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THE DEBATES

—OF THE—

SENATEor CANADA,

—IN THE—

THIRD SESSION OF THE FIFTH PARLIAMENT OF THE DOMINION OF
CANADA, APPOINTED TO MEET FOR DESPATCH OF BUSINESS

ON THE 29tH OF JANUARY, 1885, IN THE FORTY-
EIGHTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF

Her Majesty Queen VICTORIA.

THE SENATE.

Ottawa, Thursday, January 29th, 1885.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at
Three o’clock.

Prayers and routine proceedings.
NEW SENATORS.

The SPEAKER presented to the House
communications from the Clerk of the
Crown in Chancery, certifying that His
Excellency the Governor General had

summoned to the Senate the Honorable
Messrs.,

William McDONALD, of Cape Breton,

N. S, in the room of the late Hon. Mr.
Bourinot,

Joseph BOLDUC, of St. Victor de

Tring, Que., in the room of the late Hon.
Mr. Pozer,

Hon. Theodore ROBITAILLE, of

New Carlisle, Que., in the room of Hon.
Louis Robitaille, resigned,

Michael SULLIVAN, of the City of
Kingston, Ont., and

Hon. James Robert GOWAN, of the
Town of Barrie, Ont,

Hon. Messrs. McDonald, Bolduc and
Robitaille were then introduced, and

having taken the Oath prescribed by
law, took their seats.

The House was adjourned during
pleasure.

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE

This day, at THREE o'clock P. M., His
ExXCELLENCY THE (GOVERNOR-GENERAL
proceeded in state to the Chamber of the
Senate, in the Parliament Buildings, and
took his seat upon the Throne. The
Members of the Senate being assembled,
His Excellency was pleased to command
the attendance of the House of Commons,
and that House being present, His
EXCELLENCY was pleased to open the
THIRD SESSION of the FIFTH PARLIAMENT
oF THE DoMINION OF CANADA, with the
following Speech :—

Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate,
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

In again meeting you for the despatch of
business, I have to congratulate you on the
abundant harvest with which Providence has
blessed our Country, and upon the general
condition of the Dominion. Its commercial
prosperity, although it has to some extent shared
in the depression which has prevailed in Great
Britain and in the neighbouring Republic, rests
upoen foundations which no temporary or partial
disturbance can remove.

I trust that the present year will be one of peace
and progress, '



Speech from [SENATE] the Throne.

The flow of population into Manitoba and the
North-West Territories, although impeded by
various and unexpected causes, has been substantial,
and the testimony of members of the British
Association, and other visitors to the North-West
last summer as to the well-being, contentment,
and hopefulness of the setilers, is most gratifying.

A Bill introducing into those Territories a more
simple and economical system for the transfer of
land will be laid before you.

The Report of the Commission for the consoli-
dation of the Statutes affecting the Dominion has
been completed, and will be submitted to you for
legislative action.

You are again invited to consider a measure
telating to the representation of the people in
Parliament and for the assimilation of the Elec-
toral Franchises in the several Provinces.

A provisional arrangement of matters for somg
time under discussion with the Government of
Manitoba has been entered into, and a measure
confirming the same will be submitted to you so
soon as it has been accepted by the Provincial
Legislature.

I deemed it expedient to issue during the recess
a Commission to consider and report upon the
whole subject of Chinese Immigration, with
reference to its trade relations, as well as to those
social and moral objections which have been taken

to the influx of the Chinese people into Canada.

The Report of the Commissioners is very nearly
completed, and will be laid before you during the
present Session.

The necessity of encouraging thz speedy con-
struction of lines of Railway through the North-
West Territories has pressed itself on my Govern-
ment, and you will be asked to aid Railway
enterprise by liberal grants of land.

Urgent representations have been made by the
Boards of Trade of the chief towns in Canada, as
well as by some of the Chambers of Commerce in
Great Britain, of the necessity that exists for the
adoption of some system of Bankruptcy or insol-
vency giving adequate protection against undue
prelerences, and your attention to this important
subject is earnestly invited.

In pursuance of the vote of last Session I
caused a vessel to be fitted out and dispatched to
Davis’ Straits and Hudson’s Bay, in order to obtain
more accurate information as to the navigation of
those waters, and test the practicability of the
route for commercial purposes.

A report of the progress of the expedition
during the last season will be laid before you.

An International Exhibition will be opened at
Antwerp during the present year, and a Colonial
and Indian Exhibition is to be held in London in
1886. Canada should, I think, be represented in
her various manufactures and natural productions
on both occasions, and I invoke your consideration
of the best means of aiding in these important
objects.

Several other measures of importance will be
submitted to you; among them will be Bills to
amend the Insurance Act of 1877, the Civil
Service Act, and the law relating to contagious
diseases among cattle, as well as measures for
taking, at an early period, a census of the popula-
tion of the North-West Territories, and one re-
lating to the North-West Mounted Police.

Gentlemen of the [louse of Commons :

The accounts of the past fiscal year will be laid
before you. You will find that notwithstanding
the very considerable reduction in the prices and
volume of many of the leading imports, the in-
come has excceded the expenditure chargeable to
Consolidated Revenue.

The Estimates for the ensuing year will also be
submitted, They will be found, I trust, to have

been prepared with due regard to economy,

Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate,
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

I am sure that your earnest consideration will
be given to the subjects I have mentioned, as well
as to every matter which may affect the prosperity
and good government of Canada.

His Excellency, the Governor General,
was pleased to retire and the House of
Commons withdrew.

The House was resumed.
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RAILWAYS BILL.
FIRST READING.

How. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL intro-
duced a Bill intituled “ An Act relating to
‘Rallways.n

The Bill was read the first time.

THE ADDRESS.
MOTION.

The SPEAKER reported His Excel-
lency’s Speech from the Throne and the
$ame was then read by the Clerk.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL moved
that the House do take into consideration

the Speech of His Excellency the Governor
General to-morrow.

The motion was agreed to.
THE LIBRARY OF PARLIAMENT.

REPORT.

The SPEAKER
of the Actin
the Library

“X presented the Report
g bel:anan on the state of
of Parliament,

The Report having been read, it was
ordered that the same do lie on the table.

The Senate adjourned 4. 30 p.m.

THE SENATE.

Ottawa, Friday, January joth, 1885.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at
Three o'clock p.m.

Prayers and routine proceedings.

THE ADDRESS,

Hon. Mr. MACDONALD (B.C.)—I
have much pleasure in moving that an
Address be presented to His Excellency
the Governor General, in reply to the
Speech. from the Throne.
I think, hon. gentlemen, the Speech
may be justly considered very satisfactory
as Indicating the position of the country,

the satisfactory condition of the revenue,
and the many useful measures on which
we are invited to legislate during the
present session.

We must all feel gratified in the assur-
ance and knowledge that the country has
been blessed with a bountiful harvest, and
that peace and plenty prevail in all parts
of the Dominion—the highest blessings
which can be obtained, and which are the
aim of all countries to attain.

Although peace may reign within our
own immediate borders, yet we cannot
help feeling deep interest and great anxiety
in the affairs of the Empire, and that her
wars and troubles are shared in by the
Dominion of Canada ; that what sheds a
lustre on the Empire sheds a lustre on
us, and that any reverse or loss of prestige
she may suffer, would be deeply felt by
this, the oldest and most important colony
of Great Britain. May the Empire prosper
wherever her flag floats.

In looking at the trade position of the
country we must hold in view the very
great extent to which the commercial
relations of all civilized nations are inter-
woven, and that any disturbance of trade
of an upward or downward tendency in
any one country soon acts on the others,
and this sensitive feeling is clearly illus-
trated in this country. The condition of
trade in England, the United States and
the West Indies, (for which we cannot be
held responsible), has affected us most
injuriously. Canada being a large pro-
ducer of corn, meat, fish and timber must,
to make her prosperous, have foreign
markets—and when, unfortunately, the
markets of those three countries, England,
the United States and the West Indies,
which are our chief customers, are closed
to us by the depressed condition of trade
in those countries, we must look for a
corresponding state of things in the
Dominion, and we may consider ourselves
fortunate that we stand as well as we do
in the face of such circumstances.

It has been said, and no doubt will be
said again, that our fiscal policy is at the
root of our present depression, that our
manufactures are over-stimulated, the
result being over-production, warehouses
over stocked, and low markets.

I deny that our fiscal system is the
cause of any such condition—in proof of
which I will instance England, which
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cannot be accused of over stimulating her
manufactures. If any country is a free
trade country she is—especially in cotton,
woolens and iron—and what do we find?
Unfortunately, stagnation,—hundreds of
mills and factories closed, thousands of
persons unemployed, and her shipping
tndustry in great distress.

I will now take the United States, with
a high protective tariff, and what do we
find? Just the same condition of things
which prevails in England. So that under
free trade, and protection, commercial
countries are evidently doomed to perio-
dical waves of depression. 1 will leave
the political economist to solve the problem
—which of the two systems creates the
evil—reserving to myself the opinion that
a moderate fostering cf our young indus-
tries, such as we have in Canada, is the
wisest course.

I have no doubt but our manufacturers,
who deserve every praise and encourage-
ment, will, with experience, learn to gauge
their productions so as to correspond with
the demand, and thereby avoid the fluc-
tuatior s to which business is now liable.
The farmers of this country, with their
surplus grain, although prices are low, are
most fortunate compared with those of
England and other parts of Europe.
Here the farmer is his own landlord.
With no rents or poor rates to pay he can
afford to hold his stock for better times,
whereas in Europe rents and taxes are
very high and must be paid, and the
farmer is compelled to sell his produce,
however low the market may be, to meet
those demands. OQur farmers then, with
more than abundance to eat and drink,
may be congratulated on their condition.

We can only judge of the position of
our country by comparing it with that of
others, and I think hon. gentlemen will
agree with me that the prospects and
condition of the Dominion compare favor-
ably with those of any other country,

It is very gratifying to know that the
cumulative testimony of disinterested and
distinguished persons continues to confirm
the favorable impressions previously
formed of the adaptability of the Canadian
North-West as a field for immigration,
where every man may be his own landlord,
and where wich ordinary industry he may
live in comfort and peace- It is pleasing
to know that a reasonable addition was

Hox. Mx. MACDONALD (B.C.)

made in the past year to the population
of that country. A moderate tide of
immigration, which the country can con-
veniently absorb, is more to be desired
than too rapid a flow, which from its
volume might have to endure some priva-
tion. We are pleased to know that every
facility will be given for the acquisition
and transfer of land in that country.

The Act relating to the representation
of the people, and the measure confirming
the arrangement with Manitoba, will, I
am sure, receive the best consideration of
this House, as well as all those other
measures referred to in the Speech from
the Throne.

‘The issuing of a Commission to enquire
into the various phases of the Chinese
question was, no doubt, the best course to
take ; especially in view of the very ex-
treme opinions held by some persans on
this question.

In a free country, Chinamen as well as
persons of other nationalities, have their
rights and privileges, so long as they con-
form to the laws of the country. The
Chinaman has undoubted rights, but my
opinion on this subject I will defer to
some other time

1t is most cheering and encouraging to
know that the revenue of the country is
in such a prosperous condition, and this
is doubly gratifying when the shrinkage in
trade during the past year is taken into
consideration.

Then again, the credit of the country
never stood higher in the London money
market than it does now; nor has a co-
lonial loan ever been negotiated at so low
a rate of interest as that negotiated last
year.

The substantial wealth of the country
also has greatly increased in railways and
other improvements, and notably so in
the money savings of the people which
increased by two millions in the past
year. So that taking all in all, we have
reason to be satisfied with the state of our
country.

There is a subject of some importance
to which I may briefly allude, of which I
consider the Colonies may feel proud.
That is, the desire on the part of many
eminent statesmen for closer union with
the Colonies—a federation of all the
Colonies with the Empire. Whether such
a grand scheme can be perfected it would
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be premature now to say. The interest
taken in the Colonies, however, mustbe a
matter of satisfaction to us.

There is another matter for which we
have particular reason to feel gratified,
that is the marked honor conferred on
the Premier of the Dominion by our
graclous Sovereign. Such a fitting recog-
nition of his long nublic services, will, 1
am sure, be regarded by the majority of
the people with much satisfaction.

I beg to move :—

That the following Address be presented to
His Excellency the Governor General to offer the
respectful thanks of this House to His Excellency
for the gracious Speech he has been pleased to
make to both Houses of Parliament, namely :—

To His EXceLLENCY the Most Honourable
Henry Charles Keith Petty-Fitzmaurice, Marquis
of Lansdowne, in the County of Somerset, Earl
of Wycombe, of Chipping Wycombe, in the
County of Bucks, Viscount Caln and Calnstone,
in the County of Wilts, and Lord Wycombe,
Baron of Chipping Wycombe, in the County of
Bucks, in the I'eerage of Great Britain; Earl of
Kerry and Earl of Shelburne, Viscount Clan-
maurice and Fitzmaurice, Baron of Kerry, Lixnaw,

and Dunkerron, in the Peerage of Ireland ; Gov-
ernor General of Canada.

MaAY 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY :—

We, Her Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects,
the Senate of Canada in Parliament assembled,
humbly thank Your Excellency for your gracious
Speech at the opening of this Session.

We rejoice that Your Excellency in again meet-
ing us for the despatch of business has to congra-
tulate us on the abundant harvest with which
Providence has blessed our country, and upon the
general condition of the Dominion, whose com-
mercial prosperity, although it has to some extent
shared in the depression which has prevailed in
Great Britain and the neighbouring Republic,
rests upon foundations which no temporary or
partial disturbance can remove.

We trust, with Your Excellency, that the
present year will be one of peace and progress.

It affords us great satisfaction to be informed
that the flow of population into Manitoba and the

—

North-West Territories, although impeded by
various and unexpected causes, has been substane
tial, and that the testimony of members of the
British Association and of other visitors to the
North-West last summer’ as to the well-being,
contentment, and hopefulness of the settlers, is
most gratifying.

We learn with much interest that a Bill intro-
ducing into those Territories a more simple and

economical system for the transfer of land will be
laid before us.

It affords us much pleasure to know that the
Report of the Commission for the consolidation
of the Statutes affecting the Dominion has been
completed and will be submitted to us for legisla-
tive action.

The consideration which Your Excellency hap
been pleased again to invite to a measure relating
to the representation of the people in Parliamenty
and for the assimilation of the Electoral_Franchise
in the several Provinces, shall be most attentively
given thereto.

We thank Your Excellency for informing us
that a provisional arrangement of matters for
some time under discussion with the Government
of Manitoba has been entered into, and that a
measure confirming the same will be submitted to

us so soon as it has been accepted by the Provine
cial Legislature.

We receive with great interest the informatiom
that Your Excellency deemed it expedient to issue
during the recess a Commission to consider and
report upon the whole subject of Chinese Immi.
gration with reference to its trade relations, as
well as to those social and moral objections which
have been taken to the influx of the Chinese peo-
ple into Canada; and that the Report of the
Commissioners is very nearly completed, and will
be laid before us during the present Session.

We hear with interest that the necessity of en~
couraging the speedy construction of lines of raile
way through the North-West Territories has
pressed itself on Your Excellency’s Government,
and that we will be asked to aid railway enter-
prise by liberal grants of land.

We thank Your Excellency for inviting our
attention to the urgent representations which’
have been made by the Boards of Trade of the
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chief towns in Canada, as well as by some of the
,-Chambers of Commerce in Great Britain, of the
necessity that exists for the adoption of some sys-
tem of Bankruptcy or Insolvency giving adequate
protection against undue preferences; and we
beg to assure Your Excellency that this importan,
subject shall receive our earnest consideration.

We also thank Your Excellency for informing
us that, in pursuance of the vote of last Sessiont
Your Excellency caused a vessel to be fitted out
and despatched to Davis’ Straits and Hudson’s
Bay, in order to obtain more accurate information
as to the navigation of those waters, and to test
the practicability of the route for commercial pur-
boses; and that a report of the progress of the

expedition will be laid before us.
H

We agree with Your Excellency in thinking
$hat, as an International Exhibition will be opened
at Antwerp during the present year, and as a
Colonial and Indian Exhibition is to be held in
London in 1886, Canada should be represented in
her various manufactures and natural productions
‘on both occasions. The best means of aiding in
these important objects shall not fail to receive
the consideration Your Excellency has been

pleased to invoke from us.

It affords us pleasure to learn that several other
measures of importance will be submitted to us ;
and that among them will be Bills to amend the
Insurance Act of 1877, the Civil Service Act, and
the law relating to contagious diseases among
cattle, as well as measures for taking at an carly
period a census of the population of the North-
West Territories, and one relating to the North-
West Mounted Police.

We beg to assure Your Excellency that our
earnest consideration will be given to the subjects
your Excellency has mentioned, as well as to every
matter which may affect the prosperity and good
government of Canada.

. Hon. DRr. SULLIVAN—The distin-
guished honor of scconding the Address,
which has justbeen so ably presented to you
by my hon. friend from British Columbia,
is a peculiar gratification to me, a gratifi-
cation which I would be happy to exhibit
more properly than I can on this occasion,
were the time afforded me. Unfortunately,

I must throw myself on the generosity of
this House, and ask them to attribute any
faults of mine to the short time at my
disposal, which did not admit of such
preparation as would be worthy of this
occasion.

The agricultural interest of this country,
strong, powerful and progressive, rejoices
in the results of a bountiful harvest. The
prosperity of this interest is felt by all
classes of the community. When they
rejoice the whole country shares in their
rejoicing ; in their adversity the whole
country is sad with them. I am, therefore,
very glad to be able to congratulate this
House on the bountiful harvest which the
agricultural community have reaped and
on the restoration of their prosperity.

The flow of population into Manitoba,
as is mentioned here, is a matter which is
also of great consequence to the whole
Dominion. One of the most important
social events of last year was the visit of
the British Medical Association to Can-
ada. 'T had the honor of meeting its
members in Montreal, and from every one
of them I heard words of pride and gratifi-
cation at the extraordinary success to which
Canada had attained, and expressions of
surprise at seeing such a hardy, bold,
adventurous race occupying the North-
west as they found there.

I shall not take the time of the House
in dealing with other matiers which are
mentioned in this Address. I am sure
we all take a deep interest in the subject
of Chinese immigration, in its moral and
social aspects, and it is possible that
Canada may succeed in solving this, as she
has solved other difficult problems in
government. We shall look forward with
great interest to the report of the com-
missioners on this subject, and probably
we will be enabled to reach some satisfac-
tory conclusion on this grave question
which threatens to agitate the whole
Dominion,

I am pleased to find that the possibility
of Davis’ Straits and Hudson’s Bay being
used for commercial purposes has been
tested, and although there are rumors—
not anything definite, but rumors merely—
that not much may be expected in this
direction, possibly something much more
beneficial to the whole Dominion may
result therefrom than is generally antici-
pated.
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Reference is also made in the Address
to thf: Exhibition, or World’s fair, to be
eld in Holland during the current year.
S those exhibitions are powerful means
of advancing the interests of Canada, and
dlssemlqating a knowledge of this country
and of its people and products, thereby
:ies‘i;mg the purpose of an extensive adver-
careégulagenc-y’ the subject is worthy of
Consideration, and is one which, I

. :&Zg\'xll result in Canada being properly
frUgai nted In a country containing a
- and industrious ~population, a
People amongst whom undoubtedly the
est class of emigrants for this country
will be found.
estBr:l:;the fact of which we all have great-
ho thisson to be proud is that the affairs
ouch country have becn conducted with
A economy and efficiency that the
Overnment are able to announce another

222)135 I am aware that many people
nsider a surplus undesirable. I enter-
tain a dj

fo flerent opinion. It may be due
Y ignorance of how
in::w }tcl’;;lt(,ul)orl these questions, but I
is not con {g the ordinary affairs of life it
have Sidered an undesirable thing to
ea ;urp]uS at one’s command.
depressic?rﬁnﬂ;e dan{wmjcement. that the
over. It ig fade in Canada is passing
statements thotne of the most pleasing
Address W:}l, could be made in the
depress‘i;m h.wn we look at the great
with which Wv ich prevails in the countries
ated, thos We are most intimately associ-
closely i € with which our interests are so
Y identified, England and the United

Parliamentary

Sta the

oth?’s’a f?: et SgOngly protectionist, the
! € trade .

claim th country, surely we may

o 1:1“ the depression in Canada has
focar ]}o?t remote connection with our
gratiﬁl oficy. It was with great pride and
s ::;mc?n I'heard recently the announce-
e dqu? le by the gentlemen who control
st r;ines of this country, that they were
liftecithls ;:d with the National Policy which
Al e cloudsof depression fromthis land
and shed a gloom of sunshine on its com-
mercial condition, and first gave our peo-
ple hope and encouragement. It was
gratifying tolearn that not only are they
not dissatisfied with that policy, but that
they are determined to stand by it, and
that they expect it will continue to confer
solid and abiding advantages on the peo-
Ple of this country. They refuse to be-

lieve that it has had any connection with
the depression, which is happily passing
away, but on the contrary they are satis-
fied that it has prevented much more ex-
tensive distress than might otherwise have
been expected in the manufacturing inter-
ests. For these reasons they are deter-
mined to adhere 1o it, and I hope that
nothing will cause them to swerve frcm
their determination in this respect. The
National Policy, no doubt, induced many
persons to enter into manufacturing, with
the natural result of over-production. For
that we have no remedy but the operation
of the law of the survival of the fittest.
Those who are best able to maintain
themselves and retain their positions will
do so, and those who are not able must,
of course, find other occupations, and thus
the commercial interests of the Dominion
will be strengthened and consolidated,
and maintained in a prosperous condition.

There is also reference made in this
Address to an Insolvency Bill. Of that I
can have but a very imperfect knowledge.
I have, however, a recollection of the
great dissatisfaction which prevailed under
the former system, and I remember how
the grievance becaine so great that the
Government had finally to repeal the Act
and leave the different provinces to manage
these matters for themselves. I am glad
to learn that something will be done to
ensure a fair distribution of bankrupt
estates.

I think there is reason for congratulation
on the peaceful and prosperous condition
of Canada. In no country in the world
has there been a steadier and more solid
and enduring progress than there are
evidences of in the Dominion. My obser-
vation is, of course, limited to the locality
and neighborhood in which I live, but
judging by that—and I ara sure it is not the
most prosperous portion of the country—
no better evidence could be afforded of
the happiness and contentment which
prevail amongst all classes.

The confederation of the Provinces and
the legislation of the past few years—
because but 17 years have passed since the
Union—have had the effect of inspiring a
national sentiment and removing those
animosities and acerbities which disturbed
the quiet and peaceable relations of the
people, and to-day they occupy the position
of being the freest, the most tolerant, and,
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at the same time, the most contented peo-
ple in the world.

Hon. gentlemen, I thank you for the
kind manner in which you have received
the few crude remurks which I have had
to make—necessarily crude from the im-
possibility of devoting to the subject that
time and attention which the dignity of
this House demands—and therefore is it
with feelings of humility, and a conviction
of the imperfect manner in which I have
endeavored to express those sentiments,
that I crave your indulgence on this
occasion,

Hon. MrR. ALEXANDER—Knowing,
as the members of this hon. House do,
the long period of broken health which I
have passed through, and that I was
simply unable to take any part in the
proceedings of the House last session, I
am sure that hon. gentlemen will grant me
their usual kind indulgence in offering
some observations with regard to the
Address now before us.

I will preface the remarks I am about
to make by defining my own position. It
would be unmeaning on the part of the
leaders of the government to repeat a
former charge that I had gone over to the
Liberal party, from the views which 1 now
entertain. I simply speak as a member
of this high judicial body, because I have
never regarded this House as a body that
should be rendered partizan, and I have
always felt that the two leaders of this
House, in the manner in which they have
controlled it, have inflicted a deep injury
upon this Chamber, and upon the country.
I rise as a member of this high judicial
body to express the opinion which I con-
scientiously hold, thinking and acting for
the people of this country, and not for a
party. That is the view which I entertuin
of the vocation and duty of this House,
and, I may add, that at my advanced age
there is no office at the disposal of this or
any other Administration which I desire
to accept or could accept ; so let there be
no misunderstanding on that point, and
let there be no insinuations thrown out
by the Minister of Justice, as on former
occasions, that I am looking for office—
that I am wanting the Governorship of
Ontario, or any other position

When I speak, I do so according to the
best of my humble judgment in the

Hon. Dr. SULLIVAN.

interests of the country, and if 1 have ever:
said anything on the floor of this House
which the Senate has deemed to be an
error of judgment, I make the most ample
apology for any such sentiment that I may
have uttered. Hon. gentlemen know the
high opinion which I have always enter-
tained of the individual members of this.
House. They know that I have always.
expressed my opinion that a more estim-
able body does not exist in the Dominion
than the members of this Senate. But
the Senate has, in some manner, been
controlled by the leaders of this House;
their opinions are supposed by influences
used, to be silenced, and, as a natural
resuit, the Senate, as a body, no longer
commands the respect or confidence of
the country, and the charge lies at the
door of the Ministers of the Crown for the
manner in which they have conducted
themselves since they have come into
power.

I do not propose to weary the House
by referring to any of the subject matters
of this Address. When a vessel is believed
to be drifting amongst the breakers from
the guidance of the helmsman (that is the
Government, who appear to be suffering
from a fatal disease called Phrenzy) the
absorbing thought of those on board is
how the ship can be saved! It is a very
painful duty for me to say, that, as
an old and life-long Conservative (and I
hope to die a Conservative) I am trom a
sense of duty led to warn you that there
are acts of the present Conservative
Government that must affect disastriously
the country for a time, and must certainly
wreck the Conservative party in less than
two years, and, I am sorry to be compelled
to add, that therc are acts of the present
Government  which show lamentable
depravity of character and total abandon-
ment of principle. Some of their acts
show that as regarding the Government all
prudence, and care, and principle, and
justice, and public gratitude, are gone.
Vested rights are no longer respected but
are ruthlessly trampled under foot. This
Government has become a danger to the
State, and I will illustrate in what manner.

In my opinion the time has arrived when
mass meetings should be held from one
end of the Dominion to the other to stop
in their course those who, to retain power,
have demoralized the public men and the
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electorate, and are demoralizing the
?IE\qrches and the people of the country.
lhls Gow{erpmept, intoxicated by their
arge majority in the Commons, and
Y the kind manner in which the
Majority of this House yield to their
rflshes—unfortunately for the interests of
the country—have become so reckless,
At the bankers of Montreal and of
o for?nto are at this day alarmed to think
appe € position of our affairs. They
lirrf)itzzl to forget that we are a people of
Struggl; Numbers and limited wealth, only
toil 88ling into existence by hardship and
Wea.lth here may be an appearance of
numb In our cities.  We may see a
Servane(r .Of costly carriages with liveried
those S; but we are not quite sure that
obtain e(‘(zilmages are not run by moneys
by dof. \by fraud—by moneys obtained
that Sau ting banks. We are not sure
those Ome of the best houses in which
Obtaingzogle live are not built by money
anks andy fraud in connection with the
the con (ther monetary institutions of
I say that th G
e Government forget the
3%13;%55:3 state of the Maritime Provinces
there proglry' newspaper that comes from
resourcos zlfms. They forget the limited
hey have the Province of Quebec.
will reflect ot in their brain the fame that
constructeq 0}"]1. them, poor men, in having
tlantic 1 this colossal railway from the
travel ir t}?_the. Pacific, that they may
from oce €Ir triumphal car over that road
Tushing Z‘U} ;10 ocean, and we behold them
work tTirowth electric speed this public
and the gg the vast Laurentian ranges
ountaiﬁsr'%es and canyons of the Rocky
agricultura] 0 reach that rich and fertile
with it 16Country ‘of British Columbia
and the Go 1000 white people all told ;
to the io Vernment are looking forward
the conginy with which they will traverse
‘the bolls hent In their triumphal car ere
e ave rung in the advent of 1886.
merchant not a banker or enlightened
know thatmhthe country who does not
the Goye the public obligations which
must brinmme'm are throwing upon us
endan ergh widespread discontent, and
erationg td? permanence of the confed-
omin. an }‘xf disaster should overtake this
ent Govon’t e charge will lie with the pres-
the ¢ ernment.  When the people realize
€ fact that after we shali have spent

seventy millions of dollars on construction,
the country will have to vote eight mil-
lions of dollars annually for the operation
of a road, where, for sixteen hundred
miles little else can be heard but the
mournful screech of the owl, or the echoes
of the locomotive whistle in the solitudes.
of those mountains,—I say when the
people of this country realize this fact,
they will deeply regret the folly which
they and their representatives have been
guilty of, in supporting a Government
which appears to be lost to all sense of
responsibility, and who seem to think only
of keeping themselves in power. A great
publicwork may be carried out with wisdom
or it may be carried out to produce great
disaster. Qur great inter-oceanic road
should have been constructed with pru-
dential care, considering the oresent
extent of our population, and the
limited resources of the people, and it
should have been built by the Govern.
ment. Having said enough to prove
the entire recklessness of the Govern-
ment, would the House now kindly
permit me to show one of the instances
wherein the Government have inflicted
wrong and injustice, and shown gross in-
gratitude. I refer to the wrong and in-
justice done to the Grand Trunk Railway
by permitting the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way to build, with the aid of Government
subsidies, a competing line with the Grand
Trunk Railway, through the Province of
Ontario, with the view eventually of extend-
ing it to Chicago with moneys out of the
public chest of the Dominion. When I
became aware of the purpose of the
Pacific Railway Company to operate a
new line from Montreal, via Peterboro to
Toronto, and from there west to St
Thomas, with a view of competing with
the Grand Trunk for the trade with
Chicago and the North-West, I could not
but come to the conclusion that the
Government’s sense of justice and rectitude
were things of the past. When we calmly
ponder over all the benefits and services
which the Grand Trunk Railway Company
have rendered in developing the magnifi-
cent Province of Ontario and the country
from Montreal westward, fostering the
rapid growth of the cities of Montreal and
Toronto, and in like manner every town
and village along the line; while the
farmers acknowledge that the value of
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their property has been increased ten-fold
thereby—I say when we consider those
facts we cannot but feel that the Govern-
ment have shown by the course they have
pursued, a want of every sense of right
and justice and public gratitude; and
further, they have by their act placed us,
the people of the Dominion, in the humili-
ating position of being chargeable with
heartless ingratitude to the shareholders
-of that Railway Company, who, with their
English gold, developed and built up this
maguificent Province, No one knows
better than the present Government that
$50,000,c00 of share capital were spent by
that railway corporation, upon which not
one dollar of interest or dividend has ever
been declared, and it is sad to think that
any Government in a British Colony could
act in so heartless and ruthless a manner,
towards a company who have invested
their capital on the faith that they might
look for British honor and honesty among
colonial statesmen. How dreadful it s to
think that the Government could be guilty
of such acts. The Grand Trunk Railway
‘Company has had a heavy struggle to live
through all the adverse interests opposed
to it. It has, considering all things, done
its work well.  As to charges preferred by
Montreal or Toronto merchants that it is
a monopoly, those gentlemen ought to
remember that a railway must earn its
way, and they must remember that the
$50,000,000 share capital has never re-
turned a farthing of dividend. If the
road is obliged to carry at every point at
under rates, how can it possibly keep its
bridges, culverts, and rolling stock in
proper order to serve the comfort and
safety of the travelling public, and the
commercial interests of the country ? The
result of permitting the Pacific Railway
Company to use a part of their subsidy
-on this competing line will be that they
will be enabled to crush gradually the
Grand Trunk Railway Company, and
depreciate the value of their bonds, until,
in despair, they will be driven to sell them
at any price, and in this way thousands of
English families will be brought to poverty
and ruin through the unwise acts of
the Dominion Government, and we shall
then have one grand railway monopoly
extending from Montreal west, and exer-
<ising a control over the Dominion, which,
in the end, may drive our people in despair

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER.

to look to Washington for better Govern-
ment. :

A gentleman has asked me to explain
how such a large annual vote will be
required for many years to operate the
Canadian Pacific Railway after it is finish-
ed. If the House will allow me, T will
give the particulars. The most experienc-
ed railway men will tell you that a contin-
uous line of rails between two points does
not make a railway. Structures of trestle
work have to be filled up, stations have to
be established and station houses con-
structed, transfer facilities provided, rail-
way sidings made, new engines and cars
furnished of every kind and description.
Why ! the destruction of property from
railway casualties alone, which no care
has been found sufficient to prevent in the
past, is such as to require an untold
amount of capital. It is computed, and I
believe computed correctly, that at least
8,000 men will be required at times to
keep the track clear of snow north of the
lakes. I do not say they will be required
continuously, but snow storms will come,
and as you know that country, to the
extent of 8oo miles, is incapable of sus-
taining population, and the Canadian
Pacific Railway Company will have to
bring men hundreds of miles from the east
and the west in order to keep the track
clear of snow. The Intercolonial Railway,
when the capital account was closed, cost
$22,500,000. I may be in error, but I
am told that the figures have swollen to
$38,000,000.

I might mention a very peculiar fact
which was brought to my attention be-
fore T left Quebec, about the Canadian
Pacific Railway. It 1s difficult to explain
how the Government permit it, but
the present contractors, I was given to
understand, instead of following Sandford
Fleming’s line, which would have taken
them to the Yellow Head Pass and ene
abled them to cross the Rocky Mountain
range with gradients not exceeding fifty
feet to the mile, have adopted a route,
portions of which actually have gradients
of 200 feet 10 the mile, and on some
portions 250 feet to the mile. Every
railway man and every merchant knows
that they could not bring up three cars
at a time on aroad with gradients 250
feet to the mile. Was there ever such
madness, such folly, as the Government
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Permitting a road to be built with such
gradients. The idea of allowing any por-
Uon of that great work to be built so
that a locomotive could not haul three
cars at a time over it, and this simply in
order that the $25,000,000 in gold may
ofhe[r)aclld over to the Syndicate! The
observ;jy ?]t Toronto, some one jocularly
members t filt they‘ had better send some
and makeohthe Government to Victoria
order 1o t: em station masters there in
Jupiter's ook Passengers for Jupiter or
for the Séltelhtges In order to obtain traffic
ever the anadian Pacific Railway. If
A re was a country that deserved to
there a govemed], it is Canada. If ever
their fr?LS alpeop'.e, who by t'helr lndusgry,
eservedga habits an.d thelI: self-denial,
Minie to have their affairs well ad-
nistered, it js the people of this
guci’lrg}n;‘gn; yet we find this Government
ringi’nw I some unaccountable objects, of
and theb' untold disaster on the country,
comemgsmay'create such widespread dis-
Now w?:a) endangert'heConfcderatan.
obl: a'i’o (;n we consider the financial
the %vr‘o ns thrown upon this country, and
the Grngdan‘d Injustice done, not only to
and Trunk Railway, but also the

Maritime Prov:

Queltggge ‘“ré’vmces and the Province of
» W€ cannot :

Quebec las be surprised that

t session g
to de ent delegates here
emand better terms, and again, this

ZS(S)il:n,aidsenf{vd delegation to demand
City of Q-u N ¢ find the old, historic
attnction CdCC a place of such natural
oughe s and of such interest, and which
COr?ﬂict Ofave been, but for the miserahle
for the Dopqrt'y, the seat of government
dﬁterminedmllmon’ deeply dlssatxfﬁed and
and e s tviey shall have. their rights;
feul: Ve wonder that a similar state of
B INg exists in Nova Scotia and in New
theunéwlcl}{.m qua Scotia was forced into
and i onledzration contrary to its will;
o Is 1t any wonder if they came here to
Iy magd large additional subsidies, when

eg" nd the.Government throwing the
ll?ctladhc'}l)r}oney Into the construction of a
o which can only benefita sparse popu-
atlon for many years to come.

When we behold all this and observe
that the Government have become so
reckless, and determined that the Liberal
Party shall not come into power, or any
oﬁher party, so long as they can buy up
the provinces, is it any wonder that the

country is becoming deeply alarmed?
Man, in the plentitude of his power, thinks
he can secure success by artifice and

‘questionable means ; but no one can with

impunity transgress the laws which are
eternal and immutable for the well being
of society. The only principles which
stand the test of time are the principles
of truth, of right and of justice. Any
other principles must bring a judgment
from above upon the country. I do not
believe that a people so enlightened as
those of this Dominion will any longer
countenance such an abandonment of
principle in high quarters, and 1 do
not think that with all the teachings
of our churches throughout the land,
no honest government can live. If
we behold the Roman Catholic Church in
the Province of Quebec, we can find
throughout that province well ordered
parishes, and the name of God respected
and virtue and morality prevailing. Go
to Upper Canada, and see there the results
of virtuous lives, of frugality and industry.
Yet these gentlemen tell us that no honest
government can live in this country. T will
now conclude my remarks, and I have to
apologize to the Hduse for the imperfect
manner in which I have expressed those
views which I sincerely entertain, and
which T have expressed because I feel the
dreadful position into which we are being
brought by this Government.  And if this
Administration is kept longer in power,
and the people do not rise in their might
to cicanse the political atmosphere, the
eleetric fluid will do its work and we will
be overtaken with a grave commercial
disaster. I will now conclude by quoting
the remarks of the illustrious Washington
in his farewell address to the people of the
United States. He observed :

¢« Houwever partizan combinations may now
and then answer popular ends, they are like'y
in the course of time to become engines by
which ennning, and ambitions and unprinei-
pled men will be enabled to subvert the power
of the rwopln- and use their position for their
own selfisli ends.”

Hon. MRr. SCOTT.—The task of mov-
ing the resolutions for an Address to His
Excellency in answer to the Speech from
the Throne has been discharged by the
member for Victoria with his usual clear-
ness, and with such a warm approval of
the policy of the Government as must no
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doubt have been gratifying to his leaders.
‘The hon. gentleman, the youngest Senator
in this House, who has seconded the
resolution we have all heard with very
great pleasure, and I am quite prepared
to make all allowances for his first address
to this Chamber, although I think that
any apology on that score is quite unneces-
sary. I am very glad to welcome that
hon. gentleman to this Chamber, for
although he is a Conservative, I assume
that that is a blemish which we must over-
look. Under the principle on which gen-
tlemen are appointed to this House only
adherents of the dominant party are
admissable ; and therefore I am free to
say that a very good selection has been
made in this instance. Though the hon.
gentleman has not in the past filled auy
representative position in the country, yet
he is not altogether unknown to fame as a
distinguished member of the profession to
which he belongs. The hon. gentleman
is appointed to a position in this House
that was formerly held by a gentleman
from Kingston, whose memory we all hold
in very high esteem, a gentleman who had,
before he left this House, been recognized
as the oldest member, and had been a
long respected member of the Legislative
Council of old Canada and of the Senate.

Now, coming to the first paragraph of
the Address, on which 1 wish to make
some brief comments, [ am free to say
that T cannot entirely concur in the ful-
some observations made by my hon.
friend who moved the resolutions. We
are asked to join in congratulations on the
abundant harvest with which Providence
has blessed our country, and if the para-
graph stood alone, I am free to say I
should heartily join in it, but it is very
cunningly united with one congratulating
us also on the general condition of the
Dominion. With that part of the para-
graph I am disposed in some degree to
find fault. The paragraph tells us later
on that ‘“the commercial prosperity of
Canada, although it has to some extent
shared in the depression which has pre-
vailed in Great Britain, and in the neigh-
boring Republic, rests upon foundations
which no temporary or partial disturbance
can remove.”

Now, we were told, not a great many
years ago, in 1879 and 1880, and we have
heard it very frequently since the adoption

Hon. Mr. SCOTT.

of what might be called the new policy in
this country, that it was going to avert
just such a crisis as there is now over
Canada. In 1877 and 1878 the Govern-
ment of that day were time and again told
that it was their duty to avert the then
existing depression, that by the adoption
of a protective policy the eviis of a depres-
sion might be to some extent minimized.
That opinion, at the time, I challenged,
and I think recent experience of those
who have given the subject anything like
careful thought has convinced them that
the policy adopted in 1879 was not a wise
one, that we have utterly failed to provide
for the farmer of this country what he was
then promised, a home market ; that we
have utterly failed to sustain our own
manufactures, even by the high wall that
we erected to keep the manufacturers ot
other countries out. So long as the
general products of this country had
a demand in the markets of the world,
more particularly the products of our
farms and the products of our forests and
fisheries, so long did prosperity reign, and
it mattered little whether we paid high
or low taxes, but when the strain came
upon us, when the wave of depression
swept over other countriecs, we immedi-
ately shared in the consequence of the
wave. The protective policy of this
country was quite unequal to giving what
had been so liberally promised by the
Government, when such conditions as
have arisen, arise in this country. So
long as our exports were large, and so
long as Great Britain and the United
States were able to buy from us, the wealth
that flowed into Canada was attributed to
the National Policy, although as a matter
of fact we were really importing more than
we had been importing before, with a
consumption of more manufactures than
we had consumed before. 1If the argu-
ment had been a sound one, the manu-
factures in Canada would have grown and
spread, and we would have imported less.
The policy of the Government was that
we should manufacture for ourselves and
not buy abroad. It is quite apparent,
therefore, that the fiscal policy adopted in
1879, has failed to provide the home
market promised to the farmers of this
country. No doubt, while the prosperity
continued it stimulated the manufac-
tures of this country. It induced many
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of our people to take their savings out
©of other industries and place them in
Sugar, cotton, iron and other manufactures.
What has been the result? Ask the
shareholders of those enterprises whether
they would not to-day have preferred
to place their money in 1879, 1880
and 1881 in five per cent. debentures
Tather than place them in the industries to
“{PICh I have alluded! Ask any one of
:a]:m If he would not have preferred to
. € that course rather than to follqw the
in vice of the Government in spreading the
¢ Ustries of this country and increasing

¢ manufactures! We were unable to
Compete with foreign manufactures, and
our own people found, when depression
Came, that they could buy as cheaply
abroad and pay the 40, 50 or 6o per cent.
taxes, as the case might be, as to purchase
In this country. The lesson is a good one,
and if our people gain experience by it, it
:ngbheista blessing to this country in its
that kind(.)ry to pass through an ordeal of
weI:: the next paragraph of the Address
into rleVItOl’d that the flow of population
thou haPltOba and the North-West, al-
Dectegd mpeded by various and unex-
views o rfallllses, has been substantial. My

een ol that question qf emigration have
Viousgaceq before this House on pre-
of Onccasmns, and T think the history
confiy € Year with another goes to
ions Ththe soundness of the opin-
that ; ave so frequently enunciated—
Smaall S(,i that we could exercise in but a
people egree the influence which causes
to tlrr;sson the other side of the Atlantic
govern thtoﬂ America, T he laws which
tinent ar eb ow of population to this con-
No doubet eyond our mﬂue‘ngg or control.
give awa We may offer faC}lltles, we may
them A}{IOEr lands, and widely advertise
ave .th ! those things, I am free to dadmit,
they f?lr Incidental advantages, but that
Cuner;t C;Zt to any marked degree the
anoth of population from one country to
on?t er, I entirely deny: and we have
o t); lio leok to the last ten or fifteen years,
immioe any era we like, and compare the
i ,.i,}l;atlon into this country with that
the e’Umted States, and we find that
¢ eyr:’nowe up and down just as truly as
rises w‘?’}‘;urﬁ' In one thermometer falls or
immi 1th the mercury in another, As the

migration to our shores swells up theirs

swells also, and as theirs diminishes ours
also goes down. Theirs kept going down
from 1877 to 1879 just as ours did. I was
often taunted, when I occupied a seat on
the other side of the House, with the idea
that we were unable to devise any im-
migration scheme that would induce im-
migrants to settle in Canada. I answered
ther that the causes that led to the
removal of people from one country to
another were entirely beyond the control
of anything like legislation on our part.
In 1877 in the United States immigration
had not only ceased, but the migration
was the other way, and we know how the
volume began to swell in 1879, 1880, 1881
and 1882, until it had risen to the largest
figures that ever marked the flow of
immigration into the United States.

We hear that the Government propose
to adopt the Torrens system for the trans-
fer of property in the North-West. I
think the system will answer there very
well. T would not like to see it applied
in the older provinces, more particularly
in the Province of Ontario, with whose
laws I am more familiar, inasmuch as I do
not think it would be suitable where there
are intricate titles from antecedent titles.
In the North-West the titles are few as yet,
and lands have not so freely changed
hands, and the Torrens system can be
safely and easily introduced there.

For the third time we are told that it is
proposed to introduce a bill for the pur-
pose of giving us more uniform represent-
ation through the elective franchise. 1
have never favored that view, because I
think it is a matter that ought to have
been left with the provincial authorities. I
think there is less danger of political inter-
ference with the franchise where it is left
entirely with the local authority to form
the basis upon which the electors shall be
permitted to vote. It will give rise, no
doubt, to the appointment of revising
barristers, and a host of appointiments
altogether in the interests of the political
party that for the time being has control
of the patronage of the country. It there-
fore leaves the system open to the imputa-
tion of being fostered with the view to the
aiding in that way of the political party that
makes theappointment of the officers whose
duty it will be to bring it into operation.

A provisional arrangement, we are told,
has been made between the Dominion and
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the Government of Manitoba, for carrying
on the expenses of that country. We
have had this subject repeatedly before
Parliament, and I think thetime has come
when the youngest member of the Con-
federation ought to have her affairs placed
on such a basis as will render it unneces-
sary to be appealing year after year to the
Government of the day for an additional
subsidy. It ought to be placed on some
sort of a bhasis—either that of population
or on some other recognized principle—
that would obviate this necessity of Mani-
toba being a supplicant to the Dominion
year by year, for assistance in carrying on
the Government of the Province.

We learn that we are to have a report
laid before us that has been prepared by a
commission that lately sat in British
Columbia, to enquire into the question of
Chinese immigration into that Province.
This Government is somewhat famous
for its commissions. We have commis-
sions issued very frequently : in some in-
stances they produce very small results.
They are very convenlent mediums
for conferring favors upon the adherents
of the Government, by affording office for
those who are needy and have very little
to do. I am curious to learn what the
report of this commission may be. I am
free to confess that it is not, perhaps,
desirable that we should have a Chinese
population settling in one of our provinces
in the large numbers that they do. They
are not a desirable class. The Mongolian
race do not seem acceptable to the
Caucasian family. Whether we ourselves
can adopt any policy that will keep them
from coming to our shores is, 1 think,
very questionable.  We all know that this
is a policy which must be entirely control-
led by the Imperial authority. What Lord
Derby might have to say to it, I would
be rather anxious to know, because this
Chinese question has a curious history.
It is a matter within the remembrance of
us all, that the Chinese desired to keep
the barbarians out of China for a long
period of time, and it was only through the
arguments of grape and cannister and shot
and shell that they were induced to believe
in the superior humanizing influence of
the Anglo-saxon race to the Caucasian
race generally. We know that we in-
sisted upon their country being opened
to us; that we ought to have the right

HoN. Mr. SCOTT.

to establish trade in a limited de-
gree with the people of China We
in consequence established ourselves at
Hong Kong, and insisted on having five
ports open to British shipping, and when
the Chinese did not see the propriety of
trading with us, we sent an army down to
Pekin and burnt their beautiful palace
there, and finally they were convinced by
our superior arguments that a trade with
the outer world was a policy that they
ought to adopt. It scems to me rather
inconsistent and rather illogical for the
Chinese now to be told—* It is true we
wanted to trade with China, and we
wanted to settle in China; we desired to
have it free for our merchants to make all
the money they could in that country, and
invest it in British stocks ; but the rule
docs not seem to work the other way and
we are opposed to the Chincse coming
into our territory and settling themselves
amongst us.” It will be an exceedingly
awkward problem to unravel, and to satisfy
the Chinese at least that we are consistent.
It is a subject that has formed for many
years an angry controversy between the
Government at Washington and the Gov-
ernment at Pekin—in fact the result
attained has never bheen one satisfactory
to either parties. The Chinese immigra-
tion has gone on on a kind of sufferance
system that has not been at all satisfactory,
and I assume that that will be the result
of any negotiation that we may desire to
make, unless we acquire the power of
making treatics ourselves, and then possibly
we may be able to devise some system by
which we can obviate the difficulty that
seems to be created by this large itamigra-
tion of Mongolians into British Columbia,

We are told that the Government pro-
pose to aid railway enterprise in the North-
West. I assume that that, perhaps, is by
remitting to the various companies that
have already been alloted grants of land
on their paying for it, the stipulated sum
of half a dollar or a dollar an acre. Itis
a policy that I am quite prepared to
approve of, as I think the construction of
subsidiary lines of railway, through various
parts of the North-West, ought to be in
every way encouraged.

In strange contrast to the first paragraph
of the Address comes the next one, in
which we are told that the time has arrived
in which it is necessary in effect to re-enact



The

[JAN. 30, 1885] Address.

17

the old Bankruptcy Law. I say it is in-
consistent with the first paragraph, in
whlch we are told that the towns of the
Dominion are fairly prosperous ; but as
the returns show that the increase of
failures has been very considerable, par-
ticularly the last few years, I assume that
such a provision as the one named in the
Address 15 an absolute necessity.

We are told, also, that in pursuance of
the vote of last session, a vessel was fitted
out in order to ascertain the feasibility of
the Hudson Bay scheme. As to the wis-

Om of that policy, honorable gentlemen

Now my views. When the hon. Senator
'ﬁ'Om.MontrealhwhoI regret is not now
In his place—first brought this subject
efore the House, I then took the ground
that if it were feasible I thought we were
Mot acting in the interests of the people of
(.qnada In favoring a scheme which was
Bolng 1o divert the whole trade of the
North-West through the waters of the
Hudson Bay and the north Atlantic in-
stead of through its natural channel, the
older Provinces of Canada. We have
cen spending hundreds of millions of
. ]fellars In opening up avenues by which
re }?rqducls of the North-West could

ach tide water ; and it scemed to me to
€ Inconsistent with our policy that before
©S¢ avenues have been completed, and
€ wisdom of our large expenditure put
the test, that we should be actually pre-
Fgr;ng to divert the whole of that traffic
COnt!:'oliher route in which the people who
o l~l‘1_t:d this large sum of money have
cmg?a.alble Intercst. But I had always
. chinamfed a belief that the scheme was
the Gl(;encal one: that it was adoptf’:(‘l by
knew u‘]/?mment simply as a foil. They
tion ex) €re was a good deal of dissatisfac-
th sting in the North-West, because

€ people were told there that the pro-
erl;lt(.:itl'selOf {helr farms must reach tide water
one rai)it 1ro.ugh British channels, and over
the Hu‘:la'y 5 and to meet this proposition
take for son Bay scheme was _allowed to
askod tm and shape, and Parliament was
test theo VNOl.e'z‘l 1arg§ sum of money to
it may bPO;lSlbl]lty of it. I have no doubt
and fz)r : { at under certain circumstances
ceed ; Imited time, a vessel can suc-
Hudsor? Bgettmg through ; but that the
municatio ay baffords free and easy com-
North. W 0 Detween Europe and the

est I am disposed to deny.

to
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Railway schemes were favored last year
and the year before by which the traffic
from the North-West was to reach Hudson
Bay, and we are now spending this con-
siderable sum of money in ascertain-
ing whether a vessel can navigate the
waters of Hudson Bay and Straits. The
probability is that like some of the Arctic
expeditions, we shall have to send another
vessel to try and get the exploring vessel
out of the ice. We know that those
waters are so filled for many months of
the year with vast quantities of icebergs,
that it is wholly unsafe for any vessel to
navigate them except during a very limited
period of the summer season.

The proposition to represent Canada at
the Antwerp exhibition is one that I quite
approve of, and I think also it would be
proper that we should share in the
Colonial and Indian exhibition that is
proposed to be held in England in 1886.
It is a legitimate way of advertising the
pr>ducts of Canada, and of showing the
advance that we have made in the growth
and prosperity of the country.

.Various smaller measures are proposed
to be laid before us, but those I do not
propoie to deial with until they come
properly before us. The Speech is rather
remarkable for its manifold omissions
than for the important communications
which the Government have vouchsafed
to give us.

It is remarkable, there being so
important a matter as the termination of
the Fishery Clauses of the Washington
Treaty, that no reference should be
made to the subject; that this pater-
nal Government should not say to
the fishermen who have heretofore found
a market in the United States, that
they hope in their self-reliance that they
would still go on and prosper, and that
other markets might be open to them in
lieu of the important one that is so soon
to be closed against them.

There are other important questions
that have transpired and have been dis-
cussed widely during the recess, that it
might have been proper for the Govern-
ment to advert to, although possibly it
might have been an admission of humilia-
tion. Since we last met in this Chamber
we know that a very considerable area—
an area very much larger than some of the
provinces of this Dominion—has been
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awarded to the Province of Ontario, that
had been previously claimed as part of the
North-West, as Dominion property ; still
no allusion has been made to that in the
Speech from the Throne. The confirma-
tion by the Privy Council of that long
disputed boundary award that has been
so frequently discussed in Parliament, and
about which so much has %een written,
was surely a matter worthy of notice.
Another question that might have been
adverted to with propriety, is the placing
on a proper basis provincial rights. In
thecontest that has been going on between
the Dominion and the important province

of Ontario in regard to many questions of |

right claimed on bebalf of the Province,
the view of the Dominion has been over-
ruled—notably in the appeals known as
the ““ Streams Bill,” and the * Dominion
License Act.” I think if this Confeder-
ation is to be preserved that the federal
power, which is a strong one, ought to be
exceedingly cautious before it eacroaches
upon the provincial authority. I entirely
approve of the minute which was put on
record by the present head of the Govern-
ment in 1868 or 1869, when this question
of disallowing provincial acts first came
before him. He then, with the full know-
ledge of what had been obtained in the
confederation of the provinces, and re-
cognizing how delicate a subject it was,
fully appreciated the importance of giving
to the provinces their full and absolute
right, by declining to veto any local Bill
unless 1t was manifestly in excess of the
provincial authority. I say it would have
beena wise and a proper thing for this
Dominion if the principles that then actu-
ated the leader of the Government hadcon-
tinued to be his guide in the consideration
of the subjects which have in recent years
come under his attention as the head of
this Government. He has not recently
shown that broad statesmanship that
formerly characterized him, but rather a
tendency to cripple an important province
that seemingly, politically, has not been
favorably disposed to his own views. In
all the contests that have arisen on those
constitutional questions it is a matter of
notoriety that the Dominion has been
worsted It is a matter of regret that those
contests should arise. There ought to be
some degree of elasticity allowed in pro
vincial legislation, and unless the province

Hon. Mr. SCOTT.

is encroaching manifestly beyond its
proper limit, it ought not to be interfered
with, and the question ought to be dis-
cussed on a broader and more friendly
basis.  The Province of Ontario may feel
that it was a fortunate thing for this
country that there was a tribunal on the
other side of the Atlantic made up of the
law Lords of the Privy Council who took
a more just view of the situation, wholly
unbiased by any political feeling. I trust
that the experience that has been gained
in the past year may be a warning to
future governments that they are not io
cncroach upon the rights of the provinces:
Our Dominion will be all the stronger;
the people will be more contented if they
feel that the constitution that was given to
them, the written constitution, is one which
is not to be encroached upon ; that it has
to he interpreted at least as fairly for the
weaker power as if it were of equal strength
to the parent power, because things of that
kind naturally give rise to unpleasantness
and irritation.  They reflect upon the
federal Government, because they lead one
to the conclusion that it was a matter of
feeling rather than of principle that was
the guide in considering the important
question of whether the province had gone
beyond its power in the legislation that is
sought to be vetoed.

Mon. Mr. GIRARD.—I have been
long enough a member of this House to
feel assured that there will be no doubt
in the mind of any one as to the position
I occupy. I have come this year, as in
the past, quite disposed to help the Govern-
ment in all measures in the interests of
the country. I do not see in the Speech
from the Throne anything which I could
not sustain; but I rise in case some pre-
judice may be created in the minds of
hon. gentlemen, by the remarks made by
the hon. gentleman who has just spoken
in reference to matters which have been
submitted lately by the Government of
Manitoba to the federal authorities, to
make some observations on certain matters
affecting the interests of my province. It
should be borne in mind that we are
surrounded in that country by peculiar
circumstances. When we came into the
Dominion I do not think we received the
fair treatment that we deserved. We did
not receive an equivalent for what we gave,
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and if, from time to time, we have heen!
forced to come to the Federal Government |
to get something more, it was because it
was Impossible for us to go any further!
Otherwise. We have received liberal as-|
Sistance from the Government here, but
It does not follow that we have got all’
that we are entitled to ; and at the present |
::’e, If we consider the value and import- |
€€, not only of the vast Province of|
Malt.oba., but also of the North-West |
m?lrélltoneS, 1 do not think it is saying too |
recei]v tdo observe that we have not yet
to atK Y onc-half of what we were entitled
into ﬂ: ¢ Ytlr.ne I\Ipmtol)a was aglmnttedl
e Union, if more precaution had |
€en taken then to secure our rights. We
aagc respectfully come, from time to time,
d stated our wants to the Dominion Gov-
fir:nmfim and we have received killd atten-
Stanceonllq them, and I suppose in this in-
subsid f‘ «IO,‘\VVe. will receive an increase of
Provin)c. ) thls simply an act of justice to the
sent ar:d“ xch I hfn‘c the honor torepre-
Unan; one which 1 am_ sure will be
Nmously conceded by this House.
are d?:’) 8.1«'1(1 to sce that the Government
o Tililwllao.-beq to advance the construction
here ar)es 1{1 the North-West Territories.
colonizatig H;;:s which in the interests of
as pOSSiblen Should be constructed as soon
i north e Lines are spoken of running
ope 1 est and south-west directions.
t hol t]he (zovernmept will be disposed
that t}?er 0Ose enterprises in such a way
order tg will be constructed rapidly in
country IIJromotc the settlement of the
Su“gesii.no would here take the liberty of
Hibfhertob,a better system of aiding them.
of lang at“e have assisted them by yrants
West wa a time when land in the North-
Perhaps Sitm)t appreciated at its fu}l value.
with E : would be better to aid them
more r’qé il‘n‘t of money. It would be a
pOratiIo)r;sc xc'al'mode of assisting the cor-
constraes which have undertaken the
submit ihlgn of those roads. I respectfully
only of 1S suggestion in the interests not
y of Manitoba but of the North-West

erritories, and in the interests of the
whole of Canada

observe with

effo great satisfaction that
tts have been made by the Government
during the last summer to ascertain the
E:::lcngab{ht)’ of navigating Hudson’s Bay
b btraxts. We know that difficulties

St, but I tr