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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

“THE ajr is full of daggers,” was a favourite expression of the prince of
policemen, Fouché. Similarly it may be said of Canada that its atmos-
Phere is full of rumours. Even those who are not on the alert for on dits
and party dodges are brought face to face with the fact that * Canadian
ndependence” is in the air. 1t wmay not be that the feeling is very popular,
Or that it is recognized as being within the range of practical politics, but
ft 18 in the air, and the concurrent report of a Washington committee
In favour of reciprocity with Canada will tend to keep the question before
t?‘e public. The leading political organs have, after very mature considera-
tion, taken sides, though for some time they fought comically shy of the
Watter, evidently awaiting orders. The Government, with a waning popu-
larity, the result of their barcfaced bribery policy, and eagerly on the
l?°k0% for a political battle-cry, no matter what, wasin a position very
Smilar to one in which the Duke of Wellington once found himself in
{’ain, when he said he could neither go forward, nor backward, nor stand
Still. The result of the party council, however, was evidently that “Inde-
Pendence” was not the watchword which would ensure them a further
lease of power, and the Tories came out in favour of the statu quo. The
Teception given to Sir Richard Cartwright’s deliverances on Independence
&r}d Imperial Federation by the country generally is almost in exact accord
Yith the attitude of the Toronto Opera House meeting. It was remarked
Y careful observers present at that demonstration that whilst Annexation
;’a“ not scouted, Imperial Federation was received as a chimera, and a
flberal measure of applause was awarded to the suggestion that Canada’s
Wture might, be that of an independent nation. Even that, however, did
not by any means ‘“bring down the house.” " The conclusion arrived at by
:Ore than one impartial observer was that Sir Richard’s audience was
‘w:‘POSe{l of men who hud not arrived at any definite convictior-x as to wha:t
sﬂ:n best for the future of the Dominion. A large propfn'txon by :oheu'
anq c}:)e appeared to be utterly indifferent—were inclined elth.er tf’ “rest
Pl‘om‘e thankful,” or to take a Micawberian view of the s.ltuatxon. A
enc(:nin-t Toronto preacher sums up the discussion by declaring Indepen-
Mmpossible according to the designs of providence in Israel.

ai‘:t:ler Grit's or Tories want inde'ptendence, God is mightier, and we will
°elesti01 remain a p'art of t.he British Empire.” TIn the absence o-f any
isput:d }I)ne:}rlxs 1of 1nt:ormat10n, that 'statement is one n.ofj to b'e ;1ghilr)1'

_ Revep takey ol :c eayﬂ:grx;e;: deA.nnexatlon' al'so,‘the same f11v1ne thinks, ¢ :

y stiny of Britain is the destiny of Israel, an
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the destiny of the States is on a line with that of Britain.” Mundane
sources fail to supply any facts rebutting this point also. The Federa-
tion of all English speaking nations, another suggestion of Sir Richard
Cartwright’s, ‘“is what God intended,” says the reverend gentleman.
“Jreland will then have her freedom as far as is essential. A world’s
parliament situate at Jerusalem, the centre of the world, will be established
to deal with commerce in its higher forms, international laws and the like.
It will be so strong that no nation will dare to run counter to it, while it will
exercige a great influence over other nations and people.” The prophetic
preacher furthermore declared the impossibility of a small nation living,
except under the wings of a large one, and then incontinently proceeded to
denounce Annexation as ignominious, although the people of the United
States were considered by him desirable allies of England under the
Imperial Federation Scheme which, within a decade, is to usher in the
political millennium of the English-speaking race.

Tue Federal Government’s hesitating policy in the canal tolls question
is in strong contrast with the decisive manner in which they pushed through
the C. P. R. loan. They strain at a gnat just fafter complh.cently swal-
lowing a camel.  The reduction of one half has acted more as an irritant
to Quebecians than otherwise, a fact not to be wondered at when they see
their carrying trade being done in American bottoms. The canals must
be entirely freed from tolls before this state of things can be changed, and
considering the vast interests affected it is difficult to understand why the
Government does not at once accede to the demand almost unanimously
made by the Canadian commercial world,

“ THE end is not yet ” to Manitoban troubles. Sir John Macdonald has
not found the North-West deputation so pliable as they might have proved
in his practised hands had they not left a legislature and a people indisposed
to listen to half-measures. The people represented by Mr. Norquay refuse
to be longer bamboozled out of their demands by the promises of au
increased Provincial revenue. They insist on the right to build whatever
railroads they thing necessary, including one to Hudson’s Bay ; demard
that agricultural implements, building materials, and other necessaries
shall be relieved from the burden of a heavy taxation. The unfortunate
result of the policy hitherto pursued by the Premier and his creatures has
been to precipitate a crisis which it will require great tact to prevent
developing into something very like rebellion and disruption. The situ-
ation is tersely put by a writer on ¢ Government in the North-West,” in
another column.

Tuere were fourteen failures in Canada reported to Bradstreet’s during
the past week, as compared with twenty in the preceding week, and with
geventeen, ten, and fourteen respectively, in the corresponding weeks of
1843, 1882, and 1881. In the United States, there were 148 failures and
suspensions reported to the same authority in the same period, as compared
with 160, 104, and sixty seven, in the corresponding weeks of 1883, 1882,

and 1881, o

Tug latest escapade of the Irish Thugs has caused wide-spread consterna-
tion in the British metropolis, which seems to be the chief operating ground
of the devilish disciples of O’Donovan Rossa and others of that ilk. The
obtusity of the miserable poltroons who indiscriminately murder men,
women and children in their insane attempt to bring about what the  Irish
Nationalist Party ” call ¢ the freedom of Ireland, ” is only equalled by their
inhumanity. Intimate association with England has failed to teach them
that an English Government is the very last which should be approached
with threats.  The Irishman who dare step out and tell this truth to the
ignorant people from whom it is assiduously concealed by leaders who wax
fat on Irish discontent, will deserve well of his country, and will do more
to restore prosperity and good feeling than he would be thanked for by
Parnell and company. Although the eminous hints about “reprisals”
thrown aut by the Standard are very properly protested against by its Lon-
don contempararies, it is impossible not to contrast the almost phlegmatic
manner in which real grievances have been received by Englishmen, with the
bloodthirsty and hysterical proceedings accompanying the agitation against
i maginary Irish wrongs,
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CURRENT EVENTS AND OPINIONS.

Sie RicHARD CARTWRIGHT'S speech has, of course, set rolling the ball
of discussion on the question of Independence. We are still treated by
the adherents of Dependence with some lectures in the old denunciatory
style, and loyalty is still paraded as if in these days the word could have
any rational meaning but reverent submission to the law, and a hearty
desire to do whatever may be best for the community. But it is manifest
that vhe Reign of Terror is at an end. The advocates of Independence
speak with perfect freedom, and their opponents evidently feel that mere
denunciation has lost its force. This may be ascribed, in great measure, to
the change which, unperceived by many, perhaps, here, and certainly by
writers on Colonial subjects at home, has been stealing over Canadian
society. Canada has ceased to be English and has become Canadian. Our
elder statesmen, judges, and commercial chiefs are the best representatives
of a period in which all the high. places here were held by men who had
come from England, and still regarded England as their home. That
period has closed, and the high places in every department are now being
fast filled with native Canadians. Instead of the disposition to acknowledge
the superiority of men from the Old Country and to prefer them for all
appointments, there now prevails, in every sphere, a feeling that they are
interlopers whose intrusion is unwelcome, and whose pretensions are to be
watched with jealousy. This sentiment is shown even in the Universities
and the Militia. In Toronto University umbrage has never ceased to be
given by the presence of the “Oxford Quartette ”—now, by the way,
reduced to two Professors, since of the supposed four one was not con-
nected with Oxford at all, and one of the three who were has just resigned.
In the Militia, albeit the reputed seat of the most fervent loyalty, General
Luard certainly owed the unpleasant treatment which he experienced, not

" 8o much to any defect either in his own manners or in those of other
people, as to the jealousy felt by native officers of a British Commander-in-
Chief, and their impression that he could not understand Canadians. His
successor will be fortunate if he escapes trouble from the same source. The
fact is that an Englishman, of the professional class, is now better received
and has a fairer field in the United States than he has in Canada, notwith-
standing the traditional hostility of the Americans to the country from
which he comes. Not that Canadians are less liberal or less good-natured,
but they are more distinetly threatened by English competition. Tory
papers tell us that from Sir Richard Cartwright and those who hold his
opinions they will appeal to the “undying love of British connection.”
The last material bond of connection between Canada and the Empire was
broken by Sir John Macdonald when, in loud and defiant tones, he pro-
claimed FWiscal Independence. The moral bond, which alone can be
undying, none value more highly, cherish more intensely, or more earnestly
desire to perpetuate than those who are at the same time convinced that
the relation of dependence cannot last forever, that sooner or later equality
must take its place, and that to prolong dependence when it has ceased to
be good for either party is merely to run the risk of misunderstanding and
rupture. However, the issue depends upon the great forces and the higher
powers ; while men of letters, least of all men, can have any personal
motives for desiring to hasten, orin any way to'influence, the result. The
Canadian man of letters or journalist, though he may be uncertain as to
the future, has in any event a plain duty to perform. If Canada is
destined to be a nation, we must all wish both that she should have a
national literature, and that her public men and her citizens generally
should be trained, so far as the press can train them, not in mere party
tactics, but in politics worthy of the name. If she is destined ultimately
to join the great Confederation of the Continent, we must all wish that she
should not be mercly annexed as the smaller to the greater, but should
carry into the Union, as Scotland has carried into the Union with England
and Ireland, a distinct national character of her own and be a substantive
power, if possible for good, in the Councils of the United race upon this
Continent. -

MINISTERIAL journalists declare that Canada has been made so rich by
its National Policy that Reciprocity is no longer any object to her. Why
then has a Canadian Minister been at Washington negotiating for a
renewal of the treaty ! In the sphere of political economy every sort of
illusion seems to be possible, otherwise it would be difficult to believe that
well-informed and sensible men could persuade themselves that a heavy
increase of taxation could make up to the people of Canada for exclusion
from the markets and other commercial advantages of their own continent.
Amidst all the angry questions which concern only the parties and their
leaders this is the one which really concerns the people, and to which the
People if they know their qwn interest will give their special attention,

The Customs Line by which Canada is cut off from her continent is like
the Customs Line by which Scotland was once cut off from the rest of her
island, and its removal would be followed by a large measure of the
same happy effects. A renewal of the Reciprocity Treaty of 1854 would
be a boon, and it is always wrong to quarrel with the half loaf if the whole
loaf cannot be obtained : but the thing really to be desired is the abolition
of the Customs Tine. The Canadian statesman who would bring that
about would deserve the blessings of every Canadian who lives by the
sweat of his brow, Mr. Hitt was rightly informed when he was told that
the feeling in favour of Free Trade with the United States was strong, and
was likely to gather strength by discussion, among the people of this
country, especially along the frontier; nor can there be any reasonable
doubt that a complete measure, if fairly put before them, would speedily
win its way to their acceptance. Opposition there would be, not only on
the part of “ officials,” but on the part of others whose interests are more
or less bound up with the existing system, and of politicians who always
regard commercial union with suspicion because they fear that it may
bring political union in its train. It is remarkable that though the com-
mercial relations of the two countries have been under discussion, not 8
word has, so far, been said by the leading American journals, or by Ameri-
can statesmen about political annexation, and the remark may be extended,
if the * Bystander’s” experience is a fair test, to the conversation of political
circles at Washington. Customs-line or no Customs-line, the pOlif?ic“"l
destiny of Canada will remain in her own hands. That the Americans
harbour’any designs against her independence all who have lived in the
States know to be a chimera. Even if they were not too moral to conceive
projects of agression, they are too completely occupied with their own
politics to pay much attention to anything beyond,

Ix connection with some things which have been said in these- papers
respecting the progress of the French element and the threatened extine-
tion of British influence in Quebec, the attention of the writer has
been called to a series of articles on the Evangelization of French Canads,
by Mr. 8. A. Abbott, which appeared in the Montreal Witness. *The
French race,” says Mr. Abbott, “appears destined under Providence 0
play an important part in the future of this continent, and possibly, in
some respects, a controlling part in the future of this Dominion. ‘The
religious question, therefore, in its bearing upon political question:‘l,
assumes the utmost gravity to English Canadians, while in itself alone it
is incomparably important. We must not build on the assumption that
the French Canadiang are being Anglicized, or that the races are aboub
to amalgamate. Henceforth, whatever influence we may hope to exert
upon them must be through agencies as thoroughly French as we ¢an
make them. This conclusion may be humbling to our pride, and contrary
to our national traditions, but we must bow to the logic of events.” Mr.
Abbott’s specific is conversion to Protestantism. But of the result of
missionary efforts hitherto he has a doleful tale to tell, The mission-
arics estimate the total result of half a century of effort, of the work of
labourers now 113 in number, and of an expenditure at present
amounting to about $50,00Q a year, at 10,000 converts among the French
Canadians in Quebec, and 15,000 among those in the States. The Cﬁu‘fe
of failure, as Mr. Abbott thinks, is the rivalry of sects. Protestantism 15
presented to the French Canadian as a jangle of clashing creeds, .a.ll
peculiar to English churches, so that the medley is at once Aconfu'slng
to his mind and repugnant to his national sentiment. Drop sectarianisi
says Mr. Abbott, support a United French Protestant church, and the
work of evangelization will prosper. Unfortunately, to convert the 890?8
to unity, or even to united action in a single case, is at least as hard as it
is to convert a Catholic to the religion of any one of them. If Mr. Abbf’tt‘
can achieve this feat he will have performed a service to Christianity
more important than the evangelization of Quebec. There is ]ikely-‘ 88
Mr. Abbott is aware, to be a great stirring of the stagnant waters of Ca.nadlf"n
opinion by an agency very different from evangelization, though one which
will be “as thoroughly French as it can be made.” New France has, ©
late, been assiduously renewing her connection with Old France. But
Old France has not, like New France, remained ‘unchanged, and the
influences now, instead of being those of Louis XIV and Bossuet, will be
those of the Revolution. Ultramontanism in Quebec may triumph over
Gallicanism, it may set at defiance the feeble and disunited efforts of the
Protestant missions, but it will soon find itself assailed in the rear by
French Scepticism, and perhaps, as has often happened before, the hotr
of the Jesuit’s apparent victory may prove that of his total overthrow-

SUNDAY evening last, we were told, was to be the crisis of prepa«r&t.lon
for the coming Presidential conflict in the three camps of elegtioneerm%
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maneuvre pitched at Chicago ; and no doubt it was a very blessed Sabbath
ove in the Holy City. Before this number of the WEEK appears, unless
the struggle is very obstinate, the Republican nomination for the Presi-
dency will have been decided. What most interests a political observer is
the fissiparous condition of the Republican party, which on the last
Occasion wag split into two portions, and is now split into three. The two
Portions before were the Machinists, or the Stalwarts, as they delighted to
call themselves, and the Reformers, nicknamed by the Stalwarts Half-
Broeds, Now we have besides the Machinists, whose candidate is Blaine,
8nd the Reformers, whose candidate is Edmunds, a section which may be
called that of the Commercial Conservatives, which supports Arthur on
&cc?unt of the generally Conservative character of his administration,
°&'}ng little, so long as he keeps things in Wall Street right, for the fact,
Which stil deeply impresses the minds of the people, that he was made
. "esident by the pistol of Guiteau. While the contest for the nomination
18 going on, the three factions vilify each other and each other’s candidates
2 public, juss ag fiercely as the two great parties presently will in the
8ctual election ; they behave, in fact, as bodics mutually hostile in every
resf.)ech But the party candidate once nominated, they will all combine
*8ain to 8upport him, whoever he may be, against the candidate of the other
Party. . Reformers who have been denouncing Blaine as a scoundrel will,
i he gets the nomination, wheel into line and support him, as a point of
Party honour, against any man however good, who may be nominated by
the Democrats, This, in its way, is a high triumph of the party principle ;
ut.it cannot last. It is not likely to last very much beyond this election.
®ides the other disintegrating agencies, the Tariff question is beginning
8plit both the parties across. The Democrats are apparently waiting
OF the decision of the Republicans. Of their own decision nothing is
10w, There seems to be a disposition among them to disinter Mr.
Tilden, There is a disposition to do everything but to bring forward
Ayard, the best man they have, and to stand upon their one sound and
OPeful issue, that of Tariff Reform.

In the division on the Vote of Censure the ship of the Gladstone
Yernment, was struck by a heavy wave, but it righted ; and the division
O the Irish Franchise must have had a very redceming effect. To call
18 division on the Vote of Censure a moral defeat, as the London Times
id, wag absurd. There could be no moral significance in that which was
. '° Mere result of a most immoral trick played by the Parnellites, who let
1t be 8upposed that they were going to support the Government till they
2d lulled the misgivings of such malcontent Liberals as would have voted
wfth the Government rather than let it fall, and then filed into the Lobby
Wfth the Tories, at the same time belying their own recorded convictions
wl.t}f regard to the Egyptian war. It would be well if the policy of the
Mhistry were g cortainly wiso as its position is now, apparently,
S%ure.  Abstention from any interference in Egypt, unless the Suez Canal
Va3 in getugl danger, would have been an intelligible course ; and those
¥ho, like Mr, Bright, steadfastly adhered to it would have much to say for
mselves, if it were possible that England should ultimately leave the
°7 of India to the ordinary chances of revolution or conquest. But
fgland hag interfered, and she has now Egypt on her hands. The native
OVernment is a, total wreck, and while England hesitates, and all the
Powerg gye giving themselves up to their jealousy of her, or of each other,
;-8Yptian society is sinking into anarchy and ruin. An onlooker can
bz;‘(;ily help thinking that, having gone so far, it would be v.visd.om to go
ly on, to terminate the uncertainty and the confusion which it breeds,
e: (I’P.enly assuming the Protectorate, say for a period of ten years, and to
Btep 810 to France, with all possible courtesy, the absolute ne.cessxty of the
- P- The chances are ten to one that France, though she might grumble,
ould o nothing worse ; she has the renewal of war with Germany before
°% and she would scarcely care to provide her destined adversary with
Ilot:- i"eatest maritime power as anally, But onlookers are not responsible,
trq) aw.a they all the diplomatic facts before them. It has been often and
o Y 8aid that one bad general is better than two good ones. The weakest
nsels of any Government not absolutely imbecile are sure to be stronger
tu::lu;han those of a Babel of wrangling factions, discordant journals, and
w0rk_tu°“8 Public meetings, with the sinister influence of stockbrokers
Ing setretly below.

I.T 18 announced that Mr, Parnell is calling upon the clergy in Ireland
of ;:li't!lim ,in a plan for promoting what, in the ever—grov&ting vocabulary
Populltl-cal Jargon, is called * migrating,” that is, transferring the sm:plus
tion ”8‘. ton from the congested districts to other parts of Ireland. ¢ Mlgr&-
Bufli‘s Intended as an auntidote to emigration, which, by carrying Cfﬁ'
- lering people to happier homes in other countries would at once thin

the ranks of disaffection and diminish the priests’ revenues at home. That
unoccupied, or imperfectly occupied, land of good quality, and sufficient in
extent for this scheme can be found seems in the last degree improbable.
But if it can, no permanent cure will be effected unless the habits of the
people can be changed. To prosper, they must learn to rely for the improve-
ment of their condition, not on political mendicity, but on industry, and
they must be provided witha religion which will teach them thrift and
providence instead 'of practically fostering the opposite tendencies. Yet the
migration movement is, at all events, significant as an undesigned testi-
mony, on the part of the political revolutionists, to the fact that the real
root of the evil is not political but economical. An unthrifty population
multiplies with reckless rapidity on a soil which will not yield them a
decent subsistence, or supply them with the means of civilized life. This is
the source of suffering, compared with which the political grievances are a
flea-bite, while the historical wrongs are a mere dirge of the past. If
Quebec were an island, and all the French Catholics who now seek bread
in the States were pent up in its niggard copfines, we should soon have an
Ireland here; and Canadian statesmen, Mr. Blake among the rest, would
be accused by French Catholic agitators of  tossing puling infants on the
points of bayonets,” ¢ torturing venerable priests,” and “organizing famines
to sweep off the people when they had failed to exterminate with the
sword.” Give the people whom Mr. Parnell is proposing to migrate ”
an Irish Republic to-morrow, with the dynamiters at its head. Next day
it would be a political Bedlam, which :would very soon be turned into a
slaughter house, while two blades of grass would not be made by it to grow
where one had grown before,

Acalxn the Irish Dynamiters have been at work, and it has been shown
that though naturally enough there were some false alarms there was algo
real ground for fear, Had the Nelson column fallen across the wide and
crowded thoroughfare in front of it, scores of men, women, and children
would probably have been killed or wounded. Indiscriminate assassin-
ation is, in the most literal sense, fiendish ; it belongs to a different category
of crime from murders which are committed under the human, though evil,
influence of gain or revenge ; and its appearance shows to a self-complacent
civilization what abysses of moral barbarism still lurk beneath the
polished surface. The real authors of these crimes are such journalists as
the editor of the Irish World, and such agitators. as Messrs. Parnell,
Healy, and Sexton, who daily address to savage natures the incendiary
appeals of which the crimes are the natural results. It is highly
probable that Mr. Parnell himself thinks dynamite impolitic; but he
draws his supplies from it, and therefore mneither he nor any one of his
party has ever made a serious effort to put it down. The United States
are now the only country, monarchist or republican, in which these
outrages on humanity can be publicly organized, and collections can be
openly taken up to defray the expense of their commission. Whether the
conduct of American journals which support the refusal of redress and
answer complaints with mockery is determined by spite against England,
or by fear of the Irish vote, the motive is equally degerving of respect.
Dynamite has up to this time had a great advantage in its attacks on
civilization because the hands of the savage were free while those of civiliz-
ation were morally tied. But this will not last for ever. Civilization,
goaded beyond the possibility of endurance, will cast off restraint ; and we
may then see a measure of repression applied to the Irish in Great Britain
as rigorous as that which was applied to them when they rose in support
of Slavery at New York. At last it will appear that those who advocated
a firm attitude and prompt repression of murder and outrage at the begin-
ning were the truest friends of Ireland as well as of humanity.

It seems likely that this community will have in the coming years
rather a violent fit of horse-racing. Distinguished patronage, ever dazzling, -
will apparently be added to the ordinary attractions of the game. If we
may judge by the appearance at the Woodbine races the other day, the
Canadian Turf has not yet formed for itself such a train of blacklegging,
rowdyism, and general blackguardism as that which now graces by its
presence every English race-course. Still, the gambling-table was there,
and sharpers’ tricks were evidently practised. Feeble warnings againsb
running into the patent snare were addressed by sporting papers to
gambling idiocy, as though gambling idiooy could listen to the counsels
of good sense. If blacklegging does ever get the upper hand in a
community like ours, it will get the upper hand with a vengeance ; for we
have no social magnates like those who, even in the moral decadence of the
British Turf, still rule through the KEnglish Jockey Club, and make its
voice, in some degree, that of honour. That the leaders of Canadian
Society are among the company on the race-course is a belief which
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requires limitation. Apart from great and general causes of national
decay it may be doubtful whether anything has ever done more to corrupt
the character of a nation than the Turf has done to corrupt the character
of England. It has opened a gambling table in every newspaper and in
every tavern. People who have never seen a horse-race, who cannot tell
the points of a horse, who would not know the favourite from a screw,
bet on races, and if they lose, steal money to pay their bets. The regular
answer to all protests is that the system is necessary to keep up the breed
of horses, We should know more about that if, besides tests of mere
speed, there were tests of endurance, and also tests of longevity and of

the number of years for which the working powers of the animal last..

Some famous breeds of horses, such as the Arabian, the Barb, and the
Turk, have been produced at all events without a betting ring. Probably
a cock-fighter would tell you that cock-fighting was necessary to keep up
the breed of poultry. Preaching against a fashion is perfectly useless ;
one might as well preach against an epidemic. But those who have
misgivings will do well to encqurage, as the best antidote, the sports which
are still free from blacklegging, and which deserve the epithet of manly
rather better than does the pastime of sitting in a stand to see horses
cruelly punished. Managers of banks and other men of business hardly
need to be warned against betting officers and clerks, Napoleon, who
knew good men from bad, though he made a had use of them all, never
would employ a gambler ; and about the worst of all gambling hells is the
betting ring. It is to be hoped' that honourable men on the Canadian
Turf itself will do all that is possible to preserve their sport from stain,
and to prevent it from becoming here as it is in England—the bane of the

people. A BYSTANDER.

HERE AND THERE.

TrE long-cherished hope of advanced Methodists was triumphantly
consummated on Sunday last, the day named in the Act legalizing the
union of the various Methodist bodies. There can be but one opinion as
to the result of such a drawing together of congruous elements. The
Methodist Church must become the stronger, the more capable for good,
with less friction or wear and tear, and less waste of men and means.
Sectarianism, schisms, splits of all kinds, have been the prominent weak-
nesses of Christianity, have kept its ministers poor, its flocks ill-tended,
“and done much to prevent tho teaching of a comprehensive Gospel. This
gathering of the clans of Methodism into one Canadian Church is an
example many good men and true would gladly see imitated in England.

NoruiNg could better testify to the increasing popularity of Lacrosse in
Canada than the large sprinkling of ladies present at the championship
contest on the Toronto grounds on Saturday. The very simplicity of the
game is probably the main cause of this. Cricket is so much more a game
of skill, and is so intricate, that few ladies can understand it, and the
crowds of ladies who form a considerable attraction at the brilliant assem-
blages at ““ Lord’s” and the “ Oval” go more to sec and be seen than to pay
critical attention to the game. Besides which, cricket is too slow for the
average Canadian spectator or player. A half-day is not sufficient to enable
two good elevens to play a game, whereas a longer period could not
be spared by the more go-ahead young Canadian, however fond he might be
of either lacrosse or base-ball. Furthermore, the number of Canadians with
means and without vocations, from whom to draft the “gentlemen players”
who are the backbone of cricket in England,—not altogether as players, but
a8 liberal contributors to the fund out of which “ ground men " are paid—is
very small. These and other reasons render it extrcmely improbable that
the more intelligent game will ever become thoroughly naturalized along-
gide its faster, if less skilful, rivals, lacrosse and baseball.

THE arrest of John C. Eno, the defaulting New York banker, at
Quebec, and the subsequent failure to fasten a sufficient charge upon him
to justify his detention under the Extradition Treaty, is an additional
argument for the strengthening of that instrument. Both Canada and the
United States are sufferers by the defective character of the treaty, and
the importance of negotiating an amended code of extraditable offences is
recognized by both the United States and the British authorities. It is
absurd that offences such as larceny, embezzlement, misappropriation of
funds, swindling, fraud, and obtaining money by false pretences, should
not be included in an extradition treaty.

¢ ORowN WaD,” writing from Rochester to the New York Forest and
Stream says: “ A young man who did not know a setter from a pointer,
or a {rigger of a gun from the hammer, went from this city to Toronto, and

became acquainted with some Canadian sportsmen, to whom he vaunted of
his skill with the shotgun, and success in the field over dogs. He wes
welcomed into the circle of shooters and promised by them a day’s sports
they volunteering to provide him with gun and dog. A party was made
up and duly repaired to a locality where birds were known to be abundant.
Our hero (who told the story himself), with gun in hand, followed a setter,
and after some tramping through the brush noticed the dog moving slowly
and finally stop as if paralyzed. He thought that it was a hunting dog’s
business to hunt, and that a dog which grew tired and gave up so soon it
the day deserved punishment for laziness, so picking up a piece of wood he
hurled it at the offending setter, and started in amazement as a ‘lot of big
brown birds’ burst up before the dog.” ’

ReL1GIoUs people whose sense of decency has been shocked by the fa,n’;
tastic exhibitions of the people who call themselves ¢ the Salvation Army
are rejoiced to see the authorities of London, Ontario, have the courage
to suppress the musical (sic /) street performances which have become 80
intolerable a nuisance in many cities. A by-law has been passed to the follow-
ing effect :—“No person shall on the market place or on the streets blow any
horn, ring any bell, beat any drum, play any flute, pipe, or any musical
instrument, shout or make any unusual noise calculated to disturb the
inhabitants anywhere within the city.” Hereafter residents in * the Forest
City” will be free from the ear-piercing sounds by which the ¢ Salvation-
ists ” advertised their demonstrations and made day and night hideous.

THE versatile and successful journalist, playwright, and philanthropist'
George R. Sims, is accustomed to handle abuses and humbugs without
gloves, This is how he writes concerning a begging letter circulated bY
the Salvation Army’s “General” :—* General Booth is sending out 3
circular for ‘special contributions,’ in which he puts it very plainIy that
he is desperately hard up. The roaring, ranting, drum-beating, horsé
frightening, Christy Minstrel emotionalism, which has been mistaken for
religion by folks who ought to have known better, is evidently in a b”(d
way. The general does not disguise the fact. After an ad misericordia®m
appeal for cash, he requests the recipient of the circular to * put the amounb
you feel God wishes you to give into the small envelope enclosed,” and he
adds : ¢ To help those unaccustomed to send money, I may add you ¢80
send coins or stamps if you like, but it is safer to send postal orders
Altogether, the last begging letter of the general is a remarkable documents -
and is well worthy of study. I have omitted the most striking pnragrﬂPb’
by the by. *Our friends will please note that this is an Extraordinaty
Fund, in addition to the usual contribution. N othing will be gained if, 1»
contributing to this fund, less than usual is given to others” It woul
be interesting to know how many funds the general controls.”

Dors anybody in England regard our American cousins as “foreignel‘s,”'
The question is raised in an original manner, with a view apparently ?
further discussion, by Mr. Henry James in the first portion of a story he
contributing to the Century Magazine. How does common sentiment
run in the matter? When an Englishman of celebrity, judge or WFibel: or
actor, is entertained by the hospitable people across the ¢ line,” one thing
is sure to be dinned into his ear. By the shades of Shakespere ""nd
Milton, He is assured that he is with the members of the race whi¢
oceans cannot sever, and so on. Foreigners, forsooth! Mr. Grant
White, in one of his brilliant paradoxes, might say that the American was
the only man left who was not a foreigner in England. More seriO“S?y i
speaking men on each side the Atlantic practise thus much recipch’ty
of feeling that neither is made a foreigner in the country of the other:
But Mr. James’s heroine meets the proposal of marriage made to her
by an American gentleman with the remark, ‘I have never supPOsed
should marry a foreigner,” and presently she adds, “Really, you kno%
you are a foreigner.” He, like most of Mr, James’s cultured Americat®
is enormously rich ; she is not, though the daughter of a hundred earl.S'
Still, she does not “jump at him” ; we are left to presume that she 18
meditating on a question of races, ag though her suaitor had been & Poles
or a Portuguese, or a gentleman from Honduras.

The question is interesting in a literary sense, because it bears upo?
& prominent characteristic of recent American fiction, Who that re® 5
Mr. James, or Mr. Howells, or Mr. White, will not remember the alway®
recurring suggestion that this generation has made greater change in
American character than a century in that of England? There was &
time when the similarity was close ; but that was in America’s days 3
darkness. “When the light of the higher culture fell on the Western lan ;
her sons and daughters basked in it, absorbed it gladly, until whatev®
socjety is fullest of great thoughts, of refined manners, of chivalry an
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beauty,

there Americans, and no longer Englishmen, set its tone. They

Are we now to find Mr. James representing the lady’s mental embarrass-

:1:::: ot as implying a reproach, but a recognition by one high natur('ﬂ of

tion Oufl‘:hmore exalted—England’s proudest tribute to the superior distinec-
e new culture from over sea {”

Parit“ story of the life of Mr. Judah Philip Benjamin, Q.C., who died in
recently, reads like a romance. Born in the West Indian Island of
au:ilt: Crug, in. 1811, he received his early education in North Oarplina,
owpleted it, as far asa university curriculum was concerned, at Yale,
03:& Haven, Connecticut. By-and-by, young Benjamin removed to N.ew
. aftns’ and entered as officc-boy the employment of a law firm, of which
ab] erwm'.ds became the most distinguished ornament, till, having honour-
'),’ won his spurs in public speaking, he was sent up to the Senate of the
ri::;:d St.é,tes at Washington by Louisiana, at a time when Congress was
u:hj With ths eloquence of Webster and his gifted cont.cmporames.
TVica the four.year-s of the American civil war, Mr. Ber?jamln rendered
R cles of the highest order to the Confederate cause at Richmond, and .at
romots}? of the struggle escaped in company with Mr. Jeﬁ'er:_son Dayvis.
oat € coast of Florida he made for the Bahama Islands in an open
to stl)l:imd at length reached the shores of England in 1865. He reso}ved
o y'f.or the English bar. He was fifty-tive years of age when he gained
ehisgs“tloﬂ of a junior barrister, but from that hour he never looked
a5 + From the lowest, he rose to the highest, step of the ladder. He
. detail m:n of enorn}ous industry, and made it his busi‘ness to master every
time &;) the mo§t intricate brief that was put into l.ns hand. ”H.e found
book w}?? to _erte as well as plead, and “Benjam.m on Sales” s a law
Profeg,: ich wilt rétain a permanent place in the literature of the legal
Was W.i:,(l):'l, a{ld which probably very few know was the work of a man who
10 five years of sixty when he first put on his wig and gown.

8¢

N Viﬁvlj tinterestir}g.'fzxperilnent is just now being made in New York with
city, AO ]the utlhzat{on of the street sweepings and house refuse of t;hut
Rivey ol arge machine has been erected by a stock company at the East
itg e arf of the street cleaning department, which sifts and red.uces to
i eflts all refuse of whatever description which is brought to it. . By
. 8enious arrangement all scraps of paper, raghgoal, cinder, glass, iron,
e’co:fome S_epamted. These are afterwards sold, with the except.ion of
Satimgg, a«tnd cinder, which are used for firing the engine. :I‘he projectors
Poung, fhat every load of 1,800 pounds of refuse ‘c?lltaxns abm:lt 400
purp()seso 0?3«1 and‘ cinder, which is more than suflicient for t%xelr own
intgy the' The residuum refuse is cremated and the ashes are chschursed
Bcceg, Sea. 8o far, it is said, the experiment has prow.ad an en.tlre
EVer’ m.ld the promoters announce their intention of havm.g machines
lepg, ‘Z_:}llty W}farf to utilise all the refuse of the street clea.mng'dep.urt-
Pl‘Ove’ wl , Profit to themselves and the city. Should these a'ntlclpatmns
perPIeXeZ founded, a solution will be offered of a problem which lTas long
p"GVails . New York., The system of the disposal' of reflfse which .now
¥ay out és mOS.t unsatisfactory, the whole of it being carried some l.lttle
it war 0_ sea 11% scows and then discharged. Year after yeat: the pilots
Ning cries respecting the enormous injury which is being done to
aa:bo‘ul"s mouth by the accumulation of ashes and street dirt there,
adical change of method has long been sought.
eTH: fr inCe.SS' Alice’s book is already well known to all who read Gern?an.
ex gllflh edition has a preface by Princess Christian. Her Royal ngl?-
ful , P 208 that her object has been to present a clear idea of the beauti-
to il;l:selﬁSh. life of her sister—not to give a complete picture of i.t,
thoge ot Strate lt.by her letters to her mother, the Queen, and to expla.ln
tiay inljrs b:Y brief records of fact. The English public, Princess Ch::xs-
nglanz’ \}:111 see with satisfaction how devoted was the Prinf:ess Alice
Coung, Wh’ oW she ever turned to it with reverence and affection as the
mankin d i;e Inost was being done for liberty and the advancement of
) laid u. o €r request to her husband was that the English flag should
h°pe thaf nnlfl er C?ﬂin, and in uttering that desire she expressed the modeét
interestis °dy in England WOL.lld take. umbrage at her wish. The.arfj, is
) spiritua,lgc 0'0'1101u310n, tll?ugh 1,t contains nothing very new, descl:xbmg
oy childhood Tisis of the Princess’s life—how she passed from the faith of
Vf’oxnanhOo y through doubt back again to the faith which the fulness of
hVes that evernows' The ‘_’Olume is a fitting record of one of the sweetest
Was passed in a palace. :
WrIiGHT says in a letter to the Zimes: Tt may interest
hear that by the latest advice from the Cape another
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« paragon of nature ” has been discovered at the Kimberly Mines, South

&Ve risen out of the one-race theory as out of a waning solar system. ¥ Africa.  On the 27th of March last a digger was fortunate enough to find
g

a diamond measuring 1$in. in length and 1}in. in diameter, weighing no
less than 302 carats. This is by far the largest gem yet discovered in
South Africa, or, in fact, elsewhere, if we except the “ Pitt” and « Mattam”
(of a flask shape) in their uncut state, and some diamonds of apocryphal
history. It is a pérfect octahedron in shape, and of the usual * Cape ” or
“off " colour. Some years ago its value would have been simply enormous.
At the present, however, it is reported £3,000 has been refused for it in

its uncut state. .

THE PROGRESS OF THE NATIONAL IDEA.

Ix the debates on Confederation there was considerable said about nation-
ality, but, after that measurc was accomplished, little was heard of it for
years, The men who accomplished Confederation had no feeling on the
matter ; they were simply and purely colonists acting on stimulus supplied
from the Colonial Secretary's office in London. They would have accom-
plished annexation just as readily, if that would have left them their
offices. But what would thirty seats then, or about forty now, in the
American Congress——as that would be about our proportion—be to the
swarms of politicians which infest Canada? Hence they supported Con-
federation. There may have been numbers among the rank and file imbued
with British patriotism, and a love for British institutions; but power,
place, perquisites, and the British Colonial Office were the main incentives
to the measure.

The men who carried Confederation are the men in power still, and the
same means which were used to effect it are used chiefly to sustain it.
This must not be wondered at ; it is the invariakle process in the forma-
tion of States. In a country like England, imbued with the monarchical
idea and attachmment to the person of the Sovercign, what was there to
hold it together on the extinction of their legitimate line of kings, the
Stuarts?  Simply plunder. How was Ireland obtained and held? By
national dishonour and plunder. What was the American Continental
Congress after the close of the Revolutionary War but a body of public
robbers?  This is all extremely modern. There is no necessity to go back
to Hugh Capet and the question of the reproved swash-buckler, “ Who
made thee King?” ‘

Shall we Canadians then hang our heads and blush because the same
things take place in the formation of our country? Nonsense. We can
stand up proudly and ask the world to show us a like condition of society
on the dissolution of an old system, Where are the Cullodons, the Irish
rebellions, or the Penunsylvania riots in our country—not to speak of
Semptembrists, or anything like them

The old British patriotic spirit that made such men as the late Chief
Justice Spragge and the living Goldwin Smith is dead—granted. There
is nothing to take its place. This is where the grand mistake is made. In
the old days, when Canada was split up into insignificant fragments with a
sparse population, there was no other issue but British or American con._
nexion. Since then there has been a new generation growing up who
know little and care less about either England or the United States as
nations. We know their people too well. The majority of English
humanity are on a lower plane than the people of Canada; while the
Americans are away beyond us in commercial prosperity. We know that
long before the infancy of the nation has passed, Corruption clajms them
for its own.  Of the 500,000 Canadians in the United States not one-fifth
of them have become naturalized there. Why? They love Canada. All
this is quietly igngred by the old politicians, There is no such a feeling as
patriotism, according to them. You might as well talk to a Hottentot
about the qualities of ice. That great man, David Mills, an old represen-
tative party man, will talk for four or five hours on obsolete American and
Canadian politics, and never give the faintest indication of the change.
‘What have we to do with this old element? How are we responsible for
their doings or acts? Like dogs, they never could exist without a master ;
and whether it was an English lord or a Yankeé demagogue, it would satisfy
one or the other of them.,

But where is this Canadian patriotism ! In the people ; but there is
nothing to make it manifest. Is there not abundance to keep it quiescent ?
Since Confederation, our trade has doubled ; our Savings Bank deposits
have increased fourfold ; our railways span the continent; our shipping
covers the seas; and we manufacture nearly all our own goods. All
merely material.  You build a grand house and live in the kitchen. Not
g0 ; it is only our old people who live there. Have we.not increased in
spirit. and obtained national advantages? Our Ambassadors live in
London and Paris; and England has simply an Ambassador here—the
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Governor-General, whose chief duty is to foster national sentiment. Lord
Derby, the Colonial Minister, has consented to the withdrawal of the
English Admiralty Courts ; and all that is necessary is time to perfect the
details. A Canadian naturalized subject is now entitled to British protec-
tion. The Canadian Deputy-Governor now consents to the most impor-
tant legislation, Witness the Pacific Railway loan—really $80,000,000
given by our people without a murmur in furtherance of an idea. The
nomination to the command of the Canadian militar; force is now in the
Canadian Government ; and last but not least, we are on the eve of man-
hood suffrage. All parties are agreed as to its necessity. Are these
things nothing? It is true, we have a deal to accomplish yet ; but Rome
was not built in a day ; and when the edifice is completed it will stand
better the longer it is in building. We have the Privy Council to
suppress a8 a final court of appeal by which our rich corporations, life
assurance companies and others impoverish our people or cheat them out
of their rights. We have to get rid of the English shipping laws, and
Chamberlain’s, and Plimsoll's Acts, by which our marine is being
destroyed. We have to annul the British Copyright Act, which is keeping
our people in ignorance, We must repeal the English Medical Act, by
which our “plucked” young gentlemen can go “home” and pass and
come out here again full-fledged physicians. We must do away with our
English Governor-General, and our “Constitution” passed for us by a foreign
legislature, in which not one Canadian sat, and finally achieve independ-
ence and Republican institutions.

Let not our young men be impatient. All these things are coming so
sure as the sun shines at noon-day, and in the near future. Can any one
believe that the Canadian people, not to speak of their national aspirations,
will be content to lay out $150,000,000 to build a railway to run through
solitudes and rot? The real troubles of the Canadian Pacific Railway will
only commence when it is finished. - Unless there is a large population in
the North-West, it will not pay to run it. Does any one think that
Canada can obtain immigrants so long as she is a colony ! The Pacific
Railway must therefore be a great factor in obtaining self-government, If
g0, the money is well spent. The amount spent is not to be compared to
the amount liberty cost the Ainericans in eight years of war and destruc-
tion of property, not to speak of the lives lost.

Then, the men who rule the country are in advanced years. John A.
Macdonald is seventy years of age ; Tilley is over sixty ; and now Charles
Tupper is out of politics. These are the men who have sworn to die
British subjects, and whose long lives in the Government of the country
have given them such a hold on the people. After them the new spirit
will become apparent. Let them live out their time. They have done
well in their day and generation; but nothing like what they ought to
have done. They have built the mansion ; it will be for us to put the
spirit in it when they are gone, They have joined our country together
materially ; we shall make it a living thing that will tremble from Halifax
to Victoria at the touch of insult, or thrill with pleasure at the mention of
Canadian triumphs in the paths of human welfare and national progress,

A CANADIAN NATIONALIST,

GOVERNMENT IN THE NORTH-WEST.

It is not an easy matter to “localise” the North-West. Mr. Dewdney
has attempted it with his ¢ square mile” representation, and the North-
West Council has endeavoured to emphasize it, but the attempt has been a
failure, The only Government worthy of the name in the North-West are
the Mounted Police, and I say this as a civilian having no especial fond-
ness for military life. The North-West Territory is space itself, and the
division of it into separate districts was well intended. The districts,
however, so far, mean little more than what they appear on the map.
True, there are judicial districts, the boundaries of which are more or less
identical with those of the conventional districts, but the line of judicial
demarcation is not very respectfully observed. The central sun of North-
West autocracy is Reginas and the judicial authorities in Regina are
continually interfering in civil matters with judicial districts which are
supposed to possess separate judicial authority. A writ, with an ominous
legal name, is issued under the authority of Col. Richardson, and it is
executed in Alberta without endorsement by Col. McLeod, the stipendiary
for that district, though strictly speaking, it should be endorsed, or some
record of it should be made in the district wherein it is executed. This
may appear to be a small matter ; but when there are separate judicial
districts with distinct stipendiaries there ought to be a certain respect for
the bourddaries of districtsin civil matters. In the preservation of law and
order the mounted policeman knows no conventional line. Boundaries in

the North-West to him are not taken into consideration. His authority
is supreme. Sometimes he may abuse it, but not often. He is & teff'°}'
only to those who want no restraint placed upon them. To such indiv®
duals the scarlet tunic and his snowy helmet are the emblems of vengeance:
It is principally in suppressing the illicit whiskey trading that the mounted
policeman finds occupation, though he has occasionally to turn out to awe b')'
his presence the irrepressible Pia-Pot, or bring to terms the more crafty Black-
foot, or perhaps “run in” a band of thieving Sarcees, for if ever there W88
a thief who loves his work it is a Sarcee. He embraces theft like &
Lazzaroni does vagabondism. From the time he enters a Blackfoot c8WP
until he is well out of sight, a Sarcee is watched, and the spoons carefully
counted after his retreat.

The North-West Territories’ Act underwent certain amendments at th
last session of the Dominion Parliament. What these amendments are, #°
one in Alberta yet knows, but they will doubtless be acceptable.

A considerable section of the North-West is rapidly increasing in POP¥
lation ; and it is no easy task to keep pace with western progress. It has
always been a difficult matter for eastern legislators to understand. They
have never seemed to realize that western growth and eastern gr0Wth_a‘t:e
essentially different. Of late they have begun to get a faint idea, but it _15
only a faint one. ILijeut.-Governor Dewdney and his North-West Council,
the membership of which is partly nominative, and partly founded on
“square mile representation,” have already begun to find that the Canadis?
element in the North-West, in matters of local self-government, will b
satisfied with nothing less than local self-government, and that this can only
be secured by conceding to each district an elective council. The prese?
Council is more or less irresponsible. Besides it cannot properly legislate for
a territory that is already divided into districts, the interests of which are
not identical in a great many matters, and which districts are in the coursé
of time to form separate provinces. The people of Alberta are already
clamouring for a council for their own district, and upon the very _8°‘f :
grounds that their section has no interest in common with ASSin'lbf’m
or Saskatchewan or Athabasca. It is hardly possible that the Domini®®
Government could refuse so reasonable a request as separate councils f0F
each district. The expense will be no greater than that now incurred
sustain the North-West Council, while the legislative machinery
cumbersome than that which it now takes to conduct the affairs O
North-West Territory. :

There are certain anomalies which exist in the North-West, the B>
tion of which will excite surprise. Until recently there was no app®

f the

from the decision of a stipendiary magistrate except in cases iﬂ""lvl?:
capital punishment. There is no Habeas Corpus Act in force. The m}?gthe

trate may order you into prison and keep you there. If you can reacl ¢
Minister of Justice you may do so, but Ottawa is a long way off. Th‘s’:o
course, is martial law, but there is no necessity for martial law in order
suppress illicit whiskey-trading. The mounted police are able to do th®
without suspending the Great Right of all freemen.

The fact that the magistrate himself prosecutes on behalf of ¢
ment while trying the case does not seem in accordance with our 8 0
Canadian methods of fair play. This might have been done a few years B’;’
at Pembina, Dakota, and on the United States frontier, with impun_l ¥
but it is intolerable in the Dominion. The Department of Justice mig
look into the operation of the law in the North-West and see, for insta 46
if it is carried into effect by incorruptible agents and that there is n0 un o
tyranny. So far as Colonel McLeod is concerned, he is highly SPOkense;
by all classes for the fairness of his decisions and his good common sen®
but Colonel McLeod does not sit upon every case. A magistrate ¥ ° it,
not a professional man, trying a case and at the same time protslecut‘flg of.
is a spectacle which a Canadian should not be called upon to complai®
It is surprising because it has been unexpected. G. B.

Calgary, May 21, 1884.
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IN CANADIAN WOODS IN SPRING.

. T
WaEexr Canada shall be old enough to have her own poetical class‘cs/h;u
Burns and her Wordsworth—the various charms of our Spring W°°(,is » of
undoubtedly be as prominent in their strains as the * mountain dazlsyi
the one and the * yellow primrose” of the other, though the too dign s
scientific names of Hepatica and Trillium will hardly lend ghemsel7® or-
poetry, as do the sweet old Saxon flower names of the old land. ‘_B ut
tainly there is enough in our Canadian Woods in Spring to delig .
eye capable of taking in the wondrous spells of form and colour that D& her
is perpetually weaving around us, but especially in this season © o
special productiveness, when her lavishneas of beauty is the more 8
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ciated, after the rigorous winter, Few readers of Parkman’s graphic
Pages can have failed to note his sympathetic picture of the first
welcome sign of retumning spring to the first French colonists after the
dr‘eary winter which had held the land in icy chains and themselves in
misery : of the clamour of the wild-goose, the song of the blue-bird, the
““d.dy bloom of the swamp maple, the snowy wreaths of the shad bush, the
Whlf:e stars of the blood root among the dark fallen leaves, and the marsh
Tarigolds gleaming in the wet meadows like spots of gold.

Scarcely less delightful are all these to the eye and ear of the lover of
Nature in each returning spring. We are, in Canada, so shut out during
hearly half the year from anything like out-door life, so shu¢ in with our
}’ase-burners or furnaces and the inevitably vitiated air of houses hermet-
ICal.ly sealed by double windows, that the freedom of the first few days of
8pring is like the opening of prison doors, through which we may go forth,
83 did “ the world’s grey fathers” from the ark, to feast our eyes on the
glories of § « new heaven and a new earth.” Happily, even in our towns
and cities, people are not, in general, too far removed from bits of unspoiled
Woodland to enjoy this annual pleasure, if they will—even our largest city,
Monreal, being most abundantly privileged, both in its noble Mount

oy al, and its charming sylvan isle of St. Helens, at its very doors. We
Might, in Canada, adopt the pretty Japanese custom of making a little féte
of S.Oing out to “view ” the blossoms at their several secasons. And as they
their haves plum ” and “ cherry viewing,” so might we have our *“ shadbush”
an.d'OuI' “hawthorn viewing,” if our Canadian life were not too practical and
Utilitarian for any such sylvan pleasures, and fireworks and sham reviews
:;'lere but more to the taste of the people as a class, Let us be thankful
8t Bome of the children, at least, still live “in Arcadia!”
is gx erhaps the most fascinating time at which to seize our budding Natuz:e
at moment in May when the delicate tracery of the forest boughs is
10t yet, hidden by the abundance of foliage, but is still dimly traceable
?' Tough the faint, misty veil of that most exquisite ethereal green of open-
:ng leaves, when the white feathery sprays of the shad flower rise like
NOWYy plumes against the still grey background of budding boughs, when
€oss on the lichened rocks wears its most velvety green, and the slender
young ferns in their infantine freshness, are uncurling themselves from their
Ong wintey's sleep. There, among the already luxuriant green under-
gl‘t.)wt,h of wild raspberry and gooseberry, and dogwood and viburnum, the
r:imty .White trillium nods her trio of snowy petals; the feathery mitella
ses. its delicate racines ; blue and yellow wood violets with a few late
s:p&tmas cluster in the sheltering glades, and the blossom of the wild
Tawberry smiles everywhere from the sward. Here and there, in shady
E::;es; the odd-striped arum rears its dark spaltic and handso.me le?,ves,
Sto the graceful « dog-tooth violet ” waves its golden petals from its delicate
m" The vivid green of the young bushes would be almost dazzling to the
oY, if it were not so refreshing if tone. The young leaves of the maples
lave still 5 slight russet tinge. The arching boughs of the elms are as yet
.]lfst Studded with tufts of palest green, and the graceful, white stems of the
¥ch are not yet concealed by the unbinding of its leafy tresses. The wild
Elum am.i cherry are gay in their wedding finery of snowy bloom, which
Bsﬁem‘s Just as the pioneer “shad flower” fades and falls under the warmer
-4 and make g charming* contrast to the dusky background of veteran
Pineg, which have stood the winter’s storms unchanged. The jusﬂ: bursting
®aves of the oaks gleam with almost a ruby tinge in the sunshine, and the
Uer-nut and the hickory have their summer robes just a little farther
Wh::;:ced: The dark hemlocks have not yet donned the bright green tufts
5 deyy brighten them up so much a little later. Besides the \'vxld ﬂf)wers
nite V‘CB:*EB and shyly charming, in their present bloom, there is an 1ndef%—
an ariety of leaf and bud promising future blossom. The large, luxuri-
she tgé‘een leif.f o.f the podophyllum or May apple, like an .ample umbrella
of thers the mmgient flowers underneath its wing. The still green clu.sters
— a(;del‘ are just beginning to grow white, and bhe.dogwood, and vibur-
gl‘acefnl h*}Wthom are preparing to blossom out in their June beat'lty. The
Spots Ul wild columbine is already hanging out its scarlet bells in sunny
exquisi;’r fl‘O_m grey mossy rocks, and countless little shrubs make an
© variety of tint with their newly opened leaves.
c°ndu‘;et!.‘hea.d, t.he birds are darting in and out on domestic cares inte.nt,
Seemg fng. their own affairs .with the vociferous accompaniment thch
treble ;’f‘dlﬂpensable to‘ their tr.a.nsaction of business. The brisk
ang g, bfhe srfxaller birds, the 1'1ttle wild canary or yellow-hammer,
Yobiy ue birds, alternates with the liquid, pathetic alto of the
» and the hoarse bass of the grave old crows, or the brisk tap
ird, :;:ﬁog-pecker, while the rapid Whizjr-whirr of the tiny humming-
thege gy Cling tl}e honey ¢ from every opening flower,” tell? us 'that
Quarters quisite little creatures too, have returned from their winter
) - Now and then the flash of a golden oriole glances from tree to

tree, busy like the rest in making its nest, and preparing for family life,
or a sprightly brown ¢ chipmunk” glides up and down soms hollow
trunk, arranging, doubtless, for his summer house-keeping in the old home-
stead which has served him so well as a refuge through the winter storms.
The woodland picture is completed by the picturesque tracery of wild vine
and Virginia creeper just opening their leaf-buds, while the partridge-
berry and the gweet pink Linnwa are spreading their delicate stems
under the trees ; the winter-green festoons the more open and higher ground,
and the low whortle-berry is already thickly covered with the promise of
coming fruit.

Such are some of the spring charms of Canadian woods, for all who
have eyes to see, and ears to hear. And let us not bring this sketch to
a close without a plea for our Canadian birds. We have a barbarous,
youthful population of boys about all our towns and villages, who seem to
think that the birds exist chiefly to supply them with “sport” in firing
at them with any convenient missile, or robbing their nests in spring. It
is hard to say whether this is worse for the poor birds, in loss of eggs or
life, or for the boys in the hardening and coarsening influence it exerts on
their moral nature, the nature which should be trained to love and sympa-
thi.se with all God’s creatures. But one thing is certain, that if rigid restric-
tions are not soon put on this ruthless exercise of boyish destructiveness,
our woods will, ere long, be left pretty well stripped of the happy, innocent
creatures which constitute one of their chief attractions, FipELis,

THE CHURCHES.

A BisHOP recently went to Del Rio, Texas, to dedicate a new church
but found that a cyclone had blown it away.

Proressor ROBERTSON SMITH, now .Arabic professor at Oxford, con-
tinues to write articles for the Fncyclopedia Britannica.

Tue Methodist Lpiscopal Conference at Philadelphia, and General
Presbyterian Assemblies in the United States, have condemned the publi-
cation of Sunday newspapers.

Dr. WirLp, the prophetic seer of Bond street, preached last Sunday on
Sir Richard Cartwright’s political vision of an Anglo-Saxon Confederation.
The seat of the coming Parliament is to be Jerusalem.

THE General Assembly of the Southern Presbyterian Church, which
met at Vicksburg, favours the omission from the Confesssion of Faith of
the passage that forbids marriage with a deceased wife’s sister.

Bisuor HeNrY C. Porrer, of New York, proposes that every clergy-
man whose salary is $3,000 or over shall contribute an annual percentaée
to increase the income of clergymen who receive less than $1,000.

CaNoN ANsoN, late of Woolwich, who recently visited the North-Waest
has been asked to accept the bishopric of Assiniboia. At the request 0’;'
the Archbishop of Canterbury he has consented and is to be conse®ated
on the 24th inst.

Tug recent dynamite explosions in London have called forth a strong
denunciation from the Pope. Last Sunday a letter was read in the churches
condemning the parties implicated in these inhuman plots, and threatening
with excommunication the members of gecret socioties. >

Tue fiftieth birthday of Rev. C. H. Spurgeon is to be made the occa-
sion of a handsome presentation to the well known Baptist preacher, Many
of his admirers in America and England are subscribing liberally to the
testimonial fund. Mr. Spurgeon’s birthday is on the 19th inst.

In the General Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal Church
held at Baltimore, two bishops were accused of having ritualistic proeliv-’
ities and holding the doctrine of apostolic succession. Such things, how-
ever, do not find favour with the Africans. A resolution condemning
these tendencies was sustained by a vote of 127 to 11.

THERE is beginning to be less tolerance for the obtrusive parades of the
Salvation Army. In several Canadian cities and towns there are com-
plaints that in addition to their extravagant and objectionable methods
they are in the habit of disregarding the rights of others, and acting ir;
some cases as if they wished to invite collision. The City Council of London
Ont., have passed a by-law prohibiting street parades, '

TuE venerable and worthy Bishop of the Diocese of N iagara has inti-
mated that from his advanced age he is unable adequately to fulfil the
duties of his office. He is prepared to accept a co-adjutor bishop, or to
retire altogether, as may best suit the interests of the Church. The names
of various probable successors have been mentioned, among them that of
Canon Dumoulin, rector of St. James’ Cathedral, Toronto.

TH1s is the season when the churches hold their respective conferences,
The various District Conferences of the Methodists have already been held
Last week the Western Baptist Union met at Brantford, and this week.
the Presbyterian General Assembly is sitting in Toronto. No question of

eneral interest has come up for discussion in these annual gatherings.
Most of the denominations report progress in the Christian efforts in which
they are engaged.

THE various branches of Methodism in Canada have now been consoli-
dated. In accordance with the spirit of the time they have realized the
absurdity of keeping apart, and the importance of attaining organic unity.
When the question of union was discussed, though strong feeling existed,
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no insuperable obstacles obtruded. And now Methodism in Canada is
one. The united Church has a promising future before it. Last Sunday
special union services were held throughout the Dominion.

Ix the Methodist Episcopal Conference held lately in Philadelphia, the
question of licensing women to preach and administer the sacraments
gave rise to animated debate. A committee to whom the matter had been
remitted reported unfavourably. An amendment was offered by which it
was proposed to permit women to preach and exhort under the anthority
of the quarterly Conference. For the amendment 126 voted, while 222
voted for the acceptance of the report. The Episcopal Methodist is not a
reactionary church, yet it decidedly hesitates to encourage women to become
occupants of the pulpit.

THE lecture platform is not now so attractive as it was a few years ago.
Then mediocre men were able to draw large audiences. We have changed
all that.  Only celebrities, or failing that, men who have genuine notoriety
can obtain a hearing, Henry Ward Beecher wherever he went was certain to
attract a crowd of listeners. Of late, however, even the popular preacher
of Plymouth church is not regarded as the oracle he once was. His last
visit to Toronto has, in the main, been disappointing. A large number of
people assembled in the Horticultural Pavilion to hear his lecture on Evo-
lution and Revolution, but correspondents to the daily press have been
outspoken in their expression of dissatisfaction. The lecture had the
misfortune of being meagrely and imperfectly reported. It isimpossible to
form anything like an adequate estimate of it from the ill-proportioned syn-
opses that appeared in the papers the morning after its delivery. They seem
at all events to indicate that Mr. Beecher and orthodoxy have parted com-
pany. Whatever semblance of theology he now proclaims appears to be
evolved from his own inner consciousness. Is it worth while for a man
to be a religious teacher if he has no positive religion to teach ?

ASTERISK.

CORRESPONDENCE,

THE LAST KICK.

To the Editor of The Week :

81r,—I have read the whole of the very readable papers on the Kicking Horse
Pass and the Selkirks,” by George Monro Grant, and Iam of the opinion that he is
greatly indebted to the various officials in tho employ of the Government for the assist-
anoe rendered him in his very ardnous, but perhaps none the less profitable and pleasur-
able, task in crossing the Rockies, And in his last, if not his last, paper he has
endeavoured to render back his indebtedness with interest, in a manner that has given
rise to a few thoughts here. He seems to forget that he has marred the whole of his
progress by entering the debatable or forbidden ground. Doubtless the reverend
gentleman will grant that such a quostion as he had touched upon in the closing of his
last paper is looked upon from two different standpoints. And, perhaps, he has unwit-
tingly forgotten that he has entered the debatable or forbidden ground by making the
remarks as he has done on this Chinese question. But no doubt the gentleman believes
in returning thanks for services given to him by kind friends. The Gavernment
contractors require and employ cheap Chinese labour, and in his estimation a few words
on his part in a pending crisis may be of estimable value. Thus the value for value is

" given, The value and merits of the Chinese labourers are brought into tbe light and

eulogized, and through these and the very arduous work undertaken and going on to
its completion the ‘Government and Government contractors are highly defended and
commended. 1 hope the reverend gentleman will not get indignant if his wisdom or
the purity of his motives are questioned, in tacking this very debatable question on to
the end of his papers. It is the place and manner— But I shall not touch upon the
Chinese question ™ etc.—that call for these last remarks. Prior, he says: (dealing
with the question to its widest extent) * Thousands of Chinamen are engaged on the
grade, and more patient, sober, inoffensgive, hard-working people, as a class, I have
never seen. Instead of excluding white labour, they are Gibeonites needed to do the
cheaper and more menial work that civilization demands, White men are needed as
engineers, officials, overmen, timekeepers, mechanics, and for all kinds of rock work.
Hence there are more whites in the Provinee now than ever there were before,” 1 did
not think Mr, Grant to be an Irishman,

The Government and Government contractors will doubtless say thanks to this
compliment to their wisdom. But the coming civilization, in all its ramifications,
will not say thanks to this estimate of character, neither will the thinking masses, in
the industrial world, look upon his defonce of the Government action just in the same
light as he does. They are not indebted to the Government officials for services
‘¢ efficiently  given, but rather it should be, especially in this Canada of ours, that the
officials should be thankful to the people that they go so desp down into their pockets
$o maintain so many who are required to oversee the building of this road.

¢ Gibeonites 7 ” Aye! 1f they were Swedes, or even Hungarians, or Italians one
would have understood the application of this relationship of one to the other : here
would be some hope of assimilation of these to the whole ; of the marital relationship
being kept up, and its surroundings of houses and families, and nationality of kin and
interests, But the Chinese are alien; they are the * Celestial” people, with a superi-
ority and interest their own. Their country, with their gods false and gods superior,
pre-eminently above what we can offer, with the exception of our gold—the great idol
that brings them to this continent. I have other thoughts, but I must close by giving
the inference drawn ; it is: ¢ No white labourers need apply.” They are too civilized
for the grievous burdens to be borne in such an undertaking as to make the ¢ Kicking
Horse Pass and the Selkirks ”’ a highway for * goulless commeree ” to pass over.

85 Ewing Avenue. Yours, . W. H. SrevENs.
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“ BREWER > AND PROHIBITION.

To the Editor of The Week : ‘
81r,—In your last two issues we have been favoured with two letters signed
+¢ Brewer,” purporting to be on the question of prohibition and compensation. I have

read them, and, to say the truth, think the question of compensation was thrown sside
after the opening sentences of the first lotter, and that in the second the only guestion
considered is prohibition. Now I have little to say against compensation. I believe it
to be a correct prineciple ; but with regard to prohibition, I {81 to see it in that light
and hope to show somo reasons for believing that your correspondent is mistaken in
his ideas,

Division of labour, if I read aright, is'one of the causes which keep people employed
all the time. Now I thought division of labonr was one of the causes which led to less
people being employed, that is, if the same pe‘ople adhered to a trade after the intro-
duction of this, they would have less to do; in other words, could have more spare
time, less work-time, and they would not be employed all tho time. As  Brewer”
makes no allusion to anything but beer in his letters, and his name tends to cause the
belief that he means beer, apart from whiskey, I will consider the question in that light.
Looking forward to what non-prohibition may bring before us, it struck me that in
what we consider the national type of Dutchmen we have what will be the consequence
of unrestrictod beer-drinking, That type is generally represented to us as & great
idolent, pot-bellied man, And this size, bloatedness, indolence ete., are I think, the
direct consequences of an unrestrained appetite for beer. Not that I think all pO'S-beui‘"1
men are beer-drinkers, but that most heavy beer-drinkers ave or are inclined to be
bloated and correspondingly indolent. What we see in Germany, it may be claimed, i8
not common here. But no one knows better than * Brewer” that beer-drinking is 0B
the increase, and if it be not restrained by law or home training I can see no reason
why we should not, in the future, see the same characteristics more common as the
drinking habit becomes more extended.

Our attention is drawn by your correspondent to what will be the outcome of the
prohibiting of his traffic. He sees in its enormous size what has brought about the
prohibition cry, and what he uses as an argument against its abolition, He Pl‘e“"ndl
to see difficulties which any one but an infatuated prohibitionist can see, But we all
know how #ny bold stroke for national improvement either in morals or in trade ha#
been met, Is this a movement for national benefit? Tet us look at it. Beer-drinking
if kept in moderate limits has few opponents; beer-drinking to satisfy & natural
appetite, a8 at table, is not obnoxious; but when houses are built at every corner to cater
to a craving, then we have a right to fear. To use beer asa luxury, as a compmon
luxury like tea, would not be bad; but to make it the aim of one’s days to get it 188
vice. To show it more forcibly : no one objeots to a man getting married, but all ob]"’f’t
to his becoming a polygamist or worse, and we know how all the world is interested iB
putting down polygamy. Why not the same with beer? Either is a perversion of
nature, only one is more common.

This is a strife in which many look only to the moral side ; your correspondent would
have us view it from another standpoint—that of trade. I think his reasoning 88 t0 the
moral side, slight as it has been, is of the smallest value, He refers to the marriage
feast at Cana ; but he wisely forgets that lesson, ““If thy right hand offend thee, cut
it off.”  Has the traffie, of which he is aun upholder, not shown itself offensive, very
offensive, unbearably offensive? We know it has in many places, There is nob 0‘_’“
among us who cannot bear testimony as to that point, either strong or weak. Iw
not argue what all know ; but let us turn to his selected ground, the competition, keert
and cutting, which it will cause, the influence, evil, he says, which it will exert OV?I
overy artisan. I dare say he will extend the application to every one who inhabits this
country.

Well let us see the claimg that an army of men will be thrown out of employmenty
an army who must have work, and who will lower wages in all trades. We are not tol
whether this complication will be lasting, or die away in a fow years, but we are left to
think it will be lasting. I am certain that this yill not be a consequence, When the
spinning-jenny was discovered, men went mad with fear that they should starve, but
all were fed ; and do we feel any ill effects? Do the cotton workers? I think not.
Will, then, the cessation of this traffic cause worse troubles? Why should it? To do
80, either a proportionately greater number of men will have to be thrown oub 9
employment, or they will have less market for their labour. Can it for n moment ,9
thought that England is a more extensive labour mart than Canada—Canada which #
calling and coaxing labourers to her shores? I fancy not. Then there must Pe#®
proportionately much greater namber, for the above reason thrown idle. In the
narrow circumferencs of the cotton centres, and the traffic in beer established everyw_here'
the proportion fails, dwindles away, and I am persuaded that ‘¢ Brewer’s ” fears W.l
the same when the time comes. I have named the invention of the spinning-
and its accompanying crisis, No one will have trouble in thinking of a dozen other
examples. TEMPEBANOB.
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AT THE GALLERY: A PICTURES COMPLAINT.

I HAVE hung here from morning to night,
To be criticized, laughed at and scorned ;
I am ¢ skied” to the very worst light,
Though my title is ¢ Art Unadorned.”
On my right is a terrible * sketch,”

Such a nightmare of purple and green,
On my left is a red-coated wretch,
Marked ¢ An A..D.-C. to the Queen.”

Some say my “ lights are too high”—

I should think my location is too—

But I shall come down by and by,

‘When bought for a hundred or two ;

They say my perspective is bad

And my “treatment most dreadfully weak ;
"Tis shameful, I say, I've waited long,
So now I am going to speak. '

D. J. Mac.
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«THE MAN IN THE PARK> *

ArcumMeNnT,—Lo! Summer is here, and the voice of the Park-preacher is
heard in the Land.

VYHEN the whispeting tones of a Sabbath-kiss'd breeze
Sigh, with musical cadence, * midst summer crown’d trees,”
"hen the rays of blest Sunshine, and Nature’s own voice,

Bid the trance-risen landscape, in beauty, rejoice,
X)V'h(’sn the azure resounds with the notes of the lark,
* 'tis then that we gaze on “ The man in the park.”

Ah.! “The an in the park,” Sirs ; blest creature is he,
F!‘f:m the frailties of mortals he’s perfectly free,

€8 an alien, true, in the realm of success,
And a failure in life, though he sneers none the less
At all wealth (yet a sail in prosperity’s bark

ould uncommonly tickle ¢ The man in the park”).

He can smash up agnostics with thundering knocks,
*, with mis-applied logic, be heterodox ;

And can spout—though his nose be suspiciously red—

On the Temperance work, till his hearers have fled ;

For to argue black’s white, and to swear light is dark,

Is the undenied right of “ The man in the park.”

H(‘: blackguards the parsons, from first unto last, -
ith smal| hope for their future, less respect for their past :
ey are wastrels who drink the sweet wines of the lees

And are less interested in souls than in fees,

U8, In bile, be he navvy, mecharic, or clerk,
Heg « agin” Mother church, is “The man in the park.”

We §hought him erratic, but esteem’d him sincere,
n his howlings on “ Faith,” and his strictures on beer ;
Ut onn day, as we travers'd a Don-watered vale
e beheld “ Black Maria,” on her way to the gaol,
And the rogue who peep’d out thro’ the bars of ¢ The Ark”
a8 that stumbler from grace yclept * The man in the park.”

Yet we like himn, the scamp, and his overworked tongue,
hough the force of his logic ne'er equals his lung,
€ admire go the man who can shame a bassoon,
0 can discount, in antics, a circus buffoon,
And we tender our thanks (Heav'n assoilzie the mark)
0 the “idjut ” who's known as  The man in the park.”
Herewarp K. CoCKIN.

THE ADVENTURES OF A WIDOW.

By Epaar Fawortr, author of “A Gentleman of Loisure,” :" A Hopeless Case,”
“An Ambitious Woman,” “Tinkling Cymbals,” etc.

XIV.—Continued.

nBut here Pauline paused, for a servant entered with a card. She
'%ed at the card, and made an actually doleful grimace.
Mr., Leander Prawle is here,” she said to her visitor, )
Oneq - Bar:rOWe gave a start.  ““In that case I must go,” he Sfl,ld. “I
eh 8poke ill of that young gentleman’s most revered poem, and since then
28 never deigned to notice me.”
ut you will not forget the dinner, and what is to follow,’
©, a3 she shook hands. .
9,” M:. Barrowe protested. *If you cleave my heart in twain I
Ty to live the better with the other half of it.” .
capal) should not like to cleave it in twain,” said Pauline.. “It: is too
With © and healthy a heart for that. I should only try to make it beat
rawinore temperate strokes . . Aw revoir, then. If you should meet Mr.
& Outside, tell him that you are sorry.”
« Aorry ? But his poem was abominable?”
he j5 1 xl 1 the more rcason for you to be magnanimously sorry .
arg‘?e Mr, Leander Prawle indeed was, but as he entered the room Mr.
hig iq € slipped past him, and with a suddenness that almost prevented
« htification on the part of the new-comer . .
of hig hrs, Varick,” exclaimed Leander Prawle, while he pressed the hand
w0stess.  «T came here because duty prompted me to come.” ,
Raid p, hqpe pleasure had a little to do with the matter, Mr. Prawle,
.eatedauhne, while indicating a lounge on which they were both presently
gf" }F rawle looked just as pale as when Pauline had last seen him, just
left piq aired, and just as dark-eyed ; but the ironical fatigue had gomehow
«y Visage ; there was a totally new expression there. )
Upop Paslipp?se’» he began, with his black eyes very ﬁxe'dly dlre:cte,d
°“tl‘ageo?lsl ne’s face,  that you have heard of the . . the Morning Monitor's
¢ s
“ Aisé Mr. Prawle,” Pauline broke in. I have heard all about it.”
Poet, o5 1t has pained you beyond expression!” murmured the young
« Ngpor 0Ust have done so1”
aturally,” replied Pauline.
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“Tt .. it has made me suffer!” asserted the new visitor, laying one

glim white hand upon the region of his heart.
“ Really ?” was the answer. ¢ That is very nice and sympathetic of

ow.”
d Mr. Prawle regarded her with an unrelaxed and very fervid scrutiny.
He now spoke in lowered and emotional tones, leaning toward his hearer so
that his slender body made quite an exaggerated curve.

« My whole soul,” he said, *is brimming with sympathy ”

Pauline conquercd her amazement at this entirely unforeseen outburst.

“ Thanks very much,” she returned. ¢ Sympathy is always a pleasant
thing to receive.”

Mr. Prawle, still describing his physical curve, gave a great sigh. ¢ Oh,
Mrs. Varick,” he murmured, “I should like to kill the man who wrote
that horrible article ! ”

“Suppose it were & woman,” said Pauline.

«Then T should like to kill the woman!. . Mrs. Varick, will you
pardon me if T read you .. a few lines which indignation com . . yes,
combined with reverence—actual reverence—inspired me to write after
reading those disgraceful statements? The lines are—are addressed to
yourself. With—with your permission I—I will draw them forth.”

Mr. Prawle, however, now drew forth the manuscript to which he