was so great.
Went upon the housetop. This was not hard to do.
1t was probably a dwelling only one story high. Roofs
are flat in that country, some having a stairway from
bottom to top of the outside wall. Others are built on
sloping hill-sides, for the purpose of bringing the roof on
a level with the road or street above. ‘Ihrough the
tiling. The roof was probably of clay spread upon
rushes, or branches, which were laid upon sticks reach-
ing from beam to beam. Opinions differ as to what
the friends of this man did. Some think they opened &

ing trap-door; or the awning ofthe court
around which the house was built; or made an opening
through the flat housetop which s here called ** tiles.”
“The making of an aperture in the roof,” says Canon

ORITIOAL

Our Lord's revelation of himself assumes a new phase
and produces new 1esults. The tone of authority ob-
servable in his teaching has astonished the Galilean
people. The wholly unsuspected power he has of work-
ing les has d their When
now he advances yet further, and not ooly claims, but
proves, that he has authority to forgive men's sins,
they exclaim in their reverential fear of him, ** We have
seen strange things to-day!" But fear is not the only
effect produced. Luke, writing Gospel history as it was
originally preached in apostolic circles, ever keeps the
atoning work of Christ in view, and sees here, as he saw
at Nazareth, the shadow of the cross. He affords his

292, 23. Perceived their thoughts. Recognized
their reasonings. They had not uttered their thoughts,
but Christ read them, as he read the inward faith of the
palsied man's bearers. (4) He who read their inmost
thoughts can read ours. Whether is easier. ** Which
is easier.” Tosay. That is, to say with authority, and
bring your saying to pass. One sentence might be
spoken as easily as the other ; but only he who has the
right to forgive sin possesses the power to heal diseases.
It may have seemed easier to utter words which could
not be put to visible test; a harder and hardier thing
to utter a miraculous command, the faflure of which
must immediately overthrow all his claims. Really, the
pardon of the sinner was the greater wonder; but
** here, as 8o often elsewhere, our Lord puts himself on
the level of those who hear him, and vouchsafes 1o speak
to them according to their vwn thoughts."—Plumptre.

24, 25, 26. The Son of man. A name by which
Christ showed his complete oneness with our nature,
and at the same time suggested his heavenly origin.
Amaszed. Astonished at the miracle and the high
claim which it proved. Fear. Reverence and awe.
Strange things. Miracles wrought and sins remitted.

NOTES.

readers in this and the following chapter their first
glimpse of the hostility of the ruling party, which, as we
Jearn from the opening chaptersof John's gospel, had
already manifested itself in our Lord's earlier ministry
in Judes, a hostility which already utters in private that
accusation of blasphemy which it will subsequently de-
clare openly before the Roman tribunal. 1t 18 not to be
overlooked that our evangelist has prefaced this most
unexpected revelation of authority with an acoount ofa
cure of the most dreaded of all diseases, the leprosy, and
gpecial preparation on Jesus's part by solitary prayer.
Verse 17. One of those days. Observe the inten-
tional of | dedink Teach-

14 Inat
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ing. Explaining the doctrines of the kingdom of heaven

of forg The jon of Jesus has proven
to be as profound as it is prompt. He has no thought

to those who had already heard his first
Pharisees. These formed & national party. Their almn

was to realize faithfulness to oral tradition in ordinary

life. Jesuscharacterized them as & class of hypoerites.

Matt. 23; Luke 11, 42-44 * Fidelity in trifles, gross

neglect of essential principles; the mark of godliness

without the reality; petty orthodoxy and artificial

morals—such was Pharisaism."” Doctors of the law.

The professional interpreters of the Mosaic law. Out of
every village. Thisisa token of the profound public
attention which Jesus bad excited, Jerusalem. The

earlier work of Jesus in Judea, of which we learn all we

know from the fourth gospel, had induced not a few

representative men to make the journey .nto the north-

ern province for purposes of observation and study.

The power of the Lord. The miraculous energy of

the Lord God. Elsewhere Luke speaks of the power of the

Spirit (4. 14) as having beengiven him. The evangelist

seems designedly to contrast the official authority of the

religious rulers with the unique Messianic authority of

Jesus. Like him they taught but the power of the Lord

to heal was not with them. With him to heal. To
enable him to perform miraculous cures. Luke sees a
necessity on Jesus's part for & renewal of his spiritual
forces by secret communion with God. See verse 16

The power of Jesus did not fail under the scrutiny of the
religious leaders of the nation.

18, And behold. An unexpected turn in affairs. In
the midst of this teaching and this great concourse a
peculiar interruption. Men bring on a bed. The pa-
tient was altogether helpless. Palsied. The man had
Jost control of his muscles. He could not walk, perhaps
could not even sit up or turn over in bed, Souszht.
The Greek indicates a perseverance of effort. Lay him,
In all his physical helplessness. Before him. They
were sure that the prostrate form would appeal to the
sympathy of Christ without the mediation of words.

19. Notfinding. There isa hint of their disappoint-
ment in the Greek negative. By what way. Telling
the people on the outskirts of the crowd what they
wished was not sufficient to open & passage-way. They
could devise no method for getting the eager throng to
let them through. Went up. By an outside stairway
leading to the roof. See Matt. 24, 17. Housetop.
A flat roof must be thought of. Through tiie
tiles. In the Fast, roofs then, as now, were made of
a layer of earth resting upon layers of twigs supported
by rafters. As the housetop was in constant use, it
might well be paved with tiies. It is even possible that
the evangelist is only intent on vividly describing the

scene 1o his readers, who would naturally hink of tiles
as a part of a roof. Hels certainly desirou. of depleting
the earnestness and faith of the paralytic and his
friends. No one who has seen an Orlental roof could
Jook upon this temporary Aisturbance of the roof as a
permanent damage to the property. With his conch,
Luke does not say ** bed ' as before, becanse he is think-
ing of the smaliness of the opening. Before Jesus,

In spite of the throng.

20. Their faith. The paralytic's faith is, of course,
presupposed.  The man’s friends had shown rare per-
sistence where a prompt abandonment of their plan
might have been expected. Man. The Greek word in-
dicates pity. Forgiven. This is the emphatic word in
the original. Jesus read this man’s thoughts as readily
as (ver. 22) those of others present. Hissins, which, gen-
erally, in the current Jewish view, were thought to be,
and in this case may actually have been, the cause of suf-
fering, were the object of his anxiety. In such a serious
view of his own misdeeds Jesus woes the true condition

of the comments of any one present. He joyously and
jnstinctively proclaims releuse to the captive. Chap. 4.18.

21. Began, Prompted by Jesus's absolution,
Reason. To Luke it was plain how Jesus could con-
sistently utter such words; hence, the blind groping of
those unenlightened scholars he calls ** reasoning."
Unless they were prepared to admit the irrefragable
premises, they could not reason their way out. The
scribes, The repr atives of the p 1 learn-
ing of the time. Who is this? The inquiry was ut-
tered in a contempt which suggested his want of pro-
fessional training and his association with a despised
town. Blasphemies. sayings which reflect upon the
divine majesty and holiness. Who can forgive sins?
They did not know, because they would not know, that
God had given One in their midst such authority.
v. 4.

22. Their reasonings. They really followed pro-
cesses of reasoning, although they began them with
wrong premises. What reason ye. Why do you ac-
count for my assuming authority to forgive sins, as you
do? Why do you think I choose to say the man is for-
given because no one can disprove what I say ?

23. Whether is easier. Which of two courses open
to me is, according to your reasoning, the preferable one
for a person in my position: to tell this man his sins
are forgiven, or to cure him by a word and make him
prove himself to be cured? You reason that it is far
easfer to tell the man he is forgiven. 1 will at once con-
vince you of your error.

24. May know. JohnT. 17. Their reasoning rested
upon insufficient knowledge. 'The Son of man. This
somewhat mysterious title is the one oftenest applied by
Jesus to himself, It emphasizes the reality of his rela~
tions to the human race. It has been suggested that his
disciples avoided its use because it seemed to leave out
of view his unique relations to God. Like the saylng,

**The Word became flesh,” this title is wholly free from
the suspicion of human fabrication. Power. Stress is
1aid on this word. He does not make pretense to, but
has, power. Comp. John 5. 27. On earth. Therefore he
has it here and now. Arise. Do what s impossible for
any paralytic in his own strength, Takeupthy couch.
Show you have no need of other persons to carry you.
Go. Prove that your restoration is complete.

25, Immediately. Making it clear that the will of
Jesus was the cause, Glorifying God. Luke alone
tells us of the paralytic's gratitude. A spiritual change
in the man.

26. All. Emphatic in Greek. Glorified. Their
astonishment uttered itself in praise. See Matt. 9. 8.
Fear. Because Jesus had brought them so near to God.
strange things, Paradoxical things, especially one
claiming the right to forgive sins not only, but prov-
ing it.

The Liesson Council.

Question 12, How did the miracle on the paralytic
show that Jesus had power to forgive sins?

Two passages throw light on this inquiry. In John
10. 37, 88, we read, ** If 1 do not the works of my Father,
believe me not. But if I do them, though ye believe not.
me, belleve the works: that ye may know and under-
stand that the Father is in me, and I fn him.” In John
9. 30-33, we find, ** Herein is the marvel, that ye know
not whence he 1s, and yet he opened mine eyes....If
this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” Je-
sus claims miraculous power. But Go! 18 present in alk
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miracles, and the God who commissions him to do such
works may also commission him to do other divine
works, * You deny my right to pardon; you caunot
deny my power to beal. You call me & pretender; 1s it
pretense when 1 say, ‘Arise and walk?® »—Joseph
Pultman, D.D.

It was conceded that no human power or skill
could cure the palsy ; hence when Jesus cured it by a
mere word be gave palpable proof of his divine author-
ity , and, consequently, of his “ power to forgive sins."
In this instance the healing was done in direct attesta-
tion of the power to forgive ; the authority of the words
 Thy sins are forgiven thee™ being confirmed by the
visible effect of the subsequent command, * Arise, take
up thy bed, and walk."—H. G. Jackson, D.D.

The objectors thought, ** Only God can forgive sins.”
They also thought, ** Only God can, by & word, cure &
paralytic.”” They were right in both insiances. When,
then, Jesus, by a command, restored the paralytic, he
demonstrated from their own premises the presence with
him of the divine authority. His eritics thought that
Jesus, being unable to do either, pretended to do what
in the nature of the case did not expose his imposture to
detection, Jesus asks, ** Which is easier?™ He per-
forms the miracle which was held to be impossible to al
but God, and the concession was inevitable that he had
spoker with the same authority when he said, “Thy
sins are forgiven thee.”” One was as *easy " in this
sense as the other.—J. B. Van Meter, D.D,

The miracle represented the credentials of Jesus as the
anointed One of God, to whom belonged divine author-
ity. It proved to those who witnessed it, in & manner
which could be tested by the physical senses, that
his word was not empty speech, but a channel of living
power. Thus it vindicated the efficacy of that word in
the spiritual matter (the forgiveness of sins) which lay
beyond the investigation of the spectators.—Sarah
Geraldina Stock.

Liesson Word-FPicture.

wHompr ! 1 don't know about this man, the carpen-
ter, wiio has come down from Nazareth and is making
all this stir,” says Nahum, the Pharisee.

* We might go and see,"” suggests Zedekiah, that great
doctor of the law.

Of they start, and they find a great crowd about the
nouse where Jesus is stopping. There are people on
@utehes, people in beds, people that are blind, deaf,
palsied, demoniacs, and how pitiful the sight of those

lepers standing afar and looking wistfrlly on!

** 1t means something,” affirms Nohum.

* Yes, means the evil one ! " growls Zedekiah.

Somehow, the Pharisee and the doctor get inside the
house, where they have a good chance to see Jesus and |
hear every thing said. Jesus is talking, O, how ear-
nestly, tenderly, lovingly !

suddenly, Nahum hears a strange noise overhead.

He looks up.

“What is that, Zedekiah? Why, they are on the
housetop, breaking away the tiling! ™

Zedekiah looks up.

“Why, Nahum, see what is coming down! The
roof itself  If those men up there are not letting down
abed! Any thingonit?"

It descends farther, farther, comes nearer, nearer,
and now Zedekiah and Nahum rise to see What may be
on thebed, They peer eagerly !

There is & man on the bed |

Every body is standing up, some on tip-toe, all curious

10 see the man that has arrived from the housetop, let

down on the bed. And he is let down in the very pres-
ence of Jesus, at his feet !

“The fool | * exclaims Zedekiah, ** He really seems
to expect Jesus will help him! He is throwing away
his faith if he thinks that way."

His faith ? Ah, the soul of the poor sufferer has only
one thought, ** Jesus can help me."

Faith looks mutely out of the eyes. It isin his very
posture, in those poor, palsied, trembling limbs, And
Jesus sees it all. He recognizes the trust in this suffer-
er's soul. He lovingly bends over the couch. Hush,
every body ! Jesus is speaking : ** Man, thy sins are for-
given thee!"

What? Zedekiah looks at Nahum in awful astonish-
ment.

 Hear that, Nahum! 1 thought the evil one would
show himself before the fellow got through o

* 0 blasphemy, blasphemy ! "' mutters Nahum.

suddenly, Jesus looks that way. His eyes seem w0
burn & door into their hearts. He sees all that is
within ; the unbelief, the profanity, the hardness of
heart. They drop their heads. They bow them on
their breasts as if they would cover up that door, Jesus,
though, sees far within, How his voice rings out! **Is
it easier,” he asks them, ** to pronounce forgiveness, or
to bid the man walk 7"

And now he tells the palsied man to get up and bear
away his bed !

(), the presumption ! mutters Nahum.

w0, the sacrilege " growls Zedekiah. * He can't do
{t! This Nazarene goestoo far! Caughtnow inhisown
trap!" But they look at the man. And the man—
why, he turns on his bed, he turns out of it, he stands
on his feet, he 1ifts his bed, he throws it over his back,
and he goes off shouting, ** Glory to God !

What an outbreak now of wonder, of hallelujabs, all
throughout the house, in the court, and on the roof,
from the people looking down, and from those round
about the house, every-where one triumphant ** Glory
to God!™

Pharisee and doctor are overwhelmed with shame.

Primary and Intermediate.

LESSON THOUGHT.—Power over Sin.

Blackboard. Make & square to represent an Fastern
house, the open court in the middle, and the rooms built
all around it. ‘Tell that {there were seats in the upen
court, and often a fountain. To keep the hot sun out
there was some kind of a roof, often no more than a
thick canvas. The roof over the house proper was tiat,
and an outside stair-way led up to it. Explain that
many of these houses were only one story high. Prob-
ably Jesus sat in the court, and the people filled up the
rooms around the court. Point out Capernaum on the
map, where this took place.

The Sick Man. Ask if children have ever seen a per-
son with palsy. This man could not walk. Tell how he
was taken to Jesus, explaining about the Eastern bed,
or mat. Talk about his earnestness. He knew he was
sick, and he wanted to be well. He did not think that
maybe it would do no good to go to Jesus. He did not
think about the trouble, He just thought of his great

need.

The Good Physician. Tell what Jesus said. He
could 100k into the sick man’s heart. He knew that he
was in earnest. (Explain how the palsied man was let
down before Jesus.) First, Jesus forgave his sins, and
then he made his body well. What a good and great
Doctor! Tell the remainder of the story, drawing
contrast between the two classes, fault-finders and
believers.

7;vfwm.wrr S
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What Sin Does. Make a
heart on the board. Teach that
there is sin in every heart. Sin
| always makes trouble. God has
| made a way to cure sin. Make
| the cross. Print *Jesus, Sin-
bearer,” above it. Any one who
will go to Jesus may have his
sin forgiven, Tell about a little
girl; print ber name—' Mary." She gets angry very
easily. Then she says hard words. What is the cause ?
“8in." We will call this Mary’s heart, Print **8in™ in
it. Does not Mary know that Jesus can cure sin?
Yes, but she doesnot go to him. She says she can't help
her bad temper. Sometimes she is sorry and ashamed,
and says she will be a Christian some day. Is she like
the man with the palsy? No; he wanted to be cured,
and went to Jesus. Mary does not gotohim, Who will
come to Jesus to-day to be cured of sin ¢

=) A‘RE.F{

Blackboard.

i ;‘5‘ ‘Q'\’K\(:)\\
Genuing

The blackboard takes up the theme of salvation by
faith taught in this lesson, and sets forth two kinds of
faith, to show the difference between genuine faith in
Christ and a faith in what is written or said about
Christ. A document is often known to be genuine by
the seal and signature, and we see on the board that
genuine faith in Christ is attested by the seal of the
«cross,  One must hear about Christ before he can believe
on him, but though I hearall about him, and may believe
‘what I hear, yet my faith in the doctrines or the history
of Christ will not be saving faith to me unless 1 have
faith in him as my Saviour. The paralytic man would
mever have been cured or forgiven, even tuough he
might have believed all he had heard about the Great
Physician, had he not bad faith in Christ to heal him.
‘There is a danger to each one of us that we may hear the
Gospel preached, and assent to the doctrines about
«Christ, without getting a true knowledge of faith in him,
‘thereby decelving ourselves.

HEAR ABOUT

FEEL MY NEED OF
HAVE FAITH IN
FULLY ACCEPT
TELL OTHERS ABOUT
LEAD OTHERS TO

Berean Methods.
The Teachers' Meeting.

Give a short account of the * connecting links " with
the last lesson, especially the cure of the man *“‘full of
Jeprosy,”.... Make a clear word-picture of this miracle.

«..Bxplain phrases, where necessary: ‘' Pharisees;"

CHRIST
MY

1 MUBT
SAVIOUR.

|

|
|

“ doctorsof the law ; " ** Galilee ; * ** Jude:
* letting down through the tiling ;" ** couch
* blasphemies ; * ** power of the Lord,” etc. ... The vari-
ous kinds of power shown by Christ in this lesson;
glimpses of his omniscience, omnipresence, ete... What
the lesson teaches : a) Concerning the way of coming to
Christ ; b) The salvation of a soul: ¢) Characteristics of
faith....The holy service of the bearers: **Seeing their
faith.”.. .Why the paralytic received two blessings, and
why in thisorder. (Matthew’s parallel account intimates,
by Christ’s peculiar words of sympathy, that the man
was sorrowing because of sin.)....Additional practical
Jessons : 1) If we need blessing, temporal or spiritual,
we must believe in the * present power of the Lord ;"
2) We must have a sense of need; not only know that
God can give the blessing, but long for it; 8) By our
faith and earnestness we may bring other needy souls to
the feet of Jesus. (See also Thoughts for Young People.)
....ILLUSTRATIONS : How earnestly a sick person will
seek to regain health !. ..Transformation from sin to
justification and purity, illustrated by flithy rags in a
paper factory turned to snowy whiteness. ... Faith illus-
trated by the solaier who claimed and received a cap-
tain’s rank because the Emperor Napoleon had called
him *‘Captain!™ Working for salvation of others
illustrated by endeavors to save life at fires, or from
drowning. or from such catastrophes as that in Cone-
maugh Valley.

References. FREEMAN. Ver. 17: Pharisees, 693;
the seribes or ** doetors ™ of the law, 648,  Ver, 18: The
bed, 640, Ver. 19: The roof broken up, 736. ... FOSTER'S
CYCLOPEDIA, Ver. 17-26: Poetical, 3852. Ver, 21:
Prose, 2338, 2330, 2344, 2345, 2348, 8708, 8800, 8802, 8803,
8807, 8812, 6312, 0179, 9180, 0188, 0150, 0191, 0194, 0105,
9108, 9200, 9202, 9203,

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE,
A Picture of Salvation.
I. Nxepive Cunisr,
A man....with a palsy. v. 18,
**Head issick. ... heart faint.” Isa. 1. 5.
** When we were without strength.”” Rom. b. 6,
11. SgekiNe CuRist,
They sought means to bring him in, v. 18,
** Seek ye the Lord....may be found." Isa, 55, 6,
** Nigh unto all them that call.” Psa. 145, 18,
I11. Coming To CuRist.
Let him down. ... before Jesus. v. 19.
** Find me, when ye shall search.” Jer. 29, 13,
**7To him that knocketh. ..opened.” Luke 11. 10,
1V. BELIEVING IN CHRIsT,
When he saw their faith, v. 20,
** By grace are ye saved through faith.” Eph. 2. 8,
** Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ." Acts 16, 81,
V. OBexiNGg Curisr.
He rose up ... took up....departed. v. 25.
** Do whatsoever I command you." John 15, 14.
* Lord, what wilt thou have me do /" Acts 9, 6,
VI. Resoroive 1§ Curist,
Glorifying God. v. 25.
** Justified by faith....peace with God." Rom. b, 1.
** He went on his way rejoicing.” Acts 8, 39,

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PKOPLE.
Curing the Incurable,
1. No disease or sin s too malignant or deeply seated
for our Lord to cure. ** All power " is his.
2. There is no good reason why grievous physicsl
w&mmm be cured simply by the will of our
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3 But only when all natural means lmw lweu taken,
wlurﬁllbev will reach, have we any right to turn to
God for reliet of body or sonl. Medical se jence is as
really the gift of God as miraculous healing. Faith in
God for physical cure no more prec ludes the physician’s
help than regene ration sets aside self-control, or divine
revelation precludes intellectual culture.

4. Though present to heal, the power of the Lord isun-

exercised when men mee t together simply to eriticise,

5. It is good economy for several men to join w0
pring one sinner to Jesus,

6. Neither the pressure of the muititudes, nor the
eriticism of skeptics, nor walls, nor roofs, can keep
earnest men from their purpose.

7. How the world would stare in astonishment if
Christians nowadays would seek men's conversion as
these friends sought the paralytic's cure! But how
suceessful they would be!

8. **The prayer of a righteous man availeth mue .

9. A healed sinner is a most persuasive evangell

HOME READINGS,

. Christ forgiving sin. Luke 5 . l 20,
. Sin blotted out.  Isa. 44, 18
W. Forgiveness throngh Chri :\('H 13. 32-890.
. Princely pardon. Acts g
", Forgive, as ye are forgiven. th 4 28-32,
** For His name's sake.” 1.Jo . 1-12,
Plenteous redemption. Psa. i30.

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 217, New Canadian Hymnal,
What a Friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and griefs to bear !
No. 215, New Canadian Hymnal.
Lead me to Jesus, my soul is so weary,
Weary of bearing the yoke of sin.
No. 231, New Canadian Hymnal,
Oh. happy day that fixed my choice
On thee, my Saviour and my God |

TIME.—27 A. D.

PLACE.—Capernaum.

RULERS.—8ame as before,

CONNECTING LINKS.—The exact order of the
miracles performed in the first year of Christ's ministry
it is not easy to give; but we are to understand that the
miracle here narrated followed closely on the remarka-

ble scenes which we have studied during the last three
or four weeks.

DocTRINAL SuGaEsTION.—The forgiveness of sins,

CGPTIONAL HYMNS,

43. The Lord's my Shepherd.
68, Majestic sweetness sits.
60, Tell me more about Jesus.
%0. Thou dear Redeemer.
72, 1 sing of his merey.
99, Father, {stretch.

100. Everlasting love.

104, O come at once to Jesus.
117, There is a Friend.

123. None but Jesus.

138, 1 lay my sins,

158. A wonderful joy.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,
1. The Power of the Lord, v, 17-21.
In whose house was Jesus probably teaching
What two uuporlor classes of people were mlxod with
the lower-bred auditors?
What fact {8 shown by the presence of eminent teach-
from such & wide territory to a remote

From what disease am l.hb pluont bably suffer ¥
Describe bed and bearers. i
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By “hul means may they lm\- wm‘hml tlu- lnufr

Explain **let him down through the tiling,

V:hut condition of soul did Christ perceive in this in-
valid

Did his statement satisfy the suppliant ?

Who were dissatistied ¢

Why?

| 2. The Grace ol the Lord, v, 22.26,

How did Jesus perceive their lllnuglnls'f

What is the force of the contrast in the 23d verse ¥

Which is really the greater work—forgiveness of sin,
or healing of iline

How could the greater power be shown by the smaller ¥

How could the convaleseent take up his couch?

What was the effect of this marvel on the bystanders ?

Why were they afraid ¥

Praciical Teachings,

Palsied souls need friendly help in coming to the Sav-
jour, We should never be impatient with worldly peo-
ple because they lack interest in vital Christianity : their
souls are palsied ; but we may bear them in our arms of

! faith to the Son of God.

No walls built by man need keep the sinner from Jesus,
God sees through the outer symptoms of human suffer-

| ing to the evil disease that lurks at the heart. When

Christ forgave the sinsof this sufferer he killed the tap-

| root of all his suffering and sorrow, and his miraculous

cure of his disease afterward was slmlrl_v cutting away
the branches of a tree already dead. If sin could be re-

| moved from the world to-morrow, ninety-uine one hun«
| dredths of human sorrow would go with it

The manifested presence of God frightens guilty souls,
Hiuts for Hlome Study.

1. Read in Matthew's gospel (from 8. 5, to 9. 1) aserfes
of incidents not nurmlul here Observe inMark 4. 35,
what has been called **a decisive note of sequence,”
which proves that the order in which Mark and Luke
tell the story is the correct chronological order.

2. Find out all you can about the construction of East-
ern houses, and how and by what means a portion of the
roof might be removed, and a man let down from above.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,

| 1. The Power of the Lord, v, 17-21.

!
|

What learned men attended Jesus's teaching ?

From what places did they come ?

What great blessing came to the people ?

What sufferer was brought to Jesus ?

What hinderances were in the way nf !he sk‘k man ?

How did his friends get him before Jesus

What did Jesus suy to the sick man ?

When did he thus

What did the Pharlm snv about Jesus ?

What about forgiving sins ? (GOLDEN TEXT.)
2. The Grace of the Lord, v, 22-26,

Who knew the thoughts of the Pharisees ?

What did he ask about them ?

What did heask about forgiving sins ?

By what title did he refer to himself ?

What did he wish the Pharisees to know ?

‘What command did he give to the sick man ?

What did the man do?

How were the peogle affected by the miracle ¥

What did they say

Teachings of the Lesson.

‘Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That Jesus knows our thoughts
2. That Jesus will honor true faith ¥
8. That Jesus can forgive sins ?

Home Work for Young Bereans.
Find how many miracles were wrought by Jesus in

roaum.
m:d what Paul tells us in Rom. 5 about the way we
have forgiveness of gins,

lﬂ()lve another instance when Jesus knew the thoughts
men.

QUESTIONR FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS.
‘Who was brought 0 Jesus for healing 7 A man sick
of palsy,
Where was Jesus teaching at the time? In a house.
"Wbo were present to hear Jesus? Pharisees and
se men,

hwl;‘hu power was present to heal ? The power of the
Kov'rmlbomwlmmbmnn On a bed.
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‘Why could his m:mdlnothl(emmltonm to Jesus ?
Because of the crowd.

‘What did they do ? Lethim down through the roof, |

What did this show? Thelr earnestness,

What did Jesus say to the sick man? * Thy sins |

are forgiven,”
Who wereoffended at this? The Pharisees.

Who did they say was the only One who could for- |

glvesins? God,

How did Jesus show his power to both pardon and
heal ? By healing the man,

“hat did he tell the sick man to do? To rise and

.l;l‘ow could the sick man do this? By the power of

Whom did he glorify 7 God.
What is worse than sickness 7 Sin.
t does a sinner need (irst of all ? Forgiveness,
Words with Little People,

It was not easy for the sick man to reach Jesus, but
le did reach him.

It may seem hard to become followers of Jesus, but if
we are in earnest we shall find our way to him.

THE LESSON CATECHISM,
[For the entire school.]

1. Who were in the crowd about Jesus ? Pharisees
and doctors of the law

2. What unusual incident oceurred ? A palsied man
was let down through the roof,

3. What did ¢ hrisl do forhim ? Forgave hix sins.

4. What did the Pharisees say ¢ They complained
that this was blasphemy,

5. How did Jesus prove his power? By curing the
sick man,

6. How were the penple affected? They were
amazed, -nd gloritied God,

CATECHISM QUESTION.

16. To what offices was our Lord consecrated ?

To be a Prophet, a Priest, and a King.

Moses indeed said, A Prophet shall the Lord God raise |
up unto you from am:ng your brethren, like unto me;
to him shall ye hearken in ull things whatsoever he shall
spesk unto you.—Acts iii. 22

Thou art a Priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.
~—Hebrews v. 6.

FIRST QUARTERLY REVIEW,

idarch 30,
HOME READINGS,

M. I.ukel 5-17. Tu. Luke 2, 8-2), V. Luke 2, 40- |
2, Luke 4, 1-13. &, Luke 4, 16-24, . Luke 4.
s Luke 5, b

REVIEW SERVICE FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. Read the first five chapters of Luke, which we have
studied in this quarter, carefully and studions {

2. Tell the story of these chapters to youm-ll’. and as |
vou come to one Which was part of the lesson name it, |
suying, this was Lesson 1, ete.

3. Repeat from memory all the GOLDEN TEXTS, all the
Outlines and Doctrinal Suggestions. If you cannot,
fearn them atonee ; the teacher or superintendent should |
rigidly require so much.

4. With what scene does this series of lessons begin? |
With what scene does it close? How long was the inter- |
\ul of time between these two lessons ?

5, What two songs did we study durlng this quarter?

6. How many angelie visits are recorded ?

7. With what lesson does the account of the manhood
uf Jesus begin?

\\‘Im lessons tell us about John, his great fore-

ﬂ lluu many miracles are recorded, and in what les-
sons? In answering give the number and title, |
10. How many lessons are located on or near the Sea

of Galilee ?
11. In what lesson was Jesus rejected by his people ?
12, From what books did Jesus quote in defending him-
self u{f‘nnst Satan’s temptations ?
un vohnt province did Jesus gather nearly all

b Fig whnmrt of the country did Christ spend most |
of tie first year of his public ministry ?

| 8. A light to—

| Behold, 1 will

i Jenn increased in—

15. Had John evldenuy begun **to decrease " wgen he
was ﬂrut lmprlmned

16. the date of the last lesson of this quarter was
Jesus on the rising waie, or approaching the wane of
his _prulal‘ll y?

Did the crowds who gathered around him during
his early ininistry seem more eager to see wonders, or to
hear s]rlmuul truth ?

18, Make a list of all the persons and towns mentioned
in the lessons, and with each put the number of the les-
son to which it belongs,

19. Study anew the Practical Teachings of each les-
m‘u,duud make honest application of them in your own
wind.

REVIEW SCHEME FOR INTERMEDIATE
CHOLARS,

I. Repeat the TiTLES of the lessons for this Quarter with
the aid of the following hints :

. The Song of—

. Joy over the— he

. Jesus Brought - 11. The Drluxhl -

. Cnildhood and— 12, Christ Forgiving —

. Repeat the GOLDEN TEXTS in the same manner.

ehold, 1 will-- 7. Repent yei for—

\Iy soul doth—

. Thou shalt go -

. Glory to God —

. In that he himself—

9. He came unto —
10, He cast out the—
11, Fear not ; from—
6. Jesuy increased — 12. Who can forgive—

IIL. Reca! the main facts of the lesson in their relation
to one prominent person In each :
A Jewish priest in the temple.
A Jewish maiden from Nazarveth.
A dumb man suddenly recovering speech,
Anangel telling good news to the world.
. An old man ready to die for joy.
A boy teaching his teachers,
. A prophet in the wilderness.
A hungry man alone with the devil,
9. A wise teacher threatened with death.
10, A healer whose skill never failed.
11. A fisherman astonished at his success,
12, A palsied man suddenly healed.
IV. Find in each lesson some teaching for us:
L. In regard to God's commandments,
2. In regard to God's mercies,
3. Inregard to God's promises,
. In regard to God’s gift of a Saviour.
6. In regard to the extent of the Saviour's
mission.
. In regard luulmllum-(‘ to parents.
. In regard to every one’s duty.
. In regard to tlw sympathy of Jesus.
. In regard tot ower of prejudice.
. In regard mJ ISUS'S POWer oy
In regard to obedience to Jesus'
. In regard to the forgiveness of sin,

o o

REVIEW SCHEME FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

Can you repeat the Golden Texts ?
Repent v
In that Iw hlm-elf—-
He eame unto—
He cast out the
Fear not; from -
Who can forgive—

LESSON I tells of a messenger sent by God. Who was
sent to tell that he was coming? An angel. What
was his name to be? John. What was his work to
be? To prepare a way for Jesus,

LESSON II tells of the angel’s visit to Mary. What

My soul doth

Thou shalt go hefore
Glory to God in

A light to—-

| was promised Mary? A child. Who was he to be?

The Messiah.,  Whom did Mary visit? Her cousin
Elisabeth. What did she sing 7~ A song of praise.
LESSON ITT 18 a song of praise.  Who sang this song ?
Zachariax. Who was Zacharias ? 'l‘hB father of
John the Baptist, For what did he praise God? For
undlnu a Redeemer. Who 18 our Redeemer? Je-

ESSON IV tells of Joy over the birth of Jesus. Who
heard ot the S8aviour's birth? Some shepherds. Who
told them? Amn angel. Who sang together in the
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skies? A multitude of angels,
bom; In Bethichem of Judea,

LESSON V 18 the story of & good man's joy. Who had
been promised a nﬁm of Jesus? Simeon. Where did
hesee him ? An the temple, What did he say he was
ready to do? Todie. What did he say he had seen ?
The nlullon of the Lord.

N VI is a story of Jesus the child. With what
wll:ﬁ,zm filled ? \%’llh wisdom. To what feast in
Jerusalem did he go? ‘To the Passover Feast. How
old was he? 'N'welve {e-u old. With whom did he
talk in the temple? With the priests and wise men,
What surprised them ? His knowledge of the Seript-
ures,

Lmsm VII tells of a great preacher.  Who began

reach in the wilderoess of Judea? John the lhull-t.

lmdld he tell the people to do? ‘Fo put away sin,
“here did he baptize? In the Jordan. Who did
he say was coming? Jesus, the mighty One.

LessoN VIII isa swr‘y of temptation. By whom was
Jesus tempted ¢ he devil. What dld the devil
want Jesus to doi To deny God. What did Jesus

Where was Jesus

A.D.52.)

TEMPERANCE LESSON,

ytohim? * Get thee behind me, Satan.”
dnm the example of Jesus teach us? To resist evil,

LESSON IX tells of a greater Preacher than John.
Where did Jesus begin to gmnch ? In Galilee. To
what town did he come? Nazareth. Where did
he go on the Sabbath? ‘To the synagogue. Did the
people believe what he said? They did not.

LESSON X 18 a story of healing. In what syn
did Jesus teach? At Capernaum. What did
here? He castout an evil spirit. ' Whom did he heal
n Peter's house? His wife s mother. Whom did he
afterward heal? Many sick people.

LESSON XI tells about a gml draught of fishes. Who
has power over all things! Jesus. What did he tell
two of the disciples to do nne morning? Let down
thel nets,  What had they failed to do 1n the night?
‘l'o catch any fish. At Jesus's word, what followed 7
The nets were filled with fishes,

LESSON XII i8 a wonderful story of healing. Who
was brought to Jesus for healing? A man with the
palsy. How was he brought? Lying on a s
What did Jesus do first? He forgnv the man's si
What did he then tell him to do? T'o rise and walk,
What did the sick man show ¢ Faith and obedience.

—
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GOLDEN TEXT, Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfi!l the law of Christ. Gal. 6, 2.

Authorized Version,

Gal. 6. 1-10. [ Commit to memory verses 7, 8, 9.)

1 Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye
‘which are spiritual, restore such a one in the spirit of
meekness ; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.

2 Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfill the
law of Christ.

3 For if a man think himself to be something, when
he I8 nothing, he deceiveth himself.

4 But let every man prove his own work, and then
m he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in an-

r.

5 For every man shall bear his own burden.

6 Let him that is taught in the word communicate
unto him that teacheth In all good things.

7 Be not deceived ; God is not mocked : for whatso-
ever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.

8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap
corruption ; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the
Spirit reap life everlasting.

9 And let us not be weary in well-dolnz for in due
season we shall reap, if we faint not.

10 As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good

to all men, especially unto them who are of th
honuhold f faith.

Revised Version,

1 Brethren, even if a man be overtaken in any tres-
pass, ye which are spiritual, restore such a one in a
spirit of meekness ; looking to thyself, lest thou also

2 be tempted. Bear ye one another's burdens, and so

A fulfll the law of Christ.  For if & man thinketh him-
self to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth

4 himself. But let each man prove his own work, and
then shall he have his glorying in regard of himself

5 alone, and not of his neighbor. For each man shall
bear his own burden.

6 But let him that s taught in the word communicate

7 unto him that teacheth in all good things. Be not
decelved ; God 18 not mocked : for whatsoever a man

8 soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth
unto his own flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption ;
but be that soweth unto the Spirit shall of the Spirit

9 reap eternal life. And let us not be weary in well-
doing: for in due season we shall reap, If we faint

10 not. 8o then, as we have opportunity, let us work

that which is good toward all men, and especially
toward them that are of the household of the faith,

General Statement,

This lesson has no direct connection with those we have been studying during the quarter. Galatia was a district
of Asia Minor, inhabited by the Gauls, a people of the same great family to which the Irish and the northern French
‘of the present day belong. They had many of the same faultsand good qualities that characterize modern Celts,
When St. Paul first taught them the Gospel, they received him with joy and kindness:; but they became
alienated from him, and he writes to them this letter—which we call the Epistle to the Galatians—to show them
their faults. The letter should be read at one reading by every student of the Bible. It is both tender and stern.
‘This lesson speaks especlally of our conduct to those whom we meet in social and Church life; and though it was

of

not written with the curse and sin of liquor-drinking in mind, it has many incidental teachings concerning the true

and is y well

fora

lesson.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Verse 1. If a man be overtaken. If he be caught in
the act. But often he who is first to find fault was first
to transgress. In a fault. A fall. More than any other
in is intemperance a *'sin of precipitancy.” No one
ever meant to be a drunkard ; comparatively few intend
to become intoxicated. Drunken men have nearly all
been “‘overtaken.” Church life in Galatia had been
much disturbed for many reasons, Doubtless many
men who started well had fallen; and perhaps back.
sliders had been treated uncharitably and with severity.
Ye which are spiritual. You who have not fallen, but
still enjoy the grace of God. Each reader will know for
himself to which class he belongs. Restore. Setagain,

as we would **set ™ adislocated imb, skillfully, firmly,
very tenderly. Spirit of meekness. With leniency,
and a recognition of the solemn fact that but for the
grace of God you would be as great a sinner. (1) No
other spirit than that of meekness 18 likely to be sue-
cessful. Conwsidering thyself. Looking out for your-

self. Lest thou alwo be tempted. Arrogance invites
temptation. Read Matt. 7. 2-6; 2 Tim. 2. 25; Jas.
2.18.

2. Bear ye one another’s burdens. The details of
the Mosaic law were familiarly alluded to as burdens.
Jesus often referred to them thus. There was a trouble-
some Judaizing party in this young Galatian Church,
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which sought to impose these burdens on all the
converts ; to make them not only Christians, but strict
followers of the Mosaic Jaw. Paul exhorts them not to
impose, but to carry, burdens ; to lift, as faras possible,
all carking care and all wearing responsibility from the
lves of others. The law of Christ. ** If ve must have
law, fulflll the law of Christ, which is not made up of
minute vbservances, but whose sole burden is love ™
(Jamieson). (2) The sin, or weakness, for which yow
condemn your brother may be his burden.

3, 4. Think himself to be something, when he is
nothing. Many a man has made this wmistake, It is
dangerous to claim to excel others in plety. (3) The
chief hinderance to sympathy with the burdens of
others is self-coneeit.”

4. Prove his own work. Test it by the perfect ex-
ample of Christ. (4) No man can devoutly compare
himself and continue self-conceited. These Galatians
were comparing themselves with each other and getting
into trouble. (5 So long as Christians fiv their eyes
on Christ there ix no danger of church quarvels,
Many a,reform fails because individual reformers
think more highly of themselves than they ought to
think,

5. Every man shall bear his own burden. The
Greek word for ** burden” is not the same here as in
verse 2, and this verse is in perfect harmony with that.
Each man shall carry his own load of sin and infirmity,
Sympathize with others’ burdens of infirmity and put
your shoulders under them: but don't strut around
consclous of your own importance, thinking yourself
*tu be something.” The sure way to rid yourself of
sinful self-conceit is to recognize what a load of moral
infirmity you are yourself carrying. (6) Every man
must give an account of himself to God,

6. Communicate, Share with. All good things,
Christians should contribute to the comfort of their min-
isters freely and gladly, not in the spirit in which police-
men and congressmen are paid, as men who are em-
ployed to attend to delegated duties, but from a warm
brotherly {eeling, **sharing * rather than ** giving.”

7. Be not deceived.  Make no blunder. God is not
mocked.  We need not deceive ourselves, for God is
never deceived, never mocked, never imposed upon.
Many an excuse that may have seemed good to him that
made it and to him that heard it was empty and false in
God's ears. Psa, 50, 2. Soweth. Of money, kind
words, integrity ; or stinginess, lack of charity, serpen-
tine craft. 2Cor. 9.6, That. That only. Reap. In
his daily life here, and in eternity also. Matt. 13, 39,
One might as well seek to set aside God’s order with re-
@ard toa grain-fleld as o set it aside with regard to
men'’s character.

8. Unto. Looking toward. Corraption. Destrue-
tion ; the end of the flesh. A carnal man reaps carnal
pleasures and penalties. All life illustrates this text;
and every drunkard is reaping the awful harvest.
When a man indulges his lower nature in any way,
moral ruin results.  To the Spirit. He who sows to
the Lord’s cause, looking for God's interest first, will
reap net only the fruits of the Splrit here, but life ever-
lasting.  (7) ** According to your present life will be
your eternal life.”

9. Let us not be weary. The weight of the natnral
man 18 all against these holy impulses and efforts,
(8) ** The flesh is devoted to selfishness.” Shall reap.
There is no doubt about it. It is as true as the eternal
nature of God. Faint not. Al moral struggles seem
sometimes to be uncertain of their results; but that is
because God is for the moment left out of sight. God is
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on the side of temperance, as of every other great moral
reform,

10, As we have. .. opportunity. Now is the time
to sow seed, (9) Let us help all who need help, aceord-
ing to ow power. The reaping-time will surely come,
but the sowing-time may easily be neglected. House.
hold of faith,  Christians should always be especially
dear to us.

Every truth stated in this lesson bears with peculiar
force upon the vice of drunkenness or the good work of
temperance reform.

Blackboard.

It is time that the fathers and the mothers of the boys
of America awake to a peril that threatens the health,
mind, and body of the youth of our land. We ery out
against intemperance, and hold up in horror the evils of
rum, while our boys of tender years, hardly old enough
to go 1 school, fnhale the poison of vile-smelling cigar-
ettes that sap the foundations of their physical system,
and impair their mental vigor. The evil is growing
worse every day, and is a branch of intemperance al-
lied to intoxicating liquors that demands the condemna~
tion of every temperance manand woman in the land,

Berean Methods,
The Teachers’ Meeting,

A passage of very general application is this week to
be taught as a temperance lesson. First, make plain its
history and surroundings ; then analyze it, and find its
great moral and spiritual teachings ; finally, show how
these teachings bear upon our struggles against aleoholic
viee, and those sins and weaknesses that follow in its
train....I.  Author of this epistle; date; to whom
written ; some characteristics of the Galatians ; general
purpose. Do not spend much time on this last point,
but get a clear understanding why this letter was
written ...TL Spiritual teachings of the lesson : 1) Sym-
pathize especially with the morally weak (ver. 1);
2) Sympathize with all whose lives are over-burdened
(ver. 2); 3) The chief hinderance to sympathy is self-
concelt (ver.3); 4) Fach must answer for himself, not
for his neignbor (vers. 4, 5); 5) Support ministers and
spiritual teachers (ver. 6) ; 6) Our works are seeds sown
for eternity, and like grows like (vers. 7, 8): 1) If we
relax no moral effort our salyation is secure (ver, 9) ;
8) Do good, therefore, to all ; this includes all the previ-
ous t for godly beneflcence is at once practical
sympathy and personal duty; it fulflls churchly and
social duties, and is the seed of rich graces here and
glory hereafter (ver. 10); or, follow the Analytical and
Biblical Outline ; or, better still, make your own anal-
ysis, and draw forth the thoughts that most deeply im-
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press the class. ... 1L *Temperance ™ reflections :
1) What morai weakness can appeal to our sympathy
more directly than intemperance ? @) An omnpipresent
vice; b) Insidious: ¢) besets characters otherwise mor-
ally strong s 2) More homes darkened and hearts bur-
dened because of this than from all other causes |
wgether: %) No room for self-congratulation here-
socially, religiously, or politically ; after all the agitation
of a century the foundations of the reform have hardly
been laid 3 4) All arve in personal danger ; 5) We should
contribute of our worldly wealth to the support of labor-
ers in this good cause ; 6) Every fact connected with the
temperance struggle illustrates the seventh and eighth
verses ; 7) No temporary deteat should discourage us;
#) No one can fulllll the injunction of the tenth verse
and ignore any branch of Christian temperance work.

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLIOCAL OUTLINE.
Laws of the Chriatian Life.

I. Tung LAws oF SPIRITUALITY.
Ye which are spiritual. v. 1.
**The Spirit which is of God.” 1 Cor. 2, 12,
**The Spirit of God dwelleth in you.” 1 Cor. 3. 16,
II. Tue Law oF SympaTiy,
Spirit of meekness ; considering thyself. v. 1.
** Have fervent charity among yourselves."
4.8,
** Love one another.” John 15, 12,
111, Tue Law oF Mureaniry,
1. Bear ye one another's burdens. v. 2,
** Bear the infirmities of the weak.” Rowm. 15, 1.
2, Conumunicate unto him that teacheth. v. 6.
*Sown unto youspiritual. ...reap .. carnal.”1Cor.
9.11.
3. Do good unto all men, v. 19.
** Ever follow that which is good." 1 Thess. 5. 16,
IV. Tue Law or Hemiuiry,
Think himself ... .deceiveth himself, v, 5.
*Think soberly.” Rom. 12, 3.
** Be clothed with humility.” 1 Pet. 5. 5.
. Tue Law or RespoNsiniviry.,
L. Let every man prove his own work. v. 4.
** Examine yourselves ™ 2 Cor. 13, 5.
. Every man.. .hear his own bhurden.” v. b,
**To every man according to his deeds.” Rom, 2, 6, |
3. Soweth, that shall he also reap, v, 7. |
* Live after the flesh. ...shall die.” Rom 8, 13,

1 Pet,

©

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
Duties of Young Christians.

Perhaps hardly two of your friends would define your |
duty in regard to temperance in precisely the same
way; for many * policies " have been devised, and
many other questions are now intertwined with this.
But certain great moral principles, involving clearly
defined duties, are generally recognized, and their
practical application in detail may be left to each indi- |
vidual, l

1. It is the duty of every young Christian to be a
total abstainer. The Church should have no doubt
at this point.
influence, business prosperity, and Christian helpful-
ness—every good and wise motive—impel us to avoid
the slightest participation in this great evil. At no
other age and in no other nation has this duty ever been
80 plain and imperative as in America to-day.

2. It is the duty of every young Christian to be known
a8 a ' temperance man ' or ** temperance woman,"

3. Itis the duty of every young Christian to avoid
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clashing with other sincere workers who seek the same
general ends, but not in the same way.
astrous of military

o

The mosc dis-
blunders is that which arrays
friends against each other.

4. It is the duty of every young Christian to sympa-
thize tenderly with those who suffer directly or indi-
rectly from the evil results of intemperance. Christ
** had compassion " on wen regardless of how responsi-
ble they were for their own sufferings.

5. It is the duty of every young Christian, in this as
in every other effort, to trust in God.

6. Itis the duty of every young Christian to oppose
every phase of the liquor interest—personally, socially,
politically; by prayer, by effort, by financial contri-
bution, by vote if he have a vote,

7. 1t is the duty of the young Christian never to tire.
God lives; he is not mocked; he will certainly bring
about the harvest in due season ; therefore faint not.

HOME READINGS,

M. The forerunuer announced. Luke 1. 5-17,
I‘y. Joy over the child Jesus. Luke 2, 8-20,
W. Childhood and youth of Jesus. Luke 2. 40-52,

Th. The temptation. Luke 4, 1-13,

". Jesus at Nazareth, Luke4. 16-24,
The great Physician. Luke 4, 37-44,
Christ forgiving sin. Luke 5. 17-26,

S.
s,

LESSON HYMNS,
37, New Canadian Hymnal,

ends of temperance, onward go,
Fear not ye to face the foe,

, New Canadian Hymnal,
, the Church of Christ arises,

8
Swile or frown of man despises,

No. 135, New Canadian Hymnal,
Hlomes there are of want and sorrow,
Where the sunlight ne'er appears,

AUTHOR OF THE EPISTLE TO THE GA-.
LATIANS. - Paul,

PLACE OF 1ITS
Ephesus, possibly Corinth,

TIME.—A, D, 52

DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.—The flesh and the Spirit.

COMPOSITION. — Probably

OPTIONAL MY VNS,
Rock of ages.
Even me,
In thy cleft,

140,

147,
152,
156,
156,
160,
163,
173,
302,
303,

Nearer, my God.

All for thee,

It is well with my soul.
Guide me, O thou great,
Precious Name,

My Jesus, as thou wilt.

I need thee every hour,
We'll help the cause along.
God speed theright.

Our physical health, moral purity, social |

304, The sparkling rill,
QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. The Law of Christ, v, 1-6,

What are we to do to those who have done wrong ?

What is meekness ?

‘What reason is given for this conduet ?

Are those who rebuke others without meekness pe-
culiarly liable to temptation? Comp. Matt. 7. 2-5; 2.

I{!‘I.hz. "’..5 :h.ltv}i 2. l:l). i

Vhat is the literal meaning of the beautiful f)

** Bear ye one another's burdens il

Whose law did Paul exhort the Galatians to fulfill?
1 C«;n:emlng what law were many of them scrupus
ous

By whose word and example may our we
DRoTeaT P y ork be




94 SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER.

[March 30.

What sort of burden is referred to in verse 2?

What sort of burden is referred w in verse 5 ?

‘What duty is inculcated in verse ¢ ?

Is this a universal rule for God's Church? See Rom.
15. 27 1 Cor. 9. 11, 44,
‘3. The Law of Life, v, 7-10,

In what sense 18 God never mocked ?

I8 there any fleld of activity in this world in which the
law laid down in verse 7 does not hold good

How does the career of & drunkard illustrate the 7th
and 8th verses ?

In what sense are we sowing unto our own flesh
when we are indulging in our appetites ?

What is the result of sowing to the Spirit ?

How may this work be done ?

Are we more likely to get weary in well-doing or in
illdoing ?

Did you ever know any one desiring to reap before
the harvest season had arrived ?

‘Where in this lesson do we learn—

(@) That those who labor to save others from the
curse of intemperance need tender sympathy and
humility of heart ?

(b) That the suffering family of the drunkard, and
the bad man himself, have nevertheless a claim
upon us ?

(¢) That we must each one of us bear bis own bur-
den k"’ir responsibility for the curse of strong

(d) That we ourselves are either sowing to the flesh
or to the Spirit, and that there is no possible fail-
ure it we do not become weary in our good work ?

Practical Teachings.

There are three courses to pursue concerning our
‘heavy burdens of responsibility and sorrow. (1) Every
man should seek to bear his own. He has no right to
shuffle off on his neighbor any responsibility that be-
longs to himself. (2) Every man should seek to bear
his neighbor’s burden. The law of Christ i3 to live for
others, and if we do not try to lighten their loads we
have already forfeited our right to the uymgcchy of the
Most High.  (3) If at any hour our own burdens and
our neighbors’ burdens bow us to the ground, we have
that other cheering exhortation, *Cast thy burden
upon the Lord.”

‘The chief hind to sympathy with the burd
of others is self-conceit. The self-absorbed man cannot
be sympathetic.

It & youth sows wild oats, he will reap wild oats.
Let us not forget the strict literal truth of the statement
of the apostle. Every word, thought, and act is a seed,
and every seed brings forth truit of its kind.

Hints for Home Study,

1. Find out who were the Galatians,
2. ?mm what influences did Paul seek to warn

them
about the

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOARS,

What is the law of Christ? The law of love,

What does this law command us to do? To bear one
another’s burdens.

What must every Christian learn? Humility.

What must every man prove? His own work,

With what must he com) it? With God's word,

What does God's word alwaysshow 7 The right way.

If a man does wrong, what must he bear? The con.
sequences,

Who ought to teach the word of God? Those who
know it,

Who will not be mocked ¢ God.

What must every man reap? That which he has
sown,

What will he that sows to the flesh reap? Cor-
ruption.

What does this mean? Ruin of soul and body,

To what does the man sow who takes strong drink ?
To the flesh,

What will he reap? Ruin,

will he reap who sows to the Spirit? Life

everlasting.
In what should we never be weary ? In well doing.
What shall we certainly do? Reap, if we faint not.

Words with Little People.
“The flesh” is our own pleasure: the things we
want which God does not want.
** The Spirit " shows what pleases God. If we choose
these things we shall renp life everlasting.

THE LESSON CATECHISM,

1. How does Paul say we are to treat our errin
brothers? ** Restore such a one in the spirit o
meekness.” 2, How are we to treat each other? Bear
each other's burdens. 3. How are we to treat our
teachers? Be liberal to them. 4. What does Paul
say about God? ** God ix not mocked.” 5. What
sort of a barvest will all reap? Precisely what we
wow. 6. Why should we not be weary in well-doing ¥
Because we shall certainly reap.

i ——
The Street Ningers.

PassiNe through a London back strect, a helper
of mine observed three children standing by the
curb, singing something which struck his ear as the
most doleful ditty he had ever listened to, On
closer investigation he aiscovered that the words
were those of a hymn, full of joy and gladness, yet
which were drawled out in such a manner as to
change altogether their character und expression.
But he also obscrved that one of the children was

3. Ascertain
of the early Church.
QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,
1. The Law of Christ, v, 1-6,

What does the law require us to do for a fallen
brother ?

Why should we seek to restore him ?

What is the law in regard to sharing burdens ?

‘When does a man decefve himself ?

Whose work should every one prove?

reward will he have for so doing ?

Whose burden must every one carry

What is the duty of the learner toward the teacher of
God's word ?
2. The Law of Life, v, 7-10,

What warning have we about seed-time and harvest?
(GOLDEN TEXT.

What crop will be reaped from mwl:{lw the flesh ?

What is the harvest from liquor-drinking? Prov. 32,

How can one reap everlasting life?

Why should we not weary of doing right ?

To whom should we try to do ?

How often should we seek to do good ?

Whose example shall we be then following? Acts

10. 38,
Teachings of the Lesson,
‘Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. The duty of sympathy l‘ljl% help for the fallen ?
2. The duty of living pure lives ?
8. The duty of patient labor for the good of others ?

g with a heart and wpirit that the others
incked. He appeared eager and anxious to supply
what was lacking in the performance of his sister
madrigalists*

It wus soon found that the three children were the
sole bread-winners of the family, consisting of
themselves and a poor mother, who luy in a bare
room without fire or food of any sort whatever, sick
unto death, in & narrow lanc in Stratford, E. And
yet the cldest of the family was a girl of not more
than eleven, while the sccond was a boy of only
nine. The three children had picked up in Sunday-
school the words and tune of the hymn they sang,
and finding there was no one to help their mother,
who was #o ill, and no food for themsclves, the two
mites went forth, carrying the smaller child by turns,
and monotonously, day by day, sang their two or
three verses over and over again until they were
hoarse und weary, but none the less picking up in
the strect, from the pity of the poor among whom
they wandered, a few halfpenco which sufficed to
keep the wolf of famine from the door.—Dr, Bare

nardo.
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Responsive Review Service for the First Quarter.

BY MRS. LILY LATHBURY.

TOPIO FOR THE QUARTER.—The Prophecy Fulfilled.

SOLDEN TEXT FOR THE QUARTER.—*

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is

given : and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace,''—Isa. 9. 6.

Superintendent, In what part of the New Testament
are the lessons of the quarter ?
School. In the Gospel of Luke.

LESSON L
The Forerunner Announced.

Supt. To whom was the coming of John first an-
nounced ?

School, To Zacharias the priest.

Supt. By whom was his coming announced ?

School. By the angel of the Lord.

Supt. What was John announced todo ¥

School. * To make ready a people prepared for the
Lord.”

Supt. What was he announced to be ?

Sehool, The forerunner of the Messiah: * Behold, 1

will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way
before me; and the Lord whom ye seek shall suddenly
come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant.
whom ye delight in.”" (Golden Text.)

LESSONS IL AND 1L
The Songs of Mary and of Zacharias.

Supt. What was the song of Mary ?

Schonl. Joy and praise unto God that she should be the
ehosen mother of the Messiah.

Teachers, ** And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the
Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Naviour,™
(Golden Text.)

Supt. What was the song of Zacharias ?

School. A song of prophecy proclaiming the great
salvation of Christ and the mission of John.

Supt., What was the special word of this prophecy
econcerning John ?

School. * And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet
of the Highest : for thou shalt go before the face of the
Lord to prepare his ways,” (Golden Text.)

LESSON IV,
Joy Over the Child Jesus,

Supt. To whom were the good tidings of the birth of
hrist first given

School. 'To shepherds keeping wateh over their flocks
oy night.

Supt. Who was the bearer of the good news ?

School, The angel of the Lord,

Supt. What suddenly appeared with the angel ?

School. ** And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God, and say-
ing, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good
will toward men.” (Golden Text.)

Supt. What did the shepherds do when the angels had
gone away ¥

School. They left their flocks and went and found
Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.

Supt. How did they return ?

School. ** Glorifying and praising God for all the
things that they had heard and seen.”

All. ** My soul shall be joyful in the Lord ; it shall re-
joice in his salvation.”
HY N.
Betniehem.

LESSON V.
Jesus Brought Lnto the Temple,

Supt. To whom was Jesus revealed in the temple as
the Messiah ?

Sehool. To Simeon, a devout man of Israel.

Supt. For what was Simeon looking ?

School. For the fulfillment of the promise, made to
him by the Holy Spirit, that he should see the Lord's
| Christ,

Supt. What did he do when Jesus was brought into
| the temple by his parents ?

Nehool, He took him in his arms and blessed him,
saying, ** Mine eyes have seen thy sulvation, which thon
hast prepared before the face of al people ; a light to
! lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Isrnel.™
(Golden Text.)

LESSON VI
Childhood and Youth of Jesus,

Supt. Where were the childhood and youth of Jesus

spent ¥

School. In the town of Nazaretn,

Supt, Where did he go when he was twelve years

old?

Sechool, To Jerusalem, to the feast of the passover,

Supt. Where was he found after the feast ¥
| School. *In the temple, sitting in the midst of the
| doctors, both hearing them and asking them questions,*
| Bible Class. ** And all that heard him were astonished

at his understanding and answers.”

Nupt. What more do we know of the youth of Jesus ¥
| School, **And Jesus increased in wisdom and
!summ-. aud in fayor with God and wan.” (Golden

Text.)
LESSON VIL
The Ministry of John,

Supt. What was the ministry of John ?
School. To prepare the way for the Saviour of the
world, the promised Messiah.
Supt. How did he prepare the way ¢
School. He preached every-where the baptism of re-
| pentanee for the remission of sins, saying, ** Repent ye:
‘ for the kingdor of heaven is at hand.” (Golden Text.)
Nupt. And there came to hear him and to be baptized
| great multitudes from all the region round about Jordan.
Teachers, And he said to the multitudes, ** Bring
forth therefore fruits worthy of repentanee,’
Supt. ** Then came also publicans to be baptized.™
Boys. ** And he said unto them, Exact no more than
that which is appointed yon."
Supt. ** And the soldiers also asked him....What
must we do?" i
Girls. ** And he said unto them, Do violenee to ‘no
man, neither accuse any falsely: and be content with
your wages."

e e——
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Supt. ** And as all men reasoned in their bearts con-
cerning John, whether he were the Christ,”

Sehool. ** John answered....1 indeed baptize you
with water, but there cometh he that is mightier than I,
the latehet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose :
he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with
five,”

Supt. What testimony did Jesus bear to John's win-
istry ¥

Neliowd, ™ Verdly 1 sar unto you, Among themn that are
born of women there hath not arisen a greater than
John the Baptist.,”

LESSON VIIT.
The Temptation of Jesus.

Supt. Where did Jesus go after his baptism in the
Jordan ?

School. Into the wilderness of Judea.

Nupt. How long was he there ?

Sehool. Forty days.

Supt. Who then came to him, tempting hiw to sin ¥

Nehool, Satan, the prince of evil,

Supt, What was Satan’s first temptation ¥

School, He endeavored to persuade Jesus to use the
miraculous power, given him to show forth the glory of
God, in his own bebalf.

Supt. What was the second temptation ?

Nchool, The endeavor to persuade him to gain for
himself the kingdoms of the world by dishenoring God.

Supt. What was the third temptation 7

School, The attempt to persuade him to announee his
inistry by & useless and sensational miracle ?

Supt. What was Jesus's reply to all the words of
Satan ?

School. ** Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.”

Supt. Why did God suffer Jesus to be tried and
tempted of the devil ¥

School. ** For in that he himself hath suffered being
tempted, he is able to succor them that are tempted.
(Golden Text.)

All. *We have not a high-priest that cannot be
touched with the feeling of our infirmities ; but one
that hath been in all points tempted like as we are, yet
Wwithout sin.”

HYMN.

* Yield not to temptation,”

LESSON IX.
Jesus at Nazareth,

Supt. How did Jesus begin his ministry 7

School. By preaching and teaching in the synagogues
of Galilee,

Bible Class, ** And & fame went out concerning him
through all the region round about,"

Supt. What did he declare of himself in the syna-
gogue of Nazareth ?

School. That he was the Messiah, the anointed of
the Lord. s

Nupt. How did the people receive his teaching ¥

Nehool. They were filled with wrath, and rose up to
Kill him.

Teachers, ** He came unto his own, and his own re-
ceived him not.”  (Golden Text.)

AllL ** But as many as recefved him, to them gave he
the right to secome children of God."

LESSON X,
The Great Physician.
Sup_. Where did Jesus o from Nazareth ?
Nehool, To Capernaum,
Supt. What miracle did he work in the synagogue ?

Sechool. He healed the man possessed with an un-
clean spirit.

Bible Claxs, * And amazement came upon all, and
they spake together. ...saying, What is this word ? for
with authority and power he commandeth the unclean
spirits, and they come out.”

Supt., What good work did he afterward do in the
house of 8imon ?

Sehool, He healed Simon’s wife's mother of a fever.

Supt. How did he show his power as the Great Phy-
siclan ¥

School. * When the even was come, they brought unto
him many that were possessed with devils: and he east
out the spirits with his word, and healed all that were
sick." (Golden Text.)

LESSON XL
The Draught of Fishes,
Supl. How did Jesus teach the multitudes that pressed

| to hear him on the shore of Lake Gennesaret *

Nehool, ** He entered into one of the boats, which
was Simon’s, and asked him to put out a little from the
land. And he sat down and taught the multitude out of
the boat.”

Supt. What did he say to Simon when he was through
talking to the people ?

School. * Put out into the deep and Jet down your
nets for a draught.”

Supt. What was Simon’s reply ¥

Nehool. ** Master, we toiled all night and took nothing :
but at thy word I will let down the nets,”

Nupt. What happened ?

School. **The nets inclosed a great multitude of
fishes and began to break ; and they beckoned to their
partners ...to come and help them. And they came
and filled both boats, so that they began to sink."

Supt. How was Simon affected by this manifestation
of the divine power of Jesus?

School. ** He fell down at Jesus’ feet, saying, Depart
from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord !

Supt. What was Jesus's answer ?

School. ** Fear not, from henceforth thou shalt catch
men.” (Golden Text.)

LESSON XII.
Christ Forgiving Sin.

Supt. * And it came to pass that....he was tepching,
and there were Pharisees and doctors of the law sitting
by which were come out of every village of Galilee,
and Judea, and Jerusalem.”

School, ** And, behold, men bring on a bed a man
that was palsied, ....and not finding by what way they
might bring him in because of the multitude, they went
up to the house-top, and let him down. . .before Jesus."

All, * And seeing their faith he said, Man, thy sins
are forgiven thee.”

Teachers. ** And the scribes and the Pharisees began
to reason, saying, Who is this which speaketh blasphe-
mies ? Who can forgive sins, but God alone ?” (Golden
Text.)

Girls, * Jesus....answered. ... That ye may know that
the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (he
said unto him that was palsied,) Arise, and take up thy
couch, and go unto thy house.”

Boys. ** And immediately he rose up before them....
and departed to his house, glorifying God."

All. **To the Lord our God belong mercles and for-
givenesses, though we have rebelled against him."

HYMN
**11ay my sins on Jésus,"
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ADVERITSEMENTS,

Special Notices.

TuE statement has been made on high au

! thority that * Cocoa contains as much flesh

Cuurcn Beuis,—We have received a copy
of the Catalogue of the Cincinnati Bell Foundry
Co., of Cincinnati, Ohio, containing descrip-
tions and prices of Church, School and Fire
Alarm Bells, and over 2,200 Testimonials from |
purchasers in Canada and the United States. |
These Testimonials are from every State and |
Territory, and a large proportion of them from
Ministers, and speak in the highest terms of
the bells. The prices are comparatively low,
and within reach of even feeble communities,
Churches needing bells—and none should be
without—will do well to write tor the Cata-
logue, which is offered free to all who may
apply.

forming matter as beef.” (eneral use has
proved it a luxury for those in health, and
admirably adapted for the sick, and we ave
lad to observe its rapidly growing popularity.
y many it has been considered beyond the
reach of the poor, but certainly a drink which
costs less than one cent a cup, and is so nourish
ing to the body as well as grateful to the taste,
must be regarded as cheap. W. Beker & Co.’s
Breakfast Cocoa is absolutely pure and it is
soluble; no chemicals are employed in its
manufacture. The preparations of this house

| have steadfastly maintained the highest reputa-

tion at home and abroad since its foundation

| in 1780:

REVIVAL

HYMNS,

COMPILED BY

REV. J. McD. KERR.

‘This Music Book has just been compiled by Rev. J. McD. Kerr, specially for the uee of the
People’s Church, Toronto. It is a choice Collection. ’

Manilla Covers—25c. each ; $2.50 per dozen.
Cloth Limp—35c. each ; §3.60 per dozen,

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Wesley Buildings, Toronto.

* Frvousness

HORSFORD'S ACID PHOSFHATE.

Prepared according to the direotions of Prof. E. N. Horsrorp.

Many diseases, especially disorders of the nervous system, are attributed to a
diminution of the phosphates, which are found in every fibre of the body. Horsford’s
Acid Phosphate supplies the phosphates, and relieves nervous exhaustion,

Dr. Tuko. F. Breck, Springfield, Mass., says :
“ Very superior in diseases pertaining to the nervous system. £

Dr. B. B. Grover, Rushford, N. Y., says:

‘“ Have prescribed it for nervous irritability, with marked results.”

Dr. A. 8. May, Forest, O., says:

“ Very satisfactory in controlling nervousness in females,”

Descriptive pamphlet free on application to

Rumford Chemical Works, Providence, R.L
BEWARE OF SUBSTITUTES AND IMITATIONS.

CAUTION,.—Be sure the word “Horsford's” is printed on the label. All others are gpurious.

Never sold in bulk,

dvertised in this Magasine, you will oblige the
NI

In ordering goods, or in making concerning anything a
publigher, aswell ag the qdvertiser, by m Yo 8a%) ¢he adveriisement in THE SUNDAY SOHOOL BaxyEl




ADVERTISEMENTS,

LADIES 13000 ‘Stoutoea saices FREE

YouRGHOICE- (00,000 STOCKING_SUPPORTERS LY =
AMARVELOUS OFFER i

By A Reliable House!

lady has heard of MME. DEMOREST. Her

s & by-word in every house in the land, Her
celebrated Patterns have n in use over 40 yenrs,
‘We are the publish:rs of the weh known publication,

Mme. Demorest's [1lustrated Monthly Fashion Journal

we wish to increase its circulation 200,000 copics
tho next 90 days, and to that end we will gi
w subscribers

Demorest Celeb’d Corsets

*  Shoulder Braces

“ Stocking Supporters
EMOREST lLLUSTIh\TLD IO\THL
PAEH!ON JOURNAL is o 36 pa autifully
I} lustrated, eoverlnl oury poulbla nem nl l-‘.uhl.n.

Ora! I‘

uch epartm ntbeln under l.hn 1% ‘supervision
u(th-m known ef tributors, p» nsbulnp" un-
PM. with matters of interest to mothers, and i3
urﬂurmon filled with Illu.tntloll. stories,
or and matters of general interest.

Beautiful Ornamental Stitching.

FINE AMERICAN JEAN!

e

ry ling ﬂtmldln

.dnur. whn :ec\- ' 6" e

published in Iu eulumnl
l' l nay be

l
0| l‘lﬁ child nmymdltuwnlluy
bers lmon {ts subscribers the wives of tiouund.
n throughout the ¢o "d. It is tl
0!

w
It I les’ Hats,

otg‘ ls |yl nlwny- abrrm t thu times, and everything
‘within its pages i d original. lcnlm contains
the llmd: Fashion news tmm abroad by our Bpecial
London and Paris correspondents.

HOW TO OBTAIN
The Mme. Demorest Gomlmm

Bend us 50 Cents for onody
onrJUUKhAL-mI 25 m»nr.nad mmml to puy ro.
and pacuna 3 all, and mall
you one of mhndlo 00 SETS I‘nEl‘.

*
snoumnn BRAOES FREE
Two Articles: Stocklng Suppomrs

Bend us 50 cuu for one yur'l mbloﬂpﬂnn to our JOU! RNA and 25 Cents additional to pay
. 2 will mail a hiese two articl Ihe l’-lr of
ll IM 0ne Palr cf FRTOCKING 8U I'Pnu'ncnu

nEIEIIEII TIIEIIE IS NO HUMBUG ABOUT THESE OFFERS,

w. do exactly as we guarantes, Our house has beon enahlhhod for over 40 _years, and
oan_refer { u to nny Commc-relrl mna{. Bank. Express Office or Buginess Firm _in the
lnnd !Akon 1remittances either by Di ostal Note, \loney Order, or Registered Letter,
‘Whi note is not procurable, sen: mps. Addressall communications to

THE DEMOREST FASHION & SEWING MACHINE ©0.,
17 EAST 14th STREET, NEW YORK
This offer should be taken advantage ofat once as mwlll glve away no moro than 100,000
ofeacharticle, SHOW THIS TO YOUR FRIENDS. IT WILL NOT APPEAR AGAIN.

Mme. Demorest’s Health
Braces.
-~

°SI3P[MOYS a3 oIy

8aq30[9 oY) puadsns mw tm Asoag
-e

N oramnamda or in making inquiry concernin, agasi
g anything advertised in this M X
'y @8 well as the advertlser, by stating that you saw the advertigement & 'rul;ma sﬁf;&i"n'ff‘“"‘"m
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ADVERTISEMENTS.

Fm Homesteads for Yonmll Your Wife and Your Children.

LAND IS THE BASIS OF ALL WEALTH.

FLORIDA

e Land of Flowers, of

~ THE GRANDEST COLONIZATION ENTERPRISE EVER

m'oven of Perpetual Summer
Henlth Prosperous, Deugm-
at) ure';e anitarium

OFFERED TO THE AMERICAN PEOPL ..

THE GO-GPERATIVE LAND AND IMPROVEMEN1 CO.

(EFFREX:

TITLE PERFECT.

in one of the Best Locations in
that favored State, Florida!

LAND ATION XCELLED,

Offers You a Beautiful Cottage Site,
WARRANTY DEED FREE OF INCUMBRANCE,

Read Our I’mposmon[

e e s P ¢

rated with an authorized

capital of $200,000, own

land in and nr\-und Leroy,

Marion County, Florida.

all this land by large and

diversified ownership, the

away a portion of this

q_ropartv In 40 ACRE

Business Lot or Orange Grove Tract
This Company, incorpu-
and control 10,000 acres of |
To enhance the value of b
Company propose to glve
20 ACRE

SITES AND BUSINESS
LOTS.

All of these tracts are
suitable for Orange,
Lemon, Grape and Early
Vegetable Culture.

The above Tracts, Cottage
Sites and Business * Lots
congist of about one-fourth our lands. By giving away
one-fourth and reserving the balance we expeot the price
to (undru?le within a year, as many will undoubtedly
sel u e and improve,

This land will be allotted as applications are received,
IN A FAIR AND EQUITABLE MANNER, and with no
preferences, Each applicant receives a Warranty Deed
Option-Bond, numbered and recorded, which entitles
the holder to one of the Lots or Tracts above specified.

N HARGE AND

No charge whatever Is made tor the Land, but we
require all to send 26¢. Postal Note or Cash, or 30c.
in Stamps, when application is sent. This amount is &
pro-rata charge to heip pay for this advertisement, post.
uge, and also a handsomely illustrated book on
Florida, its climate, soil, orange culture, etc., and is in
no sense a charge for the deed bond or the land it calls
tor. You are not obligated to have the deed executed if
the location or land does not suit you, and the 25c. ex-
pense will be returned in such case.

LEROY, MARION COUNTY, ELORIDA,

Has been rightly named by th.e press as

FLORIDA'S PHENOMENAL CITY.

All our lands are located in and around LEROV-
MARION CO., FLORIDA, ten miles from Ocala, t!
county seat, & Ihrhlng city of 4,500 inhabiants, Itis lll
high, dry, rolling pine land, free from swamps or
malarla, and one of the healthlest locations In
Florida. THESILVER S8PRINGS, OCALA AND GULF
RAILROAD runs through It. 8plendid Hotel, Depot,
Stores, Saw Mill, 8ash and Blind Factory and
Cottages already bullt.

Over 10,000 peorlo now own property there and
hundreds of new settlers coming in every year.

HOTEL I‘lATANZA, LEROV, FLA

It iz estimat2d that 200
kouses will be built

during t*e winter, bea! u a
¢ | large Sanitarium, Ghurch and

/| School-bouse, and the larm.
ere’ Alllanco Stores, which
wil make LiBOY 3 groat
centro for shipping all kinda
of fruits and farm rrodrcts
House lots ar: now selling s
hi'h as $100 :nd five-acre
oraage grove tracts, $250.
Rural Free Press, Ocala,
Fla., says:

“The laad is high, rol-
ling pine, and considered
ozum to any pine londs in

States.  Any of the
B semi-tropical fruits, such
as vranges, lemons, limex,
bananas, pineapples and
— {uamu do as well on pine
ands as hummock.”
The Ocala Banner, says:

“ The lands are Ingh dr{
and rolling, and LK
is one of the jinest an
healthiest locations in the State, and all that the Clﬂllpﬂllu
claim for it is strictly within the bounds of facts.”

Mr. A, P. Mann, Jr,, General Manager of the
Sliver Brrlnp, Ocala and Guif Rallroad, in speaking
of this land, says:

‘It is all high, dry, rolling and fertile pine land, and
there is no more health hy location in Flonda. he sur
rounding country, as well as this tand, is especiully
adapted to ORANGE and VEUMTABLE culture, ux
well as to upland rue, long staple cotton, corn, and choice
varieties of tubacco.”

CLIMATE AND HEALTH

The climate of this section is unsurpassed by any in the
world, not even excelpllng Italy. Cool, balmy, delightrul
breezes are constant blowlng betv\een the Gulf ard ti e
| Atlantic, This i d is well ad;

\ for a Summer as well as a Winter resort.

\ MONEY LoA“En. This Company is prepared
———— et

to loan money for improve.
ments upon property recured from the Company, giving
| five years to pay for same. Plans of houses will be fur.
' nished free upon application to those wishing to build.

LocAL cluns ‘To those wishing to form clubs
2 in their town we will send five
warrauty deed option bonds for $1.00; ten for £2.00; fifteen

for #3.00; twenty-five for $5.00; forty for §8.00; fiity for
$10.00. No more than fifty will be sent to any one club.

WRITE TO-DAY, Pefore free property is all

* taken, send in a club, ard
have your friends interested with you. If free prorcﬂv
is all taken when your order is received, money wil
returned. Send money by Postal ane. Monev Order, or
Registered Letter,

Address CO-OPERATIVE LAND AND IMPROVEMENT CO., 45 Broadway, New York City, N.Y,

ENDORSEMENT.

dry. rolling pine land, wel
with the aver:

Survn ur H
Free A.

Surveyor, und o!hou. "

that t
ocated on the 8.
Ino lands of Florida,
L NG, OounCyOommlulo
MANN, General

F QUT T THIS O

r. 0.0

Ocala, Fla, Dec. 10, 1887.—We, the undersigned, hereby certify
|nnd in and around Leroy, Marlon County, Florida, Is hi h

. & G. R. R, of falr quality, and will compau favorably
bids fair to enhance in value, J. R. MOREHEA

D, County
HARRIS, Editor Ocala Banner; T: W. HARIS, Edllor
G. R. R.; JAMES k WHITE, Elogunlv




ADVERTISEMENTS.

CéNA\}-ENAI»ENT ! -PO-PULAR !
THE BOOK-MARK LESSON LIST, 1890.

Contains full list of the year's Lessons, as arranged by the Lesson Committee
of the International Sunday-school Convention, together with
Golden Text and Memory Verses.

& Every Teacher and Pupil should have it.  Furnished in three styles—
differing on last page.

No. 1.—With name of Chureh or School, and List of Services on last page.

50 or less v .. .. 8100 350 ..
0% .. .. .. .. 150| 400 ..
8. " o o e 1881 m0h ..
S - sl e aubiTekn
250 .. .. .. .. 245(1000 ..
30 .. .. .. .. 270 2000 ..

No. 2.—With last page blank ; and No, 8.—With Bible Acrostic on last page.
Less than 500 - 50 cents per 100 | 500 to 1000 75 45 cents per 100
1000 or over o ga o 40 cents per 100

“SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON HELPS

FOR 1890.
PELOUBETS SELECT NOTES.

8vo, Cloth., Price $1.25.

QUESTION BOOKS. In Tnree Grades. Price, Each, 20c. Net; or 17c. by
the Dozen,

VINCENTS SELECT NOTES ON THE INTERNATIONAL S, §.
LESSONS.

With Maps, Illustrations, etc. 8vo. Cloth, Net, $1.25.
QUESTION BOOKS. . In Three Grades. Fach 20c.; 17¢. Each by the Dozen.
MONDAY CLUB SERMONS ON THE 8. 8. LESSONS.

12mo. Cloth, $1.25.

DR. PENTECOST'S COMMENTARY ON THE § S LESSONS
FOR 1890.

12mo. Invaluable for Teachers. Paper Covers, 60c,; Cloth Bound, $1.00.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Wesley Buildings, Toromto,

O, W, COATES, MONTREAL, QUE, 8, F, HUESTIS, Hauirax, N.S,




ADVERTISEMENTS.

" Epwortb|E]

A complete line of Epworth League recommended readings in the different courses now in

stock, and will be shipped promptly as ordered. Epworth League badges and ribbons ordered
and will soon be in stock.

Young People’s Prayer-meeting Topics from January to July, ready ; 25 cents per hundred,
Epworth Leaflets, Nos. 1, 2, 3, ready ; 5 cents per dozen. Samples free.

For goods, write
WILLIAM BRIGGS,
Mernopist PusLisaiNG House, ToronTO,
For sample Epworth Leaflets, write
W. H. WITHROW,
WesLey BuiLpings, ToroxTo.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON HELPS.
FPFRER!

Schools not now taking our Lesson Helps—S. S. Banner, Pleasant Hours, Home and School,
Berean Leaves, etc.—and unable to pay for them wholly or in part, will receive grants of these
helps ¥REE for three months, or longer if necessary, as funds of the Sunday-school Aid and
Extension Society will afford.

Schools able to Pay only part of cost of these Lesson Helps will receive free grants propor-
tionate to their needs,

Whrite for forms of application to

REV. W. H. WITHROW,
SECRETARY 8. S. BoArD,

NEW AND COMPLETE

BIBLE COMMENTARY.

Critical, Explanatory and Practical.

BY

JAMIESON, FAUSSET AND BROWN.

In Four Large 12mo., Volumes of about 1,000 pages each. With Numerous Illustrations
and Maps.

In Extra Fine English Oloth, sprinkled edges, the
fullget - - - - - =« - $8,00.
In Half Morocco, the full set - - - 10.00.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Wesley Buildings, Toronto,

C. W. COATES, MoNTREAL, QUE. 8. F. HUESTIS, Havuirax, N.S,




ADVERTISEMENTS.
In the preparation of the Sunday-school Lessons other than provided by teregular 8. S. Helps,
will do well to examine the following list of .~ [{
COMMENTARIES ON Ltﬁ(E
The lessons for the coming year being all in that book. .
Studies in Luke’s Gospel. By Chas. S. Robinson, D.D. A series of exposi-
tions prepared specially for helps in the preparation of the International Lessons. 'Zmo, s
paper, 314 pages. 75 cents. - ,
Commentary for Schools on St. Luke. By E. H. Plumptre, D.D. - Edited P"-ES
by Dr. Ellicott. 12mo, cloth, 432 pages. §1.25. 1 ot
Whedon's Commentary on Luke and John. Intended for popular use. ?c'nfm,e" Ank
12mo, cloth, 420 pages. $1.50. ail postage pe
The Biblical Museum, Vol. IL, on Luke and John. A Collection of o o
Notes, Explanatory, Homiletic and Illustrative. By James Cowper Gray. 12mo,
cloth. $1.25.
Godet’s Commentary on the Gospel of Luke. This volume of Godet’s GRAT
Commentary has been issued earlier than at first intended, with a view to meeting the
needs of Sunday-school Teachers. It is perhaps the most voluminous and comprehensive
of any of the works offered. Quarto, cloth, 573 pages. $3.25. .
Barnes on Luke and John. 12mo, cloth. 90 cents. B
“ By a thorot
Pems——————L — - —- = - - - - govern the o)
Sooon e Epy
EVERYBODY SHOULD HAVE deloiely f
e
THE icles of die!
al w
ENTIRELY NEW EDITION mn;ym-ox’c:lgn'
oF azette. H:de
only in packets
GHAMBERS, S ENCYGLOPEDIA s
it 0U]
e A DICTIONARY OF UNIVERSAL KNOWLEDGE HAPF
WITH
MAPS AND WOOD ENGRAVINGS e
IN 10 VOLS., IMPERIAL 8VO. 10 lnat for 56
Price 3t
Price—Cloth, $3 Each ; Half-morocco, $4.50 Each. Obes rs::um
receipt of 25 ¢
VOLUMES |, Il, lll. AND IV. ARE NOW READY.! ASA
WILLIAM BRIGGS, Wesley Buildings, Toronto.
©. W. COATES, MoNTREAL, QUE. 8. F. HUESTIS, Hanrrax, N.S.

In ordes
pubdlisher, as




ADVERTISEMENTS,

\ cutting, Patented.

By

Blind, Bleeding, and Itching, effec-

tually (ured_lt')! the Medica.l Pile i

RUPTURE

Especlally people with llrgo
8crotal Hernla disappointed
frauds, try a man of 20 years"
experience. Without my p-(ont
Truss your LIFE I8 A BURDEN,
IT 18 INVALUABLE TO YOU,

4 8end Bc lhmp for Illus. Book,

/ 9'1' Surgical
inist. I34 ng t. West,

Toronto, Can. Club feet made

natural in five months without

10-1y

French, German, Spanish,
Italian and Latin,

can, by ten weeks’ study, mastereither of these Lane
'ﬁ“ .udlcwml y for eve?d-
l;‘ SENT!

and business conversation.
celebrated MEISTERSCH
books of each language.
ions, and correction of
1. 5 cents. Liberal terms
st published, price, 50 cents,

Meistersohaft Publhhlng Co., Boston, Mass.

can testify to the penmmnt relief

from these internal and external Remedies. $1.00 per
age. Ask your druggist for it, or will be sent by
hanil postage paid,

HUCH MILLER & CO.,

167 Kinae Strerr East, ToRONTO.

GRATEFUL-COMFORTING.

EPPS’S GOGOA.

BREAKFAST.

“ By a thorough knowledge of the natural laws which
govern the operations of digestion and nutrition, and by
a careful application of the fine properties of well- selected
Cocoa, Mr. Epps has provided our breakfast tables with a
delimwly flavoured beverage which may save us man
huV{ doctors’ bills, Itis by the judicious use of uuci)!n
articles of diet that a constitution may be gradually built
ri?) until strong enough to resist every tendency to disease.

undreds of subtle maladies are floating around us ready
to attack wherever there is a weak point. We may escape
many a fatal shaft by keeping ourselves well fortified with
pure blood and a prope: 'y nourished frame.” —Civil Service
Gazette. Made simply with boiling water or milk, Sold |
only in packets, by Brocen labelled thus:

WAMES EPPS ‘ co,, Homaopathic Chemists,

ENGLAND.

OUR NEW MUBIO BOOK

HAPPY I}REETINGS

IS NOW READY.

This book is { a Sunday-school book, and is
unp supplied with music for the year romd

for every occasion, and enough of if
w lut for several years,

Price 36 Cents Each; 830 Per Hundred.

One men in Paper Cover, mailed of
receipt of 25 oenu(.bplt‘l e &

ASA HULL, Publisher,
160 Nassau Street, New York
WILLIAM BRIGGS,
ToroNnTO, ONT.
[} 10y «

IF THE BABY IS CUTTING TEETH

MRS. WINSLOW’S

SOOTHING SYRUP

FOR CHILDREN TEETHING.

It soothes the child, softens the gums, allays all pain,
cures wind colic, and is the best remedy for diarrhma.

TWENTY-PIVB CBNTB A BOTTLE. 8y

TELEPHONE 1&'2

E. J. HUMPHREY

UNDERTAKER
399 QUEEN STRELT WEST

QUEEN'S
mlnﬁﬂ?'ﬂfl'msn“o'f;m

; BEWARE OF IMITATIONS,
Mu“‘- Mede lvy Tm: Al RERT Torrer Snap M,

SUCCESSORS IN BLYMYERBELLS TO
BLYMYER MANUFACTURING
3). CATALOGUE WITH 2200 TESTIMONIALE.
@DELLS. CHURCH.SCHOOL FIRE ALARM
sy
ACTS UPON

THE

THE

OF HEALTH.

The Stomach, the Liver, the
Bowels, and the Blood.

In ordering goods, or in making inquiry
publisher, asweul as the adnertiser.,

concerning anything advertised tn this Magasine, you
', by stating that « ow s the advertisement in THE SUNDAY ScUOOL nmu

will oblige the




A Bank allure

may fail, and yet, by wise management, to get the best remedy at the outset, in-
regain its eredit. 80, ulso, if wise counsels volves, in case of sickuness, not ouly a
are followed, the strenzth and vicor of waste of money, but uscless sufferi

a failing constitution muay be restored. John H. Ward, 9 Tilden st., Lowell, Mass.,
Many cases like the following could be |[says: * Ayer's Sarsaparilla cured me of
cited: Frank Laprise, Salem st., Lowt 1. | boils, sores, and itehes, which no other
Mass., says, that on account of impure | remedy could remove, T tried severs!
blood, his whole constitution wis shaken. | other  so-called ¢ wparillas,” but  re-
After taking Aver's Sarsaparilla freely for ceived no benefit from them”™ William
a month, his health was restored, and his | 1L Mulvin, 122 Northampton si., Joston,
original vigor regained, Muass,, writes that

Speculation  The Gause

as to what will cure Dyspepsia, vanishes | of all his sufferings, “cnough to Kill a
before the light of such evidence as that | dozen men,” was the failure of hi Lidneys
furnished by 0. T. Adams, Spencery O | and liver to properly perform their fune-
who says: *Tor years I suffered acutely | tions.  He was  permand ntly curcd by
from Dyspepsin, searcely taking a meal, | using Ayer's Sarsaparilla, Mrs. George
until within the last few months, W ith- | Ed ds, Boston Highlands, Mass., Wi
out enduring the most distressing pains of cured of liver and bilious troubles by
Indigestion. Ayer's Sarsapa gaved | the use of Aye s Sarsaparilla.  Warren
my life. My appetite and dizestion are | Leland, the famous hotel proprietor of
wood, and I fecl like a new man” ¢ Two New York city, writes: *“T have person-
bottles of ally used Ayer’s Sar-

yer's Sar saparilla

saparilla cured me of Dyspepsia,” writes | for Rheumatism, with entire success.
Evan Jones, Nelson, N. Y. Mrs, A, M. | There is no medicine in the world equal to
Beach, Glover, Vt., writes: * A humor | it for the cure of liver diseases, gout, the
of the blood debilitated me, and caused | effects of high living, and all the various
very troublesome serofulous bunches on | forms of blood diseases.” Benj. Coach-
my neck, Less thun one bottle of Ayer's | man, Bronson, Fla., writes: “1 suffered
5 wrilla has restored my appetite and | for months from debility, and paing in the
It has also greatly lessened the | lower part of my chest. Three bottles of
. 1 am confident they will be | Ayer's Sursaparilla have made a new min
entirely removed by continued use of the | of me. Tam entively cured.” Doctor T.
Sarsaparilla,”  Trving dwards, Ithaen, | Porter, Cerro Gordo, Tenn,, writes: L |
N. Y., was afflicted, from hovhood, with | have preseribed Ayer’s Sarsaparilla in my
serofulous sore throat. Four hottles of practice for a number of years, and find
Ayer's Sarsaparilla cured hin, and lie has | its action admirable.” It never

Never  Fails

since been troabled with the disease. | to vitalize the blood and expel impurities.

Prepared by Dr. J. C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass., U. 8. A,
For sale by all Druggists. Price $1; six bottles for $5.




