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THE

CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN
AN~D NUMSMATIC JOURNAL

EDITORIAL

Eyears ago, owing to uncontrollable
cirumstances, the publication of tie " Can-

Cradian Antiquarian " was suspended. Yet,
wbile this was greatly regretted by those

interested ini the grand work it was doig, they neyer
lost heart, and now, through thefr persevering efforts
it bas again, phoenix-Iike, corne to 111e to continue, we
trust, its work through long years of prosperity.* .0

The study of our past, with ail its bistoric glory,
its legends and its folk-Iore, bas beconie a fascinating
one to our citizens inducing rnany to give to this
branch of learning more of their leisure than bitherto.
Both the French and English people of Canada arc
becoming more devoted to the land of their birth or
of their adoption, and, with this growth, there is a
deeper desire to delve into its history, short through
Third Seda. - VoL I. No. s.
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it bc, yet so replete with deeds of sacrifice and valor,
many of which remain unpublished or are altogether

Since the last appearance of this publication an
important step in advance bas niarked the history of
the Numismatic and Antiquarian Society. This is,
its removal to its new quarters in the Chàteau de
Ramezay; where, through the efforts of its members,
bas been formed a historical picture gallery, and mu-
seum of Canadian antiquities open free to au, atready
highly appreciated by the public. .4 .4 .4 %' *4 *

In the attainment of this much desired object and
the preservation of the museum within the walls of
this venerable mansion Montreal can dlaim. an insti-
tution destined, ini this direction, to place her not only
side by side witb, but in advance of her sisters of equal
importance on this continent. .0 .0 <s <s <s <s <s é» <s

Henceforth our main object, calling forth the most
concentrated efforts, wiil be the fostering of the growth
and conserving the benefits of this much needed insti-
tution. We would therefore, at its beginning, solicit
a fuil meed of synipathy and encouragement at the
bands of our enlightened people. And in this con-
nection it may be well to observe that the Society
owes much of the success it has already attained to
the liberality of several of our large minded citizens.

As heretofore it wl be the endeavor of this jour-
nal to be a medium devoted to seeking after the truth
in Canadian historical and antiquarian studies and
numismatic research. Students, we confidently hope,
will find, from time to time, in these pages many
utterances to interest and instruct. %s <s .s .0 <s .s .
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THE INAUGURATION

Nthe evening of the ninth of April. 1896,
M N lrg gathering cf the more prominent

ctizens ai Montreal came together, within
te waUls of the Château de Ramezay, to

celebrate the inauguration of a historical picture gai-
lery, a museum, of Canadian antiquities and a public
library. It is no exaggeration to, state that the people
vere more than surprised at the many preclous relics
their eyes beheld. No one expected te see such a
transformation in a building whiàch, a few months pre-
vious, bad been filled with Ai mariner cf debris,
appearlng, in fact, more like a ruin ready for demnoli-
tion. Its days seemed numbered and an early date
was set by rnany for its total disappearance. .0 .0 .

However there prevailed in the community a strong
desire ta repair this aid French mansion and open it
up, for the inspection cf strangers as weli as for the
rising generation at home, as a rare aid souvenir of
the past. But through what medium was this end
to be attained ? What organisation, se filied with
unselfish motives, could be found to undertake this
truly patriotic task ? *~ * o~ *, * î%& ïo * ***

This unuttered although general desire was natu-
raliy taken up by the Numismatic and Antiquarian
Society which, after much trouble, bas, for the present
at Ieast, secured the coveted possession of the Château.

The whole of the building, briliantly Iighted, was
thrown open te a delighted throng, made up, for the
most part, of these who had neyer visited it and to
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whom its whole internai appearance was a revelation.
The quaint roomns, with walls adorned with portraits
of old chevaliers and those famous in our history, as
the gay company passed and repasseci, enlivened by
the strains of sweet music, delighted A who had the
good fortune of participating i the scene. .0 .0 s

After allowing the guests ample time to inspect A
parts of the building, with the rare contents of the cases
and array of portraits and pictures covering the walls
of the Elgin gaiery and other apartments, the Hon.
justice Baby, the président of the Society, took the
chair, at the same time cailing to his side His Wor-
ship Mayor R. Wilson-Smith, Sir William Dawson,
the Rev. Abbé Verreau, principal of Jacques Cartier
Normal Sehool, George Hague, L. H. Fréchette, lau-
reate, the Rev. J. Edgar Hill and many others...*.

The audience baving been called to attention the
président deîivered the following inaugural address.

MWr. Mdayor, Ladies and Gentlemen: .0 * 4.
It is with a deep sense of satisfaction, as you may

weIl understancl, that the Society, through its pre-
siding officer, heartily welcomes you this evening to
this grand old maison, so truly perfumed with the
souve ifrhepsoft.h* ep*a. t.4. **

When the Numismatic and Antiquarian Society
first suggested the project of celebrating the 250th
anniversary of the founding of Montreal three things
were proposed in order to shed a more lasting lustre
on so noteworthy an e'vent. .0 «* a .,.4 *a .4. 0 s.

First, the erecting of a monument to the memory
of Chomedy de Maisonneuve, the founder of our city.
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Second, the saving of the Château die Ramezay
*romn the destruction wlth which it was threatened
and the establishment therein of a historical picture
galiery and rnuseum, to which shoulci subsequently
be added a public reading room, and Iibrary. *~ %s .0s

Third, a historical exhibition by which the public
n'iight be enlightened regarding the rare and preclous
things stili to be found amongst us which, if flot judi-
ciously cared for, are likely soon to, bc lost for ever
to the country. .8' A8 %8 .8' %' .8 % .8' ,as * .0 .8'48 .0 % .8

i A modesty let me tell you that the Society bas
in a fair measure succecded in bringing ail threc of
these projects to a successful issue. .8' .8 .8' .8 .8' .0 .8'

The last of these which was held on the exhibition
groundis -a most fittlng place, lying as it does, under
the shadow of Mount Royal, that silent witness of the
long past, when olci Hochelaga, visîteci by Jacques
Cartier, nestied under its base, and of the later exploits
Of de Maisonneuve, ini founding a city, -was crown-
eci with success. It was closeci by a most interesting
meeting in which several prominent speakers took
part, among whom. was the late Senator Murphy
whose name I cannoe help pronouncing on such an
-occasion as this, who ailuclec in glowing and cloquent
words to, the celebration of the anniversary. A8 .8' .8' .8

With reference to, the monument, which now graces
Place d'Armes and which attests to the artistic merits
of the sculptor, I may state that it was duly inaugu-
rated with imposing ceremonies, as you well know,
on the first of july last. *8 %8 o8 o8 A8 *8 o8 *8 *8 o8 o8

There remained the Château de Ramezay which,
together with the most patriotic citizens, we were so
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anxious to save from impending destruction. Long
and arduous was the task before us, but by dint of
persistent courage and energy it was saved. Through
the generosity of the mayor and aldermen we were
given possession of this venerable building which bas
witnessed se many memorable scenes ini Canadian
history and within which bave met and deliberated
so niany promiànent personages of the past, whose
fame bas corne down to, us. .0* .0 is e, *$ *j .4 i

Being desirous of keeping faith with those who so
generously and disinterestedly seconded our efforts
we, at once, set determinedly to work, with the limited
means at our disposaI, until the projected national
pîcture galiery and museumn with a public library and
reading roomn attached took tangible sbape, as you can
well judge for yourselves this evening. .0 &A *As *0%

Built in the beginning of the eighteenth century this
relic cf the past is one cf Montreal's most interesting
landrmarks. Where then could there be found a more
fitting place te carry out our project ? No city on this
continent, with the exception perhaps of Boston and
Philadeiphia, can boast the possession of a building
of such a character and one with such a pedigree. It
is in fact a grand and precious reliquary in which to,
preserve our national relics. .>S * to » o . ' Ai

Through the generosity cf warmn hearted friends,
we have been able te, impart lIde and animation te, these
cold and Iifeless wails ; ail honor to, these gentlemen
te whomn we tender our hearty tbanks. ~o***o

Our library, although stiil in its inception, contains
already about eight thousand volumes; net counting
a large numnber cf manuscripts, some cf the highest
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value, others, which in the course of time, will becomne
equally so: ail this augurs weli for the future. While
in no way excludlng worlcs of art and literature the
books to be found on our shelves bear rnainly on bis-
tory, science and antiquarian reserch. * .4. s î* js

When the British Association for the Advancement
of Science met in Montreal, rnany were the expres-
sions of surprise and disappointment uttered by its
distinguished members, because no institution of the
kind vas to, be found i sucb an important centre as
ours. With many citizens we feit that this deep void
in the community nmust neecis be fiiled and, as you
wiff, no doubt, admit, our efforts bave, i some meas-
ure, been successful. We are, at Ieast, on the road
leading to success. .0 * %* % *0.e.t**0 5.5.5.5.5.5*

The galkery of bistorical pictures, upon wbich you
have looked with so much pleasure, must, I arn
sure, have taken you by surprise. Few if any could
have believed that,' i such a short time, so much
could bave been accomplished, tbat such a collection
containing, as it does, so many portraits of our ances-
tors as veil as of the most prominent men under both
French and English ndle, could bave been got together.

And what shali I say regarding the relics of our
past ? There before us is the Louisbourg bell, which,
through the courageous efforts of the weil known
writer, Miss Barry (Françoise), bas been brought
heme frorn the city by the sea; in a corner stand the
two crosses which surnaounted respectively the churcli
and convent of the Recoliets before tbey were razed
to the ground by the modern iconoclast ; i another
corner is the weather vane of old St. Gabriel's, which
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ini a way might be called the cradie of the English
spealcing community of Montréal ; there is an anti-
quated pair of scales, dated 1685, which, in the early
days of the colony, the Jesuit Fathers had placed at the
disposai of their Censitaires in their seignory of Cap de
la Magdeleine and they are the more historic on ac-
count of baving been found in that well known struc-
ture, stili standing, called " La Friponne " which bring
to, mind the treasonable acts of the disreputable bu-
reaucracy that disgraced the last decade of the old re-
gime ; in the glass cases may be seen accoutrements
and smail arins wbich belonged to somne of the formost:
of our citizens who defended their country agamnst
assault in 1775 and 1812; they are the Icind of weap-
ons that were used both in attack and defense during
the ten years war ; and Indian implements there are
from, ail over the Dominion - fromn the shores of the
Atlantic to the Pacific siope; parcbments too, and other
documents i the quaint old writing of the time, which
settle disputed points in our history over which the
student bas struggled for years ; amnong these are the
original letters patent erecting the Barony of Lon-
gueuil ; in the shelves as a collection of books which
show, by their dates, that they were the first prited
in this country emanating, as they do from the first
printing press introduced as a necessary accompani-
ment of the liberty of thought and action which the
British régime brought to us; there are also rare por-
traits and prints of persons and tbings ; Canadian cu-
rios and bric-à-brac of local interest, familiar perhaps
to, us ail, but highly interesting to strangers; a collec-
tion of coins and medals many of thern rare and valu-
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able; here too is the valuable cross of the military
order of St. Louis which decorated the breast of the
last of the de Vaudreuils, governor of La Nouvelle
France and previously of Montreal, this, let me state
en passant, is the esteemed gift of the Countess of Cler-
mont-Tonnerre, ane of his descendants ; and, Iast of
ail, is the unique gold medal presented by the Prince
Regent to the hero of Châteauguay. i.> .9 .0 t .0

After this hurried recapitulation yau wifl sec that
we have somne reason to be proud of aur work, un-
dertaken, as it bas been, solcly for the public goad and
the honor cf aur city. Now let me asic you ta ex-
amine this question and, judging for yoursetves, bc-
fore answering let this judgment bc truc and candid.
If happily it should prove favorable it will bc an
incentive ta the Society ta continue its efforts in this
direction assistcd by your generaus gifts. .0s . .

A moment ago 1 referred to, the surprise expressed
by a distinguished body af strangers because no truly
public ibrary was ta be faund here. Nov allow me,
ladies and gentlemen, ta continue ini the same strain
an the lack of a picture gallery and museum in this
city. ht wili readily be adn'itted that Montreal is the
foremost and mast beautiful city af its size on the con-
tinent; not only on account of the correct style of its
architecture, the solidity of its buildings, public and
private, the strength and extent of its financial, com-
mercial and manufacturing enterprises but also on
account cf the great educational, charitable, scientific
and other institutions which the generosity and philan-
thropy of its citizens have founded and maintaincd.

But one institution vas wanting ta complete this
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brilliant array; and, while people on Al hands, won-
dered tbey were unable to account for its absence -
that is one of the character and importance of that
which you have corne together to inaugurate this
evening. Everywhere, whenever possible, sometimes
at considerable sacrifice on the part of corporations
as weil as private parties, such institutions bave been
created. And it speaks weil for the intelligence, refine-
ment and eclucation reached by the community where
one is to be found. However, 1 arn sorry to say, that,
up to this time, our good city possessed notbing of
&h kind, f0 the astonishment. let me repeat, of stran-
gers who, wbile filied with admiration for the progress
and prosperity evident on ail sides, could not help
expressing their surprise when told that no antiqua-
rian museumnexisted in the metropolis of the Dominion.

To-day we have turned over a new leaf and fromn
this time out, Montreal will possess its bistorical pic-
turc gallery and museum open free to, ail; to the old
as a reminder of the past ; to the young as a means
of education. Here will be religiously preserved, for
the enlightenment of posterity, our bistorical relics and
heir-Iooms irrespective of their source. Our only aimn
is the preservation of the history of Ville-Marie and
hcr gifted and valorous sons from ber founidation
down to our own times. An aim s0 sacred cannoe
but bc continued by our successors, as bas been donc
in ail civilized countries, and dlaim the approbation,
net only of those who hear me, but of those who hold
dear the good name of Montrea!. .5'. . .5' *.5 % . . *

0f course this is only a beginning, much stil re-
nining to be donc to, make this institution A it
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should bc, but we are on thie right road leading to this
much desired goal. lIn order then to make this Châ-
teau, of which so many American cities art so envious,
what Lt should be, we have to look to the generosity
of the public; and 1 arn sure that such of our citizens
as, tbrough that fuli measure of prosperity with
which they have been blessed, can so do, wiil flot
forget, in their patriotic desire to elevate and educate
the community, to corne to the assistance of this most
hopeful institution. Yes, let us f rom this time out,
rejoice in the continued liberality of our benefactors.

It is now with much pleasure that I cail upon H-is
Worship the Mayor to declare this picture gallery,
museum and library duly opened. *B *a î* *~ o %*o

The Mayor then came forward and in the most
complimentary terins eulogized the good work done
by the Society at the same time assuring its members
of the sincerest sympathy, prornising themn at ai times
his most hearty support and concluded an enthusiastic
address by stating that he " had great pleasure in de-
claring this institution duly opened. ".> o> ,* *a * o

Next came the presentation of the historic Louis-
bourg bell, brought ail the way from Halifax through
the efforts of Miss Barry better known by her nom de
pvlume, " Françoise." The presentation was made on
ber behaif by Mr. L. H. Fréchette, who, ini choice
and bigbly poetic language, vividly recalled the past
and the seulement of old Acadie with its sunsbine
and gloom. We regret flot to be able to place the
full text of this master-piece of oratory before our
readers. As the history of this bell is weli known
we see no reason for reproducing it here. .>s % * .> î
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Hon. justice Baby, on bebaif of the Society, i ap-
propriate language accepted the custodianship of the
bell and promised that it would be cherished and
handed down to coming generations. 4 * is .4 A

Sir Alexander Lacoste at some length strongly in-
pressed upon the citizens the obligation devolving
upon thein in the completion and maintenance of the
institution just opened, an institution of which they
might well be proud.S S -4 -4e 4,,- 4, 4. 4.

Sir William Davrson recognized with pleasure the
good the Numismatic and Antiquarian Society was
doing principally through the museum this gathcring
had corne together to, inaugurate. The people could
not be too deeply impressed with the necessity of being
fully acquainted with the history of the country. He
suggested that the historical souvenirs of the city as
well as of its environs should be arranged and exhi-
bited in a tangiblz form so that the young might be
able to leamn and remenber the chief points i our his-
tory. A local colour woulcl no doubt: thus be created
which would enhance the intercst of the collection
housed by the Château. e .0 * & A % ,$ 4 e * .s *

L'abbé Verreau spolce feelingly of the extraordi-
nary and patwriotic work that the Society had accoin-
plished and that too i so short a time. He belleved
tlut the success thus attained, if properly helped,
would nobly secure that which had been for so rnany
years one of Montreal's greatest needs. S4 --s .*-.4 55

Mr. George Hague expressed bis gratification at
being present at such an interesting ceremony. He
was a great admirer of Canadian history and would
lilce that it could be more universally lcnown. An in-
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stitution, lilce this was no doubt calculated to do very
much in this direction. It is a well lcnowri fact that
many learned more [rom object lessons through the
eye than fromn the bookcs they read. He congratulated
the Society on its success thus far and hoped the citi-
zens of Montreal would encourage its endeavor..: i

The last speaker, the Rev. J. Edgar Hifi, referred
in complimentary termns to what the Society had done
for the people. This institution, he was most happy
to, learn, rested on the broad basis of Canadian history
in which study it was able to, help in many ways. It
was neither French nor English but thoroughly Can-
adian and thus common to us ail, as citizens of this
wealthy city. It should be encouraged for it deserved
a full meed of encouragement. He expressed his re-
gret that the Engiish-spealcing members of the com-
munity did flot know more of their bretbren of French
origin and their littérateurs. This was to be deplored
for many reasons. He bad no doubt that the Chà-
teau, over and above ail that could be spoicen of it,
situated as It was between the east and the west,
would become a point of of union between the races.
Could this object be attained it would undoubtecily
add toits ultimate success. s .-. 0 .4 .s.0 J

Thus was concluded one of the most notable fêtes
which this metropolis :has ever witnessed; and its
memory will long be cherished by those who biad the
good fortune of participating in it. And the thanks
of the Society are due and are hereby tendered to
A Who, by their presence or otherwise, assisted in
this memorable celebration. .sB e .0 o .0 * .0 .0
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THE EARL 0F ABERDEEN'S VISIT'

S Excellency having, through pressure of
public business, been prevented from ta-
king part in the inaugural cerenionies,
wvas pleased, on his first subsequent visit

to Montreal, to intirnate to the officers of the Numnis-
matic and Antiquarian Society, that it would give
him much pleasure to inspect the Château de Rame-
zay Museumi and leamn what progress had been made.
Accordingly, in the course of the afternoon of the fif-
teenth of May, 1896, attended by several members of
is suite, he entered the building and was conducted

to a dais which had been prepared for the occasion in
the Elgin Gallery. Ail the members of the Society,
who had responded to, the cali to bc on hand, were
presented to His Excellency; among whom were the
Hon. justice Baby, th.e president, the Hon. Sir Alex-
ander Lacoste, chief justice of the Court of Queen's
Bench, the Hon. L. R. Masson and the Hon. L. J.
Forget, senators, the Hon. Justice Wurtele and the
Hon. Justice Archibald; Messrs. R. W. McLachlan,
Henry Mott, L. W. Sicotte, W. D. Lightball, Lucien
Huot, A. T. Taylor, Alain C. Macdonald, Emanuel
Ohien, H. C. Nelson, C. A. Harwood and others. .*

The following address was then presented by the
president of the Society. .4. is. .40.. .4j .0~ .4

'To the ZiRght Honorable Sir John Campbet
Hamitton Gordon, EarI of Aberdeen, Governor
Generaf of Canada, etc.. ~ ~ s
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It is quite unnecessary for the members of this So-
ciety ta assure Your Excellency of their most sincere
gratification when they kearned of this proposed visit
this afternoon. We beg now ta of fer your Excel-
lency our most hearty welcome ta the Château de
Ramezay, the history of whlch must, we are sure,
be famriliat ta you. Your Excelleracy is no stranger
within these watts, for many of the brilliant gaLvxy
of Vice Roys sent by the mother country ta Canada,
such as Lord Dalhousie, Sir James Kempt, Lords
Aylmer, Gosford, Durham and Sydenhami, Sir Char-
les Bagot, Sir Charles Metcalfe and the Earl of Elgin,
have held council in these halls; and the chronicles
of their times are full of the events here witnessed by
them. If tirne permitted a long and Interesting page
of Canadian hlstory might be unfolded before Your
Exccllency. But, without proceeding further, let us
state that during the many years, through which this
Château bas endured, no less than three distinct ré-
gimes have succeeded each other in its occupancy ;
namely the French, the English and the Amnericans
or Continentals as they were then called. It will flot
appear strange, then, ta Your Excellency, that such
strenuous efforts have been macle by the Society to
save it frorm an impending destruction. The sole atm
of its members was ta preserve for posterity this our
most cherished ancient monument and therby bring
honor and prestige ta our city. By your presence
here to day Your Excellency appears ta approve the
good work we are endeavoring ta accomplish, and,
consequently we feel thanlcful, My Lord, for this dis-
tinguished mark of approbation on your part. .a' .0
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Having, through the Iiberality of the muniicipal
authorities, secured, possession of these premises, the
next step taken was the formation of a Canadian
bistorical picture gallery and museum. And where
could a more suitable place be found for treasuring
Up our national antiquities and heir-looms which,
through carelessness on the part of the owners, ame
becoming scarcer and scarcer every day. By clint
of great sacrifice on the part of the members, and,
through the generosity of a number of aur fellow ci-
tizens, we macle fair progress, sucb, indeed, as to, en-
courage us to inaugurate this most commendable
institution a kew weeks ago, but from which interest-
ing ceremony, to our great regret, Your Exceilency
was unavoidably absent. .4 . .4 i .0 . .4 .8.e1.e

While this beginning can only bc claimed as a
humble one, we sincerely trust that, by degrees, Mon-
treal may soon be endowed with an institution wor-
thy ber proud position ; an institution, as has been
acknowledged on ail sies, too long wanting. Of
course this cannot, for a moment, be compared with
similar establishments, in the old worlcl, so familiar
to Your Exceilency, we therefore to, some extent kilf
it incumbent upon us ta asic Your Excellency's par-
don for taking Up your valuable time with this visit.

Knowing and appreciating as we do the lively in-
terest taken by Your Excellency and your worthy
consort, the Countess of Aberdeen, in everything de-
signed for the bettermng of the materiat and inteilectual
condition of the people of the Dominion, in general
and of the city of Montreal in particular, we cannot
help cailing your attention to, the library and reading
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roomn which bave also, been founded here through
the benevolence of some liberat minded gentlemen.

In conclusion, My Lord, let us hope that this your
most welcome visit to, these historic halls, so filled
with souvenirs of olden times, wilI be a signal, so to
speak, for the renewal on ail sides of generous and
practical efforts to bring the Château de Ramezay mu-
seum to a succesful consumniation and thereby Your
Excetlency will have become our greatest benefactor.

To this address His Excellency made a very happy
reply, in the course of which he most strongly advo-
cated the dlaims of the Society to, the help of the mu-
nicipality, as weil as the whole community, in the
patriotic work they were so assicluousîy promoting.

After having been conducted through the picture
gallery, museumn, library and vaults, His Excellency
expressed bis high appreciation of ail he had scen and
cordially signed his name in the visitors' book. On
taking leave he again expressed to the president and
curator his delight at what he had seen ; adding that
he hoped at another time to, go more fully into the
detaiîs of the many interesting things brought to-
gether by the Society. 4u 4 .4 .4 . 4$

.4A tA tA
Gerieral Montgomery Moore, of Halifax, on bis

return from Ottawa, where he bad been sworn in as
Administrator of the Domidnion Government during
the absence of Lord Aberdeen, paid a long visit to,
the Château and on Ieaving generously promised to
help the picture gallery by filling up a gap in our
series of portraits of the governors. .0 4$ .0 %* 4 *$ 4
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THE LADIES ENTERTAINMENT

HE " Ladies Branch " of the Society, on
the afternoon of the fourteenth of Novem-

Sber, 1896, entertained a large number of
herfriends; in the Château. It was a

most enjoyable occasion and successful ini every par-
ticular. One spécial feature was the appearance of a
number of Montreal's fairest daughters in costumes of
the days of Anne d'Autriche and Madame de Pompa-
dour. Seldom has such a brilliant gathering corne
together on this continent in such a historical place.

A second meeting is thus described ini one of our
daily papers. .0 * et * % *, «* t s .0~ *, it A~ . .

" Madame Dandurand a donné, hier après-midi,
une intéressante conférence sur des sujets historiques
au Château de Ramezay, devant les dames membres
de la Société de Numismatique et d'Archiologie.
Après la conférence, on a exécuté un joli programme
musical, après quoi les dames ont été invitées à un ex-
cellent goûiter. Toutes les personnes présentes ont ex-
primé l'espoir de voir bientôt le vieux Château subir
les réparations nécessaires pour être un monument
dont Montréal sera fier. Pendant les trois mois d'été,
il y avait environ deux cents visiteurs américains,
tous les jours, au Château de Ramezay. "~ .

Without doubt, through the continued efforts of
these ladies, the Château de Ramezay museum is
becoming popularized and its objects better lcnown
in Montreal than hitherto, and thus helped it is des-
tmned to be an institution of greatest interest to ail.
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1THE TiIFFIN BANQUET

accaunt of the absence f rom the country,
M.Henry J. Tiffin, who had donc sa

much to push on the good work, was
unable ta be present at the officiai inau-

guration of the museum and library. He therefore,
alter bis return, determined ta celebrate the opening
of the library by a grand banquet given, by permis-
sion of the Society, in the Château de Ramezay, ta
the Mayor, Aldermen and the officers and board af
governors of the Society. The aff air which took
place an the seventh of January 1897 proved a com-
pîete success. .4 .s it to a$ 6 % . 6 .0 J .D . .0 Ji

Among those present were Prof. D. P. Penhallow
and Prof. J. Clarke Murray, Senators L. J. Forget and
J. O. Villeneuve. A number of the Aldermen ex-
pressed their interest in the library and museum, pro-
mising when the new charter for the city should be
granted by the legisiature, ta have a clause inserted
authorizing the City Council ta establish a public
library. Then ample funds could, without question,
be set apart by the finance committee for its proper
equipment and mainteance. *D .DB .sS <D .D .DB AB . . .

After the toasts had been drunk, the generous hast
presented each of bis guests with a bronze medal
which he had caused ta be struck ta properly coin-
memorate this event. . .0. .* . . . *t.

e %9 e
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TH-E CHATEAU DE RAMEZAY MEDALS

LTHOUGH no officiai medals have been
S struck by the Numismatic and Antiqtta-

rian Society to commemorate its taking
LZ1~Jpossession of the Château de Ramezay

or the inauguration of the Museum therein, several
have been issued by private members. The earliest
of these dates as far back as 1891, when the question
of saving the Château had first begun to be agîtated,
It was struck for Mr. P. N. Breton to be sold during
the exhibition held that year in Montreal, while he

1 Obv. A front view of the Château de Raniezay
showing five poptars on the line of the street.
Exergue cHA-TEAu DE RAMEZAY 1 BuiLT 1704 I
MONTrREAL To the right, under the ground-
work, is the medallist's name, c 'rior in small

Rev. EXHiuBiTrION SOUVmmI moNTREAL 1891 A
shield inscribed P. N. BRETON I NumvsmATIST i
MONTREAI Under the shield are two sprigs
of mapIe, size 33 millimeters ; white metal. *~

Several errors in detail occur on the medal. The
date sFiould be 1705 ; and there should only be two
poplars. They arc much too tali and the branches
too much spread. Tison, the medalist, lus evidently
shown some ability in the execution of the niedat, but
would be improved by a short training under a
man of more experience. 4i 4. 4.4 . o.
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2 Qb'b. Sanie as that described above. .0' .0 .
Rev. Plain, size 33 m-illimeters ; white metal.

When the date of the inauguration was definitely
settled, Mr. A. Desroches obtained permission froni
the Society to strike a medal, comniemorative of the
occasion, to be sold at the Château. He nade use of
the old obveirse of the Breton medal, therefore only
a riew reverse was engraved for the occasion..*.*.*$

3 Obv. Same as number on.. 4 0 0e.
Rev. THE~ INAUGURATION OF THE CHATEAU DE

R.AMEZAY 1 LIBRARY & MUSEUM 1 9th APRIL 1896
The seat of the Society, but with four books
substituted for the coins in the left and right
quarters, size 33 mil1linieters; white metal...*

The change in the seat was altogether irregular
and therefore unatithorized. It was simply designed
by the issuer to convey the idea of inaugurating
the l ibay.A* 4.a. ry%%. . -e-,ý z-

hi a foregoing a-ticle, -mention is made of a medal
given to his guests by Mr. H. J. Tiffin. This was
intended mainly to, inaugurate a Iibrary which he had
presented to the Society for the use of the citizens.
To be, in fact, a public Iibrary sustained by the mu-
nicipal authorities of Montreal. .4 % <as «as *a *a *a *a %

4 Obv. GVIC LIBRARY INAUGURATED BY H.L J. TIFFIN
1896. After the date is a*srnall monogram G D
Bust of Mr. Tiffin to the right. «as *a «as <as «as «

Re'. cHATEAU DE RAMMEAY A front view of
the Château with two poplar trees. Exergue
MUSEUM AmD LIBRARY 1 i70548&96 a sprig of laurel
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under the dates. To the left, under the ground
work, is the artist's name JOHNSON lmMANO in
smali letters, size 50 millimeters ; bronze. *. %

Stefano Johinson is medallist to, the Dtalian govern-
ment having struck the medals given to the soldiers
who took part in the Russian and Austrian wars.
The view of the Chàteau is flot by any means a
true one. The building appears too long and part of
the railing to the left is watn.. 4 0. s.
5 0b2'. Sanie as the last. é 0. s. s.

Rev. Simuflar to, Last but word RJmSy occurs ini
place of " Ramezay" size 50 millineters;
white metal, alumidnium and bronze. .* A' .4 *

This was struck first and wheri the error was
noticed, the change made. About twenty specimens
in ail were struck in the three different metals. j' j'
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" LE ROCHER MOHAWK "
PAR LUCIEN HUOT

N face de Burlington et s'élançant fièrement
du fond des eaux profondes du lac Cham-
plain, il existe un rocher solitaire et à
l'aspect mystérieux qui porte le nom de

"Rocher Mohawk. " Son sommet n'a pas assez de
surface pour permettre d'y construire un hôtel ou une
résidence, il serait toutefois possible d'y fixer un kios-
que et d'y attirer un grand nombre de visiteurs et de
canotiers pendant les soirées calmes de l'été, mais
jusqu'à présent la spéculation l'a respecté, il a échap-
pé à l'esprit d'entreprise des américains, et il a con-
servé la fière indépendance du temps de ses premiers
maitres, les iroquois. Placé à l'entrée de la grande
baie de Burlington, il est bien un peu la terreur des
navigateurs attardés à l'approche de l'orage, alors que
sa cime se confond avec celles des vagues, mais en
temps calme il est facile de l'escalader et nul point du
lac ne peut offrir à la vue un panorama aussi gran-
diose. D'un côté les montagnes à pentes douces et
verdoyantes qui ont valu son nom à l'état qui nous
avoisine, et de l'autre les pics des Adirondacks qui se
multiplient à perte de vue pour former un encadre-
ment digne du plus beau lac d'Amérique. Les eaux
de ce lac sont parsemées d'iles de toutes grandeurs
vers lesquelles se dirigent des pointes de rochers de
toutes formes, entre lesquelles sont creusées des baies
profondes qui font les délices des canotiers. Toute-
fois, autour du " Rocher Mohawk, " on dirait que la
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nature, saisie de respect ou de terreur, s'est reculée
pour lui permettre de veiller à la fois sur l'étendue
depuis le fond de la baie de Plattsburgh, entre l'ile Val-
cour et l'île La Mothe, jusqu'à la pointe à la Cheve-
lure et même celle de Carillon. .4 .4 .4 * .0 s *s . o

A la vérité il fallait de l'espace pour les luttes gi-
gantesques dont ces eaux furent le théâtre, d'abord
dans le duel à mort entre l'Angleterre et la France
pour la possession d'un continent, et plus tard, dans
la lutte héroique des américains pour la conquête de
la liberté. Au nord du lac, Arnold à l'île Valcour, et
MacDonough dans la baie de Plattsburgh, le premier
vaincu jusqu'au dernier de ses vaisseaux et presque
de ses soldats, le second vainqueur des armes an-
glaises, y ont livré les deux batailles navales les plus
sanglantes de la geurre de- l'Indépendance et de celle
de 1812. Le 11 octobre 1776, la flotte d'Arnold était
anéantie par Carleton pendant que le 11 septembre
1814, MacDonough mettait en déroute la flotte an-
glaise commandée par Downie. o% o * et -s e& es .4 os

Depuis un siècle déjà on s'y battait avec acharne-
ment, et c'est à la pointe de Carillon (appelé aujour-
d'hui Ticondéroga) au sud du lac, que les soldats de
Montcalm remportaient la plus belle des victoires des
armes françaises en Amérique; c'était là d'ailleurs, à
Carillon même, si on en croit la tradition citée par
certains auteurs, entr'autres par W. H. Murray, que
les sauvages avaient reçu leur baptême de feu. Le
sud du lac Champlain était autrefois le château fort
des iroquois, ces féroces guerriers, ces maraudeurs
infatiguables qui étaient la terreur du Canada, long-
temps avant le voyage dejacques Cartier. Saisissant le
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moindre prétexte, ils se glissaient dans leurs canots et,
descendant le Richelieu, appelé autrefois la " rivière
des Iroquois," ils venaient saccager les villages et
massacrer les tribus plus paisibles qui se groupaient
sur les rives du Saint-Laurent. C'est ainsi que la ville
d'Hochelaga, visitée par Jacques Cartier, fut détruite
et ses habitants massacrés ou dispersés. Comme on
le sait, le prétexte fut la prétendue insulte infligée au
fils d'un de leurs chefs par une jeune fille de la tribu
d'Hochelaga. Au fond de toute mauvaise affaire il
parait qu'il y a toujours une femme quelconque.- Or
cette fois l'aventure eut pour conséquence la destruc-
tion complète d'une belle ville fortifiée, bâtie précisé-
ment à l'endroit où est située la ville de Montréal. (Ces
faits font le sujet d'une étude intitulée "The fail of Ho-
chelaga" due à la plume de Horatio Hall, lue au Con-
grès d'anthropologie de l'Exposition Colombienne à
Chicago en 1893, et publiée dans le numéro de mars
1894 du "Journal of American Folk-Lore. ") Lors-
que Champlain, environ un demi siècle après Cartier,
visita cet endroit, depuis longtemps toute trace avait
disparu, les cendres avaient été ejtées aux quatre
vents et l'herbe de la prairie avait envahi les champs
de culture qut l'eniouraient, de sorte qu'il ne restait
plus rien de la fameuse "ville de l'île," ou d'Hoche-
laga, que le souvenir. re...o .4 o

L'on sait aussi que Champlain voulant asseoir
d'une manière permanente la fondation de la colonie
de Québec, n'avait d'autre parti à prendre que de
s'attirer l'amitié des tribus au St-Laurent; mais en se
faisant des amis il se créait des ennemis, et il ne fut
pas longtemps sans le reconnaître. Manoeuvrant à
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volonté le tonnerre sous forme d'une arquebuse de
l'époque, Champlain était un guerrier redoutable et
propre à imposer le respect même à des iroquois.
Cédant aux pressantes sollicitations de ses nou-
veaux alliés qui vivaient dans la crainte continu-
elle de quelle qu'invasion de la part de leurs enne-
mis, il consentit à accompagner les premiers dans
une expédition dirigée vers le fond du lac qui servait
de retraite aux derniers, C'est ainsi qu'en 1609, con-
fondu dans une bande armée, il faisait la découverte
du beau lac destiné à perpétuer son nom et sa mé-
moire. Monument magnifique si jamais il en fut un,
érigé par la nature à la mémoire d'un homme, digne
du nom qu'il porte, et bien propre à consoler les ha-
bitants de ce pays de n'avoir pas song avant au-
jourd'hui à lui en ériger un autre. Ce dut être pour le
brave Champlain un jour d'émotion que le 3 juillet
1609, lorsqu'il lui fut donné pour la première fois de
contempler les iles pittoresques, les promontoires har-
dis et les baies tranquilles dont son contour est frangé
et qui en font un lac d'une beauté unique au monde.
Il dut explorer à loisir sa nouvelle conquête, car ses
compagnons s'avançaient avec prudence, et ce ne fut
que le 28 du même mois qu'ils franchissaient la limite
du territoire ennemi et se trouvaient en face d'une
armée redoutable qui les attendait de pied ferme, bien
décidée à faire payer cher la témérité de ces visiteurs
audacieux. A moins d'être ami, et d'en avoir donné
des preuves, on ne franchissait pas impunément le
rocher qui servait de borne au territoire iroquois, ce-
lui qu'on appelle encore aujourd'hui le " Rocher Mo-
hawk." Il fallait à Champlain une assez forte dose
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de sang-froid pour s'aventurer ainsi avec des compa-
gnons peu civilisés dans un pays si redoutable. Le
" Rocher Mohawk " était la borne qui indiquait la
limite du pays ennemi de toutes les autres tribus, le-
quel pays comprenait la fameuse alliance des cinq
nations. Il était sans doute connu dans toute PAmé-
rique du Nord comme un point infranchissable, car
depuis longtemps les iroquois parcouraient en vain-
queurs tous les pays environnants. Ce jour-là, les
choses changèrent, et le coup de feu tiré par Cham-
plain qui abattit trois chefs iroquois mit pour la pre-
mière fois la crainte et la confusion dans leurs rangs.
Ce coup de feu fut le signal qui, se répercutant de
colline en colline, annonçait l'introduction de la civi-
lisation chrétienne dans l'Amérique du Nord. Ce fut
à la vérité le premier coup de feu tiré par un européen,
par un chrétien, sur les sauvages d'Amérique ; mais
il faut admettre que les chrétiens n'étaient pas libres
d'éviter la guerre, et qu'il leur fallait à tout prix veiller
à la sécurité de leurs alliés. Ce coup de feu eut du
retentissement, et il fait même encore aujourd'hui
vibrer l'écho des montagnes, si l'on en juge par la
plume de certains publicistes américains, J. Armory,
Knox, Adirondack Murray et même le juge Palmer.

On fait un crime à Champlain de ce qui fut consi-
déré alors comme un acte de bravoure, accompli dans
le but de protéger les autres tribus plus pacifiques,
réduites à l'impuissance de se protéger elles-mêmes
contre ces maraudeurs infatigables et avides de sang.
On fait remonter au drame du "Rocher Mohawk" la
ligue des cinq nations, et on cherche à rendre Cham-
plain, la nation française et même le catholicisme,
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responsables des atrocités sans nombre commises dans
la suite par ces hordes barbares. Ce fut, dit-on, non
seulement un crime au point de vue humanitaire, mais
aussi une grave erreur politique, dont la conséquence
fut la perte pour la France, après cent cinquante an-
nées de lutte, de sa belle colonie d'Amérique : et le
" Rocher Mohawk " est là pour en perpétuer le sou-
venir. L'Iroquois n'a jamais oublié l'humiliation in-
fligée par Champlain, et n'a jamais perdu l'occasion
de s'en venger sur ceux de sa race. e S S A .. %

Il est toujours facile de théoriser savamment sur les
questions humanitaires. et même de prophétiser pour
ceux qui nous ont précédé, lorsqu'on est à une dis-
tance respectable du danger, au point d'en être séparé
par trois siècles. Si ces philosophes d'aujourd'hui se
trouvaient en présence de ces hordes de tigres, de
hyènes sous formes humaines, se contenteraient-ils de
plaider leur défense en invoquant la cruauté de l'effusion
du sang humain, devant un jury d'anthropophages ?

Le but de Champlain était d'implanter la civilisation
européenne en Amérique et il a dignement rempli sa
mission. Le vieux "Rocher Mohawk," est plus vieux
sans doute qu'aucun des obélisques de Thèbes ou des
monuments érigés par la main de l'homme pour rap-
peler les victoires sanglantes des peuples les plus civi-
lisés de nos jours comme de ceux des civilisations
précédentes; ce vieux rocher avait assisté aussi à bien
d'autres spectacles lorsqu'il vit la tache de sang faite
par l'arme de Champlain. Et s'il fut témoin de faits
d'armes que l'humanité sait si bien justifier, il fut, un
jour, témoin du sacrifice de Père Jogues que seule
l'humanité est impuissante à expliquer. .4 % S -
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Quoiqu'on en dise et à quelque nationalité qu'ils
appartiennent, les noms de Champlain et Jogues sont
inscrits en lettres d'or dans l'histoire des héros qui
ont civilié l'Amérique. Leur mémoire, comme les
eaux profondes et limpides du lac Champlain, ne peut
être troublée par les tempêtes qui peuvent se soulever
autour du " Rocher Mohawk.". .i1 . .4 .0* .s' is .0 .8

A "SNAP-SHOT " AT OLD MONTREAL
RASCO'S MOTEL

'c.4nd lhen go to n nd0n.

Nfrmer Uines the most fashionable hotel inEhefO t was Rasco's. It stili stands at the
cased of St. Paul Street opposite Bonse-

- cours Market, and was built on, or near,
the site of the ancient palace of Mr. de Vaudreufl,
Governor of Canada under the French régime. It
contained two extensive suites of rooms, united by
corridors at the eastern e-xtremidty. The hotel cost in
construction £9,840, and the furnishing £3,300. It is
said to have been opened May 1 st 1836. The enterpri-
sing proprietor was formerly employed in the building
next to the theatre, known by the name of the "Bri-
tish American Motel," wbich was destroyed by fire
on 24th April 1833. The building was subsequently
the property of the heirs of the late Hon. C. S. Rodier.

Rasco was a little, fat, lively man, and after baving
made a considérable fortune, he retired to Italy, bis
native country, where he died. Looking at it to-day
no one would realize its fallen splendor. .81.,.8 * % *
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In Forster's "'Life of Charles Dickens," we find the
folîewing notice of this weII-Icnown hotel ; in one of
the author's letters from Montreal he says :-. .*

"4The theatricals, I think I told you, I had been
invited te play with the officers of the Coldstream
Guards here, are A 9oIand for an Ofiver, T7wo
o'>ctock in the Morning, and either The Young Wi-
dow, or, As deaf as a 9-ost. Ladies (unprofes-
sional) are going to play for the first time." $l> o.*.

His last letter, dated fromn " Rasce's Motel, Mon-
treal, Canada,"' 26th May 1842, described the private
theatricals, and enclosed a bill of the play : - .' * .

" The play came off last night, the audience, be-
tween five and six hundred strong, were invited, as
to a party, a regular table with refreshments being
spread ini the lobby and saloon. We had the band cf
the 23rd (one of the finest in the service), in the or-
chestra, the theatre was lighted with gas, the scenery
was excellent, and the properties were ail brought
frein private homses. Sir Charles Bagot, Sir Richard
Jackson and their staffs were present ; and as the
military portion cf the audience were ail in uniform,
it was really a splendid scene. Ail the ladies were
capital, and we had ne wait or hitch for an instant.
You miay suppose this, when I tell you we began at
eight, and had the curtain down at eleven.".s' .4 ..

" I is their custoin here, te prevent heart-burnings,
in a very heart-burnirig town, whenever they have
played in private, te, repeat the performances; in pub-
lic ; se on Saturday, (substituting, cf course, real
actresses for the ladies) we repeat the two first pieces
te a paying audience, fer the manager's benefit."' i
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"I1 send you a bill, to which I bave appended a key.»
PRIVATE THEATRICALS

Committee
Mrs. Torrens Mrs. Perry
W. E. Ermiatin er,,Esq. Capt. Torrens

The gar of Mugrave
Stage Manager Mr. Chas. Dickens

QUEDN' THEATRE, MONTRAL
Wedne;day Evening, May, 25th 1842

Will be performed
A ROLAYJD FOR AN OLPIVER

Mrs. Seiborne Mrs. Torrens
Maria Darlington Miss Griffmn
Mrs. Fixture Miss Ermatinger
Mr. Seiborne Lord Muigrave
Alfred HLghflyer Mr. Charles Dickens
Sir Mark Chase Hon. Mr. Methuen
Fuxture Capt. Willoughby
Gainekeeper Capt. Granville

After which an Interlude, i one scene,
(fromn the French) calied

PASTr TWO O'CLOCX IN THE MORINfG
The Stranger Capt. Granville
Mr. Snobbington Mr. Charles Dickens

To conclude with the Farce, in one act, entitled
DRAP AS A POST

Mrs. Plumpley

SjKye ton
Sy Maggs

Captain Templeton
Mr. Walton
Tristram Sappy
Cruf,: r

Jvontrcat4 May 24tb 18O

Mrs. Torrens
Mrs. Charles Dickens

Mrs. Perry
Miss Griffin

Ca pt. Torrens
Capt. Wiloughby

Doctor Griffin
Lord Muigrave

Mr. Charles Dickens
12. Gazette Office.
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Another incident of Charles Dickens' visit was
publisbed a fcw years ago, which is extracteci from
the Gazette: - * * *$ * is .4 .4 .$ j je . je *' A

"An intcresting anecdote was told by an English
gentleman who was inspecting the semni-dilapidated
range of buildings, stili known by thefr original name
of Rasco's Hotel. In 1842, while on a visit to this
country, Dickens stayed at Rasco's, then the most
fashionable hotel i the city. One morning the nov-
elist received a letter purportang to have been written
at the instance of an English laboring-man and his
wife, li which, in rough phrascology, they stated they
had heard a great deal respccting the beautiful books
lie had written and the good donc for "us poor folks,"
and asked bis permission to name their little baby-
boy after him, promlsing to so educate him that he
might fully appreciate the works of the great novclist.
Dickens sent a reply, as requcsted, directeci " Post
Office till called for, " stating that he was proud to
know that bis name had been conferred on the child
in recollection of bis writings, and wishing that the lit-
tde one might become A his parents hopcd to sec him,
adding, that if he should ever learn that he had been
the means of awakening in the little one any ncw
love for bis fellow-crcatures, and a desire to help to
asslst themn with bis sympathy, he (Dickens) should
feci much pleasure in the knowledge. This first
letter, it appears, was merely a subterfuge on the
part of the son of one of the officers of the garrison,
who was desirous of obtalnlng the autograph of the
great novelist for bis collection. Since then lie learncd
to be ashamced of the mean trick he played upon
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Dickens; but fromn it he gained a far higher appre-
diation of the charac ter of the great novelist than he
otherwise n-ight have donc. He becamc the owner
of extensive plantations in the Presidency of Bengal,
India, and was very popular among the natives for
his humanity and the uprightness of his dealings. "

The following story of Rasco hiniseif is well worth
repeating; it was related by one who was boarding
at the Hotel at the time of its occurrence: - .4 e j'

"This evening quite a scene took place in the
house. I told you, 1 think, that there are several reg-
iments stationed here, some of thern called crack
regiments, or the flower off the British army. "J -*--

" They are officered by noblemen from the higher
circles of English society; many cf them are younger
sons of Marquis this, or my Lord that, for whom a
commission has been purchased. They are sent
abroad with their reginments, carrying along with
them their follies, and insufferable arrogance, which
they condescend to exhibit te the Canadian colonists
or whoever cIse they may honour by their notice. "

" At the balîs and evcning entertaiaments, given
by many cf the leading influential families here, I have
met a great many cf thes scions of nobility, whosc
lisping air of dandyismn and extreme fastidjous polite-
ness, is sufficient te throw a damper on the gayest
party that ever met for amusement. " ' is .0 J' %J'

" Truc, there are exceptions; some of these uni-
formed gentlemen, are gentlemen, in every sense cf
the word, but they are like "'angels visits, few and
far between. One cf these walking titles, for he is
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heir to three different high sounding names, with an
immense rent-roil to squancler as he wills, bas a suite
of rooms in the hotel. This evening quite a jovial
party of his brother officers were assembled. As the
déwee sma " hours grew on, their fun waxed loud
and uproarious, until the noise became offensive to,
ail on the same flat, and irideed, it reached the more
remote parts of the spacious bouse. Mine host Rasco
sent a polite request for them to restrairi theinselves
and their mirth within bounds, as the housz was dis-
turbed by theni. Cheers and shouts of derision met
his request. aie of the party was giving as a toast
two daughters of a gentleman, at whose house they
had been frcquently entertained. déHere's to the pale
aIe and brown stout of noted celebrity." His drunk-
en companions response was interrupted by tbe rapid
entrance of Rasco hhmslf, whose Italian temperament
could ili brook the reception bis message had re-
ceived. déI sent you a message to, bebave yourselves
and make less noise. 1 tbought I had gentlemen to
deal with, but 1 was mistaken, 1 am looking at no-
tbing but drunken brutes. Out of my bouse, every
one of you,"I he exclaimed pointing to the door."I

déFellow,"l said the giver of the feast, who was
seated at the head of the table, "édo you know wbo
you are addressing, I am Lord Edward de M. son of
the Duke of S. o *-&-.* et

"éI do not care wbo you say you are, or wbat title
your father may carry, but out of my bouse you go,
this instant, you and your companions." At this
moment Lord Edward Iifted a heavy crystal goblet,
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and aimed it straight at the head of the angry Italian.
It skimmed past hlm and shattered into fragments a
mirror on the opposite side of the room. In an instant
ail was confusion. Certainly, Rasco was a brave
man, and he needed ail bis courage to stand alone
among these half-drunk men whose passions were
aroused by being commanded to, leave the house in
so peremptory a manner, by onc they considered so
much beneath them. " .4 *s -4 *s .4 *s -* .0 -4 *s .0 .

" Youui go out yourself first, my good fellow, "
said the titled ruffian, raising the window and at-
tempting to force the lithe figure of the Italian to-
wards it, but he reckoned without bis host. One of
the double windows had been removed tbat day by
bis own orders, the better to, cool the air of the apart-
ment. Just then, the waiter Tom, who had heard
the crash of glass, came on the scene, and lifting his
Iordship ini bis powerful grasp, dropped hlmn in the
street beneath, as he would a puppy dog, saying "' that
is the way to, pay off Algerines like you; shove them
out of the port holes. They say misery likes com-
pany," and taking another of the brawlers just as if
it was cbild's play to, him, sent hlmn flying after hii
companion, while he sbouted down tu hlmn "4give
Lord fiddle-faddle, Tom Pringle's compliments.".* %s

" The remainder of the party doubtless thougbt
discretion the part of valour, for they found the way
witbout delay, or even an escort, to the street, where
they picked up, and carried to, some of their Iodgings
or quarters, their late host." os *s as os *s a o * o *

44It was fuily expected that tbey would have Rasco
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and Tom arrcsted next day for ejecting them ini suchi
an abrupt mariner, but that was the Iast heard froni
thern, and Rasco declared, " no man in the arrny, no
malter how higli he stood i the service, or what
titles lie might carry in the world, would be domnes-
tcated in his house." %% & t *$ . % e 4 e

"4His servants and employees seemed to stand
rather ini awe and fear of him, which would Iead one
to suppose he was rather tyrannical. But whatever
his faults were, lie showed to Tom that ha remem-
bered him with for gratitude, lie presented bum with a
handsomc silver watch, and a dainty littie compass,
suitabke for the pocket." .s . -%%% .4 -4 .$-&.* ~q$~

The following is a copy of the advcrtisement an-
nouncing the opening o! the hotel :- ,.0 * .4 it

NOTI-CE.-The undersigned having nearly com-
pleted the largest and most splendid Hotel ever erected
ini British North America, respectfuliy inforans the
Public that he purposes beginning his Establishmnent
en St. George's Day (April 23rd). The reputation
which the undersigned bas acquired since bis com-
imencement in business up to the period of the des-
truction by fire of the British American Hotel, justifies
his expectation that the same patronage will still be
extended to him by a generous public. The situation
of 1hz new Hotet 13 healtlîy and central; the Rooms
are loft'y ai-d convenient, exceeding 100 i number.
His Wines and Liquors are of the best quality, having
AI been fimported directly by himself f rom the dif-
ferent countries of their growtb. Tbe Culinary De-
partment wiIl bc conducted by Professed Cooks, with
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due attention paid by the Proprietor to render satis-
faction. The Attendance wili be selected and nu-
ni o .F Ac.. %o 4. 0.

N. B. - Attached to the Establishment there are
extensive Livery Stables, where Horses and Car-
riages may be had at Ai hours. March 24th 1835.

%A %A t

THE LATE W. L. BASTIAN
BY PL W. M&LACHLAN.

NEof aur niost active members bas diedreenl and it is fitting that we should
here record our strong feelings of sympa-

thy and our high appreciation of bis ser-
vices to the Nun-ismatic and Antiquarian Society.
William Lander Bastian died on the 1 7th of july 1896
at the early age of thirty six, baving been born in
Montreal on the 4th of March 1860. His parents
were from Cornwall, and he partookc arnong other
characteristics of much of the directness of speech,
honesty of purpose and ruggedness of the Cornish
people. Numismatic tastes began to ctevelop in bim
wbile he was yet a boy; and such was bis ardour
and the energy with wbich he pursued bis favorite
study during the fifteen years be devoted to it, tbat
be had acquired an extensive collection especially rich
in rare Canadians and in war medals. And tbis too
while he was actively engaged ini a business that flot
only required ail bis ordinary business bours but bis
evenings as well. Mr. Bastian's coliecting tastes de-



38 THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIACN

veloped in a peculiar direction for lie did flot strive
so, much after completing a series as to have quantity.
He purchased great hoads of coppers when offered
cheap. To such an extent did these purchases
reacli, that at the time of his death his duplicates
alone numbered between fifty andi one hundred thou-
sand niainly Canadian and foreign coppers. But he
did flot by any means neglect rarities for lie pos-
sessed many beautiful treasures, and the sight of lis
cabinet was a deliglit to the collector. Mis bearing
towards his con freres, especially beginners, was kind-
ly and helpful. And althouglihe liac flot received a
classical training, having left school for busiess at
the age of fifteen, lis knowledge of the subject was
extensive. Such was tbe attraction of lis conversa-
tion on numismatic subjects, that lis place became a
regular collector's rendez-vous. Those living out of
town hied themn thitherward to hear the latest coin
gossip. He, by no means, confined lis antiquarian
tastes exclusively to coins, for his collection of old
documents was extensive ; hie had much relating to
the early history of the city, especially St. Gabriel's
Church. He was electeci a member of our Society at
a meeting held on the 18th of November 1884, and
his interest in its welfare continued througlout, hie
laving been, at the meeting of 14th May 1896, attend-
ing during his ten years membership over fifty mneet-
ings. Aithough laving read no paper nor entered
actively into the regular discussions, lie evinced his
interest by exhibiting many of his rarities, and from
time to tinte by prescnting duplicates. He served the
Society for two years, 1892 and 1893, as a member
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of the Council. Some three or four years ago he suf-
fered from a severe illness from which, although his
physician expressed littke hope, he recovered. He was
neyer strong afterwards, and bis interest waned con-
siderably, so, that when bis wife died in 1895, he ap-
peared to, lose heart and become almost altogether
indifferent about coins. But only a week before bis
death, his old love came back with full force. In
my last talic with him, he showed, me a North West
beaver token which he had just purchased for the
bigh price of $ 65.00. Our conversation led us into
the bistory of the tolzen, and we came to the conclu-
sion that these " beaver tokens " were given to the
Indians as checks for their furs, and that fromn signs
of wear round hole which appears in every lcnown
specimens ; the tokens were strung together and pre-
served from lose by being suspended round the In-
dian's neck. My purpose in calling was to ask him
to contribute the cost of the collection of stone imple-
ments now shown in one of the cases. This, lie
readily promised to do but lie died before they arrived.

The week after Mr. Bastian's dcath, bis house
was broken into and nearly the whole of bis rare
coins were stolen. The thief must have been a nu-
mismatist of some ability as far as value is concerned
for he carefully selected the rarer varieties, laaving
the commoner specimens and the hoard of duplicates
untouched. But such was the value of wbat remained
that the balance was sold in one lot at auction for
nearly a thousand dollars to a dealer who realized
a handsome profit. «A.0. %t *%.4*. .. .
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NOTES BIOGRA-
PHIQUES SUR CHARLES LEMOINE

PAR J. B. VALLEE.

ARLES Lemoine était originaire de Saint-
Rémi de Dieppe, en Normandie. Il y fut
baptisé le 2 août 1626.csu qe aiae e

Les récits merveilleux que faisaient les
voyageurs sur le Nouveau-Monde avaient dû frapper
une imagination comme celle de Lemoine; aussi, sa-
chant qu'il avait des parents dans cette contrée, il se
décida à faire le voyage d'Amérique. Il avait 15 ans
lorsqu'il s'embarqua pour le Nouveau-Monde; il dé-
barqua à Québec où demeurait un de ses oncles
nommé Adrien Duchaine. C'était en 1641. 4 4$

En arrivant, Lemoine se mit immédiatement au
service des Jésuites qui, voyant sa grande facilité pour
apprendre les langues sauvages, l'envoyèrent au pays
des Hurons où ils avaient des missionnaires. Il y de-
meura 4 ans. Durant son séjour, il acquit une con-
naissance parfaite de tous les idiômes indiens ; à son
retour à Québec, il reçut pour ces quatre années de
services vingt écus en argent et "on lui donna du
linge honnêtement. ". et -4 % .4 e es .4 4$ .4 e e A&

En 1645, il était employé à Trois-Rivières en sa
qualité d'interprète, de soldat et de commis. A4 4 es 4

A Ville-Marie, les besoins d'un interprète se fai-
saient sentir depuis longtemps ; on en fit une demande
à M. de Montmagny qui envoya Lemoine, et ce der-
nier leur rendit de grands services en cette qualité.

M. Benjamin Sulte dit que "la paix faite avec les
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Sauvages allait être rompue par ces barbares quoi-
qu'ils l'eussent eux-mêmes désirée, mais la Providence,
qui veillait à la conservation de Ville-Marie, lui pro-
cura, dans cette circonstance, un secours important
dans le don qu'elle lui fit d'un habile interprète en
langue iroquoise, qui rendit les services les plus si-
gnalés, et même illustra le pays." * * % s * s *

En ce temps-là, il n'était pas prudent pour les ha-
bitants de s'éloigner de leurs demeures sans s'exposer
à être tués par les Sauvages. Il n'y avait pas une
souche ou un arbrisseau qui ne pût être la cache d'un
ennemi. On raconte que plusieurs Sauvages s'étant
présentés sous les apparences d'un pourparler, M.
Normanville et M. Lemoine s'avancèrent un peu vers
eux, et trois des leurs se détachèrent afin de venir
leur parler. M. Normanville, voyant ces hommes
s'approcher sans arme, s'en alla aussi de son côté vers
le gros des Iroquois avec une seule demi-pique à la
main, par contenance; ce que Lemoine voyant, il lui
cria: "Ne vous avancez pas ainsi vers ces traîtres."
Lui, trop crédule, ne laissa pas que d'aller vers eux;
mais lorsqu'il y fut, ils l'enveloppèrent si insensible-
ment et si bien que, quand il s'en aperçut, il ne lui fut
plus possible de se retirer. Lemoine, apercevant la per-
fidie, coucha en joue les trois Iroquois qui étaient au-
près de lui et leur dit qu'il tuerait le premier qui branle-
rait, à moins que Normanville ne revint. Un des trois
demanda à l'y aller chercher - ce qu'il lui permit -
mais cet homme ne revenant pas. il contraignit les
deux autres à marcher devant lui au Château, d'où ils
ne sortirent que le lendemain où Normaville fut rendu.
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Deux Iroquois étant venus sur la batture du Sault
Normand qui se trouvait vis-à-vis le Château, M. de
Maisonneuve commanda à M. Lemoine et à un nom-
mé Nicolas Godé d'y aller en canot afin de savoir ce
qu'ils voulaient. Nos deux français approchant, un
de ces misérables, intimidé par sa mauvaise con-
science, se jeta dans son canot, s'enfuit, et laissa son
camarade "dégradé" sur la roche où nos canotiers
le prirent. Le second reparut de fort loin ; nos Fran-
çais se jetèrent soudain dans leur canot, le poursui-
virent si vivement qu'il lui fut impossible d'échapper:
il fut pris. 4 * 4 * 4 0 .0 % * * it 4 .0 * * * 4

Le 18 juin 1651, les Sauvages se jetèrent sur Ville-
Marie, Lemoine est appelé à les repousser, et, en quel-
ques instants, ne tarde pas à les mettre en fuite après
en avoir tué un grand nombre. * * .9 4 *. 4

Le mariage de Charles Lemoine eut lieu le 28 mai
1654, et fut célébré à Ville-Marie par le révérend
Claude Pijart. Il épousa Catherine Primot, qui était
née à Saint-Denis-le-Petit, au diocèse de Rouen, vers
1641 ; son vrai nom était Catherine Thierry, fille de
Guillaume Thierry et de Elisabeth Messier; elle avait
été élevée et adoptée par Antoine Primot et Martine
Tessier, son épouse.4*4' 44 .0 4e % 4 o o

M. de Maisonneuve, voulant reconnaître la valeur
des services de Lemoine à la Colonie, choisit cette
occasion et lui donna, ainsi qu'à son épouse, au quar-
tier de la Pointe St-Charles, près de la grande Anse,
une terre de 90 arpents, entre le fleuve Saint-Laurent
et la terre de Jean Saint-Père, à condition qu'Antoine
Primot et son épouse auraient la jouissance, leur vie
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durant, de la moitié de la dite terre. En outre, il leur
donna aussi droit de chasse et de pêche avec le droit
d'usage de la prairie Saint-Pierre, et aussi, dans un
lieu désigné pour la ville, un arpent de terre sur le-
quel Lemoine avait déjà construit une maison près
de l'Hôpital. * * % * .4 .0 .0 % . % J e % J' Je

Un an après ces évènements, le jour de la fète de
Dieu, les Iroquois surprirent les habitants de N'île aux
Oies, près de Québec. Ils y massacrèrent les trois
familles Granges, Moyen et Macart. En revenant de
cet exploit, ils s'arrêtèrent à Ville-Marie où ils tuèrent
un nommé Dobigeon. Lemoine, qui revenait d'un
voyage à Québec où il avait appris leurs exploits,
comprit leurs desseins et dit à M. de Maisonneuve:
" Ces gens sont les mêmes que ceux qui sont tombés
sur l'île aux Oies et qui ont tué Dobigson ; ils veu-
lent de plus vous trahir: il faut donc les prendre, car
ce sont des fourbes et d'indignes menteurs." Ces
sauvages s'étant présentés devant la ville, le gouver-
neur leur fit dire de revenir le lendemain. Le lende-
main, deux Agniers paraissent dans un canot, se
dirigent vers le port et s'arrêtent sur une batture hors
de portée du mousquet. M. Lemoine demande à M*
de Maisonneuve d'y aller seul, - ce qu'il fit. Il s'y
rendit en canot au fond duquel il avait glissé deux
pistolets. M. de Maisonneuve fit embusquer des
mousquetaires dans les joncs, le long de la rive, jusque
vis-à-vis du trocher où s'étaient arrêtés les Sauvages.
Les Iroquois, le voyant venir seul, le laissèrent appro-
cher sans défiance. Il aborde sur la batture, mais
au-dessus d'eux; il saute à terre et s'avance vers eux
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les pistolets armés. Les Iroquois effrayés sautent dans
leur canot, et le courant les entraîne au fort. Au mo-
ment où ils abordent, les mousquetaires les couchent
en joue; les sauvages se livrent prisonniers, leur chef
Laplume s'avança au large et dit qu'il se vengerait
si on ne lui rendait pas ses hommes. * . * * % .0 A

Le lendemain, la flotte entière traverse le fleuve et
vient attaquer la place. Le major Closse et Lemoine,
sur l'ordre du gouverneur, les attendaient au moment
où ils débarquaient. Lemoine, avec quatre braves,
les charge avant qu'ils fussent armés, le major dis-
perse le reste et Laplume fut fait prisonnier avec cinq
de ses guerriers. .% ,& 4$ .0 e% 4$ 4 * % .4 4 % 4$ 4

En 1657, en descendant à Québec, Lemoine fit la
rencontre d'une tribu d'Iroquois et réussit à s'em-
parer de deux de leurs chefs, qu'il échangea contre
des prisonniers français. 4 .4*.4$%.*s4 &*

Au printemps de 1660, les Iroquois résolurent de
ruiner la colonie et se mirent en marche avec une
armée considérable. Les habitants du lieu, en ayant
appris la nouvelle, organisèrent une expédition sous
le commandement du brave Dollard Désormeau. Le-
moine, ne voulant pas rester en arrière, offrit ses ser-
vices; mais comme il différait d'opinion avec Dollard
sur le temps du départ, - ne voulant partir qu'après
les semences faites pour avoir plus d'hommes à op-
poser à l'ennemi, - Dollard ne voulut pas écouter ses
sages conseils et s'embarqua avec ses compagnons.
On connait la mort héroïque et glorieuse de ces vail-
lants hommes qui, faisant le sacrifice de leur vie, s'en
allèrent à une mort certaine. 4$ 4 4$ * j4 4 4 4 % .4
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En 1663, Lemoine fut nommé à la charge de procu-
reur du roi par M. de Mésy ,alors gouverneur général.

Au mois de juillet 1665, Lemoine partit pour la
chasse avec quelques sauvages de la nation des Loups,
malgré tous les efforts possibles faits par ses amis pour
l'en empêcher. Rendu à l'île Sainte-Thérèse, il fut
attaqué par les Iroquois ; ces derniers lui crient de se
rendre, et ses ennemis l'entourent. Lemoine, voyant
qu'il ne peut échapper, s'apprête néanmoins à disputer
chèrement sa vie. Malheureusement, son pied s'acrco-
che dans une racine d'arbre; il fait un faux pas, tombe
et est fait prisonier. Ces Sauvages, au lieu de le brûler,
comme c'était leur habitude, l'amenèrent dans leur
bourgade et il y demeura jusqu'à l'automne suivant.

Pendant son séjour chez les Sauvages, il les étonna
beaucoup par sa hardiesse de langage et il les effraya
tellement par ses discours qu'ils lui donnèrent sa li-
berté. Ses amis furent très surpris de le voir revenir,
croyant qu'il avait été massacré par ces Sauvages.

Le 30 mai 1664, il acheta l'île Saint-Hélène et l'île
Ronde des héritiers de Lauzon, à la charge de dix
minots de blé froment de rentes nobles, féodales et
foncières, paqables à chaque fête de la Saint-Martin
d'hiver, avec les revenus d'une année de la dite ile
Sainte-Hélène à chaque mutation de possesseur. .4

Le sieur de Lauzon reconnaît ensuite que la rente
portée par icelui est exorbitante: il la réduit à dix
livres en argent, par écrit du 12 décembre 1665.« *

En mars 1668, Louis XIV accorda à Charles Le-
moine ses lettres de noblesse. .5 6 .4 . .4 e 56

En 1672, par titre du 3 novembre, Jean Talon, con-
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seiller du roi etc., concédait à Lemoine une étendue de
terre sur le fleuve Saint-Laurent depuis la borne du
sieur de Varennes jusqu'aux terres des Pères Jésuites
avec les îles et îlets adjacents, sur une lieue et demie
de profondeur. On voit par ces titres que Lemoine y
est dénommé "Sieur Lemoine, sieur de Longueuil."

En 1683, Lemoine, quoique malade, sur la demande
de M. de La Barre, dut se rendre sur les bords du lac
Ontario pour y rencontrer les Sauvages de ces can-
tons. Il y conduisit si bien les négociations que le 3
septembre 1684, la paix fut conclue. .4 .4 .4 *4 ,4

M. Lemoine, sentant sa fin approcher, fit son tes-
tament devant maître Basset, notaire royal de la terre
et de l'île de Montréal, en date du 30 juin 1685.
M. Lemoine mourut peu de temps après cela, vers le
commencement du mois de février suivant.e4 A.4 *t

L'inventaire de ses biens fut fait quelques semaines
après son décès, à la demande de sa femme. Voici la
liste des immeubles qu'il laissait : «* .4 .4 $e .* %

" Le fief Châteauguay, estimé à 10,000 livres;
le fief au bout d'en haut de l'le de Montréal, 650
livres; le fief Maricourt (l'île Perrot), estimé à 1,000
livres; la concession de Lachine, 1,000 livres; la mai-
son de ville, 11,000 livres; un emplacement voisin de
la maison, 1,500 livres; la concession de la Pointe
Saint-Charles, 60 arpents, 5,000 livres; le fief de
l'île Sainte-Hélène estimé à 800 livres: formant en
tout 30,953 livres." .4e4 .4.4.4.4

Pour donner une idée de la valeur du prix des
marchandises à cette époque, nous trouvons dans l'in-
ventaire l'estimation des effets suivants: .4.4.4.4e
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32 livres de vaisselle d'étain neuf, à 28 sols la
livre; 500 livres de fer en barre, 22 livres le cent; 52
douzaines de batfeu, à 36 sols; 12 grosses d'alènes, à
4 livres; 7,000 pierres à fusil, à 4 livres le millier;
dix milliers de clous, à 20 livres le millier; 100 minets
de selI à 50 sols; 132 livres de rasades, à 8 sols; 107
livres de poivre, à 21 sols la livre; 56 batfeu, à 10 sols
la pièce; dix-huit milliers de clous à bardeaux, à 20
sols le millier." Le blé valait 50 sols le minot, les pois
45 sols t ler40 sols . os*.* .*

Madame Lemoine ne survécut que cinq ans à son
mari, et mourut en

Charles Lemoine a laissi une famille nombreuses
qui a illustré notre pays. Voici les noms de ses enfants:

Charles, sieur de Longueuil ; Jacques, sieur de
Sainte-Hélène; Pierre, sieur d'Iberville ; Paul, sieur
de Maricourt ; François, sieur de Bienville I ; jean-
Baptiste, sieur de Bienville Il; Antoine, sieur de
Châteauguay; François-Marie, sieur de Sauvale;
Catherine-Jeanne, Marie-Anne et Gabrielle. .* ,

UN PRECIEUX MANUSCRIT

'A GLETERRE est àla veille de perdre
un de ses livres les plus précieux. Il s'agit

durécit manuscrit laissé par un des Pif-
grim Fathers, c'est-à-dire par un des co-

lons anglais de l'Amérique du Nord, William Brad-
ford, qui fut par la suite gouverneur de la colonie de
la Nouvelle-Angleterre, et contenant la relation du
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premier voyage entrepris et des premiers établisse-
ments. Ce manuscrit avait disparu pendant la guerre
de l'Indépendance et on le supposait définitivement
perdu, quand on le retrouva, vers la fin du siècle
dernier, dans la bibliothèque du palais de Fulham,
résidence des évêques de Londres, sans qu'on ait pu
découvrir exactement ni comment ni à quelle époque
il était entré. Quelque temps après son arrivée à Lon-
dres, M. Bayard, ambassadeur des Etats-Unis, qui
sera prochainement remplacé par M. John Hay, fit
une première démarche auprès de l'évêché pour ob-
tenir que ce document, si précieux pour l'Amérique,
fut restitué au gouvernement des Etats-Unis pour
être placé dans la bibliothèque de New-York. Cette
démarche avait été précédée de pourparlers engagés
avec le Foreign Office. o .4 .4 .4 .4 .4 .4 .4 et %

Le gouvernement britannique et l'évêché de Lon-
dres ont fait savoir à l'ambassade américaine, qu'ils
consentaient à la restitution du précieux manuscrit
de William Bradford. On s'occupe actuellement de
prendre de chaque feuillet des épreuves photographi-
ques qui seront reportées sur zinc, et d'après lesquelles
les bibliothèques publiques anglaises pourront au
moins en conserver de parfaits fac-similés. e -& * .

Le célèbre manuscrit ne passera l'Atlantique que
vers la fin du mois de septembre. .4 .44 .4 e 4 A .4
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