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PREFACE TO VOLUME XVIL.

In an age so busy as onrs, when there is so much to read, and so little time
toread it, prefaces, like apologies, are generally “‘voted a bore.” Everybody
wants to plunge into a subject, in medias res, and is impatient of everything
merely introductory. Very few words, therefore, will suftice for all we want
to say of this nature. Indeed, a volume of such a magazine as the Cunadiun
Independent seems scarcely to require a preface. Unhke a new book, whese
aim and scope are as yet unknown to the public, it has been read monthly, as
issued, as much as it ever will be, and nobudy needs to be informed of its
origin or object. In such a case, the preface becomes practically a postseript,
to be read, if at all, after it has ceased to be of any service.

The close of another volume, however, calls for devout gratitude to the
Giver of all good for the continuance of life and all its varied mercies, not the
least of which to us has been the pleasant fellowship these pages have afforded
us with friends and brethren, known and unknown, all over the land. QOcca-
sionally, some one has cheered us in our work by kindly words of encourage-
ment and approval, which an Editor less modest than ourselves would have
published. Others have done the same thing, in a more practical way, by
sending us lists of new subscribers, or contributing to our pages. While—must
we confess it I—now and then some brother, with a little more brusqueness,
but no less kindly intent, has scolded and criticised us, and told us—what,
indeed, we had a suspicion of before—that we were not so wise as we might
be! We hope that while they scolded, they also prayed for us.

We have to thank our contributors, hoth special and occasional, for the val-
uable assistance they have rendered us, while yet we regret to note the fact that
considerably more than one-half of the pastors of our Canadian churches have
never sent us ascratch of the pen during the year! Of the volume just completed,
however, fully two-thirds are original, over 100 of its pages being editorial.

Much of the matter sent us has to be twice revised; first in MS., because
of the abbreviations often used, and the failure of correspondents to dot their
1’s and cross their t’s, and condense, and finish, and punctuate, and next, in
‘“‘proof,” of which we have to read and correct about one hundred yards for
each volume. A little attention to the defects referred to, would greatly
lighten this, by far the most irksome part of our work.

Of the future we can only say, that should we be condemned to another term
of editorial servitude, our sim shall be, as it has been in the past,—

‘¢ To live for those who love us,
For those whn know us true ;
For the heaven that smiles above us,
And awaits our spirit too;
For the cause that lacks assistance,
For the wrong that needs resistance,
For the future in the distance,
And the good that we can do.”
BranTFORD, May 20, 1870, J. W,
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For the convenience of such as may need to correspond with them, we insert the
following list of officials, with their P.O. addresses:—

Congregauonal Union of Ontario and Quebec:
hairman, Rev. H. D. Powis, Quebec.
Seereta.ry Rev. F. H. Marlmg Toronto.
Statistical Secretary, Rev. W, \V Smlth, Listowel, Ont.

Canuda Congregational Missio
¢ xecretagr;' Treasurer, Re%r Vhlkes, Montreal.

Home Secretary, Rev. J. G. Manly, Toronto.

Congregational College of British North America:
Principal, Reeg:e Dr. Lillie, Toronto.
Chairman of the Board, Rev. Dr. Wilkes, Montreal.
Secretary, Rev. Geo. Cormsh Montreal.
Treasurer, Mr. J. P. Clark, Montreal.
Congregational Ministers’ Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund:
Secretary, Mr. C. R. Black, Mom?el;s
Treasurer, Mr. J. C. Bax‘ton Montreal.
Congregational Union of N, 8. and New Brunswick:
Chairman, Rev. 8. Sykes, Pleasant River, N.S.
@ecmtary Rev. R. Wilson, Sheflield, N.B.




Your attention is invited to the following specialties,
which are of real value, viz:—

Gardner’s Quinine Wine Bitters

Is one of the most reliable TONICS and BITTERS in use. It is put up in quart Wine
Bottles. Price 81.00, "

For Indigestion, Fever, Ague, Headache, Loss of Appetite, Lowness of Spirits, Ner-
vousness, and for General Debility, it will be found invaluable.

Ladies and Children suffering from Weakness of Constitution, Loss of .Appetite, and
the various discases peculiar to them, may use these BITTERS, according to the direc-
tions, with much benefit.

GARDNER’S

BAKING POWBER,
UNRIVALLED FOR

PURITY AND EXCELLENCE,

In 3$ ounce packets, 7 cts., 5 ounce packets, 10 cts., 1 1b. packets 25 cts., and 6 1b. packets
for $1.25.

Fourteen years steady demand induced the proprietor to distribute;this BAKING
POWDER for Sale, in most of the Principal Towns and Cities in the Dyminion, the
flattering testimonials of its excellent quality, and the large orders constantly coming in,
prove the effort made a complete success.

THE EPILEPTIC CURE,

Prepared by J. GARDNER from the formula of a Physician of Paris.
The wonderful effect the taking of it has in preventing the fits, should induce all
subject to Epilepsy touse it. In bottles, price $I.

Ask for Gardner’s Epileptic Cure.

GARDNER?’S
“DOMESTIC COUGH REMEDY,
/
. LbY,
Is a preparation whose merits, in giving immediate relief to a Cough, stand pre-eminent,
and from its pleasant taste and harmnless composition, the proprietor is induced to bring
it forward and give it publicity, and he now offers it to the public as one of the best
COUGH REMEDIES extant. It is put upin bottles at 25 and 50 cents each.

The above valuable articles can be procured from Grocers,§Druggists and General
Dealers in all parts of the Deminion.

J. GARDNER, Chemist,

457 NOTRE DAME ST., MONTREAL,
Sole Proprietor and Manufacturer.

WHOLESALE ORDERS SOLICITED.
Price Cards forwarded on application.



MANUFACTURER OF

VICTORIA ORGANS

—AND—

MELODEONS IN ALL STYLES.

OUR INSTRUMENTS ARE ACKNOWLEDGED TO BE SUPERIOR
IN TONE AND FINISH TO ALL OTHERS.

Prices Low for First Class Instruments.

UNION COMPANY PIANGS,

IN ALL STYLES.

THESE PIANOS ARE REALLY EQUAL TO ANY MADE
AND WARRANTED.

#&F L1BERAL TERMS TO PURCHASERS. .20

R. S. WILLIAMS,

No. 143 YoxGe ST., TORONTO.



WATCHES, JEWIEKLLICRRY, &Lec.

ESTABLISHED 1830.

JOHN WOOD & SON,

IMPORTERS OF EXTRA QUALITY

GOLD AND SILVER WATCHES OF XLL XINDS,
MANUFACTURERS OF FINE JEWELLERY,
325 NOTRE DAME STREET, MONTREAL, OPPOSITE THE SEMINARY,
(The Ol1d Stand occupied for many years by the late WM. LEARMONT.)
AGENTS FOR “ TAUNLON'S” FINE ELECTRO-PLATED SPOONS, FORKS, &ec.

AGENTS WANTED $10 A DAY—TWO $10 MAPS FOR $4.
LLOYD'S PATENT REVOLVING DOUBLE MAPS
Two Continents, America and Europe, and America with the United States
portion on an immense scale.
Colored-—in 4,000 Counties.

HESE great Maps, now just completed, 64 x 62 inches large, show every place of impor-
tance, all Railroads to date, and the latest alterations in the various Buropean States.
These Maps are needed in every achool and family in the land—they occupy the space of
one Map, and by means of the Reverser, cither side can be thrown fraut, and any part
brought level to the eye. County Rights and a large discount given to good Agents.
Apply for Circulars, Terms, and send money for and see Sample Maps tirst, if not sold
taken back on demand. Also ready, a $23,000 steel and plate illustrated subscription
book, “ De Soto, the discoverer of the Mississippt River.”

J. T. LLOYD, 23 Cortlandt Street, N Y.

JAMES THOMSON,
Painter, Glazier, Paper Hanger, &c.

READY-MIXED PAINTS ALWAYS ON HAND,

ROOM PAPERS, WINDOW BLINDS. &ec.
354 YONGE STREET, TORONTO.

WORKS OF INTEREST TO CONGREGATIONALISTS.

ONGREGATIONAL INDEPENDENCY : in contradistinction to Episcopacy and
Preshyterianism : the Church Polity of the New Testament. By RALPH WARD-
LAW, D.D.  Canadian Edition, large 12mo., 354 pp.. cloth.  Price 75 cents: tv any P.O.
in the Dominion Post free : 90 crnls.
ECLARATION OF THE FAITH, CHURCH ORDER AND DISCIPLINE OF THE
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES: cdopted by thr Conggreyational Cnive of Eny-
land amd Wales, in 1833 : 12 pp. 16mo. 3 cents each, 23 cents a dozen, $1.50 per 100,
Post free, 4 cents each, 10 copies 25 cents, 60 copies, $1.
HE INTERNAL ADM:JISTRATION OF THE CHURUCHES; or. Congrega-
tionmlism viewed from within: by Rev. Hewry Wilkes, D.D., Montreal. 8% pp. 16mo.
price reduced to 7 cents each, 60 cents a dowen, in paper corers: 124 cents cack, §1.20 per
dozen, in cloth: Post free, 1 copy, paper cover, 10 cents : in cloth, 17 cents.
HE CONSTITUTION AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE KINGDOM OF
CHRIST : hy Rev. George Robertson, Thurso. 112 pp., 16 mo, paper corer.  “A
brief manual, for early instruction, and after reference.” 12 cents each, post free, 15 cents.

_ALEXANDER CHRISTIE, 34 King Street East, Toronto.
b



SESSIONS, TURNER & COOPER,

MANUPACTURERS, IMPORTERS,

AND

WEHOLESALE DEALERS

BOOTS ARD SHOES,

No. 8 WELLINGTON STREET WEST,

TORONTO, ONT.

1869.
WOATIRBAL DRY CGOBDI,
WHOLESALE.

JAMES P. CLARK & CO.,
No. 162 McGILL STREET, MONTREAL,

HAVE NOW RECEIVED THEIR

Spring Jmportations of Bry Goods,

For 1869.

AGENTS FOR THE

MONTREAL COTTON MILLS.

JAMES P. CLARK & CO.,

Montreal, 1st March, 1869. 162 McGill Street, Montreal.
6



YSPEPSIA

cured by using Dr. Colby's Anti-costive
and Tonic Pills. They regulate the Bowels,
correct the Liver, clear the complexion,
and renovate the system. They are com-
posed of active ingredients in a highly con-
centrated form, and strike at the root of
disease, curing almost like Magic. Sold by
all dealers.

EAUTIFUL! SPLENDID!!

is the verdict given by all who use
Huxt's EMpIRE HAIR Gross. It makes
dry, harsh, stiff hair, soft, glossy and
beautiful. It cleanses the scalp, removes
pimples, strengthens the glands, prevents
the hair from falling, and will certainly
make it grow stroug, luxurious and beauti-
ful, and is only 25 cents per bottle. Sold
everywhere.

HEUMATISM
and all other aches and pains leave the
body on application of Jacons’ REEUMATIC
Liquip. e will warrant it to cure Burns,
Frost Bites, Chilblains, Sore Throat, Lame
Back or Side, Sprains, &c. Some of the cures
it has effected are almost too woNDERFUL for

belief. Many have been saved by it from
impending death and restored to life and
health. No family is safe a day without it;

HUNDREDS of valuable lives and thousands
of dollars may be saved annually by its use.
As a preventive of contageous diseases
nothing ever before invented can compare
with it.

We authorize all dealers to refund the
money if it does not give entire satisfaction.

8. J. FOSS & Co.

EXTENSIVE ADVERTISING may se-
cure a large sale for a comparatively
worthless remedy. but intrinsic value as
a universal family medicine is the only
thing that will secure the wide-spread and
conatantly increasing favor with which
Colby’s Anti-Costive and Tonic Pills are
received. -

THE ANTI-BILIOUS properties of Dr.
Colby’s Anti-Costive Tonic Pills render
them peculiarly valuable to people of
bilicus habits. They stimulate the liver
in the secretion of bile, and its discharge
thro:gh the bilary ducts. In all troubles
caused by irregularities of the liver they
afford an effectual remedy.

N OLD CUSTOMER who has used
Jacobs’ Liquid for many years says,
‘“ The truth is mnot half told. In fact the
virtues of Jacobs’ Rheumatic Ligquid are
impossible to enumerate in an advertise-
ment. Its daily use daily discovers s ine
new virtue not before awarded to it.” Try
one bottle aud prove our assertion true.
S. J. FOSS & CO.
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HUNTS EMPIRE HAIR GLOSS
is the Ve Plus Ultra of all prepara-

tions for the Hair.

It is cooling to the Head.

It removes pimlilel from the Scalp.

It prevents the hair from falling.

It prevents the hair from turning prema-
turely grey.

It relieves Headache.

It is » nicescothing application to the face.

It renders the Hair soft and pliable.

It is the cheapest Hair Dressing out.

It is the best Hair Dressing kavwn.

Tt does not promise what i cannot do.

It removes Dandruff.

It only needs to be tried to be liked.

ét is warranted not to injure the Hair.
ugar of Lead is poison

Mt;‘:tr Hair restorers contain Sugar of Lead.

Hunt's Empire Hair Gloss does not.

It contains no mineral of any kind.

It contains no vegetable poison.

It is warranted to give satisfaction.

If not, the money will be refunded.

Try a bottle, it costs only 25 cents.

The gennine has our signature on wrapper.

8. J. FOSS & Oo.

ONCENTRATION THE GREAT

PRINCIPLE. The system of infinites-
simal doses of medicine diffused in gallons
of injurious stimulants exploded. All use-
less materials discarded. e active prin-
ciple only of the most PowErruL and effi-
cient remedies known, eoncentrated in a
small convenient form. HasrruaL CoNsTI-
PATION CURED, All diseases of the Stomach,
Liver and Bowels, permanently relieved
by using Dr. Colby’s ANTI-COSTIVE AND
Tonic Prurs, Sugar Coated. Recommended
by the Medical Profession.

LL SUFFERING FROM RHEUMA-

TIC AFFECTION, Bruises or Lame-
ness of any kind, should procure and use
Jacobs’ Rheumatic Liquid.  As an applica-
tion for Chilblains nothi g can agproach it.
Ear ache, Tooth ache, Colds, Colic, Side
ache, &c., yield irstantly on application of
this justly renowned medicine,

LAD TIDINGS FOR ALL.
Those who have no hair may have it.
Those who have plenty may preserve and
BEAUTIFY it. Those who are losing it may
have its loss arrested. The hair strength-
ened, beautified, restored, by using HuNT's
Empire HaIR GrLoss, cheapest, cleansst,
BEST. Don't rest till you have tried a bottle.
Sold by all Druggists.

S. J. FOSS & Co.,
Sherbrooke, Que.



ESTABLISHED 1818,

SAVAGE, LYMAN & CO,,
No, 271 Notre Dame St., Montreal,

CONTINUE THE MANUFACTURE OF

FINE GOLD JEWELLERY

IN ALL IT8 VARIETIES,

—ALSO—

SILVER TEA & COFFEE SETS,

TRAYS, IRESTANDS,
Goblets, Cups, Spoons, Forks, Kubdles, €.,

COMMUNIOINN SETS.
S., L. & Co., are Sole Agents for the sale of the celebrated ULysse NarpiN Chrono-
meters and Watches.

No. 271 Notre Dame Street, Montreal.

KRIEGHOFF’S
Improved Patent Spring Iron Mattresses,

Patented in Canada, the United States and Great Britain.

They are a perfect novelty, Comfortal's, Clcanly, Vermin Proof and Durable, and yet
only Half the Price of the old fashioned wooden bex Spring beds.
Warranted any length of time.

E. KRIEGHOFF, PATENTEE AND MANUFACTURER, 20 Melinda St., Toronto.

W. GEORGE BEERS,

SURGEON DENTIST,

No. 12 Beaver HarL TERRACE, MONTREAL.

* Canada Journal of Dental Science,”” Monthly, 33 a year. Editors : W. G. Beers,
C. S. Chittendon, and R. Trotter.

JAMES SMITH,
ARCHITECT AND DRAFTSMAN, .

OrrFicE—No. 11 Kixg S1. West, ToroxTo.
SPECIAL ATTENTION GIVEN TO CHURCH ARCHITECTURE.

 CHURCH BELLS.

THE Old Established Troy Bell Foundry, (Established 1852,) continue to Manufacture
those bells (which have made Troy celebrated throughout the world, and which have
been made at this establishment, during the past seventeen years) for Churches, Acade-
mies, Plantations, &c. Made of Genuine Bell Metal (Copper and Tin). Hung with
Patent Rotary Mountings, the best and most durable ever used. Thirty 1st Premiums
—Gold, Silver, and Bronze Medals—and over One Thousand unsolicited Letters of Com-
mendation have been received. Written guarantees with every bell, to prove satisfactory
or be returned and exchanged. Illustrated Catalogues sent free upon application to

JONES & Co., Troy, N. Y.
A& Beware of attempts to deceive. This i3 the only Bell Foundry at Troy.
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HUNT:E!B, ROSE & CO.,

é{uuk and @uh Drinters,

OTTAWA AND TORONTO.

ESTIMATES SUPPLIED FOR COMPOSING AND PRINTING

Books or Ferinls v auy Style ov Quatity of Work,

INCLUDING PAPER AND BINDING.,

OFFICE BOOK BINDINC.

HUNTER, ROSE & CO.

Beg to call attention to the supericr class of OFFICE Book BiNDING
done at their Binderies,

86 King St. West, Corner Queen & Sally Sts.,

TORONTO, OTTAWA.

hrstClanWorhnenare loyed, and only the most Im ed Machine
They are ﬁ% to oxcacul:ey orders for all kinds of ory

Account Books and Office Blank Books,

IN ANY STYLE OF BINDING.

LEDGERS, DAY BOOKS, INVOICE BOOKS, SCRAP BOOKS,
JOURNALS, CASH BOOKS, ORDER BOOKS, CHEQUE BOOKS.

All made fo Order at the Lowest Rates.
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THE FUTURE: WHAT SHALL IT BE?

This month of July, like the month 4bib among the Jews, is to most
of the churches of this land, ¢ the beginning of months.” Synods, Con-
ferences and Unions are over. Missionary and Stationing Committees
have done their work, and Ministers and delegates have returned home.
The ecclesiastical clock is once more wound up and set in motion, and
the common impulse is to “forget those things which are behind, and
reach forth unto those things which are before.” What sort ot a year it
shall be—whether of blessing or of barrenness—will depend very much
upon ourselves. One of old called to the prophet of Israel, out of Seir,
“ Watchman, what of the night?” And the watchman said, “The
morning cometh and also the night,”—morning to the friends of Zion,
night to her foes and her faithless ones.

Over the Providence of God in its relation to life and its many
changes, we have no control. “He doeth His will in the armies of
heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth.” But while reserving
to Himself all ultimate issues, the Lord has put much within our power
as to success in His work. All spiritual, equally with all material
forces, are subject to Divine laws; some of them but imperfectly under-
stocd by us, but all of them controlled by the same Infinite wisdom, and
energized by the same Almighty will. “So is the kingdom of God as
if a man should cast seed into the ground ;” and accordingly it is written,
“I have planted, Apollos watered, and God gave the increase.” The
same labours repeated, under the same conditions, in both preachers and
people, would undoubtedly produce the same blessed results.

Too often, however, the conditions of success are supposed to concern
the preacher alone. He must be talented, pious and popular, attractive
in his eloquence, and faithful and genial in his private intercourse ; and
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then—then the church will be sure to prosper! Not so fast, dear reader,
the pew has something to do with success as well as the pulpit. The
great Sower observed four classes of hearers among the multitudes that
followed Him, in only on¢ of whom did He find the conditions of success
alluded to. And if even His word, so eloquent and convincing, failed
to convert and save, through the prejudice and unbelief of his hearers,
is it much to be wondered at if those who now exercise the same minis-
try in His stead, should be unable to command success ? * The servant
is not greater this his Lord.”

No! The church and the ministry are intimately inter-dependent.
Neither can say of the other, “I have no need of you.” And if the
ccclesiastical year we are now entering is to be one of enlargement and
consolidation, there must be that “striving together,” in prayer and
effort, for which Paul constantly appealed to the early churches. Such
a course will, under the Divine blessing, ensure us a “ feast of ingather-
ing” all the year round ; the neglect of it will make the ways of Zion to
mourn, and all her gates desolate. Humanly speaking, either result is
within our reach. "Which shall it be ¢

OUR NEW DRESS.

Exercising somewhat of faith in our subscribers, and canvassers, we
take great pleasure in presenting the CANADIAN INDEPENDENT this
month in an entirely new dress,—type, cover, and title-page. The
pleasure would be much greater, indeed, were the new dress paid for,
and were we able to closc up all old accounts with the old volume, as
we might do, were some of our readers a little more prompt and con-
sigerate. But “nothing venture, nothing win;” and so, being desirous
of meeting, as far as possible, the wishes of those who do pay for it, the
proprietors have resolved on making the Magazine, as some one expressed
it at the annual exhibit of its affairs, “a thing of deauly as well as of
worth.”  The expense involved in the coloured cover is considerable, but
througlr the kindly offices of several friends, some additional advertise-
ments have been obtained, and a very little more effort in the same
direction would fill up our advertising space, and defray the extra cost.
Our circulation, though not so large as that of some periodicals of the
fecular press, is ot 3 Provincial character, passing, as it does, through 250
Canadian and Foreign Post Offices.  For certain kinds of business, there-
fore, it offers a very desirable advertising medium, and we hope those
interested will note the fact.

As another new feature we may also allude to the very interesting
serial, entitled, “The Sculptor of Bruges,” from the pen of a gifted
English authoress, which we commence with this number, and for which
we are indebted to the Christian Witness. We are sure it will be looked
for eagerly from month to month.

‘We hope also, by judicious selection and arrangement, so to economize



REV. R. ROBINSON'S RETIRING ADDRESS. 7

our space, as to be able to introduce, occasionally, one or more new de-
partments not before provided for, and so add to the interest and use-
fulness of the Magazine. Will not our friends help us with a good
subscription list? The suggestion of the late editor, (whose valuable co-
operation, with that also of Rev. W. F. Clarke, we are still to enjoy)
viz., that ministers should employ a portion of their vacation in can-
vassing for us, is one which we hope will not be lost sight of. We wait
for volunteers. 'Who will go for us?

REV. R. ROBINSON'S ADDRESS,

ON RETIRING FROM THE CHAIR OF THE CONGREGATIONAL UNION OF
ONTARIO AND QUEBEC.

(At the Annual Meeting of the Union in Montreal, June 10, 1869.)

DEAR BRETHREN,—According to custom, you kindly give audience to
your Chairman for a few minutes ere he vacates the position in which,
for the past year, you have placed him. A full review of the business of
last session will probably be given by our Secretary. In remembering
that session, however, the question naturally arises, what is the value of
resolutions such as these passed by some hundred individuals, ministers
and representatives of Congregational Churches in annual assembly ?
In other words, what is the value or use of our Union Meetings as such ?

In these resolutions we were unanimous, and beforehand our individ-
ual opinions might have been almost assumed as generally known.
What then, we ask again, is the increased value of such opinions as
formally approved in annual assembly? Much every way. These opin-
ions thus obtain increased volume and definite form, so that they may
be widely heard and seen,—and they attain historical existence. If we
regard tiie Scriptural injunction, “ Honor all men,” the opinion of one
man on important subjects receives courteous attention ; but when a
number of men agree in relation to such subjects, in proportion to their
number, and especially in proportion to their knowledge and candour,
their opinion becomes valuable, confirming individual conviction and in-
structing society. To our little company and to our contemporaries, the
expression of our united opinion may not, at first sight, seem to be much
more than a mere form, but far otherwise will it be to the future and to the
historian. What would we not now give for the united resolutions of our
Puritan forefathers, if recorded during the dark days of Queen Elizabeth
and the Second Charles .nd James? what they thought, how they felt,
and what they would have done in relation to the great religious move-
ments of their day; how they spied out the promised land, and what
were the several stages in their wilderness journey from the Egypt of
Popery to the Pisgah Mount of civil and religious liberty.

Small indeed to the world seemed the action of the little company
(‘“the number of names, together, about an hundred and twenty”)
assembled in the upper chamber in Jerusalem 1800 years ago, to wor-
ship and serve Christ ; but that meeting will be remembered over the
whole world with veneration when decrees of army and kingly coua-
cils, by the hundred, have passed to oblivien. So by generations yet
unborn in Canada, the people of the Lord, more largely Congregational,
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not then (we surely hope) so much divided as now by sectarianism, will
feel an interest in what has been thought, and felt, and expressed, and
done by each section of the Church, and our Union meetings will be
prized by all who love the Kingdom of God. They will see our work
at tho beginning of a nation ; they will mark our struggles with isola-
tion and poverty, and spiritual wickedness in high places; they 11 res-
pect the principles for which we toiled ; they will trace to its tiny
springs the great flood which has borne them with their wealth of privi-
lege on its broad deep bosom, and with pleasures of memory, as well as
of hope and realization, sing on with David, “There is a river the
streams whereof shall make glad the City of our God.”

‘Whatever may be the relative importance of the business with which
we have been or are about to be occupied, of greater value seem the
fact and nature of our Union itself. Without external pressure, in a land
of civil and religious freedom, where no disabilities deter men from pro-
fessing any or repudiating all religious belief—without pecuniary or hon-
orary attractions, with no bondage to break, no fetters to wrest, no
wrongs to avenge, and no private interests to secure, with many a green
pasture and quiet stream of other denominations to tempt or hold us
away—we come together, drawn and held by interest in a common cause,
harmony of doctrinal opinions, and brotherly love.

Let us look at these attractions in their order :

I. The cause of our meeting is the cause of religion, the cause of God.
We believe that our coming together may help that cause, at least by ia-
creasing our mutual interest in it, and strengthening our hands in its
service. There is much in first intention—this can degrade the greatest
achievement, or dignify the smallest effort.

‘“ The common task
Will furnish all we ought to ask:
Room to deny ourselves ; a road
To bring us daily nearer God.”

Alas! how easily besetting are the snares of formalism and egot-
ism ; how closely they lie to ministerial work. In our Union business
let ability, not manceuvre, take and hold the lead, and let every man en-
deavor not so much to have as to deserve leadership. Every man de-
serves, and after all has, in life and in death, about the breadth of his own
shoulders, and there is room enough in this Union for us all. Self infla-
tion is unfair, yea unsafe, and modesty should not always be left behind
the door. Timely rotation in office, refusal of committees to become
self-perpetuating, infusion slowly but surely of new blood and brain into
action and counsel, these may give all to feel that here, indeed, * Oae is
oyt Master, even Christ, and all we are brethren.” Chiefly is it for
each to esteem other better than himself, and remember that Christ was
among men as ““ He that doth serve.”

‘‘ God doth not need

Either man's work or his own gifts; who best
Bear his mild yeke, they serve him best; hi
Is kingly ; thousands at his bidding speed,
And post o'er land and ocean without rest ;
They also serve who only stand and wait.”

Avowedly our Union is not a church court ; our power is that of sim-
ple influence ; but it does not follow that we are merely a debating club,
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and our resolves only godless business routine. The intention to serve
God, with prayer for wisdom to him “who giveth to all men liberally
and upbraideth not,” may well animate us to deliberate, and declare our
decisions. Nor will the Lord’s people ever treat with indifference coun-
sel 80 given. As men become intelligent in religion, ccclesiastical au-
thority, without scriptural hold on conscience, becomes impotent, and
“the words of the wise” are wielded and motive as gonds. Because of
the absolute freedom of the pastoral relation among us, every pastor has
influence with his church, and when each can say, “ My brethren, wiser and
better than myself, agree with me in advising thus, and so,” such advice
will for all good purposes bear the weight of a command with our people,
The interests of our several churches, represented by pastors and dele-
gates, are before us for consideration: nor are we shut in or shut out
from the interests of the Eedeemer in other denominations and in other
lands. Whatever touches humanity is ours; whatsoever concerns the
honor of our Lord is our business. It is our high privilege, unfettered
by denominational partiality, as by prejudice—the Lord’s freedmen, from
the footstool of divine grace to propel our ideas and our prayers through
the whole world, and for the welfare of the entire race.

We live in an age of religious conventions. Even the most conservative
Churches and institutions are beginning to feel the great social demo-
cratic wave, by which the masses are asserting their strength, no longer
mere bulk or weight, but motion and weight together,—intelligence, a
right to place and consideration ; this movement, rising up with improv-
ed elements and instruments of war, has gradually reached commerce
and politics,and is now thundering at the barriers of religion. The chivalry
and aristocracy of war, and rank, and literature, and priesteraft, are
dashed aside, or applauding the inevitable. We, as a denomination,are,
and ever were, in its fore-front ; In the church Christ alone is King—
¢ King of Kings and Lord of Lords.” Below him, the people, the major-
ity, have the first, strongest, loudest claim : in war, because of the value
of life, in politics because of the value of liberty, and in religion because
of the value of the soul. And “there is no respect of persons with God.”

Rome now calls her general council, but only Popish communities
respond, and none fear. France, Italy, Austria, and this year, Spain
also, begin to care for themselves in religion. Just now another giant
church establishin:  * is about to be seated beside that blind and tooth-
less one whom Bunyan describes as impotently grinning at Pilgrim on
his way to glory. Equally with gratitude and without revenge let us
look at the fact that the Irish Church Establishment is about to lose its
political status, 7.e. its political pay and its political dishonour. Good,
most learned, and wise men in the Church of England call this enfran-
chisement, and expect the same thing for themselves in England. The
Scottish Establishment has been carefully setting her house in order for
political death, but also, we trust, for life from the dead, and it has been
shrewdly calculated and placed on record, that ere ten more years have
passed the knell of Church and State connection in Great Britain will
be rung. Truly many righteous men have desired to see the things
which we see and have not seen them, and to hear the things which we
hear and have not heard them. What would the 2,000 expelled minis-
ters of Black Bartholomew’s day give for one sight and hearing of a
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Gladstone ! How would Baxter and Bunyan exult, or Milton sing, when,
as the noise of many waters, Britain’s enfranchised millions declare that
Church and State conmection shall be no longer /! Shades of the perse-
cuted Puritans, sufferers by Star chamber and tythe proctor, oppressed
by Supremacy and Five mile Acts ; despised, departed Dissenters, « The
night is far spent, the day is at hand " And thou, O first-born British
daughter of Rome, thy day of political purple and fine linen and tinsel
is gone, but thy golden age is before thee. Freed from the state, loose
from the world, church no longer of England but still of Christ, hence-
forth choose thine own steps in the King’s broad highway of truth divine,
appoint thine own ministers, thine own order of service. * Arise, shine,
for thy light is come !”

It has been our privilege, brethren, to take an active, may we not
say a foremost part in this Colony, and, as Congregationalists, in assert-
ing and securing political recognition of the voluntary principle in the sup-
port ¢f religion. The enormous blunder of Britain in assigning one-
seventh of all the land in Upper Canada to religion, as Clergy Reserves,
brought on us as a people a fearful sectarian conflict. Rome had, and
until her death grip will hold, her portion in Lower Canada, but in the
Upper Province there was war to the knife, by the Church of England,
first for all, and then for most of said assignment ; year after year with
our New Connexion Methodist, United Presbyterian, and Baptist Breth-
ren we warred against this wrong; and when Episcopal claims to Toronto
University and the Rectories showed their frowning front, we lsarned o
do battle. Finally the foe employed strategy instead of force, but not
before it must be declared by Act of Canadian Parliament that Church
and State connexion is tnexpedient. It has been proven since that by
the voluntary principle, the Episcopal Church can flourish. Denomin-
ational Colleges have learned that when they cannot beg or filch they
can work. Canada has taught her Governor General, Lord Monck,
a great lesson, and he has recited it before the British House of Lords.
‘We read, as reported by the English papers, Feb. 16th :

 He admitted that, independently of the special circumstances of the
Irish Church, he was on principle and as a Churchman opposed to all
connection between Church and State. He believed that wherever that
connection existed the same blighting and benumbing influence would
be found to affect the Church, as the influence exércised by protection
upon those branches of trade to which it was applied. Holding these
views he did not share in the gloomy forebodings of those who thought
the Irish Church could not survive its severance from the civil power,
for the experiences he had had in Canada of the beneficial effect on the
Chyrch, of throwing her upon her own resources precluded him from
entertaining such apprehensicns.”

Here, brethren, we can distinguish not only our mother tongue, but
our demominational family tones, and here our brethren in England may
know that we have been fighting their battle in Canada, and have sent
another Scipio to carry the war mto Africa. By the voice of an Irish
nobleman we are declaring to Great Britain and to the world the grand
truth of the Master, “My Kingdom is not of this world.” 1If our co-
religionists in England had no more than this service, they are recom-
pensed for their denominational contributions to Canada.  But when with
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this is considered the fact that the Lord has blessed their Missionaries
in bringing many souls from darkness to light, and from the power of
Satan unto God, that the Lord has marked every coin, every desire
directed to the interests of his cause among us, then I think the Colonial
Missionary Society may know and feel that its labor in this land has
not been in vain in the Lord. Noticeable it is that the much vaunted
loyalty of the High Episcopalian in Ircland has failed under the merely
proposed withdrawal of government pay. Rebellious, wild and wicked as
Fenianism, have been the threatsof awakened prelatists,and thus are they
teaching all in authority that loyalty like that of dissenters, which has
borne and survived proscription and disability for conscience sake, the
only reliable loyalty to the Sovereign, is that which is based on loyalty
to God, and will not separate, F%erzltr God, Honor the King,” by more
than a printer’s point.

Advocacy of cur principles is met by the assertion, that if we do
grow, we grow slowly. The assertion is true—with the country church
it must he so—even the natural increase of our population is speedily
dispersed over our vast territories. The various denominations are well
represented throughout the land. The talent and personal influence of
the minister, and emphatically the attractive christian character and
activity of our membership must, under God, be our main dependence for
increase ; without these, simple aceretion may be, growth hardly. What
vitality then in us have our principles? What amount of advantage is ex-
perienced, or sought in transition from membership of the congregation, to
membership in the church? What interest do our people show in each
other’s spiritual welfare, in attendance of their children upon ordinances
and in their own presence at prayer and church meetings ¢ This is
where the question of size is important, here it becomes a question of
life. The Congregational life of some churches is indeed hidden and
might almost as well, for practical purposes, bear another name, or per-
chance be the better (for a little) of another and heavier ecclesiastical
yoke. Although it has ever been our privilege to assert the right of
the people to transact the business of religion, under law to Christ alone,
alas, it has not always been honored as a realized privilege. Other de-
nominations may have to come to the principle, we have yet {0 advance
to the full practice. Not till we generally do so as a people can our growth
in this land become rapid or great. Not till we do so can spint and
strength keep pace with size. Fashion in the pew and flexibility in the
pulpit may raise and fill a splendid building, here and there, and
wealth can give pomp anywhere, but true piety, life from the eternal
source of life, life alone, can give real prosperity to our own, or any
christian denomination.

In so far as the number of our ministers and churches is concerned
we have been kept small by poverty. This has made the position of
Missionaries so undesirable, that not a few of them have left the country ;
the smallness of demand (thus indicated) has regulated the supply of
men offering themselves as students for the ministry. Intimately related
indeed are the pecuniary condition of our ministers and the size of our
College. Our Missionary Society should have the precedence in our
regard, but with a common interest, missionary and professor join hands
and hearts in our Union. To train men whom we cannot support is
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folly, or worse ; and to educate ministers for the United States is hardly
our vocation. True, Canada always presents a field to the minister,
just, however, in the same sense in which it always presents a field to
the surveyor, but *“Who goeth a warfare at any time at his own charges 7"
The spirit with which men work is a matter of importance, and let us
care for the spirit of our ministers. A good general considers the mor-
ale as well as the size of his army. With the present and growing rate
of travel and correspondence between the various communities of our -
Domicion, we are rapidly finding that the position of each minister
is measurably affected by that of every other. With less reason to be
ashamed of poverty than other men, the minister of religion is yet affect-
ed as to respectability, influence and spirit, by the degree of ais poverty.
Nor is this found by the country minister alone. If his salary be smaller
than that of the city minister, his necessary expenses are far less, as a
rule, his talents in any free market would command less remuneration,
and did he know but all, mayhap he would not barter his compar-
ative relief from necessity for extreme effort, uncertainty of position,
and incessant qui vive for all the advantages possessed by Lis more
popular brother. As the rule, poverty is the great ministerial trial
of our day, and even it is (if not with all, surely with most of us in
this land) simply voluntary. We have but to leave the ministry in
order to increase our income. The common laborer, in proportion to
his necessary expenses, has a larger income than evensome of us. In the
days of our forefathers so much greater were the trials which christian
ministers underweni, that amidst perils to life and liberty, they seem
almost to ignore pecuniary straits, yet surely they endured them, surely
they have left us “an example of suffering afliction, and of patience,”
and shall not we calmly take up this our little cross and follow Christ ?
“ Behold we count them happy which endure.” If, however, in our
denominational enterprises we may have freedom from the fetters of
pecuniary restriction, let us use it rather. Our Missionary and Col-
lege expenses, as last repcrted, are, respectively, say six and three
thousand, together, nine thousand dollars per annum. Can we by
improved financiering, and irrespective of the English grants, raise this
amount, and as we grow increase it, or with the English grant in
addition, be able, as the American -Home Missionary Society to say
to any approved laborer, * There is a wide field, go cultivate it faith-
fully and you will be supported in and throughout the process,” with
the undersianding, that self-sustentation, at the averagesecason of the
country, shall be the harvest home! Abandonment of fields through
poverty of men or money is suicidal ; injurious to the name and princi-
ples of the denomination, and discouraging alike to ministers and mem-
bership in town and country.

Lét us look at the following scheme, prepared with some trouble in
this matter. Premising that we have, per statistics of last year, exclu-
sive of the Lower Provinces, about 4,000 members, 14,000 hearers at all
stations, and some 1,600 names of subscribers, besides 27 Church returns,
including some cities and towns, without list of names, with which must
be placed the many items of collections in missionary and Sabbath ser-
vices and Schools,—it is assumed that 4,000 subscriptions may be ob-
tained, which are placed thus for both objects :
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5@ B100....cciiiiiiiiiniiiiiinineniieeaninns §500 00

15 ¢ B0..iiviiiiiiiiiiii e 750 00
S0 ¢ 20 i 1,000 00
150 10.ciiiiiiiiiiiireeceieieieeneeeeaeans 1,500 00
250 « l SO eteeerarree st 1,000 00
1,500 « b JR PPN 3,000 0V
2,030 € Lutioiiereeeeer e 2,030 00
4,000 Subscriptions.......cco.vveunieeiniiininninines $9,780 00

Several persons already subscribe at the three highest rates, many at
the next two, but on the two last will rest the great effort, and to this I
ask your careful consideration. The battle must ever rest on the rank and
file. Will our ministers take this or some similar, it may be more wisely
graduated scheme, and with the understanding that two-thirds the
amount shall go to our missions, and one-third to our College, try what
each man can do among his people in filling out this proposition, say on
the simple rule that as the number of members in the Church are to
4,000 so shall the amount raised by his people be to $9,780, or not quite
82.50 per Church member. Seven hundred dollars beyond our present
expenses ; no more financial embarrassment ; maybe, a message to our
brethren in England, We are grateful to you for the past, in the future
we will support ourselves and love you forever ; you have cherished us
till we are full grown, and now we will practice the independence to
which you have trained us, henceforth we will help ourselves, you and
others ! Isnot this worth an effort, would it not impart new lite to all
our movements, bind us together yet more closely, by evidence of the
worth of our Union, and give us yet one more claim to the time-honored
title of Independents ?

The question of denominational claims is fast assuming the form of
demand for spiritual results. Earnest christians after they assert religious
freedom of opinion and action ask for religious benefit ; they will give
up a measure of partiality, of liberty even, for sake of spiritual gain. In
what Church or in what denomination, say they, do men most surely and
speedily grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ?
‘Where are the Christians, and where are the best of them found ? This
we know is happily no question of mere numbers, although it necessarily
includes the element of increase. Are we, Congregationalists, then be-
coming and raising men, intelligent, influential, noble, happy christian
men ; men fast rising to the measure of the stature of the perfect man
in Christ Jesus the Lord ? Each of us is in his measure and from day to
day an answer to this question. If the answer be favorable, and as the
presumption manifestly comes to be that Congregational member or
minister means advanced and active christian, our growth will be like
that of compound interest, surprising in its speed and greatness. Then
the country minister in his isolation, like the sapling rocked and rooted
by the storms of winter, may come up to our Union meeting to have his
heart cheered and enlarged by the gathering scores or hundreds of his
brethren, talent and learning and refinement not absent. Then the
city minister, forced by denominationa! competition, like the sapling in
the forest to grow and look only upward for light, will find that a hun-
dred warm hearts and stalwart arms are clearing a whole country and
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letting in sunshine all around him. Then the brother who has sown
beside all waters, sowing much, reaping little or none, asking some-
times whether he may not have mistaken his calling to the ministry,
asking often of conscience and God's word, can this be the true Gospel
which I preach? Is there not some fatal defect in delivery of my
Master’s message ¥ may here meet others who bring in first fruits of
a mighty harvest. He asks them of their sowing, their implements, their
spirit, their help, and as he finds no difference in these respects with him-
self, he takes fresh courage, renews his strength, and they who sow and
they who reap rejoice together. Ask we now the value of a Union in
which this may more and more extensively take place ?

‘We are Congregationalists, if forno other reason, because we believe that
as such rather than by any other denomination, we can best serve our
God. We crave the right and liberty to choose our ground and rank in
the army and on the field of battle against error; we reckon that this
ground has full oft been in the front ; our motto has been—¢ If there is
anything of religious truth to be learned we are ready for its considera-
tion,” for we have “the love of the truth.” If there is anything in our
most cherished practice or convictions that is false, we pray of it, “Good
Lord, deliver us.” Each member of this Union, then, is a man, a free
man, independent of all denominational control, consequently this Union,
according to its sign, (here is one element of its worth) 1s a standing
challenge for truth and against error to all other denominations and to
infidelity. Willing to follow the truth wherever it may lead, God's faith
the shield, God's word the sword, and God himself our strength, we are
ready, aye ready, for the future.

To interest in the cause of Christ, loyalty to King Emmanuel, we will
assign the first place in the wealth of our Union. If any man has not
this, whatever be his abilities, or attainments, or his creed, he is an alien
to the commonwealth of Israel, a stranger to the covenants of promise ;
there is no mutual cohesion of him and us; he will not obey the law or
manifest the spirit of Christ. And we are a Union only, and so far
forth as we are free from such.

II. To beloyal to Christ, to be truly christian at all, some truths must
be believed, and these we think should constitute the unwritten but
manifest and expressive creed of our Union. If, besides attraction by
the generally recognized opinions of our denomination and leading
divines, respecting which as such there is no controversy or doubt, the
principle be recognized that it is treachery to come into our Union, re-
fusing to state peculiarities, in order the more efficiently to propagate
them, come in a fog and under bare poles, in order to tow the unsuspect-
ing merchantman to an enemy’s port ; that the assumption made by ap-
plication for membership is that of conscientious agreement to study the
thirfgs which make for peace and things whereby one may edify another ;
that there is unfairness in making the Union the seeming endorser of
views which are known to be offensive to most of its members ;—in
short, if the spirit of that charity which seeketh not her own, which is
ever allied to a manly modesty and deference for the judgment, rights
and feelings of others ;—if these dwell with members and applicants for
membership, their difference of doctrinal opinion in the open, fine and
kindly sunlight of such union, will grow small by degrees and beauti-
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fully less, and our Union prove itself indeed a school of the prophets for
all Israel. It may yet be seen, more literally than some suppose, that
“with the heart man believeth unto righteousness.” Many a man re-
mains in error, is deceived himself, because of the cunning craftiness
whereby he lieth in wait to deceive others. Many a man has remained
in error because of the unfairness with which he has been treated by the
friends of truth. Rectitude of disposition and rectitude of judgment
are correlative forces. “In Him (Christ) is light"—* that lighteth every
man that cometh into the world.” “God is light, and in him is no dark-
ness at all.”

It would seem that consistently with repudiation of the character of a
church court, our Union has no concern with written creeds. It may dis-
tinctly declare that it is not directly responsible for the doctrinal teaching
of its ministerial members. Failing this, with the churches, I think, should
rest what the Master's authority and spirit alone can bear, the onus of
orthodoxy! Should not every church, in its constitution, have (susceptible
of alteration under specific conditions,) an explicit declaration of the
school of theology to which it belongs ? and the cast of doctrine which its
minister will teach be a matter of open agreement in forming the pastoral
relation? Such was, or is, the case with some of our churches. Should
it not be with all 3 Thus, there is possibility of correction and improve-
ment. Congregationalism finds no inconsistency here. If pastors and
ordaining councils will look more closely to this, trouble, both in the
Union and out of it, may be avoided. The endorsement of a church will
thus become the open sesame to membership with the Union, in so far
as doctrine is concerned, and the church, rather than the Union, be re-
sponsible for the teaching of the minister. By this method, also, our
college will be guided in the theology of its professors and students ;
and now, perhaps, more safely than in the future, might ground be taken
in this work. Men seeking education choose their college, their teachers,
their department of science, their profession, nay, the very cast or school
of a given profession in which they will be instructed ; and may not a
Christian church do likewise? As Congregationalists, we treat churches
not as children, but as men, and ask them in what school of evangelical
sentiment will ye be instructed ? From which of the two great stand-
points of Christianity, the human or the Divine, will ye contemplate
religion ? Both are found on the Rock of ages; both are in the person
of Christ ; both have the sympathy of every true Christian heart, but
with one or other every Christian has his preference. Distinct in the
apprehension of primitive Christians, originating some of the earliest
controversies of the Christian church, obsolete controversy may it be—
but no obselete difference is this—not exclusive of truth or error, either
of these. The extreme, in direction of the one, surely involves fatalism
or blasphemy ; in that of the other, self-righteousness and atheism.
How they may be harmonized may never be clearly comprehended till
that which is perfect is come; until we know even as we are known,
and see Christ as he is. Meantime, the two great truths of human
freedom and Divine sovereignty are indisputable. That we are fellow-
workers with God, and that he originates salvation in us, not we in our-
selves, may be held, without clashing, in our own conscience, or against
the convictions of our brethren. When we reach the limits of reverent
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and candid scriptural agreement, we are at the footstool of the Invisible
and Eternal. Our logic should seek and find relief in prayer!

We may ask our churches then to say, will ye study with Calvin or
with Arminius? become wiser, possibly, than either; and when they have
answered with perfect freedom of thought and speech in our Union, that
school will have most teachers, because most scholars, which is really the
better, and not the man who holds to the better is he who needs be most
anxious for the future. Thus as our Union grows in the full light of
day and of liberty, its size will indicate the growth of truth among us, and
other denominations will ask wherein our strength lieth? andwhat areour
generally received views? The errorist will be confounded or convinced,
and truth will everywhere rejoice! It may well be that next to the
Spirit and the written word of God, the agreement of intelligent, free,
impartial and pious men is that endorsement which gives currency and
power to the truths most surely believed among us. With all the known
fickleness of human imagination, with every wind of doctrine blowing
around, with all the progress of modern learning, without subscription
to a written creed, and with full freedom, Congregationalists of to day
are in belief substantially what they were two hundred years ago.

III. The authority of the Union over its members is like that of other
societies, implicit submission (under protest, it may be,) to the majority,
or withdrawal, being the only resources left to the obnoxious or the
dissatisfied ; the majority can alter its constitution and by-laws, and it
will receive to membership, or expel just whom it pleases (of course
remaining morally responsible for such action). A man cannot be as free
in society as he may be in solitude, the rights of others when in company
with our rights claim space, and should have their share. The door of
public buildings in this land opens outward, the way to the street is
open, but inside there is a tenant and there is a law ; the tenant is the
majority, the law that of the master, Christ—is love. Whenever, then,
ambition, and manceuvre, and distrust, and contempt come in, a foreign
element, one of weakness is introduced, and in so far there remains of
Union but the name, the falsity. Letno word of contempt, or dishonour,
or unkindness be ever printed, or written, or breathed among us, and
the growth of our Union will be the growth of love. It is not here or
now, after the sermon which we have heard, and before you at whose
feet I would gladly sit, that I should praise love. Ye feel its power and
its preciousness ; ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another.
Blest bond of perfectness! How shall it abide and increase in our
Union? The older members have battled, and travelled, and toiled,
and recreated, and rested together, shared each other's hospitality, become
acquainted with our wives and children; from one end of the land to
the other their names are in our families as household words; but this
may fiot continue long. One by one we pass away from Canada and
from carth: Drummond, Gibbs, Bowles, Miles, Robertson, Snell, Roaf,
McGregor, Hayden, Climie ;—the list grows long,—one cord after another
drawing us to these yearly mectings is, we say not, loosened Lut length-
ened to heaven! Making indeed the meeting smaller on earth, they
yet make union itself sacred, and this Union becomes increasingly
precious as herein such friendships are originated and sealed.
How shall it be as the denomination increases ; as strangers become stu-
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dents, and studentsbecome ministers ; asa missionary deputationnolonger
travels in company a whole Province, but only a County 1 Acquaintance
is essential to ardent brotherly love ; not names merely but men must be
known. As we think of this our Alumni meeting for prayer and confer-
ence assumes importance. Should it not be considered as essential to
the strength and worth of our Union? We may not be sets of class-
mates merely but a band of brothers,—a good motheris suggestive of a
good wife—and alma mater encourages union! If thus then lovingly,
in growing numbers, we mect, coming from the far and fast stretching
ends of this grand country, each a free and honored visitor of every other,
what have we in Ecclesiastical Canada to excel our Union ? It is truly
a representative institution, not merely 100, 4,000 loving christian hearts
say to us, Go mingle our congratulations and our love in your meetings.
Fear, private interest, ambition can bring men together from the ends of
the earth. Great organizations can gather a general council once ina
century ; but only love of the Lord’s cause, love in the truth, love for
each other, can bring independent men together, and year by year, gener-
ation by generation, till, like the stone cut out without hands, Union
become a great mountain and fill the whole earth. Love brings reward
for its exercise, itself attests its excellence. The city minister battling
with society in its fashion and its follies, gathers strength from the un-
sophisticated common sense piety of his backwoods brother, as he of old
who, after every fall, rose refreshed from his mother earth. He from the
backwoods feels that though his church be among the least of the thou-
sands of Israel, yet men of talent and education and wealth and refine-
ment are attached to its principles, and he finds in the pastor and members
of the large and wealthy city church, humble and loving brothers in
Christ Jesus. He who haslabored and suffered with seeming unprofit-
ableness, sees himself honored by the brother who counts his converts by
the score. After thinking, and speaking, and prayin%; and thanking
God together, with renewed courage both may return to home and people
resolved to do their duty with renewed zea., leaving results with God
and joining all christians in the song, to whose burden heaven responds—

‘¢ Blest be the tie that binds

¢ Qur hearts in Christian love,

¢ The fellowship of kindred minds

‘I3 like to that above.

¢ From sorrow, toil and pain,

“ And sin we shall be free,

‘ And perfect love and friendship reign
¢ Through all eternity.”

SIXTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATIONAL
UNION OF ONTARIO AND QUEBEC.

THE meeting of the Union just closed will long be remembered as
among the pleasantest and most profitable ever held. Unanimity and
kindly feeling, with scarcely an-exception, characterized its proceedings.
The Master of assemblies was in the midst of the brethren, and by his
Spirit hallowed their devotional hours, and harmonized what might
otherwise have been discordant in their business sessione; and they have
returned home refreshed and quickened, it is hoped, by the intercourse
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they have enjoyed with each other, and the friends who entertained
them with such true Montreal hospitality.

The key-note of the meeting was struck by the Rev. D. Macallum, in
his opening sermon on Wednesday evening (June 9th), from Heb. 13, 1
—*Let brotherly love continue.”  Mr. Macallum introduced his subject
by showing that love, such as is mentioned in the text, was something un-
known to man in his natural stute, and that the Christian religion was the
revelation of a new principle which was thereafter to cause love and
friendship ultimately to reign throughout the whole earth. Love is the
very foundation of Christianity, and it is this which makes Christ’s yoke
casy. He then procecded to point out, 1. The prominence assigned to
it in Scripture. It is not incidentally recommended, but is enjoined
upon us as “a new commandment.” All the sacred writers insist much
upon it. John especially is full of it. It was also practically exemplified
by the early Christians mn their contributions for the poor saints, and in
the provision made for widows. The heathen exclaimed with admira-
tion, “Behold how these Christians love one another!” 2. In what it
consists. It is not a general philanthropy ; neither is it a clinging to
those who belong to our own sect or denomination only, but love for
the universal brotherhood for the sake of Christ. 3. The danger of its
declining. Our evil nature is ever gravitating back to its old condition.
We are so apt to magnify minor differences ; to stand aloof from one
another, instead of coming together, and feeling the hearts of others
beating in sympathy with eur own ; to be regardless of the feelings of
those who differ from us; and to rush into controversy, that it is a
wonder there exists so much brotherly love as thereis. 4. The duty of
cultivating it. We must watch against the beginnings of strife, “lest
any root of bitterness springing up trouble us, and thereby many be
defiled.” Let us dwell on the good things we see in our brethren.
Some people are like flies that feed on sores and corruption. But “if
any man have not the spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” 5. The neces-
sity of this grace. It is essential as an evidence of piety, and as a
means of promoting the prosperity of the church. It is our great bond
of union. Dr. J. 8. Clark had called Congregationalists “God’s silly
children,” because they had so little of denominational spirit among
them. But our Lord had prayed that his disciples ‘ all may be one:”
only thus can the world be converted. Let this spirit prevail among
us, and all will have reason to exclaim, “Behold how good and how
pleasant a thing it is for brethren to dwe}) together in unity.”

The Rev. R. T. Thomas assisted in the devotional exercises.

At the close of the sermon, the Union was constituted by the ap-
pointment of Rev. A. McGregor as Minute Secretary, and Rev. Messrs.
Smith and Barker Reporters, and the calling of the roll. The following

' MINISTERIAL MEMBERS

were in attendance :—Revs. L. P. Adams, J. Brown, R. Brown, J. Camp-
hell, W. Clarke, W. F. Clarke, Prof. Cornjsh, Revs. B. W. Day, H.Denny,
J. A. R. Dickson, J. Douglas, A. Duff, E. Ebbs, K. M. Fenwick, J.
Howell, S. N. Jackson, S. King, R. Lewis, Dr. Lillie, D. Macallum, J.
G. Manly, F. H. Marling, A. McGregor, D. McGregor, J. McKillican,
A. J. Parker, H. D. Powis, G. Pur's, T. M. Reikie, J. Rogers, R. Robin-
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son, J. G. Sanderson, E. J. Sherrill, W. W, Smith, R. T. Thomas, J.
Unsworth, C. P. Watson, Dr. Wilkes, and J. Wood.
DELEGATES :

Messrs. H. O'Hara, Bowmanville ; T. Terrill, Brome; R. Parsons,
Burford ; A. Stevenson, Cowansville; O. C. Williamson, Danville; A.
Lightbody, Douglas ; J. Yates, New Durham ; H. Caswell, Eaton ; G. 8.
Armstrong, Fergus; A. Gerrie, Garafraxa; J. Kay, W. Radford, Gran-
by; R. Thompson, Guelph; A.D. Aird, Irdian Lands; A. Bonney, D.
McEwen, Kingston ; J. Rankin, Lanark 1st; T. Francis, Lanark Village ;
G. R. Mortimore, Listowel ; H. Mathewson, London; H. R. Wales,
M. Braithwaite, Markham ; P. Christie, D. McGregor, Martintown ; C.
Wood, N. Smiley, Melbourne ; H. Lyman, C. R. Black, Montreal ; W. A.
Lamb, Ottawa; A. H. Baird, Panis; J. G. Robertson, J. McNichol,
Sherbrooke ; D. Dewar, St. Andrews ; A. Christie, J. Pim, Zion Church,
Toronto ; J. Turner, T. Wilkie, Bond $t., do.; G. Goulding, Northern
Church, do.

There were also invited to sit as

: HoXORARY MEMBERS:

Revs. G. Hardy, from the Gen. Association of New York ; A. Mann,
Gen. Ass. of New Hampshire ; R. Wilson and Mr. J. Woodrow, Cong.
Union of N. 8. and N. Brunswick ; Revs. J. G. Pike, Agent of Am.
Miss. Association ; R. H. Gidman, N. Y.; J. G. Baylis, St. John, N. B.;
J. Bevis, England ; S. T. Gibbs, Whitby ; E. Barker, Fergus ; J. Sal-
mon, B.A.,, Warwick; J. I. Hindley, Southwold ; E. C. W. McColl,
Stratford ; H. J. Colwell, Montreal ; T. Lafleur, Grand Ligne Mission,
do.; G. Desislets, Pastor of French Protestant Church, do.; J. Green,
Bible Society, do.; J. Alexander, 1st Bapt. Church, do.; Mr. W. M.
Peacock, Vankleek Hill.

The Standing Committees were then appointed, and the meeting was
closed with prayer by Rev. W. Clarke.

THURSDAY.

After the usual hour spent iu devotional exercises, during which an
account of the revival in Brantford was given by Rev. J. Wood, the
Rev. R. Robinson delivered the annual address from the chair—a mas-
terly production, which all who heard it will wish to see, and which we
therefore insert elsewhere in full. We bespeak for it a careful perusal.

The Rev. H. D. Powis, of Quebec, was then elected Chairman for
1869-70. Mr. Powis at first declined the honour conferred on him, but
after much persuasion he consented to act.

Rev. Mr. Marling then read the annual report of the Union, which
commenced with some interesting local allusions to Zion Church and its
beloved minister, the Rev. Dr. Wilkes. Mention is also made of the
manual on the weekly offering that had been prepared, and the Com-
mittee recommended that a copy of it, together with all the other neces-
sary apparatus, should be presented to every church that was willing to
adopt 1t. The address to Her Majesty, on the providential escape of
Prince Alfred from the murderous attempt- on his life, had been trans-
mitted through His Excellency the Governor-General, and Her Majesty
had graciously acknowledged the same through the Colonial Secretary,
with expressions of gratification at the sympathy manifested.
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The Committee compare the present with the past in the following
encouraging terms :—

¢ Those of our number who were present at the first mecting, and can
compare the condition of the body then and now, will find ample material
for encouragement. The churches have ‘multiplied’ to some extent, but
have still more manifestly ‘been edified.” Take them as a whole, they are
far stronger than they were fifteen years ago.” The Union itself is consoli-
dated ; it has worked well ; and the two sections have been helpful to one
another in many ways. The doubts and fears which some cherighed in regard
to this experiment are now unheard-of, and no one dreams of putting asunder
what God has joined together. The Missionary Society has safely made the
transition from the elementary stage of English control through a resident
agent to a more Congregational system of local self-government, by and by to
be perfected into that state of independence for which we, like our fathers
and brethren across the water, as in duty bound, do ever dpray. The College
has earnestly striven to adapt its course of study to the demands of an edu-
cated people and an inquiring age. The denominational periodical, for which
a vigorous plea was made in the first address delivered from the chair of the
united body, soon after saw the light, and ‘continues unto this day’ an
invaluable helper to our cause. A Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund has been
established, in which Montreal, by the default of other places, has had too
large a share. All these are signs of denominational progress, very visible
upon a survey of a period of some duration, though possibly escaping our
notice when viewed piecemeal year by year. There have been drawbacks, it
is true. All our hopes have not been fulfilled. Some paihful hindrances
have developed themselves.  There remains many a weak point in our condi-
tion. But these things must not make us unthankful or desponding. We
have a place to fill, and a testimony to bear in this rapidly-expanding Do-
ninion, and ‘for the Truth’s sake’ which we hold, Ontario and Quebec
could not afford to lose the Congregational Churches planted therein.”

The Committec congratulated the Union on the success which had
attended their petitions to the Ontario Legislature against the continua-
tion of grants to denominational colleges. It also felicitated the Pro-
testants of Quebec on the enlargement of their educational privileges,
and commended the Catholic majority for the spirit of liberality and
sense of justice which they had exhibited in granting the changes in the
educational law.

The report was accepted, and referred to appropriate Committees.
Matters of routine occupied the remainder of the morning.

The Committee of Arrangements, in order to facilitate the business
of the Union, and promote mutual acguaintance, provided a lunch on
Thursday and Friday in the basement, which, in addition to its sump-
tuousness and sociality, was rendered still more enjoyable by the toasts
(drunk in cold water and ginger ale) and responded to by a number of
gentlemen, both lay and ministerial, at the call of Dr. Wilkes.

3 p.M.—Rev. Mr. Marling read a communication from the Young
Men’s Christian Associatisn, addressed to the Union, inviting the mem-
bers to visit their rooms. Also a memorial from the Canada Temper-
ance Union, requesting the co-operation of the ministers of the Congre-
gational Union by preaching at least one sermon a year upon temperance,
and in forming Bands of Hope in connection with the Sabbath Schools.
The memorial was referred to the Business Committee, which, at a
subsequent session, reported a resolution, which was unanimously
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adopted, cordially responding to the memorial, and appointing Revs. W.
F. Clarke, J. A. R. Dickson, and Mr. H. O'Hara, delegates to the Tem-
perance Convention to be held in Toronto in September next.

A number of Delegates to Corresponding Bodies reported having
fulfilled their commissions, and the Union gave way to the Cong. Mis-
sionary Society, an account of whose annual meeting will be found
elsewhere.

MEMBERSHIP.

Various applications for membership, and letters of dismissal were
made, and referred to the appropriate committee, which reported from
time to time recommending the reception of the Revs. J. Salmon, E.
Barker, S. T. Gibbs, J. I. Hindley, and IL. J. Colwell, and the churches
at Edgeworth and Fergus. Objection having been urged, however, to
the incompleteness of the statement of doctrinal belief accompanying Mr.
Barker's application, his case was referred back to the Committee, which
subseqgently reported that the difficulty had been entirely removed by a
personal interview with him ; whereupon the applicants were severally
received. On recommendation of the same Committee, the application of
the Rev. C. Pedley was laid over until next annual meeting ; the Rev.
Jos. Elliot was dismissed to the sister Union of N. 8. and N. B, and the
names of the following extinct churches were removed from the roll :—
Barton, Bothwell, Erin, Grey, Hillsboro', Little Warwick, Massawippi,
Metis, and Springford.

THE MISSIONARY MEETING.

In the evening, a public meeting was held on behalf of the Congrega-
tional Missionary Society—Mr. J. G. Robertson, M.P.P., in the chair.

Rev. Dr. Wilkes read the Annual Report. .

Rev. T. M. Reikie then addressed the meeting. The report just read
made him think of the Book of the Acts of the Apostles—the first:
missionary report ever published. Christianity was essentially a mis-
sionary cause and an aggressive principle. In order to secure the pro-
sperity of a Church, three things were necessary. There must be a clear
apprehension of truth, the spirit of love, and the missionary spirit.

Rev. Mr. Powis, of Quebec, referred to the voluntary principle in the
support of religion, and to the progress it was making in Great Britain
and this country. Many high church dignitaries show themselves ready
to relinquish the places and honours and emoluments which they have
heretofore enjoyed, and to rely entirely upon the voluntary support of
the Church. As for themselves, they were not lahouring so much for
the promotion of Congregationalism as for the spread of Christian
truth, and he rejoiced to think that the points of agreement between all
the evangelical denominations were far more than the points of disagree-
ment. These were times when all were called upon to do something to
extend the Saviour's cause. The light of the Gospel was intended to
shine abroad in every land, and the leaves of the Gospel tree were for
the healing of all nations. It was the will of God that men, and not
angels or any other instrumentality, should be the means of the propa-
gation of the Gospel among men, and in every age those had been most
successful in winning souls to Christ who were most dceply convinced
that they were called to the work.

B
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ev. John Salmon gave many very interesting examples of the success
of a faithful, earnest spirit in winning souls.

The Rev. J. G. Pike, Agent of the Americau Missionary Association,
spoke on its hehalf. The Association was organized in 1846 by the
abolitionists of that day. It had done a great work in many places
outside of the United States. In Jamaica, among the freedmen, it had
expended over $100,000, and established five Congregational Churches,
He related the successive steps taken by the Association in the Southern
States, and said that it had now 167 mission stations, and was support-
ing 500 missionaries. Its disbursements were nearly $359,000 per year.
He made some very interesting statements showing the intellectual
capacity of the freedmen, and closed with an appeal for the prayers of
Christians in this country, and their pecuniary aid if they felt disposed.

A collection was then taken up, and the meeting was brought to a
close by the henediction.

FriDAY.

At the prayer meeting this morning, Rev. Mr. Thomas, of Toronto,
reported an extensive an§ long-continued work which had been going
on in his charge during the last eighteen months, during which time the
membership had increased three-fold. Within the last year, there had
been 53 additions to the Chureh, and since the beginning of the work,
not one, to his knowledge, had fallen away.

Rev. Enoch Barker also gave an interesting account of the remarkable
revival which had been going on in Fergus, Garafraxa, and neighbour-
hood. At one time this locality was considered an unusually dull and
unpromising one, and the extraordinary success which had attended the
work of a few clergymen and evangelists, was due entirely to an implicit
trust in the power of Christ's Gospel faithfully preached. The place
had been quite revolutionized, so much so that on the Queen's Birthday
an open-air religious meeting was held in Fergus, which was attended
by about 2000 persons, who listened to the preached word for three
hours under a burning sun.

The remainder of the morning was devoted to the College meeting,
reported elsewhere, and the

CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

The Rev. W. F. Clarke had been appointed spokesman for the Pub-
lishing Company. From his statements, it appeared that the circulation
of the Magazine had been slowly increasing, amounting at present to
about 1050 copies ; that it was just paying its way ; but that owing to
the large amount of arrears due from subscribers, some of whom were
indebted for 7, 8, and even J years, the proprietors were unable to im-
prove and enlarge it, as they were anxious to do. How to reach the
delinquents, or how long to wait for their slumbering consciences to
awake before cutting them off, were questions not very easily answered.
Prof. Cornish suggested the propriety of publishing their names, and
the proposal was generally regarded with favour. We hope, however,
that such an extreme measure will be rendered unnecessary by a prompt
payment of the arrears due.

Rev. W. Clarke strongly advocated the return to the coloured cover,
which had been abandoned on account of the expense it involved, and
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was assured that that, and several other attractive features would be
added, as soon as the subscription list would allow of it.

Rev. Mr. Marling thought that ministers might render effective ser-
vice to the Magazine, by employing a portion of their summer vacation
in canvassing and collecting for it—a valuable suggestion, which we
hope will not be lost sight of.

A resolution from the Business Committee was subsequently adopted,
commending the Canadian Indcpendent to the generous support of the
denomination throughout the Dominion.

AFTERNOON.

The Business Committee reported a resolution recognizing the mission

»of Rev. J. G. Pike to this Union, and commending the objects of the
American Freedmen’s Missionary Society, represented by him, to the
cordial and active sympathy of this Union, and the Congregational
Churches in this country. The resolution was adopted. The Rev. J.
G. Manly, of Toronto, then read a paper, prepared at the request of the
Union Committee, entitled, “ Why am I a Congregationalist?” which
the Witness report describes as “full of noble sentiments of the most
advanced liberal character—asserting the supreme right of private judg-
ment as to the meaning of the holy Scriptures, in teaching the way of
salvation, and repudiating all human authority over the mind with
regard to religious matters, whether of Fathers, Synods, Councils,
Church Standards, or man-made creeds of any kind.” But as the essay
is to be published in tract form, we will not defraud the copyright by
any synopsis of its contents.

EpucaTioN.

Mr. Manly’'s paper was followed by an address from J. G. Robertson,
Esq., M.P.P, on the recently enacted school law for the Province of
Quebec. Want of space forbids our giving any report of his address,
but it was conceded on all hands that the new law is a vast improvement
upon anything heretofore conceded to the Protestant minority, although
the provision for *superior education” is not yet what could be wished.
Resolutions were unanimously adopted expressing satisfaction with it
as a whole, and also with the action of the Ontario Legislature in ad-
hering to their policy of non endowment of Sectarian Colleges.

THE SOCIAL MEETING.

The meeting on Friday evening was of a social character. Tea was
served in the basement of the church, which has been greatly improved
in appearance and comfort since the fire, and the audience then repaired
to the upper part of the building, where the social repast was followed
by addresses, and music from the choir and the magnificent organ.
Rev. Mr. Mann conveyed to the Union the cordial salutations of the
Congregational Churches of New Hampshire, and gave some interesting
statistics with regard to the work of God among them.

Rev. Mr. Hardy, representing the New York Association, next ad-
dressed the meeting. He said he had never been out of the United
States before he came across the lines this week, and he had been try-
ing to feel like a foreigner, but could not do it, thanks to the kind and
cordial reception he had received from the brethren of the Union. He
had wished to know the experience of a stranger in a strange land, but
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had not yet been able to get a touch of it. Since coming across the
lines, he had heard more about the possibility of war between England
and the United States than he had ever heard in his own country.  He
had never heard it made the subject of conversation un the other side,
hecause no one ever thought of it. They did not think it possible that
there could be war between England and the United States. They
were too much accustomed to the unlimited Buncombe which was heard
so often in the United States, and in Congress from such men as Senator
Sumner and Senator Chandler, to give much attention to their fulmina-
tions. War between England and the United States would be a hor-
rible and world-wide calamity, the thought of which no Christian man
could endure for a moment.

The Chairman next introduced to the Union Rev. Mr. Desislets,
delegate of the Synod of the French Evangelical Churches of Lower
Canada. He said he felt grateful to these Protestant Christians, for
they had rescued him from Popery. If it had not been for their efforts,
and the efforts of other Christians, he would to-day have been knecling
before a waer. In the name of the Synod of French Protestants which
he represented, he thanked the Union for all they had done for his be-
nighted fellow-countrymen. Popery had made of his native land one
of the most miserable countries in the world. They mightfight Popery
in Ontario, in Nova Scotia, or in the United States, but they would not
be able to kill the beast. If they wanted to kill it, they must fight it
in Lower Canada. Did they wish to destroy Popery on this continent ?
Then they must strike it at the heart, and root it out of Lower Canada.

The Rev. R. Wilson and Mr, James Woodrow brought fraternal
greetings from the Cong. Union of N' 8. and New Brunswick, and spoke
briefly of the social and religious condition of the Maritime Provinces.
Letters were also read by the Secretary from a number of delegates
from corresponding bodies in the United States unable to attend.

SATURDAY.

After the usual devotional hour, the Rev. W. W. Smith read a very
interesting Narrative of the State of Religion.

Rev. Mr. Robinson made an appeal on behalf of the work of the
Indian Missionary Society.

Rev. Dr. Wilkes spoke of the Labrador Mission. The labourers of
this mission were Congregationalists, but it was also largely supported by
Presbyterians. A Miss McFarlane, from Maine, a real heroine, had
raised about 8500 in gold in the United States to give to this work, and
had herself gone thither. The people are mostly fishermen, and a church
is espablished among them under the charge of Rev. Mr. Butler. A
meutber of Zion Church, Miss Baylis, has also been toiling there for a
vear or two. A fine promising lad, named Goulet, had been taken from
this coast, and was now studying in this city. It was hoped that he
would hereafter do great good among this people.

Mr. C. R. Black presented the claims of the Widows’ and Orphans’
Fund.

Rev. J. McKillican reported the work of the Canada Sunday School
Union. A resolution was carried acknowledging its importance, and
commending it to the favour of the churches.
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The Secretary read an appeal on behalf of the Ontario Sabbath School
Association, and asked the Union to sustain it.

A resolution was also adopted commending the French Canadian
Missionary Society to the active sympathy of all our charches, and sug-
gesting that Sunday Schools he requested to co-operate with it in
supporting one or more scholars at the Point aux Trembles Institute,
according to ability.

The Finance Committee reported receipts, 8401.46 ; claims and un-
paid accounts, $543.54 ; and recommended that £2.25 be deducted from
the claim of each minister and one delegate from each church, to meet
the deficit. Also, that in consequence of the great expense incurred in
coming to Montreal, the Union in future meet there only every fourth
year. The report was afterwards adopted.

The Treasurer’s report, as subsequently audited and completed by the
Finance Committee, at the close of the meeting, showed the following
results :—Receipts—Balance, 855.57 ; Collection at public meeting, 1868,
$9.25 ; Church at Kingston, $16 ; Blank deeds, $15 ; Collection from
churches, 1869, $406.46 ; at public meeting, 1869, $27—Total, $519.28.
Disbursements—On account of 1867-8, 356.63 ; Committee’s and Secre-
taries’ expenses, $17.10; Printing Minutes and Statistics, $41.40;
travelling expenses, 1869, $364.56 ; expenses at Montreal, $13.63:
discount on silver, $4.63—Total, $497.95, leaving a balance in hand of
$21.33.

THE Lorp’s Day.

Most of the pulpits of the city being vacant, owing to the absence of
the ministers at Synods or Conferences, about 40 appointments were
filled by members of the Union. In Zion Church, the Rev. Mr. Dick-
son, of London, preached in the morning from Gal. i., 6-9, the subject
being “The Gospel, and how it may be perverted.” In the afternoon,
the Central and Mission Sabbath Schools were assembled in the church,
and were addressed by the Revs. W. W. Smith, G. Hardy and J. G.
Sanderson. In the evening, the Rev. E. Ebbs preached from 1st Peter,
iii., 22, “Jesus Christ, who is gone into Heaven,” after which the Lord’s
Supper was observed, the Pastor presiding, and the Revs. Messrs.
Clarke, senr., and Fenwick assisting in the service.

MonNDAY.

The order of the day, at 10 o'clock, was the reading of the paper pre-
pared by Rev. W. W. Smith, on “Revivals,” which, together with one
read later in the day by the Rev. E. Ebbs, on “ The best means of de-
veloping and employing the gifts of church members,” we hope soon to
present to our readers, and need not further notice here. The thanks
of the Union were deservedly given to these essayists for their excellent
papers.

ADDRESS TO THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL.

This being the first meeting of the Union since the accession of His
Excellency the Right Hon. Sir John Young to the government of the
Dominion, an address was voted to him congratulating him on that
event, assuring him of our constant loyalty to our beloved Queen ; ex-
pressing their high satisfaction at his firm adherence to the principles of
voluntaryism, and the civil and religious equality of all denominations



26 CONGREGATIONAL UNION OF ONTARIO AND QUEBEC.

in the eye of the law, and praying for the prosperity of the Government
and of the country. On motion, it was ordered to be signed by the
Chairman and Secretary, and presented by the Hon. J. S. Sanborn, and
Rev. Messrs. Ebbs and Marling, at the earliest convenient moment.

DELEGATIONS FROM THE WESLEYAN CONFERENCE AND CHURCH OF
SCOTLAND.

The Rev. George Douglas and tie Rev. Mr. Borland were then intro-
duced by the Rev. Dr. Wilkes, as a deputation from the Wesleyan Con-
ference. Mr. Douglas delivered a brief but very happy address, expres-
sive of esteem for the Congregational body, and admiration for many of
its writers and ministers. As a body, he said the Congregationalists
were perhaps the least of all tainted with bigotry. They had a splendid
record, and had ecclesiastically come out of the loins of the great reli-
gious thinkers of the seventeenth century, and he trusted they would
still hold fast the truth.

Rev. Mr. Borland followed, enforcing the necessity of a closer draw-
ing together of the two religious bodies to each other. He most heartily
reciprocated the friendly greeting which had been awarded to himself
and co-delegate.

A motion was enthusiastically carried, to the effect that the Union
had received the deputation with great pleasure, and hoped this in-
terchange of friendly feeling would be repeated.

The Chairman replied to the delegates in suitable terms, declaring
that both the Wesleyan and Congregational hodies were engaged in a
common cause, but had hitherto held too much aloof from each other.
He always rejoiced to hear of the spread of the Gospel, whatever the
instrumentality employed.

The Rev. Robert Campbell afterwards presented himself with similar
fraternal greetings from the Synod of the Canadian Branch of the Kirk
of Scotland, and was similarly weleomed.

Various resolutions ot thanks,—to John Leeming. Esq., for the
English Indepeudent and Christian I orld,—to the late Chairman for his
address,—to the several Railway and Steamboat Companies which had
reduced their travelling tares to members of the Union,—to J. G. Rob-
ertson, Esq., M.P.P., for his address on the School law,—to the Statisti-
cal Secretary,—to the proprietors of the Daily IFitness, for 75 cepies
daily,—to Mr. John Nasmith, of Toronto, for a donation of Temperance
literature,—and to the Young Men's Association and friends in Zion
Church, Montreal, for their services and “ ahounding hospitality,” con-
cluded the morning session.

AFTERNOON.

At 2.30, the Committee appointed to confer with Rev. Messrs. Pullar
and Allworth with regard to their withdrawal from the Union, reported,
recommending the acceptance of Mr. Pullar’s resignation, but suggesting
the propriety of postponing action upon that of Mr. Allworth until next
annual meeting, as they had not been able to fulfil their commission in
his case.

The Rev. Mr. Macallum, however, gave in a minority report recom-
mending that Mr. Allwortl's resignation be also accepted ; which, after
considerable discussion, was adopted.
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At the suggestion of the Nominations Committee, it was agreed to
hold the next annual meeting in Zion Church, Toronto, and Rev. Dr.
Wilkes was appointed preacher of the opening sermon (Rev. R. Robin-
son, alternate), and Rev. C. P. Watson Sabbath morning preacher (Rev.
J. G. Sanderson, alternate). The Rev. A. McGregor, and Mr. H. J.
Clark, of Toronto, were also requested to prepare two essays on “The
Training of the Young” for the next annual meeting, the former on the
ministerial aspect of the question, and the latter on the Sabbath School
work specially. The full list of delegates to corresponding hodies, &e.,
will be furnished in the minutes.

THE PuBLICc MEETING oF THE UNION

In the evening, was one of great interest. The Chairman presided,
and after the opening devotional exercises, observed that this was gene-
rally & meeting of a somewhat informal nature, and one whereat it was
customary to give an opportunity of speaking in regard to the distinctive
features of Congregationalism. They had no creed but the Bible, yet
there was a close harmony amongst them on the great fundamental
truths of Christianity. There were no such vagaries amongst them as,
he was sorry to say, were to be found amongst some religious bodies. It
such a thing should happen, so uncommon would it be,and so strange, that
the individual would be like the voice of one crying in the wilderness.

Rev. W. F. Clarke then delivered an address on the progress of Con-
gregational principles, as developed and developing amongst other
bodies. In so doing, he touched upon the points that constituted what
had been called the contra-distinctiveness of Congregationalism, namely,
four:—first, its principles in regard to the conmection of Church and
State ; second, the spirituality of Church membership ; third, the rights
and duties of the people ; and, fourth, Christian union.

In all these points, there was progress amongst other denominations.
With regard to the first, there was progress even in the Romish Church,
as witness Austria. Again, this was manifested in the movement for
the disestablishent of the Irish Church. The disestablishing of the
English Church would follow.

In other churches, a mere geographical membership was beginning to
give way before a converted membership, and Congregationalists had
pertinactously stuck to the purity of Church membership. With them,
conversion was the door to the Church.

That a recognition of the rights and duties of the people was growing,
was shown in the recent proceedings of the Anglican Synod in this city.
The occasional marks of a rising anger shown on that occasion were
only the incipient heavings of liberty. This had been seen also in the
Presbyterian Church in this country, who, when a congregation had
shown a determination to divide, had shrunk from exercising the strong
arm of authority.

In the United States, it seemed as if Methodism too would have to
relax in this direction. But along with the rights came the duties of
the people. This had always been insisted on by Congregationalists,
and 1t was being more and more acted upon by other bodies. Theyhad
alf\vé\ys maintained the right of any one to publicly proclaim the Gospel
of Christ.



28 CANADA CONGREUGATIONAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

The spirit of Christian Union, too, had always characterized Cougre-
gationalists, and they had, to some extent, been therewith silently lea-
vening other Churches, especially with their literature. It had been
asked, whither did all this progress tend ? It did not necessarily tend,
as had been asserted, to republicanism. It tended towards the Kingship
of the Lord Jesus Christ. It did not tend to democracy, but to a theo-
cracy, to putting the crown on the head of Christ, and crowning him
Lord of all.  There would never be uniformity. This was the bigot's
dream, not the saint's idea of perfection. The latter was the nearer and
nearer approach to the Lord Jesus.  He was the centre of love, and the
centre and attraction of unity, and that union would be perfectly real-
ized when the Lord should bring again Zion. The principle of close
communion had bheen a great barrier.  This and other prejudices must
be got rid of.  Congregationalism itself had made progress, even doc-
trinally, and though Christians might differ in their views as to the
nature =«nd period of the millennium, there were, even now, in Christian
Churches, signs of its sure and blessed approach.

Several impromptu farewell addresses followed, and the Union joined
in the hymn—seldom sung with deeper feeling—

¢ Blest be the tie that binds, &c.,”
and was dismissed with the benediction by the Chairman.

CANADA CONGREGATIONAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

The Sixteenth Annual Meeting was held in Zion Church, Montreal,
on Thursday, June 10th, at 3.30 p.m., J. G. Robertson, Esq., M.P.P.,
in the Chair. Rev. Evan McColl was appointed Secretary of the meet-
ing. After remarks by the Chairman, Dr. Wilkes read the introductory
part of the Annual Report, which adverted to the rapid enlargement of
the Dominion as a call to enlarged and comprehensive measures ; men-
tioned the importance to its welfare of the multiplication and consolida-
tion of churches after the New Testament model ; gave intimation of the
revival of the Lord's work in several stations aidef;)y the society ; and
stated that forty-five names were on the roll for the year, most of whom
had occupied their respective spheres of labour for the entire year. Three
of the students in the college had spent their vacation in evangelistic toil,
but as this had been without charge to the society, their names were not
included in the forty-five. The Colonial Missionary Society had granted
£500 sterling ; and had expended through other channels within the
Dominion an additional sum of more than equal amount.

The expenditure had been §500 in excess of last year, while the con-
tributions of the churches had been only $300 in advance ; this deficit
with ghe of equal amount last year, would compel the treasurer to draw
upon next year's funds for about 8500 to pay the July quarter, for which
the society was pledged. This fact rendered it imperative on the friends
of the society to increase their contributions by raising their standard ;
without this the present work could not be carried forward, much less
any wider effort. A larger grant than £500 was not to be expected
from England. The receipts from the five districts had been about
84,249, as compared with 33,933 the previous year. The expenditure
£6,686, as against 86,167 the previous year.



CONGREGATIONAL COLLEGE OF B. N. Al 29

The District reports were on motion held as read, and the whole
adopted and ordered to be printed. The new Committee, and the Dis-
trict Committees were elected, and stand thus :—General Committee,
Rev. Messrs. Wood, W. F. Clarke, Unsworth, Fenwick, A. McGregor,
Duff, Howell and Wilson; Messrs. P. Christie, A. H. Baird, P. W.
Wood, J. G. Robertson, J. McEwen, J. McNichol, J. Woodrow, Rev.
H. Wilkes. D. D, Sec.-Treasurer, Rev. J. G. Manly, Home Secretary.

ONTARIO WESTERN.—Revs. J. Wood, W. F. Clarke, W. Hay, T.
Pullar, J. A. R. Dickson, Messrs. C. Whitlaw, A. H. Baird, W. Edgar,
S. Hodgskin, H. Cox, J. Woodyatt, H. Mathewson, A. Malcolm. Rev.
W. H. Allworth, Sec.

ONTARIO MIDDLE.—Revs. J. G. Manly, F. H Marling, T. M. Reikie,
B. W. Day, Messrs. J. Fraser, Joseph Barber, D. Higgins, J. Robinson.
Rev. J. Unsworth, Secretary.

ONTARIO EASTERN.—Revs. K. M. Fenwick, E. Ebbs, Messrs. W.
Robertson, G. Robertson, sen., G. S. Fenwick, G. Chaffey, James Hen-
drie, John McEwen, P. Christie, Francis Hall. Rev. A. McGregor,
Secretary.

QUEBEC.—Reva. A. J. Parker, J. Howell, Prof. Cornish, Messrs. J.
Baylis, C. R. Black, C. Alexander, J. G. Robetrtson, H. Hubbard, J.
McNicol, P. W. Wood. Rev. A Duff, Secretary.

Nova Scoria AND NEW BrUNswICK.—Rev. A. Burpee, Messrs. Isaac
Burpee, jr., James Woodrow, H. P. Bridges, Arch. Barker, Capt. Cle-
ments, Hon. Freeman Tupper. Rev. R. Wilson, Secretary.

The meeting adjourned until 7.30 p. m., when to a somewhat large
audience interesting addresses were delivered by the Rev. T. M. Reikie,
Rev. H. D. Powis, Rev. J. Salmon, and also by Rev. G. Pike, of New
York, on behalf of the American Missionary Association.

CONGREGATIONAL COLLEGE OF B. N. A.

The annual meeting of the College Corporation was held in Zion
Church on Friday, the 11th of June, at 10 a.m., J. G. Robertson,
Esq., in the chair. Prayer having been offered by Rev. E. Barker,
Prof. Cornish read the report of the Session of 1868-9—a very en-
couraging one—from which we gather the following facts:—There had
been seven applicants for admission—of whom six were received on
probation, making a class of ten in actual attendance, an increase of four
as compared with last year. The reports of the Examiners are very
satisfactory. Two have completed their course of study, Messrs. Hind-
ley and Peacock, both of them since ordained ; the former in Southwold,
and the latter in Vankleek Hill and Indian Lands.

Dr. Lillie had formed a class for the instruction of the less advanced
students in elementary classics. Messrs. McGregor, Claris and Allworth,
hold the rank of under graduates of McGill University ; and Messrs.
Griffith and Wallace, who entered as Theological students, have since
resolved on taking the literary course, and are to be permitted to com-
mence it next session. The other students have taken such classes in
the Faculty of Arts as were deemed most useful to them. All have
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been engaged, more or less, during the session, and mast of them during
the vacation also, in preaching, Sunday School work, and week evening
services.

The Treasurer’s report shows receipts, including §1,138 from the
Colonial Socicty, io the amount of 22,743. Expenditure, $2,775.
Balance now due the Treasurer, $266. The Board respectfully urge a
more thorough canvass of the churches, many of whom contribute
nothing, for the purpose of permanently increasing the income of the
College, especially in view of the increased number of suitable young
men offering themselves for the work of the ministry.

The following resolutions were then adopted : —

1. Moved by Prof. Cornish, and resolved :—

That the Report now read be adopted and printed for circulation, and that
the following gentlemen be the Board of Directors for the ensuing year :—
Chairman, %(ev. Henry Wilkes, D.D.; Treasurer, Mr. James P. Clark ;
Sccretary, Rev. George Cornish, M. A.; Directors, Revds. A. Lillie, D.D., F.
H. Marling, K. M. Fenwick, A. Duff, Alex. Macdonald, Ed. Ebbs; Messrs.
C. Alexander, Henry Lyman, W. 8. Goodhugh, James Baylis, P. W. Wood,
H. Vennor, Wm. Patterson, J. C. Beers, Theo. Lyman. And that Messrs.
% . B. Learmont and Robert Mills be requested to audit the accounts of the

reasurer,

2. Moved by the Rev. Edward Ebbs, and resolved :—

That this meeting desires to give expression to the strong conviction it
entertains of the necessity that exists, especially at the present period of the
world’s history, for a Ministry of sound religious belief, and thorough intel-
lectual and literary culture ; and it respectfully urges the churches to a con-
stant and ever-growing interest in the efforts of the College to provide such a
Ministry.

3. Moved by the Rev. John Wood, and resolved :—

That this meeting, whilst recording its gratitude for the prosperity of the
College during the past Session, humbly acknowledges that without the help
and favour of Almighty God, the work of man is vain, and, therefore, it
requests the churches, as heretofore, to observe the second Sunday in October
as a day of special prayer that the Divine blessing and guidance may attend
all the operations of the College during the coming Session.

4. Moved by the Rev. Robert Wilson, and resolved :—

That the cordial thanks of this Corporation be given to the Colonial Mis-
sionary Socicty for the large and valuable pecuniary assistance rendered by
it to the College during the past year.

The meeting was then brought to a close by prayer and the benedic-
tion.

;  WIDOWS' AND ORPHANS FUND SOCIETY.

The annual meeting of this Society was held on Thursday afternoon,
June 10th. The Rev. A. Duff, of Sherbrooke, was called to the chair,
and the Rev. J. Wood acted as minute secretary. Rev. A. J. Parker led
in prayer. The following beneficiary members were present : Revs. W.
Clarke, W. F. Clarke, A. Duff, A. McGregor, J. Howell, Dr. Lillie, R.
Lewis, F. H. Marling, D. Macallam, J. Unsworth, J. Wood, A. J. Parker.
There were also present as delegates, Messrs. R. Thompson, of Guelph
J. G. Robhertson, of Sherbrooke, and J. Turner, Bond St., Toronto.
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Mr. C. R. Black, Secretary of the Board of Directors, read the Annual
Report and an abstract of the Treasurer’s accounts, which were as fol-
lows :—

TwELFTH ANNUAL REPORT oF THE DIRECTORS OF THE CONGREGATIONAL MIN-
1STERS' WIDOWS' AND ORPHANS' FUND, PRESENTED AT THE ANNUAL
MEETING OF THB SOCIETY, RELD IN MONTREAL, 10TH JUNE, 1869.

Your directors beg to report as follows : The year now closed has passed,
through the kindness of God, without leaving a blank among our beneficiary
xl"_x‘xex{:ben, for which we desire to express our gratitude to our Heavenly

ather.

The fund, having no new claims upon it, shews a most gratifying increase,
your invested capital now amounting to £9,070, bearing interest on $2,870 at
7% ) and tho balance at 8%, while the increase in capital over 1868 is about

We still regret to notice, however, that the collections from the churches,
although about the same in amount as last yewr, are considerably less than
those of 1867, and we would again urge upon our beneficiary members the
importance of bringing this subject regularly before their churches, with a
view to obtaining an annual collection. Through some oversight of the church
officers, we notice that Zion Church, Montreal, has not given us a collection
this year, an omission which we hope may be rectified.

During the year four meetings have been held, members present being
respectively, b, 7, 6. 7. The membership of the Society is as follows: —

Beneficiary members, 25.

Revs. Allworth, W. H. Revs. Howell, J. Revs. Reikie, T. M.
“  Black, R K. ¢ Lillie, D.D., A. ¢ Sherrill, E. J.
*  Clarke, Wm, ¢ Lewis, R. ¢ Sanderson, J. G.
“  Clarke, W. F. ‘“  Marling, ¥. H. ¢ Sykes, S.
‘  Duff, Arch’d. ¢ Macallum, D. . nsworth, J.
‘““ Day, B. W, ¢“  McGregor, A. ¢ Watson, C. P.
¢ Eliot, J. ‘  McKillican, J. ¢ Wheeler, J.
“  Hay, Robt. “  Parker, A. J. ¢ Wilkes, D.D., H.
“  Wood, John.

Life Members, 20—as per last year's list.

Churches by one Delegate, 13, viz.:—Southwold, Listowel, Guelph, Lanark
Village, Sherbrooke, nnoxville, Waterville, Stouffville, Bond Street,
%oronbo, Zion Church, Toronto, Granby, Southwold, and Northern Church,

oronto.

Appended to this will be found the Treasurer's statement for the past
year, duly audited by the society’s auditors, Messrs. Winks and MacDougall

The whole respectfully submitted.

Cuas. R. Brack,
Secretary.

ABSTRACT OF TREASURER’S ACCOUNT, CONGREGATIONAL MINISTERS’ WIDOws’
AND OrrHANS’ Funp, 1st JUNE, 1869.

1st June, 1868—Balance on hand .........cccooiireiiiniiiii e, 8233 10
1st June, 1869—Received from Beneficiaries .................. 8284 00
¢ Churches........c....oouuvenennn 137 13
“ Interest on Investments ... 702 20
« Donation, Mr. A. Duff...... 4 00

1127 33

81360 43
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Disbursed :—
Annuities paid ..........ocooiviiiiiiiiiii e 8310 G0
Expense account, postages, &c ... By
Loan to Trustees, Zion Church 1050 00
1364 70
Balance due Treasurer .......oooovvviniiiniiniiiieeneeennenns eereereeneeans 84 27
E.&O. E
J. C. Barrox,
Trcasurer.
INvESTMENT OF FUNDS OF SOCIETY.
7/—Bailleurs du Fond, Samuel Jackson. e eeer et ereeeiarraaraans $622 50
7%—Loan to Trustees Zion Church ......... . 2250 00
8, —Montreal Permanent Building Society.................. . 4350 00

87, —Provincial “ ST UUPIRRUN 1850 00

Increase on the year, $816.90.

Examined and found correct,

GEORGE WINKS.
WiLLiaM MacDoucaLL.

The reports were received and adopted, and the following gentlemen
were appointed Directors for the year 1869-70 :—Messrs. C. Alexander,
P. W. Wood, A. Savage, J. C. Barton, C. R. Black, J. Baylis, J. Pop-
ham, R. Dunn, J. McClure, R. C. Jamieson.

The Revs. J. Brown, H. J. Colwell, J. A. R. Dickson and S. N. Jack-
son were received into beneficiary membership.

Mr. J. G. Robertson, of Sherbrooke, was requested to present the
claims of the Fund to the Union. (Mr. C. R. Black, of Montreal, after-
wards did so in Mr. Robertson's stead.)

It was resolved to ask the churches throughout the Dominion to take
up collections in its behalf on the first Sabbath in September, or as soon
after as possible.

Letters were read from the Revs. E. Ebbs and R. Hay, with regard to
the refunding of premiums paid into the Fund to beneficiary members
leaving the British North American Provinces, which, together with the
questions raised by them, were referred to the Directors for their con-
sideration, and report thereon.

The Society then adjourned, to meet in June, 1870, in Zion Church,
Toronto.

CROWDED OUT.

The Narrative of the State of Religion, by the Statistical Secretary ;
Notices of the Annual Meetings of Canadian Ecclesiastical bodies, and
some other matters, are unavoidably postponed till August.
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The BHome Department,

THE SCULPTOR OF BRUGES.
BY MARIE SIBREE.

There was no fairer city to be found on the Continent than Bruges, in
her palmy days, when her canals were crowded with vessels from every
land, when her storehouses were overflowing, and her burghers many and
wealthy.

But this is long ago, and the modern tourist finds the grass growing in
the once busy market-place, the harbour almost deserted, and the ancient
Flemish streets nearly silent. Yet Bruges has not lost her quaint beauty ;
her palaces, churches, and public buildings remind us that once she was
second to none of the cities of Europe ; nor have time or reverses of for-
tune robbed her of one charm ; for by night and day her unrivalled car-
rillons still ring out, filling the air almost incessantly with the sweetest
1music—

¢ Low at times, and loud at times,
Changing like a poet’s rhymes,
Ring the beautiful, wild chimes,
From the belfry in the market,
Of the ancient town of Bruges.”

But we do not want to carry our readers to the deserted city of to-day,
but to the Bruges of three centuries back, that bowed beneath the Spanish
yoke ; to the time when her quays and marts were thronged with citizens;
back to the days of chivalry, when her nobles lived romances.

On the third of May, an annual festival was held (and is, we believe,
observed to this day), to commemorate the return from Palestine of
Thierry D’Alsace, Count of Flanders, who, for his great services in the
Holy Wars, had been presented by the King of Jerusalem with, what he
blindly believed to be, a few drops of the Saviour’s blood. This blood
had been “ marvellously preserved on a sponge, with which Joseph of
Arimathea had wiped the hands and feet of Christ, after the taking down
from the cross.” The supposed relic was enclosed in a bottle, ornamented
with gold, and brought by Thierry to Bruges with great porp, and de-
posited in “ La Chapelle du Sang de Dien.”

This third of May, long ago, rose in cloudless splendour, and a golden
sunset found the fine streets and squares crowded with burghers in holi-
day attire; children and young women were everywhere to be seen, carry-
ing chaplets and baskets of flowers, the hum of voices mingling with the
rising and falling of the musical bells. The principal ceremony of the
festival was a procession by torchlight ; and the impatient citizens, who
had assembled in the square near La Chapelle, long before the appointed
time, gladly hailed the deepening twilight. The musicians of the several
guilds were arranged near the little chapel, and amused the crowd hy
playing favourite national airs, for this was not exclusively a religious
festival. Before the twilight had quite faded, the authorities of the city,
in almost regal costume, attended by the members of the council, with
banners and trumpeters, took their places in the square ; then the playing
ceased, the laughter and conversation amongst the crowd were hushed,
and as the first torch was lit, 2 hymn rose from the band of musicians.
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The door of the heautiful little chapel was now thrown open, towards
which all eyes were directed, and six or seven boys, dressed in white
tunics, hearing censers, took up their stations each side the steps. A
massive silver crucifix was horne hefore a priest, arrayed in gorgeous
vestments, carrying, on a velvet cushion, a small ohject that glittered
with jewels.

The hymn died away as another priest, in crimson and gold, lifted the
sparkling bauble (said to contain the Saviour’s blood) from the cushion,
and exhibited it to the multitude. The people all sank on their knees
as the relic was elevated, some with an expression of sincere adoration on
their countenances, and others scarcely hiding the indifference and half-
scepticism they felt. For a few minutes this posture was maintained,
while a prayer and benediction were being uttered ; but before these were
ended a tumult arose in one corner of the square.

We have said that all knelt; but there was one solitary exception.
Notwithstanding the scowling looks directed towards him, and the
twitches given to his garments by those within reach, or the earnest
whispered entreaty of some to “kneel down,” one man had remained
standing with his arms folded, paying no heed to the wishes of the
people around him. He was a man of about thirty years of age, with a
large, finely-shaped head, his face hearing marks of close study and toil,
and his eyes deep set and intensely bright.

As he gazed on the prostrate crowd and the group on the chapel steps,
a glow of mingled pity, scorn, and indignation kindled on his cheek, and
made his bright eyes flash. The defiant attitude of this man instantly
caught the attention of the priests and they angrily motioned him to bow
down ; but he utterly disregarded their gestures, and kept his arms still
folded, and his head and body proudly erect. This was an indignity
that could not be overlooked ; the first signs of heresy must be imme-
diately crushed ; and before the benediction was concluded, a hand was
laid on the offender’s shoulder, and a stern voice commanded him to kneel.

] shall not,” quietly replied the bold offender, who was 2 sculptor,
and a native of Bruges; “I don’t believe in such childish exhibitions. I
will kneel to God, but not to a glass bottle, decked out with jewels like
a lady’s finger. It is an imposition.”

“ Havea care how you blaspheme the holy relic,” exclaimed the soldier,
tightening his grasp of the sculptor’s shoulder.

Some of the people renewed their whispering entreaties, just to bend
and make the sign of the cross ; but the sculptor turned to them with a
gentle pitying look, saying:—

“ Poor creatures ! how long will you believe in idle fables? The Sav-
iour did not shed his bluod that it might be kept in shrines or caskets,
but that it might be sprinkled on the hearts of sinful men. I will wor-
ship the Saviour, but not his cross ; no, mor even his precious blood, were
it possible such a thing could really be preserved.”

The people had risen, and all eyes were directed towards the object of
so much disturbance. The zealous Catholics used violent language, and
looked at the herctic with horror ; a few of the citizens secretly admired
a courage they dare not imitate, while they admitted the truth of his
words—but they kept at a distance ; while the sculptor stood, calm and
fearless, in the midst of the confusion he had created.
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The relic was hastily carried back into the chapel, and after & brief
consultation amongst the ecclesiastics, two or three soldiers were directed
to conduct the heretic to prison. The sculptor made no resistance ; but
when the people saw his hands bound, and remembered the glorious
works that those hands had performed, works that had reflected honour
on their city, there was a revulsion of feeling in his favour, even amongst
the true Catholics. They besought him, almost with tears, to make one
sign. The soldiers, too, were moved, and offered to unloose his hands
if he would comply. ¢ Will you give up all hopes of future fame and
glory ¥ said a good-natured citizen. *It is few blocks of marble or
chisels you will touch again, if the holy Inquisition lays its finger upon
you.” The words touched a tender chord ; a look of pain contracted the
sculptor’s fine face, and something like a tear glistened in his eye, as in
that brief moment passed in review all his by-gone toils and sacrifices,
and the bright future that now seemed opening before him. Must he re-
nounce every ambitious hope, and bury his genius in a cell, and perhaps
lose his reason, under the maddening tortures of the Inquisition %
“ Only make one sign of the cross, master,” said a young woman, with a
sleeping baby in her arms, thinking the sculptor’s face showed signs of
relenting.

“Never!” said the prisoner, regaining his composure. “I will not
imperil my immortal crown for a corruptible wreath of laurels ; this the
Inquisition may wrest from me, the other is beyond their reach; and
their cruelties will but send me the sooner to wear it.”

By this time it was nearly dark; and the soldiers, anxious to take
their places in the procession, which was already forming, hurried the
sculptor away and consigned him to the city prison.

The grandeur and excitement of the ceremony that followed, banished,
for a time, the remembrance of the bold heretic’s protestation from the
minds of most of the burghers. But some of the people could not for-
get ; he had given a tongue to their own secret convictions, and silently
they followed in the wake of the pageant. Hundreds of torches and
cressets lit up the streets, as it passed along; and the picturesque scene
was reflected again and again in the calm waters of the canals, as the
procession crossed the numerous bridges that form so prominent a
feature in Bruges. The relic, enclosed in a magnificent casket, was
borne in state under a canopy, and sick people were carried to the win-
dows of the houses that they might receive the full benefit to be derived
from the sight of a silver box and a velvet cushion. All night long the
revelry was kept up; and it was not until morning broke that the gay
crowd dispersed, and stillness settled over the city for a few hours, ere
the business of another day commenced.

The belfry chimes were telling the drowsy citizens that it was eight
o'clock, on the morning of the fourth of May, when a priest emerged
from the side door of the little chapel and wended his way towards the
prison. The remainder of the night, until this hour, had been spent by
the priests in serious debate. The sculptor’s heresy had been half-sus-
pected by some of the brethren for several months ; but his genius and
popularity had hitherto led them to wink at his non-attendance at the
services of the church. This open protest, however, had taken them all
by surprise, and in their first indignation they would have handed him
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over to the mercies of the Inquisition. This course was, however,
strongly opposed by a few members of the ecclesiastical council ; they
urged that mild measures might prove effectual in restoring him to the true
faith, while such harsh treatment as the Inquisition dealt out would be sure
to strengthen his prejudices. This heretic promised to be the first sculp-
tor of the age, and Bruges would lose more than the Church would gain
by ahortening the life of her most illustrious citizen.

“ Perhaps,” suggested one, who loved the sculptor’s art, ¢ the fiattering
notice of the Spanish King, or incessant labour has turned his brain.”

Two or three humane brethren assented ; and finally it was agreed
that a young priest, named Cuthbert, should visit the prison to ascertain
whether a night spent in confinement had restored the captive's sense
and calmness. Cuthbert had been most earnest in the sculptor’s de-
fence ; he had known him all hislife—they had been boys together ; and
although advanced years found one in the college and the other in the
studio, yet the old friendship remained. The brethren reasoned that,
knowing the sculptor’s strength and weakness well, Cuthbert would use
the right weapons, and bring forward the most convincing arguments ;
and the young priest himself, as he set out on his painful errand, enter-
tained great hopes of success. '

But his friend had acquired a fresh strength, of which he knew no-
thing, and this crisis was developing powers and principles that Cuthbert
had never measured, or even suspected. There had always been one
bond of sympathy between the two friends, and that was their passion-
ate love of the beautiful ; in all other things their characters were as
unlike as their features. Yet even this same passion differently in-
fluenced the two men. With the sculptor it was a purifier, lifting him
above sensual and worldly delights: it was ever drawing him upwards,
in his earnest pursuit after what was true and perfect. Naturally
devout, he tried to satisfy his yearnings by the gorgeous religion estab-
lished in his country ; but here disappointment met him at every step ;
the legends of the saints disgusted him hy their improbability and
childish nonsense : their lives suggested nothing that his own imagina-
tion had not surpassed.

Many paths he followed, and was bewilderingly attracted for a time,
and thought that surely he had found what he sought ; but all ended
in disappointment, until Providence placed the Bible in his hands.
Then, for the first time, he understood the true character of Christ,
which the Romish Church so distorts in her representations. Here was
something beyond his loftiest conceptions, the embodiment of his ideal
of true beauty and purity that no art on earth had ever faithfully por-
trayedy At first it was only as an artist that he read the sacred volume,
and looked upon the *altogether lovely” One. But while he gazed upon
spotless purity, a new consciousness stirred within his soul—a conscious-
ness of self and sin ; and as he sank lower and lower in his own estima-
tion, the other grew in heauty and majesty ; and by the light of holiness
the sculptor saw himself as too dark and impure to he worthy of even
looking at One who “ knew no sin.”

But He who pierces only to heal, presently revealed Himself as a
Saviour as well as a God. ~ After displaying His own riches and match-
less beauty, and opening the eyes of the sculptor to see his spiritual
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poverty and nakedness, a voice, “borne inward,” was heard, saying,
¢ All this that thou seest desirable in Me may be thine own ;—holiness,
purity, unchanging beauty, everlasting life. 1 purchased them all for thee
with My own blood ; only look unto Me, and all that I have is thine.”
The sculptor believed the word and looked ; and straightway his bands
were loosened, his wound was healed, and new life thrilled through his
soul. His beloved art, forgotten for a while in his search after the per-
fect and true, became then the one great outlet for his religious feelings
and convictions ; the light and warmth of his new faith infusing itself
into his works, and making them the wonder and admiration of all
beholders.
(To be continued.)

EXAMINE YOUR FAMILY PAPER.

The N. Y. Ezaminer and Chronicle advises Christian parents to scru-
tinize the papers which they admit into their family to form the mind
of their children. Of such a paper it says:—

If its editor evidently rakes the country with a fine-tooth comb, to
gather up in one sheet the distinguished details of vice and immorality ;
if, not content with the telegraphic summary of rapes, murders, seduc-
tions, he sets beforeyou allthat “ourown correspondent,” writing from the
back office, saw, heard, or conjectured,—stop the paper at once! Never
mind the year's subscription. Stop it now, while your blood is up!
Such a paper isn't fit for you to read, still less for your children.

The religious tone of our secular papers should also be watched, for
they dabble in religion nowadays. Pretty much all of them seem to
have some part to play, if it’s only the fool’s, in that conspiracy to give
the American people over to rationalistic materialism whieh is now being
organized.

The criminal is assiduously taught that he is “a poor unfortunate
creature—more to be pitied than blamed ;" and so on, to the end of the
chapter.

Now, we say to a Christian father who finds such utterances as these
in his daily paper, and who has children old enough to read—stop that
paper.  One house isn’t big enough to hold that paper and the Word of
God. If you have occasion to familiarize yourself with such opinions,
resort to the sources of this editor’s inspiration, which are only too
numerous, and take them in their full strength, not in this namby-pamby
dilution. But do not, as you value the souls of your children, submit
them to influences which will train them to believe that they are in no
wise accountable for their sinful state ; and that the only escape from it
is by a course of medical treatment and free gymnastics.

“But if I stop my paper, what shall I do for the news?” Better no
news than no God ; and that is what your paper means when you come
to the last analysis. A little pains will, however, enable you to find
some paper which is edited on Christian principles.

SOME ONE MUST PRAY.

The social life of heathen nations is penetrated through and tirough
by their religion, and the commonest duties in the fami? , in business,
C
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and in travel, are identified with religious observations. It were well
if Christian nations were equally scrupulons. We give an illustration
from the S. S. Times.

A man of learning and talent, but an unbeliever, was travelling in
Manilla, on a scientific expedition. He was escorted by a native of rank,
and, as they were about to start, the native with the refined politeness
which characterizes the Orientals, requested the white stranger to pray
to his God. This was probably the only thing he could have been asked
to do without being able to comply; and on his declining, the native
said, “Well some God must be prayed to, so you will excuse me if I pray
to mine.”

“Full many @ shaft at random sent,
Finds mark the archer never meant.”

So it was in this case. The unbeliever was rebuked by a heathen,
and the man of science who had gone there in quest of natural curio-
sities, returned, having found the “pearl of great price.” IHis nexf visit
is fo bs as a missionary to preach Christ.

LAY PREACHING.

“1 want to tell,” said an American minister, * what a layman did for
me in Greenfield, Massachusetts. I was only sixteen years old. My
mother had died in the previous December. I was driving the cows
home toward evening through a slight rain. A man with an umbrella
overtook me, and, holding it over me, said, ‘my boy, those are fine cows.’
‘Yes, snid 1, ‘ they are fine’ ¢ Why that one with the short horns and
broad back is a Durham !” His interest in what interested me won me.
After a while he asked,

« Have you got a mother ¥

“ No, sir,” said I, “she died last winter.”

“What was the last thing she said ¥"

«Q, sir, the last thing she said was, ‘ My God have mercy on these
children I’

“ Well, my boy, ain’t you a Christian ¢

“No, sir.”

“Why ain’t you ¥”

“T expect it is because I love sin so much.”

Fixing his eyes eagerly on mine, and shutting his umbrella so as to
grasp my hand with his right hand, he said :

“ What, my boy, and you not a Christian %"

“No, sir,” said I, with streaming eyes, “ but I want to be.”

“ And then he talked to me so gently and kindly that I never shall
forget it, O the power of a seasonable word ! It was lay preaching.”

s

“WHOM HAVING NOT SEEN YE LOVE.” I Per 1,8
For THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

““Not having seen” our Lord
Who dwells in light above,

We yet adore him 1n his word ;
‘“Having not seen,” we love :

We muse on all he did below,

Till Love’s celestial ardours glow.
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We have ‘‘not seen” those eyes
Whence floods of sorrow rolled :

Their light was quenched in agonies
Unequalled and untold ;

‘‘No more shall trickling sorrows roll

From those dear windows of his soul.”*

““Not having seen” that lip
Whence heavenly love distilled
The streams of grace at which we sip,
Our hearts with joy have thrilled ;
When shall we hear the heavenly voice
That bids angelic powers rejoice ?

‘‘Not having seen” that face

Once ‘““marred” with lines of grief ;
Now beaming with celestial grace,

Of beauteous objects, chief ;
We love the man who came to die,
But ‘“captive led captivity.”

We love :—but O how cold
Are our best passions here !
Inflame them Lord ten thousand fold,
Till Christ our Life, appear !
Then shall each soul with bliss be fraught ;
And seeing, love thee as we ought.
Tilbury. W. B., Sen.
*Dr. Watts.

Brotish und Forergn Becord.

The Tract Society waxes stronger and stronger. Its issues for the
year were 850 millions of pages—imagineit! Over 200 new publica-
tions had been brought out.

Our Missionary Society, the Colonial, to wit, held a more cheering
anniversary than usual—the attendance being better, and the report
ially interesting. The mention of this field was brief but brotherly.

e Society'’s income had increased to £4000.

The Austrian government is measuring swords with the Papacy, or at
all events, the sword and the crozier. The Bishop of Luiz has been com-
pelled to appear before the civil courts for opposing the new law of
“civil marriage.” So far, the government has been firm and successful
in asserting its authority.

The London Missionary Socicty was treated by Dr. Mullens, the
Foreign Secretary, with a report of singular power, characterized by a
statesman’s grasp of thought and administrative skill, an orator's ar-
rangement and expression, and a Christian’s fervent sympathy. The
Society has now obtained the £10,000 additional income asked for a
few years ago. The work is generally prosperous.
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The House of Lords has done its best to spoil the Scotch Educational
Bill by preserving the denominational schools from becoming national.

—————

The Lords have been wise enough to accept the Church of Ireland
Bill so far as to pass it to its second reading, but are endeavouring to
mutilate it in Committee. The danger that they might reject has caused
a freer discussion of the utility of the Upper House than England has
entered upon before. The Bishops distinguished themselves in the
debate, especially those of Canterbury, St. David's, and Peterborough ;
the x}l‘chl»islmp of Dublin, Dr. Trench, was a disappointment on the
occasion.

The Congregational Union of England and Wales met in Finsbury
Chapel, London, on the 13th and 16th of May. As usual, the chief
feature of interest was the Chairman’s address. It did not disappoint
the high expectations which Mr. Dale’s name excited. His theme was
“Christ and the Controversies of Christendom,” and with great power
did he set forth how the personal Saviour solved the various questions
of the age, whether those of Rationalism on the one hand, or Romanism
on the other, whether connected with the relations of the Church and
the State, or with the social condition of the people.

Our brethren are feeling their way to a Sustentation Fund, somewhat
after the manner of the Free Church of Scotland, whereby the strong
may help the weak. The principle was adopted by the Union, and a
Committee appointed to carry out the details. We are not very san-
guine of their success, for Independency, genuine or ultra, stands in the
way. The power to create a pigmy “interest,” whenever half-a-dozen
members take a tiff, is too precious a privilege to be sacrificed for such
minor objects as the consolidation of churches, and the proper mainten-
ance of an efficient ministry.

The question of that amount of recognition of denominational good
standing, which is afforded by publication of a minister’s name in the
Year Book list, again troubles our brethren. The Union itself being a
voluntary organisation, it would not at all serve to make membership in
it essential to recognition ; and on the other hand, admission into the
Union is so easy, that dubious men may creep in through a side-door.
The English Independent (June 3, page 546) well points out how any
minister, who is a member of a church in connection with the Union,
may become a personal member of that body on payment of five shillings
a year, and so be entered on the official list, although not recoguised,
and even,rejected, by a County Union or Association. The attempt
has often’been made in the Canadian Union, to make the holding of the
pastorate of an associated church entitle a minister to membership ; but
it has been felt, on the other hand, that unwary churches may so often
be imposed upon, that the Union ought to retain the power of receiving
ministerial members in its own hands. The Association system, at the
same time, is so incompletely adopted as not to furnish a sufficient test ;
so that we are compelled to spend some portion of the time of each an-
nual meeting over these  membership cases,—perhaps not an unwhole-
sume discipline, after all, albeit somewhat tedious and debate-provoking.



OFFICIAL. 41

The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland is endeavouring to
reform the Law of Patronage,—of course, in the direction of giving more
power of choice to the congregations. This movement completed, and
Disestablishment effected (which will come to pass in a few years), the
way will be open for the reunion of the now “dissenting” churches. If
we live to be old, we may see that day.

The Pope’s ious invitation to his separated brethren, that they
become reconciled to the Holy See at the Ecumenical Council, does not
seem to be appreciated by those whom it concerns. The Patriarchs of
the Greek Church tell him that he is no better than themselves; and
various Protestant bodies are protesting anew against all the claims he
puts forth. We do not expect that one solitary heretic will be annexed
to the Roman Church on the occasion.

The Vice-Chancellor has decided the Reading case (to which we re-
ferred in May, at page 430), in favour of the right of the Church
to dismiss a minister. He said, “The submission o the minority is the
principle on which civil society is formed. It is a principle essential
for that reasonable harmony which is necessary for the societies, great
and small, civil or religious. Unless the law were so settled, nothing
could follow but confusion and defeat of the very purposes for which
these congregations are formed.”

Offrcral,

ADDRESS TO THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL

* The following is the text of the address from the Congregational Union to
Sir John Young, adopted at the recent Annual Meeting.

To His Eucellency the Right Honorable Sir Jorx Young, Beart., G.C.B.,
G.C.M.@G., Governor General of Canada, dc., &ec., &c.

““MaY It PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY :—

““The Con, tional Union of Ontario and Quebee, consisting of
Ministers and Lay %elegates of Churches of the Congregational or Indepen-
dent Order in the said Provinces, in offering their congratulations to your
Excellency upon your accession to the Government of the Dominion, beg to
renew the assurance of their constant loyalty to their rightful sovereign,
Queen Victoria.

“The Congregational Union rejoice to find themselves, in the person of
your Excellency, under the rule of one who has proved himself, in other
dependencies of the Empire so faithful a servant of the Crown and so true a
friend of the people; and they are assured that your Excellency’s adminis-
tration of the Government of Canada will be alike honorable to yourself and
beneficial to this growing country.

¢ With especial gratification have they observed your Excellency’s empha-
tic adherence to the principle, which they hold of such fundamental impor-
tance to the welfare of the Cburch and the State, to wit, that the members
and ministers of all religious communions are to be regarded as standing
upon a perfectly equal footing before the law, no class receiving any peculiar
favours from the civil power. The Congregationalists of Great Britain have
ever held that churches should be sustained by the voluntary contributions
of their members ; and here they have stedfastly refused all subsidies from the
public treasury, asking from those in authority no more than the common
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right of all citizens, that of being protected in the peaceable exercise of their
own religion.

““The prayers of the members of this Union will be continually offered to
the King of kings, that he may bestow every blessing upon your Excel-
lency, and that under your administration the Dominion of Canada may not
onli/ extend its borders, increase its population, perfect its government and
multiply its resources, but above all may be distinguished by that ¢ righteous-
ness” which ‘‘ exalteth a nation.”

*“ Om behalf of the Congregational Union of Ontario and Quebec, meeting
in Montreal, 14th June, 1369.

(Signed) “H. D. Powis, Chairman.”
“F. H. MarLING, Secretary.”

On Monday, June 21, the deputation from the Union, viz., Hon. J. S.
Sanborn, Rev. E. Ebbs and Rev. F. H. Marling, waited upon his Excellency
Sir John Young, by appointment, at Rideau Hall, Ottawa, and presented
the above address, to which the following reply was given.

“To the Congregational Union of Ontario and Quebec.

“I thankfully accept your congratulations, and feel much flattered by
the terms in whicﬂ you are pleased to speak of my services in other parts of
Her Majesty’s dominions.

‘“You have not misinterpreted my views, that ‘the welfare of the Church
and the State’, in other words, the promotion of truth and the prevalence
of religious sentiment amongst the people, are best promoted by a complete
toleration, and ‘by placing the ministers and members of all religious com-
munities on an equal footing before the law and, in their relations to the
State’. This position of affairs is, I venture to think, most desirable of attain-
ment. Its attainment should be sought earnestly, but ever within constitu-
tional limits, with caution in touching ancient institutions, and care not to
innovate beyond the necessities of the case, so as to set the example of
reverence for justice, and reconcile the conservative elements of society.

‘ Circumstances have proved favourable to Canada in working out the
change in accordance with the enlightenment of the times, and the matured
judgment of the people.

‘I humbly trust that in all time to come the beneficial effects we anticipate
will be felt in the general prevalence of harmony and good feeling, in habits of
order and the practice of domestic virtues, so that while, under Divine
favour, Province after Province is added to the Confederation and large
increase to the number of its inhabitants, there may be found, throughout
all the wide borders of the Dominion, the evidences of sound religious con-
viction and the homes of a wise and understanding people.

(Signed) “JonN Yourg.”

Blank Chapel Deeds.—Blank Deeds for Congregational Chapels in Ontario,
in duplicate, one copy on parchment and one on paper, with instructions for
filling up, &c., prepared by order of the Congregational Union, and adapted
to the requirements of the latest Registration Law of the said Province, may
be ohtained on application to Mr. A. Christie, 34 King street east, Toronto,
or to the undersigned.

Price §3 per set, payable in advance.

F. H. MARLING,
Secretary-Treasurer,
Congregational Union of Ontario and Quebec.
Toronto, 24th June, 1869.

Widows' and ! Fund.— Received from the Listowel Church 82 00,
Guelph Church 810 00.
Montreal, 21st June, 1869. J. C. BarToN, Treasurer.
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VaNgrLREK HiiL aNp INDIAN LaNDS—ORDINATION OF MR. Wat. M. Pea-
cock.—The Churches at Vankleek Hill and Indian Lands, having united in
asking the services of Mr. W. M. Peacock as their pastor, several ministers
were Invited to visit each of the localities, that suitable ordination exercises
might be enjoyed. On Wednesday, 16th of June, those at Vankleek Hill
were conducted amid a numerous congregation filling the house of prayer.
Rev. W. Lumsden, M.A., Head master of the Grammar School, conducted
the introductory devotional services, and Rev. D. Macallum, of Markham,
preached ; after which the usual questions were asked of the candidate, and
of the church, by Rev. F. H. Marling of Toronto. The answers were full,
clear, and satisfactory, indicating right apprehensions of the work of the
christian ministry and of the pastoral office. Mr. Marling led the assembly
in the ordination prayer. The charge to the g;:tor was given by Rev. Dr.
Wilkes of Montreal, and that to the people by Mr. Marling. A meeting of
a very interesting and solemn character was held in the evening, which was

resided over by the pastor, and addressed by the Rev. Messrs. Lumaden,
arling, and Wilkes. The labors of Mr. Peacock appear to be highly ap-
preciated in this place. On the next day (Thursday) similar services were
conducted at Indian Lands, 24 miles distant. Here the Rev. Dugald Mec-
Gregor preached in Gaelic, his son, Student D. McGregoi, having first given
out a psalm and read the Scriptures, and Dr. Wilkes having prayed. In this
instance, the usual parts were taken by Dr. Wilkes and Mr. Marling in re-
versed order, questions being asked and ordaining prayer offered by Dr.
Wilkes, the charge to the pastor given by Mr. Marling, and that to the people
by Dr. Wilkes. The attendance was large, and, as on the previous day, ap-
parently much interested, we may hope greatly impressed and benefitted. An
evening meeting was announced for 8 o’clock, at which, after an address in
Gaelic by Mr. McGregor, the other two ministers gave to a numerous as-
sembly interesting statements concerning the recent meetings of the Congre-
gational Union, the Missionary Society, the College, and Canadian Inde-
pendent Co. Mr. Marling very happily pressed the claims of the Magazine,
receiving some response in the way of new subacribers. The weather, during
the two days was pleasant, while all concurred to fill the visitors with hope
that should his health be re-established, Mr. Peacock will find in this wide
field a sphere of much comfort and of great usefulness.

The Young Men's Association, in connection with Zion Church, had a
social meeting in the lecture hall on the evening of the 13th inst., to which
they invited the congregation. It was free—no tickets having been issued,
and though the weather was not propitious, quite a number accepted the
invitation, and passed a very pleasant evening.

The young ladies did the honours of the table, which was loaded with good
things ; after tea, time was allowed for conversation and microscopic exami-
nation, several microscopes having been kindly lent for the evening.

The President, Prof. Duff, then took the chair, and the business of the
evening was gone through with. It consisted of an address from the Chair-
man anent the doings and design of the Association, a short encouraging
address from the pastor, singing by the church choir, and by several young
ladies and gentlemen, piano solo and readings. This Association is doing a
good work among the young men of the congregation in bringing out their
literary talent; and as the religious element is by no means ignored (all their
meetings being opened by prayer and reading the Scriptures), the influence
on those young men who are not professed Chriatians is very salutary.

They have fortnightly meetings umongst themselves, at which they have
essays read and criticized, readings and debates, interspersed with music,
vocal and instrumental.
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Might it not be advantageous for sume of our sister churches, who have no
Associntion of the kind, to commence one? Let it be managed by the young
men themselves, and they will go into it with a will. It might add to the
interest and pleasure of the meetings were our pastor’s suggestion acted upon,
and the Association to inelude the young ladies also. B.

Montreal, 21st May, 1869,

London, Ont.—A letter just recoived from Rev. J. A, R. Dickson says i—
¢ Last night, the Church decided upon the crection of a_parsonage at the
cost of §2200, to be finished by Oct. 1, 1869. It will bea buildinf worthy of
the Church and the city. Other things requiring to be done will bring the
expenditure up probably to $2500. We have the lot, a very fine one too.
The contract is let, and the work will be begun at once.”

Presentation to Rev. E. Barker.—A number of admiring friends recently
presented Rev. E. Barker, of Fergus, with a purse of money as a token of
esteem, and a slight acknowledgment of his services as a minister of the
Gospel since he came to reside in this neighbourhood. We did not hear the
exact sum, but understand it was between $75 and $100. During the time
Mr. Barker has been here, his general conduct as a minister and a member
of society has won for him gulden opinions from parties belonging to all con-
gregations, and wo feel justified in saying that as his acquaintanceship ex-
ten?ls, the number of his friends will increase.—Fergus News Record.

Rev. ¥. H. Marling.—The esteemed Pastor of Bond Street Congregational
Church has for some time past conducted a large and interesting Bible Class.
A social gathering of the class, with their pastor, and a few invited guests,
took place on Tuesday, June 29th. After tea, the tables were removed, and
the meeting was organized by Mr. F. B. Whittemore, the chairman, who
explained briefly the special object of their meeting together, which was,
they wero aware, to present to Mr. Marling a token of their high regard for
himself personally, and their gratitude for his unremitting labours in leading
them forward in the study of Divine Truth.

Mr. Caxton and Miss McBride then, in the name of the class, presented
the valuable gift which had been proviously selected, accompanying it with
an address, beautifully engrossed on parchment. The present consisted of
a most beautiful tea set, comprising a salver, coffee pot, toa pot, cream jug,
and sugar bowl—the salver bearing a suitable inscription.

Mr. Marling replied in appropriate terms, assuring the class of the pleasure
he had always experienced in the labours, which he was happy to know they
s9 highly appreciated. He trusted they would in due time resume_their
meetings with renewed interest, and that they would not be satisfied with
anything short of being in Christ. Addresses were delivered by Rev. Dr.
Liilic and Rev. R. T. Thomas ; and the interest of the occasion was further
enhanced by several pieces of music, sung in an effective manner by the
choir of the church.

The above Bible Class, we are enabled to add, has been attended weekly
by frgm 25 to 50 persons of both sexes, chiefly young people, though no
limit'is set as to age in either direction. All who are old enough to follow
the teaching, and not too old tu be taught, being cordially welcomed. The
Epistle to the Hebrews has been the subject of study during the last two
sessins. The meetings have been held on Monday evenings at eight o’clock.
In the Pastor’s absence, sume other minister has generally been secured to
give an address on sume Biblical subject. A swmmer recess is taken during

uly and August. Besides the immediate work of a Bible Class, the mem-
bers of it have conducted several highly successful soeial meetings or re-
unions for the benefit of the Building Fund. It is proposed to make the
organizativn still more widely useful in Christian work of various kinds.
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THE ONTARIO FARMER:

A MONTHLY JOURNAL OF
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