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CONSTITUTION, &e.

' o . WAt vd higsasiie
1. Thatthe Convention be called. ** The Baptst Congention i of

Nova Scotia, New Brupswick and Prince Ed\'vprd._lal'antd-,‘”’ and
shall consist of the Members and,Delegates hereinafter specified. . .

II. That the business of the Convention shall be eonducted.lypig»
President, one or more Viee Presidents, one onwmore Secretanigs,,
two Treasurers, (one residing in Noya Scotia, and 1heé other i W,
Brunswick,) an Anditor, and a Board of Directors, consisting of twens;
ty-five members, all of whom shall be members of Baptist, Churches,,
in good standing, in ‘addition to Life Directors, to be chosen.annue,
ally by the Convention. The Board to have power to ﬁll,‘qp any
vacancies that may oceur previdus' to the next meetitg of }{w Udn-'
vention. | ’ ! (SESIUG FON0NY

~
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I1I. That the objects of the Convention shall be, to advance the
interests ''of the Baptist Denomination, ‘and’ ‘of thé caise of G dy
generally 5 to maintdin the religious dnd charitable Tostitutions here-
inaftéer meéntioned; to - procure corréct information relative t'n.tlié
Baptist Dody, and to advise and earry oyt such :péﬂs_ur\ep as g;y', |
with' the Divine blessing, tend to advance the interests of the’ Baps
tist Denomination, and the cause of God, generally. N fISoliN

To aid the Convention in procuring statistical information, jt* is
hoped that the several Associations'in ‘the Pro"\fi"l'fc""q'\!il!_t')l]'t'dii]'ﬂ'ﬂiﬁ |
the Churehés connected with' ‘thém tlie requisite statemerits; and res
port the same, annually, to the Convention, and 'will 'i:_dnc'tr"r‘whlilth'ﬁ
Cenvention in all sich méasures as they judge'advisable.” ' 21805

: UV 860 BIGUN, -
IV. That any person paying annually ten shillipgs, or upwa e,s,'

into the funds of the Convention, shall be a member thiéredf ;' n i

person paying five ‘poenuds, or upwards, shall be h ‘Life’' Membeérf 2
and the ' payment of twenty Pounds, or apwirds, at dne’ timé, shatl
coustitute a Life Director.” Every Church conndéfed’ with an' A¥s6d
ciatiou, and contributing annually tén shillings to the find of a Uniby |
Society, shall be a member of this Convention, andbe (at libértgito -
send one Delegate to represent such Chureh, and if -five péiinds
are collected, two Delegates. Every lLocal Union Society collcting,
annually five pounds, or upwards, shall be a member of this Conven-
tion, and shall be at liberty to send two Delegates to represent them
therein, und one Delegate for every additional five pounds collected ;
8o as no Church or Local Union Society be at liberty to send more
than five Delegates; and that each Association connected with the
Convention be allowed to send five Delegates. Every Missionary
and Educational Board shall also be at liberty to send one Delegate.

V. That all monies contributed by individuals for memberskip,
or for the general purposes of the Convention, aiter the payment of &

_
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incidental expences, shall be paid to the Treasurer of the Conventi-
on in the Province in which they shall have been contributed, and
shall be by him appropriated in accordance with the existing regula-
tions of the Union Societies in the Province; and that all monies
collected by the Logal Union Societies, or by General Unions of
such Bocieties, shall be paid to the respective Provincial Treasurers,
of the Convention, to be appropriated for such of the above great
:.b;iocu. and in such proportions, as the several Unipon Bocieties shall
srect,

V1. That any individual paying into the funds of the Convention,
miore than the sum required to constitute membership, will be at
liberty to direct the application of the surplus (o the sevéral objects
eontemplated by the Union Societies, or to any one or more of them,

separately,
VII. Thaut the board shall meet quarterly, or nfanor, for the des-

patch of business, at such place as the Copvention shall from time to
time appoiut ; ning members shall form a quorum.

VIII. That the Convention shall meet on the third Saturday in
September, annually, at such place as shall be agreed on by the
Body; when, in pddition to the Office-bearers and Board of Conven-
tion, the follouing oards shall be chosen, viz.; a Beard of fifteen
w rt - far the Lo cign Missionarv and Bible cause, and a Board
of fift: "» membors to 14k, charge of .nd direct the funds for super-
annuated Ministers and their famil 285 all of which Boards shal]

onsiat of members of Baptist Chyr hes, in regular standing. 'These
w. shall hold their meetings at such placrs asthe Convention
:qll annually appoint, At least ong third of tone members of thesg
‘Boards, and of all Boards connected with this Convention, to reside

- within the vicinity of the places pa;ed for their meetings.

lx. That the Boards established for the promotion of the objects
pontemplated by the Union Secieties, shall be requested to furnish the
Secretary of the Convention with a full report of their proceedings,

\ annually. Such reports to be presentedto the Sgeretary of the Con-
yentiop at least one month before its meeting.

X. That this Constitution may be altéred or amended at any an.
pus) Mesting of the Convention, by two thirds of the members pre-
Nt |
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MINUTES, &c.

0
SATURDAY, Scpteinber 25, 184%. .
The Delegates having assembled in considerable numbers, J. W.
Nutting, Esq. the Treasurer of the Convention for Nova Scotia, was

calléd to the chair; when a Committce was named to arrange the

business t6 be brought before the Convention, which then adjourned
to Monday.

MONDAY, September 27,1847

lntroductofy discourse plcnch.cd by Rev. Chas. Spuarden, of Fred-
ericton, from 1 Cor. chap. 14, v. 20.

The Rev. Theodore S. Harding, President of the Cnnvenuon,
then took the chair ; letters announcing Delegates from Associations,
Churches, Union Societies, and other bodies entitled to representa-
tion, were read, and the following delegates then took their seats as
members of the Convention, or were announced as so entitled.®

Delegates from the Nova Scotia Association, Churches, and other
Societies.

Faragn Missionary Board~Rev. T. S. Harding.

Education Board.—*The Honble. James W. Johnston, Att'y. (nen 4
eral of ‘Nova S¢otia. “'
First Yarmouth Church—Rev. W. Burton, and Edw. Hueom, Elq
Wilmot Mountain  ** Rev. Richard Cunningham, Brethren Wil-

liam Restine and Joseph Hall,
First Aylesford ‘“ Rev. William Rideout; Rey, Ebenezer, Btro-

nach, Brother Reice Stromh
Smith’s Cove “  Rev. Joshua Cogswell.

Second Aylesford  **  Rev. Obed Parker—Union Somly, do. W

'."'"1.- :‘#"- _I".' S

New Albany “  Deacons Daniel Whitman, and. Hmy ‘
Whitman. |
« "'Rev. John Chase, Deacous W. ﬂ Cln -
Annapolis and Up- man, Benj. Fellowg, and Tlmollly
per Granville. Rice, Licentiate, Jercmiah Ban-

croft and Bro. J. Wade:
e e t———————— —

“Names thus marked are those of delegates who were absent.
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Liverpool - - - « Church—D¢éacon John Coblyyes=Union Society, Rev,
R. B. Dickie, Brethren W. 8. Ja-
cobs, E. Kempton, W. Starratt,
and Starratt Parker.

Nable River 4 Rev. W. Jackson.

Brookfield Union Society—Brethren Luther Leadbetter; Charles
Muarray, Peleg Murray, Licentiate,

Chute’s Cove ** ““  Rev. Aaron Cogswell, Brother Stephen
Foster,
Wilmot L “ Rev. Nathaniel Vidito, Brethren Silas

l Jackson, Joseph Elliott, Asaph

| Marshall, Handly Fitch, and Geo.
' Starratt.

G’gfuﬁr":"i and Chelsea } Rev. J. Stubbard, Robert Harlow

Onslow - - - “ Rev. D. W. C. Dimock.

Chester ' Thos. Delong.

| First Cornwallis " Rev. Edward Manning and Rev. A, 8.

| Hunt,— Union Society, JoshuaElls,
Thos. Elder, and Mayhew Beck-

o with. Esq.

R Second Cornwallis Union } Rev. W. Chipman, Deacon Abel Parker, J.
| Society and Church, I. Van Beuren, M. D., and I. Shaw.

1 | Pistane Chusred and} Rev. Ingram FE. Bill, Deacons Taylor,

Shaffner, and Bishop, and Wil-
liam Randall, Esq.

\ vst Horton Church and }Deacon S. Kinsman, Brethrea Simon

Union Society,

Tnion Socicty, r)i.u;{';lfiﬁi..'. R. Fiteh, M. D., C.

| ton Juvenile Female } Professor Isaac Chipman.

iﬁ Hissionary Society,
g idgewaler Local Union | Benj. W. C. Manning, and Ezekiel
L Soctety, C. Wheelock.
anville St. Church, - - Rev.E. A. Crawley, D. D.
lifax Union Society, - - - Do
] Smith’'s Cove ** Rev. Joshua Cogswell.
\\ \ Delegates from the New Brunswick Association, Churches and other
R ) Societies.
ssociation - - - - - Rev. W.Hall and Willard G. Parker.
ucalion Board, Rev. C. Spurden.

dericton Church, Deac. W. 8. Estey, and bro. A. 8, Hartt,
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St. Jokn Church . .. ... Rev. Samuel Robinson, and bro. Jarvis

W. Hartt.
‘ Union Society, Brethren John 'T. Smith,* J. Mills, and
Jas. R. Currie.
Kings Clear Church, Bro. Aaron Hartt.

First St. George Church )
and Union Society, f Rev. W. Hall,

Nova Scotia Association.

Rev. T. 8. Harding, C. Shaffner, J. Mo-

sher, Chas. Baker, and E. Catten,
Esqs.

A letter from the Rev. S. Elder was then read, explaining the
canses of the delay in transmitting and circulating the Minutes of

the Convention last year; after which the Board of Directors report-
ed as follows:

That the materials from which to form a report of the proceedings
of the Convention are at present, owing to its recent origin, but few,
and call for but few remarks. They suggest, however, that the
business shall be brought forward, of which notice was yesterday
pablicly given, according to which, this afternoon will be occupied
with Foreign Missionary business and Addresses, the evening, with
that relating to matters of historical interest, and the memories of
our aged Ministers. Previous to this, however, and after the names
of the delegates composing this Convention shall have been given
in and recorded, they would suggest the formation of committees
for taking into consideration several subjects of great interest, who
may report thereon during this session. 'Temperancey Sabbath
Schools, Union with Caunada, religious periodicals, are among these
objects, but especially this Board recommend a committee to pre-
pare and bring in some wmeasure for so modifying the constitution of -
this Convention, that all our benevolent objects may be brought un-
der the action of this Body, as they consider the interests «f Edu-
cation and Home Missions to be fully as much matters of common
concern as any others, and matters which might easily be connect-

ed with this Convention without trespassing hurtfully on any local
interests.

The Report having been received and adopted, the follluwiu'g com-
mittees were appointed :

For hnendmb the Constitution—Rev. 8. Robinson, C. Spurden, E.

A. Crnwley, J. W. Nutting, W.
S. Jacobs, S. Kinsman.

On Bible Translation . . —Rev. R. B. Dickie, W. Clsipﬁ)an.l

E. Bdl, and brethren J. Bam
croft and E. Huestis:
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On Religious Publications . . —Rev. 8. Robinson, J. Chase, C.
Spurden, W. Hall, and Dr. Van
Beuren and C. R. Bill, Esq.

On the Colporteur enterprize . —Rev. W. Hall, C, Randall, A.S.
Hunt, and brotber D. Shaw.

- . —Rev. R. W. Cunningham, J. Miller,

On chztl,:’:z.c‘l“;b::gszzg} W. G. l’arker:’ and brethren
L Perez Murray and B. Fellows.

On Union with Canada . . . . —Brethren Aaron Hartt, M.Beckwith,

J. W. Hartt, and Rev. R. B.

Dickie.
. , —Rev. W. Burtor, D. Harris, Breth.
Ohn increase ag}i:’zp’;;;’:;’f::‘} W. H. Chipman, Abel Parker,
ARSI and Timothy Rice.

the Provinces, with sugges- W. C. Rideout.

On presant state of Religion i"} Rev. W. D. Fitch, R. Wills, and
tiens for improvement.

On Sabbath Schools . . . . . —Rev. D. Dimock, C. Randall, and
Breth. P. Murray and Dr. Fitch.

On Temperance . . . . . . . . —Rev. N. Vidito, D. Dimock, and
R. Wills and James Currie'
Esq.

On Union Societies and

Quarterly Meetings Breth. W. Troop, John Cobb,
= -

L. Leadbetter, and S. Taylor.

The Convention then adjourned until the afternoon.
Met pursuant to adjournment.

} —Rev. I. E. Bill, A. Stronach, and

Prayer—
The Rev. E. A. Crawley, Secretary of the Foreign Missionary

Board, read the Report of that body—ufter which the following Re-

solutions passed, preceded by many animated addresses.

1st. Resolved, That the Report now read be adopted and publish-
ed in the Minutes of the Convention.*

2nd. Resolved, That this Committee desire to record their grate-
ful sense of the goodness and mercy of God, who has thus far pre-
served the lives and health of their beloved Missionaries, and so far
prospered them as to lead them eventually to so desirable a field of
labour, and one which accords so perfectly with the earliest wishes
of Mr. Burpe, and of the brethren generally as Mergui, and the

Karen tribes in its neighbourhood.
3rd. Resolved, That in the opinion of this Convention uo object
f Christian benevolence is more accordant with the spirit of the

——— - W s W — —— . ® B ——— e —
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Gospel, than Foreign Missions, they being evidently no other than
the action of the Christian Church complying with the Saviour’s

injunction, ** Go ye into all the nations and preach the Gospel to
every creature.”

4th. Resolved, That this Convention continue strongly of the be-
lief, that no object of public benevolence has received more evident
marks of the Divine favor than Foreign Missions, and are fully of
the conviction that they must have largely tended to the piety and
growth of churches in Chiristian lands; and on this account, as well

as for their own intrinsic value, deserve to be fostered with unwea-
ried devotion.

S5th. Resolved, That while this Convention fully assent to the prin-
ciple that all our benevolent objects should be maintained with the
degree of vigor which they severally require, they feel nevertheless
that the call from Mr. Burpe for an addition to the mission at Mer-
gui, is so strong as to justifv the use of special means for enlarging
the Foreign Missionary funds in order to maintain snch addition,

and the Missionary Board is therefore requested to adopt such extra
exertion as they shall judge prudent.

[The Commiitee then adjourned until the evening at 7 o’clock,
when a number of deeply interesting addresses were made relative
to the origin of the Baptist churchesin the Provinces, and the labors
of the beloved and honored brethren who have gone to their rest.]

After Prayer, the Convention then adjourned until the next day
at 10 o’clock.

TUESDAY, September 28th, 1847.
Met pursuant to adjournment.

Prayer—

~

Rev. W. Chipman presents the report of the Commitiee on Bible
Translation, which is as follows :—

The Committee on the Bible cnuse recommend that Bible Socie-
ties be formed in all the Baptist churches connected with the Con-
vention, where Union Societies do not embrace the object, in aid of
the Translation of the pure, entire, and unadulterated Word of God
in foreign lands, whenever this is practicable and the ehurches are
ripe for it; and they recommend that those churches which are not|
prepared to form Societies, shall gather funds for this object in any.
mode which they shall judge most advisable either by a public col- §
lection on the Lord’s day, orby subscriptions payable annually ; and
that all the funds so raised be paid to the Treasurer of this Conven-
tion, to be either remitted to the American and Foreign Bible Socie<

ty, or to be directly employed in aid of the labours of our own Mis
sionaries, as the Convention shall determine. I

All which was adopted by a resolution of the Conventiop.




Rev. A. Ifunt presents the Report of the Committee on the Col-
porteur enterprize, which is as follows :—

The Commitice report that they regard the present religious as*
pect of these Provinces as peculiarly adapted to the efficient exer-
cise of colportage. We have a large population inacecessible to the
ordinary means of grace; we refer to the Indian, French, Gaelic,
and Irish Catholic population. The claims of these classes upon
our Christian efforts cannot be doubted, and their present condition
callsloudly upon us for religious instruction.

i | The Committee therefore cannot bnt regard the labours of Col-
l porteurs as now nrgently needful ; and would recommend the ex-
tension of the Colporteur enterprize as now conducted in New
Bruanswick, to every part of the three provinees, by the employment
8 of the person now employed in New Brunswick, or some other, ei-
ther in the ministry or otherwise, who shall possess some if not all
a of the following qualifications : undoubted piety; constant zeal; a
consistent missionary spirit; and, if posstble, a knowledge of the
: French and Gaelic Languages.
It is recommended also that a Committee he formed for the di-
' rection and supervision of the work, whose business it shall be from
| time to time to make choice of the suitable person, and to supply
!
;

him with a horse, waggon, and other necessaries for his work, and
to obtain through the best medium a supply of Bibles, Testaments,
and religious tracts and books, which it is suppored may possibly be
\ to some extent obtained at a low price—as for instance, bibles and
testaments from the American and Foreign Bible Society. With
hese the Colporteur should penetrate every part of the three Pro-
1) ,:rinces, and proceed after the manner of the Canadian Colporteurs,
37 ‘\, namely, where opportunities offer, read and enforce the truth of
\

‘God, and pray with those who receive books.

It is also recommended that collections be taken up once a year in
/| pll the churches for this object, and that all our Missionary brethren
\\ § wrge the magnitude of this claim; and if this collection, with the
rofits arising from the sale of books be not sufficient, that the bal-

ce be made up from the Domestic Missionary fund.

.| | From this Department of labour, the Committee cannot but anti-
\“ | pate a rich return. 'The dissemination of God’s Word in this way
| % means that has been, and will continue to be abundantly blessed ;
i when accompanied by the prayers and faithful exhortations of
ious servant of God, must and will, the Committee are assured,
k to some extent the fetters by which so many in this Province
ound ; and lay open to our churches an enlarged sphere of
tinn activity. The Committée entreat this Convention to re-
this subject in all its important bearings, and hope that some
nt scheme may be immediately devised for this important werk,
report was received and adopted.

ved, That Rev. Messrs. Millar, J. Pryor, and Professor Isaac
n, together with the members of the Committee in New

{
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Brunswick, shall form a commiitee for carrying into effect the mea-
sures above recommended.

Rev. Mr. Millar reports from the Committee on Reiigious Liberty,
which, with modifications, was adepted, and is comprised in the
following Resolution :—

Resolved, That we, regarding the operations of Roman Catholics
throughout the world as dangerous to Protestantism, and enlculated
to excite the alarm of the people of God, recommend that efforts
be made by the press and public lectures to prevent their encroach-
ments. We also further recommend that our ministers endeavour
by public lectures and other means to enlighten the public mind in
their respective vicinities on the suhject of Popery, and the necessi-
ty of guarding against its cralty movements.

Rev. R. B. Dickie reports from the Committee on Union with Care
ada as follows:—

The Committee on the ** Union with Canada™ have great pleasure
in reporting, that on examination of the Minutes of the Nova Sco-
tia and New Brunswick Association, and also of the Minutes of the
Canada Baptist Union, that the Union of the Baptists in the British
Provinces is now established. Your Gommittee, however, while they
feel gratified that this Union embodies so many important points, still
look forward, firmly believing that it will ultimately embrace a more
extensive field. The objectsincluded in the Union referred to are as
follows :

First. Mutual Correspondence with the special view to the pre-
paration of an Annual Report of the state of Religion in the Pro-
vinces, to be transmitted by each to the others respectively.

Second. Occasional visits of delegates, as representatives of the
respective religious bodies, for the purpose of communicating infor-
mation, of cultivating friendship, and of consolidating this Union.

Third. A Co-operation in Missionary enterprize, especially with
regard to the French population of the; Provinces.

Your Committee, in conclusion, heg leave most strongly to re-
commend that measures be adopted Ly this Convention to obtain
from the Baptist Brethren of Canadi, immediate information, in
relation to the practicability of publisiiing, at a cheap rate, such
books as the pressing wants of the denomination require.

Report received and adopted, whereupon it was

Resolved, That Brethren Crawley and Spurden be a committee
to carry out the suggestions of the above report.

Rev. W. Burton presents the report of the Committee on the Im-
provement of the Ministry as follows :—

The Committee report that in looking over the field of our Deno-
mination in the Provinces, there appears a great want of ministers
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to instruct and build up the numeroua churches which have as yet
no pastors, as well as to supply the many large and new fields which
are opening on every hand; and as the increase of the numbers of
those who minister in the Word is the prerogative of God, the Com-
mittee would suggest that this Convention should recommend to all
our churches to make it a subject of fervent prayer to Almighty God,
that he would graciously raise up and send forth Iahorers into his
vineyard 3 and that they also make immediate and diligent inquiry
among their young members, and wherever they find any young bre-
thren possessed of good moral character and sincere piety, joined
with good natural abilities, whose minds Gad has directed towards
that great work, that they afford them every encouragement that
the Gospel warrants to devote themselves to the service of the bles-
sed Redeemer in preaching Lis word: and as mental improvement
is increasing rapidly around us on every hand, the Committee would
earnestly recommend to all our young brethren who are now in the
Christian ministry, as well as all who are looking towards it, toavail
themselvesas far as possible of the means which, in the Providence of
God, are now afforded them of acquiring such an amount of useful
knowiedge as shall render them more efficient and useful ministers
of the word of God, The Committee also suggest that this Conven-
tion should tenderly but strongly urge on all the churches where
young brethrenare found whose spirits are panting for knowledge,
to assist them with books and such other menns as their circumstan-
ces admit, that they may eventually come forth into active labor as
‘“ able ministers of the New Testament,” *“rightly dividing the word
of Truth,” and as ** workmen that need not be ashamed” :

which report was received and adopted.

The Rev. William D, Fitch presents the report of the committee
on the present state of religion in the Provinces, which is as follows :

The Committee report that from all the information they can gain
in reference to this subject, there appears to be a lamentable’decline
in Bible religion throughout most of the churches ; and they would
recommend as a means calculated to restore them to a better condi-
tion, some special efforte at improving the ministry in holiness and in
knowledge, together with a careful attention to the simple injunc-
tions of the Bible. They also recommend that aspecial day be
named for simultaneous fasting and prayer.

. This report was received and adopted, whereupon it was

Resolved, That the churches be recommended to observe the
first day of January, 1848, as a special season of humiliation and
prayer.

k H‘-—

\ Rev. D. W. C. Dimock reports from the committee on Sabbath

chools as follows:
That although Sabbath Schools are acknowledged to be important,

et there is evidently a two general apathy on the subject; and also,
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in many instances a state of inefficiency arising from a want of in-
formation as to the best means of conducting them. The Commit-
tee, therefore, think that this Convention should take some definite
action on this subject, and recommend that the Rev.Samuel Elder
be requested to address, as soon as he conveniently can, the Baptist
churches in the three Provinces, through the pages of the Christian
Messenger, on the subject of Sabbath Schools, in such a manner as
he may judge best suited to awaken, interest, and arouse to action
in regard to this important means of Christian instruction :

Which report was received and adopted, and the Rev. 8. Elder
thereby nominated to prepare such address.

James R. Currey, Esq. presents the report of the committee on
Temperance, which is as follows :

The Committee have to regret that the cause of Total Abstinence
has made but little progress in Nova Scotia for some time past, but
have the pleasure to state that in New Brunswick dnaring the last
twelve months there has been an awakening up asto the importance
of action in this great and benevolent cause. That a large number
of Societies have been formed, that persons have been engaged and
paid by these Societies to lecture in different parts of the Province,
and thatthe result has been hopeful and salutary—that the numbers
added to the pledge are constautly increasing—that many persons
raised from degradation and the very gate of ruin, have been restor-
ed to the bosom of society, and placed in the field of usefulness.
But after all that has been done, the gigantic Foe in both Provinces
18 yet unshackled ; guarded by the customs of society, and armed
by the law of the land, he, without fear or dread, commits the most
violent outrages on all classes of individuals from the highest to the
lowest ranks; the committee would therefore recommend that this
Convention would consider the Temperance cause as an auxiliary
with other moral institutions in the advancement of the great cause
of Redemption, as well ag in the alleviation of human suffering—and
in order to carry out this glorious moral reform, the committee fur-
ther recommend that this Convention should advise as the duty of
all Baptist churches and Baptist ministers in connexion therewith,
to listen to the cries of suffering humanity, and aid in saving from
that awful, yet common death—the death of the Drunkard—their fel-
low human beings. The committee would also recommend that the
committee appointed by the Associntion last held in Nova Scetia, te
bring the subject of Temperance before the public through the me
dium of the Christian Messenger, be requested by this Convention
to engage there'n without further delay.

The report was received and adopted.

The Rev. I. E. Bill reports from the committee on Union Socie:
ties and Quarterly Meetings, as follows :

The committec regard Union Societies as admirably adapted ¢
systematize the benevolent operations of the Denomination. T
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success which has attended the labors of the respected brethren who
have been engaged in the formation of these Societies, indubitably
proves, as the committee conceives, that the churches have only to
be enlightened on this important subject, to enlist their Larmonious
co-operation in the advancement by this means of the kingdom of
Christ. The committee would suggest to this Convention the desi-
rableness of continuing the labors of their brethren in the formation
of these Societies, until the entire field shall be explored, and Union
Societies established in all the churches in the three Provinces em-
braced in this Convention,

In the judgement of this committee also, Quarterly Meetings oc-
cupy a most important position in the system of means employed for
the growth of the churches. They think they are well calculated,
when properly conducted, to secure the united action of the Baptist
body in all those measures 1n which we are enfaged, and as such
should be punctually attended by ministers and people.

T'his report was received und adopted.

Rev. S. Robinson presents the report of the committee on Amend-
ments, as follows :

The Committee on amendment of the Constitution of the Conven-
tion, recommend the following alteration thereof':

Ist. That the business of the Education Societies and Domestic
Missioas in all the Provinces, be added to the objects row under the
direction of the Convention.

2nd. That the Boards appointed annually by the respective As-
sociations for Domestic Missions in each Province constitute a Gen-
eral Board of the Convention, totake charge of the Objects of Do-
mestic Missions under their direction.

These articles were unanimously adopted, and are now therefore
a part of the Constitution of the Convention.

The committee also recommend that the following Brethren
constitute the Board of the Convention, to take charge of the matter
of Education, viz. T. S. Harding, Joseph Crandall, E. A. Crawley,
John Marsters, John Pryor, Charles Spurden, Isaac Chipman, W.
B. Kinnear, 1. E. Bill, Samuel Elder, James R. I'itch, Samuel Ro-
binson, William Jacobs, E.D. Very, J. W. Johnston, Alex’r McDon-
ald, J. W. Nutting, William Hall, N. Vidito, J. T. Smith, Charles
Tupper, Z. G. Gabel, James Mosher, and S. W. Babbitt.

Also, that Brethren John T. Smith and E. D. Very be associated
with brethren Isaac Chipman and 8. T. Rand, of the committee ap-
pointed by the Nova Scotia Baptist Association, to carry out the ob-
Jects of the Conveuntion in regard to the subjects of Baptist History
and Statistics :

which recommendations were adopted and passed by a resclution

"They also recommend that each church, Union, or other Socie

ror Body, entitled to send Delegates to the Convention, do here
ter forward letters by such Deleguies to notfy their appointment
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Also, that a discretionary power be vested in the Convention to
invite brethren present at their meetings, not sent as delegatr.s, to sit
in council with them :

which recommendations were also adopted among the bye laws of
the Convention.

It was then

Resolved, That the present officers and Board of Directers should
be continued with the addition of the Rev. A. McDonald in the place
of the Rev. J. Mills, deceased.

Also, that the Board for Foreign Missions should be continued,
to meet as before at Horton.

Also, that the Board for the control of the fund for infirm and
superannuated ministers should be continued, and that the Rev. I.
E. Bill, and Brother D. €. Landers, members of that Board, should
receive and decide applications for relief within Nova Scotia, to be
duly reported from time to time to the whole Board. 'The Board to
meet as before at St. John.

Also, that the Boards now created for Education and Domestic
Missions, may meet at sueh time and place as they shall agree upon
among themselves; or otherwise, shall meet at the same time and
place a# the Convention shall be next held.

Resolved, That the next meeting of the Convention shall be held (D.
V.) at Fredericton, and that the Rev.[.E. Bill be requested to preach
the opening sermon; and in case of his failare the Rev. W. Burton.

Resolved, T'hat One Thousand Copies of the minutes of the Con-
vention be printed, and that Brethren Crawley, Ferguson, and Nat-
ting, be a Committee to superintend the printing and distribation
thereof. After deducting what may be needed for Prince Edward’s
Island, the remainder to be equally divided between Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick.

Resolved, That this Convention interpret that part of the Consti-
tution which authorises churches to send delegates to this body to
mean that if members of any church contribute to the extent there
stated, such church is entitled to send a delegate or delegates as
there specified.

Resolved, 'T'hat this Convention tender their grateful thanks to the
friends in Nictaux and the vicinity, who have so kindly and hospita-
bly entertained them, and beg leave to express the high gratification
they have enjoyed in meeting with their brethren in this elegant and
commodious Building, which does so much credit to the taste and
munificence of this society, and they would further beg to offer
their congratulations to the church and congregation at Nictaux on
account of that proficiency in the noble art of sacred music which
has contributed so largly toenhance the enjoyment and devotional
feeling of the deeply interesting session which is now closed.

Prayer by the Rev. Dr. Crawley. Beoediction by the President.

[ This day commenced with preaching by the Rev. W. Hall of New
Brunswick.]
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APPENDIX.

Report of the Board of Foreign Missions for the year ending
September 25th, 1847,

0

The year just expired, although not marked with much incident,
is or;e which nevertheless calls for devout gratitude to God who has
mereifully continued to sustain our beloved Missionaries with a good
degree of health, and to prosper them in their laborious efforts in
preparation for usefulness among the heathen of Burmah by a dili-
gent study of the Durman language.

Several letters both private and official have been received from
Mr. and Mrs. Burpe, aiways breathing a spirit of pious cheerfulness,
and with small exception conveying the important intelligence that
the usual inroads of the climate of that country on the human con-
stitution had as yet in their instance been greatly withheld.

As this report may possibly become to some extent useful as a ve
hicle of Missionary intelligence, the Board will indulge in large ex-
tracts from the correspondence of our beloved missionaries, which
will either tend to shew the cheerfulness and activity with which Mr.
Burpe regards his work, and ranges over the boundless field of la-

ur around him, or otherwise to communicate information on in-
resting and important facts.

A'letter was received by the Treasurer of the Board in Halifax,
ated at Akyab in July, 1846, from which we make the following
xtract :—

““When I last wrote to the Secretary of the I'. M. Board I was
quite in doubt as to what would be my future field of labour, and
though I am not now fully decided, yet thinking I can discover the
finger of God pointing out the people for whose benefit 1 should la-
bour, 1 feel it to be important to give you without delay all the in-
formation I can. In previous letters I mentioned a tribe living some
three or four days’ journey norih of this city on the Kaladan River,
and on its various branches, called Kemees. '1T'he banks of this no-
ble river are lined with Burman villages as far up as the mountain-
ous districts, and then commence the Kemee villages. 1 have seen

large numbers of these people within a few months past, and from
what I can learn from those that I have seen, I think they are a very
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numerous people, and all seem anxious to Liave teachers come among

them. They sav, ‘We will all listen.” The brother of the Great

Mountain Chief visited us about a month ago. He seemed very an-

xious to have teachers come, and said if you will come we will build

vou a Zaayat. 'Cliese people were visited a few years ago by Bre~

thren Stilson and Kincaid. Bro. S. remained about three months

among them, and gathered a large number of words and phrases

which will be a great helpin acquiring their language. Previous to

hro. Kincaid’s visiting them, he received a petition from them signed!
by the Great Mountain Chief and 13 petty chiefs. In the petition

are mentioned the numes of 273 children, whom they wished te place .
in School. When it was decided that brother Stilson would remain

a while with them, the Chief said it ¢ gave hiin more joy than thous

sands of gold and silver; if we have the knowledge of God, I shall

die in peace.’

When I received the invitation to which I have referred from the'
Chief’s brother, I felt as if God called upon us to do something for
these poor people, who say ¢we have no books—no religion—and
no God.” Being unwilling to make a demand upon you for more
funds, at least until after I had visited them, and feeling very danxious
to do something as soon as possible, 1 thought it best totry thé hen-
evolence of the Commissioner, and the other Officers on this Station.”
I did so, and succeeded beyond my most sanguine expectations.’' ' 1
at once obtained a subscription of 700 or 800 rupees, and if ‘I am
only able to get suitable persons for School teachers and preachers,
I think I shall succeed in getting 1000 rupees, or £100 sterling, dur-
ing the year. My design is to send among that people a Burman/
preacher and a School teacher as soon as the rains will permit.  A¥
many of the Kemees understand the Burman language, 'we hopd
with the blessing of God throughk that medium of communication,
that some may be bronght to the knowledge of Christ. At the com~
mencement of the ¢old season, should my life be spared, | purp’baé
to visit them and put in practice, tho’ in an imperfeet way, it' must
be, what we used (o sing at home, ‘On the mountains let nmie labot,’
&el’ i

““ O could you look upon this desolate field—this land of darkness
and death—could you see, as we daily do, multitudes of human”
beings marching onward with one unbroken front to the hrink of end®
less wo, I know you would feel, I know you would not forget your’
pledge. Let ussuppose that in all Nova Scotia there was only one’
minister of the Gospel. But that is too large a supposition/ Let us
commence with Halifax. Among all its numerous population thereié¢
only one minister, one Sabbath school, and a few Christinns<-now’
look eastward, and as you pass through Truro, Pictou, Amhérst;sind
the many large populous districts in that direction there is not one mine
ister to be found,~—look west, and let your eye nass through Windasor]
Horton, Cornwallis, Aylesford, Nictaux, Wilmot, Bridgetown, Dige
by, Yarmouth, and all around to Liverpool, and there is'nol one’ mins
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ister to be found. No, there is only one in all Nova Scotia. Sup-
| pose this to be a fact, how would you feel, my brother? DBut I ask
| not how—I know you could nottell. But such is the situation of this
| , Province, which contains many more souls than N. 8. if not double
the number. In this city there is only one missionary (bro. Ingalls)
who understands the langnage of the people. 1 look south for han-
dreds of miles, and as 1 pass through Ramree, Kyouk, Phyoo, San-
il | doway, and other populous villages, I cannot find a single missionary.
| I look east, and trace along the great Yoma Mountains, covered
with wild people who never heard of God, or of his dear Son, and |
cannot find one missionary to lead them to Christ. 1 look north, and
! follow the windings of the great Kaladan, which extends for hun-
| ’ dreds of miles (perhaps) until it reaches Assam, and among the
\

thousands, yea tens of thousands, if not hundreds of thousands, who
inhabit its banks, and the banks of its tributary streams, and not one
missionary is to be found to throw the light of the gospel upon this
| moral desert! No, there is only one in all the Province, and in the
adjoining Kingdom of Burmah there is not one missionary. Could
‘ my brethren see this, I know they would not reget their pledge to
God. I know they would not rest until it was fulfilled.
. In this City, there is a loud call for help: here thereis work e-
nough for three or four missionaries. Bro. Ingalls does what he can,
\ with the aid of his assistants, to supplv the calls of vne Zayat, but
his strength will not permit him to preach every day, nor the whole
of any one day. Three or four of such Zayats might be built with
great advantage in this city, to be attended by as many missionaries.
We want more help. Shall we have it? Tell me, can I in the case
of an early death, believe my place will be speedily supplied ?
4.8 Among the young brethren at Acadia College, is there not one wil-
’ ling to forego the delights of home to preach Jesus to those who
| never heard of Him? None among all the beloved young men in
. N.S.and N. B. whose hearts yearn with undving compassion for
hese benighted ones 7"’
Up to the month of January or Fehruary of the present year our
issionaries had continued to make the city of Akyab their station-
y home. A missionary teur had been performed by Mr. Burpe to
andoway and Ramree, on the South Eastern Coast of the Bay of
engal; a tour up the Kaladan River, a large stream which enters
e sea at or near Akyab, had been performed ; important pecuniary
istance had been, as we have seen, obtained by Mr. Burpe from
ind friends in Akyab, towards the establishment of schools among the
emees on the River Kaladan; and both Mr. and Mrs. Burpe had
ade respectable progress in the Burman language, so that Mr.
urpe had begun to attempt communication with the natives in
ir own language; and thus far the probability seemed that some
t of the province of Arracan would have afforded to our dear
ds a permanent residence. In the mean while, however, letters
ived from the American Missionaries in the Tenasserim Pro-
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vinces, pressing some considerations which seemed to entitle that
ceuntry to a preference, induced Mr. Burpe to request the Secretary
to correspond with the American Board, in order to ascertain whe-
ther they would feel willing that he should labour in that quarter.

This request was complied with, and the result was a letter from
the Rev. Mr. Peck, offering to give up the station at Mergui to the
Missionary Society of these Provinces, in consequence of their sole
remaining missionary, Mr. Brayton, being under the necessity of
retiring from this position from ill health.

A copy of this letter was duly forwarded to Mr. Burpe, and as it
appears by a subsequent communieation, has had, together with other
considerations, the effect of deciding him at length to accept the

offer of the American Board, and assume Mergui as the station of
his permanent labours.

The Board extend information on this important movement in Mr.

Burpe’s own words. In the letter last mentioned, addressed to the
Secretary, under date of February 20th, at Maulmain,—

“ Your letter of the 29th of September, (writes Mr. Burpe)

came to hand October 25th, just a day or two before I proposed

to leave, and did leave for a visit to the jungle. In this visit
I learned enough of the Kemees to feel a good deal of reluct-
ance in giving them up as a field of labor. Thev are a very
interesting people, and I doubt not, could considerable efiort
be made for them, the laborer would soon witness happy fruits
of his toil. A missionary could not however with plensure devote
his life to that people without making some exertion to give them
books. This was the turning point with me. Against this vou had
advised, and however interesting the field may have appeared to me,
I could not aesume the responsibility of acting contrary to your ad-
vice. I found also that Brethren Vinton and Ingalls seemed to be
rather more in favor of my geing to Mergui. 1In my last visit to the
Kemees, I established a school in order to teach them to read, &c.
in the Burmese language, and was much delighted with the earnest-
ness manifested by the boys to learn to read. You are aware that
I had got up a subscription at Akyab for that purpose. 1 may just
mention that the umount which I collected was a little more than
£50 sterling. 'The balance which remained after building a Schocl
House, &ec. I paid over to Bro. Ingalls at Akyab, who 1 trust will
continue the School, and hope that God ere long may bring some o
these poor children of the mountains to a knowledge of Christ.

And now, dear Brother, it may almost be decided that the whole
of the Mergui Province ia thrown at your requestinto your ow
hands. Brother Brayton is now here on his way to America on ae
count of Mrs. B’s illness. Bro. Peck said, in alluding to that cis
cumstance, * Your Society would then have entire possession. *“ Ei
tire possession.” In the name of God, and in the name of the N.

No 1 will not: 1 d

and N. B. F. M. Society, shall 1 takeit?
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'not assume such a responsibility, until I know what is your deter-
mination in‘regard to sending another. Bro. Vinton says one will
not do—two will barely suffice. Bro. Ingalls says the same. Will
you send another ? You have sought after afield ; doubtless you
have prayed to God to open up a field for you. He has heard your
prayer and opened a coor, but the door is wide, and it will require
an effort to occupy it.  Will you occupy it? DBear with my interro-

| gations. | assure you they proceed from a heart deeply anxious.
One is not sufficient for Mergui, and if vou cannot send another
missionary now or very soon, wounld it not be better to unite with
the American Board? o think of sustaining a distinet field with
! but one mission family, is absurd. 1 do notsay call me home again.
| t do notsay 1 am sorry I am here, but this 1 will say, had | known
as much when at home as I donow, 1 would not have left without
another to accompany me, or without the firm persuasion that ano-
ther would soon follow. One cannot be in this country long without
feeling the importance of going forth *“two and two’ as the Saviour
sent his primitive disciples.”

|

T

The Board have the satisfaction to state that by a private letter
from Mrs. Burpe, dated April 5th, they have learned the happy ar-
rival of our beloved missionaries at Mergui. I'rom this letter they
are permitted to make the following extract :—

"+ You will be prepared to hear of our arrival at Mergui from my
husband's letter to Mr. Crawley, written at Maulmain. He would
mention all the circamstances that influenced us in taking this step,
and we can now say, that we feel asif God had been directing us in

ur way, and had introduced us in his own time to that very field of

bour, that we ourselves, and the churches at home, have always
hed us to occupy, that is, a mission among the Karens. We now,
the first time since we have been in the country, feel our-
es really at home. Formerly there wasalways some doubt before
minds, as to where we should ultimately settle, now we feel as
at point was determined as far as human arrangement goes, and
willing as long as God sees fit to spare our lives, to remain here
labour in His cause. We trust, however, that we shall not do
ong alone, surely they will send us one associate soon to asgist
ccupying this large field.  What our feclings of delight would
on welcoming some one from our native land, you can more
ily imagine than I can express. Are therenotany in preparation
. We sometimes sit and talk about it, till we almost persuade
elves there are, and that what we so muck wish is really the

w for a word about our new home. We live in a delightful
the pleasantest situation (we think and it is the opinion of
thers) in Mergui, about half a mile from the Native Town
ar. Our compound includes perhaps some three or more
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acres.  The house is built in the centre, on the top of a lull, and
the ground slopes gradually on both sides.

Mergni is delightfully situated on the sea coast.  The native
town is built at the base of a high hill which risesabruptly from the
gea. From its summit there is a beautiful view of the Town, Harbor,
and Ocean. 'I'he formeris sheltered by a large mountain Island
lying opposite to the town. It isaplace of no commerce, and the
only shipping are a few Chinese Junks. 'T'he Steamer coming in is
quite an event—and when the time to expect it arrives, it is looked
for with no little anxiety. There are but few English Inhabitants.
The Assistant Commissioner, who is a kind of Deputy Governor,
one or two officers, and a doctor, comprise the society.

We Lhave not as many conveniences for housekeeping here as at
Akyab, but there are enough to make us comfortable and happy.
We always enjoy more or less sea breeze on this hill, and have a de-
lightful view to look out upon. All we want is tosee the cause of
God prospering, and our health so prepared by the influence of His
Holy Spirit as to be able to work effectually in the vineyard God has
placed us in. We arrived too late 1o go into the jungle this season,
but have had visits from a number of the Karens. Many promise to
come into school in town during the rains. 1 hope to have a female
school also at that time. We now are engaged with a teacher stu-
dying Karen. 1tis avery great assistance to us having some know-
ledge of Burmese, though 1 fear from the fact of many of the Ka-
rens understanding it so well, we shall lean too much to it in trying
to talk with them, &c. As far as we have gone, 1 should say it is
not as difficult alanguage as the Burmese. There are a few sounds
which an English person finds almost impossible to pronounce at
first; indeed many have never been able to acquire them ex-
actly.”

The Convention will now perceive that Mr. Burpe is at length
permanently located in a Missionary field, in which his labours will
not cross the path of any other missionary disconnected from this
Convention, which was an object thatalways seemed highly desirable
as tending to uniformity of action and concentration of interest,
and in this, as in so many other respects, our Heavenly Father has
thus far heard our prayers, and crowned our labours with success
But it must be admitted that success increases obligation, and it ne
doubt will be with thrilling emotion that the Convention regard th
earnest appeals mmade by Mr. Burpe, both to their reason and the
Christian feeling, on the subject of an increase of the number
laborers in this arduous field. One missionary alone, amongst hu
dreds of thousands of immortal souls! One missionary alo
amidst all the casualties incident to a clhimate in which health is

preearious, aud friends and counsellors so remote, is too ineonsis
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"with botli the principle and the letter of the Saviour’s example in
' sending the first Missionaries two and two, from village to village,

amongst their own countrymen, in the populous districts of refined
and cultivated Judma, and in close neighbourhood to his own per-
son, to suppose that such isolatiou of our beloved Missionaries can
be permitted long to continue. The Board are resolved, with the
aid of the Holy Spirit, to make it a matter of earnest and increas-
ing prayer, that adoor may be opened and a way prepared for the
carly appointment of another misrvionary family to join Mr. and Mrs,
Burpe; and they would take this opportunity of appealing earnestly
to all their brethren throughout the Provinces who may have as yet
but feebly conceived the magnitude of their obligations in this mat-
ter, to awake from their slumber.

Let him on whom the spirit of the Lord may appear to have a-
lighted marking him for this important and interesting field, stand
forth"and confess his willingness—nay his desire, to be thus devoted
to his Master’s service. Let the people remember, that their fields,
their houses, their cattle,their money are not theirs, but the Lord’s;
and let all remember, especially, that the objects of Christian bene-
volence in which we are engaged cannot be separaved ; each is es-
sential to cach and to all. One may favor Missions abroad ; another
Missions at home ; a third may feel a deepinterest in Education, and
especially ministerial Education; a fourthin some other object. But
these are but parts of the great system of instrumentality which the
,ord has called into action, and of which the whole needs to be faith-
illy and religiously worked in order to the success and healthy ac-
on of every part: and while, therefore, the Board remember that
ey are the constituted Guardians of the Foreign Missionary move-
ent, they cannot but perceive that a mere sudden and impulsive
sh to this quarter with the aid of contribution and of prayer, while
her quarters of action, no less necessary, are pronortionably de-
ted, would argue but ill for final success.

We want a union of prudence with devoted zeal, and a great en-
gement of both. For this the Doard waits with the strong hope
tina short time a general activity prevailing throughout the
le of our denominational operations, will designate distinetly
rrival of the favoured moment in which they may without rash-
¢s | golemnly engage themselves to the support of a second Mg

\X 5 ; and 1n the meantime they earnestly call for information
W m individuals themselves, who may hope they are called to
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Foreign Missionary labour, as well as from those acquuinted
such persons, so that the Board mny with calmness and pray
fulness be prepared for a wise selection; and in regard to il
they are happy to he able to remind the Convention that they at
sustained by the well known wishes of the Associations of both Pre
vinces, that of Nova Scotin having placed on their minutes an e
pression of similar views; and, accordingly, this Board are no
pnr!u_':-lly engared i making the necessary ﬁrepnralimu for send
ing anothe: missionary so soon as (1 may e proper to do so,

From the ‘I'reasurer’s nccount appended to this Report, it will
be seen that there is a considerable sum of money in hand beyond
the demands hitherto made upon the Committee; fully equal in
nn.mc.mt,|u-rh:n|:.-, to cover the outfit and year’s salary of another
Missionary family, It must be remembered, however, that this
abundance of funds has arizen chiefly from aceunmulation before Mg
Burpe went abroad. 'romn the best information this Board ca.
now uld:lill. it would appear that the anvual mecome 1o be counted
upon from Nova Scoua, New Branswick, and Prince Edward’
!h!illl(l, Il'llll.'.“h‘ the recemly formed Umion Societies shall hlrgel
inerease ity is not more than £.905 an amount considerably les
than the proposed tnerease of Missionaries would require 3 and, how
ever desirable 1t moy be deemed o send another Missit:nnl'y’ sucl
I erease must be hased on a more enlarged annuul cuutrilmm;n t
this objeet to justify the measure on the ground of prudence

All which 1s respectiully subminted, .
By order of the Board,
E. A. CRAWLEY,

SECRETARY.
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# ' The Baptist Foreign Mistionary Soviety in ast. ik J. W. Nutting Treasurer.
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E. E.
J. W. NUTTING,

TrEASURER,

LN L £ Tsv.
l / P.Q To phting Notioeo to Churches respecting Union Socie-
110} ¢
Publullm - 1650 Co ies of Report for 1846, covenng,
stitchin forwardmg, &e., . 24| 0/ 0
remlttedql E. Burpe since lutpubluhed Report co. | 159{10) 0
Articles purchased and forwarded to Bormah per order
Mr.and Mrs. Burpe, . : 12/ 0/ 9
Paid Deputation to N. B. omuted in 1845 2111/ 3
Printing, stitching, &c. Report for 1847 : : 2 7. 6
Cash lost on return from Auociahon in June. 1844 not
beéfore charﬁ : 32/ 0/ 0
Foteign and Home Poutq-eo', Parcell, &c., 3 16] 0
| 25015/ 6
—*Balan¢e Lo .redit of Society, 371| 9| 4
£G21 41104
Bo’tul Foreign Hummwy Society in act. mth J. W, .Nuttmg, Treasurer. Cr.
- £ |s.|p.
By Bulance per last published Report, 344| 2|2}
“ Amount of subscriptions, &c. received up to this date, | 287 2| 8
£631| 4]104

1st. Oct. 1847,

. POP-SY Ay > |

~*One Half-year's Salary due, to be remitted to Mr, Burps at the closs of the vear,




