The mext Annual Meeting of these Societies will pro-
bably take place carly in the month of March,—and in

the mcan time a Subscription-List will be circulated in
aid of the funds of cach. r
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The Rev. S. Armour, Cuvan.
The Rev. C. T. Wade, Yeterborough.
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REGULATIONS.

I.—That to constitute a Member of this Committec,
a subscription of 10s. currency, per annum, shall be suf-
ficient.

2.—That a General Meeting of this Society take place
annually, if possible, during the Assizes for this District.

3.—That the Standing Committee of this Society
meet quarterly, on the first day of the Quarter Sessions
in this District.

4.—That the subscriptions and donations be paid an-
nually, in advance, on or before the 24th day of Decem-
ber, in each year.

€& All unpaid accounts for beoks are expected to be
discharged (payable to the Treasurer) on or before the
24th December, in each year, as remittances are then
made to the Parent Society.
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EIGHTH AND NINTH

ANNUAL REPORTS, &e.

WHATEVER may have been the fluctuations in public
Support and encouragement which have marked the
progress of this Committee of the Venerable Society for
Promoting Christian Knowledge, great cause have they
for thankfulness to Almighty God that they are now
permitted to enter upon the eleventh year of their
operations. The Committee are deeply alive, as a pa-
ramount duty, to the necessity of furnishing, as far as
possible, the services of a minister of Christ to the nu-
merous unprovided settlements of this fast peopling
country ;—but while this anxious care to provide for the
long neglected congregations of the Church of England
in the more remote parts of each District the ministra-
tions of a pastor of their own communion, is one in which
fione can more cordially unite than the members of this
Committee, their persuasion remains unchanged that the
Scriptures of God and the auxiliaries to the knowledge
of the truth provided by this Society should, in corres-

ponding measure, be disseminated to strengthen the
“ declaration of the counsel of God,” and to enable




—

them, like the Bereans, to sce whether the things that
are preached be so.  And while such is their conviction,
and such their aim and labour, they are rejoiced to de-
clare that they feel no doubt of being enabled, through
the blessing of God, still to maintain and to extend the
benefits of the valuable Institution which now presents

its claims to the support of the Christian public.

While the ambassadors of Christ speak of the precious
promises which the revealed Word of God contains:
while they call in solemn terms, upon the impenitent
and careless to arise and be converted, and point to the
“terrors of the Lord,”” as a motive for this immediate
repentance ; while they would comfort the contrite and
broken-hecarted by words of consolation drawn from those
sacred pages; it can easily be understood that their
arnest appeal, must be deficient in power and their work
be imperfect, unless that Book be furnished for their
careful perusal, from whence the accredited messenger
from heaven draws forth his topics of encouragement or
alarm.

And vainly, in the opinion of your Committce, shall
we speak of the excellencies of our venerated Church,
and direct attention, especially, to the Scriptural purity
of those beautiful prayers and offices which constitute
the praise of our unrivalled Liturgy ;—vainly shall we
call upon the children of the Church to adhere to the
faith and cling to the worship of their fathers, unless we

Co
na

Ci



),

gh
he

its

us

Dt

he
we

nd
)SC
eir
rk
elr

rer

all
ch,
ity
1te
we

he

disseminate that Book of Common Prayer in which are
contained the most persuasive reasons for the mainte-
nance of that primitive order and discipline which the
Church of England inculcates.

These, in the judgment of your Committee, constitute
simple but unanswerable arguments in favour of the
principles of this Society; and afford the most solid
ground upon which to establish the justice of its claims
to the patronage at least of every Church of lngland
('hristian.

With this persuasion of the efficacy of the course pur-
sued by the Christian Knowledge Society, your Com-
mittce have not failed, to the best of their ability, to
promote throughout this District the circulating of the
Scriptures and of the Book of Common Prayer; and
although the result of the operations of the last two
years is not, to appearance, altogether as gratifying as
that of the preceding year, your Committee need hardly
allude to the disadvantages under which they have
laboured, during that interval, from the deplorable events
which have taken place, and the unsettled state of the
public mind to which they have given rise. But not-
withstanding these obstacles to the success of their
operations, the efforts of the Committee have not been
slackened to maintain this invaluable institution in that
position of efficiency which they deem so essential to

the well-being of the community. The following amount




od, will not disappoint the patrons of the Society :—
BIIIIINE 550 0 0 dising snardodosensdnebbbionatsnse 77
Testaments, .....

PO, SEREEIS NS 148

Prayer Books, ...... T PR PO 130
Bound Books & I s s andabnsindi 619
WL, i sonndisobiiosebnbobibute 974

Of the Books above~-mentioned, a very considerable
number have, as usual, been distributed gratuitously ;
and your Committee would here beg to call attention to
a fact which may not always be sufficiently regarded by
the contributors to this Institution, that the full amount
of all that has been received in aid of the funds of this
Society, whether fi m the annual subscriptions or col-
lections in Charches has, for the last few years, been
appropriated to this gratuitousdistribution of their Books,
in quarters where they believed that such a manner of
appropriation would be attended with advantage to the
cause of religion. ~And this, they trust, will furnish to
their benefactors a renewed impulse to the steady and
undiminished support of an Institution the object of

which is the promulgation, in so extensive a degree, of

Scriptural truth and the Scriptural practice which the

dissemination of that truth will, with the blessing of
God, produce,

f' books circulated, through the agency of this Com-
mittee, during the last two years, is such we trust as,

taking into consideration the difficulties to be surmount-
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The Travelling Missionaries of this District have
been furnished at various times with a considerable sup-
ply of Books, according to the vote of the Society at its
Seventh Annual Meeting; and the Committee will fecl
it their duty, on all occasions, when the means are in
their power, to supply these labourers in the vineyard,
with a proportionate quantity for free distribution
amongst the poorer settlers whom they may encounter
in their missionary journeys.

Your Committee are happy to state that the formation
of a new Depository in Cavan, under the superinten-
dence of Mr. Joseph Graham, has been attended with
much advantage ; and the contemplated establishment
of receptacles for Books in Emily, Seymour and Percy
will show that, in obedience to the spirit of this Society,
their exertions are very anxiously directed to the fur-
therance of the Gospel cause in those more remote por-
tions of the District where the benefits of a regular
ministry are less frequently enjoyed.

The Committee regret to state that the debt contrac-
ted with the Parent Society for the last supply of Books
is not as yet discharged ; owing, in some degree, to the
late very extravagant rate of premium charged upon
Bills of Exchange on London; but it is their intention,
as the means are now in their hands, to transmit without
delay the amount of the balance due.*

* This was accordingly done in the month of February, 1839,




10

Your Committee have also to express their disap-
pointment that so large an amount of arrears continues
to be due by the Subscribers to this Society, and that,
during the last year especially, so very small a portion
have placed their annual contributions in the hands of
the Treasurer. But feeling assured that this is a cir-
cumstance not ascribable to any indifference towards the
Just claims of this valuable Society, they have every
confidence that they have only to remind their patrons
of the inconvenience experienced from this neglect to
ensure a speedy remedy of every cause of complaint.—
When they refer to the vast amount of benefit of which
the Parent Society has proved the honoured instrument,
and to the good achicved even by this humble branch of
that great Institution,—in being the medium through
which, since its commencement 1060 copies of the Holy
Scriptures, 970 of the Book of Common Prayer, and
4600 of other religious Books and Tracts, in all 6116

volumes, have been diffused,~—the Committee will not
for a moment allow their anticipations of future support
to be damped, by the pressure of any present difficulty,
or of any temporary discouragement.

Again they commit their cause to the gracious keep-
ing of Him “ from whom all holy desires, all good coun-
sels, and all just works 7o proceed.”

By order of the Committee,

\ 1‘\' BET I!.UNYC’) SECRETARIES.
G. S. BOULTON, |

B

THE NEWCASTLE l)lb"l'RlQT COMMITTEE
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NEWCASTLE DISTRICT SOCIETY
FOR THE SUPPORT OF A

TRAVELLING MISSIONARY.

At a Meeting of the Newcastle District Committee of
the Sociery ror Promoring CurisTiAN KNOWLEDGE,
held atthe Court House, Cobourg, on the 16th Sept.
1835, the friends of that Institution, after the proper
business of the day was concluded, resolved to associate
with the goed work in which they were engaged some
means for the alleviation of the spiritual destitution of
the District, by the employment of Missionaries of the
Church of England, in imitation of the plan which had
been so successfully pursued in the Home District.—
The following Resolutions were accordingly agreed to,

and a subscription list was opened on the spot :—

“1. That Christians, when animated by the genuine principles
of their religion, esteem it a privilege as well as a duty, to promote
the temporal, and especially the eternal welfare of their brethren
in the world; and that all institutions, having for their object the
spread of the truth as it is revealed in the Gospel, possess an irre-
sistible claim upon their benevolent aid and exertions.

“2. That the many Protestant families throughout the Distriet
of Newcastle, who from remoteness of situation, have no access to
the regular ministrations of the word and ordinances, render highly
expedient the appointment of a TRAVELLING MI1ss10NARY for the
District of Newcastle, to be employed in disposing the services and
consolations of the Gospel amongst the remote and unprovided
settlers thereof.”
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It was not, however, until the month of September.

1836, that the Lord Bishop of Quebec had it in his
power to meet the views of this Association, by appoint-
ing a Minister to this important charge. At this period,
the Rev. C. T. Wade, having auspiciously arrived in the
country, offered his services to the Lord Bishop, and was
recommended to undertake the duty of Travelling Mis-
sionary in this District,—his Lordship having kindly un-
dertaken to furnish from funds at his disposal one half of
the amount of his stipulated salary. The Commitsee
readily entered into an engagement with this reverend
gentleman, and he accordingly commenced his itinerant
labours on the 1st October, 1836,—which he pursued
with great acceptance and success until the same peried
of the succeeding year. As the details of his Mission-
ary labours have been published in the “ Church” news-
paper,—a periodical designed to be a register of Church
operations in these Provinces as well asan advocate of
her general principles,—it is unnccessary to recapitulate
them here.

After the resignation of the Rev. C. T. Wade, the
Committee were unable to procure the services of ano-
ther Missionary until the 1st March, 1838, when the
Rev. W. F. 8. Harper, with the sanction of the Lord
Bishop of Montreal, entered upon the same sphere of
Missionary duty ; in which he persevered with much suc-
cess until the 1st November of the same year.
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Tho Rev. G. C. Street, having been ordained Deacon
in the month of June, 1839, by the Lord Bishop of
Montreai, was appointed to the itinerant charge of this
District, and entered upon its duties on the first day of
the following month. He still continues actively and
acceptably engaged in these duties; and the Committee
are gratified and thankful to learn that the good seed
which by this indefatigable Missionary is so industriously
sown, promises, by the divine blessing, to spring up into

an abundant harvest.

OFFICERS OF THE COMMITTEE.

PREQIDEVT *************_

The Vice-PresmenTs and StANDING CoMMITTEE the
same as of the Society for Promoting Christian Know-

ledge.
C ORRESPONDING SECRETARY, the Rev. A. N. Bethune.

TreAsvrer, Robert Henry, Esq., Commercial Bank.
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