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THE LOST }OUXD.
LuxE xv.

A lost sheep knows not whither it is
going : it cannot 1rack its way : it is be-
wildered and helpless.  Nor is it sensi-
ble to allits danger. It has a sense of
its danger. It may often be alarmed.—
It is afraid, and it makes known its feel-
ings by its cvies. It is wretched It
gazes around it, and finds no help. It
s in danger of perishing for hunger—or
falling into some pit, or over some beet-
fing precipice—or of being devoured by
some beast of prey, of becoming the prey
of the twolf; the lion, or the bear. And
such 18 descriptive of our state by na.
ture  We are astray, away from God.
We arc wandering in sin.  We know
not whither we arc going. We may
have some sense of our danger, but we
know not the full amountof'it. We sce
not the yawning pit which is ready 10
receivo us: Wwe sce not the dangers
which encompass us—the snaves, the
temptations, the evils which beset us.—
The sinner is miserable : he is wretched.
He has no solid peace—mno abiding or
satisfactory happiness. His soul bas no
resting place—no fold—no security, it is
il at case even amid its enjoyments: it
is disquieted and alarmed. Nor can he
recover himself The lost sheep cannot,
of itself] find its way back to the fold : it
would wander on till it perished. So
the sinner cannot find his way back to
happiness and to God. 1lle would wan-
der on for ever: he wouldstill continue
in sin, preferring the evil to the good,
departing farther fiom the living God.
His ignorance would lead him to wan-
der: his very perverseness would lead
him to wander: he would prefer the
evil: he would not choose to return

to God: he would rather goon in his
sins, till he be plunged into the pit
of destruction. Meantime, the storm
of divine wrath is ready to burst ov-
er Lis head. Just as the pitiless tem-
pest may assail the sheep that has
wandered from the fold, so the wrath of
God is ready to overtake the sinner—
And all the powers of darkness are seck-
ing his destruction. Satan goeth about
as a roarng lion seeking whom he may
devour. The old serpent, the devil, is
ready to sting him—to inflict his ve-
nomous bite. Every tempiation with
which he is plied is an enemy of his
soul, is like a beast of prey. Ifell and
destruction yawn before himj and how
much danger is there that bt may fall
into the devouring abyss !

Or, our state is like that of the lost
coin. A lost pizce of money is of no
use to its ewner It does not serve bis
purpose It may be recovered, but while
it is lost it is uscless. So are we lost to
our Creator, of no use. e do not ful-
{il the purposes for which we were creat-
ed.  Our soul is lost to God. It is no
fitter for the purposes for which God
made it, than a lost coin is fit for ex-
change or purchase. Those powers of
reason with which God has endowed us
are cmployed upon every object but that
which they were created chielly to con-
template and admire.  They are sel-
dom, if ever, turned upon God or things
divine. They are conversant chielly
about meaner themes. They are exer-
cised often about the most worthless ob-
jeets. It is the description of the wicked
that God is not in all their thoughts.—
They can think about every thing but
God : they studiously exclude Limn from
their thoughts. Then, our aflcetions are

’



a0

not fixed upon their properobjects. We
do not love God. Till it is changed the
carnal mind is enmity against God, for
it is not subject to the law of God, nei-
ther indeed can be.  All our desires and
affections are carthward—set upon the
world, or upon sin. 'We are useless for
good. We do no glorify God—the
grand ohject for which we were created.

Or, we are like the younger son in
the parable, who demanded of his father
the goods that fell to him, and on his re-
ceiving his portion, went into a far coun-
try and wasted his substance with riot-
ousliving. When he had spent all, there
arose a mighty famine in the land, and
he began to be in want. 1le then weunt
and hired himsclf to a citizen of that
country, who sent him into the ficld to
feed swine. And so abject was he, so
poor, so miserable, that he would fain
have partaken of the very husks which
the swine did eat. Such is no exaggera-
ted description of our state, as sinners.
Did not our first parents demand of God
the portion of goods which fell to them ?
Did they nc! exhibit a similar spirit to
the youngerson in the paratle ? They
claimed a right to use the faculties which
God had given them, in their own way,
for their own purposes, for their own
pleasure. They would be as gods, know-
mg good and evil. They would be in-
dependent.  They would take what
would administer to their gratification.
‘They thought not of God at the time, or
their own will was paramount to his:
they set their own will above his.  “And
when the woman saw that the tree was
good for foed, and that it was pleasant
to the eyes, and a lree o be desired to
make one wise, she took of the fiuit there-
of and did eat; and gave also unto her
husband with her, and he did eat” —
There was the demand : « Givz me the
portion of goods which falleth tome”.—
The will of the creature rising superior
to the creator——the son wishing to be
independent of the; father—striking ont
a path of his own, going after his own
objects, secking his own pleasure. Did
the portion of goods actually fall to him,
or did it not depend upon his father’s
will whether it fell 1o him or not? In
one sense the portion did fall to him : the
goods were his own. In another scnse
the portion did not fall to him: the goods
were not hisown., Now, exactly so is it
with those faculties and endowments
which God has conferred upon his crea-
tures. In one sense they are theirs, in
anether they are God’s.  They arc ob-
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viously not theirg, to be employed as
they please.  They must be employed
for the purposes for which they were
bestowed, and not in direct onposition to
the bestower. Man had no rig..t to say,
beeause he was created with sueh and
such faculties: 1 can employ them as 1
please: I can covet what I olease: I
can will what I please : I can think and
act as I please. The moment that a
thought entered Adam’s heart which he
knew to be contrary to God’s wiil, it
should have been discarded. e should
have eatertained no desire which was
contrary to the will or command of God.
The moment that he did so he had sin-
ed, he had fallen. Then ho wentinto a
far comntry—a far country jndeed!—
estranged from God—away from him
—as far from God as ecvil is from
good, as alienation is from friendship,
as hatred is from love. Ile went
into a far country, where he had no
master, where he was his own .master,
where he might do as he liked, where he
might follow his own will, where he
might grtify his own pleasure, pursne
his own fastes, live for himself, and by
himself, “without God in the world”. Ah!
this is what man did. *Give me the
portion that falleth to me”.  Let me use
my faculties as I please. Let me have
my own will, my own plcasure. Let no
restraint be upon my theughts, my pas-
sions, my actions—no parental restraint
—no control, whether of a father’s love
or of a father's authority. And he went
his way. Ile left his father's j1 scace,
his father’s house, a father’s tenderness,
and a father’s affection—and settled at a
distance from his home—at a distance
from God, and from heaven, and from
the endearments of the Divine love, and
the advantages of the divine intercourse
and counsel and protection. And what
did he do there ? What does man now
do as a sinner? Ie spends his sub-
stance in riotous living—not in a literal
sense, but in a spiritual sense—wasting
his faculties, mispending his powers,
casting away on the most worthless ob-
jeets the treasures of his affections—em-
ploying them all on his own selfish or sin-
ful gratification. Is itnotso? To what
waste are all our powers put? To what
objects are our affections devoted? Isnot
sclf, is not sin in them all? Some may
go farther than others in sin, in intem-
herance, in sensuality, in godlessness—

ut all are away from God, and pursu.
ing their own objeets, gratifying their
own desires, wasting their powers, their

’
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time—spending them on frivolous i’ not
sinful pursuits.” All these should e de-
voted to God—should be employed in
his service, or in subordination to his
wlory—but it is not so.  God 1s perhaps
the futhest from our thoughts—the
least, or not at all, in our allections ;
and kis glory is the remotest from our
consideration and our pursuit. And what
is the effect?  Why, that weare reduced
1o beguary, to spiritual begzary: we have
nothing : weare poor and miserable, and
wretched, and naked.  We ave poor in
respeet of spiritual joy, spiritual happi-
ness, spirvitual endowments, the graces of
the Spirit—love, joy, peace, long-sufler-
ing, gentleness, goodness. In all these
respects we are poor, destitute,in want—
We are an hungered. We have not
the bread of lifs to cat: we feed on
husks  Qur occupations, or pursuits,
are the most servile and mean compaved
with what should engage immortal pow-
ers, and what should employ the chil-
dren of God. We are fain to betake
ourselves to these for promoating our
happiness—for want of all nobler occu-
pations and pursuits.  Our minds must
have something to occupy them: we
must have some resource of pleasure or
happiness. If we cannot got it in one
way we musi get it in another: if we
cannot get it in holiness we must get it
in sin: i we do not get it from God we
must get it away from him. And the
farther that any one goes in sin he is
willing to go favther still: he becomas
more willing to submit to any thing: he
descends farther and farther : he
sinks like the prodigal, il at last he
counts nothing too mean that he may
feed his soul with the husks of this
world’s pleasure.—livery sinner is held
forth under the figure of the prodigal.
1t is but husks atter all that this world
confer-—that any thing short of loving,
-obeying,Gad, aflords. True huppiness, the
true food of the soul, the true oceupa-
tion of immortal spirits, is the favor, the
love, the service of Ged. Any thing
clse will not satisfy—any thing clse is a
servile occupation.

Such is our state as sinners, let
us now look at eur recovery from
it. We are like sheep going as-
tray, let us now look at the mode of our
testoration] by the shepherd and bishop
of our souls: we ave hike the lost piece
of money, let us see how it is found : we
are like the prodigal son, let us sce how
be veturns to his father’s house.

“ What man of you having a hundred

Il

sheep, if he lose one of thew, doth not
leave the ninery and nine in the wilder-
ness, and go after that which is losi, un-
til he find it”?

The way, then, by which the lost
sheep is restored, s by the shepherd
Teaving the rest of the flock and secking
the wanderer till be find it.  The shep-
herd leaves the ninety and nine in safc-
ty,and goes after the hundredih—the one
lost sheep. e is anxious to restore it.
to save it from perishing, to bring n
back to the fold. e goes forth, theve-
fore, prepared to encounter every dan-
ger, and hardship and fatigne, in order
to recover the wanderer.  le traverses
the mountains and the valleys, he wan-
ders over the desert.  1e heeds not the
blast, or the lurking foe, or the long,
long, distance he bas to travel: he pur-
sues his search, 1ill at last he sees the
solitary wanderer, scarved by a thousand
rerrors, perhaps ~rouching under the
storm, and wasted with hurger, and all
butdead: he sees ity and he lays it on
his shoulder rejoicing, and he carries it
to its long lost companions, and to the
fold from whence it hat? strayed. “Such
is the picture, the tender picture which
Christ himsclf draws of what he has

done for sinners.  He is the gond shep-

herd that left heaven, the sate mombers
of the flock there, the ninety and nine,
that had never strayed, and that were in
the fold, safe. aud happy. He left them
aud came down to save man, fallen man
—to recover that one wanderer—that
one race which had fallen from their in-
tegrity, and to bring them back to Gad.
He came into this carth, and did alt
that was necessary o recover as from
sin and from death. Ile undertook alt
the ¢oil, and hardship and triad of this
enterprise.  lleve the analogy ceases. —
The good shepherd Iaid down bis life
for his sheep. The analogy is useful
only thus far, to shew that we were
lost, and that Christ came to scek and to
save us. e left heaven and came into
the waste howling wilderness of this
world. 1le invested himself with the
mantle of the shepherd 5 he became
bone of our bone and flesh of our
flesh. He became the substitute of
sinners, to suffer and die in their room,
to endure the wrath of God on their ac-
count, to offer himself a ransom for ma-
nv. lle died that we wight live: he
cneountered God’s wrath that we might
be delivered from it,  Ife bore our sins
in his own body on the tree, and thus we
are reseued from the penalty dus to sia.
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« All we, like sheep, have goune astray;
we have turned every one to his own
way; and the Lord hath laid on him
the iniquity of us all”.  But Christ
does more than this, and here the
analogy again holds good,-~he lays hold
on the sinuner: by his word and spirit
he converts him : he works in him faite
—he produces in him all the dispositions
which qualify for new ebeilience ; he thus
leads the sinner, or brings him, back
to God. And in every
a converted soul, Christ is like the Shep.
herd—coming, and seeking, and deliver-
ing that sonl—Ilaying hold of it, turning
it to righteousness ; preventing it from
wandering farther; saving it from the
yawning pit, and the roaring lion ; sav-
ing it from sin—from destruction—
from dcath—from Satan and from
hell. Christ's spivit avrests that soul,
ud convinces it of sin, brings it to
faith, awakens it to repentance, and leads
it to new obedicnce. When this i8 the
case, it is brought back to the fold: it is
returned to the shepherd and bishop of
the soul. It is safe, and Christ rejoices
ver it—and ansels rejoice over it : Hea-
en is giad, and the anthems of Heaven
re awakened to a new, a morc joyful
ng.

The same trath, you will perceive, is
aught us in the figure of the lost piece
f money. The woman lighteth a candle,

and sweeps the house,and secks diligently
till she find it. So, it is by Christ coming
and secking the soul that it is recovered.
Jt woul have been lost for ever otherwise.
Christ comes by his word and spirit and
restores the uscless energies, the useless
faculties, of the soul—restores them to
their proper object, 1o their proper use.
Heawakens repentance, and begets faith,
and revives love, aud produces new obe-
dience. The soul is again useful to its
Creator, its rightfal owner. It becomes
available for his purposes. 1ts reason, or
understanding, is again employed in con-
templating God—its faith in trasting in
him—its affections in loving him—all its
powers in serving him.

In the parable of the prodigal son, the
exercise of the soul itself'in returning to
God is hrought out ; the repentance and
faith of the sinner are adwiratly illus-
trated. It is Christ that apprehends a
soul, and works both repentance and faith
in it: but the process of repentance and
faith, the manuer of them, is here illus-
trated. In what state is the sinner ?—
He iv abject, vile, miserable. He has de-

partea from God :Jhe bas followed his own.

instance of
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desives ; he has set up his own will : he Tias
been serving diverse lusts and pleasures.
He is in consequence plunged in misery.
He iz in spititual want, spiritual starva.
tion. e is occupied in the meancst
drudgery, the bondslave of Satan. In
this state he is made to feel his want.—
He comes to see his wretched and desti-
tute condition. e comes to himself, as
the parable has it. e thinks of his de-
graded and miserable condition. Tte
thinks how far otherwise it might be with
him—how ditferent it is with others of
God's children, who have never de-
parted from God, who are stll his
servants. % How many . hired scr-
vants of my father’s have bread enough
and to spare, and I perish with hunger!”
“ T will avise and 20 to my father, and
will say unto him, Father, I have sinned
against heaven, and before thee, and am
no more worthy to be called thy son:
make me as onc of thy hired servants.”—
Not that there are any in God’s house
that are regarded in any other light than
as children, But Christ would here
teach the low estimate that a sinner has
of himself, his willingness to be nothing
in God'’s sight—to occupy the humblest
place in his” houschold—to be admitted
on any termsintohis hosse. When once
the resolution is finally wade, he pus it
in exceution, Ie arises and goesto his
father. Thesinnerthus exercised—come
to himself';—for sin is regarded as a spe-
cies of madness—the sinner is alicnated
even from himself; he-is not in his right
mind : * madness,” it is said, “is in his
heart” :—when the sinner hag come to
himself—to his right mind—he goes to
God in prayer, confesses his sins to God,
and implores pardon through JesusChrist.
e cocs to God as his father in heaven,
and humbles himself before him—just as
a penitent ¢hild will go to his father, and
humble himself in his sight, if haply he
may obtain reconciliation-and forgiveness.
‘The son of an earthly father who has act-
ed the part of the “rodigal, will naturally,
on seeing his folly, return to his father’s
house to ask that forgiveness which he is
well assured will not be withheld.—
I1e counts upon his father’s forgiveness,
his affection sven for an erring child.—
He feels a conviction that he will be re-
ceived, that he will obtain pardon, that
he will not be cast off.  And so, the s-
ner who has come {o himself, who has
seen his folly, who repents of lus sins,
goes to God, with the same, or a similar,
confidence, having God 1¢evealed to him
in all the grace and mercy of the gospel.
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And how does God meet the returning
Pcnilcnt'.‘ Ilow does he receive him ?
u the most gracious manner, Justas an
earthly fatlier will reccive a penitent
child, both into his favor,and into his
house. We have it here vepresented.
“And he avosc and eame to his father;
&e” vs, 20-24. In the same way God
deals with_the penitent, and returning

sinner, e receives him into his favour
and love. e bestows upon him his for-
wiveness,  He puts him into his tamily

again, e restores him to all the privil-
cges of ason. He invests him with the
character of a sen  He puts on him the
fine vabe of Christ's righteousness: he
arrays him with his own holiness—the
sanctification of the Spirit; and he makes
merry ; for this his Son was dead and is
alive again, was lost and is found.

It is thus that we ave Jost; and thus

we are restored.  We are brought back
1o the fold by Christ, the Shepl.erd of the
sheep: we are recovered to God by Christ:
we become again available for the pur-
wses of God’s glary: we are reinstated
in our place in one father's house, in God’s
favor, and in the heavenly mansions.—
We come to God as penitent children
we receive hisforgiveness,we haveChrist’s
righteousness put upon us: we are sanc-
tified by the Holy Spivit, and are intro-
ducerl at last into the joysand the glorics
of the heavenly mansions,

What is your state ¥ Are you yet like
the lost,wandering, sheep, away from God
and from happiness,stumblingon the dark
mountains of sin—ready to fall into the
pit of destruction, to perish under the
storm of divine wrath, the prey of every
temptation, of the spirits of darkness, and,
unless arrested by the merey of God, un-
less saved by the great and good Shep-
herd, sinking into cternal ruin?  Are
you yet lost to God ?  Are your faculues
useless to Ged ?  Ave they not employ-
od to hisglory ?  Are you still wander-
ers from your father’s house, ungrateful,
rebellious children? Are you living
upon the husks of this world?  Are you
following your own sinful courses ?—
Retlect upon your state. You are lost
You are lost to happiness, lost to God,
lost to yourselves. You are in danger of
everlasting destruction. | You are ready
to plunge into the yawning gulf of eter-
nal misery. You are wretched, and mi-
serable, and poor, avd naked. Return
now tothe fold, to the Shepherd and
bishop of your souls. See your danger,
and seek safety only in the guardianship
and care of Christ. Let your powers no

ol

longer be spent uselessly, hut give them
to God.  Retorn to yowr father's house,
God will reccive you into his favor. 1Ile
will bestow upon you the place and pri-
vileges of'sons and daughters. e yearns
over you to do you good. e will meet
you ou the way. e will sce your re-
turning footsteps, and he will anticipate
you, and give you the embrace of a
tender and affectionate welcome.

-0)

THI SUPPORT OF THE MINIS-
TRY A PART O TIE TRAIN-
ING OF A CHRISTIAN PEOPLE.
The general rule as to the support of

the gospel ministry is stated by the A-

postle Yaul (1 Cor. ix. 13, 14), in the

following terms, in which he refers in
the first instance to the arrangements
of the Mosaical institution; « Do yon
not know that they which minister about
holy things live of the thingsof the tem-
ple? and they which wait at the aliar
are partakers with the altar ?  Even so
heth the Lord ordained, that they whick
preach the gospel should live of the gospel.”
Tlie same Apostle shows in hisown cone
duct that there may be exeeptional ca-
scs—cases of such a nature that it may
be right for a minister, instead of bure
dening his people, to labour working
with his own hands, in order to minisier
to his own necessities, and to them that

may be with himj Acts xx. 34, Eph. ii.

9 In wany cquartersa disposition has

been shown by the people to convert

the exception into the general rule; and
it isto be lamented that, from an un-
willingness 10 urge their own claims—
from an carnest desive, at whatever sa-
er “ce to themselves, to preach to perish-
ing sinners the glorions gospel of the
grace of Gad, ministers, in too many ine
stances, have yiclded to the tendency,
and in the want of adequate support
from their people, have endcavoured to
provide for themselves by the ln'oﬂls of
some ot her employment. Schools, tarms,
mills, and various other secular pursuits
have been resorted to.  These, in some

cases, may have yiclded after all but a

scanty subsistence ; and, while his worlds

ly avocations nay have interfered very
materially with the discharze of his sp1-
ritual duties, the minister is left to strug-

le on under the depressing feeling that
instead of “ providing for honest things,
not orly in the sight ef the Lord, but al-
so in the sight of men,” heisin great
danger of oringing into contempt the
sacred office which he holds. In other
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cases, which we regard as still more dan-
geroug, there may have been such a
measure of suceess, that those who have
had recourse to such pursuits at first
merely under what they regarvded as the
impulse of neeessity, come 1o be pleased
with the arrangement, and are willing
that their people should e satisfied with
that measure of ministerial duty which
they can extend to them, after the calls
of a lucrative ousiness have been an-
swered.

‘We do not pretend here to discass the
merits of particular cases in which mi-
nisters, not receiving adequate support
from their people, endeavour to make
up the deficiency by some secular pur.
suit; nor do we venture to say with res-
peet to any such cases, how far the ex-
ample of the Apostle Paul may warrant-
ably be pleaded in justification of them.
Our object is to yemind those who have
practically to dispose of such cases, that
the Bible hasa voice upon this subjéct
to which they ought to listen ; and that,
according to its announcements, it does
not follow that all is right wwerely because
a minister may be able to subsist without
burdening the flock among whom he la.
bours. We believe few of our congrega-
tions would feel greatly flattered m be-
ing relieved from the burden of support-
ing their ministers, on the same ground
which induced the Apostle Paul to say
to the Corinthians (2 Cor. xi. 8, 9), “I
robbed other ehurchys, taking wages of
them, to do you service. And when I
was present With you and wanted, 1 was
chargeable to no maun: for that which
was lacking to me the brethren which
came from Macedonia supplied : and in
all things 1 have kept myselt' from béing
burdensome unto you, and so will 1keep
amyselt” We are not sure cither that
even the noorest of these congregations
~and we are not indifferent to wbat may
be their trials in this respect—would
venture to take up the position that in
these matters they bhave given to the
Lord according to his kindness to them.
It 1s very cevideut that the work of the
winistry requires the full and devoted
attention of him who is put into the of-
fice—that nothing but a case of the most
urgent necessity. can warrant the abstrac-
tion of his 1ime to any other pursuit;
and as the people must be the heaviest
sulterers from an inadequate supply of
his services, they arve the partics most
concerned to make every effort in order
to sccure the full benefit of his la-
bours.
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It is not, however, frois the mere ne-
cessities of the ease, and from a regard
to the evils that result from an inade-
quate provision for the support of the
winistry, that we would press our con-
gregations to a wore carnest attention to
this subject?  ‘Lhe giving to which they
are called is a part of that moral and spi-
ritual training whereby God is pleased
to exercise, to strengthen, and to mature
the graces of his people, and o to ripen
them for glory.  With whatever fecling
of derision the idea may be eontempla-
ted by some, it is nevertheless true, that
an honour is conferred upon those whom
God is pleased to employ as his instru-
ments i commupicating of’ his goodness
1o others.  In the vight discharee of the
duty they will find that there is%ilso the
enjoyment of a privilege ; for it ismove
blessed to give than 1o receive” 1t was
no selfish teeling that prompted the A-
postle tosay to the Philippiars (Phitipp.
w. 10), “Bat I rejoice in the Lord
greatly, that now at the last your care
o' me hath flourished again; whercin ye
were also careful, but ye lacked oppor-
tunity 3” for be immediately adds, * Not
that I speak in respect of want: for I
have learned, in whatsoever state 1 am,
therewith to be content” Ile was net
indiflerent to the Dbenefit thus communi-
cated to himself, but he especially re-
Jjoiced on their account, as he states in
the 17th verse,  Not because 1 desirve
a gift: but I desire fiuit that may abound
to youraccount.” ‘l'hese comtributions
are fruits which he describes as vonstitu-
ting “ an odour of a swect sinell, a sacyi-
fice acceptable, well pleasing to God.”—
The belicver knows well that the only
ground or which he, or any thing that he
does, is acceptable before God is € hrist
our passover who is sacrificed forus ; but
he may also rejoive in knowing that, be-
ing accepted in the Beloved, the efforts
which he makes in the service of God—
in promoting the iuterests of veligion,
are graciously aceepted as offerings of
thanksgiving, as sacrifices of praise, ac-
cording to (he Janguage of the same A-
postle, in the epistle to the lebrews,
xiti. 16, * But to do good and to com-
manicate forget not : for with such saeri-
fices God is well pleased.”

No onc at all capable of thinking will
for a moment imagine that God is depen-
deat upon the Jiberality of the most devot-
il of his people fur the weans of support-
ing the winisters of' his word. It 1s be
himself that formed the heaven as his
throne, and the curth as his footstool, 1t
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is his own grace that forms his people to
be: temples of the Holy Ghost. 1t he had
been so pleased, he coald have provided
an carthly temple for his worship s im-
wediately as he has provided that Saviour
of whot the temple at Jerusalew, in all
its splendour, was but a faint representa-
tion. le could have made a provision
for the funily of Aaron and for the tribe
of Levi as he did for the other families
and tribes of Israel e was pleased,
however, to separate the Priests and the
Levites for his own immediate service

and he called upon the other families of

his people to show their devotedness to
himselt, to express their gratitude for the
many Dblessings he had bestowed upon
them, to manitest their interest in religi-
o, their concern about their own souls,
their love to their brethren who wminister-
ed to them in holy things, by the provisi-
on which they made for the temporal com-
fort of those who were thas cast upon their
care. ©.And yeshall rejoice before the
Lovd your Gud, ye, and” your sons, and
vour daughters, your meunservants, and
your inaidservants, and the Levite that
13 within your gates; forasmach as he
hath no part nor inheritance with you”.
*Lake heed to thyselt that thou torsake
ot the Levite as long as thou livest up-
on the carth”.  « And the Levite, (be-
cause he hath no part nor wheritunce
with thee), and the stranger, and the fa-
therless, and the widow, which are with-
in thy gates, shall come, aud shall eat
and be satislied ; that the Lord thy Goed
may ess thee tn all the work of thine
hand whick thow doest”. Deut. xii 12,
195 xiv. »9.  Whatever changes may
have taken place in maters ot detail, the
the Apostle is express in stating, in the
passage already quoted, that this princi-
ple as to the support of the nunisters of
religion by the chureh is continued under
the New Testament dispensation ; ¢ Ev-
en so hath the Lord ordained, thav they
which preach the gospel should live of
the gospel”.

“ Kvery good gift and every perfect
ift is from above, and cometh down from
the Father of lights, with whom is no va-
riableness, neitber shadow of turning”.—
‘The most liberal of those who contribute
of their substance for the Lonour of his
name must siill say with David (1 Chron
xxix. 14), ¢ all things come of thee, and
of thing own have we given thee”. Da-
vid acknowledged God as the vestower
of all that worldly substance, a portion
of which he was now devoting to religi-
ous objects. kle acknowledged Him al-
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so as the anthor of that grace which had
so opened and enlarged his heart.  “HBut
who am 1, and what is my people, that
we should be able to offer so willugly af-
ter this sort” ¥ 'The liberality of the miv
is am index to the state of the heart, tor
“ the liberal deviseth liberal things” ; and
the heavicst griel of the neglected minis-
ter may arise, not 20 much from a feel-
ing of the privations to which he is sub-
jected through this neglect, as from the
saddening thought that the people who
can be so careless about the support of
ordinances, may be total strangers to that
grace which these ordinances are the
means of communicating. Nor let any
one seek to reliove himselt frem the cheek
of conscience which this reivark may
make him fecl, by thinking of the liberal-
ity with which be too would act if '.e had
means such as those with whicit David
was blessed.  'The liberality is to be es-
timated not by the amount that is given,
but the spirit in which it is bestowed —
“God loveth a cheertul giver”, * She
hath done what she could” 18 the gracious
commendation which Christ bestowed up-
on her who anoinied him with ointment

Do the hearts of any swell with a desire
of emulating Mary in acts of kindness to
the Saviour, were an opportunity aftord-
ed?  Letall such remember that Christ
identifies himselt with his disciples, and
says (Matthew xxv 40),  Inasmuch as
ye have done it unto oue of the least of
these my brethren, ye have done it unto

me” 1o the days of Malacbi, the Jews
were visited with failures of crops; but
instead of bemyg authorized on that
ground .0 withhold their contributions
tor the support of the ministers of religi-

oh, they were exhorted to renewed atten-
tion to :his neglectel duty, and were en-

couraged to luok tor relief in counexion

with an amendment of their ways: “Bring

ye all the tithes into the storenouse, that
there may be meat in mine house, aud

prove me now berewith, suth the Lord

of Hosts, it 1 will not open the windows

of ieaven, and pour you out a blessing

that there shall not be room enough to

reeeive it” '

(J e e

(From the Missionary Record of the Lret
Church of Scollund.)
COLONIAL CHURCHES.
AUSTRALIA AND AUSTRALIAN CHURCHES.

In the Record of last month we urged the
claiins of eur colonics from considerations
of u general kind,  There is, first, our pe-
culiar relation to the colonists as our coun-
trymen, aud the obligation arising there.
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from to do our utmost to prevent them
lapaing into heathenism or being gained
over to . Chureh which hias shewn herself
In all ages a more bitter  pevseeutor of the
trith than even heathen nations.  ‘Lhereis,
secomd, the futwre grent advantage whicl
we shall secure to Christianity by making
our Australian colony a thoroughly Chris«
tian state. Recent canses, too well known
to be here specitied, huve given s prodigi-
ons impulse to thut colony, It is growing
more in a yeae than other empires have
done in s century. It may be reckoned
upon as certaint, that if no untorescen disas-
ter overtake it, Australia, even in the life-
time of the present generation, will he one
of the leading empires of the world—one
of the powers of the carth—rich in men,
rich in onctary and agricultural resour-
ces, und rich, too, in wise laws and noble
institutions, provided we take eare that its
Christianity keen pace with its population.
Buat in proportion to its intluence for good,
so0 will be its inzftuence for evil, provided we
fail to send it the gospel.  Rome is now
running @ race with 'rotestant Britatn for
this great colony.  Futwre ages will hold
us inexcusnble provided we ailow so splen-
did o prize to fall into her hands. ‘T'he
claim comes home ne: only to our nation
and owr Church—it comes home to each of
us individually. Are theve those among us
qualitied for such a work, with very limited
spheres of usefalness at home, or it may be
witlt no tield of puuiie labour at all? Such
should seriously inquwse what Providence
means when it closes doors wf usefuluess
here and opens them abvoad.  VTherever
his Master calls, there the minister shoutd
be ready to go.  Wherever he ean preach
the gospel and convert souly, there are his
country and his Kindred.  And though this
may not be the lot his own imagination
may bave chalked out, it is that which God
has appointed him, and he muy find it the
most usefnl and honourable in the end.—
By following the path of duty, though at
the sacrifice of many a darling scheme and
of many a long-cherished prospect. he will
find, undoubtedly, that the promise is made
good in the end—*“Livery one that hath for-
suken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or fi-
ther, or mother, or wife, or children, or
lands, for my name’s sake, shall receive an
hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting
life” It is notin Scotland only that the
oftice of & munster is a noble and honowra-
ble one. Itis nut here gnly thatthe Chureh
of Christ can be henefitted by our labours.
Christianity is of no country; it has the
good of the whole family of inan for its ob-
Jeet; and were we move under the influence
of its catholic spirit, we would not feel the
claims of country less, but we would fecl
those of the world more; and we would o2
mare willing to do the meanest service, and
to fill the least dignified post whereby the
cause of the gospel might he promoted.—
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“ H‘u that humbleth himeelt shall be exalt
ed’

‘The discoverics of the gold mines of
Auvstralin und the awuhening energies of
British Christinnity have been contempo
rancons. We cannot doubt that Providence
had o high purpose to serve by deferring
titl now the revelution of treasures hidden
in the earth from the dawn o’ time,  Al-
ready seent cuds have been accomplished
thereby, ‘I'he solitudes of the slobe have
been peopled, a new Kingdom has been add-
ed to the family of mations, and wider fields
have been opened for the netivity and en-
jovment of man. Bt the spoecinl purpose
of Providence has not yet been develaped.
Who can doubt that that purposc istte
place at the serviee of Christinnity more
powerful agencies of o subordinate Kind
than auy it hes hitherto been privileged 1o
wicld, and so to hasten the advent of those
blessed ages for which the world has so
long waited 2 But, in order theveto, expe-
ricnced and efficient ministers must be seut
to that colony. ‘Ihe people there must be
aroused to a sense of their duty, and taughe
both to enlist themsclves and their sub-
stance in a better service than any they
have known in that distant land. ‘The op-
portunity is great, and the work to which
the Free Church is called is & noble one.—
It i: nothing less than to crect in a new
world the kingdom of her Lord and Savi-
our, And could she by the generous sur-
render of a few of her choice men (for it
may be questioned whether less than this
will micet the emergency) cross the great
Pucilic, and in the name of her Head “take
possession of the largest island in the world,
she would not only thereby ereace new,
scenes of interest for her people at home
but she would open unmeasured fields of
usefulness abroad, and would save, hy the
presching of the Word, thousands of im-
mortal svuls, at present devoting their
whole heart and strength to the amassing
of this tvorl’s wealth, and perishing, nne
warned and uncared-for, in sin. Thus
would the Free Church shew that her prin-
ciples know no limit of comntry or of clime,
and that, so far from desiring to concentrate
exclusively her forces within the narrow
bounds of home, she regards the world as
her field, aud will strive, as opportunity 13
given her, to proclaim in every realm and
10 every tribe the glorious truth that Christ
is Wing of kings and Lorad of lords.

But let us come to particulars. It is on-
1y when we do so, and when we take cach
locality by itself and weigh its claims, that
we feel how strong the case as a whole is.
and what a wide door and cftectual has
been opened in Apstralin.  We have hefore
us i masg of Jetters from our American and
Australian colonies—enough to fill u little
volume. To publish them as they have
reached us would only be to obscure and
bury the information they contaiu ; and yes
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it gricves us ot to be able to permit the
writers to plead theie eause betore the
Cliavel at thew own lengsth, It is didicult
to say whicl to take first. Bach plends
wore importunately tor help than anuvther;
and the help they crave is not of a pecunin-
ry kindy Lo it remembered, but is of that
sort for which the mun of Macedonia pray-
ed when e appeared to Paul in a vision,
and addressed him, saying, * Come over
and help us”” Those who judze of the co-
lonies by the spiric that animated thewm,
even 5o lutely as halt o dozen yeavs ngo,
make, we are perstnded, w great mistake,
‘T'he indiffereuce to veligion and s ordi-
nances which characterised the colonists to
so great a degree then—the gross worldli-
ness aud selitshiness which made them lean
ulmost entirely upon the Charches athome
~eppear now to be atan end,  Since that
time, our colonies have received a large in-
fusion of Christian intelligence and cuter-
prise from the mother country, and the
fruits of this appear in the more wholesome
spirit that now pervades them, They ask
from us only muwisters 5 they are both able
and williue to support them.

The nest letter we select is from the Rev.
Mr. Lindsay, Lavscesrox, Vay Dipaas's
Laxp. There is here a small but growing
congregation.  ‘I'hey are labouring to crect
a church, and have already subscribed a-
mong themselves upwards of £700, and
hope to he able by the time the subserip-
rion list is completed to realise at least
£1000. As an mdication of their attach-
ment to tae Scottish Reformation and its
ecclesinstical polity, they propese naming
their structure * Knox's Free Chureh,”
Launceston, They have been gratitied to
learn from the convencr of the Colonial
Comimittee that some eight or ten ministevs
are to be sert out to Austratia, and cxpect
to have their hands strengthened by some
of the number being settled in their ov'n
neighbourhoed.  * There is no fear of sup-
port,” they say. It is cheering to find, from
.tl!\e following extract, that the cause of the

‘rec_ Church is making progress there.—
Mr. Lindsay stys—

The odium! incurred by a straightfor-
ward adherence to the grend cause of the
Free Church begins to break up and clear
off. As an indication of which taet I men-
tion, that last Sabbath evening I preached
an anniversary sermon in the Wesleyan
vhapel to & crowled and most attentive au-
dience. Now, atfirst the Wesleyans would
not have applied to me, neither would the
people have come to hear,  “Greatis truth,
and it shall prewil”. For these things I
thank God, and tzke courage.«

The second leter is from the Rev., Mr.
Nicolson, HorartTown,of the same eoun-
try. Itis'only sev:nteen months since Mr.
Nicolson arrived it Van Dieman’s Land,
and the congregaton over which he pre-
sides, and whichh hs been formed meinly
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by his own exertions, has Teen pinvileged
to taise the tivst Feee Clhaedhin that colo-
uy. It was opened in September lust, wud
the colleetion on the dny of opening a-
mounted to apwards of L170. "Ly chureh
is seated tor 750, Previous 1o its being o-
peued, aday was setapart for letting the
seats 3 three hundved sittings were et in
three hours 5 and in a few days almost eve.
ry pew in the church was teken, Ay to
the building It-elt)” says Mr. Nicolson, it
is generally altowed to be a mnde! of neat-
ness and beauty, I osuspeet few of our
friends in Scotland can amagine anything
so elegant in this distant latd; but [ as-
sure you there is # spirit wnong my people
which would «do credit to any congregation
of the Free Chureh.”  “The beautitul editics
Just erected bears the name of “ Chalmers’
Free Church.”  Adjoining it is a good sub-
stantial school-house— v, Nicolson’s ob-
Jeet being to have an cfiicient week-day us
well as Sabibath-school in connexion with
the congregation.

The next leter is from the Rev. Mr. Sal-
mon of SroNey. It reiterates the ery for
lielp, and Yrges its appeal by the fact that
the conntry, in the length of it wnd in the
breadth of it, is open to the Free Church.
We can searce help vegarding the follow-
ing statenient as a presage of thut dny when
the gain of the whole earth shall be “conse-
crated unto the Lord. 1 was in hopes,”
says Mr. Salmon, * that £1090 at least, in
the shape of gold-dust and nuggets, would
be on its way to you by this time. 1 lmve
not yet ascertained whether it is sent off;
but I will immediately see afier it The
writer continues (—

1 do hope, and most carnestly pray, that
you will be able to respond 1o our call for
ministers, jand that God will dig~ose the
hearts of qualilied men to come to sur aid.
1 say advisedly that the country is yet open
to ug, throughout the length and the breadih
of it, and I venture to say to you, that our
cause was never more popular in the me-
tropolis than itis now. Nothing but the
extravagant, the enormous price, both of
land and labour materials, hinders us fron
immediately proceeding with a new churels
to contain o thousand sittings, and many
are urging this m spite of all these consi-
dderations.  Qur church is all let, and there
are multitudes of applications that we ean-
not supply. My dear friend, send us more
zood and right men—real Free Church-
men, with whom I can heartily co-operate
and take sweet counscl.  That will put an
end in some measure to the piriful jealou-
sics that from the beginning have distract-
¢d and disturbed this Church.

I know notin what terms to express my
anxicty, that cight at least, right men
should be sent without & moment's delay to
Sydncy. They haye funds to keep them
till they are scttled. They have important
spheres of uscfulness for them all, aud
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there is every reason to expeet mnple tem-
poral support for them all = Do endeavonr
—indeed, § know you will—to secure mea
who can hold up theiv heads with God's
held—workmen not neediug to be ashamed.
I'his will be a areat country soou. Give
us the means of making an impression
upon it.

It is encouraging heyond measure to ob-
serve the missionary spirit beginning to
display itselt 1 Austeabiy, A better token
of the healthy condition of its own Chis-
tinnity we could nothave than this.  Ofall
the mstitutions of the Jews, few were more
beautiful than the offering of the first shewf
in the time of barley harvest, by which the
whole fruits of the season were sanetitied,
as it were, and conscerated to the Lord.—
In the extract that tollows, from a finely
wned letter by alady, we see, as it were,
the first sheaf offered, and the golden pro-
duce of that land conseerated to the Lord.
May owr largest expectations as to whag
Aunstralia will do for the canse of Christ in
futwre years be more than realized.

1 have much pleasure in seuding yqu a
few poumds to aid a htide the Portuguese
refugees from Madeira, now in the island
of ‘Trinidad, and their pastor, d. de Vierio,
whose case, related in our Lecord, is most
interesting, and whese faith and courage
aidst so many diflicultics have not escap-
cd the notice of Christians in this laud. A
tew fricads in Melbousne offer this small
tribute of their sympathy, along with their
prayers, to their fiiends in Trinidad, aud
trust that such an example as they present
of an infant Church swruggling with her
own trials, and at the sune time holding
out a helping hand to missionwy clionts,
may stir up other churches wolollow herin
the same paih of duty and prosperity. 1
have handed over to the Rev. M. Millar
ten guineas, which lie promises hy his good
management will be twelve when at home,
and expeet will be shipped by the steamer
« Australian,” which leves this temorrow
or next day, and should be with you in
about sixty-tive duys after. :

1 am sorry that m this Jand of gold we
can do so little, but as yet gold is not with-
in the reach of every one to such an exwent
as may be supposed, and what we shall yet
do in turning this gold into its proper
chaunnel depends catirdy upon the help we
get from home.—Lrtract Letter to Coavencr
of Coloniul Commiltee fiom Miss Janet Jack-
son, Iclbourne, Victoria, September 22, 1852,

We have numerous other letters, equally
urgent for help, and tilled with facts equally
cheering, which we shall endeavour to over-
ke in our nuxt.

(From the Home amd Foreign Lecand of the
Dreshsterian Clarele i the 7S,
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EXTRACTS FROM A LETTELR OF THE
JOUN 5. WOUDSIDL.
Jorenings in the City.
Suanasven, June 22,1859,

.« « « You willsee by the heading
what is to be the character of the letier; but
1 be, before proceeding 3o the narration of
facts, to explain the circumstances that Jed
o these evening visiations,  The gospel is
preached every evening thronghout the week.
with rave eaceptions, at the outside of the
city chuieh, on the highway side. When this
placeis oceupicd by one of the older mission-
aries, I consitter it iny duty to gosomewhere
clse, though frequently 1feel it a privilege
1o bie adistener theve. There is a large elasy
of the conmrunity who never come to these
evening assemblies. They would consider
it benenth them to be seen mixing in the
crowd that presses round the missionary.—
1t sumetinies oceurred to me that we oitght
1o visit such people at their Youses, and if
they will not cume to us, that we shonld go
to them. Yor some time a number of the
school boys had been iuviting me 1o visit
their fathers’ residence, and 1 thought tins
a favourable opporiunity for commencing
the family visitation plan. I wied it and
am quite astonished what suceess itas thus
far attended it. 1 have a number of invita.
tions which 1 have not yet been able to meet,
and 1 hope. it my health is spared. to follow
up this plan more thoronghly, particulavly
during the cold weather. 1 skall now spe-
¢ty afew ciaes, let you see cur manucer
of procecdure, &c.

Jist Frecamy.—1 went, accompanied by
my Munshi, (2 Mohammedan,) to call upon
the fatiier of x young Brahman vho is ascho-
Jar in the English school.  Wlhen we reach-
wd the honse, we found  both father and son
absent, and were turning to come away.
when another young Brahmaa, also a scho-
lar, stepped up, and invited e to *honour
his house with a visit” 1 complied, and®
following him « short distanze, soon found
myself surrounded by a crovd of men aund
boys in the open area or endosed square of
the Brahmau's dwelling. I may heve re.
mark, thatt in 2l the dwellmgs of respecta-
ble natives, or rather inside of the outer eu-
closure of the whole establishment, there is
an open ared, wound wlich are arranged
ahe several apartments ofthe house. It is
usual to receive visitors & this place, or in
wkiud of public hall lebre you enter this
space The owner of taichouse was engag-
clin cnlarging its dimmsions, and as the
masons weré busy at work all around, we
were crowded upon mud, mortar, heaps of
bricks, and whatnot. A seat wasset forme,
and after a {ew preliminary congratulagions,
I proceeded to the vbjeet of my visit.  The
Brahmanis emplovedin the garden of the

nLy
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Last India Company at this place, so ¥
thought L should adiapt my discoupye . M
awhior. 1 bemin by glanejner <+ the beaw
tes and wonders of the company’s garden
—the varicty of «aeCy, plauts, and fruits it
contting, £ then said 1 was o gavdener on
a small scale myself, and, pointing towards
vt school-house, said that was the garden
m which 1 laboured. 1 tried 10 follow up
the analogy between the svwing, plantingaud
gathering in the company’s garden and the
mtellectual and moral culiure of the schvol.
Front this 1 went on to the higher analogy
of the soul, and the heavenly Gardener ov
Husbindman who cultivates it, and conelud-
¢d by urging upon them all the cultivation
of their intellectual, wordl, and spiritual
parts. At the conclusion, one of the men
srepped forward, and said he was also aser-
vt §n the company’s garden, and kuew the
mane of every flower i plant in it, but
said he would like lhis son to be a plant in
my garden, and promised to send his Loy to
sehool the next day.  He was as good as
his word ; the boy entered the seiool the
tollowing day, and is now receiving the usu-
al culture ot our ** Seminary.”

While 1 was cngaged here, the young
Brahman, to whose house 1 had rirst
gone, had been informed of my visit, wid
vame to ask meto return with him. 1 went
dong, and was soon in a large front room
in the second story, which he had fitied up
as 4 study. When I osay “lived up” {
should explain that he had emptied it of ail
rubbish, had the walis all thorvughly scour-
wover with clay and cow-dung, and kept
in it only his few school-books, and charpai
for bed.)  There was a servant stuuling
veady with a plate of sweetmeats, ¢f which
1had to partake. 1 was then shown all a.
round the house, except the women’s apart-
ments, and last of all, he 100k me to see the
shrine of his household gods. It was a lit-
tle apartiment about five feet loug by three
broad. X told him it was a shame to put
his gods in such 2 small cell, while he him-
self oceupied so fine o house.  sur then,
said I, Laet us see what the gods are who
live in this little cell, bring them out, and
letus examine them.” MWe brought them
out, with 2 little persuasion, and there were
the usnal HMindu - Penates™ quite 1 minia-
wre, 1 could not be allowed to touch them,
but I asked him to allow me o reak off
the trunk from the head of Ganesh, (Ganesh
has au elephant’s head o him,) and see it
he has the power of re-attaching it. In a
varicty of ways L pumnted out the absurdity
and sinfulness of worshipping suel uscless
picees of brass and stone, and pointed out
the only worship which can be aceeptable in
thie sight of 2 holy God.  Here I hadd a lurge
concourse, chietly of boys. 1 had alsv more
auditors than I could sec. ‘Lhe plaee we
were in was separated from the wowmen'’s
apartments by « large door and ascreen. I
could_easily perceive that wo werz seen and
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oo oy those within, T may mention that
tins young Drahman lis  commenced 1o
teach his wife to rend.  Hels o very promis-
g young mant, and 1 otrust the Lord wail
one day s influenee his  heart that he will
throw his idols = to the moles and the s
Anoiher fact about this young man will be
interesting to note.  Ile s the very youth
who, on the first of August, 1849, told me
that if 1 wonld admit a sweeper's boy into
the school, they would  all Jeave. ™ That
movementfor the time broke ap our school,
and for two years tlus Junng man never came
near pis. e again entered the school in Oc-
tober fust,amd has searcely ever been a day
absentsince.  Hesays now he deeply regrets
his former fully. =0 you sce even ouy
strongest enemies are converted into our
friemds.  After giving him a litde advice a-
Lout the furnishing of his study, &, 1 wok
leave.  On oy way home 1 thought 1
should call and see a young Bengali—one
of thuse wentioned inwy last.  Two yonuy
Bralmans and iy Manshi accompanicd me.
We found the young man with histwo fricuds
engaged in a game of chess, as he said, » 1o
sctite his oo adter the fauguing duties of
the day.”  Lue natives of this country wre
very fond of chuss and other games ot this
hd. Even the females, I undersiand,
while away the weary hours of their  soli-
tude at this faverite amusement. We had
not stoud many minutes when one of those
awtul dust storms, that sweep in such terri-
tic grandeur over the plius of India, swept
over the city. It was already twilighé, but
inmediately we were fn the most impene-
wable darkness. 1t wastou late 1o think of
moving. 1 told my friend 1 should stay
with him tll the storm was vier. So he
invited me inside a large room which ho us-
ed asa siiting and sleeping aparunent. le
had ot a chir nor asteol of any kind 10
ofter me. Ue seemed greatly embarrassed
to have e stamhing, but as the place was
well carpetted, to reneve him, 1 at oncesat
down on the carpet. setave sishion, and fnvit-
ed all thie rest to be seated.  Qur host then
asked if ITwould allow him 10 play a few
tunes on the gt 1 said Lshoubl be very
happy to hear ns performance. He played
three tunes which o i wtive car might have
music in thew, bur, to my ummtiated or-
gans, sotpded rvather rade. 1 theu took
the liberty of intersupting the music,
and inroducing vthersutjects.  Our party
altogethier cousisted of thyee Bengalis, two
Brahnns, my Munshi, and myself.  The
roum Was @ fong. narrow  apartment, and
wis lighted by aosingle  taper at the upper
endd. “The universal light in the Hindusia-
ni houses is a liule carthen cup filled with
vil, and @ wick kud over the  cdge, the top
of which burns with a4 very dun light indeed.
There was just one such light in the apart-
ment we occupied.  Adier some conversati-
on on the subject of Christinnity, in which
the Bengall (our host) clearly and systema-
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tieally expoaed to my two Brahman e,
nions the folly and sin of idalatry, and the
superiority of Christianity, I hegan 1o press
uponiny young fricnds the importance ofan
carly personal intevest v Cleist. 1 took
the Bible—for the Beneali had one | had
given him some time hetore, mnd opening at
the I2th charpter of Eeclesiactes, I made a
runhiing commentary on i, and wied to ap-
ply the whele subijeet to those aronnd e,
1 concluded the whole with prayer, in which
they all joined in @ standing position.—
Whenl arose from  the gronnd, my legs
were so sl I eould enrcely move, 1 dad
been nearly two hoursin thatmost uneon-
fortable position, bat which 1o a native is the
cuiiestmethod of sitting. 1t was near ten
oclockwlhen Lgot home. The sterm was
over, the sky elear, and though I had alate
cup often, U felt that 1 showld like to see
many such “evenings inthe city.”

Seeond Jlvening.—Two days after theas
bove, 1 paid another visitto the house of
young Bengali pupil inthe English scheol.
This young maw’s futher was for a long time
the head ofthe Bengali community in this
city, and the chiel upposer of missionary o-
perations.  He maintuned an Euglish school
inhisown louse forthe benetit of hisown
and other Bengali voys, to prevent them
from cominge ta our schaol.  The epidemic
Of 1850 carried him off) and soon afterwards
his two sons enteredd our school. The cldest
is aboutsixteen years ofase.  Formerly he
was 2 wild hoy, aml spent hic timein fuol-
ishly ranning 10 the conrts of the judgre and
magistrate.  Formany mouths he has heen
ane ofthe best boysin the school. e at-
tends our public worshipon the Sabbath ve-
ryregularly. A few Sabbathsago he came
tome, and said,* 1 like your church very
much now. Iam very happy to come to1t.”
He had  frequently invited me to visit his
house,and o this evening I determined to
acceptthe invitation. e tookme arvound
all the aceessible apariments, and showed me
his father’s library, which contained a consi-
derable collection of valiable 21 glish books,
but grencrally deficient 2t some part, as they
had heen purchased at aunction. A Jarge as-
sembly of menaud boys collected. Lhemun
Ly am examination of the latter, on a variety
of subjects connected with their studies, and
lud them ontothe higher topics of religion,
the folly and dangerof sin, thenecessity of
a Mcdiator, and the certainty of salvation to
all who believe i Chirist. I was listened to
throughout with the greatestattention, and
most of them assented to all that Isaid—
During the conversation, & servantscta tea-
poy, spread aclothon it; and brought in a
iarge plateful of sweet-meats and a water-
molon. I tasted both, and according o Ilin-
dustani fashian, was sbliged to allow the
whole to be given to my attendant.  Atthe
conclusion of the entertainment, I said it
Was our enstom invariably to ask a blessing
upon the food that God in his gaodness has
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and also to return thanks for the
U1 said 1 could not ink of partaking
of their Ko wagitality without retrning
thunks to God for wie jpereies, and entreat-
ine his blessing upon thew, afl,  ‘They alt
stond up respectfully while I prayed to our
heavenly Father for their conversion and
salvation.  Atter this 1 took leave, having
spent upwards of two hours in this interest-
ingr aesembly of benighted IHindus,

Third £rening.—Soon after the above, 1
fulfiled another appointment of the same
Kiud at the honse of a Bengali zentleman,
whose sone are at our English school. This
evening was, perhaps, the wmost intevesting
of all. "It was aregular “field day ™ 1 had
to cncounter all the ability, learaing, and
subtlety of the Saharanpur Bengalis, The
wentleman had invited all s fricuids to meet
me. found anew chair had been pur-
chased expressly Sor my own use. A table
was spread, with a snow white cloth.  The
reception apartnent was set in order, aund
soen after my arrival one after another of
my swarthy friends poured in till the house
was filled. ” 1 was not long in getting inte
conversation on the great subject of my mis-
sion to this lad.  ‘The chief past of the dis-
cussion was in Hindustani.  If'T could only
tell you all that transpired. and report faith-
fully all the speeclies that were made. and
1 am surc you would be much amazed.—
They had evidently come prepared to give
battle. and were cager for the conflict, and I
do not know that Lever felt in better spirits
for a discussion thau that evening, At frst
1 had to reply o four or five, but they were
soon all siledeed, with the exeeption of one,
A wiry, hard-faced, yet most intelligent lirtle
man, with reasoning powers of a high order,
and a logie as clastic as India rubber.  This
maa was edueated in the Free Chureh Insu
tution in Calentta, and with the exception
of ane ather young maa in theassembly,whe
supported me in the discwssion, he was bet-
ter acquainted with Christianity than any
present.  ‘This enabled him to continue the
combat after his less knowmg friends hal
given itup. 1 keptas cool as possible, lis-
tened to all he had to say, and refuted it in
detail. I drove him at last into sucha dil-
lemma that hc was either obliged to deny
all cvidence of every kind, or admit the truth
of Christiamty. I pressed him home in this
direction with sevesal illustrations, till his
denial of some of the most palpable fasts rais-
cd a general laugh against him, I then tumn-
cd from him to the audience and said, “ All
the people of Hindustan Anow, that there
once lived a great King called Akbar.  Sup-
posc our friend here says hie does not leliree
this fact. Is he right, or are all the peopleof
the land right?”  "Lhey soon all saw how he
was fixed, and cricd out that he should not
attempt to answer any more. I then turned
to him,and in the most solemn language and
manuer entreated him notto use his tolents
against the truth. I showed him how he

sent <,
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conld he held aceeuntable for the seviptural
knowledge he had received in a missionary
school. 1 told bim 1 knew well be did not
helieve a word of all he ind been yeaconing
in favour ofiand that I Loped he will wo
longer stifle convietion, hut yield himself up
to the Saviour. I invited hlm to visit me at
my own house, ad I should Jend him use-
ful hooks, and help him all Teould in his in-
quiries after truth. e said he hoped I would
“honour him by partaking of un entertain-
ment at his house.” Tothis I willingly as-
sented 5 sweetmeats as usual were then pre-
sented, and I concluded the meeting with
prayer, the whole assembly standing np.
was engaged over three hours and felt fa-
tigued, as the evening was very warm; bus
as I rode home T could not bt feel glad to
have such an opportunity of hearing a testi-
mony, thongh feeble, for the truth.” 1 Lave
not now time for move on this subject. I
hope, however. this is not the last you will
haue of it.  If God spares my life amd per-
mits me to labour here, 1 intend spending
many eveningsin the city in the houses of its
idolatrous inhabitauts, ™ As ever, yours in
wospel Bonds, Jonts S. Woonsine.
—Dunner of the Covcnant.

—

(From the Missionary Ilerald of the Presby-
teréan Clurch in Ireland.)

ITIOME MISSION.
ACCOUNT OF THE PRIEST'S VISIT AT
THE BEALDERIG SCHOOL ON TUE
20711t DEC. 1852,
1t i3 seldom that a minister of Christ
has an opportunity, away from the heat
and passion of public discussion, ot pre-
senting to the mind of a Romish priest
any portion of Gospel trath. Mr. Fer-
gusson happily enjoved such a season,
and appuars to have admirably improved
it.  The quiet bour of Father Williams’
visit to Bealderig sehool will, we think,
be remembered by him. May he be
profitcd by what be heard on the occa-

sion !

The Rev. Father Williams was just
coming from celebrating & mass for the
benefit of Mr. K’s cows. ‘The door of
the school-house was open, and when be
turned in from the road, two or three of
the little girls rau into the other apart-
ment. I toid the children to sit down
quictly. IHe entered, and said, “Some
of them are running away. They are
getting blushed.”

I'said, © It is strange how much afraid
children are of the priest.”

“They have sometimes rcason {o be
afraid,” he replicd.

« No doubt of it,” said I, for it is on-
Iy a few days ago since a pricst, in Eng-

§1

fand, beat a poor woman with his wu-
bredla beeanse she got ber child baptised
by a Protestant minister instead of @
priest.”

« e was a great fool,” was his repl:

#The result showed him to be that,”
} said, © becanse he bad te pay £5 tor
bis trouble.”

As there was no reply. T proceeded by
saying,  The priests appear to me to
act a very unreasonable part.  Man con-
sists of two parts—a soul and a boldy.—
The one is only dust, and will soon re.
turn to corruption, but the other is the
more noble part, and will live for ever.
You should, therefore, appeal to the
soul, and convinee the judgment.

¢« The suflerings of the body are often
bencficial for the soul,” was his comcise
answer.

 Neither Christ nor his apostles,” said
1, © give us cither command or example
to show that we should convines: men in
that way; aml Ciod’s direction 3—he
that saitls he abideth in Christ ought himn-
sclf also so to walk even as Ife walked.
Clrist's way was going about continually
teaching and preaching the glad news of
the kingdom. Ilis disciples likewise
rursued the same course.  They preach-
ed the Gospel to the people. And
Christ’s command is, ¢ Scarch the Serip-
fures’—a command given, not to the
Serives, or Pharisces, or priests of that
day, but to the multitude that were as-
sembled around Him  The command is
not, hear the Scriptures from your teach-
ers They were commanded to search
them for themselves—to search with dili-
gence, like men looking for metal, as the
original shows, tosearch the Scriptures
—the written Word of God. 'Lhis is
the instrument, in the hand of the Spirit,
by which men are regencrated—born
again. ¢ The law of the Lord,’ says Da-
vid, ¢is perfect, converting the soul’—,
And this is the instrument by whicl
God’s people are sanctified and prepar-
ed for heaven ; hence Christ’s prayer is,
¢ Sanctify them through thy truth, thy
word is truth.””

Lo alt this he listened patiently, with-
ont ofiering a reply Ile then said,
« The Scriptures are hard to be under-
stood. They should be read along with
the comments of learned men The
reading of them by the unlearned leads
to many crrors and beresics in the
Church.”

« I have often thought it strange,” said
1, in a rather hortatory mauner, ¢ that
when the Church of Rome considers the
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word of (1ad 30 ohzsenve that the people
eannot understand it of  themselves, the
«clergy are not continually teaching it to
them, and reading it for them. Do you,
and the priests in general, read the Bi-
ble for yourselves 27

“\Wedo,” was his replv: “and when
1 was atecolleae, we could read only a
very few verses in the day, because they
require o mueh explavation. A great
deal may be written on a single verse.”

“Naw, permit me to ask yon,” Isaid,
«did what you call heresiesin the Church
arise more from the laity or the clergy
veading the Bible 7

ile would not onswer I then put the
-question, * Was not Lather in holy or-
wers 27 Hesaid, * e was”

« Well, then,” said I, “on your own
mrinciple, it s the clergy, and not the
Haity, that should be preveated from
aeding the Seriptures.”

With the desive, no doubt, of putting
-an end to this unpleasant business, he
then said, * I heaxd that you were about
%o leave Bealderig”

« [ would have no serious objection,”
said 1, « it I were sent to a more inviting
place.”

He said, ©1 do not know how you
<could stay here so long as you have
lone.”

“The belief,” I replied, © that I was
«loing good to these poor neglected crea-
‘tures reconciled me tothe place.”

He then said, “1 just called in be-
‘cause it was reperted that your school
was very much inereased ; and 1 have to
domy duty. I therefore took the liber-
ty of calling, to sce it with my own
eyes. I will do what'l can outside, but
T will give you n6 annoyance inside.”

In rveply, I said, « I will be happy to
receive you any time yvou cail  Youw are
at perfect liberty every time you pass.—
1 received the former priest in afriendly
manner when he first called, and would
‘have continued to doso, but, on the
Sabbath after his visit, be said a great
-deal in the chapel, and, if I was rightly
iinformed, his statements were not at all
.correct. _I therefore told him, when he
next catled, that I would be happy tore-
<eive him in wy own house, but that I
would not recerve him here”

«Jt is very hard 1o depend on what
we hear,” responded his reverence.

« It is quite true,” I said, ¢ and that is
one rcason why 1 blame the Church of
Rome very much for trusting to tradi-
tion, instead of taking the rule that God
has given us.  We must acither add to,
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nor take from, that rule. “To protect us,
therefore, from any tendency of the
kind, God said, when it was completed,
¢« He that addeth unto these things, God
shall add unto him the plagues that are
written in this Book ; and it any man
shall take away from the words of the
Book of this prophecy, God shall take
away his part out of the Book of Lifc.”

He said, in veply, “Surely you do
not think that our Church has raken
away anvthing from the word of God?
But 1 did not come to discuss with
you”

Here he seemed anxious to be off)
but I detained him by saying, “It is so
seldom I have the pleasure of talking
to a priest, that I am anxious to have a
little conversation with you. T am a-
fraid (I proceeded to say) that your
Church suppresses, the second command-
ment. 1t is not in the catechism that
you put into the hands of the young.”

“It is not easy for the children to
commit it to memory,” he answered.

“ But, in your catechismn,” I rejoined,
“the third commandment is called the
second.  The children will repeat the
second commandment for us” The
children here vied who could be first in
repeating it.  “ You sce,” I continued,
“this command forbids the making of
images, and the bowing down to them.
Perbaps that is the reason you do not
care for their learning it. You make
the images of God, and the Apostles,
and the Virgin Mary, that arcin hea-
ven, and you bow down to them, though
God conumands you not to do 50 ; hence,
no doubt, you keep this commandmen:
out of view as much as possible.”

Heve he became warmer and more
loquacious. * You do not suppose that
we worship the images,” he said.  They
arc only to remind us of the history of
Christ’s passion, and of the Apostles.—
When we see taese things it assists onr
devotions It 18 just like striking a me-
dal to the memory of the Duke of Wel-
lington, or getting the likeness of a fu-
ther or mother.”

s This is opposed,” said I, « to the na-
ture of the worship which God requires.
God is a spirit, and requires a spiritual
worship, I fear that few of your people
have so intellizent views of this matter
as you speak of. The great differcnce
between the likeness of :Wcllington and
the images in the chapel is, that tic
one is for rcligious purposes, and the
other is not, which is the greatest dif-
ference immaginable. I am muchafraid
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that the common people have more re-
verenee for the imazes than you say.”

“They all have the sume view that |
have expressed,” he said; and, for my
satisfiaction, proceeded to ask onc of the
larger boy: some questions  ‘These
. were put, however, in Irish, and, there-
fore, unintelligible to me; and whes 1
told him to ask the questions in Eng® -,
that the boy coull speak English qu. ¢
well, iestopped at once.

1 resumed the subject by saying, « -
would be glad to know how intellizen
the views of thc members of your
Church may Dbe; but one thing is evi-
deut; that vour practice breaks God’s
commands—in the first place, by mak-
ing images for rcligious purposes, and,
in the second place, by bowing down to
them. I wasin chapel some time ago,
and saw the people, as they went out,
bowing to the image that was over the
altar. ~ When God came down on Mount
Sinay, the Spirit tells us that he did not
permit the people to see any manner of
shmilitude, aud he tells us the reason. It
was lest they should corrupt themsclves,
and make a graven image. Now, if it
was bad for the Israclites to havean
image of God to remind them of the wiv-
ing of the law, it cannot be good for the
Church of Rame to have one

Here again he secemed anxious to be
off, and said that he did not come in to
discuss with me, but that he was obliged
to do his duwy; and that he did not
blame me.

I answered, “I believe that I am do-
ing what is right, and I suppose you
think you are doing what is »ght. But
if I convince you that your opinjons arc
wronz, wonld you not change from
them ?”

He then asked me, would temporal
eonsiderations cause me to profess to
hold opinions that I did not believe ?

To this I replied, “ By the grace of
God they would not; and perhaps I
may succeed in convinciug you of the
error of your vicws on various points.—
Not only is the making of images for re-
ligious purposes, and bowing down to
them, contrary to the comwand of God,
but praying to saints and angels, and
the Virgin Mary, is also contrary to the
teaching of the Bible. When John fell
down to worship the angel that showed
him the wonderful discoveries contained
in the Revelations, he would not permit
him. ¢ See thou do it not,; &c., * wor-
ship God ¢'Thou shalt worship the
Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou
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serve”  In worshipping angels ven are
@ilty of the sin for which the "Apostic
reproved the Colossians. 1 way sav to
you, as Paul saild to the Romans, * You
worship the creature more than the
Creator.”

No reply was made to these observari-
ons. “But,” said he, “did not Christ
leave a churel upon carth, and rulersin
the church ¥

 No doubt of that,” T replied; ¢ bhut
he did npt lepve any priests in it.  To
none of Christ’s ministers or apostles is
this term applicd.  Nor is the word that
meaus pricst applied to them in either
the Jrish Testament, the Vulaate, or the
Original.  There is no sacrifice now lo
be offered for sin; for we are told, in
the Book of Hebrews, that ¢ by one offer-
ing he (Christ) hath perfected for ever
them that are sanctified.” ™ '

“Ilave not you priests in your
chureh ¥”

“ We have none,” I responded.

“What, then, are the ralers in your
church called ¥ he asked.

* They arc called clders or bishops,”
I replied.

“Irom the Greek word preshuteras
your church takes her name,” he said.

“ It does,” I said, ¢ and you must ad-
mit that we have a Scriptural name, at
least.”

“ But the term also signifies pricst,”
he said.

“ It has never been so translated,except
in a few instances, in the version of the
Seripturesreceived in your own church,”
I replied

“ Bat,” said be, “the Hebrew shows
that the terin does signify priest.”

Y auswered to this vain and petty at-
tempt at a display  of superior learning—
«I bave learned a little Ilebrew, and
would Jike to hear you explain from it
how the term comes to signify priest.”

This etymological attempt was not
made of course.  Iiut, by way of saving
appearances, he again said, * Sure  did
not Christ lrave a Church upon carth 2

« Ile did,” I said, “®ard He also tells us
of an apostate. Chureh, and gives us the
marks of it. Do you you recollect what
the apostle says, in writing to Timothy,
¢ Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that
in the latter times some shall depart from
the faith, giving hced to seducing spirits
and doctrines of devils, forbidding to-mar-
ry, and commanding to abstain from
meats.”  Peteralso tells usthat she would
make merchandize of men. Now, these
murks are applicable to no Church cx-
cept yours.”

.
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“1f you had a {riend or sister,” he said,
wonld ‘vou not think celibacy a holier
state for them 2 ‘The apustle akbo recom-
mends it”

« But God hath said, by the same apos-
tle,” T replicd, « that * marriage is honousr-
able in all.’  This includes priest as well
as lavinen ; and surely Adam, in a state
of innocency, and Moses, and David, and
Aarvon the priest, and his successors, were
as boly men as the priests of the prescnt
day.”

i Celibacy is a rule of the Chureh,” he
said.

« But,” replied I, ¢ the Church has no
sight to make such a rule, and by doing
s0 the Chureh of Rome has showed she 15
the apostate Church”

«In the Church,” he said, ¢ Christ ap-
pointed a vicar on carth to regulate the
aflairs at'the Ghurch.”

« Churist,” I replied, “is both head and
foundation of His Church. He is King
in Zion, and he has given laws and regu-
Jations to His Church. It is no human
foundation on which Go®s Church rests.
¢ Other foundation can no man lay than
that which is laid, which is Christ Jesus.”

He bade me good morningsaying ¢ We
must hear the Church.”

Ifollowed him to the door, saying,
# Christ isits head. Wenust receive
His teaching and obey is laws.” I Lade
him good morning, and said that I would
be happy for himto call whenever he
found it convenient.

D.FERGUSON.

Bealderig, Dec. 24, 2852.
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