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Ao
IS GOING ON

Assembly’s Sabbath School
mittee cares for about 3,000 schools.
These contain upwards of 300,000 teachers
and scholars,

The reports at the spring meeting of the
committee indicated a year's faithful work
and many signs of advancement.

IN TaE FreLp

The summer schools in the Maritime Pro-
vinees and in Toronto, and the effective work
of Mr. Burnie, the 8.8, Field Secretary of the
Montreal Presbytery, are telling in the pro-
motion of better teacher training and organ-
ization,

The Home Missionary Superintendents in
the far West report to the Sabbath School
as well as to the Home Missions Committee.
Dr. Carmichael was able to say of Manitoba
and of the North-West Territories—one can
hardly realize the importance of this an-
nouncement—*‘ In every place where there
is material for a Sunday School, there is a
Sunday School organized.”

Dr. Herdman, as already mentioned in
Ease axp West, told of the promise of the
schoolsin the Presbyteries of Kootenay to
support a home missionary; also of the
schools in the Kamloops Presbytery. The
Presbytery of Edmonton has decided that its
missionaries shall be at liberty four Sundays
in the year to drop their ordinary appoint-
ments and visit theirSabbath schools. This
will give a new impulse to the work and

bring the congregations and the schoolsinto -

closer touch.
Mr. Logan, the Synod of British Columbia’s
8.8. Convener, reports that our Lesson Helps
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and Papers are used almost universally
throughout the Synod.

A summer school is to be held in Edmon-
ton in May, at the cloge of the Synod, Emi-
nent teachers are to be present, including
Professor Marcus Dods, of Edinburgh, Scot-
land. Conventions are also to be held at
Yorkton and Dauphin on the whole work of
the Church. The Home Department of the
Sunday School will receive special attention,
Mr. W, R. Sutherland, of Yorkton, tells of
families won to Christ through undertaking
to instruct their children in the Lessons from
the Home Stupy QuarTerLy supplied by the
General Assembly’s 8, 8. Committee,

Teacuer TrAINING
Plans are being made for putting the
Teacher Training Course in the form of book-
lets. This will take time. Meanwhile, it
will be continued in the 'Teacurrs MoNTHLY
as formerly. The outlook for it is full of
interest. The desire to take advantage of its

courses of study is widespread.

A New Prorosal
A very important proposal is' to be sub-
mitted for the approval of the General As-
sembly, namely, a Scheme of Supplemental
Lessons, to occupy not more than ten min-
utes each Sabbath, and to be given partly
from the Superintendent’s desk and partly
in the classes. The scheme is a very simple
one and can be used in the smallest scliool,
It includes the Catechism and the present
Scripture Memory Passage, at least a verse a
Sabbath, to which are to be added some in-
struction on the books of the Bible in their
order, contents, chief places, personages and

" events, some of the great hymns of the
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church, and a question, with itsanswer, each
Sabbath on missions. If adopted, the Sup-
plemental Lessons will do much to systema-
tize the knowledge of the scholars and thus
enable them to profit more by the ordinary
Bible Lessons. The question a Sabbath on
missions is suggested in response to the
General Assembly’s instruction to the Com-
mittee to consider the feasibility of syste-
matic instruction on missions in the Sabbath
schools. It will be a step distinctly in ad-
vance of any other of our Canadian churches.
The adoption of Supplemental Lessons will
bring our.schools into line with a very
general movement throughout Canada and
the United States.

e

W—AND THEN :
“Withyyqy alway.” This is the ringing
matign € the risen Redeemer, that
éimti between Himeelf and His fol-
oyarth has been abolished.
ce cannot part the Saviour from His
More than once, during His life,
healing power residing in Him had
ached those lying on beds of pain faraway.
Nay, had He not felt the failing pulse and
seen the glazing ¢ /e of His dying friend over
the wide space that lay between them.
Locks and bolts did not prevent the risen
Christ from standing suddenly amongst the
amazed disciples, He is free from all
limits of space. Though we climb the moun-
tains or cross the oceans, He is still near.
The tenderest human ties are severed by
the cruel knife of death. Few hearts have
not been made to bleed by that remorseless
stroke. We follow our loved ones, until
they enter “the undiscovered country from
whose bourne no traveller returns,” and they
vanish from our tear-dimmed sight, leaving
us to long
“for the touch of a vanished hand,
And the sound of a voice that is still.”
But He who lay in Joseph's tomb has come
back tous from that unknown land. He lays
His hand again in blessing upon our heads.
His voice falls with its old-time music on our
ears.
Most terrible of all separations is that of
mistrust. The destruction of confidence has

Now—and Then

often riven the bonds of closest friendship,
and driven asunder the nearest kindred.
What pains the Saviour took, during His
resurrection life among men, to remove all
grounds of disbelief. By convincing the
most stubborn doubter of the eleven, He has
given us a faith which unites us securely to
Himself.

“With Christ.” So the apostle gave
words to His hope in full view of death. e
was not about to fare forth upon an unknown
sea. His bark was under the care of a safe
and trusty Pilot, who would bring him
without fail *“ to the haven of his desire.”

Christ with us now, is the guarantee that
we ghall be with Christ then. Ours will be
a share in the glory of His victory., For we
may besure, that the Captain will not grudge
a part in the fruits of conquest to the hum-
blest private who has fought in the ranks.

That is not all. We shall be like Him.
To our dim and intermittent views of His
character here we owe all that is good in us.
How we shall be transformed when His full
glory bursts upon our clarified vision !

And this heavenly companionship will be
permanent. We shall abide continually in
the presence of the King. For ever our
hearts will be ravished with His love, and
our blessed hours spent in the highest and
holiest service.

)
HOW I GOT AND HOLD MY CLASS
By Mise Harrie Olver_

Five years ago, after a course of study in
our Teachers’ Training Class, I was given
six girls ranging in age from 9 to 12 years,

At first I found it hard work, but, as I
made the personal acquaintance of each girl,
it became comparatively easy. A smile
would flit from face to face at first, when I
welcomed each scholar with a handshake
and a few words of greeting, and it was
difficult to get them to tarry for a moment
after the school was dismissed to say “Good-
by’ to me and to one another, but in a few
weeks they began to like it, and now it is
sometimes necessary to ask them to go.

The class has since grown front6 to 12,
and I try to remember that each one isa
member of a family, and often a special
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point in the lesson is enforced and illustrated
by a family experience, the telling of which
brings us all nearer to one another.

In maintaining discipline I find that it
does not help matters to become annoyed.
Professor John Adams says that, if a teacher
has a quick temper, it is a good plan to go
to school with the mind prepared for some-
thing disagreeable. Not that we should go
ready to find fault, but that we should be
strung up to a pitch of preparedness that
enables one to meet any emergency.

To develop and preserve a class spirit, we
have a class name, and a class motto, ‘“‘Shed
a little sunshine, ere the sun shall set each
day.”” We have had a class photograph
taken, and we meet socially in the different
homes. In summer we have occasional
Saturday outings.

Lastly, we have entered into a covenant
to pray for one another—they for me, and I
for them, each one especially, and by name;
and with thirteen prayers going up daily to
God from one class, we are sure to have His
blessing.

He has been very gracious to our class,
Seven of the twelve have professed Christ,
and are now in full communion with the
church, one of them being a primary
teacher.

Montreal
Sia Y

HEREDITY AND ENVIRONMENT
By _Frederick-Tracy, B.A., Ph,D,

If I plant a healthy hyacinth bulb in a
rich, warm soil, and give it plenty of sun-
light, air and water, I may reasonably ex-
pect that in due time it will put forth ite
bud, and develop to maturity its beautiful
and fragrant flower. Change any one of
these conditions and the result will be al-
tered. Plant the bulb in a vessel exhausted
of its air, or in a room devoid of sunlight,
and the beautiful flower will be awaited in
vain. Or, let the soil be ever so rich, the
air ever o pure, the sunlight ever so bright
and warm, and if, instead of a healthy bulb,
I plant a feeble, scrawny specimen, or if, in-
stead of a hyacinth, I plant a daffodil: in
any of these cases the outcome will differ
accordingly.

Obviously these various factors, that to-

gether determine the resalt, and each of
which plays an essential part in that deter-
mination, may be arranged in two classes,
those that belong to the nature of the plant
itself, and those that belong to its sur-
roundings. The former may be called the
intrinsic and the latter the extrinsic factors,

In the life of every human being the influ-
ences that help to determine the outcome
are many and varied ; and some of these
also are intrinsic, while others are extrin-
sic. Every child is born of a certain stock,
and comes into the world with a certain
native temperament, which, we say, is his
by virtue of heredity. On the other hand,
every child, from the moment of his birth
lives and moves in an environment which,
in countless subtle ways, exerts its influence
upon the development of his powers and the
unfolding of his life.

The influence of heredity is so potent that
some have been disposed to regard it as
virtually fixing the character of the child
once forall, so far as the determination of
the sort of man he is to be, is concerned.
Others go to the opposite extreme, and
maintain that if the environment were made
what it ought to be, and exerted itg pressure
consistently from the outset, practically
every defect could be remedied, and every
evil tendency rooted out of human character,

Both statements are exaggerated. Each of
these factors is potent, but neither is omni-
potent. The two girls, M. and J., described
in an earlier article, the onc descended from
a line of rough, strong, self-willed, and
somewhat boorish ancestors, the other from
delicate, high-strung, sensitive ‘stock, could
never be made exactly alike by any con-
ceivable environment, acting in any con-
ceivable way upon them, And yet, no
doubt, the influence exerted upon them in
the school did much to reduce the relative
predominance of their most salient quali-
ties, and to bring about a better co-ordina-
tion between these and the other qualities of
their personality ; so that the net result was
a more evenly-balanced disposition, with a
larger measure than would otherwise have
been possible, of that control which is so es-
eential to the highest character.

Into the mysteries of heredity we shall
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not enter at present. It is a practical ques-
tion from the racial, rather than the indi-
vidual standpoint. For the teacher, face to
face with his pupils, this factor in the prob-
lem is already given. It is, even for him,
however, a practical question, in the sense
that it behooves him to understand as fully
as he may, just what the factor is; or in
other words, what is the hereditary disposi-
tion of each pupil; so that He may wisely
weave into that warp the woof of his per-
sonal influence and teaching.

The teacher’s vital and immediate concern
is with the environment, or so much of it as
he can in any way control. And this word
‘““environment’’ stands for every possible
influence that can affect the child from with-
out. Hence the teacher's personality, his
manner, his voice, his look, hig reputation
in the community, as well as the positive
teaching which he imparts, and the way in
which he imparts it,—all these are elements
in the child’s environment. No sensitive
plant was ever as sensitive to its surround-
ings as the normal child is to his. No pho-
tographer’s plate responds more surely and
promptly to the solar ray than does the soul
of the average child to the influence of his
surroundings. This does not mean that the
child is passive, but that he is plastic, res-
ponsive and imitative to a high degree.

Every teacher should appreciate the subtle
potency of the environment, and the won-
derful responsiveness of the average child
thereunto. Only then will he be in a posi-
tion to do his part in bringing about the
triumph of the best elements.

University of Toronto

L———————

T
THE HYMN BOOK OF THE AGES
[The Second of Two Articles]
By Rev. Prof. John E. McFadyen, B. A.(Ozon.)

“God is the great reality of the Psalter—
almost more real than the grief and persecu-
tion which drove the psalmists to Him.
They sometimes forget their pain and be-
wilderment when they see it against that
‘“mercy of God,” which is ‘“all the day”
(52:1). Just here the Book of Psalms has
a notable contribution to offer to practical
religion. 8¢ long as gin and gorrow continne

The Hymn Book of the Ages

to be largely introspective there will always
be the danger of forgetting the inspiration of
the mountains and the seaand the “‘splendid
breadth of the open sky.” There is a mag-
nificent objectivity about the Psalter which
comes as a much needed tonic to a too an-
alytic type of religion. Not without mean-
ing are Psalms 103 and 104 placed together.
The simple juxtaposition reminds us that
the God who grants forgiveness and healing
is also the God whose glory is scattered about
the earth—upon its hills and valleys and
sens—and whose goodness finds food and
shelter for beast as well as man. The Psalms
do much more than search the depths of the
heart, and more is needed. They take us
out into the open air, and make us lift up
our eyes to the starry heavens (8, 19) and to
the mountains of God. There are psalms in
which man holds hardly any place at all ;
nothing is to be seen but sky and earth and
the glory of God. How bracing, for exam-
ple, is the psalm which describes the storm
sweeping from Lebanon in the north with
its sevenfold peal of thunder across the land
to the wilderness of Kadesh in the south—
whirling the oaks, shivering the cedars,
stripping the forests—while the angels in
heaven look on with pride and shout
“Glory | (29). Psalms like these, besides
refreshing the spirit, and enlarging and in-
vigorating our conception of religion, will
help to recover the lost art of adoration.

In many respects the Psalms are immeas-
urably superior to every other collection of
hymns, and not least in the extreme sim-
plicity with which they utter the noblest reli-
gious truth and express the elemental things
of religion.

O Jehovah, thy love is in the heavens,

Thy faithfulness reacheth to the skies ;

Thy righteousness is like the mountains

of God,

Thy judgments are a great deep (36 : 5, 6).
The largest things in the universe were
the only things with which to compare the
justice and the mercy of God. These men
were at home with thoughts of infinity and
eternity. In yet another respect is the
superiority of the Psalter incontestable,
namely, in its emphasis upon the moral ele-
ments in religion. The psalms are never

-
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flabby or sentimental, but always strenuous
aud severe. They believe and rejoice in the
stately worship of the temple. There is no
time when the psalmist is so glad as when
they say to him, *‘ Let us go to the house of
Jehovah!” (122:1). Bus they never allow
themselves to forget that acceptable worship
must be the fruit of a true life, and that the
only man who dare ascend the holy hill is

the man of clean hands and a pure heart,
The Psalms are great because they have
seized upon the eternal things. The ex-
perience of humanity is concentrated in the
Psalter, which some one has described as
““the whole music of the human heart,swept
by the hand of its Maker.”” That is why age
cannot wither its infinite variety, and why
in the praises of Israel men lift up their
hearts to God while the world stands.—The
Messages of the Psalmists (Scribner's Sons).
M) oLy
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robber, who in an in-
ommitted murder. He was
w” Pilate, on the demand of the
nstead of Jesus,

h’-sai’-da. The name means ““house
winting or fishing,” It was a town on
the Lake of Galilee, near the point where
the Jordan entered. It was rebuilt by Philip
the Tetrarch and named by him Julias, in
honor of the daughter of the Emperor
Augustus. Near it was the solitary grassy
place where Jesus fed the 5,000.

/-ga-re’-a Phi-lif’—pi 3 or Caesarea of
Philip, as distinguished from Csesarea on the
coast of Palestine, was a city at the foot of
Mount Hermon, at the main source of the
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// Bible Dictionary for Second Quarter, 1904

Jordan. It was rebuilt by Philip the Te-
trarch, and named in honor of the Emperor
and himself. Peter’s memorable confession
was made nearby, Matt. 16 : 13; Mark 8: 27.
Ca-per/-na-um, *‘The village of Nahum,
or consolation.” A town on the north-west-
ern shore of the Lake of Galilee, now gen-
erally identified with Tell Hum, where there
are extensive ruins of an ancient city.
Cho-ra’-zin. Atown, probably near the
Lake of Galilee. Along with Bethsaida and
Capernaum, it was condemned for not turn-
ing its privileges to account, Matt. 11: 21 ;
Luke 10:13.
De-ca’-po-lis,
cities.”

‘“An association of ten
A district commencing where the
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plain of Esdraelon opens into the Jordan
valley and expanding eastward, dominated
by ten associated Greek cities,

E-li’-as. That is, Elijah, One of the
earliest and greatest of the prophets, Alon
with Moses, he appeared on the mount o
Transfiguration as the representative of Old
Testament prophecy, to do honor to Jesus,
Matt. 17 :4; Mark 9: 4 ; Luke 9 : 30,

Eph’-pha-tha. The imperative of an
Aramaic verb, signifying'' be opened.”

Gal’-i-lee. The most northerly of the three

rovinces west of the Jordan, into which
lestine was divided under the Roman
rule. It was the chief scene of the ministry
of Jesus. The lake of the same name is fed
by the Jordan, and, though its water is
fresh, was called a sea, becanso of its extent.

Gol’-go-tha. ““A skull.” The place
close to Jerusalem, but outside the city
wall=. where Jesus was crucified, 'I'ne name
is derived from the shape of the place, in
which “ the two eyeless sockets, the over-
hanging forehead, the lines of the nose, the
mouth, and chin” can be seen, Calvary is
aname for the same place, derived from a
Latin word of like meaning.

Is’-ra-el. A namegiven to Jacob and his
descendants.

James and John. See Zebedee,

Ju’-das. Surnamed Iscariot (“'of Kerioth,"
Jogh. 15: 25) the betrayer of Jesus, His
surname distinguishes him from another of
the twelve who was named Judas (Luke® :
16 ; John 14 : 22),

Ma’-ry. Called (Matt, 28:1) ‘‘the other
Mary,” to distinguish her from Mary Mag-
dalene. She was mother of James the Less
and Joses, Matt. 27 : 56,

/.

-da-le’ne, A native of

Magdala, on the south-western shore of the
Lake of Galilee. Out of her Jesus cast seven
devils, and she became one of his most de-
voted followers, She wasone of the women
at the cross, and of those who went to anoint

after His
first after

the Lord’s body on the third da
burial. To her Jesus appeare
His resurrection.

Lesson Calendar:
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Mo’-ses. The great Hebrew leader and
law-giver. Not permitted to enter the

romised land, he viewed it from Mount
glebo, where he died, and was buried by the
hand of God, Deut. ch. 34. Asthe repre-
sentative of Old Testament law, he appeared
with Elijah, and conversed with Jesus in the
mount of Transfiguration, Matt. 17 : 3, 4,

0l’-ives, Mount of. East of Jerusalem and
separated from it by the valley of Jehosha-
phat (Zech. 14. 4); closely connected with
the closing events in our Lord’s earthly
house, and the scene of His ascension.

Pe’-ter. The Greek form of the Aramaic
surname Cephas. meaning “a rock,” which
Christ bestowed on Simon, brother of An-
drew, and one of the twelve apostles. He
wasa native of Bethsaida (John 1:44), and
afterwards lived with his family at Caper-
naum, Matt. 8: 14 ; Luke 4 : 38,

Pi’-late. Pontius Pilate, the procurator
of Judwea, appointed about 26 A.D. A pro-
carator was the agent of the Roman Emperor
in certain provinces, known as imperial
provinces, He received the revenues and
paid them into the Emperor’s private ex-
chequer. Pilate is infamous for his unjust
sentence upon Jesus, in compliance with the
clamor of the Jews.

8i’-don. An ancient city of the Canaan-
ites (Gen, 10 : 15) on the sea-coast, about 22
miles north of Tyre.

od’-om. One of the five cities in the

lain of Jordan, Gen. 23: 10. With at

east three others of these cities, it was de-
stroyed by God for its wickedness,

By’-ro-phce-ni’-ci-an. A Phenician of
Byria, as distinguished from Libypheenicians
or Pheenicians of Libya in North Africa.

Tyre. An important city of Pheenicia. It
was a place of great antiquity, In the
region of Tyre and Sidon, our Lord healed
the daughter of the Syropheenician woman,
Mark 7 : 24-31.

Zeb’-e-dee. The Greek form of a Hebrew
name meaning ‘‘Jehovah hath endowed.”
The husband of Salome, and father of James
and John.

Second Quarter

Six MoxTis witn THE SyNopric GOSPELS

+vvvvveiJesus Vigits Tyre and Sidon.  Mark 7 : 24-37.
+vevvui Peter Confesses the Christ. Mark 8 : 27-38,

vevvnenneorJosus Transfigured. Mark 9: 213,
‘ The Mission of the Seventy.

Luke 10 : 1-16,

v+ Prayer and Promige. Luke 11 : 1-13,
« Watchfulness, Luke 12 : 35-48.

+++ The Prodi

. Jesus Teaches Humility.
ver.

| 8on. Luke 15: 11-24,
Mark 10 : 3545,

Matt. 26 : 17-30.

+o:The
+ee0 .Ohrist's Trial Before Pilate. Mark 15 : 1-15.
o0 Christ Crucified. Mark 15 : 22-39.

“vvevrvesChrist Risen,

<o REview,

Matt. 28 : 1-15.
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Lesson V. PRAYER AND PROMISE May 1, 1904
Luke 11: 113, Commit to memory vs, 11-13. Read Luke 10: 25-42.
GOLDEN TEXT-Ask, and it shall be given you ; seek, and ye shall find,—Luke 11: 9,

1 And it came to pass, 1 that, as he was Frn ying in
a certain %L\ce, when he ceased, 2one of his d sciples
said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, 3as Jonn also
taught his disciples,

2 And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, 40ur
Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name,
Th?' kingdom come, & Thy will pe done, as in heaven,
50 In earth,

3 Give us day by day our daily bread.

4 An? forgive us our sins; for we 6also forgive
every one that is indebted to us. And 7lead us not
into temptation ; & but deliver us from evil,

5 And he said unto them, Which of you shall have
a friend, and shall £o unto him at midnight, and say
funto h(m, Friend, lend me three loaves ;

6 For a friend of mine 10 in his journey is come to
me, and I have nothing to set before him ?

7 And he from withinshall answer and say, Trouble
me not : the door is now shut, and my children are
with me in bea ; I cannot rise and give thee,

Revised Version—! Omit that; 2that; 3even ; 4 Father; t
$ Omit but deliver us from evil; 9t0; 19 is come to me
is a father shall his son ask a loaf, and ; 1igive,

done, as i heaven, so on earth; 6ourselves; 7bring;
from a journey ; 11avise ; 12 And of which of you that

DAILY READINGS

M.—Prayer and {;romlse. Luke 11: 1-18, T.—Sin-
cerity in ‘prayer, Matt. 6: 5-15, W.—Calling upon
God, im 1 10-21, Th,—Ready to -hear, Fsalm
#:1-17, F. edy answer, Dan, 9: 37, 1623, 8.—
According to His will, 1 John5: 915, 8.—In the
name of Jesus, John 16 ; 23-33,

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 20. Did God leave all
mankind to perish {n the of sin and misery? A,
God having, out of his mere good pleasure, from all

8 I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give
him, because he is his fr ond, vet because of his
importunity he will 1 rise and give him as many as
he needeth,

9 And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given
you; seek, and ye shall find ; kuoek, and it shall be
opened unto you,

10 For every one that asketh receiveth ; and he that
seeketh findeth ; and to him that knocketh it shall be
opened.

11 121f a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a
father, will he give him a stone? or if 7 ask a fish,
will he for a fish give him a serpent?

12 Or if he shall ask an egg, will he 1soffer him a
scorpion ?

13 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good
gifts unto your children : how much more shall your
heevenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that
ask him?

Hallowed be thy name ; & Omit Thy will be

eternity, elected some to cverlasting life, did enter
into a covenant of grace, to deliver them out of the
estate of sin and misery, and o bring them into an
estate of salvation by a Redeemer.

LESSON PLAN
I. The Prayer of Prayers, 1-4,
II. AnIllustration to Encourage, 5-8.
II1. A Promise to Confirm, 9-13,
8—Book of Praise, 1; 301 ; 108 (Ps,

Lesson
Sel.); 320; 580 (from Primary Quarterly) ; 106

EXPOSITION o
By Rev. Professor R, A. Falconer, LL.D,, Litt.D., Halifax, N.S.

Time and Place—Novem
29 A,D.; somewhere in Persea.

Connecting Links—Jesus soon followed
the seventy through Northern Galilee and
Perza. The seventy had returned, and re-
ported that even the demons were subject to
them in Christ's name, ch. 10: 17. The
Lesson belongs to some stage on the journey
to Jerusalem.

I. The Prayer of Prayers, 1-4.

V. 1. 43 he was praying. Luke’s gospel
gives special prominence to the prayers of
Jesus, It mentionsseven occasions on which
Jesus prayed, not roted in the other gospels,
chs. 3:21;5:16;6:21;9:18;9:29;11:];
23: 34, 46. Prayer meant so much to Jesus.
One of his discip’es ; perhaps one who had not
heard the Sermon on the Mount. Matt. 6:
9-13. Teachustopray. They had not learned
to pray, as they might have done, from the
prayers in the Psalms and the prophets.
John ; John the Baptist. Taught his disciples.

ecember,

This is not recorded, but probably John,

“like the Jewish rabbis, gave his disciples

lessons in prayer.

V. 2. When ye pray, say; not always in
exactly the same words, as the different
wording of the prayer in Matthew and Luke
shows. Father (Rev. Ver.); “O Father!”
God is sometimes called Father in the Old
Testament, but of the nation, not the in-
dividual. (See Isa. 63: 16; 64 : 8.) But
Jesus teaches each disciple to use this name,
repeating it upwards of seventy times in the
gospels.  Which art in heaven (omitted in the
Rev. Ver., but found in Matthew). Com:
pareIsa. 66: 1. God is to be approached
with reverence. Hallowed be thy name (“May
Thy name be kept holy,” Weymouth).
The name signifies the person or character.,
In thinking and speaking of God all irrever-
ence and impurity are to be avoided. Thy
kingdom come; a kingdom of love. We here
pray that the time may come when men
everywhere will be ruled by love to God
and one another. Thy will be done ; aprayer,
‘“that the right as against the wrong may
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everywhere prevail.”” (Bruce.) Asin heaven;
by the angels, Ps. 103:20, In earth; among
men.

Vs. 3,4, Up to this point the petitions
have to do with God’s honor, kingdom, and
will. The true Christian puts these first
(see Shorter Catechism, Ques. 1). The re-
maining petitions refer to man’s needs.
Give us day by day our daily bread ; a petition
breathing a spirit of humble dependence on
God, of unselfishness which looks out upon
the needs of others, of freedom from anxiety
for the future, and of moderation, Prov. 30:
8 ;John 6:27. In using the word “bread ”
the Christian will think of the spiritual
meaning of bread, John 6 : 51.  Forgive us
our gins, The prayer for forgiveness is na-
tural in those who desire to do God’s will.
For they most of all feel their own short-
comings, For we. forgive every one. .indebted
to us ; the condition of our being forgiven,
Matt. 6 14, 15. Luke does not say we for-
give sing, Only God can do that. We for-
give debts. These are not money debts,
but the failure of others in some duty they
owe to us. Lead us not into temptation. The
Christian must meet temptation (Matt. 5 :
10; James 1 : 12), but should pray not to be
brought into temptation. He is to be brave
but not foolhardy. Deliver us from evil ; of
every kind, chiefly sin, which is the great-
est. These three petitions cover all our
needs, forgiveness for the past, provision for
the present, safety for the future.

II. An Illustration to Encourage, 5-8.

Vs, 5-8. Which of you shall have a friend ?
This parable of the friend at midnight, and
that of the unjust judge (ch. 18: 1-8) teach
that prayer should be persistent. Shall go unto
him at midnight ; not an unusual hour for the
traveller to come, travelling in hot countries
being done largely at night. Lend me three
loaves. According to Eastern laws of hos-
pitality, it would have been a disgrace not
to be able to set provision before a visitor.
He . . shall answer and say. The man is un-
willing to grant the request, because (1) he
is annoyed at being disturbed ; (2) itisa
trouble to unlock the door ; (3) the children
will be disturbed. Because of his importuni-
ty ; persistence amounting to shamelessness,
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a pertinacity that will not take ‘““No' for
answer. Mark 7 : 24-20 is an example. The
disciple must pray without ceaging.
III. A Promise to Confirm, 9-13.

Vs. 9, 10,
emphatic,

And I say unto you. *“1" is
The parable had taught them ;
now Jesus teaches, Ask . . seek . . knock ;
three words for prayer. They all point
to gomething that we are to keep on doing,
and doing more and more eagerly.  For
everyone that asketh receiveth ; because God is
more willing to give than we are to ask,
and there is no partiality in Him.

Ve, 1113, If a son. That is what God
calls us, 1 John 8: 1. A father. Jesus has
shown what even an unwilling friend will
do; now He speaks of how much more an
earthly father will do for his child, and
from this He reasons to what our heavenly
Father will do for His children. Stone . .
serpent . . scorpion; objects chosen because of
their likeness to the bread, fish, egg. Holy
Spirit.  Matthew (ch. 7: 11) says *“ good
things.” The Holy Spirit is the gift that
includes all other gifts. He who has the
Spiriv of God has all that he can possibly
ask for, This Spirit is the source of all
life and power and blessing,

Light from the East

By Rev. Professor Ross, D.D,, Montreal

PRAVING—The present Mohammedan Torm
of prayer was probably derived from the
Jews, or from some mode more ancient still.
The full form can be carried out only at a
shrine where there is a fountain, The hands
are washed three times in the name of God
the Compassionate and All-Merciful. Three
times in succession the mouth and nostrile
are rinsed, and then the ears, face, head,
neck, and each hand and foot in succession
from right to left. In the desert these
ablutions are performed as far as possible
with gand or dust, or are omitted altogether.
Then the devotee turns towards Mecea,
raises his open hand with the palms out-
ward until the thumbs touch the ears, and
utters a few petitions, Next he folds his
hands together near his girdle and recites
parts of the Koran, Then he bends forward
rests his hands on his knees, and repeats
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three times a formula of praise to God most
great, and fallingon his knees he three times
bends forward, until his nose and forehead
touch the ground between his outspread
hands, and all the time mutters short forms
of prayer and praise. Then he settles back

upon his heels, and mumbles over various
small petitions, and after these are conelud-
ed he begins at the beginning again. Any
slip in the ritual is supposed to nullify the
entire prayer, and it requires considerable
drilling to do it without a blunder.

APPLICATION

By Rev. Claunu_M{cKinnoB, B.D., S
One might think

As he was praying, v. 1.
that Jesus would have been above the ne-
cessity of prayer. Yet he prayed in the Jor-
dan at His baptism, and the
heavens opened, and the Holy
Spirit descended on Him like
a dove ; on the lonely slopes of Mount Her-
mon, and He was transfigured, and His rai-
ment became ‘‘white and glistering ;" in the
gloomy shades of Gethsemane, and angels
came and ministered unto Him. True, He
did not need to ery for pardon ; but the bet-
ter a man is the more irrepressible is the
eagerness of his heart to commune with God,
and the more impossible is life without His
presence. Thus the Son of God becomes the
supreme model for the praying Christian.
‘‘ Let me breathe,” says a man gasping, * or
else I die.” ‘‘Let me pray,’” says the Chris-
tian, “or else I die.”

Teach us to pray, v. 1. We can do little
without learning. We learned how to walk,
to talk, to. play, to read, to sing, to work.
We must needs be taught how
to pray. Itis easy to pretend
that we know. Certain men

will loiter around the doors of the palace,
that they may seem to be among the friends
of the king. We may haunt the house of
prayer, and even become familiar with the
customary forms of address to God, and yet
have little fellowship with Him. Only Christ
,can teach us how to order our thoughts and
our hearts aright in the divine presence.
Our Father, v. 2. Edwin Booth, having
once repeated the Lord's Prayer so as to
draw tears and sobs from his auditors, de-
clared that it took him thirty
years’ practice to acquire the
power of repeating it so im-
pressively. But to pray it in the fulness of
its spirit what a lifelong walk with God and
submission to His will would be needful.

““The Christian's
Vital Breath”

The Art of
Prayer

A Lifelong
Task

N.S.

Thy name . . th ) kingdom . . thy will . . Note
the attitude the suppliant must assume., His
eye is first turned to the Name —God’s name,

the Kingdom—God's kingdom,
et < the Will—God's will; only after-
wards it is directed to His own
necessities. He must be surrendered before
He cansay, “Thy willbedone.” ‘Thisisa
revolutionary petition. It would make many
a man’s shop and store tumble to the ground
to utter it. Who can stand at the end of
the avenue, along which all his pleasant
thoughts and wishes are blossoming like
flowers, and send these terrible words crash-
ing down through it? Tt is the most fearful
prayer to pray in the world.”

Because of his importunity, v. 8. Jesus illus-
trates His point from the action of a very
selfish man. You go to a neighbor’s house
in need. It is midnight; heis
in bed ; he cannot be troubled.
But you keep on knocking. Eventually, to
rid himself of your importunity, he rises and
gives you what youwant. Now, if a hard-
hearted, self-centred neighbor can be thus
forced to act by the very persistence of your
entreaty, think you not that God will gra-
ciously hear who has said, “ Ask and it shall
be given you.” The little child knows how,
by kisses and tears and throwing her arms
around her father's neck, to win what other-
wise would have been refused. Even the
suppliant eyes of the dumb dog will win
from the beggar half of his last crust. How
much more will not God, who spared not His
Son, freely give us all things?

Ask . . seck . . knock, v. 9. Yes, ask! Lay
the axe at the root of your foolish pride, and
recognize the patent fact, that for the ne-

cessities and enjoyments of life

m:.::';'“ you depend upon God ! Seek !
Let others give themselves up,

if they will, to the search for earthly

An Eager God
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treasure. See that vou find the pearl of great
price. And knock ! Be content to have the
doors of the rich and great closed against
vou, so only you find your way into the
‘place where God dwells !

The Holy Spirit,v. 13, This is God’s greatest
present gift to Christians. Without Him life
is devoid of joy and power. We need to bhe
““filled”” by Him. Then are we
singularly elevated above all
the trials, worries, and tempta-
tions of this life. How may we receive this

‘‘Cleanse, Con-
secrate, Claim™

Prayer and Promise

most precious possession? ‘‘ Cleanse, con-
secrate, claim.”” As willing as a father to
give bread to his children is God togive this
Spirit of love and peace and power to us,
Howmuchmore . . your heavenly Father, v.13.
Because His resources are go much greater,
The riches of the universe are
under His control. And His
wisdom! Tt is impossible for
Him to make the mistake of giving what
will injure His children. And, most won-
derful of all, His love, which knowsno limit !

A Three-fold
ord

TEACHING HINTS

This section embraces teaching material
for the varions grades in the school.

For Bible Class Teachers
By Rev. Principal Patrick, D.D., Winnipeg
livisions of the Lesson. Get the class as a
whole to see clearly the reasons for the
divisions. The paragraphs of the Revised
Version indicate clearly the two main
branches of the Lesson.

Then proceed to make them familiar with
the fact that the Lord’s Prayer appears in
two forms, and inquire what explanations of
this can be given. You will probably obtain
answers of which you can make use. One
scholar may suggest that the prayer was
taught or uttered on at least two occasions ;
another that Matthew knew it in the one
form, and Luke in the other.

Dwell egpecially on the order of thought
in the prayer ; elicit by questions the signi-
ficance of each petition ; notice particularly
the name of God, the kingdom of God, our
daily bread, the reason assigned in the peti-
tion for pardon, temptation.

Finally ask what new information con-
cerning the Lord's Prayer we derive from
this narrative. namely, that it was suggested
by our Lord’s praying, and by the example
of the Baptist.

‘What is the relation of the parable to the
prayer? The parable is keenly relished by
all scholars. By skilful questions and com-
ments make its details as vivid as any in-
cidents in their own lives. Do not hesitate
to emplov modern illustrations. Choose the
kind of household with which the scholars

are most familiar. Get them to describe the
locked door, the darkened house, the family
in bed and in their first gleep ; the knock-
ing ; the awakening ; the discussion as the
family gradually awaken ; the importunity
of the suitor; his perseverance because of
the sacredness of the duty of hospitality ;
the struggle between the annoyance of get-
ting up and the sense of friendship, self-
indulgence carrying the day, but vanquished
by importunity. Note the triumph of im-
portunity. How much the petitioner ob-
tains !

The third part of the lesson contains our
Lord's inferences from His own parable.
The sum of them is: Pray, pray, pray!
Continue to pray ; be importunate in prayer.
In teaching this lesscn, be careful to lodge
just views regarding God as the Hearer of
prayer in the minds of the scholars, This
can best be done by getting them to point
out the difference between God and the man
who is only overcome by the importunity of
a friend. Take up the clauses: *‘Ask,”
“Seek,” “Find ;" invite illustrations ; call
for the promises attached; see that due
weight is given to each one. It might be
judicious for yon at this stage to ask why
God does not always give us at once what.
we ask, and why He sometimes does not
give it at all, and then to show, by a refer-
ence to the relations between parents and
young children, that these facts do not affect
the truth of the promise,

Next, take pains to make every scholar
feel that God is the best of all fathers, that
all good fathers are just imperfect copies of
the Father in heaven, that no true father
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gives a stone to a gon who asks for a loat, or
a serpent instead of a fish, or a scorpion in
place of an egg, and that accordingly our
Father in heaven gives nothing but good
gifts to His children, and is ready to bestow
on them the most valuable of all His gifts,
The Holy Spirit is God's best gift.

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls

;Binev. R"% M
This s one of the lessons which, alt ough

containing almost nothing of narrative, is
easy to teach; it is so picturesque, and
withal so homely and so homelike. The
very familiarity of it is an added help, for
children like to hear about and talk about
that with which they are familiar, Every
child knows the Lord's Prayer by heart ;
the parable of the passage is as plain as day ;
the *‘ask,” “geek,” ‘“knock’ are an old
story ; but none the less, there are few les-
sons for which the teacher will find the
scholars more eager.

As he was praying, v. 1. He praying ?
Praying to whom? What need of it? For
what would He pray? A great cloud of
questions spring out of these very first words.

When he ceased. Was there some unspeak-
able influence from the spiritual world upon
Him and about Him, that held the disciples
spellbound, until He was done? Or was it
that there was something remarkable in His
words—living, burning, achieving words, so
unlike the set phrases of their formal
prayers?

One of his disciples. A child’s hand may
open a palace door. What a door that un-
named disciple—was he one of the seventy
or one of the twelve ?—opened that day !

Teach us to pray, Was it a babe in Christ
who thus spoke?  Perhaps ; for babes need
teaching. But more likely, a disciple who
had gone far; for those who have gone
furthest in the Christian walk, feel most the
need of some one to show them the way.

When ye pray, say. The prayer that fol-
lows is, oh, so simple ; but how fathomless |
Test the scholars a little on the depth of its
words and phrases :—* Father "’ (with a big
F)—*‘heaven.” How far away? How
near? How to be reached? “ Which art
in heaven’’ what is in that Father's hand to

bestow? In His heart? Or take the word
“ name ’—God’s name—the very utterance
of the word carries one on wings of high
imagination. “Hallowed be thy name’’—
we are in the presence of the angels and the
redeemed in glory. “Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done.” We see a redeemed
race dwelling in heavenliness on this old
earth, so weary with its sins. And 8o one
might go through all the petitions : it isa
good thing, now and then, to take long looks
at big things; mountains make mountain
climbers. But the teacher must pick out
two or three of the petitions; to go over
them all would be to consume all the time
without reaching what is—

The main thought of the Lesson. What is
this? Let the parable give the answer. It
would be hard to find anywhere such a vivid
picture in so few and simple words : the un-
expected midnight guest—the empty cup-
board—the loud pounding at the neighbor’s
door—the angry man at last roused from his
first sleep—the blank refusal—importunity
winning the day—the indignant thrusting
out of the loayes to get rid of the intruder,
Make all this as vivid as you can. But do
it, only to lead up to those five peerless
verses with which the Lesson ends., What
do those versessay? First, they show, oh,
80 easy a way to get the best God has to
give:—*ask,” the movement of the lips ;
““seek,” the going of the feet; “knock,”’
the action of the hand. Secondly, they give
a thrice-clinched promise. The promise,
itself, thrice uttered, is in v, 9, Verse 10
repeats it with a mighty emphasis. Verses
11 and 12 illustrate it in a fashion that every
child will understand, as well as every father.
And verse 13 puts on the cap-sheaf. Chil-
dren look with confidence to thei parents ;
they may err, they may be unwise, but they
will do the best they know for their chil-
dren. They love ; therefore they will give,
Such are earthly fathers, But the heavenly
Father! He loves, *“‘so” loves (John 8:16);
He has infinite wisdom and power. The
‘“heavenly Father'! Think of it] every
one that truly asks is God's child, and the
gift which wraps up in itself all other gifts—
God's Holy Spirit, God Himself—is to be
had for the asking.
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ADDED HINTS AND HELPS

In this section will be found further assist-
ance under several headings.

Lesson Outline
CONCERNING PRAYER
1. The Model Prayer.
1. The interests of God’s kingdom.
2. The needs of the suppliant.
II. The Certainty of the Answer.

A parable illustrating («) our need, (b)

the success of importunity.
II1. The Practical Application.

1. The command to pray.

2. Encouragements to pray: (a) the
promise of an answer; (b) the anal-
ogy between human and divine
fatherhood.

3. The gift of gifts.

Lesson Points
By Rev. J. M. Duncan, B.D.

TheM¥viou™¥ prac! 8
tern. v. 1.

The fortunes of the world are fixed, not by
fate, but by a Father. v, 2.

Faith frees us from fretfulness about the
future. v. 3.

Only by forgiving others can we interpret
God’s forgiveness of ourselves. v. 4.

We must become guppliants before God
if we are to be suppliers of men. v. 5.

Inability is often another name for in-
dolence. v. 6.

Persistence overcomes resistance. v. 8.

Human demands cannot drain divine re-
sources, V. 9.

The Fatherhood of God is the original,
earthly fatherhood the copy. v. 11.

By the space between earth and sky does
God surpass parents in kindness. v. 13.

From the Library
The parable of the Good Samaritan, the
story of Martha and Mary, and the Lesson
on Prayer form together a group having for
their common heading : ‘“ At School With
Jesug,” exhibiting under three types, the
scholar’s burden, the teacher’s meekness,
and the rest-giving lesson, so giving us
Luke's equivalent for Matthew's gracious

invitation, ch. 11 : 28-30 —Bruce,

il nt's pae=—

Although a man, Jesus was a sinless man.
At every stage of his development His man-
hood was perfect. He had no sinful past to
weaken the forces of the present. Yet He
needed prayer, and resorted to it continu-
ally. . . If He needed it, being what He was,
how much we need it, being what we are !—
Stalker.

Prayer is the simplest form of speech

That infant lips can try,
Prayer the sublimest strains that reach
The Majesty on high.
x —Montgomery

The transcendent beauty and value of the
lessons in the Lord’s Prayer arise from (1)
the tone of holy confidence—it teaches us
to approach God as our Father in love as
well as in holy fear; (2) its absolute unself-
ishness—it is offered in the plural, not for
ourselves only, but for all the brotherhood
of man; (8) its entire spirituality—of its
seven petitions only one is for any earthly
boon, and that only for the simplest; (4)
its brevity and absence of all vain repe-
titions ; (5) its simplicity, which requires
not learning, but only holiness and sincerity
for its universal comprehension. For these
reasons the Fathers called it The Epitome of
the Gospel, and The Pearl of Prayers.—
Archdeacon Farrar, on Luke.

My words fly up, my thoughts remain below ;
Words without thoughts to heaven ne’er go.
—Shakespeare

“A scorpion for a fish” seems to have
been a Greek proverb. The meaning here
is, that in answer to prayer God gives,
neither what is useless (a stone), nor what is
harmful (a serpent or scorpion).—Plummer.

Topics for Brief Papers

(To be ready on the day of the Lesson)

1. The prayers in Luke’s gospel.

2. Our part in answering our own prayers.

Prove from Scripture

That God is our Father.

Lesson

[From the HomE STUDY QUARTERLY]
Juniors—Whom had Jesus sent before
Him? To what city was He now journey-
ing?
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1, 2 What practice of Jesus is referred to?
Give the request made of Him. What other
teacher spoken of ? How often do we know
of Jesus giving the title of Father to God ?

3,4 Who gives us our daily food? What
is required of those whom God forgives ?

5-8 What request made here? At what
time? Why was the bread needed? How
was the request tre..ed? Why was it at
last granted? What lesson for us ?

9-13 To whom is God likened? What
kind of things do fathers give their chil-
dren? Why is God more certain than they
to give us good things ?

Beniors and the Home Department—
well about the sending forth of the seventy.
Where was the discourse of the lesson
spoken ?

1-4 How many petitions in the Lord’s
prayer? How many refer to God? How
many to ourselves? Which of these come
first? What does this teach us?

5-8 What Eastern custom referred to?
What law of hospitality? Whag difficulties
met by the applicant? How overcome ?
How does God differ from the unwilling
friend ?

9-13 What promise given here regarding
prayer? Why are some prayers not an-
swered? (James 4:3.) What Old Testa-
ment promise of the Holy Spirit? (Joel

193

2:28.) When was it fulfilled ? (Acts 2: 17))

Beek-Further Questions—Where in the
Old Testament is God called Father ? Where
does Jesus promise to gend the Holy Spirit
to His disciples ?

Answers to Seek-Further Questions,
Lesson IV.—(1) 8ee Luke 10:17. (2) The
appointment of the seventy elders to assist

Moses.
The Catechism

By Rev.J. M, .y B.D.

Ques. 20, Goﬁ%ﬁus
begin with the last word in the Question—
‘‘ Redeemer.” To redeemisto buy back,”’
to pay the price that sets a slave free. This
is what our Redeemer does for us, frees us
from the slavery of sin. Why did God pro-
vide a Redeemer? “Out of His mere good
pleasure,” says the Question. Because He
loved the world, says John 8: 16. And
these two things mean the same. How are
men redeemed? God “elects,”” that is,
chooses whom He will save. Don't be
afraid of this word “elect.” Tt just means
that our salvation depends upon God. It
doesn’t hinder us from being very sure, and
telling others, that every one who believes on
Jesus Christ will be saved. (See Acts 16 :
31.) There is no doubt that God will do
His part in our salvation when we do what
is required of us,

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES

By Jessie Munro Johnston, Bay, Ont,
Tntroduction—A. few words about the kindness and love of our parents, their unfailing

willingness to give us whatever we ask of them,

if they see it be for our good.
Lesson Subject—Jesus teach-
ing His disciples to pray.

OUR FATRHER

WHO ART

Prayer—Print PRAY. What
isittopray ? (Talking to God,
asking God for what we want,
and thanking Him for all that
He has done for us.) Do you
all pray to God every day?
Do all little boys and girls all
over the world pray to God?
To what do some pray? Can
idols give people what they
ask? Can our God give us
what we ask? (Recall Mis-
sionary Lesson.)

Golden Text—Repeat. Who
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tells us this? Are we sure it istrue? Picture
v. 1; Jesus praying, the disciples around
Him. Jesus teaches them to pray that
beautiful prayer we always call The Lord’s
Prayer.

Prayer Drill—Repeat, with appropriate
gestures—

“ Two little hands now let us show,

Two little hands bring down just so.
Right hand—right thmgs must do,
Left hand—must help i $
Both clasped in prayer each day
And raised for alway.

From mischief gold them tight,
Nor let them strike nor fight,

But stretch them out in love,

And upward point above.

Now clasp them while we pray
And think of all we say,

With heads all bending low

And eyes all closed just so,
Repeating word for word

The prayer of our dear Lord.”

Our Father in Heaven—If our fathers and
mothers are so willing to give us all that is
for our good, how much more willing is our
heavenly Father, who made us, and knows
us, and loves us, and calls us His own chil-
dren !

Pray without ceasing—Print Ask, Seex. If
you want anything very much, do you only

ask father and mother once? No! you ask
again and again.

Parable—Jesus tells His disciples a story
(parable). A man who had come on a
journey, arrived at a friend’s house in the
middle of the night. He was tired and hun-
gry, but his friend had no bread in the
house. He runs to a neighbor friend, raps
at the door. “Who is there?” *‘Your
neighbor,” is the reply, ‘‘please lend me
three loaves of bread. I have a visitor just
come and T have no bread for him to eat.”
“Do not trouble me,” the neighbor replies.
“The door is locked, my children are all in
bed with me, I cannot get up and get bread
for you now.”” But the man keeps on
knocking and at last the neighbor gets up
and gives him all the bread he needs.

God likes to be asked for things—He wants
us to be €0 much in earnest that we shall

““keep on asking.” God knows what we

need, and could give it to us even if we do
not ask, but it is His will that we should ask
for what we want.

Something to Remember—I1 should pray to
God.

Something to Draw—Draw a pair of clasped
hands.

SUPERINTENDENT’S BLACKBOARD REVIEW
By James Watt Raine
_ Jesus made a constant habit
of Praver. How hali-heartedly
and hopelessly we often pray,
as if we were not quite sure COAXING
that God would hear us, or that A
He would help us! Your habit RELUCTANT
of prayer will depend upon your | GOD |
idea of GOD. Do you ever think ~ ———————]
of Him as A ReLveraxt Gon? Then prayer would be Coaxin a reluctant God, a discour-
aging task. But God is always at our very door, waiting to be let in. The problem is not
how to persuade a reluctant God, but (erase CoAXING, Gopn) how to Arousk a reluctant
Pray-er.  We need not concern ourselves about the answering, but only about the praying.
Do not vaguely wish for some-
thing, but come to God, a.nd ASK SEEK
(erase PravER) Ask your loving
Father. Then with energy and
patience Seex. The answer de-
pends on your own earnestness
and sincerity. But all seeking
is useless, unless God gives ; so
when He was teaching His disciples how to pray, Jesus said to them, ask and seek.

PRAYER PRAYER

S X —————— T P R NSRS

GOD

PRAYER

.

AROUSE
A

RELUCTANT
PRAY-ER

R et
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A
RELUCTANT
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WATCHFULNESS

Lesson VI.

196

May 8, 1904

Temperance Lesson
Luke 12: 3548, Commit to memory vs. 1, 2. Read Luke 11 : 14 to 12: 59,

GOLDEN TEXT-Blessed are those servants,

35 Let your loins be girded about, and your 1lights
burning ;

36 Al’l‘d 2ye yourselves like unto men # that wait for
their lord, when he 4 will return from the 5 wedding ;
that when he cometh and knocketh, they may ¢ open
unto him immediately.

37 Blessed are those servants, whom the lord when
he cometh shall find watching : verily Isay unto you,
that he shall gird himself, and make them 7to sit
down to meat, and 8 will come forth to serve them.

88 And if he shall come in the second watch, sor
come in the third watch, and find them so, blessed are
those servants,

39 10And this know, that if the 11 goodman of the
house had known 12 what hour the thief 13 would
come, he woula have watched, and not have lsuffered
his house to be broken throu,

40 Be ye 15 therefore ready : for the Son of man
cometh at an hour when ye think not.

41 16 Then Pe'ter said unto him, Lord, speakest thou
this parable unto us, or even 17to all,

42 And the Lord said, Who then is 18 that faithful
and wise steward, whom his lord shall 19 make ruler

Revised Version—!lamps; 2be: :Iookin?:
1 Omit to; $shall come and serve them ; 9and if in ;
15also ready ; for in an hour that ye think not the
18the ; 19set over ; 2 food : 21 set him over: 22 Omit and ;
when he knoweth not ; # shall cut him asunder ; %and
ready, nor did ; 2 Omit commit; 2 And to; somuch be;

DAILY READINGS
M.—Watchfulness, Luke 12: 85-48,
forget, Deut. 4: 1 . ‘W,—Ready and unready,
Matt. 25:1-13. Th.—Be sober! 1 Pet.1; 132, F.
Living to God, 1 Pet. 4:18, 8.—Watch and pray !
Luke 21:28-36. 8.—Hold fast! Rev. 3 : 1-12,

T.—Lest we

Shorter Catechism—Ques, 81, Who is the Re-
deemer of God's elect? A, The only Redeemer of God's
elect is the Lord Jesus Christ, who, being the eternal

whom the lord when he cometh, shall find watching.—Luke 19: 37,

over his household, to give them their portion of 2 meat
in due season ?

43 Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he
cometh shall find so doing.

44 Of a truth [ sn?' unto you, that he will 9 make
him ruler over all that he hath,

45 But 22and if that servant 4“{ in his heart, My
lord delayeth his coming ; and shall begin to beat the
menservants and 2 maidens, and to eat and drink,
and to be drunken ;

46 The lord of that servant « will come in o day
when he % looketh not for him, and at an hour when
he is not aware, and 2 will cut him in sunder, % and
will appoint him his portion with the unbelievers,

47 And that servant, which knew his lord's will,
and 17f)re¥:ared not himself, neither did according to
his will, shall be beaten with many stripes,

48 But he that knew not, and did # commit things
worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few atripes,
2 For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall
30 be much required : and to whom 51 men have com-
mitted much, of him 32 they will ask the more,

4shall; 5 marriage feast; dstraightway open unto him;
10 Buv know this ; 1t master ;
Son of Man cometh ;

12in ; 13 was coming ;
16 And Peter said, Lord ;
2 the maidservants ; 24 expec|
anolm hig portion with the
8 they commit ; 32 will they,

Son of God, became man, and so was, and continueth
to be, God and man in two distinet natures, and one

person, forever,
LESSON PLAN
ff e Mamers Ban, one
III, The Two Btewards, 41-48,
Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise, 83; 248 ; 92 (Ps,
Sel.); 247; 2 (from Primary Quarterly) | 239,

14 ]eft ;
1Tunto;
teth not, and in an hour
unfaithful 3 Mmade not

EXPOSITION

Time and Place—December 29 A.D. 3
somewhere in Perwa, east of the Jordan.

Connecting Links—Jesus is still on His
way to Jerusalem. For intervening events
see chs. 11:14-26; 11:37; 12:14-21. Our
Lord has been coming into ever deeper hos-
tility with the Pharisees. Ch. 11: 42-52
containg & series of terrible woes on the reli-
gious guides of the Jewish people. His dis-
ciples must be ready to suffer, casting their
care on a loving Father, vs, 1-12, The Lesson
contains three illustrations of the Chris-
tian’s duty in view of his Lord’s second
coming,

I. The Master’s Return, 85-38.

Vs. 85, 36. The first illustration. Loins be
girded about. Compare 1 Pet. 1:13. When

a servant was on duty he took up the long
robe worn by Orientals, and fastened it
under the girdle to allow freedom of move-
ment. Lamps burning (Rev. Ver.) ; like

those of the wise virgins, Matt. 25 : 1.8, The
Master will come at night. *‘ The loins girt
point to a noble purpose in life, and the
burning lamp to the spirit of hope.” (Bruce. )
The wedding ; of some friend. Ye yourselves,
It is not enough to have the loins girt and
the lamp burning. The servant himself must
be alert, not sleepy. Will return ; like sailors
(so the Greek word signifies) making their
return voyage to the port whence they had
set out.

Vs. 87, 38. Blessed ; enjoying the approval
of conscience and the favor of their lord,
Watching ; the attitude of faithful service,
How often this is insisted upon in the New
Testament ! Verily ; that is, insolemn truth,
Gird himself (Weymouth, “tie a towel round
his own waist ") ; as Jesus did before the
Supper, to teach the disciples humility,
John 13: 1-11.  Make them sit down to meat ;
Weymouth, ““bid them recline at table,”
Servethem ; perhaps with portions of the mar-
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riage feast, brought home as a father might
do for his children—a mark of great honor.
Second watch . . third watch. The Jews di-
vided the night between 6 p.m. and 6 a.m.
into three watches, the Romansinto four. So
on Jewish reckoning it would be between
10 p.m. and 2 a.m., on the Roman between
9 p.m. and midnight. The thought is sug-
gested that there may be a long time of
weary watching before the return of Jesus.
How dreary, the disciples did not yet know.
But the reward is sare. For blessed, onr
Lord assures us, are those servants.

II. The Thief’s Attack, 39, 40.

Vs. 39, 40. The second illustration. Good-
man ; Rev. Ver., “ master.”  What hour the
thief would come ; ** whose study itis to come
to the house he means to plunder at an un-
expected time.”  So the Lord’s coming will
be sudden and unlooked for, 1 Thess. 5: 2.
Would have watched. In the East, while the
authorities punish crime when it is dis-
covered, they leave its detection to the indi-
vidual. Hence every man has to be his own
policeman. Broken through; literally, ““ dug
through.” It was a mud wall. At an hour
when ye think not. If the hour were known,
men would prepare for it; since it is not
known, the only way is to be always ready.
Each one is at his death brought face to face
with the Son of man in judgment. But be-
sides this, Jesus will one day suddenly retnrn
without warning, and bring His kingdom
upon the earth to its close.

III. The Two Btewards, 41-48,

Vs. 41, 42. The third illustration. Peter
said ; probably thinking the promise of ser-
ving them, as well as the warning to watch,
more suitable for leaders like the twelve
than for the average disciple. (Compare
Mark 13: 37.) Jesus does not answer Peter
directly, but proceeds to teach the lesson
of .faithfulness. (Compare 1 Cor. 4: 1, 2.
Fuaithful and wise steward, The steward was
an upper servant in charge of a house or an
estate, like Joseph in Potiphar's house, a
post requiring fidelity and wisdom. Their
portion of food (Rev. Ver.); ‘Greek, ‘a
measured portion of food ration.” These ra-
tions on Roman estates were served out

daily, weekly, or monthly.” (Plummer.)
Every follower of Jesus is a steward with his
appointed work, of whom is required faith-
fulness and intelligence in the' use of his
gifts and opportunities.

V. 43. Shall find so doing. The watching
includes faithful service in the present as
well as earnest expectation for the future.
Make him ruler. The reward of service is not
release from service, but promotiou to
higher service with greater responsibilities.
(Compare Matt. 25 : 21, 23.)

Vs. 45, 46. My lord delayeth. To make
himself more at ease in his unfaithfulness
he puts the moment of the master’s return
far away. (Compare Heb. 10 : 35-39 ; 2 Pet-
3:4.) Beginto beat . . to eat . . to be drunken ;
playing the tyrant and carousing at the mas-
ter's expense. Cut him in sunder ; a punigh-
ment literally prevalent among some ancient
nations, 2 Sam. 12:31; Heb. 11:37. With
the unfaithful (Rev. Ver.) ; servants who have
not beer trusty. Matthew (ch. 24: 51) uses
the word ‘‘hypoerites,”

V. 47, 48. Many stripes . . few stripes. Pun-
ishment will be graded according to knowl-
edge. The ignorant heathen will be judged
less severely than the unfaithful in Christen-
dom. Much . . given . . much . . required. See
the parable of the Talents, Matt. 25 : 14-30.
Exceptional privileges demand exceptional
service. ‘‘A faithlese apostle wlll be no
better treated than an adversary.” (Godet.)

Light from the East

Srripes—The servants of the ancient world
were mostly slaves, and were kept up to
their duties by a liberal use of the rod. On
the monuments of Egypt the taskmaster or
slave-driver often appears with the rod or
whip in his hand. The culprit lay on his
face on the ground, or was fastened by his
hands to a pillar, and the strokes were laid
on his bare back. Occasionally slaves and
criminals were beaten on the soles of their
feet. The Hebrew master was not permitted
to injure his slave seriously, or to take away
his life, but no such restrictions hampered
the Roman masters. The whips with which
their slaves were punished had three thongs,
along which at regularintervals werefastened
picces of bone or heavy indented rings of
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bronze. When these were wielded by a
strong and merciless arm the infliction was
sometimes fatal. This punishment among
the Hebrews was not confined to slaves, but
was regularly imposed by the courts on high

and low who were fonnd guilty of certain
offences. It was inflicted in the presence of
the judge, who during the castigation recited
Deut. 28 : 58, 59, and concluded with Ps.
78: 38, '

APPLICATION

Let your loins be girded about, v. 35. The
long flowing robes of the Oriental are ex-
ceedingly comfortable for an idle time : but
should anyone raise the cry of
“‘thief’’ or “ fire,” they hinder
the wearer from defending himself or escap-
ing with agility, until first he has seized his
sash, and girded his clothes about him.
How often are men found in this careless
situation—* off guard!” David caught in
such an hour was dragged into depths of
infamy and shame. This is the great oppor-
tunity for the demon of intemperance to do
his deadly work. When care is mormentarily
banished and the merry jest circles round,
the first glass is proffered and too often
accepted. Jesns requires that we never relax
our vigilance, but be like those who every
moment expect the bridegroom.

If he shall come in the second watch, v. 38,
Childhood, youth, manhood, and old age are
the four watches into which our life is

divided. Some there are who
"x‘:‘t‘::‘:““.m are privileged to pass the whole

four periods before the Master
summons them ; but not infrequently He
suddenly comes to the man in the full glory
of his youthful strength, Only a few weeks
ago a young man boarded a train in Canada,
buoyant and hopeful. It was little more than
a hundred milesto his home. It was his last
journey. He had only strength enough to
greet his parents ere he passed forever from
them. Christ would not have us nervous
and frightened, but sober, temperate, vigi-
lant, ready for His call. There are some
places where, some companionshipsin which,
you would not like Him to find vou. Only
80 where you will be prepared to meet Him,

The thief, v. 39. The thief finds it easier
to dig through the soft mud wall of an
Eastern house than to force the door where

he might be guarded against,
S W Thus does intemperance steal in
upon us, Many a man who would refuse to

Off Guard

join in a carousal, is tempted first to drink a
health at a wedding feast, or to place wine
on his side-board because it is customary in
his social set, or to play with a glass because
he would not seem unfriendly ; and so the
thief gets in treacherously, as the Greeks
entered Troy in the wooden horse. After-
wards come the flushed cheek, the glittering
eye, the unsteady hand, the ruined business,
the shattered home, when the wine has
begun to bite like a serpent and sting like an
adder, Prov. 23; 32,

Be ye therefore ready, v. 40. When Ulysses
and his crew sailed by the beautiful sirens
who sought to lure them to their doom by

the magic of their song, he filled
The Melody

Ohrist Maxes U11€ €ars of his men with wax,

and had himself bound to the
mast. 8o the perilous moment was safely
passed. When Jason and the searchers for
the golden fleece voyaged that way, they
filled no one’s ears with wax, nor did they
bind anyone to the mast ; for they had on
board Orpheus, the sweetest of all musicians,
and when the sirens began their song, he
outrivalled them, and so charmed the sailors
that they but laughed at the temptresses.
To hearken to the melody Christ makes is
the best way to resist the seductions of sin
and to be ready for the Master’s coming,
My lord delayeth his coming, v. 45, Several
centuries ago it was believed in London,
that the world would come to an end on a
certain Friday. On Wednesday,
Thursday, and Friday the peo-
ple flocked to the cathedrals,
and passed the time in penitence and prayer.
Evening came, but there were no portents,
nor fires in the sky, nor falling stars ; and
that night London gave itself over to drunk-
enness and wassail and riot such as had
never been witnessed before, Many indi-
vidual lives repeat that national experience,
Delivered from an impending stroke, restoged
from a dangerous illness, they rejoice that

A Passing
Penitence
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Christ has delayed to come, and return un-
gratefully to their sins, like ‘““the sow that
is washed to her wallowing in the mire,”” 2
Pet. 2: 22,

Much . .. given . . much required, v. 48. The
axe is here laid at the root of a boastful
pride. For however much we may possess

Watchfulness

of wealth or talent or influence, all is the
free gift of God. Equally is a false humility

condemned. Itis dishonoring

to the great Giver not to recog-
nize His gifts to us and use them for His
glory. We should rightly estimate our trust
and strive to be worthy of it.

Two Faults

TEACHING HINTS

This section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in the school.

For Bible Class Teachers

Ask for instances of watchfulness. Let
them be as varied as possible. The home,
the hunting-field, the battle-field supply
most pertinent examples.

What is the illustration here used? It is
a parable, in which, under the figure of the
return of the master from the wedding of a
friend, the second coming of our Lord is set
forth. Why are the loins to be girt? The
lamps to be burning? The master is ex-
pected at any moment, and the servants
should be ready to admit him, and wait on
him without a moment’s delay. Come when
he may, they are prepared. Ask the
scholars what fills them with surprise in v.
37. Did they ever hear of even the most
appreciative of employers acting thus? The
Master of the parable is made to act in so
exceptional a way, just because he is so ex-
ceptional a Master. The Lord of all stoops
to serve Hig servants, Work out the thought
of the greatness of this reward which Jesus
confers on fidelity, watchfulness.

How sudden the change of figure ! Why
the thief? Picture a household on the
watch for thieves. Why are all alert?
Through fear of loss, What is the appli-
cation? The day of Jesus’ return approaches
as silently as a thief. We must be on the
watch, for it may break any morning.

Why did Peter put his question? Does
our Lord answer it? What is the answer?
The position is one of high trust? Placed in
it, one man acts in one way, another in
another. The first is faithful to his master.
Accordingly, on the master’s return he is
splendidly rewarded. The second is faith-
legs, tyrannical and self-indulgent, and when
bis master returns he will be cut in sunder.

V. 47 seems to introduce two new cases of
faithlessness, in addition to that just dealt
with.  Wilful neglect is punished with
many, unintentional but blameworthy ne-
glect with few stripes. Be sure to insist
most strongly on the principle contained in
the last verse of the lesson, that we shall all
be judged according to our capacities and
opportunities.

Invite the class to furnish instances of this
drawn from daily life or from their own
reading. Indicate its application to those of
bright talents. Above all point out that the
one demand made by God on all of us is for
fidelity, trustworthiness. This standard is
most just, for all can be faithful,

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls
An abrupt beginning may be the best.
Scexk 1.—*“ Loins girt about, lights burn-

ing.” The picwure is of the well-trained,

faithful servants of an honored master—
make the details as to costume and custom

vivid. This is Scene I.—The servants on the

watch,

Scexe IL—The lord's arrival. Wedding
feasts ran far into the night. Orientals pay
no great heed, at any rate, to timepieces,
The coming may be earlier or later (explain
“second watch,” *“third watch,” etc.), no
one can tell when. But the knocking at the
great, barn-door-like outer gate is heard. It
flies open immediately, for the faithful ser-
vants are on the watch ; they have not slept,
they are wide awake ; their lord must not be
dighonored by being kept waiting. How
quick and splendid the reward ! the master
turned servant, the servants turned guests
(have the gcholars see the tables spread with
dainties, the new-made guests reclining
about them, the delighted master, with
towel-girded waist, waiting on them). Such
is the scene. It ought not to be hard to
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show the blessedness of those who are faith-
ful and waiting when the Lord Christ comes,
Scene 111.—A strange contrast—the thief
digging his way stealthily through the mud
wall, the terrified ‘‘goodman,” or master of
the house. And he feels so silly, too, and
mortified to have been taken by surprise,
and robbed of his goods. Remember that a
parable must not be pushed beyond the
q)int. it is intended to illustrate. The point
of this parable is the unezpectedness of Christ’s
coming at the end of the world or at death.
The first assault of the Japanese fleet on the
Russian war vessels at Port Arthur is an
illustration that may be used. Make every
word of v. 40 ring out like an alarm bell.
Scexe IV.—Is not only of dark night, but
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of dark deeds, and of black judgments,
Peter’s question (v. 41) leads up to it. ** To us,
ortoall ?”’ Peter asks ; and our Lord replies,
“To all, certainly, but to you who have so
much greater light and knowledge and res-
ponsibility, more than to those who have
less.”  With a glimpse at the faithful head
servant or steward (v. 42), to be rewarded
with magnificent rule (v. 44), Jesus depicts
the faithless, self-seeking, self-indulgent ( ex-
plain all these words) servant, and his just
and awful fate. Professor Ross's Light from
the East will help in the closing word,
which will be of warning. We know. If
we do not do, there remain for us the
‘“many stripes.” How we should lay to
heart the Saviour's solemn words |

ADDED HINTS AND HELPS

In this section will be found further assist-
ance under various headings.

Lesson Outline
Tae Comixa or tae Kina
1. The Waiting Servants.
1. Activity and expectation enjoined.
2. Honor put upon fideity.
11, The Sudden Arrival.
1. The thief in the night,
2. The lesson of preparedness.
III. Rewards and Penalties.
1. Faithfulness leading to promotion.
2. Unfaithfulness resulting in ruin.
1V. Degrees of Guill.
1. Contrast between the instructed and
the ignorant.
2. Disobedience of the one deserves
many, of the other few stripes.
8. The principle of judgment laid down.

Lesson Points

Blessed is the man with a helpful hand
and a hopeful heart. v. 35,

Every demand of duty should receive a
ready response. v. 36,

Jesus claimed to be a Savereign, but was
content to appear as a servant. v. 87.

The design of delay is discipline. v. 38,

Vice finds its victims among those lacking
in vigilance. v. 89.

With a keen point the questions of Christ
pierce every pretence. v. 42,

Upon our present fidelity depends olp
future destiny. v. 43,

From the Library

The “captain of the temple” went his
rounds during the night. If any guard was
found asleep on duty, he was either beaten
or his clothes were set fire to.—Lindsay.

His return is a sweet and glorious event to
the servants of Jesus. But at the same time
it is solemn and awful : for He who returns
is not only a well-beloved Master, who
comes to requite everything which has been
given for Him ; He is also a thief who takes
away everything which should not have
been kept-—Godet.

Could ye not. watch one hour?
Be ready ; or the bridal train,
And Bridegroom with His dower,
May sweep along in vain.
—A. C. Coxe

It may seem strange that our Lord should
describe Himself under the image of a rob-
ber. The only notion common to the illus-
tration and the fact illustrated is a sudden
surprise.—Professor W. F. Adeney, in The
Century Bible.

Topics for Brief Papers

(To be ready on the day of the Lesson)

1. The second coming of Jesus Christ.

2. Drunkenness as a bar to success,

Prove from Scripture
That the Lord will reward service.
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Lesson Questions
[From the HOME STUDY QUARTERLY)

‘Juniors — What miracles had Jesus
wrought a little while before the Lesson ?
What parable did He utter?

35-38 What kind of clothing do Eastern
people wear? How do they prepare for
walking or work? How are the faithful
servants blessed ?

40, 41 Against what did the owner of the
house need to watch? How only could he
be safe? For what are we to wateh? °

41-44 What question did Peter ask ? How
did Jesus reply ? How is the faithful stew-
ard rewarded ?

44-48 How does the unfaithful steward
act ? What is his punishment ? How will
the unfaithful be treated at the judgment?
(Matt. 25: 30.) Who desorve the severest
punishment ?

Seniors and the Home Department—
What future event is referred to in the Les-
son ?  What illustrations used regarding it ?

35-38 How do the servants prepare for the
coming of their master? What other par-

of watehfulness ?
1-13.) How did the Jews divide

able teaches the duty
(Matt. 25:
the night ?

40, 41 Where is the coming of Jesus lik-
ened to the coming of a thief? (1 Thess. b :
2.) How could a thief ** dig through ' the
walls of a house ?

FOR TEACHERS OF

41-48 What is the answer to Peter’s ques-
tion? (Mark 138: 87.) Where does Paul
speak of a steward? (1Cor.4: 1,2.) On
what principle will penalties be inflicted at
the judgment !

Beek-Further Questions— What feast
did the Israelites observe with girded loins ?
In what other parable of our Lord doesa
steward appear?

Answers to SBeek-Further Questions—
—(1) Isr. 63:16;64:8. (2) John16:7. *

The Catechism

|For Examination in Doctrine in the General Assem-
bly's Teacher Training Course.]

Ques. 21. The Redeemer. The Question is
careful to tell us that there is but one Re-
deemer. (Read Acts 4:12.) Then how fully
the Redeemer is described ! He isthe “Lord
Jesus Christ,”” Jesus being His personal
name meaning ‘‘ Saviour” ; Christ, “ the
Anointed One,”” His official title; and
** Lord " expressing His dignity and rights.
Now this Redeemer has two natures. One
He shares with God, and the other is like
our own. Heis ‘“‘eternal,” thatis, He has
had no beginning. And He is the *“‘Son of
God,” having in Himself the very life of the
Father. But besides He is ** Man.” While
on earth, He was hungry and thirsty,
cold and weary, joyful and sorrowful, as we
are. And yet there are not in Him two Per-
gong, but one.

THE LITTLE ONES

Introduction—A teacher had to leave her class room one day, * Girls and boys, I want
you to go on with your work just as if I were here, and be ready for me when 1 come

back,” she said as she went

away.

Describe the scene when she
returned. Some were quietly
studying, and getting ready for
her. But alas! many were
romping and some even fight~
ing, forgetting she would return
unexpectedly. Which deserved
praige? Which would receive
punishment ? Oh, how grieved
the teacher would be, that there
were some she could not trust !

Lesson  Subject — Jesus com-
manding His disciples to watch
for His coming.
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Lesson—Jesus told His disciples He was go-

AIT
ing back to heaven, but they must ATCH

ORK
. g A .. [AITHFUL
till he return, if they are His RIENDS.

For little people, the thought contained in
v&. 35, 38-40 will be enough.
prl iin the style of dress worn then, lhe
loose garment that must he tied up—girded
about the waist—if the wearer would work
with freedom and work well.
Liqlux—Thv eyes of the heart, always

Looxking & for ’ Curist's RETURN.

Jesus Coming Again—Jesus has promised
that He will comeé again—not a humble babe
as He came 1904 years ago, but a King, re-
warding those who have been faithfnl and
watched ; to punish those who have not.

The Parable—Tell the parable, vs. 36-38.
Describe the eager watching of the servants,
everything ready for their lord’s return,
listening for the sound of his footsteps, their
joy on hearing his knock. The door is
thrown wide open ! His pleasure is so great
at their faithful service, that, in place of
seating himself at the feast prepared, he
seats them and waits on them himself,

So Jesus, when He comes again, will re-
ward faithful ones and do them great honor.

Golden Text—Print and repeat.

Patient Waiting—We do not know when
Jesus is coming again. It may be short ; it
may not be for many years, v. 40. We must

AITING
not get tired w.\'l'(flllf\*(i
ORKING

‘“Be patient,” said a Scotchman reprov-
ingly to his little son. ““ What is it to be
patient, father?”” enquired thechild. “ Wait
a wee and dinna weary,” replied the father.

Litile Duties—1t is the little preparations
that so please one returning to his friends
(the slippers placed by the fire, the chair
drawn up to the favorite place, ete.). Let us
think of some little things that little people
may do to prepare for Jesus’ return !

Two Streets—Here are two streets (draw at
right angles to each other). This one we’ll
name WarcuruL 8. and print JESUS at the
far end. This one we’]l name WeAry Sr.
The houses on Watchful Street may be named
Obedience, Kindness, Truthfulness, Love,
Prayerfulness. Faithfulness ; those on Weary
Street, Carelessness, Disobedience.

FOR JESUS

HICH “ Hel o
WAY Ih‘ plme to be kind
WILL and true,

WE Gentle, pure, and faith-
WALK @ ful too.”

Something to Draw—Draw & heart with a
flame in it sending out rays of love, prayer,
patience, faithfulness,

SUPERINTENDENT’S BLACKBOARD REVIEW

Our lesson to-day teaches us
to be Warcaruw, ready at the

WATCHFUL :
right moment.

Nobody knows; it is “‘at an

ALWAYS
WATCHFUL [

When is that ?

hour when ye think not,” so we |
must be ALways watchful. What
wag it these servants should

have been watchful of ? Or tng

Masrer’s Comina?  His return might be delayed, but he would be sure to come, and come

unexpectedly.

Master’s Work.

|

The only way to be ready is to be faithful, and keep your thonghts on your
work, not listening for the Master's coming (erase Coming),

but always watchful of the

So many things tempt ns to spiritual drowsiness, that the only successful
— way to fight back temptation is =
to keep our minds on the work

ALWAYS " ALWAYS
WATCHFUL God hasgiven us to do. Faithful WATCHFUL
OF THE servants need not fear their Mas- OF THR
MASTER'S ter’s sudden coming, for they MASTER'S

COMING arealways ready. There is never WORK

any danger to the watchful ones,
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Lesson VII.

Luke 15: 11-24, Study vs. 11-32.

THE PRODIGAL SON

Commit to memory vs, 17-19,

The Prodigal Son

May 15, 1904
Read Luke chs. 13 to 15.

GOLDEN TEXT--Come, and let us return unto the Lord,--Hosen 6 : 1.

11 And he said, A certain man had two sons :

12 And the younger of them said to his father,
Father, give me the portion of 1goods that falleth to
me, And he divided unto them Ais living.

13 And not many days after the younger son gath-
ered all together, and took his journey into a far
country, and there 2 wasted his substance with riotous
living.

14 ind when he had spent all, there arose a mighty
famine in that 3land ; and he began to be in want.,

15 And he went and joined himself to 4a citizen of
that country ; and he sent him into his fields to feed
swine,

16 And he would fain have sfilled his belly with
the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave
unto him,

17 6 And when he came to himseli, he said, How
many hired servants of my father's have bread enough
and to spare, and I perish 7with hunger!

18 1 will arlse and go to my father, and will say un-
to him, Father, 1 huve siuned against heaven, and
¢ before thee,

19 9 And am no more worthy to he called thy son :
make me as one of thy hired servants,

20 And he arose, and came to his father. But
10 wlen he wus yet 11 grent way off, his father saw
him, and 12 had compassion, and ran, and fell on his
neck, and kissed him

21 And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned
against heaven, and in thy sight 9and am no more
worthy to be called thy son,

22 But the futher sald to his servants, Bring forth
10 the best robe, and put # on him ; and put a ring on
his hand, and shoes on his feet ©

23 And bring 1 hither the fatted calf, and kill it ;
and let us eat, and 19 be merry :

24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again ; he
was lost, and Is found, And they began to be merry.

Revised Version—Ithy substance; 2he; 3country; 4one of the cltizens; *been filled with; ¢But;
There ; #in thy sight ; ®1am ; 10 while ; 1 afar off ; 12 was moved with compussion ; 10 quickly ; 11 Omit hither ;

12make merry.
DAILY READINGS

M.—Lost and found, Luke 15; 1-10, T.—The Prodi-
gal Son, Luke 15 :11-24, W.—Joy in the house, Luke
15: 2582, Th,—The Deeeitful heart, . 178 1-11,
F.—Punishment and mercy, 2 Chron. 1-13. S,—
Repenting and returning. 8.—Return! Hosea ch. 14,

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 22. IHow did Christ,
being the Son of God, become man? A, Christ, the SBon
of God, became man, by taking to himself a true

hody, and n reasonnble soul, being conceived by the
hower of the Holy Ghost, in the womb of the Virgin
Mary, and born of her, yet without sin.

1. T Departute, 1148
1 ne w¥ Aty '.oiam)’i'e.
TV The Welcome, 36 t)-54.
Lesson Hl'mnl—lkmk of Praise, 129 ; 152 ; 76 (Ps,
Sel,) ; 144 060 (from Primary Qnarterly) ; 151,

EXPOSITION

Time and Place—January, 30 A.D.; some-
where in Peraa, beyond Jordan.

Connecting Links—Among those attrac-
ted to Jesus were some ‘‘publicans,” Jews
who had become Roman officials for gather-
ing taxes, and were therefore a particularly
despised class, and ‘‘sinners,”” members of
the degraded and outcast classes, Jesus
brought on Himself the criticism of the
Pharisees by His gracious reception of these
people. He replies to their fault-finding in
the three ‘‘ evangelic parables,”” which teach
that the loving Father rejoices to welcome
back any lost soul. God is represented in
two aspects—in the parables of the Lost
Sheepand LostCoin asin gearch of the sinner,
in that of the Prodigal Son as welcoming the
sinner who seeks Him.

I. The Departure, 11-13(a).

Vs, 11, 12, And he said ; now drawing a
parable from a rich, as He had done just
before (vs. 8, 9) from o poor home. A cer-
tain man ; a father, representing God, who
is the kindest of fathers. Had two sons ; the
elder a picture of the selfish and self-
righteous Pharisees, the younger of the

“sinners,”” who saw that they were lost, and
came to Jesus to be gaved. And the younger
.« #aid ; choosing, a8 every sinner does, his
own foolish way,  The portion of goods. See
Light from the East. i living ; his posses-
gions,  The father yielded to his son’s un-
filial request, secing that he would no longer
be satisfied to live at home. 8o God, with-
out respect of persons (Acts 10: 34), has
given many blessings to all men, Ps, 145 : 9.
These he intends them to usge at home, under
His guidance, and in obedience to His laws.
But He has given them also freedom of will.
Some can be saved only by being allowed to
act out their own wrong choice, until they
find how bitter its fruit is,

V. 13(a). Nob many days after; quickly
execnting o design previously formed. Gath-
ered all together ; greedily sweeping in all his
wealth, A far country ; as far away as pos-
gible from home associations and home re-
straints, (Compare Acts 2:39; Eph. 2:
18-17.)

II. The Far Country, 18(b)-16.

Va. 13(b), 14,
tered his wealth in all directions.

Wasted his substance; scat~
Riotous




The Prodigal Son

living ; debanchery—literally, living so reck-
lessly that he was apparently past saving.
Having forsaken God, men plunge into all
kinds of &in, Rom. 1: 21. Spent all; a vivid
description of men’s poverty without God.
1 mighty famine ; only too well known in the
East (compare Acts 11: 28, 29); especially
heavy on the poor. The prodigal's want
was not only bodily but piritual, Amos8:11.

Vs, 15, 16. Joined himself to ; *“ hived him-
self to” (Weymonth), He practically be-
came aslave. 7o feed swine ; an abomination
teaJew. He would fain have filled his belly.
Another reading is ““he would gladly have
devoured.”  Husks. See Light from the
Enst.  No man gave unto him. ‘¢ Neither
food nor love abounded in that country,”
(Bruce.)

III. The Return, 17-20(a).

V. 17. When he came to himself. At last he
came to his true self, his sane mind, and
realized the situation. Hired servants ; day
laborers, the drudges, not so well off as the
elaves. Kin has no jovs that can make up
for tire loss of God's presence, Ps, 84: 10, I
perish with hunger. How much there is in
this “I”! “T who might have enjoyed
such an inheritance " |

Vs. 18-20(a). I will arise. When the heart
turns in the right direction, the feet will
goon follow. My father. He knows his
father well enough to be sure that he can
always count on his love. (Compare Isa. 55 :
7;Jer.3:12; Hos. 14:1, 2.) I have sinned ;
a frank confession of his mistake and folly.
Against heaven.  All sin is against God, Ps.
51: 4. Inthysight. He knows his father's
ndgment of his foolish and wicked conduct.
(Compare Ps. 73 : 22.) To be called thy son.
By gin we forfeit our place in God’s family.
Make me as one of thy hired servants ; and so
give an opportunity of making amends. And
he arose, and came to his father; giving prac-
tical effect to his resolve, even to facing the
shame of abandoned duties and forsaken
friends.

IV. The Welcome, 20(b)-24.

V 20(b). A great way of. Compare Eph.,
2+ 13. His father saw him. He had long
been- on the watch. So God is willing to
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forgive and bless, Isa. 49: 15: Matt. 7 : 11.
Had compassion, and ran, and Jell on his neck ;
even before he knew with what feelings the
son had come back. He had forgiven him
completely. (Compare Ps. 103 : 8-10, 12.)
Kissed him much (Rev. Ver. margin) ; that is,
with warmth and depth of feeling,

Vs. 21-24. And the son said ; making his
confession just as he had planned, except
the request to be made a servant. Dut after
his loving reception, he could not make
such a proposal ; or perhaps his father cut
his plea ¢hort (compare Ps, 82: 5; Isa. 65 :
24). It would have been an insult to such
love to have asked for a menial position,
The best robe; given only to an honored
guest—cover every trace of his fall as soon
as possible. A4 ring; perhaps with the
family erest upon it, so that he shall have
the authority of a son. Shoes on his feet ;a
gign of comfort, for slaves and day-laborers
went barefoot. Fatted calf ; kept in readi-
ness in case of the sudden arrival of guests.
Was dead; a description of the sinner’s
spiritual condition, Rom. 6: 13; Eph. 2: 1.
Was lost; his whereabouts unknown. How
dear the sinner must be to God, when He so
deeply fecls his loss! Says Farrar, *This
poor youth had been in the exact Roman
sense perditus—a ‘lost’, an abandoned char-
acter.” But though lost, he was still loved.

Light from the East

Porrion—As the Hebrows had no written
wills, the father, in order to prepare the way
for the undisputed succession of the principal
heir, often gave a share of his property to
the youuger children and sent them away
during his life time to set up establighments
of their own. When this was dove, they
could not make any further claim against
the estate. Where there were only two sons,
the portion of the younger would be one
third of the whole. The younger son could
not force such a settlement, but the parable
represents him as suggesting it and the
father as acquiescing in it.

Husgs—The pods of the ecarob, called
sometimes the locust tree, which grows to a
large size all along the Mediterranean. It
has dark, glossy, evergreen leaves, shaped
somewhat like those of our ash. It blos-
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somsabout the end of February and the pods
are found in enormous quantities in April
and May. They are flat and narrow, six to
ten inches long, shaped like a horn, and en-
close a sweet pulpy substance in which the
seeds are embedded. They are still sold in

all Oriental towns, and are used by an Eng-
lish firm in the composition of Thorley’s
food for cattle. Jewellers once used the
brown hard seeds as weights for weighing
gold and silver, and hence the familiar term
¢ carat.”

APPLICATION

A jar country, v. 13. It might have been
imperial Rome, or gilded Corinth, or Orien-
tal Antioch, to which the Jewish prodigal

turned his wayward feet. But

’;‘:‘:“‘ whatever may be the alluring

object or the particular vice, the
pathway of the sinful wanderer leads away
from God. Like a ship, leaving the balmy
breezes of the tropics and the sunlight of its
summer seas, and turning its prow ever
northward until the days shorten, and the
storms grow fiercer, and the icicles cling
about the rigging, and an appalling solitude
of frost and snow takes the place of genial
civilization, is the sonl that leaves behind
the warmth of God's love, the kindly fellow-
ship of His children, the peaceful security of
His wise government, the golden hopes of
His promises, and takes his journey to a
country whereacruel selfishness congeals the
fountain of human kindness, and exhausted
self-tndulgence leaves life an awful desola-
tion.

A mighty famine, v. 14. Let those witness
who have experienced it! The writer of
Ecclesiastes says (ch. 2: 10, 11, Rev. Ver.)
“Whatsoever mine eyes desired
I kept not from them: I with-
held not my heart from any joy
....Then I looked on all the works that my
hands had wrought, ....and behold, all was
vanity and a striving after wind.” Lord
Chesterfield, celebrated for all the elegancies
of a courtly, and all the accomplishments of
a gocial, life,”” adds: “T am now at the age
of sixty years: I have been as wicked as
Solomon : I have not been so wise ; but this
I know, that all is vanity and vexation of
spirit.”” How sad is Byron's well-known
confession before his life was half spent :

Vanity and
Vexation

« My days are in the vellow leaf,
%‘he flowers and fruits of love are gone ;
The worm, the anguish, and the grief,
Are mine alone.”

And poor Burng’ sad lament over the inne
consequences of vice :

T waive the quantum o’ the sin,
The hazard o’ concealing ;
But och ! it hardens a’ within

And petrifies the feeling!”

He came to himself, v. 17. Could there be a
more beautiful description of what conver-
sion really is? For sin is madness; and like
the light of reason dawning at
Yength in the poor maniac's
brain, is the knowledge of the
Eternal Father’s home and of His forgiving
love bursting on the sinner’s soul. He sees
things clearly ; what a fool he has been;
what a far country he has travelled to ; what
empty husks he feeds upon. He has true
vigions of His Father's home, its light and
warmth and abundance. He is sane now.
Alas, what need that men should come to
themselves ! How abject is their despair!
Yet over every forsaken and friendless one
God yearns with tender solicitude, and offers
help and protection and a crown of glory,
though many know it not.

He arose, v. 20. Mere knowledge by itself
is insnflicient. The visions the poor prodigal
had of his father’s table groaning under its

over-abundance might fill him

v':x::d with vain regrets; they could

not feed him. The vision must
end in a decision, the knowledge in an act,
if it is to save. 8o he arose and went to his
father. Many people, it is to be feared, may
not be saved, because, although well in-
etructed in matters of faith, they simply will
not arise and come to God. No man ever
honestly called upon the name of the Lord
who was not saved. We can never enter the
Father's home through the door of our own
righteousness or truth or purity, but the
door of divine mercy is always open to admit
the guiltiest and the most unworthy.

Sunrise in
the Soul
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Bring forth the best robe, v. 22. What a
welcome ! Neither in the wardrobe nor the
larder of the old home was there anything
too good for the returned prodi-
gal ; nor will God spare the
riches of His grace and glory on
His penitent son. What a parable! Place
in one scale all the wisdom of the sages, all
the maxims of the philosophers, all the

A Lavish
Love
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dreams of the poets, and put in the other
this parable, and it outweighs them all in
beauty, siinplicity, love, truth and hope.

Was dead, and is alive again, v, 24.  Behind
the choice by which we return to God is His
gracious power enlightening our
minds, changing our affections,
renewing our will. But for this
we should be helpless as a dead man.

A Spiritual
Resurrection

TEACHING HINTS

This section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in the school.

For Bible Class Teachers

Why is this parable the most celebrated
and ti.e most popular of all the parables of
our Lord? Get the class to explain, how-
ever imperfectly, what elements in it appeal
to themselves. Aim dt enabling them to
understand the tender grace of the story.

Describe the younger son in his home.
Why was he dissatisfied? Explain his re-
quest, and be careful to add that the request
was not at variance with ancient thought
and custom, though wholly unbecoming,
from our point of view. Not the request
itself, but rather its motive, was blame-
worthy. What shows that he had no in-
tention of returning? Speak of the differ-
ent stages of his life in the distant country.

Next, note his reflections. He comes to
himself ; he sees what evil he had wrought
to himself ; but more than this, he sees that
this evil is sin against God and his father.
He resolves to return home and to ask a
place among his father's hired servants, as
he has forfeited all title to the name and
position of ason. The purpose of confession
and amendment is at once accomplished.
He sets out for home.

Then pass to describe the welcome given
him. He confesses his gin, but the reception
he meets with prevents him from asking to
be permitted to serve for wages ; how could
he ask this when he was spoken to and
treated as a son ?

Such is the story. What now is its appli-

i is_the penitent

with the language of the parable. Teach
that the glory of the parable is not the
knowledge which it shows of sin and its
effects, but the insight which it affords into
the heart and ways of God. The father's
treatment of his son isan evidence of a love,
strong and deep. So is it with God. His
love for the penitent is unquestionable.

Ask how the son must have viewed his
past life in the light of his father’s love. It
must have appeared only the more shameful
and dishonorable. It is thus, too, that the
Christian feels. Sin becomes the more de-
testable to him, because it is treason against
his most loving and tender Father in heaven.
The love of the Father must “e met with a
corresponding love. The love of the Father
cleanses the heart from sin.

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls

The scholars will have a good deal of curi-
osity in regard to the statements of v. 1.
Gratify it : explain to them who are meant
by ‘““the publicans’’ and *the sinners.”
Why should these crowd around Jesus?
And why should He welcome them and
make them His companions?

They will have some questions, too, to ask
in regard to the lost sheep, and more still in
regard to the lost coin. Gratify them on
these points, also; for it will bring about
the attitude of heart, if one may so speak,
which is necessary to take in the parable of
the Lesson. (Remember that this Lesson
will find its way, not through the head, but
through the heart.)

It will not be wise to try to separate the
parable from its signification, going over the__

‘ sinner ; the father is God. Trace the career

of the sinner in its different phases—sin,
migery, repentance, mercy. Connect these

parable step by step, and then going back to
find out what it is intended to teach. The
scholars all know the parable, What is to
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be desired is that they should get its hidden
meaning into their souls,

The story is of a young man who had his
swing. We see him first as a young man
who didn’t know when he was well off.  He had
all that any one could have, in his father's
house (how very good a father, we shall find
out before the story isdone!). Wearenever
g0 well off as when we keep close to God.
(See Ps. 34: 11.)

His foolish request (v. 12) and what fol-
lowed (v. 13) reveals him to us as taking the
very surest way of making himself badly off.
He wanted his own way ; he wanted to be
independent of his father ; he wandered far
away from his father ; and he plunged up to
the neck into dissipation. What a picture
of us poor sinners ! We want our own way,
not God’s; we wander off into the devil's
country ; and we drink to our fill of sin.
What did he make of it all? A swine trongh

The Prodigal Son

and a few husks. Are we likely to make any
more out of gin? For the wages it brings,
see Rom. 6 : 23. This is the dark side of the
story.

The bright side—and a very bright side it
is—follows. His very wretchedness opens
the young man’s eyes to see how badly off he is.
Thank God for suffering and shame, when
these make us see what sin really is. He
plans belter than he knows to become well off again
(ve. 18, 19). There is sure riches and joy to
the sinner who turns his face Godward. Ie
not only plans, but acts, *‘He arose, and
came to his father” : that is the real turning
point in one's life,

All the time we have not heard much
about the father; but he was watching,
waiting, hoping—as God does for our return.
And what a shower «{ blessing falls about
the returning prodigal ! Have the scholars
read Isa. 55: 1, 6, 7, 8, 9.

ADDED HINTS AND HELPS

In this section will be found further assist-
ance under various headings.

Lesson Outline
Tue Sox Lostr axp Fouvxp
I. The Foolish Choice.
1. The father and his sons.
2. The younger son’s demand.
3. The father's consent.
I1. A Riotous Life.
1. The young man's wealth.
2. In a far country.
3. His wasteful extravagance.
ITI. Deep Poverty.
1. Money all spent.
2. The famine.
3. The enslavement.
4. The swine trough.
IV. The Wise Resolve.
1. Folly and gin realized.
2. A happy home remembered.
3. The decision made and acted upon.

V. The Loving Welcome.

. The father on the watch.
. His great compassion.

. His outpouring of love.

. The son's confession.

. The welcome confirmed

o 1o =

D o

Lesson Points

A dutiful gon will demand little and de-
serve much, v. 12,

Woe follows quickly in the wake of waste,
v. 13,

Sin blinds, then binds, and at last grinds.
vs. 13, 15, 16.

The misery of present pain is multiplied
by the memory of past pleasure. v. 17.

God’s compassion furnishes firm footing
for man’s confidence. v. 20, !

The song of saved sinners makes the
sweetest music in the ears of the Saviour,
v. 23,

In conversion, the sinner gives himself
back to God just as He is. He does not seek
to make Himself better. He does not delay
to work out for himself a robe of righteous-
ness. He does not even wait for deeper
feelings or more intense convictions, He
puts himself at once in God’s hands, sure
that for Christ’s sake, He will make him all
he should be. This is the whole matter—
this only ; but all this.—Dr. W. M., Taylor,

Topics for Brief Papers
(To be ready on the day of the Lesson)
1. The fanlt-finding Pharisecs,
2. The way back 0 Gud.

Ul I§
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Prove from Scripture
That the Lord is full of compassion.

Iesson Questions
[From the HOME STUDY QUARTERLY]

Juniors — Who had found fault with
Jesus? Name the parables in the Lesson
chapter.

11-13(a) How many sons spoken of in
the Lesson? What request made by the
vounger? Why did he ask this? Whither
did he go?

13(b)-16 How did the prodigal live at first
in the “far country”?  What brought this
kind of life to an end? From whom did he
ask help? At what work did this man set
him? How hungry waghe?

17-19(a) What did the wanderer resolve
todo? What led him to this resolve? Of
what place did he think himself unworthy ?
Why ?

19(b)-23 How did the father receive him ?
What did the son say ? How did the father
interrupt? How did he show his joy ?

Seniors and the Home Department—
Explain the purpose of the three parables in
the Lesson chapter. What difference be-
tween the first two and the third ?

11-16 What two classes represented by the
two sons? What separates men from God ?
(Tsa. 59:2.) How are they made nigh to
Him? (Eph. 2:13.) What is said of “the

pleasure of sin”'? (Heb. 11:25.) Where
can we find enduring pleasures? (Ps. 16: 11.)

17-19(a) To what is sin here compared?
What is repentance unto life? (8. Cate-
chism, Ques. 87.) “

19(b)-23 Show that God is willing to for-
give, (Isa. 1:18.) The condition of for-
giveness? (1 John1:9,)

Seek-Further Questions —In what
Psalm is God likened to a father? Give a
Bible promise of forgiveness to the penitent.

Answers to Seek-Further Questions—
(1) The Passover, Ex. 12:11. (2) The par-
able of the Unjust Steward, Luke 16 : 1-8,

The Catechism

Ques, 22, How Christ became man.
not become the Son of God. That He always
was. But He became man. He is now a
refll man, because He hasa true body, Luke

: 40 tells us that He had, as a boy, a body
which grew. From Luke 24: 39 we learn
that He had a body which could be seen and
handled. Then, every man has a soul as
well as a body. And Christ had a soul.
The word *“ reasonable ** is intended to teach
that His soul is like ours, a soul that grew
in wisdom, Luke 2: 52, a soul that had the
same feclings and desires as ours, except
that there was no sin in Him. His body
was prepared for Him by the Holy (ihost.
It was the shrine of His divine nature.

He did

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES

Introduction—Can you all say this big word?

(Print) ParaBLe. Do you like

stories? A parable is a short story meant to teach us some good lesson. Jesus uttered

many parables. Do you re-

Gop

I wiLL ARISE

AND GO
To My

FATHER

AITING
ATCHING

member the parable about
the Faithful Servants? Recall
Lesson.

Lesson Subject—Jesus describ-
ing the love of God for sin-
ners.

Lesson—To-day we are going
to hear another of Jesus’ para-
bles. 'We'll print the name of
the story—Tue Propicar Sox.
Alittle girl used tosay * Prob-
able Son.” Let me hear if
you can say ‘ prodigal.”” It
means spendthrift, that is, one
who spends what some one else
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has had hard work, perhaps during many
long years, in earning.

A Fuather's Love—Tell a story of a little girl
or boy lost in the streets of a great city.
Describe the anxiety of the father, his yearn-
ing love for his lost boy, sparing no pains to
find his child, searching till at last he is
found. Then describe the joy of the father
when the little fellow is once more in his
arms.  And how happy the boy is to be
once more under the father's loving care !

The Prodigal Son—Picture the home of the
two young sons. (See a description of the
home and home life of an Eastern family of
importance in those days.) One son is a
quiet, careful boy : the other son is inclined
to be wilful and disobedient. He is the
youngest, and no doubt is much loved and
possibly spoiled. One day he said to his
father, ‘“Give me my share of your mondy,
ete.”” Each son is given his share. A few
days after, the younger son took ail that be-
longed to him and went away to a far
country. There he spent all his money in
doing foolish and harmful things. Soon

there came a famine in that land. He could,

get no food. He had no money. He went
to a farmer and asked him to let him work
for him. (Continue the story, vs. 16, 17;
repeat his words, vs, 18, 19.)

A Forgiving Earthly Father—How often had

he stood at the door, looking away off,
watching for the return of his dearly loved
son! He never wearies looking for him.
One day as he looks, See! the loved one is
returning! He goes out to meet him. De-
scribe the meeting, the confession, the joy,
the full forgiveness, the honor paid him by
his father. Picture the glad feast in the
old home.

A Forgiving Heavenly Father—Our heavenly
Father is even more loving and forgiving
than our earthly father. We are all His
children. Sometimes we want our own way
and we get away from Him. Wearesure to
get into misery and trouble. He is always
longing and watching for our return. Are
little people ever like the Prodigal Son?
Yes ! whenever we do naughty things, we are
turning away from Jesus. He is so ready to

RGIVE
ORGET
and take us in His arms again and treat us
as His own dear children.

Golden Text—Repeat. Going to our hea-
venly Father is just giving our heart (o God
through Jesus Christ. This we can do
without moving a step from where we are.

Something to Remember—That I know the
great love of God to me,

Something to Draw—Draw a heart. Within
it print the Golden Text.

SUPERINTENDENT’S BLACKBOARD REVIEW

THE SINNER’S

ANDERING
ANT
ISDOM
ELCOME

Bring out the main points in the beautiful story of the Lesson,
the loving reception of the son by his father.
the parable represents God, and the younger son the sinner.
that WaNDERING from God is ceasing to love and obey Him.
How did the prodigal show his Wispom ? By making

the loss of peace and joy, to WanT.

and carrying out the resolution to return to his father.
Just to confess our sing to Him and ask for pardon.

Dwell especially on
The scholars will tell you that the father in

Make clear by questions,
Then show how this leads to

What is it to return to God?
Are we sure of a WELcome, if we come

to God in this way ? Just as sure as was the prodigal that his father would not turn him
away. Quote the comparison between earthly fathers and the heavenly Father in Matt.
Press the gospel invitation lovingly upon all.

7: 11 to emphasise this point.

9)
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JESUS TEACHES HUMILITY

Lesson VIII
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May 22, 1904

Mark 10: 35-45. Study vs. 32-45. Commit to memory vs. 43-45. Read Luke 16: 1to 17 :

10; John 11: 154 ; Luke 17: 11

to 18 : 14 ; Matt. 19:

1t020: 19

GOLDEN TEXT--For even the Son ot man came not to be ministerad unt>, but to minister.--Mark 10 : 45,

35 and 1James and John, the sons of Zeb'edee,
come unto him, saying, Master, we would that thou
1d o for I ver we shall 2 desire,

36 And he said unto them, What would ye that I
should do for you?

87 They said unto him, Grant unto us that we ma
sit, one on thy right hand, and 3the other on thy left
hand, in thy glory.

38 But Je’sus said unto them, Ye know not what ye
ask : 4can ye drink of the cup that I drink of ? and
be bapti. with the baptism that I am baptized with ?

39 And they said unto him, We 5can, And Je'sus
g8id unto them, 6 Ye shall indeed drink of the cup
that I drink of ; and with the baptism that I am bap-
tized withal shall ye be baptized :

Revised Version—! there come near unto him Jai
2ask of thee ; 3one; 4 Are ye able to drink the cup that

I drink ye shall drink ; 7is for them ; 8 hath

40 But to sit on my right hand and on my lefthand
is not mine to give ; but it 1shall be given to them for
whom it #is prepared.

41 And when the ten heard it, they began to be
9much displeased with James and John,

42 10 But Je’sus called them to him, and saith unto
them, Ye know that they which are accounted to
rule over the Gentiles exércise lordship over them ;
and their great ones 11 exercise authority 12 upon them,

43 But 1350 shall it not be among you; but whoso-
ever U will be great among you, shall be yourminisier:

And .whosoever 150f you will be the chiefest,
shall be sérvant of all,

45 For 16 even the Son of man came not to be minis-
tered unto, but to minister, and to give his life
ransom for many,

mes and John, the sons of Zebedee, saying unto him ;
I drink ? or to be haptized ; 5are able 3 6Tne cup that
th been ; 9 moved with indignation concerning ; 10 And ; 1 lord it;

130ver; 131t is not 50 ; 14 would become ; 15 would be first among you ; 16 verily.

DAILY READINGS

M.—Jesus teaches humility, Mark 10: 8545, T.—
The greatest, Matt, 18: 1-11, .~The lower place,
Luke 14: 1-11. Th, —Preferring one another, Rom,
12:1-13, F.—Humility condemned, 1 Pet. 5:1-11, 8.
—An enmrle,John : 1117, 8.—Christ’s humility,
Phil, 2: 1-11,

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 28, What offices doth
Christ ezecule as our Redeeer? A. Christ, as our Re-

deemer, executeth the offices of a prophet, of a priest,
and of a king, both in his estate of humiliation and
exaltation,
£ stssoN PLAN
» An Ambitious Request, 35.37,
II. A Searchin; dom, 3
IIL, A Great Principie, S1age 0
Lesson Hymns-—Book of Praise, 240; 250; 56 (Ps,
8el.) ; 238 ; 525 (from Primary Quartenly) ; 54,

EXPOSITION

Time and Place—March, 30, A.D. ; Perma.

Connecting Links—Verse 1 records our
Lord’s departure from Galilee to Perma.
Luke, chs. 9:51 to 18 : 14, covers His mimstry
in the latter region. Between last Lesson and
to-day’s are to be placed the visit to Bethle-
hem and the raising of Lazarus, John ch. 11 3
the retirement to Ephraim, a city of Judeea,
from the hatred of the Pharisees, John 11 :
53-67 ; and the return to Perwma, to resume
the journey towards Jerusalem, teaching and
healing by the way. The time of His death
is near at hand, and He is steadfastly moving
on to that city where His disciples knew
He would be killed, and announces again,
that even the Son of Man will give up His life
into the hands of the cruel leaders of the
people.

I. An Ambitious Request, 35-37.

V. 85. James and John ; the usual order,
probably because James was the elder. With
Peter they formed the inner circle of our
Lord’s disciples. Sons of Zebedee ; early dis-
ciples (ch. 1: 19, 20), whoshould by this time
have known more of the purposes of Jesus in
His kingdom. Perhaps they were jealous of

the leading position that Peter had taken,
Do . . whatsoever we shall desire. Their mother,
Salome, joined in this request, Matt. 20 : 20,
Salome was probably the sister of Mary,
Jesus’ mother, and James and John there-
fore His cousins. They made use of family
relationship to gain an advantage over the
other disciples. Jesus had promised that the
disciples would sit on twelve thrones (Matt,
19 : 28), and this may have roused the ambi-
tion of the mother and her sons to secure
the chief places. Their coming to Him
in the attitude of worship (Matt. 20: 20)
showed that they fully recognized Him as
King, though He had just said that He was
abouttodiea slave’s death, vs. 83, 34, What
an untimely request to make of Jesus, when
He was going forward to the self-sacrifice of
Calvary | They were thinking of their own
self-advancement.

Vs. 36, 87. What would ye ? Jesus, like a
skilful surgeon, would lay bare their ambi-
tion, that He may remove it. Right hand . .
left hand ; the chief places of honor, the right
hand being the highest, and the left hand
next. (Compare ch. 9:34.) In thy glory ;
that is, in the final abode where Christ shall
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reign as Messiah, probably still regarded by
the disciples as a great earthly kingdom.

II. A Bearching Question, 38-40,

V. 38. Ye know not. They did not know,
either how great was the blessing they asked,
or the way it was to be won, namely, through
suffering. And they were seeking selfish
honor, which stirred up feelings of jealousy
instead of love among the twelve, v. 41,
Drink of the eup ; the portion that falls to a
man in life, Ps, 16:5; 23: 5; Isa. 51: 17 ;
Jer. 49:12. The cup of the Messianic King
will be full of bitterness, instead of happi-
ness in the worldly sense (see Mark 14 : 36).
*“The cup signifies suffering voluntarily
undertaken.” Baptized with the baptism. This
second description of Christ’s sufferings re-
fers to their overwhelming power : to under-
go a terrible ordeal of suffering (compare Ps.
18:16;42:7;69:1). Onlyso will Heenter
upon His kingdom. He thinks more of the
suffering than of the honor.

Vs. 39, 40. We are able (Rev. Ver.). They
did not realize what this meant, but this re-
ply to the solemn words of Jesus proves their
willingness to suffer with their Lord. Ye
shall indeed. %o earnestly did they desire the
companionship of Jesus, that they were
willing to go with Him even into sufferings.
Their request was, therefore, granted. Janies
was slain by Herod, and John, besides being
exiled to Patmos, endured many persecu-
tions, outliving the rest of the twelve. Not
mine to give ; *“is not & matter of mere per-
sonal favor ; favoritism has no place here; it
depends on fitness.” (Bruce.) Forwhom it is
prepared. There is no favoritism with Jesus,
Only those who are fit to occupy thrones
will be permitted to sit upon them, and fit-
ness depends on seli-denying service. All is
done by a righteous Father, whose disposi-
tions fulfil the moral law.

III. A Great Principle, 41-45.

Vs. 41, 42. The ten . . began to be much dis-
pleased. Their anger, on account of the un-
worthy advantage taken by the two, though
natural, showed the ten to be capable of a
like selfish ambition. Jesus called them ;
knowing what was in their hearts. How it
must have distressed Him to see how little
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His disciples understood the kingdom, which
80 soon, after His own death was to be en-
trusted to them! Much they needed His
gentle reproof. Are accounted to rule over
(“those: who are deemed rulers among,”
Weymouth) the Gentiies; the kingdoms of
this world. They only seem to rule, they
have the honor and the fame of ruling, but
they do not rule in the true sense. Lord it
over (Rev. Ver.) ; thatis, they rule according
to their own caprice. Great ones ; magnates,
high officials.  Exercise authority upon them ;
‘““make them feel their authority.” (Wey-
mouth.) Display of power, and selfish use
of it, are the custom of the heathen world,

Vs. 43-45. Itisnot 3o among you (Rev. Ver.).
The principles of Christ’s kingdom are
exactly opposite to those of the world. Your
minister ; that ig, your servant. True ambi-
tion is the desire to be greater than othersin
the help that one can render to others.
Chiefest . . . servant of all. Even greater than
a “minister” (servant) is a ‘“servant”
(bond-slave). Son of man. *‘ He is the head
of humanity, and yet He serves men, and not
men Him.” (Gould.) Ministered unto; that
is, ‘““be waited upon.” The King Himself
is the greatest Servant.'- 7o minister; the
principle and secret of every action of Jesus’
life. His life a ransom for many. Jesus dies,
and others live. The many are slaves sold
under sin and in the power of death. By
His death they are freed from bondage, and
brought into the kingdom of God. No higher
service could be done than this (see John
15:13).

Light from the East

Cup—Had a well-defined figurative mean-
ing in ancient speech, namely, the experi-
ences of life through which a man had to
pass, whether they were pleasant or painful,
as if God were a host asking His guest to
drink happiness or misery. And as it wasa
eustom for friends to signify the warmth of
their friendship by drinking out of the same
cup, the Master asks His friends who wished
to share His glory, if they were prepared to
drink that dranght of contempt, mockery
and soffering which was before Him,

Ransom—Among the Hebrews had many
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meanings, but one general idea ran through
them all. It signified the money given to
recover an inheritance that had been sold ;
the price paid to redeem a kinsman who had
been compelled by poverty to sell himself
into slavery ; the amount which was given
for the firstlings of unclean animals which
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belonged to God, but could not be sacrificed ;
the five shekels that were paid for the life of
every firstborn son ; the hali shekel which
every Hebrew over twenty paid at the
census ; and the money given by the owner
of a vicious ox to the relatives of the man
whom he had gored.

APPLICATION

Do for us whatsoever we shall desire, v. 35.
It is a foolish and unscriptural view of
prayer that declares we will getanything we

ask, provided we only have

A;.';'.:" faith to expect it. James and

John did not doubt the ability
of Jesus to give a favorable answer, but they
seemed to have hesitated at the worthiness
of their request, and justly so. It was a
pagan’s prayer. The heathen says to his
idol : “Give me what I want.” The Chris-
tian says to his God : *‘ Do for me whatsoever
Thou desirest.”” It is a higher faith that

leaves the request in the hands of God.
The prudent father does not give his child a

razor because he asks for it, and God denies
many an ambitious petition, because it is as
dangerous to the man, as the razor to the
child.

In thy glory, v. 37. James and John could
have supported their claim with a very
plausible plea. It would seem that their

mother Salome was a sister of
°'°';r::“' Mary ; and therefore they were

cousins of Jesus, and, according
to Oriental usage, entitled to the most honor-
able offices at His disposal. But the essen-
tial selfishness of their motive is very ap-
parent. They do not ask to be crucified, one
on the right hand and the other on the left
hand of His eross, but only to hold these
conspicnous places in His glory. The true
test of discipleship is not to occupy the fore-
most seats in the synagogue, when *“ religion
walks in silver shoes,” but to be faithful to
one’s post in times of depression, hardship
and persecution. Even Mammon can ad-
mire heaven'’s golden pavement ; but it takes
a converted Paul to declare, *‘God forbid
that I should glory, save in the cross.” The
emblem of shame had become his boast.

To them for whom it is prepared, v. 40. Mere
caprice, or favoritism, or the accidental ties

of kinship have nothing to do with the
award of heaven's highest
honors. In that purely spirit-
ual realm other principles rule
supreme : ‘‘shall not the Judge of all the
earth do right?” Our immediate business
is with ““the cup,” the Old Testament sym-
bol for portion of life ; which Christ drank,
and which is offered to our lips, and the bap-
tism with which He was baptized. Are we
able for these ? :

Euxercise lordship, v. 42, To most of us a
sense of anthority is very pleasing. Welike
to have our commands considered as su-
preme, our word regarded as
law. But the love of power un-
restrained has often spread
wreck and ruin. It has always been a fruit-
ful cause of misery. It has been the mother
of many crimes and has stained the steps to
the throne with innocent blood. Power, be
it little or much, is safe in our hands, only
when we regard it as a sacred trust, to be
used for the glory of God and the good of
others,

Servant of all, v. 4. Asthe barley ears that
bear the most fruit hang lowest, as the fra-
grant violet shrouds iteelf under its own

leaves, ‘‘as incense smells the
n;::,"“ sweetest when it is beaten the
smallest,” so the chiefest of
Christ’s disciples conceal their own im-
portance behind their interest in others.
Mr. Gladstone was in the habit of accosting
a little street sweep for whom he had taken
a fancy. But several days passed and the
little lad was not athis post. Mr. Gladstone
inquired where he stayed, and was found
one day sitting in the lonely attic reading
the Testament at the bedside of the city
waif. Although the cares of an empire
weighed upon him, he showed his greatness
in becoming the servant of the humblest.

Our
Business

Love of
Power
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Even the Son of man, v. 45. His was by
right the highest place among men. And
this place might have been swiftly His, had
He chosen to yield to the voice
of the tempter. The magnifi-
cence and power of a great
earthly throne were offered to Him. But
He chose instead the Cross. He knew that
thus He would establish a kingdom that
would endure after all others had perished,
a kingdom whose subjects would serve Him
with adoring love and boundless gratitude,
called forth by His wonderful sacrifice.

Choosing the
Cross

Jesus Teaches Humility

His life a ransom, v. 45. The Jubilee year
brought to the Hebrew slave glad release
from his bondage. Our year of Jubilee has

come. The price of our freedom

The year of has been paid. We have been

delivered from the power of

sin. The Cross is the emblem of our liberty.

Through its sacrifice our shackles are struck

off. With loving, grateful hearts, we enter

now the service of Him who has purchased

us at so great a cost. We yield ourselves to

His will, not by compulsion, but because we
find in it our highest joy.

TEACHING HINTS

This section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in the school.

For Bible Class Teachers

Try to obtain one or more ways of dividing
the Lesson. Help the scholars by taking
advantage of any answers you get. Remem-
ber that your chief aim should be to quicken
and strengthen their powers ; to teach them
how to study a lesson for themselves,

You know the time in our Lord’s life at
which this incident occurred. Have we any
right to be surprised at the request? Would
the rest of the disciples have done the same ?
Were the views of the rest identical with
those of James and John ?

Ask that the request be read or repeated.
What does it amount to? Why did they
speak go vaguely ? Did they wish to commit
our Lord by a promise given in ignorance,
or did they expect Him to answer as He
did? 1Is there anything wrong with the
request? Why should James and John,
who may have been our Lord’s cousins,
who were among His first disciples, and who
were excelled in fidelity by none, not be en-
titled to ask their Master for the two highest
positions in the kingdom He was about to
establish? Are such requests ever made to
kings to-day ? Are they wrong ?

What did our Lord wean when He said,
“Ye know not what ye ask”’? What is His
cup? What His baptism? Do these differ
from one another ?

Was the answer of James and John the
reply of mere ignorance? Or is there a
vraiseworthy element in it? Did Jesus

doubt their ability to drink His cup? 1If so,
why ? Call for an explanation of the sense
in which James and John drank of our
Lord’s cup. Show the difference of their
careers, and take occasion to point out the
different ways in which this prediction of
our Lord was fulfilled.

Enquire next what Jesus meant by saying,
“‘is not mine to give.” Ts He thinking of
His Father's will? This is possible. Noth-
ing would be more natural than for our
Lord to answer : ““ It is not My will, but My
Father’s will, which decides such matters.”
But the class will perhaps feel that this ex-
planation is not adequate. If they do so,
they are proving capable scholars. Seek
now for the principle implied in the words
““for whom it is prepared,” but reserve the
fuller discussion of this point till you have
dealt with the resentment of the ten.

You will have no difficulty in getting any
member of the class to account for the anger
of the ten, but it will be profitable to obtain
several answers, See if anybody will stand
up for the two brothers. Make the ten
expostulate with the two, and the two
answer them. v

Inform the class that you are now coming
to the lesson of the Lesson, to a lesson which,
even after two thousand years, the church
itself has learned very imperfectly, What
is that lesson? The kingdom of God differs
from all earthly kingdoms. In an earthly
kingdom the grehoest men are those who
rule over others, and whom others serve ;
in the kingdom of God the greatest are those
who serve most. The foremost places in the

¢
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kingdom of God are not assigned by any
favoritism, or by caprice, or by mere will ;
they are given on a fixed principle. This
principle is that the first place goes to the
man who serves most. Graatness in the
kingdom means service in the kingdom.
Note that our Lord offers Himself as the
illustration of this principle. The King
came not to be served, but to serve. Hig
very death was service, the highest service
that could be rendered to man. All true
greatness is the same as His. His place is
the highest, because His service has been
the greatest. The places next to Him are
prepared for those who serve most like Him.

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls

The setting is often absolutely necessary
to the full understanding of the Lesson. It
is 8o in this case.

Begin, therefore, a little back. At what
time in our Lord’s ministry is the Lesson?
Where was He? Whither was He going?
Verses 32-3¢ should be read. When the
scholars realize that it was His last journey
to Jerusalem, where He was to be arrested,
falsely accused, put to death, and that He
was but a few days from the end, they will
be prepared to be indignant at the two and
the ten, and to see very far into the wonder-
ful words of Jesus to them,

The foolish request of James and John
comes first. Who they were, the Exposition
tells. People can generally be measured by
the things they want most. (Set the class
working this out in detail : it will open the
eyes of some of them to their own faults and
short-comings.) They were to be great men
by and by ; but they were very little mennow
—James and John. How did they come?
See v. 35—not in an open, straight-forward
way : they thought to entangle Jesus in &
promise for relationship’s or friendship’s
sake. We should do much for our friends;
but never things foolish, or wrong.

Jesus, like every righteous, truth-loving
man, is very direct. By the question of v.
36, He makes them speak out. Likely they
stammered a good deal in v. 87, but that is
what they had come to ask for, their mother
along with them, Matt. 20 : 20, 21.

What a request! They had the whole
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field before them : they may ask for what-
soever they desire. And this is what it
amounts to--two seats, and the honor and
power that go with them: an earthly king
and an earthly kingdom, and themselves the
foremost among the nobles. A small and
mean request, compared with what they
might have made. But do we choose even
as well asthey ? Whatabout ourambitions?
What do we desire most, and most earnestly
strive for? The meaner things of earth,
or the better things; things earthly, or
things heavenly ?

How did Jesus deal with these poor, short-
sighted men? How have our fathers dealt
with us in our childish follies! Very gent-
ly : the words of v. 38 were spoken very
tenderly. What do they mean? See Expo-
sition and Light from the East. ‘ Can you
share,”” says Jesus, ‘““ My sad portion of suf-
fering and shame ?”

One honors James and John more, when
he hears their brave answer—and they were
beginning to get some glimpse of the depths
of the woe before their Master—‘‘ We can !’

The response is staggering, but witha word
of uplift. The woe is all to be theirs; and
the honors? Only perhaps. That depends
on the Father in heaven (Matt. 20 : 23), and
as Jesus taught, which we shall see in a
moment, the Father gives the honors to
those who prove themselves by their deeds
worthy to receive them.

And now come the ten, to find fault, v. 41,
Does not their fault-finding show that they
areno better than the two. But is it not
often the case, that we are keen to see in
others the very faults to which we are blind
in ourselves ?

The Lord’s reply is one of the great sayings
of His ministry. Far reaching as it is, a
child can understand it. In worldly king-
doms—such kingdoms, at any rate, as the
kingdoms of those days were—honor was
measured by a man’s strength to rule over
others, In the Kingdom of Christ, honor
was to come through service of others. Be
sure to make this clear and memorable.

Jesus was Himself the great Exemplar of
all this, as v. 45 shows. Phil 2: 5-11, will
make a capital ending for the lesson, putting
full emphasis on the ‘‘ wherefore”’ of v. 9.
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In this section will be found further
assistance under the several headings.

Lesson Outline

True AND Fase GreATNESS
1. The Request of the Two Disciples.
1. Soon after the announcement of vs.
33, 34.
2. From two of the earliest disciples
5. Influenced by their mother, Matt.
20 : 20,
4. The searching question of Jesus,
5. An ambitious petition,
II. The Answer of Jewus,
1. Suffering must be expected,
2. Readiness to meet suffering professed.
3. Profession accepted and suffering pre-
dicted.
4. How to win promotion in the King-
dom,
IIT The Instruetion of the Twelve,
1. The displeasure of the ten,
2. The world’s view of greatness,
3. Greatness according to Jesus,
4. Our Example in service,

Lesson Points

Our desires should be subject to conscience
and reason, v. 35,

No other questions are so searching as
those of Jesus, v, 36,

It is nobler to be worthy of a crown,than
to wear it. v. 37,

Performance is the true test of profession.
v. 38.

The soldier counts it an honor to share the
dangers of his leader, v, 89,

Promotion in the kingdom of God is not
from, but in and for service, v. 40,

The world says, ** Give me " ; Jesus says,
“1give,” v, 42,

In the sight of heaven the lowliest are the
loftiest. v. 43,

Our Redeemer is also our Ruler, v. 45,

From the Library

Who can wonder to see some sparks of
weak and worldly desires in their holiest
teacher, when the blessed npostles were not
free from ambitious thoughts, while they
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ADDED HINTS AND HELPS

cat at the feet, yea, lay in the bosom of their
Saviour ?—Robert Hall.

Heaven-gates are not so highly arched
As princes’ palaces ; they that enter these
Must go upon their knees.—John Webster.

Humility and service, in the kingdom of
God, not only lead to greatness, they are
greatness ; that is, they are the supreme
marks of the Christian quality. And it is
one of the signs that the world is becoming
a seat of the kingdom of God, that rulers,
leaders, employers, and others are begin-
ning to recognize this idea of service as the
meaning of their position.—Gould.

The sufferings of our Saviour have moved
more men to repentance than all other moral
forces combined, and more than all others
have deepened throughout the whole world
the sense of the infinite preciousness of per-
sonal goodness.—Dr. George C. Lorimer.

. . And Gareth bowed himself

‘With all obedience to the king, and wrought

All kind of service with a noble ease

That graced the lowliest act in doing it.
—Tennyson

Breaking through the reserve that had
keld Him, and revealing to them the inmost
thoughts which had occupied Him when
He had been alone and apart, going before
them on the way, He spoke for the first
time fully what was the deepest meaning of
His life, migsion and death : *“to give His
life a ransom for many "’—to pay with His
life-blood the price of their redemption, to
lay down His life for them ; in their room
and stead, and for their salvation.—Eder-
sheim,

Love is vicarious in its impulse ; love says
‘‘ Let me take your burden.” God is love,
. . Christ loved us in this spirit, and in seek-
ing to gave us entered into our lot as only
the divine and human Saviour could.—Dr.
W. N. Clarke.

Topics for Brief Papers

(To be ready on the day of the Lesson)

1. False and true ambition,
2. Christ a ransom,

Ul




Jesus Teaches Humility

Prove from Scripture
That we should practice humility.

Lesson Questions
[From the HOME STUDY QUARTERLY]

Juniors—Whom had Jesus raised from
the dead? What feast was now near at
hand ?

35-37 What did James and John request
of Jesus? What kind of spirit did they
show ? Of what sort of kingdom were they
thinking ?

38 What did the two disciples think the
first place would bring them? What would
it really bring? Explain “the cup’’; ‘' the
baptism.”

39, 40 For what should the two disciples
be praised? How did James show his sin-
cerity? John?

41-45 Whom does the world count great-
est? Who are greatest in Christ’s kingdom ?
What did Jesus give for us ?

Seniors and the Home Department—
Whither did Jesus go after the raising of
Lazarus? To what city was he now going ?

35-37° Where had Jesus before rebuked
ambition? To whom did He say His dis-
ciples should be like? (Matt. 18 :1-3.)

39-40 What was the mistake of the two
disciples? Where else does Jesus call His
sufferings ““a cup”? ‘“A baptism? On
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what does position in Christ’'s kingdom
depend ?

41-45 Why were the ten angry? What
ambition is right ? Name one of Paul’s am-
bitions. (Rom. 15:20.) What he call him-
self? (Rom. 1:1.) Why did Jesus die?
(Rom. 4:25.)

Beek-Further Questions — What sur-
name was given to James and John? To
what island was John long afterwards ban-
ished, and wherefore ?

Answers to S8eek-Further Questions—
(1) Ps. 103. (2) Isa. 1:16-18.

The Catechism

Ques. 23. The Redeemer's Work. *‘ Office”’
in the Questior means the work which the
Redeemer was appointed to do. Three kinds
of work are spoken of, that of a prophet, of
a priest, and of a king. All these He does
at the same time, and is doing continually.
Two *“ states,” that is, conditions, are
spoken of in which Christ has existed. The
‘“estate of humiliation”’ means His life
upon the earth, where He toiled, and suf-
fered, and at last died. The ‘‘ estate of ex-
altation ”’ means His life in heaven, where
He sits at God's right hand, sharing the
glory of the Father, To see the difference
between the two estates, read Phil. 2: 6-8.
Both on earth and in heaven He is the Pro-
phet, Priest and King of His people.

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES
Introduction—Here is a sheet of paper with a large blot on it. It has almost spoiled the

paper.

Did you ever think that there are things that make blots on our character.

Here is one—self-seeking pride.

¢
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SPOILS
CHARACTER

You have all seen among your
playmates the girl or boy who
wanted to be ‘“first”” in every-
thing, always wanted ‘‘the
best place,”” wanted to be
“lJeader” in all the games.
Don’t you think they had a
blot on their character that
spoiled the beauty of it? Do
you know anyone or anything
that can cleanse these blots
from our character ?
Lesson—We are to hear about
a blot on the character of some
of Jesus’ disciples. Picture
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Jesus and the twelve disciples on the way
to Jerusalem. Jesus is talking to them,
telling them that when they arrive at Jeru-
salem many ead things would happen to
Him, vs. 33, 34. It was there that He was
to die the shameful, cruel death of the cross
—and all becanse He loved us and longed
to save us.

Securing Best Places—Watch the two dis-
ciples walking beside Him—James and John,
Listen to what they are saying to Him!
““ Master, will you do for us whatever we
wish you to do?” Jesus does not promise,
but says, ““What do you want me to do?"
““Give us the best places in heaven, let us
sit one on Thy right hand, and one on Thy
left hand.” Tell Jesus' reply, so kind, yet
with rebuke in His tone. He would feel
sorry to see this self-seeking blot appearing.
It is so that He always feels when He sees
anything wrong in us. How careful we
should be not to grieve His loving heart |

The other ten were much displeased when
they heard James and John asking this—
perhaps they too wanted ‘ best places.”
Jesus gathers them all around Him, and
lovingly talks to them. If they are true
disciples, they must not be proud and self-
seeking. He tells them that He came into
the world to serve people, and although He
is King of Kings, greater than anybody in

Jesus Teaches Humility

the world, He is willing to be very humble
and to serve rather than to be honored, and
His followers should not be seekire honor.
Repeat—*‘Before honor is humility ;" “Them
that honor Me I will honor.” Jesus knows
what we deserve. We do not need to seek
reward from Him. Gods knows all about
each of us, and He has a place ready in
heaven for each of us. Our part is just to
do what we can humbly, and beware of the
blot !
Humility—
“Find out what God would have you do
And do that little well, =
For what is great or what is small.
'Tis He alone can tell.”

Wherever we are, we can do something
for Jesus, Some can speak for Him, some
can sing for Him, and all can smile for Him.
Shall we not do what we can ?

A Lewson from the Birdies—Repeat—
““The birdies are content to sit
Unnoticed by the way,
And sweetly ging their Maker's praise
From dawn till close of day.”
Something to Remember—Jesus wants me to
be humble.
Something to Draw—Draw a large Bror
marked BeLr-SeekiNG PRIDE,

SUPERINTENDENT’S BLACKBOARD REVIEW

This lesson tells how two of
by a great ambition. They
supremedesire. What was it ?
No. Luxury ? No, they wanted
as would command the homage
gently rebukes them for this,
thing they had never thought
portant to get honors as to

SEEK
TO GET
HONORS

Jesus' disciples were aronsed
came to Jesus to SEEk their
To Ger something,~money ?
to get high Honogs, rank, such
and reverence of men. Jesus
and He teaches them some-
of before ; that it is not go in-
deserve them. “Can yon

drink the cup ?” “ Can you earn these honors 7’ That is the important point. (Erase Ger.)

Seek to Deserve honors.  This is the grander ambition, Never mind whether you get honor®
or not, but strive with all your
might to deserve them. This
change in the aim of life calls
for a change in the method of TO DESERVE
living : a common way to get HONORS ‘
honorsis by scheming for favor,

but the only way to deserye By SERVING J
honors is By ServiNg,  Jesus . T

says let the rule of your life be to serve. And in service He is Himself our great Example.

SEEK SEE; A ‘

TO DESERVE

HONORS
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Lesson I1X.

THE PASSOVER

May 29, 1904

Matt. 26 : 17-30. Commit to memory vs. 26-28. Compare Mark 14 : 12-26 ; Luke 22: 7-30.

Read Luke 18:35t0 19 : 28 ; Mark 11: 1-18;

John 12 : 20-50 ; Matt. 21 : 23 to 26 : 19.

GOLDEN TEXT-For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.—1 Cor. 5: 7.

17 Now the first day of !the feast of unleavencd
bread the disciples came to Je’sus, saying 2 unto him,
Where wllt thou that we 3 prepare for thee to eat the
passover ?

18 And he said, Go into the city to such a man, and
say unto him, The Master saith, My time is at hand
llclwlll keep ‘the passover at thy house with my dis-

ciples,

19 And the disciples did as Je'sus ﬁhad appointed
them : and they made ready the

20 Now when the even was come, he 6sat down
with the twelve.?

21 And as they #did eat, he said, Verily I say unto
you, that one of you shall betray me.

22 And they were exceeding sorrowful, nnd began
iever) one of them to say unto him, Lord, isit 17

And he answered and said, He that lvdippeth his
hand with me in the dish, the same shall betray me.

24 The Son of man goeth as it is written of him : but

woe unto that man 11 by whom the Son of man is be-
trayed ! 12 it had peen good for that man if he had not
been born,

25 13 Then Ju'das, which betrayed him, answered
and said, 14 Master, is it 1? He said unto him, Thou
hast said.

26 And as they were eating, Je’sus took bread, and
blessed it, and brake if, and gave it to the disciples,
and said, ’I‘nke eat ; this is my body.

27 And he took 15 the cup, and gave thanks. and
gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it

28 For this is my blood of the 16 new testament,
whlch is shed for many 17 for the remission of sins,

But I say unto *ou, I will not drink henceforth
of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink
it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.

30 And when they had sung an hymn, they went
out 17into the mount of Olives.

d Version—! Omit the feast of ; 20mit unto him ; 3make ready ; ¢ Omit will ; 5 Omit had ; 6 was
nlt!% nt ment 'dise|ples- 8were eating ; oto say unto him everyone, Is il[ Lord ; 1 dipped ; 11 through
were it ; 13And; 141s it I, Rabbi; 15a ; 16 covenant; 17unto,

DAILY READINGS

M.—The Pmso\'er ‘th 26 : 1730 T—Institutlon
of the feast, Ex, W.— _;umtion

Luke 22: 1-13, Th.— Brend of Life, Juhn 6:4
Reconciliation, Rom 5:1-11. 8.—A perfect sacrifice,
Heb.9: 1115, 8.—In remembrance, 1 Cor. 11: 20-25.
Bhortor Catechism—Ques. 24. How doth Christ
execule the office of a prophet? A. Christ executeth

the office of & pm‘)het in revealing to us, by his word
and Spirit, the will of God for our salvation.
LEsz PLAN
! M 17-19.
Thn 'l‘r.nnr Polnt.d
'm 's Bupper Innmuud '26-30,
‘X'n;ml—Book of Praise, 218 ; 385; 65 (Ps,

'!el )i 397; 240 (from Primary Quamrl)) 418,

E¥PCSITION

Time and Place—Thursday, April 6, A.D.
30 ; an upper room of some house in Jerusa-
lem.

Connecting Links—On Sunday, April 2,
Jesus makes a triumphal entry into the city.
On Monday He drives the money-changers
out of the temple, and Tuesday He spends in
the same place teaching, returning in the
evening of both days to Bethany. He re-
mains at Bethany on Wednesday. He is
now under the very shadow of the cross
towards which he has been steadfastly ad-
vancing.

I. The Passover Made Ready, 17-19.

V. 17. The first day . . of unleavened bread.
The Feast of the Passover on the evening of
the fourteenth day of the first month (Nisan),
and the Feast of Unleavened Bread com-
mencing on the fifteenth and lasting seven
days, were regarded as rolled into one,
and called by either name. (See Ex. 12:8;
Lev. 23 :6.) At the Passover each Israelitish
family partook of a roasted lamb, with un-
leavened bread and bitter herbs. Where wilt
thou that we prepare? Jesus may have ar-

ranged beforehand for a room, keeping the
place secret, lest His enemies should find it
out and come upon them during the meal.
Vs. 18, 19. And he said; Luke says (ch.
22:8) that He *‘sent Peter and John.”” Go
into the city ; of Jerusalem. They were proba-
bly at Bethany. 7o such a man ; evidently a
friend of Jesus. Mark and Luke tell us that
the disciples were to find the place by fol-
lowing aservant whom they ghould see bear-
ing a pitcher of water. My time is at hand ;
that is, a crisis is near which God has ap-
pointed for Me. (Compare John2:4;7:86.)
Jesus refers to His death. At thy house. *‘ The
householders of the city were accustomed to
hire out rooms to visitors at the feast.”
(Century Bible.) With my disciples ; a family
of thirteen in all, with Jesus ag the Head.
It was the rule that not less than ten nor
more than twenty should eat the meal

together. The lamb was to be entirely con-

sumed, Ex. 12: 4, 10.

II. The Traitor Pointed Out, 20-25.

V. 20. When even was come.*See Light from
the East. Sat down (reclined ) with the twelve ;

e e e s —
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on couches placed on two gides and one end
of the table, probably with John and Judas
on either side of Jesus on the couch to the
right of the table, (Compare John13: 23.)

Vs. 21, 22, As they did eat. Atthe moment
of divinest communion comes the terrible
announcement. One of you shall betray me.
The eleven had no idea of such treachery to
this time, though Judas had already made
the shameful bargain, vs. 14, 15. Lord, is
it 1?7 They were filled with a trembling fear
(shared even by Peter, so bold a little later,
John 13 : 36, 37), that they might be tempted
to betray their Lord.

Vs. 23, 24.  Dippeth his hand with me; a
mark of intimacy. As three or more would
likely do this, however, the betrayer is not
vet specially indicated. As still in the East,
hands were used, not knives and forks. In
the dish. There was a sauce consisting of
dates, raisins, and vinegar, into which they
dipped the unleavened bread and the bitter
herbs. The bread and herbs were called
‘“the sop’’ (see John 13 : 26, where we find
that Jesus whispered in answer to a question
prompted by Peter, a sign whereby to recog-
nize the traitor).

Vs. 24, 25 Son of man ; a name that Jesus
frequently used of Himself. Goeth ; to His
death. As it i written. This is no chance
matter, but a part of the divine plan fore-
told in seripture (see Isa. ch. 53). But woe
unto that man ; who is none the less guilty
because of the divine plan.  Judas said . . Is
it I? He wished to avert suspicion, or to
discover whether Jesus knew of his plan.
Thow hast said; an emphatic affirmative,
probably not heard by the rest.

In.s'l(?)he Lord’s Supper Instituted, 26-

Vs. 26, 27.  As they were eating ; probably
towards the close of the paschal meal. It
would seem that Judas had gone out, John
13: 26-30. Took bread ; one of the thin cakes
of unleavened bread on the table. Blessed ;
asked a blessing. Brake it ; an action sym-

- bolizing the breaking of His body. (See

1Cor. 11: 24.) Tuke, eat. It is to become
your food.  This is my body ; that is, it repre-
sents my body. (See John 6: 32, 48, 51.)
His life on eaith lived in a fleshly human
body ig for their spiritual food. But the life

is to be broken before it is partaken of. Took
a cup. (Rev. Ver.) In 1Cor. 11: 25, Paul
says that this cup (of wine) was taken after
the Passover Supper. Gave thanks. The
Greek word thus translated gives rise to
““ Eucharist,”” a common name for the Lord’s
supper. Drink ye all of it. Each one is to
appropriate it for himeelf, and all are toshare
itincommon. InLuke’sgospel (ch. 22:19),
as in 1 Cor. 11: 25, 26, Jesus uses the words,
““This do in remembrance of Me,” meaning
that the feast is to be repeated asa memorial
of Himself,

Vs, 29-30.  This is; represents. My blood
of the new covenant (Rev, Ver.) ; in which the
forgiveness of sins was promised, Jer. 31:
31. This covenant, like that of Ex. 24: 8,
must be sealed with blood, but with blood
of a sacrifice greater than those of old. Shed

Jor many. The .twelve only represent a

great multitnde, Rev. 7: 9, 10. The remis-
sion (forgiveness) of sins; secured only
through the death of the Messiah, Isa. 53 : 6,
10, 12, (Compare Heb, 9: 22.) I will not
drink heneeforth. This is His last Passover
Feast on earth, but He foretells the eternal
feast in the kingdom of God. Dwrink it new ;
no fruit of an earthly vine, but the new wine
of God's eternal banquet. Sung an hymn.
The Passover was closed by the ginging of
Pealmsg 115t0 118, Before they *‘ went out
Jesus uttered the discourse of John chs, 14
to 16, and the prayer of ch. 17.

Light from the East

Evex—The Hebrew day was reckoned
from sunset to sunset, that is, it began and
ended with an evening, the one evening ex-
tending from three to six o'clock and the
other from six o'clock to the beginning of
night. The time for the sacrifice of the
Passover lamb was fixed in the law *‘ be-
tween the two evenings.” In the New
Testament the term evening somectimes
means the first, Matt. 8:16; 14 : 15; 27 :57;
Mark 4 : 35; and sometimes the second,
Matt. 14:23;16:2;20:8; Mark 1:32; 6.
47; John 6:16; 20 :19. The daily sacrifice
which was prescribed in the law to be made
between the two evenings, was offered in
the first century between half-past two and

e
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half-past three in the afternoon, and the
prayer connected with it was made at that
hour, Acts 3:1;10:3, 30. Atthe Passover
three blasts of the silver trumpets, im-
mediately after the evening sacrifice was
concluded, gave the signal for the slaughter
of the lambs, which had to be finished be-
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tween three and five o'clock. The roasting
and other preparations proceeded from the
killing until sunset. A second threefold
blast of the trumpets announced the appear-
ance of the first three stars, which marked
the opening of the fifteenth of Nisan, and
as soon as possible after this the feast began,

APPLICATION

My time is at hand, v. 18. Although events
may seem to be the result of accident, or
although we may be able to unravel the
chains of causes that lead up to
them, they are none the less of

- God’s ordaining. Our studies
during the last two Quarters have led us
through many stirring scenes in Christ’s

In God's
Hands

life. He has been in perils by sea and in
perils among His own countrymen ; but

never did He show alarm, for His time was
not yet come. Now He calmly prepares for
the end, for He knows that His hour is
near.  Nothing so gives life such a sense of
security, or such unbending strength, as the
knowledge that our times are in God’s
hands, and that ““ we are immortal till our
work is done.””

As Jesus had appointed, v. 19. True dis-
cipleship involves implicit obedience. If
Jesus has required a certain service of us, it

i8 vain to question, criticise, or
W protest ; rather ought we to be

zealous to observe each minute
particular of His demands. His tenderest
request is, *‘ This do is remembrance of Me.”’
Have you done it? Neither good inten-
tions, nor timid procrastination, nor cri-
ticisms of others’ conduct can atone for your
neglect.

Isit I? v. 22. A betrayer in the “upper
room”’ is a matter for alarm as well as sur-
prise. May it be possible for one to be
many years identified with the
Christian church, to be even
prominent in its work, and yet to be at
heart a traitor to its Lord? Alas, it was so

‘‘an Remem:
brance of Me

“Is It IP"

with Judas, and, sad to relate, it has gome-
times been go with those holding positions
of honor in the church since his day. No
church can afford to boast over another ;
and self-complacent respectability is the last
attitude for a disciple of Christ.

The true,

humble-minded Christian, conscious of his
many defects, too vividly mindful of the
many occasions on which he has proved
disloyal to his Master, asks tremblingly,
“Lord isit I?”

This is my body, v. 26. The literal flesh of
the Lord Jesus could profit us little, even
shough it were multiplied as miraculously as
the five loayes and the two
fishes. But the life that was in
Christ, and which He gives to
the believer, is the most priceless blessing
we can receive, It is this divine life that is
g0 forcefully symbolized by the broken
bread. The symbol makes the possession
more intensely reul. The sacrament is not
to be preferred before the sermon, as though
we gaw our Friend in the one and not in the
other. We need them both, Spurgeon says :
“I see Him in no other way in the Supper
than in the sermon ; but sometimes when
my eye is weak with weeping, or dim with
dust, that double mirror of the bread and
wine suits me best.”

My blood . . shed . . for the remission of sins,
v. 28. No idea has been so potent to bring
peace or to transform a sinful life as the
truth expressed by the sacra-
mental wine, Dr. Valpy, whose
dictionary was on our father's
bookshelves, converted late in life, gave it
simple but effective expression in these lines:

A Double
Mirror

A Silent
Oermon

““In peace let me resign my breath
And thy salvation see ;
My sins deserve eternal death,
But Jesus died for me."”

Lord Roden, gtruck with the lines, affixed
them to the walls of his study, where they
were the means of converting the caréless
but gallant General Taylor, who had served
at Waterloo. Another officer in later days
who fought in the Crimea, saw the lines and
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could never forget them, and they filled his
last hours with peace and comfort. But the
most touching expression of this sublime
truth is when the wine cup is passed from
lip to lip at the communion table. Ii nota
communicant, stay and witness this silent
scene, which has never ceased to be repeated,
gince Christ first instituted it in the upper
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room in the city of Jerusalem.

Until that day, v. 29. The Lord’s Supper
has a forward as well as a backward look.
Not memory alone, but expectation las its
place here. We turn our eyes
from the crucified, to the return-
ing and triumphant, Christ, and
rejoice in the prospect of sharing His glory.

The Forward
Look

TEACHING HINTS

This section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in the school.

For Bible Class Teachers

Ascertain how many of the scholars have
read the Lesson, by asking some of them to
give the substance of it, or to name the
topies with which it deals. The three
topics are so obvious that all the scholars
should be able to recognize them as soon as
they are mentioned.

The first topic is the preparation of the
Passover. Try the experiment of asking one
of the scholars to read the first verse of the
lesson, and to explain its meaning, as if he
were the teacher of a class, or to point out the
words and expuesgions which need to be ex-
plained. In this way such questions as
these will be brought up ; What is meant
by the “ day of unleavened bread”? What
was the Passover? How was it celebrated ?
You should not fail to make yourself familiar
with the rite as observed in our Lord’s
time. If you use a Bible with helps, you
will find there what you need. Any good
commentary, or any of the lives of our Lord
will also furnish you with the information
you require. It will next be easy for you to
elicit by questions, that the man whose
name is not given was doubtless an adher-
ent of our Lord, and that our Lord had ar-
ranged that he should have a room ready
for His use.

The second part of the lesson is the an-
nouncement of the traitor. Bring the scene
before the class: the meal and its sacred as-
sociations ; the ties which bound the twelve
to Jesus ; the horror with which the declara-
tion would be received. Observe that no
one of the disciples, not even Peter, ques-
tions the statement. Notice, too, that none
asks, “Isithe?’ but that all disavow the

intention by asking, “ It is not I, surely
not? " Why did the disciples reply in this
way ?  Were they distrustful of their own
loyalty ? The scholars will feel the terrible
gravity of the declaraticn, “It had been
good for that man if he had not been boril,”
but you should ask them what such langu-
agemeans. Does it not apply to others be-
side Judas ? Let the scholars read the par-
allel narrative in John’s gospel, and then
question them as to the words which may
have been spoken to Judas. Could the
eleven have uuderstood that Judas was the
traitor ?

Now comes the institution of the Lord’s
Supper, as we call it. Ask the scholars to
describe the manner in which they have
seen the Supper dispensed. Inquire, next,
what is the meaning of the words, *‘ This is
My body.” A little questioning will make
it plain that ““is’’ stands here for ““repre-
sents ' : the broken bread is the image or
sign of the body of Jesus. So, too, the wine
in the cup, represents the blood of our Lord.
Call attention to the description of the blood
as *‘blood of the new covenant.” Where
do weread of blood in connection with a
covenant ? Why is the blood of Jesus that
of a new covenant? What is signified by
the words ‘“‘shed for many unto remission
of sins'? State plainly that the whole New
Testament teaches that our sins are forgiven,
because Jesus died to obtain this gift for us.
The remission of sins is bestowed on us
through His death. Embrace the oppor-
tunity to speak simply and directly of the
death of Jesus as the ground of our pardon.

Do you understand v. 20? How are yonr
scholars likely to regard it? Perhaps it is
best treated as an assurance that Jesus’
death was not to lead to a final separation
between Him and them. They shall meet
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again around i joyous board in His Father's
kingdom. To this blessed reunion Jesus
taught His disciples to look forward, '

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls

How would it do to begin by saying over,
once or twice, slowly and deliberately—
“ Por even Christ our passover is sacrificed for
us' (the Golden Text)? This will arrest
the attention of even restless scholars.

Before the attention droops, ask, “What
was the Passover?” “What is meant
by ‘is sacrificed’ ?"” The class knows about
the Passover lamb, and the sprinkled blood,
Ex. 12. As to the second question, the
father of the family had ““sacrificed”” the
lamb, shed its blood by God's appointment
and for the preservation of life.

The “feast of unleavened bread,” v. 1.
Explain that the Passover was so called be-
cause for seven days all the bread eaten was
unleavened (made without the yeast or fer-
menting process). This signified all sin put
away.

Now the way is clear, Follow Jesus’ foot-
steps day by day of that last sorrowful week
(see Connecting Links). Tt is Thursday
now, ‘‘the first day of the feast of unleav-
ened bread,” when every good Jew must
prepare for the Passover. Hence the anxions
question of the disciples. They were far
from their homes ; where should they and
their Master eat the Passover lamb ?

His last meal before His death! Jesns
knew it, although they did not. How calmly
He arranged! *“My time is at hand.”
Verse 18 gives the directions, Mark 14 :13.
15; Luke 22 : 10-12 complete the detail—all
likely arranged beforehand by Jesus with
tome faithful friend, the arrangement being
one to secure Him from sudden discovery
and arrest by His foes. So they ‘made
ready ”” the lamb and the bitter herbs and
the unleavened cakes, with the sauce
(““sop ") of fruits and vinegar, and the wine.

The evening hour! At the end of the
Thursday and the beginning of the Friday,
for the Jewish day ended and began at sun-
down. Were ever men go privileged as these
twelve (v. 20) ? Was there ever, before or
since, such a meal? Let us draw near very
softly : it is thrice holy ground.

‘“ As they did eat.”” Describe the Oriental
method, each one of a group of three or four
dipping a scoop-like piece of bread into a
common dish. How safe they all felt ; and
how closely drawn to one another and to
their loving Master! (If there is time,
bring in the beautiful story of John 13 : 1-10,
which belongs here.)

Like a sudden thunder clap, with its thick
darkness following, came the words of v. 21 !
What could it mean? No wonder those
good-hearted, loving, honest men were * ex-
ceeding sorrowful.” “How could I be so
base ?”” each one said. And yet they knew
that He knew them even as they did not
know themselves, and so they cried out in
fear, ““ It is not I, is it, Lord ?”

There was one who said the words with
his lips, but, at the same time, felt the coins
in his money bag, the silver for which he
had sold his Master. Who would be a
Judas? How Judas must have quaked as
as he heard the words of v. 23! Nothing
could he hide from this all-seeing Master ;
and those more terrible words still of vs. 24,
25. (For ‘“‘as it is written,” see Ps. 22;
Isa. 53.) That dreadful thought will sink in
almost of itself—better never to have been
born than to prove false to Christ ; and that
other great mystery—our gin is none the
lighter because it carries out God's plan.
Note how Judas holds on defiantly (v. 25),
and how Jesus pierces through his armor of
defiance and pretence ; read what John
says, ch. 13:30. Oh, the blackness of the
night for that lost soul !

The feast of love follows. Explain each
step. The scholars are now on familiar
ground ; they can give the meanings. In
v. 28 come back to the Passover lamb.
Hymn 158, vs. 1, 2, Book of Praise, inter-
prets it.

A deep shadows follows—this is His last
meal with them : the end is at hand. Then
a glimpse into the blue, and the glory—the
new wine of heaven, v. 29, Then the hymn
of thanksgiving (v. 30), Ps, 118, and “they
went out into the Mount of Olives,”” went
out to we know what !

Did Jesus grudge the woe that followed ?
Golden Text is the answer, with the em-
phasis on *‘ us.”
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In this section will be found further assist-
ance under several headings,

Lesson Outline
. TreE OLb AND THE NEW
1. The Passover Feast.
1. The name here given to it.
2, The disciples’ question.
3. The arrangements of Jesus,
4. The preparations by the disciples.
5. The time of the feast.
I1. The Traitor Indicated.
1. A general statement,
. The question of the disciples.
. The blackness of the treachery.
. The death of Jesus foretold.
. The guilt of His betrayer.
. The question of Judas.
. Our Lord’s answer.
IIT. The Lord's Supper.
1. The bread blessed and broken.
2. The cnp offered after thanks-giving.
. Separation and reunion foretold.
4. The closing hymn.

Lesson Points

Before we begin the Lord's work we
should listen for the Lord’s word. v. 17,

Love rejoices to fulfil the requests of her
Lord. v. 18,

Happy the home of which Jesus is the
Head ! v. 20.

No position is a protection against perfidy.
v, 21,

Doubt of self leads to dependence on the
Saviour. v. 22.

The plots of a pretended friend are more
to be feared than the weapons of an open
foe. v. 23,

Food will not benefit us unless we eat, nor
Christ unless we believe. v. 26,

Our sins are not more manifold than the
merey of the Saviour, v. 27,

The Golden Age for the Chrigtian is not in
the past, but in the future. v. 29,

Human praise should be as continual as
divine provigion. v. 30.

From the Library
The disciples were not bidden to ask for the
chief or ** Upper Chamber,” but for what we

vk 01O

The Passover

ADDED HINTS AND HELPS

have rendered, for want of better, by ** hos-
telry ”” or ** hall "—the place in the house
where . . the beasts of burden were un-
loaded, shoes and staff, or dusty garments
and burdens laid down But the un-
named disciple would assign to Him, not the
hall, but the best and chiefest, the upper
chamber, at the same time the most honor-
able and the most retired place.—Edersheim.

In that large upper room Jesus spent His
last quiet hours with His disciples. It may
have been in the house of Mary, the mother
of Mark. Ii the young man who narrowly
escaped arrest with Jesus in Gethsemane,
was Mark himself (Mark 14 : 51, 52), which
seems very probable, then it is further
probable, that he came from the house where
Jesus had spent the evening, and whither
the soldiers doubtless went at first in the
hope of finding Him.—Professor G. H. Gil-
bert.

How marvellously the horizon widens
round Him as the feast proceeds. . . When
He takes the bread and again the cup, . .
beyond the cross He sees the glory that
shall follow, sees men of all nations and
climes coming to the feast He is preparing
for them.—Dr. J. Mcnro Gibson.

At the close of the last Passover, Christ
instituted the communion of the Supper . .
Empires have risen and fallen, society has
been tossed in wild convulsion, and yet it
holds on its way, und will do, for Christ
Himeelf is in it with that heart of love
which shall yet bless a whole sinful world.
—Dr. John Ker.

Topics For Brief Papers
(To to be ready on the day of the Lesson)
1. The Lord’s Supper—its meaning.
2. The Lord’s Supper—why should I par-
take of it?

Prove from Scripture
That Christ died for our gins.
Lesson Questions
[From the HOME STUDY QUARTERLY]
Juniors—Where did Jesus observe the
Passover? How long had He been in the
neighborhood of Jerusalem ?




The Passover

17-19 By what other name was the Pass-
over known? How long diditlast? Which
of the disciples were sent to make prepara-
tione? To whom did they go? How were
they guided? At what time of day was the
feast kept? Who sat next Jesus on either
side?

20-25 What announcement did Jesus
make? What question asked by each dig-
ciple? Jesus' answer? Judas' question ?
The reply ?

26, 27 What represented Jesus’ body ?
His blood ?

28-30 What does God promise to His peo-
ple? What is the seal of that promise or
covenant? Where will the new kind of wine
be drunk? What is it? How did the Sup-
per end?

Seniors and the Home Department—
Describe the way in which Jesus spent each
day immediately before His last Passover.

17-19 Of what was the Passover a mem-
orial? Why did Jesus keep His arrange-
ments for the Passover secret? Describe the
Eastern fashion of sitting at meals.

20-25 With whom had Judas agreed to
betray Jesus, and for what reward ? (v. 14,
15.) What prophecy did this fulfill ? (Zech,
11: 12.) What was afterwards done with
this money ? (ch. 27 : 3-8.)

26-30 What elements used in the Lord's
Supper? What actions performed? For
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what purpose was Christ's blood shed ? Who
should partake of the Lord’s Supper?

Seek-Further Questions—What office
did Judas hold among the twelve? What
Old Testament covenant was sealed with
blood ?

Answers to Seek-Further Questions—
(1) boanerges, that is, ** the sons of thunder,
Mark 3:17. (2) Patmos; “for the word of
God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ,
Rev.1:9,

The Catechism
[For Examination in Doctrine in the General Assem-
bly’s Teacher Training Course]

Ques. 24.  Christ a Prophet. A Prophet is
one who speaks for God to men, as Aaron
wasappointed to speak for Moses, Ex. 7: 1.
Now only Christ can perfectly make known
the thoughts and purposes of God. The
prophets of the Old Testament, and the
apostles of the New could speak for God
onlyas Christ enabled them to do go. Be-
sides making known God's will through the
men who wrote the Bible, Christ has shown
us in His own holy life what the will of God
is. It is not only by His Word that Christ
has spoken to men, but also by His Spirit,
(Read John 15: 26.) And remember that
the will of God made known to us is for
our salvation. It is God’s desire that we
should be saved.

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES

Introduction—Begin by drawing a door-way. On the wide door posts and the lintel
place marks representing drops of blood (Ex. ch. 12). The teacher should be quite familiar

with this chapter, as well as

THIS Do IN

OoF

F— > REMEMBRANCE

JESUS

with the record of what led up
to the tenth plague. Tell the
claes briefly and simply of the
sparing of the children in the
homes of the children of Israel,
which were marked as directed
in Ex. 12. How safe the chil-
dren of Israel were behind the
blood !

Memorial Daye — Speak  of
memorial days—birthdays, y
Dominion Day, the King's
Birthday, Christmas day. God
commanded His people to re-

member this *‘ passing over’ of
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their homes by the death angel, and every
year to prepare a F“”“ to be called the
EAST

Passover. Tell of the sacrifice of the lamb,
and the other observances connected there-
with. Describe the scene. This feast was
prepared and eaten by God's people every
year for nearly 1500 years before Christ came
to the world.

Lesson Subject—Jesus appointing a memor-
ial feast.

Lesson—Recall last Lesson. Jesus and the
disciples are now in Jerusalem. The time is
drawing near when Jesus is to die on the
cross. It is now the time for the Passover
feast. The disciples ask Jesus where they
shall eat it. They have no home in the city.
Jesus tells them (v. 18). Then they prepare
thie feast in the usual way. )

The Upper Room —Let us look in upon the
scene. (One ofthe * Wilde '’ Pictures, price
one cent each, will give the children an
idea of the scene better than words can de-
seribe it.) A long table is gpread. Jesus sits
or reclines, about the middle of one side,
John the beloved disciple beside Him, Judas
near Him, the others around the table
(Ask the children to name them all). They
are very quiet.

“For even Christ our passover is sacrificed
for us,” says the Golden Text. Jesus is the

The Passover

Lamb to be offered to God in sacrifice for
ns,—no more need of killing a lamb or offer-
ing sacrifices. The wine was to make them
think of the blood, shed for the remission of
our sins ; the bread to make them think of
Jesus' body sacrificed on the cross for us.
Jesus said, * This do in remembrance of
Me.” Should not every follower of the Lord
Jesus be very eager to do what He asks?

The Lord's Supper—That is what we call it
now. We do not eat it in our family circle,
but in the larger family—the church. That
means that we ghould all be like one family
in love and helpfulness, especially to those
who belong to our church and Sunday
School. We all belong to Jesus' family.
God is our Father. Jesus is our Elder
Brother, as well as our Saviour. (Describe
the usual form of our communion gervice.)
We may ‘‘remember Jesus ' even if we are
too small to go to the Lord’s supper. When
you were baptized, your parents gave you to
God, and promised to help yvou to remember
Jesus, till you are old enough to give your-
selves to Him, and come to His table. Let
us hope all our boys and girls will do this,
and thus obey Jesus command.

Something to Re ber—1 ghould remem-
ber the Lord Jesus.

Something to Draw—Draw a communion
cup and plate,

SUPERINTENDENT’S BLACKBOARD REVIEW

i SIN
|
!

The most solemn national occa- .l =
gion was the day of Atonement,

when the whole people confessed REsOUE

their S8ix against God. The most

golemn oceasion in the home life SIN

was the Passover, with its shud-
dering memory of bondage in

Egypt, and gladness at God’s

merciful Rescue. Jesus compresses the solemnity and intensity of both these occasions
into His new sacrament, whose meaning is almost too deep for words. But notice only three

facts. The first fact is sin,
and showingitself even at that

SALVATICN

constantly present with us,
gacred hour in the awful sin of

Judag, which finds an echo in allour hearts as we say *‘ Lord,
isit I?"” The next fact is the Ton rescue ; but thatis not a grand
enough word to express it, so SIN (erase REscug) write SaLva-
TI0N, from sin, to sonship in FEReUOn God’s family. The third fact
is Sacririce.  Salvation From SACRIFICE gin is possible only TurovGH

sacrifice. Oursin caused Jesus

untold euffering ; but He gladly

endured it all to take away our sing, so great was His love toward us.

e
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*AN ORDER OF SERVICE: Second Quarter

OPENING EXERCISES
1. SILENCE.

I1. Superintendent. Make a joyful noise
unto the Lord, all ye lands.

School.  Serve the Lord with gladness :
come before His presence with singing.

Superintendent. Know ye that the Lord
He is God : it is He that hath made us, and
not we ourselves ;

School. We are His people, and the sheep
of His pasture.

IT1. SiNciNG,

Jesus shall reign where'’er the sun

Does his snceessive journeys run ;

His kingdom stretch from’ shore to shore,
Till moons shall wax and wane no more,

—Hymn 434, Book of Praise

IV. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES,

Superintendent.  Give the King Thy judg-
ments, O God,

School.  And Thy righteousness unto the
King’s Son.

Superintendent, He shall judge Thy people
with righteousness,

School.  And Thy poor with judgment.

Superintendent. The mountains shall bring
peace to the people,

School.  And the little hills, by righteous-
Ness,

Superintendent. They shall fear Thee as
long as the sun and moon endure,

School.  Throughout all generations,

Superintendent, He shall come down like
rain upon the mown grass :

School.  As showers that water the earth,

Superintendent. He shall have dominion
also from gea to sea,

School.  And from the river unto the ends
of the earth,

Superintendent. His name shall endure for
ever : Hig name shall be continued as long
as the sun :

School. And men shall be blessed in Him :
all nations shall eall Him blessed.

V. SinaiNa.  Psalm or Hymn selected.

VI. Praver: Closing with the Lord’s
Prayer.

VIL Sinéiva.  Psalm or Hymn selected.

CLASS WORK

[Let this be entirely undisturbed by Secretary’'s or
Librarian’s distributions, or otherwise.]

I. Rorn CaLL.
IL. OrreriNG, which may be taken in a
class envelope, or class and report envelope.
III. Memory VERsES aNp CATECHISM,
IV. Lesson Srupy.
CLOSING EXERCISES
I. ANNOUNCEMENTS,

II. Sixaiva. Hymn selected.

ITI. Review FroM SUPERINTENDENT'S DESK H
which may include recitation in concert of
Catechism, Lesson Title, Golden Text, Mem-
ory Verses and Heads of Lesson Plan,

IV. RuspoNsIive SENTENCEs,

Superintendent. Then the eleven disciples
went away into Galilee,

School.  Into a mountain where Jesus had
appointed them.

Superintendent. And when they saw Him,
they worshipped Him :

School.  But some doubted,

Superintendent. And Jesus came and spake
unto them, saying,

School. All power is given unto Me in
heaven and in earth.

Superintendent. Go ye therefore, and teach
all nations,

Sechool. Baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost :

Superintendent. Teaching them to observe
all things whatsoever I have commanded
you :

School. And lo, I am with you alway,
even unto the end of the world. Amen,

V. SiNgING,

O’er those gloomy hills of darkness,
Look, my soul ; be still and gaze ;
All the promiges do travail
With a glorious day of grace :
Blessed jubilee !
Let thy glorious morning dawn.
—Hymn 450, Book of Praise
VI. BexepicrioN or CLosING PRAYER.

*Copies of the above ORDER OF SERVICE on separate sheet may be had at 50c, per 100
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Pianos
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¥ I ' lhe GOURLAY P1aNo is the embodiment of the latest
thought in piano construction. The GourLAy is
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%) not only a first-class piano. It is something more.

There are pianos first-class in material or workman-
ship whose construction and design, inside and out,
present but few improvements over what they did years ago.
We offer something more in the GourrLAay. We offer im-
proved pianos embodying not only first-class materials and
workmanship, but also that certain fine quality of excellence
which results from their being constructed in an atmosphere
of progress.
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Write for illustrations and prices, with full particulars
of our extended payment system. By this system any one
in even moderate circumstances may become the owner of a
GourLay, for the outlay is so arranged as to be hardly
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THE BOOK PAQG

Books for review to be sent to the Epitogs or

Tre Teacaers MoNTHLY, Room 87, Confedera-
tion Life Building, Toronto.

From the Upper Canada Tract Society, Toronto, we
have received Dr, Henney S The At t and

Vanguard, A Tale of Korea (Flemiyg H. Revell
Company, Toronto, 3 es, §1.50) a book of un-

usual interest. He is not disappointed. The Dragou,
the servant of Willis, the young American missionary,
who is the hero of the story ; Ko the wife-thief and

bler, and afterwards so keen in winning souls;

an

the Modern Mind (117 pages, 75¢.). This is a book
for the professional student. Its purpose may be
briefly stated thus: Scientific progress, certain move-
ments in philosophy,and devotion to historical study
have given rise to opinions which hinder men from
accepting the scriptural view of Christ's death. Dr.
Denney demonstrates that these opinions are not
well grounded, But there are two demands of the
modern mind which a true explanation of Christ's
death should satisfy. It should interpret the church's
experience of redemption from sin; and’it should
exhibit the death of Christ as a power to regenerate
men. Is there such an explanation? Dr, Denney
thinks there is. And he sets it forth with great force
and cogency.

Rev. Jas. 8. Gale knows Korea as perhaps no other
man ; that is, he knows itfrom the inside. He has
lived among its people for many years, has conquered
their languuge so as to be an authority upon it, has
wrestled with their religious beliefs and customs, has
seen the people in their uprisings against the Govern-
ment and in the Japanese invasion, in one word has
lived their life, They amuse him ; sometimes they
seem to puzzle him ; always he loves them, Add to
this his rare skill as a writer, and one expects in The

are but two of the many characters portrayed with
the hand of a master, not to mention the various
types of missionaries and other foreigners who are
made to live before us, Mr. Gale's penetrating wit, his
power of sarcasm, at times caustic, never ill-natured,
his mastery of mission methods, and withal his gen-
uinely earnest and evangelical spirit, have united to
produce & memorable book. The long and steadfast
waiting of Willis for the **tall, stately girl, beautiful
and brave,” and the happy ending of it all give the
finishing touch of romance to the narrative, Readers
of East and West will recall Mr. Gale's sketch of
a few months ago, and will require no other remind-
er to make them eager for this new book from his
hand.

Under such forms of government as those of Great
Britain and her Colonies, and the United States, it is
the citizens, with the power of the ballot in their
hands, who really direct public affairs, They make
and unmake cabinets and legislatures. Obviously it
is most important that the possessors of so great
power should be trained to use it wisely, So thinks
Professor Shaler, of Harvard University ; and his book,

The Citizen . Barnes and Company, New York
346 pages, $1.40 net) Isa ¢ iscussion of the rights and

University of Toronto

FACULTY OF MEDICINE

HE regular course of instruction consists of Four Sessions, of eight months each, commencing October 3rd,
There is a distinct and separate course for each of the four years,

The degrees conferred by the University of Toronto in Medicine are Bachelor of Medicine (M.B.), and
Doctor of Medicine (M.D.). Students may take a combined course in Arts and Medicine if they wish to do so,
Artsstudents who are taking the Honor course in Natural Science are able to fulfil the requirements of the
primary work in medicine during their final years in Arts, and thus it is possible to obtain the degrees of B.A.

and M.B. upon six years' University training.

e

A to
practical subjects of the Medical curriculum. The new building of the Medical Faculty has just been completed

of the University laboratories for instruction in the

at a coet of $175,000.00, in the Queen's Park, and affords extensive laboratory accommodation for Pathology
and Physiology which is unuurrauedb’ The lectures in the final subjects are also delivered in the new lecture
ther subjec

theatres. Instruction in the of
and lecture rooms of the University.

ts of the medical course areé taught in the various science laboratories

To meet the requirements of the Ontario Medical Council, a course of instruction is conducted during
a Fifth year. This is entirely optional as far as the University of Toronto is concerned.

Clinical teaching is given in the Toronto General Hospital, Burnside Lying-in Hospial, St. Michael's
Hospital, Hospital for Sick Children, and other medical charities of Toronto,

There are special research P

Ar h
offered for scientific research work in any o
vision of the Professor in charge.

in Medicine, and every opportunity is now

offered to
f the various laboratories of the University, under the direct super-

Thg Faculty provide three medals for the graduating class (one gold and two silver). There are also

a a

ps available for un @
on the results of the annu. . examinations,

in the First and S8econd years ; these are awarded to the candidates

Further information regarding scholarships, medals, ete., may be obtained from the Calendar, or on
8

application to the Secretar!
R. A. REEVE, B.A., M.D.,

A. P B., C.M.
i Secretary, -
Biological Deps stment, University of Toronto.
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“28 The Book Page (continued)

duties of citizenship. Written for the young people of
the United States, its author s not hlind to the faults
of that people or to the virtues of other natlons, There
is much in this volume that will be profitable to the
youth of any land, who look forward to taking their
share in its government, and, indewd, to those as well
who have already assumed thelr full responsibilities
as citizens,

For country boys who have grown to be eity men,
but who deep down in thelr henrta—and we love
thom all the better for it—ure country boys still,
I st Crissey’s, The Country Boy [Fleming H.

0 pigen, 15 (T Tge Tus-
trations, §1.50 net), will prove s rurely entertaining
book for a summer holiday or a long winter evening,
Older boys, too, will like to reenll the days when they
were “‘younkers," Indeed, little Harlow, with his high-
wrought imaginativeness and ' consclence, sensitive
as quicksilver,” makes an interesting peychological
study, and the farm life ix depleted ns by one evi
dently **to the manor " born,

The story with the deep loenl eolor has its own
attractions, and our neighbors neross the line have a
big enough community and sufficiently diverse con-
ditions to give free scope for thin vogue, Two tal@®
just from the press g U Qmpany, New
Y ) are well to the front in this class, George Cary
Fggleston's Running the River (206 pages, illus-
trated, $1.50), tells how three hoys and their sister, in
the early days of the Missisippl und Hlinols river
navigation redeemed the fumlily fortunes by a float-

ing store. Their adventures through prairie fire,
‘fevernague,'’ and other perils peculiar to the circum-
stances, givespice to a straight-ahead narrative which
boys and girls will follow with interest. Cap'n Eri
(897 pages, illustrated, $1.50) is more a picture in
strong colors of the charactersof a New England fish-
ing village. Captain Eri and his two captain-chums
are humorists, conscious and anconscious, The book
is full of wholesome fun and salt breezes and of real
human interest,

Nearly a hundred missionary societies, as Harlan
P. Beach tells us in his India and Christian Op-
portunity (Student Volunteer Moveme) Forej

sl New York, 208 pages, H0c. net,), are at work
in India. In this little volume a general account is
given of this vast work, To meet the needs of mission
study clastes, for whom the book is primarily in.
tended, being the twenty-seventh in a series of text-
box for such classes, very considerable space is
given to the geography, ethnography, aud religions
of India,

The most notable feature of the Puritan Edition

of the Pilgrim’s Progress (Fleming H. Revell
Company, 1 f ros, $1.50 net) is the thirty

¢ beautiful full-page illustrations by Harold Cop
ping, the well-known English artist. Mr. Copping
shows the various characters of the book in the every-
day costumes of Bunyan's time, which, added tothe
fine feeling and insight of the artist, makes the pic-
tures particulariyattractive, The text has been most
carefully revised from the best of the early editions.

SI. Andrew’s College

A Residential and
Day School
for Boys.

TORONTO

NRW BUILDIN

SUMMER TERM
COMMENCED ON
APRIL 11
1903

Junior Residence.

REV

$ TO BE ERECTED

The College authorities have purchased 23 acres in Rosedale. Early
in the Spring work will be commenced on the new College Build-
ings which wiil be erected there,
The success of the College has continued. There are now 250 pupils in attendance,
Nine Masters in addition to the Principal in Residence.
Boys prepared for the Universities and Royal Military College.
Upper and Lower Schools.

Write for new Calendar published in December,

RUCE_MACDONALD, M
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i|=== REASONS WHY ==
You should buy your Sabbath School Library Books: from

WILLIAM BRIGGS=—==

1. —~We carry the largest stock of suitable books in Canada, and we can give you
the widest choice,

2.—Every book is approved. You run no risk in getting unsuitable books.
3.—We send consignments of well-chosen books on approval, allowing you to
make your own selection, and we pay the return freight on the books not kept.

4.—Our pricesare the lowest, and we give, if desired, reasonahle time for payment,
Write for our Special Catalogue
of 3000 BooKks, and Discounts

Now is the time to replenish the library,
Our Catalogue sent free upon application, Write to-day.

WILLIAM BRIGGS
29-31 Richmond St. West - - - TORONTO, ONT.
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A GREAT BOOHK OFFER

Matthew Henry’s Commentary

ON THE ENTIRE BIBLE

Illustrated Edition with an Introductory Essay by the Rev. John Stoughton
6 Royal Octavo Volumes, 4,306 Pages, 100 lilustrations

The Greatest Bible Commentary
FOR LAY MEN, STUDENTS, TEACHERS, PREACHERS

LTHOUGH many Bible Commentaries have enriched the field of Bible literature during the
st two centuries Matthew Henry's has always been accorded the first place, That it com-
gfnes more points of advantage than any other work of the kind is the opinion of judicious
theologians everywhere, It EXJ‘!MIHCS aclear and convenient arrangement, remarkable spirituality
and purity. It is packed with suggestive material, concise, consistent, comprehensive,
. OUR SPECIAL OFFER
Send us $1.50 and promise to send us $1.00 a month for six months, making a complete pay-
ment of $7.50, and we will send to your address at once a set of this incomparable work. Freight io
be paid by purchaser.
The regular price of this six volume set in the United States is $18.00, so that the value of our
special offer will be apparent at once to all readers
X . READ WHAT IS SAID ABOUT THE WORK
‘' There is nothing to be compared with Matthew Henry's Commentary for pungent aud practi-
cal application and teachings of the text." — The Sunday School Times,
“ Matthew Henry's Commentaries will prove, in all ages to come, to be a pertect mine of gold
for all laymen."—R, 8. McArthur, D.D.
** For those who desire a , pithy, qui ing, reverent,
the Bible, nothing is better than Matthew Henry. —Geo. Dana Boardmann, D). D.
Now that this valuable and important work is offered at a low price and on most favorable
terms, it should speedily find its way into the library of our Laymen, Sunday School Superintendents
and Teachers, and all Bible students.
Accept our offet to-day. Send us your name and address with $1.50 first remittance, and we
will at send at once the complete set. Address orders to

AM BRIGGS
29-31 Richmond St West . - = TORONTO, ONT.
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VVISE MEN

insure their lives because they know that it pays
to do so.

You cannot select a better company in which to
insure than the

CONFEDERATION LIFE
ASSOCIATION

A SOUND C \\'.\DI\\' C')\ll’.\N\' WHICH HAS JUST CLOSED
THE MOST YEAR'S BUSINESS IN ITS HISTORY

Full information sent on application to the

HEAD OFFICE : TORONTO

St. Margaret’s College, Toronto

A Boarding and Day School for Girls io the Finest Residential Part of Toronto

Full Academ:: I)epnumu:x Full Musical Department

Full Domestic Science Dept,
Elocution & A I‘h) iul Culmn "
Only teachers of the highest academic and professional i for

Pupi
the University examinations, Modern class- room equipments ; l-vp Mnuc Il-ll lnd IB -ouml proof
piano practice rooms ; large lawn for recreation.
Applications for admission to the residence should be sent in early

George.Diekson, M.A,, Direston, Mrs. George Dickson,
(Late prifieipal Upper Canada College.) -~ Lady Prinelpal.

Please mention ‘‘ The Teachers Monthly” when writing advertisers




