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“ Agnosticism simply means that @ man shall not say he
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« Assent to no proposition the matter of which 1s not so
clear and distinct that it cannot be doubted.”—ID ESCARTES.

Notes and Comments.

TRE SUSPENSION OF “ SECULAR THOUGHT.”
———— .

Ovr readers will bave been somewhut starfled at the
etion of the Postmaster-General, in refusing to allow
| SEcurLaR THOUGHT to go through the Canadian mails;
though it must be confessed that the continuation by the
rresent Postmaster-General of the ban placed aupon the
ew York Truth Seeker by his predecessor in office was
ot a circumstance to justify the roseate views of many
of our friends asto the advent in Canndirn officialdom
of more liberal views regarding the rights of individuals
to Free Thought and Free Speech. Well, the incident
is over, as the appearance of the present number of the
paper will make msznifest, and all that is leit to us is to
“mend our ways,’—as far, that is, as printing matter

~- which may be peculinrly offensive to our theological ad-
) g: versaries is concerned, and for which our journal was

excluded from the Canadian mails,—and set ourselves
seriously to the task of endeavoring to obtain the aboli-
tion of the tyrannical power at present possessed by the
Government, represenied by the Posbmaster-General, of
violently suppressing opinions to which they may be
opposed. Meanwhile, we shall endeavor to act in good
faith with our friend at Ottawa. It will, of course, be
impossible for us to bow down to his ido!s, or to respect
them any the more because he has power to *“squelch ™
‘us by a stroke of his pen; in truth, they only appear
to us in & more ridiculous and helpless plight when their
cbampion endeavors to protect them. The height of
absurdity is reacbed when a business man takes up tte
role of & Pope, either on his own initiative or at the in-
stigation of prieefs, Readers of the correspondence

which we publish to-day will see that Freethinkers are
themselves by no means & unit in this matter ; and it
would probably have been better for the cause of the
Postmaster-General had he left us to the tender mercies
of our own friends. As it is, in delference to their opi-
nions as well as to the obligations entered into with the
Postmaster-General, we shall “xoar like a sucking-dove”
when in future we contemplate the outrageously absurd
situations involved in the current Christinn theogony
and ite prophetical and ecclesiastical accessories. The
last oflicial letter in the correspondence cails attention to
tLe condition of the Canadian law in regard to the ec-
clesiastical offence known as * blasphemous libel.” The
Postmaster-General will probably know more about that
mythical offence than he appears to know at present if
he ever enters an action under the statute relating to it,
but, whatever might be the decision of & prejudiced
judge and jury in such & case, it is our clear opinion
that Securar THouGHT has neyer published anytbing to
bring it within the scope of the terms :ecited by the
Postmaster. We put the correspondence on record in
full :
“ PosT OFFICE DEPARTMENT, CANADA,
** O1TAWA, 30th March, 1399.

“ S1r,—I am directed to inform you that, the attention of
the Postmaster-General having been called to the issue of
¢ Secular Thought* hearing date the z5th inst., and particularly
to a contribution which appears therein under the title of
¢ An Easter Hymn,” he has considered it proper to issue an
order excluding the journal in question from the mails of this
country.

“ Instructions to this effect have to-day been given to the
Postmaster of Toronto.

¢ 1 am, sir, your ohedient servant,
AV, D. LESUEUR, Secretary.

« C. M. Ellis, Esq., Proprictor and Publish -,

1851 Queen St. West, Toronto.”

This communication was supplemented on Saturday
morning by another from the Toronto Postmaster, in-
forming us that the papers which had been mailed on
Thursday, and for the carringe and delivery of which we
had paid, were still in the Post-office, and would not be
forwarded. This we looked upen as & most unwarrant-
able proceceding, as the mail bags weve at the Union
Staticn, and shauld bave beeh sent off before the Post-
master-General’s order was received. One bag, indeed,
wss 50 sent. Under these circumstances, we at first felt
like making the strongest possible prctest against what
we conceived to be & most unjust piece of tyranny. Ouc
Jegnl adviser thought & fair ground existed under the
statutes for an action against the official, but our readers
can appreciate the difficulties that would be encountered
in fighting theGovernment, which an action would prac-
tically amount to; and alter dae consideration and con-
sultation with friends, we addressed the following letter
to the Postmaster-General :

-
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“ 1854 Queen St West, Toronto, April 3, 1899,
P the Hon, thePostmaster-General,
* Ottawa, Ont.

“Sir,~1I have received a notification from you that my jovr-
nal,. Srcurar Troueur, will not be allowed to pass through
the Canadian mails, the ground of your order being the appear-
ance in it of an article entutled * An Easter Hymn.’

* In asking you to rescind your order, 1 beg to submit these
considerations :

“ You must be well aware that the editor of a paper cannot
always exercise full supervision over all the matter which ap-
pears in it.  If every journal were to be suppressed in which
an objectionable item might occasionally appear, probably few
journals would continue to be published.

“ My journal is subscribed to by many prominent men in
Canada, and 1 have veceived many letters approving of its
genceral conduct and its clean and moderate tone, 1 greatly
regret that any item should have appeared 1o which you could
take exception.

“‘T'o carry out your order will involve me in very serious
loss, and this is a punishment which I think your sense of jus-
tice will show you should not be inflicted without my being
heard in my own defence.

“ Should you favor me by rescinding your order, I will en-
deavor to see that no such objectionable matter shall appear in
future,

“ I would beg also to mention that our papers of last week,
which were mailed on Thursday, and on which postage had
been paid, have been stopped and returned to us.

* Very respectfully yours,
* J. SpeNCER ELus”

The Postmaster-Gieneral returned this reply :

“ Post OFFICE DEPARTMENT, CANADA,
Orrawa, 6th April, 1899.
“ J. Spencer Ellis, Esq.,
185 14 Queen St. West, Toronto.

* Si—1 aun dirccted to acknowledge your letter of~the 3rd
instant, on the subject of the notification conveyed to you in
my letter of the 3oth ultimo, that the journal entitled SECULAR
THouGHT, published at Toronto and edited by you, would in
future be excluded from the mails on account of the objec-
tionable character of a portion of the contents of the issue of
the 25th ultimo.

“You add that this order should be rescinded, observing
that ¢ the editor of a paper cannot always exercise full super-
vision over all the matter which appears in it 2’ that the general
character of the paper has been ‘clean and moderate ;” and
that you ¢ much regret that any item should have appeared in
it to which objection could reasonably be taken.’

“You add that should the order he rescinded you will endea-
vor to sce that no such objectionable matter ‘shall appear in
future.

*“Inreply, I am to say that scction 17¢ of the Criminal
Code (1892) makes it an indictable offence to publish *any
blasphemous libel ’ (the word *libel ’ in this case being used in
its general legal sense of any writing) while the Post Office Act
49 Vic. Chap. 35, Sec. 103 declares that ¢ every one who posts
for transmission or delivery by or through the post any..... .
matter or thing of an indecent, immoral, seditious, disloyal,
scurrilous or libellous character. . .is guilty of a misdemeanor.’

“The contribution entitled ¢ An Easter Hymn,’ which ap-
. peared in the issue of your paper above referred to, is in the
opinion of tho Postmaster-General of a class of publications
prohibited by law and therefore not entitled to the privileges
of the Post Office.

* He infers from your letter that it was so published without
your knowledge.

“In view of the statement you make that you will ‘endeavor
to sec that no such objectionable matter shall appear in future,’
I am to say that if you can undertake to ezercise such a care
that no prohibited publications shall hereafter appear in the
columns of the paper the privilege of the mails will be restored.

It must be very clearly understood, however, that such
supervision shall be efficiently and regularly performed, so that

the Department may not be under the necessity of calling in
question subsequent issues of the paper.  If such matter
appeared in future issues, the Department would have to con-
clude that the paper was not one to which the privilege of the
mails should be granted.

“If you are prepared tn accept this arrangement, and will
telegraph me to that effect to-morrow, the Postinaster at
I'oronto will be instructed by telegrapn to allow the paper to
go forward.

1 am, sir,
* Your ubedient servant,
“W. D. LESUEUR.
“Secretary.”

In accordance with the conditions thus Inid down, fwe :

sent this message by telegraph :
“‘Toronta, April 7, 1899.
“W. . LeSueur, Xsq,
Secretary Postmaster-General, Ottawa.
** RE SEcULaR THOUGHT.

“ Sir,—1 accept arrangement proposed in your letter of yes-

terday, and will observe conditions named in good faith,
« J. SpEncer Eruis.”

Now, although we are once again on deck, and are
fully prepared to keep our engagement with the Post-
master-General to heep strictly within the lawaccording
to his interpretation of it, and until it is made both less
doubtful and more in accord with present day notions of
liberty and justice, the smmtlon is not without grave
difficulties for us. Some of our friends would perhaps
be pleased to see all matter excluded from our columns
escept solid argument..tive articles; others demand a
iarger attention to scientific matters ; and others, includ-
ing many of our best supporters, like to see some relief
from the peavier mental food that satisfies the more
phlegmatic sections. On the whole, we think we have
fairly satisfied our subscribers, and especially those of
the last class, though, as one of our correspondents hints,
we can hardly expect to readily find & modern rivai to
Voltaire. But our difficulty arises in drawing the line
between what the Postmaster-General may consider ob-
jectionable and what he may think allowable in the way
of religious humor. With * An Easter Hymn” as an
exampie, we may mark certain ideas as coming within
the range of subjects to be kept out of the sacrilegious
clutches of “ A, Cede,"” though we presume that official
etiquette may be satisfied if they are dealt with by our
more sober friend Cattell. On these subjects we shall
have to exercise our risible faculties in private, and not
as if we were in a circus gazing at Barnum's mermaid,
and looking at-the yokels wondering at—and believing
in—the marvellous freak of nature before them. We
presume it will be allowable to laugh a little at drunken
old Noah, or Balaam’s talking sss, or Samson’s foxes:
butipossibly it will not be wise to laugh too loud, far
fear that some future Postmaster-General, possibly more
bigoted and more autocratic than the present one, may
make out & case against us of constructive blasphemy,
and send us off to jail as well as stop the paper.
our own pert, we cannot sce where to draw the line, for,
just as there is no quality in miracle—all miracles are
equally wonderful,—so divinity does not adwit of any
qualification. To doubt the truth or “ sacredness’’ of the
words of a ** divine man” is logically no more blasphemons

For
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than to doubt his existence or to laugh at his extravagant
and fabulous performances. But with what ability we
possess we shall endeavor to keep faith with our friend
at Ottawa,—not exactly trying, indeed, to serve both God

and Mammon, but keeping our powder as *“ dry ™’ as poe-
sible while expending it upon the fetishes whicn the dis-
criminating official mind may deem of less importance
than others more familiar-to it; and taking advantage
of that logical degeneracy which fails to see with

the Founder of Methodism that the Christian theology

hangs together as a consistent whole, given its funda-
mental postulates, and that the chain would be broken

just as effectually by giving up witcheraft as by giving

up the Bible or the Trinity.

FROM A. CEDE.
— e
Fditor SECULAR THOUGHT.

Dear Sir,—1 was very considerably surprised when I found
that my little Easter Hymn (first and probably last hymn ever
composed by me) had been received in such an unfriendly
spirit by the great P. M. G. of Ottawa. Of course he must
have known that the poem was not written especially for him,
and baving read it for the sole purpose of criticising it, he
should, as a fair judge, free from bias, have dwelt somewhat
upon the merits of the poem while condemning it as unworthy
on the whole to share the mail bag with the War Cry and
other godly publications of the day. A little favorable criticism
on his part would have made the blow fall lighter on one whom,
for all he knows, may be an aspiring David or a budding Dr.
Watts, now lying crushed beneath his ponderous, overwhelming
condemnation.  Leaving him to the torments of his accusing
conscience, I will now try and relieve my own conscience by
begging the kind forgiveness of the readers of your valuable
paper for having been the cause of their being deprived of the
last jssue of S. T, Pepitently yours,

B ’ "~ + A.CEDE.

TORONTO SECULAR SOCIETY.
—_——

O~ Sunday, the 2nd inct., our friend Mr. Gordon paid usa
visit after his lengthened tour in the States, and gave a piano
solo, Mr. H. Pierce then gave a short address and recited a
poem of his own composition. Mr. Risser was the speaker
of the evening, and read come very interesting extracts from
Mr. Ed. Carpenter’s essay on *Art and Democracy.” Mr.
Ellis then made a statement in regard to the suspension of
Securar THOUGHT, after which there was a lively discussion,
in which Messrs. Hickerson (the chairman), Hurst, Weaver,
and Ellis took part.

On Sunday, the gthinst., Mr. Firth in the chair, after a state-
ment by Mr. Ellis in reference to the trouble with the Post-
master-General and some remarks thereon by the chairman,
Mr. Weaver, of Halirax, Eng., gave the address of the evening
on “The Churches and Social Reform.” Mr. Weaver spoke
forcibly and pleasingly, and his many good points were heartily
appreciated. He'very strongly denounced the Archbishop of
Canterbury for praying for the success of the murderous expe-
dition in Egypt. The churches had made some progress, and
if they were urged sufficiently histiops and- priests would-soon
find it advisable to make a good deal more. He approved of
rigicule as an argument. The fact that the churches were
fighting among themselves was sufficient to prove the falsity of
their claims as teachers of brotherly love. ‘The great churches
amid squalid poverty were a direct lie to their pretensions. At
present the churches refused to aid any efficient social reform.
Some discussion followed, the speakers generally appioving
the lecture heartily.

Mr. Ellis will give an address next Sunday evgning, and
Messrs. Edward Meek and Phillips Thompson will give ad-
dresses on the subject of the powers of the Postmaster-General
and the law of biasphemous libel, ‘

NOTES FROM NEW YORK.
—— ) wo——
Tie Erening Post, of ihis city, which has not neglected
an opportunity to flagellate the howling dervishes of
Protestantism, who were let loose by the righteous man
who at present rules this country by the grace of the
millionaires, at the time he declared the unnecessary
war against Spain, had two editorial notes last Friday
which I give in full. In the first it says:

“We are getting new ideas out of our Philippine experi-
ences on a great many subjects nowadays. For one thing,
we are learning what wretchedly inefficient old fogies the
managers of our missionary enterprises have always been.
‘The approved modern system, which we are substituting for
the slow-going nethods of the “ back number” societies, is
thus set forth by one of its champions, the Rev. Dr. Wayland
Hogyt of Philadelphia :

“ ¢Christ is the solution for the difficulty regarding national
expansion. ‘There never was = more manifest providence
than the waving of Old Glory over the Phillippines. The
only thing we can do is to thrash the natives until they under-
stand who we are. I believe every bullet sent, every cannon
shot, every flag waved means righteousness. When we have
conquered anarchy, then is the ¢ime to send Christ there.’

‘“ A graphic picture of the way we are making the natives
‘understand who we are’ is drawn in the report published
this morning from F. A. Blake, of California, who is in charge
of the Red Cross work at Manila. He wrote just a weck
after the fighting actually commenced last month, and he thus
describes the scene at the end of the first day’s operations :

* ¢I never saw such execution in my life, and hope never
again to see such sights as met me on all sides as our little
corps-passed.over the field, dressing wounded—legs and arms
nearly demolished, total decapitation, horrible wounds in chest
and abdomen, showing the determination of our soldiers to
kill every native in sight. The Filipinos did stand their
ground heroically, contesting every inch, but proved them-
sélves unable to stand the deadly fire of our well-trained and
eager boys in blue. I counted seventy nine dead natives in
one small field, and learn that on the other side of the river

their bodies were stacked up for breastworks.”

*
* %X

In the second it goes on :

“ How ridiculously slow and weak does the old system of
sending the Christ to the heathen appear compared with such
quick and cffective work as this! Under the antediluvian
methods pursued by the missionary of the Judson school, the
representative of Christianity must win the confidence and
love of the heathen before he could get a hearing for the
Gospel.  -As the Portland (Me.) Press points out, *that was
always an arduous and unpleasant task, and frequently was at-
tended with great physical discomfort and sometimes personal
danger,” white *Mr. Hoyt’s discovery greatly simplifies the
work of spreading the Gospel.”  The press thus elucidates the
modern method:

# ¢« Lvery missionary hereafter should go to his field with a
body of troops well provided with Gatling and Hotchkiss guns
and zbundant ammunition If his feld is near the coast, a
hattleship or two will improve the chances of success in his
chosen work. To render the natives more receptive, several
hundred or thousand, if there are many, of them should be
treated with bullets and shells—or in the language of Mr.
Hoyt, should be ¢thrashed’ until they understand who the

niissionaries are and the benevolent object of their mission.
After the natives have heen made sufficiently receptive by this
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kind of treatment then the Gospel can be preached with assur-
ance that the seed will fall on good ground.’

“ It is perbaps not surprising that our oldest missionary
organizations have not yet caught up with the procession, and
that the American Board of Commissioners for Forcign Mis-
sions is utterly opposed to the new system.  But this need be
no obstacle, A modern issionary society can he quickly
organized and ‘financed’ by the expansionists—say, the
McKinly-Hanna Syndicate Board for Thrashing Savages into
Accepting Christianity.”

:k**

‘T'he Torquemada-like savagery of this follower of *“ the
meek and lowly Jesus,” Rev. Dr. Wayland Hoyt, is
only surpassed by the cowardice of the men of his caste
in the other sccts who dare not denounce him because,
probably, their salaries depend upon the millionaire and
other republicans who form the bulk of their congrega-
tions, and would not approve of their antagonizing *‘ the

_policy of the President.”” 'The prenching of religion in
this country is therefore largely a question of politics
and money. But what else can be expected? Dr.
Wayland Hoyt is only & Christian, after all, from whom
nothing else can be expected. [s not his god the great
Jehovah, the awful one named Jah? The same who
taught his chosen one Jacob how to cheat his father-in-
law by the cross-breeding of stock of a particular kind ;
and who incited and commanded the descendants of his
chosen one to plunder, kill, and utterly destroy, to hew
in pieces, “to thrash the natives ™ e la Wayland Hoyt.
It would be difficult to find in history expressions of
more devilish ferocity than those of the Philadelphian
Rev. Doctor. What would good old William Penn say
could he return to the scene of his labors among the
Indians, sinee wiped out by Christians of the stamp of
Wayland Hoyt ? But still more what would ** the Christ™
whom this reverend savage wants to send out over the
field strewn with the victims of American Christian
brutality, say ?

*“:*

But, after all, what has one to expect ? Is not the Rev.
Dr. Wayland Hoyt one of the extreme productions of
our capitalistic Christian civilization, and the righteous
man at Washington another ? Discussing this subject
last night with & former supporter of President McIKinley,
my frivnd said that he was ““ a man of weak moral fibre.”
To this I assented, and ventured to remarh that perhaps
he might more properly be described as a man without
any fibre at all, moral or otherwise, but simply & man
of putty mouided to the will of those whose tool he is ;
and they are men without moral fibre or consciousness.
To this has the great American republic cume at last.
As Thomas Moore, the Irish poet, says in his ode to
Columbis,

“ She’s old in youth, she’s blasted in her prime.”
»
LR

Clerical literature runs into some curious veins on
occasions. Here is a sample from a Parish Magazine
written by a Southampton (Iing.) viear:

* Primitive and Apostolic Christianity was a cross-bearing,
suffering, troublesome, sclf-denying, cnduring, costly thing,

For instance, one could scarcely imagine Jesus Christ smoking
a pipe with tlis friend Lazarus, or St. Paul and lydia dancing
a waltz together, or St. John and St. Peter spending hours over
‘three-penny nap !’ But how many so-called Christians of
to-day would rather abandon Christianity altogether than
abandon these ‘innocent indulgences !’ ‘This means that the
Vinnocent indulgences ’ are our master.”

The viear is deficient both in logic and a sense of
hamor.  The sacrifice should not be all on one side. If
his pavishioners are to give up their harmless dances,
soothing smokes, three-penny nap, and other innocent
amusements, he too should be ready to follow the ex-
ample of his master and give up his comfortable parson-
age, his cosy fireside, and take to the road preaching
the gospel to those who would listen to him, and, when
he could get nothing better to eat, living on the ears of
corn picked in the fields and sleeping with a stune for a
pillow. But this would be asking too much, besides
that, in Christian England, he would be hauled up by a
vompous police-constable before the bench of country
justices and sent to prison to pick oakum for vagrancy
and petty lavceny.

**;f(

From a circular sent to me from England I learn that
there are now no less than 180,000 Jews in London, and
that a fund has been started to convert them to Chris-
tianity. Of all wasted money I do not believe there is
areater waste than in using it in trying to convert the
race of Israel to the general application of the ethieal
principles on which theoretical Christianity is founded.
It is repu:gnant to them in every sense, and they ave as
refractory as adamant to the principles it inculcates. It
is time and money wasted to try and convert a Jew; he
only becomes a bad Christian and a worse Jew. If the
object, however, of the raisers of the fund is to furnish
some loafing Christians with occupations justifying the
payment of salaries, why then I say, let it go on if there
are fools ready to shell out the money. But I cannot
understand a Jew acting asa decoy-duck or stool-pigeon
to bring bis co-religionists into the Christian net. The
cthics of the Jewish faith are, as I understand them,
the same as those of other religions, therefore a good
Jew is as good as & good Christian, neither better nor
worse ; it is in the practice of them that the Jew fails as
do other religicnists. The Jew in addition cummits the
fatal error of reserving his practical ethics for his own
race, and letting himself out on the Gentile in compen-
sation, and this i3 as true of the members of the race
who have been domiciled in so-called civilized countries
for* generations as of the newly arrived refugee from
Jew-baiting Austrin or Russia. It is only a few years
ago that there were only some 50,000 Jews in the United
Kingdom, now according to latest statenients there are
over 800,000, with constant additions from Liussia; and
in London anti-Semitism has manifested itself on several
occasions. The Christians had better take the beam
out of tlfeir own eye before trying to take the motes ont
of those of their Jewish brethren.

New York, April 6/99. OvTis.

e
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Higgins’ Horae Sabbaticac;
Or an Atterpt to Correct Certain Superstitious
and Vulgar Errors Respecting the Sabbath,
Preface by Peter Eckler, Crown 8vo. P:per,
25¢.; cloth, soc. :

Life of Jesus. By ErNest Renaw,
with many valuable illustrations, 4o0 pp., crown
8vo, paper, 50 cents;
cloth, gilt top, 75
ceots.

Although educated
asa Catholic pricst,
Renan, from study
and observation, be-
came a philosopher,
From his religious
training he had
lcarned to admire
and respect the chars
acter and teaching of
Jesus of Narareth,
but his gocd sense
and reazon led him
to disbelieve in the
:u(pematm'al origin
of the “Som of
Mary.”” His reasons
for this disbelief—
this want of faith—are as follows, and are given
in his own words:

* None of the miracles with which the old bistories are
filled took placo under sofentific conditions. Obsezvation,
which has never onoe beéen falsified, teaches ta that
miracies never mgm t in times and ocountrics in
which they are believed, and before pbysicians d
to delisve them. No mirscle ever oocured in the presence
cf men oapable of testing its miraculous racter.
Nclther common people nor men of the wosld are ablo
to dothis. 1t requires fml procautions and longhabita
of scientific 0! n our days, bave we no&:es:

ocontemporary mirscle will bear inqul
adle thnptoth? iracles of the pu‘:,q whzﬁ ave all

ar gatherings, would equaiiy present

i o i L A AR AT b i
{1) ¥ L] 4
them tn detall$ !

Man in the Past, Present
AND FUTURE., By Prof, Ludwig Bichner. It
describes Man as ‘3 being not put upon the earth
accidentally by an arbitrary act, but produred in
harmony with the earth’s nature, and belonging
to it as do the flowers and fruitg to the tree which
bears them.!" Cloth, $1.00.

Mahomet, the lllustrious,
Ry Gudfrey Higgins, Etq. Perhaps no author
has appeared who was better qualified for writing
an honest Lsfe of Makomet—The Jlustrious—
than Godfrey H}?:gins. Esq., the author of the
l»resent work, is knowledge of the Oriental
auguages, hiscarefuland methodical examination
of all known authorities—his evident desire t0
state the exact truth, jcined to the judicial char-
acter of his mind, eminently fitted him for the
task, and he has proriuced a work that will prove
of interest tn both Mahometans and Christians.
Preface by Peter Eckler. Crown 8vo. paper, 23¢.3
cloth, soc.

Mahomet: His Birth, Char-
ACTER AND DOCTRINE., By Edward Gibbon,
Lsqg. Gibbon’s account of the Arabian legislator
and prophet, is conceded to be historically cornct
in cvery particular, and so grand and perfect in
every detail as to be prac-ically beyond the reach
of adverse criticism, Crown 8vo, paper, 25¢.3
cloth, soc.

Address all orders to

C. M. ELLIS,

Secular ¢ Thought * Office,
185} QUERN STREET, Wost,

‘Toronto, Can.

DYNAMIC SOCIOLOGY.

BY PROF. wWakD.

V.

I is thus clear how whelly different must be both the nature and the plan
of operation of a truly progressive system from those of any of the non-pro-
gressive systems which have divided up the energics of the world in the past.

It may be asked, “ Where can this knowledge be obtained ¢ Must we go to
nature for it and dig it out of the bowels of the earth before we can scatter it
among men? " This is now happily unnecessary. Unaided nature, operating
upon man as upon animals and plants, has impelled him to seek this know-
ledge for himself, and obeying this strictly biological law, he has brought to
light a vast mass of truth, sufticient, if properly distributed, to place society
on the highway to permanent prosperity. But, a8 the movement, being a
purely natural one, has been strictly egoistic, this mass of knowledge has
remained locked up in the minds of a few persons, and has only been allowed
to exert an indirect influence on the state of society, and scarcely any on the
great majority of its indi~idual members. Further, society at large, which has
come into the possession of the greater part of this knowledge, has taken no
pains to secure its diffusion among its members. The only means of obtaining
this knowledge is for each individual to seek it out for himself—an effort
which not one in a thousand could afford to make, even should he chance to
have a desire. The great majority never even learn the fact that any such
fund tl)f knowledge exists in the world. Comparatively few have any idea of
its value.

It is customary in our day to recommend in the strongest terms the
extension to all our higher institutions of the facilities for increasing know-
ledge, for independent original research. This is well, but the fact-is that
not one-hundredth part of the facts which original research has already
brought forth are to-day obtainable by the one-hundredth part of the members
of society, so that not one truth in ten thousand is fully utilized. Why go on
bringing forth new truth, when in the existing state of society it is impossible
to make a proper use of what we already bave? It would not be difficult to
demlonstrate that this constant accumulation of materials for progress so
far beyond the capacity of society to utilize them, or even to become conscious
of their existence, exerts along with s me direct benefits a large amount of
indirect evil to society itself. It is like gorging the stomach to repletion in
the hope that thereby nutrition may Le increased. And, just as this may
with some safety be done by lowly-organized creatures, while its practice by
highly-organized ones is certain to end in reaction and disease, so the early
and-lowly organized societies of the world may without danger have accumu-
lated great musses of facts for the later ang more delicately-constituted ones
to apply, while the same policy pursued by the latter makes a dangerous
chasm between the intelligent few and the ignorant many, which cannot fail
to accomplish the aggrandisement of the former at the expense of the latter.
To this influence, if I mistake not, is to be ascribed (he greater part of the
evils of which modern society complains. Every cultivated mén has often
wondered at the extraordinary degree of refinement to which many branches
of knowledge have been carried. Considered independently of each other,
nearly every so-called science, not to speak of the exts both useful and wsthetic,
has been pursued to the most astonishing heights of specializetion, and
carried out through the most delicate and multiplied ramifications. I need
but refer to the great and useful sciences of mathematics, of astronomy, of
physics, and of chemistry. Still better illustrations, howevex, are to be found
in the less practical sciences of zoology and botany. The incentive in these
iatter seems to have chiefly been mere fondness for the acquisition of facts.
There is scarcely an animal or a plant in Europe, in Awerica, or even in
Australia, that has not been collected, studied, described, named, and classi-
fied. Volumes have been written and profusely illustrated with elegant plates
to describe the species of, certain plants and animals whose practical use to
mankind is not appreciable, and is not in the slightest degree increased by
such accurate knowledge on the part of a few specialists. Considering the
number of important and fundamental problems which every science always
presents, and the manner in which these are neglected, while such abstruse
and useless niceties are spun out by specialists, I have been led to belicve

that, exce%tas goaded on by personsl want, the human intellect prefers trifles -

and hair-breadth subtleties to the serious investigation of trath. This
tendency, so manifest in science, has, as all know, been still more pronounced

-
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in philosophy, and every human eftort is constantly in danger of degencrating
into a gymnastic, .

But not only is all the knowledye in the world confined to o few, but each
different kind of knowledge is in the exclusive possession of a small class of
those few; not only is the mass excluded from knowledge, but those who
lave any possoss only a minute fraction of the usefnl knowledge extant. 1t iy
all chance work; there is no system, no general scheme for the dissemination
of truth.  This is of course the worst feature, but second to it stands the un-
organized state of knowledge itself. If knowledgo eould be diftused, there is
probubly causality enough in the world to co-ordinate and arrange it. But,
unfortunately, those who possess it have obtained it through the mere love of
facts, and belong to the class who see only relations of co-existence and not of
dependence, and hence, as they hold on to their facts and are incompetent to
classify them, these are never generalized, and therefore never utilized ; or
clse they come at their knowledge through the force of necessity, like the
breeders and gardeners, and have no time or desire to inquire after principles.
In either case, their knowledge remains useless, or exerts its beneficial influ-
ence only within a very limited cirele. Unorganized knowledge eannot be
utilized.

The two prime elements, therefore, of any system that aspires really to
benefit the race must be, first, the diffusion of existing knowledge universally
throughout society ; and, secondly, its organization or synthesis, with a view
to the establishment of the true relations of dependence which exisy among
all known truths., The first of these processes is edncation, the second is
philosophy ; but, as the former could not but result in the latter, this may for
present purposes be neglected.

The whole philosophy of human progress, or dynamic seciology, may, Jhere-
fore, be brielly epitomized in a few words: The desive to be happy is the
fundemental stimulus which underlies all social movements, and has ecurried
on all past moral and religions systems. These have been established in
obedienra to the deepest conviction and belief that they were able to recom-
plish the amelioration of the condition of mankind. They failed becnuse
misdirected, owing to the ignorance of man respecting nature, upon which
alone all successful effort must be expended. The only real progress has
resulted from such effort. Some progress has been made in spite of these
badly-directed #nd saperficial systems, but it has been the result of the sedular
forces which have evolved man out of the animal state. The problem is, to
guide these vast and acknowiedged forces in a progressive iustead of in a non-
progressive direction. To do this, something analogous to these past non-
progressive systems must be established. %here wmust e a set of principles,
doctrines, or articles, tv which, as a ereed, the world shall give in itsadhesion.
These principles must be true, and be founded on the natural, and not false,
as in previous systems, and founded on the supernatural.

The fundamental prineiple, or first article, of this new creed is—that all
progress 15 the result of the utilization of the materials and the forces which
exist in nature. ‘The second is, that the true and only way of carrying out
the first lies in the universal diffusion and thorough co-ordination of the know-
ledge now existing in the world respecting the materials and forces of nature
—in short, the scientific education of all the members of society. But, as
the second tenet is but the means of rvealizing, through the first and deeper
truth, the immediate object of human desire, 1t would be sufficient if the latter
alone could be made the direct and special object of popular faith. Before
progress can be achieved. a public sentiment must exist in favor of scientific
education as strong as it nas ever existed in favor of religious education. If,
by the term edweation, there can be constantly implied the two adjuncts,
scientific and popular, if the word can be made to embrace the notion of im-
parting a knowledge of the materials and forces of nature to all the members
of society, there can be no objection to the employment of this word ¢ edu-
cation ” as the embodiment of all that is progressive. ’

Education thus defined is the available means of setting the progressive
wheels of society in motion; it is, as it were, the lever to which the power
must be applied. Give society education, strictly held within the assigned
limits, and all things else will be added. Even the philosophy required to
co-ordinate existing knowledge would be certain to come in time. Continuing,
for the sake of comparison alone, the analogy of the supposed systera with
the systems of the past and present, we may imagine the creeds of the world
supplanted by o similar faith in the progressive principle here formulated.
The energies heretofore so powerfully directed to ccclesiastical work wounld
then be directed to education.l work. The school would fill the place now
occupied by the church. The scientific lecture would supersede the sermon,
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and the study of nutural objects and of standard scientific works would form
& substitute for the study of * sacred ” writings,
This, I must vepeat, is a purely ideal scheme, and one which may never be
actually realized, but it will help us to conceive of something more practieal.
“For its realization would certainly accolerate the rate of social advancement
in some such way as the artificinl development of domesticated animals and
cultivated vegetables, through human foresight and intelligence, has acecele-
rated their natural development due to the blind struggle for existence. Ior
it is just this blind struggle for existence that sociely, as a great organism,
has been thus far making, and is still making, while the proposed system is
nothing mora than the application to society of that foresight and intelligence
which artificial selection applies to organic natuve,

THE RELATIONS OF LLANGUAGE TO THE THINKING PROCESS.

BY THE LATE THOMAS M. HUXLEY,

TroucH we may accept Hume’s conclusion that speechless animals thiuk,
believe, and reason, yet it must be borne in mind that there is an important
difference between the signification of the terms when applied to themn and
when applied to those animals which possess language. The thoughts of the
former are trains of mere feelings; those of the latter are, 1n addition, trains
of the ideas of the signs which represent feelings, and which are called
“ words.”

-.- A word, in fact, is a spoken or written sign, the idea of which is, by repe-
tition, so closely associated with the idea of the simple or complex feeling
which it represents, that the association becomes indissoluble. No English-
man, for example, can think of the word *“ dog ” without immediately having
the idea of the group of impressions to which that name is given; and, con-
versely, the aroup of impressions immediately calls up the idea of the word
““dog.”

Tl%e association of words with impressions and ideas is the process of
naming ; and language approaches perfection in proportion as the shades of
difference between variousideas and impressions are represented by differences
in their names. The names of simple impressions and ideas, or of groups of
co-existent or successive. complex impressions and ideas, considered per se, are
sufstnntives; as redress, dog, silver, mouth; while the names of impressions
or ideas considered as parts or attributes of a complex whole, are adjectives.
Thus redness, considered as a part of the complex iden of a rose, becomes
“yed;” flesh-eater, as part of the idea of a dog, is represented by *‘carni-
vorous; "' whiteness, as part of the idea of silver, is ¢ white,” and so on.

The linguistic machinery for the expression of belief is called predication ;
and, as all beliefs express ideas of relation, we may say that the sign of pre-
dication is the verbal symbol of g feeling of relation. The words which serve
to indicate predication ave verbs. If I say ‘“silver” and then ¢ white,” I
merely utter two names ; but if Iinterpose hetween t'iem the verb “is,” I
express 8 belief in the co-existence of the feeling of whiteness with the other
feelings which constitute the tolality of the complex iden of silver; in other
words, I predicate “ whiteness " of silver.

In such a case as this, the verb expresses predication and nothing else, and
is called & *“ copula.” But, in the great majority of verbs, the word is the
sign of a complex idea, and the predicatiun is expressed only by its form.
"Thus, in ‘“ gilver shines,” the verb * to shine " is the sign for the feeling of
Lrightness, and the mark of predication lies in the form ‘‘ ghine-s.”

Another result is brought about by the forms of verbs. By slight modifi-
cations they are made to indicate that a belief, or predication, is a memory,
or is an expectation. Thus *‘silver shone™ expresses a memory ; * silver il
ghine *’ an, expectation. .

The form of words which expresses a predication is a proposition. Hence,
every predication is the verbal equivalent of a belief; and as every belief is
either an immediate consciousness, & memory, or an expectation, and as every
expectation is traceable to a memory, it follows that, in the long run, all pro-
positions express either immediate states of consciousness or memories. The
proposition which predicates A of X must mean, either that the fact is testi-
fied by my present consciousness, 8s when I say that two colors, visible at
this moment, resemble one another; or that A is indissolubly associated with
X in memory; or that A is indissolubly associated with X in expectation.

But it has already been shown that expectation is only an expression of

memory.—Life of Hume.
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LOVE AND LADBOR.

—— O

Y M. C. O'BYRNE, OF

THE BAR OF ILLINVIS,

Author of * Upon This Rock,” * Song of the dyes,” ele

CHAPT

Tun world may well be grateful to Chry-
sippus the Stoic, who seems to have been
the first to recognize an occult wisdom
beneath the apparently monstrous fables
of the poets.  \Who shall say that certain
of the more modern among the genus
irritabile vatum, who ha\e, in the judg-
ment of their contemporaries, scemed to
despise rhyme and reason, have not,—
loftily contemning alike this utilitarian age
and its mercenary vitilitigators, —derived
their inspiration from the conviction that
future ages will see sweetness and light
where to-day even American Browning-
societies are wandering in Egyptian dark-
ness? It is surely re-assuring to know on
high authority that on the subject of love
there was, among the ancient fahulists, a
* confusion of persons,” something like
that which obtained among theologians
prior to the Councit of Nice, when the
salvation of mankind was, as Gibbon puts
it, dependent on a single diphthong. The
Eros, ofspring of the egg deposited on
Chaos, must be carefully distinguished
from Cupid the Venus-boin, a saucy imp
whose malice toward wankind but too
often leads to chaos or something worse.
It was the latter who. blindly and heedless
of consequences, shot the keenest bolt in
his quiver into the bosom of Dorothy
‘Teulun, to the lasting perturhation of the
maiden’s heart. Scmething inclined to
waywardness from hev childhood Dorothy,
under this new influence, was at times
even wilful in her moods and,—fatal
symptom this, —hecame a lover of solitude,
Like her father, who took pride in one or
two good hunters and whose known
wealth was a sufficient passport to the
best county society, Dorothy rodc well, an
accomplishment which during the winter
threw her much into the society of Gilbert
and other Nimirods ef the district. On the
other hand, hez sister seldom ventured on
horseback, so that it frequently came to
pass that, while Eliza Teulon and Amy
Varcoe were spending many hours together
over books and music, Dorothy, her dark
cheek and eyes aglow wlth health and ex-
citement, was palloping over ploughed
land, fallow, and common to the music of
“Stole Away!” Being an undeniably
good match,—for the whole county knew
that the doctor had added to rather than
diminished the large fortune he had in-
herited,—and of a family which, to say the
least, was quite equal to that of the ordi-
nary East Anglian squire, Dorothy was by
no means without beaux, and being a trifle
coquettish she generally, at bals and else-
where, had half-a-dozen or more victims
dangling in her train. Nay, more than
this, Sir George Croyland, a Lincolnshire
baronet a year or so younger than her own
father, was known to have made a formal
proposal during a late vicit at Drayton
Hall, and, on being rejected, to have
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made an exile of himself somewhere
among the Norway fjords..

Generally speaking, the home life at the
Prioary was very quiet; but of course there
were times when Gilbert Arderne was
compelled to exercise the hospitality due
from a person in his position. On all such
occasions Mrs. Arderne insisted that Amy
should share in the gaieties and amuse-
ments provided for the guests, and when
Amy herself would have,~~modestly con-
scious that she was being lifted ow of her
native sphere,—protested her. pro.ectress
invariably chided her.

*¢ [ did not take you from Cornwall, my
dear,” she would say, “to be my depend-

ent, or to have you occupy some such’

equivocal position as that of a poor gover-
ness in a house of parvenus  Among my
son’s guests you will never, 1 am sure,
meet with any superciliousness or arrogant
assumption of superiority. I will say this
much for them, country-hred though many
of them are, that Gilbert’s friends are all
gentlemen  Now and then, my dear, you
may perhaps find some of our own sex to
envy your beauty and, I will add, your ac-
complishments, but even then your mod-
esty and retiring nature will disarm them.”

Thus encouraged, Amy rapidly con-
formed herself to the new life, her progress
heing facilitatec by her friendship with
Eliza Teuloh. When at length it wis de-
termined that the family should move to
town Amy, who knew nothing of London
and its attractions, neard the news with
regret, mainly because she saw in it a pros.
pect of some months’ separation from her
friend. At their next meeting she could
not help expressing this, and she was de-
lighted when Eliza said:

“We are going w0 London too, Amy;
Dorothy has persuaded papa to do so : it
will be the first time for, [ think, five years.
Your people have a fine house in Eaton
Square, we shall be content with humbler
lodging in Wimpole Street. Dorothy is
already in anticipation enjoying herself in
the way she likes best,—1I believe Mr.
Arderne owns what they call a house-hoat
somewhere up the Thames where there is
to be much junketting; I have thought
that you and I might manage to escape
this part of the affair and take our own
quieter pleasure together.”

*“That would be delightful.” said Amy,
“we could then spend whofe days in the
Ahbey, the Tower, the British Museum,
and—"

“ And the wax-works, my dear,” inter-
rupled Eliza with a laugh, “in the (‘ham-
ber of Horrors, where all the rustics go, I
am told. Yes, I told Mrs. Arderne the
other day that we two, you and 1, must be
allowed to ‘ do’ London,—I think that is
the proper phrase,—after our own manner,
and she consented at once, stipulating that
now and then she must be allowed to ac-

company us. Irom something she said
! have an idea she is somewhat interested
in this new fad called ‘T'heosopby, and as
there are certain priests and priestesses of
occultism in town she will probably put
herself into communication with them.
Who knows ? she may possibly take us to
some of their meetings? TFancy yourself
learning how to transcend the linits of
material nature to which, in our present
state, we are in some sort bond slaves ! ”

“Such studies have been regarded as
unlawful in the past,” replied Amy, “and
nothing would induce me to take part in
them. Surely, Ltiza, that which in ancient

times was known as magic is inconsistent

with the Christian religion?”

“Really I do not know,” said Eliza,
“Mrs Arderne is a good Chnstian, as
even Mr, Summerford allows, but I re-
member that, soon after her son’s return,
she had quite a discussion with the rector
in this very room on the subject of recon-
ciling the doctrine of re-incarpation with
Catholic faith, and, do you know, 1 think
she alinost had the best of it?  However,
Amy, you and I need not fear being led
astray into the wilderness of the esoteric
philosophy ; jou being too good a church-
woman, and I being too practical, as pa
says.”

One afternoon about the middic of Apnil
Amy Was returning to the Priory from a
visit to Eliza, the last before leaving for
London. The day was unusually warm
for so early a scason, and Amy, having
been kept at home by nearly a week of
almost incessant rain, made up her mind
to go by way of the Copse, as the wood
that lay “south of the Priory park was
called. ‘This would make her journey at
least twice as long, but the prospect of a
good walk tempted her tu leave the high
road just as she reached the foot of the
hill by the lych gate of the old churchyard.
Across the road a sort of swing-gate,
known in Withington as the Kissing Gate,
led into the plantation. She had just
passed through when Abel Pilgrim came
down the hill and made a respectful salu-
tation. ‘This in some ruspects churlish
man was always polite and goodnatured to
Amy, being always ready and even eager
to render her any little service in his
power.  Shortly after passing the lych
gate Pilgrim encountered his master, also
on his way home from Withington.

“ Ahel,” said Gilbert, ** was not that
Miss Varcoe who went up the hill just
now? did you meet her?”

* Miss Varcoe has been to the doclor’s,
Master Gilbert,” rveplied Pilgrim; “she
has not'géne up the hill but through the
woods. ‘The young lady is a good walker,
sir, but you may soon overtake her.  ‘T'he
black mare you rode to the meet oa
Monday has barked her knee, Master
Gilbert, and Hobbs came up from the
stable to ask for some liniment, 1 told
him that five oils was the best thing in life
for it; but he says no, that the master
was to order some doctor stuff at the
chemist’s.”

“You will find it there, Abel,”said Gil-
bert, *“some bottles of embrocation. Bring

=
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them with you, and let Hobbs have them
as soon as you get back.”

Looking back, Abel Pilgrim saw his
master stand in apparent hesitation beside
the Kissing Gate, but o.ily for a moment.

*“Ah 1" ejaculated the major domo, I
thought he would follow her : I knew he
would ; I have seen it in bis eyes for
months. He is, whatever others may be,
a true branch of the old stock. It seems
a pity, a great pity, but it cannot be
helped now.”

Whatever skill Abel had as a physiog-
nomist, it was evident that Gilbert Ar-
derne had made up his mind to overtake
Awmy. The footpath bhetween. the road
and the plantation was divide¢ rom the
park by a low bank-hedge, out of which
grew black-budded ash trees and a few
dwarf elms. The path itself followed the
bend of this hedge, so that, although the
trees were as yet leafless, Amy was not
visible from where Gilbert'was standing.
He overtook her, however, almost imme-
diately just as she entered the Copse, and
his keen eyes were quick to observe that
she flushed slightly at his approach.

“Good afternoon, Miss Varcne,” he
said, raising his hat, “this is a jortunate
weeting for me. I could almost wish that
your old enemy Bruno were here to afford
me another opportunity to pose as a res-
cuer of distressed beauty.”

“You must excuse me for not echoing
that wish, Mr. Arderne,” Amy replied.
« [ fear I appear at a great disadvantage
where savage dogs are concerned.”

“ You appear as you always do, Miss
Varcoe, as your mirror no doubt has long
ago taught you ; tur I canndt believe that
so much beauty is wholly unconscions of
its own existence.”

‘We are both speaking like the charac-
ters in a book,” she said with a smile;
- but I think we neither of us can main-
tain the stilted style very successfully. I
scarcely know why I chose (o come
through the Copse ; I supposed 1 should
have a quiet watk to the Priory this way.”

‘ Which is tantamount to saying that
you could well dispense with company,
Amy,” returned Gilbert. “ Do not think
that 1 have not seen all your reserve
towards me since we have lived together.
1 bave seen it.”

‘ Mr. Arderne,” she said, * if you have
seen this you ought, as a gentleman, to
understand it and to refrain from noticing
it. You know my position: I am not a
lady born, but, in some sort, a dependent,
kindly, considerately treated, but still a
dependent. Kuowing this, yoy must also
know, you do know, that even the most
innocent presumption on my -part would
be perilous to me.”

“ Perilous to you?” he asked. *1
confess that I know nothing of the sort.
Are you not my mother’s chosen friend
and companion ? have we not met before?
have we not the right to love if our des-
tiny points that way ? ”

“To love?” she said. *Surely the
lord of all the broad lands around us
here, of that old house there before us,
cannot love beneath him?”

¢ Listen to me a moment, Amy. You
are fond of Tennyson. I have seen you
reading him a bundred times. Does he
not say that

“ A simple maiden in her flower
Is worth a hundred couts-of-arms ?”

Well, Amy, I am of his mind in that re-
spect, and I have followed you heie to
tell you that I love you, love you early :
that I have, as I am an honest man, loved
you from the day of cur first meeting in
the Bodrugan woods.”

The fateful words were uttered,—the
declaration he had longed to make, the
avowal he ,had muttered even in his
dreams time and again since his return,
Amy Varcoe, turning, looked him steadily,
searchingly in the face,

“You love me, Gilbert Arderne,” she
said softly, ** with the love of an honest
man ? Isthat so? ait a moment, and
then answer me.  You love me so dearly
that when we reach the Priory you will go
to your mother and repeat those same
words to her? How, think you, will she
receive them ?  What will she say to me
for having heard them? What will she
think of the adventuress who has repaid
her kindness with such ingratitude ? ”

In his eagerness Gilbert noted only the
tear which glittered in those lovely eyes
when Amy alluded to bis mother. Perhaps
he misconstrued this sign of maiden weai.-
ness, for seizing her hand he carried it to
his lips.

¢ She need not know it,” he exclaimed,
“that is, not at once. Let us plight our
troth here in the sight of God, pledging
oursélves to be all in all to each other
until the happy day when the prejudice of
a sanctimonious world can be satisfied.
Amy, such love as I have towards you is
higher and holier than all the altars and
the mummery practised before them in
the name of religion.”

Heaven forgive him if he meant basely !
While speaking he had drawn her towards
himself, and had bent his head as though
to kiss her lips. If such were his inten-
tion, he did not execute it, for at that in-
stant a mocking laugh sounded in his eare,
and starting back he saw Dorothy Teulon
galloping through the Park towards the

- Priory. Asshe sped past the Copse she

waved . handkerchief gaily in her left
hand, atd in the present state of the trees,
which were all deciduous, Gilbert knew
that Dorothy’s sharp eyes had taken inthe
situation. For an instant he felt little of
a lover's ardor, but quickly recovering he
looked anxiously into Amy’s face.

*“She, Mxs. Arderne, will soon know it
now, at all. events,” said Amy, very
calmly. “Dorothy is watchful of your
every action, and I have long seen that
she is jealous of me, for, Mr. Arderne,
your looks, aye, even your words, have
long told me something like that I have
just heard from your lips. Now hear what
I have io say,—it will perhaps ke<p you
from disgracing your manhood by pro-
posing that I should become yourlight-o’-
love, your mistress, for that is what you
mean when you profess to disregard altars
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and nites.  Gilbert Arderne, I can neve~
become your wife,—any other connection

between us is impossible.  Were you
willing, as others have done, to disregard
the social gulf between us, suill 1 would
nat become your wife.”

The vision of Dorothy, and still more
her mocking laugh, had sorely diszon
certed the young man. No longer inclined
to heroics he said :

“You would not become my wife ? and
why not, Amy? [ am my own master,
with no one to dispute my will,—why
not?”

* Because I think I love you too well
to daw you down to my lower plane.
Yes, Gilbert, I have long known that were
you of my own rank in life I should
choose you for my husband. Yes, I would
have chosen you, perhaps even have
wooed you, if you were slow to answer my
love. 1 tell you this because I foresee
that the time of our parting is at hand ; 1
tell you this that you may know that I,
too, know what honor means. The time
will come when you will be thankful that 1
have spared you the horror of having either
to blush or to apologize for your wife.”

It took but a few steps to carry Amy
from the edge of the hittle plantation into
the park, within fuli view of the Priory.
Pausing a minute to collect his thoughts,
Gilbert resolved to forestall any resolution
which his mother might make by openly
confessing that he had in some sort made
love to Amy and had been rejegted.  He
was too well acquainted with the wilful,
capricious nature of Dorothy |eulon to
doubt for an nstant that she had told
Mrs. Arderne what she had seen, and he
had every reason to dread that us mother,
absurdly proud .of her son and of his
fanmly pretensions, might summanly dis-
miss her companion  Thus determming,
he hastened to overtake the singular
woman who had, while acknowledging her
love, rejected the lover, and side by side
they entered the old gateway under the
tower in time to see Abel Pilgrnim, whose
journey from the wvillage by the shorter
road had been impeded by no lovemaking,
coming back from the stebles,

Outwardly composed, at any rate, Mrs,
Arderne was found awaiting her son in the
hall. An old escutcheon, with crossed
sword and lance, erst the arms of another
Gilbert Arderne, who bore them in his last
fight at Lewes in 1264, surmounted the
high mantel upon the spandrel of which
was carved the proud crest of the family,
—a dexter arm embowed wielding a dag-
ger, with the motto Vulnyeratus non
victus, Nodding her head, with a smile
of evident good will, to Amy as the latter
went up the broad staircase to her own
roows, Mrs, Arderne motioned to her son
to approach.

“Gilbert,” she said, tracing the aforesad
motto with her finger, “your ancestor’s
quarrel with Simon De Montfort arose
from his marrying a vintner’s daughter of
Norwich. Duyring the siege of Rochester
Guy De Montfort, veked with Sir Gilbert
Arderne for having counselled the Earl of
Leicester to moderate the demands made
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of the king, twitted him with having
maried a low-born girl, and Sir Gillert is
said o have thrown his gavntlet in Guy's
face. The following day be with his re-
iners went over to the camp of Prince
Edward, just in time to share the fate of
many othes gallant gentlemen who fell at
Lewes”

“[ bave heard the story many timwes,
mother,” returned Gilvert.  * The stout
uld knight lived long enough, however, to
retrieve his honor; I would rather be a
defeated, dying loyalist than a successful
wraitor.  And Amy Varcoe, mother, is not
low-born, as the Bodrugans can tell you if
you care to ask them. Thercare peasants
in England to-day some of whom own
names that once figured in history.”

“ That nmay be so, Gilbert,” she said,
“ but nevertheless they are peasants and
clowns to-day, not to be saved by the
names they have ishented.  Think better
of this matter, while there is time for
thinking. Whatever it might have been
in the past, such unions now are followed
by regret, misery, and the scorn of the
world. Young people sometimes profess
to ridicule and despise the opinion of what
is called soriety. T'alk is cheap, Gilbert,
and scldom does harm, at least in such
things ; but when one defies society by
what he does his absolution is never com-
p'ete and even his children have to bear
the stain.”

* “That may be so, mother; but if all
this scriousness is the result of Dorothy
‘Feulon's watching, let me tell you that you
have no cause to be anxious.”

“ Indeed, Gilbent,” said his mother,
“then {lorothy was miistaken when she
thought she saw some lave 2

1 did not say that,” he interrupled ;
“no doubt the misch.cvous littls puss<
told only what was true.  Mother, I made
Inve to Amy Varcoe, and was rejected.”

** Rejected !™ she said, “ o you mean
that you offered to marry her and was
refused 27

* Samcthing like thay, if you will know
all abaut i, mother, with just a litile
resereatio menfalis, as the Jesuits say,
perhaps. I have loved her, T think. since
the day 1 first met her dawn in Cornwall,
—a sort of natural love it may be, that
might, 1 thought, have had its fruition
withowt benison or formulary. But the
dream is aver, mother. I have a 1aint of
hereditary vice in my nature which syme-
times gots the better of my reason and
my manliness, but Amy Varcoe and im-
purity cannot live together.  It-is over, 1
assure you : do not It my evil thoughts
he visited on her head.  And now, letme
£0, you se¢ 1 am wounded, not conquered 3
you shall sce that I am able to conquer
mysclf.”

He went off to the library with a step
jaunty cnough, but his mother shook her
head while listening to his footsteps. 1
see how it 1s,” she s3id to herself, “she
has only made him ten times more ardent.
It may be that ke mirror in this, too, re-
fiected the decree of Destiny; if so, X
cannek avert it, but at least 1 can try, and

1 wiil, though T have learned to love the
gitl almost like a daughter.”

Mrs. Arderne and her companion were
closeted together quite late that evening,
After dinner Gilbert had left the Priory to
attend the petty sessions, so the time was
favorable to his mother’s purpose.  She
did not ask Amy to reveal what had
transpired in the Copse, but she spoke
gently but firmly her wind on the subject
of what she termed Gilbert’s infatuation,
assuring ber that such unequal matches
scldom resulted in anything but life-long
misery. When, atthe close of her homily,
Amy ventured to hint that it would be
better for her to return to Gernwall, Mrs.
Ardernc reluctantly consented to her
going, “at least for a time, until Gibert’s
waywardness should take another turn.”
In the meantime, she proposed that finan-
cially and in respect to the feeling between
her and Amy, they should stand on an
unchanged fuotirg. so that Amy might
regard herself as being on a vacation-visit
to> her home, at least during the Ardernes’
stay in town. For the time Amy, resolved
to minimize the pain 1hat her prolectress
so evidently felt, assented to this, knowing
that she couid subsequently free hersell
by letter.

With great forethought Mss. Ardernc,
the next day, drove to the village and re-
turned with Eliza Teulon, thus enabling
the two friends to part,—as Eliza thought
only for a few weeks,-—-without Dorothy's
animadversions or affected regrets.  This
Tast day at the Priory wastherefore passed
very happily by Amy, whose regret at hav-
ing to leave her benefactress was cgunter-
balanced by the proud thought thathever
before had Mrs. Arderne loved and res-
pected her so much. This assurance grew
out af 2 statement made by her to Amy
in which she acknuwledged that Gilbert
hin'sclf had told her of his rejection. And
s0 the day, albeit sad, was not at all de-
pressing, although in her heart Amy Var-
coc never thuught to sce Eliza again.
With this conviction, she gladly assented
to the latter’s proposal for a weekly inter-
change of leters. When, however, she
found herself within the seclusion of her
roowm that night Amy could not help shed-
ding a fow tears while mentally reviewing
the cvents of the past half-year. It was
characteristicof her gentle nature that she
did not blame Gilbert.  If he loved her
unwisely, was it “not also true that her
affection was placed beyond hope of
fruition? To such a noble spirit there
could be no betier anocyne in' trouble
than the consciousness that she had been
trueto herself, true cven to hjm whom she
loved so well by refusing to encounage 2
passion that might tend to his disadvan-

tage.
Abel Pilgrim himself drove her to the
station at \Watton carly next moming.

The old man scarcely spuke to her until
he saw her scated safely in a firstclass
carriage of the express.  Taking her hand
to say goodbye he almoust whispered in
her car:

“Reep a gnod heart, Miss Varcoe,
there's only rank and niches in your way,

and these sometimes take wings.
goud heart, and goodbye 1"

Only rauk and riches: yes, old man,
but these things sometimes sunder hearts
and make this world a hell.

(To be continied.)

Keepa

EVANGELISTIC ¢« WQRK.

“Ves,” said the gaunt, secdy-looking
man as heseated himself in one of the
Rev. Jacob Goodman’s plush.covered
chairs and calmly lighted a cigarette, 1
bhave worked hard for the cause, but Y
have failed. It was due to no fault of my
own. I started out full of hope, with my
heart set on converting hundreds of the
poor sinners who have gone astray. [
had planned to hold a series of evange-
listic meetings in every city and town
from the Atlantic to the Pacific.  After 1
had finished there would be no excuse for
any unconverted sinner in the country.
1 would-reach them all.”

*“And you say this beautiful plan fell
through? " the Rev. Mr. Goodman inter-
rupted.

“Als! yes,” said the man, dropping
he ashes from his cigarette on the carpet,
“1he competition proved to he too fierce.
‘I'he very first town I visited was covered
all over with big red ads. of the celebrated
evangelist, ¢ Billy the Kid. the reformed
prizhghter” It was no use competing
with that man. Thae were only ten
people in the hall where I spoke, snd the
people who went to hear the reformed
pugilist were turned away by the hundred.

“In the next town I found the Rew.
Blowhard, rcformed gambler, was there
ahead of me. Same experience.  They
all flocked to him, and there were only
three people in my audience, and one of
them was deaf at that. Next town and
who should I discover but Esmond Bools,
reformed actor. Same experience there,
too. 1 tried still another town, and I
found the ficld clear. I got along first
rate. But I hadnt been there mure than
three days when xlong came Sam Sharp,
the reformed New York police capiain,
with a lot of big pusters that cuvered the
sides of half the buildings, and the next
night my aadience had dwindled down to
one.

“Igaveitup. Ifound I wasn®t fited
to be an up to date evangelist. There
was one great fault with me I couldn’t
overcome. I had no past. I had always
been = Christian.”

“1 sympathize with you,” said the Rev.
Mr. Goodman, clacping his hands,

“Sympathy goes a long way,” said the
caller, as he carclully laid the butt of his
cigarctic on the arm of the plush-covered
clair, “but—er-—-I—1 was going to sug-
gest that if vou have $= about you jou
might assist a brother in need with a
small loan."—N.Y. Journal
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Norman Murray s Column.
—_——
Now in preparation, price 25c.
Judaism, Christiar.ity,
Paganism & Humanity.

A Review of the Lives and Writings
of the most eminent personages whose
lives and workn have influenced the
human race for govd or evii.

Every man is my brother, the world
is my country, and to do good is my
religion.

The only éacred thing under the sun
is man. Specalation about otier
worlds is only waste of time while
there is still so much to be rectified
in this one.

Parties who wish to enccurage me
in this work wili please send me in
their names and addresses.

The book will be published when I
get 200 names.

NORMAN MURRAY,
21 Beaver Hall Hill, Montreal.

The Humboldt Library
of Science.

15C. a number, post paid.

Man’s Placein Nature . . . Huxley
On the Origin of Spedies . do
The Physical Basisof Life . . do
Lectureson Evolution . . . do
AnimalAutomatism . . . do
Technical Educatie . . . do

Social Discases and Worse Remedies do

Evolution of Ethics . . . do
Educaticn: Intellectual, Moral, and
Physical . - Spencer

Progress : Its Lawand Cause .  do
Essays, S})S*umivc and Practical do

Factors of Orgxnic Evolution do
Ornigin of Nauons « . . Rawlinson
The Mysteryof Pain . . . . Hinton

Lessons in Electricity . . . Tyndall
l’ﬁﬁxaﬁam}:;y « -« « + John Smxa’n ).:m
Tovn Gedlogy - - .+ » ingsicy
History of Landholding in England . ;l-‘?ss}m
The Evolutionist at Large . Grant Allen
Thie Moral Teacinngs of Science.. Buckley

NORMAN MURRAY
21 BEAVER HALL HILL,
MONTREAL.

A REMARKABLE MUMMY.

Two most extraordinary Egyptinn mummies weve exhibited by 1. Dufaur ut
the rooms of the Marylcbone Antiquarian Society, London. They had been
discovered in Lower Egypt in the course of the recent campaign, and oe of
them was remarkable for its size and cxtraordinary weight. On its head was
a crown composed of copper, witha gold covering shaped in picces resembling
plates and buttons, having decorations of leaves and fruits. On the base con-
taining the body were painted figures resembling those of the zodiac. A nearly
undecipherable Greek inscription was also on it. Between the folds of the
dress was found a piece oi papyrus, with an inseription which gave the name
of the dead monarch as Pentemencn.

The mummy in its wrappers weighed 160lbs. Its length was 6 feet 1 inch,
the head was abnormally large, and the shoulders very broad. Next the dress
was found sn outer cloth covered with paintings and hieroglyphies which
denoted that the originel was one of the royal housc of Egvpt somne 2,000 p.c.
Next came more wrappings, and then a closc garment of semite, fastened
sround the neck by a sailor’s knot. Beneath this again were some finer band-
ages, like napkins. Next came four Ezyptian tunics, of a kind of linen, with
sleeves, and woven without any seams. These were fixed to the Lody at the
neck and the ankles by some stuff of a’bituminous nature.

Next came bandages placed lengthwise, from the head to the feet, with cross
bands. Fovr large pieces of linen came next, rolled around the body. The
sixth envelope was formed of transversal bands of a yellow coler, from the
bitumen with which they had been sonked. After this came fifteen similar
wrappers ; next an envelope saturated in black bitumen ; and, finally, next to
the skin, a (hin shirt of the finest linen. The toes were wrapped up separ-
ately; the arms and hands were laid straight down alongside the body.

The legs had b~cn covered in black balsam. The hands were long and per-
fect, the fingers well shaped, with * filbert ”’ nails, the ears entire, and the:
nose, which had been cut open when the body was embalmed in order to ex-
tract the brain. was 8 little deformed. Theiace seemed almost alive, and the
bair was perfectly preserved, very fine, and—swhat is unusual in Egyptians of
the pure breed—a little curled. On the left side, below the ribs, was an open-
ing by which the balsam had been introduced into the body. Under the cloth
whieh covered the face balow each eve, and on the ball of the check, a gold
plate was found, with the representation of an eye and its lids. Over the
mouth, and fastened by a gold wire run through and behind the tecth, was
another plate with the representation of a tonguc placed perpendiculazly to
the closing of the lips, which were closely shut and fastened by wires.

The mummy was & male, and appearcd to be about forly-five years old.
The length was 5 feet 9 inches. The breast and part of the abdomen were
gilt over. No MS. was found. The unrolling of the body took three hours,
and no less than 2,800 square feet of linen were taken off it.

IN NXATURE'S REALM.

BV ALONZO LEORA RICE, RAV'R CROSSING, IND.

Against yon dark and solemn hill

The blackbirds come in stggling lines,
And with their notsy cchoes fll

The quict brooding pines.

THE blackbirds, when the day declines,
In countless numbers sweetly throng,
And seek the covert of yon pines
To sing their vesper soag.

And to that fair, secluded spot
I go in meditation sweet,

Where turmoil of the day comes not,
Nor idic footsteps beat.

When daylight dies, 1 love to stroll
In thosc récesses, cool and dim,

And scated on some grassy knoll,
Drink in their lovely hyma.

Se2 ! now the sun is urging down Their sweetest songs the blackbinds sing

“The rosy west his glowing way, Bencath the clouds of fadinyg light ;
And twitlight shadows gathor hrmwn While falling shadows softly bring
Around the steps of day. The hely balm of night.

1 vest where velvet mosses grow,

And dream bencath the staddit sky ;
Ne king on cygnct down, 1 knox,

Is happicrthan 1 @
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SECTLAR WAR TACTICS.
—— O

SoME years ago I heard Captain Adams, who is onc of my
Secular godfathers, give a lecture entitled “ Truth in Error.”
I was then an active member of the Y.M.C.A. and the Pres-
byterian Church, and he was preaching Secularism.  From my
point of view then as a church member, that was the hardest
of all his lectures to contradict. He went over several good
features in the Bible, and showed the good and the bad side
by side. There are certain ways of advocating Freethought
that no church member wiil listen 10, and these are other ways
that are quite interesting to them.

When Prof. Robertson Smith, Prof. Briggs, and lastly Prof.
Campbell, of the Preshyterian College, Montreal, were tried
for heresy, I was quite surprised to find that their views, which
were then to me very extraordinary for any clergyman to advo-
cate, were held by a large number within the churches.

I have known somc very able men going to a great deal of
pains to prove that the very existence of Christ was a puse
myt*  Now, from my point of vicw. it does not make the
least difference whether there ever was such 2 man as Christ
cmnat  Once quite clear fact is, thal there is a very largenum-

ber of Bibles circulated every year, and that the churches and
the clergymen are very expensive to the country. We know
also that a great many of the people are in want, and others
are overworked, while some others have more than they know
what to do with and don’t do any work at 2ll.

For long cenwries Freethinkers bave been conducting a
kind o guerilla warfare, without leaders, methods, or organiza-
tion. We had a large wnd influential society in Montreal some
years ago, and now no one hears about them. What we nced
is an organizec society of men and women of good moral
character all over the world. One black sheep will bring dis-
credit upon the whole organization. The names of Thomas
Paine, Spencer, Huxley, Darwin, David Hume, John Stuart
Mill, Renan, Strauss, Carlyle, etc., will go down to posterity,
and there is enough material in their writings on which to base
some definite system.

There is no use denying the fact that the people must have
some —~.ental playthings, and if Secularists will not make some
cfforts to supply that want the religious fakirs will do it.

I think we might with advantage appeal to the patriotic dis-
position of the people. It is 2 most extraordinary state of
affairs that the Anglo-Celiic races, who- largely control the
affairs of the world at present, should submit to the oft-repeated
insult that our civilization is derived from inferior Semitic and
Jatin races.

I heard a good story onge about an Irish foreman who had
a gang of Italians and IrisHmen working for him. He told the
Tralians to go and move a stick of timber, but they could ner
budge it ; then he sent the Irishmen to do it, and they moved
it without any trouble. Then the foreman scornfully pointed
to the Italians and said: * That's the kind of sons of
that they make Popes of.”

For my own pant, I am not in the least afraid of the results
of comparing the character of my forefathers before they ever
heard the name of Christ, to the character of any of the church
members of to-day. Character, after all, will come out all
right in the washing.

Montreal. Noraan MURRa¥.

Correspondence.

Office of Freethought Magasine,
Chicago, 1L, April 9, 1899.

My Dear Brother Ellis,—T have just read in the Dosmintox
RRVIEW of the suppression of Secutar TuouGHT. Itisa
great outrage. I heartily sympathize with you. I consider
SeCULAR THOUGHT one of the cleanest weekly reform journals
published in America.

We want a good Freethought weekly journal published in
Chicago. Here you can get your work done for about half
what it costs you there, |

Come to Chicago and I wiil aid you all in my power.

Your frieng,
H. 1. GrEex.

Warren, Ohio, April 10, 1899.

Dear Mr. Ellis,—1 can hardly express my astonishment and
indignation that such a thing could have occurred in my native
land—in Canada. It is a shame and blot upon her fair fame.
Who is the ignorant and intolerant bigot that has disgraced his
country and done this injustice? Ee may live to Tue it sadly.
But this is just whatis nceded to stir up the Liberals of Canads
to lcave nc stone unturned nor weary in the struggle until this
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power of censorship is taken out of the hands of such one-horse
politicians.

Of course I am well pleased to take the Dominion ReviEW
in place of SEcutAr THouGHT, and I have no doubt thate z2ry
subscriber will be also willing. Speaking for myself’ I would
prefer the monthly at two or three dollars per annum, as I have
limited time for reading, and the monthly is most convenient
for preservation.

I have many friends and connections in eastern Ontario, and
though most of them are orthodox I know that they will resent
this method of strangling Freethought and a free press, and I
shall keep them stirred up on this issue. Such a thing could
hardly be conceived of in poor old Spain. Canada must be
reclaimed, and thou, Mr. Ellis, art the man for the occazion.
In the morning I will mail some “sinews of war.”

Faithfully for the cause,
D. McLAREN.

: Bracebridge, April 11th, 1809,
J. Spencer Ellis, Esq.

My dear Sir,—Your announcement of government inter-
ference with the circulation of SkcuLArR THOUGHT caused me
more regret than surprise. We are aware that our Covernment
exists by the will of the majority, and is much more subservicnt
to the clamor of the public than to the principles of right and
of true freedom. And we must recognize that the sentiments
of this majority are still stecped in superstirion.

Personally, I recognize good sarcasm such as I find in the
« Easter Hymn,” still 1 recognize that, judging from my own
feclings in the past, when I was already awakened to the
glaring inconsistencies of the Bible, but yet looked with feelings
of regretful sympathy on the highly respr ctable religion of the
past, that I would have then considered suchfa hymnas a
vulgar and disgraceful treatment of time-honored institutions.
So if our organ is to be such as we can pass around to such of
our orthodox friends as may show themsclves to be not quite
blind to the reason of modern truth, it wiil be no loss to the
cause to keep out the strong meat fit only for our more mature
dipestion, and I, for one, shall be quite willing to aceept the
Donixion Review in place of SkcULAR THOUGHT.

It would be well, I think, to stir up some talk and opposition
to the departmental decree ; especially if you can do so over
the signature of some of Mr. Mulock’s political supporters.
But 1 would not make very much effort to reinstate SECULAR
TuoUGHT under its distinctive name, as it will doubtless he
closely watched. But if its work is to a great extent carried
on by cnlarging the scope of the DoMinioN REVIEW, ang a
good racket has been raised on the present tyrannical exercise
of censoiship, they would probably hesitate before suspending
another long-established publication ; and the good work can
be carried on with undiminished usefulness.

"T'be meat will be just as nourishing to the intellect although
served without the Secular mustard. Yours truly,’

; HExRY ]J. Birb.

Ridgetown, April 9, 18g9.

Dear Mr. Ellis,—I exceedingly regret to learn that Securar
Troveur has been prohibited from circulation in the mails of
this country. T feared, however, that some such a fate was in
store for you. ‘““An Easter Hymn,” a somewhat crude pro-
duction, by the way, should not be offensive to any one in this
age ofthe world. It represents, I think, what might reasonably
take place if the gospel account is true, ang the Apostles’ Creed

SECULAR

is worthy of credit. Under that supposition Christ was certanly
crucified and deserted by his father.  He was likewise a guest,
and, no doubt, an honored one, of Satan’s for at least three
days, and what happened after he returned home—and some-
thing must assuredly have happened --may after all he fairly
depicted in this innocent poem. [ suppose, however, it is a
trifle too strung for the orthadox mind—a class who just now
are fighting strongly to preserve their bread and butter. I con-
sider this entire business is an outrage on the nights of the
people of this country, and 1 am glad to sce that you are de-
termined if possible to obtain redress. I believe I am just as
goud aliving nan as the Pustmaster General ; I do not think,
at any rate, that what I shall read should be left to hus dictaton,
and I am persuaded that when proper representations are made
to the Government at QOttawa the matter will be set right, If
not, then an agitation should be sct on foot in this country to
curb the power of the priesthood, which is certainly becoming
too great. I wish you every success in the fight which is
evidently about to begin, and in the meantime will cheerfully
accept the Domivion ReviEW in the place of SkcuLar
TuoveHT. Yours sincerely,
) B. L. Cuiryax.

Kingston, April 8th, 18¢9.
Dear Mr. Ellis,~I am quite willing to accept the Domixion
ReviIEW in licu of Skcular Tovucur in the meantime, and
hope that no subscriber will object. I think too much power
is given to the Postmaster-General.  As a reformer, I do not
believe in giving any one man absolute power, for there are
few men wio would not abuse it. I hope the order will be

only temporary. Yours truly, J- GEoRrGE.

. Cardinal, April 11, 4899.
Dear Editor,—I am much pleased to receive SECULAR
Tuoucur this evening. " I was afraid that supersiition had
gobbled it up. If they succeed in suppressing the best edited
paper in Canada Ishall expect 10 see the Inquisition estab-
lished, and our boasted freedom have to be fought for over
again. May all the gods forbid it. I will enclose an order for
$4, hoping that you will bz able to send me SEcvLar THOUGHT
for the remainder of this year (ending July 1st), and also to
continue it for another year. A friznd sends 50 cents for

Sustaining Fund. Yours truly,
T. B. Ssmith.

Lindsay, April 10, 1809.
Dear Mr. Ellis,—I received on Saturday a few sheet of the
DominioNy Review. I am sorry the Postmaster-General saw
fit to prevent the circulation of SECULAR THOUGHT through
the mails. I do not admire the Easter Hymn. 1 think any
article that hurts the feclings of the majority of those we have
to mingle with has the wrong cffect 1o command respect in
any journal. I must confess you made a great mistake in
publishing the article referred to, but T hope you will be able

to get out of the difficulty in some way. Yours truly,
R. Tovcunury.

Lindsay, Ont., Scpt. gth, ’g9.

J. Spencer Ellis, Toronto,—Dear Sir,—I have just read of
the suppression of SECULAR THOUGHT and must say I feel
astonished that a man like Mr. Mulock could be so unduly
influenced by the fear of hell and the wsinuations of the
cowardly represantatives of the church party as to dare to use

!
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his pasition to forbid without a fair trial of the case, the circu-
lation of your too truthful Skcurar ‘THouGHT in Ontarin,

When we see by the church papers that church people are
jealous of the growing independence of their adherents, and
condemn the rising generation for paying more attention to
athletics and a reasonable use of their Sunday leisure than to
their creeds and superstition.

We may not be surprised at the action taken, and of the
rotten condition of the churches, and of their immorai bu
strictly religions systemr of doing justice to their fellow-men.
Did you ever hear of a Postmaster General suppressing a
genuinely religious paper for advertising fairs, hazars, and
lottery schemes, which the law admits are a fraud and a delu-
sion on the public )

What do religionists care for justice and cquity? Why
should they pay taxes on their God's houses and their willions
of other property as long as their dupes are made to believe

they are too paor and too holy to be taxed ?

Well the world mwoves and the school house will yet banish
the church, from this priest-ridden country. In regard to the
Review [ shall be pleased to receive it if you cansend it in
place of Szcutar THouvcHT.

I still enjoy the noble old Investigater and hope you will
not be disccuraged by the treatment your subscribers .have
received throughout the Dominion by the unjust picce of
Russianism they have been subjected to.

Yours truly,
Wat. A. Goobwin,

. T'ruro, N. S., April 11th, 1899.
J. 8. Ellis_ Esq.

Dear Sir,— Please find enclosed two dollars subscription for
Dominton REVIEW, which Iaccept as a substitute for SECULAR
‘TuoucHT. Please acknowledge and oblige. [ am very sorry
the Postmaster-General has seen fit to issue an order stopping
the paper coming through the mails. 1 always considered
your paper one of the cleanest papérs published. But orthodox
believers, you know, cannot tolerate the truth. It has always
heen so wherever that stamp of bigotry exists : honest doubt
of their opinions will not be tolerated when they are in the
majority. If they tell a story and you burlesque it, it is blas-

phemy, and is immediately put under the ban. The poen: in
question is only a burlesque on an old story. Why the opinions
of an advanced thinker should be suppressed I know uot, but
a time will surcly come when we can resent it.  Trusting
that all wilg join in sympathy with you, and that you will con-
tinue the REVIEW in place of SEcuLar ‘I'ioucHT, I am, yours
truly, WiLtias Cralc,

Montreal, April 10.
TO MULOCK.
Hail ! mail-clad knight of governmental truth!
Stamp out perverters of our Christian youth ;
‘The mails are yours, you needn’t mind the Queen,
We hold a mightier “ bigot ” than has been.
Bruwo.
P’ S.—1I notice abortion medicines advertized in some of the
chaste dailies Mr. Mulock tolerates.

Montreal, April 4th.
Mpgr. SEcULAR THOUGHT.

Enclosed please find $2 for renewal of subscription and $5
to assist in keeping the paper before the people. In looking
back twenty-five years, 1 am mose than surprised with the pro-
gress that has been made towards the removal of Superstition
and the upbuilding of rationalism. It is becoming the fashion
to demand proof in matters of religion as in all other matters,
and well may one ask, why not? Deception has had its day,

like tyranny and ar-ogance. May we hope the day of freedom
has dawned, the day of lightand reason. the exercise of which
will lead to the practice of justice and all the hugher qualides
to which the wind of man is capable of attaining, and without
being in any way trammelled by the crude notions which we
are told were the utterances of a being perfect in holiness, etc.
I like the words. of Tennyson, A god of love and of hate

cannot be thought.” Harmony of principle must be preserved
if we are to adwire any one. With kind regards, J L.

In a second letter ** J. L.” says :

¢ Dear Friend Ellis,—I feel deeply the cut the Hon, the
P.M. General has given to you and the friends of SECULAR
'J‘@ucm" in stopping its circulation as far as he could. The
act shows the deep-seated feclings of those who differ with us
on the question of the resurrection of Christ. This question
was the last I had to deal with in loosing myself from ortho-
doxy. I believe it to he utterly false, yet I cannot say I ap-

prove of the composition or poem, and more especially of the
tune attached. The great musical authors of the gast immor-
talized themselves in their glorification of the event and of the
man Christ Jesus. People pay verv dear to hear the reproduc-
tion of those musical compositions and go into ecstacies over
them, bowing themselves in awe at the allusions to the great
event without which, millions think, man would have ceased
at death, and on the truth of which the salvation of the race
depends ; for, as Paul says, “ If Christ be not risen, our faith
is vain.”  With feelings such as this question begets, I cannot
wonder that some devotee has suggested the suppression of the
whole paper to the P.M. General, and he, to please them, exer-
cises his power, forgetting that there are a great many liberals
whom he may displease. ‘Yhe question how far ridicule is
justifiable, even if true, requires a very delicate pen, and 1
hope, if you resurrect S, T., it will be wielded with caution
and regard to the feelings of those who differ from us. For
my part, I am willing to take the Doaixion Review if you
cannot get the other going soon. Yours truly,
- J- L.

Montreal, April 6th, 1899.

Dear Mr. Ellis,—We have quite an excitement here since
your letter reached here this morning announcing the refusal
of the Post-office magnates to allow the paper tc go through
the mails. You need not be the least scared about the re-
sult. Itis not law we want. We will make it a political issue.
1 wrote the Postmaster-General ‘as soon as I got your telegram,
and I told him if the Liberal Governtnent had not enough
trouble on hand yet, they would soon have more. We wiil
have the matter thrashed out on the floor of the House of
Commons and the Senate, just the same as the Custom-house
affair. 1 made them take back water before, and I will do it
this time also. The Government have made a stupid blunder,
ard will lose a good many voles if they persist. Do not
cave in to them on any consideration. In any case, in futlure
I would'be careful how I ridiculed Jesus. The people will
s'and all the tearing to pieces you like to give the Old Testa-
ment, but the story of Jesus,appeals to the best side of their
natures on account of the persecution he suffered at the
hands of the priests. If we can only convince them that the
Old “l'estament teaches slavery, polygamy, persecution, and
all sorts of crimes, the parsons can soon preach to empty
pews, as many of them are doing to-day.

Yours truly, NorMAN MURRAY.

P.S.—1 saw Mr. M~—— a little while ago, and he suggests

trying milder methods first.

A large number of letters must stand over till next week.
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Principles and Demands,

———

PRINCIPLES.

1. That, the present life being the only one
of which we have any knowledge, its con-
cerns claim our carnest attention.

2. That Reason, aided by Experience, is
the best guide for human conduct.

.3 That to endcavor to promote the indi-
vidual and general well-being of society to
ihe best of our ability, is our highest and
iwmediate duty.

4. That the only means upon which we
can rely for the accomplishment of this ob-
jectis Human effort, based upon knowledge
and justice.

5. That conduct should be judged by its
results only—what conduces to the general
Well-beiny is right ; what has the opposue
tendency is wrong. .

6. That Science and its application is our
Providence, or Provider, and upon it we rely
in preference to aught else in time of need.

DEMANDS.

1. We demand that churches and other
ccclesiastical property shall no longer be
excimpt from just taxation.

2. We demand that the employment of
chaplains in Parliament, in Provincial Legis.
1jtures, in the militia,and in prisons, asylums,
And all other institutions sup(;)oncd by public
money, shall be discontinued.

3. We demand that all public appropria-
ions for cducational and charitable institu-
ions of a sectarian character shall cease.

4. We demand that all religious services
sustained by the Government shall be abo-
lished ; and especially that the Bible in the
Public Schools, whether ostensibly as a text-
book or avowedly as a book of religiors
worship, be prohibited.

5. Wedemand that the appointirent by
the Governor-General or by the Lienenant.
Governor of all religious festivals and tasts
shall wholly cease. :

6. We demand that all Jaws directly or
indirectly enforcing the observance of Sun-
day, or the Sabbath, shall be repealed.

7. We demand the Iegalization of purcly
civil marriage and the establishment of a
divorce court.

8. We demand that all laws looking to the
enforcement of * Christian " morality as such
shall be abrogated, and that all laws shiall be
based upon the requircments of natural mo-
rality, equal rights, and impartial justice.

9. We demand that, in the practical admi-
nistration of the Government, no privilege or
advantage shall be conceded to Christianity
or any other special religion ; that our entire
political system shall be founded and admin-
istered on a purely secular basis ; and that
whatever changes are necessary to this ena
shall be consistently and promptly made.

The President or the Secretary will be
at all times pleased to.answer in-
quiries, by mail or otherwise.

Torento SecularSociety
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————
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other purposes. For terms, apply to the
Sccretary or memnbers of the Commiittee.

SEASON 1899.
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Sunday, April 16—)\Messts. Meek and
Phillips Thompson will give addresses on
T'ree Speech and the Law of Blasphemous
Libel.  Mr. Ellis will speak on the Post-
master-Genzral's recent action.

Sunday, April 23--Mr. Firth, Subject,
“The Life and Character of Thomas
Paine.”

Sunday, April 30—Mr, Risser.
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A Sermon delivered before the Militant
Church, Chicago, April 12, 1896,

Which Way? i1oc. |
Women of the Bible sc.

THE SCIENCE OF THEOLOGY. sc.

The Foundations of Faith. 10c.

About the Holy Bible. 1oc.

Voltaire. 35c.

Robert Burns. sc.

Abrahawn Lincoln. sc.

The Evolution of the God Idea. sc.

Final Reply to his Christmas Sennon
iCritics.  5c.

On Suicide. Two letters, 3c.

Art and Morality. 3c.

Myth and Miracle. 3c

Liberty for Man, Woman and Child. 23c.

The Gods and Other Lectures. soc.

‘The Ghosts and Other Lectures.” 30c

WORKS BY CHARLES WATTS.
Order from Secular Thought Office.

Was Christ a Political
former? 10c.
Sccularism. Its Relation to

Problems of the Day. sc.

The Existence of God. sc.

Why Do Right? s5c.

Education : True and False. s5c.

Science and the Bible. 13c.

Glory of Unbelief. 10c.

The Claims of Christianity, Examined from
a Rationalist Standpoint. 15¢

The Teachings of Sccularism Compared with
thosc of Christianity. 25c¢. ; cloth, 4oc.

Secularism : Is It Founded on Reason and
Is It Sufficient to Mcet the Needs of
Mankind? Decbate with the Editor of
the Halifax ¢ Evening Mail.” 25¢.

Bible Morality. The Teachings of the
Bible shown to be Contradictory and
Defecuve as an Ethical Guide. toc

Happiness in Hel! and Misery in Heaven.
1oc.

Origin, Nature and Destiny of Man. sc.

Che Bible Up to Date. 1oc.

10C,

10¢.

and Social Re-

the Social

Handbouk of Freethought.
By W. S. Bell. 380 pages. soc.

Will the Old Book Stand ?

By B. C. Gesner. A Reply to Mr. H. L.
Hastings’ Pamphlet on the Inspiration of
the Bible. 5 cents.

Do»inioN ReVIEwW Office, Toronto.



