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MAIESTIES

Commifsion, for the well-gouer--

ning of Hxs fubiects mhaln- \
ting 1n the New-found-land.

A HARLES by the

7 7»‘*.’
"', 20l erace of G o b, King |

'\ﬂ— .i of England, Scotland,

chender of the Faith, &ec, To |

all to whom thefe prefents fhall
come, grccung
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Countrey called N ew-found.-
land , hath beene acquired to ths
Dominion of Qur Progenitors;
which VVe hold, and Qur peo-
ple haue many yeeresreforted to
thole parts,where, and in the
coalts adioyning they imployed
themfelues in Fifhing, whereby a
greatnumber of Qur people haue
beene feton worke,and the Naui-
gation and Marriners .of Qur
Realme hath been much increa-
fed. ‘

And Our Subie@s reforting
thither,one by the other, and the
natiues of. thofe partswcrc order-
R R
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ly and gently intreated, vntill of
late fome of QurSubieés of the
Realme of énglind,planting them--
{eluesin that Countrey,and there
refiding and inhabiting , vpon
conceit,that for wrongs or iniuries
done there, eitheron the Shoare,
or inthe Sea adioyning,they can-
‘not be here impeached, and the
rather, for that \/Vc, ot Qur Pro.
genitors, haue not hitherto giuen
Lawes to the Inhabitants there,
and by that example, Our Stb.
tectsreforting thither , iniure one
another,and vie all manner of ex-
cefle to the great-hinderance-of
the
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the voyage, and common dam-
mage of this R ealme : For preuen.
ting fuch inconueniencies hereaf-
ter, VVee doe hereby declare in
what manner our people in S\ en-
- found.-land and vpon the Seaad-
1oyning,and the Bayes;Creekes,or
freth Riuers there, fhall be guided
and gouerned : Doe mike and or-
dayne the Lawes following in the
‘things after fpecified ; Comman-
diﬁg that the fame be obeyed and
putin execution,
_: Firft, if any- man on the land
there fhall kill -another , or if any
> feandelyrior forceablie. fteale
‘ - the
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the goods of any other to chevilue
of Forty fhillings ;he thalbe fordh.
with apprehended & arrefted, de.
tayned and brought Prifoger into
England, and thesrume sommisted
by him {halbe made knownto the
Earde Marfhall of Englandfor ¢he
time being 2 &9 whomshe Delin-
ner; Andthe faid Eacle Manthall
fhal take Cognizanee of the canfe:
Andathes thall inde by the tolki-
monie of two witoefles -ornose,
that the partie had there kiflad a
‘mgunet being sc.thattimefinstal-
&ukdby&xmﬂmc. G that
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the killing were by mif-adue nture; -
or had ftollen fuch goods; the De-
linquent fhall fuffer paine of
death, and all the company fhall
endeauor to apprehend fuch ma-
lefactor, '

Secondly, That no Ballaft,
Preftones, or any thing elfe };xurt,
full to the Harbourers be throwne
out to the preiudice of the faid
Harbours , but that it be carried
afhoare,and laid where it may not
doe annoyance.

Thirdly, That no perfon what-
foeucr,civ.}l_)ﬂ Fithermen or Inha-
bitants doedeftroy, deface, or any

way
~ g
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way worke any fpoyle ordetri-
ment to any Stage, Cookeroome;
Flakes, Spikes, Nayles, or any
thing elfe, that belongeth to the
Stages whatfoeuer, either at the
end of the voyage when hee hath
done, and is todepart the Coun-
trey, or to any fuch Stagesas hee
thall fall wirhall at his comming
into the Countrey, but that hee or
they content themfelues with fuch
Stage or'Stages onely, as fhall bee
needefull for them: And that for
the repayring of fuch Stages, as he
or they take,they {hall fetch Tym-
Eer out of the woods,and not to do
SN ‘Bz it
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it with the ruining or teating down
of other Stages.

“Fourthly, That according te
the ancient cuftome every Shippe
orFifher that firfk entrech a Har-
bour, in behalfe of the Shippe
bee Admirall of the faid Harbour,
wherin for the time beeing he fhall
referue onely fo muchBeach and
Flakes, or both, a5 is néedefull for
the number of boates that hee fhall
vle, withan ouerplus only for one
Boate more then hee needethasa
priviledge for hisfirt domming.

And that euesy Ship comming
afier, conient himfelfe with what

: i he

-



9 : .
hee {hall haue neceflary vfe for,
without keeping or detzining any
more to the preiudice of others
nexe comming.

And that any thacare poffeffed
of feuerall places 1a feverall Hars
bours, wichintent to keepe them
all, before they canrefolue vpon,
which of them to choofe,, thall be
bound to refolue and fend aduice
tofuch after commersin thofe pla-
cesas expect his xefolution,, - and
that within fourty eight howres, 1f
the weather fo ferue, thatthe faid
after commers may likewife chufe
sheir places, and fo none receiue.

By - prez
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preiua;ce ‘by others delayes,
- Fiftly, That ilc;‘pél‘fOIi ‘cut out,
deface, or any way alter, or
changethe markes of any Boats,
or Traine-fats, whereby to de-
frmﬂ the right owhers.. And that
no perfon conuert to his owne
vﬁ"!ﬂlc fa5d Boats or Traine-fats:
fo belongmg to ‘others, - without
tbéxr‘cbnfems nor remoue , hor
¢ke thefm from the places where
&‘xey be left by-the owners, ‘ex-
ccpt 11 cafe ofnecelsity , and then
to giue riotice thereof to the Ad-
shirall anid others,” whereby the
fight owners may know what
is Become ofthem, - . Sikdy,
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Sixtly, thatno perfon doe di.

minifh, take away, purloyne, or
fteale any of the Fifh, or Traine,
or Salt which is put in Caske,
Traynelats or Cookeroome; or
other houle in any of the Har-
bours or Fifhing places of the

Countrey, or any other prouifi-

on belonging to the fithing trade,
or to the Shippes.

- Seuenthly, Thatno perfon fet
fire in any of the woods of the
Countrey, or worke any detri-
ment or deftrucion to the fame,
- brRynding of the Trees, either

for the fecling of Shippes,holdes,

or
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or for Roomes on Shoare, or for
any other vies,Except for the co-
uvering of the roofes for Cooke-
roomes to drefle their meate in,
and ¢hefe Roomes not toextend
aboue fixteene foot in length at
themolt. ,

Eighdy, That no man caft
Ancor, or ought elfe hurtfull,
which may breede annoyance,
or hinder the haleing of Seancs
for baite in places accuftomed
thereunto.

. Ninchly, That no perfloa
rokibe the Netts of athers outof
any dnft Beate ar Drover for

baite
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bait by night, nor take away any
bait out of their Fifhing-boats by
their Shippes fides, norrobbe or
fteale any oftheir Nettes, orany
partthereof.

Tenthly, That ao perfon doe
fecvp any Tauerne for [elling of
Wine, Beere, or ftrong VV acers,
Cyder,or Tobacco, to entertaine
the Fifhermen,becaufeitis found
that by {uchmeanes they.are-de-
bauched , negle@ing their la-
bours, and poore ill-goucrned
men, not onely {pend moft past
of their {hares before they come
home, vpon which the lik.and

C | maine
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maintenance of their wife and
children dependeth, but are like-
wile hurtfull in divers other
wayes, asby neglecting and ma-
. king themfclues vnfit for their
labour, by purloyning and ftea-
hng from their owners, and by
making vnlawfull fhifts co fupply
their diforders, &c. which difor-
ders they frequently follow fince
thefe occafions haue prcfented
themf{elues.
~ Lafttly, That vpon the Sun-
dayes the Company affemble in
meet places, and haue diuine Ser-
“uice to beefaid by fome of the

Mafters
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Matters of the Shippes, orfome
others, which prayers fhall bee
fuch as are inthe Booke of Com-
mon Prayer.

And becaufe that fpeedy pu-
nithment may be inflicted vpon
~ the offendersagainft thofe Lawes
and Conftitutions; ‘
. Woee doe ordaine that cuery
of the Maiors of Sourbampeon,
Weymouth , and Melcombe Rega,
Lynness , Plymouth 5 - ‘Dartmouth,
Eflow, Foe and BarneStable
for the time being,may take Cog-
nizans of all complaints made by
any offender againlt any ofithefe

C2 Or-
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Ordinances vpon the land, and
byoath of Witnefles, examine
thetruth chereof, award amends
to the parties gricued,and punifh
thedelinquents by Fine, and Im-
prifonment,or cither of them,and
of their goods found in the parts
of A ew-found-land, or in the Sea,
caufe fatusfaction thereof to bee
made by VVarrants vnder their
hands and feales.

And the Vice-Admirals in
Our Counties of Southampton,
Dorfet, Denon,and (Cornewall, vp-
on complaint made of any of the
premifles committed vpon the
' Sea,
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Sea, fhall {peedilyand ¢ﬁ’é&{iaﬂy
proceed againit the offenders.

AlloVWe VWill and Qrdaine,
that thefe Lawes and Ordinan-
ces, fhallftand in force, and bee
putin due execution, vatill VVe
fhall otherwife pronide and or-
daine,

And VVee doe require the
- Admirall in cucry‘ Harbour in
thisnext Seafon enfuing, calling
together fuchas fhall bee in that
Harbour, publiquely to pro-

claime thefe prefents.
And that they alfo proclaime
the fame on the Shoro.
- Gy In.:
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In witneflc whereof Wee haue caufed
thefe Our Letters/to bee made Patents. -,
Wimnefle our felfe at Weftminfler, the
enth day of February, in the ninth
eerc of Our Reigne. "

Willys,

God faue the King.
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