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< .- DESCRIPTION.

- oF 'rnz B
* CHARACTER, MANNERS, AND CUSTOMS, .}
oF THE

 NORTHERN INDIANS, - °

 of their; face,; while. the other, atthe
oment; Will exhibit a significant smile. . False
these. people;. that if the governor-paid attention to them.

1, the whole tribe of Northern Indians would make &
' ‘ tinging furs to purchase.

whenever it is in their powen, and take every method te
A : S




" Dispositions and Habits - '”“‘-;; wE
‘ ove}éeach ‘them. .They will disguise their Ppetsons, ;nd )
change their names, in-order to defraud them of their
. lawful debts, which they are sometimes permitted to
- contract at the ‘Hudson’s Bay €ompany’s Factory.
Nor is there any way of rendering a Northern Indian
either servicable to himself and the Company, but by
- keeping him at a distance ; for the least-indulgence, or
" apparent partiality, renders him indolent and trouble-
some, and puts him upon contfiving: ~miethods to tax -
the - generosity .of those who *have any’ dealings with
" him. _ But with all these bad qualities they are the mild-

Tiot, or any ‘violence beyond bad langa 2ge. . And, not-
o ing they are 80 covetous, and pay o regard
. to private:propi but: tike-every “advantap oof jmdity -

strength torob th ir neighbours; not only of thiei

IR M‘qunﬂ’gq”'s’uﬂg

goodsy - . B .
but of their wives; yet, et their losses raffioits be ever - "
- S0 great, they never seek agy otherteve; e than that'
of wrestling. Murder is ‘seldom heard gf.am brige
, " A murderer i&zv‘sﬁuﬂn‘e&;:aﬁd,ﬂw{e}d.: ‘

| orty Tndians the men are'v
.~ lous of-their wives, andthe same-spirit probably

. e ifito his
wives, a3 he always- assumes 1 sameauthomy over:
them that the: master of ‘a family in ‘Europe - usuall
“does over hisdomestic servants. T e Ry
- The Northern Indians; living in- such-an-inhospitable o
- part of the globe, are; for -want- of firing, obliged teeat. T
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.. . of the Northern Indians. . B
their victuals guite Taw) particularly in the summer :
geason; custom, hoWevEr, renders this practice rather
- pleasant than otherwise to them,. for when they make
a pretence of dressing it, they seldom warm it through.
Their extreme poverty will admit but few of them to
purchase brass kettles from the Company, ‘'so that they
are still under the necessity of continuing their original
mode ofiboiling their victuals, in large upright vessels
made of birch-rind. -~ As these will not admit of being
exposed to the fire, the Indians, to' supply.the defect,

soon occasions, it 10 beil; and, by.a succession of hot
stones, they continue_the. process as long 28 it is peces-
sary  to-

eookery, though expeditions, is atiended ‘with a great
evils the vigtugls which. are thius prepared are full of
- sand ;- far. the. stones #re. pot_only liable to shiver to

]
mixing with the vietqalsmhich&&;’-b?ﬂd init.. - - .

. Fhe mast remarkabl diﬁb,amm,%lﬂlﬁ'tﬁ?ﬁsﬂ In-
Jians, 15 blopd mi¥ed with the balf-digested food which -

“sufficient” quantity of watelh to wmake i of the consis~
tence’ of pease-potiage. “Seme fncly .shred fat, and
scraps:oficender fesh, Bret chewed by the men and boys,
ardsp f0. ‘break the glebules that coptainthe fat, ave
ith it To. Tender this dish more palateable,

o o method of -mizing the blopd. with tfie con-

*which puts the whole intg a state of fermentation
¥ andgivesit sych an agreeatile acid 1asie, Ahag. i35 as-
" serted by Mr.. Heame, was it pat for prejudice, it might
Yo eaten by thase whe bave the nicest palates

7 Young calves, fawns, heaven,. &g, taken

. heat stones red-hoty and put them into the water, whick™

complete the operation. This " method of o

 piecss, but, being of gritty. nature, fall to p massof
E 2ok ravel-in the _kettle, which cannot be prgvggquvf;om E

- found i the dger’s sjomach, apd. boiled up with.a™

et of b, siomach i the pauach Fiself 9nd BAIEIOE
3 wp'inthe beacand: ;smgg of the: fre for sexeraldays,




o 4 " Boats, Sledges, te.
bellies -of

E Iy_oi'thér_til sé;@lcmcﬁts,.. that,’g 2‘.‘\ shes to know
* what is - gog b must live with the Indiang:?. -

w-.. thern Indians,

¥ the Boats, Siedges, Temss, and Rinploymenta of the Mo,
fsomefre'sembiance_f
tomed; with straight

Sharp ‘at. each end, but the stern-is
as there' the baggage 15 getierally
R ) “second -Person, who always lies

‘an Indian in winter; it i first’ ne
2'diy level picce of ground, whi his

5 by thrusting a ‘stick” through the sno down

th; “ail over the- proposed part. ~ The smow is




/

: Boat.;, Tents, &c.. qf~3h?--‘1pdians.. Y%

" then to be cleared awayy in-a circular form, to the very

Eu- §moss, which is cut up and removed; to prevent:any ac~

_are Jcident by meahs of fire. Poles are afterwards procuredy
‘rom, § two of which are tied together near:the top, then raised

“the § erect, and their lower ends extended as wideasthe propos=
now § ed diameter-of the tent ; the other poles are theniset round
. § at-equal.distances: from - each other; ‘and ingsuch “order

[ that their Jowér ends form:a complete : ciréle, which

for-. gives boundaries _to . the. tent on.all sides; the cloth -

- . § which resemblesin shape a. fan mount inverted, is then ’
nce” § putiround the: poles in such a munner, that the twd’
zht [ edges lap over, and - form-a door: tosthe: leeward. : But

‘is 1 ifthe tentis intended for. long residence, the door isal-

Hy § ways made to face the south. A small bole-is leftat
ies the tep, to serve the: double purpose: of chimney -and
ise window. ~The fire ismade on the ground-in- the centre;
wo and the -remainder.-of the. floor i$ covered all over with ;
R small branches of the pine tree, which serve for ‘seats’ | %

andbeds. - o0 0T letin e Tl
The real wants of the - Northern. Indians ‘are, few, and
easily supplied; a. hatchet,. an :ice~chisely & file, anda
knife,are-all-that-are required  to . enable: themy witha
little industry, to procure.a. ‘comfortable - livelihood 3
and: those who endeavour to: possess more are-always -
the most uihappy, and may,. in fact, be called the slaves.

- and, catriers: tocthe-Tests - .. -
e the chiarmis to barren states assign'd, S

Their wants but few, their wishes all confin’d ;.
¥et, It themi‘only ‘share the praisés due,
1 fov their wants, thieir pleasurés are but few;
0o For every want that stimulatesithe breast -
.- Becomesa source. of; pleasure when redrest. &
ST B i 2 N AATRER N . "2 . GOLDSMITH,

¥ gk

 'The first employment to which the Northern Indians
ave accustomed, is that of angling for fish under, the iee

in winter, which requires no othe# process than cutting



AT

Employments of the Indiang, .
rourtd holes in the ice, about a foot or two i diameter, § fa-
and letting down a baited hook, which is always kept f§ th
in motion, not only to prevent the water from freezing, § th
‘but because it is found the best means of alluring the f§ th
‘Bish to the hole. - _ ,

© Another method catching fisheis by setting a net

1any i : - will
be sufficient to stretch the net to its full iength,. The
Het is then easily secured, by means of a line and poles,-
under- the ice, till they search it for fish, which they de
by opening ealy the two end. holes, - the line is veered
away by one-persen, and the net -hauled from-under
the ice by another; and afier the fish are taken out, the
Ret 15 readily hauled back to its former station; and se-

. [nd
v an g o ow e M O O3

The method which the Indians make usc of for catch-

ing, or, as it is termed, hounding deer, deserves to be

- or-wide river; ora barren plain, itis the ‘more . adapted
- for the purpose; and if the path runs: ‘thmnghacinstler
of ‘woods, " capable of affording materialy for building
the pound, it adds considerably to the -commodiousness )
ofthe,situaﬁqp._ S L el
~The pound js byilt by making a strong fence with @
bushy trees, without regulasity, apd continued to any -
- extent, at the pleasure. of the bailders; ‘§ome are more
than a'mile in circumference. The door ®r enirance -

isnot larger than a commen gate, and the inside is so
- erowded with small counter hedges, as to resemble a

' maze; in every .opening of which is. set a snare, made

“ with thongs of -deer-skins well twis ‘tegether, which -

 are amazingly strong.  One end of the snare is made




er,

AL ]

| from ’:ﬂﬁg&iﬂ@»}éi’"ing@pbkg over the fence, while:the.

* get behind them, _then step forth to-open- view;: and pro-
ceed towards the. pound in the form of acrescent. The-

Employments of the Indians. 7
fastto a polé; of. a-sigéand Jength. sufficient to. prevent S

the deer dragging jt-far before it gets. entangled among
the other woods, which are all left standing, excepting
those that are. necessary - for making the fence,
hedges, &c. - SREREERAE: S i =
. The pound thus - prepared; arow of . small brushwood:
is stuck up inthe snow on -each side of the.door or. en~

trance, continued along the open- part of the lake, TiveTs

or plain, and ranged: in sucha manner as to form:two .
sides of a lopg acute angle, -growing gradually -wider

pound, which sométimes. is ‘not. lese, than twoor ¢

D iles, while the deer’s path s exactly alang the: midd .

between the two Tows: of brushwood.: Indians émploy-

ing ‘to- the _pound ;-and when they seeany deer going:

that ‘way, DACD, ,w_omeix, and children walk along the

lake or: river side,.under cover- of the “woods, till- they

tmorous deer finding themselves pursned; -and at the
same time ‘taking the: two' rows:-of ‘brushy- poles to be
two tanks of people . stationed -to’ ‘prevent their passing.
on. either side; run-straight, forward in- the path tilk
they'get into the pound. - Thus enclosed; the women

- and children - walk ‘round the pound, to prevent them

. en’ aré:3:g;hpibye¢&?in ‘spearing such as-are entengled

in the: snares;. and dhooting’ with bows and arTows those

which. remain:loose: in -the posnd.- - This method of

huming: is sometimes s0- success 1, that many families-

subsist by it, without having occagion to move their

tents above once oF twice during the course of a whole

winter. ~This' easy. way: of procuring “a- conifortable -
s S B

ry

in proportion to. the-distance: they extend from _the”

LN I -
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dipted o the ruppuitof e aged st infim.
e —"oft(w};-h%'eazb:mtfgz‘ﬂ{exI%m;n._

l In this, as in most uncivilized countri 8; the principal

ﬁ;odamﬂ\clﬂhmg only.s?hgse wemen are the mildest
and ‘most. virfuous of the Females’ among the tribes of
. ‘I‘\‘,ll “(a~ ) ’ n +3 17T

ng state ini whith the Northern Indian
women - are kept, cannot be- exhibited in any way
stronger éhan by observing the. method of treating them
“at ‘meals, theugh custom makes it sit Tight on those
© whiose Tot” it is to beap it When the men Kift‘any- beas,
- the women are sent to bring it to’ the tent, by whom
overy operation of splitting, drying, pounding, kc. is
pe:‘grmed - The women cook the VI%uds,dl::f, though
. ofthe highest rank, they are’ never- permitted: to. par-
take of it 6l all ‘the males, even the servants, have eaten:
. what they think Proper; and: in: times of ‘scar.i:i'pg,“it is
frequently their lot to.be left without a single uiorsel;
and- should they be 'detected . in helping ‘themselves:
during the business. of cookery, they would be ‘subject

| maitenance i e winter month; thi, is woridsry Hy well
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of the Inkabitants Qf Qonalashka. 9 -

7e“" to a severe. beatigg; and be considéred afterwards,

through life, as t}amingf forfeited their character. ‘
From the most laborious duties the women are not
exempted, even in those times when nature calls loudly

¥ for rest, and intermission from fatigue. Immediately

after child-birth they are forced to the performance of
all kinds of services, in the same way as if nothing had
happened. ¢ Women,” said one of the Indian chiefs,
% were made for labour, one of them can carry or hauly
as much as two men ; they also pitch our tents, make
and mend our clothing, keep us warm in the night;
and, in fact, there is no such thing as travelling any con-
siderable distance, or for any length of time in this coun=
try, without their assistance. 'They are, besides, main-
tained at 2 very trifling- expence ; for as they always
cook, the very licking of their fingers in scarce time is
sufficient for their subsistence i ’ :

Here all the geatler morals, such as play

Through life’s more cultur’d walks, and charm the way ;

These, far dispers’d, on tim’rous pinions fly, -

To sport and flutter in a kinder sky. GoLDSMITH.

—— PG

PESCRIPTION OF THE caAnMi'rzi, MANNERS; AND CUS-
fT0oMs OF THE I‘NBABITANTS OF OONALASEEA AND
NOOTEA SOUND.

i

s Casaon AR

i e PR
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Tae native inhabitants of Oonalashka are, to allap="
pearance, a Very peaceable, inoffensive race of people: St

and, it is said, that in ‘regard to honesty they might
serve as a pattern to the most civilized - nations.
They have theirown chiefs, and seem to enjoy liberty

and property Wwithout molestation from the Russians,

with whom they live in great harmony, though it isevi-

dent that they have been subjected to them, and are now :

probably their tributaries.
A warlike breed. They the glebe
Have never turn’d, nor bound the golden sheaf .
With limbs inur’d, to ev’ry maniy toil. - GLGVER®
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es, Qsévex;g}pf which
te apartments, “where

y - lamps,
n and . attri-

-hills, and l‘vﬁlﬁ'e:’bver"‘théf'ggavc“’a-
; but if the grave be by the side of the
' Toad, a heap of stones is raised over it, and every one
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S gid Nootkd it
23ds a stone to the heap. This will .
arance of several .stone mounds,
2 : ,‘;mglvhaverthe-

who passes by it~
account for the .app :
that seem (o have been artificially ¢
appearance of great entiquity. L ‘
The inhabitants of Nootka Sound are quiet: and -
peaceable ; they are rather reserved than loguacious ;
and, in their highest paroxysms of rage, they havé nei-
ther strength of language, nor significancy of - gestures
sufficient to express their anger.. T heir public orations
consist of short sentencesy or single words, forcibly re-
peated in one tone of voice, ‘aecompanied by a single
gesture appropriated to cach expression. <
" From their exhibiting human skulls and bones to sale,
there can be little .doubt butithat they treat their ene-
mies with the most_brutal cruelty ; nevertheless, to.Eu-
ropeans they appear docile, courteous,. and ‘good tem-
pe.ed; quick-in resenting injuries, and as quickly for-
getting them. They seem.to. be actuated in:no degree -
by the principle of cuzio hich is so prédominantin
most other nations.® Few.of them expressed-any meti--
nation to examine things with which they -‘we i
and which, to persons not entirely devoid
excite considerable astonishyment. . If
the articles that they knoware suited
they are satisfied; ‘and to obtain these

DONAT, 4 smsmi -

e af

»

guainied,
curiosity, would
they can procure

ilgpuad

they manifest dispositions to rog
can seldom repress. o E

- The only inhabited partsof the. Soundare two vil-

" lages, whi
sand souls.
at nearly equal di

- being the largest;
gling houses at eac
_may be called, are made
testing upon the edges of each other, tie

‘ B2

SHATEILRE DO o8

The houses cousist of three rows, ‘placed
star.ces behind each ather, the front “Tow
besides these there are a few strag-
hend. These buildings, if such they
of very long and broad planks,
d in different

T, e

to their wants, ; ,
uery, which their virtue

which are supposed to contain about. two thou-

e

Lo .
B e osa i L
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12 Qf the Inhabitanty v Ny !
parts with the withes of the pine-bark: On the outside
there are slender- Posts, placed at;cwerable distances
from each other, to which the planks:; e fastened, and
there are some larger poles within placed aslant. These
habitations have no regular doors, and can be only en-
b ¢ made by the unequal length of the

- planks. I the same way holes are left in ‘the sides of
the house, whi h serve as windows, but they are very
irregularly disposed, without attending in the least to

with such accuracy as to inter-

ceptthe sight. On the sides of the houses benches are

Taised about five or six

the floar, covered with mats, on which the family sit and
sleep. The fire-place, which has neither hearth nor
* chimney, is in the middle of the floor.
‘The mien are chiefly employed in fishing arid killing
-animals for the sustenance of their families; but the
women occupy themselves in ; :
ments, and in curing ‘fish, which consist
+ dines and herrings, ~Which they carry

their houses. They also goin their smal cuntoes, ivhich

they: manage- very dexterously, to gather mascles and

other shell-fish. In this, as in most other ‘uncivilized.

nations, there ‘is no respect or attention ‘shown to the

“Wwomen.on account of their sex. The men never offer

to assist them in, or relieve them from their most labo-
rious employments, g

inches higher than the rest of _

- N e e gy
o i S b B30 5 S e
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Character -of the Canada Indians. 1B
: - Needy, yet in scorn
Rejecting labour, wretched by their wants,
Yet profligate throug% indolence, with limbs.
Enervated by sloth, their minds corrupt.
Gro VER.

§ This disregard to decency is wholly confined to the
§ men, the women being always decently clothed, and
# behaving with that propnety .which is so becoming their

¥ sex. ’ p )

———.“——-—- :

§ DESCRIPTION OF THE CHARAC I‘ER, MAN\ERS, AND CUS-

TOMS OF THE FIVE INDIAN NATIONS OF CANADA.
Of their general Character and Money.
HE Five Nations consist, of as many tribes, united by

asort of confederacy, and without-any superiority of the
one over the other._ The names by which they are

# known to our  countrymen are, Mohawks, Oneydos,
4 Onondagas, Cayygas, and Sennekas.

Eachof these nations_ is an absolute republic by itself;
and every castle in-each nation makes an independent
state, and is’ govemed in all public affairs by its own Sa-
chems. The authonty of these rulers is gained by and
consists wholly in the"opinion that the rest of the na-
tives have of their wisdom and mtegmy Force is ne-
ver resorted to for the pnrpdse f executing their reso-
lutions...- Honour and esteem are their principal re-
wards; and shame the only pumshment.

The natives of these tribes think themselves by nature

supenor to the rest of mankmd, and -assume a title

which, in' their langiage, denotes their - pre-eminence. -

This opinion of their supposed excellence they carefully
infuse into. the minds of their children, which inspires
thgm with that courage, which has been so terrible to
all the nations of North America, and which renders
them thewbjects of fear among the neighbouring Indian
nations, from whom they receive a yearly tribute. Two

F .
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14 Conventions, Method of making War, isc.

of the Sachems go about to reccive this tribute, whicil§

is paid in wampum, the current money among the In-

dians. Wampum is of two k-nds, white and purple : the
white is worked out of the inside of the great shells into|
the form of a bead, and perforated, to string on leather ;§
the purple is taken out of _the_'iﬁside’ of the muscle shell ;

they are woven as broad as one’s hand, and about twol
feet long ; these they call-belts, and ;»gi’m:,and‘rcceive

them at their treatfe;‘asthe seals of frlendship R for' les-

ser matters a single string is’ given. Every bead is of
known value, and a belt of a less number isg made tof
¢qual one of a greater, hy fastening so many as is want.

ing to the belt by a string.

It is seldom for the sake of tribute that the Indians
make war, but from their notions of glory, which they
have. strongly irprinted on their minds. The F iveNa-§

tions, in their love of libert » and their country ; in their
‘bravery #h battle, and their constancy -in enduring tor- ;
‘ments, equal the fortitude -of the most celebrated Ro. |

mans.

ment of Prisoners. ™

Affairs of importam:e which concern all the Five Na- §

tions are transacted in a general meeting of the Sachems, &

which is held near the centre of their country: - but |

“When they treat with -the British, the meeting has been

commonly held at Albany. They strictly follow the |
maxim formerly. used. by the Romans to encrease their g

strength, thatis,. they encourage the people’ of other na-
tions to incorporate with them ; - and when they have
subdued any people, after having satiated their revénge
by a few examples, they adopt the rest of their captives
as subjects and friends, ¢steeming and treating them in
€very respect as themselves. :

When any of the young men of these natins have 2

Qf their Conventions, Methog of making War, and Treat- |
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among the Canada Indians. is5

mind to signalize themselves, and to gain a reputauon
= among their countrymen, by .some great enterprize
. against an enemy, they at first communicate their de-

if these fall in with the plan, an invitation is made

on dog’s flesh. When the company are assembled, the
promoters of the enterprize set forth the undertaking in
the best colours they can: they boast of what they in-

ment are considered as having enlisted in the cause.

The night before they set out, they make a grand feast,
to which all the-most celebrated warriors of the nation
are invited; at this entertainment they have the war-
dance to the sound of a sort of kettle-drum. The war-
riors are seated in two rews in the house, and each rises
up in his turn,and sings of the great actions which he
has himself performed, and the deeds of his ancestors;
this is always accompamed with a dance, and _the per-
sons present join in a chorus. - They exaggerate the in-
juries they have at any time received from their ene-
mies, extol their own glory, and by these means work
up the spirits of the whole part) to a high. thch of
warlike enthusiasm.

They come to these dances with their faces painted in
2 frightful manner, which is also the case when they go
L0 war, in order to make themselves terrible to their
enemies. On the next day they march out with much
formahty, dressed in the finest apparel, and in their
march observe a profound silence. The women follow
them with their old clothes, and by them they send
back their finery in which they marched from the castle.
Before they leave the place where the clothés areé ex-
changed, they always peel alarge piece of the bark of
some great tree, upon the smooth side they draw figures

sign to two or three of their most intimate friends; ap#

© their names, to all the young men of the castle, to feast

tend to do, and incite others to join, from the glory that .
£ is to be obtained; and all who partake of the entertain-
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16 Religion of the Canada Indians.

of their canaes, and ‘emblems of the,nations@gainst
which the expedition is designed. R
" ~When the expedition is over, they stap at the same
#Macein their return, and -on’ the same, “or anidjoining
“5:48%e; they figure, in their rude Style of painting, the re-
Silt of the warfare,-{henumberpf the enemy slain, and
prisoners taken. These. trees are the annals: or rather
the trophies of the Five Nations; and by them ang
their war songs they preserve the history of their great
echievements. . = - - USSR
After their Prisoners are secured, they never offer
. themthe least ill treatment ; but, on the contrary, wili
rather starve themselves than suffer them to want, They
are presented, when they arrive at their journey’s end,
1o thos¢' who have lost apy relation in that or any for-

mer enterprige. ' If the captives are accepted, there is
 end to all their trouble ; they are dressed as fine as
- possible, are made absolutely free, except to réturn to
their-own country, and enjoy afl the privileges “the
Person bad in whose plce. they are accepted. Those
- of them- who have not the good. fortune to iasure the
affections of the victors are given up to satiate their re-
venge. -
TgheAhospitality of the Indians is no less remarkable
than their other virtues: as soon as any stranger comes,
they are sure to offer him victuals, If there be' several
in company, arid they come froma considerable distance,
one of their best houses is fitted up for their entertain-
ment. Their civility extends to the furnishing the guests
with every. thing that they suppose wiil be agreeablé to
them, S e T o s
v Qf their Religion, _
It has been a matter of considerable doubt what re-
ligion these. tribes of Indians profess : they have no kind
of public worship, but do net seem deficient in the be-

A e A



Inhabitants of North dmern'ca."‘ 17

R e of a Supreme Being, whom they consider as the pre-
ne @ S€rver, sustainer; and master of the universe. Some of .
1w their funeral rites seem to be formed upon the notion of
'e. | afuture state of existence. They make alarge round -,
nd @ hole, in which the body can be placed upright ; it is then
er @ covered with timber, to support the earth which they
ad [ 18y over it. They always dress the corpse in all its
.a¢ @ finery, and put wampum and. other things in the grave
with it ; and the relations do not suffer grass to grow on
er B the tomb, but frequently visit it with lamentations. .
5 - They are superstitious in observing omensand dreams;
.y M they seem to stand in great awe of the owl, and - are
7{ highly displeased if any person imitate the hooting of
r i thatbird in the night. We are informed by an officer,
s who was witness of the scéne,'ghat a boy of one of the
is westward nations having- died, the parents made a re-
o i gular pile of split wood, laid the bedy upon it, and
& burntit; while the pile was burning they stood .gravely

was consumed, they gathered up the bones with many
tears; put them into a box, and carried them away.
——— ; G——
DESCRIPTION OF THE CHARACTER, MANNERS, AND
CUSTOMS OF THE INHABITANTS OF THE UNITED
STATES OF NORTH AMEHICA.
Of their Persons and general Character, ‘
HE great and sudden variation of the weather affects
Tvery sensibly the health of the inhabitants of the Uni~
ted States, as they are not sufficiently careful to guard
against its vicissitudes. ‘People become oid in America
sooner than in Europe. Upon females the influence of
the climate is still more sensible. When young they are
generally beautiful, and more particularly so at Philadel-

TG emw WP

looking ony without any emotions of grief, but when it .

phia: butafter twenty years of age they begin to Tose
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18 - Character, . of the Inkabitants.

their fresh colour, and at twenty-five some of them might

be taken for Europeansof forty. Thereare some instances,

nevertheless, of matives who have lived to a'great age, to
. that of 70, 80, and 90 years, with remarkable health and
‘spirits. o o '

'The number of children which die in infancy is pro-
‘portionably ‘greater than in Europe. ' Colds, hooping-

coughs, and disorders of the throat and bowels take off
. great multitudes. = ‘ ‘

The manners and domestic economy of the inhabitants
differ only in a few trifling shades from those of Great
Britain; for although the population is composed of ad-
venturefs from every natidn in Europe, the original
settlers being principally English, te their customs and

. manners,. as well as laws and language, ‘successive
_emigrants have conformed in a great degree. . The
possession and usage of slaves, have introduced  the
only considerable difference, that commands the attention
of a traveller, and this difference is most observable in
“the southern states. L o :

The traits of character common to all are an ardour
for enterprize, courage, an high $&nse of liberty, and an
advantageous opinion of themselves. Habifuated to bu-
siness from their infancy, having for the most part made
their fdrtjgne' by thefr ‘labour; - industry is not become re-
pugnant even to those in the most easy circumstances:
while they wish to” enjoy the- sweets of life, they do not
regard them as absolute wants ; they know how to dis-
pense with them, andto quit them, whenever their in-
terest requires it ; they can forget them whenever-a re-
verse of fortune takes them away; and they know how
to Tun aftér fortune when she escapes them, for the desire
of riches is their ruling passion. .

Tt has been ‘asserted that the New World could not

Produce genius 'andkta'.lents like the Old, which has been

-
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effectually controverted by a multitude of examples of
men, who, without education, have invented and con-
structed works, particularly in mechanics, worthy of the’
best workmen: in Europe. It is, however, certain that
the number of men -distinguished for science and ‘lite-

rature is proportionably less than in the nations of Eu-.

rope : the mieans of instruction are less complete ; and

the ways of acquiring wealth, or a competence, more nu- -
merous and casy, which will account for their inferiority

in literature to the Europeans. - . :
Literature and the Sciences have met with considerabl
public as well as private encouragement. Granfmar
schools, academies, colleges, and universities, are found-
ed in several districts of the Union, and many of them
are-endowed with liberal funds by the State Legislatures.

The principal universitiesare that of Cambridge, in the’ .

state of Massachusetts, and those of New-York and Phi-
ladelphia.- ~ ~ . . . o

‘Education is generally modelledafter the system adopt-

ed in England. - In'most of the eminent public semina-
ries, as well as in many private schools, Latin and Greek,
and in seme few of them Hebrew, are taught; together

with the more fashionable modern languages of Europe..

Mathematical and philosophical studies are also encour-

. aged. - The principles of English grammar are taught

with a peculiar attention,- in the most common English

. scheols.  “Female Academies and Boarding-Schools meet

with” extensive patronage-in ‘all the principal States;

some of them contain no less. than fifty or sixty boarderse.

ey

Nor is the education of poor children neglected. In somé~

parts of the Union there are public funds appropriated to

it

defray the expence, and in othiers it is paid by a general ’

tax on the people. There is no part ‘of the ‘world, per-

~ ‘haps, in which more money has been expended in the ed-

- acation of black childreri. The ‘compensatiog: ‘paid to
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éo . Character, tzc, of the Inhabitants. N

tutors of virtuous character and adequate talents is very
liberal in all the principal cities. Some of them have
.. been enabled thereby to save a comfortable independence,
before old age has overtaken them. In the villages, and
among the farmers, the remuneration of teachers is rath-
cr scanty. o
. All the classical authors in the English language, and

- some in the Greek and Latin, have been- reprinted in
America, and many of them with great elegance and cor-

, rectness, Some prose-writers. of conspicuous merit
bave-arisen in the United States; but poetry has not been |
cultivated with equal success. Litera}:y,_socigties publish
“their lucubrations ; while Magazines and ‘Newspapers
without Aumber, . .contribute’ to, the diffusion of ysefiil
~ knowledge ; though it must be confessed that the latter
~ *_are too much devoted to the disseinination of factious prin-
- ciples and a party spirit._ L e e .
- “I'he most common vice of the inferior class: of the,
American people.is drunkenness. - The use’ which they
make of spirituous liquors, in preference to those of beer,
cider,and wine, greatly aids this disposition. ‘In other
respects there are certainly fewer crimes committed in
 America than among an equal number of people in Eu-
‘rope ;- and the cause of. it may be found in the €asy. cire
cumstances of the people, the first source of the morali-
“tyof nations., Assassinations are not uoknown, but they
are very rare ; and<thef1;s,' ‘especially in the country, are
not frequent, though public confidence be the only safe-

guard of property. - Forgery.is, on account of the ‘great

quantity-of paper-money, perhaps the’most-commt?n‘ of-
fence against the well-being of society. But this. evil

was_very .inconsiderable, before their establishment of
numerous public banks. . . , AR

_ Although the Americans are eager in getting money,

yet they are by no means avaricious, ' Without profuse-

ness; or forgetting the interest of their families, they




are very generous to the unfortunate, and hospmble to
the stranger. ‘

America, has an entire liberty of conscience. There
.are, however;some States in which the constitution re-
qun-es every citizen, entemng upon the leglslatxve or ex-
ecutive  function, to swear,. ¢ that he believes in one
God, in a future state of rewards and punishment; in the

professes the Protestant religion.” -

The inferior classes of workmen, down to those whe
labour in the ports, do ot appear to be so rustic in Amer-
ica, as they generallyare in the Old World : they are
much better paid than workmen of the same class in Eu-
Tope; by whxcb theéy are ‘enabléd to live well. There is

day, and drink teaor coffee ; ; the proverbial wish of hav-
ing @ cfucken in the fot is more than accomphshedm
Amenca. The shopkeeper and the artisan live much
better here than in Europe ; ‘and the table of a famﬂy, in

the large"t wns of Ameﬂca. o
~ Though_ there be no distinctions acknowledged by the

land-owners, physxcmns, and clergy, form ‘the ﬁrst class,

selves by the day, by the month, &c.

yet, except the labourer in the . ports, and the' common
saifor, every one calls himself, and is styled by others a
gemleman. ‘The white American is ashamed of the’ sit-
uauon of a domestic, so that there are. compax‘anvely

O AR A eI ERUIE - PR ST AN R BEITIRI S SR SRarC e epper- S MR
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‘ Every private mdmdual in all the United States of -

-scriptures of the Oldand New Testaments, and thathé'

hardly a laboux-mg famﬂy which does not eat meat twicea

easy circumstances, Iivmg upon theiri income, 4s not bet- ‘
ter served in England and France than the mechamc 1s in

law in the United States, fortunc and the nature of | pro-
fessions form different ¢lasses._ The merchants, lawyers, = i

farmers and amsans may be mcluded in the mtmd and . ‘

In pubhc amusements these classes do not mix ; and .
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very few native Americans in the state of domestic sgr-
vants. The class of servants is composed of Irish, Ger-
mans, negroes, and mulattoes ; and as soon as the two
first have acquired a little money, they quit that station,
and establish themselves upon land or in a small trade.
But it is not so uncommon to see young women of good
families in the situation of servants during their youth.

In dress the English fashions are as faithfully copied as
possible.  Their houses, their furmtute, their carriages,
are all English. The cookery is also English. There
are great dinners, numerous tea parties, and some few
societies. 'Tea assemblies are a fund of amusement for
the ladies. Balls and plays are much frequented.

The women every where possess, in the highest de-
gree, the domestic virtues; they have more sweetness,
more goodness, at least as much courage, but more sen-
stbility than the men. Good wives and good mothers,
their husbands and their children engage their -whole at.
tention, and tbeir household affairs occupy all their time
and cares; destined by the manners of ‘their country to
this domestic life, their education is formed to suit their
expectations or prospects.

The Americans marry young : the occasion which the
young men have for a wife to assist them in their labours
conduces to early marriages, and greatpurity of manners.
But the wife who dies is readily replaced by another.
She is a necessary friend, and the very soul of the fami-
ly ; she is an indispensable resource for Gomestic affairs :
she is an assiduous companion, and renders home pleas-
ant in those parts of the country where nelghbours are

very scarce, and where the children soon qmt their pa-
ternal abode.

The Religion of the United States s the Christian re-
ligion, without any peculiar power. or privilege annexed
to'any of its iumerous sects. The Federal Constitution
" is entirely silent on the subject of religion. Every man
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is a.dmlssxble to office'in the General Government, that is
duly qualified in other respects. No evil hath yetarisen_
from this universaltoleration and equality. On the con-
trary they have exhibited to the world an incontestable
proof that civil government. may be supported, without:
the aid of an established church. Religious rancour,
the’ general consequence of rehglous disputes, is hardly -
. known in thesc regions of universal toleration. No man
reckons himself bound to extirpate the weeds from his—
neighbour’s garden.  All that is noxious of this kind is
left to Gob, the % Goop HusBANDMAN,” to destroy,
when and how to his mﬁmte wisdom it shall seem most
meet.—Of the various religious societies, scattered
through these extensive territories, the Presbyterians
and Congregauonahsts are perhaps the most numerous,
There are many large congregations of prscopahans,'
_Frxends, Baptists ;. but the Methodists are the most
growing sect ; because perhaps then' preachers are the
most zealous labourersf : -

bEScnxpirxox OF THE CHARACTER, MANNERS, AND CUS-

" TOMS OF SEVERAL TRIBES OF INDIANS ON THE
 NORTH-WESTERN COAST OF AMERICA.

of. the Stave and Dog-ribbed, and Beaver Indians.

THESE people are u&, meagre, and an xll-formed

race, pamcularly about thelegs, which by their babitually

almost roasting themselves by the fire, are genemll‘}r
covered with scabs. Many of them appear tobe in an

unhealthy state, owing probably to their natural filthiness.

They are of moderate stature, and of a fairer complexion -
- than the generality of Indians who are natives of warmer
climates. - =

"+ The men have two double lmes, either black or blue,‘
‘tattoeed: upon each cheek, from the ear to-the nosc.
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24 Of the Dog-ribbed and Beaver Indian.

The gristle of the latter is perforated to admit a goose
quill, or a small piece of wood to be passed through thé

" erifice. Their clothing is made of the dressed skms of

rein-deer.
Their lodges are of a very “simple” structure: a féw
‘poles supported by a fork, and forming a semi-circle at

. the bottom, with branches or bark for a covermg, con-

stitute the whole of their native architecture. They
build two of these huts facing one another, and make a
fire between them. They make theit own nets, and

weapons for hunting, such as bows, arrows, spears, dag-
gers, &c. Their canoesare sma]l, pointed at both ends,
flat-bottomed, .and covered in the fore-part. They are
rnade so light that the man whom one of these vessels
bears on the water, can, in return, carry. it over land
without dlﬂiculty

" When the father of a family takes a ]oumey, he cuts
off alock of hair, and having divided it into several
parts, he fastens one of them to the hairon the upper
part of his wife’s head, blowing on it three times with
all the violence in his power, and uttering certain
words. The others he fastens with the same formali-
ties on the heads of his children. ,

Several tribes of the American Indians conclude

_every business, however serious and important, by danc-

mg,mwhmhi—/old and young join, till their strength is

_exhausted : this exercise tlm accompany with loud

imitations of the various hoises produced by the rein-
deer, the bear, and the wolf. ‘
- M they are unwilling to perform any task demanded

_ of them, - they will all, at one and the same moment, pre-
“tend to be sick. Sir A. Mackenzie, speaking of these

people, observes, that he was under the mnecessity of
'shooting one of their dogs. When they heard ‘the re-
port of the pistol, they were seized with. a ~general
alarm, and the women took their children on ' their
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backs, and ran into the woods. The woman to whom
the dog had belonged was very much affected, and de-
clared that the loss of five children, during the preced-
ing winter, had not affected her so much as the death
of-this animal; but her grief wasnot of very long du-
ration ; a few beads, &c. soon assuaged her sorrow ; but
as they can without difficulty get rid of affliction, they
- can with equal ease assume it, and feign sickness if it

be necessary with the same-versatility. 7

They are afflicted with but few diseases, and their
enly remedies consist in. binding the temples, procuring
perspiration, singing, and blowing on the sick person.
‘When death overtakes them, their property is_ sacrificed
and destroyed; nor is there any want of lamentation 4nd
weeping on such occasions ; the near rclitions blacken
their faces, and sometimes cut off ‘the hair, and pierce
their arms with knives ‘and arrows. The grief of the
females is carried to a still greater excess: they not.
only cut. their hair; and cry and howl, but will, some-
times, with the utmost deliberaton, employ sharp in-
struments to separate the mail from the ﬁngex', and
then force back the flesh beyond the first joint; which
they immediately amputate.. But this extraordinary
mark . of affliction is only displayed on the death of a
favourite soh, an husband, or a father. Many of the
old women have so often repeatéd this ceremony, that
they have not a compl%ger 1ift on either hand.
The women renew their lamentations at the graves of .,

their departed relations for a long" succession of years. f
Sir A. Mackenzie gives a_pleasing picture of the hos-

pitality of some of the American Indians. ¢ My men,”
says he, © were anxious to stop for the-night; indeed,
the fatigue they had suffered justified the proposal; but

the anxiety of my mind impelled me forward; they con-

‘tinued to. follow me; till T found myselfat the edge of
the woods ; and, netwithstanding the remonstrances that
. N % e
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26 " Hospitality of the Indians.

were made, I proceeded, feeling rather then seeing my
way, till I arrived at an house, and soon discovered se-
veral fires in small huts, with people busily employed i in
cooking their fish. I walked into one of them without
the least ceremony, threw down my burden, and, after
shakmg hands with some of the people, sat down upon

. They received me with no appearance of surprize,

. but soon made signs for me to go- up to the large house,

which was erected on upnght posts, at. some distance
from the ground. A broad piece of timber with steps
catin it led to the scaffolding even with the floor, and,
by this kind of ladder I entered the house at one.end ;

and having passed three fires, at equal distances, in the
middle -of thé building; I was recelved by several peo-
ple, sitting upon a very wide board. I shook hands

vnth them, and- seated myself beside a man, the dig- '
mty of whose countenance induced me to give hun thdt
plefel ence. I soon discovered one of my guides seated
a little above me, with a neat mat spread betore, him,
w‘uch I supposed to be the place of honour, and ap-,

: propx iated to.strangers. ‘In a short time my people ar-

rived, and placed themselves near me, when the man,
by whom I sat,. 1mmed1ately rose, and fetched, from
behind a plank of about four feet wide, a quantity of
roasted salmon.  The same plank served also as a skreen
for the beds, to which the women and children were al-
ready -retired, The sxg%ﬁ our:protector: seemed .to

'denol.e, that we might sleep in the house, butas we did

not.perfectly understand him; I thought it . prudent,
from_the fear of giving -offence, to order the men to
make afire without, that we might sleep by it. When
he observed our design, he placed boards for us, that we
might not take our repose on the bare ground, and or-
dered a fire to be prepared forus. - We had not. been
long seated round i, when ‘we received a large dish of-

- salmon roes, pounded fine and beat up with water, so as
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e have tilze appearance of cream. Another dish scom
followed, the principal article of which was alsc salmon-

roes, with a large proportion of gooseberries, and an -

herb that appeared like sorrel. Having been regaled
with these delicacies, for such they were considered by
that hospitable spirit which provided them, we laid our-
selves down to rest, with ne other canopy than the sky,
but I never enjoyed 2 more sound and refreshing rest,
though I had a board for my bed, and abillet for my
pillow.”

- These people mdulge an extreme superstition respect-

ing their fish, as it is apparently their only animal food.

Flesh they never taste; and one of their dogs having
picked and swallowed part of abone which we had left,
was beaten by his master till he had disgorgedit. One
of Mr. Mackenzie’s people having thrown 2 bone of the
deer in the river, a native who had ebserved the circum-
stance immediately dived and brought it up, and hav-
mg consigned it w0 thefire, instantiy promded to wash
his polluted hands.

T of t}xezr Treatment of the Sick.

& Atan early hour this morning,”’ says Sir A. Mac~
kenzie, ¢ I was visited by the chief, in company with his
on. The former complained of a pain in the breast;
to relieve his suffering, I gave him a few drops of Tur-
lington’s balsam, on a piece of sugar. When he had
taken my medicine, he requested me- to follow hini, and
corducted me to a shed, where several people were as-
sembled round a sick man, who was another of his sons.
They immediately uncovered him, and shewed me a
violent ulcer in the small of his back, in the foulest
state that can be imagined. One of his knees was
afflicted in-the same manner. This unhappy man was
reduced to a skeleton, and from his appearance was
drawing near to an end of his pains. They requested
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28 . Their: Trearment of -the Sick.

that I would touch. him, and his ﬁxther was very urgent
with me to administer -medicine; but he was in so dan-
gerous a state, that' I thought it pl‘udent to yield no
farther to-the irportunities than to glve the sick person.
a few-drops of Turlington’s balsam in some water. .. I
therefore left them;-but was soon called .back by ‘the

-loud lamentations of the women, and was rather appre-

hensive that some inconvenience might result from my
compliance with the: chief’s. request.. .On. my return I
found the native physicians busy in practising. their’
skill and “ait on ‘the patient. They blew on him, and
then whistled ;; at times they pressed their ‘extended fin-
gers ‘withiall their “strength on his-stoihach ;: i they- also
put: their - fore-ﬁngers -doubled " into’ his “mouth; * -and
spouted water: from~their own "with: great wiolence into
his face.’To support ‘these ‘operations- thie" wretched
sufferer was ‘held ‘up in a sitting: postitre;_-and - ‘when
they were conclided, he ‘was laid down and ‘covered
with a new robe miade of the skinof Iynx. T had ob-
served that his belly and breast were covered with scars,
and I understood that they were caused by a custom
prevalent among them of’ applymg ‘pieces of lighted:
tonchwood to their flesh, i m ‘order to ‘relieve pain or .de-

monstrate their . . courage... "He' was now, placed. on~a
broad plank, and carried by six men into the woods,
wherel was mv:ted to accompany them. I could not
conjecture ‘what would be ‘the-end of this ceremony, par-
ticularly, as 1 saw one man,carry fire, another an. .axe, -
and a_ third. dry wood. I _was, indeed, dlsposed to- sus-

pect thax, ‘ds it was their custom to burn the dead, theyA
intended to relieve the poor man from_ his pain, and. per-
form_ -the séd last duty. of surviving affection. -“When
theyhadadvanced a short distance -into the wood, they
Iajd him: upon a clear spot, and kmdled a fire against
his back, the physician then began to scamfy the ulcer
with a.very blunt instrument, the cruel pain of “Which
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operation the. phucnt bore with incredible resolut‘on 3
but he survxved ita very short time only.”

Of t!ze ansteneuux Fndians.

These people are spread over a vast extent of coun<
try. - T heir language is the same as that of those who
inhabit tfe ‘coast of British America on the Atlantic,
with the exceptxdn of the. Esquimaux,.and continues
along the coast of Labrador : and the gulph and banks .
of St. Laurence to Montreal. . .

They are of moderate stature ‘well propomoned, and’
of great activity. ‘Both'sexes mamfé‘stadxsposmon to

- pluck the hair from every part “of the bodg1 Then-:
eyes are black, and penetratmg ;7 their’ countenance:
open and agreeable and “it is a principal object of their’
vanity to give every possbxle decoration to their per-

_sons. A material article in their toilettes is ‘vermilior,
which is contrasted thh ‘their native. blue, .whxte, and
brown earths, to which' charcoal is frequent}y added“

* Theirdress is simple and commodious. Thexrhead-‘
dresses are composed of the feathers of thé" swan, the_
eagle, and other birds. The teeth, horns," and ¢laws. of

- different. ammals are also ‘the .occdsional ornaments of o -

- the head and " The making of every article of . |

dress’ belongs 10 the ocoupauon of the females, who, s
though by 1o means inattentive to ‘the decoration of R
their “‘own- persons, appear ‘to’have a still geaxer degme. .
of pride in attending to the appea('ance ~of the men,
whose faces are pamted thh more carc tha.n thosre of i
the'women. = ~ C

“When ayoung man: marnes, he nnmeﬂlately goes. ta

. live with the father and mother of the wife, who ,

him as aperfect stranger, il after the  birth of h1§'x:~s e
child: he ‘then attackies’ ‘himself more to them than’ hxs g
own parents, and his wife no longer gives him any other )
denommauon than that of the father of herchild:
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30 Of the Enistenesux Indiens.'

The funeral rites begin, like all other solemn ceremeo-
nials, with smoking, and are concluded with a feast.
The body isdresssd in the best habiliments possessed by
the deceased, or his relations, and is then deposited in a
grave lined with branches: some domestic utensils are
placedon it,and a kind of canopy erected over it. Du-
ring this ceremony, great lamemauons are made, and if
the departed person is very much regretted, the near
relations cut off their hair, pierce the fleshy part of their

“thighs and armg with arrows, knives, &c. and blacken

their faccs with charcoal. The whole of the property
belonging to the departed person .is desu'oyed, and the
relations take in exchange for the wearing apparel any
rags that will cover their nakedness. The feast given

“-on the occasion, which is repeated annually, is accom-

panied with eulogia on the deceased, and without any
acts of ferocity. On the tomb are carved or painted,
the symbols of his tribe, which are taken from the differ-
ent animals of the country.

If the tribe feel themselves called upon to go to war,
“the élders convene the people in order to know the ge-
neral opinion, If this be for war, the chief publishes
his intention to smoke in the sacred stem at a certain
period, to which solemnity, meditation and fasting are
required as preparatory ceremonials. When the people
are thus assembled, the chief enlarges on the necessity
of the measures proposed, invites those who are willing
to follow him to smoke out of the sacred stem, which is
considered as a token of enrolment. Every individual
who attends these meetings brings something with him
as a token of his warlike intention, or asan ebject of sa-
cnﬁce, which, when the assembly dissolves, is suspended
from'poles near the place-of council. i .

“They have frequent feasts, and parucular circum-
stances never fail to produce them; such as tedious ill-
ness, long fasting; &c. On these occasions it is usual




OFf the Kuisteneaux Indians, . k3

for the person who means to give the entertainment to
announce his design, on a certain day, of opening bis
medicine bag, and smoking out of his sacred stem.
This declaration is considered as a sacred vow that can-
not be broken. In the spring and autumn they engage
invery long and selemm ceremonies, when dogs are of-
fered as sacrifices, those which are fat and milk-white
are preferred; The scene of these ceremonies is in the
most conspicuous situation, i order that travellers may

be induced to make their offerings at the same.time. If, -

on any of these occasions, a person pass by, and be in
real wantof any thing that is displayedas an effering,
he hasa right to take I, provided he replacesit with
some article he can spare, though it be of far inferior
value ; but to take any thing wantonly is considered as
a sacrilegious act, and * highly insulting to the great
Master of Life,” to use their own expression, who is the
sacred objectof their devotion.

The séohe of private sacrifice is the lodge of the per-
son who performs it, which is prepared for that purpose
by removing every thing away;, and spreading green
branches om the floor. A new hearthk is mrade, and 2
fire lighied. The owner of the dwelling .remains afone
init; andhebegins the ceremony by spreading & mew
piece of clothy-on-which he opens his mredicine bag, and
exposes its contents, consisting of various articles. The
prineipal of themi is- a Kkind of household: godj which is
a carved: mage about efghtinches long, the object of
the mdost plous regard. DBesides this there is' his war-
cap, decorated with feathers, and a quill for every
enemy whom the owner of it has slain in battle. The
remmimrng contents of the bag are” piece of Brazil to-
bacco, several roots and  simples, which are in great
estimation for their medicinal qualities, and a pipe.
These articles being alk exposed, and the stem resting
upontwo forks, the mgter of thelodge sends for the
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32 Qf the Knisteneanx Indians. o~

person he most esteems, who sits down opposite to him ;
the pipe is-them filled and fixed to the stem.. The com-
pany assemble, and the most religious awe and solem-
nity pervades the whole. The assistant takes the pipe,
~whichhe lights, and presentsto the officiating person,
_who receives it standing, and .holds it between both
hands. He then turns himself to the East, and draws
afew whiffs, which he blows to that point.- The same
ceremony he cbserves-to: the other three quarters, with
his eyes directed upwards: he. then makes. a- speech to
explain the design of their beéing called together, apd
concludes with thanksgivings and prayers to the Master
of Life. He thén sits down and.the whole company
declare their approbation and thanks by sttering the
. word Ao with an emphatic. prolongation of the - last
S5 letters ol T
» . Theserites precede every matter of great importance ;
if a chief is anxious to know'the disposition of his.peo~
pleshe announces his intention of opening his'tredicine
bag, and smoking ‘the  sacred stem, and no man -who -
entertains a “grudge against any of the party. thus. as-
sembled can smoke with the sacred-stem; as that cere.
mony dissipates all difference, and ‘is:never - violated,
If a contract be entered. into and. solemuized by . the
ceremony of smoking, it never fails of being “faithfully
fulfilied. - XIf a person, previously to a.journey, leaves
... ~the sacred stem as a pledge. of his: return; no..censi-
deration: whatever will;y;gyep; -him_; from - .ex.ecuting',
~ hisengagement, .- o o L.l
_ The chief; when he proposes to make a feast, sends
. quills, or small pieces of wood as tqkens of -invitation to
such as he’ wishesto partake of it. = At the appointed.
time, the guests ‘artive, each: bringing a dish or platter,
and-a knify and take their seats on the side of the chief,
who receives them sitiing according to. their. respective
ages. The pipe is. st@n;ightcdfand he makes an equal
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Of the Knisteneaux Indians. 33

r .
_division of every thing that is provided. While the
company are enjoying their meal, the chief sings, and
accampanies his song with the tambourin, or shishiquoi,
or rattle. The guest who has first eaten his portion
is considered as the most distinguished person. If
there shouldbe any who cannot finish the whole of their
mess, they endeavour to preveil on some of thceir friends
to eat it for them, who are rewarded for their assist-
ance with ammunition and tobacco. "At these feastsa
small quantity of meat or drink is . sacrificed, before
they -begin to eat, by throwing it into-the fire, or on
the earth. . ‘ ) .
These festivals differ, according.to circumstances;
sometimes each ;an’s portion is no more than he can.
dispatch in a couple of hours, at other times the ‘quantity
is suficient to supzly each of them with food for a week,
though it must be devourcd in 2 day, It is then very
difficylt to procure substicutes, and the whole must be
_eaten, whatever time it may reqfffe. Great care is. |
%lways taken that the beoes may be burned, as«it would

be . considered a profunation were the dogs permitted
to touch them., " '

ol

Of t}zéiw, Chepewyan Indians.

“The -notion ' which these people entertzin of* the

_ creatiom, is of a very: singular nature. They believey
that at first the globe was-one vast and entire ocean
inhabited by no living creature, except a.mighty bird =
whose-eyes were fire; whose glances were lightning, and
the clapping.-of whose wings were. thunder. “On his
descent to the ocean,’ touching- it, the earth “instantly
rose, -and remained on the surface of the waters. ‘This
ompipotent bird then called forth all the variety-of ani-
malsfrom’ the earth, except the Chepewyans, who were
prodiced from a dog; which is the occasion &f their aver-
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" when the waters spread over the whole earth; ‘except

- into ‘another “world, where they arrive at- a large river,"
. on which they embark in a ‘stone conoes and that a
. - gentle current bears them on to an extensive lake, in
# . the cenire of which is a most beautiful island; and that
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. wardszenjoyed. by the good, znd eternally stryggling,
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~ Tinview of thisdelightfyl ahode,. they receive that judg-

:» Bo0d actions are. declared 1o 'predominate, they - are
- landed upan the island, Where there is no end 1o their

7 . balance, the stone canoe. .sinks at once, and leaves them

3z " Cheprewvyan Indigns.

- sion to th€ flesh of that animal, 8 wellas the people who
eat it. . ' —
This tradition proceeds to relate, that the great bird
baving finished his work made an arrow which was to
be pragerved with great care, and to remain untouched ;
‘but that the Chepewyans were so devoid of understand-

ing as to carry it away, from which time, the bird has
never since appéared. . :
According to another tradition, they originally came
from another country, inhabited by very wicked people;
and had traversed a great lake, which was narrow,
shaliow and full of islands, where they had suffered-- -
great misery, it being always winter, with ice and deep
~smow. They believe, also, that in ancient times their an-
cestors lived till their fcet were worn it with walking
and their threats with eating. They. describe a deluge;

the highest- meuntains, on_the tops of which they prc-
‘werved themselvesip. - .
- ‘They believe that immediately

e death they pass™

ment for their. conduct during life, ',-Whi@.h,; terminates

their. final state and unalterable “allotment. If their

@

happincss. But if their bad actions weigh . down the *
upde their chin in water; to, behold and regret the re-

but with upavailing endeavours to reach the blissful
islangd from which they are excluded fomever. - &
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Chefrewyan Indians, » .85

Among many of the Indian tribes, the small-pox is
of all diseases, the most fatal and destructive to life.
The melancholy -picture drawn by Sir A. Mackenzie

on this subject ust interest the feelings of every rcader.
possessmg but the slightest degree of humanity. . Speak--
ing of the attempt made by some Indian nations to ex<.
tirpate from their country the European traders; he,

says,

—¢ Nothing but the greatest calamlty ‘that could
have be n the patives, saved the traders from
destruction ; this was the small-pox, which spread its

destructive and desolating power, as fire consumes the .

dry grass of the field. . The fatal infection spread around

with a baneful rapidity which no flight could escape,’

and with a fatal effect that nothing conld resist. It
destroyed with its pestilential breath whole families a
tribes ; and the horrid scene, presented, to “those who

had the melancholy and afflicting oppormm ¥ of behold-

no' it, a combination of the dead, th g, and such, as

to avo:d the horrid fate of their fri arcund, ‘seemed
prepared to dzsappomt the plague of"xts prey by termma*-
ing their own existence.

«The habits and lives of these devoted people; whxch'

provided not to-day for the wants of. to-morrow, must
have heightened the pains of such an affliction, by
leaving them not only without remedy, but even’ with-
out alleviation. Nought was left thef but to subrmt
in agony and despair. -

' «To aggravate the pxcture, if - aggx‘avatton were

possible, may be added the ‘pitrid carcases which the

wolves, with a furicus voracity, dragged forth  from
the huts, or which were mangled within them’ by dogs
* whose hunger was. sa.txsﬁed ‘with theufisfigured remains

of their masters. ' Nor was it uncommon for the fathier

of a famxly, whom the mfecuon ‘had ~not reacﬁbd, te
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5o . Of the Alexicuns.

call them around him, to represent the cruel suﬂ‘cunfrs
and horrid fate of their xelaac,ns, from the inflsence of
some evil spirit who was preparing to extirpate their
race, and to incite them to baffic death, with all its
horrors, by their owa poignmards. At the same timne, if
their hearts failed them in this mecessary act, he was
bimself ready to perform the deed of mercy with his
. own hand, as the last act of his affection, and instantly

to follow them to the common place of rest, and refuge
from human evil.” ér
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- MEXI€EO. >

DESCRIPTION OF THE CEARACTER,) MANXNERS, A.\'D CcTUSs-
TOMS OF THE MEXICANS.

-

THE Mexxcans are of a good stature, genezal}v ex-
ceeding rather than falling short of the middle-size, and
well proportioned in all their limbs, they have good com-
plexions, narrow heads, black eyes, clean, firm, regu-
% lar white teeth; thick, black, and glossy hair. Their skin
: i5. of an olive colour. There is scarcely a nation upon
earth in which there are fewer persons deforined, and it
would be more difficult to find a"single hump-backed,
Jame. or squinting man amongst a thousand Mexicans,
than among'a hundred of any other nation. Their appear-
ance neither engages nor disgusts; but among the young
wumen.ef Mexico, there are many very fuir and beautiful.
The Mexicans have ever been moderate in eating
. but. their passion for strong-liquors is carried to the
gredtest excess. Formerly they were kept within
wounds by the severity of the laws, but now drunkenness
is unpunished, one balf of the people seem to have lost
their -senses, and. to, this. may be ascribed the havoc that
is made among them by epidemical disorders. * Their
understandings are fitted for every kind of science, as
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Marriages and Rites of the Mexicans. 5%
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facts have abundantly shewn. Of the Mexicans who
have "had an oppertunity of engaging in the “pursuits
of learning, which is buta small number, as the great-
est part of the people are always employed in the pub--
lic or privaté works, good mathematicians and architects.
have been known. ' . .
- The minds of the Mexicans are.affected by the same
vatiety of passions with thosc: of other nations,but not
in an equat degree. ‘They seldom. exhibit those trans--
ports of anger, or those frenzies of love, which are so
comson in other countries. They are slow but very - .
steady, and exhibit great proofs of perseverance.in warks
which require time asnd long attention. S h
~ Generosity and perfect disinterestedness are the. prin-
cipal features of their character. Gold with the Mexi-
cans has not that value which it enjogys. elsewbere..
They give without refuctance what has cost them the.
utmost labouf to acquire. AN g
Of the Marriages and Funeral Rz'tn'?ﬁ‘ the Mexicans. -
 When a son amives at the age capable of bearing
the charges of ﬂ‘\e x_;):arriage"sté\te,'a ‘suitable wife iS S
singled out for*him, but before the union can be con-

cluded om, the diviners are consulted, and gecording”
to their predictions, the match, is abandoned or phrsued: -
If they pregdict bappigess to: the couple, the young girl’
is demanded, of her parents by certain ‘women styled
golicitors; who. are. among, the most respectable amongst:
_ the kindred of the youth, The first time " that these
womea go. to.thehouse of the damsel, is fag_gx_i‘ﬂpigiif"
reying,wih them psenis and demanding Ber in tbe
most, humbla and, respectful. terms,  The first, demand
s, aluays refpeed. ‘The second is made, Wil various™
- arguments as to’ therank ‘and fortune of the youth; to
which, the parents, of the, young Woman gives 2 ‘mete
fasourable. answer. .The female solicitars return To

3
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deceased . had beena. warrxor, they clothe him in one sort .
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S8 ' Marriages and rites of the Mexicans.

more. A favourable answer being at last obtained,
and-‘a day appointed for the nuptials, the young woman
after a proper exhortation from her parents, is conduct-

_ ed to the house of her father-in-law ; if noble she is

carried in a litter. “"The bridegroom and his relations
receive her at the gate of the house with four torches
borne by four women. As -soon as the bride and bride-
groom - ineet,. they offer incence toone another. They
then enter the hall and sit down on a new and curxously
wrought mat spread in the middle of the ehamber, and
close to the fire ; when a priest ties part of the gown‘
of the bride; to the mantle of .the bridegroom, and in
this ceremony the matrimonial contract chiefly consists.

' They offér sacrifice to their ‘gods, and exchange presents

with one another. A feast follows, of which all their
friends partake, and when the guests are exbilirated

‘with wine, they go out and dance in the open air, but

the newly married couple retire within the house, in
which they shut. tiemselves for four days, spending -the

_ time. in’ prayer and fasting. At the end of these days

they are considered as man’and wife, and having dressed
themselves with. all the ornaments common upon such -
occasions,: the ceremony is concluded by making pre-
sents ‘of dresses to the guests, propor'honed to the cir-

‘cumstandes of the married pair; and on that same day

they carry fo the temple the mats, sheets; canes; and eat--

ables; whxch have been pr:sented to the idols.
. As soon as a person ches, certain masters of the func-

‘ ra} ceremonies are. called in; who are generally men ad-

vanced in years. They cut 2 number of pieces of paper,

~with ‘which they dress the dead body, and sprinkle the.

head with a glass of water, saying, that this was the.

" water used in the time of life. ‘They then dress the

cm'pse in a habit “suitable to the rank, wealth, and ‘cir-
cumstances attendmg the death ‘of the ‘party. - I the




Funeral Rites of the Mezicans.

of habit; if a merchant, in another; if an artist, in that
of the protectmg god of his art; ifa drunkard, in the habit
of the god of wine.

With the habit they give the dead 2 jug of water, and
different pieces of paper, with directions-for the use of
each, With the first they say ¢« By means of this you
will pass without danger between the two mountains’
which fight against each other.” “With the second he is
told, ¢ that he will walk without obstruction along the
road which is defended by the great serpent,” and so
of the rest. ~ )

They kill a domestic guadruped, resembling-a little
dog, to accompany the deceased on his journey to the
other world. They fix a string-about its neck, believing

it negessary to e it to pass the deep river of new .
waters. They burn ‘it with or’ bury the bpdy of its mas-
ter, according to the kind of death of which he died.

- 'While the masters of the ceremonies are lighting up the
fire in which the body is to be burned, ‘the other pnests_
sing some melancholy strains. When the body is con- .

sumed, they gather the ashes in an earthen pot, among

which, according to the circumstances of the deceased,

they put a gem of more or less value, which they believe o

will serve him as a heart in the other world. They
bury this earthen pot in a deep ditch, and at the end of
fourscore days make oblations of bread and wine.

- The funeral of a ng is attended with ceremonies of
the same kind, only in a style much more magnificent 5
and to attend him on his journey a multitude of slaves dre
~sacrificed. The number of victims on some of these oc-
casions is not less than two hundred. A festival is held

- every year in honour of their last king, on which they ce- °
lebrate his birth ; to his death they never allude.
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