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TESTIMONY OF STATESMEN, JURISTS,
PHILOSOPIERS AND OTHERS

AGAINST TIIE DEATIL PUNISHMENT.

The lollowing valuable collection of opi-
nions relative to Capital Punishment we take
from the columns of the Universulist TWaich~
man, published at Montpelier, Vermont :—

‘ Sanguinary laws are a bad symplom of
the distemper of any State, or at least of its
weak constitution. Life is the immediate
gilt of God to man, which neither he can
resign nor can it be taken from him, unless by
the command of him who gave it.*>—Blad:-
stone.

¢ Let there be no rubties of blood.”>—Lord
Bacon.

“ Crimes are more efleciually prevented
by the certainty than the severity of punish-
ment.’— Becearia.

“Buclris the situation of the majority of

- malefactors, that their existence is” only a

melancholy combination of all kinds of
wretchedness.  In all such cases, then, the
dread of death has been ineffectual.””— Ben-
tham.

‘« The laws of the carly Christians prohi-
bited their adjudging capital punishunent,*—
DMilman’s Flistory, p. 356.

¢1 shall ask for the aholition of capital
punishment until [ have-the infallibility of
Luman judgment demonsirated to me’7—
Lafuyetie.

¢ The system (capital punishment) is wor-
thy only the rudest savages, barren in expe-
dients, and pursuing their object by the short~
est cowrse.”—Dr. Sonthwoud Smith.

¢ Whatever is worlhy to be loved for any-
thing, is worthy of preservation. - Blacks and
gibbets are the neayest objects with legis-
Iators, and their business is never with liopes
and virtnes.”>—ZLaador.

“1 am of opinion that hangine is an ad-
vantage ouly to the executioner who is paid
for putling men to death 'y if punishments are
intended for the benefit of society, they
should be uselul to society.”?—Monfuigne.

“T believe every thiel will confess that
he has sometimes ventured upon capital
crimes, becanse he knew that those whem
Lie injured would rather connive at his escupe
than cloud their minds with the lorrors of
his death.””—Dr. Samuel Johnson.

“1t were to be wished that iustead of cut-
ting away wretches as useless, that we tried
the restrictive arts of government. We
should then find that few minds ave so buse
as that perseverance cannot amend ; that
man may see his last crime without dying
ior it,>? ete.—Dr. Goldsmith.

-¢ We cannot be too cautions in depriving
our fellow-crestures of that which God alone
can give, and which, it seems 10 me, he
alone has the right 'to take away.—Dr.
Hooper,

‘It is vain to suppose that jurors will en-
force laws whicl are répuenin to the best
feelings of our nature.”’— Canning. -

“Itis most disereditable to any men in-
trusted with power, whenthe governed tarn
round upon their governors and say, Your
laws are so eruel or so foolish that wo e~
not and will not act wpon them.?>—Lord
Lrougham.

““‘The power over humun life is the sole

rerogative of Him who gave it. FHaman

aws, therefore, rise in rebellion agninst
tlis “prerogative, when they transfer it to
other hands.»>—Dr, Rush.

“ Laws which inflict death for murder are,
in.my opinion, as uuchristian as those which
justify “or tolerate revenge.~—Dr. Benj.
Franklin. ’

¢ In iy ey visits to Newsate T had

- formed no opinion upon eapital punishments 3
* bur'iny intercourse with the prisoners led to

didecided conviction of their evil tendency.”?
—=Llizabeth Fry. ce

% Let him who advocates the taking the
lifdof an'agaressor, first show that all other
means of safely arve vain ; then he will have
adduced an argurent in favor of taking life,

which will not: indeed be ‘conclusive, but.

which will approach nearer to couclusiveness
than @iy “thut has yet been adddeed.”—
Dymond,

¢ Pellow-citizens,—Your invitation to me
ta attend the anniversary meetings of the
Natioual and of the Rew York State Bocicties
for the Abolition of Capital Panislinent, is
duly reccived.  Under civeumstanees whieh
would admit of my atlendaucee, it wounld give
me great pleasure to meet you aud the miny
humane citizens who'will be in your city on
that noble occasion. My heart is with you.”
—Richurd 3L Johnson. :

“The principal, and in truth the only
plausible ground, whichadvoeates for capital
punishments endeavor to derive a right to
1o inflict them, is the anthority of the Saered
Scriptures.  But as the laws of Moses were
merely local in their opevation, it is vain to
attempt to justily enpital pnnislnnent under
their anthority. —Elishe Williams.

¢ Thow shalt nel £ill,> and € Thhoso shed-
deth man’s blood by man shall his Wood be shedy?
are laws found in the code of that people,
who, althoushdisposed and distrncted, trace
their history to the Creation. The fivst of
these pracepts constitutes a tenth part of the
jurispridence which God saw it to establish
for the government of all mankied, through
all senerations.  The latter, of less uuiversal
obligation, is still retained in onr system,
althougty other States, as intelligent and re-
fined, as seeure and peacelul, Lave substi-
tuted for it the more benimn principle that
sood shull be returned for ovil.>— W illiam 1L
Seword.

“The experience of maukind has fully
proven, that a largely biloody code of laws
has not been the most eflectual to prevent
crime; while the growing objuctions to
eapital punishment, and the positive refusal
of juries to gonvict, in many instances, warn
us that somd other remedy onght to be tried.”
—Cassius M. Clay. ; c

“The Stute teaches men to kill. If you
destroy 'the gallows, yon cairvy one of th
strong outposts of the Devil.?—T%eodore
Larker.

¢ it affords me muach pleasure to observe
that my own views on capital punishments
are the theme of the best men ol our nation,
I have, in every legislature of which I have
becn amember, pressed the subject, and used
every effort, publicly and privately to redeem
my country from this barbarous sin. As ap
advocate, I have neverreceived a fee for the
prosecution of one capitally charged, and
without reward T have defended, almost to
the utter prostration of my bealth, nine-tenths
of the capital cases of my circuit. ~ Asa judge,
I have condemned a convict to death, only Lo
besiege the executive chamber, several hun-
dred miles from the court, to obtain his pardon.
No vanity prompts that statement. No dis-
couragements, no scofl’ nor scorn, so help me
God, shall tum me back. If there is % God
in Justice, so alsois therea God in Merey.?>—
Judge Portery Prof. of Luw in Univ. of Alu.

“As it is now perfectly well established
that the private ¢ avenger?’ stays his hand
the more readily when the law ceases to deal
vengeance, and thatthe subject reveres God’s
image in his fellow man the more devoutly
when the law displays no longer to his view
its wholesale slaughters 5 as it is proved that
we need not vielale the Divine command—
Tnov suarr xor Kinn, in order to protect
sociely against the increase of crime; nay,
that the bleod we shed will but cause the shed-
ding of more blood, in an endless, vicious pro-
gression, is it not natural to pause, and in-
quire whether the struggle of onc of our fel-
low-creatures is a spectacle of so great a moral
beauty, such an exercise of the finer feelings
of nature, that society must provide for iis
occasional exhibition, a choice and privale
exhibition, now, even at the expense’of the
infinite evils which flow from it, as implicitly
as crime begets crime 2°*—Rober! Rantoul, Jr.

¢ 'The innocent and the insane have sulfercd
on the gallows ; and although this was not in-
tended yet'the best men in society upheld the
State in inflicting the punishment of death,
It is unfortunate, said they, if any bat the
guilly sufler ; but this punishment is hecessary
and righiful, and the State must be earefmlin
determining the question of guilt. Now, if it
should turn out that this mode of punishment
is- neither necessary mnor rightful, then the
sooner a Stale abstains from the murder of its
prisoners, and declares by the constitution that
it will so abstain, the sooner will it approach

the standard of rightful government.”>—FE. P.
Lluriburt.

“The time has passed when criminals were
looked upon as bound to make an alonement
for their offences, a3 if man should atope to
man, and not alone lo God. Tt is for us to
imitate God rather in his merey than in his
judgment*—Judre Edmonds.

¢ Gladly would [ co-operale with any so-
ciety whose objeet should beto promote the
abolition of every forin by which the life of
man be voluntarily taken by his fellow crea-
ture, man. T do heartily wish and pray for
the suecess of your efforts to promote the abo-
lition of capital punishment.”—J. Q. Adams.

“Thank God that [ have lived to see the
time whep the great truth at last begins to
find an utterance from the deep heart of man-
kind, earnest and clear, that all revenge is
crime 17— hiltier,

i ¢ Upon the practical abolition of the punish-
ent of death, totally and without reserve,
my views coincide with the advocates of the
measure.?—0* Conngll.

“ “Time and refiection have confirmed the
opinion cherished by me for many years, that
in our country at least, no just cause exists
for the infliction of death punishment, aad that
its abolishment will heveafter be looked upon
as evidence of the moral character of nations,
as they successively shall blot it from their
crithinal codes.”>—Vice- President Dullas.

“I have been about thirly years in the
ministry, and have never yet discovered that
the founder Christianity has delegated to man
any Tight o tuke away the life of his fellow
wman.?’—Futher Mathew.

_““What a lamentable thing it is to sce so
many Christian men and women strangled on
tl‘mTt cursed lree, the gallows.—Sir Edward
Cokz, - B

# Atthe present day, the infliction of capital
punishment is mainly ‘confined to the crime
of murders and it is on that aceount that the
chief difficulty is presented against its abo-
lition, It wiil not, however, take many words
to show, that if capital punishment i$ unsui-
table as a remedy for other descriptions of
crime, it is, above all, the most unfit to he
applied as a corrective in the case of homi-
cide 27 B, Sanpsoit.

“I have considered the subject (capital
punishmenty long, patiently, and carcfaily,
ou Bible principles, and T have deliberately
adopted the opinion that the death penalty
ought to be abolished.”—Rep. Jumes Murphy,
D. D. (Dutch Reformed )

“ Those who think that the law which takes
away human life should be abolished, contend
that this law conflicts with the spirit of the re~
ligion of Jesus Christ, and that it is not in ac-
cordance with his precepts.®—Iev, Hosca
Bdllow (Unicersalist.)

¢ The time is coming when it will be seen
that itis not our duty to hang men, nor ne-
cessary to do so for our own security, And
when that time comes, and the gallows shall
be aholished, we shall look back upon it with
the same horror with which we now regard
the auto-da-fe, or the trial by torture; and
our children will be astonished that such bar-
baritics could have been so long tolerated in
Christendom.”—Nev, Jus. F. Clurke, (Uni-
larian.)

“ The difficully of procuring capital con-
victions is increasing; and it is confidently
anticipated that capital punishments must
cease iu this country, if for no other reason,
because they cannot be carried into effeet.?—
Prof. T. C. Upham, D. D., Bowdvin Col.,
(Orthodox.)

¢ We join our voice in condemnation of a
system  (capifal punishment) barbarous “and
condemnable, and al once unworthy of the
religion we ‘profess and the civilization we
boast.*>—Rew. J. Mufit, .A. M., (Methodist.)y

‘¢ When I first approached the subject, I felt
perfeetly persuaded - that the punishment of
deatli inflicted by the civil magistrate, was not
only of Divine appointment, but of universal
obligation, It has been gradually and slowly
that this persunsion has been changed. That
it is an error, I have no longer any doubt.>>—
Rev. Henry Chrisimas, 4.M., F. R. S. (Epis-
copolian.) - ‘ - :

¢ T am well pleased with the opportunity of
singning the ‘petition for.(the “abolition of
capital punishment,) I feel well persnaded

ot Christ authorizing the infliction of capital
punishment,”—fRev. B. 1\ iFeleh, D. 0. (Bup-
tist. .

“)[t behoves, and well becomes the State
of New York to take the initiative step in this
wise and sacred philanthropy—the State from
whose example and lead have already pro-
ceeded two of the greatest relorms of the age,
namely, the temperance reformation and tho
abolition of imprisonment for debt; the State,
too, that has given ‘birth to many noble sons
who have advocated this reform, (the abolition
of capital punishment,) of whom two alone
need here be referred to—a Tomprixs and
Levingston ; and fo whose memories no
worthier monument could be erccted by a
proud and grateful country, thau the proposed
law. =’ Sullivan’s Report.

SOME MEN ARE UNITARTANS WITII-
OUT KNOWING TIHAT TIIEY ARE,

[From the New York CurisTIAN INQUIRER.]

In 1821 the controversy between Unitarians
and "Frinitarians wag perhaps, at its height,
Those of your readers, who had at that time
attained adnlt age, need not be reminded how
bitler that coutroversy was, at least on one
sids.

I had just then left the Divinity School at
Cambiidge, and came to New-York to preach
to the Church then recently gathered in the
ncat little chapelin Chambers street.  Ieould
fill the sheet, that now lies before me, with
an account ol things that were said and done
by the Octhodox, while I was in your city,
that evinced the suspicion or dread with
which they had brought theniselves to regard
Unitatians. “And yet it was not unfrequently
thie ‘case, in thatday, that we met with intel-
ligent’ men in the-bosom of “the: so-called
Evangelical Church, who, could they be pre=
vailed upon to venlure a statement of their
faith in ‘their own language, not using the
words of their creed, would {find themsclves
declaring opinions very much in accordance
with those denounced as heretical. Let me-
give you an example.

At the lermination of my first engagement
in Chambers street Chureh, it seemed good to
me fo occupy a few weeks, that were to
transpire hefore the commencement of my
second lerm of service, in visiting friends in
some of the Southern cities.
traveller then, and my recollections of that
journey are more distinet than of any that I
have taken since.  Questions of doubtful dis-
putation not unfrequently arose belween my
fellow travellers, which showed that the New-
England heresy had been pretly generally
heard of, though not understood.

On the morning that we started from Fred-
erickshurg, in Virginia, for Richmond, there
got mto the stage conch a gentleman between
lifty and sixty years of age, with a thought-
ful, inlelligent, but rather genial countenance.
We soon entered into conversation, which
anon became so ¢ free and easy,” that he
said with a significant intonation, “ I guess,
sit, you are from New England.?” To which
I prompily replied, ¢ T 7eckon, sir, that Iam.?
This led to & briel, but animated discussion
of the relative metits of our sectional idioms,
which ifit failed to improve the language of
either of us, evidently increased our mutual-
ly kind regards, ‘

Alter awhile, he said, « I hear there is an
important religious controversy going on in
your part of {he country.”® To which, of
course, [ assenled, at the same time exerling -
mnyself to suppress the emotion, which even
an allusion {o” the subject, at that time, very
naturally awakered in the bosom of a young
man, far away from that region where the
faith he held dear, was countenanced and de-
fended by many of the wisest and best.

The gentleman continued, I am a law-
yer, and so much occupied with the studies-
and labors of my profession, that I have little,
time for any reading, but such as appertains
to the law. I am, however, interested in re-
ligion. Trevere its authority, and acknow--
ledge. ils paramount importance. But as'L
have not had time to investigate thoroughly
the questions ir dispule between the differing
sects, I have thought it more fair’ for ‘me not
fo read the publications of ecither ‘side. 1

|that there is nothing contained in the gospel

:know not that I have ever.read a controver=

) e
I was a young

-

.
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sial book. 1t has seemed to me the wiser
course, in my situation, to devole what time
I have had to the eareful study of the Bible.
To this volume T suppose all Christian scets
appeal as an ullimate aunthority. 1 have
thought therefore that if T could learn what
the Dible teaches, T should learn the truths
“which make one wise unto salvation. Now
however, that I happen to be in tlic company
of one who has come, I suppase, from the
-nidst of a- controversy, that seems to be re-
garded as a very important one, [ shall be
much pleased to learn what are the precise
points at issue between Unitarians and Trin-
itarians,” . '

“#¢ It will 'be very agreeable to me, sir,>* I
roplied, # to answer your inquiries, but be-
fore T do so, allow me to hear from you a
fuil statement of your own religious opi-
nions.’?  He rejoined, ¢ Why do you wish
-me to give you a statement first; why not
as well afterwards 222 [ have, siry®? said
£, ““a gaad veason for pr 1z this request,
which 1 will give you, if it does not appear
‘hefore the elose of our couversation. 1
have never -before met with an intelligent
person, who could say, #s you have done,
that he had studied the sacred Seriptures
wlone in order to learn the doctrines and pre-
cepts of our religion. 1 am, therefore, par-
tienlarly carions to know to what canclu-
sions you have been brought.”?

He consented to gratify me, and after a
fuw minutes, evidently spent in collecting
and areanging his thoughts, he gave me, at
considerable length, a full and lucid state-
ment of his religious belief. He permitted
mie to auide him somewhat by my ques-
tions, iu the order of his exposition, so that
I drew from him his opinions upon all the
principal poiuts then in controversy between
** rational Christians > and ¢ the orthodox.*
When he had finished, 1-said to him, * You
will probubly be surprised, sir, at what [
am goingto tell you, })lll itis true.  You are
a Unitarian 1’

The announcement disconcerted him.
He was oflended j and his countenance fell.
I am disappointed,’” he said with con-
siderable emation.  “T took you to lLe a
gentleman and a Christian—teo serious-
minded to trifle upon a subject like this. I
did not suspect that you meant to entrap
me- [ thought you were one f{rony whom [
wight. draw Information upon a subject, to
whichJ have not been able to give any per-
sonal examination. ButI find [ was mis-
taken. Tam disappointed.*’

After a wminute’s silence, Tresumed. Tt
is not unaccountable to me, sir, that vou

-should ‘Le affected as yon are, by what 1
have told you. TYour displeasure shows
plainly.enough -how much .of ‘the current
prejudice.against Unitarianz, yon have un-
conscionsly imbibed. Althongh you have
not read any books of the controversy, it is
evident you have heard so much unfuvor-
able to Unitarianism, that you deem it a
reproach 10 have it said, that you hold that
form of doctrine. 1 .theught it might be so,
and that was the reason why I urged you to
give me your system of beliet” belove [
answered your iquiries. I wished that

. ~~your statement mixht be swholly unaffected

by a feeling of unwillingness to be found
.n the rank of the New England heretics.
I am a Unitarian—a preacher of Unitarian
-Christianity—and I do assure you that the
opinions you have just now expressed, are
very similur to those that I suppose to be
generally enteriained by.the people called
Uuitarians, or Liberal or Rational Chris-
tians.” 1 then went on to give him some
.aceount of the rise of the sect, then and
gince known by oue or all of the above ap-~
pellations. I stated to him the doctrines of
the Humanitarians, not at that time nume-
rous, of the Ariaus, who constituted the
greater portion of our sect, and of some other
minor subdivisions respecting the nature of
Christ. [ also stated to him the doetrines
of Pelagius and Arminins, with the opinion
of Dr. Priestly, and of the prominent Uui-
tarian divines of our own country, on the
nature and destiny of mwan. Ife usked me
many questions ; listened with great at-
tention and increasing kindness—until he
became pretty well satisfied that his own
opinions resembled very ncarly that of Arius
aud Arminius, or the opinions that were
then wvery generally held by the people
called Unirians,
¢ But, sivy” suid I, “as you do not know
me, 1 canuot insist upon your receiving my
statements us true. If you will fuver me
with your address, [ will ere long send you
copies of our best publications, that youmay
see for younrself what are the doctrines which
we are endeavoring to disgeminate.”  He
immedintely gave me the name of “Hon.
John Greene, Iredericksbura *  Je was a
Jadge, ir I remember correctly, the Chancel-
lor of Virginia. Our conversution had occu-
pied several hours, 'We soou after reached
Richmond, and there parted, to. meet no
more, on earth, R :
Immediately on my return to Baltimore,

M;r. Sparks kindly furnished ine with copies

-early Christians by the celebrated Pliny, he

of the-best tracts theu extant, and I seut
then to Judge Greenc. )

Some months afterwards, I received in
Boston, a very cordial letter from himy in-
forming me that he huad read the tracts, and
found his own views of diviue teath on the
whole woll expressed in them. We ex-
changzed several letters afterwards, respect-
ing the vducation of his sons, whom he pro-
posed to send to school in Massachusetis.
Bat his plans, and our correspondeuce, were
in the course of a year or two, terminated
by his death.

Here you have one instance of an intelli-
gent man, who had become a Unitarian
from the study of the Bible alone, and had
lived honored in the midst of an orthodox
community, without being suspected or
suspecting himself, that he held opinious
that were elsewhere denounced as a feacful
heresy. Nor was this, by any means, a
solitary jnstance of the kind within my own
acquaintance. And [ doubtnot, if we should
«o the country throngh, we might hear of
thousands of men and women who had lived
or are livine respected and beloved in the
bosom of orthodox churches, whose religious
opinions, when stated in their own plain
Tangnage, (divested of the techuicalities of
#the ereeds,®) would be found very similar
to the opinions of Unitarians,

S.J. M.

A HOLY LIFE TTIE MOSI PERSUA-
SIVE ARGUMENT.

For a short time after the ascension of
Christ, God wrought with his apostles by signs
and wonders ; but the arm of power was soon
drawn baclk-into heaven, and the work -of
propagating the gospel was then left to human
charity. Now there is nothing that tends so
much to retard the progress of the Christian
religion as the unholy lives of its professors ;
on the other hand, there is nothing so well
adapted to aid its propagation as the holy lives
and conversation of its professors. 7o show
this, we have only to glance at the history
and present state of the Christian Church.

The conversation of the Apostles was
worthy of the Gospel,  They were blameless
in the sizht of enemies as well as of [riends.
Malice itself could find no charge against
them, except that they were defenders of a
faith everywhere spoken against. Their
first disciples were imitators of them. ¢“.Sce
low these Christians love one another I was
the remark even of the Pugans concerning
them. = In an accusation brought against the

states that it was a part of their regular re-
ligious service o bind themselves by an” oath

to lead pure and honest lives.  While this
was the character of the Christian Chureh, it
grew in spite of the rage of the persecutor,

¢
The blood of its martyrs was a seed from which
sprang a most abundant harvest. The purity
with which the Christians lived, the fortitude
with which they suffered, the triumphant
hope with which they died, called forth the
admiration of their enemies, and often changed
them from-enemies to friends.  The very men
who bound the martyr to the stake often left
it Christians, The name of Jesus was, ere
long, preached throughout the then known

not to wallow in vices which we abhor even
to name. Betler that a few devotees should
crush themselves beneath Jugzgernaut’s ear,
better that a few widows shonld falt vietims
to their nuptial vows, than that our people
should be stained with such crimes as these
Christian sailors commit.??  The Alrican will
point with a tearful eyc and an aching heart
to the slave-ship, as she leaves his shore.
% There were men here,”” he wili say, “ not
long since, who tried to persuade us to become
Christians. That cursed ship was manned by
Christians. The religion of our fathers did
not teach them to send their prisoners of war
into bondage in a strange land.  These
Christians taught us this lesson, It is Christ-
ians who send their ships across the deep
hither, to lade them with the living spoils of
war and treachery. We want not the religion
of sitch menj; our own is better,” And to
those heathen who are so situated as to hehold
the internal state of the Christian Church,
what a picture must it present!  “Ilow can
they,” might an intelligent heathen justly
say, ‘“ how can these Christians call theirs &
religion of peace and love? Is it not rather
one of strife and dissension, of pride and
vain-glorying 2 When we go up to worship,
we reach forth the hand to every fellow-
worshipper, and should disdain to feast upon
a sacrifice of strife.  But these men quarrel,
and rail at each other, and abuse each other,
even in the temple of their God.  Let us keep
peace among ourselves, and not endanger it
by changing our religion.

Such are the wounds which Christ receives
in the house of his professed friends, HMis
avowed enemies have done his cause compa-
ratively little harm. That cause cun never
flourish, till these who call themselves his
friends are his friends indeed, and show them-
snlves such by keeping his commandments,
The word of God gives us reason to expect the
universal supremacy of Christianity. But
before that can take place, there must be a
revival of pure and undefiled religion through-
out Christendomn —all the inhabitants of
Christian countrivs niust exhibit such a con-
versation as becometh the Guspel; and then
the Gospel will have free course and be glori-
fied. Then every ainbassador, every travel-
ler, every sailor, will be a missionary of the
eross. Lhose who now sit in darkness will
not be long in learning that justice and truth
and mercy govern the hearts and lives of-all
whe dwell “in Christian lands, and they too
will court the beams of the Sun of righteous~
ness. DBut this moral renovation in (hristen-
dom is to he produced by individual effort, by
individual holiness. . Let ¢very one live as
the Gospel requires, and he does vastly more
towards the diffusion -of the Gospel, than he
Soult otherwise do, by bestowing upon bene-
volent objects all his time, or the whole of
his property, however large.—d. P. Peabody.

RELIGION AND SCIENCE.

The opinion that religion and morality
are revealed only in the Bible, and that
science is “ modless,”” has led to great prac-
tical evils, The religious world has, in con-
sequence, too mueh nezlected the feaching
of seicnee us the basis of conduet 5 and the
meu of science have tao wuch overlooked

world. Christianity soon mounted the throne
of the Cmsars, Butils elevation was a curse
to 1ts prosperity. Its  ministers, when they
put on purple and scarlet, dropped the garment
of righteousness; and, when they began to
fare sumptuously in kings® palaces, they for-
got the example of the meek and lowly Jesus.
Corruption and spiritual death brooded over
the church ; and then its borders ceased to be
enlarged, except by the power of the sword.
There was then nothing to draw unbelievers
into its fold. The conduct of Christians was
no better, and hence there was no reason to
suppose their faith any better, than that of the
surrounding heathen.  And from that time to
the date of the Reformation, hardly any ac-
cessions, except by force, were made from
Paganism {o Christianity. Since the Refor-
malion, the moral character of Christendom
has been constantly improving ; and the pros-
peets of the missionary enterprise have heen
in the same propottion constanlly brightening.

What is the greatest ohstacle to the
christianizing of the wotld? It is .he un-
christian conduct of those who call themselves,
or are called, Christians. Our North Ameri-
can Indian will peint to his while neighbars,
and say: “These are the men who first
tanght us the vice, and who gave us the
means, of intoxication. These are the men
who cheat us and lie to us, and teach us to
cheat and lie. They call themselves Chris-
tians, and want s {o he Christians too.  But
our religion nevertaught us to take advantage
of each ather’s ignorance, or to take by vio-
lence or fraud the property of those at peace
with us. Our great Spirit approves not of
such deeds nor of these who practice them,
nor will He permit his children to embrace
your religion.”” The Hindoo will point to the
Euaropean or American sailors, and say:
¢¢These are your Christians—men who blush

the religions element with which all science

is imbued.  One hears in many pulpits

God’s terrestrial creation, including man

himsell us he naturally exists, decried and
deagraded ; while, in the halls of seience, we
may study for years withoul hearing God
referred o as the fountain of the traths ex-
poutiied, or any practical inferences drawn
reoardine what they teach concerning His
will.  Muny divines are either too intens

upon the trnths of Scripture to study and
appreciate Nulure and her record, or they
are jewlous of her, There are, indeed, en~
lightened exceptions to the iruth of this re-
mark, but [ speak of the general charwcter
of pulpit teaching, The manof science, ou
the other hand, althouzh uet ignorant that
he is expounding the *“ doings of the Lord,?
is yet toe little alive to the practical natare
of the truths which he unfolds, us wuides
to human condnet 3 and he is also afraid of
irenching on the domain of the divine, and
perhaps of teaching something which the
lutter might regard as not alozether doctri-
ually sound. ITe will thrill our highest
faculties by his descriptions of the stupen-
dous magnitude of ereation, and demon~
strate to us one God, and ene law, mling in
every sphere. After having stretehed our
imaginations to their utmost limits, and
deeply excited our wonder and veneration
by these solemn gigantic truths, he will
direet onr attention 10 the minuiest inseet

and show us the same power, wisdom, :m(i
skill, employed in combining and regula-~
ting the minutest atom of matter to consti-
tute a living and a sentient being. Our
souls expaud and glow under such coutem=
plations. But here tlie man of science too
generally leaves us. He either does not
perceive, or is afraid to announce, how the
truths ol science bear a direct relation to

the human mind and body, and preseribe |
cerfain courses of practical aetion or re--
straint. Bvery function of the body, and
every faculiy of the mind, has prlobably
reeeived from the Creator a sphere of ac-~
tiow, as certuiunly defived and as wisely ap-
pointed as is the orbit of every planet.
Eacl is liable to aberiations by the disturb-
ing- influence of the other powers’; but
limits are prescribed to its deviations, and
connteracting forees are instituted to draw
it back into s normal course. Sound ex-
positions of these laws of mind and body
constitute at once science, religion, and
practical wisdom 3 yet how rarely are the
teachings of science thus applied!  Scien-
tific discoveries are employed with promp-
titnde and vigor to increase wealth, to im-
prove the arts of destruction, and to aug-
ment our sources of recrention and amuse-
meut, (1l proper in due season and propor-
tion) but they are too much shut out from
the schooland the pulpit as rules for human
conduct, and themes for human devotion —
Combe.

v ————— A ———

P58 Books may be obtuined on loan from the Unitarian
Coungregationn! Library, on application to the Lilrurian
after any of the publie services,
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SLAVERY.

THE BRITISH UNITARIANS AND THEIR AMERICAN
BRETHREN.

We have seen by the London Inquirer that
the British and Foreign Unitarian Association,
at its last Annual Meeting, which was held
at Hackney, in May last, had rather a smart
discussion on the subject of Slavery in con-
nection with American Unitarianism. The
topic was introduced in quite an unlooked-for
manner. 4. friendly invitation had been sent
by some of the Boston Unitarian winisters to
their brethren in Britain, te attend the ap-
proaching anniversary meetings of the deno-
mination in the capital of New England, A
notice of this invitation appeared in the Sec-
retary’s Report of the Brilish and Foreign
Unnitarian Association, which caused the en-
quiry to be more particularly made concern-
ing the source of the invitation itself. - It was
thought by some persons present, that no
invitation whatever should be accepted from
American Unitarjans, so long as they main-
tained their present position in relation to
slavery.

Now, whilst we are always gratified at sce-
ing a free and open testimony given against
the enormous evil of slavery, we are con-
strained to express our humble opinion that
the manner in which the Boston letter of
invitation, its signers, and indeed the Unita-
rians in general of the United States, wero’
spoken of by some of the gentlemen at the
Hackney meeting, was scarcely courteous or
just. It would have been better, we think, if
no formal orofficial notice had been taken of a
communication, in itself so perfectly friendly
and informal. = Tt would have been betler,
we think, if Dr, Tutton, of London, t6 wlom
it was addresscd, had replied to it, as Dr,
Montgomery did to that which was sent to
[reland. But since it was noticed, and the
topic of slavery introduced in connection with
it, we think that more discrimination should
have been exercised by some of the speakers.
From the tone of some of the remarks, a
person unacquainted with the circumstances
would be led o suppose that the British Unit-
arians had been invited to mingle with
¢ defenders and apologisers for slavery,’® and
in some way lo aid them in their very inglo-
vious work. But such an impression would
be entirely false. The American Unitarians,
as a body, are as decidedly anti-slavery in
sentiment as the British Unitatians are. They
differ, however, concerning the modes of

action o be adopted in opposing it. But the
British Unitarians do the sane., We have
attended several meetings of the American -
Unitarian Association, both special and geue-
ral, and we never heard a remark uttered of
a higher pro-slavery charaeter than one made
by Rev. Mr. Madge, at the late meeting at
ITackney. Yet we suppose nonc of our
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friends on the other side of the Atlantic would
‘consider Mr. Madge as leprous or unclean—
none, we presume, would style him a defen-

- der of Slavery, or an apologiser forit. And

if he is not, neither is Dr. Gannett of Boston
nov Dr. Parkman, both of whose names were
brought before the meeling.

But it swill be said, Did not the American
Unitarian Association, in 1846, cleet a slave-
holder as one of their Viee-Presidents 2 This
is true. But it does not deserve so much impor-
tance as some persons are anxious to atlach to
it. 'We can casily conceive how the avowed
enemies of Unitarianism, as well as of slavery,
could scize such a point, and ring the changes
on it ; but that those who should be friendly
towards the Unitarian faith, should dwell
upon it, and from “a cup so small?’ endea-
vour to draw forth as much  liquid black ?
as would cover the entire denomination js to
us a matter of surprise and pain.  The truth
is, that Unitarianism scarcely exists in the
Southern or Slave States. We suppose that
in the entive Slave terrifory of the Union
there are scarcely half a dozen organized
worshipping societies of our faith, Now it is
true that out of these few congregations there
are some who are subsciibers to the Arerican
Unitarian Association, aud have a desize to
obtain their very valuable tracts. In 1818,
there were fifteen Vice-Presidents chosen
and certainly the name of one of them was
taken from the South, svithout, as we
believe, any thought having been given to
the gquestion as to whether lie was a slave-
holder. Even the Reverend Samuel May
did not notice its This rentleman is well
Lknown on both sides of tiie Atlantic for his
open, cousistent, aud persevering opposition
to slavery; and therefore if it passed no-
noticed by him, it will surely be no great
streteh of charity to suppose that it passed
generally so.  Mr. May, we believe, con-
siders it unjust to affirm or presume that Dr.
Whitridgre of South Carolina was elected as
one of the Vice-Presidents with the know-
ledzre that he was a slaveholder.

By the new Constitution adopted by the
American Unitarian Association during the
present year, there are ouly two Vice-Pres-
idents,—one of whom is a clergyman, and
the other a lay gentleman,—botit of Boston.
The cry, therefore, can no longer be raised,
by [iiend or enemy of the Association,
aguiust “the holder of one hundred and twenty
slaves.””  We think it would be better,
both for the cause of Unitarianism and that
of Anti-Slavery, if our transatlantic friends
would be a little more eareful and diserim-
inating. The language of one of the speak-
ers, at the mecting at Hickney,—Mr. 1L C.
Robinzon, (whomn we do not know,)—seems
to us to border very closely on insolence in
point of tone, aud error in point of fuct.
Where are the Unitavian pulpits he speak.
of as having been diseraced by the presence
in them of the defenders of slavery? We
do not think he could substantiate his very
rash and very grave charge.

From the mamier in which the Ametican
Uuitarians are sometimes spoken of on the
other side of the Atlantic, the Unitarian
public there might naturally be led to sup-
pose that it was a common thing to find
among them those who openly defend or
apologise for slavery. Now we oursclves
can bear our humble testimony in this mat-
ter. We have had some intercourse with
American Unitarians. We have mixed with
clergy and laymen, with old and young,
and rich and poor, among them ; and we
never yet heard one voice to defend or apo-
logise for slavery. We have always heard
it deplored and condemued, when it was
spoken of. It is true they - differ in their
modes of action concerning it, All do not
take the same measures to oppose it. And
it is by not doing them the justice of making
this discrimination that some of the British
Uuitarians commit a great mistake. They
would have them all yoked in the same
fashion, and subseryient to the guidance of
a single rein- But Unitarians in general
will scarcely submit to this.  On this, as
o all other sulbjects; they will take -the -

berty of thinking for themselves and acting
according to their own notions.  And surely
they ought to be permitted to do so.

We think if our friends on the other side
of the Atlantic had a closer intercourse with
the Unitarians of the States they would uu-
derstand them better, and be better ena-
bled to do them justice. It is somewhat
remarkable that ou the very dey when the
American Unitarian Association was spoken
of at Hackney as if it were a pro-slavery
body, a resolution was introduced into one
of its meetings at Boston, condemning slave-
holding as a sin, which resolution was
passed. And before the paper had reached
this side of the ocean which conveyed the
intelligence of the Unitarian speaking so
unkindly, and as we conceive so nujustly
of his Unitarian brother, the testimony of
American orthodoxy was warmiy uttered in
his favor. The following paragraphs are
from the New York Evangelist, = well-
known journal of lugh orthodoxy :—

“ The American Unitarian  Association,
al its meeting during anniversary week,
added to the fuithful and explicit testimony,
aheady rendered by that denomination
against slavery, by adopting the following
resolution i—

* Resolved, That we believe staveholding to be
indireet opposition to the Inw and will of God, en-
tirely incownpatible with the precepts and spirit of
Cliristianity, and wholly at variauce with a Chris-
tizn profession.”

“ The Unitarians, thanks to the good in-
fluence of the noble-hearted De. Clanaing,
have, from the beginning, descrved the
areatest credit for their cousistent and man-
Iy ground in favor of religion, civilization,
and humanity against slavery.??

We have written the foregoing remarks
simply with the view of exhibiting, if pos-
sible, the necessity for diserimination on
the paut of British Unitarians when speak-
ing of their brethren in Anierica in connec-
tion with slavery, Of what use our writing
may be we cannot tell. Probably not much.
Possibly we shall be designed ¢ pro-slavery.’
But this will not greatly disturb us, since
we know that such designation would be
unjust, as it has been in many other cases.
We trust in God that slavery will seon be
abolished from the face of the earth. ~The
Unitarians of the United States have hither-
to taken the lead of all the other religious
aenominations of their own country in pro-
testing against, and opposing it. We hope
they will not slacken their efforts in so great
a work. We hope they will proceed more
vigorously than ever, towards the removal
of a system which offers the greatest pos-
sible insult to God, and the greatest pos-
sible wrong to man.

TUHE PREACILING OF CALVIN,

The following extract from the pages of a
work on the Moral Sense by Dr. J. A. Smit),
and published in New York, will enable us
to form some idea of what the preaching of
Calvin wasnol. The information it conveys
is ouly negative, to be sure, buot then it s
highly instructive. 1t appears that Calvin
in his time preached nineteen hundred and
twenty-four setmous, and not one of them
from either of the four Gospels! Sarely
Gospel Christianity and the religion of Cal-
vin must have been somewhat dJiflferent
things when he was so careful during his
whole career to keep them apart :—

Tt appears that, in about twenty years he
ruled Geneva, Calvin preached nearly two
thuusan ' sermons.  Of these, some twenty have
been printed ; while, of the vemainder, the texts
only have been preserved. And, of a uuth
with two, and only two barely possible exceptions,
these texts are remarkable.  They are as follow .

OLD TESTAMENT.
Genesis ceiesaner aees on -

Isniab .
Jereminh .
Lutentations -
Lzekiel..
Dunicel...
Bz oo
Jont. ..
Awaos..
Obadinh.
Jonulh.
Micah.

NEW TESTAMENT.

Aftsiiioeiaaioniansns
81, Paul, Ist Corinthinns <

b, @l (]
Do, Galatinns.. 43
Do. Thesswlonin 40
Do, Ist Fimothy coesierraenane BB
Do, 24 de. 31
Do, Mitlgaees vesvrssansnsvnane 48
683
1337
13

Nineteen hundred and ticenty-five serinons, and
nol one of them from either of the Gospels !

“ Now what may be the eftect produced upon
the minds of others, by this strange enumeration,
is more than 1 can say ; but, when first brought
0 my kuowledge, the emotion it excited was
one of unmixed amazement. I had not supposed
it possible, although, when connected with the
religious sentiment, false conclusions might, as
indeed I well knew they did, pervertand deaden
the Moral Sense, yet that they could, in addition,
as in the case of Calvin, so thoroughly chill all
the kindlier feelings of our nature. It had not
entered my imagination, that any man, viewing
with reverenece the Gospels, could preach, upon
an average, very nearly {wo sermons every
Sunday, for twenty years, without having even
his funey sufficiently warmed towards his fellow
creatures, by the exalied morality everywhere
diffused, and by the gushing affeetion bursting
from alinost every page written by the four Evan-
gelists, without being coerced, during the whole
of that protracted period, to hestow, at least, one
single solitary discourse upon Mathew, Mark,
Luke, or John.”

NEW YORK CHRISTIAN INQUIRER.

The Christian [uquirer will be furnished to
all new subscribers out of the city of New York
at the rate of one dollur a year. This is con-
siderably below the cost, but the Association
anticipates under this arrangement such an in-
crease of circulation as will justify this reduetion
of price.  Our city subscribers will understand
that the Christian Inguirer is nol a newspuper
speculation, and alins at no profits except the
diffusion of sound doctrines. In paying the
original subscription, they will regard themselves
as sustaining an important organ of Christian
truth, which for the present eould not survive the
withdeawal of any portion of their support. 1u
making a distincuon between eity and other
subscribers, we are governed by expediency.
We know ihat the extent of our circulation else-
where ‘depends upon the lowness of our termns;
we are convinced that our friends in the .city
would..not -he materially increased by reducing
the present reasonable rate. As our object is the
widest circulation, we fecl that every friend of
the enuse we advocaie will concur in the wisdom
and justice of this distinetion.  The moment we
can offer the fuquirer ta all our subscribers at one
dollar per annum, we shall do it; and a circa-
lation of 5000 copies would enable us to do this.
Will not all Unitarians feel the importance of
co-operting in this plan of distributing, iveekly,
through our country, 5000 copies of a religious
and theologieal tract having the variety and at-
tractiveness of a newspaper, to be read perhaps
by 25000 different persons? Send us in from
every parish, and from every isolated knot of
liberal Christinns, subscriptions to the Christiun
Inquirer !

We ent the foregoing paragraph from the
New York Christian Inquirery—a journal io
which we have before directed the atten~
tion of enr readers.  We know of no paper
which better deserves encouragement,—
whether we consider the disinterested spirit
in which it has been started, the extremely
low terms on which it is offered, or the
ability and judgment with which it is con-
ducted.  For the sum of one dollar a-year
we are oftered a superior religious weekly
newspaper, as large in size as the Montreal
Couricr, and containing a tare variety of
matter, calenlated to enlighten the mind
and improve the heart. Personally we feel
just now that we cannol go out and seek
subseribers; but it is not merely our will
that prevents us. We may, however ex-
press the wish that some of our friends in
this city would devote a few leisuie hours
to this ohject, and forward to onr spirited
co-laborers in New York City the names
and subscriptions of some dozen or twenty
subseribers.  'We think that quite %7 many
as we have named could be got for the
asking, and we think that those who should
subseribe would be amply recompensed.

Subseriptivns received at the Reading
Room of the Association, at the Bookstore
of C. 8. Francis & Co., 252, Broadway ; or
at 45, Irving Place.

All Orders, Communications, &e., to be
addressed (post paid) to ¢ Christian In-
quirer,”” and left at 252 Broadway.

OTICLE.

g7 The hours of Pablic Worship in the
Montreal Unitarian Church are—LLEvEN o'clock
uan., and Half-past Sgvex, p.an.

Persons desircus of renting Tews or Sittings
in the Unitarinn Chureh are requested to make
application to the Elders, after noy of the publie
services.

AT
€. BRYSON’S BOOK-STORE,
ST. FRANGOIS XAVIER STREET .

HE Entire Works of Winrram Erreny
Cuaxxzing, D.D.,in two volumes.

The Entire Works of the Rev. OrviLLe
Dewev, D.D., Dastor of the Church of the
Messiah, New York, one volume, 8vo. pp.
857.

A Coxyestary oN THE Four Goserra.
By the Rev. A. A, Livermore. .

Tur Essextial Farra or rie UNIVERS AL
Cuuncit, Deduced from the Saucred Records.
BBy Havriet Martineau.

La For ve L’Eerise UsiverseLLE 5 I)'-
APRES LEs Santes Eckirures.  Par Dlle.
Martiveau. Traduit de PAnglais.

Scriprure Proors anp Scriprurarn L=
rustrRaTiONs oF UNtramanism. By Johu
Wilson.  3rd Kdition, vevised and enlarged.

“ Tivery text eonnected with the Trinitarinn controversy
on both sides of the questiou, is noticed jn this voluma,
‘The book is divided into two purts, "Lhe tirst of these con-
tuins ¢ the Seripture ovidence of Unitarinnisin ; * thesecond,
tthealleged Scripture evidimes for TPrivitarianism.'  In
the first purt, besldes quoting the texts os they nppenr in the
nuthorised version, Mr, Wilson furnishes us, in muny casce,
with a variety of renderings, by seholurs of ackuowledged
emineiee ; and throughout the whole he presents us with
a series of, forethle nud pertinent remarks of his own. In
the second purt, hie not only cites the controverted texts in
full, but also gives « itlustrative tests* to throw light un the
meaning of the prowminent terms which appear in them,' —
Reston Christiun Examiner

Tie Coxcrssions or Trintrarians; being
a Sclection of Extracts fromn the most emi=
nent Biblicul Critics and Comnentators.
By Joiin Wilson.

the fuce, without ndecided sinking of the heart,—without
u gense of the ground, which he had tuken to be so solid
shrinking from under him,—without the involuntary cjucu-
Intion - ‘Bave me from iy friends!’ Tor here uro six
hundred puges of refutation of Trinitsrinpism, Ly Lrind-
tarinns themselves, drawn from over two hundred emminent

of extracts from celebrated orthodox writers of ol ages of
the church, in which they hnve havegiveu Unitarian expo-
sitions of ‘rinitarinn proof-texts.  And it appenrs, from ex-
nmining the work-—what, indeed, hus ofien been loosely
asserted-—that there is nutone out of all the passages in the
Biblebrought forward in support of thedoetrine of the Tri-
nity, which, by one or more "Vriniturian writers, hns not heen
given up to their opponents, ns ndmitting of requiring n Uni-
tariun interpretation. Here, thereture, we have a perfact
srmoury of weapous for the destruction of the Great Ercor,
rurnishcd by the believers and defenders of the error theme
selves,”

HisToric aAxD ARTISTIC [LLUSTRATIONS OF
tue TriNITY; showing the Rise, Progress,
and Deeline of thz Doctrine, with Elucida~
tory Engravings. By the Rev. J. R. Beard,
D.D., of Manchester, England.

Pravers for the use of Christian Families.
With a Preface recommending the Practica
of Family Worship.
Porter.

Lrctunes o CuristiaN Docrrine. By
the Rev. AL Peabody, Pastor of the Sonth
Congregational Chureh, Portsmouth, N, H.

Tue Avorocy or tne Rev. TiHroPHILUS
Linnsay, M. A., on resigning the Vicarago
of Cutterick, Yorkshire.

Tur: REMONSTRANCE OF A UNiTaRIAN. Ad-
dressed to the Right Rev. Thomas Burgess,
D.D., Lord Bishop of St. Davids. By Capt.
James Gifford, R. N.

Love, not of Wrath.
Worcester.
_ Lrrrers ADDRESSED To RELATIVES AND
Friesps, chielly in Reply to Arguments in
Support of the Doctiine of the Trinity. By
Mary 8. B. Dana, author of the “ Southern
and Northern Harps,” ¢¢ The Parted Family,”?
&e.

Tur REcoLLECTIONS oF JoTilAM ANDER-

bridge University, New England.

Seraons. By the Rev. F. W, P. Green~
wood, D.D., Minister of King’s Chapel, Bos-
ton, "In two volumes.

Greenwood, D, D.
JUST RECKIVED,

A SUPPLY OF .
“ WARE ON THE FORMATION OF THE CHRI8-~
TIAX CHARACTERS" :

* We cannot gonceive n Trinitarinn looking this book in

writars of thut denominntion,  1n other words, it is nvolumo

By the Rev. J. Scott -

Tue Aroxixg Saerrrice—a Display of-
By the Rev. Noah-

son. By the late Rev. H. Ware, Jr., of Cam-~

A CornrcTioN oF PsarnMs AND meui
for Christian Wouship, By the Rev. F. W. P,

);‘g
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. Iflike him ye overcome.

THE BIBLE

CHRISTIAN.

Mogtrd.

JESUS KNOCKETII,

Belold T stand at the door uud knock.—TRev. iii. 0.

Verily 1sey unto you, innemieh as ye have Jdone it unto
one of the lenst of these wmy brethres, ye'bave done it upto
me.—St. Matthew, xxv. 40,

Let your lamp be trimmed and burning, -
Tover waiting for the Lord,

Standing ready when he knocketh,
Listening to obey his word,

Know ye not the holy influcuce,
‘T'hat shall new create the earth?

"T'is the angels' peaceful chorus,
Chanted at the Saviour'a birth.

Jesus knocketh—when the weary
- Travel-waorn, and wasted one,
Asks for rest, md food and comfort,
While his lingering sands may run—
Listen to his carnest pleading,
Chirist himself hath said 1o thee,
“ 1 ye help my weary brotlher,
Ye have done it unto me.

Jesug knocketh—when the sinner
Bowed with grief he cannot bear,
Seeks some gentle human bosom
To aszuage his weight of care;
Ye in weakness tread the pathways,
Where this lone one stumbling fell,
Streteh a friendly hand to uid him,
For he iz a brother still.

Jesus knocketh——when the prisoner
Begs of you to give him light,
Iesh and sonl, by sin and error,
Bound in chains of darkest night,
Jesus speaks in tones of anguish,
& By my stripes T made him free,
Will ye slay again your Saviour,
On the Cross of Calvary

Jesus knocketh—when the warrior,
Soiled with streamns of human gore,
From the field of carnuge carried
Fights in dreams his battles o'er,
Pray-—that swords be turned to plonghshares,
Tumults, wars, and fighting cease,
Nation rise not against nation,
But all hail the Prince of Peace.

- For the last time, Jesus knocketh—
Death is near, the goal is won;
Ye shall sie with Christ in heaven

And as odors from the flowerets
Long remain, though hues decay,
So 1he wnfluence of your labor
Will not pass with life away.

SPEECH OF SIR FRANCIS LE IIUNTE,

As Chairman of ‘the late DMecting af the Trisu
S Ustraniay CHEISTIAN SocieTy, held in Dublin
on the 9th of Muy last.

Dear Cliristinn Friends, (for sneh I trust
-ou will pennit me to address you,)—You
{uwe, in the absence of the President of the
Irish Uunitarian Christian Society, placed me
in a situation which, however honourable, [
should, us a stranger, have deelined oceupy-
ing, were it not for the assurance which T
feel that T shall receive from you the kind
consideration due ta a Chrstiun brother and
fellow-lubourer in the good work of propa-
gating the great truths which distinguish us
as.a body, and which, bowever oppused by
superstition and bigotry, we believe, and, 1
trust, know, by our own personal experi-

much more, in our lives, at all times, give
abundant evidence that we hold fellowship
with God, the Father of our spirits, aud with
his Son, our Saviour and Redeemer.  1lav-
ing received into our hearts, as we hope and
believe, the faith onee delivered unto the
siints, let us contend for ity as God®s dear
children, with only those weapons which
the armory of love supplies, and which the
wisdom which s from above will allow ns
to handle. I cannot conclude this brief
address withont oflering a few words of ad-
vice to the voung persons who heur me.
Allow me, dear young friends, in a spirit of
gentleness and love, to urge upou you the
calm yet eamest cousiderition of the oreat
truths which distinguish the Unitarian Chris-
tian body, to whieh, I presume, most of you
belong. Be assured of the vast importance
of correct views of divine truth, in its widest
siznification, as respects the character of
that great Being who created us in his own:
image, who sustains us by his power, and
whose presence, if we arve to ctjuy true
Liappiness, we must at all times feel. Is ity
dear.younyg friends, a matter of indifference
whether the God whom you love and wor-
ship, whom you regard as the Creator and
Ruler of the world, in which you live, and
of the vast uuiverse which you behold—is
it a matter of inditference, 1 would ask you,
whether this Almighty Being is regarded
by you as a God of tufinite love, whose
merey endureth for ever, or as a jealous and
vengelul God, who condemns countless wmil-
lions of his rationul craatures 1o endl
excruciating torments 7 No, of all the in-
portant trothe revealed 1o us, this is the most
tmportant, that the God who made us is our
Father, and that “like as a Father pitieth
his children,® so the Lord our God * pitieth
them that fear him.>? Amain—Consider, |
pray you, what an important intluence it
must have on your peace and happiness
throush life, whether yon regurd the lovely
creation by which yoo are surrounded as
abiding and suilering under God®s curse,
aud maun, as born the heir of a corrupt and
fallen nature, which can only be restored ta
the divine image by a mysterions operation
from withont 3 er whether (which I believe
to be the truth) the world in which we
dwell is no less replete with manifestations
of its Creator’s wizdom and love, than it is
with forms of benuty designed to ravish our
hearts, and to elevate and ennoble our na-
tures; and man, as placed in “this great
theatra of action, that he may, by a rigit
use of his powers, originally given him tor
this end, become, day by day, so purified
in heart and life, as to be finally a it in-
habitaiit of that better country, a happy eiti-
zen of that glorfous eity whose Builder and
Maker is God,  Prove all things, hold fast
that which is good, avoid all appearauce of
evil ; especially avoid, as yonu value your
peace of mind, aud as you love virtue, ap-
pearing to be other than what you veaily we;
hypoerisy is the blight of the souly do
g its heauty, and polluting the sonrees
its purest joys.  When circumstances ye-
guire ity make a candid and mauly confes-
sion of your fuith, whatever may be the con-
sequence of deing so.  Finally, my dear
young friends, whatsoever thiugs are true,
whatscever things are honesty, whatsoever
things are just, whatsoever things are pure,
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever
things are of good veports il there be any

enee, to be all-powerful in promoting “ glory
to God in the highest, and on earth peace,
good will toward men.” Whilst wo frecly
and eheerfully yield to onr fetlow Christians
of other denominations, the praise and hon-
our which are their due—whilst we adimit
that they have, cach of them, such alimpses
of divine truth as produce much of human
happiness and virtoe,—we are peesuaded iu
our own minds, by ourown experience, that
the coneeptions which we have, as Unitasian
Christians, formed of the attributes of God
are so clovated, so pure, so free from degrad-
ing superstition, that to disseminate theimn is
a doty which we owe to our fellow-men,
wud the fulfilnent of which we eannot de-
cline, if we wish to preserve our own inward
peace, our consistency as lovers of fruth,
and the character \v?}iuh belongs to the
children-of God and the disciples of Jesus.
Far from us, dear Christinu friends, be the
indolence and indiflerence which would
lead us to decline, through good report and
throngh evil report, bearing our cheerful
testimony to the gladdening truths whlch_wc
liave received @ a testimony which requives
cach of us, my Unitarian brethren, to be a
Burning and a shining light, so that they

who differ from us may, by seeing our good-

works and lzbours of love, not enly plority
our Father whicly is in heaven, bat be led
1o inquire into the true character of our pure
and simple faith, at present little understood,
and, in congequence, much reviled.  In the
present state of society, the silent teaching
of a good 1nan’s life most efleetively recom-
sends the faith by which lie is gnided and
governed,—~may we, dear Christian {riends,

virtue, and if there be any praise, think on
these things, and the peace of God shall be
with you. Tn conclusion, dear Christian
friends, partakers; T trust, in one common
fuith, sharers with me in the same joys and
hopes, permit me, in the midst of you, to
express the warm attachment which 1 feel
to the doetrines which we, as Unitarian
Christiaus, profess to believe; doctrines
which culightened reason approves, and
which auimate the best uffections and sym-
pathiesof the hewt 5 doetrines which, whilst
they frec us from a fearful thraldom, open to
us such of views providence and love as fill
our hearts with joy and peace in believiung
thern,  Let me add, dear friends, that to
lue these doetrines we mast, ineery truth,
belicve them, aud so believe themn that they
form n purt of oy inner being.  Be it ever
kept in mind that the & Negalion of error is
nol enough o sccure aliving foundution for
the truth.” 'To have rencunced eror is
muech, but not enoughj far from it, many
have done so who arve now living without
Cod in the world, having neither faith nor
hope. May we, dear fl'l(:llds', uever rest
satisfied with the miere negation of error.
Trath, lovely and iinmortal, il}viles us to
seareh after her in the book of revelation,
in the book of natare, in ourown hearts, and
in every way by which she reveals hersell
to those who dilizeutly seck hor.  May God
guide us unto the knowledge of all troth
and may we, by a holy life, devoted to his
service ind tothe advancement of the dearest
and highest interests of our fellow-men, so
recommend the truths revealed to us, that
athers may be stimulated diligently to seek

with our lips, when opportunities offer, and,

this pearl of great price!  Amen.

RELIGIOUS REFORM ON THI CONTI-
NENT O EUROPL.
“1TE PROTESTANY FRIENDS.”

The following passage from Dr. Beard’s
Essay on Anti-Trinitarianism in Germany
will convey to our readers an idea of the
Progress of Religious Reform in that conntry.
The ¢ Protestant Friends” it will be ob-
served are an Associntion of Religious Re-
formers :— :

At the head of the ¢ Protestant Friends »
stands the Pastor Uhlich, of Pémmelle, near
Schonbeck, in the Graud Duchy of Saxony,
who, in the Spring of 1841, invited scveral
brethren in the ministry to meet with him
periodieally, in order to take such mensures
as might scem best fitted to counternet the
cliorts of the partizans of rcligious renction,
and secure for o seriptural ” and  rational
Chrigtianity the development it needed,
and the reception it deserved, The first
assembly took place at Gnadan, on the
20th June, 1811, when sixteen clergymen
assembled.  Another meeting wasappointed
for the ensoniug Michaelmas, to be held at
Halle, wheu the number present mmounted
to fifty-six. From this time two meetings
took place yearly at Kéthen, at which the
uumbers rose, by demrees, 1o above two
thousand, composed of laity and ministers
of religion, who evjoyed equal privileges in
ariginating and supporting measn ad
putting forth  opinions.  These periodical
mectives, the proceedings and speeches m
which ware speedily disseminated throngh-
out Gernny, produsced a great impression
on the public mind, already to a great ex-
tent prepared to renounee the shadowy forms
of wdeceased orthodoxy.  Its friends, how-
ever, grew  alarmed, aud began a very
vigorous, unsparing, and, in zoine respects,
unserupulous attack on the maintainers of
this etlort for a popular religious reform
in the Protestant Chureh, enploying hard
words, anathemas, wnd dennneiations, as
well as argumemts. The power of the state
wus invuked against the mis-believers, aud
even the immueiiate sueeour of Heaven was
implored.  In the Frvangelischen Kirchenzei-
{ung, Guericke deelared the € Protestant
ifriends *? enemies of the Chareh, and de-
manded against them the interveution of the
magisttate.  Supported by this authority, a
clermman at a Missionary Meeting held in
Berliny June 6ih, 1841, proposed that, in the
name of the ** Trinbe God,* they should be
excluded f{rom the Church.  The motion
was Jost. On’ the next day, after 2 violent
speech against them, made by another
minister, the whole assembly threw them-
selves on their knees, and praved for he
conversion of their peceant brethren.  This
new species of argument found aceeptance,
and wus speedily imitated in many places,
by small kunots of orthadox believers. Toen
clergymen pat forth at Neuhaldensleben a
speeies of excommunication.  The excite-
ment rose to o great heisht. Yet the ma-
jority, both of elersy and laity, kept them-
selves free from Trinitarian contagion.  This
was proved at the Synods of Prussian clerg
men, which tvok place in the year 1841,
At Mamdeburg, out of 179 ministers, 150 de-
clured for the New School, and only 20 for ar-
thodoxy.  The meetings of *“the Friends of
of Light?®? became more frequented, more
animated, and mere influential. An as-
sernbly, held May 15, 1843, wis so numer-
ous (from two 1o three thousand), that it was
adjourned to the open air. Herr Ublich
brought forward thirtcen propositions whick
coutained the principles of the new Reform,
The numbers and respectability and social
weight of this assembly, gave greal en-
conragement and a new impulse to the
¢ Protestant Friends,” who forthwith shewed
much activity and untiring zeal in holding
district meetings.  Meanwlhile, Govermment
bhad grown uneasy; and at lenath, en-
couraged by their othodox assailants, issued
its probibition, commanding the Reformers
o d from these popular manifestations
of their sentiments, puwer, and deterntina-
tion. The lust asseibly was beld at Asse,
a hill in the Duchy of Brunswick.  'This iu-
tervention on the part of Prussia and Suxony
was met by obedience and protests.  Uhlich
and his associates turned all their energy to
the Pr which is now their chief arm in
the warfure aguinst religious corruption.
During the controversy, the established
Confessions of Fuith liave heen bronght for-
ward, on one side with the intention of en~
forcing their authority, on the other for the
purpuse of showing their contrariety to Serip-
‘ture, and, in conscquence, their invalidily.
“'he most important position of the Umu\‘n_-.m
party is, that in these Conlessions of Faith
the Scripture is set above all human decla-
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Christian tmthe  Thustl.e Smalkald ‘ArLiu]cs
(ii, 2, 308), declare ¢ the Word of God shall
determine points of faith, apart from which

rations, and.declired to be the ouly test of |-

no one, not even an angel, shall have any
authority 3>* and € the Formmulurly of agree-~
ment?? saye, “the Holy Sevipture remains
the enly judiy, vule, and test, according to
which, as the sole touchstone, ought and
must all doctrines be learnt and deter-
mined.”?

WIIAT IS PREACIIING ?

What is preaching ? is a question to which
there would probably be as many replies as
to, What is truth?  Alnost every minister,
and almost every man, has his own taste, and
his own standard, and his own weight, and
his own menasnre onthis subjeet.  Oue man
thinks, that to preach means accurately to
divide a given topic, logically to illustrate
it, and to observe a perfect but cold propricty
through the various steps and stages of tho

discourse. This is the mechanical plan of
preaching.  Another imagines preaching to

be the exposition of a particular passage of
seriptuve, bringing out from it all that is in
ity and notning more, This is the textual
idea of preaching,  Another eares not a
straw for w sermon, if it do not contain a
train of rigid araumentation, diversified by
occasional barsts of party rage, and strong
squirta of 1he odiwm theologicum.  Thisis the
polemical idea of preaching.  Another likes
uo preaching but what contains a string
of appeuls and gueries and adjurations,
unconnected with principles, unsupported
by reasouings, and loose as a rope of sand.
This is called, though falsely, practical
preachinzg. Another wants a sermon to be
a series of eleetrical shoeks~—one burst fromn
beainning to end 3 the clouds returning after
the rain, and uo cotton so thick, and no con-
seienee so hard as to exclude’ or resist tho
perpetual tumult, This is the elap-tiap
idea of preaclting.  Another wants Howers,
whether natural “and {resh from the sil, or
artificial and faded, it does not matter: if
he do but get flowers, aud hear them rostling
about his ears, in the brecze of Lrillinut de-
clamation, he is quite satisfied, whether
they keep him languishing!y awake, or lull
him intodreary repuse.  This is the florid,
or Corinthian iden of preaching.  Another
15 content with exclamations: he is not
PMeased unless every ather sentence besin
with Ol the interjection Al, has 10 Lim a
peculiarly pathetic sound : it scems 1o melt
into his widrifl like snow 3 and that preacher
wonld be his Magnus Apollo, who should
say, ¢ Oh, we remark in the nest place,”
This is the imerjectional idea of preaching.
.r\l']()lh(;‘[‘ destderates chiefly delivery: no
minister is a favourile unless lis voice he
musieal, and his anitude smack of tha
boards 3 wnless he indulge in a profusion of
studied declamation, pointing to the four
winds when he pames them, and Jayine
his haud gemly on the heart, when ho
wishies to indicate that interesting orean,
This is the materiul or Anthropomorphie
idea of preaching.  Another judees of a
sermon by its length, and likes it, either
beeawse it is an hour, or becanse it is only
the half of the time. This ix the arith-
metieal idea of preaching.  One mun abuoses
a sermon, becanse he does not understand
ity apother aduiires it, -because he does un-
derstand 1t 5 and a thivd adinires ity beeauso
lie does not understand it One wan con-
stantly asks, ere giving his verdiet, What
dothe best judges say 7 Another, with some
Tuvourite model in his eve, says, What s
this tolTall, or Chaluiers, or Thomson?  One
man ikes a discourse to be as [ull of idens
as a pudding of plums.  Another prefers a°
sermornt in whicl the gold, or even the brass,
is beat so thiny that it trembles before the
zephyr. A third likes one great general
idea to pervade a sermon, and to gather
round it, by the foree of attraction, a host of
illustrations.  One likes a discomrse endlessly
subdivided, all hedgesand ditches. Another
wauld have it limitless, free and uwuen-
closed, as a moor or a mountain. Oue
wishes it to be gemmed with Seriptare, and”
with nothing else. Another likes 1o see the
Cairogorm pebbles of earthly poetry spar-
ingly intermixed with the inestimable jewels
of celestial song.  One would hem a sermon
in “within very strait-laced limitations,
Another wounld allow it o wide and varied
range ; to draw illustrations from the meanest
and from the loftiest ohjects—(rom the flower
and the star—rrom the ant and the leviathan
—from the glow-worm under the hedge, and
from that final conflagration which shall
whelm the universe in billows of fire. And
0 on, ad infinilum.~—Geo. Gilfillan.
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