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Still I must climb, if I would rest ;
The bird soars upward to its nest ;
The young leaf, on the tree-top high,
Cradles itself against the sky.

The streams that scem to hasten down,
Return in clouds the hills to crown ;
The plant arises from its root,

To rock aloft its flower and fruit.

I cannot in the valley stay ;

The great horizons stretch away ;
The very cliffs that wall me round
Are ladders unto higher ground.

To work, to rest, for each a time ;
1 toil, but I must also climb ;
What soul was ever quite at ease
Shut in by earthly boundaries ?
—Lucy Larcom
T

The Twentieth Century Club
By Rev. Hugh W. Reede, M A.

The Twentieth Century Club is the young
men's club of Alma Street Presbyterian
Church, St. Thomas. The name is due to
the organizing of the Club at the opening of
the Twentieth Century. It originated with
a class of stirring, restless, energetic, fun-
loving boys, to whom Sabbath School attend-
ance was becoming irksome and distasteful.
The problem that pressed for solution was,
How can these boys be retained in the Sab-
bath School, and their interest in the study
of the Bible maintained ? The Club has
been the solution.

The object of the Club is to promote
‘" gentlemanly behaviour, regularity of at
tendance, and interest in the church and
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Sabbath? School, knowledge of parliamen-
tary practice, development of literary and
debating talents, and the choice of such
amusements as are consistent with Christian
character.” One of the main conditions
of membership is attendance upon the Bible
Class. The Club has a motto, colors, “yell”,
and an attractive initiation ceremony.

The meetings' of the Club are opened with
prayer, but otherwise are purely literary and
social, There is & monthly paper edited by
two or three of the members, elected, as are
the other officers, Their superintendent is
their teacher, and their meeting place is her
dining room. The pastor usually, meets
with them, and unobtrusively directs their
meetings. The charter membership con-
sisted of sevenieen boys, all under sixteen
years of age. Nearly one hundred young
men have been members during the past
eight years.

The main aim of the Club has been at-
tained. The Senior Boy’s Class is now the
organized Brightlook Bible Class, of which
any lad over fourteen years of age may
become a member. By means of the Club,
not_only have the boys, but also the young
men, been retained in the Sabbath School
and to the church as active workers Some
of them are Sabbath School officers and
teachers, others are in the choir, and all of
them are members of the Presbyterian
Guild, and out of this Club have been ob-
tained courtcous ushers for the public
services.

The Club has its trophies. It has given
anniversary concerts which have been a
credit to the church and to the members,
For two successive years it has been awarded
the debating championship in the St. Thomas
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Debating Union. The younger boys of the
Sabbath School aspire to be members of this
Club, and are thuskept in the Sabbath School.
The aim is to lead the boys in ways that are
right, by influences that are suited to their
boyish natures and inclinations. The elders,
the parents, the Sabbath School workers.
and all friends, unite in saying,—God bless
the Twentieth Century Club and its members !
And the boys take pleasure in wearing their
pins, the badge of their membership.
St. Thomas, Ont.

Book Talks
II. “ Les MISERABLES

“The battle of the angels and the demon
for a man’s soul ”’, this great story of Victor
Hugo’s has been called.

‘“ Literature ”, one has said, * includes
four epic poemns of the first rank of genius.
In the order of time these are the Iliad, the
ZAineid, Dante’s Divine Comedy, and Milton’s
Paradise Lost. These primary springs of
education for four nations have one and the
same theme—the divineness of man’s soul,
its loss and its recovery.” This is also the
theme of Les Miserables.

It is a long story, really three books in one
—Jean Valjean, TFantine, Cosette. Jean
Valjean, an honest, hard-working, unselfish
peasant, has been committed to the galleys
for stealing a loaf of bread, when no work
was to be had, to feed the starving children
of his widowed sister, for whom with her
children he had toiled from seventeen
to twenty-seven, at sixteen sous a day for
seventeen hours’ work; and comes out of
prison nineteen years later, *‘ with a heart
as cold as granite and a will as hard as steel,
only to have his heart melted and his whole
nature turned to God and to an honest life by
the Christlike compassion of the good bishop.

How Valjean makes headway in the
world, establishes a profitable business,
becomes mayor of his municipality, is a merci-
ful providence to Fantine, an unfortunate
waif of society, and a devoted father, when
she is gone, to her little Cosette ; how, in
short, he lays his whole life on the altar of
service to those who stand in need, and how
he himself is rehabilitated by the sacrifice—

The Tirshatha

becomes & man again ; the reader will dis-
cover opening itself out in a tale of absorbing
interest.

These four vital truths, this wondrously
skilful story makes plain and memorable
how unjust and tyrannical law may be, when
the spirit of mercy is absent from it; how
conscience still keeps its hold on the most
hardened, and strives to whip them back
into the right way; the power of a kind
word and a loving touch to win the worst
into right ways: and the transforming
influence of service of others.

Les Miserables, as has been remarked, is
not of the short story type. It takes weeks
for the reading of it, but its hold increasesas
the reader goes on. One feels, when he has
finished it, that he not only has some deeper
knowledge of how hard sin grips its victim,
but a higher conception, aiso, of how much
good remains even in a bad man, and how
wondrously this can be brought out by the
touch of human sympathy and divine help

.

Bible Strong Ment
II. THE TIRSHATHA
By Rev. R. Douglas Fraser, D.D.

The king’s cupbearer Nehemiah was, as we
first see him,—an honorable office, but in the
service of a foreign monarch. The Tirshatha,
—the governor of his own home city, the
royal Jerusalem,—Nehemiah comes to be,
holding the city against foes within and foes
without, and rehabilitating it with some-
thing of its former glory. He tells the story
in the book that bears his name, not with any
false modesty, but straight out, as the facts
were ; and the facts reveal a strong man, one
who loved his country well, and showed hie
love by brave deeds, and wise counsel, and
patient continuance in work begun ; one, too,
who loved his God, and who rested for wisdom
andstrength upon the counsel of the Almighty

It was because he was a good patriot, that
Nehemish “ wept, and mourned, and fasted ”.
when the news reached him at the Persian
court, of the devastation of Jerusalem, walls
broken down, gates burned with fire. The
royal favor, the honors and luxuries of office.
were as gall and wormivood to him, while bis
fellow countrymen were in distress.
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The strength of his trust in God is shown
in the fact that before consulting king or
compatriot, he laid his case before the King
of Iings. It wasonly when he had prayed,
and when he felt sure, with the certainty of
unflinching faith, that God was for his cause,
that he took the next step.

It ishard to determine whether Nehemiah's
courage is best exhibited by his braving the
king’s displeasure in his request to be allowed
to go to the succor of Jerusalem ; or by the
bold front which he presented to the half-
hearted people of the holy city, whose slack-
ness had permitted it to fall so into disrepair,
and to the scornful Sanballat and Tobiah
and the rest, who moved heaven and earth
to prevent the ardent patriot from accom-
plishing his purpose. Though unbred to
arms, he was through and through a soldier.

How astute a leader he proved to be, rally-
ing to his aid every last man of the willing
workers in Jerusalem ; how wise and far-
seeing was his statesmanship,—first building
the walls of the city and setting up the gates,
that it might be safe against its enemies, and
then re-instituting the services of the sanc-
tuary, that the people might be kept true to
God, and therefore strong and steady;
how patiently and persistently he wrought,
till his task was completed ; we may not
linger to tell. Those were dark days for
God’s people; but a broad, bright light
shines across the record, in the work so un-
selfishly undertaken, and so bravely accom-
plished by the Tirshatha,

e

The New Arrivals
By Rev. Charles H. Stewart

The arrival of an * immigrant special »
at Winnipeg is a scene of unusual interest
and activity.

Hundreds of curious-looking people storm
the iron gates of the great enclosure approach-
ing the C.P.R. Depot, where they stand
eagerly awaiting the arrival of the train.
Here is & great burly Doukhobor clad in his
long, quaint sheepskin coat, that reaches
down to the very top of a pair of enormous
boots. His face is strong, rather coarse, but
kind, bearing in its somewhat melancholy

features the tragedies of centuries of poverty,
persecution and oppression, relieved slightly,
however, by the light of a new hope and
gladdened by the prospect of an immediate
joy , for on board that incoming train there
are wife and children, from whom he has been
sepatrated for long, lonely months, preparing
them a home in this wonderful new land.

At last the wild scream of the whistle !
The dazzling glare of the fierce electric head-
light ! The huge engine, puffing and panting
like some great living monster exhausted with
his wild race of half across a continent, comes
to a stand, and from the long string of coaches
emerge a curious mob, Finns, Germans,French,
Duteh, Galicians, Doukhobors, Poles, Italians,
Swedes, Icelanders, and a goodly proportion
of Britishers.

Our friend, the big Doukhobor, jostles his
way through the crowd, till he reaches a
little group—a womah and five children, the
eldest about seven, and the youngest a wee
tot perhaps a year old. What a confusion
of tongues, what embraces, what laughter,
and what tears, you must imagine. The last
I saw of that party, was thebig, brawny man,
with bundles in one arm and a baby in the
other, followed by his wife and the other
four children, heading for the Immigration
Hall.

The work of disposing of these new arrivals
begins at once. It is pathetic to see them,
as they open their eyes first in this new and
wonderful city. The look of astonishment,
awe and doubt is at once visible. For the
most part, they are friendless and homeless,
and with very little money. Most of them
never were out of sight of their native vil-
lages in their lives before. They are simple
minded, and naturally suspicious of strangers,
and it is only when they see the uniformed
Government official, and hear him speaking
to them in their own language, that their
faces betoken surprise and pleasure, a...! they
immediately go along with the interpreter,
who assists them in collecting baggage,
getting families together, carefully and ten-
derly rounding up the little children, and
then conducting the whole detachment to
comfortable quarters in the Immigration
Hall, which is their first Canadian home.

Winnipeg, Man.
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BIBLE DICTIONARY FOR SECOND
QUARTER, 1909
[For additional information in regard to certsin of
tho places, seo Geography Lessons.]
Ag'-a-bus. A prophet of Judea, who
foretold the famine in Acts 11 : 27-30, and
warned Paul of danger, Acts 21 : 10, 11.
An-a-ni'-as. A member of the early
church, who was visited with divine punish-
ment because of lying and hypocrisy.
An’-ti-och. The caEital of Syria, on the
Orontes. It became the centre of Gentile
Christianity., To be_ distinguished from
Ant’-i-och, a city in Pisidia, Asia Minor.
Bar-je’-sus. Meaning ““ Son of Jesus or
Joshua ”. A Jewish imposter, who pre-
tended to learn the future through sorcery.
He was encountered by Paul at Paphos in
Cyprus. In Acts 13: 8, he is called EV-y-
mas, which is not necessariiy a proper name,
but may be the Aramaic word for “magician”,
Bar’-sa~bas. The surname of Ju’-das,
who was sent to Antioch as a delegate from
the church at Jerusalem with Paul, Bama-
bas and Silas, Aects 15: 32.

Ca’-sar. Anofficial title of the Roman em- |

perors who succeeded the great Julius Casar,

Ca-sa-re’-a. A city on the Mediter-
ranean about 65 miles from Jerusalem. In
Paul’s time jt was the residence of the Roman
governor of Judea.

Ci-lic’-i-a. A province of Asia Minor,
Its chief town was Tarsus.

Chris'-tians.  Followers. cf the Lord
Jesus Christ. The name was first given at
Antjoch about A.D. 43,

Clau~di-us. The fourth Roman Em-
peror, who reigned from A.D. 41 to A.D. 54,

Cor-ne’~li-us. A centurion belonging
to the Roman garrison at Cwmsarea, whom
Philip admitted into the Christian church.

Cy'-prus. An island in the north-east-
ern part of the Mediterranean Sea.

Cy-re’-ne. A Greek colony and city in
North Africa. The country is now known
as Tripoli.

Da-mas’-cus. One of the oldest cities
in the world, about 150 miles northwest of
Jerusalem.

Der’-be, A city in the southeastern part
of Lycaonia, Asia Minor.

Gre'-cians. Jews who spoke Greek, as
distingﬁished. from those who used Aramaic,
the “ Hebrew ” of New Testament times.

I-co’-ni-um. An important city in Ly-
caonia, Asia Minor, now called Ionieh.

I-tal’~ian. A name given to the “ band ”
(Acts 10 : 1) in which Cornelius was a cen-
turion, ‘because it consisted of volunteers
recruited in Italy.

John.. One of the apostles, son of Zebe-
dee and brother of the James who was mar-
tyred by Herod Agrippa I. (see Acts 12 : 2).

John Mark. The writer of the Second
Gospel, the companion of Paul and Barna-

Bible Dictionary

bas on their first missionary journey (sce Acts

12 :25; 13 : 5), and afterwards of Barnabas

((}Afts4 151 0 37-39), whose nephew he was,
ol. 4: 10.

Jop’~pa. The seaport of Jerusalem on
the Mediterrancan Sea.

Ju-dee’~a. ‘The southernmost province
of Palestine in New Te ‘ament times.

Ju'-das. A man living in Damasius,
with whom Paul lodged after his conversion

Ju’-pi-ter. A Roman deity,—* the king
of gods 7,

Lu'~ci-us. A Christian teacher in the
church at Antioch, a native of Cyrene.

Ly-ca-o’~-ni-a. Meaning “Wolf Land ”,
an elevated, rugged inland district of Asia
Minor.

Lys'—tra. A city of Lycaonia,

Man‘’-a-en. A Christian teacher at Anti-
och who had been brought up with Herod
Antipas asa “ foster-brother .

Mer-cw'-ri-us. A Roman deity whose
Greek name was Hermes : ‘““the god of
eloquence .

Ni’-ger. Meaning “Black ””; the sur-
name of Sim’-e-on, a Christian teacher at
Antioch,

Pam-phyl’—i-a. A stretch of coast land
on the south of Asia Minor.

Pa’-phos. A town at the southwestern
extremity of Cyprus.

Paul. The great apostle to the Gentiles,
whose Hebrew name was Saul,

Per'~ga. A seaport in Pamphylia and
capital of the province.

Phe-ni'-ce. Or Pheenicia. A narrow
strip of territory along the Mediterranean
to the northwest of Palestine,

Pi-sid’-i~a. An inland district of Asia

Minor.

Ra'-hab. A woman of Jericho, who
sheltered the spies sent by Joshua to explore
the city.

Sal’-a-mis. A city on the east coast of
Cyprus.

Sa-mar-i-a, The central province of
Palestine in New Testament times.

Se-leu’-ci~a. A city on the coast of
Syria, the seaport of Antjoch,

Ser’-gi-us Pau’~lus. The Roman gover-
nor of Cyprus at the time of Paul’s visit
to that island. '

Si’-las. One of the delegates from Jeru-
salem to the church at Antioch, and after-
wards Paul’s fellow missionary.

Si’-mon. A tanner of Joppa, with whom
Peter lodged.
Ste’~phen. One of the seven deacons

and the first Christian martyr.

Syr'-i-a. The country lying north of
Palestine, reaching the Euphrates on the
northeast and Asia Minor on the northwest.

Tar’~sus. The capital of Cilicia in Asia
Minor. It was the seat of a University, and
the birthplace of Paul.
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*AN ORDER CF SERVICE : Second Quarter

Opening Exercises
1. SILENCE.

II. Sivcing. Ps. Sel.65, Book of Praise.
Jt 1s expected that this Psalm from the
Supplemental Lessons will be memorized
during the Quorter.)

III. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES. Ps. 15.

Superintendent. Lord, who shall abide
in Thy tabernacle ? who shall dwell in Thy
holy hill ?

School, He that walketh uprightly, and
worketh righteousness, and speaketh the
truth in his heart.

IV. Praver, closing with the Lord’s
Prayer in concert.

V. SINGING.
Stand up and bless, the Lord,
Ye people of His choice ;
Stand up and bless the Lord your God,
With heart and soul and voice.
—Hymn 357, Book of Praise

VI. BiLe
mental Lessons.

Work, From the Supple-

VII. SiNGiNG.
Stand up and bless the Lord ;
The Lord your God adore ;
Stand up and bless His glorious name,
Henceforth, for evermoig, @men
—Hymn 357, Book-of Praise

o~ e aeo

VIIL. Reap 1N CoNcERT. _Scé SPECIAL
ScriPTURE READING in 'l;;n ”',l‘mqarns
MonTHLY, in connection with each Lesson.

IX. Siveing. Hymn selected.

X. READING OF LEssoN PASSAGE.

Class Work

[Iet this bo_ entirely undisturbed by Secretary’s
or Librarian’s distribution, or otherwise.)

1. RorL CaLy, by teacher or Class Secre-
tary. :

II. OrrERING, which may be taken in a
class envelope, or class and report envelope.
The Class Treasurer may collect and count
the money.

III. Recrration. 1. Scripture Memory
Passages from the Supplersental Lessons, or
Memory Verses in Lesson Helps. 2. Cate-
chism. 3. The Question on Missions from _
the Supplemental Lessons.

IV. Lessox Srupy.

Closing Exercises

1. SiNGING. A verse selected from the
Hymn marked “From PRIMARY QUARTERLY”
in list given in TEacHERS MONTHLY.

II. ANNOUNCEMENTS,

JII. REVIEW FROM SUPERINTENDENT'S
DEesk ; which, along with the Blackboard
Review, may include one or more of the fol-
lowing items: Recitation in concert of
Verses Memorized, Catechism, Questions on
Missions, Lesson Title, Golden Text, and
Heads of Leson Plan, (Do not overload the
Review : it should be pointed, brief and
bright, and may be illustrated by LaNTERN
Suioes on the Lesson and the Question on
Missions.)

IV, Smwvewe.

Glory to God on high !

Let ecarth to heaven reply;
Praise ye His name :

His love and grace adore,

Who all our sorrows bore ;

And praise Him evermore:
Worthy the Lamb !

Jesus, our Lord and God,

Bore sin’s tremendous load ;
Praise ye His name;

Tell what His arm hath done,

What spoils from death He won ;

Sing His great name alone ;
Worthy the Lamb !

—Hymn 96, Book of Praise ;

V. BENEDICTION.

*Copies of the above ORDER OF SERVICE on separate shect may be had at soc. a hundred. it
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Lesson I

Peter and Cornelius

PETER AND CORNELIUS

April 4, 1909

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—The Lesson for to-day followa close on that for March 14, AEneas and

Dorcas, Aots 9: 31-43.

GOLDEN TEXT-In every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, i3 accepted with him,

—Acts
THE LESSON PASSAGE—Acts 10 : 1-20. Study Acts 10: 1-48.

*Memorize vs. 13-15.

1 1 Thero was a certain man ‘n Cemsare’a 2called
Corne'lius, & centurion of the bend called the Ital’ian

and,

2 A devout man, and one that feared God with all
his house, 3 which gave much alms to the people, and
prayed to God alway. ] )

3 He saw in a vision fevidently about the ninth
hour of the day an angel of God coming in & to him,
and saying % unto him, Corue’ltus. .

4 And “when he looked on him, he was afraid, and
said, What is it, Lord ? And he said unto hinh, Thy

rayers and thine alms are 8 come up for 8 memorial

efore God.

.5 And now send men to Jop'pa, and 9 call for one
Si‘mon, !0 whose surname is Pe‘ter :

6 He lodgeth with one Si‘mon a tanner, whose
house is by the sea side : 11 he shall tell thee what
thou oughtest to do. .

. 7 And when the angel 1 which spake unto '3 Corne’-
lius was departed, he called two of his household ser-
vants, and a devout soldier of them that waited on
him continually ; A

8 And ¥when he had declared all thege things unto
them, he sent them to Jop'pa.

n the morrow, as they !> went on their journey,
and drew nigh unto the city, Pe’ter went up upon the
housetop to pray sbout the sixth.hour : N

10 And he became '8 very hungry, and 17 would

Revised Version—! Now ; 3 Cornelius by name ;
fastening his eyes upon him. and being affrighted
of verse; 13that ; him; U having rehearsed all

again ; 28 was much perplexed ; % the, 28might ; 29 by Corneliug, having ; 390mit and ;

arise, and ; 2 nothing doubting.

Dally Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—~Peter and Cornelius, Acts 10 : 1-16.

said ;
thing’s ; Bwero on; 0 0mit very ; 1 desired
beholdeth the heaven ; 19as1t were u great sheot, let down by four corners upon the earth ;
things of the earth and fowls of the heaven ; 2'and ; 22a voice came ; Zmake not ; 2! straightway ;

10% 35.

have eaten : but while they made ready, he fell into
a trance, .

11 And !%saw heaven opened, and a certain vessel
descending 19 unto him, as it had been a great sheet
knit at the four corners, and let down to the earth .

12 Wherein were all manner of fourfooted beasts
2% of the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things,
and fowls of the air. . R

.13 And there came a voice to him, Rise, Pe‘ter .
kill, and eat. K

14 But Pe’ter said, Not so, Lord ; for I have never
eaten any thing that is common 2 or unclean.

. 15 And 2 the voice spake unto him again the second
time, What God hath cleansed, 2 that call not thou
common, .

168 2 This was done thrice : and 2 the vessel was
received up » again into heaven.

’ Now while Pe’ter 20 doubted in_himself what
27 this vision which he had seen 28 should mean, behold
the men 2 which were sent 29from Cornelius had
{xlllade 1lnquxry for Si‘mon’s house, 3 and stood before

e gate,

18 And called, and asked whether Si‘mon, which

was surnamed Pe‘ter, were 3 lodged there. .

19 2 While Pe’ter thought on the vision, the Spirit
said unto him, Behold, three men seek thee.
20 3 Arise therefore, and get thee down, and go
with them, 3 doubting nothing : for I have sent them.
3 who ; ‘openlfy, as it were about ; Sunto; Sto; 7he,
8gone up ; ?fetch; 10 who is surnamed ;  Omit rest
to eat; !8he
30and creeping
s BOmat
lodging ; X But

T.—~Peter and

Cornelius, Acts 10 : 17-33. 'W.—Peter and Cornelius, Acts 10 : 3¢-48. Th.—Doubt and satisfaction, Acts 11:
1-18, F.—A blessing for Gentiles, Gal. 3. 7-14. S.—Jesus and a Samaritan, John 4: 1-14, 8.—Gentiles

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

brought in, Isa. 60: 1-11,

I. CorRNELIUS
DirECTED—, 2.
A certaln man in
Omsarea. See Geog-
raphy Lesson. Cor-
nelius; a common
name amongst the
Romans. A centur-

8-8. Baw {n a vi-
sion evidently ; Rev.
Ver., * openly . Cor-
nelius’ senses were not
deceived. Ninth
hour; 3 p.m., one of
the three Jewish hours
of prayer, the other

ion ; the commander
of 100 men, or half

AN EASTERN HOUSETOQP

two being 9 a.m. and

a maniple (see below). The band ; that is, the
cohort. In the Roman army, the legion of §,000 men
was divided into 10 cohorts, and each cohort into
three maniples. Itallan; because first raised in
Italy. Devout..feared God. He was a semi-
proselyte to the Jewish religion, having accepted
many of its beliefs, but had not submitted to cir-
cumcision. With all his house. This good cen-
turion had doubtless instructed his household in
religious things. Gave much alms to the people;
the Jewish people amongst whom he was stationed,—
a kindness unusual in a foreign soldier. Prayed to
God alway ; eager to know more of;God’s way of
salvation (sce ch. 11: 14).

12 noon. An angel
of God coming. V. 30 says, “a man in bright
clothing . Afrald ; of the supernatural being
What is it, Lord ? Cornelius longed to know
and was ready to do, God's will. Prayer and
..2lms are come up ; like sweet incense, Iev
2: 2; Ps. 141: 2; Phil 4: 18. A memorial
before God. God remembers them and is about to
answer them. Send men to Joppa ; 30 miles
south of Casarea. Simon..ZPeter. Both names
ure given to prevent mistake. Simon a tanner.
See ch, 9: 43. House..by the sea side, The
tanner’s trade was reckoned unclean among the Jews,
and had therefore to bo carried on outside the city
walls. Angel..departed. Cornelius saw him

» *Tho Scripture Memory Ps.ssarf‘m of the Supplemental Leaficts are recommended as a substitute for those

here given Sabbath by Sabbath.

heir recitation lcads to the obtaining of a beautiful Certificate or Diploma
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going, 83 he had seen him coming (v.3), a touch that
omphasizes the reality of his appearance, Oalled
..servants, and a devout goldier. Sece onv. 2,

II. PETER PREPARED,—9, 10. On the
morrow. From Cwmsarea to Joppa was about adry’s
journey. Wpon the house-top. ' See Illustration.
To pray. This was a favorite place for devotiouns.
Sixth hour ; noon (compare v. 3). Very hungry.
It was about the usual meal time. Fell into a
trance, It was as if his mind had passed out of his
body and could see things invisible to the senses.

11-16, Saw heaven opened. The vision was
from God. A certain vessel descending ..as..
a great sheet . . let down; like a sail let down to
the earth by ropes at the four corners. Four-
tooted beasts .. creeping things ., . fowls (Rev.
Ver.); representatives of the whole animal creation.
A volce..Rise, Peter; kill and eat. By the
law of Moses, some animals were * unclean ”, that
is, for sacrifice or food (see Lev., ch. 11), Not 8o,
Lord, Peter as a Jew, revolts from eating food
that is common (impure according to the law of
Moses), or unclean. God hath cleanged. The
One who gave the law can revoke it. Call not
thou common. The gospel was for all men alike.

III. PETER SENT.—17-20. Meanwhile Cor-
nelius’ messengers arrived, and Peter was instructed
by the Holy Spirit to return with them.

The next day Peter set out for Ceesarca, accom-
panied by six of the Christian brethren”(see ch. 11 :
12). Arrived at the house
of Cornelius, he preached
the way of salvation
through Jesus, and those
who believed were bap-
tized.

THE GEOGRAPHY
LESSON

CESAREA was a city on
the coast of Palestine,
about 23 miles south of
Mount Carmel. It was
built by Herod the Great,
and became the Roman
capital of Palestine, No
spot in Palestine can copnpare with this in romantic
beauty. The old city was surrounded by & strong
wall.

Jorpa, the modern Jaffa, is the seaport of Jeru-
salem, with which it is now joined by a railway.
It is the only place on the Mediterranean coast
between Egypt and Carmel that can afford shelter

to shipping. Various soap works and tannerics till
oxist on the seashore near the town, and it is the gate
of entrance into Palestine for travelers and pilgrima
from all quarters.

LESSON QUESTIONS

1, 2 Where did Cornclius live ? What was his
rank in the Roman army ? What is said of his
character ? What other centurion did he resemble ?
To whom did he show kindness ? What is said of his
prayerfulness? What do we learn as to his household?

8.8 Who appeared to Cornelius ? What question
did Cornelius ask ? Give the angel’s answer, In
what circumstances did Paul ask a similar question ?
(Acts 9: 6.) To whom was the ceaturion directed
to send ?  What was he told Peter would do? What
messengers were sent ?

9-16 Where had Peter gone ? For what:purpose ?
What vision did he ses ? What was he bidden to do ?
Why did he object? How was his objection re-
moved ? Where is it said that the separation be-
tween Jews and Gentiles has been removed ? (Eph.
2: 11-18.)

17-20 Who instructed Peter to go with Cornelius’
messengers ?

What was the result of Peter’s visit to Cornelius ?

FOB DISCUSSION
1. Bible visions.
2. Modern prejudices that should be removed.

A LESSON FOR LIFPE

Longfellow’s poem, Sandalphon, pictures that
‘* angel of prayer”, who,—
* With his feet on the ladder of light,
Gathers the prayers as he stands,
And they change into flowers in his hands.”
This 1s the poet’s way of saying that the sweetest and
most beautiful things in life come to us as God's
answers to our prayers.

Prove from Secripture—That God hears prayer.

Shorter Catechism-—Ques. 12. What special act
of providence did God exercise toward man in the estate
wherein he was created ?  A. When God had created
man, he entered into a covenant of life with him,
upon condition of perfect obedience; forbidding
him to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil, upon pain of death.

The Question on Missiong—(Second Quarter,
THE NEWCOMERS TO CANADA.)—1. What peoples are
among the newcomers ? Alphabetically arranged,
they are as follows, — Americans, Armenians, British,
Chinese, French, Germans, Greeks, Bebrews, Hindoos
Italians, Japanese, Scandinavians, Slavs and Syrians

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. How was Peter prepared to accept the centurion’s invitation ?

2. What was the result of Peter’s visit to Cornelius 2.....cvvuiiieiiiiiaiiieies tiiiiaiinaasn
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40 Peter Delivered from Prison

Lesson IL PETER DELIVERED FROM PRISON April 11, 1909
BETWEEN THE LESSONS—Some of Peter’s brethren in Jerusalem criticized him for.preaching the
gospel to Gentiles, but his explanation removed their objections. In order to comiplete-the .part of the
narrative commenced in Lesson XI.sch. 9 : 3143, in whioh Peter is the chief figure, a.period. of from four to
six years is, in the meantime, passed over, during which the chief event was the  founding of the church
at Antioch, This will be taken up in the Lesson for April 25, after the Lesson.on-the conversion of Saul,
who was to become one of the leading teachers in that church, (See ch. 11,) .
GOLDEN TEXT—The angel of the Lord encampegh {ound about them that fear himy, and delivereth- them.—

salm 34: 7. R
Memorize v. 7. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Acts 12: 1-11. Study Acts 12: 1-19

1 Now about that time Her'od the king ! stretched
forth kig hands to 2 vex certain of the church.
2 And he killed James the brother of John with the

sword.
3 And 3because he saw it pleased the Jews, he
e’ter also, ¢ (Then

protecded ¢further to %take
were the days of unleavened.bread.) *
.4 And when he bad 7 apprehended him, he put Atm
.in prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of
soldiers- to 8keep him ; intending-after %Easter to
bring him forth to-the people, .

5 Pe’ter therefore was kept in 10 prison : but prayer
Evashx_nnde 1 without ceasing of the church unto God

or him,

6. And when: Her’od 3?would have brought him
forth, the same night Pe‘ter was sleeping between two
suldiers, bound with two chams : and 13 the keepers
before the door kept the prison.

7 And, behold, ¥ the angel of the Lord ¥came
upon hum, and a hight shined 1n the ¥ prison : and he
smote Pc’ter on the side, and 17 raised him up, saying.

;anise up quickly. And 'his-chains féll off from his
ands, BRI .

.8 And the angel said - unto him, Gird thyself, and
bind on thy sandals. * And 19sohedid. And he snith
unto him, Cast thy garment about thee, and-follow
me. Lo N
9 And he went out, and followed 2him.; and % wist
not that it was true which was done by the angol;

but thought he saw a vision.

10 2 When they were past'the fitst and the second
ward, they came unto the iron gate that leadeth # un-
to the city ; which opened to_them of 2 his vwn
acéord : and they went out, and passed on through
gx_xe street ; and‘= forthwith the angel departed from

im. .- . . SR :

11 And.when Pe’tér was come to himself, he sad,
Now I know of a. #surety, that the Lord hath sent
2 his angel; and 22 hath delivered me out of the hand
of Her’od,‘and’ from all the expectation of the people
of the Jews, ... .

R .

Revised Version—! put forth, 2afflict ; 3 wheu he saw that ; ¢ Omitfurther ; 5seize ; 8.(Omut brackets,
And those were ; 7 taken ; 8 guard ; °the Passover , °the ; ! earnestly of,, 12 was about to bring ; ¥ guards ,
Man; %stood by him ; 8cell; 17 awoke him ; 18 Rise up ; !°he did 80 ; 290Omithim ; 2 he ; 2 And ; Zinto;

Aits ; Bstraightway ; 26truth; 27 forth ; 28 Omit hath. .

Daily Readings—(Courtesy, LB.R.A.)—M.—Peter delivered from- prison, Acts 12: “1-10. T.—
-Peter delivered from prison, Acts. 12: 11-19. W.—A strong Deliverer, Ps. 33: 10-22. Th.—Prayer and
answer, Ps, 34: 1-10. F.—The delivering angel, Dan. 6: 16-23, S.—Promise of answer, Matt. 7 : 1-11.

8.—Trust in° God, 2 Cor. 1: 1-11,

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

1. IMPRISONED.—14. About that time;
when Barnabas and Saul had gone up to Jerusalem
(sce Between the Lessons). Herod the king;
Herod Agrippa 1., grandson of Herod the Great, at
this time ruler, as his grandfather had been, over

.all Balestine.” To vex; to “afflict” (Rev. Ver.),
"J’d}id"?grié.bf Yie {lifce most prominent of the apostles
1588 Matk 35: 37; Luke 9: 28; Matt. 26: 37).
"With the’sword ; a mode of death regarded by the
#9368 44" specially disgraccful. Pleased the Jews.
the“maia point in Agrippa’s policy was to win the
Vfgvox:, of the Jewish leaders, who, he knew, bitterly
hatedt tho Christians. Proceeded . . to take Peter ;
the ‘léader amongst the apostles. Days of un-
leavenied bread; ‘the séven days following the
enting of the Pgssoyér, diring which no bread made
with leaven or yeast might, be used (see Lev. 23 : 5-8).
Apprehenided ; 'séizéd]’ Quaternions ; groups of
four men. Each group of four was on duty six
hours out of the twenty-four. After the Passover
(which came at the same time as our Easter) . . bring
him forth (Rev. Ver.); that is, after the Passover
week, during which no legal decision could be given.

i{I. PRavED FoRr.— 5. Prayer . . without
ceasing ; Weymouth, *“long and fervent prayer
was offered . Of the church ; that is, by com-
panies of its members scattered hers and there
throughout the city. Unto God; the heavenly

o;;‘m‘-el{;s‘;’ g!‘l‘l_b_dﬁ James ; along with Peter and .-

A COIN OF HEROD AGRIPPA

King, in whose hands King Herod was powerless.”
III. DELIVERED.—6-8. When Hercd would
have brought him forth ; Weymouth, * was v
the point of taking him out of prison ", for sentence
and execution. That same night ; in all human
likelihood Peter’s last night on earth. Peter was
sleeping ; fearless and calm through his trust n
God. (Compare ch. 16: 25.) Between two
soldiers, bound with two chains; literally
** wristbands ’, fastening himto his keeper on either
side. XKeepers before the door; the other two
of the ** quaternion ”” on duty. An angel of the
Lord, etc. (Rev. Ver.). Compare Luke 2: 9. A
light shined ; ** the glory of the Lord * (see again
Luke 2: 9). Smote Peter; to rouse him from
his sound and quiet sleep. Chains fell off,
**dropped from his wrists”. Gird thyself;
put on thy girdle, to ‘bind up the long Esastern
undergarment, loosened for sleeping in. 8andals ;
the footgear of the poor: shoes were worn by the
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rich. Garment ; outer robo, .taken off and used
for a covering during sleep.

9-11, Past the first (" ward ") ; perhaps the
places whero the * keepers” (v. 6, see comment)
were stationed. 8econd ward ; another part of the
prison, where sentinels wore also stationed. Unto
the {ron gate; which, if kept shut, would have
barred their progress. Opened . . of its own accord
(Rev. Ver.); without touch of human hand, Angel
departed ; leaving Poter to do the rest, in which no
supernatural help was needed. Come to himseif ;
his vision now an actual reality, .

's. 12-19 relate the interesting sequel.
THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

It .may have
been in the
TOWER OF AN-
% TONIA that Peter
Ad was imprisoned.
W Besides ordinary
prisons, for the
sake of conven-
fence, there was
Y accommodation
in ancient times
§ for prisoners in
fortresses, bar-
racks, palaces
and temples.

LESSON QUESTIONS

1-4 Which of the apostles was'now put to death ?
By what king? In what manner ? What other
apostle did the king imprison ?  When digd he intend
to put him to death ?

6 By whom was prayer made on Peter’s behalf ?

6-11 When did an angel come to Peter in the:
prison ?z What indications does the storv give of
Peter’s trust in God ? How was Peter bouud: tx:
his keepers ? Tell how his chains fell off, How
was the prison gate opened ? .

To whose house did Peter go ?  What message did °
he. give ? Whither did he then go? What ‘was'
done to the prison guards ? C

— Copenlt

Prove from Scripture— That God €s greater than

man. ¢

" Shorter Catechism—Ques 13. .Did our first par-
enls continue in the eslalé wherein they were created !
A. Our first parents, being left to the freedom of their
own will, fell from the estate whgi-ein they were creat-
ed, by sinning against God. .

The Qifestion on Misstons- 2, What do these
newcomers do for a living ? There are some of all
classes of workers, There are (1) professional'men,
as, clergymen, lawyers, doctors, teachers, musicians
and. merghantss;, (2) skilled laborers, as, farmers,
balcers, tailors; shoemakers, carpenters, clerks, miners,
and masons ; .3nd (3) unskilled Inborers and servants,

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. How was Peter guarded in the prison?...

Memorize vs. 15, 16, EASTER LESSON—1 Cor. 15: 12-20. Study 1 Cor: 15: 12-28,
AN ALTERNATIVE LESssoN. . )
GOLDEN TEXT--Now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.—x Cor. 15:20.

While the apostle Paul was in Ephesus, in Asia
Minor, probably about the year A.D. 58, he wrote
the letter known as First Corinthians to the church
1 Corinth in Greece. He had heard that some of the
Connthian Christians did not believe in the resur-
rection of the bodies of believers, though they did
belteve- that Christ's body had risen. In the Lesson
chapter, Paul first gives reasons for believing that
Jesus rose from the dead, and then shows that the
bodies-of believers will rise, as certainly as did that
of their Lord.

12.14, Christ.. preached that he rose. The
apostles, in their preaching, made much of the
resurrection of Jesus. In this fact they saw the
strongest proof that Fo was the long-promised
Messiah, and that He was able to save from sin’ (see
Aots 8: 163 4: 33; 17: 31; Rom, 1: 4). No
resurrection . ,.Christ not risen, If, as some
in Corinth said,.the bodies of believers do not rise
from;the .dead, then neither did the body of Christ

rise. CGhrist..not risen..preaching wvain..
faith..vain. The only Saviour who can really
save is 8 Saviour who has risen. :

15-19. False witnesses of God. It was the-
mission of the apostles to testify to the resurrection
of Jesus. Indeed, it was one of the qualifications
of an apostle, that he had seen the-risen Saviour, ch.
9: 1. Falth.,vain..yet in your sins. Re-
demption, forgiveness, salvation are all built on the
foundation of the resurrection of Jusus. They..
fallen asleep..perished; instead. of having
entered, as.they bad hoped, on a life of endless bliss,
0f all men most miserable; because all our
bright hopes for the future would be disappointed.

20. But Christ has indeed risen from the dead,
and thus has conquered, for His people as well as for
Himself, the last grim enemy, death. As surely as
He rose and ascended to His heavenly throne, they
will rise to reign with Him forever.

el A, b L e SABAIAICT A
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42 The Conversion of Saul

Lesson IIL

THE CONVERSION OF SAUL

April 18, 1909

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—The story of Saul’s conversion was omitted between Lessons X. (Acts 8.
26-38) and XI. (Acts 9 . 31-43), First Guarter, that it might be placed before the Lesson on the founding of
the church at Antioch (next Lesson), the starting point of his great missionary career.

GOLDER TEXT—He fell to the earth, and heard g. vzicfs saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou
me ?—Acts 9¢ 4.

Memorize vs. 15, 16.

11And Saul, yet 2breathing out threetenings
and slaughter agninst the disciples of the Lord, went
unto the high priest,

2 Apa 3 fesired of him letters to Damas’cus ¢ to the
synagogues, that if he found any %of this way, whether
¢they were men or women, he might bring them
bound 7 unto Jeru‘salem,

3 And as he ioumeyegi. 8 he came near Damas’cus:
and suddenly there °shined round about him a light
19 from heaven : )

4 And he fell 1 to the earth, and heard a voice
saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?

5 And he said, Who srt thou, Lord 2 And 1?the
Lord seid, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest : 134t
18 hard for thee to kick against the pricks.

6 And he trembling and astonished said, Lord
what wilt thou have me to do ? And the Lord sai
unto him, 1 Arise, and !* go into the city, and it shall
be told thee what thou must do. .

7 And the men ¢ which journeyed with him stood
speechless, hearing 17 a voice, but #seeing no man,

8 And Saul arose from the carth ; and when his
eyes were opened, he saw 19no man : but they led
him by the hand, and brought him into Damas’cus,

And he was three days without sight, and
3% peither did eat nor drink, =

10 2! And there wasa certain disciple at Damas‘cus,
named Anani‘as; and Zto him said_the-lord in a
vision,Anani‘as. And hesaid, Behold, Iam here, Lord.

THE LESSON PASSAGE—Acts 9: 1-19a.  Study Acts 9: 1-30.

11 And the Lord sa:d unto him, Arise, and go? into
the atreet which is called Straight, and 1:quire in the
house of Ju’das for one Bcalled Saul, 2 of Tar'sus :
for, behold, he prayeth,

12 And *hath scen in a vision a man named
Anani‘as coming in, and 2 putting hig hand on him,
that he might receive his sight.

13 27 Then Anani’es answered, Lord,.I bave heard
28 biman_y of this man, how much evil he 2 hath done
to thy saints at Jeru’salem :

14 And here he hath authority from the chief
pricsts to bind all that call 1 on thy name.

15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way : for
he is o chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before
the Gen‘tiles, and kings, and the children of Isr'ael.

18 For I will shew him how 39 great things he must
suffer for my name’s sake.

17 And Anani‘as 3! went his way, and entered into
the house ; and 2% putting his hands on him said
Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, 3 that appesrecf
unto thee in the way 3 as thou camest, hath sent me,
that thou 3 mightest receive thy sight, and be filled
with the Holy Ghost.

18 And 3 immcdmtel{ there fell from his eyes as it
3 had been scales : and he received ¥ sight forthwith,
and arose, and was baptized. |

19 33 And_when he had received meat, he was
strengthened.

Revised Version—! But Saul; 2breathing threatening; 3asked ; funto; Sthat were of the Way,
8 Omit they were; 7 to; 8it came to pass that he drew nigh unto ; ®shone; '%out of ; 1 ux{lon : Bhe said;

BWOmit restof v.5and v.8,asfarashim; Mbut rise ; ¥enter into; 0that; 7the; 18be
ing; and ; 20did neither ; % Now; Zthe Lord said unto him ; Znamed
named ; 2% laying his hands ; ¥ But Ananias ; ?from ; 2?did ; 3°many things

ohfing s %noth-
; 2*a man; She hath seen a man
3 departed ; * who ; 3 which,

M mayest ; Bstraightway ; * were scales ; 3 his sight ; and he arose ; 3%and he took food and was strength-

ened

Dally Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—The conversion of Saul, Acts 9: 1-16. T.—The con-
version of Saul, Acts 9: 17-30. W.—Paul tells the story, Acts 22: 1-15. Th.—The escape from Damascus,
2 Cor. 11: 21-33. F.—Special revelation, Gal. 1:11-24. S.—Chief of sinners, 1 Tim. 1: 12-17. 8,—Saved

through faith, Eph. 2: 1-10.

THE LESSON
I A Perse-
CUTOR. — 1, 2.
But Saul (Rev.
Ver). Sec chs.
7:58; 8: 3.
Breathing out
?{ threatenings
and slaughter ;
asif every breath
were  aiming 2
flaming threat, a
murderous blow,
at the Christians.
‘Went unto the
high priest;

PETER AND PAUL
From bottom of glass cup of about Cajaphns.  (See

the Fourth Century John 18: 12, 143

Acts 4: 8, ctc.) Desired..letters ta Damascus
(sco Geography Lesson) to the synagogues ; the
Jewish congregations in Damascus. These letters
would arm him with power to carry out his purpose.
Any..of the Way (Rev. Ver.); a common descrip-
tion of the Christian religion, perhaps suggested by
Jesus' words about ** tho nammow way ” (Mfatt. 7 : 14)

EXPLAINED

or by His calling Himself the Way, John 14: 6. Men
or women. Not even women were spared.

II. A ConNvERT.—S-6. Suddenly; like a
lightning flash. A light from heaven ; brighter
than the glare of the Eastern sun at noonday (sce
ch. 26 : 13). It was the Shechinsh or glory of God,
Ex. 40: 3438; 1 Kgs. 8: 11. He fell to the
earth ; dazzled by the intensc brightness. Heard
a voice; heard words which he could understand
(compare on v. 7). B8aul, 8aul, The form of the
name shows that Jesus spoke to Paul in Hebrow.
Why persecutest thou me? Injury to Jesus'
followers is injury to Him, Matt. 25 : 45; Luke 10:
16. Who art thou, Lord? A cry of reverence.
Hard for thee to kick againgt the pricks;
the goad used to urge oxen on. Saul’s persecutiag
would result only in hurting himself.

6-9. But rise (Rev. Ver.). V. 6, as far as him,
is omitted in the Rev. Vér. (Seo also ch. 22: 10.)
Enter into the city (Rev. Ver). It wasabouta
mile to tho castern gate. Told thes what thou
must do. Silent submission to Christ is the first
thing required of this proud, impetuous Phariseo (see
Phil. 3:5). Ben.. stood speachless ; in amaze-
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ment and terror. Hearing the volce (Rev. Ver.,
Margin, ** sound ). Paul’s companions heard the
voice of v. 4, but could not distinguish the words.
sesing no man, They beheld only the heavenly
glory, while Snul alone saw Jesus (compare 1 Cor.
15: 8). Baul arose.,eyes..opened.,saw no
man. The vision had made him blind. Led him
..into Damascus. TlLis * guide of the bhnd "
(Rom. 2: 19) had himself to be guided by others.
Three days without sight. All the closer would
be his comwmunion with God (see 2 Cor. 12: 1-4).
Neitaner did eat nor drink ; an outward sign of
his deep penitence.

JII. AN APOSTLE.—10-16. The Lord appears
in & wision to 2..disciple at Damascus, named
Ananias. Street..oalled Straight. The prin-
cipal street of Damascus at present runs east and
west, and is in some parts remarkably straight.
This is the atreet, it is said, in which Saul lodged
0t Tarsus; the capital of the Roman province of
Cilicia, in Asia Minor. He prayeth; and was
being further prepared by a vision for Ananias’ visit.
But Ananias objects, through fear of so fierce a
persecutor as Saul was well known to be. The Lord
said..a chosen vessel ; that is, instrument. To
bear my name,; make Me known. Before the
Gentiles, etc.; pointing to Paul’s position as the
apostle cf the Gentiles, Rom. 11: 13. Must suffer.
See 2 Cor. 11 : 23-28,

17-19a. At the laying on of Ananius’ hands, Saul
was filled with the Holy Spirit, his sight was restored,
and he was baptized.

The story of Saul's

his flight, his visit to Jeru-
salemandhis returnto Tar-
sus, is told in vs. 19 (b)-30.

THE GEOGRAPHY
LESSON

In traveling from Jeru-
salem to Daxascus, it i‘s
probable that Saul follow=
ed the road that ran
through Samariaand cross-
ed the Jordan south of the
Lake of Galilec. Thedis-
tance was 140 miles, and
would occupy about six days. A Moslem tradition
makes Eliazer tho founder of the city, and Abm-
ham for some time king. Damascus, onc of

preaching 1n Damascus, .

the oldest cities in the world, is situated in a beauti-
ful plain, which owes its fertility to the two rivers
el-Barada (Abana) to the north and el-Aw’aj (per-
baps Pharpar) to the south. The city is surrounded
by magnificent orchards with luxuriant foliage.

LESSON QUESTIONS

1,2 To what city did Saul now seck to extend his
persecution 2 From whom did he obtain au-
thority 2 What description is given of the Chris-
tians 7 Where does Peter call the new faith ** the
way of truth” ? (2 Pet. 2: 2)

8-6 What sudden appearance did Paul sce as he
neared Damascus ? What effect had the sight upon
him ? Whose voice did he hear ? What question
did Jesus ask him ? Why did Jesus say Szaul was
persecuting Himseclf ? What promise is made to
those who suffer with Jesus? (Rom. 8: 17.)

6-9 What did the Lord bid Saut do ? How did the
vision affect his sight ? How did he reach Damas-
cus ?

10-19 Whom did the Lord sead to Saul ? Why
did Ananias object ? What followed the laying
of his hands upon Saul ?

Why had Saul to leave Damascus ? Whither did
he go ? What compelied him to leave Jerusalem ?
Whither did he then go?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. New Testament conversions.
2. Promiscs to those who suffer for Jesus' sake

A LESSON FOR LIFRE

It wae not a very grand beginning Saul made in
the service of Jesus, just submissively allowing him-
self to be led into Damascus, a helpless, blind man.
But it was a start, and it led to the great work be
afterwards did. If we begin now to do the very
smallest things in obedience to our King, these will
prove the way to bigger opportunities.

Prove from Scripture—Tka! Jesus chooses His
scrvanis.

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 14. WAast 73 sin ?
A. Sin is any want of conformity unto, or trans-
gression of, the law of God.

The Question on Missionst~3. Why do thoy
come. Briefly, becauss thoy are overcrowded at
homeo, and therc are better opportunities and moro
freedom in our land.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. For what purpose was Saul going to Damaseus Teeeees crvrnieiaiaioiatatis tans et

................... [ T R R LR R R

2. How was he arrested on thé way ?.-....
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44 The Gospel in Antioch
THE GOSPEL IN ANTIOCH

April 25, 1909

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—The story of the church at Antioch, which comes between Lessen I. (Acts
10 : 1-20) and Lesson IL (Acts 12 : 1-11), is given in to-day’'s Lesson.
GOLDER TEXT—The disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.—Acts 11: 26.
Memorize vs. 22,23, THE LESSON PASSAGE—Acts 11: 19-30; 12: 25.

19 ! Now they which were scattered abroad upon
the 2 persecution thet arose about Ste‘phen travelled
as far as 3 Pheni’ce, aund Cy’prus, and An‘tioch,
4 preaching the word to none $ but unto the Jews only.

20 ¢ And some of them were men of Cy’prus and
Cyre’ne, 7 which, when they were come to An‘tioch,
spake unto the 8 Gre‘cians, preaching the Lord Jesus,

21 And the hand of the Lord was with them :
%gdda great number ? believed, and turaed unto the

rd.

22 10Then tidings of these things came ! unto the
ecrs of the church which was in Jeru’salem : and
they sent forth Barnabas, 12 that he should go as far
as An’tioch.

23 Who, when he ¥ came, and had seen the grace
of God, was glad, and 4 exhorted them all, that with
purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord.

24 For he was a good man, and full of the Holy

Ghost and of faith: and much people was added
unto the Lord.

25 1 Then departed Bar‘nabas to Tar‘sus, for to
seek Saul : .

26 And_when he had found him, he brought hum
unto An‘tioch., And it came to pass, that 19a whole
year they 17 assembled themselves with the church,
and taught much people. !3And the disciples were
called Chris’tians first in An‘tioch.

27 1" And in theso days 30came prophets from
Jeru’salem unto An‘tioch,

28 And therestood up one of them nhmed Ag‘abus,
and signified by the 2spirit that there should be
2 great dearth throughout all the world : which came
to pass in the days of Clau‘dius 2 Ce‘sar.

.29 3% Then_the disciples, every man according to
his ability, determined to_send relief unto the bre-
thren _ which dwelt in Judma: |

30 Which also they did, *and sent it to the elders
by the 7 hands of Bar’nabas and Saul.

Ch. 12 : 25 And Bar’nabas and Saul returned from
Jeru‘salem, when they had fulfilled their ; 28 ministry,
and took with them John, whose surname was Mari.

Bevised Verslon—! They therefore that were; ? tribulation ; 3 Pheenicia; 4 speaking; save only to Jews,

¢But there were some of them ; 7 who ; 3Greeks also ; ?that believed turned ; 12 And the report concerning
them ; 1to ; 12Ozt that he should go ; 3 was come ; 14he ; ¥ And he went forth to Tarsus to scek for_Saul ;
10 even for ; 37 were gathered together with ; 132and that ; 19 Now ; 20 there came down ;2! Spirit (large S); =a

great famine over ; B O0mit Cxsar ; 2 And the ; S that ; *sending it ; % hand ; 23 ministration, taking with

them.

Dally Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—The gospel in Antioch, Acts 11: 19-30; 12: 25
T.—Persecution and scattering, Matt. 10: 18-23. = W.—Christ’s promise, Matt. 28 : 16-20. Th.—Joy of
success, Luke 10 : 17-24. F.—Power of the gospel, 1 Thess. 1. S.—Barnabas of Cyprus, Acts 4:32-37. S.—

Teaching for Christians, Rom. 12 : 1-15.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

1. A Cuurce Fouxp-
£p.—19. Scattered
abroad, etc.; see ch. S:
1. As far as Phe®nicia
(Rev. Ver.); the distnct,
120 miles long by 15broad,
to the north of Palestine,
along the Mediterrancan
const. Cyprus; a large
and fertile island in the
Mediterranean, nearly op-
posite Antioch (sce Geo-
graphy Lesson), now a

31. Turned unto the
Lord ; forsaking their old
sinful lives for Hisservice.

II. A CEURCH GROW-
ING.—22, 28. Tidings
..came unto .. the
church. . inJerusalem;
the mother church, under
the dircct care of the
apostles. New churches
would naturally look toit
for guidance. Sentforth
Barnabas ; a man noted

dependency of Great Brit- THE CITY OF TARSUS, BIRTHPLACE OF PAUL  f{or his power as a teacher

ain. Preaching..unto
the Jews only ; %s had been done in Palestine,
“until Peter had -been instructed by the Holy Spirit
to carry the gospel to Cornelius, a Gentile, Lesson
1., ch. 10: 1-20. o

20, 21. Men of Cyprus {scc above) and Gyrene
(a district in North Africa with a large Jewish popu-
Iation : sec c¢h. 2: 10). These were more accus-
tomed than the Jews of Palestine to mingle with
Gentiles, and hence were less prejudiced against
them. Spake unto the Greeks (Rev. Ver); a
common dcsignation in the New Testament for
Gentiles (sce, for example, Rom. 1: i85 1 Cor. 1:
22.24)., Preaching the Lord Jesus; the only
and sufficient Saviour for Jew and Gentile alike, ch.
4:12. Thehand of the Lord ; His power visibly
exerted to change hearts and lives. A great num-
ber belleved ; and by so doing were saved, ch, 16 :

and for kis liberality (ch.

4: 36, 37), and a friend of'Saul’s, ch. 9: 27. Had
seen the grace of God ; the divine favor shown
in the conversion of the Gentiles, Was glad ; as
the church at Jerusalem bhad rejoiced when they
heard of Cornelius’ conversion, v. 1S. Exhortéd
them all; spoke words of encouragement and
warning to the new converts. With purpose of
heart ; with sincere and carncst burpose. Cleave
unto the Lord. Antioch was a very wicked city,
and the followers of Jesus would need to be brave
and resolutg in resisting temptations on every hand.
24. A good man ; a hopeful, generous-spirited
man, ready to rejoice in the well-being of others.
Full of the Holy Ghost ; who dwelt in his heart,
and to whom bis goodness was duc. Of faith;
trusting Christ as his own Saviour, and surc of His
power to save others, Much people was added



The Gospel

unto the Lord. It is union with Christ Himself,
and not merely with the church, that saves.

25, 26. Barnabag to Tarsus; which was op-
posite Seleucis, tho seaport of Antioch (see Geography
Lesson) to the northwest, on the Asia Minor coust
To seek Saul ; who had been in Tarsus, according
to somne, fourteen years, to othero, eleven, after
leasing Jerusalem, ch. 9: 30. Brought him to
Antioch ; doubtless knowing that Saul had
already been set apart for work among the Gentiles,
ch. 9: 15. A whole year..with the church ;
preaching the gospel in peace and safety (contrast
ch. 9: 22-24, 28, 29). Called Christians first in
Antioch. This was at first a contemptuous nick-
name, meaning ** partisans ot Christ ” (see ch. 26 :
28 1 Pet. 4 : 16), but soon became a title of honor.

III. A Caurce HELPING.—27-30, Ch. 12 :25.
Propbets from Jerusalem ; a class of inspired
teachers in the carly church, forthtellers of God'’s
mind, as well as foretellers of coming eveats, 1 Cor.
12: 28; Eph. 4: 11. Agabus..signified..2a
gicat famine over all the world (Rev. Ver);
that is, the Roman Ewpire. Days of Claudius
Caesar ; Emperor of Rome from A.D. 41-54. Relief
unto the bretnren..in Judea. It was the
custom for the wealthier Jews in foreign lunds to send
contributions, in times of distress, to their poorer
brethren in Palestine, and this example was followed
by the Christians in Antioch. To the elders; the
rulers in the church, under the apostles, correspond-
ing to the elders among the Jews. By . .Barnabas
and Saul. Ch. 12: 25 tells of their return from their
mission, bringing with them John . . Mark (sec ch.
12: 12).

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

Axtiocn v Synia was
situated on the Oroutes
river, about 20 wiles {from
the mouth, the river being
navigable up to the city
Scleucia, near the mouth
of the river, was the sea-
port. The city was built
partly on an island in the
river, but mainly on its
‘| north bank and up the
slopes of Mount Silpius.
It consisted of four quar-
ters, divided by a long
street adorned with col-
umns and another that

in Antioch 45

crossed it obliquely. Gibbon says that at this time it
possessed half a million inhabitants. The population
was very mixed, and frequently rose in  rebellion
against its rulers. Josephus calls Antioch the third
city in the Romun Ewmpire, placing it next to Rome
and Alexaundria. It was the centre of an immeuse
trade carried on by caravans and ships.

LESSON QUESTIONS

19-21 What led to the scattering abroad of the
disciples ? Who were the Greeks? Who began
preaching to these 7 At whut place ?  With what
results ?  Where do we read of ** Grecks ” seeking
Jesus 2 (John 12 : 20-22) Where does Paul say,
** There is no difference between the Jew and the
Greek 7 (Rom. 10: 12)

22-24 Which was the mother church ? Under
whose direct care was it ¥ Who was sent from it to
Antioch 2 What did he do, when he camne 2 What
sort of man was Barnabas ? What was the result
of his work ?

26, 26 Whom did Barnabas *bring to Antioch ?
Wy was Suul specially fitted to help in the Antioch
church ? How long did he and Barnabas remain in
Antioch ? What were believers first called there ?

27-30; Ch. 12 :25. Who prophesied a famine ?
To whom did the church of Antioch send help 2 By
whom was the help sent 2 Whom did they bring
with them on their return ?

FOR DISCUSSION
1. Faith in Christ: (1) What it is. (2) What it
does.
2. The strong helping the weak.

A LESSON FOR LIFE

Water is stored up in the mill-pond, that it may
pour down the mill-race, to turn the huge wheel that
drives all the machinery of the mill.  So our blessings
have been given to us, that they may go forth from
us, 10 an cever-flowing stream of love and kindness,
to thoseabout us. The outflow should be as generous
as the inflow is abundant.

Prove from Scripture — That love should be
pradical,

Shorter Catechism—Review Questions 12-14.

The Question on Missions—4. What arc some
ot the difficnlties of the newcomers?  The principal
difficultics of the pewcomers are the outcome of lack
of knowledge, lack of funds, and lack of friends.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS
1. How did the gospel come to be preached to the Gentiles at Antioch 2...ovviviiiiiiiiiiiiniia,

R R R R R TR R R ] .

2. What help did Barnabas give to the Antioch church 2 Saul 2..oeeevvieniiiiiiiiiiiiniiee

e mes e m .
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Lesson V. PAUL'S FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY May 2, 1909
—CYPRUS

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—The Lesson continues the story of the church at Antioch.
GOLDEN TEXT-—Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.—Mark 16 : 15.
Memorize vs. 2, 3. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Acts 13: 1-12.

1 Now there were 3in the church that was at  Ser’gius Puu‘lus, a prudent man; who called for
An‘tioch certain prophets and teachers ; 2as Bar’na-  Bar’nabas and Saul, and 2desired to hear the word
baséand 3 Sim‘con that was called Ni‘ger, and Lu‘cius  of God
of

f Cyre’ne, and Man’aen, ¢ which had been brought 8 But El‘vmas the sorcerer (for so is his name by
up with Her‘od the tetrarch, and Saul. interpretation) withstood them, secking to turn
2 5 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the  3away the 4deputy from the faith, .
Holy Ghost said, Separate me Bar‘nabas and Saul 9 13Then Saul, (who also 18 called Paul,) filled with

for the work whereunto I have called them. the Holy Ghost, 18set his eyes on him,
3 %And when they had fasted and prayed, and 10 And said, O full of all 17 subtilty and all 17 fus-
laid their hands on them, they sent them away, chicf, thou 19child of the devil, thou enemy of all

4 So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the
7departed unto Scleu‘cia; and from thence they  right ways of the Lord ?
sailed to C’)"prus. . 11 And now, behold, the hand of the Lord s upun
5 And when they were at Sal‘amis, they 8 preached  thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the sun for
the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews: and  asecason. And immediately there fell on him a mist

they had also John 9to their minister. . and a darkness; and he went about seeking sume
6 And when they had gone through the 1%isle  to lead him by the hand.

unto Pa’phos, they found a certain sorcerer, a false 12 Then the ) deputy, when he saw what was

prophet, a Jew, whose name was Bar-je’sus: done, believed, being astonishued at the 2doctrine of

7 Which was with the !'deputy of the country, the Lord.

Revised Version—! at Antioch, in the church that was there ; 2Omet as, 3Symeon , ¢the foster-brother
of Herod ; S And as; 8 Then, when ; 7 went down to; 8proclaimed ; 9as their attendant ; 9whole island ,
1 proconsul, Sergius Paulus, 2 man of understanding.  The same called unto him Barnabasand Saul ; $2sought
Baside ; ! proconsul ; ¥ But Saul ; 10 fastened ; 17 guile ; 8 villany ; '?son; 20teachung.

Dally Readings—(Courtesy, L.B.R.A.)—M.—Paul's first missionary journey, Acts 13: 1-12. T.—
Sent by God, Isa. 6 : 1-8. W.—Good tidings, Isa. 40: 1-11. Th.—Messengers needed, Rom. 10: 6-17. F.—
Christ's missioners, Luke 10 : 1-11. S.—Sorcery condemned, Deut. 18: 9-14. S.--Paul’s preaching, 1 Cor.
1: 12-24.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

Ghost said ; speaking through one or more of the
** prophets ”. Separate me Barnabas and Saul.
The church at Antioch had set apart their money
(ch. 11: 29, 30), now they must set apart men for
the work of Christ. For the work whereunto I
have called them. Besides the cail through the
church leaders, Barnabas and.Saul received the inner
call of the Spirit. Fasted and prayed ; a solemn
devotional service. Lald their hands on them ;
solemnly setting them apart for the work pointed out
by the Spirit. Sent them away ; on the greatest
of errands, the preaching of the gospel to the heathen

II. A Coxverr WoN.—4-7. They; Barna-

I. A MissioN COMMENCED,—1. In the bas and Saul. Sent forth by the Holy Ghost.
church ..at Antioch; which looked out across From the beginning, the Holy Spirit and the church
the Mediterranean towards the great Gentile world.  have been partners in the work of missions. To
Prophets and teachers; two classes of inspired  Seleucia ; the seaport of Antioch. Sailed to
workers in the early church. The * prophet” Cyprus; a voyage of S0 to 100 miles. Salamis.
reccived« his divine message in a more direct way  Sce Geography Lesson. Preached.. in the syna-
than the ** teacher ™', being the mouthpince of the gogues of the Jews. It was natural for thesc
Holy Spirit. (Secc chs. 11: 27,28; 15.32; 1 Cor.  missionaries to preach first to the Jews, who shared
12:28; Eph. 4:11.) Nothingis known of Simaeon  with them a knowledge of the Bible, and who were
or Lucius, save what we are told here. ** Niger”  looking for the Messinh. John ; thatis, John Mark,
is Latin for ** black”, but it docs not signify that ch. 12: 25. Gone througk the isle ; preaching
Simeon was an African or had s dark skin, any more  the gospel as they "went. Unto Paphos. Sce
than the name John Black, with us. Manaen the Geography Iesson. A certaln sorcerer, a fals:
foster-brother (the asdopted playmate and school-  prophet ; a magician who professed to foretell the
fcllow) of Herod the tetraxch (Rev. Ver.); *“rulerof  future. Bar-jfesus; * son of Jesus ”’ or ** Joshua *".
a fourth part ”,—Herod Antipas (sce Matt. 14: 1-12). With the proconsul (Rev. Ver.); the Roman
Strange that a Christian teacher should have come  governor of the island. A prudent man; a fair-
from such a houschold ! minded man, ready to hear the word of God.

2,8. Ministered to the Lord ; in prayer, or by ITI. AN OrroNENT SILENCED.—S8, 9. Ely-
teaching others the way of salvation. ¥asted; 1mas; from an Aramaic word meaning ** the wise 7.
abstained from food for religious reasons.  The Holy Tt is not nceessarily a proper name, but may be used

COIN OF EMPEROR CLAUDIUS

Thought to refer to famine of Acts rx; 28.
Obstrve on oue side the emblem of a bushel,
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as o description of Bar-jesus. Withstood them ;
fenring to lose his influence with the proconsul
(Rev. Ver.). Saul, (also called Paul,). Probably
the apostle, like many others of his time and sur-
roundings, had had from childhood two names, one
Hebrew (Saul) used in Jewish society, the other
Greek (Paul), amongat Gentiles. Luke introduces the
Greelk nume here, and uses it henceforth, to signify
that the apostle has definitely entered on his ministry
to the Gentiles. Fllled with the Holy Ghost;
ani therefore sure that his words were from heaven
and would come to pass. Set his eyes on him ;
with stern indignation in his look.

10-12. Said; spoke out straight, strong words.
0 full of all subtilty (guile, Rev. Ver); *‘de-
ceit”, the very trade by which Elymas lived was to
deceive others. All villany (Rev. Ver.) He was bad
through and through. Son of the devil (Rev. Ver.);
though called *Son of Jesus”, that is, savior
Enemy of all righteousness; and therefore of
God who is rightcous. Pervert (turn aside) the
right ways of the Lord. These are the ways
of repentance, faith and obedience, in which Paul was
persuading the governor to walk. The hand of the
Lord ; His power in punishment. Thou shalt be
biind. Paul himself had been converted through
being struck blind for a season, ch. 9. Following
the lead of his Master, the apostle would work a like
change in Elymas by a similar method. The pro-
consul (Rev. Ver.)..saw what was done, be-
leved ; now thoroughly convinced (compare vs. 7,
S). Astonished ; at this real wonder so far sur-
passing the pretended ones of Jewish and heathen
magicians. At the teaching (Rev. Ver.) of the
Lord; that is, the teaching about Jesus,

THE «EOGRAPHY LESSON

Savamis stood on the
castern coast of Cyprus,
at the end of a great fer-
tile plain stretching west~
ward for many miles be-
tween two rmanges of
mountains. It had =2
good harbor, and from it
the rich products of Cy-
prus were shipped to Se-
leucia and the Syrian
coast. Papnos, the cap-
Jtal of the island under
the Romans, was on the
southwest coast. Its
X 2 ruins are still to be scen.
Salamis and Paphos were connected by two roads,

47

one inland to the north, about four days’ journey,
the other easier, and along the south coast, about
three days.

LESSON QUESTIONS

What ruler had been persccuting the church ?
How was this persecution brought to an end ?

1-3 Why was it natural that a mission to the
Gentiles should be commenced by the church at
Antioch ? Who were the ** teachers *.? Who the
* prophets” 2 Which Herod is referred to in v 17
Through whom did the Holy Spirit speak ? What
did He sny ? In what manner were the missionaries
set apart for their work ?

4-7 Who was in partnership with the church in
sending forth Barnabas and Saul? Where are
Christians said to be ** workers together  with God ?
(2 Cor. 6: 1.) Whither did the missionaries from
Antioch go? To whom did they first preach ?
What convert did they afterwards win ?

8-12 By whom were they opposed ? What did
Elymas fear ? By what name does Luke here begin
to call Saul ? Why does he do so ? What made
Paul sure that his words to Elymas were from God ?
What punishment did he call down upon Elymas ?
Whose lead did he follow ? What end had he in
view ? What effect had the miracle on the pro-
consul ? How was he impressed by the teachng
about Jesus ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. The whole world, the church’s field.
2. The qualifications of a foreign missionary.

A LESSON FOR LIFE

We may bring the mind of Sergius Paulus to the
hearing of the gospel message,—a fair, open, honest
mind, eager to know what God says to us and ready
todo Hiswill. Or we may bring the mind of Flymas,
—a mind opposed to the gospel, becauso it interferes
with our plang for gain or advancement. OQur
salvation haags on which of these two minds is in us.

Prove from Scripture—That sin i3 t0 be rebuked

Shorter Catechism—~Ques. 15. What was the sin
wherchy our first parents fell from the estate wherein
they were created? A. The sin whereby our first
parents fell from the estate wherein they were created,
was their eating the forbidden fruit.

The Question on Missions—5. Are all kinds of
people allowed to come in 2 Our law will not allow
idiots or insane persons, paupers, persons with loath-
some or dengerous diseases, or ¢onvicts, to come into
our country.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. How was the church at Antioch ied to send forth Barnabas and Saul as missionaries ?. . .
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Lesson VL

*PAUL'S FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY

May 9, 1009

—ANTIOCH IN PISIDIA
BETWEEN THE LESSONS—The Lesson follows close upon that for last Sabbath,
GOLDEN TEXT—The word of the Lord was published throughout all the region.—Acts 13: 49.

Memorize vs. 38,39. THE LESSON PASSAGE~—Acts 13: 13-16,38-49. Study Acts 13 : 13-52,

13 Now !when Paul and his company 2loosed
from Pa’phos, 3 they came to Per’ga in Pamphy-lia :
and Jobn 4 departing from them Sreturned to Jeru’-

m.
sa!1e4 But ¢ when they departed from Per’ga, they
came to An'tioch 7in Pisid‘ia, and 8 went into the
synagogue on the sabbath day, and sat down.

15 And after the reading of the law and the pro-
phets the_rulers of the synagogue sent unto them,
saying, ° Ye men and brethren, if ye have any word
of exhortation for the people, say on. R )

16 10 Then Paul stood up, and beckoning with his
hand said, Men of Is’rael, and ye that fear God, 12give
audience.

38 Be it known unto you therefore, !3 men and
brethren. that through this man is ' preached unto
you Bthe forgiveness of sins: .

39 And by him 16 all that believe are justified from
all things, from which ye could not be justified by the
law of %slo’ses.

40 Beware therefore, lest that come upon you,
which is spoken of in the prophets

41 Behold, ye despisers, a 1
for I work a work in your days, a work which ye shall
in no wise believe, 17 though a man declare it unto vou.

42 And 18when the Jews were gone out of the

wonder, and perish : ©

synagogue, the Gen’tiles Lesought that these words
might be 1% preached to them the next sabbath,

43 Now when the ® congregation was broken up,
many of the Jews and 2 religious proslytes followed
Paul'and Bar‘nabas ; who, speaking to them, Z per-
suaded them to continue in the grace of God.

44 And the next sabbath 2day camc almost the
whole city together to hear the word of God.

But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they
were filled with 2envy, and ®spake against _those
things which were spoken by Paul, 2 contradicting
and blns{shemmg.

46 U Then Paul and Bar’nabas 77 waxed bold, and
said, It was necessary that the word of God should
first 2 have been spoken to you : 2°but seeing ye
?ut it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of
0 everlasting life, lo, we turn to the:Gen‘tiles.

47 For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, T
have set thee 3! to be a hght of the Gen‘tiles, that
tho& shouldest be for salvation unto the ®ends of the
earth.

48 And ¥ when the Gen‘tilesheard this, they were
glad, and glorified the word of 3 the Lord : and as
many as were ordained to eternal life believed.

49 And the word of the Lord was 3 published
throughout all the region.,

Revised Version—'0mit when; 2set sail; 3and came: $departed; 5and; ©they, Basging through

from Perga. came; ?of ; 8they ; Omit yemenand ; 10 And Paul; 1 the ; 2hearken; 13

mit men and ;

3 proclaimed ; 15 remission of sins ; 1% every one that believeth is ; 17if one declare ; 18 as they went out, they
besought ; 1?spoken ; 29synagogue broke up: 2 of the devout proselytes; Zurged ; 23 almost the whole
city was gathered ; 24 jealousy ; 2 contradicted the things; 0 and blasphemed ; 2 spake out boldly 3 *be
spoken ; 29 Seeing ye thrust it ; D gternal ; ¥ for alight ; ® uttermost part ; 3as; 3t God ; ¥spread sbroad.

Daily Beadings—(Courtesy, LB.R.A.) -M.—At Antioch in Pisidia, Acts 13: 13-25. T.—At Aatioch
in Pisidia, Acts 13 : 26-41. W.—At Antioch in Pisidia, Acts 13 : 42-52. Th.—Jesusin thesynagogue, Luke 4 :
14-30. F.—Refusing to hear, Ezck. 3: 4-11. S.—Hardness of heart, Zech. 7: 8-14. 8.—Ambassadors,

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

2 Cor. 5: 11-2L

I. A MissioNary's Or-
PORTUNITY.—18, 14. Paul
and his company. Faul
has now become the chief
person in the missionary party.
Loosed ; put out tosea. ToO
Perga in Pamphylia. Pam-
phylia was a district oceupy-
ing the middle of the southern
seaboard of Asia Minor, and
Perga was its capital. To
Antioch in Pisidia, Sec
Geography Iesson. Went
into the synagogue. Paul 5
followed his rule in preaching, }. &
—* to the Jew first”’, Rom. 1:
16 (compare v. 5, Jast Lesson).

15, 16. Atter the read-

Perhaps, before this, they had
become known as teachers
throughout the city. Any
word of exhortation. The
usual purpose of an address
on such an occasion was to
urge the people to keep the
law more strictly. Men ot
Israel ; Jews born. Ye that
fear God ; Gentiles, who wor-
shipediin the Jewish syna-
gogue, but had not fully ac-
cepted the Jewish faith,

Vs, 17-41 contain Paul’s
sermon.

II. AMISSIONARY'S
MEeSsAGE.—38-41. There-
fore. . through this man ;

ing of the law ; the Pent-
ateuch or Five Books of Moses.

ANTIOCH IN PISIDIA

that is, Jesus, who had died
and had risen again (see verses

And the prophets ; includ-

ing, besides the books now called prophetical, Josh-
ua, Judges, 1 and 2 Samuel, and 1 and 2 Kings.
The rulers of the synagogue ; in whosc hands
was the authority to call up readers of the lessons
and preachers at each service. Sent unto them,

preceding). Xs preached. .
the forglveness of sins; literally the putting or
sending away of sins, Ps. 103 : 12, By him. Jesus
is tho sole Author of pardon and sulvation. All
that believe, Comparech. 16: 31; Rom. 10: 9.
Are justified ; Paul’s great word, Rom. 4: 25; 5: 1.

*This Lesson has been selected by the Sunday School Editorial Association and the Young People’s Mis~
Lesson.

:jonary Movement, as a 8 missiopary




RS boc oo g |

g ——-

_Paul’s First Missionary Journey—Antjoch in Pisidia 49

It means to be regarded as righteous in God’s sight.
From all things ; that is, all sins, OCould not be
justified by the 1aw ; becauso the law requires
perfect obedience, and every one falls short, Rom.
3: 23. Beware therefore ; since you, in common
with all men, have broken God s holy law and are
under his sentenice. Lest that come upon you,
etc. V. 41 quotes from Hab. 1: 5, a picture of
the doom of unpardoned sinners.

III. A MisSIONARY’S SUCCESS.—42-44. As
they went out (Rev. Ver.); that is, Paul and Bar-
nabas. They hesought (Rev. Ver.); the congrega-
tion besought. These words. . preached . . next
sabbath. They were eager to heur Paul's message
further. Many .. Jews , . devout proselytes
(Rev. Ver.). Theso * proselytes ” were Gentiles whe
had become Jews out and out. Followed Paul and
Barnabas ; in quest of further instruction. Con-
tinue in the grace of God; persevere in their
purpose to know the gospel, the revelation of God's
“grace”’ or favor, and, better still, obey it.

45-49, V. 45 pictures the violent opposition of the
Jews to Paul and Barnabas. Word of God . . first
..to you. The apostles offered the gospel first to
the Jews (compare ch. 3: 26). Put it from you. .
judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life,
The Jews had: reccived the gospel first, that they
might spread it throughout the world. By rejecting
this honor, they had merited their own rejection at
God's bands. We turn to the Gentlles, God’s work
must go on, however we refuse to take our part in i
So hath the Lord commanded. Paul quotes Isa.
49 : 6 as showing God's purpose for the salvation of
the Gentiles (compare Rom. 9:25; 10:12). Or-
dained; by God’s choice. Belleved; their own choice.

Driven out of Antioch, Paul and Barnabas go to
Iconium, vs. 50-52.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

ANTI0CH IN P181D1A was
P"_ on! il“',“ . a city in the Roman pro-
B g™ vinee of Galatia, which oo-
cupied the central portion
of Asia Minor, Pisidia be-
ing one of the districts in-
cluded in it. Antioch be-
came the seat of govern-
ment for the southern half
of the province. It was
situated on the skirts of
3 long ridge called Sultan-
Dagh, about 3,600 fect
above sea Ievel and over-
looking a large and fertile
plain. The ruins show that

the city was of great extent. It was an important
military centre for maintaining Roman authority
amongst the unruly mountaineers of the region
round about.

LESSON QUESTIONS

13-16  Whither did Paul and his company sail
from Paphos? To what place did they go from
Perga ? To whom was it Paul's rule to preach the
gospel first ¢ Who asked Paul and Barnabas to
speak ? Which responded ? What two classes
were there amongst the worshipers ?

38-41 What is it to be justified ? How are we
Justified 7 Why can we not be justified by the law ?
Where did Paul find o picture of the doom of un-
pardoned sinners ?

42-44 What request was made of Paul and Barna-
bas? By whom? Who followed the two mis-
sionaries 2 What did these urge their hearers to do ?
Who gathered to hear them on the second Sabbath ?

45-49 How did the Jews treat Paul and Barnabas ?
Of what was this a proof ? How did the Gentiles
receive the gospel message ? '

How were the missionaries driven from Antioch ?
Whither did they go ?

FOB DISCUSSION
1, “If o man is not a missionary Christian, he will
be 2 missing Christian.”
2. Opposition and opportunity.

A LESSON FOR LIFE

In 1835 all Christian missionaries were driven from
Madagascar, and wore not permitted to return for
twenty-five years. Meanwhile the native Christians
sufered the ficrcest persecution. Many of them
were lowered by ropes over the ** Rock of Hurling ”’,
150 feet high, and when they refused to give up pray-
ing, the rope was cut, and they were dashed to pieces.
Jut when the missionaries were pormitted at last to
return to the island, they found four times as many
native Christians as when they were driven out.

Prove from Scripture — That sin s forgiven
through Christ.

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 16. Did all mankind
fal! in Adam’s first transgression # A, The covenant
being made with Adam, not only for himself, but for
his posterity ; all mankind, descending from him
by ordinary generation, sinned in him, and fell with
him, in his first transgression.

The Question on Misslons-—6, What advantages
do we get frcm the newcomers ? The people who
come to our country bring money, personal effects,
ability to work, and, in many cases, bigh moral
charaoter.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS
1. Show that God intends the gospel to be preached to all nations.........covveiviiiiiiiiinnt,

. o —
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50 Paul’s First Missionary Journey—Iconium and Lystra

Lesgon VIIL

PAUL’S FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY

May 16, 1909

—ICONIUM -AND LYSTRA
BETWEEN THE LESSONS—There is no break between Lessons VI, and VII.
GOLDEN TEXT—AIl the gods of the nations are idols: but the Lord made the heavens,—Psalm 96 : s.
Memorize vs. 21,22. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Acts 14 : 8-22. Study Acts 14 : 1-28,

. 8 And!theresatacertain man at Lys‘tra, impotent
in his feet, 2being a cripple from his mother’s womb,
who never had walked :

9 The same heard Paul 3speak: who stedfastly
beholding him, and 4 perceiving that he had faith to

e 5 healed, | . X

10 Said_with a loud voice, Stand upright on thy
feet. And he leaped *and walked.

11 And when the ? people saw what Paul had done
they lifted up their 8voices, saying in the speech o
Lycao’nia, The gods are come down to us in the like-
ness of men, .

12 And they called Bar’nabas, Ju’piter ; and Paul,
® Mercu‘rius, because he was the chief speaker.

13 19 Then the priest of Ju’piter, ' which was
before 12 their city, brought oxen and garlands unto
;he grites, and would have done sacrifice with the

people.

14 13 [Which when the apostles, Bar’nabas and Paul,
heard M of, they rent their 15 clothes, and ¢ran in
among the 17 people, crying out,

15 And snylnﬁ.. Sirs, why do ye these things ? We
also are men of like passions with you, and 18 preach
unto you that ye should turn from these !9 vanities

unto the living God, 20 which made heaven, and earth,
and the sea, and all 2 things that are therein ,

Who in Ztimes past suffered all !2nations to
walk in their own wn?'s. . 5

17 B Nevertheless hie left not himself without wit-
uess, in that he did good. and gave 24 us rain from
heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling ®our hearts
with food and gladness. .

18 And with thesc sayings scarce restrained they the
28 people, that they had not done sacrifice unto them,

190 ¥ And there came 28 thither certatn Jews from
An‘tioch and Ico’nium, 20 who persuaded the people,
and, having stoned Paul, 30drew Aim out of the aity,
stipposing 3! he had been dead.

.20 32 Howbeit, as the disciples stood round about
him, he rose up, and 3 came into the city : and 3 the
next day he departed with Bar‘nabas to Der'be.

.21 And when they had preached the gospel to that
city, and had 3 taught many, the;w returned 3% again
to Lys‘tra, and {0 Ico’nium, and 37 An’tioch,

22 Confirming the souls of the disciples, ®and
exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that
3% we must_through much tribulation enter into the
kingdom of God.

BRevised Version—!at Lystra there sat a certain man; 20Omil being ; 3speaking : who, fastening lus
eyes upon him ; Yseecing ; Smade whole ; Sup: 7multitudes; 8voice; 9 Mercury: 19And the; ! whose
temple was ; }2the ; BBut; Hofit; ¥ garments; sprang forth ; 17 multitude ; 15 bring you good tidings ;

a

19 vain things ; 20 who made the heaven and the earth ; 2! that in them is ; Zthe generations gone by ; 2 And
yet he ; 28 Youfrom heaven rains ; 2 your ; 2 multitudes from doing ; 27 But ; 28 Jews thither ; 29and having
rsuaded the multitudes, they : %and dragged ; 3 that he was dead ; 32 Butas; ¥entered ; 3 on the morrow

e went forth ; ¥ made many disciples ; 3 0Omil again; 3 to; 380mit and ; 39 through many tribulations

we must.

Daily Readings—(Courtesy, I.LB.R.A.)—M.—A¢ Iconium and Lystra, Acts 14:1-10. T.—At Iconium
and Lystra, Acts 14: 11-28. 'W.—Persecution endured, 2 Tim. 3 : 10-17. Th.—Hindered by unbelief, Mk,
6:1-8. F.—The one God, 1Cor. 8: 1-6, S.—Patient endurance, 2 Cor. 6: 1-10. S.—Eternal glory, 2

Cor. 4: 5-18.

InJTconium
Paul and Barna-
bas preached in
the synagogue
with great suc-
cess, which, how-
ever, roused the
opposition of the
unbelievingJews.
Atlast a plot was
made to stone
the wissionaries,
who, learning of
this, fled to the
district of Lyca-
JYOPITER ARD MERCURY: From opnia (*“ Wolf

an ancient altar Land’)and came

to the towns of

Lystra, cighteen miles south of Iconium, and Derbe,

to the east of Lystra. In these towns they preached
the gospel, vs. 1-7.

I. HeaLmg A Lame Man.—8. Theresata
certain man at Lystra; perhaps in the market
place or some other public spot, whitoer he had been
carried by his friends to beg (compare ch. 3: 2).
Impotent (helpless) in his feet; a physician’s
description, such as Luke often gives. A cripple;
ever since he was born. Never had walked. It
was as if he had been fast bound by chains and fetters.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

9, 10, Heard Paul speak ; ' used to listen to
Paul as he spoke ””. The Greek means that he had
heard the apostle several times. Stedfastly be-
bholding him ; attracted by the man’s need, and by
the eager expectation shiningin his face, Percelv-
ing..faith to be healed. The man had felt i
his soul the divine power in Paul's words, and was
led to believe that this power could heal his body.
Said with a loud voice ; like that of a commander
sure of obedience to his orders. Stand..on thy
teet. The helpless part is named, to give the man
confidence that he is to he made entirely whole.
Leaped ; showing his faith by a sudden spring
‘Walked. The cure was completc and permanent

II. Rerusing Honmage.— 11-13, People. ,
in the speech of Lycaonia. Paul had been speak-
ing in Greek, which his hearers, of course, understood-
but these, in their excitement, went back to their
native tongue.” Gods. . in the likeness of men,.
called Barnabas, Jupiter ; and Paul, Mercurius.
The Lycaonians were ready to believe that two of the
gods worshiped by the Greeks had appeared, because
there was a legend amongst them that Jupiter, the
chief of these goda (his name was given to Barnabas
because of his dignified appearance), and Mercury
(** Mercurius ”’), his attendan?, had once come in
human form to the home of Bauciz and Philemon,
natives of that country. The chief speaker.
Mercury, the attendant of Jupiter, was the god of

. »
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oloquence. Priest of Jupiter. . before their city ;
the local title of Jupiter, given because his temple
wag at the entrance to the city, Oxen ; for * sacri-
fice”. Gariands; made of wool, with leaves and
flowers interwoven, to adorn the victim, the altar,
the priests and the attendants at a heathen sacrifice.
Unto the gates ; cither of the city, or of the temple
of Jupiter, or of the house in which the missionaries
were lodger’.

14.18, Apostles,..rent their clothes; in
token of their abhorrence. Men 0f 11ke passions ;
of the same nature, and not gods, as the people
wrongly supposed. Turn from these vanities;
these falso gods. Unto the living God; whom
the preachers go on to declare to be the Creator and
Preserver of all.  Thus, though with difficulty, they
kept the people from offering sacrifices to them.

11I. SUFFERING PERSECUTION.—19-22. These
verses tell how Jews from Antioch and Iconium,
in alliance with the Gentile population of Lystra,
stoned Paul, until he was left for dead outside the
town walls (see 2 Cor. 11 25). After his recovery,
probably by s miracle, he went with Barnabas to
Derbe, from which place they returned to Lystra,
Iconium and Antloch, bringing encouragement
and instruction to the disciples in these places.

Having ordained elders in the newly founded
churches, Paul and Barnabas returned to Antioch in
Syna, the starting point of Paul's First Missionary
Journey. They gave the church at Antioch an
account of their work and success, and remained
amongst the disciples in that city for a considerable
time, vs, 23-28,

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

Tcontun js an ancient
city near the borders of
Lycaonia and Phrygia,
Tt still retains its ancient
name in theformof Konia,
and is at present the ter-
minus of a railway that
extends southward from
the straits of Bosphorus
between Asic Minor and
Europe. The location of
the city, amidst luxuriant
orchards watered by a
stream flowing from the
hilly region to the west,
has always made it the

most important centre in the district. LysTra was
about 18 iniles southeast of Iconium, in a vale about
2 mile wide, through which a stream flows eastward
between gentle hills.

LESSON QUESTIONS

With what success did Paul and Barnabas meet in
Teconium ?  Why did they leave 7 Whither did they
then go ?

8-10 Describe the lame man whom they met. By
what was Paul attracted to him ?  What is said of
the man’s faith? What did Paul say to him?
With what result ? To whom did Jesus say, * Thy
faith hath saved thee?’’ (Luke 7: 50.) Where
could He not do many mighty works because of
unbelief ? (Matt. 13: 54, 58.)

11-18 Who did the people think Paul and Barna-
bas were ? What did they wish to do? How was
this prevented ?

19-22 What enemies of Paul and Barnabas came
to Lystra ? What was done to Paul ? Whither did
the missionaries go, when he had recovered ?

What officers did they ordain in the newly founded
churches ? To what place did they then return ?
Of what did they give an account to the church
there ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. The folly of idol worship.
2. What nature teaches about God.

A LESSON FOR LIFE

The Roman * tribulum " or threshing sledge was
an ugly looking instrument,—a wooden platform
with sharp flint or iron teeth on the under side. But
it brought the precious golden grain out of the worth-
less chaff. Suffering is often hard to endure, but
out of it God can bring the strong, beautiful charac-
ter, free from unlovely faults.

Prove from Scripture—That God made all things.

Shorter Catechism—~Ques. 17. Inlo what estate
did the fall bring mankind? A. The fall brought
mankind into an estate of sin and misery.

The Question on Missions—7. What dangers
do they bring to us? In spite of our laws, some
among those who come to us are ignorant, ¢riminal,
insane, diseased, paupers, while many have very low
ideals of life. So many kinds of people are coming,
that the greatest danger is that®ve may not be able
to make good citizens of them.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. What miracle did Paul work at Lystra ?
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52 The Council at Jerusalem

Lesson VIIL THE COUNCIL AT JERUSALEM May 23, 1908

BETWEEN THE LESSONS— To-day’s Lesson follows immediately upon the Lesson for last Sabbath,

GOLDEN TEXT—We believe that through the Xr;zce of the Lord Jesus we shall be saved, even as they.—
cts 153 XI.

Memorize vs. 28,29. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Acts 15: 1-5,22-29. Study Acts15: 1-35,

1 And certain men! which came down from Judm’a  namely, Ju'das ?surnamed Bar'sabas, and Silas,
2 taught the brethren, 3and said, Except ye be cir-  chief men among the brethren :
cumecised after the 4 manner of Mo’ses, ye cannot be 23 And they wrote 20letlerea by them after this
saved. manper ; The apostles and 2 elders and brethren
2 $When thercfore Paul and Bar’nabas had no gend greeting unto the brethren which are of the
small dissension and 0 disputation with them, 7they  Gen‘tiles in An’tioch and Syr‘ia and Cilic‘ia® ;

determined that Paul and Bar’nabas, and certain 24 Forasmuch as we have heard, that certain which
other of them, should go up to Jeru’salem unto the  went out from us have troubled you with words,
apostles and elders about this question. subverting your souls, #saying, Ye must be circum-

3 8 And being brought on their way by the church, cised, and keep the law : to whom we gave no  such

9they passed through 10 Pheni‘ce and Samar‘ia, commandment : . "
declaring the conversion of the Gentiles: and they 25 It seemed good unto us, # being assembled with

caused great joy.unto all the brethren one accord, to seud chosen men unto you with our

beloved Bar'nabas and Paul
4 And when they were come to Jeru‘salem, they Y g irli
were received of the church, and M of the apostles of}',6,,,.hlleo’:.(ﬁl?;/;“,s"&?ﬁ;grded their lives for the name

and 2 elders, and they 13 declared all things that God 27 We have sent therefore Ju‘das and Si‘las, who

had done with them. 26 ghall also tell the same thin, 27 h.
5 But there rose up certain of the sect of the Phar’- 28 For it 33031%3 go()dato the ol';ych{,‘;‘:,“ ;nd to

isees M which belicved, saying, ¢ That it was ncedful  us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these
to circumcise them, and to 16 command them to keep uecgssmyythir;),ogs ;y €

the law of Mo'ses, 3 29 That ye abstain from 28 meats offered to idols,

.22 Then Y pleased it the apostles and ?elders, and from blood, and from things strangled, and from
with the whole church, to 18send chosen men of their  fornication : from which if ye keep yourselves, ® ye
own company to An‘tioch with Paul and Bar‘nabas ; shall do well, Fare ye woll.

Revised Version—! Omit which ; 2and ; 3saying; ¢custom ; 5 And when Paul ; ¢ questioning; 7the
brethren appointed that ; 8 They therefore ; ® Omit they ; !¢ both Pimzniqia ;s B Omitof ; 12the ; Brehearsed,
Who ; 9 1tis ; 16 charge ; 17it seemed good to ; 13 choose men out of their company, and send them ; 19 called
Barsabbas ; 20thus by them ; 2 the elder brethren unto; greeting ; 23 Omu nine words; ' Omit such ,
2 having come to one accord, to choose out men and send them ; 2 themselves also shall tell ; ¥ word of ,
28 things sacrificed to ; 29it shall be well with you.

Daily Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—The council at Jerusalem, Acts 15: 1-11. '~—The
council at Jerusalem, Acts 15: 12-21. W.—The council at Jerusalem, Acts 15 : 22-35. Th.—Hinderers,
Matt, 23 : 1-13. F.—Paul’s reference, Gal. 2: 1-10. S.—Liberty in Christ, Gal. 5: 1-14. S.—A new

creature, Gal. 6: 7-18.
. THE LESSON EXPLAINED

1. Tee DispuTE.—1. | get the judgment upon it of
Certain men..from Ju. // & the * apostles and elders .
dsea ; who professed, with- J N Brought on their way;
out any right, to speak for ’v"l’ accompanied for a short way
the heads of the church at I};;j X on their journey, & common
Jerusalem. Taught the ‘ § D Eastern custom (compare

N i
brethren ; at Antioch, | ATERIE TR G U S | hs. 20 . 38, 21. 16). Passed
amongst v;hom were many \\}U‘x&th‘&}‘”“if?f) } N‘M :hiough Phenice and
Gentiles (see ch. 11: 20). -
E;Z;pe:yasbeclrcumclsed; / \;’L-Unl)-' i’«f (-(“ ¥ l’jf"’

Samaria; traveling, pro-
3 i bably, first southward along
that is, become Jewish prose-~ " PN J\&) Siawg B
lytes. After the manner “"’)sU LJ“,:),’) UL/ i
"

the const, and then striking
PR SR Yoo across the Plain of Esdraelon
02 Moses ; according to the R Y Y frsnon Jem e
law given by Moses. Ye "‘“‘“1"""- E“S,bf)“’ H L'}if /Wj y
: § R
vx}(:e{fi\i‘f)yw (.:)»@&{rn. A
W )

into Samaria. Declaring
cannot be saved? Paul

l' the conversion of the
Gentiles. Paul and Barna-

and Barnabas had just been

telling how many Gentiles

I bas would repeat again and
had been saved simply

, again the story of their
/ great missionary journey.
through trusting in Jesus / Great joy unto all the
Christ (sce ch. 13: 46-48). 2 brethren; because the
II. Tee DEpuTATION. TURKISH FIRMAN OR LETTER gospel invitation was shown
—2, 8. No small dis- to be wide enough to include
sension and disputation ; earncst and frequent people of every race, was, indeed, for the world.
debate. They determined; that is, the * bre- 4, 6. Come to Jerusalem ; after a journey south-
thren ” of v. 1. Paul and Barnabas ; the leaders  ward through Phoenicia and Samaria. Recelved of
in the discussion with the newcomers. Certain the church; at a meeting called to welecome them.
other of them. Amongst these was Titus (Gal. 2: Declared all things, ete.; related how God had
1, 3), himself & Gentile convert, and therefore decply  saved Geatiles through the preaching of the gospel.
interested in the scttlement of the question in“dispute.  Certain. . Pharisees which believed. The Phari-
Go up to Jerusalem .. 2bous this question ; to  seces were noted for the stress they laid on the strict
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keeping of the law given by Moses. Some of these,
who hiad become Christians, now protested against
Gentiles being received as Christians, unless thoy
observed the law .0f Moses,

Patl had a private interview with the three great
leaders of the church, Peter, James the brother of
Jesus, and John (Gal, 2: 9), and gained them over
to his side. Shortly after, the great mecting of the
apostles and elders and representatives of the whole
church at Jerusalem was held to settle the dispute.
‘This gathering is known as The Couneil at Jerusalem,

I1I. THE DEecision.— 22-24. Letters ; that
1, a formal document, sent to Antioch, by two of
their ** chief ”’ men, Judas and Silas, Greeting..
brethren . .of the Gentiles; a recognition of
Uentile converts as on the same footing as those won
from amongst the Jews. Certain..from us..
troubled you..subverting your souls. The
Greek word for ** subverting ”” was used of breaking
a treaty. The false teachers would have destroyed
the covenant between God and the Gentile Christians,
who had-accepted His offer of salvation. No such
commandment. They had no authosity for their
teaching.

26-29. To the Holy Ghost, and to us (v. 28).
The Council had been guided by the Holy Spirit.
These necessary things ; for the sake of peace.
\. 238 mentions some requirements from the law of
Moses, which the Gentiles should observe. To these
it adds a prohibition of impurity, binding on all at all
times,

The two messengers of the Councii (v. 22) went
with Paul and Barnabas to Antioch, Silas remained
there with them,

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

Returning from his first
missionary journey, Paul,
with his companion Barn-
abas, left ANTIoCH v P1s1-
DIA, about 3,600 feetabove
the level of the sea, and
descended about 100 miles
to Perea in Pamphylia.
The missionaries had made
no stay in Perga on their
way to Antioch, but now
they preached there, thence
nigking their way 12 miles
southwest to ATTALIA, an
important scaport on the
coast of Pamphylia. A
sea voyage dlong the coast line would bring them
back to theit-~starting point, ANTIOCH IN SYRIA.

The deputation from Antioch to the Council at Jeru-
salem traveled overland through Pheenicia and
Samaria.

LESSON QUESTIONS

1‘Q=\Vho came to the church at Antioch ? For
whom did they profess to speak ? What did they
say Gentiles must do in order to be saved ? What
Gentile had Peter previously received into the
church ? (Acts 10: 45-48.) 1Where does: Paul
declare that we are ** justified by faith without the
deeds of the law 7’ (Rom. 3: 28))

2, 3 Whom did the church at Antioch send to
Jerusalem about the question in dispute ? Whose
judgment were they to seek upon it ? About what
did they tell in the churches by the way ? How was
the news received by these ?

4, 6 Who received them in Jerusalem ? What
did they relate to the church there ¢ What great
gathering was held to discuss the question in dispute ?

22-29 In what did the Council record its decision ?
By whom were the letters sent to Antioch 2 Who
had guided the Council in its decision ? What did it
require of the Gentile Christians ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Christian liberty : when it should be claimed
and when yielded.

2. Saved not by good works, but to good works.

A LESSON FOR LIFE

Sometimes a slave has worked for his freedom
during many long snd weary years. At last he has
earned enough money to purchase his liberty. But
he has still to work out his freedom, using it to make
a home for himself and a place in the world. We
have not to work for our salvation ; it is a free gift.
But we must work it out, striving daily to become
more like Jesus Christ, until at last we shall per-
fectly reflect His image.

Prove from Scripture— That salvation is free.

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 18. Wherein consists
the sinfulness of that estale whereinto man fell # A.
The sirfulness of that estate whereinto man fell, con -
siste in the guilt of Adam's first sin, the want of origi-
nal righteousness, and the corruptién of his whole
nature, which is commonly called Original Sin; to-
gether with all actual transgresstons which proceed
from it. .

The Question on Missions—8. What is our Gov-
ernment doing for the newcomers ¢ The Government
has officers and interpreters to give information to the
immigrants ; halls in which to shelter them when
they arrive'; ‘hospi’2ls where their sick are treated ;
homesteads for those who desire such ; and laws
through which all may receive justice.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS i

1. What, dispute arose in the churéh at Antioch ?..... e e tat et te e e ettt e e
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54 Believing and Doing

Lesson IX.

BELIEVING AND- DOING

May 30, 1909

LESSON SETTING—The Epistle of James is called a Ganeral or Catholic (the word means universal,
embracing all) Epistle, becauso it was not addressed, like the Epistles of Paul, to a particular church or indi-
vidual, but to a more general body of readers. It was written, probably, between A.D, 40 and AD. 50 to
Jewish Christiane of the Dispersion, that is, the Jewish communities scattered throughout the world, James
was the brother of Jesus, The last Lesson (Acts 15: 1-5, 22-20) showed that Jews and Gentiles alike are
saved through simple faithin Christ ; to-day's Leason teaches that true faith will manifest itself in good works.

GOLDEN TEXT—Faith without works is dead.—~James 23 20,

Memorize v. 26.

14 What doth 4t profit, my brethren,} though a man
say he hath faith, 2and have not works ? can 3faith
save him ?

15 If a brother or sister be naked, and 4 destitute
of daily food,

16 And oneof yousay unto them ,*Depart in peace,
be ye warmed and filled ; © notwithstanding ye give
them not 7 thuse things which are needful to the body,
what doth it profit ?

17 Even so faith, if it ® hath not works, is dead,
? being alone.

18 Yea, a man *may say, Thou hast faith, and I
have works : shew me thy faith ! without thy works,
and I 12 will shew thee my faith by my works.

19 Thou believest that 12 there is one God ; thou
doest well : the devils also believe, and  tremble,

THE LESSON PASSAGE—James 2 : 14-26.

20 But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith
U without works is 16 dead ? ) .

21 Was not A’braham our father justified by works,
18 when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar ?

22 17 Seest thou how faith wrought with his works,
and by works was faith made perfect ? X

23 And the scripture was fulfilled which saith,
8 A‘braham believed God, and it was 1?imputed
unto him for righteousness: and he was called the
Friend of God. .
. 24 Ye see 20then how that by works a man is
justified, and not % by faith only.

25 2Likewise also wans not Ra‘hab the harlot
justified by works, Zwhen she had received the
messengers, and 2 had sent them out another way ?

26 For a3 the body ! without the spirit is dead,
30 faith without works is dead also.

Revised Version—!if ; Zbut ; 3that; $inlackof ; *Go in peace ; ®and yet Ke 3 Tthe things needful ;

8have ; %in itself ; 1° willsay ; 1! apart from ; 2by my works will shew thee my fait|

13God isone ; Mshud-

der; ¥barren; 1%in that he offered up; 17 Thou seest that; 8And ; ?reckoned ; 200mit then how,
2 only by faith ; 22 And in like manner was not also ? 23in that she received ; 2 Omit had ; Seven so faith

apart from works is dead.

Daily Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—Believing and doing, James 2 ; 14-26, T.—Hearing and
doing, James 1: 16-27. W.—Known by fruit, Matt. 7 : 15-29. Th.—Faith and works, Tit. 3: 18, F.—
Growing in grace, 2 Pet. 1: 1-11. S.—Faith and love, 1 John 3: 13-24. 8.—The believer’s life, Col. 3 : 1-15

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

1. WorkLESSIFAITH.
—14. What doth it pro-
it ? ** What kind of use
is it?” James had been
speaking to those who pro-
fessed to bave faith in
Christ, and yet cringed to
the rich, while they despised
the poor (see vs. 1-3). Such
faith is useless and worth~
lesss. My brethren.
Though the apostle has to
point out his readers’ faults
and mistakes, he does this
in love. Man say he
hath faith ; that is, he
believes in Christ, but his
word is the only evidence
of this : the faith that he
has does nothing. Have
not works. His faith
does not show itself in
deeds, which are to faith
what the fruit is to the tree.
JAMES THE LORD'S | Gan faith save him?

BROTHER No, ot such faith. The
faith that saves (Eph. 2:
8), Paul says, ** worketh by love  (Gal. 5: 6); it
is, says Luther, “a lively, busy, active thing, so
that it is impossible for it not to be ceasclessly
working good”.

15-17. Brother or sister; fellow Christian,

whom a true believer would be specially bound to
help, Gal. 6: 10, Naked ; poorly clad, **in rags "'
Destitute of daily food ; in danger of starving.
Say ..Depart in peace (the customary friendly
wish at parting),..warmed and filled. Such
words count for less than nothing, unless they are
accompanied by deeds that help. Give,.mot..
things. .needful. True religion must be practical.
Faith, .. hath not works, . .dead,. . alone.
Faith that does nothing in the way of helping the
needy, or in other ways, is no better than a statue
or a corpse.

18, 19. A man may say ; any man of common
sense and with the smallest understanding of true
religion. Thou hast faith; without works,—
suppose this to be postible. I have works;
springing out of faith as their root. 8hew me,etc.;
an impossible thing to do, for it is only by one'’s
conduct that others can see that his faith is genuine.
I will shew,etc. Faith in this case will be proved
real byits fruits, Bellevest that God i8 one (Rev.
Ver.). The Shema, which every pious Jew repeated
morning and evening, began (Deut. 6 : 4), ** Hear,

O Israel : The Lord our God is one Lord . The

Jews claimed religious superiority to other nations
because they held this belief in one God. The devils;
ovil supernatural beings, under the rule of the Prince
of Darkness. Belleve ; that there is one God.
Tremble. Their belief does not lead to their giving
up fighting against God, and thorefore they live in
terror of His wrath,

11. WorgmNG Faite—20, 21. Vain msan;
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“ompty *’ man, empty alike of sound scnse and of
true religion. Abraham our father ; in descent
from whom every Jow glaried, Justified; reckoned
to be religious in God’s sight. BY works; Paul
teaches (Gal. 3: 6) that Abraham was justified by
faith, But by * faith” Paul means faith that
results in good works, and by ** works '’ James means
geod works that spring out of faith, The two writers
agree, only they present different sides of the same
truth, Offered up Isaac (Rev. Ver.). Read the
story in Gen. 22 : 1-13,

23, 23, Faith wrought with his works ; show-
ing itself in active, practical obedience. By works
.. made perfect, Faith is here likened to a seed
growing up and coming to maturity by the doing of
God’s will. Soripture was fulfilled. Sce Gen. 15:
6. Abraham believed God; with the Jiving,
working faith just described. Imputed . . forright-
eousness ; counted as righteousness, entitling him
to God's favor. Called the Friend of God;
Abraham’s title amongst the Mohammedans to this
day (sce Tsa, 41 : 8). The example of Rahab is added
to that of Abraham, v. 25,

In v, 26, faith is likened to the body, and works to
the activities which prove the body to be living.
The body without the spirit or soul is dead, as is also
faith without works.

THE GEOCGRAPHY LESSON
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The church had become firmly established in three
main centres, JERUSALEM, the starting point,SAMARIA,
with its population of the Jews’ ancient enemics,
and ANTIOCE IN Syr1a, which looked out over the
Mediterranean, towards the great Roman empire,
which became Paul’s wide mission field. The church
in each of these centres likely held its first meeting in
an upper room of some house, like that in which Jesus
and HisYdisciples gathered on the night before He
died. Little groups of worshipers were then formed,

who met in houses throughout the city. Larger
gatherings made up of these groups were held at some
central place. In the same way the church spread
in other cities, by the forming of one house congrega-
tion after another. These taken together made up
the church of the city.

LESSON QUESTIONS

Why is the Epistle of James called a General or
Catholic Epistle? When was it written, and to
whom ?

14.17 How had some who professed to have faith
in Christ, been acting towards the rich ? How had
they been treating the poor? What does James
teach regarding such faith as that ? What does Paul
say of the faith that saves ? What did Luther say?
How does James describe the wrong way of treating
the needy ? How, the right way ? What is faith
like, that does nothing to relieve need ?

18,19 Why is it impossible to show faith without
works ? On what belief did the Jews pride them-
selves ? What are the devils said to believe ? Why
do they tremble 2

20-26 How does James say that Abraham was
justified 2 What does Paul teach about this?
What sort of ** faith ** had Paul in mind ? What did
James mean by * works ' ? Do the apostles con-
tradict one another ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Faith: what it is, and what it does.

2. How we are justified: Paul’s answer and
James’ ; reconcile the two answers.

A LESSON FOR LIFE

In a house heated by hot water or steam, when
the radiators are warm to the touch, it is proof that
there is fire in the furnace away down in the base-
ment ; when the radiators are cold, one knows that
there is no fire. If in our hearts there is faith in
Christ, the power of that faith will be seen and felt
in right words and deeds, Where these are lacking,
there can be no true faith.

Prove trom Scripture— That faith produces purity.

Shorter Catechism—Review Questions 15-18.

The Question on Missions—9. What is the pub-
lic school doing for the newcomers ? The public
school is teaching the newcomers theEnglish language,
teaching them to look at life from'our standpoint,
and so training them to becomo™ good Canadian
citizens and loyal!British subjects.}

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. What is the only sure proof of faith in Christ ? -
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56 The Power of the Tongue

Lesson X-

THE POWER OF THE TONGUE

June 6, 1909

BETWEEN THE LES80N8~—Like last Lesson (ch. 2 : 14-28), this Lesson is from the Epistle of James.
GOLDEN TEXT—Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue keepeth his soul from troubles.—Proverbs 21: 23.

Memorize vs. 8-10.

1 1 My brethren, be not many masters, knowing
that we shall receive 2the greater condemnation,

2 For in many things we 3offend all. If any 4 man
offend not in word, the same 78 a perfect man, 5and
able 8also to bridle the wh‘ole body.

3 7 Behold, we put bits in the horges’ mouths, that
th?ly may obey us; Sand we turn about their whole
body?®.

y N

4 Behold ?also the ships, which though they 10be
so great, and aredriven ! of fierce winds, yet are they
turned about 12 with a very small 13 helm, whitherso-
evar the governor listeth. .

5 WEven so the tongue is a little member, and
boasteth great things. Behold, 1 how great a matter
a little fire kindleth ! o

6 And the tongue isa fire, 182 world of iniquity :
17 50 is the tongue among our members, that it defileth

THE LESSON PASSAGE—James 3: 1-12.

the whole body, and setteth on fire the 8 course of
nature ; and 1*1t i8 set on fire 12 of hell.

7 For every kind of beasts, 20 and of birds, and of
serpents, and of things in the sea, 1s tamed, and hath
been_tamed !2 of mankind :

8 But the tongue can no man tame ; it an un-
ruly ovil, 2full of deadly poison.

9 Therewith bless we 23 God, even the Father;
and_therewith curse we men, which are made after
the 2 similitude of God.

10 Out of the same mouth 25 proceedeth blessing
:tm% cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so

o be.

il Doth % a fountain send forth 20at the same
27 place sweet water and bitter ?

12 Can Bthe fig tree, my brethren, 2% bear olive
berries ¢ cither a vine, figs 7 so can no fountain both
yield salt water and fresh.

Revised Version—! Be not many teachers, my brethren ; 2 heavier judgment ; 3all stumble ; 4stumbleth
not ; $Omit and ; 8 to bridle the whole body ; 7 Now if we put the horses’ bridles into their mouths ; 8also ;

9 the ships also ; 1%are ; by rough winds, are yet turned

s 12by ; Brudder, whither the impulse of the steers-

man willeth; 14 So the tongue also; 33 how much wood is kindled rléy how small a fire; 16 the; Yamong our mem-
s,

bers is the tongue, w™ ich defileth ; 18 wheel ; 190mit it ; 2 and b,

of creeping things and things in the sea;

2 222§t is ; Bthe lord and F FEARH P .20 -2t ing : 2% 29 yi
oli?c xg}?‘:in e“ﬁ ; 3 ntcithcr rd ond w::.c :3; iddl;l:‘gggs cometh forth ; 2¢9from ; 27 opening ; 282 ; 29 yield
Daily Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—The power of the tongue, James 3: 1-12. T.—Speaking
deceitfully, Jer. 9: 1-8. W.—* Speak the truth 1" Zech. 8: 9-17. Th.—Devising mischief, Ps. 52. F.—
Speaking vanity, Ps. 12. S.—Tongue of the wise, Prov. 10 : 11-22. §.—Keeping the tongue, Ps. 34 : 11-18.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

I. Tue Goob>
ToNgUE.—1. Benot
many teachers (Rev.
Ver.). At the mect
ings of the early church
for worship, any mem-
ber was free to speak
(sce Acts 14: 26).
Many were eager to
jnstruct others, while
they had sore need
themselves of learning.
It is to these that the
apostle'swarningisad-
dressed. My brethren

body. Though the
bit is so small, yet it
controls and guides
the great animal. The
ships also (Rev.Ver.);
which are even harder
than horses to govern,
because they cannot
be trained. Driven
of flerce winds ; ad-
ding their force to the
weight of the ship.
Turned about by a
very small rudder
(Rev. Ver.). Therud-

(this is the order of the
Reov. Ver.). The warn-

AN ANCIENT SHIP: Showing-oars used as rudder

der in an ancient ship
was simply an ozar or

ing is given in love.
Wo.; that is, those ing to be teachers in the
church, Receivebeavier judgement. (Rev. Ver.).
Those who take the position of teachers will receive
a more severe sentence than others, if their teaching
is not true and they do not themselveslive up to-it.
2. In many things we all stumble (Rev. Ver.).
Teachers, as well as others, often fall into error and
sin. But teachers will be judged more strictly than

others. Ifany (teacheror other) stumbleth notin

word (Rev. Ver.). No sins are more common than

sins of the tongue. A perfect man ; one rteficcting,

the likeness of Christ (Eph. 4: 13), whose words
were full of wisdom (Mark 6 : 2) and grace, Luke 4 :
22, Able.. to bridle (master) the whole body.
If onc can do that—bring the tongue under control,
he can rule all the rest of his body.

II. Tee Lrrtie ToNGUE.—S-6a. 3Bits in
the horses’ mouths..wurn ahout their whole

paddle, working in a
rowlock. A ship had two of these, one on each side
of the stern. (sec Illustration). The governor;
Rev. Ver.,." the steersman ”.  Listeth ; Rev. Ve
* willeth . Whoever has his hand on the redder
can control-the ship. The tongue .. a little
member ; like the bit and the rudder. Boasteth
great things. The tongue is all-too ant to brag.
1I. Tee Evir ToNgge—5b-8. How much
wood (Rev. Ver.); Rev. Ver. Margin, ** how great
u forest”. XEindled by how small a fire (Rev.
Ver.); as the fire of 3 carcless camper leads to the
burning of many square miles of finc timber. The
tongue is a fire ; with possibilitics in it of untold
mischief. A worid of iniquity ; a source of overy
kind of evilin the world. Defileth the whole body;
makes the whole man impure, (1) by suggesting sin
to ourselves and others, (2) by committing sin, as
lying and r:x- fanity, (3) by excusing or defending sin
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Setteth on fire the wheel of nature (Rev. Ver.).
The meaning may be that sin spreads throughout
the whole life, which, because it passes so quickly, is
likened to a rapidly moving ** wheel . Set on fire
by hell (Rev. Ver.); kindled and kept burning by
Satan. Beasts..birds..serpents.. things in
the sea..tamed; the four divisions of animals,
quadrupeds, bifds; reptiles, fishes. The tongue
can no mah tame. It can never be trusted not to
break out into evil speech. A restless evil (Rev.
Ver.); always at work. Full of deadly poison ;
like a venomous serpent.

1V. Tee FicrLE ToNGUE.—9-12. Bless we
the Lord and Father (Rev. Ver.); praise God as
full of migbt (**Lord”) and love (** Father').
Curse we mea. ; call down evil upon them, Made
after the l{keness of God. See Gen. 1:206. Ought
not so to be; and will not so be, if we seek God’s
help to control our tongues. The fickleness of the
tongue is now contrasted with (1) a fountain,
which cannot send forth froxm the same opening
(Rev. Ver.):sweet water and bitter ; (2) the fig
tree, which can never yield olives (Rev. Ver.);
(3) 2 vine, on which no one ever finds igs; (4)
salt water, which cannot yield sweet (Rev. Ver.).

THEE GEOGRAPHY LESSON
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James 2 : 2 (Rev. Ver.) gives the name SyNAGOGUE
to the central meeting place for worshipers of the
Christians in a community, the name bLeing taken
from that of Jewish places of worship. This is the
only passage in the New Testament that refers to a
church, meaning a separate building set apart for
Christian rcligious services, It scems, from this
passage, that, in Jerusalem, where James lived, the
sarious house congregations (sec Geography Lesson
IX.) had also n central meeting place. After the
synagogue was built, the house congregations would

continue, the synagogue being used for lurger gather-
ings,
LESSON QUESTIONS

1, 2 With what warning does the Lesson open ?
Why was this warning required ? Where does Jesus
warn His disciples against seeking prominence as
teachers 7 (Matt, 23: 8.) What does Paul say of those
who professed to teach others, while they themselves
were in need of teaching ? (Rom. 2: 17-23.) What
mark does James give of a ** perfect ”’ man ?

8-52 With what two small things is the tongue
compared 2 In what, besides their size, does the
tongue resemble these ?

5b-8 In what respects is the tongue like a fire ?
Explain “ 2 world of iniquity ”. In what ways does
the tongue defile 7 What is meant by saying that no
man can tame the tongue ? Where, in the Proverbs,
is ungodly speech likened toa fire 2 (Prov. 16: 27.)

9-12 What two titles are here given to God ? Ex-
plain the meaning of each. What two inconsistent
things is the tongue said to do? How may it be
brought under control ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. The relation of responsibility to influence.
2. Tongue taming.
A LESSON FOR LIFE

An ancient story relates that Amasis, a king of
Egypt, sent to a wise man named Bias an animal for
sacrifice, asking him to send back the best part and
the worst. Bias returned the tongue. By the use
we make of our tongues, we may bless or blight our
own lives and the lives of others, ** Set a watch, O
Lord, before my mouth ; keep the door of my lips ”*,
is a prayer for every day.

Prove from Scripture— That God knows our
wordg.

Shorter Catechism—Qucs. 19. What is the miscry
of that cstate whercinto man fll? A, All man-
kind by their fall lost communion with God, are under
his wrath and curse. and so made liable to all miscries
in this life, to death itsclf, and to the pains of hell
forever.

The Question on Missions—10. What is our
church doing for the forcigners? Our Presbyterian
Chureh is helping the Galician and Hungarian scttlers
in the West. A kindergarten school, five hospitals,
and ministers and students are supported by our
church people.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. How, docs James illustrate the power of the tongue?.......... e e

2. How the evil that may be wrought by the tongue ?. et L e
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v

Lesson XI.

HEROES OF FAITH

June 13, 1909

LESSON SETTING—The Epistle to the Hebrews was written between A.D. 65 and A.D. 68, to some

church made up of Jewish Christians,

GOLDEN TEXT—Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.—Hebrews r1: 1.

Memorize vs. 24, 25.

THE LESSON PASSAGE—Hebrews 11: 1-3, 17-29. Study

Hebrews 11 : 1-40.

1 Now faith is the ! substance of things hoped for,
the 2evidence of things not seen.

For 3Dy it the elders ¢ obtained 2 good report.

3 $Through faith we understand that the_vorlds
¢ were framed by the word of God, so that 7 things
which are seen were not made of things which do
up

pear. .

17 By faith A'braham, 8 when he was tried, offered
up Isaac. 2aud he that had '?received the promises
offered up his only begotten son,

18 12 Of whom it was said, ¥ That in I’saac shall
thy seed be called :

19 Accounting that God ™ was able to raise 'S him
up, even from the dead; from whence 16also he
received him in a figure.

20 By faith I'saac blessed Ja‘cob and E‘sau ¥ con-
cernin thxq% to come.

21 By faith Ja’cob, when he was a dying, blessed
® both the sons of Jo’seph ; and worshipped, leaning
upon the top of his staff. . .

22 By faith Jo’seph, when 12 he died, made mention
of the 29departing of the children of Israel ; and gave

commandment concerning his bones.

23 By faith Mo’ses, when he was born, was hid
three months 3 of his parents, because they saw he
was a 2 proper child ; and they were not afraid of
the king’s commandment,

24 By faith Mo’'ses, when he was 2 come to years,
refused to be called the son of Phar‘aoh’s daughter;

25 Choosing rather to Zsuffer affliction with the
people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of zin for
a season ; R

.26 ¥ Esteeming the reproach of Christ greate:
riches than the treasures 2 in E’gypt : for he 28 had
respect unto the recompence of the reward.

27 By faith he forsook E‘gypt, not fearing the
wrath of the king : for he endured, as secing him wae
is invisible. 3

28 s Through faith he kept the passover, and the
sprinkling of # blood, 28lest he that destroyed the
firstbora should ¥ touch them.

29 By faith they passed through the Red sea as by
dry land :_which the Egyp‘tians assaying to do were
30 drowned.

Revised Version— 'assurance ; 2proving ; 3therein; ¢ had witnessborneto them; $ By ; Shavebeen; 7what

is seen hath not been made out of ; 8being tried ; 9 yea, h

e, 10 gladly ; 1 was offering up ; 2 even he to whom ,

1B Omit That ; Mis; 1¥Omit him; he did also in a parable receive him back ; 17 even ; !5 each of ; 0his end
was nigh ; 20departure ; * goodly ; Zgrown up ; Bbe evil entreated ; 2 accounting ; 3of ; 2¢looked unto the
recompense of reward ; Z the ; 3 that the destroyer of the ; 22 not ; 39 swallowed up.

Daily Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—Heroes of faith, Heb. 11: 1-12. T.—Heroes of faith.

Heb. 11:13-31. W.—Heroes of faith, Heb. 11 : 32-40.

Th.—Nehemiah's faith, Neh. 2 : 11-20.  F.-—Daniel's

faith, Dan. 6: 1-10. S. =Let us follow ! Heb. 12: 1-13. 8.—Conquerors, Rom. 8 : 31-39.

THE LESSON
I. WuaanT
Faita Is—1,
2. Taith is the
substance;
Rev. Ver. * as-
surance .
Things hoped
for; blessings
promised by
God, but still
in the future.
Faith makes
these as real to
the mind of the
believer as
thoughheactual-
Iy posscssed
them. Evi-
dence; Rev.
Ver. * proving ",
Things not
seen; such as
forgitcness, of
and cleansing
from sin‘through
Christ, God's
guidance and
carc throughout
life, and the heavenly glory. Faith tests these by
placing depend on the promiscs concerning them,
as n bridge is tested by sending n load over it.  The
elders ; God's people of formerdays. Had witness

MOSES AT PISGAH

EXPLAINED
borne to them (Rev. Ver.); in the Old Testament
scriptures.  They won their fame by their faith.

I1. WHAT Farts DoEes.—3. By faith (Rev.
Ver.). In the Lesson chapter there are fifteen
examples of what faith does, besides the summary in
vs, 32-40. We understand.,worlds..framed
by the word of God. We can think of a God who
is perfect in wisdom, power and goodness. Who gave
us power to think this thought ? No one but God
Himself could do this. Therefore we must believe
thereisa God. And no one but He could have made
our world and all the ** worlds ”’.  So we belicve that
they were all made by Him. Things..seen; the
whole material universe. Not made of things
which do appear. The world did not come to be
what it is simply through endless changes and de-
velopments of matter. At the beginning there were
God's thoughts and plans and word, setting all these
in motion.

Vs. 4-10 cite Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Sara.
and the descendants of Abrabam and Sara as exam-
ples of faith,

17-22. By faith Abraham. V. 17 rcturns to the
great ancestor of the Hebrews, Was tried ; as the
storm testa the akill of the navigator, and the battle
that of the general. Offered up Isasc. Sco Gen.
22: 1-13. So far as Abraham's obedicnce was con-
cerned, tho sacrifice was as good as comploted.
Received the promises. Sece Gen. 15:5; 21: 12
** Reecived ¥ means * welcomed with joy ™', and
because the joy was so great, the disappointment
would be all the more crusbing. Accounting..
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God..able to raise him,.from the dead;
sure of God's promise being fulfilled, even though
that should require the raising of Isaac from the dead.
Received him in a flgure. To Abraham’s mind
and Isanc's own, it was as if Isanc had been as good
as dead. By faith Isaac (Gen. 27:26-30; 38-40) . .
Jacob (Gen. 48 : 10-20) . . Joseph (Gen. 50 : 24, 25).

23-29, By fajth Moses, . . hid .. of his parents;
believing, because , . he wag a proper (Rev. Ver.,
* goodly”, beautiful) child, that God had some great
purpose for him. Not afraid, etc. See Ex. 1. 22.
Moses .. come t0 years ; forty years old, Acts 7 :
23. Retused to be called the s0n of Pharaoh’s
daughter ; who had saved him as a child and
adopted him (see Ex, 2: 3-10). Choosing rather
to suffer affljction ; thao to enjoy the advantages
and pieasures of the royal palace. With the people
of God; the Israclites, who were slaves to the
Egyptians, Ex. 1: 13, 14. Pleasures of sin ;
pleasures purchased by forsaking his people and his
God. The reproach of Christ; the sufferings
which Christ, even then, hundreds of years before
He appeared in human form on earth, was sharing
with the oppressed people of Israel. (Compare ch.
4: 15) XLooked unto the recompense (Rev.
Ver.); believing that God would more than make up
to him all that he might lose. Endured, .. seeing
him who is invisible. Moses spoke with God face
to face, Ex. 33: 11; Num. 12:7 8.

A rapid summary is given of later heroes of faith.

TBE GEOGRAPHY LESSON
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into two classes : (1) Palestinian Jews, who lived in
the Holy Land ; (2) The Dispersion, or Jews scat-
tered amongst other nations, The Jews in Palestine
were found in Judea, Galilee and the regions cast of
the Jordan, The Jews of the Dispersion were to be
found in six main colonics, Babylonia, Egypt,
Syria, Asin Minor, Greece and Rome,

LESSON QUESTIONS

When and to whom was this Epistle written ?

1, 2 What are tho * things hoped for” ? What
does faith do for these ? Give examples of ** things
not scen ”’,  How docs faith test these ? Who were
** the elders”” 2 Where is witness borne to them ?
Where 19 1t suid that faith ** overcometh the world "'
(1John 5: 4.)

8 Mention the fifteen examples of faith in the
Lesson chapter On what ground must we believe
that thereis 2 God ? On what ground, that He made
the worlds ? Find a Psalm which teaches that the
physical universe was made by the word of God.
(Ps. 33: 6, 9)

What examples of faith are given in vs. 4-16 7

17-22 What did Abrabam believe concerning God ?
In what sense was Issac received from the dead ?

28-29 Whatdid Moses refuse tobe called 2 Why ?
What did he choose 2 What did he forsake ? How
was he cnabled to endure 7 Where are we taught to
** walk by faith”? ? (2 Cor. 5:17.)

Further examples of faith mentioned in vs 30-40 ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1, The part faith (not necessarily faith in God,
or in Christ) plays in daily life,

2, Faith strengthened by exercise.

A LESSON FOR LIFE

A kite may fly far out of the sight of the boy on the
ground holding the string. Though he cannot see it,
however, he can feel the tug of it on his fingers. No
one of us can see God ; but we can feel His presence
and power, and wa know that He is in heaven, ever
watching over us and caring for us. When we trust
Him, we havo the sccret of joy and peace, and some-
thing of the strength which God has.

Prove trom Scripture—That faith 8 a defence
against templalion.

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 20. Did Geod leave
all mankind o perish in the cslate of sin and misery?
A. God having, out of his mere good pleasure, from all
cternity, elected some to cverlasting life, did enter
into a covenant of grace, Lo deliver them out of the
estate of sin and misery, and to bring them into an
estate of salvation by a Redeemer.

The Question on Missions— 11, What is the
Bible Society doing for the newcomers ¢ The Bible
Socicty is trying to provide every newcomer who
can read with a copy of the Bible, printed in his own
language.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. What are we told that faith is?....... ..

2. By what sacrifice was Abraham required to prove his faith?......... .

3. What proofs of faith did Moses give ?

........................ . -
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60 Quarterly Review—Second Quarter

Lesson XII. REVIEW Sune 20, 1909

TO MAKE READY FOR THE REVIEW—Read over each Lesson carefully, and see that you know
by heart. the Lesson Title, Golden Text, and Lesson Plan as given below. Review Ques. 19, 20, Shorter
Catechism. (As the Quarterly Review conies one Sabbath in advance this Quarter, the Review of the Sup.
plemental Lessons will be given with Lesson XIII. for next Sabbath.)

GOLDEN TEXT—With great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. —Acts 4: 33.

Daily Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—Peter and Cornelius, Acts 10 : 24-48. T.—Peter delivered
from prison, Acts 12: 5-17. W.—The conversion of Saul, Acts 9: 1-20. Th.—The gospel in Antioch, Acts
11:19-30. F.—First inissionary journey, Acts 13 : 1-12.  S.—At Iconium and Lystra, Acts 14 : 8-22. S, —
Heroes of faith, Heb. 11: 32-40.

Prove from Scripture—7'hat Christ makes His servanis strong.

The Question on Missions—12. What should the Sunday School do for the newcomers ? The
Sunday School should welcome the newcomers; should show them kindness; should send papers and
magazines to them ; and should help to support missionaries among them. ’

Review Cunarr—Second Quarter

STUDIES IN THE AC1S Lessox TiTLe Govrpbex TexT Lessox PrLan
1.—Acts 10 : 1-20. Peter and Cornclius, In e\err nation he thatl. Cornelius directed. 2. Peter
. fearct him.—Acts 10: prepared. 3. Peter sent.

II.—Acts 12 : 1-11.  |Peter Delivered from Pris-'l‘he angcl of the Lord en-1. lmpnsoned 2. Prayed for.
on. campeth.—Ps. 34 : . Delivered.

IIL.—Acts 9 : 1-19a. |The Conversion of Saul. [He fell to the carth, and]l. A persccutor. 2. A convert,
’ l;eal;dgu voice suying.—| 3. An apostle.
Acl :

IV.—Acts 11 : 19-30 ;|The Gospel in Antioch. [The disciples were called]l. A church founded. 2. A church
12:25, Christians.—Acts 11:26.] growing. 3. A church helying.

V.—Acts 13:1-12.  {Paul's First Missionary|Go fc mw nll the world.—{1. A mission commenced. 2, A

Journey—Cyprus, Mark 1 . convert won, 3. An opponent
silenced
VI—Acts 13: 13-16|Paul's First Missionary|The word of the Lord wasll. A missionary’s opportunity. 2.
35-49. Journcy — Antioch in| published—Acts 13:49.] A mlssmnaryb message. 3. A
Pisidia. . missionary’s success.
VIL—Acts 14 : S-22,[Paul's First _ Missionary{all the gods of the nations.[l. Healing a lame man. Re-
* Journey — Iconium and| —Ps. 96 : 5. fusing homage. 3. Suﬂ‘cnm.
Lystra. persecution,
VIIL—Acts 15 : 1-5|The Council at Jerusalem,|We believe that throughjl. The dlspulc. 2, The dcpm..
22-29. the grace~—Acts 15: 11| tion. 3. The decision.
IX.—James 2 : 14-26. [Belicving and Doing. Faith mthout. works.—{l. Workless faitl\. 2. Working
James 2 2 2 aith,
X.—James 3 : 1-12, |The Power of the Tongue. |Whoso keepeth his mouth.|i. Thc good tongue. 2. The little
—Prov. 21 : 23, t ue. 3. The evil tongue.
hc fickle tonguc.
X1.—Hcb. 11: 1-3, 17{Heroces of Faith. Faith is the substnnce.~=[1. What faith is. 2. What faith
29. Hceb. 11:1. does.
Power

Every Lesson of the Quarter brings before us the wonderful power that was working for and in the
first disciples of our Lord,—a power straight from God. Lesson I. shows us that power making Peter
the Jew rcady to go and preach the gospel to a Gentile. In Lesson I, the same power sets Peter free from
the prison in which he lies bound to two soldiers,;one on citherside.  We sec the power,in Lesson 111, changing
Saul the y or into a preacher of the gospel, and in Lesson IV., winning converts to Jesus from amongst
the Gentiles in Antioch. In Jessons V. to VII the power is revealed in the zeal and activity of the great
apostle Paul, and, in Lesson VIII., breaks down the barriers between Jew and Gentile.  Lessons IX. to XI.
exhibit that mighty power enabling Christians to perform good works, to be self-controlled, and to do and
dare throughfaith in Christ.
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Lesson

Lesson

Lasson

I

II.

1L

Iv.

VL

VIL

VIIL

X

XTI

How was Cornelius directed to send for Peter, and who bade Peter go to
Cornelius ?

In what manner was Peter delivered from the prison ?

Describe the vision which led to Saul’s conversion.,

To whom did the disciples at Antiochsend help ?  Why was this help needed ?

Who opposed Barnabas and Paul in Cyprus ? How was he punished ?

Why did Pgul and Barnabas at Antioch in Pisidia turn from the Jews to
the Gentiles ?

What led the people of Lystra to offer worship to Paul and Barnabas ?

What dispute was settled by the Council at Jerusalem ?

How did Abraham prove his faith in God ?

Why is the tongue like a horse’s bit and a ship’s rudder ?

What was Moses' choice, and why did he make it ?
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62 Temperance Lesson

Lesson XIII.

REVIEW, SUPPLEMENTAL LESSONS

June 27, 1909

TO MAEKE RBREADY FOR THE REVIEW—Review your Supplemental Bible Work, Secripture
Memory Passages, Shorter Catechism (Questions 12 to 20), and the Question on Missions for the Quarter

TEMPERANCE LESSON

LESSON SETTING— Paul wrote the Epistle to the Romans to the church in Rome, from Cunuth,
probably in the spring of A.D. 55. The Epistle falls into two parts : (1) Doctrinal ; (2) Practical. The
doctrinal part (chs, 1-11) sets forth fully the guspel which Paul had been preaching, and which he was eager
to preach in Rome also. In the practical part, the conduct is described which ought to be seen in all who Lave
accepted the gospel.  The Lesson belungs to the secund part, and teaches that we shiould love our neighbor, atd s
fulfil all our duty to him, and that we should so live as to be ready fur the second cuming of our Lurd

GOLPEN TEXT—Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ.—Romans 13 : 14.

Memorize vs. 8, 10.

8 Owe no man any thing, ! but to love onc another:
for he that loveth Yanother hath fulfilled the law.

9 For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou
shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, 3 Thou shalt not
bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet ; and if there
be any other commandment, it is 4 briefly compre-
hended in this $saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself. ]

10 Love worketh no ill to his neighbour : ¢ there-
fore love 18 the fulfilling of the law. .

11 And 7 that, knowing the 8 time, that now ¢ is

THE LESSON PASSAGE—Romans 13 : 8-14.

high time 2 to awake out of sleep ; for now s Wour
salvation nearer Y than when we Vbelieved.

12 The night is far s[)ent, B the duy is at hand .
let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let
us put on the armour of light.

13 Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in
Hrioting and drunkenness, not 1in chambering and
wantonness, not in strife and ¥ envying.

14 But put ye on the Lord Je’sus Christ, and muke
not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof

Revised Verslon—Isave to ; 2 his neighbour ; 3 Omit Thou shalt not bear false witness ; 4summed upin;
S word : ¢love therefore is the fulfilmeat ; 7 this ; 3season ; ®for you ;10 Omit our; Mto us; 2first; ¥and;

H revelling ; 13 jealousy.

Daily Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—Wise walking, Rom. 13: 8-14. T.~Dead to sin,
Rom. 6:8-18. W.—Be separate!2 Cor. 6: 11-18, Th.—Be ye holy ! 1 Pet. 1: 13-23. F.—Living to God.
1 Pet. 4: 1-8. S.—Fit for use, 2 Tim. 2: 11-22, §,—Putting on righteousness, I5ph. 4 : 17-24.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

I. THe CHRISTIAN'S Law.—8.

Owe no man any thing. Our
debt may be money or reverence or
honor, v. 7. Whatever it is, weshould
pay it with exactnessand cheerfulness.
But.to love one another. This is
the only debt we should be content
to leave unpaid. We should always
be striving to meet it fully, but the
time will never come when we may
ccase paying it, He that loveth ;
literally, ** the lover ', one whose
words and deeds are governed by
the lovein his heart. Hisneighbour
(Rev. Ver.) The Greek for these
words means simply *“'the otherman',

will gladly follow it out. Summed
up (Rev. Ver.). All the good one
can do to another is included in lov-
ing him. XLove thy neighbour as
thyself ; repeated from Iev. 19: 18,
quoted in Matt. 22: 39; Mark 12.
31; Luke10. 27; Gal.5: 14, and
called ** the royal law"’ in James 2 : 8.
Love worketh no ill to his neigh-
bour. No one, for example, can
truly love his neighbor who gives or
sells him drink that will ruin him,
or who leads him, by word or ex-
ample, to use the accursed stuff.
II. Tae CurisTian’s Lorp.
11, Enowing the season (Rev

whoever he may be who is in need of [RoMAN SOLDIERS WiTE| Ver); the time in which you live,

loving kelp, as, for example, the SHIELD

wounded traveler ministered to by

and which will soon be brought to un
end by Christ’s second coming. This

the Good Samaritan, Luke 10: 28-

37. Hath fulfiled the law;* the Command-
ments of the second table, which declare man’s
duty to man. The one who loves another desires
with all his heart to obey these Commandments, when
he knows what they require.

9, 10. For this, etc. Paul repeats five of the
Commandments from the seccond table, The one
who loves his neighbor, will keep these Command-
ments, because love will not permit him to injure
another in any of the ways mentioned in thém. If
there be any other commandment. If any onc
can think of any other way in which the loving man
can do good to, or avoid injuring, his neighbor, he

takes place, for each of us, at the
hour of death. It 15 high time; literally, the
hour 7, that is, the bour appointed. For you (Rev.
Ver.). Like an extended index finger, these words
bring home the warning to each one of us. To
awake out of sleep ; to rouso yourselves from care-
lessness and indolence. Like the sharp crack of a
whip, this stinging phrase stirs up our sluggish souls.
Salvation nearer ; that is, the resurrection glory
awaiting every saved soul. Than when we fixst
believed (Rev. Ver.); and so entered on the Chris-
tian life.

12. The night is far spent ; the gloomy time of
Christ’s absence from His_people : this is well-nigh
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gone. The day is at hand ; when our Lord shall
appear in glory. Cast off the works of darkness ;
all eval habits and practices. These are to be thrown
uside, as one changes his clothing. Put on the
armour of light; that is, take to ourselves the
mind of Jesus Christ (1 Pet. 4 : 1), in which we shall
fight bravely against all the evils about us, of which
intemperance is one of the chief, (Compare 2 Cor. 0 .
7; Eph. 6: 13-17; 1 Thess. 5: 8.)

13. Let us walk ; spend our hie. BHonestly ;
decorously, becomingly, so thut others may sce in us
the besuty of truth, punity, peace und love. Notg in
rioting, ete.; shunmng the open vices of drunken-
uess and the hke. Not in strife and jealousy
(Rev. Ver.). These faults of bad temper, the Chris-
tian must avoid, as well as grosser vices.

- 14, Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ ; take to
you, as clothing and armor, His holy life, making it
your own, speaking and doing good, as He did, and
contending, like Him, against every kind of sin.
Make not provision ; take no forethought. For
the flesh ; the sinful nature that continually tempts
us. To fulfil the lusts thereof ; to carry out its
evil desires, as, for example, that for strong drink.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

Empero’s

Pafia)ee

The city of RoME was built on the left bank of the
Tiber, about 18 miles from its mouth, and at the time
when Paul came to it, 1 the reign of Nero, occupied a
space with a circwit of about 12 miles. The popula-
tion at that time1s variously estimated from 800,000
to 2,000,000, Rome was the capital of an empire
bounded by the Atlantic on the west ; the Euphrates
en the cast ; the Black Sea, the Danube and the
English Channel on the north ; and the deserts of
Afniea and Arabia and the Cataracts of the Nile on
the south. The inhabitants of this vast territory
probably numbered between 85,000,000 and 120,000,
000.

63

LESSON QUESTIONS

Into what two parts does the Epistle to the Ro-
mans full 7 What does Paul set forth in the first
part 2 What i3 described in the second part ?

8 Mention some of the debts we owe to our neigh-
bor. What should we do in regard to these debts ?
What is the only debt we can never fully pay ? How
should we act in regard to it 2 What is meant here
Ly ** the law ” ? How can we fulfil it ? What is
the literal meaning of * his neighbor " ? Who are
included under this title ?

9,10 Whuch five of the Commandments does Paul
repeat 2 Wky i3 one who loves his neighbor sure to
keep these Commandments ?  What requirement is
quoted from Leviticus ? Where is this called the
royal law ? Show that love to our neighbor forbids
the selling, giving or using of strong drink.

11 When will Christ's second coming occur for each
of us ? From what should the thought of this rouse
us ?

12-14 What day is near at hand ? What works
should we put off 2 What armor should we put on ?
How should we spend our life ¢ What is it to *‘ put
on the Lord Jesus Christ” ? For what should we
make no provision ?

FTOR DISCUSSION
1. Love to our neighbor requires us to abstain from
strong drink.
2. How to fight intemperance—in ourselves, in
others, in the State,

A LESSON ¥YOR LIFE

*“ Tolle et lege! Tolleetlege!* (** Takeand read!
Take and read ! ”’). So Augustine, who had spent
the gelden years of his young manhood in vices of all
kinds, thought he heard a child’s voice say, as he sat
in 2 garden. He obeyed the voice, and opened again
Paal's Epistles, which he had just before laid down.
The first words his eyes lighted upon were, ** not in
reveling and drunkenness ”’, etc. As in a moment,
his beart was changed by the power of Jesus; bhe
gave up his sinful life, and became a great minister
in the Cnristian church. This same Jesus can cleanse
our hearts and lives, and keep them pure from intem-
perance and ali other kinds of evil,

Prove from Scripture—That the Christian 13 @
new creature.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. Love includes our whole duty to our ncighbor.

Explain.coviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiann, .

2. What does love require of us regarding strong drink ?2......... TS e .
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