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T™H YEAR.

\ changes hav ocurd inour
Lin t6th and 1ith conturis  variations first,
| then eha Ihis is what s ment by
{ o Phen great chang took place inthe hole
unut, so Lo speak, of our vowel sounds™
Don p. 104 Twil he necesary to consider
chanees in ‘the hole gamut’ which weliope
10 do in time, Meantime, aned as Thustean,
et us consider gL close ¢ tip-protradet:
In Shakspere’s time (died 16516y, what
is now g (= yu. REUARRIIEER N ntnne)
was  pronounced as k. Then the vowel
Sweaknd, prohably thea open . to conson-
cant g, and is now perhaps about 1o vinish
altogether. Coneurentiy. lip-protra‘n, at
4 but a modifier, has developt into the
wrent labial vowel w, or close . These
wor the stages probhablys ki, {ren. tEun,
tinn, tiun, tun, tan now the prevailing
pronunciation, tho sdown east™, in New
“Ene., they hav reachy tuin. sSupertor fet-
Cers ar used to denote rather feehier sounds
than iz denoted by same leters of Tul size.
Tt shud not e suposed that the steps wer
Lone after another like weting up stairs:
sovoral wer coneurent, At present, awe hav
tyun, or trun, but Wehster apears to favor
tun, the editor of Japseal Amer, Orthopiy,
who livs in New Jersey. (where did he 1iv
171 aged 257) says tEun, while the New
Englander (tho educated) eomes out with
“qun to rime with woen. An interesting
. question arises: Did these variations rvise
in America hy nataral proces as in Britan,
“or wer they imported with the Pilgrim
'Fathers in 1620 and suceeeding bands of
Cimigrants?

At first sight, change Trom 12 1o Tapears
farfoteht.  1ts ocurenee is undouted tho.
Both ar close sounds: close uisclose
e mo change is requisit in opennes or in
_closenes of mouth, that is. in position of

jaws simpl lengthening of voeal tube is
Fneeded, with chang vin piteh from hig
1o low . Protruding lips Jengthen a ditl,
{ then in position for any lahialized vowel,
b as nsounds ar g s ercelenee, aswe hav said.
i p. 137, and when breth is voealized and of
low pitch we hav™ Then v grows to 1,
¥ sinks to ¥, and may vanish ultimatly.
VORT continned.)

—Spetling is the title of s new quarterly
ablisht by Library Bureau, 32 Hawley
1. Boston, Mass., at $1a year. We wel-
ome it to our exchanue list, and, as a co-
corker, hope it wil hav abundant succes,
ke our pages, it is sdevoted to Simplifi-
ation of Speling” eiving views held and
wromulgated by the Jineuistic wing of
pose favoring ‘\mendment of Sp. 1t is,
o0, matinly ina dey oo of amendment ke
what we use. i i
¢h, sh, th= by dh=0.
ants ar used: with 8 vowel signs (@ . e,
0, 0, 1, V). which, hy markof quent iy, i
poring diferences of quelity, over any of
the S, (as, O, U, w) giv 16 distine’s of sound.
It is wel to hav light from alt quarters
our own pages 1on which,asin
i asembly, evry
his views,  Between whitt we quote and
what others and we sy, evey point is wel
dizeust. 1t is wisht that Spelling wil do
likewise, steering elear of e eathedra dog-
matisi, and ever redy to wiv a reason for
the truth that is in it. Ther is room enuf
in this hroad fiekl for all workers in broad
Tiberal spirit. - Our folo-worker may vest
catisfied that it wil not et the suport it
desorvs, The Tatest number just to hand
is daterd Dec,, 1887

Tor a fuler stage, dig
ng, zh) Tor conson-
i

ar i forun

PRONUNCIATION.
(Contdrened Jrom pege
Altho E: is not in standard Eng, as now
spoken, it wis once in our speech, as itstil
is in parts of British Nes. Thus, M Jones
tels us (p. 10, top) that s\Welsh o is dili-
cult 1o distinguish from Eng <. Welsh
u, we venture o think. is ¢ {1, sounded
i, as i Volaplik (vo la pzk). The sound
however wis curent formerly, as in Shak-
pere’s line:
“Muling and

x puking in the nurse’s arms"
which in his day was pronounced:
mizling and prking in the niirsez armyz
hut which is now:

mrilingand priiking in the nursez armz.
Theseold forms ar herd stil in some rustic
dialects, as Tennyson's aXNorthern Farm-
o, who manifestly says nuirs insted of
nurs. By the lips, great variations and
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Ecoxomy.—Charles Lamb relates that the
order was once givn clerks in the India office
to ceas doting i's and crossing ¢'s, and acord-
ing to him, the savingin cost of ink was won-
derful. If the habit prevail of droping all
redundant or silent leters, the saving in ink,
as wel as in wear and tear of nervs wud be
great.—Normal Index.

TyPE-RITING.—Evry one who puts words
on paper shud no what useles lumber ther
is in English speling; shud no that silent,
dubld, and irregular leters cud as wel be
dispenst with as American judges and law-
yers dispens with enormus wigs which their
English brethren wear in court; that all
filologists favor reform of speling; that only
inert conservatism oposes it, and that ther
is a good time coming, when 8ootaps of type-
riterkeys wil spel out as many words as 1000
do now, when ther wil be no uncertnty about
it, and two years of speling-book drudgery
saved evry child.—F. A, FERNaLD, in Type-
writer Operator.

Diviping \Worps.—\We hav calld aten-
tion, more than once, to dividing words—a
practical mater to the printer who has to
divide properly when the end of a line ocurs
inmid-word. The question ofn arises as to
whether a word shud be divided so asto sho
pronunciation, that is, at end of a sylabl,
or, on the otherhand, shud it sho derivation,
for the two wil sometimes conflict. The one
way takes sound as guiding principl; the
other, derivation. \Ve believ that Long is
right when he teaches (in Slips of Tongue
and Pen, Appleton, 1888): “In riting it is
beter to divide sylabls [words) acording to
sound than acording to derivation. E.g.:
Epiph-any, pref-ace.” Derivation indicates
epi-phany (Gr., epi and faeno), and pre-face
(Latin, PRE and Facies). Observ, too, by
the way, that where our modern sp. has ph,
Greek has a singl leter corresponding to f.

PRACTISING WHAT THEY PREACH.—It is
wel non that linguists prescribe or endors
amended speling. Ther is not a filologist
of any note but does so—that is an old
story : it is something new tho to see them
practis it. This they ar begining to do,
and that in Britan, the stronghold of un-
change. We cud hardly believ our eyes
when we saw it. The Proceedings of Filo-
gic Society (British) for 1887 ar just to hand
in speling amended nearly as much as in
these pages and strikingly like what we hav
regularly used for 3 years. Their Transac-
tions include chief papers red at meetings
and the FProceedings above mentiond, the
later being a record of discusions, minuts,
etc. The papers themselvs ar stilin old sp.
That they shud hav done this shows an ad-

— -

vance not trivial but far-reaching and iy,
portant. We hope soon to find room to giv
an extract ilustrating the amendments they
practis. The reader can then draw hisow
comparisons and conclusions.

BELL'S NOTATION.

World English, Melvil Bell's latest etor,
whose coming we heralded two months ag,
turns out to be a 25-cent pamflet, which
however is but the foreruner of the Hand.
book at same price and which wil giv mor
ful exposi'n. His erliest speech-analysis was
.xpounded in Visibl Speech which claimd
O depict the fysical proceses of speech,
So it does fuly and mesurably correctly iy
so far as the mouth is concernd; but th
mouth plays a part in speech no greater than
it does in digestion. Mastica'n is the firg
act in the digestiv proces, The mouth plays
the subordinat part of a resonance
tube to the vocal box with its reed.lik
vocal cords and belows-like machiner
beyond. Indeed the mouth is but a part of
the resonance tube, other parts being the
farynx, the posterior nares and the nasai
cavitis proper. Visibl Speech may lay claim
to be a natural, but stil arbitrary, alfabet in
so far as the moutkh, jaws and lips go. It
proper place then wil be instruc'n of the
def-dum. With Visibl Speech evrythingis
mouth!

Late in 1886, B. publisht his Line Writ.
ing which we noticed over a year ago. This
was his secnd plan of nota'n. At the time,
our readers wil recolect, we counseld his
adop'n of Roman leters which he hasat last
seen fit to do tho for years he has held such
to be * futil,"” " of litl succes,” etc. In Sounds
and theiv Relations, a work which bears
internal evidence of having been ritn in
Brantford, Canada, he was particularly cen.
sorus of Romanization. When noticing his
Line Writing we stated our decided prefer.
ence for a 12-vowel alfabet insted of 19 dis.
crimina’ns there givn. It is interesting to
examin the Romanized form of his plan
(namely, World Euglish) to see if he adheres
to his 1¢ distinctions. He does not: ther
ar now but 16, With Roman leters and a
lesning by 3 in number of vowels, we expres
the hope that time wil bring him into line
with the rest of us. The linguists hav
adopted a 16-vowel scheme also, (ther ar but
12). Jones has probably exprest the general
opinion of this last when he rote that the
extra * 4 vowels wer seemingly introduced
with sole object of meeting an arbitrary and
fanciful method of pairing vowel sounds.”
But do Bell's 16 agree with the linguists’
16? No. Inreducing 19 to 16, B, has bakt
down on his previus claim that the vowel
sounds in tion, a, and the needed distinction
not only from one another, but from the 16.
He now makes them cowncide respectivly
with those in up, and, and ill.

——— e~ O e B n
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The 16 vowel signs ar got by diacritic dots
and strokes above a, e, 1,0, u. New con-
sonants ar got by tag a¢ botm of six conson-
ants. Javal’s experiments sho this to be
opticaly rong. For ng, the tail of g is put
ton. The usual sign () is preferabl. Dropt
ris indicated. It s beter alwaysto putrin
punt tho many do not sound it. The rule
avn by Passy is correct for such to be guided
by : v is mute before a consonant."”

Another objectionabl featu:e is that a, e,
i,0, u ar asignd their values in an, ell, ill,
on, np—a national insted of a cosmopolitan
basis. We had hopes that B. wud giv a
scheme of which we might exclaim Eurcka !
We ar disapointed.

—The Principles of Eng. Etymology is the
title of Prof, Skeat’s new book (Clarendon
Pres, 1887). Itdiscusesderiva'n from sound
principls insted of the superseded study of
the representa’n of leters—a word is a word
to the ear, not the eye—the modern basis of
etymology.  This volume is calld * First
Series " and deals with * the nativelement
(whichapearstoinclude Scandianand Celtic.)
In a propused ‘‘2d Series the imported
element is to be considerd. While the
hole volume is excelent, chapters xvi.and
xvii. ar specialy valuabl to advocats of
Amended Sp. As they giv the fonic ele-
ments and history of our speling, showing
how largely it was due to pedants (from the
Tudor period on) who insinuated etymology
ofn fanciful and since proved eroneus. The
chapters specified brisl with inferences of
this kind, many of which ar actualy pointed
out by the author who hits hard and strait
from the sholder at that. It has been non
for years that first.clas etymologists wer on
our side. It is now high time for the third-
clas dablers in it to see the propriety of
shuting up. Of cours it wil take the more
ignorant of them a.ful twenty years to lern
how much advance has been made while
they wer having their self-complacent Rip-
van-Winkl sieep.

CONTRACTIONS.

No reader shud be so stupid as to con-
found contractions with Amended Spelings:
they ar esentialy distinct. Yet Orthografy,
or the representation of spoken sounds,
must take cognisance of Contractions.
Such ar establisht in Orthog. The apos-
trofe (*) while the sign of posesiv case is
also the acnoledgd sign of elision, usualy in
midl of a word; while the period denotes
the same at end of a word. When letersar
omited from mid-word, it is beter to put the
part coming after the omision above the
linc—redily done in riting, but not in print
becaus our printers seldom hav such leters,
named ** Superior” Leters, tho stil comon in
French. With us they wer formerly much
more used than now. The Shorthand Con-

gres, last year, did good service in apointing
a comitee to draw up a list of Contractious
for reporters and other riters for the pres
as uniformity in such is needed among riters
and typeseters. We giv therevized list belo,
clipt from Pitman’s Furnal, and foloing it
is part of the comitee's report put, for ilus.
tration, in contracted form with Revized
Spelhing and use of &, alredy establisht as
meaning and. Of cours the typeseter *spels
out” in ful any contractions he may meet
in his ‘“copy.” They ar for riters, not
general readers.

“r = termination ever, as how?, whichr.
v at end of verh = fng, s com® coming,
n = termination tion, xion, ov {on,

ce « ance, enee,

mt “ wend.

Omit doy in days of week,as Mow Monday.
| the he had

t that impe importance
f for impt  important
0 of lge large

h have mt= meeting

Ay you m! might

w  with me morning
abt  about notw#  notwithstand=
acet account ohj® objection
aftr  afternoon o' o’clock

agh  again npn opinion
agt against opp¥  opportunity
amE among o other

amt amount ot ought

bee  because brot  brought
bt heen thot  thought, &c.
btwn between partt  particular
et could q" question
chn  chairman st said

ciree circumstance sev  several
com¢ committee sh shall

difee difference sht should

dift  different thr theii, there
difelt difficult tho  though
difety difficulty thro  through
Xtr¥  extraordinary togr  together
eve  evening vy very

evy  every wh*  whether

fu  from wh which

furr  further wt without
gsen! general wi would

gov  government yestt yesterday
at great ¥y your

“A lge proport o ordinary composi® con-
sists, as is wel non, o | same words over &
over. F these words reporters habitualy
use contrac® o wh literary men h not as
vet hd advantage, F» comparisons btwn |
quantitis o manuseript w" can he produst
by fast riters w & wtreporters’ contrac?s,
it wd apear t [ savd in time thus atainabl
amt~ to £ 20 to 30 per cent.

“Itapears t much inconvenience is causd
hy | vary® & inconsistent contrac o dif*
riters £ | Pres. One uses “t¥ { the wh anor
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wses [ that e 20 whsome use {from, is o
red & printed as gor: <sh™ whsome use f
shadl, is ot mistaken 0 shonld 2 & longer
words, such as déferent & diféenlt (ddif') ar
ocam confused in ; swne way, These er-
ors giv trubl to printers, & sometimes es-
cape deteen altogr il after publican,

“Hreobtaind lists o contrae™ in gen' use
in principal newspaper offices in London
& virdus parts o 0 cuntey, we found t
in spite o ocamtdiserepancis ther was sub-
stantial agreem!.  Collat', we frame a list
wh comprises wel-non contrae™ o comon
words,  list thus compiled wassubmited
privatly to sev non printers, literary men
& jurmlists, &, h? receivd th aproba®, was
sent to - prineipal printersin London w !
request t they we hang it up in the print®
offices,  recep met entitles usto recom-
end it as a standard list.

o Tist is confined to contrae™ o words
in gen! use as distinguisht ™ those t may
he considerd teenical. Thy ar many, §ex-
ampl, whar lgely employd in legal docu-
mty such as “exm" & Sadmer" | ceeatars
& otdmediistrotors W wt notalways & evrey-
where be recognized, & m* be misprinted
if found in a totaly dift coneer, Ag?, most
riters muake £ themselvs abrevia™ o long
words, whthey contraet more or les acord?
to, frequency o th' recurence in part'
work on w™ they ar engageds but suchab
revia™ wd not redily explain themselvs
apart ' subjeet & conteat. We h not at
present atempted to deal weither elas™

Where contractions ar made in mid-word,
and prnters hav no ‘“superior leters ” it
wil be best to rely on apustrofe placed where
the elision ocurs. When final leters ar cat
off, use the dot, Such contraction as ** Mr.,"”
+Dr,,"” *“Mrs,” etc., ar not good. ‘They hav
crept into use from the reason stated, want
of suitabl type, and a1 a sort of make-shift
for proper forms.  “‘Hon.,” “Rev.,” " Gen,,”
cte.,ar proper.  Amended Sp. is itself much
shorter than the old. Combining both we
hav a shortening from } to § which cud be
increast to & by special contractions invent-
ed by the riter to suit hisindividual require-
wents and suited to words of most frequent
ocurence in his work.

Ther ar a few useles leters at begining of
words which ar just as wel omited, beter if
brevity be esteemd a blesing. For exampl,
drop up from upon, al from aitho, un from
until, etc. The final al in ical where the
word ending in ic is an adjectiv (not a noun)
apears no more useful than ¢ the fifth wheel
to a coach.” Thus, historic is enuf and
quite as goud as the longer historical.

SPEIZCH NOTATION.

In our Miarch issue, we calld atention to
work of U. S. Mod. Language Asoc’n. They
hav issued the foloing circular which we
anser in brakets [J:

THE HERALD OF SENSIBL SPLELING.

|
|
|

“ Being now ocupied with arangement
of a standard system of sientific sound
cspeech ?) notat'n, the foloing questions ar
bro't before the comitec and those inter.
ested :

1 a.—Shud the standard system of sound
notat’n be fysiologic one, the sign for each
sound indicating as nearly as posibl the posi.
tion or movement of the organs of speech?

The 4th plank in the Declara'n of Princ.
pls (evry plank of which we do nat fully
endors) covers the ground. The 4th plank
means in plain words that Bell's Fisilt
Speech, nor any such system, wil ever do.

For general practical use ther is no advan.
tage in a system which aims to depict in
detail the fysical proceses of uterance.” For
Declaration of Principls see May no. )

“2 a.—Or shud at least a begining be
made in this direc n by introducing some of
the simplest and most sugestiv fyvsiologic
signs.'  [1twil depend on what is proposad.
It is wel to hav some eve to having a simi.
larity of shapes where ther is similanity of
sound.]

* 3 a.—Can we expect that authors, pub.
jishers and readers ar prepared to adopt
such a system atonce. [No. NIHIL PER
SALTVML!

1 o.—Wud yu prefer a system on the
basis of the cunventional alfabets of Euro.
pean langnages ? . Revize and enlarge the

The sth plank in Declara’n

Roman alfabet.
covers the ground. ]

2 b.—Shud the system be founded on a
combination of diferent alfabets or on a
singl one with liberal use of diacritic signs?
{The term ¢ Revize the R. alfabet® used
above means combinativn. ¢ Enlargeit,
means difcrentivte enuf new shapes. use
diccraiies only if nnavoidabl for here and
there a sign.  This is in acordance with our
platform : Vowels as in Italian, Conson-
ants as in Eng. By Italian vowels, is ment
not only shal vowel signs be used as in
Italian but that standard vowel svunds shal
be held to be as in Italian.}

3 b.—Shud ther be a comon system fur
all languages, or a separat one foreach prin-
cipal group ? ,Get an intcrnational alfabet.
Let separat nations adopt uativnal modifi-
ca'ns, This is how it «il be, no mater how
yu plan.]

4.—1c yu favor adop™n of an existing sys-
tem? If so, which ?

5.—Wud yu adopt this system without
change, or if not, with what modifica’ns?
We take labors of previus workers at their
sientific worth, and proceed to develop
what is suficient. Watch and wait for its
development which was begun in the Herald
for Jan., '85. Comple'n of the mater wil
be found from then on but more especialy in
series of articls entitled Pronuncia’n start-
ing with issue for June, *88.]

“ 6.—Or do yu wish an entirely new sys-
tem to be aranged ?”’




