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It 4s with pleasure and a sense of honour that

the Canadien delegation now introduces the resoclution
eontained in document L.1310.

As a member of the Fxecutive Coamittee of the
High Commissioner's Programme for Refugees we have always
admired the work of the High Commissicner, Though we are
mindful of the faect that primary and eontinuing responsi-
bility for coping with the refugee problem rests with the
host state, we have always regarded the High Commissioner
as a catalyst, as indeed he regards himself, and it is
with this in mind that we not only welecome him but also
songratulate him upon the exsellent work deseribed in his
report.

There is something espeeially poignant about
the position of the refugee, Mr. Chairman; and in this con-
nection I will do no more than quote the words of Mr.
Mohammed Sahnoun, Deputy 3Seoretary-General of the Organiza-
tion of African Unity. Speaking to the 13th Session of the
Executive Board, he desoribed as "shameful™ and "immoral®
the situation which arises "when a man, fleeing from natural
or politieal disaster, finds himself confronting other men,
and is told that he is not wanted™,
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'!‘urnihs to the m.;h ce-iuhur'a romt, lls
Ohairn.n, 1t 1s evident that the work %o be done 1- 8'6- ‘ ,
fold: first there is the matter of assistance to rbflgpiq
themselves; and, aecondli, there is the question of pro-
tecting them as a group within the receiving state. As far
as assistance goes, who n-;ng us will deny that the response
must be immediate? To the refugee, his situation is not
merely a “"problem", but a day by day, if not an hour by
hour, faet of life., Assistance may will mean the difference
between life and death. It is clear therefore that when
appeals for assistance are made to the Office of the High
Commissioner for Refugees that Office must be able to 6o~
ordinate a rapid and meaningful response without serious
shortages or inadequacies intervening. Thias will not be
possible, however, if provision is not made for the new
rise in the number of refugees, both in Furope and Africa,
referred to by Mr. Schnyder a few moments ago.

But the problem by no means ends with the pro-
vision of primary assistanee. This indeed is the major
task of the High Commissioner, but the guestion is wider.
Whether the refugee eventually returns to his native country,
or whether he remains a stranger within the gate, he must
be placed in a position where he ocan make his own eontribu-
tion, not just to his subsistance, but to that ascending
standard of dignity and well being to which we would all






agree he is entitled. He -nif be able to }pdk'tﬁfvhéﬂifo‘

an active and positive role whﬂo he rmim m thhut :
state., Hers tooc the inereasing incidense of ’.rns..,' |
problems, with its added burden on the faeilitiss of the

host countries and the speclalized agencies, ealls for greater
mobilization of rescurces and improved eo-ordinmation, if
only to maintain present levels of services.

Mr. Chairman, the High Commissioner has spoken
tc us today about the fundamental e¢hanges whieh have been
taking plesce in the astivities of his offiece, changes whish
have been dictated by the extraordinary demands of a dynamie
situation. He has described elogquently and olearly, if I
maey say so, what these changez are, and it is suffisient
for the Canadian delegation to say that the Office of the
High Commissioner for Refugees must be given sueh financial
flexibility as will allow it to adapt to new requirements
and new situations as they arise.

It is with these thoughts in mind, Mr, Chairman,
that we take partieular pride in co-sponsoring the reseolu-
tion before us today. This resolution is sponsored by the
following powers: Algeria, Canada, Colombia, Demoeratiec
Republic of the Congo, France, Greece, Iran, Senegal, Tunisia,
United Republic of Tanzania and Venesuela. It seeks to do
three things. First, it notes the inereasingly universal

character of refugee problems, both from the point of view






for norugocu and it roqnooto him to eontinue his hﬂllﬂiﬁ"i‘lily
efforts to assist in finding permanent solutioms: to lcnttll. :f;{ﬁ
the work whiech he has himself stressed of indueing and T
coordinating greater efforts by the states themselves, whish

are of ocourse the prineipal agents in the matter. Finally,
and this we believe to be very important, it invites states
members and members of the speecialiszed agenclies to inerease
their support so that the High Commissioner's Office will
be able toc continue its work and react to new demands being
placed on 1it.

In this eonnesction, I weuld like to recall that
the High Commissioner has told us that his aid budget for
1965 shows a defieit of over $500,000.00 and that next year
this figure may reach the level of $1 million, unless assistance
is fortheoming. It is this situation which has led my govern-
ment to increase by $55,000.00 United States dollars our total
annual contribution, which has now reached a level of
$325,000.00 United States dollars. I mention this, Mr,
Chairman, not because we are looking for kudes - that has
nothing to do with it « but because the inerease emphasizes
the serious concern with which we regard the finanecial d4if-
ficulties in which the office of the High Commissioner finds
itself.
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to Mr. Wu- for the wuﬁt mmﬁah hﬂ

made to the United Nations and to the world community in = et
particular. When the time comes to write the history of ¢
the refugee problem his efforts will bulk even larger than : ““_‘
they are now seen to be. We thank him and we wish him every
happiness and satisfaction in the new responsibilities that

lie ahead of him,

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.







