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40 REPORT

OF THE

SPECIAL COMMITTEE

ON THE
PETITION OF SUNDRY MERCHANTS,
COMPLAINING AGAINST DIVERS ABUSES
15 HE
OFFICE OF THE COLLECTOR
o
HIS MAJESTY’S CUSTOMS;

AT THE,

Port of Quebec.

OrpErED, by the House of Assembly, 10 BE PRINTED,
Thursday, Ath March, 1824.

—






HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
WEDNEsDax, Ath Feby, 1824,

A PETITION of divers Merchants of the City of
Quebec, whose names are thereunto subscribed, was
presented to the. House by Mr. Berancer, and the
same was received and read, setting forth:—

To the Honorable the Knights, Citizens and Bur-
gesses of the Province of Lower-Canada, in Pro-
vincial Parliament assembled.

The Petition of the Meychants and ASBip Owners of the
Port of Quebec,

SHEWETH,

That in the year one thousand seven hundred and
sixty-nine, the Commissioners- of His Majesty’s Customs in
America; acting under the ‘authority of the Imperial Act of
Parliament, 5th Geo. HI, Cap. 45, ordered the Officers of the
Port of Quebec, toregulate their Fees by those received at
Halifax, and transmitted a Copy of the Halifax Docket, cer-
tified by their Secretary, Mr. Reeves, of which your Petitioners
annex a Copy for immediate reference. 'T'hat the Fees now
exacted, of which a statement is subjoined, do not correspend
with that Docket ; that explanations to the parties paying are
refused by the Officers of the Customs, that the Fecs have heen
encreased at various times, and material augmentations made
since the department became under the direction of the present
Collector, without apparent necessity, and by no Law to the
knowledge of your Petitioners. That the Fees, now levied, are
unnecessarily and oppressively high, have long been a subject
of dissatisfaction to the Trade, and a complaint from British
Ship Owners ; that they fall particularly heavy on small ves- -
sels employed in the Fishing and Coasting Trade between this
and the Sister Provinces of New-Brunswick, Nova-Scotia, La-
brador, &c. &c. which make several Voyages during the sea-
son, and are yet subjected, on each entry and clearance, to
the same Fees as vessels to distant ports ; such Fees, amount-
ing, on most occasions, to a seventh of their gross freight, and
with the fees paid at the lower ports to more than a_ fifih of
the Freight on the Voyage out and home. That such dispro-
Pportionate exactions on coasting and small vessels, are destruc-

ry )
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tive to the Coasting Trade, ruinous to the Proprietors of small
Craft, and discouraging to the entérprise apd industry of Pro-
vincial Navigators, anﬁ in the humble opinion of Your Peti-
tioners, call for the immediate interference of Your Honora-
ble House. That American vessels are able and docarry from
their ports to the Lower Provinces, at much lower rates of
freight than the vessels of this Port can, partly on account of the
difierence in the amount of their Custom House charges, and
that thus the benevolent intention of His Majesty’s Governs
ment in laying a duty on American produce for the encourage-
ment of the Trade and Agriculture of these Provinces is mate-
rially counteracted. Thatthe amounts of Fees exacted on some
occasions, have been greater.than on others, on vessels of the
same class, loaded with the same description of cargees, and
in all respects under the same circumstances, by which it
would appear that the exaction of Fees is arbitrary with the
officers. That by the number and variety of Fees, at present
demanded, officers haye temptations and opportunities of im-
posing on individuals ; and, the department not acknowledg-~
ing superior authority over it in the Province, immediate
means of redress are not attainable ; that, therefore, theabo-
lition of all minor Fees, and the payment of one general fee or
duty to Government, according to the tonnage ot vessels and
distance of voyage, and the payment of Officers by Salary, as
lately adopted in Great-Britain, would preclude such encroache-
ments and be most satisfactery to the Trade. And your Peti=
tioners take the present opportunity of representing, that, net-"
withstanding the liberal Fees paid by the Frade, and thesplen~
did revenues enjoyed therefrom by vhe Officers, that the time

iven by, them for attendance to the public business, viz :~—
%rom Ten until Twelve, to yeceive papers for the clearance of*
vessels, and from Fen until Two for general business, has been
much too circumscribed for the convenience of the:publie dur-
ing the busy periods of our limited season—the Spring and
Fall. That your Petitioners, in the statement subjoined of
Fees paid, have included the Trinity-House Dues and Fees
levied by ihe Naval Officer, that your Honorable House may
be informed of the total amonnt of Fees paid: by the Trade in
clearing vessels ; that the Feeexacted by the Naval Officer
is considered very high, and that your Petitioners can find no -
auvthority by which he can demand it; and your Petitioners:
humbly pray, that your Honorable House will take the premis
ses inio corsideration, and afford such relief; as, in your wiss
dom, may seem fit. '

Quebee, 3d February, 1824.
"~ [Signed by 72 Merckants and Ship Owners. ]
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COPY of the Table of Fees taken by the Officers of the
Customs at the Port of Hél;'fax, in Nova-Scotz'a, referred

to inthe foregoing Pelition.

sl £18 | % =
AR B ERE =g
AR EEE 5%
DIFFERENT PAYMENTS! < | = | S=| 3 =< | pEs
s e ca| 2. 2 |53
. - i B S ¢S
£ Flez|Esl & E3®
S S » [y <
’ Elsld|£]sld]flsldlLs.)\d|&|s]d. & s.id,
Vessels from the Colonies, their .

general clearances. .oveseess) |9 41 6] 4|6 11 j18i11f 1l 1

Do. their general entriesc.. |9 41 61 | 4 6 8Ly 13 1
Vessels. from Bay of Fundy,

Louisbourg and Canto,..... 46 193 |2 9 580 | 9:5%1 10] 6

Do. their ctearances, .. .. 416 12993 |93 1541 | 9951 110§ 6
Consters from the neighbou

018, cosascoersoscraros 11 6 6 6! 13 A7H 210%

Do. their clearances, J 116 6 6 13 | 274 | 910§
Warranis tc load and unload,

Bonds, Reporis, List of men

and Bitlof Stores, vovee-eovan 11 6 6| 6 206 (99
Cockets, Certificates of Repori

and Certificates 1o caucel]’

Bonds. cpeecaeasses aoss oe 2 1 1 4 4 6
Endorsing a Register, s cveiaa. 2l 6 10 314 |37
New Register, and recording

the SAME veuvrerscosvsansasd (18 41 4 17; 4] 19| 4
Biltof Health, .evvnnvencaese | D 216l |2 6 6 |10} 6| |11l 8
For cancelling Bouds given here 9y O{43 43 16 1} 8
Anchorage taken on Vessels tha:

do not land the whoie of thei: ’

CHIENESaranres-ennvonssoaa] | 2 2 2] 6 6 8
Foreign Top-catl Vessels besides !

the above fortheirgenerat en

trance and cleargnees...... 4 6l 203 |93 6 19 6 JI0t6

(Signed) HENRY NEWTON, Coll.
JAMES BURROW, Compt.

The above is a Copy of the Table of Fees transmitted to the Board
by the Officers of the Customs at Ialifax.

Attest, ' :
" (Signed) RICHp. REEVE, Secy.

A true Copy from that certified by
Mr. Secretary REEvE.

(Signed) T.A. YOUNG.
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STATEMENT of Fees paid in 1822 and 1823, on entering and

clearing Vessels. Referved to on the above Petition;

EXAMPLES,

1822,
June 26, Barque Sally, 313 (ons.
Euvry ounwards, 7
Coll. and Compt, b 3 2
Waiter & Searchers,2 7 4

Narval Oﬁiccr,
His fee £1
H.M.fee. 0
Triniry-House

dues, 4

34,51010
T s1388
June 17, Ship Monarch, 375 lons.
Entry ouywards, £
Coil’and Compt. 5 13 2
Waiter & Searcher, 2 8 6

§ 90

Naval Officer,

* Mis fee, £100
H.M.fee 076
Trinity-House

dues, 549,612 3

£1313

July 10, Brig Fenchette, 345 tons.
Euntry oniwards £0 7 4
Collignd Compt. 513 9
Waiter & Searcher, 2 9 1

810 ¢
His fee,

£100
H. M. fee,
Trinity-House
dues, -

Naval Officer,

4136,513 6
£1438

July 6, Brig Lustre, 237 tons,
Emry outwards, £0 7 4
Coll-and Compt 5 8 9
‘Waiter & Searcher, 2 5 0

811
Naval Officer,
Hisfees . £100
H. M.fee, 076
Trinity-House
dues, 419,598

£13 104

1823.

Sept. 6, Barque Sally, 313 tons,
Entry ouiwards £0 4
Coll. & Compt. 4 12 0
Waiter & aearcbersﬂ 50

7 44

£100
076

434,51010
£12152
Oct. 18, Ship Hebe, 434 tons.
Entry outwards £0 7 4
Coil.and Compt. 412 0
Waiter & Searchers 2 711

717138

Naval Officer,
His fee

H. M. fee,

Trinity-House
dues,

Naval Oficer,
His fee, £1 0
H.M.fee, - 076
Trinity-House

daes, 506, 6 80

£18153

ey
Bept. 5, Barque Mint, 469 tons.
Eniry ontwards, 14
Coli.’and Compt,
Clearance £4 10 11
2 certificates 0 6 8

. £41717
‘Waiter & Searcher’s
Clearance, 50
2 ceruhcau:s, 024,2 74

7128

0
7

Naval Officer,
Hisfee, £1 00
H.M.fee, 0 76
Trinity-House
dues, 5186, 7 60
e

po—
£14 188

Povmp———



1823,
June Ship Harrisons, 7
Entry cutwards,
Coll. and Compr.
‘Waiter & Searcher

Naval Officer,
Hisfee #1 0 0
H.M.fee 0 7 6
Trinity- House
dues, 517 2,7 48

£1581
¥ay Bifg Southampton, 188 tons.

tothe West Ladies,
£ 9 6

Entry inwards,
Do. outwards, 07 4
Coll.and Compt. 514 4
“Waiter & Searcher, 210 0

-

101 2
Naval Officer,
His fee, £100
H.M.fee. 076
Trinity-House
daesy 460,513 6
£1514 8
May ship Princess Royal, 194 (ons.
Entey Inwards, £0° 9 6
Do. outwards 0 7 4
Coll.and Compt. 618 9

Waiter & Searcher 2 10 ¢
0 571
Naval Officer,
Hisfee, £1 0 0
.M. fee 0 7 6
Trinity-House
dues. 4103,517 ¢

£16 84

sept. Brig Southamipton, 188 (oms,
Entry inwards, 6 6
Do. outwards, 7 4

Coil.and Compt. 617 7

‘Waiter & Searcher, 2 10 Q

1915

Naval Officer,
His fee
H. M. fee,
Trinity-Hezs
dues,

£100

076

442,511 8
£1518 1

0
?

¢{

1823. o
June Sloop Intermediate, 58 toas,
to Besimuda,
Entry inwards, £0 § 3
Do, outwards, 07 4

Coll, and Compt.
Clearance, £5 8 8
Hptl wioney, 1 0 0, 6
‘Wailer & Searcher, 2

88
200

949

o
@

Naval Office,
His fed, 1
H. M.fee, 0
Tririty-House

dues, 354,41010

F13151

May Brig Southampton, 188 tens,
to the West Indies.
010 2

00
76

Entry inwards,
Do, ovtwards, 0 7

Coll. and Compt, 7 4 %
Waiter & searcher 216 O

1011 8

Navat Officer;
His fee, 160
H.M.fee, 076
Trinity-House

dues, 158,6 2 9
£i614 5

Jone Ship Pricess Royal, 194 tons.
Eatry inwards o0 9 4
Do. outwards, 0 7 &
Coll.and Compt, 6 8 8
‘Waiter & Searcher 210 0

910 4

Naval Officer,
Hisfee, 1 00
H.M.fee, 0 76
Trioity-House

dues, 41386 1 2

L1511 6
sept. Brig southampton, 183 tans,

‘oiry inwards, p0 9
Do. outwards,

w»

Coll.avd Compt. 6 9 8
Waiter & Searcher, 210 0
werltificates, 03 4
' 91811
Naval Officer,
His fee, £100
H . M.fee 076
Trinity-House
dueiy 463,538 8
£16127

St



1829.

May Brig Superb, 98 tons.
Eotry inwards, £0 9 6
Do. outwards, 67 4
Coll, and Compt, 513 2
‘Waiier & Scavcher, 210 0

9 00
Naval Officer,
Hisfee, £100
H.H.fee, 0786
Trinity-House
dues, 360,413 6
£13136

June 22. Schooner Providence, 70 ions.
to Halifux, N.S,
-

Entry outwards, 0 7

Coll.and Compt. 5 3 2
Waiter & searcher, 1 18 3
789
Naval Officer,
His fee, 010 0
H. M.fee, 0 7 6
Trinity House
dues, 21 9,219 3
1080

July 1, Schooner. William, 80 tons to
Halifax,
£0 T 4
5 3 2
117 0

16

Entry ootwards,
Coll, and Comnpt,
Waiter & Searcher,

Naval Officer,
Hisfee, £0°10 0
H, M.fee, 0 76
Trinity-Hause
dues, 0126,110 O
’ £317 6

o p—

8

1893,
May Brig Pegass, 102 mnc

Entry iowards £ 6 9
Do. t';yumavds, i 07 4
Coll, and Compt. 4 35 4

Waiter & ‘earcher, 210 ¢

Neaval Officer,
His fee,
H. M. fee,
Trinity.House
dues,

June Schooner Charlette, 89 tons, to
Nidland.afier arriviog i ballast.
Entry outwards, 7 4
Caoll, and Compt,
Clearance, 4 120
Certiticate, 0 34,415 4

Waiter & searcher,

Clearance, 1 100
Cerlificates 0 L 2,111 2
61310
Naval Officer,
His fee, 0100
H. M.fee, 0 76
Trinity House
uesy 23139393
0631
July, ditio to Halifax, e
Sept. ditte to Nev,fd. i1 2—;
Nov. ditto to Newfd’ 0% 6

July 16, Scheoner Marfe Catherine, 69
tons, to Halifux,
Fatry outwards, G 1
Col}, and Cecaapt. 5 2 4
Wuiter and Searcherg! 5 0
614 8
Navn! Officer,
Hisfee,. 010 O
H.M.fee, 00 T 6
Trinity House
dues, 116 0,2 i3 6

5982



1822,
Sept. 3, Schooner Willidm, 80 tong, to
Iahﬁx.
Entry. outwards, £g
Coll, and Compt. {g
Waucr& Scarcher, i 6
Navnl (fﬂicer,, T4 90

His fee,  £0 100
H. M, fee, 76
_Trinity House

dues, 2.26,3 060

f?oﬂ& 0
Oct. 25¢ Schoogier Joha, 50 tons, to
Newfound)ana

Eniry outwards, £o 14

Wrend Compt. 5 32
aitdr & Sesrcher, 1 183
e
789
Naval Officer,
His fee, 0100
H. M.fee, 6 76
Tr.ncty-liouse
dues, 2 19,2193
T 1080

May 16, Sloop Reward, 92 tons, to
Mingan and Labrador.

Eniry outwards,  £0 T 4

Colie und Cuwypi, A 14 "1

Wan.‘ér & Serctdty 1 60
£81Tr

Naval office,
No fees or does exacted,

Jone 15, Ditto Dinéd.
Entry outwards, £0 T 4
Coll, and Compt, 6128
Waiter & Searcher, 1 6 '(,)
L8 60

Naval Office,
No fees or dues exacted,

1823,
Schooper George Third, 55 fops, to

Miramichi.
Entry, ontwards, 0.71.4
Coll. indCﬂmpt. 246 .0
Waitér and, Searcher 1 11 2
;s 44 6
Naval’omcer, 210 0
£6 148

Schoooer Rcb: 45 tops, {0 Hatifex,
1

Entry ou warda, 4

. Col}, 2nd Compts 2 12 8

Waitér and Scarcher, 1 5 O

4 50

Naval Office, 219 38
£7 4 3

May 14, Sloop Reward, 92 tons, for
Mingan 'and L'xbrador
Eantry outwards, 017 4

Cotl.and Compt, 414.0
Wiiled sad Séarcher, T 5 O
Salt bond, 0 8 4
Cockety 0 1.2
£615
Navidl Office,
No fees or dues exacted.

Juoe 13, Ditto Ditto.
Entry ostwards, 07 4
Cilltaidf Compt. 8 18 6
Waiter and Searcher, 1 5 O
Salt boud, 0 8 4
Cocket, ¢ 1 2

£6 04

Naval Ofiice,

No fees or dues exacled.
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8loop Reward, 92tons, to Mingan and

sleop Reward, 52 (ons, to Mingan and
Labrado!

Labrador, .
1822, 1823,
Augt, 8, Augt. 8,
Eotry outwnards, £0 74 Entry ontwards, 07 4
Coll, and Compt, 5171 Coll, and Compt, 318 6
Waiter & Searcher, 1 60 Waiter and Scarcher,1 5 0
[N 8alt hond, 0 8 4
£T1 105 Cocket, 21 2
Oct. 27, Ditto Ditto, £604
Eoiry outwards, £0 T 4 e r—
Coill.and Compt. 4 8§ 2 Bept. 29, Do, Do.
Waiter agd Searchesr, 1 6 0 Entry ootwards, 017 4
—— Coll.and Compts. 3 18 4
£616 Waiter and Searcher,d 5 6
- Salt bond, 0 8 4
Cocket, 01 2
f6oz2
-—-_-0—-

Prior to the years about 1812 a 1814, the following were the fees

paid on the entrance and clearance of Vessels:

EXAMPLES,

Brig Esther, 226 tons, from and to Britain,

Entry outwards,
Collector & Comptroller,

£0 2 9
5 8 0

A gratuitovs fee to the Waiter and

Searcher,

Naval Officer, his fee, £
Trinity House dues, 2

[~ W]

0 5 0

L£L512 9

[N <]

—8 18 9
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Ship Zephyr, 392 tons, from and to Britain, -

Botry cutwards, £0 2 9
Collector and Comptroller, _ 5 5 0
A gratuitous fee to the Waiter and :
Searcher, 0 5 0
£512 9
Naval Officer, hisfee,  £0 10 0
Trinity House dues, 3 9 9.
319 ¢
- £9- 12 6
, Schooner Providence; 60 tons, to Halifax.
Entry outwards, £o 2 9
Collector and Comptroller, $ 50
‘Waiter and Searcher, no feey
B L3 7 9
Naval Officer, hisfee, £0 5 0
Trinity House dues, 1 4 ¢
~ 1 99
—£4 17 6

Schooner Hiram, 75 tons, for Ncwfoundland.
Entry cutwards, £ 2 9
Collector and Comptroller, g 50
‘Waiter and Searcher, no fee;

L3 7 9

Naval Officer, his feey 0 5 @
Trinity House dues, 119 9
— % 4 8
—£5 12 6
.

In the yjear 1814, the fee of entry outiards, paid by every shipper,
tous increased from 2s.9d. to 7s. 4d,

Inthe Merchants’ books, fowhich reference has been had, betmeen
the years 1810 and 1814, the Custom-house charges are entered in
ihe foial sum ; and therefore particulars cannof be given io show
where dnd when the increase took place.

In 1818, the fees paz‘d on the schooner Annabella, 58 tons, cack
voyage to Hakifax, Labradors Miramichiy and Sts Johns, wercee-
B2
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H Eotry ovf@hrdsy,eesessccs 0 7 4

Collctr, & Compyr,
Inwards,..eee-"eeedf3 1 7
Outwardsy ceeevese 211 7

513 ¢

Waiter & Scarcher, Co
Inwards, coeee s £017 6
Outwards, oee vees 1 5 0

2

o

5
———£1016 §

| aje o)
oI D

Naval Office, vecvevonnn .o

DBy this last instunce it is scen, that « schooner of 58 tons registery
o w neighbouring port, hus heen made fo pay fees to the Customhouse
O flicers to an amount within- 5d. of what they exacted from the ship
Harrisons, of 706 tons register, and 1000 lons burthen, .

Al these fees are exacted under the same . docket, and which the
Oflicers declere themselves to be ordered strictly to comfurm lo.

On the 12h February, 1821, the Collector, as appears by the
Journals of the Iouse of Asscmbly, Appendiz (1) SthJanuary, 1822,
in vbedicnce to the orders of 1is Excellency the Governor in Chicf,
handed the annexed docket as the anthority and tuble by whick ke ex-
acted fees ; and added the following extruct of e letter received from
the Honvrable Board of Gommissioners of special Revenne, dated
Hdlifazx, 22d Septemibier, 1812,

“ 1 have to inform youthat it is the opinior. of the Board, that the
Hulifux doclket of fees tgid before them with your returns, and
signed by the Colleetor and Complroller. of that Port, is the only
docket under which yow or any Officer under your survey can, le-
gully demand or recetve fees ; and you and the Officers under
your survey, are in futdie strictly to conform thereto, which or-
ders you arve to make known o those Officers respectively,
wherever siationed.” » C

By that docket the following skould be, as appears to the Pelition-
ers, the jees charged in the entrance and clearance of vessels :

BY THE COLLLCTOR AND BY THE WAITERS AND

COMPTROLLER, SEARCHERS.
Qn Vesels from tie Colonies.
Their general entrance, 9s. B

and 4s. 6. £013 6 456dand 114 £0 5 5
Their general clearance, 95,

and 45 6d 013 ¢ . 4s6)andllg 0 5 5
Eutry outwards, under the T T e e
head of warrants to load or :
unload, bonds, &c. 1s 6d
anded” - o ¢ 02 0 i 8 0.6
Cockets, certificaics of Re- ) T
ports, and ceriificates {o
cancel bonds, 95 andds " Q0 8 @ 0.1 0
Sterling, 119770 Sterling, 0 1274
-9, 0 5 7 b0 15

————— ——

Halifax currency, 1 15 % Halifax Cuprency,.0.13 9

B —
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BY THE COLLECTOR 'AND

iy THE COLLECTOR AND
COMPTROLLER. -

CO’UPTROLBER

On Foreign Topsait Vessels,
The above, 11
And additional for thels en-
trance and clearance, $s 6d

‘!O

o 012 §

and 25 34 669 . 2;3dand6d 0 2 9
Sterling, 118 9 Sterling, 015 1
9, 0 4 4 . Sh,0 1 8

Hulifax corrency, 2 3 1 Halifax eurrency, 0 16 9

e

On Coasters from the neighbouring

Ports. :
Eatries, 1s 64 and 64° t 20 6d and ]gd 00 7%
Clearances, 1s 6 and 6d 020 Gdandlgd 00 7
Sterling, 0 4 O Slerling, 0 1 3
1-94,0 0 6 19,0 0 2
Halifax eurrency, 0 4 6 Halifax eurrency, 0 1 5

e e

RESOLVED, That the said Peuuon be :eferred toa Committee
of five Members, toexamine the contents thereof, and tore-
port thereon with all convenient speed,with power to send
for persons, papers and records.

OURDERED, 1hat Mr. Beianger, Mr. Cuvililer, Mr. Papineau.
Mr. Neilson and Mr. Davndson, do compose the said Com«
mm.ee.

{Signed) Wu. LINDSAY,
Clerk Aqsembly

Trurspay, Ath March, 1824,

Mr. BELAVG‘ER, from the Special Committee to whom was
referred the Petition of the Merchants and Ship Owners of the
City of Quebec, reported that the Committee liad exammed
the contents of the said Petition, had heard evidence in sup-
port thereof, and had come to an opinion thereon; which he
was dlrected to submit to the House whenever it shall be pleas-
ed to receive the same, and heread the report in his place, and
afterwards delivered it in at the Clerk’s Table, where ‘it was
again read as followeth 1 -

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Comumrrn ROOM,
Taurspayy 5th February Ys 1824
In Commnttee on the Petition of the Meldlants and Shiy.

Owne)s of the City of Quebec.

Present,—Messrs. Pariveav, Neiusow, CuvILLIER,
Davipson, and BELaNnGER.
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Mr. BELANGER cailed to the Chair.
Read the order of veference.

Ordered, That William Price, Esquire, be required to ap-
pear before this Committee, to~morrow, at ten o’clock, 4.
M. to be examined on the maftter referred.

Adjourned. :
Monpay, 10th February, 1824,

PreseNr—Messrs. BELANGER, NESLsON, and DAvIDSON.

Mr. BELANGER in the chair,

WirLrian Price, Esquire, appeared before your Commit-
tee, and was examnined as follows :

Q. 1. You are a Merchant of the City of Quebec, and =
Member of the Committee of Trade for this City?

A. Yes. ‘

Q. 2. How long have you resided in this Country and beent
engaged in Trade ? :

A. I have resided in this Country nearly fourteen yearsy
and have been engaged in Trade nine years.

Q. 3. What is the description of Trade in which you are
particalarly engaged ?

A. The genvraT business of a Merchant.

Q. 4. The Merchants, in their Petition referred to ghis
Committee, complain of various abuses, exactions and griev-
ances, in relation to the Custom House injuriously affecting
the interest of the Petitioners and the Trade of the Country j
can you state any facts upon which such complaints are
founded, and how the Trade and Navigation have been af-
fected by the said abuses? )

4. The high and disproportionate Fees which are exacted
by the Ofiicers of the Customs, appear tome to be a great
abuse and grievance to the Trade, such Fees being consider-
ably higher than they are entitled to exact by the Docket
which the Cellector has declared to be the only one by which
they can Jegally demand or receive Fees, (excepting with re-
gard to Certificates,) and which, he has also declared, he and
all the Oflicers under his survey are ordered most strictly to
conform to, ‘

In most instances I have not been particular, in the entry in
my Books, in separating the sums paid to the different Offi~
cers. I can, however, state the following instances.—Firsty
with regard to my two Schooners which were employed dur~
ing last” season on the Coasting Trade, and the Fees paid
on them were considerably less than those exacted on Vessels

of the same class the previous seasons
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I paid on my Schooner Marie Catherine, 69 Tons, to Mira.
michi, being the first voyage out of the Province, and theres
fore not subject to Entrance Fees, viz :—

Entry outwards. ... £0 7 4
Collector and Comptroller.

Clearance.eseeee. £2 6 0

Fee for Certificate.. 0 3 4

. 2 9 4
Waiters and Searchers.
Clearance - - 012 6
Fee on Certificate - 0 1 2 ,
013 8
o . §10 4
Naval Officer e . s 110 6
: £5 010
TT———

In this voyage the Vessel was loaded by myseif with provi-
sions, therefore required but one Docket and no Bond.

If the Port of Miramichi be considered as subject to the
Fees, under the head “Of Vesselsfrom the Bay of Fundy,
Louisburg, Canso,” &c. the following are the Fees which the
Docket at the utmest appears to allow :—

Entry outwards, £0 2 9
Collector and Comptroller.
Clearance, 4s 6d and _
2s 8d, sterling, £0 7 6
Cockets, 25 ang Is,

sterling, 0 3 4
Certificate, 0 3 4

— 014 2
Waiters and Searchers. .

Clearance, 25 3d and
-~ B, sterling, £0 3 0%
Cocket, 1s, sterling, 0. :1 1 -
Certificate, . .. 0 2

—t

¢ 5 3¢
£1 2 9

And Naval Office fees and dues,

S——— v—

£




(i

RECu]ﬁﬁl’lﬂllimf.
Paid, £3'10 4
Allowed by Docket, 1 2 9r
Over exatted, £2 8 Iz

If the said Port is considered as subject to the Fees under
the head of  Vessels from the Colonics,” then the following
appear to me to e the utinost which could be demanded, ac-
cording to the Docket :—

Entry outwards, £0 2 9
Collector érd Comptroller,
Clearancd 9s and 4s 6d,

sterling; - L0015 0
€ockets, 3s, sterling, ¢ 3 4
Certificates,

Faitéss and Searchers.
Clearance; 45 6d.and

}dy sterling, £0. 6 0%
€ockets; Isysterling; 0 1 1
Certificate, 0 i 2
e— 0 8. 3%
. £112 .8
And Naval Office fees and dues,
g
Paid, £510 4
Allowed by this, Fr 8

Over exdeted, £1 17 8
fer—

Jn this instance’ (Fere appears to be an over exaction by the
Custom-House Officers of £2 8 1L or £ 1 17 8 in my o-
pinion the former, becaus¢'P tiink that Mivaniichi should be
considered unider e Head of ¢ Vessels from Bay of Fundy,
« Louisbourg, Canso &c. " In an old Copy of the Docket
which I have and now exhibit, the Roman Letters ¢ &e.”” fol-
low tiieword Canso. 1 paid on the Murie Catherine’s se-
cond voyage to Halifax after having returned here in ballast.



17

July 16tk - Eontry outwards £ 7 4
Collector and Comptroller 5 2 4
. Searchers 150

' —_— 614 8

Naval Office 2136

£9 8 2

In this Voyage the Vessel was loaded by myself with Pro-
visions, therefore required but one Docket und noc. Boad.
Sept. 3d. On her third Voyage to

Newfoundland,  Total - £ 81311

Nov. 18th On her fourth Yoyage to
Halifax, Total. ‘ £10 5 8

Considering Halifax to'be a Port underthe head ¢ of Ves-
¢ sels from Bay of Fundy,” &c. and ifa Vessel arriving in
bailast is by right subject to entrance Fees,-the following ap-
pear to me to be thesums which the Officers wereentitled to
demand, viz. - : SRR

Entry outwards - £0 2 9
Collector and Comptroller,

Entrance fees 4s. 6d.;'and 2s. 8d. sterl, £0 T 6
Clearance fees 4s. 6d.and 2s. 8d. 0 7.6
Cockets 3s. sterling, 0 3 4
Certificates 0 3 4
_ . 118
Waiters and Searchers,
Entrance fees 2s. 3d. and 51d. sterling  £0 3 0%
Clearance . 2s.3d.and 5% 3 0t
Cockets : 011
Certificates L 01 2
0 8 4
. B . £1129
And Naval Office Fees .
‘ . £
. Recapitulation, ,
Paid asabove, £6 14 8
Allowed by this, 112 9
Over exacted, £5 111

C
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If under the head of ¢ Vessels from the Colonies” and if
subject to Entrance Fees, coming in ballast, the following ap-
pear to me to be the Fees which the Officers are entitled to
demand, viz. :—
Entry outwards, £0 2 9

Collector and Comptroller.
Entrance Fees 95 0d and

4s Od sterling, £0 15 0
Clearance 9s -0d

and 4s 6d stg. 01> 0
Cockets, - 0 38 4
Certificates, 0 3 4

— 116 8

Waiters and Secarchers.
Entrance 4s 6d and

11d sterling, £0 6 0%
Clearance4s 6d &
114 sterling, 0 6 0%
Cocket, - . 0 1 1
Certificate, 01 2 '
014 4
' £213 9
Navai Office,
o
Paid, C£6 14 8
Allowed by this, , 215 9
Opver exacted, £4 011

Therefore, in thisinstance I consider that the Officers have
exacted from me illegally on this voyage £5 0s 11d or
£4 0 11 in my opinion the former, because I'think Halifax
should beincluded under the head of ¢ Vessels from Bay of
Fundy, Louisbourg, &e.” and have made about the same
over exactions on the two following voyages.

On my Schooner Charlotte, 89 tons; to Halifax. -

May.—First voyage, never before " out’ of the Province, therefore
unt subject to Entrance fees.
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I paid, Entry outward, . Lo 7 4
Collector and Comptroller. ' ,
Clearance, £L2 6 0 -
Certificate, o 3 4
— 2 9 4
Waiters and Searchers,
Clearance, £0 12 6
Certificate, 01 2
: 013 8
.o 310 4
Navai Office, ‘ . . L15 6

5 510
J nne.—-—Ch'lrlotte, '80 tons, second voyage to Newfoundiand, after
returning from Halifax, in ballast.

f paid, Eotry outwards, £0o 7 4
Collector and Comptroller. ' S
. Entrance and Clearance, £4 12 0

Certificate, 0 8 4
415 4

f

Walters and Searchers. .
_ Entrance and Clearance, £1 10 0

Certificate, 01 2
: 111 2
_ 6 13 10
- Naval Office, '3 9 3

10 3 1

In the two last mentioned voyages the vessel was loaded by myself
with provisions, therefore required only one Ddcket and no Bond.
July. I paid on her third voyage te Halifax :

Custom House Officers

Naval Office, ¢ £11 2 11
September. I paid on her fourth voyage to Newfoundldud

Custom House Officers, L1t 2 3

- Naval Office, ’
November. CI paid on her gfth voyage to Newfoundland :

ustom House Officers.

Naval Office, g £10 9 6

According te the Analysis of Fees which I have taken from the
Docket, and stated under the Fees exacted on the Marie Lathenne,
1 consider myself over-charged either £2 8 2or £1 17 8, in
my opinion the former.

On her second voyage £5 1 lor £4 0 11, in my opinion
the former; and on the three following voyages about the same over
charges.

I have the parhculars of only ene of my Clearances on large ves-
sels last season, viz :

Ce
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SeptembcrISri' Bark Mint, 469 tous, to London. *

Entry outwards, Lo 7 4
Coliectoraud Comptroller, £4 10 11
2 Certificates, 0 68

417 7

Searchers, &e. . : i
Clearance, o £2 5 0
2 Certificales, 0 2 4

' 2 7 4

) o 712 3

Naral Office Fees and dves, 7 6 O

L L ) —14 18 &
In 1822 1 paid higher Fees, viz : SR
June 26th. Bark Sally, 313 tons, to London,

Entry outwards, £0 7 4
Collector and Comptrol‘er, 5 32
Searchers, 27 4

‘ o 77 10
Narval Officer, _ 51010

——13 8 8

I paid for the Clearances of many other vessels about the same
sums to the different officers.
The following appear to me to be the Fees which the Officers were
enmled to demand on these vessels, according to the Docket, viz:
Entry outwards, £o 2 g
- Collector and Comptroller.
Entrance 9s. and 4s 6. stg. £0 15 0
Clearanice 9s. and 4s. 6d.ste. 0 15 O
Additional, being Foreign Top-

sail 4s. 6d.and 2s.3d-stg. O 7 6
Cockets, 0-3 4
2 Certificates, . 0 6 38
o 2.7 6
Waiters and Searchers.

Intrance 45.6d. & 11d.stg. 0 0 6 OFf
Clearance  do. do. - 0 6 of
Additional, being Foreign Top-

sail 2s. 3. & 6d. cterlmg, 0 31
"Cockets, : 0o 1 1
2 Certificates, : 0 1 2
) . 617 5
£3 7 8
Naval Officer,
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Therefore in my opinion, I was overcharged on the clearan-
ces of the Bark Mint' £4 4 7 currency— Bark Sully £4 10 2
currency—and about the same on all the large vessels which I
have cleared.: :

In consequence ofa trifling alteration to my schooner the
Marie Catherine; I was obliged to take out a new: Register,
and also one for my new Schooner the Charlotte, for these I
paid, -Collector and Comptroller, £1°10 7~ .

s Searcher, .0 i1 8 ,

e £223

By the Docket I can only find that the Officers are entitled
to exact, e . . .
New Register and Recording £0 19 4

: Endorsing a Register 0 3 7%
Probably a Bond . 0 29
i £l 5 8

It is customary to pay the Searcher for measuring the vessel,
11s. & 8d. allowing this, there then appears to be an over-
charge of 4s, and I1d. on each Register.

The trade is most injuriously afected by these abuses, par-
ticularly the coasting trade now undoubtedly suppressed by
the discouraging effect of the Port charges. If our vessels
were subjected only to a moderate charge, I am convinced
that they would be the means of employment and indeed of
prosperity to numerous individuals residing on the banks of
thie river. Now eveiy voysge a vessel makes, she is subject to
a repetition of the same fees, exacted by the Custom House
Officers and Naval Officers, and the more voyages made the
imore money is lost;. unless by chance an extracedinary freight
is obtained. . I will statean examnple. o o

The rates of freight to Halifax last season during the summer
months were 2s., 2s. 3d. and 2s. 6d. per barrel of flour. :

July 17—My Schooner carried down there at therate of 480

- barrels of flour and retumed (as was always the case) -
in ballast, giving her credit at the mean rate, her .

. gross freight was . - £54 0 0
Her Custom House and Naval Qffice fees R
here, were £9 8 2
At Halifax 516 4 .
: : £15 4 6

More than one fousth of her gro8s freight,
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Expcenses of the voyage.

Port charges L15 4 6 -
Pilotage ‘1014 9
Insurance 9 6 3
Captainand Seamen’s wages- 83 2..0- ;
Provisionsand labour =~ 23 811 ' .

, —£9116 5.

‘I'he Honorable Mathew Bell can give the Committee a.
moye striking example of his schooner, her gross freight was
£42. The'charges of course ought by Docket, to be the same
as on mine.

" The total amount of the Custom House and Naval Office
fees and dues last season here and at the lower ports on.my two:
schooners were o e
Charlotte, 89 tons L£76 1. 11
Marie Caiherine, 69tons 53:19: 6

I lost considerably on both these vessels.

The Trade suffers in other ways, with regard to coasting
vessels, by the abuses complained of —Owing to the high
port charges, the owners cannot afford to equip their vessels
well and keep them in staunch condition. ql have never, in
any port in which I have been, seen such miserable craft as
are generaily navigated in this River; with few exceptions, it
is unsafe to ship in them towards the Fall of the year; and,
indeed, such is their character at- New-York, that, at that pe-:
riod, Insurance cannot be effected -on Goods, by them, at-
any rate. The Merchants, therefore, are unprovided with
vessels when they are most wanted, and when-the Trade ought
to be most brisk to send off our surplus stock of produce;.and
to furnish the lower ports with their supplies for-the winter—
such was the case last fall.—A large surplus stock of flour and
other produce remained in our Merchants’ Stores—Flour and
provisions were wanted at Halifax, Newfoundland and Mira-
michi—no coasting vessels fit to be sent to sea were to be had
except my Schooners, one of them I.chartered at the high
freight of 5s. 6d. per barrel of Flour to Halifax ; for the other
Schooner I could have had the same, but wanted her on my
account for Newfoundland, excepting about a sixth of her
cargo, which I took in beef at the high freight of seven shil-
lings and six pence per barrel. -

At the same moment, the Americans were probably carrying
from their portsat the rate of - two shillings per barrel, which
w/as their current rate last winter. The current rate from Bos-
ton to Halifax, is one shilling and six pence in the summer
months ; thus, at the most important period of the season,
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when we ought to furnish the Lower Ports with their sapplies
for six months, is the protecting duty on American produce,of
five shillings and six pence per barrel of flour, for the encou+
ragement of our Tradeand Agriculture, mest materially coun-
teracted by the extraordinary freight the Merchants are obliged
to pdy for the want of fit yessels, and thus I think the trade
and navigation most injuriously affecte¢ by the abuses com-
plained of. :

With respect to the charges on large vessels, the complaints
from Ship Owners and Masters are frequent respecting them;
they prefer to charter their Ships principally to the lower ports
on this account, as a proof of which, the rate of freight on
timber from Miramichi, Bay Chaleur, St. John’s, &c. &c. is
five shillings per load less than from Quebec, and thus are the
chiet articles of our produce, pine timber, deals, &c. discou-
raged to the extent of from one third to one fourth of their
cost here. I consider the very limited space of time given by
the Officers for attendance to public business a great abuse
and grievance—their declared office hours are from ten until
twelve to receive papers for the clearance of vessels, and from
ten untii two for general business. In the busy period of the
season the office is so crowded during the office hours thata
forenoon is frequently lost in making an entry, when time is of
the utmost consequence to the merchant. It would bea
great convenience to the Trade if reasonable business hours,
viz. from nine until one to receive papers for the clearance of
vessels, and from- nine until four for general business were
given to the public.

Besides'the detention which ' I have frequently felv the in-
conveniences of, inthe transaction of my Custom Honise busi<
ness, { can here'state a most seriousy loss sustained in conse-
quence of the Office hours closing at two, :

The Brig Orion, ‘belonging to Messrs. H. Malthie & Co. of
Liverpool, arrived to my Address, in June last, with a cargo
of Brandy, -and was to proceed immediately to Montreal, it
was ther blowing a fresh Easterly wind. I sent the papers
and entries with all possible despatch to the Custom House, it
must have been but a few seconds after two, when my Clerk
reached the Counter with' the Entry—it was refused. I pro<
tested, the Notary was at the Custom House at three quarters
past three o’clock, the answer was—¢ the Office hours ave
‘¢ past, and if you come to-morrow morning, at. ten o’clock,
[ will give you an answer.” The Brig was consequently de-
tained, and was unable to leave the Port until twenty-four
hours after, soon after which the wind shifted, she had a te-

s



24

dious voyage to Montreal, and was ultimately unloaded ai
the foot of the Current there, for want of a wing to ke her

D.
“Q. 5. The Petitioners state the Custom House fees have
been materially encreased since the Depariment becaine under
the direction of the present Collector. Is it 50 1o your kncw-
ledge? '

4L ftis. 3

Q. 6. Can you state in what? L .

A. In 1810, when I first transacted Custom House busis
ness here, and for two ov three years afterwards, the Fees £
paid on clearing large vessels, were :

Enury ontwards, . £0 2 9
General Fees without explanation, 5 5 0
And a gratuitous fee of one to three
Dollars, was given to the Waiters.. v i
Ve now pay, on these occasions, the Fees I have enumerated
iamy reply io question No. 4. : : .y

Eesides, these ibere has since been a greater addition of Iees
in nmzber, the Fee on entering Bonded Goods, and. paying
Crown Duiy, was formerly only two shillings and nine pence,
The Fees at present exacted, on entering Bonded Goods, and
rnsking & depocic for Crown Duty, is nine shillings and four
pence, and vhen the true amount of the Crown Duty is ascer-
taized by the guage of thearticles, and you make a settlement
with the Oficers, they esact from you a further Fee of siz
i}ili“}ings and nine pence, which is uaintelligible by the

cclet. c

The come with a Bill of Sight, when .you have ne means
ofaccertaining the value of your Goods beforé landing; on giv-
ing a2 permit to land the articles, the Officers exact from
you scven shillings and four pence, and when the value is
ascertained, and you make a settlement, they exact from you
a furtber Fee of seven shillings and four-pence; these Fees falb
extremely heavy on the small articles generally under these
CHeuinstances. : .

Tormerly a passenger was not obliged to pass an Enury for
his baprgage, now he is obliged to dc 80, and pay’ the same
Fee vhich is exacted or making an Entry of Merchandize,

A charge of one pound is now made on Ships which have
brought pa:sengers, which was not formerly the case.

Q. 7. Do the Gficers of the Customs refuse explanations
of the ees which they charge when required by the parties
of whom they are demanded ?

ALt is muany years since 1 have transacted my own busnest,
at the Cusiom House, but it is so well understood that they de
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refuse explanations, that I should have considered it needless
to ask, I recollect, however, about the year 1814, when the
Fee of Entry, outwards, was risen from two shillings and nine
pence to sevenshillings and four pence, asking the Collector
for an explanation, his reply was nearly in the following
words : ¢ That previously the poor unfortunate Captain was
 made to pay for the Cocket in the Clearance, but that in
¢ future he intended that it should be borne, asit ought to be,
¢ by the Merchant.” The Fees of Clearance, however, were
not reduced !

Q. 8. Can you in any way account for the differences between
the former and the present charges for Fees at the Custom
House? '

A. The differences are quite unaccountable to me, there has
been no alteration in the Docket, which the Collector has de-
clared himself, and all the Officers under his survey, to be
ordered strictly to conform to; and, therefore, I cannot un-
derstand why there should be a difference and increase, which
has been the case both in number and amount;

Q. 9. Did you ever get any detailed account of the charges
made at present for Fees on any of your Vessels? and if so,
will you produce them, or any of them ?

A. I have never had any detailed account from the Officers.

Q. 10. Do you know if any other person has had such de-
tailed accounts, and who?

A. I know of no instance of detailed accounts of Fees
charged having been given by the Officers.

Q. il. Have you, or any other person to your knowledge,
ever asked of the Collector or Comptroller, or person to whomn
payment was made of Fees, for sach detailed accounts ?

A. I have not; norwas I ever present when detailed ac-
counts were asked for, but I have been told by many that
they have been refused, and it is notorious that they do so,

Q. 12. Do you know of any representations ever having
been made on your part, or on the part of the Merchants, to
the Collector or Comptroller on the subject of increused Fees ?
or of any other representation, by any otherauthority, on that
subject and when ?

A. In 1817, a representation was made tc the Lords of the
Treasury of the Fees exacted by the Officers, and a Copy of
that representation was sent by the Merchants who made it
to the Collector., _

Q. 13. Do you know what are the Custom House charges
in the United States, on Vessels of the description of yours,
bound on similar voyages, and with similar cargoes ?

D
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A. 1 do not know what the charges are on Coasters in the
United States, but the following, 1 know, are the charges on
American or British Vessels, 80 Tons, from their possessions
in Europe:

Custom House Charges.

Dollars, Cents,
Entry Fee, - - 0
Clearance, - - 1 50
Measurement, - - 1 50

6 0
Tonnage dufty, G cents per Ton, 4 80

Harbour Master, - 1 20

Q. 14. Do you know the general state of the profit and loss
amonget the owners of River and Coasting Craft in this Pro-
vince, and will you state to the Committee the knowledge you
have on the subject ?

A. I can only speak with regard to myself and the Mer-~
chants in Town who are proprigtors of Vessels in the Coasting.
Trade to Halifax, Newfoundland, &c. with us they have
been universally unprofitable, and I know that the Halifax
Merchants would not send their Vessels here last year, as they
said, on account of the high charges. .

Q. 15. Do you ascribe the want of fit and safficient Vessels
for the Coasting T'rade of which you complain, chiefly to the:
high Fees and Custom House dues? and what other causes
operate to produce that effect ? :

A. 1 doascribe the want of fit and sufficient Vessels for
the Coasting Trade chiefly to the high Custom House and
Naval Office Fees; the charges which I paid on my two
Schooners, last scason, viz :—

On the Cherlotie, 89 Tons, L£L76 1 11

On the Marie Catherine, 69 Tons, 53 19 6
Which would in each instance be nearly an adequate profit to
the Country Caboteur. ,

Q. 16. Can you inform the Committee what is the average
difference of the expences of a voyage from England and back
to the Port of New-Brunswick, and the Port of Quebec .

A. It is not in my power to answer that question.

Q. 17. What is the difference between a voyage from Iing-
land and back to the Bay of Gaspé, and to Quebec ?

A, Iam also unable to answer that question.
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James Cuisgorn McTavisu, Esquire, then appeared be-
fore your Committee, and was examined as follows :

Q. 1. You are a Merchant of the City of Quebec, -and a
Member of the Committee of Trade for this City ?

A. Iam a Merchant of the City of Quebec. A

Q. 2. How long have you resided in this Country and been
engaged in Trade? o

A. I have resided here about nineteen years, and been en-
gaged in Trade above six years.

Q. 3. What is the description of Trade in which you are
particularly engaged ?

A. Fur Trade. : o

Q. 4. The Merchants, in their Petition referred to this
Committee, complain of various abuses, exactions and grie-
vances, in relation to the Custom House, injuriously affecting
the interest of the Petitioners and the Trade of the Country,
can you state any facts upon which such complaints are found-
ed, and how the Trade and Navigation have been affected by
the said abuses ? o

A. The principal complaint which I have to make, is res-
pecting the Fees exacted by the Custom-House Officers on the
Sloop Reward and Schooner Adelaide, both under my manage-
ment, ’ . :

Q. 5. What tonnage is the Sloop Reward ?

A. Ninety-eight tons, -

Q. 6. In what Trade is she employed, and to what Port do
you generally send her from this?

A. In the Fisheries and Fur I'rade~I generally send her (o
the Seigniories af Mille Vaches and Mingan—Mille Vaches is
within the limits of the County of Northumberland in this
Province, and Mingan is situated eighteen miles beyond the
lPl'ovinci:a\l Line, and within the Government of Newfound-

and. '

Q. 7. Will you be good enough to state to the Committee,
the Custom House Fees you have paid on her, on each clea-
rance, as particularly as you are able, during the last two
years ? )

A. They are as follows :
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Memorandum of Fees paid at the Custom House, by
James Chisholm McTavish, during the Year 1822
and 1823.

1392 1523.
S'uop Reward, 98 tons, Sloop RReward.
16'h May. 14th May,

Ertry outwards, 20 7 4 Colt, and Compt, 14 14 O
Coll.and Compr, 6 1¢ 5 Waiter & Scarcher, 1 5 0
Waiter and Searcher,1 6 € Eniryoutwards, 0 7T 4

—_—8 79 Saltbond 83, 44. and
Cocketis.2de 0 9 6

——em G 15 10
15th June, 13th June,
Eniry outwards, 10 7 4 Coll.and Compt. L3 18 6
Cpll. and Cempt, 612 8 Waiter & Searchers | 5 0
Woiter &Seaicher, 1 6 0 Enuyoutwards, 0 7 4
——8 60 Salt bond 8s. 4d.ard
Cocketls,2d. 0 9 6

6 0.4
8th Awgust. 8th Augast,
Eniry ontwards, 1.0 7 4 Colt, and Compt, 1.3 I8 6
Call, and Compt, 517 1 Wa:ter & Searcher, 1 5 -0
Waiter and Searcher,1 6 0 Entry outwards, 0 T 4
7105  Saltbond 8s. 4. and

Cocket 5. 2d. 0 9 6

-5 0 4

Tth Qctober, 20th Sept.
Entey ourwards, 10O 1 Coil.and Compt. 13 18 4
Coll. and Compt, 4 8 Wailer & Searcher, 1 5 0
Waiter and Scarcher, 1 6 Entry outwards, 0 7 &
—1 16 Salt bond Ss. 4d. and
Cocket3s.2d. 0 9 6

=R\

131 58

6 0 2
Schooner Adelaide, 50 tons.
16th May, £24 16 8
Entey outwards, 10 1T 4 Schooner Adel2ide, to Port Neuf,
Coll,and Compt. 4 9 2 in the Province,
Waiter und Searcher,{ 6 0 19.h May.
—T 26 Coll.und Compt, O 4 2
— Latry outwards, 0 7 4
{388¢2 S.lt bond 8s. 44. and
r——— Cocketls,2d. O 9 6
i1 10
13:h Jupe.
Coll. and Compt, L0 4 4
Entcy outwards, 0 7 4
014 8
s p———————
126 9 4

Q. 8. Have you ever required explanations of those Fees
from the Officers of the Customs, and have they given them to
jou?

A, In I817, on the 2d of October, I asked Mr. Secre-
tan, the principal Clerk then in the Oifice, for theparligulars
of the clearance of the Sloop Reward. They were denied to
me ; and the only explanation I could obtain, was his handing
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to me over the desk, a slip of paper containing the figures
« £2 11 T7,” whichsum I paid to him.

. 9. Have you paid any Fees for clearing any other Vessel
for the same destination, and to what amount 2

A. I have paid Fees for the Schooner Adelaide,on the same
destination and employed in the same trade as the Sloop Re-
ward ; she is only 49 Tons burthen, and the Fees I paid on
her were the same as on the Sloop Reward.

Adjourned. )

Tuvespay, 10th February, 1824.

Present, all the Members.

Mr. BELANGER in the Chair.

AnxpreEw Moir, Esquire, appeared before your Commit-
tee, and was examined as follows :— .

Q. 1. You are a Merchant ofthe city of Quebec, and a
Member of the Committee of 'L'rade for this city ?

A. Yes.

Q. 2. How long have you resided in this country and been
engaged in business? :

A. Since the year 1811.

Q. 5. Whatis thedescription of Trade in which you are
particularly engaged?

A. General business.

Q. 4. The Merchants in their Petition referred to this
Committee, complain of various abuses, exactions and grie-
vances in relation to the Custom House, injuriously affecting
the interest of the Petitioners and the Trade of the Country ;
can you state any factsupon which such complairts are found-
ed, and how the Trade and Navigation have been affected by
the said abuses ? :

A. Ican merely state thatthe Fees paid to the Custom
House Officers, and at theNaval Office, are found high and
detrimental to Trade.

Q. 5. Will you be good enough to state to . the Committee
the Fees you have paid for someyears back on the entrance
and clearance of Vessels, giving one or two instances of each
year, likewise, what othie: Fees you pay in transacting other
business at the Custom House ?

A. I'have found Fees on different Vessels, according to the
statement which I now produce.

1816.

July 14.—~Brig Penrose, 270 tons, witha cargo from Water-

ford, Lisbon and Newfoundland :
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Collector and Comptroller,
Naval Office,

Searchers,

1816.—Brig Hibernia,113 Tons,
with passengers,

Collector and Comptroller,
Land Certificate,

Naval Office,

Harbour Master,
Searchers,

1818.

June 24.—Brig Henry, in bal-
last, 329 Tons.

Collector and Comptroller,

Naval Oflice,

Searchers,

Sufferance,

1818. .

July 17.—Brig Transit, in bal-
last, 290 Tons.

Collector and Comptroller,
Naval Office,

Searchers,

Sufferance,

June 9.—Brig Jolly Bachellor,
90 Tons, with Coals.

Collector and Comptroller,,

Naval Office,

Searchers,

Sufferance,

£5 18 9

5 0 2

2 6 5
—£12 19 4
——

P55 38 2

0 5 7

4 0 1

010 0

210 4 :
LI12 9 ¢

L5 6 6

513 4

2 4 0

07 4
£13 12 2

£5 8 9

518 7

2 5 0

07 4

—_—13 14 8
=

£5 3 2

4 8 b

2 6 9

07 4
LI12 0 8
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1819

June 22.—Brig Prince Cobourg,
221 Tons, in ballast.

Collector and Comptroller, £5 6 6
Naval Office, 515 0 -
Searchers, 2 5 0,
Sufferance, 07 4.
———f13 11 i0
—
Oct. 4—Brig Glory, 248 Tons,
in ballast,
Collector and Comptroller, £518 9
Naval Office, 5 8 5
Searchers, 2 5 0
Sufferance, 07 4

——£I1319 6

ST
1820.

June 17—Brig Venus, 206 Tons,
in ballast.

Collector and Comptroller, £513 2
Naval Office, 510 1
Searcliers, 250
Sufference, 07 4
——LI1315 7
et ——
1820,

June 15—Brig Norval, 190 Tons,
in ballast.,

Collector and Compiroller, £6 2 1

Naval Office, 56 9

Searchers, 2 5 0

Sufferance, 07 4
£l4 1 9

CrC——
1821,
Sept. 8—Ship Mary, 300 Tons,
in ballast,

Collector and Comptroller, £518 9

Naval Office, 514 3

Searchers, 2 5 0

Sufferance, 6 7 4 . .
£14 5 4
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1821,
Octr. 2d—Brig Venus, 206 tons,
in ballast.

Collector and Comptroller, £5 8 9
Naval Office, 511 0
Searchers, 2 5 0
Sufferance, 07 4
—fr13 12 1
pem———————
1822
Aug. 19.—Brig Neptune, 27 tons,
in ballast,
Collector and Comptroller, £5 8 ¢
Naval Ofiice, 418 6
Searchers, 2 5 0
Sufferance, 07 4
£12 19 9
Nov. 11, Brig Utility, 229 tons, in ballast, '
Collectorand Comptroller, £5 8 9
Naval Oftice, 5 510
Searchers, 2 5 0
Sufferance, 07 4
—_—f13 6 11
A —
1823.
June, 23, Ship Brilliant, 332 tons, in ballast,
Collector and Comptroller, £4 17 7
Naval Office, 6 010
Searchers, 2 5 0
Sufferance, 07 4
. —_—L13 10 9
free——
Octr. 18.—Brig Cesar, 272 tons in ballast,
Collector and Comptroller £y 17 7
Naval Office, 5 9 4
Searchers, 2 5 0
Sufferance, 0 7 4
L1219 3
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1816,
Brig Perseverance, about 116 tons,

Collector and Comptroller, £5 3 2

Certificates, . 0 3 4
Naval Office, 4 8 8
Harbour. Master, 010 0
Searcher, 210 4
L1215 6
was wrecked near Goose Island in
going down the River, hadto land her
cargo, wintered, reloaded nextspring,
and on her sailing had to pay :
Collector and Comptroller, £5 8 ¢
Naval Office, ‘ 2 210
Searchers, 2 0 4
£9 11 11
£22 7 5
1816. (

Brig Isabella and Euphemia, 79 tons, with passengers,
Collector and Comptroller, £5 3 2

Searchers, 2 0 5
Naval Office, 316 0
Harbour Master, 010 ©

—pll 9 7

was injured by the Ice at Saint Pa-
trick’s Hole, about nine miles below
Quebec, had to return, wintered at
Quebec, did not break bulk, and on
sailing next spring was obliged to pay
Collector and Comptroller, £5 3 2
Naval Office, 016 9
Searchers made no charge, 6 7 3

£17 16 10

1 wish to call the attention of the Committee to the case of
the Brig Isabella & FEuphemia, which I cleared in the fall of
1516, and paid, as appears by the above statement £11..9 7.,
'The vessel sailed, was damaged by the ice at St. Patrick’s
Hole, returned to Quebec where she wintered. She never
broke bulk, and on her sailing again the following spring was
obliged to pay a second clearance to the Collector and Comp-
}roller, amounting to £6 7 3—The Scarchers would receive no
ees,

B
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Q. 6. Do the Custom-House Cfficers refuse to give expla-
nations or detailed accounts of the Fees théy exact ?

A. I do not recollect that I ever demanded.

Q. 7. What do you understdnd tc be the pubhc hours oF‘
the Custom House. )

A. From ten A.M.to two P. M. dand they do not pledde
themselves to clear a vessel in the day unless the manifeést be-
given in befbre twelve o’clock.

Q. 8. Do you consider themn sufficient for tite convenience
of the Trade.

A. I do not.

Q. 9. Do you know if any représeniaticns were ever made
on your part or on the pdrt of the Merchants, to the Collector
and Comptroller, on the subject of increased Fees, or of any
other representation by any other authority on that_subject,
and when ?

" A. A memonal was sent to England, I think in 1817, by
the Merchants of this place, complaining of the high rates of
Fees exacted by the Custom House Office s-—-No answer was .
given and no relief granted.

Q. 10. Are the Merchants aware that the Custom- House'f
Fees in the Colonies, ave to come under consideration in Par--
]mmem at the present or ensuing Session ? :

. The Committee of Trade have no information of it, and
tis the first time I heard any mention of the subject.

Q 11, You mention that you paid Fees on the clearance of
the fsabellaand Euphemiaa second time, although she had not
broke bulk ; was the circumstance of her not havmq broke
bulk made evident to the Custom-House Officers, and were
any objections made on yeur part to the second payment ?

A. I remonstrated against the second payment, and inform-
ed the Officers of the Customs that the vessel had not broke
bulk ; but theyinsisted on the papers being given in the office, -
and on the pdj, thent of the Collector and bomptro]ler s Fees,

Q. 12. At what time of the year does the principal business
of the Merchants at the Custom House usually commence,and
when does it close ?

A. Tt commences in May and ends with November.,

Q. 13. Have they any business to transact at the Custom-
House during the rest of the year, excepting for the purposes
of cancelling Bonds?

A. Not 1o my knowledge.

Q. 14. Have you, or any other person to your knowledge,
had any complaints from your conesponder}ts or others, that
the charges and dues at the Port of Quebec a:euncommonly
high?
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A. Yes; I have had frequent complaints, and have been
informed by- Merchants in Evgland and Masters of Vessels,
that they preferred sending the vessels to the Lower Ports,
where cargoes could be hadon the same terms,in consequence
of the high charges to which they are subject in this Port.

Q. 15. What are the charges or dues which are chiefly
complained cfas being too high.

A. I answer, generaily, that the Fees paid at the Custom-
House, and the Fees and dues at the Naval Office, are found
high and injurious to the Trade. .

ManrTIN CHINIC, Hsquire, then appeared before your
Committee and was examiued as foliows :

Q. 1. You are a Merchant of the City of Quebec ?

A. Yes.

Q. 2. How long have you resided in this Country and
been engaged in Trade ?

- A. 1 am a pative of Quebec, and have been engaged in
Trade in this Province upwards of thirty years.

Q. 8. What is the description of Trade in which you are
particularly engaged ?

A. In the general business of a Commission Merchant.

Q. 4. The Merchants, in their Petition referred to this Com-
mittee complain of various abuses, exactionsand grievances,
in relation to the Custam House injuriously affecting the in-
terest of the Petitioners and the Trade of the Country, can
you state any facts upon which such complaints are founded,
and how the Trade and Navigation have been affected by the
said abuces.

A. 1 understand the Fees of our Custom House are regu-.
lated by the Halifax, and Nova-Scotia Docket of Fees.

The Fees exacted on coasting vessels here, are a great deal
more than exacted at Halifax ; there, a vessel pays to the Col-
lector and Comptroller, for entering & clearing, frow thirty-
five to forty shillings, and at the Waiters and Searcher’s office
from fourteen to fifteen shifiings ; here, Schooners of 50 to
80 tons burthen from and to Halifax, pay from six to ten
pounds, square rigged vessels of about 120 tons for the same
voyage, pay from £13to £14. o

The expense of entering and clearing of ships from and to
England amount to fifteen pounds. The Custom-Housze Fees
are so great on small vessels, that, in my opinion, it prevents
Merchants and others from being Proprietors of Urafts to
carry on the Cousting Trade. It happens, most generally,
that a quantity of provisions must remain on hand during the
winter, for want of vessels o export to Newfoundland, Nova-
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Scotia and New-Brunswick. Vessels from the United-States
can afford to carry to the above ports at a freight of twoshil
lings ard six pence per barrel. Last fall, two Schooners put
up for Halifax and Newfoundland. Shippers were compelled
to give as high as five shillings and six pence per barrel of
Flour, although Flour from the United-States is subject to a
duty of five shillings, sterling, per barrel of Flour, yet, from
the lowness of freight and Custom-House Fees, they can cope
with us ; hence, it is obvious, that the object ef Parliament
in Great-Britain in imposing a duty of five shillings, sterling,
per barrel on American Flour is, in a great measure, defeated..
Q. 5. Be good enough to state te the Committee a few in-
stances of the Fees you have paid on the Entrance and Clear-
aice of small Vessels engaged in the Coasting T'rade from this
Port, also Fees which were demanded of you in transacting
other business at the Custom House ? ’
A. In 1822, 2d July—I cleared the Schooner John, 50
Tons, Captain Glosowan, from here to Halifax, and paid the
following Fees : ' -
Entry outwards, £0 7 4

Entrance and Clearance, 5 3 2
Waiters and Scarchers, 118 3
£L7 8 9
Naval Office, ° - 219 3
£10 8 0

Q. 6. Do the Officers cf the Customs refuse to give details
cd accounts of the Fees they demand ? '

A. They give no other explanation than the sum total to
be paid, on a slip of paper. '

Q. 7. What are the hours given at the Custom House for
attendance to public business ?

A. They arc from ten A. M. to two P. M. these hours are
too limited for the number of Vessels entering and clearing 3
were the hours altered from nine A. M. to two P. M, much
convenience would arise and greater despatch be given to
Vessels, which in the fall of the year is of the greatest conse-
quence to the Trade,

Grorce Moxroe Ross, of the City of Quebec, Clerk in
the house of Messis. Rogerson, Hunter & Co. next appeared
before your Committee, and was examined as follows :

Q. I. Do you transact the Custom House business of
Messrs. Rogerson, Hunter & Co,

A. 1 do.



Q. 2. Beso good as to state to the Commitiee, in two or
three instances, the I'ees you have paid for that House on the
entrance and clearance of Vessels bound to Saint Johns, ir

the Bay of Fundy?
A. I paid the following Fees s

1822, .
17th October, Brig Squirrel, about 138 Tons, Mason master,
bound to Saint Johns, New-Brunswick:

Collector and Comptroller, inclu-} £9 110

ding General Hospital Bill,
Naval Office, - 416 0
Searchers, including Certificates, 2 11 2

£16 9 0
1893.
-May, ¥ paid on the clearance of the same Vessel, for the
same Port, as follows :—

Collector and Comptroller, £4 14 11
Searcher’s Office, including Cer- 212 11
tificates,
Naval Office, . 417 10
—L12 5 8
mrr—

Q. 8. Can you state the Fees you pay on other general
business at the Customs, besides the clearance of Vessels 2
“A. In entering a Vessel outwards, the charges made are as
follows :—

In the Collector and Comptroller’s Office, £0 5 7

Searcher’s do. 019 '
£9 7 4
Entering I3y Goods in the Col- '
lector and Comptroller’s Office, £0 2 3
Searcher, 6 o7
0 210
Entering Goods by Bill ofsight,
Collector and Comptrol- ’
ler’s Office, - £0 5 7
Searcher 019

— 0 T 4
In cancelling that Bill of sight, the o
* same fees are paid, -~ " ' 0 7 4

0 148
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Making a Post Entry,
Collector and Comptroller’s Office, £
Searchers,

oQ
oW
3

0 210

In making an over Entry,
Collector and Comptroller’s Office, £0
Searchers, 0

— Y
O~

0 6 9

1822, .

October, T cleared Schooner John
and Francis, 32 tons, bound to Mi-
ramichi and paid as follows :

Collector and Comptroller, £3 1

Searchers, . 0 16

o}

Naval Office, £

W

)
(=}
O =3

£6 010

Adjourned.

WEeDNESDAY, 11th February, 1824,
Present, all the Members,

Mr. Benaxcen, in the Chair.

Joun BonNER, of this City a Clerk in the House of Messrs.
John Leather & Co. appeared before your Committee and
wus examined as follows :

Q. 1. How long have you resided in this Country ?

A. Two years,

Q. 2. What is the description of Trade, in which the House
you belong to, are particulaily engaged 2 - .
A. In the shipping of lumber to Great Britain, and I have

been employed in doing their Custoni-House business.

Q. 8. Do the Officers cf the Customs to !your knowledge
refuse detailed accounts or explanations ofthe Fees they de-
mand, on the entrance and clearance of Vessels, and in other -
cases ?

A. They do, to my knowledge, vefuse te do so inthe entrance
and clearance of veseels 5 in the case of a vessei called the Nor-
val, a brig, which 1 cleared on the ninth of August last, the .
Master in my presence and hearing demanded from Mr. John
Bruce, the Collector’s principal Clerk, an account of what the
money which I was then in the act of paying was for ; (he
Clerk declined giving an answer, :

Q. 4. Are the Fees intelligible to you on comparison with
the Docket, suspended in the Custom-House, for public In-
specticn ?
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A. They are not,

Q. 5. What are the Public Office hours at' the Custom.
House?

A. Fromten A. M. totwo P. M.

Q. 6. Are they sufficient for the transaction of the business
of this Port with convenience to the Trade?

A. In my opinion by nc means,and I think that an hour
sconer in the morning, and an hour or two later in the after-
noon, would greatly convenience the Trade of the Port.

WirLuiam PatTown, Esq. of the City of Quebec, Merchant,
next appeared before Your Committee, and was examined as
follows :

Q. 1. How long have you resided in this Country and been
engaged in business ? ' '

A. Five years.

Q. 2. What is the description of Trade in which you have
been particularly engaged ? :

A. General business ofa Merchant,

Q. 3. Have you had any opportunity of clearing Vessels at
the Custom-House, in this Port, and paying the Fees 2

A. Yes. '

Q. 4. Are youaware that the charges of the Customs area
subject of compiaint as being exorbitant? :

A. Yes. '

Q. 5. Did you ever require from the Officers of the Cus-
toms detailed accounts or explanations of the Fees so paid to
them, on theentering and clearing of Vessels, and in other
cases ?

A. Yes.

Q. 6. Weresuch explanations ever granted or refused to
you, and if so can you state any particular instance ?

A. They were refused to me; in 1819 being a Clerk to Mr.
Atkinson, I requested the Clerks in the Custom-House Office
for a detailed statement of the Fees which I was then paying
on a Vessel clearing outwards, they answered that “ they had
none to give me, ” and since that time I have not put the
question again : but since that period Captains of Vessels, at
the request of their Owners, have asked me to inform them
what they were paying for at the Cusiom-House, I have in-
duced them to put the question themselves to the Clerksin
the Office, which they have done in my presence, and havein
all cases been vefused.

Q. 7. Have you had an opportunity to examine the Docket
suspended in the Custom-House Office for public inspection,



40

and can you say if the I'ees that have been exacted fiom you
are conformable to the same?

A. I have examined them minutely, and I think they ares
hot.

Cuaries Aporpuus Hort, Esqr then appeared before
your Committee and was examined as follows :

Q. 1. Are you 2 Merchant of this City 2

A. Yes.

Q. 2. How long have you resided in the Country and been
engaged’ in business ?

A. Lam bornin this Country and have been engaged-in
Trade three years. _ :

Q. 3. What is the description of Trade in which you are
engaged ? o :

A. General business of a2 Commission Merchant, -

Q. 4. Have you had any opportunity of clearing Vessels
at the Custom-House in-this Port, and paying the Fees?

A. I have. :
Q. 5. Are you aware that the charges of the Customs area

subject of complaint as being exorbitant,

A. Yes. ,

Q. 6. Did vou ever demand detailed accounts or explanaa
tions of the Officers cf the Customs- when you- peid to them
the Fees they exacted-?

A. T did.

Q. 7. Were they granted or refused. .

A. Inclearing the American Brig Jones, last Spring, at the
request of the Master, I demanded from- the Clerks in the
Custom-House Office a detailed statement of the Fees which I
was then paying on the clearance of that Vessel ; they gave me
for answer a slip- of paper upon which were the figutes of the
total amount which I had to pay.

Q. 8. Do you know the Fees which are exacted in tlie A
merican Ports on the entrance and. clearance of their coasting
vessels ?

A. I donot recollect precisely, but as nearly as I can rememe
Ler they are from seven shillings and six pence to twelve shiil-
ings the whole amount. :

Adjourned.

. Traurspay, 12th February, 1824.
Present, Messieurs Belanger, Neilson, Davidson and Cuavillier.
Mr. BELANGER, in the Chair, :
Axprrw PatteErson, lksquire, appearcd before Your
Committee and was examined as follows :
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Q. 1. You are a Merchant of the City of Quebec, and a
Member of the Committee of Trade for the City ?

A. Yes. :

Q. 2. Howlong have you resided in this Country and been
engaged in Trade ?

A. T have been in this Country since 1801, and have been
engaged in Trade the whole time, but on my own account
since 1809.

Q. 3. What is the description of Trade in which you are
particularly engaged ?

A. The general business of a Merchant.

Q. 4. The Merchants in their Petition, referred to this
Committee, complain of various abuses, exactions and grievan-
ces in relation to the Custom-House, injuriously affecting the
interest of the Petitioners and the Trade of the Country ; can
you state any facts upon which such complaints are founded
and how the Trade and Navigation have been affected by the
said abuses ? _

A. I consider in the first instance that the charges made in
the Collector and Comptroller’s Office, are very high and in-
jurious tothe Trade, and particularly to the Shipping inte-
rest. I can state two insiances in which the Owners of Vessels
clearing from this Port have been aggrieved ; the first was the
Schuoner Hermon, Thomas Milne, Master, in clearing in No-
vember 1818, the Captain complained of the Fees, when ape
plication was made fora statement of the same ; he was refer-
red to the Collector who refused any explanation and merely
pointed to the Table of Fees, which hestated, was their guide,
from the manner in which this Table is made out, it i3 im=
possible for any person to find out in what way the sum ex-
acted is to be made out, for in clearing the Fecs exceed very
far, what I have ever been able to make out they are autho-
rized to receive,

The second instance is that of the Brig Woodman, Thomas
Robson, Master, which cleared in August 1820, Captain Rob-
son particularly refused to pay the sum demanded unless he
could get some information, as he stated, the samn demanded
exceeded what he had paid in the West Indies. In this as in
the first instance, application was made to the Collector by
Robson and myself, and we were equally unsuccessful ; the
only satisfaction we could get was being again referred to the
Table of Fees. When this refusal was made, I at the time,
made a memorandum of the fact.

From the sum charged at the Custom-House for Feeson
small Vessels from this to Mirai?ichi,. it was found to bear so
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very heavy on those that made several Voyages in the comrse
of the season, that I wrotea Letter in the name of my House
on the 2d. November 1821, to the Honorable M. H. Perceval,

Collector of the Customs at this Port, of which the following
isa Copy :

Quebec, 2d Novr. 1821
The Honorable

M. H. PerceEVAL.

Dear Sir,

¢ We take theliberty of calling your attention to the
particular hardship under which owners of small vessels trading
to the sister Provinces at present labour. It has been hereto-
fore the practice for the Collector and Comptroller to-charge the
same fees on vessels of the above description as they do on
large vessels trading to Great-Britain, which under the pre-
sent distressed state of trade, they can ill afford to pay, and it
is a well known fact, that small vessels which make four or
five voyages here in the course of the year, really pay more
than vessels that make two voyages to Great-Britain or the
West-Indies in the course of the season.

As instances of the heavy charges paid at the Custom-House
in proportion to the earnings of small vessels, we beg leave to
state two or three cases, we were lately in treaty for a Schooner
ofabout 40 tons, toload flour for Miramichi, the whole freight
asked would only have amounted to about £33, out of which
about 20 per cent. or one fifth, would have been paid to the
Custom-House Officers here for fees.  On the [8th July last,
we cleared out the Schooner Chatham for Miramichi, this
vesscl is only 76 tons, and the amount paid at the Custom-
House was ££7 12 8 cury.  We have not the particulars of
whatwas paid in each oflice ; but on clearing the same vessel
again on the 2d ultimo, we know that Captain Williston paid
£5 3 2inyouroflice, and £1 11 2 in the Waiter and Sear-
cher’s office, now the vessels whole freight would not exceed
£55 as she can only carry 410 barrels under her decks.

We submit the foregoing to your consideration, and most
sincerely hope you will make such alterations in the vate of fees
as not entirely to destroy the trade, (whichina great measure
must be abandoned, if small crafis continue to pay the same
fees as vessels coming from sea are subject to,) in which for
the welfare of the Province, but too few vessels are employed ;
and by granting such relief as in your judgement you see fit,
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we are of opinion you will ultimately benefit thereby, as we

have no doubt such 8 measure would tend to increase the

intercourse between the Colonies, particularly that part of

New-Brunswick, that is situated in the Gulf of the St.

Lawrence, who instead of deriving their supplies of provisions
. M k2

from Halifax, would look to this market.”

‘With great respect, we are,
Dear Sir,
Your most obedient Servt.
PATERSONS & WEIR.
A true Copy,
" A. PATERSON.

Afier perusal of which he stated that in future he would only
charge half the amount of Fees which he was entitled to. Had
the same Fees continued to be exacted that were formerly
paid, we must have abandoned the Trade to Miramichi, as
Vessels could not be gotto undertake the voyage ata mode-

rate freight, in consequence of the sums exacted at the Custom-
House for Fees. ' : :

Adjourned. .
Saruzpay, 14th February, 1824.

Present, all the Memhers,

Mr. BELANGER, in the Chair. .

GEeorGEe SymEes, Esquire, Master of the Corporation of
the Trinity House of Quebec, appeared before Your Commit-
tee and was examined as follows;

Q. 1. Are you a Merchant of this City ?

.A. Yes. - _—

Q. 2. How long have you been engaged in trade ?
lvgi I have been engaged in trade in this City since the year

Q. 3. Whatis the description of trade in which you are
particularly engaged ? ‘ S :

A. Generally, but moye pariicularly in the Impori and
Export trade. . D o

Q. 4. The Merchants in theirpetition referred to this Com=
wittee complain of various abus¢s id relation to the Custom-
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House, injuriously affecting the interest of the petitioners and
the trade of the country, can you state any facts upon which
such complaints are founded, ‘and how the trade and naviga-
tion have been affected by the said abuses ?

A. The Custom-House business for these many years past,
has been transacted by my Clerks, it is therefore impossible
for me to speak pointedly on the subject, further than I am
enabled to draw from my disbursement books, extracts from
which are hereunto annexed, and all of which I believe to be
perfectly correct.

From the year 1803 to 1813, one uniform principle appears
to have been adopted in the exaction of fees by the Customs-
House officers at Quebec. -

From square rigged vessels, (their clearance.)

Collector and Comptroller,sessseceessesd 5 0
Na\'alomCefee.....-.o.......u..... 0]0 0

A gratuitous fee was generally given to the Waiter on board,
which varied according to circumstances, from 9s, to 10s.

From Schooners.

Collector and Comptroller.esessesssocese£3 5 0
NavalOﬂicefee”.-o-...........u.... O 5 0

The gratuitous fee to the Waiter from 2s. 6d. to 5s.

I the early part of the summer 1813, the fees paid to the
Collector and Comptroller on the clearance of vessels increased
considerably, and from that period it is to be observed that no
fixed and stated charge has been made, but that it has since
frequently been subject to much variation ; which will be im-
mediately perceived by refevence to a few of the annexed
examples.

1813.
Brig Dorset, Liverpool. Brig Salus, Liverpool.
Similar Cargoes. :
Coll, and Compt. 7T 2 0 Coil,and Compt, 17T 0
Scarchers, 1 0 0 Searchers, 110 0
Naval office fee, 010 0 Naval Office fee, 010 0
Trinity ilouse dues, 8 3 9 Trinity House dues, 313 9
£i115 9 - £i310 9
1814.
Brig Margaret, Brig Carricks,
Coll. and Compt, £7 3 6 Coll, snd Compt, £q 16 3
Searchers, 010 0 Searchers, 615 0 :
R —— T 13 6 -—1011 8
Naval Officefee, £1 0 0 Naval Office fee, 1 00
Trivity House dues, 2 18 9 Trioity Housedues, 3 5 0
———— 3 18 9 . 4 5 0
L1112 3 “£1416 3

I ———
Omon necamn
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1815.

Brig Belvoir Castle,

Coll. and Compt, £7 0 9 Colt.end Compt. £6 18 0
Searchers, 015 0 Searchers, 3 5 0
—_T715 9 i0 8 0
Naval Ofice, 1 00 Naval Office, 1 0 0
Trimity Houss dues, 2 15 0 Trinity House daes, 3 & ¢
315 O ’ 4 5 0
L1110 8 £l4 18 ¢
1816.
Brig Margaret. Brig Carricks,
Coll,and Compt, £5 8 9 Coll,and Compt, 1.5 6 6
Searchers, 2 21 Searchers, 215 5
7T 10 10 m——— 0 ] 1%
Naval Offce, 1 00 Naval Office, 100
Trinity Housedues, 2 18 9 Trinity House dues, 3" 5 0
318 9 —— 4 5 O
L1l 9 7 LI2 611
1817.
Brig Thomas Naylor, Brig Carricks.
Coll, and Compt. 15 8 9 Coll. and Compt, L516 6
Searchers, 2 0 4 Searchers, 2 0 4
7T 91 — T 16 10
Naval Office, 1 ¢ 0 Naval Office, 1 00
Trioity House dues, 3 16 3 Trinity House dues, 3 0 0
T e 4 16 8 —— 4 0 O
119 5 4 ¥l 16 10
1818
Brtg Belvoir Castle. Brig Carricks,
Coll. and Compt, 1518 9 Coll. and Compt. L5 16 6
Searchers, 2 5 0 Searchers, 3 7103
.‘ 8 3 9 —_—0 44}
Nava) Office, 1 00 Naval Office, z 0
Trisity House dues, 2 11 3 Trinity House daes, 8 1 3
—— 311 3 —d 1 3
i1 5 0 B3 5 T
——— S —

Brig Carricks,

1819.

Brig Belvoir Castle,

Coll. and Compt, 1518 9
;cnchexs 2 5 0
Naval Office, 1 00

Trinity chn- dues, 2 15 0
—— 315 0

L1l 18 9

——p—

Brig Carricks.
Coﬂ. and Compt. 46 13 9

Searchers, 2 5 0
r——— 8 18 9

Naval Office, I 00

Trigity House dues, 3 2 6
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1820,

Brig Marths,
Coll. aod Compss 16 8 2
Searchers, 25 0

—

K
{

oW

8
A passenger’s certificate, o
Naval Office, 1 00
Traity House dues, 3 18 6

— 418 6

2
Q

Brig Carricks,

Coll. and Compt, 16 3 2
Searchers, 2 6 2

. —_—8 9 4
Naval Office, 1 00

Trinity House dues, 4 10 0,
Sm—— 510 O

e L1319 4
i1a & 8 ———
1821. _
Brig Serab and Mary Aon. " Brig Sally,
Colliand Compta 1.3 16 2 Coll, and Compt, L5 3 2
Searchers, 2 6 2 Searchers, 2 5 ¢
Passenger’s certiticaic | 0 0 —17 8 2
- — 9 2 4 Naval Office, ~ 1 00
Nava) Qffice, o0 Trioity House dues, 4 7 &
Trinity House dues, 4 9 517 6
———3 1 9 ———
iz 5 8
14 4 1 —
1822,
Ship Hero. Brig Saily.
Coll, and Compt. 15 8 9 Coll. and Compt. 15 8 ¢
Searchers, 2 6 2 Searchers, 2 1 4
— T 14 1 Pans:nver s certificatel 5 0
Naval Office, 1 0 0 . 90 6
Thinity House dues, 5 6 103 Naval Office, i 00
e 6 6 10} Trinity House dues, 4 7 1
e e 5171
L14 t 9.
- L4 8 I
1823.
Brig Sarahard Mary Ann, Brig Sally,
Coll, und Compt, 15 9 8. Coll.and Copupt, 15" 2 7
Seurcliers, 2 6 2 Searchers, 2.6 2
Passengerts catificatet 0 0 Passenger's centificate 10 0
—-S15 5 -— 8 8 9
Naval Ofiice, 1 00 Naval Offige, i 00
Trinity House dues, 4 9 3 Trinity Housedues, 4 T 7
—b5 9 2 571
L4 4 8 l.13 16 4

N. B. The fee taken by the Collector and Comptroller on
the seneral entry of all vesselsis £0 5 73
And by the Scarcherss s s vee,.0 1 83

which sums do not constitute any one Ttem in the docLet of
fees placed for the inspection of Merchants at the Custom-
House, according to which the exaction of fees is regulated
andwhich the Collector is ordered to see str ictly observed, nor
is it possible for individuals to ascertain the correctness of the
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charge made on the clearance of vessels, as explanation is
denied, and a certain sum demanded, which generaily exceeds
by one third the whole amount of fees specified in the docket
before alluded to.

Cuarves Ferix Avrwiy, Esquire, then appeared before
your Committee and was examined as follows :

Q. 1. You are a Merchant of this City ?

A. Yes, I am a native of this City, and have been engaged
in trade for ten years.

Q. 2. What is the description of trade in which you are
particularly engaged.

A. T am engaged in the trade between this and the adjoin~
ing Provinces and the West-Indies. '

Q. 3. The Merchantsin their petition referred tothis Com-
mittee, complain of various abuses, exactions and grievances
in relation to the Custom-House, injuriously affecting the in-
terest of the Petitioners and the trade of the country. Can you
state any facts upon which such complaints are founded, and
bow the trade and navigation have been affected by the said
abuses ?

A. The exactions of the Custom-House and Naval Ofiice
are so great as to prevent enterprising on the coasting trade
from this Port, and for the want of coasting crafts, the ovders
received from the adjoining Provinces for provisions of various
kinds to a great extent, have remained unexecuted. That in
partially executing those orders we are dependent for freight
on vessels belonging to the out-ports of this Province and the
adjoining Province ; that vessels belonging to piaces to the
northward of Miramichi, taking freight from this to that place
in the fall of the year, frequently touch first at the place they
belong, to land their own provisions, which occasions a delay
that prevents their arrival at the port of discharge in the fall,
A case in point has occurred to me, my letters by the last Ha-
lifax-Post acquaint me that a vessel which had loaded for
Miramichi is now frozen in, at a place one hundred and
twenty miles from it; that the cargo was unloaded, and would
have to remain there till next spring ; these supplies were
intended for the lumber-men who are employed in the woods,
getting out lumber to be exported next year, and the disap-~
pointiment ‘as very great.

In the year 1822, I shipped about six thousand barrels of
flour besides other provisions, which were exported chiefly in
vessels belonging to the adjoining Provinces and out-ports of
this Province, and I have no recollection of making a shipment.
n any vessel belonging to this port. That in consequence of
our dependance on other places for vessels, the rate of freight
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is charged very high, which affords the means of vessels from
the United-States, supplying Halifax and other places with
flour at a more reduced rate, notwithstanding the duty of five
shillings sterling per barrel, imposed on American flour.

Q. 4. Doyou know the general state of profit and loss
amongst the owners of viver and coasting crafts in this Pro-
vince, and will you state to the Committee the knowledge you
have on the subject ? )

A. Ido not own a vessel, and therefore cannot state from
my own knowledge the profit or loss which may arise, but
from the limited number of coasting crafts owned in this port
and the low state of credit in which ~owners of crafts in the
out-ports stand, I infer that it is a losing trade. ,

Q. 5. Do you ascribe the want of fit and sufficient vessels
for the coasting trade of which you complain chiefly to the
high fees and Custom-House dues, and what cther causes
operate to produce that effect ? ‘ ‘

A. The principal cause in my opinion is the very high and
disproportionate fees of the Custom-House and Naval office.

Adjourned. B ,
Monpav, 16th February, 1824.

Mr. BErLANGER in the chair. : ‘

Jeremial LEavcrarTt, Eeqr. of the City of Quebee, Mer-
chant, appeared before your Committee, and was examined
as follows :

Q. 1. What 1s the description of Trade in which you are
particularly engaged ?

A. It is the employment of Vessels belonging to the Gene-.
ral Concern I am interested in, (whose Establishments ave at
Bermuda, Grenada, Newfoundland and Quebec,) trading
between these several ports and places. ‘ ‘ ‘

Q. 2. Can you furnish, for the information of the Com-
mittee, a statement of the Custom House Fees and dues in
any of the Ports in the West Indies, at Halifax, or in any of
the Ports in the neighbouring British Provinces, as well on
Vessels consigned to or owned by you as in other cases which
may have come to your knowledge ? ;

A. Alihough engaged so much as I'have been in commer-
cial intercourse with the West Indies, yet having none of the
accounts or papers with me belonging to any of the Esta-
blishments, I cannot in consequence furnish, for the informa-
tion of the Committee, such correct statement of the Custom
House Fees paid in those places as would be satisfactory or
useful in the present enquiry ; in fact, except so far as relates.
to Bermuda, where the whole Fees on entering and clearing
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a Vessel of about one hundred and sixty Tons burthen, twith
Cargo inwards and outwards, does not exceed from forty five
to fifty dollars, no just criterion could be formed, because in
the West Indies a tuch larger amoutit is paid to Public Offis
cers than is the case elsewhiere, on account of the great differ-
ence between the expences of living n that quarter to what
it is in other places. '

Q. 3. Can .yow furnish a statement of the Fees and dues
paid by you at the Custom House in this Port,on the entrance
and clearance of  Vessels ; and state whether or not you con-
sider them oppressive and detrimental to Trade?

A. I now furdish the Committee with a statement of the
whole cost of Fees paid at the Custows and Naval Office,
at this Port, ‘on the last Vessels cleared out by me; but as
regards whether such are oppressive or detrimental to Trade,
I have only to =say that I think if the charges were reduced
on the small Vessels which are employed between this Pro-
vince, Newfoundland and the other lower Ports, (their voy-
ages not being long and consequently frequent, notwithstand-
ing our <hort season,) that such would be beneficial to the
Trade of the Brovince generally.

The following is the statement above-mentioned :

FrEs paid at the Custora House and Naval Office, on l7zéjbl-
lowing Vessels, entered and cleared oul ir: 1823,
21st June, Ship Princess Royal, 19414 Tons, from Grenada,
with a full Cargo of West India Produce.
Entering Fees.

Collector’s Office, £0 6 9
Searcher’s”  do. 0 27

. Entering outwards,
Collectoi’s Office, ' 0 5 17
Searcher’s . do. 0189

4th July,  Clearing out Fees. Co

" Collector and” Comptroller, 5 2 0
. Hospital money. 018 4
One Certificate, 0 3 4
... Naval Office, 518 8
"~ "Harbour Master, 07 6
Searcher, 210 0
£1511 6
m



50

3d: Sept. :Brig Southampton, 18833 Tons, from Grenada, with
a full Cargo of ‘West India Produce. T
Entering Fees,

.Collector’s Office, £0 6 9 -
Searcher’s  do. 0 27
Entering outwards.
Collector’s Office, 0 5 7
Searcher’s  do. 019
30th Sept.  Clearing out Fees.
Collector and Comptroller, b 2 7
Hospital money, 1.6 8
One Certificate, 0 .3 4
Naval : Oflice, 513 8
Searcher, 210 0
L1512 1

7th-Oct.  -Sloop Intermediate, 58 £3 tons, iﬁ'om’Grenacla,'
with a cargo of 'West India Produce, o

‘Entering ‘Fees, 8 '3
Entering outwards, 07 4
Clearing out Fees.

18th Qct. Collector and Comptroller, 5 8 8
‘Hospital money, 100

‘Naval Office, 4 3 %
Harbour Master, 076
Searchier, 2 00

£i315 1

Jean Orivier Brunet, of the City of Quebec, Esquire,
Merchant, appeared before your Committee and was.examined
as follows : '

Q. 1. How long have you been engaged in Trade?

A. Upwards of ten years. - S .

Q. 2. What.is the description of Trade, in which you are
puriiculariy engaged ? o o

A. Principally in Ship Chandlery Stores and Provisions,
and supplying the Fisheries. B

Q. 5. Do you own any Vessel employed onthe .coasting
Trade ? 4 v )

A, Yes.
Q. 4. Do the Officers of the Customs refuse explanations

of the Fees which they charge when required, by the parties of
whom they are demanded ?
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A\ L'Have never askedféor-tliem; having understood'that
they nevergiveany. -

Q. 5. Doyou know what are tlie Custom-House' charges
in the Porvof Halifax, or in any.of thie lower Ports; on Ves-
sel$ of the description of yours, on similar voyages and with
similar cargoes ?

A. The Custom-House of Halifax has charged* onone-of
my Schooners £5 18 6, and for the same vessel in the same
voyage, the Custom-House in- this Port has demanded’ and
received upwdrds of £10.

Q. 6. Do you know the general state of the profit and loss
amongst' the Owners of River and Coasting Craft in this
Province ?

A. I'believe that in general the expenses have equalized the
receipts of the Schooners navigated from Quebec to the lower
Ports, considered out of the Province. :

Q. 7. Do you ascribe the want of fit and sufficient Vessels
for the Goasiing,'l'-rad'e, to the high Fees and Custom-House
dues'; and what ‘other causes operate 1o produce that effect '

A. I believe that the high Fees paid at the Customs, in
proportion to- the- lower freights given to Crafts, navigated
fromthis Port-tp the lower Ports, considered out-of the Pro-
vince; have prevented many proprietors of vessels from fitting
out:

Adjourned: :
Fripax, 20tk February, 1824,

Mt. BeLanceR in the Chair.

The Honorable Micaaer Hexry Percevar, Collector
ofHis ‘Mijesty’s Customs in this Pore, appeared before your
Committee- and-furnished: for- the information of‘the Commit-
tee several papersor Documents, which will be- found in the:
Appendix to this-Report-under the Letter A. No: I. 2. 3. 4.
after which several' questions- were' anded-to Ms: Perceval;
by-the Chairman of the Committee; to-which questions Mr.
Perceval' will- answer-at-a future time.

Adjourned.

Sarurpav, 98ih February, 1824.
Mr. Berancer in'the Chair.

The Chairman laid before the Committee the answers ofthe
Honorable M. H: Perceval to the questions submitied tc him -
by the Committee, oni the 20th instant, which are as. follows :
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Q. 1. It appears to the Committee that on clearing the
schooner Marie Catherine, 69 tons burthen, loaded with pro-
visions for Miramichi, being her first voyage qut of the Pro-
vince, the following fees were paid at the Custom-House :

Entry outwards, , L0 7 4
Collector and Comptroller’sclearance, £2 6 0
Tee for certificate, 0.3 4 ,
2 9. 4.
Waiters and Searchers’ clearance, 012 6
Feeon certificate, 0.1 2 :
——— 0 13 -8
310 4
Naval officer, - 110 6
£5 010

Ave the above sums paid in conformity to the docket of
fzes ubove mentioned and suspended in the office of the Cus-
toms for public mspection ? _

A. Yes, on examining the Fee-Book for the particulars of
the sum of £3 10 4, the whole appecars to be according to the
Halifax docket, and the usage of thie Custom-House, (which
15 to charge only half fees on a vessel eniering inwards, or
clearing outwardsonly,) except that the Waiters and Searchers’
fee appears 10 have been undercharged Is. and that the foreign
topsail fee appears to have been charged by mistake in the
hurry of business 5 of the whole sum 11s. 10d. is paid by the
exporting Merchant for documents taken out by him, and not
by the vessel. : :

Etmay be here necessary to remark that the practice which
seems Lo be general with the Merchants of charging the fees
payable by themselves against the vessel, tends very much to
augment the apparent amount of the ship’s dishursement, as
will appear by the varicus statements now before the Commit-
tee ; the entries inwairds and bonds, entries cutwards and.
cockets, certificates for lumber and other articles of Canadian
produce, and certificates to cancel bonds, are decuments
which ought in every cuse to be paid for by theimporting or
exporting Merchant, and which he either demands voluntarily
or which the law obliges him to take to secure his property
from seizure, and they have no reference whatever to the
ship’s expences.

t may be also proper to observe thet the fees are collected
by the Collector’s Clerk, who has at tlie same time to attend,
to the entering and clearing of vessels, the receiving and exa--



53

mining of entries inwards, and the calculation of the King's
duties to be paid or secured, added tothe mass of general
business daily transacting at the Custom-House, and the
detailed nature of the doc%(et. to be applied to each case, mis-
takes may probably occur ; under these circumstances it is
difficult at a subsequent period to ascertain the particular
items of any individual case or payment ; and although it has
been successfully done in the various cases referred to by the
Committee, some of which embrace a period of nearly ten
years, it is obvious that a considerable portion of time must
have been consumed in the research and investigation of them.

Q. 2. In the clearing of the schooner Charlotte, 89tons; to
Newfoundland, there appears to have been received by the
Custom-House Officers the following fees :

Entry outward, < ' £0 7 4
Collector and Comptroller, £4 12
Certificate, 0 3 4

—4 15 4
Waiters and Searchers’ entrance and- —
clearance, 110 O
Certificates, ' o1 2 -
111 2

£6 13 10
Can you inform the Committee whether the above sums are in
conformity to thedocket.

A. The above sum of £4 12 0, was received at the Col-
lector's Desk, and is in conformity to the Docket, except that
the Fee on Foreign Topsail Vessels is included, through mis-
take of the Fee Clerk in'the hurry of transacting businese,
and which, under the explanation given in the first answer,
might; in the multiplicity of detail of individual payments, -
very readily occur, without its being caused by any wilfal
negligence on the pait of the person employed.

Q. 3. On the clearance of the Bark Mint, 469" tons from
this port to London, the following fees appear to have been
received by the Custom-House Officers in this port, on the 8th
September, 1823 : ‘

Entrance outwards v £0 7 4
Collector and Comptroller, . P4 1011
9 certificates 0 6 8

417 7
Searchers’ clearance, 2 5 0
2 certificates, ' 0 2 4

2 7 4
£712 35
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Can you informr the Committee of which of tlie items in tle
docket are composed‘those several sums ?

A. Enury ontwards and cocket, (payable by the Exporter,)

INTVARDS.
Geveral Entrance, £013 6
Repori, 0 ¢ 0
Warrant to unload, 0 20
Cerilicale of Report, 030
Anchorage, 040
Recording Register, 017 &
Foreign Topsuil Vescels, 0609

28 7

Add, Ooatwards 1193
4 710

1-9th ... 0 9 9

£417 7

57

OUTWARDS.
General.Clearancs, £
Report, .
Wirrant toload,

Certificate of. Report,
Bill of Siores,

Cocket:on do.
Eaumerated-Bond,
Ceriificate of do.

List of-Men,

Forzign Tupsail: Vessels,

o
—

OooCcCoOooOoC S
10010 W W0 10 &
woooooooonm

£119° 3

The above are the items which compose the sums paid o

the Collector and Comptroller.

Q. 4. Iv appears that on. the clearance of the Bark Sally,
313 tons to:London, on the 26th June, 1822, the following
sums have been paid to the Custom-IJouse Officers in. this

Port :
Entry ontwards,
Collector and Comptroller,
Searchers,

Lo 7 4
5 3 2
217 4
£7 17 16

Will you inform the Comuiittee of which:of the items inthe

docket are composed the several sums: paidy andhow ithap- -

pens:that the fees paid on this.vesselappear higher thanthose

paid on the clearance of the Mint, on the 8th Septr. 18232

A. Entry outwards and cocket, (payable by the. Exporter)
£

7

) INWARDS. QUTWARDS.
Geveral’ Entrance, £013 6 General Clearance, 013.- 6
Report, 0 2 0 Repon, 02 a
Waurrant lo.unlead, 0 2 0 Warrnt toload,, 020
Centificate of Report, 0- 3 0 Cenificate of Report, 03 0O
Auchkorage, 0 4 0 Bill of Siores, 0 2 0
Recarding Register, 017 4 Cocketondo. 03 0
Foreign Top:ail Vessels, 0 6 9 *Nonenumerated Bond, 0 20
*Certificate. of do. 030
¢ 8 7 *Lumber Bond, 02 0
Add,, Outwards 2 4 3 “*Certificate of do. 03 0
List of Men, 02 0
4 1210 Foreign Topsail Vessels, 069

1.9th.... 010 4 ’

£ 4 3

tn
o
w
)

|
|
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-Thembove.are :the items which compose the sume paid to
the:Collector and Comptroller,and the cause:of the difference
between the amount paid upon this vessel and on the Mint
in 1823, is-that the non-enumerated and lumber bonds and
certificates not being required, since the passing-ofthe Act.3d
Geo. dV. cap. 45, in 1822, the four.items marked * have been
since deducted in 4828, -~ . -

Q. 5. Italso appears that on clearing the same Bark Salty
on the 6 September, 1823, the following Fees were paid,

Entry outwards, £L0o 7 4
. LCollector and Comptroller, 412 0
Waiters.and Searchers, 2 50
£1 4 4

‘Can you explain to this Committee why the Fees paidin
thelatter instance, appear less than in the former 2
A. The difference between the . Fees paid on this Vessel in
1823 and in 1922, is already explained in answersto No. 3
and 4. ' v
Q. G. It:appears to the Committee that the following are
the Fees which the Officers of His Majesty’s Customs were en-
titled to.demand on the two last mentioned Vessels, (Mint
and-Sally) by the Docket.
Entry outwards, £0 2 9
Collector and Comptroller, :
Entrance 9s.and 4s. 6d. sterling  £0
Clearance 9s. and 4s. 6d. 0
Additional being Foreign Topsail,
4s. 6d. and 2s, 3d. sterling, - - 0
- “Cockets, .0
2 Certificates, 0

Waiters and Searchers, L
Entrance 4s. 6. and 11d. sterling, _£0
--..Clearance 4s. 6d. and 11d. - -0
" Additional being Foreign Topsei, --
~+2s-3d. and 6d. sterling, 0
Cockets, 0
2:Certificates, -6

Whib OQ
T

017 5
£3 T 8.
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Can yoa inform the Committee why the sums paid on thos¢
Vessels appear toexceed the Fees allowed by-the Docket ?
A. Thley do not exceed the Fees allowed by the Docket.

Q. 7. EFrom a statement furnished the Committee’ thiere np-
pears to have been paid to the Custom-Honse Officers, in this
Pori the following Fees :on the. clearance of the Sloop .Re<
ward, 98 tons, burthen frem this Port, to Mmgan in the years
1822 and 1823, : .

1822, Vst Voyage. - 1823.
Entry ontwards £0 7 4 Eotry outwards, C£0 7T 4
Collector & Comptroller, 6 1+ 5  Wuiters and Searchers, 1 5 0
Waiters aud Searchers, 1 6 0  Collector & Comptroller, 4 14 0
—————  sait bouds Ss, 4d. cockets

£ 7 9 Is, 2d. 0 9 6
~£6 15410
: : Qnd VOJage S
Entry outwards .;LO 7 4 (‘ollcctor&Comph‘o]]er,aEs1

Collector & (‘umptlo]lel 612 8 Waiters and Seurchers,
Waiters-aud Seurciiers, 1 6 -0 Salt bouds aud cocket,,
- : ~—————  Lutry outwards,
£8.6 © = —
e - e £6. 0 .4

et
\so@ac‘._
Y-

3rd Voyage. :
Entry outwards £0 7 4 CQollector &Comptroller, £3 18

§ 6
Collector & Comptroller, 5 17 1. Waitersand Searchers, 1 5 0
Waiters and Seacliers, I 6 0 Salt boud and cocket, 0.0 6
~———  LEudtry outwards, o7 4

£7 10 6. : _— -
- — : ‘ £6 0 4

4th Voyage.
Entry outwards, . . . £0 7 4 Collector & Comptroller, £3 18 4
Collector & Comptroller, 4 8 2 Waiters and.Searchers, 1 5 ‘0
Waiters & Searchers, t 6 O Salt bond and Cocket, 6.5 6

Entry outwards, 07 4
£ 1.6 . e
—_— P (S

Referring to the table of fees, can you point out to the Com-
mittee the several .items paid on each clearance to the Col-
lector and Comptroller, and Waiters and Searchers, and ex-
plain.why the sums which have been paid apparently for the
same service, vary in many instances ?
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Answer.

Fiwst. Voyags,

Geoeral entraace,

Report,

Warrant to unload,

Certificate-of seport,.

Anchorage,

Kecording register,

Foreign topsail vessels,

1822.

QW

ccoooe®

CROOIOO

o
Q
@®
=2

|

hed

COOCROOOoORe

Ceneral Clearancey
Report, )
Warrant to load,
Certificate of reporly
Bill of Stares,
Cocket on dilto,
List of men, .
»Non-epumerated bond,
aCertificate of ditto,
«Lumber boud,
sCertificate of ditto,
Foreign topsail vesiels,

—

o 0o 20 U6 10 80 Co 80 G 80 10 0
PO O00DTOIOTD

l
|

™~
0
o
W

Add, Tawards,

rs
—
N
—
(=)

1.9th, 0 10 4
Sum paid, 153 8

|

Fee on foreign topsail vessels charged
by mistake.
Second Voyage,

Sime 18 above, 5 3 2
And same mislake. .
Third Voyage.

Same ag sbove, L5 3 2

Deduct for foreign topsail
vessels not charged, 013 6
Sum poid, 14 9 8

" Fourih Voysge.
Kame as above, 9 8

These being no lumber, de~
ductfor bond & certificate 0 5 7
14 41

S———

N.B. A bond and cestificate for Spirita
short charged on this clearance,
. \

H

First Voyage, 1823,
L

Same as in 1822, ) 3 5
Deduct noo-coumerated bond, - - '

lumber bond, & cerlificates
marked * : 20
i o

Fee on foreiga topsail. vessels chu;ed;
by mistake.

Second Voyagze,
Same at above, 1412 ©
Deduct fee for foveign topsail

vessels not charged, 6
318 6
ot amnn

Third Voysge.
Same as above, 1318 6
S
Fourlh Voyage.
Same 85 above, 1818 &
e
Entry outwards of salt entitled
to drawback, o 2 3
Cocket for same, c 3 4
o asnr—ad
0 57
Cerlificate, o3 4
: ———‘—--.A
. Paid by the exporier, kO 8 I2
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The above items compose the sums paid to the Collector
and Comptroller as taken from the docket, and the cause of
the apparent difference is shewn in the statement. - N

When salt is cleared for drawback, it has been the practice
for the person receiving the same, to pay one dollar to the-
Clerk who furnished the salt bond. This charge stands upon
established usage only since the passing of the Provincial
Act, allowing the drawback in the year 1795.

Q. 8. It appears to this Committee that fees have been
exacted by the Custom-House and paid on the clearance of
the Schooner Adelaide from this port to Portneuf, within the
Jimits of this Province, in the county of Northumberland as.
follows : . :

1823, a
19th May, Collector and Comptroller, £0 4 2
lintry outwards, 07 4
Salt bonds 8s. 4d. cocket1s.2d, 0 9 6
110
18th June, Collectorand Comptroller, 0 4 4
Entry outwards, 07 4
— 01l 8

Can you produce {o the Committee yourauthority for exact-
ing fees for the clearance of the above vezsel in this particular
case.

Answer, .
19th May.  Coasting Clearance, £0 4 5:
Entry outwards, £0 2 3
Cockert, 034
Paid by the Exporter . 057
y P ﬂ Certificate, 0 3 4
Salt Bond, as stated in an- 5 0
swer on the Sloop Reward,
£0 18 4%
18th June. Coasting Clearance, £0 4 5%

It does not appear by the Custom House Books, that there
was any entry outwards this voyage, orany fee charged, ex-
cepi the coasting clearance 4s. 5i.

‘The above charges are according to the docket, except the
5s. for the salt bond, exacted upon usage as already stated,
and received by the Clerk who furnishes the bonds. The
necessity of these documents must appear obyious to the
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Committee from the circumstance of the King’s chest being
opened to pay the drawback allowed by the Provincial Act
85th Geo. 11I. to the Exporter of the salt.

Q. 9. It appears to this Committee, that on the clearance
ofthe Brig Perseverance, 116 tons, in 1816, the following
fees-were paid to the Officers of His Majesty’s Customs :

Collector and Comptroller, £5 8 2
Certificate 0 3 4
—5 6 6
Scarchers, : 210 4
’ £7 16 10
Naval office, 4 8 8
Harbour-Master, 010 0
£12 15
That this vessel was wrecked in going down the
River near Goose Island, she bad to land her car-
goand winter here, shereloaded,and on her sailing
next spring had to pay the following fees:
Collector and Comptroller, £5> 8 9
Searchers, 2 0 4
Naval office, 2 210
91111
£22 7 5

R —

Can you inform the Committee under what authority the
fees were exacted a second time on the same voyage of that

vessel ?

Q. 10. Itappearsto this Committee, that on the clearance
of the Brig Isabella and Euphemia, 79 tons, with passengers
in the fall of 181G, the following fees were paid to the Custom-
House Officers :



Collector and Comptroller, - £5 3 2
" Senrchers, 2 6 5
—_—T 3 7
Naval office, 316 0
« Harbour Master, 010 0
£11 9 X
That this vessel was injured by the ice at St.
Patrick’s Hole, nine miles bhelow Quebec, had
toreturn and winter, did not break bulk, aud on
her sailing next spring had to pay again to the
Collectorand Comptroller, £ 38 2
Naval Office, ‘ 016 9
Searehers, (made no charge,) 0 00
——— 519 11
LT 9 6

Can you inform the Committee under what authority were
those charges demanded and received ?

A. The case of these two vessels was stated by the Com-
mittee of Merchants in their memorial, addressed to His Ex-
cellency Sir John Coape Sherbrooke,and which was transmit-
ted by that Officer to the Lords Commissioners of H. M.
Treasury.  The answer given by the Officer of the Customs
upon that occasion to the Governor, is subjoined. ¢ [tis
alleged that the whole of the Custom-House fees are charged
a second time upon vessels, that by misfortune are detained in
the fall, and return to Quebec in the spring for necessaries
and repairs, although they finally carry home the same cargo
they first sailed with.”

“ As this complaint bears the appearance of an exaction,
the undersigned shall not content themselves with a general
denial of what is hereso vaguelystated; three vessels cleared
out with the usual documents for which the accustomed fees
were received, and sailed from hence in the fall cf last year,
from bad weather and other causes, they were compelled to
return, their cargoes were discharged, and it became neces-
sary to lay them up for the winter. ~ These vessels having
undergone the' necessary repairs, and being refitted, com-
menced loading in the spring, and when ready to clear out,
the usual application was made at the Custom-House, this
was complied with, and the established fees were received.
It may be right to mention that one of the persons signing
this representation was consignee to two of these vessels, but
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it does not appear that either that Gentleman, or the Mas~
ters, made any complaint, or stated any objectionagainst this
supposed exaction ; bul the undersigned know not why they
should be called upon twice to perform a similar duty, and
be expected at the same time to sacrifice the emoluments at-
tached o their Office for its performance. These emoluments
they have not unfrequently sacrificed, tho’ they had yet tolearn

that not deing so unasked was to be imputed to them as a
crime,” ’

Q- 11, From the evidence before this Committee, it ap-
pears that there were paid for the entrance and clearance of the
Brig Carricks at different periods in this port, the following
sums of money which appear to. vary in their amount. ‘

1814 g Collector and Comptroller  £9 16 3

Searchers 015 0
| P £Lilo 1l 3

Collector and Comptroller 618 0

1815%56’&1‘«:}1ers 350
Coll d C €105 .0

ollector and Comptroller £5 6 6

1816§ Searchers . P 215 5
— £ 8 111

¢ Collector and Comptroller  £5 16 6
181725921:‘(:llers 2 0 4 '
. —_— L 71610

Collector and Comptroller £5 16 6

1818%Searchers P 3 7 10
Coll — P9 4 4F

ollector and Comptroller 618 9

181gg.‘jem'chers 2 5 0
£ 818 9

Collector and Comptroller £ 6 3 2

1820 %Searchers 2 6 2
£8 9 4

Besides a fee in each instance to the Naval Officer ; will you
state to the Committee the divers items composing the sum of
£9 16 3 paid in the. first instance to the collector and comp-
troller, and 15s. to the Searchers; and will you explain the
reasons of the variations in the sums paid as well to the col-

lector and comptroller, asto the waiters and searchers in the
othet instances ?
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Answer. Inwards. 7
General clearance, 1 8 5
Report, C 2 6
Certificate of Report, 0 40
Warrant to unload, 0 2 6
-Anchorage, 0 6 O
Recording Register, 017 4
—_——3 0 9
Outwards.
General clearance, 1.8 5 Itdoesnoat appear that
Report, 0 2 6 the sgn_l of £9 16s. 3d
Wa;.rant to loﬂd, 0 2 6 stated 1n “IC.QHCS“(\H
A by the C b
Certificate of Report, 0 40 my-elnlereg:-!i"v:ld”?; the
Bill of stores,. 0 2 6 Cuslg)m-!llnust;. the enk-
List of men 0 2 6 R 'e.s"g:hnod
Non-enume,rated hand, 0 2 6 ﬂf::?iq;::( fs£ maﬁeagp
Certificate of ditto, 0 4 0O (Ill(li‘cxﬂtl;l(h(?galﬁ the aa-
ZLumber bond, 0 2 6 )
Certificate of ditto, 0 4 ¢
— 215 5
Cocket for Bill of Stores omitted this
year, 516 2
1-9th 0 12 10
1814. £6 9 0
o
1815. Same as aborve, £6 9 0
Bill of stores, Cocket, 0 46
£613 6

In these two years,
at the Collector’s desk.

Subsequently to the year 1815,
and the following are the items charged by

ceived their own fees;
the Collector and Comptrolier.

Inwards,
Grneral Clearance, 1618 6
Report, 0290
Warrant to unlosd e 20
Certificate of Report, 030
Anchorage, 0 &40
Recording Register, 0147 4
~ Foreign topssil vessels, 06 9
2 8 7
Add, outmarda, 2 4 3
412 10
1.9:h, 010 4
1816, 5 3 2

-

the Waiter and Searcher’s fzes were received

the Waiters and Searchers re-

QOutwards,

General clearance, 013 6
Report, ¢ 20
Warrant to load, 6 2 0
Certificate of Report, 035 0
Biil of Stores, 020
Cocket on ditto, 0 30
List of men, 0 20
Non-engmerated bond, 02 0
Certificate of ditto, 030
Lumber bond, 0290
Certificate of ditto, 08 0
Foreign topsail vessels, . 0 6 9

12 4 3

:
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1817. Same asabove, 5 3 2
Add, enumerated certificate, 0 3 4

£5 6 6
1818, Same as above, . P55 6 6
Add, general certificate, 010 0O
£516 6
1819. Same asabove, £516 6
. To Montreal,
Ciearance, £0 10 0

Certificate, with ab-
stract of the cockets,0 3 4
013 4

£6 9 10 error3s1id

1820. Same as above, £516- 6

Having given the items of the different charges in this question,
which compose the sums paid in each year to the Collector and
Comptroller, and entered in their fee-book, the variations are there-
by explained. N i

The charge in 1819 includes the coast despatch to Montreal, 10s.
which is charged according to immemorial usage on all foreign topsail
vessels clearing coastwise to Montreal. There appears to be acleri-
cal error of 3s. 11d. in the amount of the charge, as stated in the fee-
book in that ycar.

Q. 12. It appears fo the committee that on the clearance of
the three following vessels from Grenada, loaded with West
India produce, the following fees were paid ‘to the Custom
House Officers during the season of 1823. S

21st. June. Ship Princess Royal, 194 tons,

Entering Fees. ‘
Collector’s office £0 6 9
Searcher’s do. 0 2 7

£0 9 4

Entering outwards.

Collector’s office £0 5 7
Searcher’s do. 019
07 4
Ath July. ‘Clearing out Fees.
Collector and comptroller £5 2 0
One Certificate 0 3 4
Searchers 210 0
71 4
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Brought forward, £8 12 0
Hospitalmoney . 0 18 4
Naval Office 513 8
Harbour Master 07 6
£i511 6
8d. September. E-iz Southampton, 198 tons.
Entering Fees,
Collector’s office £0 6 9
Searcher’s do. 0 27
— 0 9 4
Entering outwards.
Collector’s office £0 5 7
Searcher’s do. 0 9
0 7 4
30th September. Clearing out Fees.
Collector and comptroller £5 2 7
One certificate 0 3 4
Searchers 210 ©
715 11
£812 17
Hospital money 1 6 8
Naval office . 513 8
£15 12 11
Tth October. Sloop Intermediate, 58 tons.
Entering Fees £0 8 3
Entering outwards 0 7 4
18th October. Clearing out Fees.
Collector and compuroller £5 8 8
Searchers 2 00
—_— 7 8 8
£8 4 3
Hospital money 1 00
Naval office 4 3 4
Harbour Master 07 6
£13 15 1

Will you state to the Committee, the several items of the doc-
ket, which form each separate sum paid to ttie Officers of His
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Majesty’s Customs in this port, on the clearance of the ship
Princess Royal, and the causes of the variations in the fees
paid on the two other vessels ?

Answer, ( Entry inwards 0 2 3
2Bondsondo. 0 4 6
Paid ~ 069
ak:l)étgilg?::; ter< Entryoutwards 0 2 3
POTEn 1 Cocket on do. 0 3 1%
) 0 5 7
[ Certificate 0 3 4
INWARDS. o OUTWARDS, :
General Entrance £0 18 6 General Ciearance £0 18 6
Report 0 2 0 Report 2 0
Wariant to unload 0 ¢ 0 Warrant to load o 2 o0
Certificate of Report *" "0 3 0 Certilicate of Report 0 8 o
Auchorage 0 4 0 Bifl of Stores o 2 0
Recording Register 0 17 4 Cocket on do. 0 3 o
Foreign Topsailvessels G 6 ©  List of Men o 2 o
: Foreign Topsail vessels o0 6 ¢
-2 8 7
Addoutwards 1 14 8 £1 14 8
- A ————— ——
4 2 10
1-0th 0 9 2
£4 12 0
General Certificate 0o 10 o
Princess Royél £5 2 0
Southampton, as above £5 2 T Error7d.
Intermediate, as akove £5 2 0

The above are the items paid to the Collector and Compe .
troller as entered in their fee book, the only difference appears
to be a clerical error of 7d. in the Southampten,

Moxpar, Ist March, 1824,
Mr. BeLaNGER in the Chair.

Trouas Ainstie Yooyae, Esquire, appeared before your
Comumittee, and was examined as follows: ‘ o
Q. Have you been Comptroller of His Majesty’s Customs

in' thie Port of Quebec ? S , .
A. Yes. = . i
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Q. Will you examine the statement of fees charged on the
Bark Sally, Sloop Reward, Brig Carricks, Ship Princess Royal,
and Brig Sonthamnpton, as contained in the answers of the
Honorable M. H. Perceval to questions Nos. 4, 7, 1land 12,
and state to this Committee if the whole of the said fee: are
chargeable against the vessels, and are authorised to be re-
ceived invirtue of any Law or Laws in force in this Province ?

A. 1 produce to the Committee a copy of a Letter which I
have written to His Excellency the Earl of Dalhousie, Gover«
nor in Chief, dated 28th February last, which I conceive may
be taken as a complete answer to this question.

The said Letter is as follows :

QuEeBEc, 28th February, 1824

Copy,
My Lord,

The Commiitee of the House of Assembly appointed to
enquire iuto the allegations made in the petition of the Mer-
chants and ship owners, relative to certain existing- practices.
at the Custom-House of Quebec, having sent me the accom-
panying queries, and desired my answers thereto, 1 feel my-
selfin justice to my own character, and for the satisfaction of
all who have honored me by their protection, called upon to
submit the following remarks to your Lordship’s considera.
tion in the first instance, and finally with your permission, to
the public at large.

It may-be in the recollection of your Lerdship, that I ad-
dressed three letters to the Honorable the Commissioners of
His Majesty’s Customs in November, 1820, the first was.
relative to vessels bound to Montreal, being compelled to
come toan anchor at Quebec, and there to pay port charges,
contrary to the order of the Commissioners of Customs, dated
23d June, 1815, No.33. Thesecondreferred to the manner
of granting general certificates which appeared to be ‘at_vari-
ance with the intentions of the Right Honorable the Lords
Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury, as signified in the
letter of the Commissioners of Customs, dated 17th July,
1817, No. 13, and the third had reference to the amount of
fees recovered-by- the Collector and Comptroller upon, the
entrance and clearance of vessels.- .

Upon the two first their Hionors. have decided,  but upen
the last no ultimate decision has been had to my knomledge,
and I am now called upon to say whether I consider the fees
charged by the Coilector and Comptroller, (ata period when
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I was Comptroller at this port,) to be in conformity with the
Halifax docket ; the only answer I can make is, that they
were not demanded or received according to the clear and
obvious meaning of the orders ofthe Commissioners of special
revenue enquiry, nor of the Commissioners of the Customs in
England ; and itis necessary that 1 should submit my reasons
for this answer, more particularly as I have reason to believe
that the greatest efforts have been made to shew that my as-
sertions were groundless, and that I was actuated in whatl
did, by an understanding with the mercantile body at Quebec.

In my Letter of the 15 November, 1820, I asserted that the
inward and outward Fees received by the Collector and Comp-
troller upon all vessels, except coasters, amounted to £4 12 10
sterling, or £5 3 2 currency, exclusive of the general Certifi-
cate, and Isubmitted that of this amount a sum of £1 14 4
sterling was unwarrantably demanded and received upon
every vessel (except coasters) arriving at and leaving this Port :
and a further sum of 13s. 6d. sterling upon schooners. Ialso
stated that the above sum of £ 4 12 10 sterling, was made up
as foliows, viz :

Inwards,

. ~ Collector, Comptroller,
Geacral entrance, £013 6 £o 6 9
Report, 01 6 0 0 6
Warrant to unload, 016 0 0 6
Certificate of Report, 0 2 0 010
Ancherage, 0 2 0 c 2 0
Retording Register, o 130 0 4 4

£1 136 £0 151
QOutwards,
General ciearance, £0 136 £o 6 9
Report, 01 6 0 0 6
Warrant to load, 0 1 6 0 0 6
Certificate of Report, 0 2 90 g 10
Cocket, ) 6 2 0 010
Non-engmerated bond, 01 6 80 ¢ &
Certificate of  do. 0 2 90 0 0 -
Lumber bond, 01 6 0 0 6
Certificate of do. 0 2 0 o010
Bills of stores, 016 0 0 6
List of men, 01 6 00 6
£1 106 £0 139
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And I challenged the following items, viz :—¢ Recording the
Register,” ¢ Anchorage,” “ Warrant to unload,” ¢ Warrant
to load,” ¢ Cocket,” the “two Certificates of Report.” .

T sha’] now subimt my objections to each of these seperate-
ly in the ovder in which I have enunierated them ; but before
1 proceed I must take the liberty of submitting to Your Ex-
cellency whatappearsto me to be the clear and obvious mean-
ing and application of the Halifax . Docket of Fees, so far as
my humble abilities have enabled me to.comprehend the object
of having a Tariff or Docket for the purpose. of regulating the
enmoluments of any public Officer, the meaning appears to e
to be first, that thereare certain well known services required
to be performed, and documents to be prepared and granted
by the Officers of the Customs, in the due execution of their
duty ; for doing which theyare entitled to ajust and equitable
retiuneration 3 that this remuneration is fixed by the Docket,
and stated in four different columns on a line; or opposite ig,
the name or designation by which -the. seryice or:document,
required is generally uistinguished : and that the Fee which
is appropriated to oue particular service, cannot be legally des
manded or received for any other.

Secondly, That one fee only isto be received for one and
the same service or document, and that when no service'is
performed or document prepared and granted, the Officers,
are not entitled to demand or receive a fee, ' N

This 1 trust will appear to your Lovdship to be a fair ex=
planation of the meaning of the docket, theapplication fol-
Iows as a matter of course, viz. ‘T'hat an officer of the Cus-
tows is entitled to take these fees only when he performs the
services, or prepares and grants the papers enumerated in the
table of fees, and that when hie peiforms services or prepares
papers which are not included in the docket, he isnot for:so
doirg, authorized by that instrument to demand or receive
a fee or reward.

I shall now proceed to the consideration of the items.

Recording the Register—Coll. 18s. Comptr. 4s. 4d.

1, here refer to the docket, and upon examination your
Lord:hip will find that there is no fee allowed for this service,
it is stated in the table; " % New Register and recording the
same,” thatis, I presume for granting a new register in the
case of a vessel not before registered, or where a certificate
of registry has been lost, and a new one is requisite to
entitle ihe vessel to the. privileges of a British ship, and
for recording that new register as required by lJaw, Ican
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wvith the greatest confidence appeal to your Lordship, whéther -
there be any authority under the docket for charging this fee of -
seventeen shillings'and four pence sterling, except when a
new register is granted; ‘and I can with equal confidence
assert that your Lord<hip will find no such authority. "~ ~

.Anchorage—Coll. 2s. Comptr, 2s. sterling.

In the docket a fee is allowed to the Collector, Comptroiler
and Suryeyor, of two shillings sterling to each, for “‘anchorage,
¢ tafeen upon vessels that do nat land the whole of their cargoces;”
which surely cannot he considered as authorising a demand
for this fee upon a vesse] which arrives here’ in Ballast, or
whichi lands all lier cargo within’ the limits of the port, atleast
it appears evident tc me that there could be no -doubt upon:
the spbject, and "1 objected to this item, as I still do. My -
ground of objection I 'now submit to your Lordship’s wisdom.

¢¢ Warrant to unload’’—Coll, Is. 6d.. Compir. 6d. sterlg.’

When a vessel arrives, it is véquisite that each person hav-
ing goouds on board, should, previous to the same being un-
laden, make proper éntries with' the Collector and Comp-
troller and obtain a ¢ Pérmit to land,” or in otheér words % a
Warrant to unload.” 'This is strictly enforced at Quebec, the
merchant regularly makes his entries, and obtains his'Wariant
to unload ; for which he pays the Collector and T mptroller
two shillings sterling, or 2s. 3d. currenicy. . It has never been"
the practice to grant a’ separate- Warrant to unload: to the -
master of the vessel, there are no permits granted, except thuse -
obtained and paid for by the importer ; and I refer to all the
offigers of the Customs at Quebed, to state whether I am cor-
rect in thisassertion, and if [ be correct, of which T have no.
doubt, ‘T appeal to your Lordship’s judgement, whether this
fee of two shillings, sterling, can be charged as part ofthein-
ward expences of the vessel ; it is'so charged upon every vessel, .

¢ Warrant to load”—Coll. 1s, 6d. Comptr. 6d: sterling. -

The exporter is compelled to make an entry of all goods’
which he purposes to ship, and to obtain a sufferance, or
“IWarrant o load,” before he can legaily puta single article on
board ; for this he pays the Collector and Comptroller two
shillings sterling, or 2s. 3d. currency, and -at the same time -
three shillings sterling, or’ 3s. 4d. currency, for the cocket
which it is necessary should accompany the goods exported.
The master of the vessel does not receive any additional suffer~
ance, nox has it ever been the practice to grant such ; yet a fee
of two shillings sterling is_charged’as part of the outward fees -
uporn each vessel ; and I can only again submit to your Lord-:
ship, whether there be any authority under the Halifax docket



70

for demanding this fee. when the document upon which it is
said to be charged is neither prepared nor granted.
¢ Cocket”—Coll. 25, Comptr. Is.sterling,

X have stated above that when the exporter obtains his War-
rant tolioad, he also pays for the Cocket, required by Law, to
accompany the articles shipped ; and I appeal o every Officer
of the Customs whetherany further Cocket is ever granted, or
can be said tobe necessary 2 When there are no goods ship-
ped a Cocket is not requisite ; when goods are shipped, the
shipper pays for the Cocket ; and can it, for an instant, be
pretended that there is any authority under the Docket for
charging the Master or Owner of a Vessel with a fee of three
shillings sterling, for a paper, which is neither required nor
granted 2 It appears to me that it cannot, and upon this ground
i challenged the charge—to Your Lordship’s decision I with
confidence appeal.

t The two Certificates of Report;” each—Collector 2s.
and Comptroller Is. sterling.

My objection to these charges is similar to what [ have
above-stated ; the Documents are not granted ; it has never
been the practice of the Port to grant them ; and, under such
circumstances, I conceived that there were grounds for chal-
lenging the fee; I consequently submitted it to the Honorable
the Commissioners, and [ now appeal to Your Lordship that
the Documents, not being prepared and granted, there can be
no authority under the Docket for charginga fee of three shil-
lings, sterling, upon each.

Another demand, to which I objected, was the fee aliowed
upon topsail Vessels, when taken upon the entrance and
clearance of Schooners ; but, as this charge was discontinued,
I submit that such discontinuance is ample proof that the
grounds of my objection were well founded.

I trase that I bave now satisfactorily shewn that I had
grounds for the representation 1 made, in my Letter of the 15th
November, 1820 ; and I have only to assure Your Lordship
that in making that representation there was nothing personal
intended towards Mr. [;erceval. There is one thing in which I
know I was wreng, for which I have expressed my regret to
that Gentleman, and I now beg leave to repeat to Your
Lordship that I shali always regret not having communicated,
in the first instance with the Collector—it was a want of cour-
fesy on my part, and I am sorry for having been guilty of such
want ; but I beg to be clearly understood that I do not regret
having made the representation, had I'been on the most inti-
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mate terms with Mr. Perceval I should have madeit; fori
would never submit to allow a Clerk to hold a rod over my
head, or tohave the power of threatening me with exposure
whenever he might quit my service. T rejoice in having
brought the subject before the Commissioners, as, under the
present circumstances, I can come forward and say, that I sus-
pected I waswrong ; Tadopted such measures as appeared to
be the best for ascertaining the fact and circumstances occurred
which prevented me being saccessful.

It now remains to show that the items to which I objected
have not been sanctioned by the Honorable the Commissioners
of Customs, except in so far as they may be demanded and
received under authority of the Halifax Docket ; for this
purpose I would refer, first, to the letter of Mr. Salton, Secre-~
tary to th: Commissioners of Special Revenue enquiry, dated
Halifax, 22d September, 1812, in which the Officers at Que-
bec are informed that the Halifaix Docket is the only table
under which they can legally demand or receive fees. Second-
ly. to the Letter of the Collector znd Comptroller, dated 19th
August, 1813, No. 10, and I would call Your Lordship’s at-
tion particularly to this, and to the reply of the Honorable
Comumissioners of Customs, dated London, 7th October, 1814,
No. H. Inthe first of these your Lordship will see that their
honors are repeatedly informed of the fees being taken in
conformity with the Docket ; that by so doing a greater fee was
received than formerly; that the amount charged, as taken
from the Docket, was £5 3 2, sterling, and different items
are stated as forming this sum. I beg Your Lordship par-
ticularly to observe that the fees are stated to have been taker
in strict conformily with the Docket ; and I now refer to the
reply of the Commissioners, which is as follows, viz :—* Hav-~
¢ ing read your Letter dated 19th August, 1813, No. 10, ve-
¢ porting that you were directed, by the Commissioners of
¢ West India Revenne Inquiry, to conform to the Table of
“¢ Fees in use at the Port of Halifax, in the Province of Nova
¢ Scotia ; that by so doing you receive a greater fee in the
 entry and clearance of ‘every vessel, than was formerly
¢ charged, and requesting our directions.

“VTe acquaint you that the general subject of fees in the
Plantations being still under consideration, you are to govern
yourselves according to the directions of the said Commission-
ers, until you receive further orders from this Board on the
su?ect.”

‘heir Honors here refer entirely to the statement, that the
fees were taken in conformity with the docket, "Their answer
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is based upon that assertion ; and to what do their directions
amount ? viz. That the officers at Quebec are to regulate theit
fees according to the directions of the Commissionersof West
India Revenue Inquiry, or in other words, according to the
true intent and meaning of the Halifax dockét of fees.

Their Honors neither approve nor disapprove of the items
stated by the Collector. They could not do so, from any thing
that was before them. Insome instances, everyitem detailed
might be taken ; while in others, the greater number could not
be legally demanded. Besides, it cannot be supposed that their
Honors intended to contradict themselves, by directing their
officers to.take their fees according to the docket, and at the
same time authorising the receipt of a fixed sum of £5 3s. 2d.
sterling, when, from the nature of the docket, the fees must
frequently vary according to circumstances,

If, my Lord, the Commissioners had been informed that
it was the practice to charge the master of each vessel with the
fee allowed by the docket for « new Register, and recording:
that Register, and that in addition te this, when a new Re-
gister was granted, another fee wasalso cliarged for that do-
cament : it their Honors had been informed that anchorage
was taken upon every vessel, whether in ballast or with a car-
go, the whole of’ which was landed at Quebec : if they had
been informed, that no certificates or report were granted,
but that the master was compelled to pay for two such certifi-
cates : if they had had any information of the system pursued
in regard to warrants to load and unload, and to cockets : had
they been told that no such documents were granted, except
when the importer or exporter obtzined and paid for them,
yet, that notwithstanding, the master was zlso required to pay
a fee for one of each :—if their Honers had been acquainted
with all these circumnstances, and had replied, that they ap-
proved of the system, and directed it to be continued, it might
then be said, that there was authority for these charges. But
thecontrary is the case: no such information has been given
to their Honors ; and the order is precise, to regulate the fees
according to the directions of the Commissioners of West. India,
Rexvcnue Inquiry ; and these directions appear, from Mr. Sal-
ton's letter, tobe, that the Officers of the Customs are stricily
o conform to the Halifux doctel. . C

I trusi that it will now appear to your Lordship, that [
did not complain of any practice which was authorised by the-
Commissioners of Customs ; neither did ! challenge the Hali-
fax docket——it is the only legal tariff forregulating the fees at the’
Custom-house. One set of Commissioners direct the docket
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to be strictly followed—the Board of Customs repeat. that
direction 5 and any thing, therefore, wlich is not according
to the true meaning and 1ntention of the docket, must be er-
roneous,

I have still to pray your Lordship’s indulgence, that I may
submit some few remarks upon an cften repeated accusation,
which is as unfounded as it would have been disgraceful to my
character, both as a public officer and a private individual,
had it been true. It is thatI had an understanding with some
Merchants, whose names have not been mentioned te me,
relative to the subjects I brouglit beforethe Commissioners in
Movember, 1820, and that I was induced to act as I then did
by persons interested in bringing ferward charges against the
officers of the Customs. . ,

Upon this, my Lord, I can come forward and declare
upon my word ofhonor, ‘that I.never either directly or indi-
reclly had communication, previous to sending my letters,
with any individual (except one)relative to the subjects upon
which I wrote to the Commissioners on'the 18th and 15th Nov,
1820 ; and I challenge the persons who have been so indefa-
tigable in spreading the report to declare their -authority for
such an assertion ; I tell them that they have been misled by
the most false and malicious information,and I have no doubt
that in justice to their own characters they will now come
forward, and point out those who have induced them into
such'an error. I again repeat that I had no communication
with any individual unconnected with the office, and that no
person whatsoever knew of my having written until months
after my letters left Quebec.

1 feel confident your Lordship will now acquit me of this
charge, and itisbut right, that the circumstances which in-
duced ine to examine so strictly into- the fees, should be
known ; these can be detailed in” few words, and they are as
follows : I was upon one cccasion teld by my own Clerk, Mr.
Bruce, that the fees received by the Collector and Comptrol-
ler were greater, than those authorized under the Halifax
docket, and he made use of these remarkable words, * if [
leave the Custem-House and amemployed by a Merchant, or
go into business on my own account, I shall not pay you the
fees you now receive ;” this my Lord wasa species of threat,
the execution of which I felt it would be necessary to meet.
1 immediately examined into the fees, and Mr.Bruce pointed
out what was wrong ; he also referred to the orderrelative to
Montreal vessels, and to the form of the general certificates,
and this is the only commm;i{cation I had with any person
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upon these subjects before writing i the Commissioners, T
thenreferred to the Comptroller’s instructions, and I theve
found thatwhenany thing occurred which was not particularly
mentioned therein, I was to apply to their Honors. Idid so,
unknown to all, and I considered I was acting aceording te
their honor's intentions. I was mistaken, I ought, in the
first instance, to have communicated with the Collector ; bat
it was a mistake that any other might have committed, and I'
appeal, upon this point, te the present Comptroller, and ask
him, whether, if the printed instructions had been put into
his hands as his sole guide, (which was my ease) without his
having any knowledge of the late correspondence, he wonid
not have conceived himself called upon by those instructions,
to communicate directly with the Commissioners without re-
fereace to the Collector, had he judged it necessary to apply
to their Henors: : a

I have been’ more 'particular in these points because at-
tempts have been made to renew the impression which was
formerly given. It has been taid that the present. Petition'is
founded upon what I then did—It may be-so, but if sich be
the case, it is without my knowledge. I had no communica~
tion with the Gentlemen who promoted that Petition, and it
is well known that I was not the person who- first published
the measures which were adopted by me, in-November 1820,
1 knew not of the present Petition until the day before it
was presented to the House of Assembly ; and I wasigno~
rant of its contents until I heard it read in the Legisla-
tive Council. Since it has been before the public, I have
rteither sought nor avoided declaring my opinion ; when ¥
have been questioned upon the subject, 1 have stated what ¥
thought was right, and I can have no hesitation in saying’at
all times, that so far as [ am competent to judge, the Fees
heretofore received are much greater then these authorized. -

I must apologize to your Lordship for having taken up so
much of your time, upon a subject in which I am in a great de-
gree, personally interested ; but I rely with confidence upon
the well known character of your Lordship that I shallnot be
considered as having trespassed in defending myself from the
unjust representations which have been made relative to my
conduct as Comptroller of the Customs ; your Lordsbip has
had fall opportuniiy of observing how I have performed my
duty. You are acquainted with the steps I took last winter,’
when an opportunity offered of materiaily injuring the Col-
lector of the Customs,at a time when he could not defend him-
self. Your Lordship, I have reason to believe, was satisfied
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svith what I then did, and I'beg to be permitted to assure your
T,ordship, that as I then acted Ishall ever continue to do,
and that in no instance will I knowingly give cause of regret
to those who have honorcd me with their protection as your
Lordship has done.
1 have the honor to be, my Lord,
with the greatestrespect,
"~ your Lordship’s most obedient
humble servant,

. (Signed) T. A. YOUNG.
Certified, : ' C
‘T. A. YOUNG.

Cuarves Grey Stewart, Esquire, Surveyor fur the
Act of Navigation, and Waiter and Searcher for the Port of
Quebec, appeared and was examined. '

Q. You are Surveyor for the Act of Navigation, and one of
the Waiters and Searchers of His Majesty’s Customs for the
Port of Quebec ? ‘

A. YeS. ) :

Q. Will you state to this Committee the nature of the du-
ties you have to perform as Surveyor for the Act of Navigation
and as Waiter and Searcher of His Majesty’s Customs for the
Port of Quebec, on the entrance and clearance of vessels se-
verally, and state the items of fees allowed you for performing
such duties as chargeable against vessels only ? ~

A. I have printed instructions respecting the duties which
apperiain to the Land and Tide Surveyor and Waiter and
Searcher; with regard to the fees, I receive them: under the
third and fourth columnns of the Halifax Docket ; ‘and at times
for extra services performed, I will' produce to’ this Committee
s statement of the items by me presented to the Board of Trade
in 1817, which will be an answer to this question'; they are
as follows : Co :
Quebec, 1st. September, 1817.

~

(Copy)
Py ¢« Messrs. C. G. Stewart

¢ and William Wilson, ;
¢ Waiters and Searchers of -
- ¢ His Majesty’s. Customs, Quebec.

¢ GENTLEMEN, L

: % By order of a Committee of the Mer-
¢ chants of Quebec, I have to request you will have the good-
& ness'to furnish me withe memorandum of the differerit items
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¢ charged in your Office, on clearing out a vessel of two hun«
¢ dred tons for any port in Great-Britain.
¢ [ am, Gentlemen, your obedient Servant,

“J. L. MAQUAY, Junr. Secretary.”
[ The answer thereto.) '
(Ceopy) ¢ Quebec, 2d September, 1817,
[4

¢ Sig,
¢ In obedience to the order of a Committee
¢¢ of the Merchants of Quebec, signified to ns by vour’s of yes-
¢ terday, we beg ieave to subjoin, for their information, the
¢ different items charged in our Office upon entering, jerquing
¢ and clearing any square rigged vessel for any Port of
¢ Great-Britain.

¢ Generalenttance £0 6 9and £0 1 5
0

¢ Report 0 6
¢ Warrant to unload 0 06
¢ Certificate of Report 0@ 1 0
* Anchorage 0 2 0
£O010 9and£0 1 5
¢« Outwards. .
¢ General Clearance 0 6 9and 0 1 5§
¢ Report 0 0 6
¢ Warrant to unload 0 0 6
« Certificate of Report 0 1 0
¢ Cocket 010
¢« Non-enumerationBond0 0 6
¢ Certificate of do. 010
¢ 1,umber Bond 0 0 6
¢« Certificate of do. 010
¢« Enumerated Bond 0 0 6
¢ Certificate of do. 010
¢ Bill of stoves 0 0 6
¢ List of men 0 0 6
£1 6 0
¢and 0 210
1 810
“« Add 1-9th' 0 3 2%
- £1 12 02
% Jerquing fee 010 ¢
£2 2 0%
¢ 'We have the honor to be, Sir, Currency.

¢ Your very obedient humble servants, -
« Sioned $CHS: G. STEWART,
igned $y, WILSON.”
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In addition to the amount of the items %ven to the Com-

mittee of Trade, there is for cancelling the Bonds given here,

viz: ' T '
Enumerated, non-enumetated and Lumber Bend,

at 41d. each, is £0°1 1%
Ifa Bill of health 03 0
¢ 4 1z
add 1-9th 0 0 5L
0 4 7
add 2 2 0
: £2 6 7
Ifan Isle of Man Bond £0 0 6
Certificate of having given it 010
0 1 8
—
£2 8 3

In the Waiters and Searchers’ office, the following charges
have been made by C. G. Stewart, viz: T
Schooners clearing for Gaspé, Bay Chaleur and the Mag-
deleine Islands, currency, - £0 15 -
And inaddition with salt for Draw- T :
back, the Entry outwards, 1s9d.3 - 0 2 9 °
Bond and cancelling, 1s. ‘ S
N. B. The entry and bond is paid by the exporter, who
claims the drawback allowed by law. Sloops and schooners’
going to Labrador, Miramichi, Halifax and Newfoundland
have been charged:from 7s. 6d. to £1 15s. cutrency, the
smaller vessels ; the larger class of schooners, &c. and square
rigged vessels are charged £2 5s. currency, ‘extra services in-’
cluded. Vessels that ‘go-to Montreal -are £2 10s. currency,’
and West India Vessels are charged also £2 10; less
however has been charged upon smaller vessels : These
vessels give a great deal of extra trouble, of which the Mer-
chants are fully aware, and have heretofore with cheerfulness
paid the sum above stated, as being justly appertaining to us,
not only by the Halifax docket, but for the extra services
rendered. . - ' : ‘
Q. When did you commence receiving your own fees ?
A, In thespring of 1816. :
Q. Was it in consequence of a request onyour part 2
A. Yes, previous to 1816, the waiters and searchers’® fees
were received at the Collector and Comprroller’s desk, but in
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«onsequence of 2 representation at home, an order was sent
out that the waiters and searchers should receive their own
fees, under the third and fourth columns of the Halifax docket,

Q. Can you inform the Committee if 2 deduction has been
made in consequence, by the Collector and Comptroiler?
A. I cannot, not having access to their books,

Q. What was the amount of fees veceived for you at the
Collector’s desk, previous to your receiving them yourself?

A. From a settlement with the late Mr. Scott, the Comptrol-
ler, I found that £1 4 G, sterling, wasallowed to the Waiter
and Searcher, on each case arising from the third and fourth
columns. :

TuEespavy, 2d March, 1824.
Mr. BEzanger in the Chair.

IFreperick East, Esquire, Naval Officer for the Port of
s Busq :
Quebec, appeared, and was examined. :

Q. What was the Fee claimed by the Naval Officer, at the
Port of Quebec, previous to the year 18106, on the entering and
clearing of Vessels, what Fee has been claimed by the Naval
Officer, since that period, and please to state if the Fezshave
been increased ; by what authority the increase has been
made, and the amount of such increase ?

A.The Feesclaimed by the Naval Officer, previous to the year
1816, onthe entering and clearing of vessels,was 5s on the entry,
and 5s on the clearing of square rigged Vessels, and half the
above sum on Schooners and Sloops. The fees subsequent to
the above period have been doubled and claimed, agreeably to
the opinion and advice of His Majesty’s Advocate General,
as being the amount the Ordinance regulating the Naval Offi-
cer’s fees, intended that Officer was entitled o receive.

Resorvep, That the Letter of Mr. Young, late Comptroller
of the Customs, for the Port of Quebec, be communicated
to the Honorable M. H. Perceval, if he requests it; and
that he be required to produce to this Committee with all
possible despatch, Copy of the correspondence to” which
the said Letter of Mr, Young refers. N
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. WepNEspay, 3d March, 1824,
Mr. BELANGER in'the Chair. ‘

Mr. Jou~ Bruce, first Clerk to the Collector of the Cus«
toms for the Port of Quebec, was called in and examined.-’

Q. 1. How long have you held a shuation i the Customy’
House? ' - oo

A, Nearly ten years. - : : ' .

Q. 2. By whom were you first employed, and in what situa+
tion? - o ~ ; o : '
A. By the late Comptroller, Mr. Scott, a3 his Clerk.

Q. 3. Had Mr. Scott been long in the situation when you
were first employed ? ' S -

A. Idonot know exactly, probably abouta year. -

Q. 4. Do you know if there was any alteration in the Fees'
exacted at the Custom House, by any of the Officers, between
the time of your being employed, and the death of Mr. Scott 7

- A. There has-been no alteration in the table of fees, during
that period.  Since 1816, the: fees of the Collector and ‘Comp-
troller anly, as statedin the first and second columns of the
table, have been received at the Collector’s desk. The Wait-
ers and Searchers since that time," have received their own
fees, under the third and fourth columns of the table. =~

Q. 5. Has there been any alteration since ? o
- A. The table remdins the same. In 1817, a fee of ten.
shillings fora general certificate was established ; and a fur~
ther fee of five shillings for 2 certificate to cancel a bond, 'by
virtue of an order from the Lords Commissioners of His Ma-
Jjesty’s Treasury, and from the Honorable the Commissionérs
of His Majesty’s Customs.’ '

Q. 6. What check -is there over the Officers, to prevent
them from taking cther orhigher fees than are allowed?

A. The fees of the Collector and Comptroiler are entered.
daily in their fee-book ; and ! believe the Waiters and Search-
ers lzeep separate books, in which they enter the fees received
by them.

yQ. 7. Are those entries submitted to the Collector or Comp-
troller for their particular inspection, or are they open to the
public; and are the different items of the receipts, and the
names of the persons from whoin the fees are received, men-
tioned.? :

A. The books are open for the inspection of the Collector
and Comptroller, when they please. 1 do not know that the
public have ever asked to see them. The amount paid for the
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entrance and clearance of each vessel is entered oppositeto the
respective names of the vessels ; but the items are not detailed.
The fees received on documents required by individuals are
entercd from the day«book, stating the whole number of each.

Q. 8. In what capacity were ycu employed at the customs,
while Mr. Young was acting Comptroller ?

A. As his Clerk, until October, 1822,

Q. 9. Do you recollect having made any cbservations to
M:r. Young, at any time, respecting fees exacted at the Cus-
tom-house, greater than those authorised by the Halifax doc-~
ket ; and will you have the goodness to repeat that observa-
tion, if any such.occurred,, as nearly as you can recollect ?

A. I consider that any observations which may have taken
place between Mr. Young and  myself, when I was employed
by him, as addressed to him alone. : :

Q. 10. Do you recollect having made use to Mr. Young,
while he was Comptrolier, ofexpressions to the following im-
port: “If I leave the astom-house, and am empioyed by a
merchant, orgo into business on my own account, I shall not
pay you the fees you now receive.” .

A. I never said so. ‘ Lk

Q. 11. Are the new fees of ten shillings and five shillings,
stated in your answer to the fifth question, paid, by the mer-
chants, or by the masters of vessels 2 - K

A. I belicve the general certificate is to be paid by the mas-
ter of the vessel; and the certificate to cancel bonds, being
reqquired by the merchants, ic paid for by them..

Cuanves Grey StewarTt, Esquire, Inspector for the
Act of Navigation, and waiter and searcher at the port of
Quebec, again appeared before your Committee and was exa-
mined as follows: ) - o

- Q. Areyou the officer through whose hands Warrants to
load and unload, pass, and are such Warrants ever granted
to the mastess of the vessels besides those obtained and paid
for by the merchants ? T

A. Tam one of the officers through whose hands the War-
rants to load and unlead pass, It hasnot been the practice
generally to grant the masters a Warrant to unload, the officer.
in charge having a knowledge ofthe fact, by the masters de-.
livering to him a manifest of his cargo corroborated by the-
Report Book. Inwards, however, had either of the searchers
required from the master the certificate in question from: the
Collector and Comptroller, it would have been immediately
granted ; when the master enters his vessel outwards he makes
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a general entry, and "gives the Bonds required by law; a
sufferance is then granted to him by the Collector and Comp.
troller, which he hands over to the waiter and searcher in
charge, and paysto him one shilling-and nine pence for his
entry and cocket.

Q. Doesnot the exporter pay for the cocket at the time that
he obtains his warrant 1o load, anddoes the master of the ves-
sel get any other cocket than the one obtained for, and -paid
by, the merchant ? ‘

A. Theexporter pays for his entry and cocket at the time he
obtains his Warrant or Sufferance to load, I am notaware of
any charge being inadeto the master, however, I beg leave o
remark that when a merchant makes his entry outwards, he,
in general inserts all the articles of export, and perhaps only
ships hat two or three of them, the cocket therefore made in
the firstinstance by the Collector and Compiroller must be
cancelted by another, in conformity to the searciier’s certificate
or indorsation on the sufferance.

Q. Arecertificates of report either inwards or outwards ever
granted to masters of vessels ? B

A. Not generally, but the searchers have at all times imme-
diate ecommnnication ofthe fuct as stated in the first question.

Q. Did you notact for some time as Comptroller of the cus-
toms at this port ? :

A Yes, 1did.

Q. Will you explain to the Committee what is the nature of
the record made at the Custom House, on the entrance and
cleavance of vessels under the item of new Register and re-
cording the same, for which a fee of 175, 4d. sterling, i« exact-
ed and is there any other authority than the docket for record-
ing such Regi-ter ? -

A All vessels that obtain Registers at this place are re-
corded in a:Hook for that purpuse, provided by the honora-
‘bie Board of Commissioners of the Customs, London, wherein
the names of the owner< and also the description of the-vessel
as given by the certificate of the Surveyor of the Navigation
Actare.emered. The Collector and Comptroller charge the
fres as stated in the first and second columns of the Halifax
docket. B '

Q. Tsthe charge of 173. 4d. stérling, made on the entrance
and clearance of vessels under the head © Recording Register”
the same as that authorised by the docket for ¢ new Re-
¢ gister-and recording the -same,” 2nd upon what authority
s that charge made on all vessels entering and clearing at this

port.?
T
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A, 1amnot aware whether the 17s. 4d. that is charged apon’
the recording of a new Kegister is applicable to the recording
of all vessels that enter and clear, but which is done in the
inward and outward Report Booke, and afterwards, by the
Collector and Comptroller, transmitted home guarterly. Neo
chargeis made by the waiters und searchers. :

The Honorable M. H. Perceval produced to the Committee,
in conformity to its order of yesterday, copy of the correspon-
dence veferred to in the letter of My Youne, laid before the
Cominittee on the first instant, and which will be found inthe
Apperdix under the letter B.

Thomas Ainslie Young, Esquire, again appeared before
the Commitiee, and requested that the following Aflidavit-
should form part of the proceedings of the Committee.

Prorince of Lower-Canada, ¢¢ Personally appeared before

District of Quebec. g me the Honorable J. Sewell,
Chief Justice of the Province of Lower Carada, ‘Fhomas
Ainslie Young, Esquire, Inspector General of Public Pro-
vincial Accounts and late Comptroller of His Majesty’s Customs
at the Pori of Quebec, who being duly sworn wpon the Holy
Evangelists, deposeth and saith ; that in the latter end of the
month of September, or the heginning of the month of Octo-
ber, in the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty, Mr.
John Bruce, at thattime his Clerk, made use of the following
words in addressing him : ¢ If I leave the Cusiom- House and
am fmp/o:a{rd by a Merchanl, or go inlo business on my oun
account, I shall nol pay you the jies you now riecive 3 that
the nature of this declaration, from a person who apparent!ty
depended upon bim for his suppurt, made a great impression
vpon this deponent at the time, and that he has full recol-
lection of the said Mr. John Brece having made use of the
words above stated, and futther he seith not,

(Signed) T. A. YOUNG.

Sworn before me,
This 4th day of Marct, 1824,
(Sigued) J. SEWELL, C. J.

Your Committee think it proper in the first place to cbserve
that itis to be regretted that matiers su important as those
-which form the object of the reference, should have been laid
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before this House, at so late a period in the Session. That
circumatances have prevented them from praceeding toa miaute
examination of every item of the table of fees for the Port of
Halitax in force in this Port, and from ascertaining by a regu-
lar inquiry whether that table be in its detail, applicable to the
existing circumstances of the Port of Quebec, and whether it
bears eguitably on the subject. 'I'he important interests of com-
merce and navigation have, however, powerfuliy induced your
Committee 1o apply their close attention to this maiter, in order
to snbumit to the House the result of their proceedings. '

Your Committee accordingly proceeded - to hear testimony
and evidence in support of the complaint, and then examined
the Honorabhle Michael Henry Perceval, Collector of the Cus+’
toms at the Port of Quebec; Thomass Ainslie Young, Esq.
late Comptroiler ; Charles Grey Stewart, Esq. Inspector un-
der the Navigation Act, and a Waiter and Searcher of the
Cu-toms ; Frederick Bast, Hsq. Naval Officer; and My, John
Bruce, the Coliector’s Clerk, in explanation; and having
carefully weighed and considered all the above-mentioned evi-
denceand explanations, your Committee are of opinion, that
there have heen exacted and levied by the Officers of ihe Cus-
tows for the Port of Quebec, and by the Naval Officer, for
many years pust, fees and emoluments upon shipping, which
they were not entitled to receive, by virtue of the Halifax ta«
riff established for this port.  That those fees have varied from
time to time, without any sufficient authority or explenation
having been adduced to justify such variation. That there
have also been exacted and levied fees and emo'uments for
documents which ship-masters were not obliged 10 1ake, by
the praciice of this Port, and for pretended sesvices, which
bad neither been required nor rendered. 'That the fees and
emoluments, (assuming even that the Officers of the Custoing
conform thereto) are too high for the present state of com-
merce, and bear pa: ticularly upon small fishing-vessels and
others sailing 1o the neighbouaring Provinces, ‘That the office
hours are not suited to the exigencies of the trade, more espe-
cially in the Spring and Fall. That on the foregoing heads
th - Petiti mers have with reason complained of the unfair and
disproportionate exactions of the Officers of the Customs,
and ot the Navai Officer of tiis Port, because great dis-
couragement to the Colonial trade and navigation must
theuce have resulied.

Your Cominittee accordingly report as their opinion, that
it would be expedient that an Address should be presented tq
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s Excellency the Governor in Chief, praying that His Ex-.
cellency would be pleased to adopt such measures as to him
may appear effectual, for remedying the abuses of which the
Petitioners complain.

The whole, nevertheless, humbly submitted.

(Signed) JEAN BELANGER,

Chairman,



APPENDIX A,

CUSTOM HOUSE,

Quesnzc, 13tk February, 1824,

MAY 1T PLEASE YoUR ExCELLENCY,

The undersigned have had the honor to receive
from your Civil Secretary a letter enclosing the memorial and other
papers presented to your Excellency by certain merchants onuebec,
complaining of the fees exacted at the Custom House, and in obe«
dience to Your directions they have the honor to submit to Your
Txcellency the following observations upon the several allegations
contatned therein.

The memorialists are pcrfvrtly corrpct in stating that a change wag
made in the mode of transacting the public business, and in that res-
pacting the fees soon after the present Collector had charge of the
Department. That the change under the first head was nceessary and
imperative, it is believed noone will dhputo, nor could it be denied
that if out of his own mere motion he hal mmarmntahly changed
the existing system, for the purpose of obtaining wnautborised emo-
lument that every imputation with whuh e Ims been assailed would
most justly have beer merited. A ﬂmple statement of facts of pube
lic noforiety aund well known to most of these mcmonahs(e, and to
the merchants at large, will testthe truth of. thé allegations in, quesa
tion.

For a period long antecedent to ‘his arsi ml, it was the es(ahhshed
practice, (whethcr origizating in any armngvment with the mer.
chants, or in auy other canse cannot tiow be aswrtamnd, as the ree
cords of the office do not atford information,) to paya fee of £5 55,
upon the entering and clearing of every ship, whether the documents
she might require were many or few, and no complaint or ditficulty
seems to have existed then or down to the time when.the Commissiona
ers of Special Revenue enquiry visited the port in the _yeat 1812. Saoon
after the arrival of the Commissioners at ﬂ.th‘ﬁx, a letter was received
from them zbout the close of the navigation m that year of which
the fol'owmg isan extract :* ¢ [ have fusther to inform you, that it
is the opinion of the Board that the Halifax dojket of fees laid before
them with your returns, and sizned h) the Collector aud Comptroller
of that port, is the only ¢ docket under whith’ you and Jevery officer
under your survey can legally denmnd and reccive fees, and you and
the officeds under " your survéy ard in future st ictly fp, toMorm theree
to, which order you are to make kuown to thos¢ offivers respeciivea
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Iy wherever stationed.” In consequence of that order it became ne-
cessary to discontinue receiving the above general fee which was thus
stated to be illezal, and to make the charge upon entering and
clearing vessels strictly conformable to the docket, with refcrence to
the documents which each sessel might require.

This new system as directed went into operation at the opening of
- the navigation in the year 1813, but in order to obviute every pos-
sible doubt or difficulty, which mlght and probably would be stated
upon this charge, the Collector submitted the propriety ot the course
which he had thus been ordered to adopt togetier with the items of
all the charzes made in a letter to the honerahle Commissioners of
Iis Majesty’s Customs, dated 10th Auvgust, 1813, which together
with the reply of the Boaid thereto are given at length from their ime
portant bearing upon the malversations now alleged against the
Collector, of unauthorisedly augmenting the fees without the sanction
of law or necessity.

CUSTOM HOUSE,
Quesec, 10th August, 1813.

Hoxonasre Sies,

We received a letfer from the Secretary of the
Commissioners ofqpecul Resenuve Erquiry, dated Halifax, 22d Sep-
tember, 1812, it which itisstated, 1 have fuither fo iniorm you
that it is the opinion of the Board, thal the Halifax docket of fces,
laid before them with your retums and tigned by the Collector and
Comptroller of that port, is the ouly docket under which you or any
other officer under your survey, can legally demand or receive fees
and you aud the officers under your survey are in future strictly to
comply thereto, which order you are to make knovwn to those oflicers
respectively, wherever stationcd.
¢ In consequence of the directions contained in this letter, the
fees which have been collected since the opening of the navigation,
have been in stiict conformity to the llalitax Docket, asthere isa
small difference beiwixt those ters, and what were fnrm.nlly charged,
we think it proper to state that d:ﬁereuce te your hounors, and we are
the more induced to do 5o, as the order we have rect ued is merely a
geneial reference to the Halitax Table, without giving any direce
tions as to its particular 2pplication.’
¢ The amouni of fees tormerly charged upon the entrance and
clearance of a vessel was £4 15 O sterling, but the particelais from
which this sum_is formed is. not exa(ll_) known, the amouut now
charged as ‘taken from the Dockety is £5 3 2 sterlg. the different
jtems are as follow :
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. Inwards,

General Entry, £o 18 11
Reroit, 0 2 6
Warrsnts to unfoad, 0 2 6
Certificate of Report, 0 4 0
Anchorage, 0 6 O
Recording Registers, 017 4
Foreign Topsail vessels, 0 96
P30 9

QOutwards.
General Ciearance, Lo 18 11
Report, 0 2 6
‘Warrant to load, 0 2 6
Certificate of report, 0 40
Bill of Stores, 0o 2 6
List of Men, 0 2 6
Foreign Topsail vessels, G 9 6
: 2 2 5
Add Towards, 2 009
5 32

¢ The amount charged formerly having been £4 15 O sterling,
the additional charge made in conformity to the Docket is 85. 2d.
sterling upon the entry and clearance of every vessel ; the merchant
pays for the entries and such cockets, bonds and certificates as are
necessary, and those are likewise charged according to the llalifax
Docket. N

¢ If the meaning and application of this Docket had been per-
fectiy clear and obvious, the undersigned would not have felt them.
selves called upon to report this alteration, but freling as they do,
they hope they will be excused forstating the application which they
have made of the orders which they have recvived, and they beg
leave at the same time to meution that they shall continue to regu-
late themselves accordiugly, unless they shall reccive contrary die
rections.”

We have the honor to be, &c.

(Sigued,) M. H. PERCEVAL, Coll
W, SCOTT, Comptr.
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CUSTOM-HOUSE,

Loxbpon, 7tk Octobér, 1814.
{No. 11.)

GENTLEMEN,

«w Havmg read your letter'of 19th Augst. 1813, No. 10,
reporting that you were directed by the Commitsioners of West India
Revenue lnqm y to-conform to the table of fees in use at the Port
of Hahfax, n t{e T’rovmre of Nova-Scotia, that by so doing, you
Teceive a gre: ster fee on the entry and clearance of every vessel, than
was formerly. Lhar;ggd aund requesting our directions.

 We acquaiut you'that the general*subject of feesin the planta.
tions, being! Sl under consideration, you are to govern. yourselves
according to. the directions of the e.ud Commlmonera, until you
receive further orders from this Board on the subject.”

(Signéd,)  R. B. DEAN, . BOOTHRY,
S. BURNS, T. S. RICHMOXD.

These official Jocuments will at once shew to your Excellency how
entirely unfounded is the accusation on that head.

The only avgmentation which has been made to the fees since that
time, has been in coiiSequence of an order of the Commissioners of
the Customs, directing a fee of two dollars to be charged upon the
granting of every-general cestificats of the landing of a cargo, and a
fee of one dollar ‘upon every ‘certificite granted for the purpose of
cancelling bonds. A copy of the order is subjoined.

The allegation that the Tees viry on vessels of the same class, undes
similar circ umstanceq, and with similar cargoes, isincorrect. There
¢an he 'no alteration in the amount of fees, unless'vnder difterent cir-
comstances, and when, as may happen by the addition of a few arti-
cles of export, the cargoes are so changed as torequire a greater or less'.
number of documents ; in proof of which, it will only be' necessary (o
l‘ompnre the fees charged inn 1822 and 1823, as shown by the states
meiit of the memormhsh, when it will be found that the fees of the
pnnupdl Officers are 1'ls. 2. less_in 1823, in_ consequence of the
nan-enumerated and lumber bonds being no fonger required.  Since
the passing of the act 3d Geo. 1V cap, 45 "thie feés charged on the s¢
bonds, and the certificates thercof, have been discontinued ; the Ofi-
cers of the Customs having thus samﬁ(ed the amount of . 145 6d, on
the clearing ships, without bemcr ordered to do su by their superiors 3
although it may be.deemed o fair legal question, yhether, under the
Acts’of Parlidment ‘autliofising fecs, they*are tof justly entitled to
still receive them,

‘I'o refute the assertion, that all explanation is refused by the Off-
cers of the Customs, they need only guote the following paragraphs
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of a letter addressed to His Excellency Sir John C. Sherbrooke, i
the year 1817, upon a similar representation against the Custom-
heuse at that time, to show the groundlessness of this charge: ¥ As
the undersigned are aware that the propriety of this correspondence
on their part, with a committee of merchants, may be questioned,
they trust, that efore they proceed to execute your Excellency’s
commands in reporting upon that representation. they may be permit-
ted to state the gronuds which induced them to enter upon it.

¢ The necessity of affording information to an individeal, and of
listening to a complaint arising vut of business actually transacting in
the office, is what cannot admit of a doubt.”” Bat how far 4 public
officer can be justificd in entering into a correspondence with a Com-
mittee appointed to inquire into the irregularities and abuses of a pob-
lic office, is a poiut inte which it is hoped your Excellency will not
at present ingquire. Had the object of this Committee related solely
1o the mode of transacting the public business, the undersigned must
have declined to answer their first letter ; but as the fees and emola-
ments of the office were challenged, the undersigned felt anxious to
avoid the imputation of withholding any information on that subject ;
and, on the other hand, situzted as they are, at a distance from those
to whom they are respousible for the proper discharge of their duty,
they felt extremely desirous fe ascertain what the alleged gricvances
were, of which, antil that period, they were entirely ignorant. ,

¢ Although the propriety of commonicating with this Committee
may be questioned, yet the undersigned feel confident that your Ex-
cellency will not disapprove of the motives which have dictated the
course they have paisued”

The undersigned have only in addition to observe, thatas in the
correspondence above aliuded to, the Committee of merchants was
furnished with copies of the letters which passed between the Com-
missioners of the Customs and the undersigned, on the subject of the
fees, and also with a memorandum in detail of the items charged at
the Collector aud Comptrolier's desk ; and the Clerks were even
permitted to attend this Committee, to answer every question, or
give any necessary explanation that might be required,— it is submit-
ted, how far it can iv justice be said, that all explanation is refused.
The real fact is, that explanation has never been deunied; although
the purport of the inquiry, it is believed, has often been not with the
view of acquiring information. )

Upon the second head of complaint, the undersigned assert, that
the fees are levied according to the tariff, as by law established ; are
charged for services performed, and documents granted by the Offi-
cers of the Customs; and not on vessels of a particular size, or en-
gaged in a particelar trade, either to Great-Britain, ‘to portsin Eu-
rope; or to the Colonies, withont regard to the probable length of
ihe voyage, ot to the rate of freight. And for the correctness of this,
ihey can confidently refer to the fee-book, in which each fee for
every document or service; is fegularly cuntered, and kept under the

o
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seme regular system of check as the other czsh-books of the depart-
ment. If it can be considered a hardship on the one side, that a smalt
vessel should pay as much as one of much larger tonnage ; so it may
be considered, on the other hand, as equally disadvan(ageous to the
Cuetom-house officers, whose fees do not increase with the size of
the ship, and who vill not receive a greater fee in clearing the ves-
sels now building here, and which are said to be calculated to carry
away thirty or forty cargoes to Great-Britain, than upon a smallves-
sel bound to a neighbouring port. It appears difficult .to conceive,
why the shortness or facility with which a voyage is made to the
neighbouring Provinces, the consequent less expence attending it,
and the comparative gquickness of the return of any expected com-
mercial advantages to the shippers at Quebec, should be held toope-
rateas a reason for calling for a reduction of the Custom-house fees.
It might as well be said, that it would be disady antageous to the mer
cantile speculation of this country, if the Islaud of Great-Britain
were as closely approximated to the shores of Canada, aud that it
‘would become necessary, in consequence, to diminish those fces.

It is attempted to be shewn that the small vessels trading to the
ncighbouring Provinces are oppressed by Cusiom House fce= but it
may be fairly inferred from the contents of the memorial Mself that
the real cause proceeds from the lowness of the freight given to the
owners of these small vessels, who haye been driven out of the river
trade by the steam boats ; they have in consequence little more than
sufficient to defray the expences of their voyage, of which the actval
Custom House fees are only a small part, and which in the statément
of fees paid at the Custom House, annexed to the petition are over
rated. Iuo that statement the niemorialists have in some instances very
incorrectly added the fces on merchants, entries and certificates, and
the Greeuwich Hospital duty to the charges against the ship ; they
have stated in every case the fees paid on entries ontwards and coc-
kets, and in many cases the fees ou their entries inwards, all which
have no reference whatever to the ship’s expences.

. In the statement of the memorialicts marked [4] it is said that in
the year 1814, the fees on an entry outwards paid by every shipper
was raised from 2s. 9d. to 7s. 4d. This must evidently be a misappre-
hension ; the sum in reality including the fee allowed by the Tariff, of
4s. 6d. for a cocket, which must accompany the goods of cach slnpper,
and without which they would be liable to seizure at the port of im-
portation. - The undersigned are thus minute upon this particular
head as it is the only specific charge of an unwarrantable increase of
the fees. The undersigned are glad however thata detail hasat last
been furnished in these statements which separates to a certain ex=’
tent the various charges which have hitherto been denominated Cus-
tom House fees ; and. that the Naval Officer, Harbour Master and
Trinity House dues are shewn, as it atfords the opportanity of its
being seen, that the actual amount pald at the Custom House on the
eatering and clearing of a vessel which is now correctly noted by the
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undersnuned on the statement of the memorialists in red ink, do not’
amount to more than one half the sum whxch has heretofore beeu
cailed Custom House charges. ’
The heaviest charges on vessels at Quebec will be found in the
wharfage and the pilotage. As a proof of this, it may be mentioned.
that the master of the American Brig ¢¢ Jones,” the only foreign vessel
that came to Quebec since the trade was opened, -particslarly com-
plained of these and other charges, while he admiited that the Cus~’
tom House fees were moderate and reasonable. This acknowledge
ment of astranger, in the habit of trading to other countries and to
other ports, may be very properly brought Torward in oppositionto the
statements of the present represeutatlon ; but although it might be
proved that the trade to the neighbouring provinces, in ‘small vessels, is
overburthened or oppresacd yetitis presumed that every circamstance
would be considered in giving relief, and ‘that the public officers’
will not be required to sacnﬁce mthout compensation their just and-
Yegal rights for the advantage of individualand private interests, more -
par(icularly when it is st'lted that the officers of the Customs v'vbenv '
ever any representation was made, that the circumstances of the pate
ties required relief; not only have given up half their fees, but in may -
ny instances the entire fees have been remitted. Indeed during the
last two years half the fees’ have been remitted upon thess vessel§ *
generally, with the exception of those in the employment of the Narths
West company, that body having made no representation of hardship
to the undersigned ; while the officers of the Customs have thusheen -
giving up their emoluments in favour of the trade in question and
subjecting themselves in consequencé to have it asserted that theip -
cxaction of fees is arbitrary, it is believed that the full 'amount of
wharfage and other charges have becn exacted at the same time that
the lowest possible freight has been given ; and this has even been re-
duced in consequence of the remission of the Custom House fees, if
the assertion of some of the masters of these vessels be correct. t
Upon the third head of complaint in the comparison which is drawn-
between the advantages enjoyed by American vessels over vessels from
Quobec, trading to the neighbouring provinces, itisdificult to imaa
gine upon hat grounds the sta(ement;sfonnded Itis well known that °
American vessels'pay Custom House fees in their own ports equal to -
if not exceeding those charged at Quebec ; but admitting that the fees
inthe Amerlcan ports were even less than those pa_yable heye, how'
coald that difference counterbalance in any way the advantage given
to the shipper of Canadian flour to the lower ports over the Amerjcan,
exporter. ~ The vessels generally employed in this trade carry 40Q
barrels flour, whichifladen at Quebecand accompanied with a cers
tlhcate of its Canadian origin, can be landed in any of the nelghbogrg ;
ing provmcesfrec of duty, whereas the American flour woyld pay &
duty of 5. sterling per barrel, makiug upon 400 barrels a sum of
£100 sterling. lt would therefore seem extraordinary thata m,ﬂmg
difference of £1 or £2in the amount of Custom House  fees upon a -
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whole-cargo should be stated as counteracting the benevolent -inten-
tions of His Majesty’s government in laying a duty on” American pro-
duce for the encouragement of Agriculture in these Provinces, when
in fact this particular trade has nearly tripled itsclf in the Iast three
years, as is shewn by the annexed document.

Upon the fourth head of complaint relative to the hours of atten-
dance at the Custom House, the undersigned beg leave to quote the
following paragraphs from a letter addressed to Ilis’ Excellency Sir
J. C. Sherbrooke, in 1817, in answer to similar charges made by the
Committee of merchants already alluded to. ¢ Upon this subject
the undersigned remark, that the  clearing and entering of vessels have
never been refused after office hours, when.an application to that
effect has been made ; and, at the close of the narsigation; and indeed
whenever a press of business secemed to render it necessary, the hours
of attendance have been prolonged without any formal application ;
and they have further to state that, with the exception of what is now
alleged, no complamt has ever been made by any mdlvxdual on this
Subje(‘t.

¢ To those who are unacquainted with the business of the Cis-
toms, this complaint'is stated in a form which appears plausible ; but
though plausible, it is incorrect, inasmnch as business has'not been
refused to be transacted at this office, whenever it was applied for
or thought uecessary ; aud it is believed  that the out-door officers at
this Port occasionally make exertions which are ueitherrequired nor
exccuted at any other Custom-house. They never scruple to attend
from sun-rise to sun-set; and towards the close of the nasigation,
they frequently attend the vessels they have in charge for many hours
after-it is dark, when the inclemency of the season scrves only to
stimulate theu‘ exertions in accelemtmv the woxL that h'xs )ct to be
performed.

¢ To those who are at all conversant in Custom- house busmess, it
must appear obrvious, that the duty of the principal officers does not
terminate when the doors of the office are closed. 1Jpwards of oneé
hundred entries have frequently been passed at this office in one day,
for dutiable goods ; many of these entries requiring a variety of cal-
culations and payments to a large amount, together with boudsin ses
curity for the several Crown and Pronncnal enactments: Ali this
gives rise to a great deal of work after hours; which frequently contis
nues till a late hour in the evening, but which necessarily must be
done before the books can be compared, and the halance struck,
which in this office is done every day, and the proceeds of the whole
lodged according to regulation, in the King’s chest under the Jomt
locks of the Collector and Lomptroller. ‘

¢ Jtis only on sach occasions, that Merchants or thelr Clerks
have riot been immediately furnished with the documents they have
applied for at the Custom-House, and even then it wasonly entries,
warrants or certificates which have been momentarilydelayed ; for the °
business of entering and clearing vessels (as has been already stated)
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has always been continued when applied for, or thought mecessary,
and with aview to prevent as much as possible any inconvenience
from the delay of issuing vegular warrants for the landing of goods,
The principal officers huve frequently remained in the office for the
sole purpose of granting special sufferances for the landing of goads,
which may have been so sitvated, as to prevent the unloading of
others, for which warrants had been granted, in so doing, they have
incurred a heavy respousibility in permitiing goods to be brought or
shore before the duties were paid orsecared. It is a duty for ‘which
the principal officers receive no emolument, and in the execution of
which the inferior officers have scldom beensufficiently recompensed.
Itis however a responsibility from which they will not shrink so loug as
it appears to them that the business of the port, so pecuiiarly circume
stanced, as it is, requires such accommedation.

¢ Extra. fees have never been received by the- prmc:pal officers at
this port, although mauny of the most respectable Merchants have
mentioned, that “double fees had been paid to their predecessors,
when vessels were cleared on Sundays, Holydays, orat after hours;
but the undersigned have never hesitated to afford that accommoda«
tion to the trade, although they have uniformly declined to receive
any rermuncration for it.”

The principal officers have in a few cases availed themselves of the
7thand sth Wiltiam III. cap. 7, see. 14; and have permitted the
masters of vessels to pay to the out-door officers a reasonable allowance
for what such masters acknowledged to be extra .trouble. The
Waiters and Searchers were in the practice of being paid in those
cases without the sanction of the priacipal officer; but as soon as the
practice was challenged, it was directed to be discontinued, and as the
undersigned pay large salaries te the gentlemen employed by them as
Clerks, théy have very rar:ly permitted their receiviug any recom.
pence uoder the aunthority of that Statute, and when such permission
was granied, it has only been in cases when the office remained open
to the public for the deanm of vessels until a late hour in the even-
H]"

“I'he undersigned cannot but express to your Excellency their en-
tire acquiescence in the opinion which the memorialists have been
pledsed Lo express respecting the expediency of substituting salaries
asin Great- ertam. instead of the existing system. They donot -
conceive il possible, that any mode can be divised vnderit, to satisfy
the minds of those who will have to pay Custom-House fees, that
there is not come imposition practised upon them. Indeed the memo.
rial sufficiently shews this by representing the extravagant amount of
the fees at the termination’ of a year, "when in consequence of the
non-enumerated and lumber bonds heing no longer necessary, they
have become fcss in amount than atany period, since the establisho
ment of the table of 1769, when the value of money was-se much
beyond what it is at present, It is obvious that to officers, possessing
any feeling or character? it must, be a source of great satisfaction te
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be relieved from the painful necessity of experiencing the casil or
misapprehensions of persons with whom they must transact business.
Andalthough the tradeé of Quebec must, under the present ameliora-
tions and under thosc in contemp]atlon, necessarily experience a
great increase, the undersigned de not hesitate to express to your
Excellency how gladly they “wwould sacrifice any consequent increase
of emolument, to obtain an unobjectionable income, founded upon an
average of precedmg years. If the vtmost publicity was given
1hrough thie mediuni of the public press, to the proceedings instituted
against the Cus.om-House, during the busiest period of the navigation
in" the year 1817, ‘in order to obtain materials for framing the memo-
rial transmitted to the Lords of Ifis Majesty’s Treasury, bv Sir J. C.
Slierbrooke, it candot be said thatsuch has been the case in the pre-,
sent instances The Collector having been asignorant of the inten-’
tions of dny individual to' submit matter of complamt against him,
until he heard that thls petition was, presented to your Lxcelloncy
aud to the Legislature as he was of 'its contents, until he was called
upon by your Excellency for the observauons he might hare to offer
respecting'it,

“The undersigned having g, in’ ohedience to your Excellency’s com-
mands, now submittec thcu observations upon the several allegations
contained in this memorial, they trust they will have satisfactorily
shown to your Excellen"y, that the Collector has not, without law or
necessity, unwarrantably increased the fecs of the department ; that
no additional fee has been estahlished without sufficient authonty 3
that the fees do not vary on vessels under similar circumstances, and’
with similar cargoes, unless when the Officers of the Customs have
voluntarily remitted a part, or the whole of their fees ; that every fa.
cnhty has been afforded {o’ inquiry, either for information or explzma-
tion ; that the statement of fees paid at the Custom-house, which i3
..nnexed to this memorial, is overrated ; that the actual custom-
house charges cannot be cousidered 'as oppressive on vessels trading’
to the neighbouring Provmces, to whom the Officers ‘of the Customs
have always readily given relief ; that the difference supposed to exist’
between the fees paid at Quebe( and in the American ports, cannot
possibly be held to counteract lhe benevolent intentions of IIis Ma-
Jesty’s Government in laying a duty on American produce, for the
encouragement of agriculture in these Provinces ; ‘and, finally, that .
every attention has been paid to the despatch of busmess, which the
pecnhar circemstances of the Port rendered necess'n'y, and that ex.’
tra‘atténdance has riever be€n refuséd, on'every occasion of particu-
lari urvcncy, even on’ Sundays or: Holyday% although the priucipal
oﬂ'lcers have constantly’ declined receiving any extra fec.

“The undersigned have ‘the honor to remam, with the atmost ress

ect
s Your Excellency’s most obedient, ‘humble servants,
(Signed,) M Il PER(/EVAL Colt.
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CUSTOM-HOUSE,
Loxnponw, 17th July, 1817,
GENTLEMEN,

The Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury having,
by Mr. Lushmgton s letter of the 27th ult. directed that the oﬁicerz
of the Revenue, in the 'British Colonies and Plantations, shall not
require from the Captain of any ship or vessel, more than onc gene-
ral certificate for the landing of a cargo ; and thatm thecases.of cer-
tificates, required by mdxvxduals, to cancel bonds, given in this
country, the same shall include all the goods enumerated in one
cocket, although differently marked and numbered 5 and their Tord-
ships hnvmg been also pleased to allow the officers’ toi receive certain
fees for such certiﬁcates,-’--

Inclosed, you wiii receive a copy of the said letter ;. and we direct
you to take care that the commands therein contained be:duly and
strictly oheyed, so far as you are concerned.

You wiil also receive herewith, form of a notice, which has been
prepared by our orders, relative to such fees; 5, and we:direct you to
cause the same to be published three times in the public Gazette,
and to be affixed up in the several offices, and. in:the.most public
parts of the Custon-house at your port, as well as.the out-bays; . for
the information of all parties .interested-. therein.. .And. you .are. to
acknowledge the receipt of these directions by the:first packet.

(Signed,) G. WILSON; J. WILLIAMS,
S N BULLLR J.S. RICHMOND.
Coilector and Comptroller,
Quebec. %

CUSTOM.HOUSE,
Loxpox, 17th Julyy, 1817,
NOTICE.:

The Commissioners of His' ’Vlage:'ly s Customs, in pursiauce of di-
rections received flom the Lords Commxssxoners .of ﬂx_s_ Majesty’s
Treasury, . hereby, give' nouce, that in future o more thad one gene-
val certificate of the lzmdmg of jany cargo, shall be requnred from the
Captain of any ship ; and in.cases of. certificates réquired by.indivi.
duals to cancel bonds, given in_Great-Britain, all the goods enume-
tafed in one cocket be inclided therein; dlthopgh dxfferemlymarked
and numbered, and that" for sich documpnts tie- followifig fees be
allowed upon the same, viz.

For a general certificate of the landing of each ship, .. ..2.dollars,

For a cectificate required by individuals_to- cancel

bonds given in this COUNLTY, evovrrartosnanes Jedse1 Qollir, .
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The said fees to be divided between the Collectorand Comptroller,
in the proportion of two-thirds to the former, aund one-thiid to the

latter officer.
By order of the Commissioners,

(Sigoned,) G. DELAVAND, Secretary.

(Co;; D ‘. :
il CUSTOM-HOUSE,
' Lox~vox, 12th February, 1823,
(No. 6.)
. GESTLEMEN,

Having read your letter of the 24th Octr. last, No. 14,
stating the seizure of the Ship Union and her cargo of lumber, &c.
in consequence of the master having omitted to enter into the non-
enomerated and lumber bonds ; but'as you were convinced no frand
was intended, either by the shipper or the master, you had delivered
the vessel and cargo on security for the appraised value of the vessel,
and double the appraised value of the cargo :—

‘We diréct you to cancel the honds given in this case, on payment
of any expences incurred, and we acquaint you that in consequence
of the Acts of the 3d. Geo. IV, cap. 44 and 45, the non-cnume-
rated and lumber bonds in question are no longer necessary, and we
direct you to govern yourselves accordingly.

(Signed,). R.B.DEAN, G. WILSON,
S.BURNE,  I.S. RICHMOND.
PORT OF QUEBEC,

A memorandum of the pumber of Schooners trading to the
neighbouring Provinces during the last three years :

Nova New | Nerth | Cape
Year. | Newfid.| Scutia. |Broswk.] Shore. | Breton. | Total,
1821 2t | 9 5.1 7 | o0 | 42
1822 26 32 i3 I i3 3 87
1823 22 Py 33 14 5 101

!

" The great increase of the last two years will shew the advantages
derived from the duty imposed on Aferican produce. :
' M. H. PERCEVAL, -Coll,

Custom-House,
Quebec, 13th February, 1824.
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Copy.)
(Copy CUSTOM-HOUSE,

Quebec, 15th November, 1820;
HoxorABLE GENTLEMEN,

Praying reference to Mr. Secretary Salton’s letter, dated
Halifax, 22d Sept. 1812, and to the letter of your Honorable Board,
dated 7th Oct. 1814, No 11 : the undersigoed respectfully submlt
to your Honors the following statement of fees received by the Cot=
Jector-and Comptrolier upon all vessels (éxcept coasters) entering
and clearing at this port. The amount of the inward and outward
fees (exclusiveof the general certificate) is £4 125 10d. sterling, or
£5 35.2d. currency, and is made up as follows, viz. -

Coll. Compt.

" Joward,—General entrance, Poiz3 6 Lo 6 9
Report, 0.1 6 "0 O 6
Warrant to unload, 6-1 6 0 0 6
Certificate of Report, 0 2 O 010
Anuchorage, 0 2 0O 0 2 0
Recording Register, 013.0 0 4 4
L1136 L0151
Outwards.—Genéral clearance, 013 ¢ £ 6 9
Report, 016 00 6
Warrant to load, 016 0 0 6

Certificate of- Report, 0 2 0 o1 0
Cocket, - 0 2 0 o010
Non-enumerated bond 01 6 0 0 6
Certificate of do. "0 2 0 010
uumber bond, 01 6 0O 0 6
Certificate of do. 0 2 0 010
Bill of stores, 01 6 0 0.6
List of men, 01 & 0 0 &
£110 6 £013 6

. When.aw additional bond or. certificate is required; the fee there~
ax is. received according to the %altfax docket.
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Upon referring to the docket, it appears that a fee of 17s. .1d.
sterling is allowed to the Collector and Comptroller for a new regis-
ter, and recording the same ;5 and a fee of 4s, sterling for dnchorwb
of vessels that do not land the whole of their (.lll‘ﬂ(\pc

The merchant, w heu he passes his entries at the Cnstom- house,
pays regular fee for a warrant to unload, which is also inciuded ip
the vessels’ inward fees. -

A warrant to load is granted previous to any goods biing shipped ;
and-for this, as well as for the cocket, the merchant pays the re gular
fees.” There are afterwards received a second time, opon the vessel
clearing out.

Tl‘cxe are no certificates of report gmnted

The docket allows an additional fec of 4s. Gd. sterjing to the Col-
lector, and 2s. 3d. sterling to the Co_mptroller, upon all foreigu top-
sail vessels, for the general entries and clearances ; and thesc arc
incloded in’ the sum of 13s. 4d. sterling and 6s. 9d. aliove stated, and
which are demanded and recexved upon schooners, as “el! as topsall
Vessels.

_ Under these circumstances, the undersigned submits to your Ho-
nors’ consideration, whéther a som of £1 14s 44, sterling is not
unwarrantably demarided and received as fees on every vesscl (coast-
ers excepted) arriving at and leaving this port, and a further sum of
13s. 6d. sterling upon_ schooners ; ‘.nd humbly prays ‘your Hongrs’
instructions thercon.

With great respect, &e. &c.

T. A. YOUNG, Compt.
To
The Honble. Commissioners
of 1. M. Customs, Londeun.
‘CUSTOM-HOUSE,
Lox~por, 7th February, 1821.

The aforcwomg copy of a letter from Br. . Young, Comptroller of
Qucbec, is transmitted to the Collector for his observations thereon.

By order of the Cominissioners,

H. -MACLEAN.

Copy.
(Copy:) CUSTOM-ROUSE,

Queskec, 11th May, 1821.
HononrAzre Sixs,

Upon your: Honors? ‘reference,: dated . the 7th Feby.
tran=m1(tmg copy of a letter from Actmg Comntroller Young;-of the.
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15th Nosr. for the (‘ollcctor s oa~ervat|ons thereon, ‘the underswne({
hos the bonor to roport, that, by the letter from the %cretmy of the ©
Commissioners of Wpecial Remnue Inquiry of 22d Scpt. 1812; to _'
which Mr. Young icfers, and to which the undersigned also prays *
reference, the offizers at Quebec were enjoined to adhere to the Ha-
lifax table of feés; hut doubts arising with the uudersugnc and the *
then Comptroller, the late Mr, guott, as to the meaning and’ apniicaf "
tion of this docket, they were uniler the necessity nfrc!'errmrr to'yoar
Honors, and in their letter of {9th Augt. 1813, No. 10, thc} stated
fully and fm‘v to your Honors the constructioa they had put upon it
in practice, and sebmitted a table of the fees they actually exacted,’
which will be found precisely to correspond  with' that which is given
in Mr. Young’s Iottcr, and of which he representg several of the items -
as unwarrantable.” The undersigned and the then Comptroller,in’
that letter prayed your Honors® attention to the subject, and'your
further commands, stating thit they should continue to regulate
themselves accordingly, until the farther orders of - your Hou sle.
Board, and as your Honors hava not thought it necessary - to give any"
furt‘mr orders, or to cnjoin any 'uter.mon, it might perh'xps soffice
for tha undersizned, here to rest his defence against the charges cou- .
tained in Mr. Xnunw s letter, on the su‘ued of these fees s’ but the
undersigned " has -it iw kis power to'give 2 more partuular, and he
trosts’a sutlsfutory exp'anation on these” points, = * ’ :

1st. With respect to the fee for, recording registers; each’ vessel’§ ’
reqister is recorded twice, in the inward book at the ps-nod of her end: ;
tering; and in’ the m‘tuard hook at her clearing, but the charve for!
recording is only madé ot her enh'y inwards, a!thou"h it is: believed'
that at other ports, the charge is.made-for each-act “of record’s e
charge of 4s. for anchorage ofvessels not landing the “whold ‘of! thelr
cargows, is exacted of all ‘essels on théir entry, be.c.xus'- it™'is mani-:
be”Y'l matter of uncertaiity,’ ‘whether a part "or‘the wholé 6f* their”
cargo is to be landed, and vessels coming into the port with futention
to anload the whole, oftén depart with a portion ' of their caras sl
ou board ; but in every case where a vessel has been entirely unhden,
this fee \vould without difficulty be’ remitted ‘6n- s pplication of the
master or owner.

2d. With respect to the warrant to un!oad “which is confounded by
M:. Young \mh a very different thing, the warrant or permit to the
importer, the practice is this §*-ths Masren of the ship on complating
the eotry inwards, obtains a gcneral warranl to p*ocecd to unioad or
break butk, The neLessnvoNhla is obvious/hutitis also eqmlly ne-
cessary for tac out-doo: c-ofiicers of the Customs to ascertain that the
merchants or owners of goods on board :such vessel have severallyl
complied with the regular forma, aud have pa‘d ‘or.securodifve daties
before the property Speu*xed in their-vespectiveséntriesibe’ put.mto
their possession ; for this purpose'a parliculur warreat or permit is
givea to each individual to u'ﬂadc add take on shore the property
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belonging to him ; and itis submitted that the werk being done and -
both sorts of warrants being necessary, the Halifax docket avthorizes
the fee for each, in the one case from the master, in the other from
the importer.

3d. 'The same necessity existing for two sorts of warrant to load,
namely, to the master and to the merchant, although these also. are
confonnded by Mr. Young, and the same practice presailing. Itis
bumbly conceived, that it is fully justified by the same reasons as are
urged in the precedmg paragraph respecting warrants for unloading..

4th. Certificates of report are manifestly intended to protect vessels
from any molestation by the inferior officers on the ground of theic
not being reported ; such.a certificate ought regularly. to be taken hy
every-master on his reporting, and may at any time be demaunded.and
would begiven. If the masters do not usually take them up ; if, as
is.the case with the warrants to uaload, they are left in the oﬁu.e, it.
is.because the masters chuse to trust for their protection from. moles=
1ation. on. this.ground, to. that immediate knowledge, which on. the:
small scale of the establishment here, every officer has of the. fact of:
a report being made, and the principal officers would at any time be
justified in requiring the inferior officers to demand such.a certificate
as,evidence of that fact..

5th. The fee on.foreign. topsail vessels is. charged on:all squarc
rigged vessels, and topsail schooners, not owned at this port but it is
ot charged on those registered and belonging here. This.is believed
to be the invariable practice at all. the ports in the colenies ; the term,
foreign being considered. as applying not exclusively to slups of coun-~
tries forelgn to British domxmon, but. to ships foreign to the port, or
country: where the charge is made,

‘With these observations.the. undersxged leaves the subject with
your Honors, in the full persuasion, that he will on these pointsbe
borne out in the practice, which.after much. consideration and. discus-
sion, was adopted hy him and. his.Jate lamented. colleague Mr. Scott,
and was submitted then.to your Honorable Board.

With great. respect the undersigned has. the honor to be,,
Honble. Sirs,.
your: most obdt. humble. servt..

(Signed, ) M. H. PERCEVAL, Coil.

To
The Honble. Commissioners
of H. M. Customs; London,
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Copy.)
(Coey CUSTOM HOUSE,

QuebEc, 13tk November, 1820. -
Hovonrapnt GENTLEMEN,

The undersigned begs ledve to state, that it is the prace
tice for vessels bound to metrml, to-come to an anchor at Quebec,
and there to enter and pay port charges; which appears to be comns
trary to the order of your Honorable Buard, dated 23d June, 1815,
No. 32.

‘The undersigned prays yous Honors’ further instractions, as well
as to 2 system to be pursued with vespect to such vessels, as
the method of levying and collecting His Majesty’s duties at Mon=
treal, and accounting fur the same, should your Honors deem it ex<
pedient to. relieve the trade of that place from the impediments to:
which it is: at present subjected,

With great respect, &c. &e..

T . A. YOUNG, Compfi
To
The Commissioners:
of H. M. Cusioms, London.

CUSTOM HOUSE,
Lonpox, 10tk February, 1821,

To the Collector of Quehec, to whom this letter aught to have
been delivered in the first instance, for his observations.

By order of the Commissioners,.

1. MACLEAN.

(Copy-)
CUSTGM HOUSE,

Quesec, 11th Ma¥, 1821,

Hoxorasre Sins,

The undersigned, in obedience to. your Houors' refer«
ence of the 10th Febroary last, on a letter from Acting Comptrol!et.
Young, of the 13th November, respecting the entering 4ere of ves-
sels bound to Montrea!, aud the difticulties imposed on “the Montreal
trade, has the honor to report, that the erntering and clearance of
all vessels coming into the River St. Lawrence, the whole extent of
which is established as the Port of Quebec, baving from time imme-
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morial been made only at the City of Quebec, where the Collector.
and Comptroller are required to reside, and where the necessary
documents for entry and clearance can alone be given, the under-
signed is not aware of any order of your Honorable Board, that pre-
cludes him from receiving the regulated fee for the duty so necessa-
tily performed by him. He is as little aware of the existence of
the impediments alladed to by Mr. Young, as affecting the Montreal
trade ; but he is, on the contrary, able to state the following facts,
destroying both those pretexts of complaint: = - :

1st. That it rarely happens that a vessel is loaded with goods
entirely for Montreal. :

2d. ‘I'hat all that is required of vessels bound to Montreal is, to
Kny the Crown dutics, and to give security for the Provincial

aties. ‘ o

3d. That every facility has at all times been afforded by the Cus-
tom House, (Sundays and Holydays uvot excepted,) for performing
this duty, and forwarding vessels bound to Montreal ; and that it is.
an established rule, that the daty connected with these vessels shall
have precedence of all other business.

4th. That even if there were no Custom House existing at Quebec;
a vessel proceeding to Montreal would be obliged to come to anchor
here to discharge her Pilot, and take another licenced for: that
branch of the navigation between the two places ; to make report,
and leave a manifest of her cargo at thé Naval Office, for the infor-
mation of the Governor, and to pay the Port charges connected
with that Office, and the Trinity House; to deliver her letters at
the Post Office ; and she would also have to submit to the visit and
inspection of the Health Officer.

5th. That, in truth, the King’s dutics are collected; bonds. taken
for the Provincial duties, and the whole business at the- Custom,
House is in such cases completed, while the details above enumerat-
ed are performed at the other offices, and, generally, before they
are finished ; and. - .

6th. That there is only one. cause that can prevent the immediate
entry of any vessel, and that is her entering the Port without tne
Master having prepared the proper manifests of the cargo, which,
by Act of Parliament, ought to be made out at sea, and delivered
1o the first Custom [ouse Officer that approaches the ship.

With respect to the mode of collecting the Crown duties on
goods destined for Moutreal, the undersigncd ‘neither sees auy
hardship on the Montrcal merchant in the present course, vor how
any alteration can be made, Of the vessels that arrive at Quebec
with cargoes, not oné in twenty goes 1o Moutreal; and it will
scarcely be maintained that, for so small an object, a ‘separate
Custom ‘Hounse shounld be established there. But, even if this were
done, the Montreal merchant would be obliged to have an'agentat -
Quebec; for other purposes connected with his trade; and it is by
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such agents that the Crown duties on Montreal goods are paid, and
the Provincial duties secured. The circumstances detailed above’
sufliciently show, that no delay, inconvenience, or hardship, is im«
posad, by the-Custom House, on the trade to Montreal ; aad that
tho:e inconveniences that it may suffer, arise from circumstances
not 10 be controled, orizinating in the situation of Montreal, as an
inland town, and from the seat of Goveroment being at Quebec.

With great respect the undersigned-has the honor to he,
Honble. Sirs,
Your most obedt. humble servt.

(Signed,) M, H. PERCEVAL, Coll.
To .
The Honble, Commissioners
of I, M. Customs, London.

(Copy.)

CUSTOM-HOUSE,
(No. 4.) : o

‘Lonvox, 31st January, 1821,
GENTLEMEY, ‘

Having read a Ietter from the Comptroller of your port,
dated 18th November last, enclosing forms of general certificates,-
which it is the practice to grant for every vessel arriving at and Ieay-
ing Quebze, whether with a cargo, "or in ballast, prosided the mer-
chant does not object thereto's and submitting whether the same are,
Hot coatrary to our general order of the 17th July, 1781, No. 134eee
" We acquaint you, that uader the gencral order referred to, no cers
tificate was requisite i the case of ‘a ship arriving in ballast ;. and
with.respect to the certificate stated to be issued as to the. landing
of cargoes, that the same is defective in an essentiil point, namely;
in uot specifying the several packages, and their contents landed in
the way in which they are’inserted in"the cockets, provided the pack-
ages correspond therewith, = 0 ‘
And we acquaint the Acting Comptroller, that he ought, previ-
ously to transmitting his letter to the Board, to have called upon the
Collectar to have joined therein ; or to have assigned at the foot
thereof, his. reasons for iiot doing so, pursuant to the 7th article of -
your instructions, which we enjoin the Acting Comptroller to ob-
serve in future; C ’ '

'S'BURNE, = G.STEWART,
H.RICHMOND,  G. WILSON.
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(Copy.)
CUSTOM-TIOUSE,

Quesec, 11th May, 1821,

Honoenrapre Sirs,

The urdersigned has received the letter of your Honors
able Board of the 31st January last, in answer to a letter of the Acta
ing Comptroller, of the 18th November, respecting the forms of
general certificates to vessels arriving at, and fcaving Quebec; aud
he has the honor tostate, that, in cousequence of your general order
on this subject, of the 17th July, 1817, No. 13, the notice relative to
these certificates, which was transmitted by your Honors, was sis-
pended in the Custom-~house, for the information of the public; but
it was at all times, and still is, left entirely to the option of the par.
ties interested, to take, or leave, these certificates as they please ; and
it is presumed, that it is not your Honors” wish that they should be
withheld in any case, where the parties expressly apply for them.

The undersigned was perfectly aware, that these certificates are
defective, as pointed oyt by your Honors, in not specifying the se~
veral packages, with their contents landed, in the way they are insert-
ed in the cockets, when they correspond therewith.,  But, ou this
head, he begs leave to state, that your Honors’ order not having
pointcd out the form of the certificates that should be used, or the
particulars it should contain, this became a subject for consideralion
with the Collector and the then Comptroller, the late Mr. Scott; and
it appeared to them, that, under the circumstances of the department,
it would be next {o impossible to adopt any other than a general
form, as it would have required the united labour of the several per-
sons employed in the department, and an entire abandonment, for
the' fime, of the other important duties of the office, to prepare such
cerfificates, with a specification of packages. It was therefore deem-
ed b’eﬁt, to prepare these general certificates in the form of which a
copy is {ransmitted ; and it was left to the party, iu case any difficuly
ty should occur, as to the lunding of a particular packet, to apply at
the Custom-house for a special certmcate respecting it.  'This prac=
tice has, accordingly, in many cases, been resorted to, and, it is be~
lieved, with much less inconvenience to those concerned, than would
arise from the delay, detention and ¢xpence, necessary for perfecting
in the first instance, a certificate, with a'particular specification of
all the packages contained in all the cockets of the ship.

It is therefore humbly submitted, whether the practice that has
been adopted on these grounds shall be changed, or whether the un.
dersigned shall continue to regulate himself on this point as here-
tofore.

Before concluding this letter, the undersigned hopes hemay be
permitted to advert to the circumstances, which have giveu rise to the
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several references from your Menors, upon Acting Comptroller
Young's representations of the 13th, 15t and 18th of tast Novembery
w hu,h he has answered id lis several letters under this date,

The Acting Comptrolier entered on the dutics of his stition in
Jany. 1820 ; from that time until the present period,he has had free
and-unrestricled. access to.cvery source.and sort of information res~
pecting the departinent at large, and he.had ample time and.means
teinlorm himself of.esery: thing before the opening.of the navigation
after his appetutment, of which Mr. Young’s. abilities; acd talents,
both- natural . aud acquired,. would preclude  the doubt of his not
having amply availed Limself 3 butncither in the course of this period,
uor at.any other time, did. he ever.intimate to the. undersmued ‘that
he had discovered the pretended errors ppmted out by him _toyour
Honors. He neverattempted to obtain the correction of them by dis-
cussing them with the uudersigned; e allowed them to passunnoticed,
and at the same time availed himseifof the advantages and emoluments
arising under them, until the ravigation.was closing, and then with-
out.any. communication with the undersigned, he addressed your
Honors on the subject. -

The undersigned is perfectly aware, that the situation of Comptrol.
ler is intended as a check on the Collector, and he "here refers to
their joiat letter to your tlonors of the 22d Novr. No. 31. A copy
of which is herewith trausmitted, to shew the views he has always
entertained upon the subject, but he is_persuaded that this salutary
arrangement was never meant to sanction any departure from that
fairness and candour.and houorable dealing, which -are as Becessary
to the conduct of public business, as they are natural {o_most men
who have themselves upright views.  He is persvaded, thatit never
was. meant as an authority. to one officer to betray. another or misre-
present his condact, and as.it is evident from other communications
to your Honors, that.the. Acting Comptroller. was. infarmed. of your
instruction, requiring. that.one officer should be apprized by. the vther,
of what was about.to be doue, the undersigned; feels himself - justi-
fied in imputing to the Comptroiler any motives, but such as.he could
avow, and he hopes, . that he may be. protected:is future from a course
of proceeding, which has.in this.instance been inconsistent with pro-
pricty and fairness, and must in all:cases bei mjurwub to the public
sesvice.

With great respect,_til,e undersigned has thie honor to remain,
your Honors’

snost obedt. and. most humble servt.

M. H. PERCEVAL, Coll.
To
The Honble., Commissioners
of II. M. Customs, London.
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(Copy.>

Quesre, 15th May, 1821,
Deax Sig,

I have perused the papers you put into my hands and
returned herewith, respecting the letters of Mr. Young, the Acting
Comptroller. As your justification to the Commissioners appears to
me complete, T seeno call for any interference on my part in the pre-
sent state of the matter. I thiak it right however to enclose to you
for perusal, and in order to be put into Mr. Young's bands by your-
self ; an expression of my sentimentsin regard to his condectin this
case, as well ag in the application he made to me lately, without your
knowledge or concurrence, '

Your’s, my dear Sir,
very faithfully,

(Sigred,) DALHOUSIE,
Governor,
The Honble. M. H. Perceval, Esqr.
Coll, H, M. Customs, Quebec,

Copy.) ‘
(opy-) CUSTOM-HOUSE,

QuEBEC, 17th May, 1821,
My Lorp, '

1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of
your Lordship’s letter of the 15th inst. which only reached me at a
latc hour yesterday, returning me the papers your Liordship permitted
me some time ago to place in your hands. The ussurance that your
Lordship has been pleased to give me, that yau were guite satisfied
with the justification addressed by me to the Commissioners of the
Customs, " on the different ‘accusations made by the Actiug Comp-
troller, and the other very favourable expressions of your Lordship’s
letter have so entirely set’ my mind at rest, that from this, and from
other motives, to which, underall the circumstances of my situation,
1 feel persuaded your Lordship’s candour will do justice, I have ab-
stained from taking further communication of the open letter ad-
dressed by the Civil Secretary to the Acting Comptreller, which your
Lordship kindly authorised me to peruse ; and [ have handed it over
to that officer, according to the directious of your Lordship. -

1 have the honour to remain, with the ufmost respect,

Your Lordship’s most obedient, ‘
and most humble Servant,

(Signed) M. H. PERCEVAL, Coll.
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(Copy.)
CUSTOM-HOUSE,

Qurrec, 17th May, 1821.

Sig,

The letter which I have the honor.to inclose to. you, was
transmitted to me by the Civil' Secretary, by command of His Excel.
lency the Earl of Dalhousie for my perusal, before handing it over to
you. 1 have not however thought it nacessary to avail myself of the
permission, and I forward ‘it to you unopened together with a copy

of my letter, to the Governor in Chief, in answer to that with which
he honored me vpon the sub_]ect

I have the honor to be
Sir,
your most obedt. humble servt.

(Signed,) M. H.PERCEVAL, Coll.

T. A. Young, Esqr.
Actg. Comptr. of H. M. Caustoms.

To

(Copy.)
CUSTOM.HOUSE,

QuEsEc, 19th May, 1821.
Hoxoranie Sinrs,

In answering the several references from your Honors, on
the representations of the Acting Comptroller of the 13th, 15th, and
18th November last, the undersigned feels it his duty to state, ihat
under the particular circumstances in which Mr., Young was placed
at the Custom-house, as an officer put in by the Provincial Govern.
ment, until the vacancy should be filled by the King's Government,
either by the appointment of Mr. “Young, or some other person, to

“the Compt:ollerry, the underiigned felt it ‘incumbent 'on-him to
transmit to the Governor in Chief, the Farl'of Dalhousie, the accusa-
tions preferred against the- undcrsu,ned without his knowledge; by
the Acting Comy uoHer, together with the report made by the under-
signed on “each of Mr. Young’s letters, conformably to the orders of
your Honors. These documents. were submitied to the Governor
under a blank cover, and without any communication-from the un-
dercla,ned 5 and this course appeared to be required by the peculiar
dxfﬁculty of his posmon, as, ou the one hand, the officer whose pro-
vince it is to assist'the undersigned with his adnce, and guard him
from error, had mot only become his secret accuser to your Honers,
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but had recently addressed communications to the Governor, tend-
ing to impute misconduct to the undersigned in the duties of thl’ de-
partment ; and on the other haad, if any strictures had been: suba
mitted to the Governor with these papers, it might have been attri-
buted to a dosire upon the part of the undersigned, in attempting
to bring the influence of Government against the \xtmrr Compticller,
to free himself from the continuance of that scratiny, which, whether
secret'or open; he-feels.no cause to fear.

The papers thus submitted to the Governor have just been retumn-
ed'to'the undersigned, with aletter from His Bxcellency, of which a
copy iz herewith transmitted, together with a letter addressed+to Mr.
Yourng, which. was purposely left open for the perusal of the under-
signed; and 'which he was directéd by the Governar to put afterwards
into Mr. Young’s possession.  'T'he undersigned, from motives to
which he trusts @ just coustruction will be given, declined perusing
this letter, and gave it to that ofticer unopened.  The undersigned,
however, thinks it proper that your Uonors shouid be made acquaint-
ed with all the circumstances attending the communication thus given
by him to the Provincial Governmeut, aud has therefore enteved into
these several details.

The undersigned has the honor te remain, with the utmost respect,

X our Iiu.mr” most obedient,
and most humble Servaut,

(Signed,) M.H.PERCEVAIL, Coll..
To the Honble. Commissioners ’ :
1L, M. Customs, London.

(Copy.) ,
CUSTOM.IIOUSE,
Loxpox, 29th September, 1821.
(No.23.)
GENTLEMEN,

Having read the Coliector's Report of the 11th of ’\I.xy,
.in return. to our order, upona jetter from the A(Ln,g (,ompuo!lel,
relative to the general certificates granted aryou ur Port in pursuance
of the order of the Lords of the l\e‘xsmy, of the 27th Junc, 1817,
_inrespect to the due landing of goods there -~
We mqudmt you, that when such certificates are )Pqu‘red by the
parties, the same must express the r).nll(,-hlh required by our order
of the 31st Jauuary last, No. 4, upon this subject,

(Signed,) J. LU LLER, J. WILLIAMS,
J. S0 RICHY OND, G. WILSON.
Collcuer aund Lomptroxh r
Quebce.




