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With their Patent Illimitable Re- The time-tried standard instru-
peating Action, give utmost pleasure, ments have shown their merit in
the Touch being so light, and Re- thousands of Churches, Schools,

eating Qualities such as could only Lodges and Homes through Canada
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Thousands of deserving young men and women could 1ift themselves
above the fierce competition of the unspecinlized labor by learning to do
those special things that demand greater dignity and more substantial
rewards, A course in shorthand, typewriting, penmanship or book-keep-
ing, with o thorough drilling in actual business practice in one of thess
colleges, will give you that *1ift.”

The Federated2o
Business Colleges of Ontario

The British American Business Ool!ege St. Outharines Business College
Toronto, Ont. D. HOSKIN A St. Catharines, T. F. Wmun‘r, Prmclpal
Chartered Accountant, Princxpal A
The Hamilton Business College A  The Metropolitan Busizess Oollege
Hamilton, Ont. A Ottawa, Ont, S. T. WiLL1s, Principal.
C. R. McCuLLOUGH, Principal. z
Th Foreat City Business College The Gialt Business College
7 London, Ont. o Ales z Galt, Ont. G. E. wgwms, Principal.
J. W. WESTERVELT, Principal. g "he Besliz Busin Goll
The Sarnia (Nimmo’s) Business College e Ber usiness College-
eSamm 0( . BRooKS, Pdncip%.l. a Berlin, Ont, J. W, Wiecss, Principal.

+ —All particulars and copy of handsome Year Book
—w:ll%e sent anyone naming this paper.
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L' The HoMe Srupy QUARTERLY is for home

study and 13 s0 2rranged that the buys and
girls and the older people are brought to-
gether in the study of the lessun. The
‘* Explanation ™ is in such plain words that
no ordimary child of ten or twelve will find
it hard to understand, whilst the constant
ann is to make it so " meaty ’’ that older
scholars and grown people will have a full
meal. The ** Questions for Junmors, ™ again,
are simple and the answers will be found
without much digging under the surface,
whilst those *‘ For Seniors ™' go deeper, and
some of them are intentionally made ditficult,
for strong swimmers hke deep water. In
the questions ¢ For Written Auswers,”” in
hke manner, the first two are generally
casier, and the thiid harder.

e,
SAYING HER QUFESTION

The Shorter Catechisin scems never to
grow old. It was made more than two hun-
dred and fifty years ago, but the number of
children and yvung people committing it to
memory Is gremer to-day than at any other
time since it was published.

Dr. houglas Bannerman, of Scotland says
I remember a gentleman telling me of o
scene, at which he had been present, in
connection with one of Mr. D. L. Moody's
visits *o London.

The American evangelist was a guest in
the house of a gentleman there, who was of
Seottish birth and training. A young man
had come to speak to Mr. Muudy about
religious things. 1le was in difliculty about
a nuwmber of points, amnng the rest about
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prayerand naturallaws, “Whatis praver?”’
ke said, ** I can’t tell what y »u mean by jt.”
They were in the hall of a large London
house. Before Moody ecould answer, a
clnld’s voice was heard singing on the stair.
It was that of a little girl of ten or twelve,
the daughiter of their host.  She came run-
ning down the stair, and pauvsed as sie saw
strangers sitting in the hall.

“Come here, Jenny.” her father said,
‘“and tell this gentleman, ¢ whatis prayer? ”

Jenny did not know what had been going
on, but she quite understood that she was
now called upon to say her Catechism.  So
she drew herself up, and folded her hands
in front of her.  She was going to **say her
Questions ** 3 and she «aid in her elear child-
ish voice, * Prayer is an offering up of our
desires unto God, for things agreeable to Iis
will, in the name of Christ, with confession
of our sins, and thankful ackowledginent of
His mercies.”

*“Ah! that's the Catechism! ' Moody
said. *“Thank God for that Catechism.”

8
A TOUCHING KEEPSAKE

The Vietoria Cruss conferred upon the
son of General Lord Roberts for a con-
spicuously brave act, which cost him his life,
is une of the most tenderly guarded treasures
of his parents, and 2 sweet memorial of that
noble young life so prematurely ended

Our minister at Westburo, Ontarin, Rev.
.%:ss, reccntly—-nﬂ;—t—ﬂﬁ/t«mching
request Yor the General Assembly’s diploma
for the recitation of the Scripture memory
passages. He is applying to the Rev. John



4 Two-Sided Loyalty

McEwen, who has charge of the distribution
of the diplomas, for diplomas for Sarah and
Mary Caroline Neill, young girls of his con-
gregation, and adds:

¢TI have a further application to make
which is somewhat irregular, but I hope
under the circumastances you may be able to
grant it. The circumstances are these. I
arranged over 2 month ago to hear the
recitations which I just heard yesterday,
but through an unforeseen occurrence I was
unable to fulfil my engagement. At that
date there wasa third sister—Isabella Neill—
prepared to recite the Scripture memory
passages, but on Nov. 24th she was suddenly
taken very ill and on Nov. £9th passed away.

““This young girl of nineteen years died a
beautiful Christian death, with no fear and
with complete trust in her Saviour. When
her sufferings were most intense, she com-
forted herselfl by repeating some of the
verses she had learned in this exercise.

“The sisters and family would be very
much pleased if your committee would grant
a diploma for Isabella Neill, which would be
a very interesting memorial of their departed
loved one. The sisters, whose recitations
were practically perfect, testify that their
sister knew the passages equally well with
them, and that she had recited all the verses
to them in as good form as they have recited
them to me ; and the father, the only parent
living, speaks of Bella as having bad the
best memory of them zall.

“I hope my request may be entertained.”

It is ncedless to add that Mr. McEwen
and the Diplomwa Committee rejoiced to be
able to comnply with so reasorable a request
and thus to help in honoring the memory of
one who was evidently diligent in seeking
to learn God's will.

%
TWO-SIDED LOYALTY

Is there not a risk, in our constant empha-
sis on the truth that the young people should
be loyal to the church, of our losing sight of
another truth quiteas important, in my judg-
ment, even more important : namely, the
church’s loyalty to the young people?

A great deal has been said on the one side,
and the young people have not been allowed

to lose sight of the duty of loyalty which they
owe to their church and their pastor. But
loyalty is not a quality to be stated in terms
of duty. It is the spontaneous expression
of the true and natural devotion of the heart,
and no amount of injunction or entreaty will
ever produce loyalty in hearts in which it
does not spring up as ananswer to sympathy
and friendliness.

No father would think of teaching his little
child to love him and be loyal to him by
neglecting his child and lecturing it for any
lack of a display of affection and fidelity.
The father wins the child’s love by loving it.
He guarantees the child’s care for him by
caring for the child. It is the father’s loy-
alty to the child that issues in the cnild’s
utter loyalty to the father.

The churches and pastors who have trou-
ble with the loyalty of their young people
are usually those who have never set about
winning the confidence and fidelity of their
young people.

It is the genius of young hearts to seek
and follow a leader and to worship their
heroes. The church that goes to its young
people, that cares for them, that gives them
worthy service to do and recognizes their
work, will never want love and loyalty from
its children. There may be exceptions, of
course, in local congregations, just as there
are in families. A father’s loyalty does not
inevitably produce a son's loyalty in return,
But the only true way of winning the son’s
loyalty isthrough the father’s love and care.

I venture to speak an earnest word in be-
half of the rights of the young people to the
church’sloyalty. The church’s duty to care
for them precedes their duty co care for the
church. That church has a right to appeal
for the loyalty of its young people which has
first done its duty toward them ; but, it may
be added, that is just the church that will
never need to make such an appeal.—C.E.
World.

e

WW'D" St. Stephen’s,
. B prepared the matter for the Explana-
tion fo. the present Quarter’s lessons, and
Miss Sara E. Mooreraft, Bowmanville, Ont.,

th& (Gestions JTor Juniors, Seniors and the
Home Department,




Order of Service—Second Quarter 35

ORDER Of SERVICI:: Second Quarter
OPENING EXERCISES
1. S1LENCE.
II. SinaiNag (unannounced)

All prople that on earth du dwell,

Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice,

Him serve with mirth, His praise forth tell,
Come ye before Him and rejoice.

I1I. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES.

SuperiNTENDENT.  Behold My Servant,
whom I uphold ; Mine e’zct, in whom My
soul delighteth.

Scnoor, I have {.up My Spirit upon Him :
He shall bring forth judgment to the Gen-
tiles.

. SceerrvtenpeNt.  The people that walked
it. darkness have seen o great light ;

Scroon.  They that dwell in the Jand of
the shudow of death, upon them hath the
light shined.

IV. Praver; closing with the Lord’s
Prayer repeated by the whole school.

V. SixGIxG.

VI. REapiNG ur LixsoNy Passacy, in con-
cert or aliernate verses.

V1I. Singing.

‘THE LESSON

I Stepyay Crasses. Let this be entively
undisturbed by Secretary’s or Librarian’s
distributions, ur otherwise.  The Teacler
should get through promptly with roll-call,
the collection (which may be taken in a
class envelope, or class and report envelope),
the memory verses, and the catechisus,

II. SINGING.

I}I. REVIEW FROM SUPERINTENLEN US Dk
which may include Recitation in concer! of
('atechism, Lesson Title, Golden Text, Mem-
ory Verses and Heads of Lesson Plan.,

CLOSING
T. ANNOUNCEMENTS ; SECRETARY'S AND
Lisrariax’s DisTrIBUTIONS.
II. SiNGING.
III. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES.
SuPERINTENDENT. Let us repeat together
the words of Simeon when he took the
Christ-child in his aris—
Arn. Lord, now lettest thou thy servant
depart in peace according to thy word :
For mine eyes bave seen thy salvation,
Which thou hast prepared-before the face
of all people ;
A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the
glory of thy people Isracl.
IV. Cresrxg"Hy¥fror-Doxorogy.
V. BENEDICTION OR CLOSING PRAYER.

Our Publications

Lessu - Helps

Tur, TEACEERS MONTHLY—At least 40 pages n
month, 50c. & year; 6 or more to one address, 40¢. ench,

Tre HOME STUDY QUARTERLY—Fully illustrated,
20c. a year; 5 or more to one address, 10c. each.
Largely wsed also in the Home Depariment.

TiE PRIMARY QUARTERLY—With a plcture for cach
lesson, 20c, yearly : § or more to one address, 10¢. each.

TrE HoME STUDY LEAFLET—-Fliy illustrated, 5c. &
year; sentonly in fives or multiples of five.

TiE PRIMARY LEAFLET—A picture for each lesson,
5~ g year; sent only in fives or multiples of five.

Illustrated Papers

JeweLs—VFor the Little Ones: every week, hand-
somely illustrated ; single copies, 30c. & yeary 5 or
more to one address, 20¢. each ; months not broken.

Tig KING's OwN, continuing The Children's Record,
—For school and home, every week, and handsomely
illustrated ; single coples, 40c. & year : 5 or more to

one address, 25c. cach ; months not broken.
Samples of Lesson Idps and Papers free on application,

Other Surplies
SHORTER CATECHISY, per doz., 20¢.; 100, $1.25.

SmORTER CATECHISY, with proofs, per doz., 35¢.: 100,
&1.75. Both our own revised editions.

LrssoN ScHEME—Schedule of Lessons for the year,
with Topics for Proof, Catechism, cte., 50c. per 100,

MEMORY TAssAGES—Connected and complete Scrip-
ture pagseges in line of lessons, (for General Assem-
bly's Dipluma and Primary Certificate) ; 50c per 100.

CARSON'S PRIMARY CATECHISM, r doz., 85c.:
per 100. §2.50. COLORED LESsoN PICTURE RoLLs,
75e.  per  quarter, 82,50 for year. PRUVIDENCE
CULORED RoLL, 7Ec. Rcr quarter, §3.00 per year, recom-
mended. COLORED LESSON PICTURE CARDS, 234c. per
quarter, 10¢. for ycar. PROVIDENCE COLORED CARDS,
also highly recommended, 2)5c. per quarter, i0c. per
vear, Cards, sent only in lots of 5, 10, 15, ete,; no
fives broken. 8. S. CLASS REGISTER (our ownj 5c.
cach. S.S.SECRETARY'S RECORD (our own) 20 classes,
30c., 49 classes, 40c. 8. S. SUPERINTENDENT'S RECORD,
new, tryit, 10c. REWARD CARDS AND TICKETS ; CLASS
ENVELOPES; LILRARY CARDS. WILDE'S BIBLE PIC-
TURES (6 by 8 inches) 1c. cach. OXrorD TEACHER'S
BIRLE, with Oxford Helps, complcle, 81.25. “Gem”
edition, with PRESBYTERIAN BOOK OF PRAISE, $1.50,
BIBLE AND PRESBYTERIAN _BOOK OF PRAISE, Oxford
Press, 40c. PRESBYTERIAN BOOK OF PRAISE, 50c., i0c.
a‘nd % each., THE OxrFoRD HELPS, complete, pocket
size, 40c.

For THE HoME DEPARTMENT—Membership Cards,
per 100, 50c., Quarterly Report Envelopes, 40c. per
100 ; Canvasscr's Report, per 100, 81.00; Descriptive
Leafiet, ner 100, 50c.: Class Record, 2c, each. Sample
of Deseriptive Lcafict jrec.

TEMPERANCE PLEDGE CARDS, 50c. per 100; PLEDGE
Bouxks c.

Y.P.S.C.E. Toric Carps, containing ¢ Uniform”
topics, complete, AND SPECTAL TOPICS OF PRESBYTER-
IAN “PLAN OF STUDY,” $1.00 per 100; Bookiets,
with same matter_ AND DAILY READINGS, 81.50 per
100 ; CONSECUTIVE BIBLE STUDIES, 50c. per 100.

Itfon: - 1. Orders forless than o year, at proportionate
rates.
2. Payment should accompany ordersin every ease.
3. Supjp lies cease when time for w hich ordered, ends.

ADDRESS REV. R. DOUGLAS FRASER,
CONFEDERATION LiFE BUILDING, TORONTCG
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38 Bible Dictionary

BIBLE DICTIONARY FOR SECOND
QUARTER, 1902.

Ag’-a-bus. Perhaps the name is derived
from the Greek word, to lore. Supposed to
have been one of the seventy disciples of
Tuke10: 1.

Axn’-ti-och. The capital of Syria, on the
river Orontes. It was built B.C. 300 by
Seleucas Nicator, and named after his father
Antiochus. It became the centre of Gentile
Christianity. Here the followers of Jesus
were first called ‘* Christians,” Acts 11 : 26,
To be distinguished from Antioch, a large
Greek city in Pisidia, which was made a
Roman colony by Augustus.

A’-si-a, Bith-yn’-ia, Gal-a’-tia, Phryg’-
ja, Pis-id’-ia; Roman provinces in Asia
Minor.

Bar’-La-bas. A native of Cyprus, and
an early convert to Christanity (Acts 4 : 36,
37). When Paul made his first appearance
in Jerusalem, Barnabos brought him to the
apostles and vouched for his sincerity, Acts
9:27. He did mwissionary work with Paul
and afterwards with John Mark. Thename
means, ¢ The Son of Consolation.”

Cems-ar-e’-a. A city on the Mediter-
ranean, 70 miles from Jerusalem. It wasat
one time the residence of the Roman Gover-
nor. Here dwelt Cornelius the devout cen-
turion, Acts 10 : 1. From Cwesarea Paul em-
barked for Tarsus to escape from the Jews
(Acts 9 : 30); thither he was brought, to be
heard by Felix (Acts 23: 23); and from it
he set out for Rome, Acts 27 : 1.

Cy’-prus. An island in the Mediter-
ranean, sixty miles from the coast of Pales-
tine, now owned by Britain.

Cy-re’-ne. A Greek city in Libya,
Africa, west of Egvpt. Cyrene was repre-
sented in Jerusalem at the Pentecost, Acts
2:10. Simon, one of its people, helped
Jesus bear his cross, Matt. 27 :32. Cyrenian
Jewshad asynagogue at Jerusalem, Acts6:9.

Claud’-ius Cees’-ar. The Roman Em-

eror who succeeded Caligula, 41-54 A.D.

he Jews were generally treated by him
with indulgence, especiallv those in Asia
and Egypt; but about the middle of his
reign (probably 49 A.D.), those who lived in
Rome were all banished, Acts 18 : 2.

Da-mas’-cus. The oldest city in the
world, 140 1ailes north-west of Jerusalem.
It is now under Turkish rule.

Dorcas. The Gre:k equivalent of the
Syriac Tabitha. The nameneans ““ gazelle.”
It is probable that the woman was a Greek-
speaking Jewess.

Her’-od. King Herod Agrippa 1., grand-
son of Herod the Great, who murdered the
“Innocents,” Matt. 2 :16. He was the son
of Aristobulus, and, therefore, brother of
Herodias who caused John the Baptist to be
beheaded. His uncle, Herod Antipas, who

wag then an exile in Gaul, is referred to in
Acts 13: 1.

I-con/-i-um. An important citv in Asia
Minor, southeast of Antioch, now ecalled
Konieh.

Jop’-pa. The sea-port of Jerusalem on
the Mediterranean coast. Here Peter raised
Dorcas from the dead.

John The Baptist; the son of Zacharias
and Elizabeth ; the herald of Christ; be-
headed by Herod Antipas.

Je-ru’-sa-lem. The capital of Judwa,
and the geat of Jewish worship. It was de-
stroyed by the Romaus about 40 years after
the death of Christ.

John. The brother of James. Banished
to Patmos; wrote the fourth Gospel, threc
Ipistles and the Book of Revelation.

John Mark. The writer of the second
Gospel ; did missionary work with Paul and
Barnabas ; a relative of the latter.

Ju/-pi-ter. A Roman deity—the “ king
of gods.”

Ju’-des Bar’-sa-bas. One of the dele-
gates sent frout Jerusalem to the church av
Antioch.

Lyd/-da. A city of Judeea, 20 miles from
Jerusalem and 11 miles from Joppa.

Mer-cu/ri-us. A Romwan deity whose
Greek name was Hermes ; the ““god of
eloquence.”

My’-si-a. A district in Asia Minor, in-
cluded in the province of Asia.

Mac-e-do’-nia.  The first country of
Europe to receive the Gospel. It is north
of Greece.

Phe-ni’-ce. Pheenicia, a country on the
sea-coast between Galilee and Syria,

Phil-ip’-i. An important city in Mace-
donia, built by Philip of Macedon, father of
A)l?xander the Great, and named after him-
self.

Saul. Born at Tarsus in Cilicia, Asia
Minor, about A.D. 2; educated at Jeru-
salem ; @ zealous persecutor of the church ;
but, converted, he became her great cham-

pion.

Ste’-phen. One of the seven deacons,
and the first Christian martyr. .

Sal’-a-mis. The capital city of Cyprus,
on the east shore.

S8ha’-ron. A beautiful plain in Judza,
in which Lydda was situateg.

Syr’-i-a. The country lying north of
Palestine, reaching to the Euphrates on the
nurfih-east, and to Asia Minor on the north-
west.

Tar’-sus. The capital of Cilicia in Asia
Minor. It wag the seat of a university and
the birth-place of Puul.

Thy-a-ti’-ra. A town of Lydia in Asia
Minor. It hada large trade in purple cloth
and dyes.

Tro’-as. A ses-port town of Mysia, Asia
Minor, four miles from ancient Troy.
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Paul’s Missionary Journeys
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38 Saul of Tarsus Converted

Lesson 1.

SAUL OF TARSUS CONVERTED

April 6, 1902

Acts9:1-12. Study Acts9:1-20. Commit to memory vs, 3-5. Readch. 9 - 21-31; ch. 22:1-30.

1 1 And Saul, yet breathing 2out threatenings and
siaughter n¥must the disciples of the Lord, wentunto
the high priest,

2 And 3desired of him letters to Damas’cus to the
synagogues, that i€ he found any 4of this way,
whether they were men or women, he might bring
them bound unto Jeru'salem,

3 And as he journeyed, s he eame near Damas’cus :
and suddenly there éshined round about him a light
{from heaven:

4 And he fell to the earth,and heard a volce saying
unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me ?

5 And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And 7ithe
Lord said, I am Je'sus whom thou persecutest: 84t 4
hard for thee to kick against the pricks,

6 And he, trembling and astonished sald, Lorg, what
wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto
him, 9 Arise, and 19 go into the city, and it shall be
told thee what thou must do.

7 And the men which iourneyed with him stood
speechless, hearing 11a volce, but 12seeing no man.

8 And Saul arose from the carth ; and when hiseyes
were opened, he saw 13no man: but they led him by
the hand, and brought hum into Damasg'cus.

9 And he was three days withoutsight, and neither
did eat nor drink.

10 14 And there was a certain disciple at Damas’cus,
named Anani’ag; and to him said the Lord in &
}"igign, Anani’as. And he said, Behold, I am here,

rd.

11 And the Lord said unto him, Arise,and go 15into
the street which is called Straight, and enquireinthe
house of Ju'das for one 16 called Saul, of Tarsus: for,
behold, he prayeth,

12 And hath seen 17in a vision a man named
Anani’as coming in, and 18putting kishand on him,
that he might receive his sight.

Revised Version-1But; 3Threatening : 3 Asked; 4 That were of the Way; 5Tt came to pass that he
drew nigh unto ; 6Shone; 7 e said ; 8 Omit as far as the words unto him; 9 But rise ; 10 Enter : 11 The ; 12 Behold-
ing; 13Notning; and y\ow ;18 To; 16 Named Saul, a man of Tarsus; 17 Omit in a vision, 18 Laying his hands,

9 C/}/h 0\/(0-%» , 43 % EXPLANATION

Introduction—In Lessons X. and XI. of last Quar-
ter we followed the persecuted disciples, and especially
Philip, in their wanderings and preachings. We are
now to follow Saul the persecutor, who is to be the
central figure of the remainder of the Acts.

1, 2. S8aul ; hisHebrew name. Heis better known
by his Latin name Paul, meaning “little.” e was
a Jew of the strictest sort, born at Tursus in Asia
Minor, educated there and at Jerusalem. Yet
breathing out. Saul was a fierce persecutor; sce
¢hs, 7:58;6:1, 3;26:911. Desired of him letters.
By decree of the Roman emperors Julius Caesar and
Augustus, the high priest and Sanhedrim had juris-
diction over Jews residing abroad To Damascus ;
See ** Time and Place.” The ‘Way, as the doetrine
of Christ was then called, had spread to the Syrian
capital likely through th2 persecuted believers (ch.
8:4). Men or women. The persecution wassav-
age indeed, when it would harm even women, Acts
8.3; N 4.

3,4. As he journeyed ; likely on horsz_}back, and

.
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Turkish Letter, or Firman
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at the head of quite a body of attendants, v, 7.
Suddenly . . a light from heaven. It wasaut
noon (22: 6) and the light was ‘‘above the brightness
of the sun” (26:13). Saul, Saul. The repetition
gives solemn emphasis to the call. Why perse-
cutest thou me P Jesus makes Himself one with
His people, Isa. 63: 9; Zech,2: 8,

5, 6. Who art tnou, Lord P Saul recognizes a
Master, although not yet knowing who He may be,
I am Jesus. Can we imagine Saul's surprisc and
dismay? The words after persecutest and as far
as unto him in v. 6, are omitted in the Revised
Version, but arc made up in chs. 22:10; 26: 14,
The pricks mean the long iron-pointed goad which
the ploughinan used to prod the unwillingox Arise,
and go into the city. Obedience is the first lesson.
The further steps will come afterwards.

7-9. Stood speechless ; stood still and then fell
to the ground, ch. 26: 14. Seeing no man. They
saw the light (22: 9) ; Saul saw his Lord (1 Cor. 15:8).
Compare Dan. 10: 7. And Saul arose; obedient
tu his new-found Lord and Master. He saw noth-
ing: blinded by the glory. Three days without
sight; (Compare Gen. 32: 24-30). Possibly the
*visions and revelations™ of 2 Cor. 12: 14, were
given during these three days.

10-12. Ananias; “adevoutman . . having a
good report” (ch. 22: 1), and evidently & leader
amongst the Christians at Damascus, so well informed
is he, ch. 9:13, 14. The street . . Straight; a
main thoroughfare straight from the eastern to the
western gate, a mile long, 100 feet wide, and divided
by Corinthian columns into three avenues, There is
still a street of the same name. He prayeth, and
hath seen in a vision. ZEven while Saul was pray-
ing, the Lord was answering his prayer by sending
Ananias to his help.

Vs. 13-20 complete the story of Saul’s confession of
Jesus as the Christ of God before Ananias and after
wards in the synagogues of Damascus, to the amaze-
ment of all whe heard him speak,
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. Saul of Tarsus Converted

" GOLDEN TEXT
Acts3: 19. Repentye,therofore, and beconverted,
that your sins may bo blotted out.
DAILY READINGS

M. —Acts9: 10'0 saul of Tarsus converted.

%. )

A changed life,
Paul’s own story.
Chief of sinuers.
Special reveiation.
Saved by grace.

CATECHISM

Q. 16. Did all mankind fall in Adam’s first trans-
grrssum ?

. The covenant being made with Adam, not only

l‘or mmsel( but for his p(»;tent) ; all mankind, de-

S. —Eph. 21 1-10.

ken of? Where
was he going? On what errand ? In what frame of
mind? By what other name known? (Acts13: 9.
Where was Saul's home? How had he been brought
up? (Phil.3:5.) Whatdo you know of higrelatives
and friends? (Acts23:16; Rom. 16:11.) Which is
the oldest city in the world ? How far from Jerusalein ?

3-5 As Saul journeyed what occurred? At what
hour? Who wasseen by Paul in the glory? (1 Cor.
15:8.) What words spoken to Saul? In whatlangu-
age? (Acts26: 14.)

8,'? What was Saul commanded to do”? What did
his companions hear? What did they sze?

8, 9 What effect had the ‘*‘light” upon Saul?
How long did this last? Ilow did he find his way
into the city ?

10-12 What well-known disciple lived in Damas-
cus? What message did he receive? IFrom whom?
To whom was he sent? On what errand? With
what result?

Seniors and the Home Department—1, 2
What do you know of sSaul's early hie? How often
ig the story of his conversion told ? (Acts9; Acts 22
Acts 26.) In what temper of mind was he going to
Damascus? What authority did he take with him ?

3 How long a journey was he making? What
happened on the way? At what time? Was it a
dream or vision? (1Cor.9: 1.)

4-8 What did Saul hear? Who spoke? What has
God's volce proclaimed? (Ex. 20:1.) Name soimne
other occasions on which the voice was heard. (1
Kings 19 : 12; Mark 9: 7; Rev. 1:10; Matt. 3:17.)
How was Christ persecuted ? (Isa. 63:9; Zech.2:8.)

39

scending from him, by ordinary geueration, sinned in
him, and fell with him, in his first transgression,
TIME AND PLACE
About A.D. 35, not long after Stephen’s martyrdom ;
nenr Damascus, the beautiful capital of Syria, about
150 mules N, W, of Jerusalem. It is still & ﬂourlshing
city, though probnbly the oldest city in the world.
LESSON PLAN

I. Saul’s Commission, 1, 2.
I‘rom the high 1)rtt,st bo capture Christians,

II. 8aul's Conversion, 3.
Through a vision and w ordq of Jesus,

III. Saul's Confession, 8-12.
Of Jesus whoin he persecuted, as the Christ.

LESSON HYMNS
Book of Praise, 129; 92(Ps. Sel.): 738; 140,

2325134,

FOR FURTHER STUDY

8 Which is the greatest question of life? What
was Sautl told to do?

7-9 Show from Saul's action uow that he had
undergone & change,

10-12 How was he engaged in Damascus? What
messenger does God send? How were his fears re-
moved? For what great work had Saul been chosen ?
(v.15.) What did Saul do after his baptism? (v.20.)

Prove from Scripture—That conviclion of gin pre-
cedes repentance.

Practical Points—1. ““One of the clearest intel-
lects that cver giowed in & human frame changed
hands that day.”

2. A brightintellect does not necessarily light the
pathway to God. Saul had an eye for all human
knowledge, but was blind to the true knowledge of
the Divine.

3. Saul was & Bible scholar, but knew not Christ.
Alas! it may be so even now.

4. Persecutor of Christ’s followers though he was,
Christ's compassion \v.as not withdrawn from him,

5. One is never the same after & vision of the Christ.
It melts or it turns to adamant,

6. There is but one Saviour. Some, like Luther,
find him suddenly after long sceking. Others, like
Bunyan, cannot tell the day of their conversion.

7. A single cry for merey brings down the blessing.

8. One says of Saul’s conversion * The purpose and
trend of his life was changed. He was like o fire
engine with all its powers, switched off on another
track, in another direction.”

9. Saul was as prompt and fervent in preaching
Christ as he had been in persecuting.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. Describe Saul's errand.

o

Tell how he became a changed man.............. .

-

3. To what great apecial work was he ChOSCI 2, .. oo o

Sl



40 Peter, £neas and Dorcas .

Lesson II.

32 And it came to pass, as Pe'ter 1 passed through-
out all 2 quarlers, he came down also to the suints
which dwelt at Lyd'da.

3 And there he found a certain man named
JEne’as, which had kepthis bed cight years, 3and was
sick of the palsy,

3% And Pe'ter said unto him, JEne‘as, Je'sus Christ
4maketh thee whole : arise, and make thy bed.  And
$ ne arose iimmediately.

35 And all that dwelt at Lyd’da and 6 Sa‘ron saw
him, and turned to the Lord,

36 Now there was at Jop’pa a certain disciple
named Tab'itha, which by interpretatioa is called
Dor‘cas: this woman was full oif good works and
almsdeeds which she did.

37 And it care topass in those days, that she 7 was
sick, and died : whom when they had washed, they
laid ker in an upper chamber

3% And forasmuch as Lyd'da was nigh to Jop’pa,

PETER, ZANEAS AND DORCAS
Acts 9:32-43.  Commit to memory vs. 40-42,

April 13, 1902
Read Luke 10 : 1-24.

and the disciples had heard that Pe’ter was there,
they sent s unto him two men, desiring Aim that he
would not delay to come 9 to them.

39 Then Pe‘ter urose and went with them. When
he was come, they brought him into the upper
chamber: and all the widows stood by bim weeping,
and shewing the coats and garmeunts which Dorcas
made, while she was with them,

40 But Pe’ter put themall forth, and knecled down,
and prayed; and turning him to the body said,
(nb'itha, arise. Andsheopened her eyes; and wlen
she saw Pe'ter, she sat up.

41 And he gave her Ais hand, and 10 lifted her up,
and when he had called the saintsand widows, pre-
sented her alive.

42 And it 11 was known thioughout all Jop'pa ; and
many believed 12 in the Lord,

43 And it came to pass, that he 13 tarried many days
in Jop'pa with one Si‘mon a tanner,

Revised Version—! Went; 2 Parts; 2 For he was palsied ; 4 Healeth thee; s Strajghtway he arose ; 6In
Sharon: t Fell sick ; 8 Two men unto him, entreating him, Delay not; 9 Gu unto us; 10 Raised ; 11 Became ;

EXPLANATION

120n; 13 Abode,

Connection—Saul's courage in preaching Christ
stirred up the Jews of Damascus to kill him, ch. 9:22,
2. His escape by the city wall in a basket, his visit
to Jerusalery, the further attempt on his life there,
and his journey to Casarca and Tarsus, are recounted
in vs, 2430. The churches now had restand strength-
ened and grew.  The persecution ceased perhaps be-
cause of the troubles the Jews were having with
their Roman rulers.  They themselves were being
persecuted, and this left no tine or opportunity for
them to persecute Christians,

82. Peter. Hu was the first of the disciples to
acknowledge Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God
+Matt, 16: 13, 16) ; great honor was put upon him (vs.
17-19); and he was foremost, as we have lately seen,
at Pentecost and during the persecutions that fol-
lowed. Passed throughout all paris; on a tour
of visiwation to the newly-formed churchies and break-
ing fresh ground—a sort of * superintendent of mis-
sons,” The saints; the sanctified or **set apart™
wople, hence holy, —a comnmon New Testament name
for Christ’s followers (ch. 262 10; Rom. 1: 73 1 Cor.
1:2;2C0r.1: 15 ete.) Lyddas; the hirthplace, ac-
canding to tradition, of St. George, ** the patron saint
of England.”

38-35. Sick of the palsy; and had been far
eight years—an incuralle case, **Palsy,’” & con-
traction for paralysis, include § then such discases as
eatalepsy (violent cramp, with temporary suspension
of the senses), lockjaw, ete. Jesus Chrintmaketh
thee whole. Asinch.3: G, Pcter heals, notin his
own name, as Jesus always did, but in Christ’s name.
Make thy bed. The illustration showsthe process.
Immediately. The miracle was apparent and thr
cflect great. All . . turned unto the Lord—the
whole country-side, asit were. Saron isthe beauntiful
plain of fharon, which ran along the sea-coast from
Joppa to Qrsarea (Sol. Song 2: 1 Isa. 33: 2).

386, 87. Joppa. The Palestine cnast has no real
hather, but Joppa (new Jaffa) has always, as new,
Yeen the port of Jerusalem. The spread of the rowpel
thither was natural. Tabitha, Arumaic or »jraken

Hebrew; Zibiah (2 Kings 12 : 1), Hebrew; Dorcas.
Greek ; all meaning * gazelle,” & beautiful wild deer.
Almsdeeds; an old English word for works ol
charity. The Greek word means 8 generous dispo-
sition and the deeds that flow from it. When they
had washsed, etc. The details are given to show
that Dorcas was really dead.

88, 89. Nigh to Joppa. See ** Time and Place.”
Entreating him, Delay not (Rev. Ver.) Appar-
ently the burial was put off in hope that Peter might
restore her to life. He had donc other miracles,
Poter . . went. He would comfort, and if it
should please God, would domore. All the widows
stood by weeping. She had been their leader, the
president as we should say, of the * Doreas* soclety.
Coats, the closely fitting undergarment; gar-
ments, the loose flowing outer robe. Care for the
poor is a mark of discipleship, Matt. 25:34-46; Jas. 1:27.

40,41. But Peter . . rresented her alive.
The modeof the
miracle vividly
recalls Mark &
41, 42, He first
turned to God,
then tothe dead

Oricntal Rolling up Eis Bod

hody—~a lesson for Christian workers. When one has
1aid hold of God by prayeras Peter did, then he can
lay hold of thnse d»ad in sin and they will rise.

42, 43. Many belioved in the Lord; an ad-
vance, it would scem, on v.35. Simon, & tanner:
o hateful wade, because of its necessary contact with
lead bodics, Peter was, however, alrcady beginning
to overcome Jewlish scruples,




Peter, /£neas and Dorcas 41

«GOLDEN TEXT
Acts 9: 31, Josus Christ maketh thoo whole,

DAILY READINGS
M. — Acts 9:32-43. Peter, JEneas, and Norcas.
T, —Job 20:1-13, Helper of the helpless.
W, —Deut, 15: 7-11. Care for the poor.
Th.—Matt. 25: 31-40, “Unto me.”
1. —Gal 6:1-10. Doing good.
X, =1Tim, 6:9:19, Ready to distribute,
S. —Mark 2: 1-12, Christ making whole.

CATECHISM

Q. 17. Inlo what cstale dicd the fall bring mankind ¢
A. The fall brought mankind into anestate of sin
and miserv.

TIME AND PLACE

Probably about A.D. 40, four or fiva years after Saul's
conversion. The persecution had died down and the
church had rest (ch. 9: 31). Lydda, 26 wiles N.W. of
Jerusalem ; Joppa, on the Mediterrancan, ten miles

W. of Lydda. There is now a railway from Joppa
(Jafla) to Jerusalem,

LESSON PLAN

I. The Palsied Healed, 32-35.

By Peter, in the name of Jesus Christ.
1T. The Dead Raised Up, 36-43.

Agnin by Peter, after earnest prayer to God. In
each case many were led to believe in Jesus.

LESSON HYMNS
Book of Praise, 217 ; 63 (Ps. Sel.); 161 ; 544;217; 554,

FOR FURTHER STUDY

Janiors—82 Which apostle is here mentioned ?
Through which division of Palestine was he going ?
Inwhat workengaged 2 How many striking miracles
were wrought? What were they? At what place
did the first take place? Where was Lydda?

38-356 Whom di~ Peter find there? How long had
he been iR?  With what disease? What did Peter
say to JEneas? Was the cure an instant one? By
whose power did Peter act? What was the effect of
the miracle? Where was ¢ Saron 2"

36 How far was Jappa from Lydda? By what two
uames is this disciple called? Explain, What sort
of woman was she?

87, 388 What happened her? What was done
with the body? For whom did they send ? Why?

39, 40 1Tow did Peteract? Whom@id he imitate?
(Mark 5: 21.) How did he further imitate Him?
(Mark 5: 41.) With what result?

41.48 What was the effect on the people? What
may good works do? (Matt. 5: 163 1 Peter 23 12
With -vhom did Peterlodge ?

Seniors and the Home Department—32-356
of what kind of works should the Christian be
*full *? \Who alone can perforin gool works? (John
15: 4,5.) In whose name should all acts be doue?
(Col. 3:17.) What was the nature of the miracle
performed by Peter?  Whatsimilar mimeles did Jesus
perform?  (Mark 2: 3-12; John 5: 5:9.) Of what is
palsy a synbol 2

86-88 (iive an account of Peter’s second miracle.
What other miracles performed through him?  (Aets
3175 Acts 51 5, 10, 15, 16.) Where was the home of
Doreas? How was she regacied by the people?
Why mourned so greatly?

898,40 Why was Peter sent for?  How did he act?
Who was his model both in coming when sent forand
inthe working of the miracle. (Mark 5:40; 2 Kings4-33)

41,42 On what occasions did Christ restore life”
(Mark 2; Luke 7; John 11.) What ismeant by ** demd
in trespasses and sins,” Eph, 2: 1?2 Who alone can
“* quicken " (make alive)?

Prove from Scripture—That kindness shouid be
remembered.

Practical Points—1. “ Havelock's Salms™ were
soldiers of the cross as well ag of their Queen and
country.

2. To call onesclf & saint is presumntion; to be
worthy of being called & saint by others (in carnest)
is to have travelled far on the Godward way,

3. “*Jesus Christ maketh thee whole.”” Iere is the
gospel in & sentence for every sin-sick soul.

4. “He arose immediately.” Men are sometimes
renewed in an instant, so swiftly and mightily does
God's Spirit work.

5. Was Dorens, the ““Gazelle™ beautiful to look
upon? She had at least a charming name and the
beauty that loving thoughts and kindly deeds always
work into the face.

6. Dorcag is woman at her loveliest, unselfish and
full of mercy ; the gay Herndias (Mark 8), woman at
her hatefulest, self-indulgent and eruel.

7. “ Fading away like the stars of the morning,

Losing their light in the glorious sun,
So iet me pass away gently «nd lovingly,
Ouly remembered by what I have done.™

8. Fortunate man, that tanner of Joppa, and fortun-
ate family. They spoke of those days ever after as
“'the time when Peter was with ue,”

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. Tell of Dioreas™s virtues |

2, DPeseribe her raising from the dead |

3. What is the chief purjxee of mimeles?, |




42 Peter and Cornelius

Lesson 111,

PETER AND CORNELIUS

April 20, 1902

Acts10:34-44. Study Acts 10: 3448, Commit to memory vs. 4244, Read Acts 10 : 1-34,

34 1 Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a
truth I perceive that God s no respecter of persons :

35 But in every nation he that feareth him, and
worketh righteousness, §s 2accepted with him,

36 The word which 3 God sent unto the children of
I} mﬁl, preaching 4 peace by Je'sus Christ : (he s Lond
of all:

37 s Thatword, J zay, ye know, which was published
throughout all Judie’s, ¢and began from Galilee,
after the baptism which John preached ; )

35 7 How God anomnted Je'sus of Naz areth with the
Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing
good, and healing all that were oppressed of the
devil; for God was with him. N ) A

39 And we are witnesses of all things which he did

Revigsed Version—! And ; 2Acceptadle to; 3He ; 4Good tidings of

both in the sland of the Jews, and in Jeru'salem;
whom 9 they slew 10and hanged on o tres :

40 Him God raised up the third day, and 1 shewed
him openly ;

41 Not toall the people, but unto witnesses ehosen
before of God, cren to ug, who did eat and drink with
him after he rose from the dead.

42 And he 12commanded us to ;]mroo.ch unto the
people, and to testify that 13 it is he which 13 was
ordained of God {o be'the Judge of quick and dead.

43 To him give all the prophets witness, that
through his name 16 whosocever believeth in him shall
mceive remission of gins.

44 While Peher yet spake these words, the Holy
Ghost fell on all them which heard the word,

ce; sThat saying ye yourselves

know ; 6 Beginning ; 7 Even Jesus of dazareth, how that God anointed him ; s Country ;9 Alzo; io Hanging
him; 11Gave him 1o be made munifest; 12 Charged ; 13 This ; 141s; 13Bear; 16 Everyone that belicveth on him.

EXPLANATION

Connection—While Peter tarricd in Joppa at
Simon's house (ch. 9: 42) a surprising call came to
him. It wasfroma Roman centurion, or captain of a
hundred (ch, 10: 3-6, 22). Peter was prepared by a
surprising vision (vs. 9-20), which next Sabbath's
lesson treats in detail.  Just now, notice the sort of
man Cornelins was: a Roman army oflicer, who had
learned toreverenceand worshipthe God of the Jews,

Eastern Housetop

{vs 1,2y although still a Gentile.  His goodtiess aned
his prayers had 1ed to the angel's visit (v=.3, 4) and
the message to Peler, V&5, & Peler came, V. 24,
Threirmeeting was memeoruble, vs. 2529, There conld
be no better frmme of mind for hearinga sermon than
that indicated in the latter part of v. 33, The oceas
sion is of peculiar intercest as the intnvluction of the
Gentiles into the Christain church.

34, 35. Thon Peter opened his mouth. The
expression hids us luak for something solemn and
wcighty (compare Matt. 52 2), What follows is ovi-

dently the mere outline of a lengthy discourse—~the
‘“notes™ of the sermon. X perceive. God had
taught it him by the vision, vs. 916, 20. Respecter
of persons; asingle word in the Greek, meaning to
treat anyone, nnt according to whathe is, but aceord-
ing o, say, his wealth, social position, nationality,
color. God does not so de. In every nation;
whether Jew or Gentile. Feareth him; the first
table of the Ten Commandments. ' Worketh right-
eousness ; thesecond table. Accepted of him;
and so ready for the higher gift of v. 43, It is char-
acter Gad looks to, not nationalify, Al must be
saved in the sane way, for all alike are sinners,

88, 37. The word; the gospel messuge of salvas
tion, 1: 315 $: 14, 25. The children of Israel; the
Jews, so called from theirgreat ancestor Jacob, whase
new name was Ismacl, Gen. 32: 38. Preaching
peace ; peace Letween the sinner and his God, Isa.
37219 Rom. 5: 1; Eph.2: 14, 16, 17, It is only
thmugh the crucificd and risen Saviour that peace
can come. Heis Lord of all ;'of Roman and Jew,
heathen and Christian alike. (Sec margin of Bible
for many “referenees™ as to Christ’s lordshap.)
Began from Galilee ; after the templation in the
wilderness, Luked: 14, The baptism which John
preached ; and which Coraclius would know by re-
port, a taptism of repentance as a preparation for the
coming of the Saviour, who would grant forgiveness
and peace (Matt, 3.

38-41. Contain an outline of the great facts of the
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Let the
seholars pick them outone by one and try *o imagine
haow new and marvellous they would be to Cornelius.

42, 43. More wonderful still. the Judge of quick
{theliving) and dead: and the one wWho can give
remission (the blotting eut) of sing., TFar the
witness of the prophets sce Is. A3: 115 Jer. 311 34:
Dan, 92 241 Nic, 7: 181 Zeeh 150 10 Mal 4: 2,

44. The Holy Ghost fell on all them; Gentiles
thuugh they were, as on the apostles and disciples,
chot: 1. Read the remainder of the stary, vs. 4548,
It tells how astonished Peter's companions were at
the eutpaaring of the Holy Ghost on the Gentiles;
andof Peler’s proposal to baptize them.




Peter and Cornelius 43

GOLDEN TEXT
Acts 10 : 34, Godis norespecter of porsons.
DAILY READINGS
M. —Acts10: 1-16. A devout man,
. —Acts 10:17-29, Peter's journey.
W, —Acts 10 30-18. Peter and Cornelius,
Th.—Matt. 8 : 513, A centurion's faith,
K. —Eph. 3:1-12, Ministry to Gentiles,
s, —John4: 1-14. Christ and the Samaritan,
8. ~Gal. 3:7-14. Blessing for the Gentites.
CATECHISM
Q. 18. Wherein cons’!s the sinfulncss of that cslale
schereinto man fll f 3 .
A. ‘The sinfulness of that estate whereinto man iell,
sconsists in the guilt of Adam’s first sin, the want of
original righteousness, and the corruption of bhis
:whole nature, which is commonly ¢alled Original

Sin; together with all sctual transgressions which
proceed from it.
TIME AND PLACE
Close juined to last lesson, Peterstill atthe tanner’s
houscz}z.)of;pu; probably A.D.35-10, Ciesarea, where
Cornelius lived, was the Roman capitial of Judaa,
about 33 miles north of Joppa.

LESSON PLAN
1. Peter's Discovery, 34, 85,
That God i no respecter of persons.
1X, Peter's Message, 36-43.
God’s word to Israel, now made known to the
Gentiles,
III. Its Result, 44,

Lhe outpounnuyg of the Holy Ghost on the Gentiles.
LESSON HYMNS
Bouk of Praise 5625 81 (P's. Sel.) s 5355 4385 1315126,

N FOR FURTHER STUDY

Juniors—\VYho wes Cornelius? (Acts. 10:1.) Where
did he live? What was his character? (verse 2)
\Who appesred to him? With what message? Did
he obey? Relate Peter's vision., (vs. 11-16.)  After
the vision, ~here did Peter go? low did Corne! -
receive him? What did he tell him?

84, 85 What did Peter say ? Have any a claim on
God more than others? How are allsaved? (1 Pet.
1:3; Tit.3:5.) Howarethe *good " herespokenof?

86,37 Whatis meant by the ¢ word™? To whom
first to be presched? (Luke 24:47.) To whom after-
wards? (Gal.2:2.) Who is the author of **peace*?

38-41 Notice cight points of the gospel. (1)
What oflices doth Christ execute as our Redeemer?
(&, Catechism, Ques. 23.) (2.) With what was Christ
endowed ? (3.) How is His life deseribed ? (4.) Over
what had He victory? (5.) Who testitied for Him?
(6.) How did He atone for sin? (7.) What followed
this? (8.) What were the complete proofs of His
resurrection?

42, 48 What commission had Peter and the rest
received? (Matt. 23:19) What followed now on
Peter'ssermon?

Seniors and the Home XPepartment—Tell
about Cornclius. Relate his vision, What was his
message to Peter? What was Peter's vision? What
lesson did God intend to teach Peter? Deseribe Peter’s
journey to Cacsarea.  Whom had Cornelius invited to
meet Peter?  In whatspirit had they gathered ?

84,85 Where is God said not to respect persons?
{Deut. 10:17; 2 Chron. 19:7; Job 81: 19; Rom. 2:1%.)
Who are guilty before God? (Rom.2:19,23.) What
alone saves? Which four of the commandments in-

cluded in ** feareth him?*  Which six in “worketh
righteousness*'

86-41 What reports had Cornelius probably heard
of John the Baptist and of Christ? What isthe Gospel
here called? What eight pointe concerning it here
brought out?

42-44 Through whose nwme Is salvation? Who
neeept it? What the resulis?  How is remission
brought about? (2Cor. H: 29; Eph. 2: 16.)

Prove from Scripture—~That Christ will be the
Judge of all.

Practical Pointa—1. Iicre is the measure of a
good man: *“devout’ (v. 2),one that feared God (vs.
2, 22), righteous (v. 22), his whole houschold God-
fearing (v. 2), a man of prayer (v. 2), kind to the
poor(v.2), wellreported of by even those whodifler. d
from him in religion (v. 22).

2. If a Romau. soldier coukl be o haly man, anyone
can be.

3. How God guides, though unseenl Corneliug
aceled knowledge of the truth, Peter had it. And
Gad brought them together.,

4. Verse 33 is 8 good verse to take to Sabbath School
and church.

5 It isa big world, this of ours, and God has made
itall. The person who shuts himself up in his own
little corner and refuses to believe well of any other
sort of people but himself, knows neither the world
nar God well.

6. ** Peace, perfect peace, in this dark world of sin,

The blood of Jesus whispers peace within®

7. The apostles never forgot that they were v

nesses.t  They had seen, therefere they told,

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. Who was Camnelin-? L. o e

2, How were he and Peter brought together? . . .. ...

3. What was the ontenmie (o) ta Carneliug, (b) to Peter?. N e e e

DRV AP,



14 Gentiles Received into the Church

Lesson TV,

GENTILES RECEIVED INTO THE CHURCH  April 27, 1902

Acts 11:4-15, Study Acts 11:1-18. Cominit to memory vs. 7-9.

4 But Pe'ter t rehearsed the matter from the begin-
ning, and «xpounded w# hy order unto them, saying,

5 1wasin thecityof Jop'pa praving : and ina trance
Y saw a vision, A certain vessel 2descend, as it had
been a great sheet, let down from heaven by four
corners; and it came even tome:

6 Upon the which when I had fastened mine eyes,
I considered, and saw 3 fourfouted beasts of the earth,
and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of
the 4 air. . 3

7 And 1 heard s a voice saying unto me, Arise,
Pe'ter ; 6slay and eat,

8 But I said, Notso, Tord: for nothing common or
unclean hath Tat any time entered into my mouth.

9 But 8 the voice answered 2me again from heaven,
What God hath cleansed, 19¢kat call not thou commoll.

10 And this was done 11 three times: and all were
drawn up again into heaven,

11 And, behold, 12immediately there Were three
men already come unto the house where I was, sent
from Cegare’a unto me.

12 And the spirit bade me go with them, 13nothinyg
doubting. Moreover these six brethren 4 accom-
panied me, and we entered into the man's house :

13 And he 15 shewved us how e had seen 16 an
angel 17in his house, which stood and said unto him.
Send t8 men to Jop'ps, and 19 call for Si'mon, whose
surname is Pe'ter;

14 Who shall 20 tell thee words, whereby thou 21 and
all thy house shall he saved.

15 And as I began to speak, the Holy host fell on
them 27as on us at the beginning.

Reviged Version—! Bezan and expounded the matter unto them in order ; 2 Descending, as it were:
3The; 4 Heaven ; $Also; 6 Kill; 7 Everentered: 8 A 9 The second time out of ; 10 Make not thou; 11 Thrice:
12 Forthwith three men stood befare the house in which we were, having been sent ; 13 Making no distinction ;
And these six : 14 Also; 15Told ; 1% The; 17 standing in his house, and saying; 13 Omitinen; 19 Fetch ; 20 Speak
un' + 3t Shalt be saved, thou and all thy house; 22 Even.

EXPLANATION

Oonnectlon—Peter’s visit to Cornelius at Cesarea
and his reception of Gentiles into the church brought
him into trouble at Jerusalem. The *‘apostles and
brethren” there (ch, 11 : 1) had not yet got rid of the
Jewish prejudices against Gentiles, When they
should have been glagd that souls had been won to the
Saviour, they were only angry that Peter bad eaten

. with the uncircumecis-
e¢d. Thelessonrivesus
the facts that brcught
a change of view to
these narrow -minded
Jerusaler. Christians.

4. Peter rehears-
ed...and expound-
ed; told the whole
story patiently &nd
with fall explanations.
He wished them to sce
that it was God'sdoing.

5,6.In...Joppa
praying ; ahout noon
ch. 10 : 9) the most un-
likel, hour to be de-
ceived by a vision. In
a trarce: or “ecstasy,”
in which a person
spasses out of him-
self,” for so the word
signifiecs. **It might
have been induced,"
says Lindsay, ‘‘by the
combination of fasting
and ferveney in prayer
110 :10); Lut God used
it fur His own pur-
pore.” I saw a vis-
jon ; not with the bod-

A Roman Centurion
ily eye, but with the cye of the mind, Let down
from heaven ; from the sky. By four corners;
a3 eat hasket, as it were. Came even to me.
The lessoit was inteinled to be n very pointed
one. The meaning of v. 6 is that the collection was

of all sorts of creatures, clean and unclean.

7, 8. A voice; a heavenly command (v. 17).
Arige. e may have been upon Bis kuees. Slay
and eat; a strong temptation to one so hungry as
Peter then was. Not so, Loxrd. The Jew counts it
an insult to be offered pork. Ezek. 4 :14 and Dan.
1:8512 show how rigid the Jews were then about
things unclean. Common or uncleap. The law
of Moses dividessharply between thipgs*clean™ and
“unci~an.” The latter must not even be touched.
All “unclean ' things, including Gentiles, were
“common.”

9, 10. What God hath cleansed. The God who
made the law now revukes it. (Compare Matt. 15:
11.) Itanswered for the ancient time. There was to
bhe larger liberty now. Three times ; to fix it indel-
ibly in Peter's mind.

11,12. Three i..en ; the messengers whom Cor-
nelius had sent et the angel’s oicdling, 10 : 5. These
six brethren ; Peter's companions, 10: 45.

13-15. How he had seen an angel. Pcteris
anxions that his hearers shall understand that God
had doneitall. Waords, whereby ...saved. It
had been the quest of Cornelius in his prayers and
fasting, that he and hisshouid be saved—saved from
sin gnd into God's kingdom. ¢ Verse 14 is very signi-
ficant. It tells us plainly that Cornelius was nota
saved man until he heard the Gospel through Peter’s
lips. If it were not forthisplain statement, we might
think that Cornelius was saved by his devotion, alms,
prayers, and rightcous works, but this verse plainly
declares i was not so. God took account of his
prayers ani alms, his sincerity of heart and desire for
truth, ard sent him the truth whereby he and
his house were to be saved, but he was not
saved until he had heard the truth about Jesus and
wasthusled to believein Jesus himself.? AsIbegan
to speak. Socvidently wasmy errand of God,and so
evidently was God willing to give the Holy Ghost,
the token and sesl of their acceptance, to them, as
to us at the beginning.

And Peter went on to ask (v.17), ** What was I that
I could withstand God ?** and his case was won.
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° GOLDEN TEXT

Acts 10: 43. Whosoove
rocoive remission of alns.r belloveth on him shall

DAILY READINGS
M, —Acts11: 118, Gentiles received into the church,
T, —Eph.2:11-22. Brought nigh.
W, —Rom. 9: 22-30. Righteousnessof faith,
Th.—Rem, 3 :20-31. Justified through faith.
F. —Rowm.15:8-19. God’s mercy 0 Gentiles.
S. —Jobui0:7-16. One fold.
S. —Rev. 7:9-17. From all nations.

CATECHISM

Q; 19. Whatis the misery of that estate whereinto man

Jell't
A. All mankind by their fall lost communion with

Qod, are under his wrath and curse, and so made liable
to all miseries in this life, to death jtself, and w the
palas of hell forever,
TIME AND PLACE
Not long after the incidents of last lesson at Joppa
and Coesares, about A.D. 39, 40. Peter is now at Jeru-
salem face to face with the ‘‘apostles and brethren *

there.
LESSON PLAN
X, An Investigation, 4.
Of which verses 1-3 give the details.
II. An Explanation, 5-15,
The story of Peter's trance and vision at Joppe and
of how the Holy Ghost came upon the Gentiles.
LESSON HYMNS
Book of Praise 72 (Ps, Sel.); 457; 439; 131; 534; 434.

FOR FURTHER STUDY

Juniors—At whose house had Peter been preach-
ing? To whom had the gospel been preached? For
whom is the zospel intended? (Isa.55:1.) Which
apostle first admitted the Gentiles into the church of
Christ? By whom was he blamed for so doing?
Explain why he was blamed.

4-9 How does Peter defend himself? What is
meant by “rehearsed ? “expounded”? Tell the
story of Peter's vision. Whatwas represented by the
animals named? What command given to Feter?
What was Peter’s reply? What is meant by * com-
mon or unclean’? How was Peter answered ?

10-18 How many times was the vision repeated 7
Why repeated? Who arrived immediately after the
vision? Thuir errand? Peter's response? Who had
bidden him go?

14-16 What wasPeter'smessage? What followed ?
Of what was this a sigat How was Peter's defence
accepted? (vs.17,18.)

For Beriors and the Home Department—
What news had come to Judma in regard to the
Gentiles. To whut did it give rise, wuen Peter came
toJerusalem? What was the rcason for this strong
feeling? When wwas ciretincision instituted? (Gen.
15.) Why r*lished?

4.8 Whas ., Peter's line of defence? What did
Peter see in hig vision? What command given him?
Explain his hesitating,  Xow washe rebuked? Ex-
plain the repetition of the vision.

11-18 By whom had messengers been sent to
Peter? What vision had Cornelius 2een? Who are
the angels and what their work? (Heb. 1: 14.) Who
went with Peter to Cresarea and to Jerusaiem? How

many in number?

14 What was the great guest on which Cornelius
was sent? What helpdid he get from Peter? What
token of acceptance from God? Explain wny Peter
the strict Jew, baptized and ate with Gentiles. What
effect had his rehearsal on his present hearers? How
does the Gospel rank Jews and Gentiles? (Mark 16;
15; Gal. 3: 27-29; 6: 1b.)

Prove from Scripture- Zhat salvation 18 free to
all alike.

Practical Points—1. Some people sce the fly on
the barn-door, but cannot sec the barn-door. These
Jerusalem Christians saw in Peter only a bad Jew, not
the good Christian that he Lad shown himself to be.

2. Francis 1., King of France, used to declare that
if he thought the blood of his arm tainted with
Lutheran heresy, he would have it cut off, and that
he would not spare even his own children if they
entertained the sentiments of Protestantism,

8. The opening of a switch will take a train out of
the station-yard to sweep across a continent,

4. Peter was not dismayed, although brought so
sharply to task.

‘Do what is riglit,
Right things in great ang small
Then, though the sky shoulc, fah,
Sun, moon, and stars, and all,
You shall have light.”

5. What words can be more precious than words
that save  Such was Peter’s message, for it was the
good news of the world’s Saviour.

6. To rejoice because men repent is to have the
spirit of heaven, for there is joy there over the repent-
ing sinner.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. What led to Peter’s * rehearsing ™ the story of Cornelius?,. . ............. .

2. How was Peter marde willing to 1cceive Gentiles: .

3. By what was Qornclius **saved ™7




16 The Church at Antioch in Syria

Legson V.

19 1 Now they which were scattered abrond upon
the 2 persecution that arose about Ste'phen travelled
as far as 3Pheni’‘ce, and Cy'prus, and An'tioch,
4preaching the word to none sbut untotbe Jewsonly,

20 And some of them we o men of Cy’prus and
Cyre'ne, which, when they were come to An‘tioch,
spnke unto the 6 Gre‘ciang, preaching the Lord Je'sus,

21 And the hand of the Lord was with them ; and
a great number ?believed, and turned unto the Lord,

22 8 Then tidings of these things came unto the ears
of the church which was in Jeru'salem: and they
sent_forth Bar nabus, 9that he should go as far as
An‘tioch,

23 Who, when he 10came, and had scen thegrace of
God, was glad, and 1texhorted them all, that with
pur{pose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord.

2{ For he was & good man, and full of the Holy
(ihoivb ngd of faith : and much people wsadded unto
the Lord.

THE CHURCH AT ANTIOCH IN SYRIA

Acts 11 : 19-30. Commit to memory vs. 22-24,

May 4, 1902
Read Isa. 62.

25 13Then departed Bar'nabas to Tar‘sus, for to
scek Saul:

26 And when he had found him, he brought him
unto An‘tioch. And it came to pass, that 138 whole
vear they 4asserabled themselves with the chureh,
and tmxf:m much people. 16 And the disciples were
called Christians first fu An‘tioch.

27 16And in these days 17came prophets irom
Jeru'salem unto An‘tioch.

23 And there stood u? one of them named Ag'abus,
and signitied by the Spirit that there should be great
18dearth throughout all the world: which came to
passin the days of Clau'dius 19 Cee sar.

29 20 Then the disciples, every man according to his
ability, determined to send relief unto the brethren
which dwelt in Judw'a :

30 Which also they did, 3tand sent it to the elders
by the 22hands of Bar'nabas and Saua.

Reviged Version—~! They therefore that; 3 Tribulation; 3Pheeni‘eia ; 4Speaking; 5Save only to Jews;
6Greeks also; 7That believed turnied ; 8 And the report concerning them came to; 9 Omit the t he shonld go
10\Was come: 11 He ; 12.And he went forth to Tarsus to seck for Saul; 13Even for; 14 Were gathered together;
15 And that the disciples; 16 Now; 17There came down ; 18 Famine over; 19,0mit Ceesar; 20 And the disciples;

EXPLANATION

2 8ending; 22 Hand.

Connection—Luke now takes up the thread again
at the great persecution (ch. 8: 1), and, following in
the footsteps of some of the scattered Christians,
shows how the church was established in the splen-
did capital of northern Syria. ** The first missionaries
to the heathen were many of them ordinary lay Chris-
tians, who had got so full of the truth as it is in
Jesus, that they could no longer follow the slow lead
of the authorities in the church, but were forced to
break the bonds of Jewish prejudice and narrowness
and speak out to the perishing Gentiles. The move-
ment was of God and soon carried the whole church
with it,”

19. Scattevred abroad. Tk persecuted Cnris-
tiansg naturally drifted to the great hives of industry,
where they would find work, as Pheenicia, with its
busy towns, Tyre and Sidon, Cyprus, the nearest isiand
in the Mediterranean, where were mines and many
factories, and Antioch, after Rome and Alexandrie,
the greatest city in the Roman Empire. To none
but Jews. Thay were zealous, but as yet narrow.
The Gentiles were mere “dogs.” But their tiine was
drawing near.

20, 21. Cyrene ; a singularly fertile district in
northern Africa, now Tripoli. The ‘““men of Cyprus
and Cyrene,” although Jews, had less contracted no-
tions than those of Jerusalem. Come to .Antioch;a
meeting place of all nationalities. The Greeks
also(Rev. Ver.). The *“Grecians ™ were Greek-speak-
ing Jews. The * Greeks’ were just Greeks—and Gen-
tiles. (See14:27). Preaching the Lord Jesus.
People differ. There is but onc gospel for all, as
mnodern missions prove. The hand of the Lord;
“ Hisvisibly exerted strength.” Secchs.4:30:13:11;
Tukel: 66; and in the 01d Testament, Ex. 9: 3 Isa.
§9:1. A great number ; of these Gentile Greeks.

22.24. The church . . , in Jerusalem ; the
mother church. Sent forth Barnabas. ‘*Son of
consolation.” his name; benignant and benevolent,
his character; and a Cyprian, too (4: 35-37). The
grace of God ; asmanifested in the livesof the new

converts. He was glad. Compare Phil.1: 3,4; 3
John 4. 'With purpose of heart. They bad need
of it all, with heathenism seething around them and
perhaps some of it still in their own hearts. Much
people was added ; not to be wondered at, with
such & preacher as this good man, fall of the Holy
Ghost and of fait a, at the head of the work.

25, 26. To seek for Saul. He had already
vouched for him, ch. 9: 27, and likely knew of God’s
purpose, 9: 15. He had joined, too, in sending him
to T'arsus, 9:
80. This was
the capital of
Cilicia in Asia
Minor, and
\  Paul's native
{ city. Awhole
year; the first
of several years
of joint mis-
sionary laborof
Barnabas and
Paul. Called
Christians
first at An-
tioch ; & nickname, as was * Methodist” originally.
They soon came to gloryinit. Tillnowtheyhad been
called ‘‘brethren,” *“saints,” *believers,” and, by
the Jews, Nazarenes (24: 5) or * this sect,” 28:22

27-30. Prophets ; persons possessed of somespec-
ial knowledge of Go’s will, 1 Cor. 14. Agabus. See
also ch. 21:10, 1. AIl the world. The Roman
empire of the time ; or it means & widespread famine.
Claudius Csesar; Roman Emperor A.D. 41-54, the
predecessor of Nero. To send relief; the Gentile
converts to the poor Jews—a new thing under the
sun. The elders; here firnt mentioned in the Chris-
tian church, aithough long familiarin the Jewish. By

Early Christian Emblem

- the hands of Barnabas and Saul; who were as

ready to do the humble duty of carrying the contri-
butions as they had been to preach and counsel.
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« GOLDEN TEXT

Acts11: 21. Thehandofthe Lord was with them ;
and e great aumber belioved and turned unto the

rd.
DAILY READINGS
M., —Actg 11 :19-30. The church at Antioch.
T, —Matt. 10: 16-23. Persecution and dispersion.
W, —Matt, 28 16-20, “I am with you.”
Th.—Luke 10 : 17-24. Rejoicing in success.
F. —2Cor. 8:1-0, @ifts by the church.
S. —1 Peter 5 : 1-11. Advice to the church,
8. —Rom. 12:1-15. Exhortation to Christians.
CATECHISM

Q. 20. Did God lcave all mankind (o perish inthe cslate
of sin and misery ¢

A. God having, out of his mere good pleasure, from
all cternity, clected some to everlasting life, did enter
into & covenant. of grace, to deliver them out of the
estate of sin and misery, and to bring them into an

estate of salvation by a Redeemer.
‘TIME AND PLACE
Ramsay places that famine in Palestine at A.D. 46;
gsome time not long previous to which date Barnabas
and Saul labored in Antioch. This great and lux.
urlous city was 300 miles north of Jerusalem near the
N.E. corner of the Mediterranean Sea.
LESSON PLAN

I. A New Contre, 19-21.
In a great Nerthern city, Antioch.

IX, A Wew Leader, 22-26 (a).

Who had been an old persecutor, Saul.
IIT. A New Name, 28 (b&.

‘The disciples first called Christians.

IV, A New Charity, 27-30.
Help from Gentile to Jew.

LESSON HYMNS
Book of Praise 511 ; 90 (Ps. Sel.); 239; 218; 5663 235.

FOR FURTHER STUDY

Juniors—19-21 Where did Peter goafter the con-
version of Cornelins? Of what was he accused?
What story did he tell? What followed Stephen's
death? Where were Phenice, Cyprus, and
Antioch? Towhom wasthe Gospel first preached? To
whom later at Antioch? With what result?

22-24 Who heard about the work at Antioch?
Whom did they send? For what purpvse? What
did he see? What did he feel? What did hedo?
What kind of man was Barnabas ?

25,26 Where did he seck help? What said in
chap. 9: 27? How long did they work together?
What name was given to the followers of Jesusat An-
tioch ? Before this whathadthey called themselves?

27,28 Who came from Jerusalem? Name one of
them. What did he tell?

29, 80 What did the disciplesdo? What was the
rule of their giving? (2 Cor. §:12; Matt. 6: 1; 2 Cor,
9:7.) Wherewasthecollectionsent? Through whom?
About what time @id they arrive? (ch. 12: 3,25.)

Seniors and the Home Department—19, 20
What had been the effect of the persecution of
Stephen? Inwhat province was Antioch? How far
from Jerusalem? At that «ime what two cities ex-
celled it? With what suceess had the gospel been
preached ¢ By whom ?

21,22 Of what is the **hand” a symbol? From
what did these Gentiles turn? To what? Who was
sent to Antioch? What clse are we told of him.

23, 24 What did Barnabas exhort? Why could he
do it so well? What was the effect?

25, 28 Where was Tarsus? Who lived there?
Whom did Baraabas seek there? How long did they
remain together at Antioch? What does the word
“Christian’ mean? Whatking used it in contempt?(ch.
26: 25.) How should Christianssuffer? (1 Pet.4:16.)

27-30 Wio prophesied a famine? By whatpower
did he doit? How was reliefobtained? What is the
golden rule of Christian benevolence? Why here
recorded? (Ps.41: 1; Phil.2: 4))

Prove from Scripture—That we should give
tiberally.

Practical Points—1. It was right to hegin with
their own people, for ¢ charity begins at home.” But
any Jew might have done this.

2. Tt wasin the true spirit of Christ's gospel that
they preached the gospel to Gentiles also. ¢ All the
world " is Christ's geography; ‘‘to every creature,”
Hisstandard of duty.

3. Does anyone object to missions to the heathen?
Ask him where would we have been, had there been
no missions to the heathen? For our ancestors were
heathen, and we are what the aeligion of Christ has
made them and ourselves.

4. Purpose of heart is the key to success in more
spheres than holy living. To be limp and nerveless
is to be nowhere and nobody in these tense times.

5. A Christian should live worthy of his name.
Alexander the Great, as Matthew Henry tells us, said
to a soldier of his own name, who was roted as a
coward, **Either change thy name or mend thy
manners.””

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. What sort of man was Barnabas?,

2. Where and when was the name Christian frt given? | L e

3. Why did Barnabas seek for Saul, rather than forsome oncelse ? e e e o e ereen

e et
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48 Peter Delivered from Prison

Lesson VI.

PETER DELIVERED FROM PRISON

May 11, 1902

Acts 12:1-9. Study Acts 12: 1-19. Commit to memory vs. 5-7.

1 Now about that time Her'od the king1s.retched
forth hig hands to 2 vex certain of the church,

2 And he killed James the brother of Johu with
thesword.

3 And 3 because he aw it pleased the Jews, he
4 proceeded further to take Pe'ter also. (6 Then were
the days of unleavened bread, )

4 And when he had 6 apprehended him, he put him
in prison, and delivered 2im to four quaternions of
soldiers to 7 keep him; intending after s Easter to
bring him forth to the people.

5 Pe’ter therefore wag kept in ¢ prison ; but prayver
}vo.sll?nde 10 without ceasing of the church unto God

or him.

6 And when Her’od 11 would have brought him

forth, the same night Pe’ter was sleeping between
two soldiers, bound with two chaing: and 12 the
keepers before the door kept the prison.

7 Anq, behold, 13 the angel of the Lord !4 came
upon him, and a light shined in the 18 prison: and he
smote Pe’teron the side, and 16 rai{sed him up. sayving,
ﬁrisgs up quickly. And his chains fell off froimn his

ands.

8 And the angel said unto him, Gird thyself, and
bind on thy sandals., And so hedid. Aud hesaith
unto him, Cast thy garment about thee, and follow me.

9 And he went out, and followed him; and wist
not that it was trne which was done by theangel;
but thought he saw a vision.

Revised Version—! Put: 2 Afflict; 3 When he saw that; 4 Proceceded to seize: s And 'thosxe were the
days of unleavened bread; 6 Taken; 7 Gaard ; 8 The Passover; 9 The ; 10 Earnestly ; 1t Was about to bring:
12Guards; 13 An; 14 Stood by him; 15 Cell ; 16 Awoke him, saying, Rise 1p.

EXPLANATION

Connection—~Luke turns irom the story of the
spread of the gospel to the martyrdom of James and
to Peter's escupe from prisun.  Wita it and with
Herod's death the first part of the Jicts closes,

1, 2. About that time ; the time just referred to,
ch, 11. Terod the King; Herod Agripps I., the
grandson of the “ Great ** Herod, who murdered the
infants at Bethlehem, 3att. 2. He reigned only 7
years, but although *a scapegrace adventurer® and
“ a fugitive bankrupt,” managed to kecp favor with
the Roman Ewperor and with the Jews. To vex.
. much stronger word when our English version was
made than now—to meltread, do cvil 0. James
the clder brother of John. They were sons of
Zebedee (Matt. 4:21), were called ¢ sons of thunder.”

= beeause of their flery

zcal, and, aloag with
Peter, were the closest
to their Master of the
twelve. James was the
first ¢f the apostles to
sufier martyrdom.
With the sword.
Death by the sword
shows that it was for
some pretended po-

< . licicaloffence ; for &

(A2t £20— _ religious offence he

& ;‘éjg.;, “~-. would have been

B N Pleased
i) X: 3 eage

Sl 2 anind the Jews. Raging

- and blood-thirsty

Sitting in Sackcloth bigots they were—

the same Jews who had hounded Jesus to the death;
and Herod had no conscience, but to keep them in
good humor. To take Peter also; higher game
eventhanJames. Unleavened bread ; a name for
the Passover, because unleavened bread (bread made
without yeast) wascaten, Ex. 12:14; Lev. 23: 6. In
prison ; likely the military prison within the fortress
of Antonia, Herod’s own residence. Four quar-
ternions; four fours. A quarternion kept guard
during cach watch of the night. Pecter had escaped
from prison before, ch. 5:19. That was a Jewish

prison. Thisisa Roman, anda Roman guard. Escape
will be impossible. After Easter. Rev, Ver. “after
the Passover'—after the whole Passover feast was
ended, Herod scrupled about feast days; not at all
at muvder.

5, 8. But prayer was made;: something Herod

*2d not reckoned on, but which he would have now
to reckon with, (Jas. 5: 16). Peter was sleeping;
and peacefully, because the church was praying, his
slecp probably sounder than that of ¥Herud, who was
pla ning the details of the execution for the morrow.
Bevween two soldiers; and chpined to either
one. The other two soldiers kept watch at the gate.

7, 8. And behold, the angel. Perhaps thesame
asinch.5: 19. A light shined ; a bit of heaven.
Smote Peter. So soundly was he sleeping. His
chains fell off; touched by an unseen hand. Gird
thyself, The long, flowing undergarment was
loosened by night and bound tight round the body
by day. Sandals ; the shoes of the poor. Thy gar-
ment; the outer garment or cloak. It was no
hurried flight, but a calm departure, *‘Peter had got
50 in the habit of obeying God, that he did it in his
sleep, or at least, when he was hot more than half
awake, and thought he was asleep. It waswell for
him that he had not wasted time debatiug whether it
was a vision or a reality, but had just gone along and
done as the Lord's messenger bade him.”

9. Wist (knew)not thatit was true ; so natural
wasitall. When the angel had conducted him cleai
outof the prison, Peterrecognized God ashisdeliverer.
The stir that his arrival at Mary’s house made, and
the consternation of Herod are vividly told. “Rhoda
had faith. She scems to have been expecting Peter.
As 50011 as there was a rap at the door, she was there
listening. As soon as she heard Peter's voice, she
knew that it was he. When they told her she was
crazy, she stuck to it still. Her prayer of faith
counted more than all the rest.” (The Gist of the
Lesson.) James and Herod died (v. 23) the same
month, the fisherman apostle and the Xking who,
with an annual income of §2.000,000 died in debt,
One closing a life of usefulness, the other a life, the
sooner forgotten the better. One.wore an earthly
crown; the other, a heavenly.



.GOLDEN TEXT
Ps. 84 : 7. Theangel of the Lord encampotk round
about them that feur him, and deiivereth thom.

DAILY READINGS
‘.I —Acts12 . 110, Peter delivered from priso:.

--Aots 73' 11-19,

“ —~Matt. 18 : 15-20. Prayer commanded,

Th.—Psalm 33:10-22.  The Deliverer.

F. —Daniel 6 : 15-23. Able ta deliver.

S, —2Cor.1:1-12, Contiuencein God.

S. —Psalm 34:1-10. The angel of the Lord.
CATECHISM

Q. 21. Whao isthr Redecmer of God's clect?

A. The only Redeemer of God’s elect is the Lord
Jesus Chrisg,” who, being the eternal Son of God.
hecame man, and so was, and continueth to be, God
x’}nd man in two distinct natures, and one person,
orever.

Peter Delivered from Prison 49

TIME AND PLACE
Says Pelonbet, * The Passover in A.D. 44 was Aprl)
1-8,  The martyvrdom of James teok place just before,
the release of Peter just after, and the death of Herod
the same month.” The place was Jerusalem and the
prison perhaps the tower of Antonia (Acts 21: 87).

LESSON PLAN

I. James Slain, 1, 2.
By the cruel Herod.

II. Peter Imprisoned, 3.
Beeause James® death had plensed the Jews,

IIX. Pater Delivered, 6-9.
Through tho prayers of the church and by an angel

of God,
LESSON HYMNS
Book of Praise, 262; 2€ (Ps. Sel.); 274; 251; 460; 203,

FOR FURTHER STUDY

Juniors—1, 2 How many Herodsmentioned in the
Rible? (Matt.2: 3:Mark6: 14; Acts12: 235 25:13.)
What kind of man was the one spoken of here? Of
what was he guilty? Which James fs this?

3,4 What feast in progress? What did Herod do
with Peter? By whom was he guarded? What is
meant by ¥ quarternion **? Into how many watches
wags the night divided ?

B, 6 WWho were Peter's friends? For what dil they
prav? How was Peter guarded ?

7,8 Who came to him as heslept? What did he
do? What did he say? What articles of clothing
did he mention? What miracle performed ?

9, etc. Where was Peter taken? Whee did the
angel 12ave him? What had the people expected?
Where did Peter go? Why there? How was he
received? Why did they doubt? What did Peter
say? Where did he go? What followed P-ter’s dis-
appearance? What was Herod's fate?

Seniors and the Home I spartment—1-3
Whom did Herod persecute? “Which two disciples
suffered ? In what ways?

4, 5 Describe how Peter was guarded. How was
his faith triecd? Where was prayer made for him?
How long made? Whatpromises attached to prayer?
(P=.50: 15; Matt.7: 7: 1John 5: 14, 15).

8.8 What caused Peter to sleep in Gethsemanc ?
What caused in the prison? How was he delivered ?
Who areangels? (Heb.1:7,11; rs. 68:17.) What
came with theangel? What was Peter told todo?

9, 1.0 How did he obey? Why did the angel dis-

appear? How does God sometimes answer prayer?
For what were the people waiting? Rclate Peter's
arrival at Mary’s house. With what reception did he
meet? How wisely did Peter act? (vs. 17-19.) What
was his request? To what did Herod's pridelead him?

Prove from Scripture—That we should pray
carnesily.

Practical Points—1. What a price he who lives
merely for ambition has to pay for his gains!

2. Truly God’s ways are myscerious ; two brothers,
James and John, close to Jesus’side.  James summoni-
ed soon t¢ His presenceabove, when his work seemed
buc just begun; John left for perhaps threescore
years to suffer and to vestify before his reward came.

$. Prayer unlocks all doors.

4. Around our pillows golden ladders rise
And up and down the skies,
With wingd sandals shod,
The Angels come and go, the
Messengers of God. —Stoddart.

5. The ange! does much, but Peter must do his own
part. God is willing to deliver us from the bondage
of our own evil passions and habits, but we must do
our part as weli,

6. Peter will be no vulger hero ; but, asshould we,
whenever God does any great thing for us or by us,
he makes haste to give God the praise.

7. Are we not as much astonished as these good
people were (v. 13), when there comes a sure and
sudden answer to our prayers to God ?

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. What befell James?,

e e e S



50 The Early Christian Missionaries

Lesson VII.

THE EARLY CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES

May 18, 1902

Acts 13 :1-12. Commit to memory vs. 2, 3.

1 Now there were 1in the church that was at
An‘tioch certain prophets and teachers; 3as Barna-
bag, and Sim’eon that was called Ni'ger, and Lu'cius
of Cyre'ne, and Mana’en, swhich had been brought
up with Her’'od the tetrareh, and Saul.

2 4 Ag they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the
Holy Ghost said, Separate me Bar'nabas and Saul for
the work whereunto I have called them. .

3 8 And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid
thewr hands on them, they sent them away.

4 So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost,
sdeparted unto Selewcin; and from thence they
sailed to Cy prus. .

5 And when they were at Sal'nmis, they ipreached
the word of God 11t the synagogues of the Jews : and
they had alzo John 8to their minister. 3

6 Ané when they had gone through the 2isle unto
Pa’phog, they found a certain sorcerer, & false prophet,
a Jew, whose name was Bar-je'sus:

7 Which was with the 10 deputy of the country,

Ser'gius Paul’ug, & prudent man; who called for
B;;g n(l‘\bus and Saul, and 1 desired to hear the word
of God,

8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his name by
interpretation) withstood them, secking to 13 turn
away the deputy from the faith,

9 13Then Saul, (who also i3 called Paul,) filled with
the Holy Ghost, 14set his ef‘es on him,

10 And said, O full of all 15 subtilty and all 16)nis-
chief, thow child of the devil, thou enemy of all right-
eousness, wilt thou not ceuase to pervert the right
ways of the Lord ?

11 And now, behold, the hand of the Lord s upon
thee, and thou shalt be blind, not secing the sun for
a season. And immediately there fell on him a mist
and a darkness ; and he went about seeking some to
lead him by the hand.

12 Then the 19deputy, when he saw what was done,
aeliiveg, being astonished at the 17 doctrine of

he Lord.

Revised Version—! At Antioch, in the church that was there, 2 Omit as; 3 The foster-brother, ¢ And,
sThen; 6 Went down to; 7Proclaimed; 8 As their attendant ; ¢ Whole island ; 10 Proconsul; 1 Seught ; 12 Turn
aside the proconsul; 13But; 14 Fastened ; 15 Guile; 16 Villany, thou son of ; 17 Teaching.

EXPLANATION

Connection—Here begins the second part of the
Actg, which is chiefly occnpied with Paul's travels
and work. Antioch is now the centre, rather than
Jerusalem. It is after the programme of Acts1: 8.

1. The church at Antioch ; founded ch. 11 : 19-
21. Antioch possessed a very varied population, Jew
and Gentile, and was a great trude centre, and there-
fore a natural base for foreign missions. Prophets
and teachers. All the New Testament * prophets™
were *teachers,” though not all the teachers were
prophets. The latter had some special revelation of
God's will. The two gifts were sometimes united in
one person as in Paul, Gal. 23 2; 1 Cor. 12: 1. Of the
names here mentioned we know only about Barna~
bas, who had been sent from Jerusalem to care for
the church at Antioch (11: 22) and Saul, whom he
had sought out as his helper (vs. 25, 26). Manaen—
was * foster-brother ** of Herod, the tetrarch, Luke3:1.

2, 8. Ministered; led the people in worship.
Fasted ; from luxuries, or absolutely {1 .m all food.
(Compare 10: 30; 14: 23; 27: 9). Fasting was an
ancient and widespread custom. Our Lord does not
condemn it, but says it must not be done for show.
Matt. 6: 16-18. The Holy Ghostsaid; justin what
way, we do not know. God's praying people are ever
led to right choices by the Iloly Spirit. Separate
me; set apart for my service, Num. 8:14; Acts 9:15;
Rom. 1:1. Barnabas

an island 150 miles long and 60 wide, just within
sight of the mainland. Its copper mines made much
trade with Antioch ; besides, it was Barnabas’ native
place. So they went there first. Salamis; the port
of Cyprus facing Seleucia. John to their minister.
John Mark, the writer of the gospel of that name,
went with them as helper.

8, 7. Paphos; on the west of the island. Sor-
cerer (Elymas, v. 8 is the Arabic word)—n wizard
who pretended to tell fortunes from the stars and to
have magic powers to help or to hurt, 'With the
deputy, or Roman *“pro-consul,”” Many noblemen,
like the Earl of Leicester in * Kenilworth," kept such
men among their attendants. A prudent man:
cultured and sensible. Desired to hear, He was
kecn-minded and perhaps, like Cornelius (ch. 10), &
seeker after God. .

8-11. But Elymas . . withstood them. He
saw his power and chance of gain departing. Com-
pare ¢h, 16:19. Saul . . Paul. Luke here first
uses Paul’s Gentile name, perhaps because he has
now definitely entered on his work as apostie to the
Gentiles. Set his eyes on him; administering a
dreadful rebuke and inflicting blindness: the first
recorded miracle of Paul. ‘*“\Wehave here aglimpse,”
says R. A. Torrey, “of how God will deal with men
who choose darkness rather than light, and oppose

His truth. (2 Thess. 2: 11,

and Saul. Presently itis
Paul and Barnabas, but as
yet Barnabas is the leader.
Fasted and prayed. Sce
1 Sam. 7: 5, 6; Dan. 9: 3.
Laid their hands on
them; a solemn dedica-
tion by representatives of
the church to their God-
appointed mission.

4, 5. Seleucia ; the sea-

12.) Opposition to God is
a dangerous business.”

12. Then the deputy
+ - believed. The miracle
clinched the doctrine, or
teaching of Paul and Barn-
abas, which had already
found a place in the heart
of this *prudent” Romwan
governor, vs. 7, 8, who be-
came from this time onward

port of Antioch. Cyprus:

Island of Cyprus (Pcloubet)

a believer.,
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.
GOLDEN TEXT
Matt. 28: 19, Goyetherefore, and toach nll nations,

DAILY READINGS
M. ~Acts13:1-12, Theearly Christian missionarica,
P, —Isn. G2 1-8. Prepared and sent.
W, —Isa. 40:1-11.  Good tidings.
Th.~Rom. 10: 11-21, Messengers needed.
. ~Deu, 18:9-18, Sorcery forbidden.
2. —1John 3:1-10. The source of sin.
S. ~1Cor. 1:12:24. Power of the gospel.

CATECHISM
Q. 22. Tow did Christ, being the Son of Gol,
hecome man #
A. Christ, the Son of God, became man, by taking
to himself a true body, and a reasonable soul, being

conceived by the power of the Holy Ghost,in the womb

of the Virgin Mary, and born of her, yet without sin,
TIME AND PLACE

Probably the spring of A.D. 46 or 47, the beginning

of the great missionary movement among the Gentiles.

Place, Antioch in Syria, and the fsland of Cyprus fot

far distant.
LESSON PLAN

X. The Missionaries S8et Apart, 1-3.

By direction of the Holy Ghost, for foreign service,
IXI, Tho Missfonar{es in the Field, 4-7.

Preaching, travelling, teaching, and with suceess.
IIT The Missionaries Under Fire, 8-12.

Opposed by a soreerer, over whom they triumph.

LESSON HYMNS
Book of Praise, 4495 101 (Ps, Sel.); 557 3645 565 ; 447,

FOR FURTHER STUDY

Juniors—1,2 With what great work does this
chapter begin? Who is mentioned finst? Why?
\What others? How were they engaged? Which two -
disciples were called? To what special work 7

8-5 How were they set apart? By whom sent? To
what place? Where was Cyprus? Whose home was
it? What is meant by *“the word of God?' Where
was it now preached? Who helped? By what other
name known? (ch. 12: 12, 25.) What gospel did he
write?

6-8 To what city do they now come? What two
persons mentioned? What sort of man was the
“deputy?” Whom did Elymas pretend to be? What
was his Jewish name? Whatdid hetry to do? Why?

9-11 What change in Saul's name? Why the
change? Why at this time? What power given to
him here? What does Paul say? How was Elymas
punished? What four points do vou notice about the
blindness which came upon him ?

12 What was the effect of the miracle on the noble
Roman ?

Seniors and the Home Department~1-3 Who
were the first * foreign missionaries?’ Deseribe
their ¢ ordination.” Whatisthespiritof fasting? (Isa.
58: 6,7.) By whatshould it be accompanied? (Dan.
9:8; Neh. 9: 1.) What promise conneeted with it?
(Matt, 6: 18.)

4, 5 Who started the foreign missionary enterprise ?
How can Christians be missionaries? (Ps. 116: 16-19;
Mittt. 10: 32; Heb. 10: 34: 2Cor. §: 5.) Whatobliga-
tion rests on Christians? (Acts4: 19, 20; Rom. 1:13-
15:1 Cor.9:16.) Where was Cyprus? Name two
chief towns,

6-8 What were the differences between Ilymasand
Sergius Paulus? What were both sceking? Who
were sent for? Why 2 Whatdid Elymas wish? How
did he succeed ? What prevented him?

9-11 What power manifested in Elymas? What
in Paul? TFor what were both contending? Whatis
the first recorded miracle wrought through Paul?
What were its chief features?

12 What wasthe cffect on the deputy? What does
false religion seek? What true religion? Which
should have the victory?

Prove from Scripture—That the Lord sclects for
Ilis scrvice.

Practical Points—1. Manaenand Herod, brought
up in the same family, the one a Christian minister,
theother & Justful murderer (Matt. 14: 8). ¢ Compare,”
says Peloubet, * Abel and Cain. No surroundings
are so bad but & child may grow into a saint from
amidst them ; and none so good, but a child may be-
come bad in spite of them,”

2, Paul and Barnabas could be ill spared. But
that is just why they were sent. * He is the very
man for the place,” said President Dwight of Yale,
when Dr. Spring came to New Haven seeking a young
pastor there, Moses Stuart, for a professorship at
Andover, *‘but we canpot spare him.” *Sir," re-
sponded Dr. Spring, *We donot want 8 man thatecan
be spared.” Who does?

3. Here was the planting of a seed—the sending of
the first foreign missionarics. It has grown into a
great tree and millions are resting under its shadow.

4. Fortunate young man, John Mark, to work with
two such mwen a3 Barnabas and Saul.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. To what work were Barnabas and Saul setapart? ...

2, Why these two?

3. Describe their first success,........ .. .




52 Paul at Antioch in Pisidia

Lesson VIII.
Acts 13: 43-52,

43 Now when the 1 congregation was broken up,
many of the Jews and 2 religious proselytes followe
Paul and Barnabas : who, speaking to them, 3 per-
suaded them to continue in the grace of God.

44 And the next sabbath 4 day came almost the
whole city 6 together to hear the word of God.

45 But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they
were filled with ¢ cnvy, and 7 spake against those
things which were gpoken by Paul, 8 contradicting
and 9blaspheming.

46 10 Then Paul and Bar'nabas 1t waged bold, and
aaid, It was nccessarﬁ' that the word of God should
first 12 have been gpoken to you: but seeing ye 13 put
it from you, and judge vourself unworthy of
everlasting life, 10, we turn to the Gen'tiles, 3

47 For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I

Revised Version—! Synagogue broke up; 2 Of the devout ; 3 Urged ; 4 Omit day came ; & Was

PAUL AT ANTIOCH IN PISIDIA

Commit to memory vs, 46, 47,

May 235, 1902
Read Acts 13 : 13-42,

have set thee 15 to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou
shouldest be forsalvation unto the 16 endsof the earth.

48 And 17 when the Gen'tiles heard this, they were
glad, and glorified the word of 1# the Lord : and as
many as were ordained to eternal life believed.

49 And the word of the Lord was !9 publishied
throughout all the region.

50 But the Jews 20 stirred up the devout 21 and
honourable women, and the chief men of the city,
and 22 raised persecution against Paul and Bar'nabay,
and 23 expelled them out of their 24 coasts.

51 But they shook off the dust of their feet against
them, and came unto Ieo’nfum,

52 And the disciples were filled with joy, and with
the Holy Ghost.

thered;

¢ Jealousy ; 1 Contradicted the things: 8 Omit contradicting ; 9 Blasphemed ; 10 And ; 11 Spake out boldly ; 12 Be;
18 Thrust; 4 Eternal; 15 For o light; 16 Uttermost part: 17 As; 18 God; 19 Spread abroad; 20 Urged on;
21 Women of nonourable estate ; ¢ Stirred up a ; 23 Cast ; 24 Borders,

EXPLANATION .

Qonnection—From Cyprus * Paul and his com-
pany” (ch. 13:13) passed over to the mainland,
landing at Perga, & marshy, fever-stricken coast (it
was summer), and pushed upward into the wild,
mountainous region of Pisidia. Tt was likely in
these highlands that the perils of 2 Cor. 11: 23-27 were
encountered, It was & turbulent district, and we
may be on the lookout for adventures and escapes.
Antioch was the chief city, and the synagogue there
Paul’s first preaching place. His words of love and
warning (ch, 13: 17-41) are summec up in vs. 38-41,

43. When the congregation was broken up 3
when church was out. Religious (devout) prose-
1ytes. A ‘“proselyte” is originally onc who arrives
at a place, a stranger; hence, one who comes over to
another faith. Followed ; eager to hear more of
the crucified Jesus. To continue in the grace of
God; as Barnabas had exhorted at Antioch in Syria
(11:23). They had already the beginnings of the
**work of grace” in their hearts, the first sparks of
the heavenly flame.

44,45. Almost the whole city ; following pro-
bably on a week's diligent work among the people.
(Compare ch. 20: 20.) The preaching had *caught
on.” Saw the multitudes. So great popularity
was too much for the Jews; besides, the presence of
the Gentiles angered these ‘‘dog-in-the-manger"
people. Filled with envy; “boiling over,” the
word means. Spake against. Right enough it is
to maintain one’s own view, if done in the right
spirit. Blaspheming: cursing thie name of Jesus
and abusing the apostles.

46, 47. Waxed bold; & fine touch, like the
bursting out of a fire. It was necessary . . first
. . toyou. Jesus *came unto His own,” John 1:11,
His personal ministry was amongst His own, Matt.
15: 24. His apostles were to begin with Israel first,
Acts1: 8, Judge yourselves unworthy. Itwas
not their Lord’s fault, but their own, that the Jews
were passed by. 'We turn to the Gentiles. Illus-
trated.by the parable of the wedding, Matt. 22: 1-10.
So . . commanded us. Paulrefers to Isa, 49: 6;
Luke 2: 52, Jesus foretold this coming of the Gen-

tiles, Matt. 8: 11,12,

48. The Gentiles . . were glad; as was the
Syro-pheenician woman (a Gentile), when she got
some of the *‘crumbs” which fell “from their
Master's table,” Matt. 15: 27, 28. Glorified the
word of the Lord. Gloried in it and by accepting
it and living it, made it glorious in the eyes of others,
Titus2: 10. Ordained to eternal life. The word
‘‘ordained " signifies “marshalled, placed in rank,”
and much ingenuity has been expended in softening
its meaning. Man is certainly free to choose, and
God’s invitations and grace extend to all, butsuch
plain statements as that of this verse and of Rom,
8: 29, 30, show that, however little we understand it,

e
Cain of Antioch in Pisidia

it is God's choice of men first, rather than their choice
of God, that leads them to believe the Gospel.

50-52. The Jews . . raised persecution.
Womnen had unusual prominence in Antioch and the
neighboring cities. One had even been appointed
‘‘ruler of the synagogue*” in Smyrna. The men were
to be reached through them, Coast; town limits,
Shook off the dust (See Matt. 10: 14); which
means, * further intercourse is atanend.” SoChrist
had commanded them to do as & testimony (Matt.
10 : 14) not in anger, but to show them that they did
not leave them willingly to go to ruin, but the blame
must rest upon themselves. Filled with joy and
with the Holy Ghost ; the one followed the other
naturally (Gal. §:22). Persccution and joy in the
Holy Ghest often go hand in hand. (1 Thess.1:6; 1
Pet.4:14; 2Cor. 8:2,)




ks

GOLDEN TEXT
Acts 13: 38. Through this man {s preached unto
you the forgiveness of sina,
DAILY READINGS
M. ~Acts 131 14-25, Paul in the synagogue.
2 -42, Paul's address,
Paul &t Antioch in Pisidia.
Turning to the Gentiles.
Would not hear,
Stony hearts,
Heart of unbelief.
CATECHISM
Q. 23. NWhat affices doth Christ exceule as onr
Redeemer ?
A. Christ, rs our Redeemer, executeth the oftices of
a prophet, of a priest, and of aking. both fn his estate
of humiliation and exaltation,

8. ~—Heb. 3:1-13.

Paul at Antioch in Pisidia

TIME AND PLACE

Immediately following the lesson of last Sabbath,
the sumimer of A.D, 46 or 47—Professor Ramsay says,
July. The cities of Antloch in Pisidia and Iconium;
consult mup for the places and the way thither.

LESSON PLAN
I. Enquirers, 43.

Jews and pro‘u.lytm

II, Opponents, 44-47
Envious Jews, who contradicted and blasphemed.

III. Belicvers, 48, 4!
Frorx among the desplced Gentiles.

IV. Persecutors, 50
The chief men nnd women of the city.
LESSON HYMNS
Book of Praise, 120; 444; 74 (Ps. Sel.); 00: 576 447,

FOR FURTHER STUDY

Juniors—Who travelled with Paul on his first
missionary tour? Where did they travel ? Where
did John Mark leave them? What does Paul after-
wards say of him? . (Col. 4 : 10; 2Tim. 4:11.) What
did Paul do on his first Sabbath in Antioch ?

43 What was the action of many of the Jews and
proselytes ?

44-47 \What happened on the second Sabbath?
How did the Jewsact? What was the reason? \What
spirit shown by Paul and Barnabas? Why was it
necessary? (Rom.1: 16;Luke 24: 47; Acts 3: 20.)
What had been said about the Gentiles? (Isa.49: 6.)
What command had Paul received? (Aects9: 15.)
Feter? (Acts1l: 16-18.)

48,49 Why did the Gentiles rejuice? Who be.
lieved? What was the result of the apostles’ visit?

50, 61 By whom wasa persecution begun ? Against
whom? What did they do? What command was
obeyedy (Matt. 10: 11.) Where was Iconium?

Seniors and the Home Department—Describe
the beginning of the first misionary journey. Why
Aid Paul take this journey 2 Who went with him?

Who was the preacher that first Sabbath ? (v. 16).
Of what doesheremind them? (vs. 16-22.) For what
were all Jews looking? How answered? (vs. 23-26.)
By whom had Christ been rejected 2 (vs. 27-29; Isa.
53:3.) How could Hercign if He were dead? (vs.
30, 81.) Whatdid this prove? (vs. 32-37.)

43 What is & “proselyte™? Of what is grace a
source? (Aets18:27; 15:11) To what necessary?
(Heb. 12: 28.)

44.47 How was the second Sabbath in Antioch
spent? What spirit filled the Jews? To what did it

lead? To what does it lead? (1 Pet, 2:1). What
defence made by Panl? On what grounds? Iow
full is the gospel ?

48, 49 How received by the Gentiles? What is
meant by *“ordained to eternal life 2

50-52 Who were the leaders in the persecution ?
What did it resultin? W hat were the different effects
of the gospel?

Prove from Scripture—That envy hinders God's
work.

Practical Points—1. The longest journey and
the greatest perils are none too much, if but souls be
soved at the end.

2, **Let Glasgow flourish by the preaching of the
Word * is the motto of the second city in Britain. It's
n wholesome sort of excitement when & whole city
comes together to hear the word of God.

3. It is nature’s law, as well as that of God as
revealed in His Word, that what we will not use, we
lose. Itisastrue of strength of lmb or quickness of
brain, as it is of the opportunity of eternal life. Young
people espeeially rhould be great users, and so great
gainers,

4. We should rejoice that our gospel is suited to alt
men and will yet rench all men. We should be
ashamed that we take so little interest in sending it
to them,

5. GGod's plans for us are infinitely wise and merci-
ful. The trouble i, that we are often so determined
not to fall in with them but to have our own way.

6. Abuse is a poor answer to an argument. It is
generally resorted to by those who feel that they have
no solid ground.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. By what route did Paul reach this Antioch?

2. ITow were his Sabbaths spent?

3. What led to his turning to the Gentiles? . .
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54 Paul at Lystra

Lesson IX.

PAUL AT LYSTRA

June 1, 1902

Acts 14 : 8-19.  Study Aets 14 : 822, Commit to memory vs. 8-10.  Read Acts14.

. 8 And there sat a certain man at Lys'tra, impotent
in his feet, ) being a eripple from his mother's womb,
who never had walked :

9 The same heard Paul 2 speak : who 3 stedfastly
beholding him, and 4 perceiving that he had faith to
be $ healed,

10 Said with a loud voice, Stand upright on thy
feet.  And heleaped and walked.

11 And when the 6 people saw what Paul had done,
they hifted up their 7 voices, saying in the specch of
Lycao’nin, The gods are come down to us in the like-
ness of men,

12 And they called Bar'nabas, Ju'piter ; and Paul,
8 Mercu'rius, beeause he was the chief speaker.

13 9 Then the priest of Ju’piter, 10 which was before
their citv, brought oxén and garlands unto the gates,
amd would have done sacrifice with the 1t people,

14 Which when the apostles, IFarnabas and Paul,
heard of, they rent their 12 clothes, and 13 ran in

among the 14 people, crying out, i

15 fnd saym p Slrs, whg do ve these things? We
140 are men of fike pasPons with yon, and 15 preach
unto you that you shou.. turn from these !¢ vanities
unto the living God, 37 which made heaven and
carth, and the sea, and all 18 things that arctherefn :

16 Who in 12 times past suffered all 20 nations to
walk in their own ways. ) )

17 21 Nevertheless he left not himself v ithout wit-
ness, in that he did good, and gave 22us rain from
heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling 2 our hearts with
food and gladness.

18 And with these sayings scarce restrained they
tgc 2¢ people, that they had not done sacrifice unto
them.

19 And there came 25 thither cerfain Jews from
An‘tiochand Ico'nium, 26 who persuaded the2s pen{:kx,
and, having stoned Paul, 28 drew him out of the city,
supposing 29 he had been dead.

Revised Version—! Omil being : 2Speaking ; 3 Fastening hiseyes upon : 4Seecing; s Made whole: 6Mul-
titiede ; 7 Vaice : 8 Merenry - 9 And ; 10 Whose temnple was before thecity ; 11 Multitudes; 12Garments ; 13 Sprang
forth ; 14 Multitude ; 15 Bring vou good tidings; 16 Vain things: 17 Who made the heaven and the earth,
1 That in_ themn is; 19 The generations gone by; 20 The ; 2 And&'ct: 23 You from heaven rains; 23 Your:

24 Muititudes from doing: 23 Jewe thither: 26 And having; 37 Mul

he was dead.

tude, they; 28 And dragged him; 29 That

EXPLANATION

Connection—Driven out of Antioch {13:50), Paul
and Bamnabas went to Iconium, some sixty miles
away, and there preached Jesus, Theie were con-
verts and persecutions (14: 1, 2), but they held their
wround, finally thinking it best to go on further
(VS 37 ).

8. Lystra ; a city with a small cultured Greek
and Roman arcle and a great mass of ignomntand
superstitious barbarians.  Sat; probably in the
market place. Impotent (powerless) in hi s feet 5
awetl-known and life-long eripple. There could be
nosham in the cure,

9, 0. Heard Paul speak. Evidently the truth
found a lodgmentin hisheart. Had faith. To have
faith in, or to trust, Jesu, is the way to have Hian
help us, With a loud voice; so that every e
might hear. Leaped ; sprang up with a bound ;
and walked ; kept walking,

11. What Paul had done. They did not know
that it was by Jesus’ power. In the speech of
Lycaonia ; the province in which Lystra was. They
understood Greek, in which Paul had spoken, but
under the exeitement, had fallen back on their own
language, which Paul would not understand. The
gods are come down. They told a silly story in
that part of the country of twa gods, Jupiter and
Mereury, comiug down to stay with Baucis and
Philemon, (Compare 28: 6,)

12,13. Barnabas, Jupiter; the king of the gods,
Bamabaswasthe eller. Paul, Mercuriusg; because
of his preaching powers.  Mereury was Jupiter's
spokesman.  The priest of Jupiter ; of Jupiter's
temple which was efore the gates of their city.
Oxen; toslay insaerifice. Garlands; with which
the sacrifices were adomed. Tato the gates; of
the city, of the temple, or of the house where the
aposties ledged,

14, 15. Rent thair clothes ; among the Jews a
sign of intensegricf. These vanities ; the constant

01d Testament way of speaking of idols (Deut. 32 21;
Jer.10: 8; 14: 22).

16-19. The *living God ' mentioned in v. 13
shouws His power also in His care of men,  * He is the
personal and living guide of the race.” Scarce
restrained they the people; so blinded were these
by superstition. Persuaded the people. Ignorant
people are apt to Le casily led, and led astray.  (Com.
pare 28: 6.) Stoned Paul., Not the legal Jewish
punishiment, which would be outside the city ; but a
rough hurtling of stones, inob vivlence, within thecity.

Jupiter and Mercury

Paul was not killed. Nor did the disciples forsake
him, v. 2. But hie departed elsewhere for a time,
returningagain threugh the same citics and finally to
Antioch (vs. 20-25).

*‘Thisis the sort of treatment all who are loyal to
Christ may expeet in this Ged-hating world (perhaps
not stones, but hani, cruel words), 2 Tim. 3: 12; John
15° 18-20. But there are abundant compensations,”
2Tim. 2: 12; Rom. 8: 18; Matt. 5: 1012



Paul at Lystra

¢ GOLDEN TEXT

2Tim. 2: 8. Thou therefors endure hardness, as o
good soldier of Jesus Christ.

DAILY READINGS
M. —Acts 14 : 818, .
T Acts 14+ 19-28. Paul at Lystra.
God made known.

WV, —Acts 17 ; 2231,
God manifest in His works,

\
Th—Rom. 1 :14-23.
F. —2 Tim. 3:10-17. * The Lord delivered.”

8. —2Cor. 11 : 21-30. Persecutions.
S. —Rom. 8: 8-1s. The glory to follow.
CATECHISM

Q. 24. How doth Christ cxceute the office of a prophe! ?
A. Christ executeih the oftice of a pruphet in reveal-

It
Jt

ng to us, by his word and Spirit, the will of God for
our salvation.
TIME AND PLACE
Following upon lesson VIII,, A.D. 48 or 49. The
chief incident 18 at Lystra, with glimpses of Ieonjum,
Derbe and the region ronnd about.

LESSON PLAN
I. A Wonderful Cure, 8-10.
Of & cripple who had never walked,
II. A Foolish Worship, 11-18.
Of the apostles by the excited populace.
. A Fierce Attack, 19.
By those same people on the apostles.

LESSON HYMNS

Bouk of Praise, 252; 263; 49 (Ps. Sel.y, 236 ; 260 ; 2.

FOR FURTHER STUDY

Juniors—Where was Paul at this time? What
was he doing? Who were among his converts? (ch.
16:1, 2 Thn.1.5.) Did Timothy know of Paul's
perseentions? (2 Tim. 3: 10, 11,)

8-10 Whom qid Paul sce at Lystra? Where was
he? Why there? How long had he been & cripple ?
“What did Paul notice about the man? How did he
know this? In whom did the man believe? What
miracle did Paul perform? How complete was the
cure?

11,12 What effect had the miracle upon the peo-
ple? What language had Paul spoken in? How did
they treat Barnaubas and Paul? What do miracles
show forth? (Johmn 9:3.) By whose power werc
they performed? (Matt. 10: 1; Rom. 15:19.) What
required by these who perform them? (Juhn 14,12,
Acts3:16; 6:8.)

13, 14 What honors would the people have done?
How were the apostles affected ?

15-17 Whom did they wish to honot ! What Jid
they say to the people?

18, 19 How was Paul treated? What hrought
about this change?

Seniors and the Home Department—\What
place did Paul and Bamabas Icave? To what place
did they go? In doing so what command did they
obey? (Matt.10:23.)

8-10 Upon whom did Paul perform a 1riracle?
Relate the incident.  What other miracles did Paul
do?  (Acts I3:11316:18;28:5:28:8.) Of what
are miracles an evidence? (Mark 16:20.) To what
should they lead? (Johm 20: 30, 31.)

11, 12 How was this miracle received? What
names given to the apostles? Why these names?

13, 14 \What was done by the priest? For what

purpose? What did the apostles think of it? (Eph.
4:17.)

15-17 What is the chief thought mn what JPaul
said? How had God shown Mis goodness?

18, 19 What treatment did Paul receive? How
was it borne? (Golden Text.) What has God
promiscd for this warfare? (Ps.118:13; 2Cor.7 5,
6, 2 Tim.4:17.) By what route did they return to
Antioch? (vs, 20-25.)

Prove from Scripture—That obedicnce brings
reward.

Practical Points—1. Timothy was a Lystra toy
(ch.16:1). As a lad he likely saw this miracle of
healing, which revealed to him the Messiah—Christ
the Lord—about whom he had been taught in his
home (2 Tim. 3.15). Hc was witness probably also of
the stoning of Paul, and this made him an heroie ser-
vant of Christ, su that when Faul returned six years
later (16 . 1) he found him ready for service.

2. How much faith did it require *to be healed ™"
How much faith does it require to be saved? Idle
questions. A\ siugle touch of ter finger healed the
woman in the crowd (Matt. 9). A siugle question
saved the thief on the cross (Luke 23).

3 How complete are Christ’s cures.

** He breaks the power of cancelled sin,
He sets the prisoner free;

His blood can make the vilest clean—
His blood avails for me.”

4. The apostles could stand rough usage. That is
hard to bear. They could also stand flattery ; which
is much harder.

5. God’s withess of Himsclf! Think of it—in every
raindrop that falls from the sky, in every stalk of
waving grain.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. What work of power and erey wrought at Lystra? |

2. How did the people show their {ull.}".'

3. How did the apostles show the grace that was in them?, | ..

Avmi .

e e
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56 The Council at Jerusalem

Lesson X.

THE COUNCIL AT JERUSALEM

June §, 1902

Acts 15 : 22:33.  Commiit to memory vs. 30-32.  Read Acts 15.

22 Then 1pleased it the apostles and 2elders, with
the whole churceh, to 3send chosen men of their own
company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas:
namcly, Ju'das 4surnamed Barsabas, and Si las, chief
wmen among the brethren @

23 And they wrote letters by them after this man-
ner; The apostles and 6¢lders and Lrethren sond
greeting unto the brethren which are of the Gen'tiles
in An'tiech and Syrin and Cili'cia: 7

24 Forasmuch aswe have heard, that certain which
went out from us have troubled you with words, sub.
verting your souls, 8saying, Ye must be circumeised,
and Keep the law: to whomn we gave no 9such com-
mandment :

25 It seemed good unto us, 10being assembled with
one accord, to 11 send choseh men unto yYou with our
beloved Barnabas and Paul,

26 Men that have hazarded their lives for the name
of our Lord Je'sus Christ,

27 We have sent therefore Ju'das and Si‘las, who
12shall also tell you the samne things by 13 mouth.

2% For jt seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us,
to lay upon you no greater burden than these neces-
sury things:

29 That ye abstain from 14meats offered to idols,
and from blood, and from things strangled, and from
fornication : from which if ye keep yourselves, tay ¢
shall do well.  Fare ye well. )

30 So when_they were dismissed, they came 16to
An‘tioch: and 17when they had gathered the multi-
tude together, they delivered the epistle:

31 18 I{hick when they had read, 19 they rejoiced for
the consplation. )

32 And Ju'das and Si‘las, being prophetsalso them-
selves, exhorted the brethren with many words, and
centirmed them.

33 And after they had 20tarried there a space, they
were 21 let go in peace from the brethren unto 22the
apostles.

Revised Version~—1It scemed good to ; 2The: sChoose men out of their company, to Antioch ; 4 Called
Bamsubbus: $ Thus by them; 6 The elder brethren unto ; 7 Greceting : * Umd ar far as law ; 9 Gmut such ; 10 Having
eome to : 11 Choose out men and send them, 12 Themselves also shall, 13 Word of muuth, 14 Things sacriticed ,
151t shall be well with you, 16Down; 17 Having, 18And; 9It; 0Spent some time there; 2! Dismissed,

EXPLANATION

22 Those that had sent them forth,

Cornection—The church at Antioch, which was
rejoicing with Paul and Bamabas in the ingathering
of the Gentiles (eh. 14: 27), was soon disturbed as to
whether Gentiles must be circumcised if they would
be Christinns (15: 1). Paul and Barnabas fought
this teaching vigorously (v. 2) and the matter finally
was referred to the “apostles and elders™ at Jeru-
salem for judgment (V. 2), Paul and Barnabas being
the messengers.  After their case wus stated and
considered (vs, 4-18) it was agrecd that circumcision
should not be exacted (v, 19), and further:

22. To send chosénmen. This was the decision
of the whole church,
office-bearers and
members. The brethren
chace as a deputation
two men, Judas
Barsabas, perhaps o
brather of Joseph Bar-
has, (eh, 1: 23) and
Silug, who afterwards
Leeame  Panl's  com-
panion and  fellow-
worker, V. 40,

28, 24. And they
wrote letters; to
<end with these mes
sengens. Note that the
brethren were juined
with the apostles
and elders in the
letter. The method was thoroughly Prestiyteriun. An-
tioch,cte.; the whale region of the missionary Iabors
of Pauland Barnktwe. Subverting your souls; up-
setting your minds. Ye must be circumecised ;
that is, to be Christirns and e saved. No such
commandment. Though it had came down from
Abtraham or before (Gen. 17: 1M they will net
{uree it om outsiders,

25-27. Assembled with one accord ; "having

An Eastern Letter Writer

come to one accord ” {Rev. Ver.) That have haz-
arded their lives; and therefore are no mere jelly-
fish men, casily swayed. Tell you the same things
by mouth ; then, as now, the best way to manage a
difticult business is usually fuce to face.

28, 29. Seemed good to the Holy Ghost:
who had so showit by blessing uncircumcised Gentile
as well as circumcised Jew. And to us. They had
discerned the Spirit’s teaching on the point. These
necessary things. Some of them nccessary to
prevent sing others to preserve good will between
Jew and Gentile believers. Meats offered to idols
implied participation
in Idol worship; licen-
tiousness was also
close-joined to this, as
well as being a sin in
itaelf. The cating of
blood or of things
strangled (and there-
fore retaining the
blood) was an offence
to theJew (Lev. 3:17;
17: 10-14), and must be
abstained from for
courtesy’s sake.

80-38. The deputa-
tion and letter accom-
plished their object.
Good-will wasrestored,

v. 31, and the church
further strengthened by the ministrations of Judas
and Kilns, The trenble at Antioch in the long run
wrought good, for as Peloubet remarks, ** Heresies
and false doctrines occasion the true doctrine to be
more carcfully discussed and to cast off inperfee-
tiong, and to stand out clearer and brighter than
cver. This has been the result of the great doctrinal
conflicts in the church,” When the storm has passed,
the truth hias been found more deejdy rooted.



The Council at Jerusalem

GOLDEN TEXT

Gal, 5: 1, Stand fast, therefore, in the lberty

wherowith Christ hath made us free.
DAILY READINGS
M. —Acts 15:1-11, Disputing among brethren.
T, —Acts 15:12:21, Words of pence,
W, —Acts 15 2233, The_couneil at Jerusalem.
Th.—Gal. 2:1-10. Paul‘s reference.
F. -Gal. ¢:7-18. The new creature.
S, —Phil. 2 :1-11, Loss for Christ.
8. —Gal. 5:1-14, Liberty to serve.
CATECHISM

Q. 26. How doth Chrizst cxecute the office of a pricst?

A. Christ executeth the office of a priest in his once
offering up of himsell a sacrifice to satisfy divine
justice, and reconcile us to God ; and in making con-
tinual intercession for us,

b
-3

TIME AND PLACE
Peloubet suys ** About A, D, 50, as generally agreed.
But Mctiffert shortens all dates and places itat 4,
44; Harnack and Blass in 47.""  The place. Antioch
in Syrin where the dispute arose, and Jerusalem
where it was settled,

LESSON PLAN

I. A Deputation, 22.

‘I'wo chief men from among the brethren,
II. A XLetter, 2329, .

Containing the deeision of the couneil,
IIT. A Visit, 30-33.

Which brought comfort and goodwill.

LESSON HYMNS
Book of Praize, 2263 105 (Ps. Sel. ) 2183 119; 532 533,

FOR FURTHER STUDY

Juniors—22, 23 How many years after Paul's
conversion did he go to Jerusalem? (Gal, 2: 1)
Whom did he take with him? What wes the object
of his journey ? What question was to be settled?
(Ch.15: 5.) Before whum was the subject brought
up? At this council howinany of the twelve disciples
of Christ are named ?

24 By whom had the apostles Leen annoyed?
How doves Paul speak of themn? To what law is
teference made ?

25-27 Why were Barnabas and Paul sent? What
promises given? (Matt. 5: 11, 12.) Who are now
sent to Antioch? By what other name was Silas
known? (2Cor.,1:19; 1 Thess.1:1; 1 Pet. 5:12.)

28, 29 Under whose influence was the couneil?
To what resuit were they led? What things were
to be avoided? Why?

80-38 Where did they go? What caused the re-
joicing? What further work did Judas and Silas do?
What followed ?

Seniors and the Home Department—22, 23
What question was to be settled by Paul and Barva-
bas on this visit to Jerusalem? What did many
Jewish Christians contend? (Ch. 15: 1-5.) What is
known of Barnabas? (Acts4: 35; 11:22) On what
oceasions did he accompany Paul? (Acts 11: 30; 12:
231 Cor. 9: 6.) What was the subject of their con-
versation? (Aets15:36.) Whatwas hiserror? (Gal.
2:13.) On what oceasion did Silas go with Paul?
(Acts15:10,19; 17: 4.)

24-29 Who took part in the council at Jerusalem 2
What was its decision on the question sulmitted ?

Who abolished the ceremonial law? (Eph. 2: 15;
Col. 2: 14.) What was the result? (Gal.5:3.) By
whom is Christian liberty conferred? (Rom.3$:15:
John §:32.) By whom confirmed? (Juhn 8: 36.)
By whom procluimed? (Luked.1s.) Whatis Chris
tian liberty? (1 Cor. 7:22; Gal. 3:13; Heb. 2:15;
1 Cor.9:19.) What hasitbeencalled? (Rom. 8:21.)

30-83 After the council was dismissed, where
did Saul and Barnabasgo? How were they and the
church at Antioch comforted ?

Prove irom Scripture—Tha! kind words are
helpful.

Practical Pointg—1. It is much easier to raise a
disturbance than to quict it again.

2. The smaller the needle point, often the more irri-
tating it is.

3. People have much to answer for who stir up bad
feeling over some point that does not matter one way
or another.

4. Youug men for war, old me 1 for council,

5. It is & great honor to be a peace-maker.

6. What medal or even Victoria Cross can equal the
badge affixed to Judas Barsabas and Silas (v. 26)—
¢ Men that have hazarded thelr lives for the gospel.™

7. ItisChristlike to abstain from even lawful things,
if by so doing we keep others from stumbling.

8. It was perhapsas imuch owing to the spirit of the
deputation as to the wanldsof the letter, that peace
came, A ‘‘peace maker’ is a man of power.

9. We get good as well as do good in Christian
work. This visit of Silas to Antioch made him a
missionary (vs, 34, 40).

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

L What part did Peter take in the couneil?. . .

2. What jart did Jumes take?

b e g A
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58 Paul Crosses to Europe

Lesson X1.

PAUL CROSSES TO EUROPE

June 15, 1902

Acts 16: 6-15. Commit to memory vs. 9, 10. Read Acts 16: 1-5.

6 1 Now when they had gone throughout Phryg'in
and 2 the region of Gala’tia, and 3 were forbidden of
the Holy Ghost to 4 preach the word in A’sia,

7 5Afterthey were come 6to Mys'ia, they assayed to
go into Bithyn’/in: 7but thespirit suffered them not.

8 And they passing by Mys'in came down to Tro'as.

9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the night;
There 8 stood & man of Macedo’nia, 9and prayed him,
saying, Come over into Macedo'nia, and help us.

10 And 1oafter he had seenthe vision, 11 immediate-
ly we cndeavoured togo into Macedo’nia, 12assuredly
gathering that the Lord bad called us for to preach
the gospel unto them.,

11 13 Therefore loosing from Tro’as, we 14 carae with
a straight course to 15 Samothra’cia, and the 16 next
day to Neap'olis;

12 And from thence to Phil'ipp(, which is 17 the
chief city of that part of Macedo’nia, and a colony :
and we were in 18 thaf city 19 abiding certain days,

13 And on the sabbath, 20we went 2t out of the city
by a river side, where 22 prayer was wont to be made;
and we sat down, and spake unto the women which
23 resorted thither,

14 And a certain woman named Lyd'ia, a seller of
of purple, of the city of Thyati'ra, 2¢ which wor-
shipped God, heard us; whose heart the Lord opened,
25 that she attended unto the things which were
spoken of Paul.

15 And when she was baptized, and her household,
she besought us, saying, If ye have judged me to be
faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide
there. And she constrained us.

Revised Version—! And they went through the region of: 2Omit the region of: 3 Having bheen;
4Spesk ;¢ And when ; 6 Qver against; 7 And the Spirit of Jesus; ¥ Was; 9 Standing, beseeching him and say-
ing : 10 \WWhen; Straightway we sought to go forth ; 12 Concluding that God ; 13Setting sall therefore ; 14 Made;
15 Samothrace ; 16 Day following : 13 A city of Macedonia, the fizst of the district, & Roman colony ; 18 This;
19 Tarrying ; 20 Day : 21 Forth without the gates; 22 We supposed there was a place of prayer; 23 Were come

together; 24 One that; 25 To give heed.

EXPLANATION

Connection—We are now entering on what is
known as Paul's second missionary journey,.ch.15:
34-11. He visited no doubt Damascus, where he had
found the Saviour, and Tarsus, his birth-place, and
then crossing the Taurus mountains by the wild pass
known as the Cilician Gates, he came to Derbe and
Lystra. Silas had been with him from thestart, 15:
In. e takes Timothy at Lystra (16: 1-3), and con-
tinues his juurney, vs. 4, 5.

6-8. Now . . they . . were forbidden. A
map is necessary to follow the route. They had gone
throughout Phrygia and Galatia, upland pro-
vinces of Asia Minor, and would have turned sougy

__./";__/'J;__,_,:.: :,_.,:-.v-"' _" S

An Ancient Ship
into Asia, a province onthe Meditermancan coast,
but were nnt allowed by the Holy Ghost. Just
how He informed them, we do not know. They
went, instead, westerly to Mysia and assayed to
g0 north into Bithymia, on the shore of the Black
Seg, but agrin the Spirit hindered, so that passing
by, or through Mysia without stopping, they came
down to Troas, & scapert towh atalmost the nearest
point to Eurey«e.

9. A visfon . . in the night; a new way of
leading for Paul and & new dinetion to go, A man
of Macedonia; the provinee in Europe directly
across the JEgean archipelago. Como over .« « and

help usg; a plea that the church has never since
been able entirely to resist,

10. Immediately. Paul, soldier-like, took the
vision for his unders. Note that Luke says wo here
for the first time. It was at Troas likely that he
joined the party. Assuredly gathering; being
perfectly convineed that the c¢all was from God.

11, 12. Loosing; setting sail. Samothracia ;
an island with great cliffs and mountains, half way
to Napolis, the seaport of Philippi, which lay
about ten miles inland. It was 3 Roman colony,
governed, thercfore, by its own senate and magis.
trates, “aminiature likeness'”” of the great Rome itself,
Thence to Philippi. *.About ten miles from
Neapolis, on the river Gangites, named after Philip
of Macedon, who built the city. Nearit were famous
oldmines. Ithasiong since disappeared. Theadjacent
plainismemorableinRoman history asthe place where
the battle was fought between the Republicuns under
Brutus and the followers of Antony and Augustus

13, 14. Out of the city. Not finding & syna-
gogue in the city, they searched by the xiverside,
where (Rev. Ver.) we supposed there was a
place of prayer, that is, a temporary structure for
worship. It is not long since no Protestant place of
worship was permitted taside the gates of Rome,
The women. Were -there no men worshippers?
It would scem not. A seller of purple ; fine purple
fabrics. Thyatira, on the borders of Lydia in Asia
Minor, was famous for its purple dyes and purple
fabrics. Worshipped God ; a devout Jewess or
Jewish proselyte. Whose heart the Lord opened.
**Saleation is of the Lord.”” Like Corneliug, Lydia
had been longing and sceeking for God's way of peace.
It came to her suddenly but very gently, Contrast
v, 29, 30.

15. Baptized. She was ready immediately to
acknowledge her Saviour,  Come into my house
and abide. Her heart was opened not only to
doctrine, but to Christian hospitality. (See Rom,
12:13; 1 Pet. 4: 9.)



Paul Crosses to Europe 59

. GOLDEN TEXT
Acts22: 15. Thoushalt behiswitnessuntoallmen,
DAILY READINGS
M., —Acts 16 : 6-15. Paul crosses to Europe.
T, —Acts 16 : 1624, Cast into prison,
W,—Aets 16: 2534, The juiler converted,
Th.—~Acts 26 11223, Obedience to the call.
F. =2 Cor. 2: 1217, Reference to the journey
8, —Ezek, 11 1 14-20. The opened heart.
8. —Phil. 4:1-9, Letter vo Philippi.
i CATECHISM

Q. 28. How doth Christ execule the ofiice of a king ?

A. Christ executeth theoflice of a king in subduing
us to himself, in ruling and defending us, and in
restraining and conquering all his and our enemices.

D TIME AND PLACE

.D. 51, Paul's second misstonary tour began and
continued three or four years. T’)'ve p)nccg in th(c
lesson, various points in Asla, then Troas, the jour-
ney to Burope—lastly Phiiippl in Macedonia,

LESSON PLAN
I. Forbidden ofthe Spirit, 6-8,

To go further east in Asin.

II. Answeringa Call, 9-12.
To cross over into Kurope.

IIx. Roaping First Fruits of Labor, 13-15,
In Philippi, a city of Macedomm,

LESSON HYMNS
Book of Praise, 515; 567; 589: 252; 413; 561.

FOR FURTHER STUDY

Juniors—1.5 Who jointed Paul and Silas? At
whet pluce? What is known of Timothy’s parents?
(See also 2 Tim. 1:5.) How had he heen trained?
(2Tim. 5:15.) What cercmony did Paul perform?
When was it instituted ? (Gen.17: 10.) When abol-
ished? (Gal. 5: 2, 6, 11.)

6-8 To what places were the apostles forbidden to
g0? By whom? To what place were they led?

9,10 By whom are visions sent? (Ps, §9: 19; Acts
2:17.) What vision appeared to Paul? Who ap.
peared? What did hesay? What response did Pau.
make?

11-.18 Whence did they sail? Where did they
go? Whose command obeyed? What was the enief
city of Macedonia ? What is meant by a *colony **?
To whom wasthe first Christian sermon in Europe
preached? Who were the preachers? Where was
the meeting held? Who was the first convert ?

14,15 Where was Lydia’s home ? Why was she
in Philippi? What happcned while Paul was preach-
ing? Mow did she show her hospitality? Of what
is hospitality a test? (1 Tim. 5: 10.)

Seniors and the Home Department—1-5
WhometatLystra? On what oceasions did Timothy
accompany Paul? (Acts 17: 14, 15; Rom. 16:21: 2
Cor. 1: 1,19.) How was he encouraged? (2 Tim. 1:
2-6.) Why was Timothy circumcised ?

6-8 What instructions were given to the apostles
by the Holy Spirit? Sketch a map showing position
of the five places here mentioned.

9,10 Relate the vision secen by Paul. How docs
the same cry come to us to-day? Why should we
obey it? (Matt. 28: 19.) Iow was Paul cncouraged

toovey?

11-18 How did they reach Europe? Where did
they ereet the gospel standard? What are the six
special points about the first Christiun  serron
preached In Europe ?

14, 15 Whose conversion followed? Iow did she
manifest it? How did she show her faith and
charity 2 What events followed this preaching ? (vs,
16, 18, 23, 26, 34.)

Prove from Scripture--That the Lord dircels His
servants.

Practical Points—1. Timothy's opportunity came
to him unexpectedly, but he wasreadyforit, * Well
reported of.”  That's the best sort of testimoninl,

2. We aresurer of our path when God hinders us
than when He lets us take our own way.

3. It's well to be firm of purpos+; but never when
our purposes and God's conflict.

4. That Macedonian cry is ringing con the air day
and night still, if we would but take time and quict
to hear it.

5. What is our answer to the cry?

6. It was because the door of Lydia's heart was ac-
customed to swing open to God in prayer, that it
opened so readily to the message of Jesus,

7. *“A few women and four weather-beaten travel-
lers (Who were the four?) talking together by the
banks of the river*’ : butit was the beginning of the
gospel for Western Christendom. * The big trees of
California have very small seeds,”

8. The beginning of the new Jife in Lydia's heart was
as when au infant is wakened by the mother's kiss,

9. Lydia's Christianity was of the practical sorl.
Its first impulse wasto help the apostles and the work.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. For what purpose did the Spirit forbid Paul?,__

2 In what munner wasthe waymade clear? o oo e L

3. Tell about the first convert in Europe and her conversion. ... .. .

TR

KW

et ken

R e LAY o TN it e s R 3

v

TN




- — T -

1 alr——— i b an - ABE— U7 ol SN N b e b

60 Temperance Lesson

Lesson XII.

TEMPERANCE LESSON

June 22, 1902

Rom. 13 : 8-14. Commit to memory vs. 12-14.

8§ Owe no man 1any thing, but to love one another ;
for ho that loveth 2another hath fultilled the Jaw,

9 For this, Thou shult not commit adultery, Thou
shalt not klh, Thou shalt not steal, 3 Thou shalt not
bear false witness, Thou shall not covet; and if there
b any other commandment, it is 4 briefly compre-
hended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself. .

10 Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: 5 therefore
love is the fulfilling of the law.

11 And 6that, knowing the 7time, that now it is

high time #to awake out of sleep. for now 9is our
sulvatiun nearver 0 than when we 31 belicved.

12 The night is far spent, 13 the day isat hand : let
us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us
puton the armour of light.

_1:} Iet us walk honestly, as in the day: not in
15 rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and
wantonness, not in strife and 14 envying.

14 But put yeon the Lord Jesus Christ, and make
not provision for the flesh, to fuldl the lusts thercof.

Revised Version—! Anything suve; 2His neighbour; 3Thou shalt nc  benr false witnes i
4 Summed up in this word ; s Love therefore is thie fultilment ; 6 This; ¥ Scason ; 8 For you ; :?),,,,z 0:;;? ;w:,uf;::

1 First; 12And ; 13Rebelling ; 14Jealously.

EXPLANATION

Introduction—Paul’s letter to the Romans was
written about seven years after tee events of our last
lesson. The first eleven chapters siuw how men dead
in sin may be mad¢ alive in Christ Jesus; and then
{ollow five chapters, the outcome of this new life in
practical well-doing. From one of these chapters
this Temper-
ance lesson
comes.,

8, 9. Owe
no man any-
thing. Keep
out of debt.
This does not,
however, for-
bid credit
transactions,
for such debts
are temporury
and are to be
strictly paid
when due.
But to love
one another.
Leave no debt
undischarged,
savewhatBen-

o el calls, “the
> undying debt
of love.”
Hath fulfilled the law; of man’s duty to man,
Matt. 22 :39. If there be any other command-
ment. There is none other, so jar s man's duty to
his fellowman is concerned. Briefly compre-
hended ; summed up. Love thy neighbour as
thyself. ‘‘If love ruled on earth, carth would be
heaven, for it is love that makes heaven heaven.™
(Schaufller.)

10, 11. Love worketh mo ill. Rcead Pauls
matchless deseription of what love will suffer and do,
1 Cor. 13—** The Psalm of Love.” If men only really
Joved their wives and children, they would not
harm thewr, nor shame them, nor make them poor,
by drnnking. And that, knowing the time;
realizing the naturc and character of the period in
which we live. High time to awaks, Sleep is
the condition of indifference. The time demands
wakefulness and cnergy. For now is our salva~

tion nearer; that is, the fina) and perfect salvation
at coming again of our Lord and Saviour. The
apostles expected their Lord to returnspeedily.  Zeal
was to take fire at the prospect.

. 12. The night is far spent ; the season of Pagan
ignorance, immorality and wretchedness. The day
is at hand; the triumphs on earth of the Gospel
day and the final ““day of the Lord.” Let usthere-
fore. A knowledge which does not lead to action is
a dead knowledge. Cast off the works of dark-
ness. Evil loves thedark. Puvt on the armourof
light; not good deeds that will make a show like
the dress parade uniform, but the armour in which
the Prince of Light arrays His servants to fight His
battles against their own dark heartsand minds, and
n.guinst the dark doings of the world. For a descrip-
tion of this armour see Eph. 6 : 11, 13-17.

13. Honestly ; becomingly, decorously, As in
the day; ina way which we shall not be ashamed
tl.mt, any one shall know. The Twentieth Century
New Testament, which employs plain, every-day
English gives this verse thus: “As those who are
living in the light of day, let uslive honorable lives,
not indulging oursclves in drunkenness, nor in lust
and licentiousness, nor in quarrelling and jalousy."
Drankenness is a fruitful breeder of all the rest.

14. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ. Put
on His way of thinking and feeling and acting; put
on His very nature, for so He permitsand invites us to
do. IMake nct provision. for the flesh. Keep
the body in subjection, 1 Cor. 9:27. To fulfil the
lusts thereof. Even if the body craves for strong
drink or anything evil, we must not satisfy it. It is
by our higher nature that we are to be ruled, not our
lower, Rom. i2:2,

AN ILLUSTRATION

Pereis anillustration which may perhaps have its
Mmessnge : A story is current in the East of a wise
old sheik, who gave to a young Arab prince, from
whom he was about to part, a list of crimes and bade
him cheose the one which seemed least harmful.
The young man turned in horror from murder, theit,
and loss of virtue, and told the patriarch he would
choose intemperance. * You have chosen that,' said
the wise old man, * which will bring you a11."** “Je
who commits this sin,” said St. Augustine, * hecomes
the centre and slave of all sin.”
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., GOLDEN TEXT

Rom, 18 : 12. Let us therefore cast off the works of

darkness, and 16t us put on the armour of light.
, DAILY READINGS
M. —Rum. 13:8-14, The better way.
1, —James 4,110, Resisting evil.
W, — Paalm 24, Clean hands.
Th,—Psalm 119 : 1-16. The way of holiness.
F. —1 Peter 1: 13-25. Exhortation to holiness,
8, —: Cor. (:11-18, Boscparate,
S. —Row. 6:12-23, Freedom and life.
CATECHISM

Q. 7. Wherein did Christ’s humiliation consist ?

A. Christ’s humiliation consisted in his being born,
and that in & low condition, made under the law,
underguing the miseries of this life, the wrath ofGod,

and the cursed death of the cross; in being buried,
and continuing under the power of death for a time.

TIME AND PLACE
Paul’s cpistle to the Romans was written A.D. 58,
when Nero was Emperor, 1 was written from Corinth
at the close of Paul's three months’ residence there
mentioned in Act>20:3; 1 Cor. 16 : 6.

LESSON PLAN

I. Walkin Love, 8-10..

For love is the fultilling of the law.
II, Tiving in Light, 11-14. .

Casting off the works of darkness and putting on
tne Lord Jesus Christ.

LESSON HYMNS
Book of P’raise, 551; 532; 217; 520; 530; 225.

FOR FURTHER STUDY

Juniors—8 What two commands here given? To
whom? What is the Bible teaching about debt?
(Ps.37:21; Prov. 3:27,28; 22: 7.) By whom islove
to men commanded? (John 13: 34; 1 John 4: 2L.)
Who was the great example? (John 15: 12; Eph.
5:2.) Of what is it a fruit? (Gal 5:22) Mow
shown? (Jas, 1:27.)

9, 10 “Yhich commandments are here quoted ?
What is the Golden Rule?

11 Why were the commands given? When will
final salvation come?

12, 13 How arc ‘ darkness’” and *light” com-
pared? What are some of the works of darkness?
What does light represent?  (Ex. 10: 23; Isa, 9: 2
Who is *1light?” (Johm8:12;1John1:5.) How
is drunkenness described? (Gal. 5:2%; Isa. 28: 78
Luke 21:34.) To what does it lead? (Prov.21:17;
23:29.) From what does itexelude? (1 Cor.6:10.)

14 What is the only sure remedy? How can we
become Christ-like?

Seniors and the Home Department—8-10
What leads to the **love’ here spoken of? (1 Pet.
1:22,) Howisitdefined? (1Cor.13:4-7.) To what
is it necessary 2 (Prov. 15: 17.) Whatis s motive to
it? (1John4:10.) Of whatisitanevideuce? (John
13:35; 1 John 3:14.) Of what is it & bond? Col.
2:2; 3:14.) Whatis fultilled by love? (Gal.5: 11;
Jas. 2: 8.)

11, 12 What state is represented by the “night »?
By the *day*? What are the works of darkness?
(Eph. 5: 11; Isa. 292 13; Job 24: 14.) What should
bedone withthem? What worn by those who * walk
in the light? How is the “armour of God" de-
scribed? (Eph. 6:13-17; 2Cor. 6: 7; 1 Thess. 5: 8.

13, 14 Whatare Bible exhortations to temperance?
(Prov. 23: 1,2; 1 Cor. 9: 25; Eph. 5: 18; Titusl: 8;
2 Pet. 1:6.) What two things are compared? To
what is the flesh in opposition? (Rom. $: 1; Gal.
5:17.) What are the works of the flesh? (Rom.
7:5.) How should they be treated? (Gal.5:24.)
What is the best help? IHow can it be obtained ?

Prove from Scripture—That we must belike Christ,

Practical Pointy—1. Fear debtas youdo the devil.

2. Never forget that you owe love to all mankind
for your dear Master’s sake.

3. The Christian asleep is like the three disciples in
the Garden, failing in their duty to their Lord; or
like those three discipleson the mountof Transfigura-
tion, missing the glory.

1. It isnot enough to **cast ofi’’ a bad habit. We
must “‘put on’ a good one, for nothing is ever really
destroyed till it i replaced.

4. If we put on Christ, holding Him, as He loves to
be held, between usand every temptation, then shall
we not fail to overcome.

6, Form good habits youug.

** I took a piece of living clay,
And gently formed it day by day;
And moulded with my power and art
.\ voung child’s soft and yielding heart.

« I came again when years were gone—
1t was a man I looked upon ;
e still that carly impress wore,
And I could change him nevermore,*?
7. .\ law can be effective only as the people wish it
20, Every sturdy abstainer adds one to those who
make the abolition of the drink traflic more possible

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. What rule here given about deht ?

{s

e that loveth another huth fulfilled the law.™

Explain.,.,

3. What is meant by putting on the Lord Jesus Christ? © esemenneneemen -
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Lesson XIII.

.

That we musl preach the Gospel.

Quarterly Review—Second Quarter

REVIEW

Read Psalm 72,

GOLDEN TEXT

Luke 2: 32. A light to lighten the Gentiles, and
the glory of thy people Israel.

Th.—Acts 12: 1-19,
CATECHISM I, —Acts13:1-12,
Review Questions, 16-27. S, —Acts 14 : 822,
S, —Acts16:6-
PROVE FROM SCRIPTURE

M. —Acts9:1-20.
T, —Acts10: 84-48, Peter aud Cornelius,
W. —aActa11:19-30. The Church at Antioch,

June 29, 1902

DAILY READINGS
Saul of Tarsus converted.

Peter delivered from prison.

The carly Christian Missionaries,
Paul at Lystra.

15, Paul crosses to Europe.

LESSON HYMNS
Book of Praise, 550; 16 (Ps. Sel.) ; 583 ; 438 ; 576 ; 587,

Review Crnarr—Second Quarter

LESSON PLAN

STUDIES IN THE 1‘;00"5 LLsSON TITLE GOLDEN TEXT
OF THE ACTS }
I—Acts 9:1:12 . ...... sl of Tarsus Con-'l{epent,\'e.therofore, and
| verted. be converted, that your,
sinsmay be Dblotted out.
L . Acts3:19.
TL—Acts@ 3205, .. .. .. Peter, JEneas and Dor-{Jesus Christ maketh thee
cas, whole. Acts9:34.
ML—Acts 10: 3441 ... Peter and Cornelius.  'God is nho respecter of
persons, Acts10: 34,
i
IVi—dcts 110415 L. Gentiles Reeeived Into, Whosoever believeth on
; the Church. him shall receive re-
! mission of sins. Aets
i 10: 43.
. V.—aets 11:19-30, ... .)The Church at Antioch{The hand of the Lord
l in Syria. was with them; and a
great number believed
and_turned unto thel
Lord. Actsil: 21
Vie=dcets 12:1-0....... reter Delivered from Theangelof the Lord en-
) i Prison. campeth round about|
8 ' them that fear him
i and delivereth them.
| Ps.34: 7.
VIL—Aets13: 112, The_ Early ChristianGo ye therefore, and
Misslonarics. teach all nations. Matt.
: 25: 14,

; VHL—aActs13:43-52..  Paul at Antioch  in|/Through this man is

; | Psidia reached unto you the

1 orgiveness of sins,

; | Acts 13: 83,

’g IX.—Acts 141819, Paul at Lystra. iThou _ therefore endure

H hardness, . 1a §200d sol-

i dier of Jesus Christ. 2

! Tim. 2:3.

No—Aetg 1512233 ... The Council at Jern-:Stand fast, therefore, in:

1 ' salem, the liberty wherewith;
Christ hath made us

! i free. Gaul.5:1. :

XIL—acts 16: 6-15... ... Paul Crosses to Kurope.{Thou shalt be his witness

N | unto all men, Acts22;

{of ! 15.

: XIL—Romn. 13:514.... Temperance Lesson. {Let us therefore cast off
the works of darkness,
and let us put on the
‘]‘.‘;m?‘,mf light. Rom,

. 3: 12

For Each L&on—;.
3.

PSS

1. Saul's commission. 2. Sanl's con-
version. 3. Saul’s confession,

1. The palsied healed. 2. The dewd

raised up.

1. Peter's discover{. 2. Peter's mes-

sage. 3. Its result.

1. An investigation., 2. An explana-
tion.

1. A newcentre. 2. Anew leader. 3.
A new name. 4. .\ new charity.

1. James slain. 2, Peter imprisoned,
3. Peter delivered.

1. The missionarics set apart, 2. In
the field. 3. Under fire.

1. Enquirers. 2, Opponents. %, Be-

licvers, 4. Persecutors.

1. .\ wonderful cure, 2. A foolish

worship. 3. A fierce attack,

9,

1. A deputation, Adetter. 3. A
visit,

1. Forbidden of the Spirit. 2, Answer-
ing a eall. 3. Reaping first-fruits.

1. Walking in Jove. 2. Livingin light.

ASK YOURSELF

What is the title of the Lesson?
What is the Golden Text ?

Time? Place? The Les<on Plan?
What persons are mentioned ?

One truth I may learn from the lessen for my daily life,

Also—Say to yourself or get someone to hear you the Shorter Catechism for the Quarter.
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FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

[This leaf, with Record of Study, Offerings, and Attendanee on the other side may be detached, if so

Lesgon

Lesson

Lesson

Loesson

Lesson

Lesson

Lesszon

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

-

II.

IIT.

1V,

A

VI

VII.

VIIL

XI.

XII.

desired, by Members of the HoME DEPARTMENT,  See ofher pide.]

When, where and how was Saul of Tarsus converted ?

For what was Dorcas specially beloved ?

What is meant by *remission of sins””? How only may it be obtained?

How was Peter led to receive Gentiles into the Church ?

Describe Barnabas.

Name some of the errands of angels to earth, as recorded in Scripture.

Write a short note on the first ‘ foreign mission.’’

Give Paul’s reasons for ¢ turning to the Gentiies.”

What two extremes of treatment did Paul receive at Lysira?

What point was before the first Christian council? What was the decision?

Name the circumstances by which Laul was led to Europe.

What is meant by tlie armor of ““ght? Of what service is it ?
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SCHOLAR'S REGISTER
Avri-Jusg, 1902

{This Reeord, with questions for written answers on the other side of the page, may be detached for Quar.
terly Report by members of the HoME DEPARTY.ENT |

Name....oo coiiiiiien i L Address. ... . . ... . Cluss . ... ... .

PrEACHER TeXT

(=)
©
[=]
0
| S.S. ATTENDANCE
MEMORY VERSES
CATECHISM
TIME SPENT IN
LEsSON STUDY
CONTRIBUTIONS
ATTENDANCE

CHURCH

June 15........

Totals. . ......

Ervery reader of "Tug HosMe Strny QUanterLy should also be « yeader of Tae KiNg's OwN:
send jor sample. .

WHAT IS A DREAM?

Tell me your dreams, and I will read the riddle of your life. Tell me your prayers,
and I will write the history of asoul. Tell me your askings, and T will t¢ll you your get-
tings. Tell me what you seek, and I will tell you what you are. Ido not wish to know
vour possessions—only your wants. I care notto know what you have—keep it! Only
what you have not and desire to have ; not your attainments, but what you have not yet
attained, and follow after. That which comes to you in your visions by day and your
dreams by night, the ideal you set before you, the things which you approve as excellent,
what vou seek after and have given your heart to ; these are the measure of the man. In
a truer sense than Shakespeare meant, *“We are such things as dreams are made on.”
They have no price in the market, but they, and they alone, give worth and dignity to life.
—The Dream of Youth, by Hugh Black.
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There is only one Company in Canada which offers
Total Abstainers better rates of insurance than Non-
abstainers, although every Insurance Company acknow-
ledges that Abstainers are the better risks.
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