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A. & W. MACKINLAY,
Publishers, Booksellers and Stationers,

No. 10, Granville Street,
FHALIFAX, N, S.

Nave constantly on hand a farge assortment of

BOOKS & STATIONERY,
WHICH THEY OFFER ON LOW TERMS.
e ALS Qe

SOELOOL BOOKS,

viz:—Lennie’s Grammar; Carpenter’s, Murray’s and Mavor’s Spellings
Grey’s Anthmeuc, Tutors’ Assistant, Sullivan’s Grammar, &c.

EUAMBERE MATHEMATICAL BRINES,

: Anthon’s Classical Works, &c., &c.

[RISH NATIONAL SERIES OF SCHOOL BOOKS,

As follows :—First Book of Lessons, Second Book of Lessons, Third Book of Lessons,
Fourth Book of Lessons, Fifth Book of Lessons, First Book of Arithmetic,
Advanced do. Spelling "Book Su; perseded, Sullivan’s Geography Generalized,
Sullivan’s Small Gco"mphy, Sullivan’s Grammar.

MACKINLAY’S NEW MAP OF NOVA- SCOTIA,

|sEcoxp EpITION, mzvxsm)]

“Beautifully colored. 8ize—3 feet 3 inehes-by 2-feet 8 inches.
l?twn.\-—On Rollers, Varnished, $1:50 each; in Book ¥orm for Travellers, $1-each;
in shccxs, colorcd 75 cents.

MACKINLA‘Y Mar cmbraces Nova Scotia, Cape ‘Breton, Prince Edivard Island,.and
part 6f New Brunswick, and.has been prepared with the greatest care, cngravcd on
Gopper Plate by one of the best Enghah Artists.—Shewing. -all the common Roads
and leways, Lines of Telegraph, Telegraph Stations, Boundaries of Connties and
TFownships, &e

A. & W. MACKINLAY, Sole Agents for MORRISON’S PILLS.’
NEW

BLANK BOOK MANUFACTORY.
A. & W, MACKINLAY,

Kave added to their estatlishment a ‘complets BINDELRY, vntb all the most improved
mhxnery for facility and despateh; also Rulipg and Pagomg Muchines,—and are now -
prepared to exccute orders for-avery desmptmno BEANK -BOOK WORK -rulfed and printed -
0 any pattern, on the lowest terms and at theshortest notice.

 M.B.—A large Stock of BLANK BOOK PAPER-always on hand, of every desoription,
dl of the ury best q\ulu.ies, Engluh Mam;fm-n
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LOYVELL'S SERIES OF SCHOOL BOOKS.

HAVING long felt the neeessity existing.for a SERIES OF EDUCA-
TIONAL W ORI\Q prepaved and expr(‘~sly adapted for our COLUNIAL
SCHOOLS, the Publisher was induced to attempt the supply of this want.
His efforts thus far have been crowned with success; his books having been
most gencrally welcomed in the Schools; and most fuvorably noticed by the
Press of British North America.

LOVELL'S GENERAL GEOGRAPIIY has met with entire success,’
having been already introduced into almost every School throughout British
North Ameriea.  The General Geography, however, being considered too far
advanced lor young beginuers, o new-and elementary work has been prepared,
eutitled, £EASY LESSONS IN GENERAL GEOGRAPHY. This book
is intended as introductory to the General Geography; and a reference to
the published prospectus of “ Opinions” ‘will show how fully it mecets the
object aimed at.

He takes great pleasure in calling attention to the following list of the
SCHOOL BOOKS already issued by him; and to which he will add, from
time to time, such new works as may be of use to the youth of the Provinces.

xxvii

1. LOVELL'S GENERAL GEOGRAPHY,
with 51 Colored Mnps, 113 Beautiful
Engravings and a Table of Clicks 6f the
World. By J. George Hodgins, I L.G.,
F R.G.S. [This lbook is especially adapt-
ed for, and worthy of introduction into
every College, Academy, and School in the
British Provinces.  {f~Parents should
seo that it is in their Children’s hands.

2. EASY LE320NS 1IN GENERAL GEO
GRAPHY, with Maps and Illustrations;
being introductory to Lovell's Generat
Gebgraphy By J. George ludgins, L.
L.B.. FPLR.G.2,

tice, aduptad to Decimal Currency. By
&J. H. Sa geter. Lsq., M.A.

4. Key to Natyua! Arighmetic. By the same.

5. Elementary Arithwetic, in Decirual Cur-

rency. By tho same.

6. Key to the Llementary Arithmetie. By
the sawe.

7 Elementary Treaties on Algebra. By J.
H. Sangster, Bsq.. M.A.

8. Natural Philcsopby, Part I., including

Statistics, tydrostatics; &e, &o. By the
same.

9. National Philusophy, Part I, being a

Haud-Buok of Cicmical Physws, or, tho

Pliysics of Ileat, Lizht aud Llecmcxty

By the same.

Student's Noto Book, on Inorganio

Chemistry. By the same.

11. PFirst Lessons in Sciontific Agriculture.
By J. W. Dawszon, L.L.D,,’F.R:S.

12. General Principles of Lauguage; or, the
Philosophy of Grawmmar. By Thomas
Jafirey Robertson, Esq., M.A.

18. A Comprehensive tystem of Book-keep-
ing, by Single and Double Entry. By
ThoJo.aliRing nscn, ‘Accountant,

10,

A.21.
3. National Anthmo‘.ic, in Theory.and.Prac-

14. Lendie's English Grawmuwar, full bound.

16. Do. do, do.  half byund.

16. Student's Guido to English Grammor, or,
the Way to Speak and Write Grawmati-
cally. By the Rev. J. G. Armstrong,

M.A.

17. English Grammar made Easy. By G. G.
Yusey.

18. Classical English Spelling Book. By the
sawme.

19. Elcments of Elocution. By J. Barber,
M.R.CS.

'20. Outlines of Cbronology By Mrs Gordon.
British American Reader. y J. D,
Borthwick, Esq.

22 The A:B.C.bimplifled, and Reading rdade

easy to tbe cupncxty of little Childrem.
By G. G. Vasey.

23. Pinnock’s Iwmproved Edition of Gdid-
amith’s {listory of England. - (Secodd
Canadian I'(Imon) By W. C. Taylor,
LL.D., t.C.D.

24. An Eﬂsy Mode of Teaching the Rudi-
ments of Latin Grammar to Beginners,
By Thomas Jefirey Robinson, Esq., M.A.

" Text Booke, printed from new Stereotype Plates,

and in good Bindings.

- 26, Firat National Book of Lessons.

26. Second do. do.
27. Third do. do.
28. Fourth do. do.
29. Fifth do. do.

30. French without a Master.
31. French Genders taught 1n Six Fables,

In Press, and will shortly be published:

.32, A School Tlistory of Canads, and of the

other British Provinoes, with Illustya-
tions. By J. George Hodgins, L.L.B.,
P.R.G.S.

The 'Trade supplied on advantageous Terms.

Mr. W. T. McGRATH is thie General Agent for the Sale of these Books thronghout NOVA
SCOTIA, NEW BRUNSWICK, PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND, and NEWFOUNDLAND. 2

MontREAL, December, 1863,

JOHN LOVELL, Publisher.
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DRY GOODS & MILLINERY,
GEORGE ALEXANDER

Begs to announce that his Stock is now replenishsed with every description of Woollen
and Linen Drapery Goods, Comprising—

Black and Colored SILKS, French DELAINES and ALPACAS,
Fancy Dress MATERIALS, Sheetings and Towellings,
Black and Colored Fronch MERINOES, * White and Grey COTTONS,
Black and Colored COBURGS, Priated Cottons, &o.
IN THE

MILLINERY DEPARTMENT

Will be found a rich assortment of Paris and English MILLINERY BONNETS,

Felt & Straw HATS, in newest shapes,
Dress Caps, Feathers, Flowers, Lace Goods, &c.

Rvery effort has been made to render this Departm nt complete and attractive, and it is
constantly receiving per Cunard Steawers, all the latest novelties, as soon as they sppear in

the Home Markets.
MANTLES,

IN ALL THE NEWEST SHAPES AND MATERIALS.
Babies Robes, Cloaks, Pellises, Hoods. Hats,&c.
108 GRANVILLE STREET,

OrrosiTe Mrsses. BELL & ANDERSON'S.

I. M. SINGER & CO’S.
LOGK BTITCH SEWING MACHINES,

For Family Sewing and for Manufacturing Purposes,

[*BCURED BY BEVENTEEN DISTINCT PATENTS.]
These Machines combine all the Iatest improvements, and will Stitch, Hem,
Gatber, Feli, Bind, Embroider, or Braid with great rapidity and neatness.
Perzons requiring & reliable instrument for family sewing, and for manufRe-
turing purposes will do well to call on our agent, Mr. H. A. TAYLOR, No. 26
Sackville Street, and obtsin a desoriptive pamphlet (gratis) and see for them

selves before purchasing elsewhere.
I. M. SINGER & CO.,
No. 458, Broadway, New York,

JAMES BARNES,

Printer and Publisher,
142 Hollis Street,
HALIFAX, N. S.

Books, Parrphlets, Blanks, and every other
description of Printing executed with

neatness and at short notios.
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ON THE TRANSFIGURATION.*

The MAN oF Soxrows, with three cho-
sendlisciples, ascends, let us say, the slope of
smow-capped Ilermon. It is a hjch moun-
taip “ apart, ’ overlooking the folded bills of
vorthern Palestine and the valleys where
the ¢ people had sat in darkness”—the land
of Zcbulof and of Naphthali, Galilee of the
pgtions.  As He climbs the rough moun-
tain-side does He uot look at times in inex-
pressible sorrow towards the placid Lake,
far southward, by whose shores He had
wrought so many wonderful works and
preached so often the Gospel of the King-
dom? Woe unto thee Capernaum! Woe
anto thee Bethsaida! 'Woe unto thee Cho-
sazin! Yc have opened your ears and hearts
to the Pharisces and Saducees—devil-mis-
sionaries fromJerusalem—and shut earsand
hearts against Jesus ; and now atlength the
day of grace is past and ye are left to yoar
deadly doom! Yonder, tinged into purple
by the rays of the sctting sun, are the hills
that guard His chilthood’s home, loved but
faithless Nazareth! At His feet are the
spiings that feed the Jordan whose windings
His eye can trace through the far-off fertile
valleys.

-And now night comes down spreading her
jewelled mantle over the scene. ‘There is
no voice nor sound but the swect babble of
hiddén streams, and the sighing of the cool
breeze through the loncly forest avenucs.
Hush! There is also the voicé of éarnest
praycr, the Eternal Son is p]cadmg with
the Father ; the Son of Man unbosoms all

’; Mau. xvii: 1-8. Mnrk ix: 2-8. Lukeix:

PR LA

his griefs, his fears, all his unutmmblc aspx-
rations. He knows that the term of :his
carthly ministry is drawing to g close, thet
the dreadful conflict with death is at hand 3
and being Man there is for him a terror .in
death the King of terrors. Xie sccks fresh
strength from the full foyntains of omuipe-
tence, and prepayes for a conflict such asthe
Universe never sagw before—never can seg
again. The chosen three fall aslecp even ps
they did so ill-timely at Gethsemane : but
Jesus prays on, forgetful of hunger, weari-
ness and sleep, and all the claims of the frail
tabernacle of clay. His locks are now wet
with the dew of Hermon as he kneels hour
after hour among the mountain lilics, mute.
witnesses of his Father’s loving care.

Sec! 2 light from heaven is on the Son-
of Man. His prayer is heard; and as the-
stormy cloud often blossoms into rainbows,
so this night of the shadow of death is crown.-
cd with light and glory.  He was transfig-
ured before them, and his raiment became
shining exceeding white as snow.” “The-
fashion of his countenance was altered. Angd
behold,there talked withhim two men which:
were Moses and Elias; who appeared in
clory and spake of his deccase which he
should accomplish at Jerusalem.” Heaven.
has come down to men : or rather the Son
of Man, resuming the glory which he had:
before all worlds, transforms the cold moun--
tain brow into a trysting place between Hea-
ven and Earth, the Mortal and the Immor-
tn] the human aud the Divige.

* Tpe COMPANY.

There, white-robed and glorious, is Je-

8us the despised and pexsecutcd Nazarene ; i
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and with him are the great Chiefs of the Old
Dispensation—Moses the Lawgiver—the
Prophet like unto Christ,—and Elijah the
Reformer, the Restorer of the Law. The
latter had never tasted death: the former
having died within sight of the sweot fields
of Promise was buried by God himself, and
in due time (we know not when or how)
God raised him again and commissioned
him to testify to the Messiahship of the IMan
of Sorrows, and hold converse with Him on
the Mount of Transfiguration. Ages be-
fore, Moscs had seen the glory and terror of
Jenovau when in obedience to His com-
mand he ascended the awtul brow of Sinai,
amid thunder and lightning and the sound
of the trump of God. 1Is there not a glory
that excelleth in this scene in which he now,
takes part? Close by, and prostrate with
astonishment, fear and awe, arec the three
disciples, awake now and hecdful, but un-
derstanding not what they see orkear; true
representatives of human nature, slow to
anderstand and appreciate the sublimest,
the most loving manifestations of the Di-
vine goodness and glory.
Tue CONVERSE.

Death! The Son of the livirg God, the
sinless man in company with the sinless
ones must still speak of death—the reward
of sin! That brow radiant with the light
of heaven must bleed with the crown of
thorns. That face shining as the sun must
be kissed by the traitor, marrad and spat
upon and smitten by the hands of the wick-
ed. That raiment white as snow must be-
come the perquisite of rapacious “ dogs.”
Those hands, those feet, must be nailed to
the cross, and the ¢ decease must be accom-
plished at Jerusalem.”  Eight days before,
Jesus had foretold that “ decease” to his
disciples, but they could ncither bear the
tidings nor understand them. Now they
hear Moses and Elias conversing with their
Master on the same event: and in duetime
they shall see that this decease, so sorrowfnl
to them now, is in accordance with the Law
and the Prophets: that in it the Law is ful-
filled and its penalty exhausted, and Pro-
phecy receives its accomplishment. Moses
had tasted the bitterness of death : Elias
had been no stranger to the sorrows of this

life: was not their converse intended in -
part at least (like the visit of an Angel sub.
scquently) to strengthen and comfort the
Redeemer in the awfuiprospect before him ¢

Peter putsin a word that shows how crude
still are the thoughts of the aisciples. He
would eagerly desire a continuance of the
converse and of this strange visit. With
what trinmph would they descend from the
holy Mount if only Moses and Elias would
continue with them !  How all doubt would
be confounded—all opposition quelled—all
hindrances swept out of the way! .And
even if they wouid but remain here in the
Tabernacles on the cold mountain side, far
above the strife and turmoil of daily life—
would not the tidings swiftly spread, and all
the people flock up to Mount Hermon tosee
the glorificd Messiah and Moses and Elias!
Such may have been Peter’s thought, but
¢ he knew not what hesaid.”” In eourseof
time he understood the cvent in allits signi-
ficance, and he refers to it (in his Second
Epistle) as a striking cvidence of the Re-
deemer’s glory.

Tue Voice FroM HEAVEN.

A cloud, the shekinah, perhaps, that mani-
fest token of the divine presence, now came
down upon them. Moses and Elias were
wrapt in its mysterious folds ; and behold a
voice out of the cloud which said, This is
my beloved Sonin whom I am well pleased;
hear ye Bim. On the banks of Jordan this
voice from Heaven sounded once before,
when Jesus was entering on His public mi-
nistry of teaching and preaching and work-
ing miracles : and now it comes the second
time witnessing His consecration to the
ministry of suffering, to the painful and
shameful death of the Cross. This is as it
were a second baptism—a baptism of glory
and Fatherly confidence to precede His bap-
tism of divine wrath, of dcath and the grave.
He was consecrated tl.us in the presence of
the fathers of the Old Testament—Moses
and Elias ; and in the presence of the lead-
ers of the New Testament Church—Peter,
James, and John. Behold the scene, and
let him that hath cars hear! The Old and
the New—Hcaven and Earth—Father and
Son—the Exceeding Brightuess and the
Shekinah Cloud-high and solemn converse
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of Jests and His heavenly Visitants, the
unmeaning interruption of Peter, and the
Voice of the unseen Father!

Jesus is thus declared the Son of God—
‘beloved of the Father, obedient uuto death,
mighty to save te the mttermost; therefore,
¥lean vE Him! Thisis the command of
the Father to all: this s the great lesson to
us of the Transfiguration. His glory, His
humiliation, His death, His infinite exalta-
tion, all urge us with a persuasiveness and
an anthority not to be withstood, to hear
and obey. Listen to Moses and the thun-
Jer of the law; listen to the voice of Pro-
phecy, plaintive or joyous o. scvere; listen
to Elijah and to him who came in the spi-
rit of Elijah : listen to all truth by whom-
soever spoken : but beforeall and above all,
hear Him who is the Way, the Trath and
the Life!

Ture EsFeCT.

Jesus was strengthened,encouraged, filled
withholy holdness, by whathad taken place.
His delight was ever in communion with
the Father. Moses and Elias (may we not
eay ?) had gone home again to camy the
glad tidings to heaven that Jesus was ready
to redeem the world by His blood, and that
thus He was to conquer the powers of Hell.
Quick as the lightning-flash of thought the
trinmphant tidings spread through all the
Happy Country; and from the choirs of
cherubim and seraphim and the vast ranks
of the Fedeemed the chorus of praise burst
forth to the Eternal Son who had laid by
His glory that He might as a Man of Sor-
rows rescue His people from cternal sorrow.

- And louder, mightier than those acclama-
tions would sound the Voice from the
Throne, “ This is my beloved Sont” Je-
sus and His work were from the first the
centre of attention to all holy intelligences :
the angels desired cagerly to fathom the
mysterics of our redemption: how greatly
do they rcjoice in its consummation! The
three disciples hearing the Voice from the
cloud fell on their faces for they were sore
afraid. How terrible are the voice and the
presenceof God ! Noman can sce Him and
live. But we can see His glory shining-from
the face of Jesus and rejoice in His unspesk-
sble love. Ah! how shall the émemies~f

God bear to sce: Him when His wrath burns,
and His words pronounce everlastivg ban-
ishment aud death.

Jesus ONiy.

The disciples having “lifted up their
eves” saw no man save Jesus only. Their
hearts would treasure for ever the splendid
and sacred vision of that night. Their faith
was strengthened ; their devotion decpened ;
their spiritual eyesight cleared ; their ideal
of His person and His mission greatly ex-
alted. No dream could now be seriously
cherished of worldly dominion and a tem-
poral lordship over a Jewish empire. Mo-
sesand Elias had spoken of the Master’s
death : ah! must He, the Lord of Life,
drink the bitter cup of death? It must be
so. Jesus, to be a Saviour, must die. Die_
missing all thought of earthly empire, the
disciples must cling to Jesns only, and fol-
low Him in His humiliation and sorrow and
death, in Iis attitude of scparation from
all worldly power and glory, in His holy
war against all the evil that is in the world.
Their eyes henceforth must be steadfastly
lifted up to Jesus only and their cars must
be ever ready to hear His voice. And asit
was with the three favoured disciples of old,
so must it be with the myriads who love the
Saviour now and scek hisface. Theymust
look to Him alone, and always hear His
voice. Lifting their eyes to the hills of pri-
vilege or attaimment they are reminded of
their transfigured and glorified Lord. In
the whisper of the prosperous breeze, in the
crash of the adverse storm they listen to a
voice from Heaven bidding them to “hear
Hin.”

Tue Arrear oF THE HELPLESS,

T'he mountain with its heavenly splendors
must be left behind. Jesus descending
speaks to His disciples of His approaching
death; and sorrow again fills their hearts :
but the prospect of His sufferings, the awfal
gift of a knowledge of the future, do not un-
nerve His arm or interfere with the wonted
out-flowing of His beneficcnce. Sce that
tumulteous multitude on the plain, throng-
ing the nine disciples, questioning, doubting,
scorning : for have not the nine endeaveur-
ed in vain to heal one possessed with a deaf
and dumb demon 2 See the poor boy wal-
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lowing, foaming, torn by the fury of the
fiend! 'The fatherfeels all the anguish that
can wring o parent’s heart, Vain alike ig
the help of disciple and Scribe and Pharisee;
and the latter exult in the bafling of the skill
and power of those who'bear the hated name
of Jesus, In the crisis of the dispute the
Hearrr comes, His face perhaps still ra-
diant with the glory of the Transfiguration,
His voice strong with the might of Deity,
His heart overflowing with pity and love for
torn, bleeding, down-trodden humanity.—
Toes quail before Him : the weakness of the
disciples’ faith is rebuked: the boy is rescued
from his tormentor, and the mighty Helper
has done all things well. Is there not as
mauch of Deity, of real glory and grandeur
about Him, healing and helping, as when
surrounded with the radjance of Heaven on
the Monnt of Transfiguration 2 O come
and let us worship Him 1 Let us, helpless,
éall evermore to Him for help, healing, com-
plete salvation. i
Tae PROSPECT.

Eighteen hundred years have passed since
eye of mortal beheld Jesus. He has gone
to heaven to prepare a place for us; and
though unscen He has not béen unbeloved.
Millions have seen him with the eye of faith,
and rejoiced with joy unspeakable. Mil-
Tions thus see him now. And we have the
hope, the absolute certainty, of beholding
Him when e shall be revealed from hea-
ven with His mighty angels, with the voice
of the archangel, and the trump of God,
when this carth shall flee away from His
presence, end these heavens shall be rolled
together as & scroll. Every cye shall sce
Him. We shallstand in His presence, and
behold that Face and Form bearing no trace
of sorrow or humilintion, but clothed with

+all the majesty and magnificence of Deity.
‘Bven so, come, Lord Jesus!

e '

“ THE FIELD IS THE WORLD."
There is * much land” for the Chburch to
ipherit even in christian countries ; but
when we lift up our eyes and survey the
whole field how soleanly arc we impressed

with, the duty of praying and giving and,

working while the day of graco last! To

arrcst the attention of the reader we submit
the Intest estimate of the pepulation of the
world and its religious condition:—

The total population of the five grand di-
visions of the world is set down at 1,284,.
738,000, of which number the total Chris-
tian population is estimated to be 361,718,-
000, or little more than one fourth of the
whole. The proportion of Protestants to
Roman Catholics in this estimate is about
1 to 2, the former numbering 96,915,000,
and the latter 185,041,000. This relative
proportion is approximately maintained in
America, Europe, Asia and Africa; whilsg
in Australia and Pelynesia, (the fifth grand
division,) it is very strikingly reversed, the
Roman Catholics there numbering but 280,-
000, to 1,100,000 Protestants.

Frotestantism is on the increase in this
continent, yet millions in South America,
and in Mexico are little removed from hea-
thenism.

REMARKABLE ESGAPE OF A GHRISTIAM
GOMMUNITY IN AFRIGA,

Recent papers have brought tidings of a
most signal display of God’s providence in.
protecting the Christians of Abbeokuta from
the wrathful vengeance of the bleody King
of Dahomey. This King has been for ycars.
infamous all over the civilized world for his
delight in vlunder, in oppression, in bleod.
He was the Nimrod of Western Africa, 8
mighty hunter of miscrable slaves ; and his
path wherever he weat was marked with de-
solation, cruelty and death. His plans were
generally Jaid with great skill and carried
out with that consummate energy which so
often commands success.

For the last three ycars he has bLeen.
breathing out threats of vengeance and
slaughter against the Christians of Abbeo-
kata and the Missionarics who had taught
them the way of life: boasting that he
would make an utter end of the infant
church and the community in which its.
leaven was so vigorously operating. On
two occasions, within the last fow yoars,
Bapanune with his Dahomians endeavour-
cd to crush Abbeokuta; and on both occa-
sions-he was foiled. ‘His third expedition
was on & gigantic scale and nothing was;
left undone to-securs the ond in view, He.
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had ten thousand picked soldiers inclading | QUR FOERIGH MISSIONARY OPERATIONS. -

a brigade of Amazons; he had three picces
of cannon ; his forces were inspired with the
expectation of a rich spoil in slaves and
other valuables in & commuuity numbering
200,000 souls. The assailauts, confident of
victory, rushed to the assault, but they were
repelied on all sides; and the first repulse
caunsed a panic, followed by headlong flight.
The pursuit was as vigorous as the repulse
was complete.  The King of Dahomey lost
half his forcesand two of his guns. Ttis
searcely probable that he will ever recover
from this terrible blow ; and his discomfitare
isalready felt as a blessed relief in all the
Western coast.

Tt appears that the King had resolved to
massacre the christians, and had actually
stlected the spot where the great sacrifice
was tobe made. ‘But God mercifully deliv-
eréd them ds He did His ancicut people
from the ‘designs of the insolent monarch of
Assyria, To quote the words ofa contem-
porary, “In this remarkable event we see
how wonderfully God overrales the wrath
of man for the good of ‘his Churen. Even
the heathen {of Abbeokuta) attribute their
triumph to the prayers of the Chuistians and
the Bashorun {governor) has conjured the
people to hold the missionaries in high es-
teem, “ From henceforth the town telongs
to them.” In every Chiistian community

He has been entreated to save Abbeokuta’

from the peril that menaced it; and Ie has
done exceeding abundantly for gs above all
that we asked or thought. Let this great
deliverence confirm our faith and stimulate
us to greater energy in the missionary en-
terprise.”’

God is still, as cver, at work in the world,
esting for the little and the great: forin
Tlis infinite view the great and thelittle are
allalike. “The missionary labouriug lonely
amang savages is as truly in Hiseye as the
largest asscmbly in Christendom.

PGt
¥ ’ I 2l A

Shall they be extended, and in
what direction?

Of the subjects, which will come under
the consideration of the Synod at its ap-
proaching meeting, none will involve more
important interests or call for more earnest
and pragerful deliberation, than thestate of
our Forcign Missionary operations, and the
question of extending them, cither by in-
crease of labourers in the South Seas, the
adoption of some new ficld of labour, or
by both. It is now manifest, that we shall
not have the pleasurc of Mr. Geddie'’s
presence among us, as was lately expected.
This will be universelly regretted, yet it
need not and should not prevent us taking
those measures for the advancement of the
great ohject to which his life has been deo-
voted, which the circumstancesof the time
require and to whiclrGod in-his providencé
is summoning us.

In looking at the question of extending
our Forcign mission we must at the out-
set plance at our faturepesition.  'We have
now four missionarics. But this, it will be
observed, is just the number that the Pres-
byterian Church of Nova Scotia had pre-
vious to the Union, and as Mr. Geddie hag
for a time been obliged to relinquish hig
labours, we have in reality one Jess in
actual employment'than that church had
then, besides that the miission of the Free
Church has been entirely suspended. Now
under any circumstances this is o state
of things, with which we should not for a’
moment rest satisfied. The progress of the
church should be ever onward and its motto
forward. In all churches which have
undertaken missions with life, the conrse
has always been progressive. If the progress
made has not been uniform and’ constant,
it has been steady and sure. There may
be temporary veverses, like the receding of
the advancing tide, but where the work is
of God, there can e no piermanent going
back. The uniform histoiy of Churches
and Missionary Societics is, that whatever
progress they make, they find the hand of
the gieat Head of the church can still
beekon them onward.” IF the hand of the
Lord is with them, they can never ix upon
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a certain amount of cffort, as what they
will put forth, and think that when they
have reached that point thcy may rest
contented with what they have done or are
doing. Let them reach the height at which
they have aimed and ere long circum-
stances will be such as to neccessitate a
farther step in advance. If circumstances
are otherwise with any church, we may be
satisfied that there is something wrong with
it, calling for great searchings of heart.
. Even under ordinary circumstances then
we would hold thatin the work of subduing
the world to Christ, progress is the church’s
duty, or as some would say, the law of her
operations. ‘ Speak unto the people that
they go forward.” But we do liold that
our church in consequence of the Union i8
specially bound to enlarged cfforts for the
advancement of the Redeemer’s kingdom.
‘We have been permitted to Lical one of the
breaches of Zion and have celebrated a
Union, on which in its'progress and consum-
mation we believe that the smiles of heaven
have rested, we have raised over it loud
jubilations, which have resounded we may
say withoutexaggeration to the ends of the
earth, and we have no doubt that ouxr Union
has been cxercising an influence on Lehalf
of that great object in other snd older
countrics. Do these things involve no
obligation to greater efforts than before?
‘We have proclaimed that union is strength,
and can we be satisficd with putting forth
merely the same efforts, which the two
bodies did in their separate state. Were
the united body to do no more for the
cause of Christ than the two bodies did
previous to the union—could we point to
nothing which we were doing for God’s
glory more than we were doing beforc~—
then we would have to confess with shame
that owing to our unfaithfulness to our
. signal privileges, the union had in so far
and in reference to this great and impor-
tant end of the church’s operations,
proved a failure. 'When our Saviour
: prayed for his people “ that they all might
be one,” it was ‘““that the world might
believe that thou hast sent me.” Just in
the degree them in which our Saviour’s
. prayer in regard to the unity of bis followers

is answered, the result must appear in its
inflacnce upon a world lying in wickedness.
‘We hold then that in our peculiar position,
we are constrained by gratitudete the great
Head of the church, by a regard to ourown
character before the church and the world,
to show as the result of owr union, and as
the cvidence of that unien being in part the
answer to our Saviour’s prayecr, efforts for
the promotion of God’s glory in the world,
surpassing, we should say, far sarpassing
what we had put forth in eur scparate
state.

‘We may remark that whercother unions
have taken place, the result has been an
increase of missionary effort, and that
somectimes immediately. When the Asso-
ciate and Associate Reformed Churches in
the United States, united to form the United
Presbyterian Church, at the flrst General
Assembly after, they sesolved to adept two
new and expensive missions, viz.: to North
Africa and Ching, and for the latter they
sclected two missionaries before they separ-
ated. In the year of the Union of the
Secession and Relief Churckesin Scotland,
the united body assumed the missions of
the Scottish Missionary Socicty, and
besides extending their missiens which they
were already maintaining, they have since
from time to time cntered upon new aod
costly missions, and with every extension
of their efforts, the liberality of the church
and the state of their funds have kept pace.

But in regard to our Foreign Missionary
operations, as just remarked, we have now
actually not as many labourers as just
previous to the usion. 'We do not however
say that any blame is to be attached to the
church on this account or that the fact is
any reflection upon our missionary zeal,
because it is well known that the present
state of things is owing especially to the
extraordinary events which befel ourmission
in the South Seas, and may therefore be
regarded as merely temporary. Indeed
when we consider the very peculiar nature
of God’s dispensations toward that mission
—that five out of cight of our agents were
struck down by death in about two ycars,
woe may well feel thankful that in a period
which, considering the time required for
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the training of missionaries, may be con-
sidered as short, the breaches have been
repaired.  When we see the most of the
churches in the mother country complain-
ing of the want of Iabourers in the Forcign
field, we should bless God, that after such
o series of trials, we were able to send out
almost in as short a space of time as they
could be ready, as many devoted men,
willing to hrave even the perils of martyr-
dom, as were necessary to supply the place
of those who had fallen, and that we should
have such increased accommodation for
their work as is afiorded Dy the Mission
Vessel.

8till the present position of affnins is not
satisfactory. We must not rest, while it
can be said that the United body has only
the same number of labourers that the
Preshyterian Church of Nova Scotia had
previous to the union. We mast go for-
ward. The church is providing the means
and these are indications, that the men will
not be wanting. Indced we presume that
there will be none to deny the propricty of
extending our missionary operations, and
the only points upon which there will be
differences of opinion, will be as to the rate
of rapidity with which we are to advance,
and the direction which our cfforts should
take. To this latter point we shall now
direct attention.

That the church is called apon if not
immediately, yet at no distant day to ex-
tend the New Hebrides Mission must be
cvident to all, who have read the successive
reports, which have reached us of the ficlds
which are opening in the extensive islands
to the North. There may not bean urgent
necessity to send out missionaries immedi-
ately, till we hear of the safeamrival and the
Yocation of the missionavies who have
already left our shores. But assurcdly
onward must be the motto of the church’s
operation, and we have not the least doubt
that the church will be ready to provide
men and means for a great enlargement of
that mission.

The expected visit of -Mr. Geddic will
excite such an interest in the South Seas,
that we believe that when he returns to his
£2ld of labonr, he will find men to accom-

pany him, and the past experience of this
mission has shown that the church will
provide the means for providing mission-
aries, as rapidly or even more rapidly, than
they can be obtained.  Orshould it happen
that it should be otherwise in the futuse,
the Australian churches are ready to pro-
vide all the funds requisitc for as many
missionaries as we can send. The exten-
sion of the New Hebrides mission, as the
Providence of God opens the way, wo
regard as a duty upon the church, and if
we say lcss about this, it is because we
consider it a point upon which there is
general agreement.

But shall we have another mission 2 This
is the question to the consideration of
which the church is now called, and which
it hecomes her to consider with all the care,
deliberation, and the earncst prayer for
divine guidance, which the importance of
the matter deserves. After the union when
the Eastern mission was suspended by the
resigniation of Mr. Constantinides, the
Synod resolved mnot to relinquish the
mission, but to prosecute it as soon as the
great Head of the church should open the
way. The cvents which occurred shortly
after in the South Seas has necessarily
concentrated the whole attention and
cnergics of the church upon the work there,
But now that the breaches in that mission
are repared, and in addition the mission.
aries farnished with a missionary vessel
and all appliances necessary for carrying
on their work, the attention of the church
is naturally called to the question of re-
suming the Free Church mission cither in
Turkey or in whatever part of the East
may be considered most advisable.

Now on general grounds we are prepared
to argue in favour of the church having
two missions. Undoubtedly greater intevest
will be excited by two missions than by
one, greater liberality will be evoked and
more will be done in the great work of the
cevangelization of the world. Every mission
field has its peculiar peints of interest. We
all know how much the interest of the
church in the mission work depends, and’
intelligence coming from fields of labour
0 very difterent as the Sonth Seasand say,
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the Holy Land, and could not but greatly
Jincrease the interest of the church in the
causce of Christ. The more people read of
missionary information the more interest
they feel in the work, and this interest i.
much decpened by intelligence from a
mission, which they regard as their own.
In this view we believe the maost zealous
friends of the New Icbrides mission will
coincide. Mr. Geddie, with whose name
the whole history of the New Mebrides
mission is identified has given his opinion
decidedly in favour of a second mission.
We have no fear of the New Hebrides
mission going kack or yemaining stationary
in consequence of the church undertaking
missionary  work elsewhere.  Its past
history should we think rebuke the want of
faith which such a view wonld imply. The.
history of motdern missions also shows that
this has Leen the general Inw of the chureh’s
progress. No society or church that has
begun the mission work in earnest, has
ever been able, in fuithfulness to the call of
its great head, to content itself with a
single mission. Seon a second has urgently
claimed attention and without ncglecting
the first, they have felt ealled on to occupy
the new field, and though at first there
might be fears as to the means requisite for
the undertaking, yet commencing it in
faith upon God and under his guidance, he
to whom belongs the silver andithe gold,
has provided the neans, and both have
flourished. And not only so but it might
not be very long till a further call was made
upon them and with the same results.  The
way in which churches have thus been led
10 increase their missions is an interesting
chapter in missionary Dhistory. After the
formation of the TUnited Preshyterian
Church of Scotland we know that many og
the most zealous friends of missions in the
body thought that the missions whichthey
had then under their management were
quite as much as they were able to main-
tain. Yet beside the extending these
missions, when the mutiny in India directed
attention to that ccuntry, they felt them-
selves called upon to do something for its
evangelization now, and a 1nission com-
menced, which is now flourishing. Thus

without impairing the efliciency of the
missions previously established, two mis-
sious in probably the most expensive ficlds
in the world, where it was thought just
hefore that the charch had as many missions
as she was able to sustain.  And to these
was soon after added a mission to the Jews,
which for a time maintained baif 2 dozen
agents, and as their efforts increased so did
the liberality of the chiueeh, and so, it may
be added, did the ability of the church, by
the increase of the wealth which Britain
has enjoyed for some yeers past.  “The
liberal soul deviseth liberal things, and by
liberal things shall he stand.”
RButindependent of general considerations
of this nature, there are particular circum-
stances in the case of our church, which
urgently appeal on behalf of another ficld.
It is known to all that previous to the
union, the Free Church had & mission to
the Last, which has since been suspended.
On hehalf of that mission deep interest
wes excited not only in that Ledy, bus
among menmbers of other derominations,
particularly ainong members of the Presby-
terian Church of Nova Scotia, and the
definite abandontaent of that wmission field
would excite painful feelings of disappoint-
ment in the minds of many ef the best
members of our church. These feelings
arc entitled to much respect. Tbe writer
did net belong to the ¥ree Church, hut he
felt a deep interest in the Eastern mission,
from its commencement, and he personally
felt the suspension of it as a painful trial.
He can therefore feel how much more
keenly the members of the Xrce Churceh,
who had shown so much liberality and
ofiered so many prayers on its behalf should
feel if the Tnited body should definitely
resolve to abandon it. Of course if our
Synod should resolve on this cowmrse, they
would submit to it, but the decision would
cause them o sorrow of heart, which only
necessity and a clear manifestation of the
will of the great Icad of the church weuld
Justify ws in inflicting. The influence
which their interest on behalf of that mission
would exert would he lost, and thcre would
he a drying up to some- extent of the
sticams of liberality. We do not believe
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that any man who knows the feelings of
our church at large, and who has studied
the subject of Christian beneficence, will
assert that we will raiscas much money for
the New Hcbrides mission alone as we
would for that and the Eastern mission
together. A widow lady, and onc who he-
TJonged to the Preshyterian Church of Nova
Scotig, in paying her annual contribution
of £5 to our Foreign mission fund, offered
to pay as much more annually to the East-
ern mission, if the Synod would renew it.
And this we helieve to be only & sjecimen
of the liberality which might be evoked.
If such be the state of the church, as we
believe it is, then by abandoning that enter-
prise the Synod would just be losing the
means which the Great Head of the church
is placing at her disposal, and we ask how
<an she answer to him for such a step. 1t
is useless to say that people ought to give
all they are able without reference to a par-
ticular mission. Their own consciences
and their feelings will be their guide. The
lest of us know how much ourliberality on
behalf of the New Hebrides mission has
been evoked by the circumstances conuceted
with that mission, which appealed to our
sympathics, and how impossible it would
have been to have evoked the same liber-
ality on behalf of another mission, which
had not the same claims. And one must
2llow our brethren to have the same feelings
with oursclves.

But further, when achurch has commen-
ced operatious in a particular field, following
as they Lelieved the leadings of divine
Providence, we hold that no ordinary
difficulties, and in fact only such a necessity
as would indicate that farther persistence
would be going contrary to the will of the
great Head of the church, would justify us
in abandoning the work. We ought
carcfully to deliberate before commen-
<ing such an undertaking and be satis-
fied that we are doing the will of God,
but having andertaken it in his name, it
sequires very strong reasons to justify its
abandonment. These reasons we do not
believe to exist in the case of the Eastern
mission. It has been indeed suspended in
she meantime, and it becoraes us carcfully

to look into the cause of this, that we may
profit by the experience of the past. In
this case the cause is not far to seeck., The
present state of that mission is owing
entirely to the fact that the Synod of the
Free Chureh, acting no doubt for the best
according to their information, adopted an
agencey and mode of operation, which the
experience of all societics engnged in mis-
sionary work in the East has condemned.
We do not wish to say more on this point,
but we state n fact of which those most
engaged in the measure are now fully awaroe.
Now thismay be a good reason for changing
our plans, and adopting such measures as
the experience of those societies already in
the field has shown to be wise. But we
cannot sec that n mistake of this kind
affords o warrant for abandoning the work
attogether. Were the ficld closed against
our efforts, by events in God’s providence,
ay Tanna and Brromanga have been for a
time, then it would be clearly our duty to
2o clsewhere But so far from this being
the case, the ficlds throughout the Last
were never more inviting and the calls to
occupy them never more urgent. We can
take our choice of any of the countrics of
the Fast, Tukey in Europe, Turkey in
Asta, Greeee, Syria, Palestine or Egypt,
and at this moment in cither of them can
find most inviting fields, awaiting the
entrance of the missionary of the cross.
The churches engaged in the work there
kave been as far as they are able extending
their operatiouns, and since our mission hds
heen suspended other churches have engaged
in the work, and yet the call is for more
labourers. And from the war now raging
in the United States affecting the income
of the societics carrying on missionary
operations there it is feared that instead of
leing able to extend their operations as the
countries require, they will be obliged to
cartail them. There is nothing then in
the state of the East to lead us to abandon
the work there, but cverything to induce a
contrary coursc.

On the other hand the friends of the New
Hebrides mission should not disguise from
themsclves the fact, that there are many
points connected with it, which indicate
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that it should not form the sole sphere of
the chureh’s iissionary efforts.  We yicld
to none in the church in interest in that
mission. We have stood by its cradle and
followed every step of its progress with
our sympathy, our support aind our prayers;
we have yejoiced in its joys and wept in its
trials. We know that there is much in the
character of these islands, the simple
manners of the inhabitants, the rapidity
with which suceess among them has com-
noonly been attained, as well a5 the extra-
ordinary changes (though we fear we will
not be able to say the same for the future),
the cheapness with which they have leen
maintained render them a suitable field for
a small church.  We belicve that the New
Ilcbrides mission throughout its entire
history has been the work of God, and we
have not the least intention of uttering onc
word that wonld ever scem to indicaic any
desire to abandon it. But still when we
look at all the circumstances connected
with it we must say that they present strong
rcasons for having another mission.  Com-
pare the importance of a Missionary’s
labours in the East and in the Pacific, and
the comparative results of expenditure of
time and labour ju the two places. Messrs.
Geddie and Inglis spend the greater part of
their lives in translating the scriptures, and
publishing other books in the langunage of
four thousand people—who will probably
never be more numerous, and when they
have done so, their labours are of no use
to others, who on the very next island must
go through the same labours for the sake
it may be of a few hundreds of a popula-
tion. In the Xast the missionary, who
translates the Bible into Arabic, or pub-
lishes a book in that language, does it in
the language of fifty millions of souls, and
lus labours are as available, for his successors
or for fellow Jabourers in neighbouring
lands as for himself. Then itisa fact now
clearly established in regard to most of the
Islands in the South Secas, that the native
races are dying out, even where they have
cmbraced Christianity.  Even on the Sand-
wich Islands, which are perhaps the most
thoroughly christian of any islands in the
Pacific, the fact is now admitted. It is not

|

yet quite certain whether the same will bo
the case on the New Hebrides or not, but
the extreme physival as well as moral
degradation in which the missionaries
found their inhabitants and the observations
of the missionaries scem to indicate that it
will. Even before the late ravages of the
measles in some years the births scarcely
cqualled the deaths.  And if this was the
case in ordinary years, what must be the
result of such epidemics as from time to
time sweep over them. If then the same
thing should happen in the New Hebrides
as in the other islands, in a few generations
the native races will be extinet, and our
missionary eflovts, so far as these tribes are
concerned, will leave no traces on earth.
They will have their fruit in ransomed
souls before the throne, and this is a glorious
and suffident reward for all that we have
doue or may do. But how much more
important the mission work ameng races
in the East, of such encrgy as the Arme-
nians and the Gieehs, whose vitality hes
been undiminished by centuries of vppres-
sion, which instead of becoming extinct or
being supplemented by others, are under
the light of a purer faith now bursting
forth into new life, and are likely to sup-
plant the effete races around them and to
play an important part in the world’s
history. In this case instead of the work
dying out in a few generutions there is the
likelihood of its going on from age to age
while the world stands.

But thisis not the point in the case which
we consider of most importance. It is
certain that the Australian Churches will
soon be ready, if they are not so now, to
take apon themsehves all the charge of
missions on theseislands.  We believe they
have the means already, and their want is
men.  Now any man who knews anything
of geography mast sce that it maust be
more natural for these churches to under-
take the cvangclization of these islands
than for us. It wonld be absurd for us to
continue to seml missionaries at so heavy
an expense, half round the globe, and to
maintain  them  there, while there are
churches richer than ours, at their very
doors able aud willing to carry o the work.
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Tt has no doubt heen necessary for us
hitherto to do so and it may be for some
time to come. But every thoughtful
person must sec that the tendency of events
n the fature must be to throw upon these
churches the work of evangelization among
chese islands. And in this view we feel
<he calls there are upon us to direct aportion
of our energies to other spheres nearer home
and of which the wants are claimant.

We do not advoeate however the under-
taking of a new mission without due de-
liberation. All the difficulties ought to be
calmly weighed and all our plans formed
after careful examination. “The main ob-
Jjection in the minds of most of our mem-
bers to the resumption of the Eastern
mission, is the expense and the consequent
fearlest itshould prove heyond the resources
of the church. We have not the least
doubt that the undertaking is quite within
the means of the church. If the synod
enter upon it in the spirit of obedicnce to
our Saviom’s last command and in faith
upon his promises, we have no fear about
the means heing provided,without impairing
the efficiency of the mission already estah.
fished, but cven while increasing it.  Before
the union the Presbyterian Church of Nova
Scotia maintained four missionaries. The
liberality of the church was increasing anl
80 were its resources and no friend of the
mission feared that the charch would not
be able in this way to meet the calls for
the extension of that mission as they
might arise, and need we have any fear,
that that part of the church would in the
united body be able still to do the same,
{)articularly when the Australian Church
have, hesides what they have done for the
misston vessel, provided abundance of funds
for the support of additional missionaries.
Then the Free Church felt itself able to
undertake a mission to the Last, and be-
ginnirg or a small scale, expected to
increase . Now the simple question is
whether the united body is able to do what
the two hedies of which it is composed

could do in their separate state.  We think
it would be a disgrace to us to say that we

could not.

But are not the experses of a mission to
the East extremely heavy. We answer
decidedlynot. If the Synod will only allow
itself to be guided by the wisdom and ex-
pericnce of those who have been conducting
missions there for years they may carry on
& mission there at & very moderate expense.
We have been in correspondence with
parties having the management of such
missions, and we learn that the salary
allowed to their missionarics is $§00 or
£200 currency, just the sum paid to Mr.
Geddic last year, when the allowance for
his children 3s included. In some very
Prominent positions, where the missionaries

are exposed to unusual expense, the sal

is higher, but the above sum is considere
sufficicnt even in 2 city like Damascus.
When we consider vhe sum required for
the annual maintainence of the mission
vessel, and her thorough repairs every five
years, with the expense of passage to the
New Hebrides, it will be seen that & mission-
ary in the BEast may be maintained as
cheaply as one in the South Seas. Then
as to the extent of the agency required we
can carry on the work on any scale we
please. We might even send out a single
missionary, and he might take up a station
in connexion with the missions already
established, and have all the benefit of
friendly association with missionarics not
only of other persuasions, but from different
Presbyterian bodies. 'We wonld however
certainly desire to see a larger staff, but o2
ordained minister, and a physician, o
better still, these with the addition of an
unmarried female teacher would be quite
suflicient to commence an cfficient mission
in some important position in the Eastern
world. We would he utterly ashamed of
the Preshyterian Church of the Lower
Provinces, if she had to confess that she
could not do this, hesides all that she is
doing in the South Seas, and even were her
operations there extended. It is time we
think for her to give up talking of what ig
suitable to a small church. 'l‘%xis was ap-
propriate to the position of the Preshyterian
Church of Nova Scotia, when she com-
menced missionary operations in the South
Seas, consisting as she did t.en only of
twenty or twenty-five congregations, but it
is not suitable to us with our present num-
bers.  The Moravians when their members
were much fewer than ours, had missions
in all parts of the globe. Itis tructhat we
were devising liberal things, and instead of
boasting of our numbers, our wealth, and
our union, manifest to the world by our
increased cfforts for theextension ot Christ’s
kingdom, how ““the spirit of glory and of
God rests upon us.”

But can the men he had for such an
undertaking? We have no fear, but if
sought for, they can be obtained; indecd
we hold it as a strong argument in favour
of having another mission, that it would
afford employment iu the mission field for
the varied gifts which God has given to his
different servants. The mission work in
different ficlds presents as much, and we
think more varicety than the work at home.
And the great head of the church has
given different qualifications to men fitting
them for different spheres. The man who
might be suited to one ficld, might be very
unsuited to wnother.  There perhaps never
was a better missionary to savage tribes
than John Williams, but one of his bio-
graphers declared, that if he had been sent
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to India, he wotild never have been heard
of. But on the other hand, we believe that
even Dr. Duff could not have done the
work of John Williams in the South Seas.
The work he did in India was a glorious
oune, and he was specially raised up by
Providence to accomplish it, but if he had
been set down on an island of the South
Seas among a few hundred savages, we
believe that to say the least, he would have
been found “ the wrong man in the wrong
place.” We may expect something similar
among ourscives, and indeed it has already
happened.  Wehad the offer of the services
of one kuown to be admirably fitted for a
medical missionary, but w ho on consultation
with the missionaries found that there isno
proper sphere for his services in that capa-
city in the South Seas, and has thercfore
tendered his services to another society for
the East and been aceepted. We had the
offer of the services of a preacher for the
Eastern mission, who stili did not feel it
his duty to go to the South Seas. Weknow
an excellent young man who left our church
for the United States, aund tendered his
gervices as a missionary either to China or
India and was approved, and but for the
unhappy civil war in the republic, would
have ere this gone forth to one of these
ficlds. Itis vain to say that if a man de-
vote himself to the mission work, he should
go anywhere. e should indeed be willing
to go where God calls him, but for & church
to insist on his going to one sphere, for
which he is not adapted, and that he shall
not go to that for which he is qualified, and
to which his inclinations lead him, would
we humbly submit, be not only at variance
with cominon scuse but dirvectly in oppo-
sition to the will of him, who has appointed
the various endowments of his servants. It
becomes the church serionsly to consider
that she is in danger of losing the services of
valuable men, and how can she justify
herself in taking acourse, which is virtually
refusing to cruploy them, and refusing to
do the work for which the Great Head of
the church affords us men and means, and
8o plainly calls us to pertorm.

We have assumed that in the event of
the Synod undertaking another mission,
some place in the East will be chosen as
thescene of operations.  We need not say
how many and urgent are the arguments on
behalf of missions in that part of the
world, 'Those are “the lands of the
Bible,” whose very names touch a_chord
in our hcarts, as interwoven with our
earlicst lessons in divine things and our
holiest assuciations. Oue of these is the
land
Qver whose acres walked those blessed feet,

Which - cighteen hundred years ago were

nailed

For our rc&cmption to the bitter cross.

Missions in these countrics have been
among the most successful in modern times,
In immediate results as to the number of
converts, they may be exceeded in the
South Seas, but in ultimate and permanent
results they surpass even the latter. Anc
events in God’s providence seem to indicate
that these countrics are soon to be the
theatre of great events. Dut the fact that
a mission here was commenced by the Free
Church synod in our opinion decides the
question.

There is one other view however to
which we must advert, and that is the
opportunities that will be afforded by a
mission to the Iast, of secking the salva-
tion of the Jews. Our readers we doubs
not have read with iuterest the earnest
appeals of Mr. B. A. McCurdy in our
March and April Nos. on this subject. Jn
every word which he has ssid regarding
the interest which attaches to that people,
and the claims they have upon onr sympa-
thy and cfforts, and the power of tha
grace which converted a Saul of Tarsus,
fo picrce the durkened understanding ‘aud
change the hardened hearts of his country-
men in modern times we cntirely concur.
But we do not belicve that missions to the
Jews specifically or to them as distinet
from others, are required by our great
commission, or have been found in modern
times to have been attended with such
results, as to lead us to belicve that the
church is especially called to undertake
them.  Jews and Gentiles stand on a level
in the gospel, and in catrying that gospel
to them we are to make no distinction
of race, except as convenience and the
opportunities presented in God’s providence
lead us in one direetion or another. The
divire commission in our vicw docs not
require in this_er of the church Special
missions to the Jews otherwise than as they
arc embraced in the general command to
preach the grospel to every creature. The

- apostles were no doubt to make the first
offer 1o the Jews,but this having been done,
it was distinetly intimated that in the in-
scrutable counsels of God the body of the
nation kad been for a time rejected. “God
has given them the spirit of slumber, eyes
that they should not sce and cars that they
should not hear.”  Blindness in part, (not
indeed total, but stll very deen and very
cxtensive, for only “ a remnant”’ wassaved
among them) had happened to Isracl, until
the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.
This last expression, while it cannot mean
the conversion of all the Gentiles, must
cevtaiuly mean such a conversion of the
bulk of them, as few will admit to have
yet taken place. But the Jews having
rejected Christ ““ the Kingdom of heaven
was taken from them aud given to a nation
bringing forth the fruits thereof.”  The
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church was then commanded to turn to the
Gentiles, and we hold that this is now the
work of the Christian church, and that the
general conversion of the Jews is not to be
expected, till an era, which though we
hope- is drawing nigh, has certainly not yet
come.

But this is not all. The apostle in the
11th chapter of the Romans fully discusses
the question of the conversion of the Jews
and shows that it is not total and only for
a time, hut he declares that he carried on
the work among the Gentiles not only for
their sake, but in the hope and expectation
that his success among the Gentiles would
be the means of saving Jews, and that it
was through such success vouchsafed by
God to the work among the Gentiles that
they would ultimately be brought to Christ
“ Through their fall salvation is come unto
the Gentiles for to proveke them to
jealousy”, that is the rejection of the Jews
for a time was to seeure the more rapid
progress of the gospel among the heathen,
for this among other ends, that their con-
version might re-net upon the Jews., 1
speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am
the apostle of the Gentiles, 1 magnify my
oftice, if by any meaus I may provoke to
emulation them which are iy flesh, and
might save some of them.” I endeavour
to render my office glorious by bringing as
many Gentiles as possible to Christ, that it
may be the meaus of arousing my country-
men to embrace the gospel.  “Evenr so
have these also now not believed, that
through your mercy, they also may ob'ain
merey.” We venture humbly to say that
any person who carcfully exammes that
chapter in which the conversion of the
Jews is so fully considered, will see that the
apostle teaches, that it js by the success of
the gospel among the Gentiles that the
Jows are to be brought into the Christian
fold. With this we believe the experience
of modern times ccrresponds. It is uni-
versally admitted that divect missions to the
Jews have not heen very successful—they
have been frequently unsuccessful. Indeed
we lately saw it stated on high authority,
thar modern Jewish nissions were as a
aezeral rule a failure.  Of the number of
Jews converted a large proportion, indeed
all the most eminent, whose historics we
have read, were brought to Chyist not by
Jewish missions, but by providential events
in connection with the orvdinary work of
the christinn church.  If such missions
bave had some suceess, it is admitied to
have been very limited and we believe that
if the same amount of labour had been
expended aecording to the plan and in the
spirit of the apostle Paul, among Jews and
Gentiles indiscriminately, but specially to
the latter and where success among ihe
Lentiles most likely 10 act upon the Jews,

the effects even upon the latter would have
been greater than they have been. .

W hat we advocate would be a mission to
the Ioast at such & point as may appear to
be most favourable to eftorts among the
Jews (and missionaries testify that Jews
are fully more accessible than Moslems).
Wo could have our missionaries not at-
tempting what we regard as really some-
what ungeriptural and what has been found
impracticable, of keeping the Jews separate
and ministering to them as a separate clags,
but plying all the machinery ot missionar;
wark among Jews and Gentiles—embracing
every opening afforded in providence for
ministering to the former, but still labouring
to bring all without distinction into the
common fold. If Mr. McCurdy would
bring his mind to adopt this course, we
believe that he would be acting in closes
accordance with the gospel commission—
that he would be followed by the united
sympathies and prayers of the church, and
that he would have the best reason to
cxpeet that his labours would be crowned
with success.

In these remarks it will be wunder
stcod, that the writer is passing merely his
individual opinion. “The whole question
will comeup for consideration before synod,
and every scrious reader must desire, and
we trust will pray that the Counscllor of
Zion may guide them in this most important
mauern. :

P - .
PROSPEGTS OF CHURCH ESTABLISHMENTS

Dr. Robert Buchanan in concluding his
exposition of the Sustentation Fund of the
Free Church remarked as follows with re-
gard to the prospects of the Establjshed
Churches:—

Iwould fain speak, through this vencrable
assembly, to all evangelical Nonconformist
Churches, whether in our own or in other
lands ; but especially would I desire respec-
fully to speak on this subject to those of
them which hold our own Presbyterian po-
lity and our own Calvinistic crecd. My
thorongh conviction is—and the longer I
Jive the more it deepens in my mind—that
when God, in His wonder-working provi-
dence and leading us by ways that we knew
not brought us into our present position, and
when, iustead of our State endowments, He
aave to us, as a Church, our Sustentation
Jrund, He was putting into our hauds
an instrument not meant for us aloue; but
the usc of all Churches that would desire;
on the one hand, to preserve their spiritual
freedom, and, on the other, to be in a condi-
tion to do for a country that whole work,
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among the poer as well as among the rich,
which the servants of Christ were sent out
into this fallen world to perform. Itis, I
beliove, a growing conviction among
thoughtful men that &nm‘h Establishments
are becoming increasingly insecure—and
that not so much from the pressure of any
external assault, as from the opcration of
causes that arc at work within the bosom
of these Church Establishments themselves.
The difficuity of maintaining such institu-
tions is making itself felt more and more,
both on the side of the State and on the side
of the Church. In an age impaticent of all
monopolies, of all class legislation, of all
exclusive privileges, whatever is not nation-
al in fact is not likely to be Jong allowed to
continue national in form. Statesmen sce
and feel all this, and arc evidently becoming
moreand more conscious of the impossibility
especinlly under a free and popular consti-
tution like that of this country, of harmon-
ising the claims of a Church Establishment
with justice and fair dealing towards the
Nonconformists of the kingdom. The ter-
minus ad guem, in short, to which all clear-
sighted statesmen see that they aro in the
way of being rapidly driven, by the ifresist-
ible current of events, is that of cither sala-
rving all Churches, or supporting none.
Between these two alternatives this Church
of ours and all other evangelical Nonconfor-
wmist Churches in the kingdom, and in addi-
tion as I firmly believe, multitudes more, in
the Established Churches themselves, have
even alrcady conclusively made up their
minds. If the endowments of the State, in-
stead of being offered as 2 homage to truth,
are to take the character of a base compro-
mise between trath and error, and to be used
as hush-money to keep Churches quiet,
while Christ’s cause is being betrayed—then
Ihave no doubt whatever, there v *ll soon
rise up in the realm a cry so loud as to make
the deafest statesmen hear, even the indig-
nant cry of Peter to Simon Magus— Thy
money perish with thee, hecause thou hast
thought that the gift of God may be purcha-
sed with money ¥’ But the difliculty of
maintaining our existing Church Establish-
ments is felt not only un the side of the
State. The feelings of the Scottish Estab-
lishment on that subject Ishall not pretend
to interpret. Any attempt on my part to
do so would prolably be ill taken, or sct
down to the score of prejudice. This only
I will therefore venture to say, that its friends
are obviously not at case.

Whatever argaments may te offered in
defence of Church Establishment in the
abstract, there are few men of ordinary infor-
mation who would assert that any existing
Establishment is in a sadsfactory condition.

THE YEAR'S WORK,

The  May Meetings” in England, Scot-
land, Ireland and the United States have
shown on the whole that more work has
been done by the religious community dur-
ing the past twelvemonth than in any pre-
vious year. The great Bible Societies have
gathered more money and issued more co-
pics of God’s Word ; the Missionary Soci-
cties have sent forth and supported more
men than ever before. New ground has been
encroached upon, and the old has been more
thoroughly worked. In no direction has
the trumpet sounded a retreat. The hosts
of our King have gone on conquering and
to conquer. Yet us beware lest while the
good work is being donc we stand by in
idleness losing the joy of honest toil and the
reward of eternal life.

D A - . cam—
HOME MISSIORS.

BY A MISSIONARY.
No. IIL.

Conviction of duty is one thing ; perfor-
mance is something more. “ If ye knew
these things, happy are ye if ye do them.”
That to preach the gospel to cvery creature
is the Master’s commission te his church—
that to begin at home—* Jerusalem”—is
the order which he has established, and that
the destitute among ourselves have the
strongest claims upon our christian sympa-
thy and assistance, most of my readers will
readily admit. Yet kow many who make
this acknowledgment will try to shift from
themselves the responsibility et ¢arrying out
the Savieur’s ayrangcments.

Am I my brotLers keeper ? is a question
tco frequently proposed, not for the purpose
of eliciting information on a peint of duty,
but, foremphatically intimating thatnosuch
Gaty is acknowledged. Do 1 hold the
Lord’s commission ? is ashed, not to ascr-
tain what the Lord would have me to do,
but to intimate that the ministers of the gos-
pel are entrusted with this work, and that
to the clergy as a monoyoly of their ownit
is officially assigned. They it is argued
have openly enlisted under the banner of
the cross, they wear the badge of the greas
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Captain, and to them it belongs to deny
self, take up the cross and follow him.,

That the ministers of the gospe! are espe-
cially interested in the conversion of sinners
and building up the church of Christ, is
readily acknowledged When true to their
Master, they keep this object perpetually in
view, and do much to promote it. Upon
them comes daily the careof all the churches,
and they admit the obligation to preach the
gospel to regions beyond.

How the fathers of our’ church toiled and
endured, in spreading 2 knowledge of the
truth among the early and scattered scttlers
of these provinces, the limited memorials of
their self-denying labours, preserved to the
church amply testify ; and there are those
living, who could bear witness that the half
hath not been told.  Records of the mission-
ary exertions of the Apostolical McGregor
and Barnabas-like McLean, are to some ex-
tent before the church; and they are but
specimens of what the lives of their contem-
poraries might furnish, if they should be
written every one of them, to an extent that
would astonish many who now enjoy unac-
knowledged the fruit of their labours, and
sit at eascin Sion. The names of Graham,
Ross, Brown, Waddell, Dripps, McCulloch,
Keir and Douglas, and others of like cha-
racter are houschold words in the remotest
parts of the church; and they are handed
down from generation to generation, in the
Graham—Coxes, the Ross—McDonalds,
the Waddells—Fishers, the Dripps—Mec
Kennas, the Douglas’ Dicksons,the M¢Cul-
loch McCurdys and the Xeir—Geddies of
the present day. Old men, and women too,
relies of the generation fast passing away
tell of sermons heard from their lips in their
childhood, and of lasting impressions pro-
duced upon their minds by familiar counsels
reccived at their knees. With these who have
long gone to their reward, may properly be
associated the venerable Sprott, who though
still lingering on the confines of earth has
finished his peregrinations, but has left more
footmarks in our wilderness and dropped
more sweat upon our pathless wilds in doing
rough work for the Master, than any man
who survives e has sown by more wa-
ters and ministered to more of our solitary

places than any individual among his asso-
ciates. His name is perpetuated in the
Sprott-Stuarts, Baleams and Fishers who
furnish evidences of the high esteem in which
his character and labours are held, where
his welcome visits are no fonger cnjoyed.

Had these mef so lived and so laboured
under the patrcnage and oversight of a
missionary organization, had records of
their perils by sca and by land, over moun-
tains and through wildernesses in summer
heat and winter storms been written and
preserved, they would have immortalised
their authors; and their memoirs would
have ranked with those of the Elliotts the
Brainerds the Careys and the Williamses.
But because they were missionaries only in
being sent out, and because they laboured
among civilized men, and alone, none to
care whether they lived or died, and because
of their own unassuming estimate of their
performances, and multitudinous employ-
ments,n0 permanent record was made of
their trials and triumphs, and the place that
once knew them will speedily know them po
more for ever. The church, planted by
their toils, and cherished by their sacrifices
and their prayers, is nevertheless their me-
morial, and their record is on high. Their
sons and sons’ sons who have entered into
their labours furnish illustration of their
zeal for the Lord ; and the sons of the pro-
phets, trained to take up their mantles when
they should lay them aside, indicated their
far sightedness and their concern for
tho generations that should follow them.
How they toiled, and how they prayed, and
how they contended earncstly for the faith,
in providing a native minisiry, the whole
history of liberal education in these provin-
ces may tell. They found a monopoly of
leayning in the hands of a dominant chureh,
and, in the face of antagonisin that would
have daunted less ardent zeal they founded
an Institution of learning, which inaug-
urated a new era in the history of these
provinces. They saw disciples oftheirown
training, fellow-helpers in their work, and
sharers in their joys; and they left this tran-
sitory scene with the assurance that while
they were gathered to their fathers, the
Lord’s work would go on.
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Dr. McCulloch, who lived before his
time, and sawinto the future, sacrificed him-
self for the enlargement of our Zion. The
generation that came after him are working
out the principles which he propounded, but
could not persuade the chureh of his time
to adopt. Ie maintained it to be the duty
of the church to educate her own ministers,
and provide for the perpetuation of divine
ordinances for succeeding gencrations. He
insisted that she was eventhien able, by har-
monious cooperation among her members,
(to furnish all the necessary means.  In the
excreise of his own versatile talents; and by
his own multitudinous Iabours, he showed
what might be done when men are in car-
nest, and conscerate all their powers to a
lofty enterprise, in dependence upon the di-
recting and sustaining ageney of God.

He was supported especiadly by thelabor
and prayers of his brethren McGregor and

Ross who bore with him the heat and bur-
den of the day, who tanght the poiwer of
numbers to achieve great things, even when
individual sacrifices were sieall.  In their
ladics-penny-n-week-societies and monthly
collections for religious purposes, they
taught the doctrines of systematic benefi-
cence, and laid the foundation of the varions
qrganizations which now so materially aid
in carrying forward the grand schemes of
the church, and which when fully developed
and universally adopted promise to accom-
plish such glorious things.

To the lalours of these fathers and their
coadjutors, is the church indebted fora large
portion of her present pastors and mission-
aries, and for the cducational machinery
which not only provides for the present but
prowmises so much for the future. In their
cducational enterprises these fathers were
confident that they had the countenance of
Ziov’s King. Dr. McGregor was aceus-
tomed to vemark, in the midst of their strug”
gles in support of tl:e Pictou Academy, that
¢ven should he sce the edifice in ashes, and
their hopes for the time prostrate in the dust,
he was confident that Phoenix-like it would
rise from the dead, and nccomplish the work
whereto it had been sent.  With all his faith
however, it is questionable if ¢ver he anti-
cipated that we should so soon have a Di-

vinity Hall with onc beneficed Professor,
and two such eflicient associntes; or that
from our own schools of the prophets we
should so early have sent seven well equip-
ped missionaries to the Isles of the South.
Much less could he have imagined that we
should have a translation of the New Tes-
tament in a Ianguage which our own agents
abroad were mainly instrumental in firsy
systematizing and committing to writing,
and then making the vehicle of conveying,
in their own tongue, to a newly clevated
people, the wonderful works of God. To
the instrumentality of these fathers is it
mainly owing, that our church is rendered
independent of fereign agency in carrying
on the Master’s work ; and that in some of
the highest places—hearing some of the
highest honours—are home trained agents
employed.

By evangelists, on wkom their mantles
have fallen, the remotest portions of these
Provinces have been visited, and congrega-
tions have been gathercd which are now
enjoying constant pastoral oversight where,
in their day, the forests were unbroken and
the red men and wild beasts roamed.

Owing to their enterprise and forecast,
there are labourers now in the service of the
church, occupying high places—planting
and watering desolate wastes—cherishing
new organizations—and breaking up fallow
ground—sccond to none in intellectual vi-
gor, educational attainments, moral charac-
ter and influence, and christian zeal and de-
votedness. Surely then the Clergy have
done and are doing their share of their Mas-
ter’s work.

True, all that they have achieved has not
been acconlished Ly their own unaided of-
forts. Their people drank of their spirit,
and came to their help. By them the peo-
ple were taught to know their duty, to ac-
knowledge their privileges, and to realize
the power of combination among the many,
and co-operation among the weak. Their
plans need only to be carried fully out, to
accomplish under God the work committed
to their care. They have ceased from their
Iabors. Others have cntered into their la-
bours; and the work widens and decpens ay
years roll on. Jt widens. 1t spreads noi
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only over desolate portions of our own land,
that complain “No man ecareth for our
souls”, but the whole ficld—the world—

opens up to view. The spirit of missien !

enterprise points us to the Greek and the
Jew, as well as to Islands beyond, which the
Dayspring has gone to explore. The ery
from all theseis, © Come overand help us,”
and it meets a response in the hearts and
fcom the lips and the pens of more or fewer
ia the bosom of the church.  ft deepens—
It requires move decp-toned piety—more de-
termination—more ardent love—more vig-
orous zeal—more anxious concern for the di-
vine glory and for the triumph of the cross
—more thorough sclf-consccration—more
fervent prayer—and more single-cyed ves-
peet to the great recompense of reward. It
demands more vigorous intellectual power
—more thorough mental discipline—more
extended scientific, philosophical, philolo-
gical, hermencutical and theological re-
search. These are specially called for to
preserve the towers—maintain the bulwarks
and uphold the palaces of Zion. More of
thespiritof meckness and more of the tongue
of firc are required to tell to the generation
following the wondrons works which we
have heard with our cars, and onr fathers
have told us, the works which God is work-
ing in our day for the consummation of his
divine purposes to man, and for bringing
hometo Zion the last of his redeemed, shout-
ing grace, grace unto it.  Much of what is
nceded Toust come from the Master’s hand
and he has promised and is faithful. But
for much he depends upon the co-operation
of his pedple whom he honors with a part-
nership in this glorious work. The Lord
of the harvest will send labourers into his
harvest, but for this the command is, ““ Pray
ye.” ¢ Then the heathen that are left

round about youshallknow that ¥ the Lord |
build the ruined places, and plant that that |

wag desolate. I the T.ord have spoken it,
and X willdoit Thus saith the Lord God,
I will yet for this be enquired of by the
house of Isracl to do it for them. ¥ willin-
esease them with men like a flock. His
agents arc men. The treasure is in carthen
vessels.  They must be cherished and sas-
taimed. Thus hath the Lord oristned that

they that preach the gospel should live of
the gospel, and the workman is worthy of
his hire. Thetithes are in the people’s hands.
They are the salt of the earth. To them
the Lord who prospers them imperatively
says—*“ Bring all the tithes into the store-
house, that there may be meat in my house.”
For lahourers the Lord looks to the prayers
of his people. Tor their support he de-
pends upon the tithes. Shall they vot be
given ?

e GO I DB D e

Gne Soveign IMissions,

Letter from Rev. D. Morr'son.

MrerLBoURNE, AUSTRALIA, Mar.4, 1864.
My Dear Mr. Editor,—

We are now in Mell:ourne. We got in
vesterday, after a passage of forty-nine days
from the Cape of Geod Hope.

If we hadnow to tell our rcaders of a sad
shipwreck, of days spent in open boats, of
keen sufferings from Lunger, from thirst and
from sickness ; of days and nights of painful
anxicty and suspense, of hairbreadth es-
capes, It of final deliverance, would not
their heart be filled with gratitude and their
month with praise, for the tidings of our safe
arrival?  'We are here now, all of us that
left Nova Scotia in the Dayspring, safe and
sound. We are not only brought hither in
safety, but without having even seen danger,
and without having expericnced on our voy-
age anything approaching necessity or dis-
tress. O then, if we weuld be grateful to
God for a safe passage, though with hair-
bieadth cscapes, let us Le much more o
when he Las given us the greater mercy of

. safety with comfort. It is asad sign if when

i

God multiplies comforts to us, we are less
grateful thanwhen the rod is upon us. This
is a state of mind which will, undoubtedly,
bring down the rod npon us.

The latter part of our voyage hes been
performed with cqual comfort and safety as
the first.

In this place we meet, as might beex-
pected, with much Christian sympathy and
kindness. 'Wec had to-day several visits on
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board from brethren in the ministry and
other friends, by whom arrangements have
been made to entertain us on shore, during
the stay of the vessclhere.  Stepsare taken
to have a public meeting here next week,
of which I hope to give you some accouunt
before I closc.

On our arrival here, we were astonished
to find that Mr. and Mis. Geddie are here
on their way to Nova Scotin. Though we
regret that they are not hefore us, on Anei-
teum, to lend us the valuable assistance of
their counsel and experience, we rejoice that
they are here hoping that the change may
he beneficial to their health.  Since they
Ieft the island their youngest child has been
taken away.

He brings us the pleasing intelligence of
Mrs. Johnston’s marriage to Mr. Copeland.
We are rejoiced to Lope that now, her ser-
vices shall be continued to the mission for
many years to come.

Lidella (Lathella), one of the Anexteum
chiefs and his wife, are with Mr. Geddie.
They left with tle purpose of going to No~
va Scotia; but I fear that they shall have
to return to their native island, as her health
is rather delicate.

Moxpar, 7th.

Yesterday we had the pleasure of hearing
Bishop Patteson of New Zealand. Hegave
us a good scrmon enforcing the duty of send-
ing the gospel to the heathen around. He
is a man of noble birth, but of Christian hu-
mility. e did not appeal to the vanity or
feclings of his audience. Ie set our duties
before us on christian grounds, our love to
the Saviour, and to the souls of men; our
obligations to do something for Him who
has done so much for us, and our responsi-
bility to Him, as possessing the Gospel, for
our heathen ncighbours who perish for lack
of knowledge. e did not seck us to do the
TLord’s work from unhallowed motives, but
endeavoured to get us todo it from motives
worthy of the cause.

Here, let me observe, that by setting un-
worthy motives before men to stimulate
them to do God service, we get them to des-
troy their own souls under the guise of serv-
ing God ; and to grieve the Spirit so that
our labors are not blessed. Let us see to it

then that we not only do the work of the
Lord, but that we do it in his own way, as
we are tuught in the Bible——with a single
eye to his glory.

TuESDAY 8th,

This day week the children ore to visit the
vessel in a body. Afterwards they are to
be addressed by the missionaries, before they
return to their homes. On the evening of
the same dny we are to have a meeting of
the adult friends of the mission, in Dr.
Cairns’s church,

Here we are received with all christian
kindness. As soon as we arvived, we have
been taken by the hard, and brought from
the vessel, to enjoy the hospitality of bre-
thren in the town. Heve there is a very
strong interest manifested in our Mission,
The first fruit of this interest is the Day-
spring, From anything that appears now
much more may be expected.  Our christian
fricnds here have alveady given us their mo-
ney. Now they give us the right hand of
fellowship and their prayers, and no doubt
their moncy in time to come as our mission
may need.

You will be glad to learn that the vessel
gives universal satisfaction here.  'We muss
call at Geclong and Sydney before proceed-
ing to the islands.

WEDNESDAY, 16th.

Yesterday the children visited the Day-
spring. It was a day as beautiful and balmy
as one could wish, naither too warm nor too
cool. About ten a. m., the first instalment
arrived at the vessel.  'We sent them down
to the cabin about 70 at & time, and then
marched them back to make room for others.
We loaded and unloaded the 70 in about
nine minutes. This process continued till
5.p. m. The wharf was crowded with a
sea of happy little faces eager for their turn
to plant their little feet on the deck of the
Dayspring. We had hard work to keep or-
der so that none was crowded, and none
kept from passing into our cabin. Theday
was a happy one among the Sabbath school
children here, and a day long to beremem-
bered. They are greatly pleased to see our
good little vesse), the result of their efforts
in the cause of Christ. Ofcourse, we gave
them disginctly to understand that they were
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not the sole owncrs—that our Sabbath
school children in Nova Scotia have alsoan
interest in her. The day came to o cloge
without any accident more serious than nose
bleeding occurring. The children wore at-
tended by their Sabbath school teachers, and
by many of their parents. 1t was estimated
that not fewer than 5000 persons visited the
vessel.

In the evening weo had & missionary meet-
ing which was very well attended, and ma-
nifested the decp and decpening interest
which is taken in our mission by our chris-
tian friends here.

Yours in the bonds of christian affection.

Doxarp Morrisox.
Rev. R, Murray, Halifux,

s
Aeligions Futelligenee,

UNITED PSESBYTESIAN SYNOD.

This venerable court met in Edinburgh
in May. Rev. Dr. King, of London was
elected Moderator. All the proceedings
indicated great earnestness in the work of
the Lord ; and the statistics of the church
in Scotland, aud England, and in the
nmission field testified to unprecedented
activity, liberality, and success. In con-
neetion  with the church there arc 910
sabbath schools, taught by 9036 teachers,
and attended by 72,322 scholars. It is
wiscly proposed to take these nurseries of
the church under fuller supervision, and
turn to them meore fully the attention of
ministers and elders and christian people in
general. There is no department of chris-
tian work in which it is easier or more
delightful to labour than in the sabbath
school, and none is more secure of ample
reward.

With regard to Psalmody the Synod
adopted the following Report which we
rccommend to the attention of our own
congregations :—

“Your committec continue still, where-
ever therc is occasion for it, to visit our
churches, and by lectures and illustrations

on the subjeet to endeavour to stir up the
spirit of improvement both as to the method

of acquiring’'and the methad of practising

the music of the house ¢ God, and in
most cases with very satisfactory results.
In these Inbours their desire was not only
to convince our people of the poor and un-
worthy manner in which the praise of the
house of God was performed, but to awaken
a new interest in the subject, and to show
how it could boe remedied, hut to place the
matter in a Scriptural form before them,
explain and urge the important nature and
exalted pwrposes of this part of worship,
and impress upon their minds the duty that
Iny upon every one of them to engoge in
the study and practise of it till they could
render tf)c sougs of the sanctuary worthy of
their place and the presence of Ilim to
whom they were presented.  They feel that
our Churches will never rise up to the ful-
filment of their duty in this respect until
they have a more Scriptural idea of the
whole subject of praise than they now have
or long have had—until they sco it to be us
imperative, as solemnn, as sacred as prayer
or the preaching of the Word—until they
are taught that every Christian is bound to
devote his heart and soul to the work as in
the sight of God, and expressive of their
love and gratitude to Him—until, in shert,
the service of praise takes a place in their
judgments higher than it ever has done, as
high as the Word of God assigns to it.
But for this purpose we require the aid of
the ministry of the Church, or we shall
never, we fear, attain it.  'We require that
the pulpit shall take up the subject of praise
in a style and spirit it has not yet done, and
educate the people to a higher appreciation
of the only part of the service in which
they andibly take a part. The committee
have watched with increasing interest the
progress that of late years has been made
in the spread of musical knowledge and
taste. It has been extrnordinary, and is
still advancing. It is cultivated at the
present time in society in almost every

ossible way as a branch of education, and
1s fast leavening the masses of the commu-
nity. There perhaps has never heen a
time in the history of our country when it
was more cultivated than itis at the present
moment, aud when a desire for it in its
highest form was more manifested. The
committee, in conclusion, would say that
this year they have cmploi'ed no special
teachers—as that had ceased to be so neces-
sary as it was before—and there were limits
to that agency which they could not pass.
They have in hand at present an appeal to
the Churches, which they expect soon to
place in the hands of all the members of
our denomination ; and they invite through
vou the ministers and sessions of the Church
to bring the subject of praise, its duties, its
drawbacks, and its advantages, before the
heople committed to their care, most will-
ingly preferring any advice or agsistance
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which it is in theiv power to give,”

The question of Union was very fully
and ably discussed, and a friendly and
unanimons deliverance arrived at. There
are now negotintions open hetween the fol-
lowing churches: Free Church, United
Presbyterian Churel, Reformed, Oviginal
Sceession, and  Fuglish  Presbyterian
Churches.  Difliculties will arise but the
prevailing couviction is that by the grace
of the Ilead of the Chureh all shall be
overeome.  Some members of the United
Presbyterian Synod expressed a fear of
“swamping their voluntaryism,” bue the
wise leaders and the great bulk of the minis-
ters and people seem pleased with what has
been aheady accomplished and sanguine
with regaud to the future.

The following is an abstract of the Foreign
Mission Beport of the Synod :—

JAMAICA,

This mission, including the Grand* Cay-
man, consists of twenty-six congregations.
It appears from the statisties and reports
that have heea received, that 320 persons
were admitted to the Church for the first
time; that the membership on the st of
January lasg year was 5626, being a decrease
as compared with 1862 of 237; that there
were 778 candidates, and that the sum
raised for all purposes was £3985 16s.103d.,
being an average per member of 14s. This
is less by £204 than the income was in
1862.  All the missionaries concur in de-
claring that 1863 was the most trying year
for the people of Jamaica that any of them
had known. As the result of a severe
drought, which lasted for several months,
the crops of ground provisions and of
coftee were scanty and bad, and this scarcity
reduced to great straits those in the upland
regions who depend for food and moncy
apon the produce of their small portions of
land. The abandonment of cstates in the
lower conntry threw large nambers out of
cmployment, whilst wages, even when
labour could be had, did not average more
than 9d. a day. The price of imported
provisions, to which all classes had to have
recourse, and of cotton cloth, the chicef
material of dress, was very high; so that
many conld neither obtain suflicient food
nor decent clothing.  These things follow-
ing the adverse year of 1862, when the
country waseiuged by long-continued and
destyuctive rains, thoroughly impoverished
and depressed the people.” In these circum-
stances it is wonderful, and shows the
strength of steady principle which exists in
many of the congregatious, that the contri-

butions of the membiers have averaged 48,
per head.  To these material influences,
which during two yearsheve been operating
against the mission, is to be added the com-
parative coldness with vegard to Divine
things which succceded the revival excite-
ment, and which in several congregationg
has led to relapsc. nnd caused o larger
number of suspensions and exclusions than
for some time had occarred.  Tho o things
explain satisfactorily the small diminution
both in the membership and in the income
which has tyken placein 1863, But whilst
the rule at which we should aim, and which
the Divine Word warrants us to expect, is
continned progress, still experience tells us
that in every mission there is cloud as well
as sunshine—recess as well as tlow ; flue-
tuations which teach the need of combining
energy with incessant dependence on the
biessing of Gad.  And weare not to forgot
what has been stated, that 320 persous have

*during the year been added to the Church;

that thousands have amidst abounding
temptatious heen kept in the right way;
that many havo died in the faith of Jesus;
and that the sceds of Divine truth have
Leen widely sown both on the Sabbath and
in week-lay clagses, which by Divino gra ¢
will yet hear fruit to the glory of Gad.
Comparing the state of things in the mission
with what it was in 1859—only tour years
ago—it appears that 1448 adults have been
added to the membership ; that, notwith-
standing these nuincrous aceessions, there
are still 778 candidates; that the Sabbath
classes have increas:d hy 112 and the
scholars by 850; that £897 mote hve been
raised for income than in 1859; aund that
whilst in that year only £1581 went to the
payment of ministers’ sa'avies, the sum
allocated to that purposs in 1863 wsx
£2383, or an increase of £802. Thee
details show thatin membership, in Sabbarh
classes, and in income the mission has in
these four years been enlarzed to the extent
of newrly one-third; and when this impor-
tant and valuable fact is looked at, we
cannot but accord with the opinion which
the Rev. Mr. Gillies expressed in the
Jamaica Synod, whilst vevie ing the statis-
tics, when he said, “1 regard the condition
of the denomination as exceedingly gratify-
ing; for the most cantious judge eannos
refuse to admit, speaking in general terms,
that it is one of much prosperity and pro-
misc.”  The report then gives an accouns
of each of the twenty-six congregations ;
states that there arc 44 day-schools, with
3189 names on the rolls ; that the theolo-
gical students, two in number were, in con-
sequence of the lamented death of the Rev,
Alexander Renton, taught by the Rev. Mr.
Carlisle, of Brownsville, and that the aca
demy at Montego Bay was attended by 1

missionary studeuts and 50 public scholars.
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JEWI1SI MISSIONS.

1. Aleppo, in Syrin, with the out-stations,
of Killis aud Idleh. The Rev. R. Grant
Brown, who hegan his mission in 1858,
resigned  his charge in May last, and loft
the service of the committee; and the
‘mission is at present under the charge of
the Rev. John Wortabet, M. D,  The
chiof event at Aleppo has been the forma-
tion of n Little Church, consisting of four
natives, two resident in Aleppo, and two
trom Killis,  ‘I'he success which has marked
the work in Aleppo has exeited the hostiliny
and strenuous opposition of the Maronite
clergy,  ‘Che schools in Aleppo, in Killis,
and at Idleb ave attended by nearly 180
scholars, and the progress which these are
making in seriptural knowledge is spoken
of in exceedingly favourable terms, 2.
Algerig, in North Afvica.  In May last the
commiittee found it necessary to dismiss the
Rev. Benjamin Weiss, and from that time
w the close of the year the work was carried
vit by the two assistant evangelists.  After
caretul deliberation, it was resolved by the
committee to offer this mission to  the
wsteemed brethven of the Union of Evan-
weliead Churches in France, it boing under-
stood that whilst they would provide the
wents and manago tfle mission, the com-
wmirtee would, in order that a fair tial
might be made, grant support for three
yeaws at the rate of at least £300 a year.
The reasons which induced the committee
w take this step—first, that 25 the language
spoken in Algiers is French, it was deemed
that & minister whose native tongue that is
would, more likely than one sent from this
country, revive and enlarge the congrega-
tion formed there ; secondly, that as Algiers
isa colony of France, where a large number
of nominal Protestants exist, it is a field
which belongs appropriately to & French
Church ; and, thirdly, it was hoped that a
mizsion out of France would interest the
wembers of the Union Churches, engage
their prayers,aud draw forth their pecuniary
recourees, and in this way promote the
prosperity of that body in which we have
long felt a deep and cordial interest.  The
Yrench brethren, afteranxious consideration
entered heartily jnto the measure, and the
Committee of Fvangelization have selected
and sent out the Rev. Mr. Ribard, in whose
judgment, picty, and energy they have
great confidence.  Mr. Ribard rcached
Algeria in the close of December, found
matters in @ very unsettled state, and has
since been occupied in making himself
acquainted with the people, preaching on
the Lord’s day, and getting things put into
working order.

INDIA.—RAJPOOTANA.
This mission is situated in the British
province of Ajmerc and Maiawars, more

than 600 miles due north of Bombay. The
province has nearly 400,000 inhabitants,
and it is surrounded by native Rajoot
States, all accessible to the missivnary,
with a population it is snid, of seventeen
millions, entircly destitute of the Gospel.
The mission was begun by the Rev.
Willinmson Shoolbred in March, 1860.
‘The utmost fucilities were found to exist
there for the preaching of the Gospel, the
opening of srhools, and for all parts of
evangelistic work.,  The mission has now
ten Buropean agents, including seven or-
dained missionarics, two medical mission-
aries, and an evangelist;  three native
evaneelists, and more than twenty native
school teachers.  All our ncents who have
heen there two years are abl: to converse
with the people in their own language, and
more or Jess fluently to preach to them the
doctrines of the Gpspel.  Four central
stations have been formed—Beawr, Nusser-
abad, Ajmere, and Todgwrh in the Mair-
wora hills. The three first formed have
buen some time in operation, and tho lust,
Todgurl, planted i a most bmportans
district, is just begun.  The grace of God
has been manifested in the conversion of
six natives, and several hopeful inquirers
are receiving instruction with a view to
baptism.  Alittle church has Leen formed
in Beawr, and the ordinance of the Supper
has been there twice dispensed in the native
langnage. A native has been Paptized at
Nusserabad, and the last letter from Ajmere
states that a Jain pricst has there renounced
his religion and cembraced  Christianity.
The work is carried on by preaching in the
hazaars, in the villages, and in the schools,
by preaching itineracies over wide districts
of country, where attentive audicnces are
casily obtained, and by the circulation of
tracts and ‘portions of the Word of God.
The mission has been strengthened by the
recent arrival of three missionaries—the
Rev. Dr. Shields, and Messrs. Gavin Mar-
tin and James Gray—whose coming has
greatly cheered the hearts of the brethren
formerly in the field. Twenty-six day
school< are in operation, and nearly 1000
children are getting 8 useful education, the
most valuable part of which is carcful Bible
instruction,

GERERAL ASSEMB. Y OF THE FREE CEURCH.

This veuerable courtmet in the Assembly
Hall, Edinburgh, on the 18th May, PriN-
ciranL Famrnairn, of Glasgow, was
chosen Moderator. ARl the work of the
Church appears to be in a prosperouns con-
dition. The Sustentation Fund is larger
than ever lLefore, and the iuterest in the
other schemes of the churchbas rot fagged.
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Dr. Islay Burns was clected as Colleague
and Successor to Professor Hetherington,
of Glasgow—the latter being laid aside by
paralysis. Dr. Duns, of Torphichen, has
been appointed Lecturer on Natural Science
in the New College, Ecinburgh.  The Rev.
Dr. Guthric has been compelied to give up
preaching ; and the Assembly adopted 2
minute recording their sense of the great
value of hisservices.—One evening—Friday
the 27th—was devoted to the celebration
of Calvin’s Ter-centenary. In this meeting
the United and Reformed Preshyterians co-
operated with the Free Church, and the
meeting was held in the Free Assembly
Hall. .

A very able discussion took place with
regard to the Union question, which ter-
ninated in o unanimous deliverance in
favour of farther negociation and cffort.

With regard to Missions to the Jews it
appears that at Amsterdam the missjon not
only holds its ground, but is making sure,
though slow progress. The mission church
is as well attended as in former years, and
the preaching of the gospel there has been
2 testimony against prevailing rationalism,
the means of bringing life to many souls,
and has also contributed, in no small degree
to create an interest in the object of the
mission, and to draw forth the sympathies
of the people in behalf of Isracl. With
the church is connected a Sabbath-school
of about 200 children, taught by ladies and
$tzcntlcmcn, members of the congregation.
The Lord’s-day services and prayer meet-
ings continue as formerly reported. Al
the year round there have been inquirers ;
and'on the 1st October, Mr. Schwartz bap-
tised a young Jew and an aged Jewess.

“ The IHerald, Mr. Schwartz’s weekly
paper, has now reached a cirenlation 1500,
being by far the most read of any of the
Christian newspapers.

“During a portion of last year Mr
Tdward was absent from Breslau. On his
return he began to seek acquaintances on
the streets, and to re-visit the houses to
which he had acceas. Many interesting
conversations oceurred ; but the most ap-
palling symptom is, that 2ven when a Jew
is engaged on some spiritual subject, he
treats it as & matter of speculation, or asa
topic on which he is pleased to exercise his
dialectical powers.

Important operations have been com-
menced among the Jews in various parts of
Hungary. Very interesting letters were

zead from the Bohemian Churches express-

ing gratitudefor aid received and returning
friendly greetings.

Dr. Duxcan related an instance of
Jowish conversion which came under his
own observation while a missionary ag
Pesth :—

In connection with Pesth, I may be per-
mitted to drop n tear of the Christian’s
hopeful sorrow in memoriam of my aged,
and dearly beloved friend Alexander Saphir,
whose address on the occasion of his bap-
tism caused so much excitementand inquiry,
not in Pesth only, but far and wide. Fur-
nished with a letter to him, from his fiiend
Dr. Keith, I called on him soon after my
arrival.  We entered into conversation,
and, as he understood English very well,
he was for some time a constant attendant
on our preaching. ‘This, and our intimacy
after, a little was for a while suspended, till
the death of his daughter, a half-witted
girl, who, there is reason to think, loved
Christ, for she was in the way of taking
aside the beggars and others who called at
the house, and asking them to tell her some-
thing about Jesus. I embraced the oppor-
tunity thus presented of calling, and, after
attempting to administer consolation from
the Old Testament as far as I could, with-
out compromising the claims of Him who
alone is “ the way and the truth and the
life,” I said I would have proposed to pray
with the afflicted family, but I could not
pray only in the name of Jesus He
answered, “You may pray.” Our inti-
macy was then renewed, and I have still 2
vivid rceollection of our standing together
at tho window of my house, when in repl
to something I said to him, he replied wit
a look of intense sorrow, “If I could but
believe that! My father was a pious Jew ;
but alas ! Voltaire, Volney, and Rousseau
shook my faith; and though I can no
longer trust them, the moral principle, the
faith of the heart, has been supplanted.
From that grief I augured good. Shortly
after, T was lying ill in bed when he came
to visit me, I said I had been lately reading
the work of Rabbi Solomor of Candia,
entitled Torah u Philosophia (The Law
and Philosophy), and that I admired the
strength of the Rabbi’s faith in the predic-
tions that  the light of the moon shall be
like that of the sun,” and that ¢ the lion
shall eat straw like the ox,” and said that
the evidence of revelation is such that, on
the strength of it, I could, If necessary
(which T did not think it was), like the
Rabbi reccive them literally.  There fol-
lowed a philosophico religious conversation,
and Icould sce that he went away much
improved. Shortly after we had the dis-
pensation of the Lord’s Supper, which was
tolerated only at private worship, I being
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held accountable for the invitations issued.
Having a strong impressipn that A. Saphir
was, though .ndeclared, a believer, Xinvited
him to be present as the only spectator.
But what a thrill of delight was felt by, I
believe, the whole little company, when
after the service we heard the voice of
Saphir tremulously clear rise above the
rest, singing the doxology—
“To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,

The God whom we adore,

Be glory, as it was, and is,

And shall he evermore.”
Returning from Leghorn, to which the
kind attention of the Church had sent me,
I found Saphir a member of our little
Church. Afterwards, I learned that for
months before his profession he had been
in the habit of expounding the New Testa-
ment cvery evening in his family, and
calling on his son Adolph to pray, which
he did in the name of Jesus. ¥ew, I fear,
were the professedly Christian families in
Pesth, where the name of our Lord Jesus
was hononred as in this one, still nominally
Jewish. He was, by grace, enabled to
maintain a cousistent profession of the
Christian faith, His faculties, which were
naturally superior, and improved by a good
education and subsequent assiduous culture
were latterly much enfecbled by old age.
Upheld by divine grace, he continued to
cling to the Saviour, and died with the
baptisial confession of the Ethiopian
cunuch, “ I believe that Jesus Christ is the
Son of God.”

We subjoin & few extracts from an elo-
quent speech by Rev. Moody Stuart in
reference to the Jewish Mission :—

From the good effect that missions to the
Jews so often have upon the Gentiles, along
with the slow progress of conversion among
the Jews themselves, some have drawn the
hasty inference that a directly Continental
wmission would be better, at least for the
present.  One conclusive reply to this
argument is that such a mission would not
be tolerated in Austria, where so much of
our work lies, and where the mission to the
Jews is our only opening either for Bible
circulation or for preaching the Word of
Life. But, besides, it is very doubtful if
the more direct effort would be cqually
cftectual 3 we rather conclude that the God
of Abraham blesses the message to the
Gentiles because we carry it to the Jews.
In the ministry we are all reaping fruit
aside from our great object—in the passing
stranger, perhaps, rather than m our own
people, or from the passing remark rather
than from the chief subject of our sermon ;
but we are only thereby encouraged to per-
severe in onr regular work. Many years
ago, after preaching fromthe text, * Rejoice
in the Lord alway,” a woman czlled to

thank me for the Lenefit she hiad derived
from the sermon; and on asking what it
was that she had found so profitable, I was
humbled by the reply, “ Oh, it was just the
text yon repeated, ¢ Blessed are they that
mourn.’”’  These words I bad quoted in
passing, but if I had preached from them
they would probably have been without
cffect. We acknowiedge that it is more
difficult to convert the Jew than the Gentile ;
but I would ask the Assembly to look first
at some of the special causes of difliculty,
and then at the strong reasons for persever-
ing notwithstanding. And in the difficultics
1 shall not dwell on the ill treatment of the
Jew by the Christian, as referred to in my
notice before last collection, in tho case of
a Dutch boor who last summer haughtily
refused a cup of cold water to a thirst
Israclite, saying, “ Go away, dog; s}m]l§
give water to the murderer of my Lord 7"
But I shall quote on this point a striking
passage from a sermon by Mr. Spurgeon:—
“The Jews have for many a generation
been cursed by all people. Yor ages no one
had a good word or a kind look for a Jew.
In every nation they have been persccuted
and hunted like beasts of prey. The fol-
lowers of the fierce Mahomet have notbeen
their only encmies, for the children of the
Babylonian harlot have equally thirsted for
their blood. In our own country, in the
dark ages, it was accounted God’s service
to afflict the Israelites, and the day upon
which the Church celebrated our Saviour’s
passion was chosen for the public stoning
of His own brethren if they ventured into
the streets. To be a Jew was, in the esti-
mation of thatera, to be deserving of all
scorn and cruelty, and of no pity or con-
sideration. T'o what exactions, to what
fines, to what imprisonments and tortures,
have not the sons of Jacob been subjected
by the professed followers of the Messinh.
It is perhaps the greatest of all modern
miracles, thatthere should be onedew upon
earth who is a Christian, for the treatment
they have reccived from pretended Chris-
tians has been enough to make them hate
the name of Jesus ; it has been not simply
villainous, but diabolical. Devils in hell
could not be more cruel to their victims
than professed Christians have been to the
sons of Abraham. They have been a curse
indeed. The whole vocahulary of abuse
has been exhausted upon them ; among all
nations they have been a hissing and a bye-
word. But the day is coming, yea it dawns
already, when the whole world shall discern
the true dignity of the chosen sced, and
shall seek their compan{, because the Lord
hath blessed them. In that day when
Tsrael shall Jook upon him whom they have
ierced, and shall mourn for their sins, the
ew shall take his true rank among the
nations as an clder brother and a prince.
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The covenant made with Ahraham, to bless
all nations by his sced, is unot vevoked;
heaven and carth #hall pass away, but the
chosen nation shall not te blotted out from
the book of remembrance.  The Lord hath
not cast away his people; he has never
given their mother a bill of divorcement ;
ke has never put them away; in.a litte
wrath he had hidden his face from them,
but with great mercies will he gather them.
The natural branches shall again be en-
grafted into the olive together with the wild
olive grafiings from among the Gentiles.
In the Jew, tivst and chiefly, shall grace
triumph through the King of the Jews,
O time, fly thou with rapid wing, and bring
the auspicions day.”  Butindependently of
treatment, good or bad, the Jew is more
difticult to convert than the Gentile, because
his rcligion is older and pervades his
thoughts more deeply. Ile can go back
with undoubted certainty for four thousand
years and say, we have Abrakam to our
father; and he retains to this day the seal
of circumcision which God gave to his
father Abrahwin. It is blindness that pre-
vents him exchanging it for the trug ¢ir-
cumeision of the heart in Christ Jesus, but
in his blindness he glories in a natural aud
religious desvent through four millenniums;
and it is not a few yvears of ctlovt that will
loosen the rivet which has fettered the
nation so long. The Jews were also more
religious than any nation on the faceof the
carth ; more occupied with the true religion
than other nations with the false. How
lightly religion rested on the Greek and
Romaniu comparison! Withother nations
it was a part of their life, but with the Jews
it was the chief object; it was not national
cames that engrossed their thoughts, but
areat religious festivals.  And this special-
ity has still Jeft its decp stanp on the
national character in all its degencracy.
The word$ of the Lord te be written on the
lintels and the door-posts, and to lic as
frontlets between the eyes, are new but the
dead letter of a dark superstition ; but that
letter is branded deeply into the national
character,  ‘I'ake #n cxtreme case on the
other side—the case of the heathen in Africa.
I have seen the Africans on the western
shores of the Atlantic, and lcarned some-
thing of how rapidly they can be converted
to & nominal Clristianity. In the Brazils,
where so larze & portion of the population
is African, they still retnin Popish usages
which are nearly obsolete in Europe ; and
in their great religious festival they still
enact the tragic comedy of Pontius Pilate
and Judas Iscariot, from which the Punch

and Judy of our streets is descended.,

Along with this folly they 'slso retain a
beautifal salutation, which I have never
heard -clsewhere, though I believe it is still
found on the Continent. Many ycars ago

I vode throygh some of the mountaing of
Brazil, where were no inns, and we had to-
cast ourselves on a willing hospitality.,  One
orning, after riding three howms before
breakfast, we came to the house of a Bra-
zilian gentleman, a great huntsiman, where
we expected that strangers would Le made
welcome.  Having scen a man who took
our horses, we found the outer gate open
and we entered the wide court; we ascend-
cd the outer staircase and could find no
servant and no mcans of calling onc; hut
the door was open, and we entered the
liouse ; we climbed a second flight of stairs,
but met no oue; we passed alonga corridor
with the roof and walls hung with all
implements of the chase, not for ornament
but for use; guns, pistols, spears, bits,
bridles, and enormous spurs, along with
dagger-shaped knives awd every .sort of
hunting gear. We had Leen impelled by
hunger from the morning mountain air,
but now began to be nervous for our recep-
tion from the mighty Nimrod within, to
fenr Jost we were intruding too far into his
penctralia, and to think of retreating. But
Jjust at that moment a scrvant appeared to
our great rclief—a fine lad of sixteen, girt
with a white tumic round the chest, in
snowy contrast to his jet black naked arms
aud limbs. 1le bowed with a sweet .smile
antl saluted us :—Louvado seja nosso Sen-
hor Jesu Christo—Blessed be our Lord
Jesus Christ. The words were most pleasant
in themselves, and in that moment it was
sweet music in our cars to be thus wel-
comed in the name of the YLord. He
introduced us into his master’s room, who
entertained us most. Lospitably. On in-
quiving about his Christian welcome, I
found that it was thc general salutation
of the slaves to their masters, instead of
the Ave Maria which is used by cquals.
On the coast afterwards 1 saw a steamer,
painted lead colour to resemble the sea,
which kad madea rapid voyage from Africa
a few weeks before with thirteen hundred
slaves, but so ill provided with woter that
four hundred had died of thirst on the pas-
sage. Ilearned that the Priests would take
these nine hundred blacks Liefore they were
scattercd through the country, and teach
them the lord’s prayer, the creed, this salu-
tation in the namc of Jesus, and baptize
them.  And do some of those Africans, 1
asked, cver say that they have gods of their
own and object to he baptized in the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ? They were sur-
prised at the question, and aunswered that
they never heard of such an objection, nor
imagined it, but that all the slaves thought
it an honour to be baptized in the name of
their master’s Lord.  Imagine a thousand
Jews dealt with in such a manser. For

near two thonsand years they bave been

fined, banished, tortured, put to death, for
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the sake of their religion; and have sub-
mitted to it all rather than renounce the
faith of their fathers. And as you would
convert ten thousand sons of Canaan into
nominal Christians sooner than a single
conscientious son of Abraham, so also for
the true conversion of Isracl there must be,
ns comparcd with the heathen, cither an
extraordinary work of the Spivit of Gud,
or ¢lse a far longer time in the w2 of the
vrdinary means,

FRESBYTERIANISM IN IRELAND,

Never before did Presbyterianism exer-
cise so wide-spread an influence or manifest
so much life as at the present moment. In
Canada, in Australia, in New Zealand, in
all the British Colonies the TPreslivterian
Churckes are cnergetically at work, conso-
lidating, uniting, extending.  Inthe United
States the same fact is observable. A re-
union of the Old and Ncw Schools is pro-
jected and will probably be accomplished.—~
Congregations and mission stations now ex-
tend from the Atlanticto the Pacific. Just
seventy five years ago the first resbyterian
General Assembly met in Philadelphin.—
The Church then numbered 188 ministers
and 419 churches.  Tlerinistersnow num-
ber 4500 and the churches 5000. Equally
hopeful is the progress of Presbyterianism
in the British Isles. By way of illustration
we give the following extract of a speech
made betore the late English Synod by a
delegate from the Irish Assembly -—

The Nome Mission was their first-torn
mission. Like the disciples, they began at
Jerusalem ; they Legan smongst their own
houschold of fuith.  When Andrew, Simon
Peter's brother, found Christ, he first find-
cth his own brother Simon, and brought
bim to Jesus. As it was with that individ-
ual Christian, so alto with the church in
its collective capacity ; so with the Presby-
terian Chureh of Treland.  She had peca-
liarly found Christ, of whom men songht
to rob her, and having pressed him to her
heart, she first found lier own brethyen, the
scattered members of the houschold of
faith, and formed them into congregations
to dispense ordinances, and break among
them the bread of life.  "T'his mission, which
was in reality their Church_cxiension mis-
sion, had been crowned by God with alarge
measure of success.

He did not allude to the many isolated
congregations in Ulster, which bad been
fostered into life, but to the South and
West of Ircland, where popery was the

most prevalent. A few years ago the pro-
vince of Conuaught, in which he lived,
contained only five Presbyterian congrega-
tions, or one to cach county, and they were
small and feeble. Now they bad twenty-
one settled, organized congregations.  They
hud, in addition to these, thirty-three mis-
sionary stations in which 1ke Gospel was
regularly preached, und the crdinances ad-
ministered.  In Dublin, Cork, and Atlilone,
they had now forty seven congregations, in
the place of twenty-three a few years ago:
aund ke might say for the congregations in
Connaught, as well as the others he had
mentioned, that they had not only suitsble
Churches, but most of them manscs, and &
grveat many of them schools in connection
with the Churches. Before the famine, the
entire Presbyterian population of the three
Provinces—ILeinster, Munster, 2d Con-
naught—Iforming niore than three-fourihs of
Ireland, was 4521 ; and now, a few years
after the famine, it was 17,620 ; showing an
inerease of three and a kalf fold during the
time when all other religious denominations
were rapidly declining.

To give an example of the mode of pro-
gress, he would mention a few fucts. When
he was sent to Ballinasloe, it was found to
contain six names, these being the real con-
stitucnts of the congiegation, if it might be
called one; but by the good hand of Godg,
the six had increased to sixty. They had
enlarged their place of worskip and crected
2 manse, raising in three years the sum of
£1170; and not only o, Lut that congrega-~
tion had given birth to another, which pro-
mised to beas healthy and vigorous as the
parent.

In a neighlouring county, one of the ve-
ry largest in Jrelaud, and celelrated among
other things for its political contests, Leing
the first that returned the celebrated Daniel
O’Connell to Parliament, and Leing known
as an intensely Topish county—he meent the
county of Clare—up to the year 1853, there
was not 1 1t @ single Presbytorian.  He was
induced to visit the chief town and neigh-
Lourhuod. He spoke to a few friends who
were willing to fall in with the idea; and
within twelve months a congregation was
formned and onpanized and a minister or-
dained. Within twelve months more 2
church and inanse were erected, toth of
which are now free from debt ! More thun
this, the minister at Eunis, the chief town
of Clare, hind opencd 2 mission station in a
town twenty miles distant from Lim in the
same county, a town the neme of which was
well known througkcut England, he might
say throughout the world, lLiecause of the
horrible scenes which occurred there during
the famine. He referred to the town of
Kilrush.. The mission station thus opencd
was now gn organized Church with a se-
tled minister. Profeesor Gilson, anative
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of Shefficld, reported that it was likely to he-
come the most flourishing  Church in that
part of Ireland. ‘Thus, by the blessing of
God, they hiad been enlarring the place of
their tent, and breaking forth on the right
hand and on the left.

But he believed that what had been done
was as nothing, compared with what was
yet in store for them in the way of Church
extension in the South and West of Irelaud.
Changes were groing on, all tending to weak-
en the strength of Popery in that land.—
When the famine visited Ircland, the blight
fell on that particular plant on which Ro-
manism had so particularly depended.—
(Laughter.) Then came the dreadful fan-
inc and pestilence, which carried off a mil-
Yion of the population. Then an almost
fabulous emigration carried off a million of
his felldw-countrvmen to another land.—
The vacancies had to some extent been fill-
cd up by enterprising settlers from Scotland
and the North of frclxmd; and it was to
them that the extensions he had spoken of
were owing. But the stream of ecmigration
was still flowing. In Connaught the popu-
lation of whole districts were hurrying away.
You could not take your stand at any rail-
way station without hearing the wail of part-
ing sorow from emigrants and their fricnds.
All the waggons were scarcely sufficient to
carry the people away. So that if this should
go on, the speculation of the Times news-
paper might be realized—that some places
in the world would soon be more Irish than
Ireland itself!

Attempts had been made to stop the over-
flowing tide of emigration by promoting an
extensive cultivation of flax. The specula-
tors were influenced by tidings of the cnor-
mous profits of the linen manufacture in
the north of Ircland ; but they omitted one
maverial item from their calculation, and
that was the industrial energry and intelli-
gence of the people of Ulster.

Ata time when these changes had been
going on without, there had been changes
going on within the borders of their Church,
Ly means of which God had been manifestly
preparing them for the work to which he had
called them. First, the persecutions and
disabilities of more than 150 years were now
past and gone ; they now cnjoyed full civil
and religious hiberty.  Sccondly, they had
purged out every fragment of heresy ; they
were now thoroughly pure in doctrine, and
cfficient in their ceclesiastical ministration.
Yo the next place, they had obtained com-
plete union ; and lastly, they had experien-
ced 2 gracious awakening. God had been
pleased to bless their Church with large out-
pourings of His Spirit which had refreshed
the hearts of His people, and had converted
multitudes of souls to the Lord. God was
thus calling them to go forth in His name
in faith, zcal, and holy cnterprise. Merle

D’ Aubigne had said that thegreatest victory
which their Church could gain in this cen-
tury would be the conquest of Ircland.—
That was the conquest at which they were
now aiming ; and they would not rest until
t} 2ir beloved country was in fact, what she
had long been in poetry, great, glorious,
and free.”

Is it not well worth all the effort we can
put forth to extend the blessed influences of
a pure faith in these Provinces. We make
no ¢ High Church” claims ; we do not say
that ours is the only christian church; but
we do firmly believe that no church is purer
or more scriptural than ours—that none is
better qualificd to be a blessing to the indi-
dual christianand to the community atlarge.

s o o
Aews of the Glaweh,

Presbytery of Truro.
This Presbytery according to appoint-
ment met at Truro on the 10th of May.
There was laid on the table a circular
from Mr. James Walker, Clerk of the Co-
lonial Committee anent the death of its late
Convener, the Rev. Dr. Bonar. Having
considered the naturc and design of the
communication the following resolution was
passed : That this Presbytery acknowledge
respectfully the receipt of a circular from
Mr. James Walker, Clerk of the Colonial
Committee of the Free Church of Scotland,
in reference to the demise of the Rev. Dr.
Bonar, Couvener of said Committee, and
agree to express their cordial sympathy with
their sister churchin theloss of one so high-
Iy estceraed, and whose influence for good
has been so extensively manifcsted. But
as a portion of the Preshyterian Church of
the Lower Provinces of British North Amer-
ica, they regard this notice and its object
as unusual in the relation of independent
churches, and all the more so from the con-
nection implied to exist between the Free
Church of Scotland, and the Presbyterian
Church of the Lower Provinces of British
North America, and morcover deem it in-
expedicnt to establish a precedent by ocen-
pying the minutes of Presbytery with the
notices of the removal of brethren of sister
churches however uscful they may have
been in the denominations to which they
belonged.
A casc of discord between two office-bear-
ers next occupied the court.  Partics being
, witnesses examined and the case ful-
ly considered, the Presbytery were enabled
to give such judgmentin tho matter asthey
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have reason to hope will establish harmony
and concord.

The congregation of Middle Stewiacke
and Brookfield petitioned for a six months
locution of Mr, McGillivray, preacher. The
clerk was directed with this view, to apply
to the Home Mission Board for him during
said period.

ThePresbytery by appointment met again
at Truro on the 24th %Iuy.

Mr. Edward McCurdy, student, having re-
turned from Scotland, appearing, delivered
a lecture, read an exercise and additions,
and was examined in Greek, Hebrew and
Church History, all of which was sustained
as part of trials for license.

The clerk reported that the Home Mission
Board had transferred Mr. McGillivray,
preacher, for a six months location. e
was appointed to repair to the congregation
of Middle Stewiacke and Brookficld for the
ond Sabbathof June. The Presbytery also
attended to several matters of a routine na-
ture.

Appointed to meet at the Folly, Upper
Londonderry, on the Monday after the 2nd
Sabbath of June, at 12 o’clock noon.  Ses-
sions are requested to send in certified no-
tices of the clders appointed to represent
them in Synod.

A. L. WxrLig, Clerk.

Presbytery of P. E. Island.

This Presbyvtery met in Queen Square
Church, Charlottetown, on Wednesday the
25th inst.  There were present the Rev.
Issuc Murray, Moderator, and Revs. A.
Camphell, J. Allan, G. Sutherland, Clerk,
A. Cameron, R. Laird, W. Ross, W.R.
Frame, and A. Falconer ; and the Hon. K.
Henderson, and Messrs. Laird, Gregor and
Farquliarson, clders.

The business was chiefly routine. The
Rev. R. Laird reported from Lots 11 and
14, His visit was attended with a good
measure of success.  The Presbytery ap-
proved of his diligence.  Several communi-
cations from the H. M. Board were read and
considered. ‘U'he reports of Messrs. Henry
and Campbell, probationers, were received
and approved. Mr D. Stewart, who has
finished his course in College, has continucd
tur the summer at St. John’s, N. London,
at the request of the people, and with his
own concurrence. MrdJ. Lamont was ap-
pointed to supply, for two Sabbaths, the
gn)pit of Mr Crawford, whilc absent at the

Tagdalen Islands. Mr Lamont was ap-
pointed, after the first Sabbath of June, to
Lot 14 till the meeting of Synod, when his
term of labor cxpires. Mr Falconer was
authorized to dispense the Sacrament at
West St. Peter’s in the month of July.
The Presbytery resolved to sanction the
application for aid for & new church in

Corlett’s Woods, and to grant aid whers
the application may not he made.

The question of re cstablishing an East-
ern Mission was resumed. After much dis-
cussion, the majority of those prepared to
vote deemed it inexpedient, in view of what
may come before the Synod, to send an
overture on the subject.  An equal number
declined to vote. The Widews’ Fund came
under consideration. Action c.. chis subject
was deferred till next meeting of Preshytery.
The Presbytery resolved to apply to the
Steam Navigation Company for a reduction
of fare for members attending the meeting
of Synod in Pictou. The Presbytery ad-
journed to meet at the call of the Moderator
of Synod.—Com. to Protestant.

e YTt ——
Eiveside Leadling,

The Hindoo Boy.

(From the Child’s Companion.)

1 heard a pretty story two days ago about
a little Hindoo boy, and I have thought I
would write it for you ; and when I. or B.
or H. are with you, I would like you to read
it to them, please. This was the story.

There was a man who lived at Poonah
with his wife, and he had two little girls and
one littleboy. The people at Poonah seem
to be very bigoted Hindoos; they worship
unsightly looking idols, and stones like
what we used tosce by the roadside. They
are painted red and arc very ugly. This
man and his wife were superstitious idola-
ters, and very bad people in many ways.
The missionaries there asked them to send
their children to the mission school. Now,
the Hindoos think a great deal about their
little hoys, but often they do not care much
about the girls : so these parents sent their
two little girlsto the school,but they thought
their hoy so precious that they would not
let him go where he could hear alout Chris-
tianity.

Tvery week the girls wereallowed by their
Christian teacher to go and see their parents ;
and when they came home, the little boy
used to ask bis youngest sister to tell him
a story, and she used to tell him the beauti-
ful stories she heard in the school about Je-
sus Christ. Soon thesc stories sunk decp
into the little child’s heart, and he loved,
above all things, to hear of our loving Sa-
viour. When his sister came home from
school, his first question was, whether she
had heard anything more about Jesus; and
then the two little children would sit toge-
ther and speak about Jesus Christ, though
they were so young. And then he used to
beg ber to sing the hymns she learned at
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school,—hymns in their own lzmgu:\;;c,l

which was Marathi. There was one which
he liked better than all, for he was such a
little boy, that he just liked to say overand
over again what he understood ; it was that
one which was, in English—
* Come to Jesus, Come to Jems, just now!
He will save you, jusé now !’

When his father and mother heard this,
they were angry,and scolded him ; and now,
think what o dreadful thing they told him !
They said that there was no good God like
what he spoke to them about—nor any Je-
sua Christ—that the real gods were small-
pox, and fever, and measles ; and that the
greatest god was small-pox, and their reli-
gion was to make sacvifices to him and keep
Dim away.

But the little boy said, small-pox could
not be God, for small-pox brought nothing
but pain ; and how could small-pox send a
book with kind words like what his sisters
read at school ?

He could not read the Bible himself, of
course, but he knew what it was about and
loved it; and one day they found him cry-
ing very bitterly, with a torn book in his
hand. Itwas one of his sister’s lesson-hooks
which she had torn ; but he thought jt was
a Bible, and he was weeping that any book
about Jesus should be torn.

He had an aunt who stayed there, a dis-
honest woman ; and she went one day and
stole something out of the bazaar, or the
place for shops. ‘T'he little boy heard of it
when she came home, and ke was so dis-
tressed that he went boldly and said to her,
¢ How could youdo that? did youlnot know
it was wrong to take what was not yours ¥’
She was then quite ashamed before the lit-
tlo boy.

One day he suddenly feltill.  His parents
did not think much of it at first, but in a
day or two he said, ¢ Send for my sisters to
come and see me, for 1 am going away trom
you all.”  Then his parents were frightened;
and when they looked, it was small-por
with which their child was attacked. When
hig sisters caume e was very weak, and his
¢yes were dim, but he had still strength
cuough to say, ‘Sing—

¢ Come to Jesus, Come to Jesus, just now!
He will zave you, just now!

Then he told them not to cry for him, for
he was goin;; away to the goud God. lle
then lay down quictly, and shut his eycs,
and in a few minutes he was with Jesus.

His father was astonished,and said, ‘Sure-
ly my boy has gone to a good Spirit ¥’ and
his mother cricd constantly for a month,
His annt also wept much too, and said sho
would never steal again.  But for all that
they never taraed to seck God, but worship
idols still.

Soon his youngest sister showed that she
had given her heart to Jesus, and she was

. Knox Church, Pictou

Laptized ; aud afterwards the eldest one was
baptized too, The latter is a very nice girl,
and is my servant, and takes care of little
Georgic.  She told me all this while she
was roching him to sleep, and I have writ-
ten it down for you, just as she told it.
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