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^®^'''?" ""^ *''^ ^'^«^^'«" Commission on

Dominion-Provmcial Relations at Winnipeg openedsomewhat mauspiciously when it gave pi4^nS
to recommendations which had come to it frommany citizens whose identities and habitats hadnot J)een disc osed and who represented to the

nToZooVnf ^^"/'".' ^'^^ « population of
ll,OOOyOOO people, and nine provinces, could be
administered more efficiently with five adminis-

thtth'nP^^p'-^^'o^^-^'''''^^^'
Q"^'>«<=' 0"S

p.l* iT^ f^^l''}^
Provinces as one province, and

British Columbia and the Yukon as one.

The Premier of Manitoba must have beensomewhat disconcerted and surprised His re-sponse was prophetic. "A few years* ago," he
said, I advanced a proposal to make the three
I rairie Provinces one provincial unit. If anothersuch proposal is not more favorably received thanthat there is not much hope of its being accom-
phshed throughout Canada."

Premier Brack»m was the third Premier ofMpnitoba to make a futile attempt to violate anunderlying principle of our federal union. In 1896
1 remier Greenway essayed the role of Ahab the
coveter of Naboth's vineyard. The Winnipeg FreePress and the weekly press of the Tenitoriesmade him promptly lose interest in his proposal.
Piemier Roblm invaded the Territories and de-bated jointly with Premier Ilaultain the question
ot amiexing a large section of the Territories
to Manitoba. He had the co-operation ofthe Premier of the Tenitories. Had Premier
laultam s^ one-province policy prevailed he wouldhave acceded to the premiership of that province,

but when two were established he had not beenPremier of either, and. fortunately, fell betweentwo stools. In the only constituency where the
establishment of two provinces between Manitobaand BritKsh Columbia was made an issue the two-
province candidate was returned bv an over-whelming majority.
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Some years affo an Ontari
tported as having addressed

matters political. During his ahat Canada is the most oy^'gl
the world. "Every Canadian/'
support ten governments: nine inational." He seems to have kthe sum of nme and one but, atlea ize that no Canadian lives iat the same time. The amazir
clergyman's miscalculation was iwho swallowed it-"bait, hook a

I suspect that some of the ci
repi;esentations to the Commissclosmg their identities or heamong those who heard or read
irioss exaggeration.

thP^''^nn^fl'^l^'*^f^
*'^« South k

thP.V
^^P«il^»tion" of the Unittheir neighlwrs to the K -th 1

Constitution of Canada. .\'hil,
Constitution our "Fathers of
h«arned much from the previou
oi^eration of the Constitution oTthThey improved on it, especially
Criminal Law of Canada^^ mat,
egKslation and Provincial admh,

s"indi^''1 Vl^
''^^«'«' ""ion oMh

IS indissoluble; civil war settled ino secession with its concomitant,

The repros<.ntutions made to t

;Ln o T'"^'
'"^'' « population

lH?ople and nine provinces" did nany future increase in the populatThe proposed "Five Provinces'' cano mcMe only Canada's populate".so Its population in centuries tr

l.r
'^ .^^'"" 1'**^^* «t'en the growth

I'lct that millions of Canadians beli,



Ontario clergyman was
Iressed an audience on
e nis address he alleged
over-governed country in
idian," he said, "has to
: nine provincial and one
have known that ten is
•Hit, apparently, did not
lives in nine provinces
amazing result of that
n was the large number
nook and sinker."

r the citizens who made
nmmission without dis-
)r their hal)itats were
»• read that clergyman's

>outh know more about
e United States than
"th know about thr
v\'hile framing our

J*s of Confederation"
arevious eighty years'
>n of the United States,
wimlly in making the
a matter of National
administration. Thev
n of the United States
ettled that. We want
nitant, civil war.

tlo to the Commission
Hilation of 11,000,000
did not contemplate

population of Canada.
3s can not be deemed
[Hihition of today, but
Hies to come. Those
:Jowth of the Middle
»y do not ignore the
ns believe themselves

f
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-^ wel^fo'uidS 'Vanld^a^r"^^^- '^'-'•' ^'-f
fourth that of the Uni'ed IS T'^'^l"

'»>' «"«-

nionopolyofdrouth areas nor of nf*'- *^"" "«
t has more than theTon's 8hr"of^lK

'^"*^""-

Laurentian Shield and nZ j«
*^ ^^ }^'' «^eat

silver, and of many mine^li
*^'"'' °^ «^**'^ «"d

terns of national growth a^d ^LT'^'''^ '* '"
us have faith in ou?7uture *^^^*^'«P'"«^"t. Let

pJ^%CSas''or^^ <^'- three
of 758,817 square miles wht\^"

aggregate area
aggregate of all the StatlN'" ^"'.'"^ -^" *»'«

Atlantic Ocean on tL Gulf of Tl^'""^ °" ^^^
east bank of the Misslss^nn^ / ^^u

'"^^ '^"^ ^he
States of West ViiSr £„«''?.•"" ''''''\ ^^«
seventy^snua mi4 of^^^^^^^
hav^'sma? a',^;? ^veT^'^ T"^ of them
the others. The Terrfto l n^t^^?'

union with
area of 140 000%on« • '^i

^ Dakota, with i, ,

privilege of SdiSrfv
'.^^n«t ^r.r""^^^

^^'«

into the union as ono £ '.f
'' * whether to come

the States of No?th ^and Sou'th 'n'l*^^^^«^«people of the United it-ffle
^^"th Dakota. The

The Five Prov7nee ^^llly'T'l' '^'
r*'«"^'-attempt to magnif," the proviici.^

^•^^'•^'^^"«»>Je

RTown Ontario. ItrtmnfnV ?/-^"\':?^ ^'^"^ "^^•'- ^

n Hes ov rai from Tn if »^?'"y
Jiiver is 1,0.50

IMO head o^iClJ^:^^,, ^^/:.,7^^'" ^'ties at
Arthur-are more t vm x L •'''"•• '"'^ ^^''t
their provincial ca^itl!r 'Is ^H^^.^J:^
i>ouS;^^^,^f^i^--sthe^;::.:^S
New York, Penrvlvan?n Al%n? V'^ States of
Michigan an^MlnneJot : u f'h' I"'""''^'

^''«^«^sin.
of n00,4r>r> square mnesth.tnfn f-^^''^'^' '

' area
square ^^y^\e^-~llimmmxv^ '« '^^^^•262

of the seven States Sn nil ^^^'
T''^ ^han thatoiutes. .Small wonder that "Old— r^—



Ontario m.firht l.ke other provinces to !,ecom€hke herself a travesty on our federal uni6rWhen New Ontario, with its Eastern bounZne somewhere near Michipicoten, the Alban"U.yer and James Bay, Ontario >^il^no longerb;a travesty on our Canadian federal union N
rT«rffn ""^ "? ^'^ f.

^^^'•ff^o^^ n as to think oCanada consistms: of itself and what's left.

The asri-reirate area of the ' Thres Prairii
1 rovnices^'

'f
«!'"««* ^^^^^ times as large a

wi""^/"^^".*^'
twenty-five times as larje aScotland and twenty-three times as lar^ aIreland The megalomania of Onta-io and Quebechas made .t difficult for a cartoonist not toreiHvsent Jack Canuck without a chestv chestand a pendulous paunch.

' ^

Press reports indicate that the three MaritimeProvinces did not bubble with enthusiasm overthe proposa to make them a triune provhiceThey each have an identity and a hi?torv o^which they may well be proud. They know thathe lar.,01- the area of a country or a province thlless close the supervision of its expenditures,

extravajn^^^^
"" sui^ervision the greater the

Prn31n!.fi'^*'"'"^^'*"?"''^
''^^'^ ^«^' ^^'^ Dominion-

Piovincial Commission to do. Athwart the Gulfof St Lawr-^^ --e and the Straits of Belle Isle liesNewfoirid.a..d and its Atlantic coast of LabradorA penurious Government of Canada allowed ad.sagreement as to subsidies to prevent its becom^n« a (anadian province. Financial burdens haveled to its yieldiim- up, p,o tempore, its right of
sol -goveniment. To a layman it would annear

Ma> the Commission be enabled to speed the daywhen New(«»undland is part of Canada!

v.r,?"
^''^^ V\^,^«t ^oast of British Columbia lies

\ ancouver Island and its large l.rood of islets
It was once a Crown colony. When a vemote
government united the Island Colonv with that
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of the mainland an endeavor was made to weld

the island. The experience of Prince EdwardIsland as the smallest province, w th its ^ Jij

It^fo'nf ph'h' T? ^I"'
experience of the ^mallStats of Rhode Island, with its 1,2-18 square mile«

\e^ than'fSooo'^'
^"'^^^

^^J«*^«
^^ ^•«^'-

less than 10,000 square miles, sugirests tha^

n'TooZ r'f"?'
"''^^ ''' 1.^0(m sq„!;rnwies'ts

laVire? th^ P^?
V^come a separate province. It islargei than Belgium and twice as large as W^alp*;

It has an identity it cannot loss fs relativelv
insignificant area yoked with the main and w 11

'pHn?^ J?,""'*i^\^^^«J"^''t 't« development This
1 nnce Kdward Island" of the Pacific will \ abe particularly well pleased l>y the nSonia iacaproposal to unite the 355.855 square mUeL ofBritish Columbia with the 205.343 of th^ Yukon

and 'to*h '^^^^M^^^i^^r ffia't province in Canadaand to hasten the day when Car 'a mav have
Its own secession movement to coi at.

'

Ours is a federal unioM. \\\. should ma-nifv

•uraron't^r n ^'T '".^P'^^-" ''^""^^' '^^^^^lual Ontario and :e.sdent in Saskatchewan forhalf a century, I ha., learned to take an ocean-o-ocean view of things Canadian. I would that

he'splrft'L'f ni;/'"r "^f
"^'^^"^ '' ''^ ^^^^

and whH
^*"*"''' "."'*•'' ^^" «»'v t»i»'ve whenand vyhile wo magnify tbs nati ,nal without

imr^ >'•" provincial. I would hold up rthem the vision of a political orthodoxy whichw.ll ejo.ce m the pro^r.-ess and development othe United Provincc-s of Nowfoundland. PHnceEdward Island, Nova Soot" i, Nen- Biinsw^kQuebec. Ontario. New Ontario. Manitoba Sns-'ka chewan. Alberta, British CoiumC and Vancouver sland. and with the contiguous territo.^esdeveloping as did thoss provinces which oneo ue oterritories South of t!ie sixtieth parallel

T. A. Patrick.
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