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ERRATUM.

In the Proceedings of Tuesday, February 29th, Page xii of this Table, the
motion of Mr, Workman in amendment to the motion of Mr. Cartwright that the
House go into Committee of Supply, is represented as having been negatived by 174
to 3. Mr. Workman's amendment was ruled out of order, and the following was

that mpon which the division took place:—
Page.

¢¢ Resolved, That this House in main#aining the policy adopted by the present and
past Governments in limiting the rate of duties upon the importation of these
classes of articles which are produced in the country, to-the extent required to
meet the wants of the revenue, fully appreciates the national benefits arising
from the degree of protection to the existing manufacturing industries of the
Dominion afforded under that system, but observes with regret that the fluctua-
tions in price, resulting from the uncertain condition of foreign markets, affecting
the Canadian markets, and incapable of being foreseen by the Canadian manu-
facturers, exposed our manufacturing interests to unfair competition, and this
House, while now ready to record its approval of the general policy of the present
Administration, is nevertheless of opinion, that the said manufacturing interests
deserve the continued fostering care of Parliament, and that the time has arrived
when the Government of the Dominion should inform the Imperial Government
that the Parliament ot Canada deems it necessary to revive some of the features
of a former policy by imposing differential duties ; and to indicate, further, that
in order to meet the difficulties against which Canadian manufactures are strug-
ling, and in the general interests of the Canadian public, and to bring the
ritish and foreign manufacturer on nearer terms of equality in the Canadian
market, this House would be prepared to approve of any measure to be submitted
to them by the Administration whereby a rate of not less than ten per cent. should
be added to the existing importation tariff against such articles of foreign manu-
facture, of which the same classes are manufactured in the Dominion by way of
difference to that extent in favour of like clagses of productions of the Mother
Country.”—Mr. Irving erersaiees e 311




CANADA.

DEBATES OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS

FOR THE

THIRD SESSION OF THE 3rp PARLIAMENT OF THE DOMINION
OF CANADA CALLED FOR THE DESPATCH OF BUSINESS
ON THE 10rs DAY OF FEBRUARY, 1876.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

TaURSDAY, February 10.

The Parliament which had been pro-
rogued from the 8th day of April, 1875,
and thence from time to time to the
10th day of February, 1876, met this
day for the despatch of business at
three p.m.

A Message from His Excellency the
Governor General, by R. E. Kimber,
Jr., Esq., Gentleman Usher of the
Black Rod, was received commanding
this honourable House to attend im-
mediately in the Chamber of the
Senate. Accordingly Mr. - Speaker
with the House went up to His
Excellency, and having returned,

REPORTS RELATING TO ELECTIONS.

Mr. SPEAKER read certificates
from Judges relating to Elections in
the following constituencies :—

For the Electoral District of Gaspe; for
the Electoral District of Centre Toronto;
for the Electoral District of Hamilton; for
the Electoral District of the County of Monk ;
for the Electoral District of Napierville; for
the Electoral District of the North Riding of
the County of York ; for the Electoral District
of the North Riding of the County of Perth ;
for the Electoral District of Dorchester; for
the Electoral District of Montreal West; for
the Electoral District of Montreal Centre; for
the Electoral District of Argenteuil; for the
Electoral  District of Chambly;
Elgctoral District of the Norihk Riding- of the
£iduirty of Renfrew.

1,4

for  the

INTRODUCTION OF MEMBERS.

Mr. SPEAKER then referred to the’
practice inaugurated at the opening of
the present Parliament ‘with regard to
the introduction ‘of members. Hb
thought at the time that at ensuing
Sessions that practice would create dn-
necessary confusion, and, as all were
aware, very serious inconvenience had
arisen from its adoption. Nothing had
been done in regard to the matter, but
he presumed there would be no diffi-
culty in determining what ought to be
done. His own impression was that it
would be better to revert to the old
practice ; at all events hon. gentlemen
who had been a Session out of the
House must be introduced. Hon.
gentlemen who were members during
the last Session, and who had since
been unseated and re-elected might
take their seats without the formality
of an introduction. But any gentle-
man who had been one Session out of
the House must be regarded as a new
member and ought to be introduced.
1t would be better, however, to revert
to the old practice and have everybody
Jintroduced.

The new members were then intro-
duced and took their seats.

THE SPEECH FROM THE THRONE.
Mr. SPEAKER reported that the
House had this day attended his Bx-
cellency the Governor Géneral in the
Chember of the Senaté, when His



2 The Speech from

Excellency was pleased to make a most
gracious speech from the Throne, of
which he had for greater accuracy
obtained a copy, as follows :(—

Homerable Gentlemen of the Senatz :
Qentlemen of the House of Commons :

I have much pleasure in again calling yon
together to attend to the business of the
sountry.

Since you last assembled it has been my
bappiness to visit the Mother Country, and to
have had the opportunity while there of
<calling public attention to the remarkable
prograss of the Dominion, and of giving
expression to the feelings of attachment to the

rson of Her Majesty and the interests of the
ﬁnpire which animate the Canadian people.

The great depression which has prevailed
throughout the neighboring countries for sev-
eral years, and which has more recently been
felt in the old world, causing a general stag-
nation of business, has extended to Canada
and has seriously affected our trade. At the
same time, we have reason to be grateful for
an abundant harvest; and while I deeply regret
the suffering which exists among certain
classes and in particular localities, 1 believe

nevertheless that the great bulk of our people’

continue to enjoy s condition of reasonable
prosperity.

I am happy to be able to congratulate you
on the fact that the great railway undertak-
ing, counecting the former Province of
Canada with the Maritime Provinces, provided
for by the Act of 1867, is approaching comple-
tion. Early in the coming summer, the small
portion of the Intercolonial line not already
in operation will be opened, when the con-
nection with other systems of railway will be
formed, 80 as to enable passengers and traffic
to pass over continuous lines of railway from
Halifax or St. John to the extreme Western
railways of Ontario.

The opening of the Prince Edward Island
Railway during the pastyear marksan epoch
in the history of that Island, and cannot but
exert a beneficial influence on the people, and
add to their material prosperity.

Every effort has been made to obtain an
early settlement of the claims of Canada for
compensation for the use of her Fisheries by
the United States, as provided by the Treaty
of Washington. Her Majesty’s Government
in the early part of last summer, at the
instance of my advisers, appointed the British
~ommissioner, but I regret to have to state
that the United States Government have not
yet appointed & Commissioner, and that con.
sequently no progress has been made.

I have given effect to the Supreme and
‘Exchequer Court Act of last Session by issuing
the proclamations, and by appeinting the
Judges and officers of the Court,

A Bill to simplify and amend the law relat.
ing to Common Carriers will be submitted for
your consideration. ’
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the Throne.

A Bill will be brought before you contain-
ing provisions for affording greater security
to policy holders in Life Assurance Com-
panies.

The want of reliable and systematised
information relating to the several classes of
crime and the importance of collecting and
classifying criminal statistics have engaged
my attention. A Bill will be introduced te
provide for what is most essential in this
direction.

You will be asked to make provision for
the commencement of the work of congolidat-
ing the Statute Law.

The Acts relating to the enfranchisement
of Indians and the management of Indiam
affairs have been fully considered, and steps
have been taken to ascertain the views of the
Indians themselves. A measure on this sub-
ject will be submitted for your approval.

A measure will be introduced to provide
for the better administration of the estates of
ingolvent Banks. .

Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

The accounts for the past and the Estimates
for the next financial year will be laid befors
you. The Estimates have been framed with
every possible economy consistent with the
public interests. I regret that the depression
in trade to which I have alluded, has seriously
affected the revenue. It will be necessary im
view of this circumstance to curtail the ex-
penditures in the several branches of the
public service.

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate :
Qentlemen of the House of Commons :

Correspondence, Reports, and other Papers
regarding the construction of the Pacific Rail-
way will be laid before you,

During the recess, a deputation from the
Government of Manitoba visited Ottawa to
invite the attention of the Government of
the Dominion to the circumstances of that
Province. They represented that the income
of the Province wis insufficient to provide for
its ordinary governmental expenses. The
papers on this subject will be laid before you,
and certain propositions will be submitted for
your consideration. The Legislatare 6f Mani-
toba has in the meantime adopted some
measures to reduce the expenditures of the
Province, '

I invite your earnest attention to the
several subjects mentioned, and to the general
business which will come before you, and I
trust that your deliberations may be guided
by wisdom and moderation.

On motion of Hon. Mr. MACKEN.-
Z1E it was resolved that the Speech of
His Excellency be taken into consid-
eration to-morrow.

PRINTING OF VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE moved :
That the Votes and Proceedings of ‘the

House be printed, being first perused by



The

“Mz. Bpeaker, and that he do appoint the

ing thereof; and that no person but such
as he shall appoint do presume to print the
mme. Carried.

STANDING COMMITTEES.

3

Hon, Mr. MACKENZIE moved :

That Select Standing Committees of this
“House for the present Session, be appointed
‘for the following purposes:—1. On Privi-
‘leges and Elections.—2. On Expiring Laws.—
8. On Railways, Canals and Telegraph
Lines.—4. On Miscellaneous Private Bills,—5.
On Standing Orders.—6. On Printing.—7. On
‘Public Accounts —8. On Banking and Com-
‘merce,.—9, On Immigration and Colonization,
—which said Committees shall severally be
.empowered to examine and enquire into
all such matters and things as may be referred
to them by the House; and to report from
time to time their observations and opinions
thereon ; with power to send for persons, papers
and records.

Mr. MACKENZIE said—I would
mention to the House, with reference
to this motion, that the matter of
reporting the Debates should be assign-
ed to the Printing Committee as
part of their-duties, and that they
should be named the Standing Com-
mittee on Reporting and Printing. I
mention this at present as I find it will
be necesssary immediately to refer the
reporting of the Debates to them.

he motion was carried.

INDEPENDENCE OF PARLIAMENT.

Hon. Mr, MACKENZIE moved the
following :—

That if anything shall come in question
touching the Return -or Election of any
Member, he iz to withdraw during the
time the matter is in Debate ; and all Mem.
bers returned upon double Returns are to
withdraw until their Returns are determined.

That if it shall appear that any person
hath been elected or returned a Member
of this House, or hath endeavoured so
to be, by bribery or any other corrupt
practices, this House will proceed with the ut-
most severity against all such persons as shall
have been wilfully concerned in such bribery
or other corrupt practices.

That the offer of any money or other
advantage to any Member of the House
of Commons, for the promoting of any
natter whatsoever, depending or to be tran-
sacted in the Parliament ot the Dominion of

is a high crime and misdemeanor,
and tends to the subversion of the Constitu-
tion.

Mr. MACKENZIE said it might be
more convenient, if, instead of moving
these resolutions at the commencement

3
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of every Session, they were made a
standing order of the House and incor-
porated in the Rules.

The motion was carried.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE laid on the
Table the Report of the Department of
Public Works ; also the Report of the
special commission appointed to inves-
tigate the nature and extent of the
Baie Verte Canal.

Hon. Mr. BURPEE presented the
Trade and Navigation Returns for 1876.

Hon. Mr. VAIL brought down the
Report of the Militia Department.

On motion of Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE
the House adjourned.

HOUSE OF COMMONS,

FRI-;):Y, February 11.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three
o’clock.

NEW MEMBERS.

Mr. John Short, the Member elect
for Gaspé, was introduced by Hon. Mr.
Robitaille and Mr. Caron.

Mr. John Beverly Robinson, Mem-
ber elect for West Toronto, was intro-
duced by Sir John Macdonald and
Hon. Dr. Tupper.

INLAND REVENUE REPORT.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE laid on the
Table the Report of the Inland Revenue
Department.

THE ADDRESB.

Mr. CASEY—I rise to propose the
adoption of the Address which has
been placed in your hands, and which
is the customary answer to His Excel-
lency’s speech from the Throne. In
doing so, 1 feel that I have a right to
claim, as is frequently done in such
a case, the indulgence of the House.
The member to whom this task is
allotted can very generally plead
inexperience in Parliamen speak-
ing. He has also other difficulties to
contend with. His functions, which
are chiefly those of an echo, are not of
such a nature as to excite any lively
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enthusiasm either in his own mind
or in the minds of his andience. How-
ever, I consider that on the present
occasion I am very fortunate in some
of the topics I have to speak upon.
This is particularly so with the one
which first catches your eye, namely,
that relating to His Excellency’s visit
to the Mother Country, and the man-
ner in which he brought before the
British public the resources of Canada.
Not only did be on that occasion picture
our material resources and the feelings
of loyalty which he found to exist
here, in the brightest colors, but he
paid us a number of compliments
which I fear we cannot at all times
feel that we deserve. In his speech
at the dinner given by the Canada
Club in July last he used language
which I hope it is not amiss
to quote. He vreferred to us as
“that noble community, their kinsmen
and fellow citizens, who on the other
- side of the Atlantic are engaged in
building up a nationality cognate to
their own, instinct with the same high
spirit of constitutional freedom, and
determined to prove itself a worthy
member of the British Empire.” We

-can endorse all this, but when he goes
on to pay a high compliment to us for,

the invariable moderation,  wisdom,
and good feeling which characterizes
political warfare in this country, we
cannot, I am afraid, receive it without
a feeling of modesty. That modesty,
however, cannot make us less grateful
for the kindly spirit which prompted
the expression. But, Sir, His Excel-
lency is careful to repudiate in very

strong terms the idea that our loyal:
sttachment to the Mother Country’
arises from an unworthy feeling of de-

pendence. He says:—“So far from
this being the case, no characteristic
‘of the national feeling is moré¢ strongly
marked than their exuberant confi-
‘dence in their ability to shape their
own destinies to their appointed issue,
‘their jealous pride of the legislative aun-
tonomy with which they have been
endowed, and their patriotic and per-
sonal devotion to the land within

whose ample bosom they have been

nurtured, and which they justly regard
a8 more largely dowered with all that

-ean endear & country to its-sons than,

‘any other in the world.” - These are
Mr. Casxy.
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manly words, and though they wonld
have sounded strangely enongh from
the mouth of a Governor Genei-alggpﬁt
so long ago, they now find an echo in
every bheart. It is felt by all that
without a love for our native land and
its free institutions, and withouﬁth;i&-de»
termination to preserve our legislafive
autonomy to which His Excellency re-
fers with so much approval, we ean
never be worthy the name of a nation,

‘or attain to that grand destiny which

awaits us, if we have not the courage,
self-reliance, and patriotism to deserve
it. Itis well then that this national
feeling should be encouraged, and it is
a happy omen that this encourage-
ment should come from a quarter
where there can be mno suspicion
of disloyalty. It is well that the
Governor General should be one
of the first to take a public
occasion in the Old Country to
encourage a national feeling among
us and point out that we have a destiny
not only as a colony but as a nation.
His Exeellency, however, has been
careful to guard against any suspicion
of a wish on our part to separate from
the Empire, by assuring his hearers of
the desire of Canadians to remain a part
of the great British Empire, to share
its destiny, and to fulfil all the obliga-
tions that such a position may imply.
There is no use denying that as part
of the British Empire we will be under
certain obligations; that as a part of
the British Empire we will have to

‘make concessions and sacrifices, and

will have to undergo a certain amount
of inconvenience that we would not
otherwise have to undergo._Bat'
think this House and the country :are
unanimously of the opinion that these
obligations are such as we can sustain,
and that the advantages which we
derive from the connection will coun-
terbalance anything we may suffer on .
account of it. His Excellency mno
doubt had in his mind some great
scheme of individuality combined with
union. He has considered it his duty
to assist in developing such an idga
amongst us, and I have no doubt it
will be his privilege to assist in-carry-
ing it out—to assist in carrying ottt
the idea of a Canadian nationality,
combined with a wider and mere .com-
prehensive nationality as members of
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the British Empire. His Excellency
has touched wpon this subject, not with
the cold reasoning of the political econo-
mist, but rather with the” sympathetic
insight and hopeful warmth of imagin-
ation which are often more correct in
predicting the destiry of nations than
mere logic ever can be. Iam sure the
House will join in thanking His
Excellency for these expressions ind
in  hoping that his aspirations
may be realized, and that the people
of Canada may long remain as in his
own words, “not only the kinsmen,
but the fellow citizens ” of those from
whom on the other side we derive
our political existence. But a picture
<cannot be brightall over. We cannot
look at the state of business in the
country since last year without very
serious thoughts; the wonderful pros
perity we have had for years has led
us, perhaps, into extravagance in
living, over production in some lines
and over importation in others. This
has brought about an inevitable
depressible in trade, and although the
“depression has been sufficient to cause
difficulties, it is hardly sufficient to
cause anxiety, much less alarm. The
-vil is producing its own cure. Those
who have spent or produced too much
have been obliged to curtail their
-cxpenditure and production. The
result will be an accumulation of
money in the country and a stoppage
of that waste of our productive powers
that hus been going on too largely for
the good of the country: The depres-
sion of trade will be only temporary.
The country is not poor, it is only 1n
such 4 position that it is not able to
realize and employ" all its capital.
Another reaction must soon take place
and set the wheels of commerce again
in motion; and probably by the
_time His Excellency favors us with
another speech, he will be able to tell
us that this state of things has passed
gway, and prosperity again prevails
throughout the country. This depres-
" gion in trade has naturally cansed a
decrease in the national income as
ointed out in the speech. The decrease
ike its cause must be only temporary.
‘With increased imports the revenue
must become again elastic, and
it is highly creditable to His Excel-
lency’s advisers that, instead of recom-
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mending any rash attempts to force on
the prosperity of the courtry or artifi-
cially increase the revenue, they have
recommended a course of economy in
public expenditure that will be accepta-
ble to the country at large. If this re-
medy proves good in the commercial
world there is noreason to suppose that
it will not also be successful in that of
politics, and if commerce be restored
to its ordinary condition the same will
take place with regard to revenue, It
is also noted in the speech that this de-
pression has not prevailed to such a
great extent in the agricultural dis-
tricts. This is quite correct; the crops
have been unusually good throughout
the country, and the markets have been
very fair also. HEven where this has
not been the case, the abundant cro
has prevented any possibility of hard-
ship or suffering among the agricul-
tural classes. The next item of import-
ance that requires our attention is the
reference to the completion of the Do-
minion railways in the east. It is a
cause for congratulation that the
final opening of the Intercolonial Rail-
way will next summer mark the com-
pletion of an undertaking which we
commenced at Confederation for the
purpose of binding ourselves somewhat
more closely to the people of the East-
ern Provinces. It is to be hoped
the railway will have that effect. We
must also hope, and hope strongly, that
although its route was not chosen for
commercial purposes, it will secure
sufficient communication between our-
selves and the Eastern Provinces to
accomplish fully 1ts political object.
The railway on Prince Edward Island
is also a great boon to the people of that
Province. and will enable them to start
afresh as members of the Dominion
with the prospect of a prosperity
which they never had in other days.
It is only to be hoped that some link
may be provided between that railway
and the mainland so that communica-
tion may be uninterrupted all the year
round. Another subject of importance
naturally connected with this is the
production of the papers and corres-
pondence in reference to the Pacific
Railway. I think I would not be far
astray in supposing that the corr
Eondence will refer to the negotiations
etween our Government and that of
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British Columbia, with regard to the
building of the railway on Vancouver
Island. A Bill for the construction
of such a railway passed this House
last Session. The building of that
road was part of a proposal from
our Government in cousideration of
the inevitable delays in carrying out
the bargain which the late Gov-
ernment entered upon, This Bill did
not pass the Senate, and it remained
for the Government to consider what
was to be substituted. The offer of
a lump sum instead of a railway on
the Island was decided on. With re-
ard to the remainder of the proposal,
or the work on the mainland, the
obligation of the Government remains
the same as ever, and there is no rea-
son to judge that they have given up
their intention *of going on with the
the road. But it must be remembered
that the former proposal, as well as the
latter, was subject to the resolution
adopted by this House that we should
not be bound to increase the rate of
taxation for the completion of this rail-
way. It appears then that we were
never bound, nor are we now bound, to
lay additional burthens on the country
for the building of this railway, but
only to go on with it as rapidly as pos-
sible. Other reports by the engineers
engaged in the survey of the Pacific
Railway will, I understand, show that
very considerable progress has been
made during the recess. They will
show that in the Cascade and Rocky
Mountain ranges explorations have
been made in hitherto unexplored
districts, and more favorable routes
have been discovered. They will show
also that there are still large unexplored
regions in that country which it will
gerhaps»be well to look into before
nally adopting a route for some parts
of the road. However, considerable
frogress has already been made in the
ocation of the railway, and it is under-
stood that further explorations will be
made next year. Mr. Selwyn, Director
of the Geological Survey, has visited
"a portion of the country known as
the Peace River district, considerably
north of the first ﬁplace chosen as the
route of the Pacific Railway. He re-
ports that where the river cuts through
the Rocky Mountain region the moun-
tains practically disappear, and only a
Mr. Caszr.
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district of rolling country covered for-
the most part with prairie®soil appears.
On the Pine River there is a pass whose-
elevation is not more than two thousand
feet above the sea, scarcely half the
altitude of the Téte Jaune Cache,which
was considered formerly so favorable..
This extends not only through the-
Rocky Mountain Range but up to the
very edge of the Cascade Mountains.
Through this an outlet could probably
be obtained to some point on the Paci-
fic Coast—to Bute Inlet or Gardener-
Channel, for example. The climate of
this country Mr. Selwyn reports on
very favorably. Even as far north as
Lake Arthabaska, he obtained speci- -
mens of wheat of fine quality which
were produced there from grain sown:
in May and reaped in August of”
this year. When the House remem-
bers that this  point is over 600
miles north of Fort Garry, it will
be seen that the country there is
better than we ever expected to find:
it.  Mr. Selwyn’s reports point to the -
conclusion that the country is well:
worthy of consideration. We are also-
called upon in the Address to note thas
the Government has taken all neces-
sary steps to secure the settlement of -
our claims in regard to the Fisheries
under the Washington Treaty. It is
well-known to the House that the
settlement of these claims was post-
poned simply on account of negotia-
tions with regard to reciprocity. Now
it appears that our Government has
taken the necessary steps by appoint-
ing a Commissioner, and we may
hope the matter will soon be brought
to an issue. I cannot help, on behalf "
of myself, and perhaps some other
Members who feel as 1 do, expressing-
a wish that some more definite basis
might have been established for the
settlement of this matter. We all re-
member that it was in order to ascer--
tain the extent of our claims in regard
to those Fisheries that the High Joint-
Commission was first asked for by our
Government. Itisalsoknown that this
Commission broke up without having
come to any decision on that matter, so-
that the question of the extent of
eur as well as of the American
claims remains exactly as it was be--
fore the Commission sat. There are,
consequently, certain embarrassments.
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in regard to those claims which would
never have existed if the Washington
Commission had fulfilled its original
désign and given an authoritative
expression of opinion thereon. I have
every confidence, however, that the
present Government will use its best
efforts to obtain justice for us,
but the House will remember
that the Government is subject to
embarrassments and difficulties which
it would not have experienced if
affairs had turned out differently at
the time the Washington Treaty was
arranged. We can join very heartily
in his Excellency’s congratulation on
the subject of the establishment of the
Supreme Court for this Dominion. It
is a Court representative of all parts
of the Dominion—a Court composed
of Judges of great authority, which
by its personnel, by its representative
character, will be able to give decisions
which will meet with general accep-
sance throughout the country. It is
also worthy of notice that it was
intended to be, and is, a Court of final
decision. It was felt by the Govern-
ment, no doubt, at the time of the pas-
sage of . the Bill, that the right of
unlimited appeal was unjust to poor
suitors as compared with wealthy
ones in great cases, and that
some means ought to be provided
by which final decision might
be obtained without leaving our own
ecountry. This was no doubt one of
the objects intended by the establish-
ment of the Supreme Court, and we
have every reason to suppose, from its
composition that its decisions will
be willingly accepted as final by
all who have occasion to come
before it. It has been asserted that
there was an intention in the estab-
lishment of this Court to take away
one of the innate rights of British sub-
jects—that of final appeal to the foot
of the Throne. is, the House
knows, is a right which no Act of ours
can take away, and it is not attempted
to take it away by this Bill. The Bill
merely provides that those who choose
to ask the judgment of the Supreme
Court on their cases must accept
that judgment as final. They have
still, as before, the right to appeal to
the Privy Oouncil, or to the foot of the
Throne, as it is called, instead of to our
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Supreme Court; but those who appeal
to that Court are asked to accept its
decision. That was the understanding
when the Bill was introduced, and I
think the House and the country are
in no different frama of mind concern-
ing it this Session. The attempt to
represent this clause of the Bill as an
attack upon the close relations which
exist between us and the Mother
Country, I think the House will feel
to be unpatriotic, and calculated to
arouse ill feeling between us and the
Mother Country, and not to realize the
prospects alluded to in the early part
of the Address. We have further to
consider the application of our friends
in Manitoba for better terms, and the
action of the Government connected
therewith. The circumstances of that
Province have been from the beginning
rather peculiar. To use a common
phrase, they have never had “a fair
start.”” Their increase in population
has been great, the expenses of
government have naturally increased
along with it, and there scems to be
noimpropriety in their asking for some
better terms than they formerly had.
Their case js further sirengthencd by
the fact that they have shown a disposi-
tion to economise in local expenditure
and not to waste the subsidies they have
received from us. There are several
other Bills in the Addiess which I
might refer to at greater length had I
not already spoken so long. The Bill
to regulate the responsibilities of Com-
mon Carriers; the Bill in regard to Life
Assurance Companies; the Bill in re-
gard to Crimina] Statistics, and tha$
in regard to the enfranchirement of
Indians, are all subjects which
the House must feel to be of very
great importance. If 1 were even to
speak on those subjects at considerable
length T could probably give few
details which would enlighten the
House. I therefore pass them over
with this brief reference. Perhaps in.
regard to some of these and other
matters in the Address, the House may
be favored with some remarks from
the gentleman who is to second the
Address, and who will probably make
up for any omissions of mine. . I will
conclude by saying that I believe the
bill of fare laid before us contains
quite ‘enough work for a busy scssiom
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of moderate length, and I believe
" the House cordially joins with His

Exceliency in hoping that our deliber-

ations may be guided by prudence and
* moderation, and that his compliments
to us may be well deserved during the
pession. Mr. Casey concluded by mov-
" ing the following resolutions :

1. That an humble Address be pre-
sented to His Excellency the Governor
General, to thank His Excellency for
his gracious speech at the opening of
the present Session; and further to
assure His Excellency,—

2. That we are grateful to His Ex-
‘cellency for calling us together to
attend to the business of the country
at this early and convenient season.

3. That we learn with the greatest
satisfaction, that since we last as-
sembled it has been His Excellency’s
happiness to visit the Mother Country,
to have had the opportunity while
there of calling public attention to the
remarkable progress of the Dominion,
and of giving expression to the feelings
of attachment to the person of Her
Majesty and the interests of the Em-
‘pire which animate the Canadian
people.

4. That we have been grieved to ob-
serve that the great depression which
“has prevailed throughout neighbouring
- countries for several years, and which
-has more recently been felt in the Old
“World, causing a general stagnation of
business, has extended to Canada and
“hag seriously affected our trade. But,
at the same time, we feel with
"His Excellency, that we have reason
to be grateful for anabundant harvest;
and  while we deeply regret the
~suffering which exists among certain
classes and particular localities, we
‘believe, nevertheless, that the great
"bulk of our people enjoy a condition of
reasonuble prosperity.

* 5. That we receive with much plea-
sure His Excellency’s congratulations
on the fact that the great railway un-
‘dertaking, connecting the former Pro-
‘vince of Canada with the Maritime
Provinces, provided for by the Act of
1867, is approaching completion, and
his assurance that early in the coming
summer, the small portion of the In-
tercolonial line not already in opera-
tion will be opened, when the connec-
‘tion with other systems of Railway
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will be formed, so as to enable passen-
gers and traffic to pass over continuous
lines of Railway from Halifax or St.
John to the extreme Western Railways
of Ontario.

6. That we agree with His Excel-
lency, that the opening of the Prince
Edward Island Railway during the
past year marks an epoch in the
history of that Island, and cannot but
exert a beneficial influence on the
pecple, and add to their material pros-
perity.

7. That we are well assured, that
every effort has been made to obtain
an early settlement of the claims of
Canada for compensation for the use
of her Fisheries by the United States,
ag provided by the Treaty of Washing-
ton; and we are sorry to learn that
although Her Majesty’s Government
in the early part of last summer, at
the instance of His Excellency’s ad-
visers, appointed the British Commis-
sioner, His Excellency has to state
with regret that the United States
Government have not yet appointed a
Commissioner, and that consequently
no progress has been made.

8. That we have seen with great
satisfaction that His Excellency has
given effect to the Supreme and
Exchequer Court Act of last Session
by issuing the proclamations, and by
appointing the Judges and officers of
the Court. :

9. That we shall give our most care-

ful consideration to any Bill to simpli-

fy and amend the law relating to
Common Carriers which may be sub-
mitted to us, as well as to any Bill
that may be brought before us contain-
ing provisions for affording greater
security to policy holders in Life As-
surance Companies. .«

10. That we thank His Excellency
for informing us that the want of re-
liable and systematized information
relating to the several classes of crime
and the importance of collecting and
classifying eriminal statistics have en-
gaged his attention; and we shall
willingly consider any Bill which may
be introduced to provide for what  is
most essential in this direction.

11. That we shall cheerfully make _
such provision as may be found neces-
sary for the commencehent of the
work of consolidating the Statute Law.
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12. That we are glad to learn that
the Acts relating to the enfranchise-
ment of Indiang and the management
of Indian affairs have been fully con-
sidered ; that steps have been taken to
ascertain the views of the Indians
themselves, and that a measure on this
subject will be submitted for our appro-
val.

13. That any measure which may
be introduced to provide for the better
administration of the estates of insol-
yvent Banks will receive our earnest
attention.

14. That we thank His Excellency
for the assurance that the accounts for
the past and the Estimates for the next
financial year will be laid before us;
and that the HEstimates have been
framed with every possible economy
consistent with the public interests,
That we regret to learn that the de-
pression in trade to which he has
alluded has seriously affected the
revenue; and that it will be necessary,
in view of this circumstance, to curtail
the expenditures in the several
branches of the public service.

15. That we shall consider with the
deepest interest the correspondence.
reports, and other papers regarding
the construction of the Pacific Rail-
way which may be laid before us,

16. That we thank His Excellency
for informing us that during the recess,
a deputation from the Government of
Manitoba visited Ottawa to invite the
attention of the Government of the
Dominion to the circumstances of that
Province; and represented that the
income of the Province was insufficient
to provide for its ordinary govern-
mental expenses. That His Excellency
may be sure that any papers on this
subject which may be laid before us,
and any propositions submitted to us
on the subject, shall receive our most
serious consideration ; and that we are
well pleased to know that the Legis-
lature of Manitoba has in the meantime
‘adopted sore measures to reduce the

xpenditures of the Province.

17. That His Excellency may rest
assured that we shall give our earnest
attention to the several subjects he has
been pleased to mertion, and to the
.general business which will come

ore us, and we trust, with His
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Excellency, that our deliberations may
be guided by wisdom and moderation.

Mr. TASCHEREAU—(in French)
—I rise to second the motion of my
hon. friend, the member for Elgin
West, requesting this House to present
to His Excellency the Governor,Gen-
eral an Addressin reply to his gracious
speech from the Throne. 1fThad only
to lend my name to this proposition
and only to give to it the silent assent
of the seconder, I would have an
agreeable duty to perform, which I
would be most happy to assume at the
present moment; but constitutional
usage exacts from a member in my
position something more, and at this
point my hesitation begins, and I
crave the indulgence of this House to
supplement the weakness of the appre-
ciation with which I may offer it.
Further, I may remark that I will
only occupy theattention of the House
for a few moments. His Excellency
makes allusion in the opening of the
Speech from the Throne to the visit
which he has made to the Mother
Country since the last Session of' Par-
liament, and to the opportunities he
has had of drawing public attention to
the remarkable progress of Canada, and
of making known the sentiments of
attachment entertained by the Canadian
people for the person of Her Majesty
and the interests of the Empire. Mr,
Speaker, the Canadian-people could
not have a more faithful interpreter
of their sentiments near Iler Majesty
than her worthy representuative, our
popular Governor General, whose pre-
sence has been coveted by each city,
each town, and each part of the Dom-
inion since his arrival in our midst,
and who has known how tomake him-
self beloved simultaneously by all races,
all creeds, and I may add, all the poli-
tical parties of our country. Our feel-
ings, as well as our needs, our aspira-
tions and our regrets, could not be ex-
pressed by lips more eloquent, more
sympathetic, or more just in our regard,
than the lips of the representa: ive of Her
Majesty here. Lord Dufferin has,so
to speak, changed his role on the other
side of the Atlantic, in making him-
self the representative, the advocate, the
defender, and almost the panegyrist
of the people confided to his admin-
istration; and in order to fulfil more
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fitly this role, and do so with a full
knowledge of the circumstances, he
bas prudently visited all parts of the
Canadian Empire, familiarizing him-
self with our history, and with the
past of our public men. He has studied
thoroughly the genius of the Canadian
people, noting its peculiarities, and he
made this study in the quality
of a savant, man of letters, phjl-
osopher, and statesman. For my
part, Mr. Speaker, as a French Cana-
dian, and ag a member of this House, I
cannot forget or pass without special
mention what he has done for my
countrymen in one of his speeches
delivered on the other side of the At-
lantic, in pointing out to the admira-
tion of the English people all the
qualities which he observed amongst
us; and in particular our aptitude for
thoroughly comprehending and under-
standing, as well as agssisting in the
proper working of the magnificent

litical institutions which we have in-

erited from England—our disposition
for enjoying, as loyal and enlightened
citizens, the constitutional regime so
Jong refused to curfathers. Ihave only
one wish to express, and that is, that
my countrymen will continue to merit
go flattering a eulogy, and that by their
loyalty, as well as by their moderation,
their conciliatory spirit in their rela-
_ tions with other races and other creeds,
and their respect for the civil authority
and the State, they may ever be known
88 models to be followed by the
different nationalities of which, with
- them, the people of Canada is com-
posed. A commercial depression
such as has seldom been folt, has
visited the New World as well
88 the Old, and has not spared
Canada, having seriously affected her
commerce. It is a cloud that darkens
for a moment the sun of our prosperity.
Mention of this trying period could not
be omitted in the speech from the
Throne. Let us hupe with His Excel-
lency, that the omens which we now
witness are but the forerunners of
a great commercial revival—of a salu-
tary and lasting activity in business;
and let us thank Providence for having
saved us from the extreme consequen-
ces of this crisis, which fortunately has
left the germs of our national prospe-
rity intact. The approaching comple-
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tion of the colossal enterprise which,ao- -
cording to the Act of 1867,is destined to
unite the Old Province of Canada with
the Maritime Provinces, is an event
which we shall all welcome with de-
light. We can all appreciate in antici-
pation the tremendous results which
will follow for the whole Dominion by
the completion of the Intercolonial.
By going back less than 20 years, when
ordinary communication was so long
and difficult between the Province of
Quebec and New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia, when the commercial relations
were almost nil, we can better under-
stand the importance of this great rail-
way when it shall be open for traffic,
and when, with the assistance of other
branch roads, merchandise and produce
will be transported without interrup-
tion from Halifax and St. John to the
most distant railways in Ontario. This
enterprise, which is the necessary com-
plement of the work of Confederation,
was long retarded by inevitable eauses,
or rather causes that were preventible,
but in regard to which little trouble
was taken to overcome. The activity
and supervision of the Hon. Minister of
PublicWorks since he has been in power
have greatly contributed to hasten
the day of inauguration, and I hope this
day next year, our friends the Members
for Halifax, St. John, Richmond, In-
verness, Northumberland, Sunbury and
other counties in the Mdritime Pro-
vinces will be able to say that they are
come to fulfil their legislative duties
without having had to pass through
our neighbours’ territory, and that they
have made the journey entirely on
Canadian soil. Our young Province,
the Island of Prince Edward, to which
Heaven has denied nothing in respect
of climate and natural beauty, had. no%
until last year the advantage of an iron
road throughout its length. Let us,
with His Excellency, congratulate
it on the opening of the Railway.
Tam told it is troubled with défours
and caprices. But an alley too
straight through a beautiful garden
would spoil the garden’s picturesque-
ness. Our lovely little Island of
Prince Edward, which is nothing
less than a garden surrounded
by water, did not want a direct alley,
which would have destroyed the poetry
of the thing and suppressed ihe pio-
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turesque. And this is why its little
railway, which is hardly more than an
unpebbled alley, is a little longer than
other lines, and why it winds a little
and—]Jet us say the word—is a little
more crooked than are generally the
railways in countries which are not
gardens. It costs me a pang to leave
this little terrestrial paradise to speak
of other questions which form the sub-
ject of the Speech from the Throne.

ut constitutional usage, of which I
am the slave at this moment, does not
leave me a choice. The House will be
ha.{)py to learn that if there is some
delay in the settlement of the compen-
sation that we have a right to receive
from the United States for the enjoy-
ment of our Fisheries, in virtue of the
Washington Treaty, this delay is not
the work of our Government, which
has already caused an Imperial Com-
missioner to be named. We shall
probably know during the present Ses-
sion the reason why the American
Government holds back from naming
its Commissioner. It is exceedingly
to be regretted that such a delay
should have occurred in the settle-
ment of this international ~ques-
tion, and in the interest of a good
understanding, and of the harmony
which should continue to exist between
the Canadian and American people
throughout these negotiations, result-
ing from the Treaty of Washington, it
i8 important that such temporizing
action should not be renewed. Good
bargains make good friends, but on
condition that both parties to them are
prompt in settlement, and that the
time agreed upon is not allowed to pass
by. Two of the most important events
of the recess were the publication of
the two proclamations giving effect to
the Supreme Court and Court of Ex-
chequer Act. The first of these pro-
clamations, dated September last, puts
this Act in force so far as relates to
to the appointment of the Judges and
Officers of the Court, whose tenure of
office in fact dates from the beginning
of October. The second proclamation,
dated the 11th January of this year,
has allowed suitors to address them-
selves to this tribunal, which since
then has commenced to exercise its juris-
diction in every way. The establisment
of this High Federal Court has been
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viewed favorably by the public, and the
necessity of its existence understood.
The most eminent men or both sides of
the House have united together to
achieve the triumph of this measure.
The doubts which have been expressed
by some members as to the constitution-
ality of some of the provisons of this law
(and I must add I was one of them)
were not shared by those hon. mem-
bers who had for the moment agreed
to a truce of their party quarrels with
a view to come to an understanding as
to the provisions of this mesasure,
Thanks to this understanding, we were
enabled yesterday to see ranged around
His Excellency—draped in their robes
of office, combining richness with
severity, and which, had it not been
for the ermine and scarlet, I might
almost describe as monastical—those
distinguished men, of whom some have
passed through the successes, the
storms and the reverses of political
life. It is not my province to con-
gratulate the Government upon the
choice of those magistrates. I will
content myself with saying that public
opinion has been fully satisfied and
has been struck with the strict impar-
tiality shewn in making these appoint-
ments, As for the officers of the
Court with whom I have the pleas-
ure of a porsonal acquaintance, 1 can
say that their talents, their character,
and their position at the bar fully
justify the choice made by the Gov-
ernment. Let us wait with confidence
until the proceedings of this tribunal,
which we can call our Court parexcel-
fence, shall have commenced, and hope
that its decisions and decrees will meet
the expectation of the public, and will
give satisfaction to every Province, to
every 1ace, and to every creed. A
work of the greatest importance, and
one which is becoming 1imperative, is -
presaged in the speech from the
Throne, to wit:—the consolidation of
the Statutes. Scattered here, there
and everywhere, rendered confusing
by the mass of amendments accumu-
lated during a number of years, these
laws have become somewhat difficult
of reference, and we require a classi-
fication and compilation which will
facilitate researches and make the in-
terpretation more certain. The enfran-
chisement of the Indians and the
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equitable administration of their
affairs are among the subjects to-which
the Government has given its atten-
tion, and the House will be happy to
learn that; following on the steps that
have been adopted among the Indians
themselves to discover their senti-
ments, a measure will be brought be-
fore it for the purpose of defining and

The

regulating the civil and political
rights of the red race. It is

a work of Christian charity and
philanthropy which, if it had been
accomplished in time in other countries,
would have prevented terrible warsand
unheard of cruelties. The Govern-
ment, up to this time, has looked at
the question in a proper light, and its
policy of conciliation and patience
towards our brethren of the woods has
been such as to attract them tous and
render comparatively easy the defini-
tion of theirrights and privileges.—We
must expect a diminution of our rev-
enue. The commercial prostration
which has affected all Governments can-
not but affectus too. But Iam happy to
see that by a wise reduction in the ex-
penses ot the several departments of
the public .service — which the
whole country =will applaud—the
Government hopes to re-establish the
equilibrium of our finances. Anyhow,
we shall not be long before we are
able to render an account of the exact
state of things; and it is probable that
in a few days the Hon. Minister of Fin-
ance and the hon. member for Cumber-
land will have thrown across the Cham-
ber a sufficient quantity of figures,
that members of this House who, like
myself, are not financiers, may not find
themselves astray more than three
millions.—The Province of Manitoba
has attracted the attention® of the
Government in respect to its financial
position.  Whatever the nature of
its wants and demands may be, we
should, in any case, felicitate it on the
manner, eminently practical, in which
it has been able, before presenting its
case to us, to reduce its ordinary ex-
penses by the suppression of a part of
its administrative machinery. The
abolition of its Legislative Council is,un-
der the circumstances actually existing,
an act of the highest prudence and, at
the same time, of the purest abnega-
tion. To save one ofits diseased arms it
Mr. TascHEREAU.
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has courageously amputated the other,
and this latter has lent itself to the
operation in the most gracious manner
possible. IHere is a good commence-
ment, and one which permits us to take
a favorable view of the case of Manito-
ba. I know a certain large Province
where a similar amputation would be
at the present moment impossible. It
would prefer to lose the Federal sub-
sidy rather than sacrifice the right
arm of the local constitution, the im-
mortal Legislative Council, the deliber-
ations of which are the delight of the
ancient capital. So let us speak of it
mo longer, that impotent arm will re-
main bandaged yet a long while, and
will not be cut off if that depends on
itself.—The House eagerly awaits the
correspondence, reports and other
documents relative to the construction
of the Pacific Railway which are pro-
mised it. The Speechfrom the Throne
does not announce to us any changein
the policy of the Government in
reference to this enterprise. I am
glad, for my part, and 1 would
say to the Government: continue
to follow the tactics of Fabius, and
take the council of the wise [Festinan
Lente! The other subjects which are
mentioned in the Speech from the
Throne, and which I have not touched,
as I must keep myself within due
limits, are of great importance, and tae
measures in connection with them will
doubtless be pressed forward with all
the diligence that the want of com-
plete legislation in their regard war-
rants. In concluding, His Excellency
hopes that wisdom and moderation will
preside over our deliberations. Mr.
Speaker, we will not disappoint that
expectation. There are in this Chamber
many conflicting principles, and, un-
fortunately, yet more prejudice in full
ebullition. It cannot be otherwise in
a House issuing from the popular will
of seven distinct Provinces, which but
a short while since had no common tie,
and little or no points of resemblance
with each other. But wehave nothing
to fear in the matter of excess of lan-
guage, dangerous recriminations or
appeals to passion in a Chamber such
as ours, which has already shewn in the
past so much moderation in its acts,
and so much wisdom in the settlement
of questions the most difficult. I thank



you, Mr. Speaker, and I thank the
ouse for the kind attention it has
given me.

Mr. SPEAKER—Having read the
motion, asked whether it was the
pleasure of the House to adopt the
Address en bloc, or to have it read
paragraph by paragraph.

Hon. Members—Dispense ! dispense !

Mr. SPEAKER—Having read the
first paragraph, asked if 1t was the
pleasure of the House to adopt it.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-—Mr.
Speaker, my hon. friends, the mover
and seconder ot the Address, cannot
claim exemption from criticism, for
although they are yogng members
they are not new members. We have
the right to exercise stern criticism in
our reinarks to-day, and in the charac-
ter of an appreciutive but stern critic
allow me to offer to both my felicita-
tions on the happy and eloquent man-
ner in which they have done their
duty. As to the speech itself, to
which they have moved a response, I
can say that it is a most harmless and
innocent printed document. I hope
that theve is no torpedo under it which
will create an explosion before the
Bession is over. However, it looks so
amiable on its face, that I certainly do
not propose, nor do I suppose, that
any of my friendson this side of the
House will offer an amendment to it;
and so the miilenium of which my
honorable friend has spoken, has ha

ned ‘already. This Address will, I
‘hope, receive the unanimous asgent of
this House. In the first paragraph
a very proper allusion has been
made 1o His Excellency’s late
visit to the United Kingdom, and I
cordially agree with everything that
has been said by these two gentlemen
respecting this paragraph, and in
laudation of the illustricus individual
who represents Her Majesty so well
and so gracefully in this country. We
can say here what they have said, and |
we can supply what he counld not say
in his speech, that his efforts in the:
way of explaining the position of|
Canada to the people of Hrgland, and
in calling the attention of the people of :
England ‘to the feeling prominent in '
Om;a’da',' was done with the view.of.
benéfitting: this - country, and with the .
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usual happy eloquence and excellent
tact which have always distinguished
His Excellency. My hon. friend the
leader of the Government, after a
review of his speeches in West Ontario
on a former occasion, said that he
would not want a better emigration
agent than His Excellency the Gov-
ernor General. That agrceable and
useful duty he performed in a more
marked manner while in England, and
I have no doubt that his specches and
remarks, and the influence which those
remarks will carry with them, from his
high position and from the able and
eloquent manner in which they have
been presented to the English public,
will go far to counteract the effects of
the utterances of the official Agent-
General, The next paragraph is one
which we cannot afford to smite upon—
that is, the stagnation which exists in
this country. We must all deplore
that this stagnation exists, It may
be our duty to enquire whether it
is created altogether by sympathy
with the depression existing else-
where, or whether there have not been
causes, or there are not now causes,
which will continue that depression
unless by a iministrative or legislative
action it is removed. I have no doubt
it will be our duty to address ourselves
calmly, seriously and zealously to the
consideration of that subject. The com-
pletion of the Intercolonial Railway
18 a matter for congratulation in this
House, and in this country. I believe
when that road is in full operation we
will have one of the best railways, if
not the very best, on this continent,
and, considering the excellence of the
road and the high class of the work
we have in that line, it will be one of
the cheapest in America. I will not
now, as we are resolved to have no
dissension on this millenial occa-
sion, enter into the question as . to
location. I have always contended,
whether as a military work or as a
railway which will have the effect of
developing one of the great industries
of the Maritime Provinces, the fishing
interest, or as a road which will have
the effect of encouraging and develop-
ing a great section of the Maritime
Provinees, which without this Interco-
lonial - Railway would . conticue com-
paratively - in a-state of stagnation,
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that the locatiom™ of this road cannot
only be (efended, but can be success-
fully justified. We were informed
that in the early part of the com-
ing summer the road will be not
only completed but actually in run-
ning order. - I hope—indeed, I am
sure — my hon. friend at the head
of the Government will early direct
his attention (if he has not already
done so) to the best mode of running
that road, and that he will be in a posi-
tion, before the conclusion of the
Session, to inform this House and the
country whether it is the intention of
the Government to work it directly as
a Government road, or to make run-
ning arrangements with other roads.
‘Whether he does so or not, I will ven-
ture to call his attention now, as I
have on a previous occagion privately
done, to the pecessity, when that road
is in actual every-day use, of taking
steps to .protect water-borne freight
coming from the West from undue
competition by this line—I have no
doubt the Island of Prince Edward is
already enjoying great advantages
from the opening of the Prince Edward
Island Railway. Itis true we see in
the newspapers that there are some
faint grumblings in the Island regard-
ing the manner in which the road has
been constructed and is now being con-
ducted; but I have no doubt the
Minister of the Interior will cast oil on
the troubled waters, and those mur-
murs will be confined to the Island
and not extended to our quiet arena.
With respect to the clause connected
with the Fisheries and compensation
for their umse, I can only say I re-
gret that any circumstances have pre-
vented the appointment of an arbitra-

tor by the United States, and retarded:

the progress of the reference and final
settlement of the question. I presume
the United States have reasons for the
delay, and if so, that they will be sub-
mitted to this House. With respect to
the establishment of a Supreme and
Exchequer Court, all I can say is this
—that I congratulate the country and
give due praise to the Administration
for the selection of the bench for that
court. I believe on the whole it is a

strong and efficient bench, that it has-

given confidence to the country, and
48 sometimes it may be our duty to

8ir Jorx A. MaoDONALD.
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criticize, and perhaps animadvert
strongly upon the conduct of the Ad-
ministration, it is but due they should
receive praise from my handsand from
the ha.nc{)s of us all, when they are de-
serving of it. I was glad to see yes-
terday the lively proof of the consam-
mation of that Act. It brought to m

mind associations of Westminster Halli,
and to use an old joke, I have no doubt
experience will show that although
the garb of the judges is bright
gcarlet they will show themselves
to be “ deep read.” The measures that
are propounded, so far as I have been
able to understand the Address, are
merely details of what has happened.
There is no jndication of what the
action of the Government is to be for
the present Session. The measures that
are mentioned here are all of a prac-
tical character. They are not of over-
whelming importance, and.I think the
country will not suffer much in pros-
perity, credit or happiness, if not one
of them should be passed this Session.
Still they are practical, and as we can-
not always be in heroics, we must be
satisfied with every-day business.
The measures respecting Common
Carriers, Life Insurance Companies—
giving greater security to policy
holders—and systematizing statistics
about criminals, are all very well
in their way, and I have no doubt they
will occupy us but a short time. I think
that gentlemen on this side—especially .
those belonging to the late Govern-
ment—must thank most gratefully the
present Administration for the testi-
mony that they are about to give to
the value of the legislation of past
years. They do not speak of reform-
ing that legislation. They are going
to continue it, consolidate it, put:it in
wax, embalm it for the benefit of pos-
terity. The legislation of the past,
we are assured, is to be put into a
volume and preserved as a monument
of wisdom for future generations.
The Acts relating to the Indians
that are promised, will be of very
great importance indeed. Of course,
until we see them, we cannot say what
their extent may be, or what their
nature. From the manner in- which
they are to be introduced, and from
the fact stated that the Indians them-
selves are to be consulted as to their
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view of the legislation, I imagine the
measures to be proposed are of con-
siderable importance. The financial
<clause is not as couleur de rose as the
beginning of the speech. We are told
that the stagnation in trade has seri-
ously affected the revenue, but we have
the consolation of knowing it is only
temporary, and that by due attention to
economy the depression will be speed-
ily removed. Whether the economies
which are announced in this
clanse will affect the efficiency
of the service or not, depends, of
course, on the details, and we can
only judge of that when we see them. I
notice by the paragraph that it is pro-
sed to curtail the expenditure in all
Eganches of the Government. If so,
- there will be a most serious and exten-
give bill of economy. When we have
these details we will be befter able to
judge the extent to which the econo-
mies are to be carried. I would
deeply regret if this depression should
induce the Government to impede
or seriously obstruct or postpone
the development of the country,
-as they befeve that the depression is
only temporary. We bave already
experienced some of the measures
of economy. I presume that the
abolition of the office of Agent
General is one of them. It is an
-economy which has been loud)y called
for in the country and has been at
last completed. The Government de-
serve the credit of having stopped the
leak, but at the same time they must
remember they are chargeable with
having made the auger-hole. At the
time the Agent-General was appointed
I think, from this side of the House,
there were sundry warnings of what
the result would be. In my place,
standing where I do now, I predicted
the disappearance of the Agent-Gen-
eral before long. He has gone,
but I'am not at all sure he has disap-
ed from motives of economy.

e have it almost directly from him
(because we see it in a Dundee
newspaper with which he is connected)
that it was the result of a diabolical
‘plot of the Ultramontanes of Canada
~—that these Ultramontanes—who hate
the introduction of Englishmen, Irish-
men and Scotchmen if they are
Protestants (and I am mnot sure
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whether he says they would not object.
to them even if they were Catho-
lics )—were resolved to have the
Agent-General turned out of office,
and although /his hon. friend and
my hon. friend the Premier stood by
him as long as he could—and we all
know how long he will stand by his
friends when'they are in the wrong—
he was obliged by the Ultramontanes
to sacrifice one friend and abolish the
Agent-General of Canada. So while
we must thank the Administration for
this economy, we cannot at all applaud
the motives to which their late employé
attributes his removal. Another econ-
omy, I have no doabt, will be carried
out, and if 8o, it will be in accordance
with the suggestion of this side of the
House., When the Bill for the inaugu-
ration of the North-West Government
was proposed last Session, I said until
there is a larger body of people to be
ruled, the constitutional Governor
of Manitoba might still be entrusted
with the management of the North-
West. As the constitutional Governor
of Manitoba he has little to do, and he
might very well have given his spare
time-—and he had plenty of it on his
hands, and, as I understand, did not
grumble at the labor—to the adminis-
tration of the affairs of the North-West
Territories. But my hon. friend the
Premier, in his usual incisive way,
said it was absolutely necessary that
the Government should be established
without delay, and stationed far away
from Winnipeg and its influences. I
was not convinced, but I was silenced,
and the Bill passed ; but we do not see
that the Government has been estab-
lished after all. 1 flatter myself in
the calm consideration of the subject
which my hon. friend gave it after the
prorogation, and in his own chamber,
that he began to feel there was no
such imminent necessity as he at
first thought for the immediate ap-
pointment of a second Governor.
At all events no appointment has
yet been made, and as we have no
complaint from the North-West,
and have saved a considerable amount
from the delay, I presume the hon.
gentleman will make the saving a
pertnanent one by continuing the
mastetly inactivity which he has shown
bitherto with respect to this Govern-
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ment. We are told that correspon-
dence, reports, and other papers re-
arding the construction of the Pacific
%ailway will be laid before us. We
will, of course, be exceedingly happy
to receive all this information, and to
give it every consideration. No indi-
cation, however, is given in the speech,
(and I must say it is a serious omis-
sion), as to the course to be taken by the
Government either administratively or
by means of additional legislation on
this important subject. No intimation
is given of any kind, but I presume
it will be forthcoming when we get the
ministerial explanations, which we may
hope for at an early day, in relation {o
the reconstruction of the Government
when it was thought necessary to add to
its strength by the selection of my hon.
friends the Minister of Justice and the
President of the Council. When we
receive this explanation, then, most
likely, we will be informed in what
manner the divergence between my
hon. friends the Premier and the
Minister of Justice on this important
subject has been settled. I presume
that they will zive us some infor-
mation ‘as to what the future course
of the Government will be. The last
clause of the speech, which refers to
Manitoba, shows that the hon. gentle-
men opposite are falling into our mis-
take about better terms. There was a
great deal of talk about the unconsti-
tutionality, etc., of some of our legis-
lation in that direction. But still, such
is life'; my hon. friend has fallen into
our mistakes. Hxperience has shown
him we were not so far wrong in our
previous breaches of the constitution
and assaalts on the revenue as he then
alleged we were. I think itis Benedict
who says, “ when I declared I would die
a bachelor I did not think I would ever
be married.” The same with my hon.
friends: they did not think when they
were in oppnsition they would ever be
ministers. I hope the longer their ex-
perience extends, and the more they feel
the cares and responsibilities of govern-
ment, the more sympathy they will
have with their predecessors; and
when the day will come when they
return to this side of the House—~
Mr. BLAKE—That will be the qil-

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—That

Sir Jory A. MACDONALD.
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will be the millenium. I do not think
he enjoys a millenium at the present
time. I think that there are some
thorns, some tares, whether sown by
their own friends or hy enemies I
know not, and I think it is wrong for
us to enquire; but my hon. friends
will admit it i8 not a bed of roses.
It is not proposed to move any
amendment to this Address. Unless
any hou. gentleman desires to move an
amendment, perhaps it will not be ne-
cessary to move it paragraph by para-
graph, and it can be carried en bloc.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE—I am sure
the Government have no reason to

complain of the line of eriti-
cism or any of the criticisms
of the hon. gentleman. He has

indicated that in all probability be-
neath the smooth surface of the
speech delivered by His Excellency,
there is some terrible torpedo that will
damage the country. The hon. gentle-
man has made allusion to the speech de-
livered by His Excellency in London.
I can only say, as a Canadian
then in Eungland, his knowledge of the
country, and the exertiomp he made
to bring that knowledge prominently
before other portions of the world,
were of great service to Canada, and
I have no doubt that the country
at large appreciates the efforts of His
Excellency in the speeches referred
to, both in England and during his
tour in Canada the previous year. As
to the hon. gentleman’s expression,
that he hoped His Excellency’s efforts
in England would counteract the efforts
of the Agent-General, I think it would
be better not to have made that
remark. Mr. Jenkins was a mest
zealous and devoted friend of Canada ;
and whatever fault may have been
found by the hon. gentleman opposite,
by newspapers in the interests of the
Opposition, and by other public bodies
and individuals, there can be mno
doubt whateverthat he was extremely

-

anxious and zealous in endeavouring .

to promote the interests of Canada,
and I feel bound to bear testimony to
the character of his efforts. The Gow-
ernment will not at present enter into
-explanations with regard to the course
that they have pursued in connection
with immigration matters, as .the
subjectwill ceme-upat the proper Lime.
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Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—Quite
right.

gHon. Mr. MACKENZIE—I would
not have referred to the Agent Gene-
ral at all at present, but for the re-
marks of the right hon. gentleman.
The hon. gentleman’s remarks with
regard to the railway are quite to the
point, and the subject has occupied my
serious attention and the attention of
the Goverment. The running of the
railway is a matier of great consequence
to the country and serious embarrass-
ment to the revenue ; but such measures
must be adopted by the Government
and this House as will utilize to the
best advantage the great public work
for the benetit of the Provinces and the
country, and no former difference
between the hon. gentleman and my-
self respecting the route can be con-
sidered for a moment as deter-
mining our action with regard to
this voad. The immediate ques-
tion to which he has called my
attention now has especial reference
to the terminus of the road at the
western end, and thatalso has occupied
the attention of the Government. The
hon. gentleman regrets, in common
with all others, the delay which has
taken place in connection with the
Fisheries Arbitration at Washington ;
but he seems to think that it will
be possible for us to givesome informa-
tion to the House'and to the country
concernirg the reasons which prevent
the Ubnited States Government from
taking the only step necessary in order
to insure some progress being made.
With reference to that I can only
say we have no such information
to communicate, and the allusion to
it in the Speech from the Throne
covers all that we have to say at
present. The hon. gentlman says,
in looking over the Speech he
finds in this and other Speeches since
our accession to office, that we have
borne testimony to the wisdom of the
late Administration, as we have not
repealed their acts. He forgets that
many measures of the late Government
were measures that were really
modelled and fashioned by ourselves
when sitting on that side of the
House. The hon. gentleman asserts,
however, that some of his measures

are now embalmed. An hon. gentle-
>
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man behind me suggests that they cau-
not be embalmed until they are dead, so
if the gentleman’s measures are not in
such a state it is due to the present
Government, as they only remained as

rinted documents until passed by us;
ut it is not for me to find fauit
with the statement of the hon. gentle-
man. The hon. gentleman points
to the Speech from the Throne as
a very innocent and harmless docu-
ment. The hon. gentleman last Ses-
sion also commented upon the meager
bill of fare presented, but if he will
observe the volume since printed he
will find that the bill of fare was u
large one, and an exceedingly im-
portant one, and I think if he com-
pares our first volume with any of hix
own he will find that it was not ex-
ceeded in value by any volume during
the time the hon. gentleman lead the
the House himself. I haveanticipated
some of the hon. gentleman’s objec-
tions and have taken the trouble to
look over former Speeches, and T
find that there ave very important,
very remarkable things to be found
therein. I find that the hon. gentleman
during seven consecutive Sessions
brought down a General Election Law ;
it never came up but onee; then it
disappered like magic and never
appeared again except in the Speech.
As my hon. friend remembers, the Elec-
tion Law was promised seven times in
the Speech; the Court of Appeal was
promised three times, the Insolvency
Law was promised three times, the Ins-
pection Laws were mpromised three
times; a Dominion Board of Agriculture
was promised three times; a measnre
on Bunking was promised three times,
and during the last Session of the hon.
gentleman’s Government he did not
bring in a single new measure. They
were all a mere vepetition of former
promises, and the hon. gentieman
actually missed the only event of
importance that took place during
that Session. Now, Sir, the hon. gentle-
man expresses the hope that the
economy we have promised in control-
ing expenditures in every branch of the
public service will not be of such a
character as will retard the execution
of works necessary for the prosperity
of the country. The great public

‘works commenced by the hon gentle-
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man himself and his administration are
in course of execution, and necessarily
swells the interest on the public
.debt; and there will be a constant in-
crease of taxation to meet that debt.
But in all other matters I shall
endeavor to see that no public in-
terest shall suffer, although we are
bound in a season like the present to
avoid any expenditures that can be
avoided and to curtail any expen-
diture where the revenue really fails,
rather than impose taxation on the
people in order to meet it. The
hon. gentleman has referred to my re-
marks last Session regarding the latest
Territorial Act, and he has expressed
2 hope to-day that having made a
saving for this one year I need not put
that Act into operation, or appoint a
Governor to undertake the government
of these Territories in the way provided
iy that Act. The right hon. gentleman
vould unfairly interfere; and implies
shat the Territory might remain in
uch « condition permancntly, as it
reed require no supervision but that
f the Government of Manitoba. But
ny impression of our doty is that
we ought to have that country settled
as fast as possible, with the great hope
of making a transcontinental railway
pass through there to throw in a large
population into these Territories. We
have been at a very great expense in
maintaining British supremacy in these
Territories, and we believe that it is
absolutely . necessary to have an
authority within that section for
the guidance of its affairs. Last
season very nearly two thousand
people settled outside the boundaries
of the Province, and it is time we
should consider how the Government
of Manitoba can be relieved of the
supervision of such a vast country.
The seat of Government is too far
distant, and in order to reach remote
listricts, it is necessary to have
some supervision in the Territories. I
may mention, for instance, in regard
to these Territories, that we found a
great deal of difficulty in preventing
intoxicating liquors being introduced
from the United States. We have suc-
ceeded, I -believe, in that, and for the
last six or nine months, we have reason
to think that no liquor has been in-
troduced by the Southern boundary.
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The Mounted Police have effectually
checked that illicit trade, but, singular
as it may seem, we have actually found
that United States traders have reached
the district of the Peace River with
large quantities of intoxicating liquors
from Alaska, and have succeeded in
that way in turning our flank, [and
producing the usual demoralising
effects among the Indian tribes. 1
think it is of the very greatest im-
portance that the British authority
should be formally recognised and estab-
lished among all the tribes of that
country,and that they should be assured
of our thorough and efficient protection
of them, and the justice and liberality
of the Canadian or British authorities.
Therefore, we have considered this
act so desirable. The reason for not
placing it in operation I shall give
on a future occasion, when I havejto
address the House on miatters connected
with that subject. My right hon. friend
was somewhat jocular in his remarks
upon the Manitoba terms. Hethinks
that he was right on former occasions,
and that we are wrong because we pro-
pose tomake some alterations in the
terms of union of that Province. Well,
Sir, the circumstances are not the same.
I never took the ground thatitwas not
desirable to consider the circumstances
of any Province in such cagses. What
I wanted to urge at that time was upon
entirely different ground, which I need
not enter upon now. Suffice it to say
that the Government feel it necessary
to bring before Parliament the repre-
gentations of the ministry of that
Province. I am happy to say that
they have shown the utmost desire to
meet the views of the administration
here in curtailing the expenditures.
Canada has made very large outlays
in that Province and neighboring
territories year after year, and it
is impossible to comsider the posi-
tion of a small Province strug-
gling under financial difficulties, and
having little Jlocal revenue of
own, without also considering
what is mnecessary for us to do in
order to enable them to conduct the
government. Great abuses undoubt-
edly prevailed in that Province
some years ago, but these abuses, we
have reason to believe, are not carried
on at the present time—I mean as to
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expenditure ; and if the Province will
endeavor, as it seems inclined to do, to
limit its disbursements to the smallest
possible amount ; and Parliament
should be satisfied with their exertions,
and that the representations they
make are correct, then it is fair to
consider what should be done under
such circumstances. I don’t know
that T have anything further to add
to-day. Upon all the measures of the
Government I shall endeavor to be as
explicit as possible in giving ex-
planations ; and while it may be
quite true, as the right hon.
gentleman remarked, that we are not
- lying upon a bed of roses, his state-
ment, which of course he makes with
the greatest possible regret, that trou-
blesome thorns are causing us some
uneasiness, will not hold. At any rate,
T hope the right hon. gentleman’s pre-
diction will not seriously affect our
peace. or seriously disturb the bed of
roscs which it seems, although his
remarks would make it appear other-
wise, he was very loth to leave when
in power. I am very much obliged to
the hon. gentleman for the terms
of his speech, and hope we shall endea-
vor to conduct the business of the
session with that moderation which

* the right hon. gentleman has initiated
to-day.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON Mr.
Speaker, 1 desire to call the attention
of my honorable friend, the First
Minister, to a matter of very grave im-
portance which has stirred the public
mind, in the Province from which I
come, to its very depths during the
last two weeks; and before the first
step in the business of legislation is
taken in response to the speech, I
think it but fair to him and to those
who support him on the floor of this
House, that he should be given an
opportunity of making the explana-
tion, which I am satisfied in my own
mind he will be able to give, and which
will be received by the country, or, at
all events, by his friends, with the ut-
most satisfaction. I allude to the
speech, which I cannot but character-
ize as an unfortinate one, made by the
Postmaster-General in a neighbouring
county not many weeks ago. The
Postmaster-General was undoubtedly,
and it was quite proper, detailed by my
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hon. friend, the First Minister, to ex-
plain the policy of the Government
and to promote the interests of the
Government in an important election
then pending in the County of Argen-
tenil.  Nothing can be more proper,
Sir, than that a prominent public man
should go into a county on an occasion
of that kind to explain the policy of
the Administration. It isperfectly con-
sistent with the whole course of poli-
tics in this country and in other coun-
tries enjoying constitutional govern-
ment. Well, if the Hon. Postmaster-
Greneral had defined or explained the
general policy of the country (I had
not the good fortune to hear him), we
have never been made aware of it. But
a passage of his speech was carefully
reported and sent to the press of the
country, by telegraph, in which he ix
represented to have made a very offen-
sive attack upon the dignitaries of
the Church of the great majority
of the people of the Province of Que-
bec, and constititing a very large pro-
bortion of the people of this whole
Dominion. He is reported to have
made an appeal to the Protestants of
Lower Canada, not as politicians or on
political grounds, or the approved
policy of the Government of which he
18 a member, but as Protestants, to
effect objects I need not further de-
scribe. And he wound up that speech,
Sir, by a declaration that these were his
opinions, and that he was satisfied that
they were the opinions of his party;
and if he were not sustained in
the expression of those opinions he
would resign his position. = Now, Sir,
the whole importance of that speech
arises from the circumstance that the
hon. gentleman is a member of the
If it had been made
by a private member of either
political party, certainly I, for one,
would never have challenged the
attention of the House to it
The whole importance of the hon.
gentleman’s utterance arises out of the
fact that he is a member of the Admi-
nistration. Two questions arise, and I
desire to put them to my hon. friend
with the utmost directness, being per-
suaded that he will answer them with
the utmost directness. First, whether
when the Postmaster-General left
Ottawa, he had any inclination or had
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given to the Postmaster-General any
mstructions to take the line of remark
to which I have now called the atten-
tion of the House; and, secondly,
whether, not having given it, as I am
satisfied is the fact, not even having
any such inclination, he now approves
of the substance of those remarks, or of
the good taste, good judgment, and
statesmanship of the Hon. Postmaster
General in making this utterance.
These are the questions to which I
desire to call the attention of the First
Minister and of the House.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE—My hon.
friend from Chateangnay only men-
tioned a minute or two ago that he
intended to put some questions to me,
and I was not aware of their precise
nature. He has put it specifically—
whether the Postmaster-General had
any conversation with me before leav-
ing to take part in the election at
Argenteuil regarding that particular
passage of his speech ? Well, Sir, if we
had any conversation upon any subject
affecting the Administration’s policy
in any way, I should say at once I
would not under any cireumstances
mention anything about that convers-
ation. It so happens, however, that
we had no conversation about that or
any other subject affecting the policy of
the Administration, and that I wasnot
aware of what subjects my hon. friend
intended to speak upon. In fact,
I did not know that he would go
t0 Argenteuil at all. He went to
Montreal on other business, and
proceeded there as a political friend of
the hon. gentleman who is now Member
for the county. As to the second
question—whether I approve of the
speech, I have simply to say that Ido
not approve of anything that has
a tendency to bring religion into
public discussion in the politics of this
country. I have a very strong opinion
myself as an old Liberal, that as far as it
is possible to do so, questions relating to
Churches should be entirely separated
from any discussion that. may arise in
Parliament. Iam a believer, Sir, in the
entire independence of each church, no
matter by what name it may be called,
and I am a believer in having Parlia-
ment in this country relieved from the
discussion of any subject which may
provoke reference to any religious
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questions. I think that is the right
course to. pursue, and, as I re-
marked in a published letter, the con-
stitution of the country is eminently
favorable to that procedure being car-
ried out. I can only, therefore, express

_my regret at the remarks of my hon.

friend, and the tone and interpretation
given 1o them by many. So far as
that interpretation and tone are con-
cerned I haveno sympathy with it, nor
have I taken any part in public
affairs which would at all involve my .
entering into a discussion on these
subjects. I hope I have sufficiently ex-
pressed my own viewsas a member of
the Administration. I believe that every
Member of this House has a perfect
right to discuss politically in his own
Province local questions which may
come up, that he may consider. it a
duty to do so, and that for their share
in any such discussions members of
this House are not to be held respon-
sible here. Withregard to the views
enunciated by my hon. friend, the Post-
master-General, in his published letter,
addressed to Mr. Power, of Halifax,
in which he explained that he did
not design any attack upon the
Catholic Church in his speech, I have
nodoubt that this was the case, because
I have too much faith in his own gen-
erous disposition, and correct appre-
ciation of the public affairs of this
country to believe that he could be a
party to a desire to assail any religious
denomination in the country. I hope
Sir, that my hon. friend from Chateau-
guay is entirely satisfied with the
explanation I have given.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON.—In reply to
my hon. friend, the First Minister, I
will say that I am entirely satisfied as
to the good faith of his exposition
of his own views, as they are my own
views, but I venture to remind my hon.
friend, that there is a solidarity of
responsibility among Ministers, and
that the declarations or utterances of
private members of the House, or of
private citizens, come within a very
different category from the utterances
upon public questions of Ministers of
the Crown, especially when these utter-
ances are clinched with the strong
declaration that these opinions- are
shared by his Party, and that if they
were not, that he could have no further
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connection with that Party. That was
the point and the only point. Idid not
require, and I am sure that the House
or the country did not require any
explanations from my honorable friend
of his own personal views on a matter
of this kind. His career—his distin-
guished career, of many years standing,
and the ground he has uniformly taken
in public life, would have forbidden me
supposing for one moment, that he
could personally have been: in sympa-
thy with the attempt—the unfortunate
attempt made by one of his colleagues
to stir up religious strife in the Pro-
vince of Quebec ; and all that 1 felt at
all interested to know wasnot whether
my hon. friend shared thesé opinions,
but whether he approved of the hon.
gentleman’s statement, that if his utter-
ances were not endorsed by his
Party, then his connection with that
party must cease, and to say whether
these utterances were really approved
of by the head of the Administration.
I infer however, and cverybody will
infer, from what my hon. friend has
stated, that he does not.approve of that
speech—of the doctrine of that speech,
and of the line of tactics which were,
perhaps, to be inaugurated by that
speech; but my hon. friend has
stopped just a little short, and I should
not have said so if he had not called
me to my feet. He stopped just a
little short of saying what I think he
should say—whether he approved or
disapproved of the substance of that
speech, or of the time and occasion,
and circumstances under which it was
delivered.

Mr. MASSON (Terrebonne) — Mr.
Speaker, I need not say, that I am ex-
ceedingly happy to find that my hon.
friend, the member for Chateauguay, is
not satisfied with the explanation given

by the Hon. the Postmaster General in -

aletter which he lately publi'shed 1n the

apers, and which letter was endorsed

v a part of the French Canadian
Liberal press of the Province of Quebec.
And T am also happy to see that he,
belonging to a exped different from ours,
thinks that the action of the Postmaster
General should be repudiated by every
well-thinking Protestant in this com-
munity. 1 am sorry to see, Mr.
Speaker, that in an explanation of this
matter, the Prime Minister, after one
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of his colleagues had taken upon him
self to state at a public meeting, that
though not authorized to speak in the
name of his colleagues, nevertheless, he
was so sure of their opinion in favor of
his views as to say, that he would leave
the Government if his speech was not
endorsed. I am sorry to see; that the
Hon. Minister of Public Works, the
Leader of this Government, the gen-
tleman to whom we are obliged to look
up, should have stood up in hiz place
to discuss such a question, instead of
avoiding the difficulty of coming hefore
Parliament and discussing this ques-
tion by dealing characteristically
and immediately with the offence,
or else hix  place . should not
be at the head of affairs in this
country. It is necessary in  u
country so situated ax ours, and-a
matter of the highest importance, that
men of the greatest moderation should
manage our affairs. Mr. Speakey, it
might not have been the proper time
on the debate on the Address, as my
right hon. friend, the leader of the
Opposition, said, and with our strong
sympathies, to discuss thix  im-
portant question, but it has made a
great noise in the Province of Quebec.
and has stirred up the whole people;
and we, the French Canadian Con-
servatives of the Province of
Quebec, have been accused of being &
priestridden population. Well, Sir.
there are in every party, there are in
every creed, there are in every nation-
ality, fanatics; and there are also men
who, though they are not fanatics, are
sometimes carried away by their pas-
sions, or by the peculiar circumstances
in which they arc placed, and say
things which they would not say under
other circamstances; but certainly we
could never have suspected that a
Minister of the Crown would have
made unse of such cxpressions as the
hon. gentleman has employed in the
Province of Quebec. That hon. gen-
tleman next sent forth a letter, with
the aid of what we would call a com-
pére in French, stating that his attack
on Conservatives and on the Ultra-

‘montanes of T.ower Canada—of the

Province of Quebec—was not a reli-
gious attack, but that it was a political
attack. Well, Sir, did Mr. Hun-
tington say that the time had come
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when the English-speaking Liberals
—no, but when the English-speak-
ing Protestants should ally them-
selves  with the -French-speaking
Liberals of Lower Canada—and this
was the only reason given, that it -was
in the interest of free thought, and of
free speech. Now, if the hon. gentle-
man can say after using this phrase,
in whatever letters he may have writ-
ten for the public, and in whatever
speeches -he may make, that this
was only a political speech 1 leave
it to the good sense of this
House to decide whether these expres-
sions, coming from & public man who
is discussing public questions on their
merits, does not show a desire to in-
troduce religious controversies into our
political discussions. Now, sir, the
hon. gentleman says in his letter,—
whatever complaint might be made of
his personal views—the party with
which I act was controlled by a power
which declared that free thought was
a cardinal sin. Well, sir, I say that
this is no more nor less than a slander
on the Conservative party; and as a
Conservative, and as an Ultramontane,
—or, as I am called by the hon. gentle-
man on the other side of the House
from the Provinee of Quebec, as the
Leader of the Ultramontanes—I say,
that the Conservatives in the Province
of Quebec—and I speak advisedly®-
are ready to give to the Clergy of the
Province, in religious questions, that
submission and that confidence which
according to our creed we are obliged
to give to them; and regarding ques-
tions relating to the material progress
of the country, and the political affairs
of the country, we are ready, and
shall always be ready, to give to the
opinions of these gentlemen that-re-
spect to which they are entitled, owing
to their high intelligence, their great
virtue, and their disinterestedness;
but we are not ready to give any more.
It has been stated by the Liberals of the
Province of Quebec, the allies of the
honourable gentleman—and I am sorry
for it—and it has been repeated by the
honourable gentleman, in other words,
that the clergy of the country had
nothing to do but remain in their
vestries ; but we, the Conservatives of
Lower Canada, say boldly, that we do
1ot believe in that doctrine at all ; and
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we appeal to the members of this
House, and to the whole tquntry, to
both Liberals and Conservatives, Cath-
olies and Protestants, whether, under
certain difficult circumstances, this
principle would be right, and whether,
if the clergy of Lower Canada had re-
mained in their vestries, we would be-
long, to-day, to the noble Empire of
Ingland. 1 ask you, gentlemen, be-
longing to different nationalities asyou
do, and to different creeds as you do,
whether if these gentlemen had not
come out of their vestries, and told the
people of Lower Canada, not only what
was their right towards Him to whom
they are obliged to pay worship, but
also what was their duty towards their
Queen and towards their country, this
country would form a part of the
British Empire ; and Isay that it does
not become any Protestant coming
from the Province of Quebec, who is
acquainted with that circumstance,
to reproach us for being priest-rid-
den, and declare that our priests
should remain wholly in their vestries.
Now, sir, I say more—and let us con-
sider the matter in that sense—whether
we are priest-ridden or not ; I tell the
Hon. the Postmaster  General,
that this is none of his business; and
and that it is not the business of any
man who does not profess our creed,
no more than itis any of our business
to interfere with your opinions, or the
opinions of those who profess a dif-
ferent creed from ours; and the
way in which they form those
opinions, so long as our brethren
of different creeds, mnotwithstand-
ing the high attainments of their
clergy, do not wish to follow their in-
structions and do not wish to follow
their guidance, is their own look-
out. So long as they wish to fol-
low the guidance of another class of
men, it is, again, their lookout. The
only thing that we have to do is to see
that the influence exercised does not
result in anything that may be detri-
mental to us, but further we have
nothing to say. Under these circum-
stances, Mr. Speaker, I Will appeal to
the Protestants of Lower Canada to tell
us whether this is not the case. It is
nothing to you who influences odr
opinions, and it is nothing to you
whence we take our instructions, so
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far as these instructions result in that
liberal and tolerant policy which every
French Canadian and every Catholic
in the Province of Quebec is ready
to give to all our fellow-countrymen to
whatever creed or nationality they
may belong. Sir, I remember a fact in
my political Ilife, which has not been
very lengthy, and that is, that I have
never had occasion to speak of reli-
gion on the hustings but once in my
life, and are you aware under what
circumstances this occurred ? It was
not on an occasion when I appealed to
the religious feelings of my country-
men against a Protestant—that L have
never done; but it was when I was
appealing to the feelings of my Catho-
lic fellow-countrymen in favour of a Pro-
testant. I was telling them what was
their duty with reference to a gentle-
man who was accused of being a Free-
mason, and of having in consequence
no right to sit in this House. I then
told them that in this country we were
bound to live amicably one with an-
other, and that we must take the Pro-
testants as they are. You must take us
with our Catholicism, with our feel-
ings, with our principles, and with
our prejudices, and we are to do the
same thing with you. I told my fellow-
countrymen of the Catholic creed it
is understood that a Protestant should
be elected—a Protestant who is to be
chosen possessing his own ideas and
principles; and that if his own creed
and his own belief does not forbid him
being a Freemason, they had no right
to look further than at his political
career, and so you must elect him on
his own merits. And by whom was I
oppesed, Mr. Speaker—by the Liberals
of Lower Canada, who said, that it
would be a disgrace to elect a gentle-
man who was a Freemason, and I
am happy to say, sir, that these
Ultramontane prelates, of whom the
hon. gentleman speaks in such a flip-
pant way, have endorsed the position
which the TUltramontane Catholics
took at Montreal in connection with
the electiou at which Mr. White was a
candidate.

Mr. DEVLIN—Will the hon. gen-
tleman explain what he means by
the term Ultramontane Catholics ?

Mr, MASSON—I think that the
hon. gentleman had better ask that

2

uestion of the Hon. Postmaste

eneral,or the hon.member for Halifa:
Now, sir, in the speech of tk
hon. gentleman, we find this phrase
¢ The great battle was imminent; i.
undoubtedly would be fought, and
fought soon.” A great battle
between whom, gentlemen—between
the Conservatives, and the English
Liberals of the Province of Quebec?
No, sir, but a great battle, which is to
be fought between the Conservatives of
the Province of Quebec, and the Pro-
testants of the Province of Quebec ; that
is the way in which the speech of
the hon. gentleman was worded and
he can never get out of that posi-
tion, and I dare say that the
Government cannot get outof it. But
there is more in the speech of
the hon. gentleman than appears on
thesurface. There is more—and this is
ingratitude, coming from a Protestant.
of the Province of Quebec, ingratitude
towards the Conservative Party ; these
are his words: ‘“the intolerance dis-
played by the Conservatives of Lower
Canada during the last few years, was
the result of the fealty, by which the
English speaking people had strength-
ened the Ultramontanes,” Woell, Mr.
Speaker, I will ask any Protestant of
the Province of Quebec; I wiil ask
my hon. friend, the Member for Cha-
teauguay, who represents a constituen-
cy composed of Catholics and Protes-
tants, and he is a gentleman equally
beloved by both ; I will ask him as a gen-
tleman of the Province of Quebec—he is
a party man, and will be ready to give
his opinion for the Protestants of the
Province of Quebec—have the Protes-
tants a right to reproach the. Con-
servatives of that Province with
intolerance, have they a right to
reproach such men as the regret-
ted Sir George Etienne Cartier, ow
lamented Teader, with intolerance!
I will tell him this, that since Confed
eration the Protestants of Quebec haw
received justice from the Conservative:
more than they would have receivet
from the Liberals, and I can prove it.
At the framing of the Confederation
Act the Protestants were apprehen-
sive that their rights and privileges
would not be secure, and they asked
beforehand that the representation of
the Province should not be changed by

11, 18%6.] Address.
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less than a three-fourths vote of the
legislature. They feared that the Pro-
testant population might be deprived
of a certain number of their represen-
tatives. They did not grant that re-
quest, but Sir George Cartier and my
hon. friend the member for Charlevoix
came forward and said : © It is humili-
“ ating that we should have special
“ terms proposed to us, but we willdo
“ anything that we can to prevent your
“ privileges being interfered with.” And
what did the Liberals do ? They voted
that the Protestants of Quebec should
not have that privilege, and one Con-
servative member abandoned his party
allegiance, refusing to follow Sir George
Cartier, and voting against the Govern-
ment,who were desirous of meeting the
wishes of the Protestants. I ask the
Postmaster General if, after such an
act on the part of the Conservatives,
he has a right to reproach them as he
has done ? Then, with regard to immi-
gration, the Leader of the Opposition
has spoken of Mr. Edward Jenkins.
‘When the Confederation Act was
framed, Sir A. T. Galt, who was then
the leader of the Protestants of Que-
bec, believed that if the immigration
question was left entirely to the Local
Legislatures, we in Quebec, would dis-
courage it. IHe required that it
should be left to the concurrent juris-
diction of the Dominion and ILocal
Legislatures. Our leader, Sir George
“artier, submitted to this second humil-
iation, and agreed to give them this
right, which was more than a right, and
I say it is ungrateful of the Postmaster
““eneral to say what he has said. There

‘as another question of vital import-

ace—edneation. Again My, Galt had

pprehensions if the Protestant minor-

:y were left to the tender mercy of the

‘atholics that they would not be fairly

reated. He required, before the Con-
1ederation Act was passed, that a Bill
should be enacted giving to the Protes-
tants all therights they desired in case
they should not get them later. The
number who moved to give them that
right was the hon. gentleman from
Charlevoix, another of those reaction-
ary Ultramontanes. The whole thing
failed only because a member from the
Province of Ontario moved thatsimilar
rights be given to the Catholics of that
Province. The measure was lost on
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account of the opposition of the Libe-
rals of Ontario, and not of the Conser-
vatives. On that oceasion the present
Leader of the Opposition, while being
unflinching in guarding the rights of
Ontario, when the interests of his co-
religionists in Quebec were at stake,
was willing to give us equal rights.
He stood by us when Mr. Howland
and Mr. MecDougall abandoned us.
Even lately, only a few months ago
that reactionary, that Ultramontane
ministry of Mr. DeBoucherville, has
given the greatest proof of its liberality
to the Protestant population of thix
country, A deputation of Protestants
went to Quebec and asked that ultra-
Catholic Government to give them a
special asylum for the insane. The
Protestant ministers and medical atten-
dants came forward and signed letters
showing their coreligionists had all
the liberty they wanted and were put
on the same footing as the Catho-
lics in that Catholic institution.
Mr. DeBoucherville said, notwith-
standing, that if they were not sa-
tisfied he was ready to do the utmost
he could for them. I say, then, it is
unkind on the part of the hon. gentle-
man to use such an expression towards
the Ultramontanes of Quebec and call
them reuctionary. The Hon. Premier
has tried, in a letter sent to the public,
and he is still trying to-day to smoothe
down this speech. In his letter he
says hardly any question involving re-
ligion can arise in this country. If'that
is the case why did he allow or why
does he not disapprove of the speech of
the Postmaster Geeneral, who to-day,
comes and makes an appeal to the
Protestants of Quebec against the Con-
servatives. If there is nothing to sep-
arate as on religious and spiritual
grounds, how is it that the Pestmaster
General comes before the public and
calls upon the Protestants to unite
against the Conservatives ? And how
is it that the hon. gentleman, knowing
the feeling of the Protestant poputa-
tion of Quebec and of the whole Domi-
nion, instead of saying he disapproves
of the Postmaster General’s remarks,
says the hon. gentleman was not under-
stood ? If he was not, it is because the
English language catnot be well un..
derstood. The Prime Minister has
given as his political belief that equal
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justice should be extended to every-
body in this country irrespective of
creed or religion.  This is mnot
the first time I have heard the
sentiment ; but I may add, if we
wish peace and harmony to exist
among the different creeds that divide
this country, we must make up our
minds to attend to our own buziness.
When difficulties arise among Protes-
tants, let it be well understood among
Catholics that we are not to interfere
with them unless the discussion atfects
us, and Catholics humbly require that
when things relating exclusively to
their creed are debated, Protestants
shall not interfere so long as there is
nothing in our opinions or actions
that can be detrimental to the Pro-
testant population of this country.
Thereby, there will be tranquility
in thix country; but so long as
there is interference like that of
the hon. gentleman with matters that
he does not understand, there will be
discord. In his speech Le knew every-
thing about what is Ultramontane and
what is not. He told us that the
Ultramontanes are dwindling down
every day, as, for instance, in Charle-
voix. He receives a rebuke from the
Catholics, gets frightened, and says:
“ I made a great mistake. The Ultra-
“ montanes are all the Catholics. I was
“ not attacking Catholics, but Catholic
“ politicians.” There is no difference
of opinion among the Catholics of
Quebec. We signed the famous Pro-
gramme, but in that we expressed our
willingness to give to our fellow-coun-
trymen of all creeds everything that
we asked for ourselves. This is the
tolerance shown to our Protestant fol-
low subjects, and what is granted by
the Conservatives of Quebec. So long
as our views are followed, the interests
of the Protestants in Quebec will be as
safe in the future as they have been in
the past, or as they could be among
the Protestants themselves.

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON (in French)—
On my arrival at Ottawa, towards the
middle of January, I presented myself
without delay, at the office of the First
Minister to inform him that the dis-
course of the Hon. Posmaster General,
at Lachute, placed me in a false position
as a Catholic; that I could not admit
the doctrines enunciated, as I under-
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stood them, and that in consequence I
desived to know whether the Hon.
Minister, on that occasion, did or did
not convey the sentiments of the Gov-
ernment, and if the latter was respoun-
sible for the words he there uttered.
The First Minister replied, without
hesitation, that the Hon. Post-
master General had spoken for
himself only, at Lachute, and mnot
as the mouth-piece of the Gov-
ernment, and that consequently the
Government was in nowise respon-
sible for what he had said. Thus
the responsibility of the Govern-
ment as a whole, and the solidarity of
each of ils members was found to be
disengaged. The Hon. Postmaster
General is evidently mistaken as to
the meaning attributed to certain ex-
pressions used in this country. The
words Ultramontanism and Gallicanism,
which belong to another epoch, have
no longer their raison d’étre, since
Catholics, without exception, recognize
the sovereign authority of Rome in mat-
ters of religion. But Catholic Liberal-
7sm, which is more modern, at least in
name, is the affirmation of the right of
discussion in the Cburch. But this
doctrine I, as a Catholic, ought to re-
pudiate, and I do repudiate it with all
the solemnity and all the energy of
which [ am capable. As a Catholic I
must also say that 1 allow to the Church
all authority in spiritual questions,
all rights in its necessary velations
with civil society, its absolute inde-
pendence in its sphere of action,
the superiority of its character by
reason of the superiority of its
object, and its right to the protec-
tion of civil society in the exer-
cise of its functions. Liberal—or, it
you will, Reformer in politics, I am
not so in religion, where, for
me, everything is unchangeable ; and
when my title of Catholic shall become
incompatible with that of Minister of
State, the choice will for me be easy.
But happily we have not yet come tc
that, for at the side of religious soci-
ety exists civil society with its own
distinct attributes. On this neutral
ground, men of all creeds and origins
can meet and work together for the
material well-being of the country. One
may remain Catholic, as well as one's
neighbor, without, for all that, partak-
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ing of his opinions upon the adminis-
tration of public affairs; one may dif-
fer with him upon questions of canali-
zation, of railways, of tariffs, and of
general commerce, without ceasing to
be with him in religion. This is, in
short, the view I take of the two orders
of things and their relations with each
other, and if T am wrong I have on my
side common sense, the nature of
things, and even the Church itself,
which proclaims the independence
and distinctness of the two societies
for their respective ends.

Mr. MASSON—Does the President
of the Council approve or disapprove
of the speech, made by the hon. the
Postmaster General? Does he ap-
prove or disapprove—yes or no?

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON—The hon.
member makes a great deal of noise.
My declaration has been clear and
distinct, and he will get nothing further
from me, If he does not understand
it that is not my fault.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN--The Hon.
President of the Council has not made
his speech in English. The great
majority of the Members of this House
have heard the remarks of my hon.
friend, the member for Terrebonne, but
the great majority of the members do
not understand French. The Premier,
in English, in his own language, has
made & declaration, and the hon. the
President of the Council, but not in
English, has declared that when he
came to take his place in the Cabinet
he read the speech of the hon. the
Postmaster General, and was so greatly
scandalized, and took the matter so
much to heart, affecting as it did the
principles to which he was attached,
that he went at once to the Hon. the
First Minister, and telling him that
this statement placed him in an exces-
sively false position as President of the
Council, and that he could not accept
the doctrine enunciated by the Hon. the
Postmaster General,demanded whether
the Hon. the Postmaster-General, had
spoken in his own name ; and the Hon.
the President of the Council informs
this honorable House, that the First
Minister replied, that the Postmaster
‘General had spoken for himself alone,
and that consequently he did not ac-
cept theresponsibility of what he said.

Hon. Mr. CAvucHON.
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Algo, that under these circumstances,
the President of the Council was per-
fectly satisfied from the moment he
learned that the respomsibility rested
solely upon the shoulders of the Post-
master General; but why did the Hon.
the President of the Council sayto this
House, and say to the country, and
especially to the Province of Quebec
which he represents, or is supposed to
represent, in the Government—that
the First Minister repudiated the lan-
guage used by the Postmaster General ;
but he does not repudiate it. The
First Minister did not say that he
would not accept the responsibility of
the speech made by the Postmaster
General, but simply that the
Postmaster General spoke in his own-
name. The First Minister has not
said that he repudiated this language,
or disavowed any sym(?athy with the
insult levelled at the Catholic popula-
tion of the entire country. No, he has
not done so; and the First Minister
has, moreover, to-day, only declared
that the Postmaster General spoke in
his own name; but, nevertheless, the
President of the Council, the repre-
sentative of Lower Canada in the
Council, for he is supposed to repre-
sent the population of the Province of
Quebec in the Cabinet, has not properly
resented the insult aimed at the
Catholic population of the Dominion
and the Bishops of Lower Canada, and
abandons the great principles which he
professes at least to entertain and sup-
port. An attempt is made to interrupt
me, but hon. members would do well
to remain quiet. When the Hon. the
President of the Council spoke, no one
interrupted him, and when others take
up the debate, they should not be in-
terrupted. I hope that in this House
there is freedom of speech, and that my
countrymen from the Province of Que-
bec will be granted a fair hearing. Of
course, hon. members, when they
think that the argument is going
against their leader, the hon. the Pre-
sident of the Council, may be inclined
to interrupt and to prevent members
from seizing the ideas which I am
placing before the House, but they may
depend upon it that nothing will be.
lost. Mr. Speaker, as I was stating
when interrmpted by hon. members,
the hon. the President of the Council,
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despite the great principies which he
at least professes to hold, has expressed
these opinions and remains in the same
Cabinet at the side of the Hon. the
Postmaster General who has insulted
the Roman Catholics of Lower Canada,
and the Bishops of Lower Canada, for
whom he says he has so great a res-
pect, and, I hope that this sentiment of
respect is as strong as he pretends. At
all events he remains in the Cabinet at
the side of the Postmaster General and
of the First Minister, who does not re-
pudiate sympathy with that which has
been said by the Postmaster General at
Argenteuil, and he does not show to
the prelates of the Provinee of Quebec
the respect which he pretends to feel
for them. Mr. Speaker, I cannot ap-
prove of the course taken by the Hon.
the President of the Council, who does
not say, that because the First Minister
declared that the Postmaster General
spoke in his own and in his private name
there is mno responsibility attached,
for at least the President of the Council
should have shown enough respect for
the population of Lower Canada, which
he is supposed to represent in the Ca-
binet, to say to the First Minister—
“If you keep this man in the Cabinet—
if you retain as your colleague him
who has insulted my countrymen and
my co-religionists and the Roman
Catholic Bishops of this country, I will
be compelled to resign the position I
hold inthe Government.” But hasthe
President of the Council done this?
No! he intends to act as he has acted
in the past; he finds himself on the
Ministerial benches, and there he
intendsto remain, for this position has
cost him dearly enough, and he is deter-
mined to retain it. Mr. Speaker, the
lliOPulat,ion of Lower Canada will know
OW to appreciate at his proper value
the Hon. the President of the Council,
their only present representative in the
Cabinet, for the other representative
of the Province of Quebec in the
Government is absent from the House
through illness—a circumstance which
I am bound to add I infinitely regret,
but the responsibility of the Hon. the
President of the Council is not, on that
account, less great, because he alone
represents his countrymen and co-
religionists of Lower Canada in the.

Cabinet, and more particularly with
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reference to a question so important as
this. Mr. Speaker, I was pleased to
find the hon. Member for Chateauguay
raising the question without delay and
agking the Leader of the Cabinet
whether he repudiated the langnage
his colleague the Postmaster General
made use of in the county of Argen-
teuil, and I regret the fact, that not-
withstanding all the influence which
the hon. member for Chateaugney has
with the First Minister and with the
hon. Members who sit beside him, he
has been unable to obtain a direct
answer from the First Minister, for the
First Minister does not give a satisfac-
tory answer to the question put to
him; and there is but one conclusion
to draw from this circumstance, and
this is, that the First Minister in his
soul and conscience does not condemn
the principles held and language used
by the Postmaster General in the
county of Argenteuil. 'There is no
other conclusion to be drawn from the
language of the hon. the First Minister,
and this is confirmed by his silence now,
for if in point of fact he really has no
sympathy with the Postmaster Gener-
al's speech, why did he not say so
frankly and firmly, and tranquillize
the  Catholic population of the
entire country, vrepudiating sym-
pathy with the Minister who has dis-
turbed the minds of the population of'
this country by his language and
sought to excite a religious war in
Lower Canada, and -declaring that he
does not echo these wsentiments.
Has not the First Minister in this
relation a duty to fulfil; and
has not the Hon. the President of the
Council a duty to fulfil? The Presi-
dent of the Council explains what he
understands as the meaning of the
words Catholic and Liberal Catholic;
and he tells us, that he recognizes for the
priests and bishops of Lower Canada,
and priests and bishops generally,
the absolute right of taking action with
reference to religious affairs, but not of
interfering with reference to the con-
struction of public works and matters
of that kind; and, he states, that we
can differ in opinion with our neigh-
bors touching these questions, without
ceaging to be Catholic. There isno diffi-
culty about that, but the Hon. the
President of the Council is playing

-
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upon words, for he knows that the
reason why the Postmaster General
spoke as he did in the county of
Argenteuil, was because he pretended,
that the Catholic clergy—the priests
and the bishops—interferein the elec-
tions ; and why should they not inter-
fere in the elections ? As citizens,
they have the right to take part in
elections, and they simply claim the
right of exercising a citizen’s privilege
I would like to see the Postmaster
GGeneral or the Cabinet take away
from the Catholic clergy the right of
counselling citizens respecting public
matters in their capacity as citizens
of this country. But, Mr. Speaker, the
hon. member goes further: the Hon.
the President of the Council says that
the priests cannot express opinions re-
garding material questions, such as the
making of canals, and the construction
of other public works. 1tiswell known,
however, that at all sessions of this
House, other questions than these are
submitted for consideration — ques-
tions with which religion has certainly
some connection, and regarding which
priests have assuredly something to
say, if the priest  have the right to
interfere in and make known to his co-
religionists his opinions upon matters
touching the doctrines of the Catholic
Church. But there is another and a
stronger reason why he should take
part in and exercise hisinfluence upon
clections, and this is the right they all
claim, and this is-‘the right which T
am convinced my co-religionists of
Lower Canada and my co-religionists of
the other Provinces, will never with-
hold. Mr.Speaker, the Conservatives are
attacked, and it is alleged that we are
not as well disposed towards the Pro-
testants as the Liberals who sit on the
other side of the House, but on all
occasions . and at all periods in our
history have we not only granted to
the Protestants of Lower Canada their
rights, but even more than their rights,
and we have done so with the greatest
pleasure and the greatest good-will in
the world, while the clergy of "the
country—the Catholic clergy—have
always been disposed to sustain the
same doctrine and do justice to the
Protestant population of Lower Can-
ada. I would refer, in thisregard, toa
time when neither Conservatives nor
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Liberals, Bleus nor Rouges existed, a
few years after the conquest of thix
country by England, when we had but
recently emerged from agreat struggle
between the two great nations, France
and England, and this country had
been transferred to and placed under
the rule of England. At the period to
which I make allusion the American
revolution was raging, and the French
King had sent an army to the assistance
of England’s revolted colonists.  The
word of command was given on our
frontier in the struggles with the
British troops, in the French language,
and the White Flag of France which
had floated over this country and over
the walls of Quebec thirteen years pre-
viously, waived over the French rein-
forcements sent to the aid of the Amer-
icans. A prelate of the Roman Catho-
lic Church over the frontier further
made an appeal to the Roman Catho-
lies, the French Canadians of Lower
Canada, to range themselves under the
banner of France and fight for their
religion, and for their former King.
Whatjwas the answer which the French
Canadians—my ancestors and our
ancestors—returned to that appeal and
to the French commands? What did
we do when we saw the White Flag of
France on the other side of the fron-
tier? Did we hasten to betray our
King? Were we eager to betray the
flag which ~ then floated over us, and
which now floats over us, and I must
say I am glad that it does float over
us. What was the reply of the hier-
archy, and the Catholic Bishop of
Quebec ?  What was the reply of the
Roman Catholic Bishops of the present
Province of Quebec? Did they say
that they would follow the advice of
the venerable prelate who made such
an appeal from the country which
became the United States? No, sir;
they said to their flocks: the King of
England now rules over you, and your
flag is the flag of England ; that King
and that flag you must defend. And,
Sir, that King and that flag were de-
fended, and we remained a British
Colony. The country remained in the
possession of England, and remained
under the flag of Protestant England ;
vet we are told that we have done in-
justice to the Protestants, and that we
are not inclined to grant them their
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rights. Mr. Speaker, on each occasion
when the rights of the Protestants
have been in question, we have recog-
nized them—we have acted with the
greatest liberality in their regard, and
we have never regretted it.

. At this point, the hour being six, the
House took recess.

AFTER RECESS.

Hon. Myr. LANGEVIN continued in
English as follows: I think that under
the circumstances it is fair that the
House should know what was the sub-
stance of what the hon. gentleman
has stated in French. The Hon. Presi-
dent of the Council says that after his
election he came to take his seatin the
Privy Council, and that on his way up
to Ottawa he read the speech made at
Argenteuil by the Hon. Postmaster
General. He said that he was shocked
with the remarks of theHon.Postmaster
General, and he went immediately, on
his arrival at Ottawa, to the First
Minister and told him that the speech
of the Hon. Postmaster General had
placed him, the President of the Coun-
cil, in a very false position, and that he
could not accept the doctrines . pro-
pounded in that speech. He requested
the First Minister to say whether the
Postmaster (reneral had spoken in his
own name or in the name of the
Government. The President of the
Council goes on to say that the First
Minister told him ¢hat the Postmaster
General spoke for himseif and him-
self only, and that consequently
he, the Premier, did not accept the
responsibility of what had been said
by the Postmaster General. Now, Mr.
Speaker, compare that declaration
with the statement made just now by
the First Minister. We found that the
First Minister in his explanations says
that he did not ap{)rove of anything
that would bring religious matters into
the political discussions of this country.
That was about all he said, as far as I
could cateh his words. Well, that is
the only objection made by the
First Minister to the speech. He did
not say he did not take the
responsibility of the speech. He
did not answer squarely the mem-
ber for Chateauguay whether he
approved of the tenor of the remarks
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made by the Hon. Postmaster General.
No, he would not answer although the
member for Chateauguay reiterated
his question and declared that he
was not satisfied, and also that there
should be a plain answer to a plain
question.  Notwithstanding the an-
swer was not forthcoming we find
from the President of the Council
that the First Minister told him that
the Postmaster General had spoken for
himself, and consequently he, the First
Minister, did not take the responsi-
bility.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE—That is
quite correct.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN—Of course
I did not say that it was not correct;
T assumed that it was correct. The
First Minister just said what I have
read, and his friend, the President of
the Council, made another statement.
Of course 1 only compare the two
statements to show what the opinions
of the two gentlemen are; I did not
attack their correctness. It is very
important that we should know
whether these utterances are the
utterances of the Government or
those of the Postmaster General only.
He has attacked the hierarchy of Lower
Canada, and the hierarchy of the
whole Dominion, and he has attacked
the Catholics from one end of the coun-
try to the other. He has made an un-
fortunate attempt to stir up religious
strife. Asthe hon. member for Chateau-
guay has stated, he has made a very
offensive attack on a large body of the
citizens of our country. He has made
an appeal, so says the hon. member for
Chateauguay, to the Protestants of
Quebec; and that hon. gentleman, the
Postmaster General, sits alongside of
the First Minister of the Crown, and
the Hon. President of the Council sits
on the other hand, that great, that old
defender of the religious rights of the
Roman Catholics in times past. He
is ready to reap all the bhenefits
of the war which the Postmaster Gen-
eral wants to excite against the
Roman Catholics. Mr. Speaker, why
should we be so attacked and insulted
by the Postmaster General; why should
he try to have us placed under sus-

icion and excite feelings of hostility

tween us and the large body of Pro-
testants of this country ? 1 was glad
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that it was a Protestant from Lower
Canada, the hon. member for Chateau-
guay, who broughtup this question, and
that on behalf of the Protestants of
that section. I have no doubt that he
could not sanction such doctrines as
those propounded by the Postmaster
General, and that he wanted his friend,
the First Minister, as the Leader
of the Liberal party, to disavow
the doctrines. What have we done
10 his co-religionists to be insulted ?
Have we done him any injustice or
refused the Protestants anything to
which they are entitled? Have we
not, on the contrary, always with great
pleasure given them more than they
asked for? Did we not, long ago, give
them the same rights as we had for
separate schools ? Can they not educate
their children with as much ease as we
van?  Ix it not a fact that three or
tour weeks ago the Government of
Lower Canada gave to the Protestants
a Council of Public Instruction for
their own Schools, and a President of
the Board separate from the Roman
Catholic Board. They have control of
their schools, and we have given them
everything they wanted; and yet, the
Hon. Postmaster-reneral, in his speech
at Argenteuil, says that will not do;
he must put the Church under his feet
—he must destroy the influence of
the Roman Catholic hierarchy and
the Roman Catholic clergy of Canada.
Mxr. Speaker, we remained a British
Colony ; we remained a dependency of
a Protestant conntry, and yet we are
told that we are fanaticg, that we want
to put down, Protestants, and that we
are such firebrands that we must be
put down ; we must be trampled upon ;
that the power of this Government
must be used to put us down. That is
what the Postmaster General says in
his speech, and it is not denied by the
President of the Council nor the Pre-
mier. The former sits there with the
Postmaster General, and he must share
the responsibility of that speech. M.
Speaker, in our days we have had to
deal with questions in which the Pro-
testants of Lower Canada were also
interested. When Confederation was
about to take place, the Protestants of
Lower Canada—some of them—were
afraid that in the division of the coun-
try into Provinces, and the powers
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about to be given to the Local Legis-
latures, bemg in the minority, they
would be at the mercy of the French,
and they asked for protection in
the Confederation Act. They asked
that twelve counties should be
considered as British counties—En-
glish Counties—and that the limits of
these Counties should not be disturbed_
without the consent of a large majority
of the members for these counties.
Mcr. Speaker, that law was considered
offensive in the view of many. Thatit
was 50 we were convinced. It was an un-
just suspicion; but, notwithstanding
that, in order to show our libera-
lity, in order that they would
come into the Confederation, and to
assure them that their rights would be
protected under the new regime by the
the Federation Act, and that they
might not fear the religipus legislation
of Quebec, we assented to it. The
Conservatives that were supporting us
assented to it; but there were excep-
tions. The hon. gentleman,'the present
President of the Council, 1f I am mnot
mistaken, voted against that clause,
and I think it was the first Liberai
vote he gave in his life. My, Speaker,
if T am not mistaken, a good many

Liberals of Lower Canada voted
also against that clause, but we,
the Conservatives., supported it

and I can say we regarded it ever
since, so that we never had a com-
plaint from either party, but all
was unanimity with them until the
Postmaster-Greneral raised the cry the
other day that the Protestants in
Lower Canada were in danger. Th
hon. gentleman for Terrebonne calle
attention to another fact, that previous
to Confederation the question of edu-
cation for Lower Canada’ came up.
Sir A. T. Galt, at that time Finance
Minister, desired that a measure might
then be adopted in order that the sepa-
rate school question might be com-
pleted, although separate - schools
already existed in Lower Canada. I
introduced the bill in this House, and
my colleagnes would have supported
it if another measure had wnot
been brought from the Province
of Ontario which prevented the
Lower Canada measure from being
passed, because in Ontario a large
majority did not wish that hill to pass,
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although it would have quieted
the minds of a large portion

of the people of Quebec. My late
lamented friend, Sir George Cartier,
pledged his word of honor that when
the Province of Quebec would be con-
stituted he would see that a measure,
similar to that introduced by me in
.this House, would be introduced in the
Lower Canada Legislature and that it
would be . passed. The Protestants of
Lower Canada were not afraid of the
word of Six George Cartier; it was as
good as law to them. Confederation
took place. Unfortunately Sir George
Cartier was absent during the whole
session in which this measure should
have bheen introduced; he was in
England, but in that measure did we
break faith with the Protestants of
Lower Canada? No, the bill was
introduced by the Chauveau Govern-
ment, and it was supported by me and
opposed by the hon, gentleman who ix
now President of the Council; that
measure which the Protestants wished
to have was supported and defended
by us to redeem the word of Sir George
Cartier and to do justice tothem. Mr.
Speaker, this is not all. How many
times have we not seen the Lower
Canadian counties, Roman Catholic
counties, French Canadian counties
elect members of other origin and of
another faith, and even elect
them against Roman Catholics and
French Canadians. The other day,
in the county of Chicoutimi and
in Saguenay, there was a Roman Ca-
tholic—a French Canadian—who came
forward, and he was supported in that
county by the late member for
Charlevoix. Mr. W. Price, brother
of the senator, came forward—an
English Protestant—and he was sup-
ported by alarge majority of the Cath-
olic votes of that county. Mr. Price
himself was elected by Chicoutimi and
Saguenay, and also by Charlevoix and
Montmorency—elected by that im-
mense division, to the Legislative Coun-
cil, over the Hon. Letellier dé St. Just, a
French Canadian and Roman Catholic.
And this is the persecution we carry
on against the Protestants of Lower
Canada. But, Mr. Speaker, there is an
hon. member sitting on the other side
of this House, the hon. member for
Beauce, he is not a Roman Catholic, he
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is a Protestant and has been elected
by a Roman Catholic constituency. Is
that persecution by the Roman Catho-
lics? My hon. friend the member for
Three Rivers is also elected by a large
majority. He is not a Roman Catholic,
but he is elected by a French Canadian
Catholic constituency. Then the leader
of the Liberals in the Province of Que-
bec. By whom is he elected? By a Pro-
testant constituency ? No, by the
county of Lotbiniere, where I suppose
there are not ten Protestants, and he
has been repeatedly clected by acclama-
tion. Then there is the Hon. Mr. Nelson
elected repeatedly by Roman Catholics,
and Mr. W. R. Ross elected by Beauce
two or three times. I am sure
my hon. friend the member for Cha-
teauguay also thinks that he is not
persecuted by the Roman Catholics of
Lower Canada. He has been elected re-
peatedly by a large majority of Roman
Catholic votes. Thenthe hon. gentleman
who was introduced this afternoon—
the member for Gaspé—he is nota
Roman Catholic and he is elected by «
Roman Catholic constituency, and no
doubt he will be elected for 1t as long
as he wishes to take his seat in thix
House. In order to destroy the im-
pression of that ‘‘ unfortunate speech,”
as the hon. member for Chateauguay
calls it, I mention this. I think itisa
speech that the hon. gentleman will
regret as long as he lives—this attempt
to destroy the harmony that has con-
tinued so long, not only in Lower
Canada but throughout the Dominion.
At all events the Government of Lower
Canada were determined that the
Protestants should have justice and
they will not endorse the sentiments of
the Hon. Postmaster-Geeneral but will
repudiate them as sentiments that
should never have been uttered. Mr.
Speaker, we have not claimed any-
thing that is not right ; we have not
claimed as rights anything that should
not have been claimed. What do we
ask ? The hon. gentleman says the
Roman Catholic Clergy interfere -in
elections ; that is the basis of his argu-
ment ; that ig the reason why he scents
“war” in Lower Canada. But what
do the hierarchy, what do the Priests,
what do the Roman Catholics of Lower
Canada do ? Do they act differently
from what the Roman Catholic Priests
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in Ontario do ? Are they not citizens
of Canada, with the rights of citizen-
ship ? Does any one wish to deprive
the hon. gentleman of his rights as a
citizen ? Then why does he wish to
deprive our Bishops and Priests of their
rights? Surely the Government will not
try to do such an injustice as to deprive
a large and respectable body of gentle-
men of their rights ; those rights they
must have and must keep, and no doubt
shall keep. But the hon. gentle-
man the President of the Ccuncil gives
the support of his voice, his name
and his position to this ; he wishes to
malce a separation between Church and
State ; he wishes to show that the
Priests and the Bishops must confine
themselves to religious matters ; that
is to say, all these matters that belong
to the Church. and that are treated in
the Church, in the pulpit and in the
vestry. But he says when you are to
build canals or legislate on matters of
public works surely you can differ
from your neighbour and be a Catholic¢
the same as before. I know, and he
knows that in this House, and in the
Local Legislature, we have not only to
deal with canals, railwaysand public
works, but we will have other matters—
for instance, the question of divorce,
which is considered by our Church as a
matter in which the Church has a great
deal to say. Will the hon. gentle-
man say that the Priests shall have
nothing to say in this matter which
is against the teachings of his Church ?
Surely as a citizen he should recog-
nize the Roman Catholic clergy and
their right in this question, in which
they exercise so much influence for
the good of their country. You
have never seen the Roman Catholic
clergy of Quebec disloyal ; they have
always upheld the supremacy of Great
Britain in this country, and the Mother
Country never had, and never will
have, more thoroughly loyal and de-
voted subjects than the priests of
Lower Canada and of the Dominion.
I do not want to detain the House
much longer, but I must repeat that it
-is unfortunate that the Hon. the First
Minister of the Crown should not come
down and say openly whether the doc-
trines propounded by the Postmaster
General are the doctrines that he pro-
fosses. As long as the Postmaster

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN.
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General sits alongside of him in the
same Cabinet he is responsible for his
opinions as a Minister of the Crown.
These statements have been made by
the hon. getleman, and he has stated
that they were the views of his col-
leagues, that they were the doctrines of
his colleagues, and if they were other-
wise he would certainly resign his seat.
Has he resigned his seat ? Has he
gone out of the Government ? Has he
repudiated these doctrines ? No, he
has not ; he remains there, the same
doctrines remain there, the same wish
on the partofthe First Minister to
retain the Roman Catholics in Lower
Canada is there, yet the President of
the Council remains and supports him.
He has been called upon by the hon.
member for Terrebonne to say whether
the First Minister accepts these doc-
trines or not; but I need not say
a word more than the written declara-
tion that he read to the House. He was
so afraid of uttering a word that would
compromise his colleagues about these
doctrtnes that he would not risk him-
self otherwise than by a written
speech. It is a proper thing the
country should know that the Hon.
President of the Council, when called
upon by members of this House and
of his own Province—when called
upon to speak—could not give an
answer. Mr. Speaker, Lower Canada
will know it, and the answer from the
people will, no doubt, be of the same
character as the answer Lower Canada
has given since the speech of the Post-
master General. The first answer was
given in Chambly, where the people

| said it was an unfortunate speech, and

sent to this House a member to oppose
the Government. The - county of
Charlevoix has given the same answer.
They repudiated the member who had
80 long supported the hon. gentleman
opposite, brought down hiz majority
of 700, and elected me by a majority
of 211.

Mr. DEVLIN—The question sub-
mitted by the hon. member for Cha-
teauguay has evoked a discussion
which imposes upon me the obliga-
tion of offering a few remarks on the
subject before it is finally disposed of. -
I am not surprised at the question sub-
mitted by the honourable gentleman.
I am aware that the speech of the
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Hon. Postmaster General has evoked
a very strong feeling in the Pro-
wvince of Quebec, that it has mot
subsided up to the present moment,
and I think all things considered it is
well these matters should be fairly
ventilated on the floor of this House.
It should not be left in the power of
those who are so ready and willing to

fit by every word spoken in order
to damage the Reform party in this
country. I say at once as an Irishman
and a Catholic that I do not concur in
the remarks of the Hon. Postmaster
General, and T am obliged to say that it
was a most unfortunate speech. I have
nohesitation in adding thatit has placed
a weapon in the hands of our opponents
which they have, up this moment, very
successfully used, and one which they
will continue to use until it has become
80 worn out and effaced that they will
be ashamed to use it any longer. Now
1 believe T am justified in saying there
is not a Catholic in Quebec who respects
the pastor of his church who can give
any adhesion to the opinions enunciated
by the Postmaster General. It is
impossible for Catholics to stand up in
this House, in my humble judgment,
and defend that speech, but I say
plainly, that the hon. gentleman who
spoke last looks upon it as a Godsend
to the Opposition, becaunse really
without that speech I do not know
what subject the hon. gentleman could
address himself to in this House that
would be palatable to his readers outside
of it. I do not know any subject
which could excite his eloguence
except the speech which I call unfor-
tunate, but which he ought to call very
fortunate indeed. It would seem,
from the remarks of the hon. member
for Terrebonne, that he styles himself
leader of the Ultramontane Catholics.
Now the question will be decided very
shortly who is the leader—whetheritis
the hon. member for Charlevoix or the
hon. member for Terrebonne. It strikes
me very forcibly, from certain indica-
tions which are quite remarkable here
this evening, there will be some rivalry
in the Opposition ranks, and that some
one will not have exactly a bed of roses
to lie upon on that side of the House.
However, I think it proper to say I
‘was surprised when f heard the
hon. member for Terrebonne describe

3
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himself as the Leader of the Ultra-
montanes.

Mr. MASSON—I did not.

Mr. DEVLIN—Then I am in error,
but I know no such Catholics in Que-
bec or elsewhere. All who belong to
the Roman Catholic Church are of the
one faith ; there are no sections. You
cannot call a Catholic by any other
name and, therefore, when we are
spoken of as Ultramontane Catholics
we are spoken of in a manner which
is not understood by those who are
Catholics. It would seen from the
remarks that have been addressed to
this Touse that a huge conspiracy was
organized by the Government of this
country, having for its object the anni-
hilation of the Catholics of Quebec. I
have unlimited confidence in the justice
and fairness of the hon. gentleman who
leads this Government. I believe the
Catholics of this country have no reason.
to fear hostility from that quarter.

Mr. WHITE (Hastings)—You have
more confidence than Father Dowd has
in you.

Mr. DEVLIN—I believe the hon.
member for Hastings is a leader of
the Orange Brotherhood. He sits very
near the hon. member for Terrebonne,
and shakes hands with the hon,
member for Charlevoix. He has, on
more than one occasion, nodded his
head approvingly when he heard that
our religious institutions were in
danger. It must bhe a great consola-
tion to the leader of the Ultramon-
tanes, and still greater for the hon.
member for Charlevoix, to have their
speeches, their Catholic speeches,
endorsed by a Grand Master of the
Orangemen. I wonder if that hon.
gentleman, who has spoken so loudly
and so zealously in defence of Catholic
rights, would go down to Charlevoix to-
morrow or next day and stand on the
Elatform addressing himself to the

onest French Canadians, and say : “I
spoke that speech in the House, and the
man who applauded me loudest was
a leader of the Orangemen.” It is
well known, and it may be as well to
say it now, that all the vitality, or
nearly all of it, that is to be found
in the' Opposition ranks emanates
from the Orange Society of this
Dominion. They could mnot exist
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a week if

Catholicity and our anti-Catholicity.
As a Catholic T have unbounded con-
fidence in the justice and fairness of
the present Government, and I believe
that at the present day the Catholic
religion and every religion which is
known in this Dominion 1s surrounded
by all the safeguards which can pos-
sibly be required at the hands of
those who desire to exercise it in this
country. I think there isnot, perhaps,
in the wide world a country that can
boast such freedom as we enjoy,and I
believe that no one, whether he be a
Minister of the Crown or simply a
member of the House, will be permitted
to create veligious turmoil and con-
fusion in this country. I believe the
' good sense of the country would stamp
out any attempt of that kind the
moment it is made, and that the
people of this country understand well
that the man who would seek to em-
broil us in religious animosities would
be regarded as the worst enemy of the
Dominion. I believe so far as the
esent Government have gone on, they
ave conducted the Government of
this country with impartiality and in-
tegrity. I ask any gentleman on the
other side of the House in the ranks
of the Opposition to point to onesingle
measure, emanating from the present
Government or their supporters, having
for its object the overthrow of the
Catholic religion, tending to impair its
usefulness, or tending in any manner
or form to cast impediments or ob-
structions in its way? It isimpossible
for any gentlemen to doso. There-
fore I feel that I am justified, so long
as the Government is conducted as
it is now, in raising my humble
voice on the floor of this House
in defense of a Government founded
upon justice and impartiality. I
might be permitted to say that all
the difficulty which we labour under in
the Province of Quebec, all the discus-
sions which have taken place there for
some time back in religious matters of
an acrimonious nature, have been
begotten by the leaders of the Opposi-
tion in that Province. I tell them

Mr, DEvLIN,
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they trade in this, that they know in
their hearts they dare not stand up im
this House and say the Catholic Church
is in danger from any act of this G-
ernment. The difficulties in Quebege
have been inspired by the leaders of
the Opposition, and to such an extent
has it been carried out, that a man whp
is called a Reformer and a Catholic is
pointed out by these gentlemen as g
very dangerous individual who ought
to be muzzled or put into that lunatic
asylum which the hon. gentleman says
the DeBoucherville Government whas
willing to grant to the Protestants.
Speaking of that subject the hon. gentle-
man from Terrebonne said, “ See how
liberal we are in Quebec! A deputs-
tion went to the Capital of the Preo-
vince and asked for a Lunatic Asylum.
Mz, DeBoucherville said, ¢ If you don't
want to put your patients in the luna-
tic asylum we will give you one for
yourselves,” And, why not? Is not
that the right of the Protestants ? One
would suppose from the way the Pro-
testants of Quebec have been spoken of
by the leaders of the Opposition, that
they were a body of paupers depending
upon the charity of the party with
which the hon. member for Charlevoix
is associated, and when any justice is
done to them in Quebec the hon. mem-
bers for Terrebonne and Charlevoix
raise their hands and say, “see what
we have done !” They forget there
are others besides Tories among
those who have done acts of justice to
the Protestants of Quebec. 1 deny
that the Protestants of that Province
have got more than their rights. They
have the privilege of educating their
own children, 8o have the Catholics in
Ontario; and so, I hope, will the
Catholics of New Brunswick at mno
distant day. '
Mr. PICARD—They have it now.

Mr. DEVLIN—I heard the hon.
member for Charlevoix say that the
Leader of the Government 1s in accord
with the speech delivered by the
Postmaster General. 1 understand
from what he said he is not. It is
possible, even if the Premier were to
swear to it, that the hon. gentleman
opposite would say there was some
reserve. 1 understood the Leader of
the Government to say he was not in
accord with the speech, and further,
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that he would countenance no act or
measure calculated to create religious
difficulties in this Dominion; that he
was in favor of equal rights to all, and
that he was prepared to protect, as far
as he could, the citizens of the Do-
minion in the exercise of those rights.
I understood him to say that, and I
shall eonclude by reiterating my con-
fidence in the Government, and ex-
essing my regret that the Postmaster
eneral delivered the speech he did
deliver.

Mr. WHITE (Hastings) — Every
Catholic in this Dominion will be
pleased to hear from the Irish gentle-
man, the leader of the Canadian Catho-
lics, that the Government is not pre
pared to introduce legislation injuri-
ously affecting them ; yet that gentle-
man who would not hear a Minister
of his Church insulted is the
same who stood up here last
sesgion and said the statement of the
Bishop of New Brunswick was not cor-
rect, and who had recently insulted
Father Dowd. The hon. member says
the hon. gentleman from Terrebonne
is my leader. I will admit that I
would ten times sooner acknowledge
him as my leader than sit in company
with the hon. member for Montreal
Centre.

Mr. DEVLIN—The hon. gentle-
man may rely upon it, he will never
be in my company, nor I in his. The
gulf that separates us is too wide.

Mr. WHITE—Let me tell the hon.
member, I have no desire to be in the
eompany of one who sympathises with
those who are rebellious to the British
Crown. I will tell the hon. gentleman
another fact, that I want no association
with a man who was accused by the
public press of this country with being
in sympathy with those who took the
life of an eminent Irish statesman be-
cause he stood in his way.

Mr. DEVLIN—Oh!

t’cSeveral Members—Order! shame!
ete.

Mr. WHITE (Hastings) — Mr.
Speaker, I wish to say to the hon.
%ent'leman that when he interrupts me

will defend myself. Idid not in-
tend to say anything to injure the feel-
1ngs of gy party.
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Mr. DEVLIN—You cannot injure
me, Sir.

Mr. WHITE—The hon. gentleman,
1 presume, is beyond injury.

Mr. DEVLIN—I have no doubt,
I am beyond injury from you.

Mr. WHITE—The hon. gentleman
must bear in mind that he has no right
to say anything against the society
that T have the honor to be a member
of. The sentiments of that society are
the sentiments which have just been ut-
tered by the hon. member for Terre-
bonne. I want to tell the hon. member
for Quebec Centre, who interrupted me,
that the Globe once said his dishonest
acts smelled to Heaven. I want
to tell the Hon. the President of :
the Council that it was necessary
for the members for Montreal East
and Jacques Cartier to drag him
through the Lachine Canal to so cleanse
him as to———

Mr. SPEAKER—I shall have to call
the hon. member to order.

Mr. WHITE—I will apologise if I
said anything which is out of place.
Let me just say, that so far as the
member for Terrebonne is concerned, I
made a remark, and then the hon. gen-
tlemen opposite raised some hisses at
the sentiments I uttered,which I believe
to be correct, and for which he
worked in every part of the country.
impressing upon people to attend to
their own Church and opinions. That
is the sentiment of the Orange institu-
tion. They are ready to defend and
maintain their own right and give
every man the right to Worshig
according to his own conscience.
ask you,now, if I am wrong ? That was
the explanation, Mr. Speaker, 1 was
going to make when interrupted. This
discussion is unfortunate, but it was
brought on by the hon. member for
Chateaugnay. The hon. gentleman
complains that I should get up and not
endorse the remarks of the Postmaster
General. Who can do that what he
has not got the courage and indepen-
dence to say that ‘‘those are my sen-
timents and I will stand by them.”
He said they were the sentiments
of his colleague. The Protestant horse
has often been set up by the
ministerial parties of this country.
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Not long ago the Globe rode the Pro-
testant horse, but where is it now?
And, Mr. Speaker, who can forget the
time when the hon. member for South
Ontario ran in Lambton, when the
present Premier made it a charge
against him for standing in the streets
of Quebec and looking at the Host
as it passed ? Who can forget
the time when the hon. member
for Bruce brought in his resolutions in
the Local House to give a reward for
the apprehension of the murderers of
Scott, and that he was the first in this
House to supporta motion for granting
the same murderers an amnesty ?
All these matters can be brought
up plainly before the people of this
country, and now the Protestants of
Upper Canada say that the Postmaster
‘General has denounced the Church of
Rome, and must keep within bounds.
Before I take my seat, I desire to say
that Idid not intend to say anything
offensive or out of order. This is the
first time, Mr. Speaker, you have risen
to call me to order, but I intend, when
-any hon, gentleman interrupts me, to
strike back as hard as I know how.
Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON — Mr.
Speaker, I think at thisstage of the dis-
cussion a few remarks from me will be
inorder. I made aspeechin Argenteuil
‘which has been very generally dis-
cussed. It was not a religious speech ;
it was a speech which, so far as I was
concerned, had no reference to religion.
It was a speech which opened up sub-
_jects which I had no intention to discuss
in this House, because I should be sorry
‘to follow the example of those who pre-
-ceded me and enter so largely into a
religious disputation. It was a speech
ronounced by myself in my native
rovince of Quebec to the people
whom I may call my own peogle, upon
what I regard important subjects in
which they are concerned. No member
of the Government is responsible for
‘that specch, and I have the right to
express my individual opinions there
to my own people. g‘he opinions
which I expressed are my opinions;
they were my opinions then and are
my opinions now. And when I hear
ﬂmtlemen like my hon. friend from
ontreal Centre expressing his grief,
1 feel regret that he has never seen my
Ietter, by which it is made plain that

Mr. WaITE.
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my speech went no further than his.
In the province of Quebec there is &
great deal of bitterness in politics, and
matters had come to such a point that
it was areproach to be a Liberal Catho-
lic. I donot know enough of theology
to discuss the point, but I think Chief
Justice Dorion is just as good a Chris-
tian and a better leader than the hon.
member for Terrebonne, who is styled
the leader of the Ultramontanes. Look-
ing at the great conflict going on in-
Lower Canada, and being among my
own people—the people over whom I
desired to exercise a certain influence—
which intention I then and there de-
seribed, 1 spoke to them of the dreads
I had of the Ultramontanes, and 1
asked them to give to the Liberals
their aid. This is the head and front
of my offending, so far as I am con-
cerned. I said, what I say now, that
they ought to do it, and I believe they
will doit. And T hope that the Lib-
erals of Quebec will not be frightened
by the almost universal expression of
this House, that such sentiments ave
to be repudiated. I repeat that I am
not ashamed of my alliance with the
Liberals of Quebec. They, like me,
have held up free institutions against
influences so powerful that the hon.
member for Charlevoix dare not down
in his own county, make a speech
like the one the hon. member for Mon-
treal Centre made. I don’t wish to
enter upon any further discussion of my
speech. It was a simple appeal to my
own people, telling them what I be-
lieved to be the dangers of the country
and asking them to support those who
upheld the views I believe to be sound
in politics. 1 am not ashamed of
that speech, but I deeply regret it has
caused this discussion, and I regret
more still that it has placed such a
friend as the hon. member for Montreal
Centre in an embarrassing position. I
was not speaking as a Minister, but as
a Lower Canadian and a citizen of
that Province. I said there what I
repeat here. I repeat that the true
course of the British population in
Quebec to-day is to ally themselves
with the Liberals in their effort to
maintain free institutions. -

Hon. MAT.COLM CAMERON- -It is
time a little common sense entered into
this discussion. I am proud that my
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hon. friend has spoken exactly. Hedid
not go there to preach religion ; he was
there talking politics, and said, what
. everyone knows, that there werc two
parties in Lower Canada, and that one
party he considered were ultra in their
views and under the influence of Ultra-
montanism. There was another party
who were Liberal; and they were his
bosom friends. What has been the
tone ‘and thceme of these discussions,
that he had abused the Catholic Church
and thrown contempt upon it. Was
there any allusion of the kind in the
speech ? The Postmaster General very
Blg)perly drew his opponents into it.
es any man of common sense sup-
pose a man goes to a public meeting
to abuse his own friends—to abuse
that large body of Catholies all over
the country who are at his back and
always supported him. The House was
evidently carried away by the speech of
the member for Charlevoix, which was
certainly very able; but its whole
object was to endeavour to do what
the newspapers thoroughly enough do
outside—throw dust into the people’s
eyes., It is like that clause of the
Bupreme Court Bill that ran the round
of the whole Conservative Press. Itis
like the resignation of Mr. Cartwright
the other day, and there is just as much
justification, in truth, to believe that the
hon, member for Shefford went to
Lower Canada and abused the Catho-
lics. Any one who runs away with
such an idea of the speech, labours
under some extraordinary hallucina-
tion, and although it may make
amusement in the House to have a
discussion about Orangeism and other
things which are pleasant enough in
the beginning of the session, no mem-
ber believes it will lead to any desirable
resnlt.

Mr. WORKMAN—I do not wish
to intrnde upon the House, but
the hon. member for East ﬁastings
(Mr. White) said something concerning
myself. 1 have very lately been re-
turned from what I conceived to be a
very close and bitter political contest.
The constituency I have the honor to
represent is composed one-half of
Protestants and the other half of
Catholics. I am an extreme Protes-
tant; probably my religious views in
the Protestant faith go to the same
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extreme as those of the hon. member
for Terrebonne go in the Catholic.

Mr. MASSON—I deny it entirely.

Mr. WORKMAN-Very well; I mere-
ly mentioned this question of rcligion
to point my explanation. It is quite
true one or two bitter political enemies
attacked me in the newspapors, which
fell entirely dead and produced no re-
sult. T have very great pleasure indeed
in stating that my Roman Catholic
fellow-citizens, both French Canadians
and Irish, came forward and supported
me with unanimity and sincerity of
feeling, for which I feel deep gratitude.
It was through their exertions that I
am present in this House to-night, and
I can say that the constituency which I
representis entirely free from religious
intolerance and religious bigotry. Ire-
gret that this question hasbeen brought
up here. With regard to the xpeech of
the Hon. Postmaster General, none of
us are perfect, and may make remarks
in speeches we may regret. It would
probably have been better that the
speech had never been made, and I
think the Opposition are delighted to
take hold of 1t in the hope of using it
to the injury of the Government. On
this question of religion, I have
the utmost faith in the Government '
of the day. I am satistied so
long as the Hon. Premier, who at
present conducts the business of this
House presides over the Council, that
every religion will receive that justice
and impartiality to which it is entitled.
The hon. member for East Hastings
stated that I had used my influence in
bringing out a charge against my
opponent of being a Freemason. I
want to explain that I knew nothing
about that document, or the printing
and publishing of it.

Mr. WHITE—TI did not say that,

Mr. WORKMAN—I beg pardon ;
you said the member for Montreal West,

Mr. WHITE—T said it was used for
the member Montreal West.

Mr. WORKMAN-—I accept the ex-

planation, and will not detain - the
House further.

Mr. RYMAL—The Roman Cath-
olics, Mr. Speaker, are too im-

portant and powerfal a body to be
trampled under foot in the Dominion
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made to them, which were nothing
more than justice to both parties; they
know their strength, and have no fears
depend on it. Thatisnot the cause of the
attack upon my hon. friend from Shef
ford. That is not the cause of the on-
slaught on him to-day. He performed
something, less than three years ago,
which rankles in the bosoms of his
opponenzs even to-day. The flesh-
pots were withdrawn from their
custody and they wish once more to
Fevel in them. So long as the
Liberal party is united they know
very woll their chances are small and
that the bones they have to pick
will be hardly worth taking up. It is
because he was instrumental in formula-
ting charges which led to their over-
throw that they seek to wreak their
vengeance upon him at this time. I
have privately heard that members of
the Opposition have said they will
pursue him to the death I mean
litical death and they are on his
ack now. He knows full well
who are seeking his downfall, and they
kmow as well as he knows that they
do not fear for the fall of the Catholic
Church. As I said before, that is an
- excuse, for the Roman Catholic Church,
if they have had anything, have had
more than justice done them from each
party. As a Protestant, I say they
stand in a favored position, and they
know full well there is no danger of
the JChurch. I rejoice at the manly,
out-spoken manner in which my friend
uttered the remarks he made. If there
is anything I dislike more than another
itfis one of those mealy-mouthed poli-
ticians who, when he has spoken, one
hardly knows what he thinks. I have
fong admired my hon. friend, and he
has raised himself in my estimation
for his manly utterances to-night.
Mr. GORDON—MTr. Speaker, I have
8 few words to offer on this subject.
The hon. member for Terrebonne, in
opening his speech, said that the senti-
ments he entertained with regard to
“the religious subject, were exactly in
accord with the opinions expressed by
the Hon. Leader of the Government :
that was, that every religion should be
permitted to exercise its freedom in
this country. Now, Sir, I beg to draw
-the attention of the hon. gentleman,

Mr. RyMAL.
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the Member for Bast Hastings, to whst
he stated when he said that the hon.
member for Terrebonne expressed on
that occasion precisely the same senti-
ments that he entertained concerning
this matter; and I charge the hon.
gentleman with giving utterance to
what he must know is incorrect, to
nse the mildest term, for he professes
to be in alliance with a powerful body
which, in 1ts constitution, is entirely
antagonistic to the body of which the
hon. member for Terrebonne claims
to be the leader.

Hon. Members on the Left — No!
No!!

Mr. GORDON—I repeat that it is
entirely antagonistic.

Hon. Members—No! No!!

Mr. GORDON —1 say so, Mr.
Speaker, and I speak advisedly; I do
not speak at random, because that hon.
gentleman knows as well as he
knows that he is sitting in his seat at
the present moment, not only that he
makes a vow, but that he is actually
sworn—for such is the case—that he
has actually taken an oath to oppose
the Roman Catholic religion; and the
hon. member for North Hastings well
knows the form of that oath, for that
gentleman is a Grand Master. I see
the hon. member for Carleton smiling,
but they are actually sworn, in place
of supporting the sentinients to which
they have given utterance by impli-
cation to-day, to oppose the very body
with which they are now allied; and
when I find gentlemen rising and
for the sake of clap-trap, professing to
oppose the sentiments to which the

ostmaster General has given expres-
sion, in order to make political capital
against the Leader of the Government,
I think that if they are capable of such
a feeling they ought to be ashamed of
themselves, for on the 12th of July
they make violent orations on these
subjects against the Roman Catholie
Church, while here they express sym-
pathy for it. If they had a particle of
honesty in their composition, they
would applaud to the very echo the
sentiments uttered by the Postmasfer
General, but they are far from bein
honest in the sentiments which the
proclaim, and they show that the ar-
ganization with which they stand im-
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mediately connected, is8 not what it

retends to be. If we desired evi-

lence to establish that it is an organi-
zation used for political purposes, we
eould want nothing further than
the action which these gentlemen have
taken to-day on the floor of this House
with regard to the sentiments which
have fallen from the Postmaster Gen-
eral.

Mr. BOWELL—TI am sure that every-
.one is amused at the sentiments uttered
by the hon. member, who has just taken
his seat. I wish simply to draw atten-
tion to the fact that he knows as little
of the Orange Association as he does of
the institutions and system of gov-
ernment under which we live. Public
men have a good right to draw a dis-
tinction between a religious body or-
nized for religious purposes, and a

y organized for political purposes,
and when the hon. gentleman is capa-
ble of making that distinction be-
tween these two bodies, it will be time
énough for him to lecture us on our
duty, either as Orangemen or as Pro-
testants. I should like to know what
T have done during this discussion to
have brought forth from the hon.
member the remarks to which he has

riven utterance in regard to myself.
have sat, amused, I must confess,
with this little family quarrel which
has? drifted altogether away from the
estion raised by the hon. member for
ateauguay, and so happily responded

1o by the hon. member for Terrebonne.
I look upon this question as being one
involving a great deal more than a
matter merely affecting the religious
opinions of the hon. members for Shef:
ford and Terrebonne; agreat principle
of constitutional government is at stake
in this relation, and if I understand
aright, and if T understood the hon.
member for Chateaugay aright, when
he repudiated the sentiment uttered by
the hon. member for Shefford, he
raised such a constitutional question.
I hold that under the English system
df Responsible Government, as laid
down by the great constitutional
#uthorities—and by no one, perhaps,
miore forcibly than by the eminent
statesman, who has been most suc-

essful in having that principle estab-

Hshed in this eountry—that no hon-
arable member of the Government has
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the right to enunciate a principle,
speaking on behalf of the Government,
as did the hon. member for Shefford
in this instance, unless he was speakin
on behalf of the Administration, an
that if the Cabinet repudiated his doc-
trines, he should resign his portfolio.
This is what I understand to be the
principle which controls our constitu-
tional system in this respect. Now,
Sir, what is the spectacle presented
here to-night? The hon. member for
Chateaugay, in a statesman-like man-
ner, rises in his place and calls the
attention of the Premier to the senfi-
ments uttered by one of his col-
leagues, and asks him distinetly and
pointedly whether they are the views
of the Government, or whether he
repudiates them. The Hon, Premier
riges and tells the House that when the
hon. member for Shefford left Ottawa,
he—the Premier—was not aware that
he was going into the county of
Argenteuil ; also, that the sentiments
he uttered there were not enunciated
at the instance of the Government,
but he took good care, notwithstanding
the fact that the question was put to
him repeatedly, to refuse to say whether
he was in accord with these opinions;
and, to use the forcible language of the
hon. member for Chateauguay, the
Premier stopped at the most essential
portion of the explanation he should
have given. Now, Sir, when the hon.
member for Montreal Centre spoke—
he is not now in his place, and I do not
intend to refer to him at length, but I
may remark that his speech to-night i§
quite in accord with all those he haa
made since he occupied a seat on the
floor of this House—and charged the
members on the left of the Speaker
with having taken advantage of the
explanation, or half explanation given
by the Premier, and trying to make
political capital out of it; he forgot to
mention that the first hon. member of
the House who refused to accept the
statement of the Premier as a fuall
explicit explanation, was one of the
gentlemen most prominent in his
party, and I do not hesitate te
say ome of the most valuable san-
porters of the Government.
think, Sir, that under these circum:
stances it is but quite right and pro-

| per that the gentlemen on this side



40 The
of the House, from a constitu-
tional point, should be at least per-
mitted to take the same ground as the
hon. member for Chateauguay. It
was most gratifying to me, as I believe
it was to every member on this side of
the House, to find, when a great con-
stitutional prineiple was being viola-
ted, that the hon. member for Chateau-
guay, had the manliness and indepen-
dence to rise and denounce it; and,
when those geuntlemen who have
argued at such length and with such
eloquence and force for the establish-
ment of the great principle of Respon-
sible Government in this country, have
settled their little matter between
themselves, then we shall be prepared,
on this side of the House, to give an
opinion upon their utterances, and
draw conclusions as to the influence of
their political sentiments upon their
¥olicy, when in or out of the House.
t matters very little politically,
whether the members on this side of
the House and the hon. member for
Terrebonne hold different religious
views, or whether the hon. member
for Montreal Centre thinks it just to
throw a firebrand, as it were, into the
House; but the discussion has gone
farther—and this main point has been
overlooked altogether by everyone ex-
cept by the hon. gentleman who raised
the question—than was intended ; the
whole question respecting the intro-
duction of religious topies into po-
litical discussions, and the atti-
tnde of the different political par-
ties in this country, have been dragged
into this debate, and very unfortunate-
ly, in my opirion. I am quite sure
that the hon. member for Chateaugay
never anticipated that this discussion
was going to take so wide a range.
When the hon. gentleman who repre-
sents 80 very unworthily the North
Riding of Ontario — spesking in a
political sense—dares to throw a slur
upon the Comservative party in the
contemptuous manner in which he has
done to-day, I say it is but another
display of the utter ignorance of that
gentleman concerning the political
past of this country; it becomes no one
in political life, to have forgotten the
difficuities through which politicians
in Canada, and particularly the Con-
servative party in Ontario, have
Mr. BowELL.
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passed in times gone by. Now,
Sir, you must be aware of the fact
—and what member who has watched
the course of politics during the past
few years does not know—that the
Conservative party of Ontario, and
more particularly that section which
belongs to the Orange body, was con-
demned from door to door by the
party now in power, for daring to ad-
vocale equal rights to all. 1 have
myself been personally attacked as a
« green-backed Orangeman,” and “a
white-livered Protestant.” when the
Protestant howl was raised in Ontario
by dishonourable politicians, because
1 defended my worthy predecessor
who occupied a seat in the old
Parliament of Canada, and advocated
the endowment of all classes
with equal rights and privileges,
simply because I then echoed the
opinions uttered to-day upon this
question by the hon. gentleman who-
leads the Government, everyone.
knows, who knows anything of the
politics of Canada during the last ten
or fifteen years, that it was made an
electioneering cry in every shanty,
from every stump and every barn in On-
tario, against Protestants and Orange-
men in particular, who were con-
demned in the most violent manner
possible, and against whom the most
opprobrious epithets were hurled,
simply because they refused to record
their votes in favour of taking from
their Roman Catholic fellow subjects
the rights granted them by the Parlia-
ment of this country. Had the members
on the opposite side of the House who
applauded so vociferously a sentiment
to which my hon. friend the member
for East Hastings gave utterance,
allowed him to complete his sentence,.
I am sure that many of those who raised
the laugh would have completely
changed theirtone. Hesimply claimed
equafrights and privileges for every
subject of Her Majesty; and when the
hon. member for Montreal Centre-
talked to this House about the
member for Hastings, I know he
meant his remarks for me, under the
impression, I suppose, that I interrupt-
ed him, instead of my hon. friend for
East Hastings. I tell that gentleman
that it was due to the exertions and
leadership of the right hon. member
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for Kingston that the Roman Catholics
enjoy the rights they now possess in
Ontario, as proved by the votes record-
ed in the journals of this House, of the
hon. gentleman who now leads the
Government of this country.

Hon. Members — No! No! and it
is true.

Mr. BOWELL.—I do not think, I
repeat, that the hon. member for Cha-
teauguay intended this diseussion to go
quite so far as it has done ; but the hon.
sontleman himself when he thought
that he could make a point with reter-
ence to certain individuals, has not
hesitated to prey upon the prejudices
of a certain class of Her Majesty’s
subjects. He did not hesitate when he
was canvassing in the City of Montreal
to single out a gentleman contesting
the constituency of Montreal West, as
the personal and political friend of
myself, who had taken such a promi-
1ot part, as he stated—in the expul-
sion and bringing to justice of a certain
man in the North-West for a crime
there committed, knowing well at the
time that no statement which he could
possibly make, could arouse the ire
und  prejudices of 2 class of the elec-
tors, so quickly as the declaration, that
Mr. Thomas White was the personal
and political friend of that fire-brand,
Bowell, of North Hastings. T have his
speech here, but I was not at all
annoyed by it.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—I wish you
would send it over; Iwould like to see
it

[FeBRUARY

Mr. BOWELL—I will read it to
vou. The hon, gentleman said “I will

“ask Mr., White, if he will have the
“manliness to deny that he would not
“ have done so "—that is, done as Thad
done in reference to the expulsion of
Lou's Riel.—“There,” continued Mr.
*Zoiton, “can be no doubt of it, be-
“ cause he is bound in his daily utter-
¢ anees to hisreaders to give expression
“to his views in the paper which he
“owns; and there Lc lauded the course
“pursued in Parliamnent by Mr. Bowell,
“who brought before the House the
“motion for the expulsion of Riel.”
! do not find fault with the hon. gen-
tleman for saying this.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON-—I should think

nnt. .
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Mr. BOWELL—I only point out {o
the House the fact, that the hon. mem-
ber who took so much umbrage at the
speech of the hon. member for Shef:
ford, did not hesitate, when bhe
could gain anything by so doing, to
drag in all questions into the discus-
sion calculated to excite opposition to
one of the gentlemen engaged in that
clectoral contest.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—That was a
practical question in the then election.

Mr. BOWELL—It was not only a
practical, but o far us I was concerned,
a true position, but scarcely so eorrect
with reference to Mr. Thomas White,
the editor of the Montreal Gazelte,
who went no farther, <o far as I have
any recollection—and I wateh very
closely the articles which appear in
the Gazette—than to compliment me
upon the manner in which I had con-
ducted the case on that question, in
having avoided, as much as possible,
the introduction into the discussion of
that acrimony and ill-feeling which I
might have done. This was as far as
that gentleman went, and for so doing
he was held up as a bug-bear and a
scare-crow, quite equal to myself, be
fore the I'rench Canadians of Montreal,
I have no doubt but that the
manceuvre had its desired effect, but
that i< 1ot all t—If the hon. gentleman
will refer to a late election contest,
that took place mnear this city, in
the Cowdy of Prescott, 1 believe,
when Mr. Boyd was a candidate, he
will find—what? That the Liberal
)garty had at the time entercd into a

argain with the Catholic League, by
which they bound themselves by solemn
covenant to assist in securing the
election of a certain number of gentle-
men, not on account, mind you, of their
political views, but because they hap-
pened to belong to a certain nationality
and a certain religion; and what M.
Boyd afterwards declared was this:
that although he was a Reformer, and
although be had supported with all his
energy and all his talents the then
Government of the day in Ontario, ho
could not refrain from denouncing this
Government as corrupt for introducing
national and religious questions into
the political contest then going on. He
said that lie had been offered, with the
consent of Mr. Mackenzie, who was at
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the time in the Ontario Legislature,
the services ol Mr. O Donohoe, to be
sent down into the County of’ Proscott
in ovder v ovganize u Catholic League
with the view oi arousing the religious
and national prejudices of this section
ot the population in favour ot the candi-
date ‘of the Government. He went
farther when he brought them to book
regarding this matter, and he stated
distinetly and positively that a letter
was written him by his brother-in-law,
the present speaker of the Ontario
Legislatare, {rom the office of Blalke,
Kerr & Co., ou this subject.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE--I think that
if the hon. gentleman will look at the
speech in question, he will find that
this is a misstatement.

Mr. BOWELL~—I have the speech,
and will give the hon. gentleman the
benefit of it, and we will see whether
I have misstated that speech or not.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE--At any rate.
if it is not a misstatement, it is untrue.

Mr. BOWELL-—That 1is quite
another thing. Now, I sce the advan-
tage of keepinz a scrap-book; mno
 doubt, if I did not have it by me, he
would Dave said that itwas a mis-
statement and amisrepresentation, for
such is 1wy past experience of the Hon.
the Minister of Justice.

Hon. Members—Order, order.

Mr. BOWELL.—Whathe stated was
this—

ITon. Mr. BLAKE---Ob!

Mr. BOWELL--In support of the
charge which had been made, and
the charge was that the Government
had offered to send Mr. O’Donohoe
into the Riding in order to raise the
religious cry— Mr. Boyd cxplained,
that he could not in all conscientious-
ness support the Blake-Mackenzie
administration, because they are cor-
rupt, and because they had been en-
gaged in air attempt to stir up religious
animosities among the people in an
underhand manner. In support of the
charge, Mr. Boyd proceeded to read a
letter which he then held in his hand,
and which be said was written to him
by a prominent Reformer, and without
discosing the name of the writer he
had no objection to let the Postmaster

Mr. BowELL.
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General, or any other gentleman, sec
the signature and satizfy himself as to
its genuineness. The letter was dated in
1871, when the contest tor the Liocal
House was going on, and the writer,
with, as he said, Mr. Mackenzic’s appro-
val, proposed sending down to the
county of Prescott Mr. O’Donohoe to
organize a branch of the Catholic
League, which organization, the writer
said, would materially aid him—Mr,
Boyd—in the contest, and advance
the interests of the Reform party.
That he, Mr. Boyd, had refused to be a
party to such a proceeding, calculated
as it was to stir up religious animosi-
ties in a county hitherto free from
them. He also charged the Blake-
Mackenzie Government with hav-
ing in two instances in the county of
Prescott, offered conferred appoint-
ments as land valuators upon political
opponents, &c.  He also attacked Mr.
Hagar. But we will let him go.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE—Hear, hear.

Mr. BOWELL— “Mr. Boyd, after
loud calls on him to name the writer of
the letter, said that it was addressed to
him by a leading Reformer who is now
the first Commoner in Ontario, the
Hon. R. M. Wells, his own brother-in-
law, and at the time the letter was
written a member of the law firm of
Blake, Kerr and Wells,”

Hon. Mr. BLAKE—The hon. gentle-
man has stated that the letter was
written trom the office of my firm. As
a matter of fact, Mr, Wells had ceased
to be my partner for some years,

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE—And as
another matter of fact, there is not a
word of truth in Mr. Boyd's state-
ment. '

Mr. BOWELL—I suppose the fact
that Mr. Boyd was not in accord
with the gentlemen who have formed
the Catholic League, and who were
then sending emissaries into every
county and every Riding in the Pro-
vinee, would be quite sufiicient to have
him read out of the party of the hon.
gentleman, and I have no doubt that
they have read him out accordingly.
That it should be denied at this late
day that the gentleman mentioned told
the truth, is not at ail surprising to me.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE—T always
denied it.
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Mr. BOWELL—I have only to say
that I never heard the denial before,
and that this is but another instance
-of the manner in which elections have
been attempted to be carried in the
Province of Ontario during the past
ten or fifteen years, and alsothat these
gentlemen when they attempt to hurl
at this side of the House, and at the
Conservative party, the introduction
of religious animosities into political
contests, forget their own actions, and
their own manner of proceeding, pre-
cisely as the hon. member for Sheftord
has acted in this instance, making a
speech for political effect, and the
moment he is taken to task for it, they
deny the real signification of these
utterances, and say that he meant
something else. It really must be
amusing to every gentleman in the
House, who knows the hon. member for
Shefford, to find that he pleaded
ignorance as to the meaning of the
word Ultramontane; it was a source
of great amusement to myself. I must
confess, if the statement had come
from a more humble member of the
party, one could have excused him,
and one might have supposed that he
had not written that letter for political
effect; but when an hon. géntleman, so
well read as he is, and who tukes a
very prominent part in religious dis-
cussions, if my recollection serves me,
in connection with his own church
in Lower Canada, says that he does not
know what is the meaning of the word
Ultramontane, it was a source to
everyone of my friends who read it of
nothing but amusement, and I must con-
fess, sir, that it created a feeling of utter
and thorough contempt for him in the
mind of those who approved of the
sentiments which he proclaimed in that

speech.
Mr, MILLS—What does it mean ?

Mr. BOWELL—I refer my hon.
friend to (he Globe of the 8th™ of the
present month, which contains an
article of about two columns in length,
giving explanations as to the differ-
onces between Ultramontanism and
Gallicanism ; and he will find out all
e wants to know. Iam quite satisfied
that the hon. member is not as ignorant

" 88 he pretends to be, in assuming the
role that has been taken by the hon.

[Feeruary 11, 1876.]

&

member for Shefford, and in trying to
make the House believe that when he
uttered an appeal in order to sfir up
religious feclings against Mr. Wkite of
Montreal, as an ally of the Roman
Catholics, be meant somecthing else.
1f he is really ignorant of the meariing
of the words, I am quite prepared to
tell him if he will mect me on any
oceasion. If T supposed 1o a moment
that he was ignorant of, or that a
single man in the House did not know
the signification of the term Ultzamon-
tanism, then 1 should be prepared to
explain it to him mnow. The hon.
member for Montreal Centre says,
that there isno such thing as Ultra-
montanism at the present day, that
they were all Catholics and hold the
same religious views, though we find
by the letter written by the member for
Halifax, that all Catholics at the
resent day are Ultramontanes, and
he hon. member who has written
that letter can explain what Ultra-
montanism is, so that there must
be at least not a unity of senti-
ment among themselves as to the
meaning of the word. The position
of the Postmaster General to-day is
precisely the position of every member
of the Liberal party in Ontario. They
go into a constituency where they
know that a violent tirade against
Roman Catholicism will have its effect,
and they do not hesitate to denounce
Ultramontanism and the Catholics of
Quebec; but the moment they go into
a constituency where the Roman
Catholics predominate, they preach a
different doctrine. Why did the Hon.
Postmaster General make that speech
in Argenteuil? Does not every mem-
ber know that Argenteuil is largely a
Protestant constituency; that a very
large proportion of the electors hold
extreme views upon this subject?
And did he not know when they raised
the Freemason cry in Montreal, that it
was to prey upon the prejudices of
the Roman Catholics? Both being used
in order to stir up the prejudices of
the people. The Roman Catholics hold
extreme views on the question of
Freemasonry ; but they may be
honest in their belief that Free-
magonry is not right. But, when
the hon. member for East Hastings
said that the sentiments uttered by the

Address.
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hon. member for Terrebone at the din-
ner in Montreal, were the sentiments of
every honest man in the country, and of
every Liberal man ; that, while he con-
demned Freemasonry, he was prepared
to elect Protestants who joined that
society, and that no Liberal Catholic
should refuse his vote on that account;
I say, as a Conservative of Ontario,
and as an Orangeman, and I do
not hesitate to announce on behalf
of that body, that these are the senti-
ments we entertain in reference to that
matter. If Ultramontaneism becomes
a question, in he battle which the
Postmaster General speaks of, there
will be no difficulty in placing myself,
and those I am connected with in this
country; Roman Catholics are omne
all over the world, and there i3 no
distinction; Liberals and Blues, as well
as Rouges, all declare they are Ultra-
montanes; the Protestant Conserva-
tives of Ontario have the right
therefore to select the candidate
whom they think is most in accord
with their political views, without be-
ing accused of prostituting their re-
ligious opinions. One gentleman is
an advocate of protection in this
country; another holds the same
religious views, but he differs from
him in his views on political questions,
being in fact a Free-trader, does
it follow that because I hold different
religious views from him, we can-
not agree on a trade policy? I select
that member who, I believe, holds
views most in accord with my political
sentiments, and, as long as religion is
left out, I am quite willing and pre-

ared to work harmoniously with him.

ut there is no difference in sentiment
between my hon. friend from Terre-
bonne, and the Liberal Catholies of
Lower Canada, on the question of reli-
gion, at least the Liberals say so; and
88 long as they are one on that ques-
tion, Protestants are at liberty to ally
themselves with those most in aceord
with their political sentiments without
being accused of inconsistency; but
when the time for that battle comes,
spoken of by the Hon. Postmaster

eneral, it will be found that I shall
be ready to do battle with the hon.
gentleman. The hon. gentleman might
possibly have been selected as one of
the leaders, and he might have suc-

Mr. BowsLL.
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ceeded me in the Orange Socicty if he
had not backed down 8o ignominiously
from the position taken in his Argen-
teuil speech, when called to book by
the member for Halifax. 1 like a
man to have positive sentiments on
any suobjects, whether political or
religious, and when these sentiments
are attacked to stand up and defend
them. It is all very well for the hon.
gentleman to say that he spoke on
his own behalf; it is all very well
for the Premier to say the Post-
master General spoke only on his own
behalf, but that doctrine is not that
which should govern a great party in
this country. It is a direct blow—a
second or a third one—that these hon.
gentlemen have made at the true prin-
ciples of Responsible Government since
they have held office; last year, in
abnegating their right to advise upon
great state questions as in the North-
West difficulty by preventing dis-
cussion in adjourning the House over
and over again to evade the motion
of the hon. member for Frontenac.
The Hon. Postmaster General says he
always preached these sentiments, but
he says he was not fairly reported.
The hon. gentleman should not repu-
diate-the speech as reported in his own
organ, the Montreal Herald. But it is
always the same; whencver their
speeches, as reported in their own
organs, are calculated to do injury to
their party, they get up and re-
pudiate their own utterances. The
hon. gentleman said the sentiments
that he uttered at Argenteuil were
his sentiments, and further that if
the Government, of which he is an
important member, did not hold these
sentiments, and were not preparedfto
maintain them at all hazards, he would
be prepared to resign his seat in the
Cabinet. ~ The Hon. Premier has
refused to answer the guestion of the
Member for Chateauguay, and the Post-
master General is prepared to keep his
place in the Cabinet. If the hon.
gentleman had the feeling which ought
to characterize and govern an adviser
of His Excellency, he would have
thrown up his position long ago and
made way for a gentleman more in
accord with the views of his leader.

Mr. BECHARD —If the House
would be so indulgent, I would like to
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make a few brief observations on the
question before the House, as a Catho-
lic, as a French Canadian, and as a
member of the Parti National of the
Province of Quebec. My hon. friend
from Terrebonne has attacked the
speech delivered in the County of

genteuil by the Hon. the Post-
master General, which has become so
famous during the past few weeks;
and he regards this speech as inoppor-
tune, imprudent and dangerous; and
I must say that I share this opinion
with my hon. friend. 1 cannot approve
of a certain portion of the speech de-
livered in the county of Argenteuil
by the Hon. the Postmaster General;
and, although after the explanations
he has given, I am quite convinced
that his intention was not to say as
much as his words implied, yet I must
tell him that he said too much, and
things of which I cannot approve.
But, I am free to say, that while I
repudiate the speech of the Postmaster
‘General, 1 believe it was, to some ex-
tent, provoked by the conduct of the
leaders of the Conservative party and
the writings of the Conservative press.
My hon. friend for Terrebonne has
not forgotten, and will not deny the
correctness of the statement, that
for some years past the Liberal party
and the Parti National of the Pro-
vince of Quebec have been de-
nounced by the Congervative press,
and upon the hustings at each election,
as composed of men hostile to the
Roman Catholic Church; and at the
greater number of the elections, the
Parti National, and the Liberals of the
Province of Quebec, of which I am
4 member, have been represented
—and for many years back—by our
political adversaries, the Conservatives
or their writers, as composed of men
unworthy of being entrusted with the
interests of the country. My hon.
friend has expressed the opinion that
it was a dangerous thing to mingle
religious questions with the discussion
of Yolitical questions, and I am en-
tirely of his opinion. My hon. friend
has expressed such an opinion, and I
admired him for giving utterance to
such views. He made the same declar-
ation at St. Croix on the occasion of
the local elections in the Provinee of
Quebee, and I would be exceedingly
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happy if my hon. friend could induce
the party of which he is leader to make
the same professions.

Mr. MASSON—I represent faith-
fully the views of the Conservative
party regarding this question.

My, BECHARD—Very well. Iam
extremely pleased with the statement of
my hon. friend, I do not doubt that
this is his personal opinion. e made
the same statement at St. Croix
regarding this point, and I am quite
sure that this is his real opinion; the
only thing I regret is the attitude of
the Conservative party and of the
Conservative press, which do not pro-
fess the same opinions or, at least, do
not put them into practice. It has
been pretended that the Conservative
garty of the Province of Quebec has

een friendly to the clergy, and that
the Conservatives of the Province of
Quebec have given to the Catholic
clergy of Lower Canada that respect
and obedience to which, owing to their
virtues, they are justly entitled.
Granted: but further, thisis exactly
the position taken by the Parts
National of the Province of Quebec.
This paity doesnot refuse to the clergy
that high esteem, respect and obedience
to which they have a just right. The
Poarti National of the Province of Que-
bec does not deny that the priest pos-
sesses the rights of a citizen—a matter
in which my hon. friend for Charle-
voix is largely interested. In point of
fact this doctrine is not only shared in
by the Conservative party, but also by
the Parti National. But, I must infer
from the remarks of my hon. friend
from Charlevoix, that he thinks
the priest has the right to speak in
favor of such and such a candidate from
the pulpit? I do not think so,—else it
would be necessary to believe that the
priests have alone the right to control
the politics of the country, and at the
elections to impose their will upon the
electors; and it would be also neces-
sary to conclude, if the pretensions of
the Conservative party in this respect
were admitted to be well founded, that
to be a* Catholic it is requisite to be
also a Conservative. But, Mr. Speaker,
I hope I will never be placed in the
alternative of becoming a Conservative
or else of ceasing to be a Catholic. I
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am a member of the Parti National of
the Province of Quebec, and I believe
I am as orthodox and as sincere a
friend of the religious institutions of
that Province as my hon. friend from
Terrebonne, and ¢ven the hon. member
for Charlevoix. I would repeat my
hope that the hon. member for Terre-
bonne will endeavour to impose upon
his party, and the Conservative organs,
the opinions and the principles he pro-
fesses, and that they will no longer de-
nounce and point out as worthy of
public animadversion, the members of
the Liberal party of Quebec. During
a number of years pastit is well known
that a great many of the elections in
Quebec have been carried on on
that basis, and that many French
Canadian Conservatives have spoken
more of religion than of politics on the
hustings, and have denounced the
members of our party as being hostile
to the Catholic Church, to sustain
whom or elevate to power would be to
materially damage the interests of the
Church. This is the manner, Mr.
Speaker, in which the Conservatives
have been conducting the elections.
My hon. friend for Terrebonne in his
speech, made allusion to the fact that,
on the occasion of the recent elections,
he sustained and advised his French
Canadian Catholic friends to sustain a
man who was a Freemason, although
on this point he was not in accord with
the principles held by the religious

ress of Quebec and the articles pub-
ished a few years ago by the Nowuveau
Monde against Freemasonry. My hon.
friend is well aware that the Catholic
Church has denounced the system of

Freemasonry, and he also well knows

that his principal organ, the Nouveaw
Monde, publicly denounced Freema-
sonry as being antagonistic to the
interests of the Church, though it is
true that in comnection with the
election to which they have referred,
the Nowveau Monde was silent and even
sustained the candidature of Mr.
Thomas White, whilst the candidature
was repudiated by the Journal de Trois

Riviéres, also an organ of the religious

ress.
Mr. MASSON— Do I understand the

hon. member to say that he himself

udiates the position I have taken,
ich I took at Montreal, which was

Mr. Beonagbp,

e
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that when a Protestant presents
himself before the electors we are
obliged to take him as he ig,
and if he is a Freemason, that we have
a right to vote for him? T understand
that he opposes this view.

Mr. BECHARD—Not at all. The
hon. member does not comprehend me
if that is his impression. I do not
disapprove of his conduct, for under the
same circumstances I would do the
same thing. I never make an appeal
to religious passions when I am called
upon to discuss political questions, and
T'am certain that the opinions I hold
with regard to religious questions are
as liberal as those entertained by the
hon. member. No matter what views
a man may entertain, if he hold them
conscientiously he is entitled to my
respect—it is his business, not mine;
and with reference to purely political
matters, it does not matter with me
whether a man be a Catholic or Pro-
testant, for I hold that religious ques-
tions should not be introduced into the
discussion of politics. The Hon. the
President of the Council has made
allusion, in his reply, to the duty
of submission to the Catholic Church
on religious questions under certain cir-
cumstances, and I am of the same opin-
ion. Withregard to such occasions, I am
of the same opinion—as that to which my
hon. friend from Charlevoix referred.—
For instance; the American war for
independence, or on such occasions a8
when the social system is threatened
with anarchy. On such occasions, I
hold it is not only the right, but the
duty of the clergy, as well as of a]l
honest men, to aid in the maintenance
of public order; and, at the same time,
I agree with my hon. friend the Presi-
dent of the Council, that when mixed
questions present themselves, the
Church has the right to receive
from the State what she considers
proper legislation. But when purely
political questions are at issue,
as in connection with the elec-
tions of members for this House, I hold
that I have the right to sustain the
candidate belonging to my party,
whether he be a Catholic or a Protes-
tant, without being obliged to enquire
into the gquestion of his religious be-
lief. His belief is neither an objac-
tion, in my opinion, to his candidature,
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nor does it bind me to work for him,

for I look at his position from a prac-
tical and political stand point, and
that suffices. It is not sufficient to

tell me that such a man is a Catholic
to make me believe that he - is an hon-
est man; he may be an honest man,

or he may be a thief. Neither is it
gufficient to say he is a Protestant to
make me believe that he is a wretch

(un misérable), for he may be a Pro-
testant and still be a perfectly honour-
able man. This is the position taken
by the Parti National on this question.
It is to be deeply regretted that in the
Province of Quebec, the religious
question has been introduced into polit-
jcal discussions. It is well known
that the Conservative press, or, at
least, a part of it, has treated the mem-
bers of the Liberal Party during the
past fifteen or twenty years in the
character of Communists, Communards,

and Nationards; and they have en-
deavoured to establish a comparison
between the members of our party and

the most wretched beings in the world,

the French Socialists. This is what
they bhave sought to make the

electors of Quebec believe, repre-
senting that a member of the

Liberal party sympathises with the

subversive and utterly absurd doctrines

of the French Socialists; at each elec-
tion this is a plank in the Conserva-
tive platform—a deplorable state of
things. With reference to the speech

pronounced by the Postmaster General

in Argenteuil, I maintain that it was
provoked to a certain extent by the

conduct of the Conservative press in

constantly introducing religious ques-

tions into the discussion of political

matters whenever opportunity offered.

I trust that my hon. friend from

Terrebonne, will, as I have already
remarked, induce his party to adopt

his personal opinions; and I am certain

that if they had been held and ob-
served by the Conservative party

1o such speech as that which I regret
to have been made in Argenteuil would

have ever been delivered.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—If no other
hon. gentleman has any observations
to offer, perhaps, as I incuired or as-
sumed the grave reponsibility of giving
rige to this discussion, I may be
mitted to say a very few words in

per- |
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connection with the discussion on this
paragraph, or rather avail myself of
the right of speaking on the subse-
quent paragraph. I have very little,
indeed, to say ; the object I had in view
was to obtain the explanation which I
did from my hon. friend, the First Min-
ister, and to ascertain from my dis-
tinguished friend whether he approves
of this speech of the Postmaster Gen-
eral in the County of Argenteuil. I
felt that this speech was a deadly blow
at the existence and the very life of
the party, which I have spent my
whole political life in endeavouring to
build up and sustain according to
the measure of my humble ability. I
felt, Sir, that we the members of the
Liberal party of the Province of
Quebec, were entitled to know, and to
know at the earliest possible moment,
whether the sentiments of that speech
had the approval of the head of the
Government, or of the Government at
large, of which the Postmaster General
was a member. The answer, although
not quite so explicit on the constitu-
tional point concerning the general
responsibility of Ministers for each
other’s views as I could have desired, I
take to be a satisfactory answer to this
question, and the Hon. the First Minig-
ter has not ventured to give his assent
to the doctrines of the Argenteuil
speech. I assume, therefore, that he
condemns those doctrines, because that
condemnation is implied in his state-
ment of hisindividual views, supported
as his statement is by his uniform line
of conduct as a publicman. That part
of his statement, as I had occasion to
say, was entirely satisfactory to me,
and growing from that is an implicit,
if not an explicit condemnation of the
speech of the Postmaster General in

genteuil. So far for the First Mi-
nister. Then as regards the party
in Lower Canada. Not one of the
supporters of the Government from
Quebec has ventured to offer even an
apology for the Argenteuil speech,
not one. The leading French Canadian
Minister in this Government has told
us, in the most explicit terms, that
he was alarmed when he read that
speech, and that he took the earliest

sible opportunity of ascertaining—

ing that his own position was
deeply involved in the matter—whether
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the Government approved of the
speech.  All the hon. members
on this side of the House who have
z})oken—tho member for Montreal

entre, and the member who has just
taken his seat—all the members who
have spoken have united in condemna-
tion of the speech. I therefore find,
sir, that this is the result of the disus-
sion to which I gave rise by a very
direct enquiry—an enquiry I thought
T was entitled to make—and not only
entitled to make but which it was my
duty to make, in the position I-occu-
pied as a public man who has repre-
sented a constituency for very many
Yyears, and various constituencies for
very many years, in Lower Canada.
I say, Sir, that I have attained substan-
tially the object I had in view; that,
. the speech was condemned by the First
Minister, and is condemned by all the
supporters of the Government from
the Province of Quebec. Of course,
Sir, it is not for me to indicate the
logical result that must flow from that
in view of the declaration of the hon,
gentleman at the close of his speech
in Argenteuil. The hon, gentleman
himself' calls hear, hear. Of course,
he says that it is not necessary for me
to indicate; but, Sir, I desire to say
-one word as to my own position in this
matter. For twenty-two years I have
been fighting this battle against very
great odds, with very great difficulties
in my way; and I have been exposed,
as all public men are, to misrepresenta-
tion and to injustice even, and to
rigorous criticism always. During the
whole of these twenty-two years, Sir, 1
have ever had occasion to affiliate
myself with Englishmen or Protes-
tants, and Roman Catholic electors ; but
Inever have been reproached by Roman
Catholic electors for doing anything
hostile to them, their opinions, their
sentiments or their feelings. I havenot,
therefore, conducted the battle, so far
as I am concerned, during these twenty-
two years, in anyshape or form upon
the burning questions of race and
creed ; but, Sir, I am not disposed, as I
am growing old, and as the time when
1 shall actually retire from public life
is drawing to a close—I am not dis-
posed to engage in a mew departure
at the bidding of an hon. gentleman,
who chooses to go into a county, and

Hon. Mr. HoLTON.
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who, as a member of the Government
of this country, proposes a new depar-
ture to his party, including myself. I
say, at this stage, and I say it frank-
ly, T am not disposed to take
part in ~any such new departure,
and I felt that it was due to my own
position, due to those friends who have
stood by me during these many years,
that I should repudiate and protest
against the attempt to import a new
element into our midst which, if suc-
cessful, would render all legitimate
}Bolitics in Quebec and throughout the
ominion impossible, and transform
that which, I may say, is the pleasantest
society in the Dominion if not in
America, to wit, the society of Quebec,
into a pandemonium. This is my vin-
dication of the course I have taken.

Mr. ROCHESTER—This discussion
has taken a very wide range in many
ways, a range that certainly may be
regretted by all parties. If the Post.
master General was honest in making
that speech he was very wrong in
writing the apology he wrote. I say
distinctly that every man, whether he
be Catholic or Protestant, should be
consistent in his views. If he is, he
will be respected by all, even by those
with whom he disagrees, but the man
who truckles to both parties will be
respected by neither. My hon. friend
from North Wentworth says the Oppo-
sition have made a great deal of this
speech. T am inclined to think there
has been as much talking and as hard
things have been said on one side as on
the other. It was rather unfair for the
hon. member to attribute anything to
past differences. He alluded to what
occurred two or three years ago, and
also to some private conversation with
a member of the Opposition, and said
the memory of the past rankled in
our hearts at this time. If the con-
versation he speaks of was private, it
should never have been repeated here.
I think the hon. member was wrong
in attributing anything of the kind to
the Opposition. The hon. member for
North Ontario alluded to me as an
Orangeman. Before he attempts again
to give advice to those who are his
seniors, a8 far as Orangeism ig concern-
ed, he should be careful not to make
assertions that he is not prepared to
substantiate. ’
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Mr. RYMAL—I am sorry if 1 have
hurt the feelings of my old and re-
spected friend. He is the last person in
tEe party that I would charge with
harbouring a vindictive feeling ; but the

roverbial ferocity of the she bear,
robbed of her whelps, is tameness itself
when compared with the feeling which
animates the Tory party generally
when they are deprived of office.

The Address was then carried.

Hon, Mr. MACKENZIE moved that
said resolutions be.reforred to a Select
Committee to prepsre an Address to
His Excellency.—Carriéd. )

The Select Committee reported the
Address which was adopted.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE moved that

the Address be engrossed and presented
to His Excellency.—Carried.
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SUPPLY.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT moved
that the House do resolve itself into a
Committee of Supply on Monday next.
—Carried.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT moved
that this House resolve itself into a
Committee of Ways and Means.—Car-
ried.

NEW BRUNSWIOK SCHOOL ACT.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE presented a
message from His Excellency trans-
mitting a copy of a despatch from Earl
Carnarvon respecting the New Bruns-
wick School Act.

The House adjourned at 10:35 p.m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

MonDaY, February 14th, 1876.

The SpPEAKER took the Chair at
Three o'clock.

TWO MOUNTAINS,

Mr. SPEAKER announced that Mr.
Globensky had resigned his position as
the representative of the County of
Two Mountains in this House.

S8TANDING COMMITTEES.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE moved that
8 Special Committee of seven members
be appointed to prepare and report a
list of members to compose the Select

4
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Standing Committees ordered by this
House. He said:—1 mentioned on
Friday that some arrangement would
have to be made immediately to au-
thorize the printing, or some other
Committee to take charge of the re-
ports of the House. On thinking over
it, I believe it is much more conven-
ient that a Committee of our own, and
not a Sub-Committee of the Joint Com-
mittee on Printing should take charge
of the matter of reporting the debates,
and I shall therefore move, seconded

-by Sir John Macdonald, that a Select

Committee of seven be appointed to
assume the direction, under orders of
this House, of the reporting and print-
ing of the debates. —Carried.

THE RULES OF THE HOUSE.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE moved the
appointment of & Select Committee to
consider certain amendments to the
rules of the House. Hesaid—In mak-
ing this motion I may add that some
of the rules to be considered are con-
nected with the legislation of last Ses-
sion. Hon. gentlemen will see by
the 53rd section of the Supreme:
Court Act, that it shall be the duty of
the Judges of that Court to give opin-
ions upon certain measures that may be
submitted by Parliament, and it
was necessary that we should adopt
the rules that should govern us in so
submitting them. It is algo proposed
to make some change, not perhaps
exactly to the same exteut but in-the
direction of the change made in the
House of Commons of England last
year, assented to by the Government
as to notices of motion and the order
in which they should §be proceeded
with. The right hon. igentleman on -
the other side of the House mentioned
on the last day of the Session of last.
year, that he would give} early notice
this Session of his intention to have
the rules of the House, as they now
stand, strictly enforced with regard to
taking up notices of motion and dis-
posing of them as they came up. It
would be desirable, I think, to consider
this by a Select Committee. The Leg-
islature of Ontario, and I think the
Legislature of Quebec, have adopted
certain rules with regard to the print-
ing of private bills, and the payment
of the fees before the meeting of the
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House. It has facilitated the trans-
action of business very much. I pro-
pose to submit to this Select Commit-
tee the question whether it would be
advisable for us to adopt the same
rule here to its full extent or not.
There is another rule in the English
House of Commons with regard to the
-exclusion of strangers. At the will of
any member of this House, strangers
may be excluded from the galleries.
This has been felt in Fngland, in con-
sequence of recent events, to be an in-
tolerable power placed in the hands of
:any member of the House, and a change
has been made there which practically
puts it out of the power of any one
man—although it leaves it in the hands
«of the Speaker—to enforce such a rule
at any time. I propose to leave it to
the Committee to consider whether
something of this kind should not be
-done here.

Sir JOHN MACDONALD suggest-
.ed that the Committee should be em-
powered to report from time to time.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said it was
.a very good suggestion, which he would
adopt.

Hon. Mr. BLANCHET said perhaps
it would be more courteous to the Chair
to follow the usual custom and appoint
this Committee to assist Mr. Speaker
in revising the Rules of the House.
Perhaps the Hon. Premier would see fit
to change the motion in this way.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE thought it
had never been the practice of Parlia-
ment to put the Speaker on any Com-
mittee, and this was a matter apper-
tdining so entirely to the government
-of the House that it ought to be left in
their hands. The recollection of the
hon. member for Levis was about the
Library, a Committee being appointed
-every Session to assist the Speakers of
the two Houses in its management.

Hon. Mr. BLANCHET said the cus-
tom in this House had always been to
appoint such Committees to assist the
Speaker. e appealed to the right
hon. member for Kingston to say
whether this had not been the rule.

Sir JOHN MACDONALD said his
recollection was not clear on the sub-
ject. He lknew that a good many
<Committees had been appointed to assist

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE,
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Mr. Speaker, but forgot whether this
was one of them. Perhaps the hon.
member for Chateaugnay could give
some information on the subject.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said his recol-
lection rather ran with the hon. member
for Levis, but he might be mistaken.

After some discussion the motion was
carried.

THE LIBRARY.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE moved the
appointment of the usual Committee to
assist Mr. Speaker in the management
of the Library. He said the names
were the same as those of last year.

The motion was carried.

FISHING ' LICENSES IN
DISTRICT.

Mr. DYMOND moved an Addressto
His Excellency the Governor General
for a return of all leases or licenses for
fishing stations in the Lake Simcoe
District ; and of all fines and forfeitures
inflicted in the years 1874 and 1875 by
the Inspector of thesaid District, with
the names of persons convicted and
character of offence ;—also number
and aggregate amount of licenses to
kill fish in the winter months issued
by the said Inspector in the years
mentioned.

The motion was carried.

LAKE SIMCOE

WHARVES AT MALBAIE, ETC.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN moved an
Address to His Excellency the Gover-
nor General for:—1st. Copies of all
accounts and pay-lists presented to the
Government and also of all acceunts
and pay-lists paid by the Government
for the construction or repair in 1875
of the wharves at Malbaie, Les Eboule-
ments and Bay St. Paul; 2nd. A list
of the foremen and clerks employed
in connection with such construction
or repairs; 3rd. A statement in detail
of the travelling expenses and salary
paid to each of the said foremen and
clerks; 4th. A list of the schooners
and barges employed for the said work,
or in connection with the said work,
shewing their tonnage and the amount
paid for each trip, and the system of
calculation of such payments; 5th. A
separate statement of the cost .of
the work done on each of the
said wharves and an estimate of the
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<opst of what remains to be done on
<8ch of them; 6th. A statement shew-
ing the total cost of the timber pur-
ohased for each of the said works,
shewing the price of such timber per
foot, the name of the person from
whom it was purchased, and what
quantity was purchased for the pur-
; Tth. A statement shewing the
~#otal amount paid by the Government
for the said works; 8th. A statement
ghewing the amount claimed and re-
maining to be paid for the said works ;
‘9th, The report or reports of Henry
R. Symmes, Hsq., and also the report
-or reports of Frederic Baillargé, Hsq.,
Assistant Chief Engineer of the De-
artment of Public Works, on the sub-
Ject of the said works in the years
1874, 1875 and 1876.

Hon. Mr, MACKENZIE—I have
no objection to the adoption of the
motion, but I cannot promise all the
information that the hon. gentleman
agks., T will give 1t as far as possi-
ble. The hon. gentleman is aware
that Mr. Symmes died during the exe-
cution of this work from a sudden ill-
ness, and left some of these matters in
such @ state that it is impossible to
give all the information that he wants,
but I will give all I can.

The motion was carried.

SURVEYS IN CHARLEVOIX.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN moved an
Address to His Excellency the Governor
General, praying him to eause to be
1zid before this House the report of
Henry R. Symmes, Esquire, in refer-
«ence to his surveys in the Parish of St.
Irénée in the Electoral District of
Charlevoix in 1874 or 1875, also a
copy of the instructions issued to him
on that subject, and of all petitions and
correspondence which may have been
#ent in or exchanged in relation there-
to

Hon. Mr! MACKENZIE—I may say
to the hon. gentleman with regard
to all these subjects that there is

some very interesting correspondence.
Would he like to have it all ?

Houn. Mr. LANGEVIN—Of course,
- this matter interests me, and I have no
doubt the correspondence will prove
most interesting:

The motion was carried.

4%
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SURVEYS IN ST. FIDELE AND ST. SIMEON.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN moved an
Address to His Excellency the Gov-
ernor General for copies of the report
or reports of Frederic Baillargé, Es-
quire, Assistant Engineer to the head
of the Public Works Department, on
his surveys in the Parish of St. Fidale
and St. Siméon in 1875 ; the instruc-
tions farnished him inrelation thereto,
and of all petitions and correspondence
presented or exchanged on the subject.
—Carried.

VIOLATIONS OF DECK LOAD LAW.

Hon. Mx. MITCHELL moved an
Address to His Excellency the Governor
General for copies of all correspondence
between the Government of Canada
and any of its officers or with any indi-
vidual or public body in relation to

-violations of the Deck Load Law, and

also in relation to violations of the
Port Wardens Act, with any instruc-
tions that may have been given by the
Government to its officers for the en-
forcement of the Laws referred to.
Mr. Mitchell said: My object in mak-
ing this motion is to call the attention
of the Government to the fact thattwo
very serious violations of the laws to
which I have referred have taken
place within the past year. This mat-
ter is of the greatest importance in
view of the Legislation of the Imperial
Parliament, which seriously affects our
shipping interests, and a very strong
remonstrance should be made that at
a crisis like the present any violations
should occur of tﬁe character at which
English legislation strikes so directly
and desires to have strictly enforced.
I may state, for the information of
the Hon. the Minister of Marine,
that the cases to which I refer came
within my own knowledge. There
may have been many more violations
which have escaped observation. One
was a steamer of one of the steamshi

lines which was loaded with grain, an

finding by the report which the Port
‘Warden is required to make, that she
could not be passed, went to sea in de-
fiance of the law and without the cer-
tificate necessary before clearing,.
The other instance was that of themﬁ.
Churchill, which, after loading with a
cargo of grain, proceeded to Quebec.and.
took on %)oard a deck load .of timber—
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a fact which came out in the evidence

of the case now under examination.

Where cases of this kind arise it is the
duty of the Government to make a
stringent enquiry into the facts, and an
example of any ship-owners or agents
of ships who deliberately violate laws
established for the purpose of saving
life and property, and which to some
extent justifies legislation which we
looked forward to as Canadians with
some apprehension, on the ground that
the Imperial Parliament should not by
its measures interfere with our ship-
ping. I make this motion purely for
the purpose of drawing attention to
the matter in order that some decided
steps shall be taken in regard thereto.
I should like to know what corres-
pondence, if any, has been presented
to the Department of Marine and
‘Fisheries.

Hon. Mr. SMITH—I am very glad
that the hon. gentleman has called
attention to this matter. There was
some correspondence with regard to
those violations of the laws.

The motion was carried,

INLAND WATERS OF CANADA.

Mr. KTRKPATRICK moved an Ad-
dress to His Excellency the Governor
‘General for all Orders in Council,
papers and correspondence between
the Government of Canada and ‘the
Imperial Government or any public

y or individual in relation to the
extention of the jurisdiction of the
Admiralty Court to the InlandWaters of
Canada. Mr. Kirkpatrick said—In mak-
ing that motion, Sir, I have no inten-
tion to do more than remind my hon.
friend, the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries, that it is now two years since
it was distinctly promised that this
matter should be brought before the
authorities in England and the neces-
sary formalities gone through to get
the Vice Admiralty Court extended to
the inland waters of Canada. Last
Session, too, the then Minister of Jus-
tice, in answer to a question from this
side of the House, stated that they
were in correspondence with the
Im(})erial Government on the subject,
and that a measure had been brought
before the Imperial Parliament to
effect the object sought. I hope to re-

Hon.vl[r. Mir¢HELL.
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ceive some assurance from the Govern-
ment that this long delayed matter
will be attended to.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE—There has been
some correspondence on the subject,
which, however, is incomplete, and not
in a condition to be presented to the
House. If the hon. member will with-
draw his motion for the present,
I will give him private notice when the
correspondence is in such shape as to
be brought down, and of coarse we will
dgsent to a renewal of the motion.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK—Of course, if
the correspondence is incomplete, I
shall withdraw the motion. I hope,
however, that other two years will
not pass before the matter is settled.

THE BAIE VERTE CANAL.

Mr, BURPEE (Sunbuiy), enquired
whether a minority report of one or
more of the Commissioners appointed
by the Government to report upon and
investigate the nature and extent of
the commerecial advantages to be de-
rived from the construction of the pro-

| posed Bay Verte Canal has not been

made ; if 8o, whether it will be printed
and circulated for the information of
the country ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE—In reply
to my hon. friend, I may say that no
such report has been made to the Gov-
ernment. I was informed however, by
the Chairman of the Commission that
one of the Commissioners proposed to:
make a minority report, and 1received
yesterday a copy of a printed pamgh—
let purporting to be such report, but
no communication has been received
from Mr. Lawrence to identify that
pamphlet as his production. The pre-
sumption is that it is the minority
report. The pat:({)hlet is printed in a
shape not suited for our journals.
Such as it is, the pamphlet, of which
there are a number of copies, will be
distributed among the members.

PURLIC ACCOUNTS.
Hon, Mr. CARTWRIGHT laid the
Public Accounts on the Table. -
The House adjourned at 3:50 p.m.
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HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Tugspay, Feb. 15, 1876.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE presented
the Report of the Select Committee ap-
pointed to prepare lists of members to
compose the Standing Committees.

Hon: Mr. CAUCHON presented the
first report of the Committee on Re-
porting and Printing of Debates.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE moved that

the name of Hon. Mr. Blanchet be sub-
stituted for that of Hon. Mr. Holton on
the Library Committee.—Carried.
. Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE moved the
concurrence of the House in the report
of the Committee appointed to prepare
a list of members for the Standing Com-
mittees, so far as regards the Commit-
tee on Standing Orders. He said this
was the only Committee that required
to go to work immediately.

The motion was carried.

THE VETERANS oF 1812-15.

. Mr. DELORME moved an Address to
* His Excellency the Governor General,
praying for a Return shewing the
names, age and residence of the Vete-
rang of 1812-15 who have applied for
and who have received a gratuity
from the Federal Government of
Canada, the number of those Militia-
men having commissions as officers,
and how many such applications have
been made by persons living out of
Canada.

Hon. Mr. VAIL—TI have to some
extent antisipated the desire of my
hon. friend. The papers have been in
the hands of the printer some weeks. 1
hope in the course of eight or ten days
1o0- be able to lay on the Table of the
House the fullest information on the
subject.

The motion was carried.

THE DEPUTY COLLEG;EOR OF CUSTOMS AT
CHICOUTIMI.

Mr. CIMON moved an Address to His
Excellency the Governor General for—
1st. Copies of the commission of
Damase Hudon, Esq., as Deputy Col-
Jector of Customs at Chicoutimi; 2nd.
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Copies of all correspondence in rela.
tion to the appointment of the said
Damase Hudon, Esq.; 3rd. Copies of
the Order in Council or other document
fixing the salary of the said Damase
Hudon, Esq. ; 4th. A statement shewing
the several amounts collected by the
paid Damase Hudon, Esq., in his said
capacity, from the 1st May, 1875, to
the 1st November, 1875, and the
amounts paid by him in consequence,

Hon. Mr. BURPEE—With regard
to the first and second parts of the re-
golution, I think there has been no
commission issued to the officer, nor
has there been any correspondence on
the subject. The information asked
for in the third and fourth parts will
be furnished as soon as possible..

Sir JOHN MACDONALD suggested
that the first and second parts be
struck out.

The suggestion was adopted, and the
motion as amended was carried.

MINISTERIAL CHANGES.
Sir JOHN MACDONALD—Before

| proceeding to the orders of the day,

I think it would be gratifying to the
House if my hon. friend would give
some explanations with respect to the
reconstruction of the Government by
the addition to it of the Minister of
Justice and the President of the
Couneil.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE—The House
is entitled to explanations regarding
the introduction of new Ministers into
the Cabinet, especially where there may
have been a divergence of opinion be-
tween any of those introduced into the
Government and those who previously
constituted it. My hon. friend the
Minister of Justice, it is well known,
took a different ground from the Ad-
ministration in reference to one mea-
sure last Session—the Bill relating to
the construction of the Esquimalt and
Nanaimo Railway. The ground upon
which that difficulty arose was plainly
stated in the House, and fully under-
stood by myself prior to and after the
introduction and passage of the Bill.
The defeat of that Bill in the other
branch of the Legislature rendered
it necessary for the Government to
adopt some other policy with regard
to that particular part of the arrange-
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ment made upon the recommendation of
the Secretary of State for the Colonies,
Lord Carnarvon. That policy will be
developed in the papers to be brought
down, and is, I may say, practically
known already to the public, although
- mot formally before the House at this
time. Upon no other point was there
a divergence of opinion betwegn my
hon. friend and myself, and this matter
being arranged he accepted the offer
T made him of the portfolio of the De-
partment of Justice. Upon the resig-
nation of the late Postmaster General,
the former Minister of Justice, now a
Judge, took his place, and the Hon. Mr.
Blake was appointed in accordance with
my otfer as Minister of Justice. At as
later period, when the late Postmaster
Generdl was appointed one of the
Judges of the Supreme Court a vacancy
thereby occurred in the Cabinet, and I
made an offer of that office to my hon.
friend beside me (Mr. Huntington),
Mr. Cauchon assuming the portfolio of
President of the Council. I have noth-
ing to say with regard to that, as there
is no explanation necessary, such as I
have made with reference to the Min-
ister of Justice. These two appoint-
ments are, therefore, made upon the
grounds I have stated—the one by an
agreement on all matters of policy of
the Administration, and in the other
there was no divergence of opinion re-
quiring explanations to the House.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—If I
may be allowed to make a few re-
marks, as is usual in such cases, if' not
according to parliamentary rules, at
least in accordance with parliamen-
tary practice, I will thank my hon.
friend for the explanation which
he has given, but must say that per-
haps it is not very accurate. It is,
however, pretty much what we looked
for. Idon’t think he was strictly ac-
curate in stating that there had only
been a divergence between himself
and the Hon. the Minister of Justice
on the Nanaimo Railway. If I remem-
ber rightly, there was another point
which is of much more importance
than that measure. It was as to the
duty of the Administration to lay
‘before Parliament contracts of consid-
.erable size and importance made on
such public works as the Esquimalt
and Nanaimo Railway. I think it is

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE.
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within the recollection of every mem-
ber of this House, that when the mo-
tion for the passage of the Bill was
made, the hon. gentleman who sits near
me, with the Hon. the Minister of
Justice, felt they could not vote with
the Government of the day and with-
drew from the House.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE—No, Sir, I did
not. I voted.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—
Oh! I beg pardon, it was on the
telegraph question my hon. friend with-
drew. He was at variance with the
head of the Government on that point..
It would be satisfactory to know
whether it has been agreed between my
hon. friends thatin future this House of
Parliament has the right tohave a voice
in the approval and submission of con-
tracts before they are finally consider-
ed and ratified beyond recall. With
regard to the telegraph question, I
should like to know—I suppose we
will know during the Session—
whether the contracts a1e going on not-
withstanding that the line has not
been located. With respect to my hon.
friend, the President of the Council, it
is true, as the First Minister said, that
we were not aware of any divergence
of opinion during the last Session
between them. My hon. friend has
acceded to the position of Messrs. Dorion
and Fournier. Their mantles have
fallen on his shoulders, and no doubt
he will fill the representative position
of leader of the French Liberal, or
Rouge party, in this House as ably as
the present Chief Justice and Mr. Jus-
tice Fournier did. However, Mr.
Speaker, it is my recollection that my
hon. friend, the President of the Coun-
cil, has been a life-long Conservative—
that he was a member of a Conser-
vative Administratiom and elected to a
high position, and for all I know he is
a strong Conservative yet. Now, one
of three things must have happened.
Either my hon. friend has become, if I
may use the familiar phrase, a Rouge,
or represents that party, or the Rouge

arty has become Conservative ; or if he
is not a Rouge, we have a coalition, de-
clared to be immoral and corrupt by4he
united voice of the whole Liberal part;
in Lower Canada. I think, under sue
circumstances, we ought to have an
explanation on this point; and I havp
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no doubt the President of the Council
will eagerly seize an opportunity to
give such explanation.

Hon. Mr. BLAXE—The right hon.
gentleman has not accurately remem-
bered the discussion with reference to
the Esquimalt and Nanaimo Railway.
I think I am able correctly to state the
course 1 pursued in connection with
that question. I pointed out that those
persons who held that it was essential
10 observe to the full the arrangement
which Lord Carnarvon snggested to
the Government of this-country, were,
in my opinion, Jogieally bound to sup-
port the motion of the First Minister
for the second reading of the Bill con-
taining, as it did, a provision that the
contracts should not be proceeded with
at once. There was no difference of
opinicn at any time that I was aware
of upon the general policy of the sub-
mission of such contracts; in point of

fact, in the Pacific Bill of 1874
the submission of contracts was
provided for. It was justifiable
for all those prepared to accept
the Carparvon terms to support
the measure, which passed with
a clause reserving the confracts

for the approval of Parliament. I
explained this to those who called
upon me for advice, and it was
upon that view I voted with the hon.
member for Cumberland,and at the same
time stated that those who sustained
Lord Carnarvon’s terms were logically
bound to vote for the measure.
‘Had that Bill been carried—had it be-
come an Act of Parliament—other con-
siderations would have arisen as tomy
duty in accepting the offer of my hon.
friend on my right. But, as he says,
the Bill was lost, and the consideration
arose what should then Le the
policy of the Government, That
policy iz before the public and

ractically before the House already.

ith regard to the telegraph
contracts, -it is perfectly true that
I abstained from voting on that
question, because I did not compre-
hend thoroughly the observations
made on this side of the House,
or in point of fact what had been
donein reference to those contracts. I
would have voted according to my $hdg-
ment if I had had information which
would have enabled me to arrive at a
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clear conclusion. I may add, however,
with reference to that and other mat-
ters, that I do not understand it is the
duty of every person invited to join
the Government to arrive at a thee-
retical agreement asto past transactions
#0 that something of the same nature
may not occurin the future. Insucha
case, however, one may honestly accept
the position if he conceives such past
acts to be errors in judgment. Under
the circumstances, it is not for my
hon. friend to complain because T
have joined the Administration after
what has been already said wupon
the subject by the press of his own
party.

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON—I can give
a satisfactory answer in a very few
words to the question pnt Ly the
right hon. gentleman. 1 have been
acting for about four years with the
party on this side of the House; and
during that period I did all in my
power to break down the late Adminis-
tration ; bence I do not think it at all
strange that I should have come into
the Government. At the same time I
think that it would be very interesting
to learn what the right hon. gentle-
man understands by the words Con-
servative and Liberal. I remember
when 1 was a Ministerial colleague
of the right hon. gentleman—and
that was long ago; — that was &
Conservative Administration, but to-
day, a head or a tail—you may regard it
either way—has been pre-fixed or added
to the title, and the party is known
under the name of Iaberal-Conserva.
tive or Conservative-Liberal. There
is another fact I recollect. When
the right hon. gentleman attempted
to introduce into his Cabinet the gen-
tleman who at present fills the position
of Chief Justice of Lower Canada,
I may ask, did he then desire that
gentleman to abandon his principles as
a Liberal, or did he intond to abandon
his own principles as a Conservative?
And in another instance, at the very
same time, the right hon. member
for Kingston endeavoured to prevail
upon the present Premier to enter his
Administration. Were his intentions
similar? Did he purpose persuading
the present First Minister to forsake
his political principles, or to renounce
his own? 1 thank the right hon.

Changes.
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gentleman for the kind manner in
which he put his question.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER—If I might be

rmitted to make afew observations,

would address the House upon this
most important question—than which
I contend, Sir, there is no matter of
greater moment that can come under
the consideration of Parliament, or one
in which the whole country is more
deeply interested; namely, the recon-
struction of the Government. I think
that the hon. gentleman who
has just taken his geat misunderstood
the remarks of the right hon.
gentleman who preceded him. Hedid
not attack my hon. friend the
President of the Council for having
taken the course he did. It was quite
right 1 contend, Sir, for the Hon.
President of the Council to take the
course he has; but one of the great
questions in controversy from the first
moment I had the honour of taking a
seat on that side of the House—one of
the leading questions forced upon the
attention of ~Parliament by the
hon. gentlemen opposite, was the
difference in opinion which existed in
relation to coalitions. My right hon-
ourable friend never claimed that
there was anything wrong in the
mere fact of joining coalitions—such
coalitions being a combination of gen-
tlemen of different political opinions
in order to carry on the Administration
of the comntry—provided they could
agree with respect to questions of ge-
neral interest that came under the
congideration of the Government. And
holding these views, he did not attack
my hon. friend the President of the
Council for going into the Govern-
ment. 1t wasquite in accordance with
the views and sentiments he and his
party had held, and it was for the hon.
gentleman who leads the Government
to explain to this House and to the
people of this country, why it was that
when he sat on this side of the House
he contented that coalitions were vi-
eious and corrupting ; yet, when he
changed his place, his doctrines were
just the reverse; and that he found such
a coalition offered quite sufficient
ground for him to call upon this House
to drive the Conservative party out of
office. Weo have been in this House
too long, Sir, not to know that the Hon.

Hon. Mr. CavoHON.
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the Premier and the Hon. the Minister
of Justice have urged upon Parliament
the corruptness of the action ofthe Ad-
ministration upon that occasion, and
that coalitions were denounced by
them in this House and out of it in
the strongest possible terms. They
said that parties who came into
the Government for the mere pur-
pose of governing the country com-
promisdd themselves. “But, Sir, I
do not complain particularly of the
accession of the President of the
Council, althongh the necessity for it
is one of the strangest instances that
could be given of the inconvenience of
coalitions under certain circumstances.
There is, perhaps, no means by which
the leader of the Government could
say to this House and to the country,
80 clearly that he has entirely aban-
doned all past principles, and that all
he has stated on the subject of coalition
was stated, not because that was a prin-
ciple of which he honestly disapproved,
but was a means by which he hoped
the Government might be displaced.
Now, Sir, the hon. gentleman, if he
had searched all over Canada for the
express purpose of giving to this House
and the people of this country evi-
dence that he had entirely abandoned
his views and principles on that ques-
tion, could not have done so more
effectively than by taking into his Gov-
ernment the Hon. President of, the
Council. He (Mr. Canchon) and the
Leader of the Government in respect to
their political views—at least, so far as
they are known—are as wide as the poles -
asunder; and the fact that my hon.
friend the Prime Minister availed him-
selfoftheaid ofthe Hon. thePresident
of the Council on a certain occasion, is
not asufficient reason why a cardinal
and anti-coalition principle which the
Leader of the Government has
impressed upon thdx House should
not be observed. [. say that the
presence of the Minister of Justice in
this Government is not only an
illus#ration of a coalition Govern-
ment ; but, I contend that tried by the
principles which these hon. gentlemen
have professed, and by the doctrine
they for so many long years have en-
deavoured to force on the attention of
this country, it is an extremely vicious
combination. The hon. gentleman will
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not misunderstand me in the use of
these terms. I am using them simply
in the way in which they were used by
those gentlemen themselves, as repre-
senting a compromise of principle. Now,
Sir, the course taken by my hon. friend
who holds the very high position of
Minister of Justice has been a very re-
markable one, and we cannot
suppose that a gentleman of his
talents and high standing in the
country can take a prominent
part in the management of the public
affairs of this country, and it be all
forgotten in an hour. He is a gentle-
man of too much mark and considera-
tion in the estimation of the people of
‘Canada, for us to suppose for one
moment that the public would be in-
different to any step he may take.
Now, Sir, what was the step taken by
the hon. gentleman before the forma-
tion of this Government, when the late
Government were about to be displaced?
My hon. fiiend stated, and I have no
-doubt he did so with the utmost sin-
cerity—lending additional weight to
the great power he wielded with
reference to the deplacement of his
predecessors in office, that he would
gain nothing by the change—
that he was quite an impartial and dis-
interested public man—that if the Ad-
-ministration were driven from power,
nothing could induce him to accept
office.  That, Sir, was _the manner
in which the hon. gentlemen lent addi-
tional weight to the arguments he ad-
dressed to this House when he asked
it to displace his predecessors. I know
the hon. gentleman too well to doubt
for a single moment his entire truth
and sincerity when he made that state-
ment to the House, but in spite of a
declaration of that kind, he became a
member of the Government the very
next day. Ido notsay, Sir, that it was
not right or unwarranted in view of
the epeech he had delivered on the day
previous; but I do maintain that
never was there an instance in which
great political principles were more
thoroughly left in abeyance than when
the hon. gentleman subsequently ad-
mitted that he went into the Govern-
ment of Canada without any intention
of remaining i it ; that the hon. gentle-
man, in fact, presented a Mackenzie-
Blake Administration to the people
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for their acceptance or rejection,
having, at the same time, de-
termined that he would continue a
member of the Cabinet only until the
vietory had been secured, and public
approval had been obtained with regard
to the character of an Administration
of which he was one of the most pro-
minent Ministers,— abandoning the
high position he had accepted and re-
tiring into private life the moment a
verdict was secured in favour of the
Ministry. Well, Sir, the hon. gentle-
man, I presume, bhad sufficient reasons
for retiring from the Government, but
what I blame him for is because it
was never satisfactorily explained to
the people of this country why he took
office without the intention of servin

the country in that high position Whicﬁ
he had accepted as a member of the
Government of Canada. I believethat
he had sufficient reasons for the course
he pursued; and further, that if he had
based such retirement upon those rea-
sons, instead of lending his powerful aid
to the Administration in order tocarry
the elections, without any purpose as
to giving the Government and the
country the benefit of his services, I
consider that his position would have

been much stronger as a public
man, to-day. Those reasons, how-
ever, were mnot made known to

the House, though I believe they
were communicated to the Leader of
the Government ; at least I assume so,
not having the honour and ples
sure of having the confidence of
these gentlemen, and my assumption
is based upon the public acts of the
hon. gentleman who left the Cabinet,
One of the most striking events that was
perhaps ever presented in our political
history occurred a short time after-
wards, when my hon. friend the Prime
Minister took an opportunity —a very
out-of-the-way opportunity—to address
a public meeting at Prescott, although
not in connection with a Dominion
election, but with reference to the
Local Administration of the affairs of
this Province. I have understood that
it was another leading principle held
by the gentlemen opposite, that Do
minjon Cabinet Ministers should keep
entirely aloof and preserve an entire in-
dependence from that Administration ;
but my hon. friend the Prime Minister
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gave the country the benefit of a recess
Address upon that occasion, and
everyone was astounded on account
of the character of that speech. What
did he do?  Why, Sir, no one could
read his remarks addressed to the
K[eo le of Canada—for a Prime
inister cannot other wisespeak in pub-
lic—without perceiving that he seized
this opportunity for the purpose of
denouncing in advance the views and
sentiments entertained by the Hon. the
Minister of Justice. These opinions had
not as yet been so publicly announced ;
but, I assume, as I have a right to
assume—
Hon.
hear.
Hon. Mr. TUPPER—That he went
out of the Government, because he dif-
fered in his views with the Ion. the
Prime Minister who, unable, regarding
such radical, progressive and liberal
gentiments, to agree with my hon.
friend, accordingly denounced in ad-
vance the very principles which my
hon. friend the Minister of Justice sub-
sequently avowed as his own. To use
the emphatic language employed
by the Premier—“He warned the
Liberals of this country strongly
against those politicians who are
taking up these vagaries’’—designating
in the most contemptuous terms he
could possibly find the theories a short
time afterwards promulgated by the
Hon. the Minister of Justice in his
celebrated speech at Auroras, Why,
Sir, the moment that speech was
made, every person in this country at
once understood the position taken by
my hon. friend the Prime Minister at
Prescott, in crying down extreme
Liberal tendencies and forestall-
ing the language in which the Aurora
1a\geech was couched. These sentiments
he First Minister held to be vaga-
ries, and matters which had no relation
to the proper conduct of public affairs,
warning the country against them.
And what do you suppose, Sir, were the
strong reasons which my hon. friend
the Prime Minister gave for seeking
to crush out any attempt of such a
nature. Why, Sir, it was that such a
policy on the Eart of the Liberals
would bring back the Tory Administra-

Mr. MACKENZIE — Hear,

tion at a very early day into power; |

and he quoted history to show that
Hon. Mr. TurPER.
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these differences of opinion had uni-
formly had a similar cffect; that the
views of the member for South Bruce
threatened the country with chaos, and
that a Conservative Administration,.
as a consequence, would be restored to-
office.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE — Would
that make chaos ?

Hon. Mr. TUPPER—I say, Sir,
that this is one of the functions.
of the Conservative party ; when
gentlemen produce a state of chaos
such a state of chaos as reigns at
the present moment in this country
—then it becomes the duty of
the Liberal-Conservative party to
bring the country out of that chaotic
condition. IfT am allowed to proceed,
I will observe that this is a grave matter
and that it issoregarded by the House,
and by the people. My hon. friend
for South Bruce delivered what he
himself called a disturbing speech. He
boldly took up the gauntlet thrown

down by the Hon. the Prime
Minister, who declared a few
days  previously that the Lib-

eral party should stamp out proceed-
ings of this kind, and he became the
great tribune of the people of this
country. He put himself forward, as'a
man who had felt it necessary to
relieve himself of the trammels of
office for the purpose of vindicating
principles, which, however the Hon.
the Prime Minister might disapprove
of them, he regarded as being so im-
portant as to warrant the severance
from him of one of his closest political
allies, and his assumption of av entirely
independent position. My hon. friend
must not suppose that he could make
such a speech as he delivered at Aurora
without exciting the public and in-
spiring the advanced Liberals of thig
country with the hope that a new de-
parture was imminent, and with grati-
fication because there was one man
calling himself a Reformer who had
sufficient independence and spirit
say that he was a Reformer and that
he refused to follow a party which
could find nothing to reform. There are
the words, I think, though they were
probably more elegantly expressed.

herefore, Sir, my hon. friend agsumed
a ‘position which created great expects-
tion on the part of certain people i
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Canada, and having made this disturb-
ing speech, as was avowed by him-
:;ff, with the full knowledge of the
consequences, he came back to this
House and took his seat, as several
other very independent gentlemen have
done, on that side of -the House.
Was it to support my hon. friend, the
. Leader of the Government? Why,
Sir, I declare in the presence of both
sides of the House, that no opponont
with whom the Administration had to
contend during the past Session, gave
so mauch trouble and s0 much anxiety
ay my hon. friend, who now occupies
the seat of the Minister of Justice; be-
cause, Sir, he was disposed to pursue
the same independent line of conduct,
which he publicly declared to the peo-
le of this country he, as in duty
ound, intended to pursue in the in-
terests of Canada. He says, however,
that it was only a mere difference of
opinion with reference to the construc-
tion of the Esquimalt and Nanaimo
Railway, but my hon. friend can
scarcely sustain such a pretension; for
be charged the Prime Minister of this
country with having been false to the
duty he owed Parliament, in making
an agreement with the Colonial Minis-
ter and entering into a compact with
British Columbia without any reference
to the representatives of the people of
Canada. He charged him with having
exceeded the privileges which the
Prime Minister of any Government
ought to possess. That wls a pretty
wide divergence on a great question,
on one of the most important tran-
sactions in which the Government had
been or can be engaged with relation
to the material prosperity of this
country. My hon. friend the Minister
of Justice challenged the action of his
leader—Does he shake his head ?

Hon. Mr. BLAKE—T do.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER—Does he mean
to deny that he challenged theright of
the Premier to enter into a compact
with Lord Carnarvon with relation to
the Pacific Railway, wjthout previously
submitting the terms to Parliament ?

Hon. Mr. BLAKE—I was prepared
then, as I am now, to declare that no
Ministry can bind the country to any
terms without the assent of Parlia:
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Hon. Mr. TUPPER—My hon. friend,
I know, is very astute in points of that
kind, but he must not suppose that he
can lead the House to enter into the
nice distinction thathe hasnow raised..
I ask if the Ministry try to do what
they have noright to attempt and what
they had not previously the power to do,
whether he should sustain them ? The
Premier stated in so many words that
he made the agreement, and expected
Parliament to ratify it. I say thatisa
pretty wide divergence of opinion.
Then came the question of the terms
themselves. Why, every person knows.
that the Hon. the Minister of Justice, at
Walkerton, South Bruce, West Toronto-
and other places, where he afforded the-
public the pleasure of hearing his
voice, in Parliament and out of Parlia-
ment, has been the loudest to denounce-
the late Government as having imposed
an intolerable burden on the people of
this country in undertaking 1o build the
Pacific Railway.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE—I do so0 now.
Hon. Mr. TUPPER—And yet m
hon. friend knows that all the burden
which the late Government ever in-
tended to impose upon Canada was an
agreement to give $30,000,000 money
and 50,000,000 acres of land to any
company that would construct, at
their own cost, risk, and responsi-
bility, the Canadian Pacific Railway.
And, Sir, my hon. friend knows that,
not content with making this provision,
there was a formal declaration by the-
then Opposition, that the road should
not be guilt by the Government; but
in spite of all this my hon. friend the:
Prime Minister entered into a solemn
compact with Lord Carnarvon, binding
\the Government to build a road from
the shores of the Pacific to the shores
of Lake Superior in fifteen years,
without any reference to Parliament,
and without any qualification what-
ever, as to whether it was within the
power or resources of the country or not.
As I said before, that was another
point on which, if there was not
divergence of opinion, there was a very
remarkable disagreement between the
two hon. gentlemen. The one by
his acts and the other by his words
have placed themselves in the strongest

ssible antagonism. Well, Sir, my

ment,

on. friend is a very distinguished and
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a very acute lawyer, but I must confess
I feel sorry for him—although my
sympathies are not as easily excited in
that direction as may be supposed—in
the position he occupies when he tells
the House that the reason he could not
vote on the motion then before the
House, in relation to the telegraph
contract, was that he could not make
up his mind on which side to vote, and
this after two such distinguished legal
%entlemen ag the hon. member for

ardwell and the right hon. friend
from Kingston had moved and
seconded a resolution, declaring that
the contract made by the Government
was utterly at variance with the
Statute and should be annulled. And
yet, Sir, the Hon. the Minister of
Justice was not able, after the dis-
cussion on this subject by these

distinguished legal gentlemen, to
decide which of the two was
the right side to vote upon.

The House knows that the same
gontleman withdrew from the Govern-
ment, and made a disturbing speech at
Aurora, and attacked the terms made
by Lord Carnarvon at one of the most
critical moments in the Government of
the country.  Having assailed the
Government for having violated the
law and made a contractinvolving the
expenditure of over one million of
money; in the teeth of that, and at a
time which was really a very criti-
cal moment for the Government,
my hon. friend put on his hat and
walked out of the House rather than
compromise his high position as a
lawyer by sustaining the administration
Now, Sir, I think the House and the
country naturally came to the con-
clusion from the moment the Aurora
speech was delivered, that my hon.
friend had placed himself as far asunder
as the poles from the Leader of the
Government on a question of very
great political importance. T do not
refer to the Nanaimo Railway,
although my hon. friend took the
ground that the Government had
unnecessarily placed very heavy
additional burdens on the shounlders of
the people in connection with that
railway, independent of anything bind-
ing upon them by the action of their pre-
decessors. On that question—one that
wou.d involve the expenditure of mil-

Hon. Mr. TuppEs.
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lions—my hon. friend took and main-
tained his ground, notwithstanding
that he did so against the Government,
and after the declaration of the Prime
Minister in his place in Parliament
that the honour of the Government was
involved in ‘the carrying out of the
contract which he had madé. I think
it would be difficult to imagine that an
hon. gentleman who had placed himself
in such a position, and who would lead
the people to suppose that it was
impossible for him to consent to a great
sacrifice of principle, would tak® his
place in the Government. But we find
that, with wonderful tact and power,
the Prime Minister seems able to over-
coma all opposition on the part of those
holding ditferent views, and to draw
them within the magic circle of his in-
fluence. He exercised his wonderful
mesmeric power—for I suppose nothing
else could account for it—on the hon.
member for South Bruce, and what is the
consequence ? I deplore the result-—in
the interests of pubic morality 1 was
going to say, but I won’t say that for
fear my hon, friend may think I am
quoting from him-—in the interests of
the political status of Canada. I de-
plore it because it strikes down a great
tribune of the people and leaves him a
simple place-man, although the position
he holds is one of the most important
and distinguished in the country. He
has rendered it impossible, without a
great sacrifice of prineiple, that he
should ever“take the place he formerly
had. If we ever had in this country
the spectacle, not only of a coalition,
but a vicious coalition, it is that
formed by the Premier and the
Minister of Justice. -~ Who, that has
read the speech delivered by the hon.
member for South Bruce, at Aurora,
pored over it with delight and ad-
mired the stand which he took as
the tribune of the people, but feels
regret that such an hon. gentleman
should place himself in a position that
compels him to take back everything
which he advocated in the interests of
the people. He told us he was one
Reformer who would refuse to take a
position in a Government that had
nothing to reform. - Well, he has gone
into the Cabinet. Have we got any of
those “idle vagaries,” as the Premier
at Prescott styled the measures for
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compulsory voting and the representa-
tion of minorities? Have we got any
of the,other foibles held up to ridicule
by the Premier, as evidence that the
hon. member for South Bruce has not
only gone into the Cabinet of Canada,
but gone there to carry out the prin-
ciples he advocated at Aurora? He
goes there to adopt the policy to which
he stood so strongly in antagonism be-
fore the people of Canada. 1 don't
know that there can be anything very
radical or reforming in a Bill to
reculate the relations to the public of
common carriers, or a consolidation of
the laws thatmy right hon. friend with
80 much industry and ability placed on
the statute books of Canada. I fail to
find in these that the hon. gentleman
has gone into the Cabinet on other
grounds than any of his colleagues—to
carry out the policy of his leader. My
hon. friend the Premier has a happy
knack of relieving himself of the res-
pongibility of his anti-coalition senti-
ments, which he urged with so much
force and eloquence as almost to con-
vince us unsophisticated people on this
side of the House that he was sincere.
He says, “1 am the embodiment of Re-
form ; anybody who comes to me must
be a Reformer, and therefore there can
be no coalition.” That may be very
satisfactory to the hon. gentleman, but
he should have thought of it when he
was assailing those who, while they
differed twenty years ago, were united
in their views ata later period. He
should have reflected that it was time

to assail coalitions only when
the vicious results of them were
apparent. I say a vicious result

appears in this Government because

e tribune of the people scatters to
the winds all the reforms he  advo-
cated, and his followers are led to
sustain a Government that calls itself
a Reform Administration, but can find
nothing to reform.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE—The hon.
member for Cumberland has come out
in a new role—as champion of public
morality—and I am sure the House
cannot but feel gratified that they have
found one so appropriate for the posi-
tion, considering-his antecedents. "The
hon. gentleman has declared himself
in my presence a Reformer, and said
it was & malignant falsehood to style
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him anything clse. He has also de-
clared himself' a Conservative. Now, 1
have never been anything but a Liberal,
and T have been elected as the Leader
of the Reform party. There is no
member of the Administration that is
not cognizant of and in accord with
the action which gave me that position,
and there is no member of the Admin-
istration to-day holding office in any
other way than as a representative of
the great Liberal party of Canada.
The hon. gentleman, Sir, seems to
think that by an ingenious distortion of
historcial facts—not wilful of course—
he can convict me, not of anything
wrong, but of a possible divergence of
opinion from my hon. friend the Min-
ister of Justice on certain speculative
opinions with regard to cumulative and
compulsory voting, although I never
delivered any speech on the subject.
s The hon. gentleman says I condemned
all the subjects mentioned in my hon.
friend’s speech at Aurora, a few days
before, at a dinner. I wenttoPrescott,
not to deliver opinions on these subjects,
but simply at the request of an hon.
friend, spoke for a time on general
topics, and I do not think T touched on
the topics of the Aurora speech at all.
But, if I did, these are subjects we are
not expected to have exactly the same
opinions on; we may view them, not
from a party stand-point, but from an
individual point of view. I was de-
lighted at the speech of my hon. friend
at Aurora, and I had the pleasure of
writing to him shortly afterwards, ex-
pressing my delight at the ability with
which he handled the subjects. The
hon. gentleman seems to think that
the Minister who had accepted
office in the Government when formed
in 1874 and left it a few months
afterwards, did so because there was
8  difference of opinion—in fact
he was accused very lately by
the principal organ, an organ that
is the property of the right hon. gen-
tleman to a certain extent, of defraud-
ing the public in having entered the
Cabinet and given the country the
impression that he meant to continue
2 member of the Government, but
when the elections were over he retired.
That organ was obliged to admit its
incorrectness when it admitted that

the hon. member for South Bruce,
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before the election of 1874, announced
his attention of retiring at an early
period, so that the whole country had
the knowledge that he did not intend
to remain in the Government at that
time-—not becausc there was any diver-
.gence of opinion between himself and
his colleagues, because there wasnone—
but on accountof private circumstances
which made that parvticular action
necessary on hix part at that time. I
have only a word to say regarding the
hon. gentleman’s discussion of the
terms arrived at with British Columbia
—commonly known as the arrangement
made by Lord Carnarvon. I ncver
meant, nor could I mean by any possi-
bility, that the assent of Parliament
was not required to the Fsquimault
and Nanaimo Railway, and it' 1T made
the House or any person believe that
I# could proceed without legislative
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our' Province, when he called it an
inhospitable country. I will not allow
any hon. gentleman to vilifs my
country. I think it.is as hospit-
able a country as any in Canada,
and I think i1t is very unstatesman-
like to run down any part of the
Dominion as the hon. member for
South Bruce has done. Notwithstand-
ing what has been said of British
Columbia, we find the Finance Minister
was willing to go to England and
pledge its credit for money to build
the Pacific Railway, but the Govern-
ment are now using the money in
improving and bunilding canals in
Ontario, instead of using it for the
Burpose for which it was borrowed.

ritish Columbia requires no sympathy
from this House. All we want issimple
justice, and we are not getting any-
thing but abuse by such gentlemen as

authority, I regret that such should be® the hon. member for South Bruce, who

the case for 2 moment., [ introduced
the Bill, and it 15 well known I repudi-
ated the Order in Council of the hon.
gentlemen opposite to make the ter-
minus at Esquimault. It was also well-
known, if we carried out the
terms of Earl Carnarvon, we must
submit a Bill to Parliament to obtain
their sanction for the expenditure of
the money. I do not think there is any
necessity for me to say anything more
©on this subject; the Government as
-oonstituted now is simply representin
the Liberal party of the country, an
T hold precisely the same views of the
viciousness—the word is preferred to
any other—of the viciousness of
coalitions I always did, and gave
practical illustration of by myself
refusing to be a member of a coalition.
Mr. BUNSTER—1I heard the hon.
Leader of the Government say he was
delighted with the Aurora speech. I
say the hon. gentleman who delivered
that Awurora speech did wrong, and I
-assure the House it surprised me terri-
bly when I read it. I ask the present
Ministry whether they adhere to the
Aaurora speech as well as to the hon.
gentleman who delivered it? I think
that they do, as they have taken the
hon, gentleman info the Cabinet who
has always been against the interests
of British Columbia. The Government
has done wrong to take hold of a gen-
tleman who has said so much against

Hon, Mr. MACKENZIR.

alludes to our Province as an inhospit-
able country and a sea of mountains.
But 1 can tell the hon. gentleman that
we have as good gentlemen living
there as in any other Province in
Janada. It is the only Province in
Canada that has an agent in Great
Britain to attend to its immigration
matters.

Mr. SPEAKER—The question be-
fore the House is, an hon. gentleman
has called for explanations as to the
reconstruction of the Ministry. When
the hon. gentleman has any observa-
tions to make on the reconstruction of
the Ministry,or any further information
to ask for from the Ministers, he will
be in order, but I think his remarks
are entirely outside the scope of this
subject. o

Mr. MASSON—Our attention up to
the present point has been directed to
the Minister of Justice, but we of
Quebec have more fault to find with
the accession of the President of the
Council to the Ministyy. That hon.
gentleman said a short time ago that
there was really no difference between
the Liberalsand the Conservatives, but
there was between the Liberals and the
Radicals. I have read the expressions
of the hon. gentleman, which I will
here recite. He says :—*Conserva-
tism does not exclude liberality, It
only - excludes radicalism which
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«destroys, and which has become
«extinct in Canada by its own excess.
Al that is not Radical will be bound
to ally itself to the great Liberal -Con-
gervative party.” I would like to
know who the hon. gentleman was
then calling Radicals in the Dominion
-of Canada? I can tell this House who
they were. The hon. member referred
to the tirits of Ontario and the Rouges
-of Quebee, with whom there could
never be any union or fusion. Some
hon. member has been saying—I think
the Premier himself—that it is not a
-coalition becanse the hon. member
-came into the Government without
any following. I will now show that
the Radicals are rveally the - great
‘branch of the Liberal party of Ontario,
led by the Premier. The Hon. the
President of the Council thus writes:—
“As to the Radical opposition of

Upper Canada, everyone knows the

uncertainty and instability of the ele-
ments that compose it. Iow long
‘would it follow Mr. Mackenzie if; per-
<chance, he was one day to come into
power? It is sufficient to vecall to
~one’s mind what the Radicals did to
Baldwin in 1850, to Hincks in 1854,
and to Sandfield Maecdonald in 1863,
when he was saved only by the Con-
servative Opposition.,” And yet the
hon. gentleman calls this no fusion.
He continues :—“The future belongs
Jyet for a long time to the Tonserva-
tives, and it 1s towards them that we
must, turn all the aspirations that wish
to have suceess.” 'l%xe hon. gentleman,
‘when he asks what difference there is
between Liberals and Conservatives,
-evidently means what difference is
there between Conservatives and Radi-
cals. T want to show that this fusion
with the Government to-day is a union
with what he then believed to be the
Radical party. The Rouges in Quebec
believe that there is no difference be-
tween Conservatives and Liberals.
The hon. gentleman said on the 9th of
June, 1868, that the Radicals of Quebec
were Annexationists. He was then
supporting the Government, as he gene-
rally supports Governments, and he
said at the time, “ It is not right to ad-
vise people to throw down the barriers
and allow the enemy to enter and take
g:esﬁ'on of the country.” These are
the gentlemen that he is allied with to-
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day, and the question is whether tho
hon. 'gentleman himself is more to
blame for entering the Cabinet, or those

-with whom he has allied himself for

taking him in. The hon. member for
Cumberland has said there was no fault
to find with the Hon. the President of
the Council. ButI say thisto the Liber-
aly, that T do not believe there isa poli-
tical party in any country in the world
that has shewn the example which
the Liberal party of Lower Canada has
shewn lately. They promised to take a
stand on morality, but in accepting the
Hon. the President of the Council as lea-
der they have confessed that they have
no understanding of morality as it is
feltin this country. I remember a fact.
The very week that the hon. gentle-
man took the oath as a Privy Council-
lor, the Liberal party of the Province
of Quebec repudiated a gentleman, of
whom, galthough he is not working
with us, we must all be proud. 1
allude to the Hon. Mr. Joly, the Leader
of the Opposition in that Province.
Those who know and have followed
the history of Lower Canada, must
understand that before many months
are over, the verdict of the people will
be against a party that has lowered
itself so far as to accept for a leader a
gentleman whom they have always
abused. Nothing is more demoralizing
than to see a great party taking into
its ranks 2 man whom they have
always taunted—I do not say justly—
for his corruption when he was work-
ing for the Conservatives. They
wsed to say that the great fault
of our party was that they were
corruptionists-—that they robbed the
public funds of the country. The
gravest accusation made against the
party was not that they had enriched
themselves at the expense of the
country, but that the hon. gentleman
had so enriched himself. I do not say
that that is true, but those who have
made the allegation have certainly
lowered the sense of public morality to
an extent which it is impossible to
surpass.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE—When I com-
plied with the demand for an explana-
tion which the hon. member for King-
ston made, I was entitled to suppose
that the subjects he mentioned were
those which I was to explain, and it
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was not fair for the hon. member for
Cumberland to wait until that explana-
tion was madeand then proceed to a

general review of my public
career. I shall not answer him
now, but will say shortly that

he has advanced some things which
are very old, some which are very new,
bat all with one common guality that
they areinvariably incorrect.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT laid upon
the table the return of expenditures un-
der special warrant for settlers’ relief;
return of expenditures under epecial
warrant for mounted police; statement
of loans and gratuities under 338.
Vic.; and an order in Council re-
lating tv increased annuities to Indians
under Treaty 4, at Qu'Appele Lakes.

THE BUDGET.

Sir JOHN MACDONALD enquired
if the Finance Minister could state when
he was likely to come down with the
Budget. :

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT replied
that he could not at present.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER asked if the
Finance Minister proposed as usual to
bring down to the latest period that
he could, previous to the Budget speech,
the revenue and expenditure.

Hon, Mr. CARTWRIGHT — Cer-
tainly.

The House adjourned at 5:45.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

WepxespAy, February 16, 1876.

The Speaxkr took the (hair at ten
minutes past Three o’clock.

ASSIBTANT INSPECTOR OF PENITENTIARIES

Hon. Mr. BLAKE introduced a Bill
to provide for the appointment of As-
sistant Inspectors of Penitentiaries in
Manitoba and British Columbia. He
said the House was aware that there
were no regular penitentiaries in those
Provinces, though buildings were in
course of construction. Owing to their
great distance from head-quarters and
the great expemse of travelling to
them, it was thought advisable to pro-
vide Inspectors for these Provinces,

Hon. Mr. BLAKE,
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who shall receive small salaries, not
exceeding $200 a year each, and travel-
ling expenses from their residences to
the penitentiaries.

The Bill was read the first time.

CRIMINAT, STATISTICS.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE introduced a Bill
to provide for the Collection and Regis-
tration of Criminal Statistics. He said
the House last Session unanimously
agreed with the suggestion of the hon.
member for North York, respecting
the obvious importance of such a
measure as this. The Bill now intro-
duced was very simple and elastic in
its provisions. He would not now
trouble the House with the details of
it. The general principle was that
such schedules as may from time to
time be approved by the Governor in
Council, shall be furnished to the De-
partment of Agriculture, which has
charge of statistics, to collect in-
formation with regard to the criminal
business conducted in the courts and
the number of prisoners in the jails for
the year preceding. The Bill proposed
the establishment of a fee for the offi-
cers discharging this duty, it being, in
his opinion, not merely justice, but
policy to pay some small sum to ensure
the collection of these statistics, He
would give fuller information at the
second reading.

The Bill was read the first time.

THE OTTAWA CANAL.

Mr. WHITE (Renfrew),asked whether
it is the intention of the Government
to take steps at an early date for the
improvement of the navigation of the
Ottawa, Mattawan and French Rivers,
80 as to enable vessels to pass from
Lake Huron via the said rivers to tide-
water on the St. Lawrence; and if so,
on what scale as to draught of water
and size of locks it is intended to con-
struct the said works.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE—It is not
the intention of the Government to take
any steps to prosecute any further.
works than those now under contract,
for the present.

REGISTERED LETTERS.
Mr. LITTLE asked whether the
Postmaster General intends to, make
such arrangements as will prevent reg-
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istered letters being tampered with, and
if loss is sustained by the sender of such
rogistered letter, whether compensa-
tion will be allowed by the Post Office
Department ? i

Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON—It is not
the intention .to make any radical
ehange in the existing arrangements,
but the Department will exercise every
precaution to prevent the evils indica-
ted in the hon. gentleman’s question.

THE CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT ACT.

Mr. IRVING asked whether itis the
intention of the Government to propose
any Legislation during tho present Ses-
gion of Parliament upon the subject-
matter of the several Acts knolvn as
the Criminal Law Amendment Act of
1872, and the amendment thereof passed
at the last Session of Parliament ?

Hoen. Mr. BLAKE—TI hope to be able

to introduce such a Bill to-morrow.
THE FINANCIAL DEPRESSION,

Mr. MILLS—In rising to move fora
Select Committee to enquire into the
causes of the present financial depres-
sion, said—I assume that there exists at
the present time a very considerable ex-
tent of financial stringency in the coun-
try. I don’tthink, Sir, that it is necess-
ary to enterinto any discussion with the
view of establishing that particular fact.
‘When we notice in the newspapers from
day to day the failure of men engaged
in manufacturing or commercial pur-
suits in various parts ofthe country,—
when we observe statements that a
very large number of men formerly
employed in the service of those who
were engaged inthe lumber trade, and
in other pursuits, are out of employ-
ment—I think that it is unnecessary
to bring before the House any array of
facts for the purpose of establishing
a proposition which I suppose will
meet with general assent. I assume,
therefore, that there is & very con-
siderable amount of depression in the
various branches of industry and trade,
and I purpose asking the House for a
Committee to enquire into the causes of
this distress. We observe that those
who have failed are of the commercial
a8 well as of the manufacturing class
—that it ig not only those engaged in
prolueing various articles of industry
within tke country who have suffered,
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but that merchants engaged in the
importation of goods have suffered
quite as much, so far ar we can gather
from general reports. I dare say by
enquiriong of official assignees in differ-
ent parts of the country, we cam
ascertain with a considerable degree of
precigion the total amount for which
partios who are engaged in manufac-
turing and commercial pursuits have
failed. That, however, is & matter of
information to be obtained by the
Commitiee.

We find, Sir, that there have been
failures of large houses engaged in
manufacturing pursuits in the adjoin-
ing Republic, and the right hon. mem-
ber for Kingston observed in discussing
the Address afew days ago

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—
Order!

Mr. MILLS—I know it is not cus-
tomary torefer to a debate, but thix
rule is not essentially observed in re-
ference to debates upon the Address.
If I am out of order in that particular,
and it is quite possible that I may be,
I may not say what the member for
Kingston said ; but I will say this, if
the rules of the House permitted me
to refer to the hon. gentleman’s obser-
vations upon the Address, in which he
stated that it was very important to
enquire into how far the depression in
Canada——

Mr. SPEAKER—The hon. gentle-
man is hardly in order.

Mr. MILLS—Well, Mr. Speaker, I
don’t think I shall trouble the House
with any allusion to, or discussion of,
the observations made by the hon.
member for Kingston, if the rules of
debate of this House will not permit it.
I will say this, however, that I am
of opinion that we are suffering to a
very considerable extent from com-
mercial depression in consequence of
our intimate commercial relations with
the trade of the adjoining Republic. I
think it was & sound principle which
was laid down many years ago by a
distinguished English Statesman, that
one nation had the sameinterest in the
commercial prosperity of another
nation with whom it is carrying on
trade to a large extent, that a mer-
chant hag in the welfare of his cus-
tomers. It is not very easy for
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the merchant to remain prosperous
while his customers are impoverished,
and it is not very easy for the people
of this country who are engaged in
commercial pursuits to be in a highly
prosperous condition while those with
whom they are dealing are suffering
from financial depression. It is said
by those who are in favour of seeking
relief from the present depression by
legislation in this House,that we might
improve our condition by an alteration
of the fiscal policy of this country. I
am not going to say, Sir, whether that
is the correct observation or not; Iam
not going to say whether we might
restrain our importation — if there
has been over-importation—by a pro-
tective tariff. I am not going to dis-
cuss that question; T am free to say
that I believe that high duties upon
imported articles have mnot always
secured that object elsewhere ; but
whether they would do 80 in this coun-
try or not, I will not, in anticipation of
any information that may be obtained
on this subject by the Committee, pro-
nounce an opinion. There is one thing
I may notice here, that the balance of
trade has been for a number of years
very largely against this country. I
do not attuch the importance to this
fact that is sometimes attached to it;
but it ix, nevertheless, a fact not with-
out importance. In 1868 the balance
of trade uagainst this ecountry was
$16,000,000.

In 1869 .cseveeereenenn. $10,000,000
T (| T 1,250,000
T ¢ B 22,000,000
T I veeer 28,750,000
€ 1873 vrieeereeenne ver 47,000,000
“ 1874 verrereerenreenns 38,860,000
€ 1875 e, veeee. 45,000,000

“That is, from 1868 down to June 30th,
1875, there was a balance of $209,000,-
000 against this country Now this is
a very large amount, and if that repre-
sented the actual condition of things as
between this country and other coun-
tries with whom we deal, it would bea
matter for very serious consideration.
But we find in lovking at the trade of
England since 1868 there has been a
large balance continuously againstthat
country, without producing any of the
disaste s which it is supposed that a

Mr. M1LLs,
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large and continuous balance of trade
will produce. The balance of trade
against England was

In 1860 ..oeevereenne £ 75,000,000
€ 1865 cereereerenna 105,000,000
“ 1870 rereer cueennn 103,000,000
€ 1874 v, 130,000,000

It greatly increased with the in-

creased exports and imports of the

country, but in considering the balance

of trade in a country we are bound to

see who does the carrying, and who

reaps the profits; who controls the

capital by which that trade is carried

on. I have no doubt whatever, in

looking at the trade of Great - Bri-

tain, that the capital by which

it is carried or, the tonnage

and marine of England enjoy the

profits upon the carriage of both the

imports and the exports of the country,

and that the profits upon the products

exchanged accrue to the capitalists of
Great Britain. What that amount isI

do not know, but it must in a very

considerable degree exceed the differ-
ence between the value of the imports

and the exports of the country. Inthe

United States for & number of years

the balance of trade has been against

that country. In 1855 the valueofthe
exports of the adjoining Republic over’
their imports was $13,688,000.

In 1856 ..occv.e.........$12,000,000
€ I8HT e e 2,000,000
€ 188 eeeeeeeeniens 42,000,000
€ 1859 e 1%.000,000
€ 1860 vrereererennn 11,000,000
€ 1861 voueereerennnnn. 30,000,000

Thus we observe that, while in Eng-
land, the balance of trade is ap-
parently against England wunder a
non-protective taritt or free trade
policy, in the United States, under
a mon-protective taritf, the balance
was directly in favour of the Re-
public, regardless of any advantages
which it may have from the carrying
trade or on the profits of that trade.
Since 1861 we all know that in that
country they bave had a highly pro-
tective tariff, a taritf that hasaveraged
48 per cent. upon the articles taxed,
or 44 per cent upon the entire ihports
of the country. In 182 the balance
of trade against the United States was
sixty-two millions in round numbers.
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In 1863.eeeeireenne.....$12,000,000
€ 18ideeirearrenns veeee. 87,000,000
(€ 186Buvrereraern « +ree 52,000,000
€ 18B6.0neeeereeiraennn 28,000,000
€ 18670uu reres veeee. 77,000,000
€ 1868uenrerreeearenn . 20,000,000
T (1R 93,000,000

I have not had time to look at the rel-
ative values of the imports and ex-
ports from the last period down to the
present, but there can he no doubt
whatever, while in England the carry-
ing trade, being in the hands of Eng-
land, more than compensates for the
* difference between the value of the
imports and exports, in the United
States the carrying trade, having gra-
dually passed into foreign hands, the
balance of trade instead of being less
is very largely increased above the
amount indicated by the figures
quoted. The balance of trade 18 an
important matter for consideration,
but it is not absolutely conclusive as to
the prosperity or non-prosperity-of a
country. Adam Smith observes—

¢ The balance of produce and consumption
may be constantly in favour 6f a nation, though
what is called the balance of tiade be gene-
rally against it, A nation may import to a
greater value than it exports tor half a century,
perhaps, together; the gold and silver which
comes into it during all this time may be all
immediately sent out of it; its circulating
coin may gradually decay, diffcrent sorts ot
paper money being substituted in its place,
and even the debts, too, which it contracts, in
the principal nations with whom it deals, may
be gradually increasing, and yetits real worth,
the exchangeable value of the annual produce
of its lands and labour, may during the same
period have been increasing in a much greater
proportion.”

The state of our North American
colonies and of the trade which they
carried on with Great Britain before
the commencement of the present
disturbances, may serve as a proof
that this is by no means an impossible
supposition., 'The condition, Sir, of
England with a large balance of
trade against her, verifies the principle
laid down by Adam Smith, which
I have just read. We may very
fairly conclude that the exports of the
country are a much safer basis for es-
timating its prosperity than the in-
crease of its imports, and that it can
scorcely be considered that a country
is in a highly prosperous condition if
fts exports are continuously diminish-
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ing. Imighthereobserve that we have
had frequently pressed on the atten-
tion of this House the propriety of
adopting a highly protective tariff
with a view- to prevent uver-trading.
I am not saying that is an improper
proposition to submit to this Parlia-
ment. 1 will not say that such a tariff
applied to some industries will not
promote their development or increase
their profits, but I will say that we
have no evidence that such will be the
result. There is no principle or well
established collection of facts to show
that such a policy will be followed by
such results ; on the cor trwry, we have
instances in which a protective tariff,
instead of doing what it is generally
supposed to accomplish, and which I
am free to admit it does sometimes ac-
complish—diminish the importations—
has on the contrary largely increased
them. This was the case in
tbe United States. After 1862 the
duties were greatly increased—from a
tariff averaging 13 per cent. to a tariff
averaging 40 per cent.—but instead of
importations being checked by the
high tariff they were largely increased.
And this always will be the case whero
the circumstances of the country are
such as to cause an increase in the cost
of subsistence greater than the addi-
tional amount added to the foreign
products in the form of increased
duties. It is said that ships were built
in St. John, New Brunswick, in 1868,
for $40 per ton, while in Maine they
were costing $70 per ton. Look at
the tariff charged on the articles enter-
ing into the composition of ships. You
will find that the difference between
the cost in St. John upon these pro-
ducts of Maine is a difference of only
$4.60 per ton, while the difference,
you will observe, in the cost at which
they are respectively disposed of per ton
is $30 ; thus you have $25 to account for
in some other way, so that it is easy
to see that under these circumstances,
notwithstanding the high tariff, if "
there was no provision in the United
States for the prevention of the regis-
tration of foreign vessels, they could
import much more cheaply than they
could build. I do not say what would
be the result here, but I give this
instance for the purpose of showing
that you cannot lay down any rule
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by which you can be perfectly sure
that an increase of tarift would dimin-
ish importations. I apprehend that
so far as suffering from depression

of the manufacturing. branches of
the industries of this country is
concerned, they must desire one

of two things : either a larger market
or increased prices for the articles to
be sold. It is only in one or the other
of these ways that they can obtain re-
lief. I do not say that such a tariff
might not give relief in these ways, but
I think it is important to enquire
whethcr that would be the consequence,
and also to what extent it might atfect
other branches of industry and other
portions of the population. One thing
Sir, we do know, hoth with regard to
the commercial histories of England
and of the neighboring Republic, and
it is this—that there is 2 close relation
between the imports of a country and
the volume of its currency ; that when-
ever you increase the volume of cur-
rency circulation, you increase in
almost exactly the same proportion the
imports, and that when you diminish or
restrict the amount of money in use
you reduce in the same proportion the
imports. In the United States, when
the currency averaged $6 per head the
imports averaged 84 per head ; whenit
averaged $7 the imports averaged $5,
and so on, a close relation being found
not merely for a short period,
but during the whole history of the
country from 1790 to the present day.
Then in 1860 the currency of the
United States averaged $14.50 per
capita, and the imports averaged $10.80
per capita, bearing the same propor-
tion to each other as in the earlier
period I have mentioned. Now it will
be an important matter into which the
Committee should enquire—how far
this rule will hold good in this country.
Itis of great moment to ascertain this
fact, in order to know precisely to what
oxtent the commercial and financial
depression are within the control of
the Legislature. I state these matters
and might instance many others, with
the view of indicating the scope of the
enquiry which will present itself to
the Committee for which I ask the
House. 1 do mnot desire—I am not
anxious, Sir, to express any opinion
which would anticipate the conclusion
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at which I might imagine the gentle-
men composing it should arrive; but T
think that it is of the highest import-
ance to become acquainted with the
tacts. 1have endeavoured, in selecting
the members of the Committee, in the
motion which Ipurpose putting into
your hands, to represent the various
views entertained regarding questions
of trade in this country.

My, SPEAKER—It is moved by Mr.
Mills, and seconded by Mr. McDougall,
that a Select Committee composed of
Mr. Burpee (Sunbury), Mr. Carmi-
chael, Mr. Currier, Mr. Charlton,
Mr. Dymond, Mr. Delorme, Mr. Platt,
Mr. Sinclair, Mr. Workman and
the mover, be appointed 1o enquive:
into the causes of the present financial
depression, with power to send for
persons, papers and records—to report
trom time to time?

Mr. MILLS—No.

Myr. SPEAKER—Is it the pleasure-
of the House to adopt this motion?

My, PLATT—I beg leave to move
that Mr. John Maedonald, of Toronto,
be placed on the Committee in my
stead.

Mr MILLS—I must say that Ispoke
to Mr. Macdonald, and he informed me
that he would not have time to give
the necessary attention to the matter.
I therefore asked for Mr. Platt. 1
certainly have no objections to Mr.
Macdonald being placed on the Com-
mittee.

Mr. SPEAKER-Is it the pleasure
of the House to adopt this motion ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—
I rise for the purpose of .calling the
attention of the House and of the Ad-
ministration to the purport of this
motion. My hon. friend was a little
out of order in one portion of his
speech, to which I good-naturedly
directed his notice. I have remark-
ed in some of the newspapers
of the country the statement that
a torpedo had been thrown on the
floor of this House, but certainly
my hon. friend has thrown a torpedo
today, for this amounts in every
respect to a motion to enquire into the
state of the nation, and is therefore a
motion of want of confidence in the
Administration. No matter how it is.
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~expresged, or whether advanced by a
supporter or an opponent of the Gov-
.ernmeut, the effectis the same,and it is
invariably so considered If my hon,
friend bad moved to enquire into the
best mode of promoting the interests
of trade or agriculture, this would
have been quite germain, but when he
-agks for a Committee to make enquiry
into the state of depression of the
nation, it amounts to what I have
stated. In 1826, Mr Hume made
-almost prezisely the same motion, and
although he said in his speech that he
-did not want to affect the Ministry by
his motion, it was held, considered and
treated by the House of Commons, by
the Ministry and by the Opposition,
a8 being in effect a resolution for
a vote of want of confidence. 1
am surprised also that my hon.
triend makes this motion, because it is
-as much as to say that he really does
not believe any of the causes put in
His Excellency’s mouth by his advisers
is the right one. We find in the
Speech from the Throne it is alleged
that “ the great depression which has
“ prevailed throughout neighbouring
““ countries forseveral years, and which
‘ has morerecently been felt in the old
‘ world, causing a general stagnation of
“ business, has extended to Canada and
- has scriously affected our trade.” His
Excellency has been advised to state
the canse. My hon: friend is not satis-
fied with that statement in the Speech,
-but he asks for a Committee for fur-
ther information,—a Committee em-
powered to send for persons and
papers and take evidence, in fact to
assume the power of the Government,
and to make enguiries which, I pre-
sume they, in accordance with their
duty, have already made. Rumour
says—very improperly no doubt—
that outside advisers have been called
n to consider the financial affairs of
the Government. Now, here is an
outside ad viser taking a certain ground,
—although in the Ministerial ranks, he
18 not yet on the treasury benches.
What would be the consequence of
voting tuis motion? If it passes,
it will be an assertion by the House
that we are not satisfied with the
“alleged causes of the depression, and
that we must take evidence to find out
what the causes really are. The logi-
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cal consequence of passing this motion
would be that no steps would be taken
by the Finance Minister until the com-
mittee reported. He could not bring
down the Budget, and we could not
know whether the reductions promised
in the Speech are called for at all or
not. This evidence is not for the Com-
mittee, but for the opinion of the
House and, through this House, of the
country. If we pass this motion, we
cannot approach the subject with the
Committee sitting behind our backs
collecting the evidence, before the
result of the solemn enquiry is laid
before us. In the English House of
Commons in 1826 Mr. Hume moved
“that an humble Address be pre-
“sented to His Majesty praying that
“ he will be graciously pleased to take
“into consideration the present state
“of the nation, and to direct im-
“ mediate enquiry to be made into
“the causes that have produced such
“ wide spread disasters, and that he will
“be pleased to directsuch measures to
“be adopted asshall as speedily as pos-
“gible terminate the existing embar-
“rassment.” That motion was held to
be a want of confidence motion in the
Administraton, and was treated accord-
ingly, being lost by a large majority.
Tt oceurs to me, if the Government
will say they really desire a Committee
to collect the evidence, that they can-
not collect it themselves, and that they,
like the House, require more informa-
tion, then we have nothing to say
except that the Government ought to
have collected it, and that they were
not in a position to make this state-
ment in the Speech from the Throne.
When the Finance Minister makes his
Budget speech, I have nodoubt he will
perform his duty, and prove that he
has collected information showing the
nature and causes of the distress
alluded to, and the steps which the
Ministry propose to take to alleviate
it, to make revenue and expenditure
meect and to remove the stagnation,
It secms to me this motion ought to
be postponed until after the Finance
Minister makes his Budget speech and
states all the facts on which his finan-
cial arrangements ave based. What
@ood will this report do after we have
had the Budget and considered what
reductions ov inercases are to he made
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in the taxation of the country? 1t
will be a day after the fair. It will be
closing the stable after the steed is
stolen. And, besides, I think it is an
ill-considered interference by a Minis-
terial supporter with the functions of
the Government for which we must
hold them responsible, and for which, I
have no doubt, they are prepared to
accept the entire responsibility.

Mr. YOUNG—This is, undoubtedly,
a very important question at the
present time, and I am sure the
country expected that the matter
would be brought before Parliament
at the very earliest moment. 1
have no doubt the gentlemen
on this side of the House have
abundant faith in the Government,
and know that they have considered
the question. At the same time, no
harm, but a great deal of good, can be
done by having this Committee ap-
pointed for enquiring into the true
cause of the financial depression. 1
am very much surprised at the Leader
of the Opposition taking objection to
the appointment of this Committee,
because, if I am correctly informed, he
has recently made a new departure in
politics, and come out as a Protec-
tionist instead of the Free-Trader that
I had reason to believe he was in the
past. I am of opinion that this exist-
ing commercial depression ix a very
properthing for this House to consider,
and 1 don’t' think there need be any
great delay in bringing down the
Budget or making changes in the
tarift, if such are required, on account of
the appointment of this Committee. It
can meet promptly, and very speedily
report to this House. The causes
which have led to the present financial
depression are various, but in my
humble judgment they are very easily
understood.  History shows clearly
that the commercial progress of a
country is never regular year by year,
You find three, four or five years of
great commercial expaunsion, and then
contraction follows. "That is preciscly
our position at the present time. Since
Confederation we have had four or five
years of unusual expansion in a com-
mercial way. In 1869 our total im-
ports and exports together amounted in
round numbers to $127,000,000. In
1873, four years after, they had ex-
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panded to $217,000,000, being an in—
crease of $89,000,000. We know
there had been a great influx of
capital from Great Britain for the
conslruction of railways, and as the
country could mot go on expand-
ing its commerce atthe rate of’
$22,600,000 per annum, of course
a lull was inevitable. In 1874 we
find instead of an increase of $22,-
500,000 in our trade, it had decreased
about $1,000,000, and last year there
was a decrease of over $19,000,000.
Coming after widespread over-import-
ing, over-trading and over-production,
the contraction is inevitable, as also-
many of the failures and losses which
have taken place during the past year.
No doubt our prosperity has been affec-
ted by the state ot thingsin the United
States. They have had undoubtedly
the most extended period of commer-
cial depression which that great coun-
try has ever experienced, apd it has
affected this country, especially in our
lumber interest. Then another cause
of the financial stringency is that a
large portion of our floating or business
capital (if I may so call it) has gone-
into fixed capital—that is, into rail-
ways and other public works, which
will not, for some considerable time at
least, return much interest on the in-
vestments. My hon. friend from Both-
well has also pointed out another cause
—the excess of our imports over our
exports since Confederation, but more-
particularly during the last four years.
The figures, as I recollect them, do not
quite agree with those of my hon..
friend from Bothwell, but the returns
being made up somewhat differently in
the Customs }J))epartment, they are to-
all intents and purposes similar. Not
o go. back further than 1873, the ex-
cess of imports over exports that year
was $25,000,000; the following year
$37,000,000; the next year $38,000,--
000 ; and last year $41,000,000, making
an excess of $142,000,000 in the short
space of four years. Now, I agree with
my hon. friend that the balance of
trade is not amatter very deeply affect-
ing the wealth of nations. It is possi-
Lle that a country may have ostensibly
a balance of trade against it, and yet
continue to progress in wealth and
prosperity. The very best evidence-
of this fact is to be found in our own.
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history, because we haverarely, if ever,
had the balance of trade in our favour,
and yet we have steadily grown in
wealth and prosperity. However, I
may say the ostensible balance of trade
ag given in our trade and navigation
returns, appears greater than it really is,
in consequence of the earnings of the
shipping not being included. An ad-
verse balance may be no evidence of
a nation being unprosperous, but when
it is even ostensiEly so large as $142-
000,000 in four years, as in our case, it
may trouble the country to make the
payments in the short time given to
doit. We are like a man in a solvent
position, who has bought a large stock
of good value, but finds some trouble
in paying for it; but there can be no
doubt the Dominion as a whole, though
suffering from temporary depression,
was never in a sounder or more prosper-
ous condition. The depression that hag
been talked about so much, is confined
principally to three interests—the
manufacturing, lumbering, and mer-
cantile.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—That
is every possible interest but the agri-
eultural and ccelesiastical interests.

Mr. YOUNG—It may by a wide in-
terpretation be held to have that mean-
ing, but I contend there are tradesmen
and other classes that are not necessar-
ily included under these heads.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER—Dnoes not the
bon. gentleman include the coal inte-
rest, which is a very large one in this
country as one suffering the most
severe depression at this moment ?

Mr. YOUNG—I do not intend to go
into a particular classification of every
branch of trade affected. I refer more
particularly to those interests coming
under my own notice and observation.
So far as agriculture is concerned, I
have no hesitation in saying that it
never was more prosperous than it is
at the present time. I helieve every-
body agrees with that view. We know
very well the cause of the depression
in the mercantile interest, and we
know also that they have taken the
course which is necessary to place
them in a more prosperous condition—
that is, by contraction, as my hon.
friend the Finance Minister is aware
by the decrease in imports during the
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current year. So far as our lumber in-
terests are concerned, they have also
acted with great wisdom, and tlere are
undoubtedly wise men in the neighbour-
hood of Ottawa. They decided to de-
crease the production, an:d that was the
proper course to pursue. because, in
1873, as any person looking at the
figures will see, the manufacture of
Iumber and timber in this country was
extraordinarily large, and that it
would only be under uncommon cir-
cumstances we would expect to produce
at such a rate and find a market for it.
I am also informed that we may
expect to see, before very long, a revi-
val of the lumber trade in the United
States, which is the financial market
for our lumber. So far as our manu-
facturing interests are concerned, I
am sorry to say that up to this time
there is little or no improvement, and
I take the opportunity of saying that
I regard our manufactures as one of
the most important indnstries we have
in this country. I am one of those
who have always taken an interest
in the advancement of our manu-
factures, because I believe that this
country will mnever be able to occupy
the position it ought to on this
continent unless we are a manufactur-
ing as well as an agricultural people.
We have undoubtedly a very consider-
able amount of depression existing in
this branch of industry in Canada at
the present time. The most common
reason given for this state of things
has been this—that during the last few
years a very large introduction of
American manufactures has taken
place into this country and have been
sold here at sacrificial prices. 1 have
given notice of'a motion which will, I
think, bring before the House and the
country the cxtent to which American
manufactures have been brought in
and sacrificed in our markets during
the last two or three years. 1 have
reason to believe that the extent of
these importations, however, has been
very much exaggerated. 1 have here
a statement which throws a little light
upon the subject, and I may say that——
taking the 15 per cent. and the 17§ per
cent. lists, which are nearly analogouus,
for the past two years—the excess of
manufactures brought in from the
United States in 1874 was something
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under $2,000,000, and for last year
about $1,500,000. It actually decrea-
sod last year instead of having
increased. I think, therefore, it
is3 quite apparent that it is not
the quantity of American goods which
have come into the country during
these years which is really the cause
of the depression at the present time
amongst manufacturers., The real
cause is, that during the period of pros-
perity we enjoyed, our manufacturers
expanded their operations until their
products were more than the country
could consume. I have mno doubt
whatever that that is the prime cause
of the depression which cxists amongst
them at the present moment. How-
ever, I am free to admit this—and I
desire to bring it clearly before this
House—that the goods brought into
Canada from the United States during
these years, coming at a time
when our  manufacturers were
depressed—undoubtedly tended very
much to increase the difficulties of
our manufacturers. I have no hesi-
tation in suying—Ilooking at the state
of this interest—regarding it as I do
a3 one of great importance to this
country, and feeling that the whole of
Canada is interested in seeing it re-
stored to a position of prosperity —
that it would be well if the practice of
what is called slaughtering, by the
Americans, were checked, if' that can
be done without committing this
country to a dangerous commercial
policy. Thedifficulties are serious in the
way of providing aremedy and attain-
ing the object I have referred to, with-
out getting intodifficulties. On the
one hand there is the dunger of cur
falling into an absolute protective
policy—and what I mean by that is
this: protection resorted to for the pur-
pose of protection, and not with a view
to secure arevenue. I haveno hesita-
tion in saying, thut no greater calamity
could befall thiscountry, and no worse
thing couid happen to the manufactur-
ors themselves, than that a Chinese
Wall of protection should be thrown
around Canada to entirely keep out
competition by other countries. The
effect would be thatin a very few
years we should have such a rush of
capital and lubour into these branches
of trad: that business would be com-

Mr. Youna.

[COMMONS.]

Depression.

pletely clogged, and we should see the
manunfacturing community suffering to
a far greater extent than it has ever
yet done. The true policy for Canada
is not one of ubsolute free trade or
of absolute protection. My idea is we
ought to give the manufacturers the
raw material at the cheapest possible
rate—that we ought to keep down the
cost of production to the lowest pos-
sible point. We ought to be able te
place them (the manufacturers) in such
a position that they would be able not
only to control our own markets, but
to go to the West Indies, South
America and other foreign markets
with their goods. Will any one tell
me that by shutting ourselves in to
our four million of people for customers,
we could build up large manufacturing
industries? We want to keep down
the cost of production, we want to take
a leaf out of the book of the Mother
Country, and go to foreign nations
with those manufactures, which
we have the mnecessary facili-
ties for carrying on successfully. 1
do not intend to enter into a dis-
cussion of the vexed question of free
trade and protection. Believing the
fiscal policy of the Government
should be based upon the general
principle of free trade, 1 have never
held, and do not now, that excoptional
circumstances should never be taken
into account. There is no use in den-
ving the fact that, situated as we are,
both geographically and politically, as
regards the United States, we occupy
an exceptional position; and as I stated
before, if we were able to devise a
policy to prevent what is regarded as
unfair competition in manufactures
from the United States, without being
landed into a policy of absolute Pro-
tection or a struggle of retaliatory
tariffy, it would be in the public interest
to do so. It happens that, in the case
of not afew articles with which we
have the greatest competition with the
United States, they are largely pro-
duced among ourselves. I believe it
would be possible to arrange our fiscal
policy in such a way as to prevént
what is called “slanghtering,” while
at the same time not materially in-
terfering with onr trade with Great
Britain or raising the prices of articles
to consumers in this country. If, after
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careful deliberation, it were found it
could not be done without adopting an
absolute protective or retaliatory policy
I would say :—
‘‘Better endure the ills we have
Than fly to those we know not of.”
But I believe a middle course is pos-
sible in this case. 1 have rufficient
faith in the Hon. Minister of Finance
to believe that he would be able, after
careful consideration, to draw up a
policy in the direction to which [ have
inted. I am not aware positively
whether the hon. gentleman has really
decided upon any changes in the tariff
during the present Session or not. 1
hope that the economy the Govern-
ment promised us in His Excelleney’s
Speech will be s0 extensive that very
little change will be needed so far as
the revenue is concerned. But if we
are to have the taritf altered, and
if my hon. friend can so frame his mea-
sure that some relief can be given to
manufacturers from the unfair compe-
tition of the United States, whilst he
avoids the Scylla and Charybdis I
have pointed out, he will merit, as he
will no doubt receive, the approval of
this House and the country. I hope,
8ir, that no serious objection will be
made to the appointment of the Com-
mittee which has been moved for by
my hon. friend from Bothwell in the
able spoech to which we have listened.
I think such a Committec cap do much
good, and even help the Government in
bringing down a measure which will
receive the support of all classes of the
eommunity.
Mr. IRVING—As I represent im-
ortant manutacturing interests, I may
allowed to say a few words on this
subject. I think we could meet the
difficulty my hon. friend has pointed
out as to steering between Scylla and
Charyhdis, by transplanting my hon.
friend from his present position to that
of Finance Ministér. My hon. friend
has pointed out with a great deal of
appropriateness the position of Lord
John "Russell in some cartoons in
Punch. Well, Lord John had the for-
tune to figure often in that paper. 1
remember that he was represented as
writing “ No Popery” on the wall,
and then running away. My hon.
friend has written “ Protection” on
the wall, and ran away. My hon.

[FeBruARY 16, 1876.]

3

friend has a very valuable manufactur
ing interest in his own constituency,
and T listened with all attention to as-
certain whether he was a Free-Trader
or a Protectionist. I think the country
generally is pretty well informed ofthe
cause of the commercial depression,
and T have confidence enough in theMin-
istry to think they will not require &
Committee to enlighten them on this
matter. It is patent to everybody ex-
cept, perhaps, to the philosophers.
They probably have not yet seen that
which is seen all over the country. Im
the Imperial House of Commons they
have indeed a philosopher, who unfor-
timately is blind, but in our House the
philosophers are ot only blind butdeaf.
Now, Sir, I am not disposed to encour-
age the appointment of this unneces-
sary Committee, becanse I am not sure
they will not trifie with the subject. 1
am not prepared at this late day to
refer the matter to a Committee to re-
lieve the Government from the respon-
sibility of dealing with the general dis-
tress throughout the country.

Mr. WORKMAN—When the hon.
member for Bothweil asked me to allow
my name to be placed on the Commit-
tee, I had somo hesitation in agreeing,
because I wuas of the same opinion as
the hon. member for Hamilton, wlo
has just sat down. I was of opinion
that the report that the Committee
would submic might be a foregone con-
ciusion. But he (Mr. Mills) assured
me that it would not be so, that the
utmost impartiality should prevail, and
that every information possible to be
obtained would be solicited. I there-
fore allowed my name to go on the
Committee, although my spare time is
now fully occupied with that import-
ant question—the tariff. The gentle-
men who have alrealdy spoken have
viewed the subject from a ditferent
standpoint than I should. I have just
come to thix House from the counting-
house,—from the bankers, the mer-
chants, and the manufacturers; there-
fore [ know how very groat the
depression is in those thres most im-
portant branches of the industry of
the Dominion. For the last eizhteen
months there have been a gradual
shrinking of values and curtailment of
trade, until we have now arrived at a
condition which in ferty years’ com-

Depression.



74 The Financial
mercial experience I have never seen
equalied. Wehave therefore arrived ata
point when it is very important that
the gentlemen who have charge of the
administration of the affairs of this
country should fairly look the question
in the face, and do anything and every-
thing that is in their power to remove,
ag far as possible, the causes that have
brought about this state of things. I
shall not enter particularly upon these
causes at present, but 1 know this,
that the manufactures of the country
are now in a most depressed state;
that this depression has been gradually
going on and increasing until at pre-
sent, nearly one half of all the manu-
facturing establishments in and around
the city from which I come are closed
up, and the other half are working on
half or perhaps two-thirds time. Any
number of hands have been discharged
and are idle to-day, while those who
are employed are only earning wages
of from 75 to 80 per cent. of what they
earned before. A vast amount of
misery and distress prevails round
Montreal in conscquence. Thatarises,
Sir, in some measure, I am willing to
admit, from over-production, but if' we
had only that to contend against we
could soon remove the evil. We are
living near the United States, with a
very enterprising and progressive peo-
ple, whose manufacturing interests
have within the last ten or fiftecn
¥years made marvellons strides. Dur-
ing the rebellion, wages in the United
States were high, and it was difficult to
produce goods anything like as cheaply
as now ; but since the war the
industries of ~ the country have
been  wvery progressive, and there
is mnow in the United States
manufactures an amount of money,
skill and perseverance, which if con-
tinued, will in a very short time leave
even old England in the shade. They
have adopted a policy in that country,
the results of which have been most
beneficial in building up the manufac-
turing industries there. There is a
great outery made against protection,
but if we wish to judge of its beneficial
effects we have only to look to the
United States. That country’s manu-
factures are not yet a century old, yet
look at the position they occupy in the
world to-day. They are able to send
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goods to Manchester and compete
with the manufacturers thee; they
are able to deluge our markets as well
as other countries with their goods at
prices ruinous to us. An American
manufacturer finds his stock accumau-
lating, looks over to Canada for a
market, where he slanghters them for
whatever they will bring. The conse-
quence is that there goods—even to the
small amount my friend from Waterloo
has stated—are toreed into our markets,
until the effect is disastrous to our
native industrics. I have seen it and
experienced it myselt every day. I
can tell the hon. gentlomen who are
Free-Traders in this House —and I
regret there sre a great many of
them—that ihe manafacturers’ inter-
ests, if not soon protected, with the
other industries of the country, will
suffer very much. The mercantile
interests are also very important, and
they depend for success upon the sue-
cess of the mechanie and the manufac-
turer. T have no doubt that my hon.
friend from Bothwell will prove a great
deal from figures. as figures will
prove almost anything, hut practical
experience is fur Leter than figuresor
anything else. I havehad experience,
and I speak from the experience of
every manufacturer in Lowe:r Canada.
I am happy to say that the views I en-
tertain ave m harmony with the great
majority of the people of Canada, and
they are strongly impressed with the
conviction that a certain amount of pro-
tection to our manufacturing interests
is absolutely necersary, and they look
to the Government of the day for that
protection. I hope that the Govern-
ment willgive this subiect-—beiore they
bring down their Budget—their calm
and careful consideration, for I wish to-
tell them that although they have-the
confidence aid support of a large ma-
jority of thin Honse, if they do mot -
deal with this question in a fair,
straightforward and candid manner,.
they will lose theYmpnort of their best
friends. My hon. friend from South
Waterloo has stated that he did
not wish to sec theintroduction of any
dangerouns comiercial policy into this
country; by ihat I suppose he meant
protection to onr manrufictures. I-do
not conceive that this is a dangerous
policy. T think it is a poliey that wilk
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tend to build up our Dominion and

lace it in the proud position which the
%nited States occupies to-day as a
manufacturing country. There has
been a very large amount of money
invested in the manufactures of Can-
ada, and that capital, I regret to say,
is almost unproductive. Some of the
largest capitalists were induced to
invest very heavily, and what is the
result 2 Their manufactories are
nearly all closed up, or, if working,
theirretarns are nil. 1am quite willing
to serve on the Committee which the
hon. member for Bothwell has moved
for. He is at least assured, that gentle-
men of my opinion, although differing
from him on this point, will take partin
obtaining the required statistics, and
the report when hereafter submitted 1o
this House will not be a partial or one-
sided affair.

Mr. DYMOND—I will follow the
example of the mover of the resolu-
tion, and not discuss those subjects
which will more properly come before
the Committee itself, as I find that he
has done me the honour to place my
name upon the list of its members;
but I rise to make an observation or
iwo with reference to the remarks
of the hon. gentleman opposite. I
should have thought that the right
hon. gentleman, so far from blaming
my hon. friend from Bothwell for the
course which he has taken, would have
been grateful to him for doing that
which he should certainly have done
himself. The right hon. gentleman
has delivered during the last two
months a succession of speeches; his
friends have thought them brilliant;
but his opponents might have given
them a very different designation.
The right hon. gentleman has insinu-
ated that the Government of the day
are responsible more or less for the
prevailing distress ; and we are told
he is still leader of a great party—he
18 at all events the leader of a very
respectable minority in this House.
The hon. gentleman when he came
down here, I presumed, would have
forthwith flown to the Clerk’s Office
with a notice of motion for a Commit-
tee to prove the allegations he had
been making so frequently before the
House met, but he has failed to do so. I

think that we might very properly have
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had some enquiries into scveral of
the allegations he has made. For
instance, there was the statement that
the weevil came in with the Gurits,
Well, Sir, he might have thought
proper to have an enquiry as (o
whether that was true, or whether the
non-existence of the weevil at the
present time had been due to the fact
that the Grits and the weevil did not
agree togother. Ile also said something
about the evil doings of the present
Government with reference to banks,
and made a positive allegations; that
they had tampered with these institu-
tions for corrupt purposes, hut to one
of the patriotic members on this side
of the House it has been left to de
that which the right hon. gentleman
does not seem to take upon himsell to
do, although so alarming an allegation
struck completely at the basis of our
confidence in the Administration that
we had a right to expect he would
malke such a motion, in order that we -
might know - not whether what he said
was true or false from his point of view,
but whether he spoke on that point, as
I must assume in courtesy he does on
all occasions, with a special sense of his
responsibility as a member of this
House and Leader of its Opposition.
But, Sir, the right hon. gentleman
was wrong with regard to the state-
ment of facts only occurring so far
back as a week ago, and of course
it he 18 mnot correct with refer-
ence to what happened a week
since, he may not be accurate with
respect to the weevil, or what the
Government of the day is supposed to
have done in 1872 or 1874. Now, Sir,
the subject-matter of my hon. friend’s
enquiry—the cause of this depression
—is not alluded to in His Excellency’s
Speech from the Throne, in which no
intimation is given to wus as to how it
comes to pass that depression exists
at the present time. The Speech con-
tains the statement that there is de-
pression ; and my hon. friend is per-
fectly logical in asking for a Commit-
tee of this House to ascertain how this
depression has come to pass. What His
Excellency said was this—in the third
paragraph—“ The great depression
“which has prevailed throughout the
“neighbouring country for several
“years, and which has more recently
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“been felt inthe Old World causing
“ general  stagnation of business,
“ hag extended to Canada, and
“has seriously affected our trade.
“ At the same time we have reason
“to be gratified for an abundant har-
¢ vyest.” The depression is regretted,
and once more reference is made to it
in these words :— ¢ The accounts for the
¢ past and the estimates for the next
“finaneial year will be laid before you.
“The estimates have been framed with
‘every possible economy consistent
“ with the public interests. Iregret that
“‘the depression of trade, to which T have
“ alluded, has seriously affected the
‘“revenue.” Now, Sir, here are two state-
ments—one that there is depression,and
the other that the depression has
affected the revenue. Well, we do not
require an allusion to this fact in the
first portion ofthe Specch from Mis
Excellency to he aware of its existence,
for we alrea:lv know it, and with rela-
tion to the etfect on the revenue, 1
have no doubt that at an early day we
shall have had this melancholy inform-
ation from my hon. friend the Finance
Minister ; but, Sir, there is not single
statement in the Speech which at all
anticipates the motion of my hon.
friend. We are, however, told that
British precedent is against us with re-
gard to the appointment of such a
‘Committee. Ido not know that the
naming of & Committec to enquire into
the causes of the depression in trado
necessarily involves an enguiry into
the state of the nation, because the con-
dition of trade, of course, is a question
applying only to a portion of the
nation; and although it is quite troe
that Mr. Hume's Committee pointed
apecificully to prevailing distress, this
may have arisen from a great number
of causes. It may have been due to
mis-government ; and it had, in point
of fact, arisen from a century of mis-
government, or to causes of a teinporary
nature relating to the administration
of affairs. Long after 1840, enquiries
were had into the mis-muanagement,
for instance, of the army showing
the influences which were at work,
and which had a most unglorious effect
upon the interests of the whole country,
involving an enormous outlay of money
and an enormons sacrifice of life ; but,
8ir, 1 pre+ume thait,even supposing that
Mr. Dyaoxp. '
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British precedent, quoted by the right
hon. gentleman, is against us, we are at
liberty so refer to precedents of our
own, and I find that only two years
ago, at the very moment my hon.
friend was framing a policy with
respect to the tariff, involving very
important fiscal changes, this House
granted an enquiry—and for what pur-
pose ? To enquire into the state of
the manufacturing interests—a parlia-
mentary mode of saying that we were
to make an investigation into the ques-
tion of the increase of the tariff. My
hon. friend from Hamilton, I am sure,
will bear me out when I say that the
distinct object of that Committee was
to show that an increase in the tariff
was necessary, and concurrent with its
sittings, which were protracted during
nearly the whole of the then Ses-
sion, my hon. friend the Finance
Minister was carrying through this
House an Aet of Parliament which
was in accordance, to some very limited
extent, with the views of my hon.
friend opposite. No objection  was
made to this increasc being granted;
and I am not aware, Sir, that by the
action of that Committee, if it ever
had any result at all, the Constitution
was put in danger. It had, Sir, how-
ever, one beneficial etfect—for I noticed
that when my hon. friend, the Chair-
man of that Committee, was running
tor Hamilton, he took credit for the in-
crease in the revenue, as a consequence
of their investigation into the subject;
and I believe, Sir, that his majority in
Hamilton was very greatly increased
owing to these representations, although
if I had happened to have been in
Hamilton I would have had to correct
him on that point. -

Mr. IRVING—The majority wag de-
creased because the rate was not put
up higher. )

Mr. DYMOND—Then we have one
member. for Hamilton contradicting
the other member ; becanse I remem-
ber, I think, that my hon. friend, now
the junior member, congratulated the
Finance Minister in 1874 upon the
fact that he had adopted a somewhat
protective policy. :

Mr. WOOD—He had taken a step’
in the right direction, but he bad not
gone far enough.
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Mr. DYMOND—He went quite far
enough for some people at any rate.
There is another point. [ would
just submit to the House as a reason
for the appointment of this Committee,
that it is excedingly difficult to obtain
from any sources at our command,
anything like an authoritative state-
ment of what is the state of public
opinion on this subject. Now, Sir,
everybody who wants an increase in
the tarifi comes down to the Finance
Minister, while those who do not want
it stay away; but I have no doubt
that if' we were to poll the country at
the present time — particularly the
agricultural population, which is our

reatest interest after all—and our

iends from the Maritime Provinces,
with a great many of our friendsin Onta-
rio—and notwithstanding what my hon.
friend from Montreal says, I hope many
from Quebec also—-we should find a large
majority probably opposed to protec-
tion. Well, Sir, we look then for light
on this subject to the meetings of com-
mercial men, and we find them to
be almost equally contradictory. In
connection with the Dominion Boards
of Trade, which have been sometimes
mentioned with disrespect, althongh I
consider they are justly entitled to that
amount of respect whichis due to thirty
orforty gentlemen having particularin-
terests at stake when they come to-
gether and discuss questions from their
own point of view—we observe pro-
gressive changes in their line of action.
Now my hon. friend from Montreal
will not, T am sure, be offended if I
quote as a high authority upon. the

views of the Board of Trade—I think |

as recently as 1873 — a gentleman
‘whom he had the honour of defeating
only a few weeks since. A resolution
proposed by Mr. Thomas White, Jr.,
in that year, concludes thus:—¢ That
“this Board of Trade is further of
‘“ opinion that permanence in the fiscal
“ policy of the country is most import-
“ant, alike to its commeorce and its
“ mhnufactures’—at that time we
had a fifteen per cent tariff—* and
“that no change should be made in
“ the tariff not demanded by the abso-
“ lute necessities of the revenue.” That
was the opinion of the gentleman who
is held in the highest estecm by his
friends opposite, who was tlic tecipient
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lately of a dinner, and who had in ad-
dition to the dinner the delight, the
intellectual treat, of listening to the
speech to which I have already refer-
red, and whose name, I suppose, will go
down embalmed in Conservative his-
tory in connection with that remark-
able utterance. Well, Sir, we have
progressed, it seems, - since that time ;
because a year afterwards the same
gentleman appears to have proposed
something of this sort:—*That in the
‘“opinion of this Board the principle of
‘“protection to the manufacturing inter-
‘“ests of the country should be embodied
“in such a revision of the tariff, so far
‘“as the same can be carried out consist-
“ently with the commercial and rev-
“enue requircments of the country.” In
1873, we were to have a tariff for revenue
purposes only; but in 1874 we were to
embody in the tariff the principles of
protection. Now it may be saig that
opinions alter, that things have got
worse, and that Canada was made, to use
a common and popular phrase now-
a-days, the slaughter mavket of the
Americans. But a wise man and a
great statesman, the hope of the Con

gervative party, must have been aware
in 1873 of what was coming to pass, and
I will not insult the gentleman by sup-
posing that he had not all the pres-
cience, all the wisdom, and all the
foresight that his friends expect of him
and give him credit for. I am bound
to suppose, therefore, that he really
believed, in 1873, that we only wanted
a revenue tariff; and that in 1874, by
some strange change of ideas, but
without any real alteration in the situ-
ation which he could not. have fore-
seen, he came out as a Protectionist,
and demanded that we should embody
in our tariff the principle of protec-
tion. Matters have, however, gone
further since that date; for when, in
the present year, the Board of Trade
met together, they asked, not for
incidental . protection, and not sim-
ply protection for infant industries,
but they demanded absolute pro-
tection and a retaliatory tariff;
they asked that to which my hon.
friend from Waterloo alluded when he
said that with regard tocertain articles
which are prejudiced by American
manufactures, it was desired to build
up a Chinese Wall around us. Well,

Depression.
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~ Bir, that may be right and fair, but as
I am going to it on this Committee
of the House if granted, and desire to
act as an impartial judge in this matter,
I shall not say a single thing as to

whether the one policy be right or

the other poliey be right. Again,
I come back to this point. Hereis a
divergence of opinion between wise
men and men having the same inter-
ests, and a divergence of statement, if
not of opinion, among those who are
regarded as the exponents of the opin-
jons of large numbers of their fellow
countrymen, not only Conservatives
but Reformers; and it must be exceed-
ingly difficult for any Government,
ag it is for any individual, to
ascertain what is the truth touching
this matter. Here, too, is the great
manufacturing interest crying out for
relief. Well, Sir, I am not very
much surprised after all to find that
the right hon. gentleman opposite
should have thrown cold water on this
-enquiry, for there was a time when, ithe
had all the prescience he is creditd with
and if he had kept the pledge he made
on the hustings, he would have done
something to avert the state of things
which everyone saw was impending—
that is, if protection could have averted
it. In 1872 the right hon. gentleman
stumped the country as the friend of
the manufacturers, and when he
went to convert the people of Hamil-
ton and of Toronto, or other great
manufacturing cities, to his views, he
told them that there must soon be a
re-adjustment of the tariff, and of course
the interests of the manufacturers
would be considered; and we all know
‘what the interests of the manufacturers
from their point of view meant. He
went, besides, a little further, and in
Oﬁ)position to a former member of this

ouse, and in favour of the eandidate
whom he was supporting, I remember
that he held up to contumely and
scorn men like my hon. friend from
Montreal Centre, and my hon. friend
from Centre Toronto, before the
elections, as caterpillars;, and said
that merchants simply preyed upon
the vest of the community. He
then espoused the cause of the manu-
facturer, but we know, Sir, thatnothing
was done in 1873, and we had no
pledge of a new tariff in the

Mr. DyMoND.
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manufacturing interest, when the
House met at the end of that
year. Possibly the hon. gentleman
had then heard his doom, and thought
that, after all, it was not worth his
while to take any action. We heard
nothing of the kind from the right hon.
gentleman when in Oppositionin 1874;
but the hon. gentleman who sits next
to him attacked my hon. friend for
increasing the tariff, using every argu-
ment that these figures, which my hon.
friend from Montreal Centre says can
prove anything—and never was there a
truer saying with reference to the hon.
gentleman opposite—could supply,
mlxed—I would not say cooked,
because that would be unparliamentary
—and confused together to show that
it was a wrong thing to give our
suffering manufacturers an additional
two and one-half per cent.  Well, Sir,
last year the Government asked us for
$30,000 in order to assist the manufac-
turers of this country, the great pro-
dueing elass, to advertise their goods
at the Philadelphia Exhibition, and
I remember that the right hon. gentle-
man, although I think that he did not
divide the House, opposed it. Iamnot
very much surprised after that to find,
in spite of all his fondness for the
manufacturers when their votes are
wanted, and all his interest for the
labouring classes, when they were
invited to vote for my hon. friend for
West Toronto, on somewhat similar
grounds, and in spite of all the universal
benevolence which he has felt for
every one in this world, not excluding
himself, that he entertains the secret
conviction that the attempt to im-
port into this country a protective
tariff would place him in the absurd
position he occupied in 1871, of repeal-
ing at the end of twelve months what
hehad passed a year before. As to what
is the true position of affairs, it will be
for this Committee to enquire. I hope
that we shall lift the vight hon.
gentleman and his friends out of a

‘difficulty by means of this Committee.

I trust that we shall be able to present
to the House a fair and important
statement of facts relating to late
events, and that while we canndt
expect that the financial arrangements
shall be suspended at the present time,
any more than they were in 1874,
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until we make a report, the evidence
we collect will enable us on all future
occasions to discuss the question of the
tariff, and any similar measures
-affecting the great interests of the
country with ecalmness and deliberation,
and with more information than at
all times we are able to bring to
bear at present on these subjects.

Mr. WOOD—I do not intend to
discuss the question of the Tariff at
present. I think the commercial
‘men of this country have a right
to be thankful to the hon. gentle-
man for the anxiety he is manifest-
ing in their interest. If the hon.
gentleman, instead of asking for a
‘Committee, would go among the manu-
facturers of this country, he would get
all the information he requires before
the end of the wession. If he goes to
the hon. member for South Leeds and
asks why his manufactory is closed, he
would learn that the country is flooded
with American manufactures, which
.are sold at prices that render com-
petition impossible. If he goes to the
hon. member for Cornwall and asks
why the cotton factory there is idle, he
will find that it is because they cannot
compete with American cottons. Is
the hon. gentleman aware that the
Americans are sending furniture into
Hamilton and other Canadian cities
and having it auctioned for what it
will bring? And this is not confined
to furniture, but in almost every class
of goods manufactured in the United
States it is the same. I ask the hon.
gentleman why it is, if that country
has been protected to death, as he says
it has, that its manufactures are taking
the place of English goods? In 1872
we imported from the United States
of eabinet-ware or furniture, $122,070;
in 1873, $220,497; in 1874, $311,476;
and in 1875, $328,636. And yet this
-does not represent the amount of fur-
niture coming into the country. The
increase is not shown by the values,
because there has been a large re-
duction in prices. A person going to
the United States to buy furniture is
given a certain price; but when he says
“I want to take it to Canada,” the
manufacturer will take off 25 per cent.
I am speaking now simply of the im-
portations from the United States. The
imports of cotton into Canada in 1872
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amounted to $525,709; in 1873, to
$491,804; in 1874 to $905,894; and in
1875, to $1,350,308—showing that the
manufacturers of the United Stutes,
protected as they have been, are able
to drive their English competitors out
of our markets, aided though
the Jatter have been by large capital
and the best machinery. How can
we expect, with our infant manu-
factures, to compete with them ?  Are
we to be told by hon. gentlemen on the
opposite side of the House that we
must import all our goods and not
manufacture what we can for ourselves?
Have we got no patriotism ? Shall we
drive our manufacturing population
away from the country to find work
in the States? In the articles of
spades, shovels, ete., in which the hon.
member for Leeds is engaged in, we
imported from the United States in
1872, $56,000; 1873, 864,547 ; 1874,

Depression.

880,494, and in 1875, $114,115, show-

ing a continual increase. In fact the
American manufacturers are doing
everything they can to crush out of
existence our manufacturing industries.
In manufactures of wood we im-
ported from the United States, $273,
890 in 1872; $395,367 in 1873, and
$454,68f2 in 1874. In spikes, nails
and brads, $55,693 in 1872; $113,092
in 1873; $139,442 in 1874, and $232,
390 in 1875. In stoves and all other
iron castings, $149,364 in 1872; $27-
5,665 in 1873, and $360,503 in 1874.
In manufactures of hardware—and I

‘am now referring to Ontario only—we

imported in 1872 from England,
$1,719,000; from the United States,
$1,350,000; in 1873, from England,
$1,917,000; from the United States,
$1,665,000 ; in 1874, from England,
$1,527,442; from the United States,
$2,043,179; in 1875, from England,
$1,527,000; from the United States,
$2,201,000. So here we have evidence
of the utility of protection, which
enables the United States to manufac-
ture 50 cheaply as to drive out English
goods from this country. In bar-ron,
Ontario imported fromEngland $175,-
324; from the United States, $438,738.
In the article of pig-iron, Ontario
imported from England only 266 tons,
valued at $6,758, while from the
United States we received 20,000 tons,
worth $502,345. There are other
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articles T might ennumerate, but T wish
to refer to the balance oftrade which the
hon. member for Bothwell spoke of.
From his description of the subject, we
must come to the conclusion that the
more a person spends the richer hois, 1
would like to read an extract from the

n of one of the ablest men ofhis day
—the late Horace Greeley—who under-
stood this question thoroughly. This
is not a hundred years old, like the
extract read by the hon. member from
Bothwell. It is as follows:

« But the fact that there is such a balance
is put beyond doubt by the rates of ex-
change, the movement of specie and stocks,
and the negociation of loans. If we were

ying Europe in our products (including
California gold) for the goods we are buying
of her, we should not be sending stocks to
London for sale at the rate of millions per
month, and sending agents thither to nego-
ciate the sale of Rsilway bonds, State bonds,
County or City bonds, and every possible
manufacture of paper, which implies pay-
ment with interest by-and-by for forcign
products eaten, drank and worn out by our
people to-day. The correctness of the state-
ment is undeniable, that as a people, we are
runnivg rapidly and heavily in debt to
Europe, and mortgaging the earnings of
our children to pay it off, And the excuse
that we are building railroads, &c., does not
avail us. Europe is also building railroads;
Great Britain is chequered with them; but
she does not owe their cost to the capitalists
of other countries, because her people pro-
duce more than they consume, sell more
than they buy, as ours do not. We have
labour enough starding idle from month to
month, and anxiously leoking !or employ-
ment to make all the iron, cloth, wares, &c.,
for which we arc running giddily in debt to
foreign capitalists; yet our Free-Trade
policy tends to keep that labour idle and
run our country deeper and deeper in
debt for the fabrics we ought to produce.
Can this be right ?”

I shall not trouble the House any
further with remarks on this subject.
When the question of protection per se
comes up, as I presume it will on the
taritf, I think the hon. gentlemen on
this side of the House will be prepared
to discuss it on its merits. .

Mr. KIRKPATRICK—I would not
have been tempted to enter into this
discussion if it had not been for the
wonderfully dignified way in which the
hon. member for North York, who
admits he is a novice in Canadian poli-
tics, undertook to speak of a gentlemar
who had not an opportunity to reply
to him. He did not tell us anything

Mr. Woon.
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of the causes which led to the present.
discontent in the country, but if we-
could glean anything from that speech
the canse is the absence of the right.
hon. member for Kingston from the
Government of the country. I do not
intend to follow him on that part of his
speech. The remarks of the hon. mem-
ber for North York are weli known to
us all. They are but a rehash of stale
editorials. He might have saved the
House the trouble of listening to him
if hoe had simply done like the man
who, instead of saying his prayers,
pointed to the printed formula and

said, “ them are my sentiments.” If
the hon. gentleman had taken a file of
the leading Government newspaper
of the country, and said “them are
my sentiments,” it wouid have been

enough. While he had a right to refer
to the right hon. member for Kingston,
he had no right to speak ofanother gent-
leman whose remarks and opinions

have nothing to do with the discussions
of this House. It was neither fair nor
manly to criticize the remarks of the

gentleman who opposed the hon. mem-

ber for Montreal West.

Mr. DYMOND—I made no mention
of that gentleman’s speeches. I quoted
from the published resolutions of the
Dominion Board of Trade, circulated
by that body for the information of the
public from year to year.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK —He quoted
the opinions of Mr. White, who is not
in a position to reply to him in this
House. I guarantee thig—if the hon.
member for North York chooses his
subject and any platform he likes in
the country, that gentleman will meet
him and discuss the affairs of this coun-
try with as much ability, as much
intelligence, and with much more satis-
faction to his audience than the hon.
member who has assailed him. The
hon. member for Montreal West says
he goes on that Committee on . the
understanding that the report is not to
be a foregone conclusion. I would like
to know if he does not think from the
speech of the hon. member for North
York that his opinion is a foregone
conclusion ? The hon. member for
South Waterloo, iv a very glib man-
ner, tells, us he knew all the causes
of the present discontent and dis-
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tress, and it was perfectly unneces-
sary to appoint this Committee.
It is only necessary to summon
him to learn all aboat it. The
hon. member says these periods
of depression happen periodically ; they
had “happened before and therefore
must happen again. Like Newton or
Galileo observing the regularity of'the
solar system, he regards it as inevi-
table, and therefore we should do
nothing but sit still and see the coun-
try struck by the wave of depression.
The hon. member told us something
about Scyllaand Charybdis, and gave us
to understand that he could effectually
#ail the bark between these two rocks.

Mr. YOUNG-—QOh, no!

Mr. KIRKPATRICK— Well, no
wmatter. He told us that the other
eause of the depression was over-im-
portataion, and he quoted some tigures
in reference to this. 1 should like to
eall the attention of the House to the
fact that figures are not at all times
to be relied upon, as my hon,
friend the Finance Minister will be
able to tell wuws. In the figures
with reference to the expenditure of
the firet six months of the tinancial
year, published in the Official Gazette
—a fact to which I should like to direct
the attention of the Finance Minister
—a discrepancy of $2,000,000 occurs
when compared with the amended re-
turn down to date. This circumstance
warrants me in reminding my hon,
friend that perhaps the returns he has
found in the Blue Books are equally erro-
neous, and cannot be relied upon alto-
gether. This question of over importa-
tion may be looked at in another way.
Upon examining the returne it will be
found there was an increase in  he
imports of dry goods, silks, &. Now,
we may blink at the fact as' we like,
but it 18 known that a great quantity
of these goods 8 through Canada
into the United States and are not con-
sumed in this country. When that
fact is taken into consideration, it will
be understood that the imports to Ca-
nada are not 80 great as my hon. friend
would make us think. e were told
that only three interests were suffering
from depression. My hon. friend al-
luded to four interests, and I may

mention another, that of shipping,-

6
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which has not been in such a depressed
condition for years as at present. Ship-
owners and others are looking to the
Government forsome measuretorevive
it, and I hope they do not lock in vain.
The hon. member for Montreal West
(Mr. Workman) has told us that he
was 80 buxrily engaged on the tariff as
to give the Finance Minister very little
to do, and it this Committee isx granted
would it not, under the circunmstances,
be better to place the office of Finance
Minister in commission ? What use is
he if we have to appoint a Committee
to collect facts and tigures which I am
sure, from his known ability and in-
dustry, he has already obtained ?

Mr. THOMSON, (Welland)—It oc-
curs to me that when a man is
sick 1t is better to get him well
tirst, and  then discuss the process
by which he is to be kept trom
relapsing.  This punic was brought
about by natural causes, such as over-
trading. It is gradually disappearing,
and when trade gets back into a
wholesome condition will be the
proper time to discuss the causes of our
commercial ailment. I think it was
Lincoln who said that it was “no time
toswap horses when we are swimming
for life across the river,” and that
remark applies to. our present
condition. Kntering upon this discussion
here on principles of detail, it occurs to
me, is beneath the dignity of this
House, which i8 not a trade establish-
ment, a house of merchants, manufac-
turers or agriculturists, but a House
to make laws for those interests in the
aggregate. 'We have to decide upon
great general principles and make laws
which will do justice to all. 1 take
%round at once as a thorough Free-

rader. I object to doing one wrong te
prevent another; two wrongs will
never make a right, . If the principles
upon which trade and commerce in
this  country are based make
free-trade impossible, it is mnot
reasonable or  proper to try and
remedy matters by adopting a wrong
principle ; but if' this House legislates
in perfect harmony with the laws of
nature, free-trade must be possible.
We ought to have education and
intelligence enough to find out a
process by which we can secure chea
goods, prosperity, and free-trade wit
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tho rest’ of the world. As long asl
am a Liberal politician, I must be a
Free-Trader, but we cannot have free-
trade unless other things are free—
nnless we  have free minds. Is it
necessary to retain that wrong principle
of dear money ? Is it pecoessary to
establish ihat principle which malkes
trade exponsive and ulmost impossible ?
Isay no. It is the daty of this House
to make money cheapor. There is no
manufacturer, no process of human
industry which will not be ruined by 7, 8
and 10 per cent interest; it is only a
question of time. It is ruining the
United States, which owes over
$7,000,000,000, while the assessment
is $1,400,000,000. That country has
grown by immigration, by its climate
and soil, and liberal principles of
Government—it has grown in spite
of those conditions. In the United
States to-day, in England, and in Cana-
da, I hope, therearc a great many men
struggling for tree ftrade and free
money. Aud aile we going to throw cold
water on their cnergies by saying that
this free, rich country of Canada is
retrograding und adopting principles
which ar. obsolete 7 The great diffi-
culty in Canada, as in England and the
United States, is that the servant is
governing the master—that the work-
ing intercsts are governing the indus-
trial interests of the country; and until
this thing is chunged we shall always
have panics, which will grow worse
every time. It is no businesss of ours
whether the merchants fail or hot;
they are mere speculators, buyers and
sellers, the mere agents of the interests
of the country. We should not stul-
tify the agricultural, mechanical and
other interests for the purpose
of supporting their speculations and
amending the difficulties they have
created by their speculative ideas.
They talk about the United States
sending goods here to slaughter in our
market. England does the same thing ;
she sends her surplus goods to New
York, &e. Why, we sell oil at home for
30 cents per gallonand send it out and
sell it for 15 cents. Everybody acts

on this principle. The great evil,
as I before said, consists of the

money system, which ought to rest
on the good faith of the nation. The

people owing it should make it, and it ‘

Mr. TrHOMSON.
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should be the duty of the Government to
regulate it. When that time arrives
money will be the rule instead of the
exception; at present credit is the
rule and money the exception.

A system based upon ready money is
honest,and asystem founded upon credit
is dishonest. The whole of the panic to
which we have been subjected, has
related to the mercantile portion of
the community ; for in point of fact
the farmersin Upper Canada are as well
offas ever; and if every merchant in the
country were to fail, it would not atall
impoverish the agricultural classes.
But if the grasshopper or the drought
came to Canada and destroyed twenty
or fifty per cent. of the agricultural
productions, the entire country would
suffer. 1 believe in free-trade—and
in direct taxation, which would be
levied, if in existence amongst us at
the present moment, at the rate
of $6 per head. A labouring man
who earos at least $300 per annum,
probably expends 8200, paying in
reality on his purchases a duty
amounting to about 850, while, under
the system of direct -tauxation, he
would not be required to contribute
more than $5 or $5 per annum to
the revenue. The result of the pres-
ent state of things 'in this re-
lation is that the country is in-
conveniently and very heavily taxed,
and the system is a bar to the success
of the lower strata of society, while
direct taxation gives these classes a
chance, and enhances the prosperity of
the people. 1 hear that there is a
deficit ; well, suppose that there be a
deficiency of a few millions of dellars
during the present year, it is. simply
due to this condition of affairs, and 16
is useless to attempt to recover this
loss by means of additional taxation at
the present time, although I will likely
support any measure the Finance
Minister may bring down. I hope
tha} trade will not be disturbed, and
changes in the tariff even affect
traders; and I trust thai the tariff will
be let alone, in which event, a surplus
making up for the existing deficit will |
be secured. I imagined that we
had obtained a satisfactory tariff -
last year, though I did not examine it
very eavefully, and I consider thatif the
preseut  conditions be  continued—
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instead of a deficit, we will have a sur- |
plus during next year, or at all events |

within a short period. I strongly
deprecate any change in the tariff,
gnless it be for the introduction of
free-trade and free money. I would

rather hear this subjoet discussed in |

the House, than in a Commitiee com-
posed wholly of extreme or incidental
rotectionists.

Mr. MACDONALD (Torontn)—I
was a good deal amused, Mr. Speaker,
by the remarks of the hon. member for
Welland. He said this was a House
in which in the interests of all were to
be protected, and yet, in the same
breath, he announced himself as a Free-
"Trader—which means the extinguish-
ment of all the capital that every
manutfacturer has  invested
country. I intend in the discussion of
this question to keep in my mind
simultaneously three thoughts the
manutacturerysthe consumer, and the re-
venue,and if' I do fairness to the one I am
bound to do equal fairness to the other.
It is perhaps due to the House that 1
should say & word or two as the hon.
member for Bothwell did me the honour
to ask me to sit on the Committee. It
is some years since I sat in this House,
and I must confess that from last time
to this, I have not been reading the
debates or looking up parHamentary
figures. But certain Blue Books have
been placed on the table since I entered
the House this time, from which I have
collected certain figures and have en-
deavoured to reach rational conclusions.
I find that in 1868 the imports from
all sources amounted to $73,459,644,
and five years afterwards those imports
had grown to $128,000,000. Is there
any cause for enquiry with such an
exhibit as that ?

If I am rightly informed the increase
in the population, as taken in the de-
cennial census of 1871, was about 12

er cent. 1have here, then, a lapse of

ve years only. Now, if I assume for
the purpose of putting this case before
the House that the increase during the
next decade will be 15 per cent,
we have then an increase in these five
years of seven and a half’ per cent., an
increase of imports of 75 percent. No

country in the world but Canada could-

have stood such an enormous strain,
and no better proof of the wonderful
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elaaticity of the country could be pro-
duced thanthat it could maintain such
astrain without injury toits credit. Sev-
eral gentlemen who have preceded me
have stated that American goods have
been slaughtered in this country. That
may be right. I don’t pretend to
express an opinion about branches of
trade that I know nothing about, but I
have reason to believe that American
and other manufactures are not
glaughtered in this country. My
reason for making this statement is
this : that the large houses of the
United States publish their prices, and
no man, no matter what his wealth or
influence, or what country he comes
from, can buy them cheaper than the

rice list. In certain places in the

nited States goods are sold cash
before delivery. The fact ix that
silently there is a work going on that
has been unobserved. Any man that
takes the trouble to carefully look at
the following figures will be astonished
at the result. Take from 1872 to 1875,
and the result is startling :

Comparative statement of the im-
ports into Canada from Great Britain
and the United States, for the financial
years 1872-73, and 1874-75 :—

1873-74. 1874775
Cigars— Value. Value
Great Britain, $ 37,378 $ 20,732
United States, 104,221 204,757
Meats of various kinds—
Great Britain, 1,584 5,785
United States, 909,535 1,7'6,485
Cabinet Ware— ‘
Great Britain, 19,808 18,981
United States, 122,070 326,536

Coach and Harness Furniture—

Great Britain, 50,941 45,425

United States, #9365 96,834
Lard—

Great Britain, 2,328 T4

United States, 36,027 335,401
China Ware—

Great Britain, 531,397 496,788

United States, 29,970 43,417
Gunpowder—

Great Britain, 40,127 33,563

United States, 18372 29,585
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Hardware, Spades, Shovels, &c¢.—
Great Britain, 31,398 37,208
United States, 56,669 114,115

Spikes, Nails, Brads, &c—
Great Britain, 94,015
United States, 55,693

Manufactures of Iron—
Great Britain, 1,719,629
United States, 1,360,509

Leather-—

66,036
232,590

1,517,913
2,201,446

Great Britain, 195,382 119,830

United States, 103,208 127,901
Sheep, Calf, Chamois Skins—-

Great Britain, 23,972 95,965

United States, 18,502 47,460
Manufactures of Marble—

Great Britain, 19,345 22,090

United States, 27,459 60,238
Manufactores of Leather—

Great Britain, 241,688 202,589

United States, 67,349 100,459
Boots and Shoes—

Great Britain, 142,709 = 68,954

United States, 122,359 168,803
Harness and Saddlery—

Great Britain, 21,958 24,930

Upnited States, 23,958 53,083
Manufactures of Wood—

Great Britain 9,611 12,005

United States, 273,890 424,624
Paper—

Groat Britain, 196,916 188114

United States, 91,399 - 243,825

Here are facts 1 wishj to bring before
the House, that while the importations
from Great Britain have been steadily
declining, those from the United
States have been as steadily increasing.
Take the time between 1872 and 1875,
and imports from Great Britain have
decreased three millions, while the im-

orte from the United States have
increased fifteen millions. Go further
back and take the imports from 1868,
and you will find that the increase of
imports from the United States during
that period is nearly twenty-two
millions.  These quotations are very
significant 1 don’t pretend to wsay
w%at they point to.,gNo gentleman
in this House, or in the country,
mo matter what hisT commercial

Mr. MACDONALD.
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ability is, can tell what they point.
to. {can only say if the same facili--
ties for obtaning money were
afforded in the United States that
are atforded in Great Britain, these
figures would be so changed in six
monthe, that they would astound every
man on the floor of this House. When
the time comes for this debate T shall
be able to show the causes which have
led to this wonderful excess of im-
portation. 1 hold that the slaughter
has come from Great Britain; I hold
that the over production has been
due to the cheapness of credit obtained
in Great Britain; I hold that it
is  the excess of the goods of
Great Britain thrown on our markets

|| that bhas paralyzed our manufactures,

and that the depression of trade has
not been the result of the tariff, but
of the injudicious use of credit and
lack of business ability. While it
shall be my duty to do everything that
I think right for the manufacturers to-
have, and for the manufacturers to ask,
I will also hold it to be my duty to
guard the interests of the consumer and
pay due deference to the revenue of the
country, and to the suitable protection
of those energetic men who have in-
vested their means to develop the
resources of the country, I think if
we were to utilize the markets in the
British Islands in the West Indies we
would have another outlet for our sur-
plus manufactures.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT — My
right hon. friend from Kingston op-
poses the moétion of my hon. friend
from Bothwell because he alleges that
his motion i8 to enquire into the state
of the nation; but he will. remember:
that during his own reign he 'had no
objection to any number of Committees
of a similar character. -No longer ago -
than in 1873 the right hon. gentleman
consented to a Committee to report on
the extent and condition of the manu-
factures of the Dominion.

SirJOHN A. MACDONALD—Hear,
hear,

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT—To all
intents and purposes that is the objeot
of my hon. friend from Bothwell.

Hon. Gentlemen—No t

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT—By the
terms of his motion he did not propase -
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to equire into the state of the nation,

but into the causes of the depression of |

trade, and the financial distress affect-
ing a certain portion of the nation
Our records are full of motions similar
to all intentr and purposes, and I
have not the slightest doubt if it is the
opinion of the House that this Com-
mittee should be appointed, it should
be granted in the shape the re-
solution has recommended. Still,
I beg to say that there is really no
difference whatever between a Com-
mittee to enquire tnto the condition of
the community, and the commission
alluded to in his remarks. 1 am not
going into a general discussion of the
policy of the (xzovernment at this time.
I will simply say that the right hon.
gentleman will find at the proper tine
that this Government are not disposed
to shirk one iota of the responsibility
that belongs to them. We understand
how to frame our policy and know
how and when to bring it down to this
House.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—I do
not object to the motion of my hon.
friend, but I say it is amotion of want of
confidence, a8 every motion of this kind
is. I have not the slightest objection
that this Committee should be appoint-
ed and that my hon friend should sit
in judgment on the acts of the Govern-
ment.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE—As this
matter stands over until after six
on Wednesday, I think I shall be pre-
pared at that time to show that the
right hon. gentleman has somewhat
different views of motions of want of
confidence.

The House adjourned at Six o’clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

TrURsDAY, February 17, 1876.

The SPEAKER took the Chair
Ten minutes past Three o'clock.

at

PRIVATE BILL.

Mr. SCATCHERD introducéd a
Bill to incorporate the National Ex-
c¢hange Company.

N 4
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CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT ACT.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE introducod a Bill
to amend the Criminal Law relating to
violence, threats and molestations.
He said—A Bill on thisx quextion was
introduced last Session by my prede-
cessor, to ameliorate the existing con-
dition of the law on that subject.
Since then it has been extensively dis-
cussed, and legislative action has been
taken by the Imperial Parliament.
The present Bilt comprises the points of
that of laxt Session as well as new mat-
ter,which the discussion in Kngland has
shown necessary with reference to the
law of conspiracy. I propose to
introduce one new provision. With
some slight modifications I propo=e to
combine the provisions of the law in
England with those of' the Act intro-
duced last Session, and will onter
into a full explanation on the second
reading of the Bill,

The Bill was read the first time.

CASES AGAINST THE CROWN.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE moved for leave te
introduce a Bill ““To make further pro-
vision for the institution of cases
against the Crown by Petition of Right.’
He said—You will recollect that last
Session the hon. member for Hamilton
framed a Bill on this subject which be-
came law. At that time it wag the
general sentiment of the House and
country, while willing to accord to
British subjects that remedy they
enjoyed in England in matters in which
the Crown in Canada was concerned,
that the Court created by this Parlia-
ment, and whose procedures were con-
trolled by this Parliament, should be
the tribunal to administer this romedy
—a delicate and new one in this coun-
try. There is also another reason for
introducing an amendment. Provision
was made by which the right of the
subject was restricted to a greater
degree than in England, a class of cases
which under the English law can be
referred to arbitration, are excluded
from being cognigable by our Court.
That clause embodied a very large class
of cases in which the subject, accord-
ing tothe English law, has the right
of complaint against the Crown. 1
propose by this measure to give the
sabject the right to apply for a peti-
tion in all those cases in which he can
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file a petition in England, and to give
to the Minister the right within two
months from the presentation of the
petition of determining whether the
subject-matter should be referred to
arbitration, or whether he will permit
the trial to be granted. The other
portions of the measure are almost
entirely matters of detail. The old
Bill was copied from the English law,
.and is very prolix and somewhat ob-
soure. I have endeavored to simplify
and transform it into a more intelligent
shape.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD thought
the amendments introduced were
desirable. He enquired if there was
any provision in the Bill for an ap-
peal from the arbitration.

Hon, Mr. BLAKE—YNo; thereis no
appeal.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—
Then I will ask if it is proposed that
the Supreme Court, to whom the
petition will be referred, will have the
power of judging of matters of fact
as well as matters of law.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE —Yes. In view
of possible difficulties arising, I have
inserted an express provision that evi-
dence may be taken partly at one place
and Eartly at another. I propose to
try the cases without juries.

Sir JOON A.MACDONALD—TI am
very glad to hear that. My experience
in such matters is,that where the Crown
is one party, and a private subject the
other party, seeking for compensation,
the Crown always goes to the wall.
There is one more question I wish to
ask. Isthere a clause defining the dis-
cretionary power of the Minister ?

Hon. Mr. BLAKE—There is no such
olause. The subject i given precisely
the same rights as he had in England
at the time the Rights Act was passed.

The Bill was read the first time.

THE NORTH-WEST TERRITORY.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE moved for
leave to introduce a Bill respecting the
North-West Territory, and to create a
“separate territory out-of part thereof.
He said—We find that there is likely
%o be a good deal of inconvenience
from the North-West Territories, in-

. [COMMONS.]

-aluding all that portion of our country |

Hon. Mr. BLAKS.

Territory.

east of Manitoba and west of the boun-
dary of Ontario. The Province of
Manitoba wishes to increase its bound-
aries northward, westward, and east-
ward ; but until the question is decided
as to where the limits of Ontario may
ultimately be fixed, it is impossible to
take any steps towards enlarging the
boundaries of that Province without
the risk of having it reconsidered, pro-
bably, at the very next Session. T have
thought it advisable on the whole, te
detach a portion of country imme-
diately north and east of Manitoba,
from the North West Territories pro-
per,and to have its affairs administered
by the Governor of Manitoba without
the intervention of any council, and
without incurring any expense what-
ever. The boundary proposed in the
Bill is to commence whére the western
coast of Lake Manitoba intersects the
northern boundary of that Province,

| proceeding northward along the west-

ern coast of that Lake to the portage
between its waters and Lake Winne-
pegoosis, thence proceeding on the
eastern shore of Lake Winnepegoosis
to Mossy Portage, a small neck of
land between the Saskatchewan
River and this Lake, and thence
due northward from that point. The
Bill recapitulates certain provisions

i of the North-West Territories Act of
i last Session, which will be made appli-

cable to that Territory. As soon as
the boundary between the Dominion
and Ontario is settled in that quarter,
the probability is, Manitoba will have
its limits enlarged. The Government
of that Province have sought to have
its boundaries enlarged ut the proesent
time, but we felt it would be inconveni-
ent to have this done in the east at
the present time without knowing the
precise place to where we would go.
If the conclusions of the hon. member
for Bothwell be correct, Manitobs and

; most of the North-West Territory will
| belong to Ontario. *As 1.judge it, a

more reasonable conclusion may pro-
bably be safely predicted, that will
send it a considerable distance east of
the present boundary. This is simply
a provisional ‘arrangement, which will
come to an end as soon a3 we have tifat
boundary settled. My first thought
was to make Liake Winnipeg the limit,
but it seemed more convenient to have
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that portion of territory—where there is
a considerable settlement already,
and where the telegraph line has
been built and the railway located east
of the other two lakes (Manitoba and
Winnepegoosis)—attached to the Gov-
ernment of Manitoba than to a Govern-
ment sitnated several hundred miles
west of that Province.

Mr. DEWDNEY suggested some spe-
-cial provision should be made for the
. government of the country lying
north of British Columbia, in which
valuable diggings had been discovered,
and to which there would be a large
emijgration next spring. He had a
petition from the miners of Cassiar re-
‘garding the matter, and he thought it
might be convenient for the Premier
to include a clause in this Bill respect-
ing it.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE—I will
consider any representation the hon.
gentleman may make betore the
second reading of the bill, although I
tear it would hardly do to insert such a
provision. '

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—The
territory referred to belongs to the
Government of Fort Pelly, and my
hon. friend suggests that a provision
sibuld be inserted in the Act confer-
ring upon the Government of British
‘Columbia the power of administering
the affairs of that place, analogous to
that conferred on the Government of
Manitoba for the eastern section.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE—I shall be
happy to consider the question before
the second reading.

The Bill was read the first time.

BRITISH COLUMBIA SUBSIDY.

Mr. BUNSTER asked whether the
Dominion Government have stopped
any and what portion of the subsidy
-due British Columbia in January 1876,
and if so, why ? And whether the
Dominion Government have informed
the Local Government of Britich
‘Columbia that they will retain any
and what portion of the futare subsi
dies due the Province, aud if so, why ?

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT—With
Tespect to the first portion of the ques-
tion, the whole of the January subsidy
has been paid to the Government of
BritishCil umbia, ‘'With respect to th

7
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second C{)orfion, an advance was made
charged against the subsidy payable
on and after the 1st of July, the
ground urged being the necessities of
the Governmeént.

TELEGRAPHIC EXTENSION.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN asked if it
is the intention of the Government, in
the interest of the Fisheries and Navi-
gation, to give or rvecommend the
grant of a subsidy to aid in the pro-
longation of the Telegraphic Line from
Malbaie as far as the County, or the
eastern limit of the County, of Sague-
nay ?

Hon. Mr. SMITH—There is no in-
tention at present to construct the line
to which the hon. gentleman refers.

EXEMPTION OF CANADIAN SHIPPING FROM
THE OPERATION OF THE IMPERIAL SHIP-
PING BILL.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL—Mr. Speaker,
f I beg to move that an Address
i trom this House be presented to His
¢ Excellency the Governor General for
copies ot'all papersand correspondence
which have passed between the Govern-
ment of Canada and Her Majesty’s Gov-
ernment in relation to legislation which
may be under consideration of tho Im-
perial Parliament in relation to British
Shipping, and affecting Shipping regis-
tered in Canada; also all correspon-
dence between the said Governments
in relation to the exemption of Cana-
dian Shipping from the operation of
the Imperial Bill : also any correspon-
dence between the said Governments
in relation to the Legislation passed by
the Canadian Parliament for the in-
spection aad classification of Canadian
vessels, and as to how far the British
Government will accept the Canadian
classification and inspection, if the
Law passed by the Canadian Parlia-
ment i8 put in force as equivalent to
the inspection by Imperial Officer or
British Lloyds. Sir,1 may state to
this House that the object I have in
moving for this Address at this time, is
one of purely national interest. Imay
say that Iam not inspired by any party
or political feelings of any kind what-
ever, as 1 know that on former occa-
sions, when a kindred motion was
made by myself, it was partially at
least looked on by gentlemen on the
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other side of the House, as in some way
likely to be tinged by political antago-
nism, or by a desire to forward special
and personal views. Inrelation to the
treatment that this question should
receive, my hon. friend the Premier,
remarks that it was most” unreasonable
to consider it a party question, and I
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to the people of Canada that if
defects were found in British legisla-
tion in this connection, any delays to
which they were subjected should for
$0 many years retard our action. And
as the Parliament of Canada adopted

i legislation upon the subject, as is shewn
o leg PO ject,
i on the Statute hooks of the country,

grant it. Such an opinion never ought to

be entertained, and I hope thut, with re-

gard to the statements I made to-day,

no misunderstanding of that kind as
has existed in the past will prevail
among the hon. gentlemen, and parti.

cularly that my hon. friend, my worthy |
successor in office, will dikabuse hix

mind of any such feeling.
be recollected that in the year 1870,

Sir, it will |

when 1 had the honorofoccupying the !
position my hon. friend opposite so -
ably ftills, it was thought necessary to
consolidate the laws affeeting Canadian |
tonnage, and 4 measure was introduced |

into the Parliament of Canada for that
purpose. The Iimperial Parliament had,
however, during the previous two or
three years been vainly endeavouring to
do the same thing in reference to the
consolidation of the laws,the Merchants’
Shipping Act and measures generally,
affecting the tonnage of the British
Empire, and, at the speecial request of
the Imperial Government, our legisla-
tion was permitted to stand over, the
reasons given in the despatches which
were submitted to the Government of
Canada being, that it was most desir-
able that any legislation had relating
to the tonnage of the Empire, and es-
pecially the tonnage of the great colony
of Canada—a colony which stands on
the same footing with many nations,
and indeed above many in the world—
being so important a portion of the
British Dominions, should bear as
nearly as was admitted by circum-
stances, a similarity with the legis-
Jation of the Imperial Parliament.
It accordingly stood over, and at the
next Sexsion of Parliament I came pre-

pared with a Bill for submission, but

again the Imperial Government not
having sufficiently advanced their
legislation or matured their views as
to be willing to accept the opinions
entertained by their Parliament, again
asked us to let it stand over; and
this was again done. However, the
former undoubtedly thought it unfair

Hon. Mr, MiecHELL.

and in particular regarding the Mer-
chants’ Shipping Act, which 1 think is
no discredit to Canada. Sir, T may say
at thix stage that the great KEnglish
agitator concerning”  shipping, Mr.
Plimsoll, in arecent letter addressed to-
the Earl of Derby, on his own return
from the cxamination of the ports on
the Black Sea and Mediterranean, in
relation to their methods of shipping
grain, the character of the vessels
engaged in the trade, the methods of”
loading practised there, and the treat-
ment scamen generally received, he
distinetly referred to the legislation of
the Parliament of Canada as a model
worthy of being followed. Sir, 1 take
it that this was a great compliment to
the Parliament of our country; that ite
legislation in conneetion with amatter
of such extreme importance, which at
the last Session of the Parliament shook
the British Government to its centre,
owing to the power exercised -by a
single independent and determined
man, and the right it appeared his.
cause possessed, that he made it tremble
for its cxistence, compelling the Ad-
ministration to change its policy and re-
verse its line of conduct indicated by
their assertions made upon the fioor of
the House, and pass a temporary Act,
which whether owing to the sensational
views propounded by Mr. Plimsoll, or
the necessities of the cause he advo-
cated, enabled him to call forth. It can-
not be denied that the Bill adopted has
affected the whole shipping of the
British Empire during the past year.
And, Sir; when we look back on
the authority we possess — 1 will
say, that we are independent in every-
think except the name—and when we
find that regarding all matters con-
cerning the Internal Government of
Canada, we have practical indepen-
dence, Great Britain having magnani-
namiously and nobly said—make. your
own arrangements; endeavor calmly to
consider your measures in a Parlia-
ment, which is as free and as intelli-
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gent as any in the world; and pass | on that gl'ound The arguments they

your own laws with the sanction
which the Crown gives to the Acts of
Colonial Legislatures— I maintain,
that we have the internal arrange-
ment of our own affairs, having every
liberty, right and power, which any |
Colony should demand. I contend
therefore that England has given to us
the control of legislation affecting
the management of' our maritime at
fairs, and as much power to this Parlia-
ment in this regard as we exercise upon
land. Sir, some years ago, when we de-
sired to obtain the right of examining
and controlling the class of men who
were acting as Engineers of Canadian
Steamships, we passed a Bill, which
received the sanction of England ; and in
this measure, the same standing was
given to the Canadian classification of
Ingineers, as to the Board of Trade
rating. At o more recent date, and
since Confederation, we adopted a law,
relative to Canadian masters and
mates, feeling that it was necessary to
give them a certain status; also that it
was unfair to our masters and mates
to oblige them to go to England to
secure certificates with relation to their
ability and capacity to enable them to
take vessels across the Atlantic and to
foreign weax, their examination before
the British Board of Trade being re-
quisite. One of the points which struck
me at a very carly stage in my
‘tratioy of the Department,
injustice with which such an arrange-
ment operated upon our own seamen,
and T at ones reported to the Council

.on the subject, asking that our classi- |

fication should have the status as that
of the British Board of Trade This
report was sent by the Government to
the Colonial Secretary, who referred it
to the Board of Trade, which Board at
first refused to give to the certificates,
that might be given when we had es-
tablished a systen of examining mastees |
and mates, the same power and status |
as to their own certificates. the Im-
perial Government doubting whether
the standard of examination would be
as high in Canada as in England. They
felt that itmight open the door tor men
l’eiected there, or found inv:q’mblo
-0Owing to some mﬁrmm' of acting in%
the x‘es])onslble position of master or
mate, and the§ denied us the privilege

adminis-
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used were in my opinion unfair and un-
just, and the matter was again brought
betore the Impemal Cabinet; and after
nearly three years’ negotiation,they con-
ceded the right we claimed, and the law
was passed.  The experience of the last
four vears, with reference to the Board
of Trade examinations, thus estab-
lished, has given universal satisfuction,
and I now appeal to the gentlemen in
this House interested in our marine.
I see several of them before me, and T
ask whether these examinations have
not only obtained the confillence of the
mercantile and shipping interests on
this side of the Atlantic, but also .on
the other this result was due to the
judicious application and exercixe of the
powers bestowed by the Canadian Par-
liament, I might enumerate a num-
ber of instances, but I may merely
say, that during my administration of
the affairs of the Department, 1 tound
particularly on the part of high officers
in England conneeted with the Board
of Trade, a disposition with relation to
ourshipping legislation to meet us half-
way, and I am confident that they will
endorse the opinion 1 entertin, that
such confidence has not been mis-
placed.  Sir, the notice of motion I
have placed onthe Tableot” the House
is one thau whicli there is no
question coming before us; orany other
Parliament, of greater importance,
touching, as it does, the success of our

and increase of Canadian tonnd-'c The
farming  interest engages a larger

number of people, but I maintain that
no other interest should receive at our
hands any more careful deliberation
than matters concerning the shipping
of our country. We Nt‘md. as 1 have
already =aid, in this regard, at the head
of a great many nations, and hy some
it is held that we ocenpy the ptmtlon
of the fourth greatest  mercantile
power in the world. This is my
opinion, although according to uthu‘s
we are seventh on the ll\t but at all
events the other three are vevy shightly,
if"at all, in advance of use 1 would
venture. Sir, in the humble position I
oceupy. assuning the possession of no
influence bevond that exercised hy my
own voice, and the facts [ nay be able
to  submit, and as having had some
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experience touching these ques-

tions, to call the attention of the
people of Canada through this Par-
liament to the necessity of considering
whether the timehas not arrived when
we should ask the Imperial Government
toput us in all matters affecting our
tonnage inno worse position than the
shipping of the various nations
with which both her ships and our
own have to compete. I lay this
statement down as a broad, bold plat-
form, the correctness of which 1
presume, none would hesitate to dis-
pute, and if we can accomplish this,we
will have made a great stride towards
our mercantile success. I do not wish
to exempt the shipowners and masters
of the Dominion from regulations pro-
tecting life and property, but I c¢laim
that we are empowered to adopt
such legislation as we may conxider
necessary for the protection of our sea-
men our ships and the guardianship of
our property, 1tisknown tharduring
the last year, after some tive years’de-
lay, Mr.Plimsoll forced the British Min-

istry to adopt an admittedly tempo-

rary meuasure for the then current year,
until Parliament could again meet and
adopt more practical legislation, and I
noticein the cable despatches that since
the meeting of the House of Commons it
is proposed to adopt that measure, with
the addition of many clauses, some of
which are considered very objection-
able to Canadian shipowners. The
hon. member for Kent has submitted a
petition from the shipowners of St
Johns, calling attention to the difficul-
ties whichare likely to arise, as well
as referring to many swhich have
already occurred, through the opera-
tion of the temporary law to which
I have referred, affecting very seriously
our tonnage aild affecting its prosperity,
and it is known as a fact, that this mea-
sare was passed under the influence of
the greatest excitement, the Ministry
having been shaken to its very centre
by the bold and violent attack made
upon them by Mr. Plim=oll. T feltat the
time as I still, andd as all ship-owne =

both in the Housc and in the country, |

must feel, that legislation concerning
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to be endangered by sentimental enact-
ments, inspired by the sensational en-
thusiasm of any man,however philan-
thropic and honest his intentions may’
be, who, without sufficient experience,
takes hold of the question in the British
Parliament. T am not going to reflect
upon Mr. Plimsoll. Ithink that he has
accomplished a great work; but I con-
sider that whenever sentimentalism is
brought into play in a matter so serious
and important to the prosperity of the
country, we are not likely to secure
the most judicious or prudent legisla-
tion, especially when as under these
circumstances, passed, as the act refer-
red to was, in eight andforty hours,
without that consideration and reflec-
tion to which such a subject is entitled.
Shipowners should have the opportu-
nity of being heard before any such
measure is passed; and since that time -
Boards of Trade in many cities of this
Dominion, and other public bodies as
well  as  ship-owners, particularly
in the Maritime Provinces, have
called attention to the character of that
enactment, and the dangers to which
our shipping was in consequence liable,
if some steps were not taken to pre-
vent them.  Some asked for one thing,
and others for another. My own idea
was, as I mentioned Iast year to my
hon. friend opposite on several occa-
sions, that our own legislation being

' defective in thix relation, in one point

alone we could not fairly ask for
exemption of our tonnage from the
effect of British enactments until the-
Act passed in 1873 for the classifica-
tion and _inspection of Canadian ton-
nage, and which remains inoperative
until the issue of an Order in Couneil
was made to give it etfect, or until some-
other measure of a similar character
was adopted. We passed the Port-
warden’s Act some few years ago, and
its excellent cffect was proven by the
fact, that the ycar previously eight
steamships, grain laden, left the Port
of Montreal, of which but one was
ever heard from, and she was wrecked
in the Gult of St: Lawrence, while
since that time not one ship of that
class has been allowed to go to sea uh-

a special industry which forms an im- | less provided withaPortwarden'’s certi-
portant element in this nation’s pros- | ficate,stating that sheis properly loaded.

perity, and which is worth, as ours i,
about fifty millions of dollars, ought not
Hon. Mr. MiTcHELL.

i

under  his  supervision and in
accordance with the Law referred to..
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Very few accidents have occurred to
grain laden steamers since that time
owing to the method of loading or the
character of storage. The Lominion

Line lost a steamer by running against .

an iceberg, an accident which no legis-
lation can control or guard against.
The evils which exist in the British
Islands do not and have not existed in
Canadian ports for the last four years,
and there 1s only one single link want-
ing to make our appeal for the exclu-
sion of our tonnage from British legis-
lation complete, and that can be
remedied by an order in Council.
This question is of sufficient jm-
portance to elicit remarks from the
several ship-owners and other gentle-
men interested in this House, and
I trust they will express
opinions. 1 have heard it put forward
as an objection that we ought not to
ask England to exempt colonial ships
from the operation of Imperial Laws
—that when our vessels go abroad
they are now under the protection of
the British Flag and their masters have
the advice of British Consuls—and
that there is no reason in withdrawing
from these privileges. The same
remark will apply to the excrcise
of our powers over the soil. We have
all the advantages and protection of
the British flag here with the advice
and council of the British Govern-
ment, and yet we govern our internal
affairs, free from the legislation of the
Imperial Parliament.  Then why
should we not control our property
on the sea? I believe if we were
to agsk in a proper manner and put
our reasons in a logical shape we could
secure this exemption. Look at the
consequences which will follow if our
ship owners are subject to that legis-
lation now going on in England. Two
vessels may be loading side by side,
as happened the other day in -Cardiff,
the one an old American, the other
a nine-year’s St. John's ship. They
loaded in much the same way with the
same cargo. The St.John’s ship was
ready to go to sea when a Board of
Trade officer stepped on board and
ordered 100 tons of the cargo to be taken
out,and she had carried the same amount
of cargo for years. The American
vessel had just the same cargo, and
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the other, but she was allowed to de-
part. What will be the remedy sought if
our ship-owners are denied exemptiom
from this law. It will be asimple one,
but one which will reflect no credit on
our country. They will say—¢ If our
“registering in Canadian ports renders
“us liable to Imperial legislation, we
‘“ will transfer our tonnige to some
“ foreign naiion—we will hoist the
“Belgium, Spanish or rome South
¢ American Republic Flag of—and we
“ will thus rave ourselves from the
‘“ operation of this harsh legislation.”
Some ship-owners have already made
this change. I had sent to me the
other day from London a copy of the
Shipping and  Mercantile Gazette,
which is cne of the two leading
maritime  papers of England, and
consequently of the world. With the
permission of the House 1 will read
its editorial on this very subject:—

¢ The memorial presented on the 1st of Ce-
tober last to the Minister ¢f Warine and Fish-
eries for the Dominion of Canada, by Canadian
Shipr-owners and Merchants resident in Eng-
land, complaining of the operation of the
Unseaworthy Ships’ Act so far ax Capadian
Shipping is concerned, has preduced censid-
erable sensation in the Canacian I'orts, and in
the adjacent Province of New Brunswickee
the two portions of British North America

-most directly interested in the working of the

new law.”

I may state that so important do the
ship-owners of Livelpool regard it that
Canadian ships should be exempt from
the operation of the Imperial Act that
they sent a petition to the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries asking the Gov-
ernment of Canada to use its influence
to secure such exemption : —

«The memorialists, it may be remembered,
before stating their objections in detail, took
a preliminary exception to any Act which
empowers the Board of Trade in this country
to interfere with colonial vessels, as contain-
ing a violation of conditions which preserve
to the colony the right to legislate upon all
questions not involving Imperial intercsts ;
and the Canadian Minister of Marine was re-
quested to consider whether such an Act as
that of last Session was not strictly local, and
not Imperial in character, and as such, there-
fore, should not apply to Canadian vessels.
The portion of the Act objectet to by the
Canadians are those which relate to detention
and survey, and to the loading of grain car~
goes. They say, and no donht traly, that
these provisions place their ships at a disad-
vantage as compared with the foreigner. It

was no better fitted to carry it than | is complained that the Surveyors appointed
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by the Board of Trade to pronounce upon the
seaworthiness of ships are, as a rule, men
sclected from the Royal Navy, without any
special training to qualify them for the dis-
charge of the special duties required by the
Act. At a meeting held at St. John, New
Brunswick, on the 12th of November, it was
stated that a very small minority of the Sur-
veyors appointed were competent to pronounce
upon questions of seaworthiness, while on the
same occasion it was agteed that the scale of
three inches to the foot was the maximum
which ship-owners could be expected to con-
cede in the matter of loading. The Master of
a ship arrived at St. John complained to the
local journal there that at Cardiff his vessel
was detained just as she was going to sail,

[COMMONS.]

after she had been four days loaded, and
when the tides were at the springs. This cor-
respondent asserts that he lightened his ship
some ten inches before he was allowed to
gail, although an old American ship which
had been lying alongside, loaded much more
deeply, was not, of course, interfered with.
Mr. Henry Fry, of Qurbec, recognized, and
deservedly so, as a high authority on shipping
matters—has addressed a letter to the Mon-
treal G'azette in which he points out that the
Testrictions upon grain loading imposed by
Section 3 of the new Act are calculated to
produce a serious effect upon the shipment of
grain from Canada to England, and Mr. Fry’s
views are endorsed by the journal in question
as but too well founded, while the working of
the Act is stigmatised as having already
inflicted a heavy blow upon the trade of Mon-
treal. No doubt the Canadians understand
their own affairs, and it may be conceded that
in this matter of grain loading and other in-
terference with colonial shipping, they have
ground for their complaint.  But itis clear
that, if they continua to suffer, the fault lies
with their own Government, Our readers are
aware that Mr. Mitcnell, late Minister of
Marine and Fisheries, had secured an arrange.
ment with the Imperial Government that
Canadian vessels, or vessels loading within
the Dominion, should be exempted from
the operation of the Imperial Statute, pro-
vided the Canadian Parliament should pass
an Act regulating the loading and classifica-
tion of ships.”

This part of the article is not strietly
accurate, though in spirit it is so, but it
is accurate so far that negotiations for
that purpose were opened, and 1 do
not doubt that the British Government
would have conceded what we want.

#The Act was passed with a clause anthor-
izing the Governor in Council, by proclamation,
to give it effect. But it would seem this has
has not been done, and a strong feeling as to
the remissness of the Colonial Government
has been created, more particularly in the
ports of the Dominion. Ifthe Canadians have
the power—as vnquestionably they have, and

ought to have, of regulating their trade and
the mode in which it is conducted, and take !

Hon. Mr. MiTcHELL.
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no steps to do so, they cannot surcly complain
if their ships, when they come to discharge in
the United Kingdom, find themselves within
the provisions of the Imperial Statute, It ig
competent for the Colonial Parliament to pass
any law they may think proper, regulating
the loading and classification of colonial ships,
and such an Act would be accepted here with-
out question. We do not bring this subject,
and the position of the Canadians in respect
to it, for the first time before our readers, In
our impression of the 17th of September last,
we set out the provisions of the Port Warden’s
Act of May 1874, in which the duties of these
cfflcials in respect to the superintendence of
grain loading are clearly defined. But this
Act does not meet the provisions of the Im-
perial Statute of last year, and, because it does
noty the late Minister of Marine and Fisherieg
in Canada, bad procured the arrangement with
the Home authorities, that Canadian vesgels
loading in the ports of the Dominion should
be exempt from the operation of any Imperial

"law on the terms above stated. It would

scem, therefore, that if the Canadians have
any ground of complaint, it is neither against
the provisions of the Act of last Session, nor
against those to whom its administration is
entrusted in this country, but against the col-
onial authorities, who have not brought the
recent Colonial Act, regulating loading and
classification into force. It is said that these
authorities have been openly charged in thig
matter with indifference to the interests of the
shipping and commerce of the Dominion.
We have not yet seen their answer, but, if
the charge is well founded, it certainly would
seem to deprive the Canadians of any valid
complaint against the provisions of the
Unseaworthy Ships’ Act, so far as Canadian
shipping is concerned. "

Now, Sir, I am not going to endorse
the statements against the Govern-
ment of Canada thert referred to; it
would be very unfair if I should do so;
but the object of the motion is to find
out what has been done on the subject
and to have the papers laid before the
House. I may say that my hon. friend
theMinister of Marine and Fisheries has
favoured me with an advance copy of
a very importantdocument which has
been transmitted to the Colonial Min-
ister, containing a great deal of
valuable matter, but which does not
go so far as 1 should like. Per-
haps, after the discussion of this
subject, my hon. friend will see rea-
son to add to the valuable Reporthe
has already made with a view to get-
ting an expression from the Impertal
Government. Any legislation affect-
ing thiy important interest should only
be adopted after due deliberation, and
should not be subject to sensationalism
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-or the views of unpractical philanthro-
pists, men who simply look at one side
of the question, and care nothing for
the interests of the shipowners. I
therefore move the resolution which I
have placed in your hands, and I trust

_that any legislation which may be
consummated will place our shipping
on an equality with ships of foreign
nations trading with the Empire. That
course will be best attained by asking
that Canadian tonnage be excluded
from the operation of Imperial legisla-
tion.

Hon. Mr. SMITH—I must express
my gratification to my hon. friend for
bringing this matter forward and dis-
cussing it in this clear and dispassion-
ate manner. I generally agree with
the hon. gentleman’s observations, and
it afiords me great pleasure to say that
his administration of the office 1 now
hold met with my approval, for I
was generally in sympathy with his
i)ropositions in relation to our Marine.

[ agreed entirely with his previous
efforts towards the classification and
inspection of Canadian vessels. But
my hon. friend is blind to the fact that
whether right or wrong—and I think
entirely wrong—the shipowners of
this country have been almost unani-
mously opposed to it. T have listened
to everything they have said, and they
have failed to convince me that there
is any argument in their objections to
this classification. The House will
understand in a question of such
impoitance as this it would be unwise,
contrary to the wishes of those inter-
ested in this matter, to enforce the
measure. I think in a little while the
ship-owners of this country will sce
the wisdom of it, and T have reason to
believe now, that their feeling is
rapidly changing in consequence of
the English legislation. If they do
not gee now, they will soon sce it will
be wise in us to carry into effect the
law passed by my hon. predecessor. [
understood my hon. friend to say that

he took the ground that England had !

no right to legislate for Canadian
shipping.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL—I did not
say that. She has both the right and
the power, but what Ido hold is that
Canada having already provided all the
safeguards for life and property that
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are required, and there being nome of
the abuses complained of in England,
if we make proper representations to
the British Government of thesc facts,
our shipping will be exempted from
this severe legislation, and .such I be-
lieve to have been the object of the
Imperial Parliament when they passed
the British American Act which gave
to the Dominion Parliament the ex-
clusive power to deal with navigation
and shipping.

Hon. Mr. SMITH—In Canada we
take the ground that vessels in our
waters are subject to our laws, and we
cannot take the ground that Canadian
vessels in English waters should be ex
empt from British legislation; but we
ought totake the ground that our ships
should be placed on the same footing as
foreign tonnage in British ports. We
make no distinction between DBritish
and foreign vessels, and we cannot ex-
pect anything more than to be placed
on the same footing as foreign nations
in British waters. I am not disposed
to go to the éxtent that some people do
in condemnation of Mr. Plimsoll. He
stands on a sound basis. He is an
enthusiast, undoubtedly, and unreason-
able in some of his demands ; but after

Canadian Shipping.

'all there is something in hiscontention

which challenges the sympathy and
approbation of most people.  He takes
the ground that the Government of
England should be responsible for the
seaworthiness of a ship before she is
allowed to go to sca. The Government
of England have hitherto taken the
ground that the owners should De re-
responsible for unseaworthy ships, both
civilly and criminally. Now, in this
country, we have to a certain cxtent
adopted very nearly, in relation to the
joading of grain, what Mr. Plimsoll
asks for in England. Le asks that no
ship shall be allowed to go to sea until
she has received, from an aceredited offi-
cor, acertificate that she ix seaworthy.
My hon. friend from Northumberland
<avs bv hix legistation that no vessel
shall go w sea irom vur ports until she
hasx a certificate of seaworthiness; and
daring the loading of the ship sheshall
Le subject to the superintendence of
the Port Warden. More, that official
has the arbitrary power, if the vessel
requires repairs, to compel her to be
made seaworthy. TUnless the ship-
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owner complies with his requirements
the vessel cannot go to sea.

During the discussion of this impor-
tant question in the Parliament of
Great Britain, the legislation of Canada
was frequently referred to in the high-
est terms of approbation. I know
that Mr. Primsoll, in private as well as
in public, has expressed his warm ad-
miration of our laws, and has not hesi-
tated to affirm that they are what
he desires in England. In the Aect
of the Imperial Parliament, passed
last Session, there are but one or
two sections which the Government

laced there ; the balance was forced
on them by Mr. Primsoll. So stiong
is public opinion on this subject and
80 popular the movement, that no less
thanone hundred amendmentswere pro-
posed while the Bill was under discus-
sion in the House. Now, this Act fol-
lows British ships o foreign ports.
That seems to me highly improper.
Halfthe time the crews are foreigners,
and when the correspondence is
brought down it will show I have
taken the ground that this should not
be, but that a vessel should be subject
to the laws of the country in whose
waters she is.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL—The law
regulating foreign ships, except inthe
loading of grain, and timber on deck,
are now the laws of the country to
which the ship belongs, at least so far
a8 the diseipline and control of seamen
is concerned.

Hon. Mr. SMITH—My hon. friend is
mistaken in that. e knows that for-
eign vessels are subject to our law
respecling the shipping of sailors, and
1 may add that law has worked admir-
ably.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL—I think my
hon. friend i: wrong.

Hon. Mr. SMITH—No, The Act
passed in 1873 is mnot confined to
British ships ; it extends to all vessels,

. and we do not find the Consuls of the
countries to which they belong make
complaints.

Hon. Mi. MITCHELL—I think my
hon. friend wiil find on reference to
the records of his Depurtment that the
Consul of Sweden and Norway com-
plained to the Canadian Government

Hon. Mr. SMmITH.
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of an attempt on the part of our offi-
cers to control the seamen sailing under
their flag.

Hon. Mr. SMITH—I think there
has been some slight complaint, but on
the whole it has worked admirably.
If we can legislate for foreign ships
here, why can’t they do so in England.
I have heard that the British Govern-
ment are afraid if they do that, foreign
countries will legislate for British
vessels. Let it be so. It seems to me
that England, the first Maritime Power-
in the world, should take the lead in
such legislation. She should have
no apprehension in legislating for
foreign as well as Canadian vessels.
I shall be gratified to receive sugges-
tions from my hon. friend on a subject
with which he 1is so thoroughly
acquainted. We shall use all the
power and influence we have to frame
legislation which will promote the
maritime interests of the people of
Canada.

Mr. McLEOD—I know in the
Province of New Brunswick, and 1
believein the other Maritime Provinces,
there is a widespread disapproval of
the establishment of a Canadian Lloyds.
I am satisfied it would not cure the
evils of which our ship-owners complain.
The hon. member for Northumberland,
I think, makes a mistake as re-
gards the remedy he proposes.
A mere repetition of such classification
could not be a defence, for this reason—
that our vessels when built are classed,
and going on voyages to foreign
countries do not return to our ports for:
years; and when they come back to
the ports of Great Britain, before they
are permitted to load or go to'sea they
require to be exaruined and passed upon
by the Board of Trade Officers of Great
Britain. Well, Sir, I am convineced of
this—that if it were possible to obtain
certificates from 2 Dominion Lloyds, to
carry the machinery in detail, we
ghould have the same system in opera-
tion as is in force in England underthe
Board of Trade—officers appointed by
our Government to act in the several
ports of Great Britain. The great
feeling against the establishment of a °
Dominion Lloyds arises from a fear
that, under such circumstances, politi-
cal influence will influence the appoint-
ment of the officials who are to inspect
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our ships and that we will have
political ship-building. 1 do not think
. that this would be in the interest of this
country, and I am gatisfied that even
were a Dominion [loyds established,
such action would not cure the evils of
which complaint is made on the other
side of the water. We have at present
two classitications, in force for years—
English Lloyds and Bureau Veritas—
whose certificates are received by the
underwriters in Great Britain as else-
where, as gnarantees of the character
of our shipping ; and I am confident
that it would take some time for a
Dominion Lloyds classification to ob-
tain the samestanding. I donot think,
moreover, that Government control
would enhance such clascification.
There is no doubt that the agitation
arising from the Plimsoll movement is
very widespread ; but I think that the
point about which our ship-owners more
particularly complain, is this-—and the
Hon. the Minister of Marine has very
ably made reference to it—the applica-
- tion of the Act in favour of foreign
vessels as against our own. I believe
that if it applied equally to the former,
the one great evil of which com-
plaint is made would be removed;
and if the policy was adopted which
the Minister of Marine has mentioned—
the enforcement of the same laws in
Great Britain with regard to foreign as
to English vessels—as is done in this
country, I think our ship-owners would
be satisfied. A foreign vessel in Cana-
dian ports ean no more take a deck
load than a Biitish ship, but T notice
in the evidence taken before the Royal
Commission, the fear was expressed that
if'the law was applied to foreign vessels,
foreign Governments would retaliate
against British ships in their ports. If
that principle, however, be still
followed, and foreign vessels be given
such advantage, they can ship British
crews; and for my part, I cannot see
what difference it would make to poor
Jack, whether he is drowned on an
English or a foreign vessel.  Ships
should not be permitted to load beyond
& certain depth, in order that lives may
' Dot be sacrificed. T am convinced that
if a Dominion Lloyds, so highly
favoured by the hon. member for
Northumberland, were established, that
it would not cure the difficulty at all,
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for this subject has received consider-
able consideration from the ship-owners
in the Maritime Provinces, and 1
believe that they, with many such
owners in this House, agree with me
that its classification would not exempt
our tonnage from examination in the
ports of Great Britain, and that is the
great trouble at present. We have our
vessels classed in Buveau Veritas, and
in the British Lloyds.

Hon. Mr. SMITH—But they arenot
exempt from Board of Trade certifi-
cates.

Mr. McLEOD--That is true.

Hon. Mr. SMITH—They are on the
same footing.

Mr. MoLEOD- They are exactly on
the same footing. This Government
would require to have a staff of officers
in theseveral ports of Great Britain to
carry out the machinery of a Dominion
Lloyds’ classification ; and this would
entail great expense. If the system
was made non-compulsory, it would
then be found that it would be necessary
to make it compulsory, in order to
secure sufficient fees to pay these
cmployés ; and 1 hold that they never
could carry out the Dominion ILloyds
machinery without providing this
machinery. Ship owners complain, in
connection with the administration of
Board of Trade laws, of interference by
officers appointed notso much because
they are qualified for such posts, as
from political influence possibly, and
they may not in consequence be fit for
these positions. That was the evidence
taken before the Royal Commission.
Of the surveyors in the ports of Great
Britain only seven or eight had a
practical acquaintance with wooden
ships, the others being merely familiar
with iron ships, and the greatdifficulty
experienced regarding the former
is, that their classification is restricted
for loading and equipment, and con-
seqently they are placed at a disad-
vantage. Iron ships are allowed to
load more deeply, being considered of
a better character. The point of the
whole discussion is simply this : The
object of the Addressis to try and
obtain the establishment of a Dominion
Lloyds, the certificates of which shall
be received by the British Govern-
ment as equivalent in character to
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those of the English Lloyds. It must |'Conference of Ship-owners was held at

be apparent to everyone who knows
anything about shipping, that when a
ship is launched she of course getsher
character, and it may be years before
she comes back. How is such a system
then to be carried out, unless the
machinery is provided in the ports of
Great Britain.

Mr. KILLAM—I must confess that
the suggestion of the hon. member for
Northumberland has taken me, Sir, by
suprise but Iwould not at presentgive
my opinion, as to whether the sugges-
tion he makes should be carried cutor
not. Speaking of the gencral gquestion
of British legislation as to ships, I
must confess that I am to a great
extent in favor of Mr. Plimsoll's ideas.
The difficulties which have arisen
under the English law are not, as the
hon. member who has just spoken
observed, so much in the legisfition
itself as in the way it has been carried
out. Undoubtedly some cases of injustice
have arisen, but with regard to the
cases that have been quoted, I am
bound to say that there has been

a great difference of opinion. T re-
member reading of the case of

the American and St. John ships.
Some said that the former was loaded
too deeply, and others the contrary;
but at any rate, if she were, 1 think that
the legislation was good. Ships should
not be allowed to go to sea too deeply
loaded, and if the rule did not apply to
the American ship, so much the worse
for it. I should like to know, by the
way, what became of the old basket ;
also, whether the insurance on her car-
go was as light as on the ship of St.
John, from which one hundred tons
were taken ? I do not think that our
friends should contemplate with so
much anxiety the legislation likely to
take place in this regard, in the Eng-
lish Parliament, during the present
Session, because I find that the ship-
owners in England, being precisely on
the same footing as ourselves, are wide-
awake, and that as long ago as Novem-
ber, they had taken action. They have
placed their views, which arc almost
the same as ours, fully before the
House, andT have no doubt that their
representations will receive sufficient
consideration. (i the 29th of Novem-
ber ameeting of the United General

Mr. McLEop.

Glasgow, when it was unanimnusly re-
solved :—

“That the basis upon which all

‘“shipowners may unite is, that the time
“ has arrived when a general codifica-
“tion of the Merchant Shipping Law
“ may be pressed for, when all obsolete
“ and unnecessary portions of the exist-
“ ing statute law relating to shipping
“ should be struck out, and a definite
“ code tixed, which may prevent the
« perpetual and harassing changes in
“ the law, as now made, or proposed,
“in each Session of Parliament.”
» There is no doubt that last year’s
legislation was sensational, and we
have no reason to fear that the British
Parliament will continue in the state
of excitement under which it was at
the hour when Mr. Phimsoll made his
celebrated speech in the House, but will
settle down into a calm and cool view
of question.

This Central Committee went on to
say that the means to be adopted for
carrying out the object required, was,
1st. ““ By explaining and adducing evi-
“ dence to members of Parliament and
“ the public, in such manner as may be
“ deemed best, that grievances do exist,
“ 50 gerious as to imperil the existence
“of the business of ship-owning as a
“ trade in this country, and tending un-
“ mistakeably to throw the whole carry-
“ing trade of this country into the
““ hands of foreigners to the consequent
“ injury both of masters and men in the
“ ship-building, engineering and other
“ trades more immediately depending
¢ upon the ship-owning trade, and to the
“ country gencally, by the efficiency of
“the navy being threatencd by the
“ supply of seamen being redwced ; and
“ by directing theserious attention of
“the Government to the necessity of
¢« providing for the marine legislation of
*¢ the country, being originated and car-
“ried out by officials and members of
“the Government really conversant
“ with the subject. By the gencral con-

“ ference appointing an influential rep-

“ presentative Committee to watch the
“course of legislation in the ensuing
“ Session, to press on Government the
“necessity. of fixing the statute law
“relating to merchant shipping by
“revising t existing  statutes
“and striking out all that is obso-
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‘“lete and wunnecessary, and there
“after to confer with the Government
“upon the proposed code after the
“ gtatutory law has been dealt with.”
T think, Sir, that the remedy for the
evils which exist is to be found not go
much in any legislation with regard
shipping as to seamen; and that in
most cases where difficulties have
arisen,—when ships have put back,
seamen have complained, surveys have
been made and sometimes the discharge
of the ship or the ordering of consider-
able repairs have been the consequence
-—the fault has lain indireetly with%he
seamen. And yet it is not really the
fault of the seamen, but of the system
under which scamen are procured and

Iaced on board vessels.  The English
laws are not so good and stringent as
our own concerning the offence of crim-
ping, while the system of payment by
advance notes ix at the bottom of one-
half of this difficulty. A ship starts to
sea with sailors, who have never pre-
viously scen her, and know mnothing
about her cargo, while probably they
have been on a drunken spree ; the
mate has perhaps had a parting glass
or two himself, and is not in the very
best humour, being perhaps, moreover,
a man who does not believe in sailors’
brains ; a difficulty at ouce arises, and
the next thing is the laying of a com-
plaint by the sailor,

The proper regulation for the system

of shi}ﬁ)ing sailors will do more to rem-
edy Mr. Plimsoll's grievances than
any legislation regarding ships. At
any rate, I do not feel at all alarmed
“that the united action which is now
being taken by the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries, by the Canadian Gov-
ernment, with the assistance of my
hon. friend from Northumberland, and
in England, will be injurious to the
true interests of the ship-owners.

With regard to the matter of a Can-
adian Lloyds, I am bound to say that
ship-owners have somewhat changed
their views on Qxe question, and a great
many of them very lately. I had the
henour of ¥resenting a petition two
years ago, I think, when some hun-
drcd of ship-owners strongly pro-
testcd against the establishment of a
Lloyds; and the hon. member for Kent
has just mentiened that they have in
some degree altered their opinions on
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the subject. I believe that if a Domin-
ion Lloyds is estublished, in a very
few years its clagsifications will be-
come as good and as generally recog-
nized by underwriters and business
men generally throughout the world
as any classification existing at the
present day.

Mr. DAVIES—Mr. Speaker, as a
member coming from a ship-building
Province, allow me to say a few words
on this question—the establishment of’
a Dominion Lloyds under government
control-—which is looked upon with
great disfavour in my Province. Itis
well known that the English and
French Lloyds are associations of mer-
chants, nct, however, under govern-
ment control, but purely private in their
character, and there would be no objec-
tion to the establishment of similar
associations in the Dominion; and,
as the hon. member who has just
sat down has said, 1 dare say
that in a few years, their inspec-
tions would be found equal to the
English or French examinations.
The British Lloyds is anold-established
institution, and its report carries
great weight with underwriters, &e.
The Bureaw Veritas is of more modern
origin, but it now stands very high.

With reference to Mr. Plimsoll'’s legia-
lation, I suppose, Sir, it will be gen-
erally admitted that some such action

Canadian Shipping.

was necessary to protect the lives of -

seamen from the greed of ship-owners,
who sometimes overload their vessels,
and from designing persons who send
unseaworthy ships to sea with the in-
tention of losing them. This legis-
Iation took place beyond question
under a good deal of excitement, but
I suppose most people will admit that
some such enactment will apply to our
ships as well as to vessels built in
England.

The late Minister of Marine alluded
to the examination of masters and
mates, and spoke of the measure
as having given great satisfac-
faction. I certainly know, Sir, that
it has not been so in the Province
from which I come, for this reason:
‘We build a great many new ships to sell,
and it has limited the number from
which ship owners can select their
masters. Some who were old and
skilled, were very ignorant, and were
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eonsequently unable to obtain certi-
ficates.

Hon. Mr. SMITH—They should have
shown certificates of rervice.

Mr. DAVIES—But still, many of
them could not get these certificates, s0
this narrowed the selection to the
masters and mates who were otherwise
situated. 1 am quite aware, Sir,
that this defect will care itselfin a few
years; but I simply speak of it as
rather hard on ship-owners at present,

articularly as we have not had a

oard for the examination of masters
and mates in our Province. 1 hope
that the Minister of Marine and Fish-
eries will see fit to establish such a
Board immediately.

Mr. MILLS—I do not propose to
say anything regarding the merits of
the legislation in question, whether in
Canada or in England, for the classi-
fication of vessels is a matter on which
those gentlemen who are familiar with
the shipping interests of this country
are much more competent to express
an opinion than I; but I think that
every member of this House ought to
understand what our jurisdiction and
our rights are with referrence to the
matter of shipping. Now, Sir, it

seems to me, looking at the provisions
of the British North America Act,
“under the authority of which we are
sitting in this House, and undertaking
" to ded: with important questions, there
isinone more clear than this—that so
far as Canada is concorned it has an
exclusive right to legislate upon the
subjects of navigation and commerce.
‘We are, Sir, not an ordinary Colonial
" "Legislature, but a Parliament, and
_perhaps the first Parliament that
"ever existed in the British Empire
“outside of the British Isles. We pos-
sess the rights of Parliament, and the
Queen agsists us in our legislation, for
“Her Majesty, by and with the advice of
“this “House and the Senate legis-
lates for the peace, order, and
“good government of this portion of
thé British Empire, to the exclusion
_of the jurisdiction of the Parliament
of Great Britain on all subjects
designated in the British North
. America Act. Now, among the sub-
" jécts 80 mentioned are those of naviga-
tion and commerce; and what does
Mr. Davims,
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his mean ? That we shall have the
power to legislate for the shipping
upon our internal waters; and will not
our legislation reach our shipping
beyond our coasts. I say that such a
position is allowable.

Hon. Mr. SMITH—Can we nego-
tiate, independently, commercial treat-
ies ?

Mr. MILLS—The lon. gentleman
asks if we can make a commercial
treaty with another country ? Certainly
not Sir.

Hon, Mr. MITCHELL~—TIt will come.
We will have that power yet where
Canadian interests are concerned.

Mr. MILLS—Not unless the Imperial
Parliament chooses to confer on us the
right, but it has given us every right
with regard to legislation on the sub-
ject of navigation and commerce, and
it ix quite clear, then, that we ave as
much entitled to deal with our ship-
ping irterests upon the sea, ax wo are
to take action touching such interests
on'the rivers and lakes of this country.
If the Imperial Government un-
dertakes to assume any other interpre-
tation, it undertakes to withdraw from
us those rights which have been con-
ferred on us by the British North
American Act, The Hon. Minister of
Marine and Fisheries has alluded to the
attempt of the British Government to
reach their ships in foreign ports.
‘Well, Sir, that cannot be done, whether
it is attempted or not. A ship does
not stand on different footing from

‘other property.

Hon. Mr. SMITH — Suppose we
isolated our shipping from Imperial
legislation, what protection would our
vessels have in foreign countries? We
have no Consuls, and, as a reference to
the law on the subjoct will show,
very important powers are conferred
on those officials. Masters and crews
look to them for protection when
abroad, and to settle difficulties arising
between them. I think it is utterly
impossible to adoptha policy of isola-
tion.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL—With per-
mission of the hon. member for, Both-
well, I should like to follow the conelu-
sion of the. Hon. Minister of Marine
and Fisheries a little . further. - Gould
not the Consuls be . authorized to
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<xecute the laws according to Canadian
legislation, and thus protect our sea-
men. Canada would not object to
share the cost. Imperial Parliament,
in my opinion, will grant anything that
is reasonable, if asked in a proper
manner.

Mr. MILLS—With regard to the
.objection of the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries, I don’t see the difficulty
which presents itself to his mind. The
Chief of the Executive in this
country i8  also  Chief of the
Executive in England, and Consuls
in foreign portsare just as competent
to enforce the legislation of Canada as
that of Great Britain. But I was going to
say, when interrupted, that there is no
.difference in the rights of shipping and
other property.
-eomity, a contract made between two
gentlemen here will be in force in the
State of New York, if they happen to
reside there ; and us a matter of comity,
an obligation existing between the
eaptain  and sailors of a vessel,
according to the Bottomry Act and
.other laws relating to shipping, will
be enforeed in another country, so long
as there is no law in that country
which will operate against its enforce-
ment. In this matterI setaside every
consideration as to what may be the
cffect of Mr. Plimsoll’s labours. I am
inelined to think there is a very great
deal of force in the objections which he
has made to the existing Maritime Law
of England. But whether his policy
is wise or unwise, I hold that he is en-
tirely out of court with regard to the
rights of the people of this country.
He has no right to touch them. The
Imperial Government, I do not ques-
tion, has the power to repeal the Bri-
tish North America Act and put anend
to the authority by which this House
has been convened—but until that is
done it has no more power with refer-
-ence to_this question of shipping thanin
regard to any other matter upon which
we are authorized -to . legislate. The
fact that we are authorized to legislate
precludes the possibility of concur-
rent Jegislation in Great Britain. Youn
cannot have one shipping policy
there affecting Canada and another
in Canade itself; and if wec have
the power to make police regulations
for the government of ships in our har-
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boury, to regulate the manner in which
they are constructed and loaded in our
ports, our laws have just the same {ce
beyond our territory as the laws of
England beyond the limits of that
country with regard to the ships con-
structed there. I think it is high time
that the Parliament of this country,
which possesses a shipping amounting
to some millions of tons, should assert
the rights of self-government conferred
upon it. It is high time for it to cease
to declare over and over again that it is
incompetent to deal with those matters
with which it is authorized to deal.
If that policy is persisted in it would
be better to say to the Government of
England—*“You have given us more
“ power than we ought to possess, and
“we are incompetent to deal with the
“rights of property so far as the
“xhipping interest is concerned, and
“we  wish you to withdraw that
s power from ws.” 1 do not hold
with this view, however. 1 am ve
anxious myself to see the rights of.this
Parliament maintained to their full
extent, and I have no doubt in such
event our maritime interests will be
quite as well cared for, and our regis-
tration quite as highly regarded abroad
as that of any other country.

T have one observation to make in
answer to the hon. member for Kent
(N.B.), who said that ships leave our
ports after inspection and sometimes
remain away three or four years, and
theretore they ought to be inspected in
England. But suppose they were
cruising and carrying on commerce in
the Mediterranean, I see no more rea-
son, why the Iinglish Government
shonld interfere in the matter than
France, Spain or any other country.

Mr. McLEOD—1 should like the
hon. gentleman to explain how it is
possible for our vesscls, as British
ships, to be exempt from the operation
of the laws in the ports of Great - Bri-
tain ?

Mr. MILLS—They should be placed
on the same footing as foreign ships.
Foreign luw is always respected as a
matter of comity, and we should have
the same rights as a foreign nation in
this respect.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL~I1 am grati-
fied to notice that thore is no differ-
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ence of opinion botween the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries and mywself
except on ome point—in regard to
placing our ships on the same footing
asthose of other countries. According
to a statement by the hon. gentleman,
the British Government seem to object
to legislate in that direction.

Hon. Mr. SMITH----1 think the hon.
gentleman misunderstood me.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL.—We agree
on every point, except as to the remedy.
The House may rest satisfied that
the British Parliament will not take

that character of legislation which the |

hon. gentleman suggests. One of the
principles,of the Merchants’ Shipping
Act of 1854, which with amendments
has been the only law on the subject up
to the present, is not to touch foreign
ships or sailors.

Hon. Mr. SMITH-—Foreign sailors
are subjected to our laws in Canada.

Mr. MITCHELL—So far as I ve-
member that Act has been the only
legislation on this point, and under it
there is no power to arrest forcign
sailors or take cognizance of their
deserting their ships. 1 have no hesi-
tation in saying, from the place where
my words possess some importance,
and speaking to the ship-owners of New
Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Quobec, and
all Canada, that if we don’ttake a stand
and secure from ,the British authorities
this needed concession, our efforts will

be futile. That is my deliberate
opinion. The hon. gentlemen from

ent and Prince Edward Island have
referred to the question of Canadian
laws. As I stated at the opening of
the debate, I am not at all tied to the
question of Government survey by a
Canadian Government Lloyds. If any
other remedy can be devised which will
su%ply the link,we are bound to supply
it before wo ask England to exempt
us, I shall give it my support.
By establishing an association such as
Lloyds—and there is certainly enough
intelligence, wealth, and talent in the
country to effect such an organization
~—which would receive Government
countenance, great good would be
effected in this direction. If the mat-
ter is properly represented to the Home
Authorities we will obtain our de-
mands. Nothing has been asked of

Hon, Mr, MITOHELL.
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England which has not been granted,
until from a small colony we have
risen to a people with an Independent
Parliament.

I was pleased to hear the views
of the hon. member for Bothwell with
regard to Treaties. 1believe the day is
not far distant when we will have the
power of making Treaties. What is the
‘Washington Treaty ? Who made it as
regards the portion affecting Canada ?
I admit the English representatives
had a great deal to do with it, but let
a question come up atfecting Canada
alone, and England would not attempt
to settle it without consulting us
and asking us to assist her. Hon.
gentlemen may not approve of those
views, but they will before long, and
the time is not far distant when we
will not be content that questions
affecting Canadian })rosperity shall be
controlled entirely by people who may

| not understand orspecially care for our

interests.

I will show you how this legislation
will affect us with relation to deck-
loads, You will remember the hon.
member for St. John, the Minister of
Customs, resisted my efforts to regulate
and limit the carrying of deck-
loads. e fought it after every-
body else had assented to the measure.
I'may inform him that the legislation
now under consideration in the British
Parliament proposes to sweep away
all deck-loads, although’we in Canada,
who are practical men and understand
the rights of sailors and ship-owners,
regulated the system. I will just read
a most ridiculous paragraph from a
specch delivered by Mr. Plimsoll at

erby very recently. Hesaid:—

« I have, however, seen a stateient in the
report of the Royal Commission on Unsea-
worthy Ships, 1875, to the effect that the law
against deck-loading had ceased to become
operative, owing to cvasions; that a ship
would load in a Canadian port according to
law, and crossing the river St. Croix, which
divides Canada from America, would then
take on board the deck cargo which was pro-
hibited on the other side of the river; also
that vessels loading in the St. Lawrence and
the Bay of Fundy would proceed down to
Eastport in the United States, they baving
loaded in Canada in compliance with the law,
and then availed themselves of the second
point of departure to load in a manner pro-
hibited by the law. BSupposing these things
to be so, &c.” :
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Now, upon the faith of such in-
formation, as that they are going to
sweep off all deck-loads,have we not
reason to be apprehensive? 'The hon.
mémber for Yarmouth, while he
approves of everything else I have
uttered, has no fears on this score. He
knows well that take the shipping
owned and registered in British Amer-
jea, and it will be found there is mno
country in the world—IL say it
advisedly—where the uniform char-
acter of the tonnage stands as high as
our own, and yet the legislation which
they are going to pass is to be based,
not upon the character of our vessels,
or the capacity of their officers, but
upon a state of things which has existed
in England where rotten ships have
been sold and sent to sea until the
abuse has given rise to Mr. Plimsoll’s
movement. I warn hon. gentlemen in
this House who are more interested in
tonnage than I am, that no haltway
measure in relation to their interests
will do in a crisis like this, and unless
this Government boldly ask the English
Ministry and Parliament to exempt
Canadian vessels from legislation that
has grown out of English abuses and
has no existence in our trade, that
they will fail in getting the protection
that is desired.

_ The hon. member for Kent’s remarks
in relation to inspectors are just. I
believe four-fifths of the inspectors
appointed under the Plimsoll Act do
not understand or appreciate the
quality of wooden ships, and therefore
our vessels will not get justice from
them. Tiet our Government adopt a
manly course and tell the English
Government what our rights are, and
ask that our vessels be exempted from
legislation to which they should not be
subject, inasmuch a8 we have passed
laws for ourselves, and that nation
which has ever been a liberal and just
mother to her colonies will not refuse
compliance. . !
Hon. Mr. VAIL—We should notask
anything unreasonable. The British
. Government has conceded to Canada
the right of legislating for our own
vesgels and all others in our waters
for the last three years. We should
be cautions not to ask for what |
they would not be willing to grant
to us under the circurstances. What
s
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Canadian ship-ownershuinly require at
present is, that their ships in British
ports should be placed in the same
position as foreigh vesscls ; and if that
be granted, we want nothing beyond it
except that no legislation in the British
Parliament shall have any ecffeet upon
our ships in foreign ports.

The hon. member for Northumber-
land says we should ask the British
Government to instruct their Consuls
in foreign ports to carry out Canadian
laws in relation to Canadian vessels.
That is almost asking what a nation
might expect. If we should make such
a request the British Government would
be very likely to reguire us to pay our
share of the expense of keeping up these
officers. I hope the day is far distant
when a line of distinction will be so-
drawn between Canadian and British
ships that a British Consul cannot act
in a foreign port for our tonnage as
British ships,

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL—We¢ have
had a right to legislate for oar own
vessels for over forty years.

Hon. Mr. VAIL—This Act veferred
to has been only three years in force..

Hon. Mr., MITCHELL-—We have
had it in-New Brunswick and you in
Nova Scotia for many years,

Hon. My. VAIL—Not in regard to
the loading of grain.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL~—That has
been the Port Warden’s Law for years
in Quebec and Montreal.

Mr. CARMICHAEL—I agree almost
entirely with the remarks made by
the hon. member from Kent with re-
spect to the Canadian Lloyds. I have
great respect, also, for the opinion of
the hon. member for Yarmouth, who
represents, perhaps, more than any
other gentleman here, the shipping in-
terest. In establishing a Canadian
Lloyds we scek to do that which no
other country has yet attempted to do.

1 Weare an important maritime people,

but we surely may consent to follow
in the track of England, France and
the United States, and none of those
countries have established by law a
Government Board of Classification.
We have now .all the benefit of the
most important Boards of Classification
existing—FEnglish Lloyds and Bureau
Veritas, Those classific-t*ons arc used
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through all partS of the world. As
was well stated by the hon. member
" for Kent, we will require for a Cana-
dian establishment a-staff of officials,
danger of political influence being
exercised in their appointment. We
will also have to establish. agents
in all the principal ports of Europe
where ships require inspection and re-
«classification. This country would not
be prepared, particularly in the pres-
-ent depressed state of the finances, to
create such a staff and sustain such ex-
pense. It is also proposed not tomake
this law compulsory, and I therefore
fail to see what good it will effect.
We may succeed in driving away
English Lloyds and Bureau Veritas
from our midst without obtaining a
compensating advantage.
The motion was agreed to.

IMPORTS FROM THE UNITED STATES.

Mr. YOUNG—I beg to move, Sir,
that in order to ascertain to what
extent Canada has been made a sacri—
fice marketfor American manufacturers
during the last two years, it be

Resolved—That an humble Address be pre-
gented to His Excellency the Governor Gen-
eral praying that Bis Excellency will cause to
be laid before Parliament a statement shewing
the total value of all articles imported from
the United States intoeach Province of the
Dominion during 1871, ’72 and ’73 paying 15,
10 and 5 per cent. duty respectively, and also
.a similar statement for 1874 and *75 of articles
paying 173, 10 and 5 per cent., fogether with
-such remarks and further facts as the Com-
missioner of Customs may be able to add
touching the increased importation of Ameri-
-can manufactures into Canada.

I hope, Sir, that my friend the
Minister of Cuastoms will consent to
the adoption of this motion. Its object
is to obtain a statement, bringing out, if
possible, to what extent American
goods have been sacrificed in our
market since the commencement of the
«crisis in the United States in the
fall of 1873; and I have purposely
worded the latter portion of the reso-
lution in such a2 way as to enable the
-Customs Department to bring down
the retwrns in the most effective
manner. My motion is seconded by Mr.
‘Workman,

Imports from the

Hon. Mr. TUPPER—I would just

suggest to my bon. friend, with refer-

ence to this resolution, that the in-:
formation for which he moves is in "

Mr. CARMICHAEL.
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the possession of this House. The
Trade and Navigation Returns contain
the information he desires, in an offi-
cial and condensed form ; not down,
rhaps,to so late a period as the present
ay, but to the end of 1875. e might
move for the additional state-
ment, but I rather question, Sir, tire
propriety of asking for the opinion of
any person in this country. The hon.
gentleman demands a return of certain
official data already in the possession of
this House ; and in addition, the views
of the Commissioner of Customs.

Mr. YOUNG—No !

Hon. Mr. TUPPER—Then I mis-
understood the terms of the motion,
which I thought contained the words:
—and any remarks the Commissioner
of Customs may choose to add.

Hon, Mr. MACKENZIE —1It ig
quite evident this phrase is to be under-
stood in the ordinary sense, for the
hon. gentleman will find that in the
returns a column is left for remarks,~—
incidental, of course,to the extent of the
subjects embraced ; and this is all that
can be obtained in such a relation.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER—This it a
motion for a return of certain data,
and I imagined that his object was to
get the opinion of the Commissioner
of Customs—a subordinate-~concerning
the bearing of these figures, which-will
be otherwise contained. Now, I
object to this, if that is his object.

Mr. YOUNG—That is not my in-
tention.

After a brief discussion the Hon, Mx.
Mackenzie altered the motion as fol-
lows :—

# That an Order of the House do issue, rea
quiring the Minister of Customs to cause to
be laid before Parliament, &c., with such
explanatory remarks and further facts as he
may be able to add, touching the increased
imports.”

Sir JOIN A. MACDONALD—That
will do.

The motion b8ing carried, and the
hour being six o’clock, the House teck
recess.

AFTER RECESS.

The debate on Mr, Mill’s motion
for the appointment of a Select Com-
mittee to enquire into the causes of
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being resumed—

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said : Mr. Spealker,
I do not rise for the purpose of making
.8 specch on the present occasion. After
what has fallen from the Hon. Minister
of Finance, I think it would hardly be
fair to go into a general discussion
of the questions raised by the motion
before the House. I rise, Sir, for the
purpose of giving my hearty and em-
“phatic support to the motion of the

on® Member for Bothwell. I agree
with the hon. gentleman in the opi-
nion that the condition of this country
is a very deplorable one. I am not old
enough, and my acquaintance with
public affairs will hardly allow me to
go as far back as the hon. member for
Montreal West, who says that in 40
_years he has never seen anything like
the commercial depression or suffering
in the country which exists to-day;
but I agree with the hon. member for
Bothwell that the country is in a
condition requiring the serious atten-
tion of Parliament. His Excellency
has provided ns with a Committee to
deal with precisely such questions as
these. The gentlemen who now sit
on the Treasury Benches have been
placed there for the very purpose of
making such enquiries, bringing the
result to the House and submitting
them for the approval of Parliament.
They are therc not only for the pur-
pose of analyzing the condition in
which the country is now placed and
the cause of the depression, but they are
there also to present such measures to
the House as may tend to relieve the
country. I agree with the hon. mem-
ber for Bothwell in the inference that
his motion presents to every intelli-
gent member of this House—that the
time has come when we must have
-another Committee-that the Committee
which His Excellency has provided the
country with, to deal with such mea-
sures, have shown themselves ontirely
Inadequate for the emergency. I go
further, and will be prepared at another
time to show to the House my reasons
for entertaining the opinion that
the hon. gentlemen to whom pub-
lic affairs have been entrusted have
entirely failed in devising such measures
ag were necessary to relieve the country

S
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in such emergency. It the combined
talent of the Administration had been -
devoted, from the time of their accept-
ance of office to this, to cause the exact
condition of affairs we are mnow
suffering from, they could not have
discharged “that duty with greater
ability or success. Under these cir-
cumstances 1 accept the motion as
one equal to the emergency. The time
has come when we must have another
Committee, to deal with this important
question, and I have no doubt that
when that motion receives, as I think
it will, the support of a large majority
of this House, and after that con-
stitutional action has followed which
must inevitably follow its passage,
my hon. friend the First Minister
will be able to suggest to His
Excellency the Governor General the
names of a Committee adequate to the
duty proposed by the resolution.

Mr. NORRIS—I am not opposed to
the appointment of this Committee. It
is our duty to make enquiry into the
present state of the country—provided
it is not to burk the question. Ifit is
the intention to go to work and
prepare areport, I cannot see why there
should be any objection to it. In my
opinion it does not require a great deal
of time to determine the ‘causes of the
stagnation of trade. All will agree, 1
think, that the lumber interest is
suffering, not from any fault which
rests with the country,but because other
nations with whom we trade are
experiencing financial stringency. That
trade cannot possibly be benefitted
until the cloud clears away from our
neighbours over the borders. With
regard to the agricultural interest, I
think it is also depressed to a certain
extent. It is said to be sound and
prosperous ; I believe it is sound, butI
don’t know that it is prosperous. This
interest cannot flourish when the
nations which we unsunally supply raise
so much bread-stuffs as they have
lately done.

Secondly, I think that no Govern-
ment, no matter who they may be,
can possibly furnish better prices for
our agricultural interests. When crops
fail in other countries we may expect
to see our farmers flourish, by reason
of the increased demand there will be
for their produce.
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Another drawback can be prevented

- a great deal. Our manufacturing in-
terests are in a deplorable state; this
has been admitted by every member
who has spoken. I am not what you
would call a Protectionist; neither do
I believe in discriminatory duties, be-
caunse I believe we should not disturb
our relations with our friends across
the borders. Without going into sta-
tistics or a discussion of the questions
-of free-trade and protection, which
have been agitated long enough by the
ablest men of all countries, I will
merely refer to two nations with which
we are intimately acquainted, and
show that what suits one will not suit
the other. I believe what gives pros-
perity to England is not suited to Ca-
nada. England to-day can be called a
free-trade nation. She has prospered
under that policy very largely, but
how long has she been a free-trade
nation? Her policy, has been free-
trade just ag long as it was necessary.
It is not 100 years ago since she took
the duties off timber from this and other
countries. And why? Because her
home supply was growing scarce, It
was the same with corn; she took off
the duty to feed the people she had
employed in her factories at small
wages. When England had her manu-
“factories established and ceuld compete
with the world, she became a free-
trade nation.

Take the United States, on the
other hand. The policy of that nation
has been protective from the com-
mencement, and yet it has prospered
even to a greater extent than England.
I merely cite these two instances, to
show that under different circumstan-
ces, a difference in policy was neces-
sary and successful. The hon. member
for Bothwell stated, in moving hig

resolution, and the hon. member for |

South Waterloo, in seconding it also
‘stated that so long as we have the
balance of trade against us we cannot
possibly be prosperous.

Mr. MILLS—I-did not say that.

Mr. NORRIS—I think it is 2 gene-
ral opinion, at all events, that it must
be so when the balance is so mmuch
against us as the trade and navigation
Yeturns show. I find that in 1873, we
imported into this eouhtry $117,500,-

Mr, Nozzis,
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000, and only exported $89,000,000,
which leaves a balance of $37,000,00:
againstus. In 1874 weimported $127,-
000,000 and ~exported only $89,000.
In 1875, we imported $119,600,000 4nd
exported only $77.500,000, leaving
about $42,000,000 to be provided for,the
balance against us, [ think theése
figures must convince every person
that so Jong as we have so large a bal-
lance against us, it is utterly impossi-
ble we can be as prosperous as we
should be. 1 am sure the coungry is
looking for an increase of the tarift dr
something of the kind. This must je
evident to the gentlemen who are lead-
ing the House, The impression in the
country is that the revenue will be
short about $3,000,000. 1f that is the
case, I think it will tax every cnergy
and ability of the Government to meet
the deficit, and carry on the public
works of this country, the abandon-
ment of which would only intensify
the depression. The only way to raise
this revenue, that I can see is by increas-
ing taxation. For the last year the
people of this country have been getting
wiser and decreased their importations
instead of increasing them. I hope they
will continue this. I have no doubt
for a year or two our imports will fall
very far short of what they have been.
If we have not a higher tariff, I do
not see how this large revenue is to be
raised.

I know some will say that it is no
matter where we get our goods ; if we
can get them a little cheaper, we are
all the richer. I decidedly cannot
agree with them on this point. 1
think it would be far better for this
country to manufacture our own
goods, or at all events a portion of
them; that would leave within the
country the money we have to send to
foreign nations. Statistics have been
furnished in this debate to show that
since 1872 the importations from the
United States have nearly doubled,
while the imports from Great Britain
have decreased on nearly every article.
It is plain the manufactures of the
neighboring nation are supplantin%
English goods in this market, and
have no doubt they will continue to do
80, and in the end, to a certain extent,
find their way -even into the markets
of England,
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Although largely interested in wheat
and flour, I would say, at the present
iime at all events, I do not believe it
it is discrect that we should impose a
duty on provisions going into the
Maritime Provinces. We feel the in-
justice, however, of admitting them
free into our country while a duty of
20 per cent. is placed on flour and

in we send to the United States.
%ﬁ:ere could, however, be a duty placed
on corn. By the trade and navigation
returns, 1 notice that we imported
3,679,000 bushels of Indian corn last
year, and exported 2,050,000 bush‘els,
leaving 1,700,000 of a balance against
this country. None this corn is im-
ported to feed the people, but to make
whiskey. Why should this not be
taxed ? If we must have whiskey, the
coarse grains of our own Province
could be used for the purpose, and
there is also a large section of country
along Lake Erie where corn can be
successfully raised. A duty on this
product would benefit our agricultural
interests. I think it is time for this
country to take a decided step on this
matter, and put an end to such unjust
and unfair competition with our own
people.

T'am very much pleased to find that
'gentlemen who were Free Traders afew
years ago, are Protectionists now. I
remember how the hon. member for
‘Cumberland rated the Finance Minister
soundly because he increased the duty
2} per cent., but now, if I understand
him, he wants more. He says the
policy of the Government is ruinous to
the country, and the manufacturing
interest is depressed for want of pro-
tection. But if the late (Government
had not reduced the tariff in 1867 to
fifteen per cent. 1 am inclined to think
this country to-day would have been
'itl.a more prosperous condition than
it is. -

But, Sir, if the country is ruined. as
the hon. gentleman has said. certainly
this Government is not responsible and
it is hardly necessary to say anything
more on this occasion. Iam sure that
the Government of the day would not
1gnore—what I do not believe they can
~the cry for protection that has.gone
forth in this country. What do we
find? That from every city in Ontario
and Quebec—I will pot say anything
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about the Maritime Provinces, I pre-
sume they are free traders and I res-
pect their opinjons—but in every city
in Ontario and Quebec, and in every
town—not a man would be elected
unless he avows himself in favour of
incidental protection to our manufac-
tures. Commencing at Quebec and
coming to Montreal, Toronto, London
and Hamilton, every candidate that
would dare to avow himself a Free-
Trader would be elected to stay at
home. I think it is the time, and I am
sure I think it is my duty to speak and
tell this hon. House that these are the
views of the people.

Mr. BOWELL—The question before
the House, like the one under discus-
sion a few minutes ago, has drifted to
the general question of protection and
free-trade. It is not my purpose, how-
ever, to discuss that question now.
‘When the right hon. member for King-
ston rose at the moment it was supposed
that the motion was to be carried
without debate, and called your atten-
tion and the attention of the Govern-
ment to the fact that the resolution was
worded o a3 to be to all intents and
purposes a vote of want of confidence.
in the Adminjstration, I supposed
that the question, would have
been settled between the gentlemen
occupying the Treasury Benches and
the Leader of the Opposition. How-
ever, the Hon. Minister of Finance
took exception to the constitutional
point which had been raised by my
right hon. friend from Kingston, and
in endeavouring to substantiate the
position which he took, he cited a
motion which had been moved in this
House, and carried at the time when
that gentleman was in the Government

and Leader of the House. I was
surprised after his attention had
been ealled to the fact that the

motion for the appointment of the
Committee to enquire exclusively into
the state of the manufacturing interests
of this country was substantially the
same as that which is now before the
House,theright hon. gentleman permit-
ted it to be carried, thereby admitting
the force of the objection taken at the
beginning of thedebate. However, my

‘present intention is more particularly

to call attention to the remarkable.
speech of my hon. friend from North,
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York. My hon. friend the member for
Frontenac designated that speech as
an unmanly one. I shall not use that
term, but 1 do say, after looking into
that matter, I must express my surprise
and give utterance to the strongest
expression when I say that if it were
not unmanly it was certainly a most
unfair and one-sided speech towards the
gentleman to whom he referred, and a
mutilation of that gentleman’s reso-
Jution and speeches .at the Board of
Trade. I shall endeavour to show that
what I have asserted I can substantiate
by the public records. Iknow that the
hon. gentleman excused himself by
stating that he had a right to refer to
a gentleman out of the House with
reference to his public acts, more
particularly when  these resolutions
were moved in a public body like the
Board of Trade. Had he contined
himself to that, in all probability no
notice would have been taken of his
remarks; but he said this gentleman
was the rising hope of the Conservative
party in this country, therefore I
suppose it was nccessary for him to
bring down upon that gentleman’s
head his displeasure and the weight of
his great intellect. 1 do not doubt that
he felt humiliated ever since that
speech was delivered. I question
whether he will be enabled to raise his
head any morc in any constituency
where he may present himself; but
what had the dinner given to Mr.
White in Montreal to do with the

roceedings of the Board of Trade ?

Vhat had the speech delivered by the
right hon. member for Kingston at the
dinner to do with Mr. White's utteran-
ces and speeches at the Board of Trade ?
What had the defeat of Mr. White
by my hon. friend the member for
Montreal West to  do with that
gentleman’s utterances at the Board of
Trade? The fact is he thought it was
necessary—to use a very familiar ex-
pression—to “squelch” that gentleman
out of existence, and in doing that he
evidently had bottled up in his mind
an onslaught on the right hon. member
for Kingston; and the member for
Kingston also, I suppose, was com-
pletely annihilated by that hon. gentle-
man’s utterances. That Mr. Thos.
‘White, at the Board of Trade meeting,
moved a resolution in favour of free-
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trade in 1873, and then in 1874 moved.
a resolution in favour of protection, and’
that the coursc suggested itself to him
to carry out because his friends were:
in power at one time, and because at
the other that his political opponents.
were in power, is certainly not borne-
out by the facts.

Mr. DYMOXND--T beg that the hon.
gentleman will allow me to correct
him. I made no suggestion about any
such motive having influence with the
gentleman he has referred to. I
guoted simply from the resolutions
which were moved ; I did not refer to
any speech of his; I quoted simply
from the record here word for word as-
it appears in this book, I made no
suggestion whatever as to his motive.

Mr. BOWELL-—The hon. gentleman
has forgotten himself, T think.

Mr. DYMOXND--No.

Mr. BOWELL---It is very fortunate
for the hon. gentleman to forget some-
times, although it is not an excuse for
any hon. gentleman to forget anything.
I suppose be has the same frailties as
other people ; but I say to the House
that the hon. gentleman did not quote-
the whole resolution, but & portion of
both resolutions, and by a quotation to
this House of only one-half, he left a
a false impression on the minds
of hon. members; a proceeding:
which should be beneath  the
dignity of a gentleman occupying his
exalted position in this county. With
your permission, I will read the reso--
fation, and "I wish to explain that it
was an amendment moved to a resolu--
tion which had been proposed by Mr..
Robert Wilkes, a former member of this
House—I1 think I may use the term—
in the direction of free-trade. pure and
simple, and one that wonld have met.
with the approbation of my hon. friend.
from Welland, provided that it included
in it hig pet theory of free money..
Then 1 shall quote u few remarks made-
by Mr. White upon this motion, and
also the view that was taken of it by
Mr. Wilkes, who had moved a free-
trade resolution ; and Iask whether he-
was justified in attributing free-trade
principles to Mr. White on that occa-
sion :

« Mr, Thomas White, of Montreal, moved,
seconded by Hon. Robert Read—{who is cer-
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tainly not a Free-Trader, as anyone who knows
him is aware, and I think I know him as well
a5 any man in the country)—¢that, without
offerring any opinion upon some of the details
of the present customs’ tariff, or upon the
anomalies which are inevitable in all tariffs,
this Board is of opinion that no change should
be made in it. unless the exigencies of the
public service demand a larger revenue.” ”——

Mr. DYMOND—Hear, hear.
Mr. BOWELL—

¢ And in such case,any increase that is to
be made should be in accordance with the
principles of the present customs’ tariff,
which, while not interfering with the
eommerce of the Dominion, will afford in-
eidental protection to the manufacturers.-’

Mr. DYMOND—Hear, hear.
Mr. BOWELL—

¢ That this Board is further of opinion
that permanency in the fiscal policy of
the country is most important alike to its
ecommerce and manufactures, and that no
ehange should be made in the tariff, not
demanded by the absolute necessity of the
revenue.’’

Mr. DYMOND—Hear, hear.

Mr. BOWELL—If it pleases the
hon. gentleman I am quite satisfied.
Now, Sir, what did Mr. White say in
introducing that motion ?

Mr. DYMOND—Never mind what
Mr. White says.

Mr. BOWELL—I have no doubt
the hon. gentleman would like that
suppressed, as he suppressed a portion of
the resolution referring to incidental
protection of our manufactures. M.
White said :

. “Iwish to adduce some reasons for vot—
Ing against the resolution proposed by Mr.
Wilkes, which was a free-trade motion,and
why I think the Board ought to accept the
amendment [ have placed into your hands.
I have no hesitation in saying that I am a
Protectionist to that extent. I believe that
1t is possible for the Government to adopt
a fiscal policy to nurture, protect and pro-
mote the industries of the country. The
free-trade principle on the contrary says
that the Government should not interfere
to thisend, and that, just in proportion as
it does interfere it injures rather than
benefits the manufacturers’ interest.
From this doctrine I entirely dissent.”

Then, Sir, he says further :

“The resolution, therefore, while it pro-
fesses to be in the interest of native in.
dustries—(that is Mr. Wilkes’ motion)—is
Teally an extreme free-trade resolution put
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forward by the advoocates of free-trade in
terms which they hope may catch the vote
of the Protectionists of this Board, with
clap-trap phrases about the cost of living,
and at the very time, when byits general
policy it seeks protection for the largest
interests of the county."”

Now, Sir, how did Mr. Wilkes
take that motion in amendment
to his own. He says  the
end of all such resolutions as Mr. White
advocated is protection all round.
Surely he was as capable o1 judging of
the intentions of the mover, of the effect
which the resolution would have had
had it been carried—as the hon.
gentleman who condemned and
attempted to destort this motion to-
day. ¢ One man wants hisraw materia!
¢ free, and his raw material isthe manu-
¢ factured article of some other person;
“therefore they must be protected all
“round.” Now, Sir, that is the view
taken of that resolution by the gentle-
mau who was then advocating an ex-
treme policy of free-trade. Let me call *
the attention of the House to the reso-
lution moved by Mr. White in 1874,
and I ask you to pay particular atten-
tion to this to see wherein it differs
from the other resolution in
principle; in principle it is essentially
the same as the resolution offered in
1875. You will observe, and this
House will observe, that it is almost
word for word. The resolution which
he then moved, and which my friend
from North York has designated as a
protective resolution, is as follows:—

«QOwing to the fact of the large obligations
already assumed by the Dominion, and also
that during the first half of the pre~
sent fircal year the expenditure has ex-
ceeded the revenue by a considerable sum
it is probable that some revision of the fiscal
policy of the Dominion will become necessary
during the approaching Session of the Cana-
dian Parliament ; be it Resolved, That in the
opinion of this Board the principle of protec-
tion to the manufacturing industries of the
country should be embodied in such revision
of the tariff, so far as it can be carried out con-
sistently with the commerce and revenue re-
quirements of the country.” ~

Mr. DYMOND—Hear, Hear.

Mr. BOWELL—I was waiting for
that “ hear, hear.” This is precisely the
same language used in the resolution
which the hon. gentleman declared
was a free-trade resolution, while this
other wae a protection resclution, and
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yet in that case he declares that en-

muries should be made in accordance
gs?ith the principles of the present
custoxas tariff, which, while not inter-
fering with the commerce of the Dom-
nion, affords incidental protection to
these manufactures. Why does not
the hon. gentleman cry “hear, hear”
again? It brought a “hear hear” at
least from the hon. gentleman when I
read it in connection with the former
resolution. The last four lines are pre-
cisely the same as I read in the former
resolution, also the language is pre-
cisely the same with that used in the
resolution moved in 1873, which the
hon. gentleman declared to be a free-
trade resolution. T am not now going
to defend Mr. White any farther;
there were reasons which induced him
and every thinking man in this country
to take the position he did in 1875
This country was flourishing in 1873;
there was no necessity for raising the
tariff upon any article then manufac-
tured simply because the manufactures
of our country were flourishing;
and I think that the hon. member for
Lincoln knows that as a manufacturer
a8 well as any other man in this House.

Mr. NORRIS—Yes, yes.

Mr. BOWELL—And when he alludes
10 this state of things, or to what
a former Administration did under
different circumstances altogether, and
with a different state of trade in every
branch of our industry in this country,
be certainly had to go a long way to
find a cause or subject for attack upon
an Administration that is no longer in
existence. I know that it was a
favourite theory with many that the
ultra-Protectionists in the late Adminis-
tration did wrong in reducing the
tariff .from 20 to 15 per cent., and it
must have been amusing to this House,
and particalarly to those who knew
the circumstances under which it was
reduced, to listen to the hon. member
for Lincoln’s remarks upon that subject.
In one sentence he condemns the late
Administration for having reduced the
tariff from 20 per cent. without
adverting for one moment to the
circumstances which surrounded that
Government and the necessities

the country at the time;
and in the very next sentence he pats

Mr. BowxLL.
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the hon. gentlemen from the Maritime
Provinces on the back, because he
knows that they are opposed, and have
been ever since they have been in
Confederation, to high tariffs. At that
time Confederation had just been
consummated ; it brought into this
Dominion Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick, two Provinces in which
the highest tariffs—if my recollection
serves me right--were 124 and
10 per cent,, the former in New
Brunswick and the latter in Nova
Scotia. At that timé it was necessa:
rily the bounden duty of any man
or any number of men in direct-
ing the destinies of this country, to
cement as closely as they possibly
could all sections of the Dominion, and
not to carry any principle to such
extreme lengths as to make them more
dissatisfied than they were. At the
time when that policy was adopted, all
knew that they raised the duties 5
per cent. in Nova Scotia, and it cre-
ated intense feeling in that country.
We know that the Anti-Confede-
rates in New Brunswick also used it as a
great lever against those who support-
ed the principles of Confederation be-
fore it was consummated ; and ] repeat
that it was exceedingly wise states-
manship on the part of'those who were
then in power to adopt the policy they
did. Thereis one other point to which
T desire to refer before we argue the
ropriety of appointing the Committee.
y own opinion is, from my experi-
ence of Committees in this House, they
result in very little, and when the hon.
member for Montreal West states that
he only consented to become a member
of that Committee because he had been
assured by the member for Bothwell
that the report of the Committee was
not a foregone conclusion, I should
like to ask if all the gentleman in this
House or in the country could change
the free-trade theories or thé opinion
of the member for North York; or
whether there is sufficient in this House
or out of it to convince my hon. friend
from Bothwell that the theory of free-
trade, I was almost going to say “ pute”
and simple—is not the true policy for
all countries ? .
When you take that in connection with
the speeches of the same hon. gentle-
man made in Montreal, it seems as i



there must be something behind the
scenes. If I recollect aright, he stated
that he had the assurance of the Prime
Minister before consenting to become a
candidate that there would be a change
in the direction of incidental protection.
At alater date he unreservecﬁy said the
«change would be to raise the duty on
manufactured articles, which were
then languishing for want of business.
These utterances delighted his hearers,
and every man having a dollar’s worth
of goods in the customs hastened to
takeit out,and so saved the cxtra duty
which the hon. gentleman had assured
them would be imposed. 1 don’t say
that the Finance Minister has taken him
into his confidence, or that he informed
the hon. gentleman as to intended
changes ; but he made those speeches,
one result of which was to injure the
country by keeping money out of the
Treasury.

The hon. gentleman from Lincoln
made an onslaught on the hon. member
for Cumberland for having, as was said,
denounced the imposition of the 2% per
cent, last year. Now, the hon. gentle-
man-did object to the duty for incidental
or direct protective purposes. The
hon. gentleman’s position was this :
The Finance Minister, when he made
the Budget Speech, declared that there
was a large deficit in the rovenue of
the country, and that it was necessary
to impose this additional tax in order to
meetit. The hon. member for Cumber-
land contended that this was not correet,
and the result of the year’s operations
showed there was no deficit.

The hon. member for North York
found fault with the hon. member for
Kingston, and declared him to be a
Free-Trader because he opposed the
Motion to appropriate $86,000 for
manufacturers to exhibit their wares
at the Philadelphia Centennial. The
hon. gentleman’s reason for opposing
this was the same as that given by
Mr. John Bright with reference to a
similar proposition in the interests of
British ‘manufacturers—that it was
useless appropriating money to show
grticles in a country which had such a
high protective tariff as to preclude
theny from competition,
 Mr. DYMOND—Mr. Bright did not

ake that statement in Parliament.

@ simply alluded to the carpet manu-
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facture as an illustragion of the disad-

Depression.

‘wantages under which British manu-.

facturers suffer. He did not discour-
age his countrymen from sending their
goods if they chose, or Government
aiding them if it chose.

Mr. BOWELL—If my hon. friend is
satisfied with the explanation I am. Ifit
applies to the carpet interest it applies
to every other interest. It was the
principle, without narrowing it down to
any point, which Mr. Bright, as well as
the hon. member for Kingston, opposed.
But, the whole intention of the hon.
gentleman from North York appeared
to be this:—There were two men in
this country he desired to drive out of
existence, and he thought the best pos-
sible way to do that was to bring the
power of his giant intellect to bear
upon ‘them, and to relieve himself of a
bottled-up speech. The cork flew out,
as it generally does out of a soda water
bottle, and the whole contents effer-
vesced.

Mr. PATTERSON—It is not neces-
sary to attempt to prove that there is
a depression existing at the present
time in this country. This is generally -
admitted and too painfully felt by
many members of this House and by
the people of this conntry to require
any proof. It is mnatural, at a
time like this, when such severe trials
are being passed through, when so
many find their fortunes are wrecked
and the savings of hard labour for
years and years swept away from them
—that people cannot remain passive,
but will endeavour to find some solu-
tion. The hon. member for Bothwell
has moved for a Select Committee to
enquire into the cause of this depres-
sion. There seems to be no feeling of
hostility to granting the Committee on
the part of any member of the House.
It is true some of the oppenents of the
Government seem to think it is rather
aserious question, and that the passage
of the motion will be equivalent to a
vote of want of confidence. The Mi-
nistry seem to take the matter uncon-
cernedly, the whips arenot seen about
the House; no anxiety is manifested,
and I suppose it is probable the
Ministry will not resign if the motion
is carried.

I must confess that I, for one, am
slightly at a loss to understand the
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object of this Committee or the good
which may be accomplished by it. No
doubt the hon. member for Bothwell,
with that intimate knowledge of politi-
cal economy and all matters which
come before this House that he
})ossesses, has reasons good and valid,
eels confident that the gentlemen
associated with him will be able to
- discover the true cause of' the depres-
sion, and will be able to suggest the
proper remedy. But I have thought
that the Finance Minister would
be in possession of knowledge. on
this subject fuller than can he
acquired by any Committee—that,
from the position he occupies and
the care he takes in stndying
the interests of the country, he is
already in possession of facts of great
volume and weight. 1 assume that
the greatest good to be accomplished
by this Committee will be in afford-
ing an opportunity for the audible ex-
pression of individual views in. refer-
ence to business matters. Inthis House
you will find a diversity of opinion
as to the cause of this depression, and
some would attribute the trouble to one
thing and some to another. It is some-
" times stated that it is the duty of the
Finance Minister only to secure reve-
nue and see that it is properly expend-
ed, but I think that offlcial would
admit that he should do more. If the
securing of reuenue be his only aim and
object, then, Sir, it would naturally
follow that he should arrange a tariff
to produce the greatest possible amount,
no matter what effect 1t might have on
any industry of the coantry. And
taking this view I conceive that the
term incidental protection is meaning-
less. If the Finance Minister found
by reducing the present tariff he could
secure more revenue, it wounld be his
duty to make such reduction. T will
ask this House if it is true that large
quantities of American goods are being
brought into the market, notwith-
standing our .17} per cent. duty?
Should such be the fact, and that some
of our manufactories have been closed
in consequence, it follows that a very
slight reduction of the tariff would
produce such a state of things that
our factories would close altogether,
and that would mean more revenue to

Mr. PATTERSON.
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the country from the importation of alk
the goods consumed. :

I bold that the position is impreg-
nable that there is a dnty other than
the collection of revenue devolving on
a Finance Minister. 1 take the ground
that T am the only Frec-Trader in this
House, cxcept the hon. member for
Welland. A great many are Free-
Traders in theory, but not practically.
At the present time we have a pro-
tective tariff on some articles, and the
question that should engage the atten-
tion of the Finance Minister is whether
an additional duty, no matter how
much it may be on certain articles,
will promote the interests of the
Dominion.

Let us look for a moment at
the article of boots and  shoes.
Within my own recollection almost
all those goods were imported
from the United States, and 1 remem-
ber that when the tariff was raised to
10 per cent. a great stimulus was
given to that great branch of our in-
dustry, which now finds employment
for tens of thousands of persons. I
venture the assertion that if the
present 17} per cent. were reduc-
ed to 10 per cent. wo would de-
rive more revenue from those articles
than at the present time. That being
the case, it is true that the tariff we
have at present is in no measure pro-
tective, and both a revenue and a pro-
tective tarift at one time scems impos-
sible. Is it in the interests of the
country to have a tariff for revenue
purposes alone, or will the country
prosper better under free-trade than
protection? )

I am not a Protectionist. I am not
one of those who believe in erecting a
wallso high that you cannot trade with
any other country, but I must admit I
am in favour of a defensive policy. I
cannot view with complacency what
we sec in this country. ~We live beside
a country with a population ten times
greater than ours, whose industries have
been fostered by protection until they
are enabled, even in some articles in
which Britain excelled, to challenge
supremacy with her. Wh