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EDITORIAL.

THE PAPAL DECISION IN REGARD
TO ANGLICAN ORDERS.

The decree of the Vatican in respect
of the valldity of Anglican orders is
no vague, indefliiite document. It goes
straight to the point, and in language
that cannet be misunderstood, de-
clares that “ordinations carried out ac-
cording to the Anglican rite have been
and are absolutely null and utterly
void.” When we think over the whole
matter we wonder why the question
was ever submizted to such a tribunal.
Any one .at all acquainted with the
ecclesiastical history of the past would
naturally come to the conclusion that
Rome would not abate one jot or
tittle of her claims; ut, that if there
were to be a reurion of divided Chris-
lendom, she would demand full and
unreserved surrender, nothing short
of complete absorption on her part
would satisty her. This is exactly the
line adopted by the suprpmg pontiff.

We do not for & moment doubt his
earnestness in regard to unity. Ve be-
lleve him to have ail along been ac-
tuated by the Lest of notions; but,
from the stand which Rome has al-
ways taken towards the rest of Chris-
tendom, he could not do other than
he hag done; he could only assert what
the bishops of Rome have for such a
long time asserted that all orders out-
side tHe see of St. Peter was “null and
void.”

At the same tlme, the Anglican
chiicch remembers that she is not [
small insuiar hody, but is possessea
of vast, far-r2aching influences in
every land where the Anglosaxon race
bears sway. “WVithin her borders she
doubtless embraces a° number of
Christians who are unable to believe
in branches that have been disowneqa
by the trunk; for such there 13 now
no logical way of carrying their prin-
ciples into practice, but by absolute
submission to the Bishop of Rome.
On the other hand, there is g vastly
greater numter, who hold that theZh
may be churches existing side by side,
between whose dogmas und formulas
there Is a considerable divergence,
and yet that both may justly ecla
to hold thelr imysimatur from Christ,
Such will be in no wise daunted by
the strong language of the Roman
pontift; they will be content to 80 on
as before, believing, as they have Tl-
ways done, that the orders which were
conveyed by the salnted prelote who
but a few days ago was called to the
rest of Puaradice, are as valid, and
as much replele with divine grace.
as the Roman church, along with tne
Anglican, telleves to have been COwn=
veyed by the long and Hlustrious line
of bishops who have occupied the
chair of St. Augustine.

There are many among us who long
earnestly fer corporate re-union., hut
such a re-urion would not be the re-
841t of absorption by the Church of
Rome. The inflexibility of Rome hes
a charm for same minds, but thosn
are comparatively few. The majoriey
o Anglicans will continue to hola A
kind of archizelogical respect for Rome:
but they will not feel in the least dis-
posed to yield themselves entirely o
her—to give up their right of privata
Judgment—to be ats~sbed in suck a
complete way as to lose their own
identity.

We would again note the fact thai
Le» XIIL has zll through this con-
troversy been straightforward, and
courteous., He hag not thrown out &ny

clap-trap atractdns to decoy Anglt-
cuans into the Roman net; he has main-
tained the position which he claimed
for his soe in 2 dignified and becom-
Ing manner, and, while we cannot for
a moment make the concession he de-
mands, we respect the kindly patriarch
for what we belisve to be the expres-
sion of a very forvent aesire on his
part for the unity of Christendom.

AS many of our readers have possl-
bly not see the papal bull which has
caused so much fuss we shall {n our
next issue give a summary of it.

AGNOSTICS ANCIENT AND
MODERN

By the Rev. F. S. Webster, M. A.

St. Mark, xi. 33.—And they answer-
ed and sald unto Jesus, ‘We cannot
tell, **

It was not a dificult question which
our Lord had to put to them. The
buptism of John was of qulte recent
occurrence. Only a year or two had
passed since they had watched the
people trooplag out from Jerusalem
and all the cities of Judah, drawn by
the great preacher of Righteousness to
the deserts of Jordan. Many of them
had mingle@ with the crowd, and had
seen conscience-stricken men  and
women hang down thelr heads with
shame as their sing were exposed and
denounced, and yet a Nttle later look
up with fresh hope and confidence au
they heard of the coming Saviour. They
had watched them pressing into the
viver Jordan, and there humbly stand-
ing to receive the bhaptism of repen-
tance. They knew how real the work
had been, and how the people had
Rone back to thelr homes humbly de-
termined to fear God and wQrk
righteousness. They had heard, too,
the Baptist's testimony to Jesus, aud
knew how the decision of the Deovle
was gathering more cciviction every
day—"John d*d no miracle, bat all
things that John spake of this man
were truve.”

So when Jesus nut the question to
thew.  with unusual peremptoriness,
“The baptism of John, was it from
heaven, or of man? Answer me."”
They did not answer “Of men,” for
such an obvisus falsehood would dam-
age their reputation with the people.
They could nent say “Of Heaven,”
without condemning themselves. So
they took refuge in a dishonest cyvas-
lon, ind saiq, “We cannot tell."
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Now there are some whd, when
pressed for a definite answer to many
most important questions, find them-
selves in a similar dilemma. Thelr
answer to all the mysteries of life
and death is just the same, “We can-
not tell.” 'We cannot tell if there 1s
a God. We cannot tell if man has an
tmmortal soul. We cannot tell if
there is judgment after death. We
cannot tell if right and wrong are ab-
solutely opposed to each other, or
whether our ideas of the superior excel-
lence of truth, charity and love are
just & bundle of prejudices inherited
from our forefatehers.

The late Mr. Bpurgeon « nce gre-ted

" a young man who declared himeel®
an Agnostic with the brusique reply.
“Ah! that’'s the Greek for ignoramus
1 hope you will gsoon learn better.’
Surely it is an awful judgm=nt v50D
the intellectual pride of the day that

- some learned men cannot get beyoene
the humble confession ‘e cannot
tell.” Many things that no one wanis
to know they will tell seu with confl-
dence, but to those questions which
the heart of man is always asking.
which no thinking man can rest 2om-
tentedly, in ignorance of,they have but
one answer, “we cannot tell.”

But the question put to these Jeru-
salem Agnostics had to do not with
abstruse matter of philas:-hy, but
with a plain matter of history and
fact. Was the Baptist a sincere man?
He claimed to be one sent of God.
Was he a true prophet, or an impos-
tor? And all the difficuit questions
which the Agnostics stumble over may
be reduced to just as simple questions
of history and fact.

Take, for example, the foundation

question: “Is there a God?" Men
try to argue this as a question of
pure philosophy, and they can get no
nearer than the giant intellects among
the old Greek philosuphers. “We feel
there is a God; we cannot understand
the world as we see itf, ..r life as wo
find it. unless there ¢* & Ui d; but we
cannot prove it, we cannot know it.”
But that is not the way to find the
answer., Men cannot by searching
find out God. If you ask, however,
‘“What lessons can I learn from the
history of the Jews—is their witness
to the One Eternal God to be believed
or not?’ You will be on the right way
to truth.

Ask any Jew you meet the history
of his nation. He claims descent from
Abraham. He declares that Palestine
is his proper country. That Palestine
was given to Abraham by God. That
God Interfered aga‘n an'd again to ea-
tablish his nation in Canaan. That
they were brought out of Egypt, where
they had been in slavery for 400 years.

" That the Canaanites were driven out
- of the country before Joshua and the
armies of Israel. That when, in pun-
ishment for their idolatry, Jerusalem
was destroyed and His people taken
captives to Babylon, God moved the
heart of a heathen monarch, Cyrus,
to send them back to Jerusalem. And
bid them rebutld the Temple of Jeru-
salem. And perhaps he will add that,
- though now Israel seems to be cast
oft, the day is soon coming when the
ascendancy of the will cease—
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the Sultan is fllling to the full his
cup of iniquity—and then once more
Palestine shall be given back to Israel,
who will again take their place as the
chosen nation of the Lord. Such is tik
testimony of the Jews. Now let us
put a few plain questions bearing up-
on historical facts.

Who was it that brought Abram out
of Charran; how was he led to believe
that Palestine should belong to his
descendants; how is it that his de-
scendants have remained a separate
people ever since, and still look upon
Palestine as the land given to them
by God? )

Who was it that inspired Moses to
lead the children of Israel out of
Egypt, and enabled him to carry
through such a stupendous task?

Who was it that moved Cyrus, the
Persian, to restore the Jews to Pales-
tine?

The Jew replies, "It was Jehovah,
the Almighty, the Holy One of Israel.
He made us a nation and chose us to
Himself from all nations of the earth,
that we might know the truth, and
witness to the One Eternal God.” And
the Agnostic can only say, “We cannot
tell.” The plain question of fact, “Is
the witness of the Jewish mnation
true?” puts the Agnostic into a hope-
less dilemma. The history of the Jew-
ish nation is one which cannot be ex-
plained on natural grounds, whilst to
acceot their own explanation is to es-
tablish all the foundations of Chris-
tianity.

fio with all the greatest mysteries of
life. Men ask if there is life atter
death; is there a heaven above; is
there any resurrection of the body;
is there a Judgment Throne ? e
answer, “Did Jesus rise from the

" dead?” It is a simple historical fact,
‘a8 certain ag the death of Julius
Caesar, or Alexander the Great, that
Jesus Christ was crucified by order of
Pontius Pilate, that He died and was
buried. What happened to that dead
body so lovingly 1aid in Joseph's tomb?
Did it remain there or elsewhere in
death and corruption all the time tnat
His disciples were declaring that He
was risen from the dead? How camc.
the disciples to be ocertain that Christ
was risen, and, in the new cournge
and hrpe which that assnrance brrught
them, to turn the world upside down?
The Agnostic answers, “We cannot
tell”” They dare not maintain any
other explanation of tie phenomena.
They Anra ret asmart that Chrigtianity
was founded upon a gizantic fraud,
or Arose from the dreams of eleven
fieher~en, Rt tn eonfeaq 1hat Christ
rose again overthrows all their hypoth-
eses, and vroves that there is a living
working God among men. Or, if we
ask simply, was Jesus a good man?
If 80, how came He, knowing all the
teaching of the Jewish Scrintures,
knowing the brilllant expectatinns

which gathered round the promised -

Messiah, how come He deliberately
of God? Either He was the Mageigh
and repeatedly to declare Himself mnn
of Israel. Bon of Ged, or He knew that
He was not. If He was not the Son of
Ged He was an impostor. The witness
of Jesus to Himself, was it false or
wag It true? And agaln the Agnostic

13 in a dilemma, wnd must answer,
“We cannot tell.” .

But without going back 1,800 years,
let us take the Agnostic to Uganda
and show him the marvellous trans-
formation that the Gespel has ‘aArought
in that once savage and barbarous
land. “The Work of Uganda, fs ft
from heaven or of men?” Or, with-
out leaving our own shores, here is =
picture of a cottage home as I first
saw it. The husband, in regular work,
but always drinking. The wife, who
spent her evenings serviag in a public
house, idle and untidy. The home
dirty and neglected. The children the
same. Not one of the family attending
church or meetings of any kind. The
children never attending BSunday
school. Not a Bible in the house.
The whole aspect of the home joyless
and wretched. Parents and children
alike cross and ill-tempered, as though
life was a misery and a burden.. But
the woman became a Christian, left
her work at the public house, and be-
gan praying, and taught her chiidren
to pray. After a year the husband
gave his heart to God and becanw: &
total abstainer as well. Then every-
thing was changed. They loved the
Bible and they loved the 8aviour. They
loved each other and loved the chfl-
dren. The house was clean and com-
fortable. The very expression of their
faces changed. They became exam-
ples to the whole neighborhood. Now
this change, which I saw myself, has
lasted for twelve years. It is ome of
tens of thousands to be found in Eng-
land alone. We ask, then, the power
that wrought this change, is it or
toaven v of man? The oyl that
transformed this home, is it true or
ie it faice And the Aenostic can ouly
answer, “We cannot teil.”

Once more. These poor Armenian
Christians whn aw bwire hel-harsd
to death by the hundreds while tfie
chief assassin sits on the throne and
defies the concert of Burope. Is there
to be no vengeance for such inhumax
cruelty? 1Is there to be no recom-
pense to these men, women and chil-
dren thus suffering for their faith?
The Agnostic answers: “We cannot
tell.” But we know that not one of
these murderers will escape In the
great day of reckoning—that the low-
est place in hell awaits those monsters
who trample upon every law of nature
and of God ,and that the God who puts
into his bottle the tears of hi¢ maints,
will recompense onehundredfold to I
faithful.zervants all that they have suf
fered for His name’s sake.

On2 might multinly examnles. Miss
Coddrington, though so wounded in the
Ku-Cheng massacres, hopes to return
to Fuh-Kien, and give herself once
more to the dark heath:n n* Chinn. s
not that glorious? " A young Chris-
tian gave up a good business appoint-
ment the other day because he would
not tell a le. Is not that grand? You
know it is. But the Agnostic mast
answer, “We cannot tell.” Of course,
such devotion and conscientiousness
seem to us very beautiful, but we av
do not know why it may be that we
have inherited strong prejudices in
favor of these qualities, and that In
some unknown lsland it may be just



the other way, and falschood and sel-
fishness may seem togreatly superior to
truth and self-sacritice.

An so on every stde, just where men's
instinets  speak most plainly, these
Agnostics have to say, “We cannot
el All the people counted that
John was a prophet indeed. Plain,
practical, common-sense men  know
that Jesus s the Son of Gad, and that
his witness I8 true bhut these Agnos-
tics car only say, ‘We cannot tel),”
there Is but little commaon venee *n
thefr wisdom. Spurgeon was not far
from wrons, The Latin name IS ns
accurate as the Greek one.  Oh, how
great the responstbility that rests up-
on all Christian paame vy ofv o erqy-
mony. I Know whom 1 have believ-
ed.” *I know that my Redcemer L -
eth;” and to enforce thelr witness oy
the vurity, carnestness, &
liress of their daily condudt.

RITESE s
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“Heal our wounds

new;

On our dryness pour thy dew

Wash the stains of gutle away .
Bend the stubborn heart and will;
Melt the frozen, warm the chill,

Gutde the steps that go astray.””

“Though Christ Is the Head, yet iy
the Holy Ghost the heart of  the
Churceh, from which the vital springs
of grace and haliness are {gsued out
to the quickeninz of the hody mystt-
call”—0ld Writer,

“Our Saviowr wax born, crucitled,
and died for us, that by His death He
might destroy death, and when [His
body, as the dluster of ripe grapeas
was trodden In the wine-press of the
Cross, the Holy Spirlt was sent to pre-
pare our hearts, that the new wine of
His Divinity nught be received into
new hottles. First, that the heart
should be made (lean, that the wine

our strength e
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here and there as types of Heaven,
as houses of refuge for His uwn sol-
diery as castles and places of defence
asalnst the nowers of darkness that
waste the world, as volces of Ged 1n
this wilderness, ag God's memorlals
tn the midst of us”—Dr. Armstrong
tonce Blshop of Grahamstown.)

A GLIMPSE OF THE PAST

In rural England about thirty and
forty years ago, the services of our
church were not rendered as they are
ta-day.

In some instances there was a want
of decorum, @ sense of slovenliness
that was painful. Years roll on.
These memories are mellowed and
sweetened to us, as they cecall only
what was most lovable in those who
attended these services Sunday after

Gt e S AL R LR

ST. ANDREW'S ClIURCH, DIOCESE OF RUPERT'S Laxb.

THOUGHTS ¥FOR THE SPIRITUAL
LIFE

“They were all filled with the Holy
Ghost.”
“Holy Spirit, Lord of Light,
From Thy clear celestial height
Thy pure heaming rediance give,
Come, Thou helper of the poor,
Come with treasures which cndure,
Come, Thou Light of all that live.”
“Light Immortal, Light Divine,
Visit Thou these hearts of thine
And our inmost beings fill;
If Thou take thy gaze away,
Nothing pure in us will stay:
And our good is turned to fll

poured in might not be polluted; and
then sealed, that the wine poured in
might not be lost.”"—S. Augustine,
**Under His teaching, nothing is ou-
scure, in His p-esence nothing unclean
can live. He glves joy to the puri-
fied conscience: He stirs up the slug-
gish mind. The love which he glves
makes thie heart prone to what 1s good,
and apart from His Grace, nothing is
really  pleasant,  Lealthful,  serone,
sweet, porfect.”"—Adam of §t. Victor,
“Every church tower we pass seems
to & thoughtful mind, s a sign from
heaven, as though the spirit had been
working amongst the stones and lf'-
ing them up to make mariks ir the
world, of His Presence putting them

Sunday. Dear friends,and many an
old village dame with her “man’ as
she termed her better half, trotted In
the sunshine, or paddled with thelr
patterns on the wet days, to the old
church.

I am thinking of such a church.

Withdrawn from the village, the
grey tower nestled and partially hid
itself amidSt clumps of elms and oaks,
So far was the retreat from the vil-
lage proper, that the ancient dial on
one side of the tower could not he gseen
by any villager except on Sunday, 2
Baptism, a marriage or a funera), on
these occaslons some of the rustics
saw the face of their venerable friend,
and could read the time there indicated.



‘The bells,three in number, must have
been the very original ones from which
the poet laureate of his day composed
the touching poem.

“Ding, dong Lell
Pussy's in the well,”
For that was they suald,
“Ding, dong bell,”

over, and over aglan, ecach Subbath,
until ail were seated in tiue chureh,
and the ringers gave up the ropes,
shuflled up the alsle with heavy steps
and sat down in the seats reserved for

them,
L] L ] L] » - L Y L3 L L] L ] - -
The rector was a tall, handsome

Welshman, in age between sixty and
seventy.

Family he had none. Of pets he
possessed two, one, a lttle rough coat-
ed terrier, a terror on rats; the other,
a fat black and white melch cow, al-
ways designated by the owner as *“the
Co0.”

Close to the churchyard, with but a
narrow country lane between them,
was the large kitchen garden of the
viearage. This garden, again was dis
vided from a small pasture tield by an
antique and very rickety wooden fence.

From the pulpit in the church (2
have been told, ncedless to say, that 1
wWas never an occupant thereof) a view
could be obtalned of the field, the gar-
den and the rectory.  The cow was it
horn trespasser, although sleek and
well-fed in the rich meadow land, yet

when  opportunity offered, and
the owner or the malden who milked
her, were absent, she, the *c00,” had a
habit of pushing down a portion of
the aged fence—wandering into the
kitchen garden, and munching with
zest, the carrots, cabbages and garden
stuff most palatable to cowdom, Then
the beast was happy.

The clerk and verger was a Mr. Ed-
ward Hands, generally known in the
village as “Ned.” He used to pride
himself that his rendering of the res-
ponses was a shade bettter than the
reading of the clergyman.  “Not but
what,” Ned would say., with modest
depreclation, of his owa performance,
*“I could lick him a long way, but it
wouldn't do to make the parson jealous"”
Ned, however, was not the organist.
This position was filled by a Mr. Sam-
uel Purden, whoese dally avocation was
that of an agricultural laborer.

The organ was a fine looking instru-
ment as far as the case was concerned,
but was innocent of bellows, Keys,
stops or pedals: In short, it was a
hand organ of very superior manufac-
ture. This instrument had been pre-
sented to the church by a benevolent
lady, some years befere.

I forget how many Psalm and Hymn
tunes this instrument played, hut there
were many.,

Purden was more than slightly deaf.
In the manipulation of his instrument,
he received some valuable assistance
from his wife, Sarah. She sat handily
near to him, so that, in case the first
sl;c verses of a psalm only had beoen

‘announced, her deat mate should not
wander on, and grind out an extra
verse or two.

“This remainder she effected by zeal-
ously prodding him in the ribs with her
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umbrella,at the termination of the last
verse of the psalm as glven out. Not
always were her efforts crowned witn
success.  Any lacek of attention on her
part and George was off with an unau-
thorized seventh or elghth verse on his
own account. ‘I' he pay of our organ-
Ist was not on a par with the cultured
muslelan of to-day.

Mr. Purden received one shilllng
and six pence per Sunday, and five
shillings cach Nmas day, as salary in
full, .

1 do not think that he made any
money by taking pupils or giving les-
song In music on his organ. This In-
strument was on the ground floor of
the chuich, but partiaily hidden by a
leng cerimson curtain, Bebhind, and
overiapping at either end of this cur-
taln, at the Sunday mattins, were the
village scheol children, who were a'so
the chedr, The 1illage schoolmaster
was conductor and loadar of the

- choir.

1Ie likewise was responsible for the
bahaivior of tke little ones.

To assist in this duty in church he
puss.s:ed a long ward. This weapon
was far-reach'ng.

A hoy caught in the act of eating
forbidden, and generally unrpe fruit,
was admorished wiin a rap-tap-tap
upon his cutly pate. ‘this rap-tap-tap
was au il to the congregation.

The Immediate effect of this wooden
greeting was a yel), folloned by sobs,
which did not discomppse the ase
saulter, for he listen with more
patience than the disturbed congrega-
tion to the shortened violence of tne
kiczouzhing sobs of childhoad, a3 the
vain lessened from the effusion of
of time after the knock on the cra-

niun.
L d L - - *

Tie c’erk sat in the modest reading
d sl of the (ld threa-decker. Absve
wazs the rialing Cesk for the clergy-
man—still higher soard the pulpit it-
selr,

But w> hava nearly forgotien ::rs.
Tieball, the vicar's cow. ‘

Sunday was a great day for this
tespasser. The master was at church.
Th malden, all forlorn, who “milked
the cow with the crumpled horn,
HRkiwise west to church.

Connolssu s have  quietude,
thelr choice tit-bits,

Tt~ cow was a connoisseur in Lro-
call. Brussell's sprouts, cabbage ana
cditl~ green stuff in general. She se-
lected the quiet, peaceful day, wren
pursuit by agsd parson or irate
maiden was impossible. In the church
we all were prepared for what was to
(ollew, when the wvicar wourd gaze
from th2 lolty pulpit through the win-
dow in the direction of the garden.
Tke next moment the handsome e
head was hent towards the 10Wer re-
gions, piercing through gold-rimmed
spectacles {r Ned—then—"Edward! Eg-
ward, the coo is in th garden, go and
drive her out.”

Hands stumped down the aisle—out
of the church door and now we would
hear his Shoo! skoo!” as the cCO was
driven fcrth, vanquished. Then, and
not until then, the dear old vicar would
resume his interrupted discourse.

CECIL.

with

CORRESPONDENCE

—

(The editor of the Western Church-
man desires to say that he declines
to be held responsible for the oplnions
of hig correspondents.)

———

My Dear Sir,—In your last week’s
issue of the Western Churchman, you
published a letter signed *“Cantab,
which dealt with the question of aca-
demic hoods. 1 am not at all curfous
to know who *“Cantadb” isg; It {5 quite
cevident that he Is one of those who
regard the possession of an Oxford o
Cambridge degree, whether pass or
class, a sure indication of intellectun!
culture. No man has a greater res-
pect than I for the two ancient En-
glish universities; but at tho same
time I have come in contact with not
a few who did not have the privilege
of being educated at one of these cele-
brated seats of iearning, but who nev-
crtheless were not inferior in scholarly
ability and mental acumen to the or-
dinary graduates from the banks of
the Isis or the Cam. University gra-
duates are fond of claiming the ex-
clusive right to wear hoods, and many
o them would like to debar the pos.
sessor of a Testamur from a Theolo-
gical College from wearing the hoad us-
signed to his alma mater. 1 certainly
think it {s wrong for any clergyman
t¢ wear a hocd to which he i3 n:t
entitled; at the same time, it is quite
another thing to sneer at the hocds
or Theological colleges, secing that in
many cases the wearers ¢f these have
reached to attainments in the study
of Theology to which the ordinary
Oxford or Cambridge passman I8 a
stranger. To bring up Cancn I8, in
this connection, s no argument at all
against the use of hoods which desig-
nate seats of learning that were nst
in existence at the time that the Canon
was promulgated. “Cantab” says that
medical and scientiflc lecturers and
bractising lawyers do not wear the
hoods of their degrees except in umi.
versity ceremonials, and that it would
be well if the clergy followed their ex-
amples. Admitted: but the clergy
only wear their hoods at an ccclesias-
tical or academic function. Besldea
if we go back to the origin of the
academic hood, we shall find, I think,
that it {3 the remnant of the old hooc
“~hich was worn by the mcnastic orders
aend was drawn over their heads to
brotect them from cold during the
recital of the night offices; so that, it
has, after all, something of an eccle-
siastical character. I should very
much deprecate the discontinuance of
academic hoods in church. In any
case, I should not ltke to think that
they had been discontinued because
of the jealousy of Oxford and Cam-
bridge graduates, who would like to
retain these special privileges for them-
selves alone. I know that it is a fash-
fon with a certain class of churchmen
to keep out of church both hood and
black preaching gown; but as I have
already shown that the hood has an
-ecclesinstical origin, so I assert that
the bLlack gown is only a modernized
form of the old Benedictine cuculla or
cowl, which formed the outer garment



of the monks. and naturaily was the
dregs in which they preached. 1t is
rather a remarkable fact that the late
Bishop Forbes. of Brechin, and qulte
a number of leaders of the Tractarfan
party, never gave up the use of the
black gown when preaching, unless
at a celebration of Holy Communjon.

1 shall be glad to hear further In
this matter. I am yours,

ANGLO-SAXON.

s [P,

Gladstone, Oct. 19th, 189,
To the Editor, “"Western Churchman.”
Dear Sirs~The season when special
services of Intercession, ete., are con-
stantly occurring Is upon us, and as
usual the secretarv of Synod Is send-
ing out cobies of the special forms for
use at these services. 1 generally
carefully preserve mine, and in time
will have enough to.distribute in al
the pews of my church. That the pen-
ple should have these forms before
them in crder to join devoutly in the
prayers, is. I think. a matter bevond
dispute. But there Is an awkwardness
and untidiness about these printed
sheets laid on the seats and often from
thence tinding thsir way ta the toor,
and finally being rendercd unfit for
further use, Even the ofllciating
clergymen find them awkward to
handle and liable to he misplaced.
To avoid the latter t1ouble, 1 prozured,
last year, 4 scrap album and pasted in
it all the special forms of s2rvice and
the prayers for the Govarnors, stc,
appointed by the General Synod. This
ensures one's always having tte forms
handy and Kkeps tte reading desk
free from the objectionable untidiness
of .belng littered with papers. But
what I wanted to propose is that, with
rermission of the autho:iti-s, a little
hook should be publishel, say unde-
the control of the *“Western Church-
man,” containing all the formms and
prayers not found in the Prayer Rook.
It once a samp'e wer: produced, I
should think it wouid be welcomed by
clergy an laity alike and find a £004Q
sale. It is an idea thkat has often oc-
curred to me and may perhaps meet
with your approval, and result in such
a publication being produced. Hoping
you may approve and ac: on the sug-
gestion, I remain,
Yours truly,
R. H. L. GIRLING,

WHAT THE CHURCH OF
ENGLAND IS

—

The following is taken from the very
excellent history of the Church, edited
by Mr. Nye and called the Illustrated
Church Annual.

The “Church of England,” How of-
ten do we use the phrase without a
thought as to what the church really
is, how or when it came into existence,
or what we, as a nation, owe to it.

We are told that the Church of Eng-
land is on trial. and that it must be
judged, like every other institution,
without reference to its glorlous tra-
ditions or valuable work in bygone
ages. Forgétful of the-fact that had
there been no Church there had been
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no England! No; the Church i3 to e
Judged by its usefuiness today, Grant-
ed that this be so, let us at least, as
sensible men,endeavor to learn what
the Church really i3, and what ft Is
doing, before we are found (it unhap-
pily we should be) amongst those who
are all too ready to see it swept from
off the face of the lanc,

The following brief epitome of facts
may help to clear up some popular
misconceptions with regard to an in-
stitution which, when thoroughly un-
derstood, we belfeve will prove to he
the most  precious  heritage in the
kingdom.

First, the Church is the oldest in-
stitution, ecclesiastical or civil, in this
country. This may not count for
much today: but it is a fact, never-
theless.

To trace it to its birth, one must go
hack centurles hefore the time of either
monarchy or state. Ages Lefore there
was a King of England, or a National
Parliament, the Church was here, the
most powerful, the most heneficial, the
most flourlshing institution in the
realin.

Secondly:—The Church differs from
all other institutions, inasmuch as it
rests cn no earthly roundation. It is
indeed **of Gcd,” and not of man's de-
vising=—a solemn and important truth
which Englishmen and Englishwomen
should never forget.

How, ¢r at what time the Church
was founded in this country will pro-
bably never, with exactness, be known.
It is believed that a Church was stand-
ing at Glastcnbury, in Sumersetshire,
Lrfore AD. 3(0. In AD. 333, on the
oot where St. Al:ans Cathedral now
ctands, Albtan was martyred hecaus?
he would not renounce the Christlan
faith. In A.D.314, British Blshops at-
tended a Church council at Arles, in
the south of France; which Is evidence
7 o Church having duly apppointed
oflicers in Britain fifteen centurjes and
more ago. The whole country was con-
verted gradually, bit by bit,, chiefly by
missionaries from Irelar:d and the
north, not by missionaries from Rocme.
The Roman Mission of St. Augustine
was mostly connected with hut one
kingdom—that of Kent—and all trace
of this misston died out within a short
space of time. Sixty years after St.
Augustine died there was only one bish-
hop of Roman consecration in Britian.
The Roman Catholic historian, Mon-
talembert, writes: “What is distinetly
visible is the influence of the Celtic
isriests and missionaries everywhere re-
placing and seconding Norman mis-
sionaries, and reaching districts where
their predecessors had never been abie
to ecnter.” .

The Church of England owes its-or-
ganization to Archbishop Theodore,
who. in A. D, 673, divided the k'pe-
doms of this country into man-~geable
ecclesiastical distrlets, and ir .uced all
the bishops to unite under one lead-
ership, that of the Arciibisnop of Cas-
terbury. This was the first national
gathering and Englishmen to-day
owe the parliament to the church, for
it was founded upon the same pattern
in A. D, 1265. The Church of Eng-
land thus constituted, fs older (by 155

93

years) than monarchy—for therce was
no King of all England until A, D.
§27—and ig 592 yearws older than parlia-
ment.  Nothing in history ia clearor
than this,

The Church of Lugland, th s consti-
tuted, contlnued down to the relgn of
Henry VIIIL It never at any time
became part of the Roman Catholle
Church, though succecding Popes did
thelr best to make it 80; but they never
wholly succeeded. The Roman Catho-
lfe Father Humphrey, deglares that the
present Roman Catholic sect in no
seuse represents the pre-Reformation
Church of England. He adds: “We
are  a  new missfon straight from
Rome."”

The property of the Church was giv-

¢n to ft,at various times, mostly by
Individuals.. The Church was never
endowed by the State,.  No part of
the taxes goes towards paying the
clergy, whose income Is chiefly dertved
from thes. No act of parliament
exists  ereating  tithes, Thes> were
siven by private beneracrors ages be-
fore a parlinment was thought of.
+ By the Refcrmmation the Church ot
England was once, and 1or aa umne,
freed from the power of whe Papacy:
but no new Church was set up. The
Church befcre the Reformation and
after the Reformation. though it was
shorn of much of its property, was
identically the same,®

THE CHURCH AT BOME AND
ABROAD.

The extent and magnitude of the
Church ¢t Dngland, its far-reaching
influennce in cur cwn ccuntry and in
foreign cllmes, may 10 somme extent be
zathered from the following statistics
of Archbishops and Bishoeps. ete. serv-
ing the Churchh to-day both at home
and abroad.

The Church of England has 2 Arch-
bishops, 32 Blshops, and 10 Suffragan
and assistant Bishops—total 53; in Ire-
land there are 2 Archbishops and 11
Bishops~total 13. In Scotland, there
are 7 Bishops: in Canada. 2 Archbis-
hops and 318 Bishops—toal 20; in the
West Indies. and South America, 10
Bishops: in Africa, 19 Bishops; in Asia.
1 Archbishop. and 18 Bishops, total 19:
in Australia and Tasmania, 15 Bishopa
in New Zealand 7: and, on the contin-
ent of Furope 2:—making a toal of 163.
Add to this the number of Bishops in
the Protestant Epfscopal church in
America, (which Is after all a daughter
of the old mother church of England)—
79, and we have the large total of 244.

During the festivities at the Queen’'s
jubllee, there was no more notable
entertainment than the garden rarty
given by the late Archbishop of Can-
terbury at Lambeth Palace.

Canadians ghd colonialg will remem-
ber the courtesy with which the arch-
bhishop sought out their addresses from
the London colonial offices, and sont
invtations to them.

Tha Ladics’ Guild of Christ Church,
Winnipeg. are ready to undertake to
make carsocks or surplices for clergymen
orchairs  Termson Application to Christ
Church Rectory, Winnipeg.
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THE TRAINING OF MEN FOR
TIIE MISSION FIELDS,

In a vast country iike this Canada
of ourg, where there are so many uns
touched misgsion-tields crying out for
Jabors, one of the most important
questions to be dealt with is the train-
ing of mivslonar.es, In the past many
noble workers have been trained at
Trinity College, Toronto; WycHt' Col-
lege, and St. John's College,, Winnipeg,
and for such men and their unselfish
laborsg, the church must bhe ever grate-
ful. At the same thine, as mission
work develops, and th: nany and
varfed aspecty of missionary life begin
to make themselves apparent to those
who are interosted fn ¢he madtter, it
becomes evident that a special course

of preparation is needed for the mis-
slonary, as compared with the men
who are to do the churcin's work at
heme, In respect to this special as-
pect of the question, a clear and decid-
ed line has been taken by the ven-
erable College of St. Augustine ot
Canterbury, the C. M. 8. College ax
Islington, and the newer colleges at
Warminster, Dorchester and Burghle-
Marsh. These institutions have train-
ed and sent out a noble band of wark.
ers, whose pralses are all the church’s;
but, it has seemed to mission authorit-
fes at hume that, in view of the ever-
increasing work to be done,, some-
thing more nceded in our system of
training men for the mission-field. At~
tention has on several occasions lately
been called to the exisience and wory
of the Soclety of Sacred Ml ~ions of
which the Lord Bishop of Rochester
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fs visitor, and though whose operas
ttons . grand work Is belng done ftor
the cause of misstons, uniike kindred
nussionary agencies, it does not select
men of a certain detinite class, it does
not demand a certain fixed standard of

tntellectual  abllity;  but, it appeals
10 men of every type to
come  with  the talents which God
has given them , and devote

thmselves, body, soul and spirit, to the
work of the Divine Master. It secks
to revive, not the systematice, cast-fron
ascetictsm of the mediaeval chureh,but
the primitive  simplleity and withal
high-souled devotion of men llke Au-
gustine, and Columb,a and Boniface.
Ina certaln sense, it sceks a restoration
of the rcliglous lfe and inculeates
the principles of poverty, chastity and
obedience. It does not follow the rule

RECTORY (INTERIOR )

of any of the anclent orders, but rath-
er aims at such a life of preparation
as will be most suitable for the wants
of the mission fields of the nineteenth
century. So ex:aciing are its methods
that onc can hardly imagine any one
coming through the ordeal of it; pre-
paratory work. and afltorwards going
back from his vocation. Now, while
there mav be a certain smack of ine-
diaevalism about all this, itis worthy
of note that no missions at the present
day are more successful than those
which are bheing carried on on a simi-
lar basis.

The Church in Canada cries out for
laborers to send intn her vast mis-
sion fields; might it not b2 well were
ske to consider whether there are not
lossons which she might learn. and
many Ideas which she might profita-
bly adopt, from the Society of the Sa-

cred Misslon? The work which she
has to do, Is it not to a great extent
similar to that in every partially sc:.
tled country; does it not demand men
wel! disclplined, well inured to hard-
ness, and entirely devoted to the woryk
of the Master; must not its succe-s
depend In a very great measure wi
the spirtt in which it is carried on?
A careful consideration of the alms
und objects, and methods of the so-
clety referred to will, we feel con-
vinced, give many helpful suggestions
with regard to the necessary prepara-
tory work that will make the Church
of Christ in Canada go op conquering
for the Master, ever lengthening her
cords and strengthening her stakes,
until she makes her power felt from
tiie Atlantic to the Pacific ocean.

NEWS FROM DIOCESE OF NEW
WESTMINSTER.
RELIGION IN SCHOOLS.
Vancouver, B. C., Oct. ty.—His lora-
ship, Bishop Dart, during a session
of the synod of New Westminster dly-
cese of the Church of England, at
Christ church, Vancouver, B. C., in his
pastoral charge, referred pointedly to
the importance of securing religious
teaching in the public schools. Since
his lordship’s inauguration as Bishop
of New Westminster, this point hua
heen continually brought up, but so
far with no direct result. Another
matter dealt with at length and te
which his lordship has for some tine
devoted his energles, his ways and
means for discouraging laxity in re-
tglo.rd to the sacredness of the marriage

e,
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AT REST

The sudden death of the Archbhistop
«f Canterbury on Sunday, Oct. 11,
caused a shock to vibrate throughout
the whole of the Angllcan community,
The Archbizhop was on a visit to Mr.
Gladstone, at Harwarden, whore he
had arrived from Ireland on the Satur-
day morning preceeding his death
tt¢ attenda2d the early celebration of
the Hcly Communlon in the village
church and afterwards Morning Pray-
er. While the absolution was being
read the Archbishop was setzed w$°h
paralysis and passed to th: rest of
Paradise in & few minutes. When the
sad news was convey:2d to the coa-
gregation they jcined in s nging the
hymn, “For Ever With the Lord."
The dead march was played and the
congregaticn disperszd (eoply affected.

On Sunday, October 18th, the servic.s
in the cliurch were of a memoria;
character, the chancel was draped in
purple and black ard the hymns and
avthems select:d with spec'al regard
to the sald event.

In the eveaing Tennyson's “Crassing
the Bar" was sung and a specfal ser-
mon on the “Intormediate State™
preacted by the rector. Speaking of
the late Archbishop at the close of
sermon, the prelate said:

“He was a Catholic in the tulles:
sersc ~f the word. As Citho''c as the
church he ruled, led and 1ald. Un-
flinching when any article of the
Christian fzith was as-a‘l:d, yet as
meek and gentle as an innccent chiia.
He was respected by hi3 opionents
whether Roman Catholic or Protestant
and loved to a degree by all members
of the Church of England. He was se-

‘lected by that gallant churchman and

statesman, Mr. Gladstone. and
followed to the grave by the present
{llustrious head of the Conservative
party.

“He accomplished more than any
other man, in fourteen years, in bring-
ing about a right understanding Le-
tween the three great parties 1n tme
Church of England and uniting them
in one holy bond of love and charity..**

He was burfed on Friday in tne
Cathedral Church of Canterbury amia
the falling tears of a g0rrow-~strickery
nation.

Perhaps a greater Archbishop was
occupled the throne of St. Augusipe
and the Anglican commun'on throuzh.
aut the vorld has received a terrifie
blow, but she has a'so obtained an-
other glorious sxample, which will in-
#vire her members for many years to
~ome. “How can man die better.”

Rising early on the Lord's day to
meet His Risen Lord in the “Break-
ing of the Rread.” Meekly kneeling to
receive the forgiveness of his sins by
th Lord Jesus in the absolution of His
church. passing away tn rest in the
arms and on the hosom of Jesus until
the resurrection morn.

“0 happy Saint, how sweet your rest:
At Jesus' feet forever blest.”

-
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DISCIPLINE IN THE CHURCH

Many people seem to think that it
{s an unnccessary and over strict oxot-
cise of diseipline to nslst, 4o unre-
lenting 1y as {3 done in  this dio-
cese, on the rule of our church that
requires all persons to bs cmtirm d
before being odrl il to 11y Come-
munion.  Apart from the pl:n fact
that no individua! pri 8t or big:e,
has any sight to d'spense from a resus
lation of tho church, we bell v.
the contravy, toat (a nost Chrs.dans
amongst thoze why have @-pasatsi
themselhves are mo.o lHkely o o:
brought bLack t5 tie chuch 1y &
mere stringent  discipline ttan by
laxity in th!s and cther rs e ts. A
remarkable tnstance of this I8 rur-
nished by the following extract from
an article by Lord Nelson. in Church
Rells: “Many 2f our ci2rgy.,” he say-
“are afrald of exereising disivlice ..
+ar of offendi~g peom2. I KkKrow th-
case of a leading Baptist who pre-
sented himeelf for Holy Cuemmunton.
The parish priest was much exercised
as to his duty of explaining to him
that by the rule of the church L+
ought first to be cinfirmed, and muse
Le confirmed hefcre he becane a rexu-
lar communicant. It was thoueht
such a course might diive our new
convert away. The bishop was askea
and kindly offercd a private ¢ nfirma-
tich at the chanel in the palace. Judge
of our surprise when we digseoverad
that the idea that anybody, with.ut
preparation, could come to the cone-
munion in the eztablihed church had
heen the one thing that had kept our
convert back from juining the churen
for years! He rejoiced to find that
there was the rule, nad by his own
desire was confirmed at the first public
confirmation—himself and his {wo
sons. who had only lately been bhap-
tised.”

NEWS FROM GLADSTONF

The ladies of All Saints' church held
their annual sale of work onThursday
last (Fair Day) in the skating rink. As
usual they also providad dinner ana
tea, and in all branches were very suc-
cessful. The work was nearly all sola
and the ladies were kept busy provii-
ing dinner and tea for their numerous
patrons. In the evening a dramatic
entertainment was given by the moem-
bers of the congrezation with the as-
sistance of Dr. Shoultz. The play was
entitled ‘“Comrades,” and was well
worth seeing as the audlence appeare:
to think. Messre. Antiesley and Cus-
tance sang soios tetween the acts and
Mrs. Walton, tLesides acompanying
the so'oists, gave &n insirumental
piece at the orening. The hall was
crowded and many had to be turncd
away on account of the lack of ac-
commodation. The result of this moast
succeessful day is that about $100 wil
he at the disposal of the ladies. The
new foundation under the vicarage
will require $50 of this, and the rest
will probably be paid to the Moartag:?
Co. in reduction of the debt on the
same bailding. It is hoped this debt
wili now soon be cleared off.

9%
ST. MATTHEWS, BRANDON

—

on Sunday, Nov. 22, the Venerable
\1 hdeacon Fortin appeals in the par-
f-h church for *Home Misstons,”  Last
Yo thisx congregation contributed the
handsomes um of $270. We sincerely
Wpeth amount received this  year will

ot o smaller,

NEWS FROVM THE DIOCESE OF
COLUMBIA.

Rev. L E, Cooper, of Wellington, has
bean appointed Rural Dean for the diss
trlet of Nanaimo,

Last Friday evening, Rev. R. A. Bo-
sanquet, M. A.( was inducted as rector
of St. Alban's by the Lord Rishop of
Columbia (Dr. Perrin.)  ‘There was &
large congregation, the church being
woll fAlled, Ee-ldes the Bishop, the
following clergy were present: Ven.
Avchdeacon Seriven, Canons Good and
Paddon, Revs. Q. L. Cooper, E. G,
Miller and D. Wiison.

GENERAL NEWS,

The Australian An«lican Syvnod has
adopted o resolutivn disapproving of
the use of the church servica ana
church buildings fcr the marriage of
1livorced persons, except for the party
wronged In a case of adultery.

Tuesday, the 19th October, was the
seventh anniversary of lodge ‘‘West-
ward Ho,” the ploneer encampment of
the Sons of nEgland in the Northwest.

\What They Say

Peenunect Citizens give their Opinions of
the Fvans’ Gold Cure Iustitute,

HIS WORSHIP THE MAYOR-*“1know of seversl
fratutices of men eured of alochollsim by yvone treas-
mert and bave ereat ploasure in testifying to the
#ood wak wh ch vou have vane in this city »

VEN  ARCHDEACON  FOIRTIN—“The Evane
Teati ate has fullv coablnhed ita claiing to pubdlio
eonfl en ¢ Tee thoraughuess of the ¢ rew cannot
Imt 1 couraze suff-re'w from  alesholiem to place
themnweh e« underira case. Lot ite benefite Le known
far and wide.®

REV ATUER DRUMMOND, 8 1.1 hove known
where men steeped in the slenhol hanit for nany
yearnhiove tharke 10 vous treatiment, come bick as
itwere from the dead, to & knew life and a f*yous
manhood,

REV, C. W GORDON— * 1 have persanal knowledpe
of two men whe'a liven were redeemed through
the Ev ns Iastiture and heartily commend it to any
\\lho‘ l|e--l the need of 2 help rmirst the taste of
alcohol,”

HON. HUGH J. MACDONALD ='*1t gives me
great pleraure ta testily to the good work ycn are
doing in this city."”

REV.F B HDBVAL—-* %a should welvomn it as e
puhéc aswelas a private blessng. Iheartily com-
mend it.

it you will doult the ¢Teacy of the Evana Cure
drop us a card with your addrese and we will mail

you alist of references and testimonials convincing
enotigh to convert themost increduloue,

EVANS' GOLD CURE INSTITUTYSE,
026 Barnonat Stansy, Wisuirae
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DIOCESE QI NEW WEST-
MINSTER
Some of the Notes of the Annual Sy-
nod.
The Blshop's Address,

At the annual session of the Anglican
8ynod of British Columbia, which was
hield lately in Christ Church, Vancou-
ver, it was resolved on the propesal of
the Venerable Archdeacon of Colum-
bla that the synod of the diocese of
New Westminster in agsembly conven-
ed, hearing with unfeigned sorrow the
news of the loss which the whole .An-
glican communion has sustained in the
death of the Most Rev, Edward Lord
Archbishop of Canterbury and Primate
of All England, hereby expresses the
deep sense of the value of the ser-
vice of him rendered here on earth to
the whole church Catholic, and prays
that tne Holy Spirit may entirely dir-
ect and rule the hearts of those to
whom are entrusted the high responsi-
bility of the (hoice of his successor:
Further resolved, That a copy of this
resolution be sent under the seal of the
synod to the Right Rev. Frederick.
Lord Bishop of London, Dean of the
Chapter of the Archbishopric of Can-
terbury.

Among the discussions were some on
the Canons relating to Finance, the
Bishopric Endowment Fund, Clergy
Widows and Orphans and Superannu-
ation Fund. The executive cunmmittee
elected were: clericul secretary, Rev.
H. G. Fiennes Clinten; lay seeratary
and treasurer, W, J. Walker; clerical
memers, Revs, W. B. Allen, E. P
Flewelling, L. N. Tucker, H. Underhilt:
lay members, A. W. Wylde, W. Myers,
Grav, N. C. Schou and A. W} Black.
I1fs Lordship the Bishop nominated the
following committee for S. P. G, attor-
neys and bishopric fund: W. M. Gray,
N. C. Schou, W, J. Armstrong, H. J.
Cambie, A. W. Black, \W. . Salshury,
W. Taylor and R. E. Leonard. Repre-
senting the General Synod of Canada
to be held at Montreal, 1897: Revs. H.
G. Fiennes-Clinton, and L. Norman
Tucker; Messrs, W, J. Armstrong and
W. Myers Gray. The court of discip-
line was chosen as follows: Arch-
deacon of Columbia, Rev. L. N. Tuck-
er, Rev. E. P. Flewelling and Messrs.
H. A. Bulwer, Capt. Thain and W,
Armstrong.,

Appended i3 part of the address of
His Lordship Bishop Dart delivered
thereat.

Brethren of the Clergy and Laity:

Since the last session of the Diocesan
Synod, held in November, 1895, the
Revs. J. S. A. Bastin and F. A. Ford
have been ordained to the priesthood
the latter having been previously ov-
dained deacon by me: and the Rev, H.
B. Turner has been ordaineg to the
diaconate,

I have confirmed candidates in the
churches of New Wetminster, Vancou-
ver, Chilllwack, Hatzic, Lulu Island,
Misslon, St. Mary's Mission,South Van-
couver, Surrey, Lytton, Yale, Kam-
loops, Ashcroft, Lillooet, Nicola Valley,
Enderby, Armstrong Vernon, and Rev-
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ddstoke. T have consearated the chuienn
and burial ground at Surrey and the
church at Armastrong, which was re-
moved from Lansdowne,

Revelstoke which was previously ser-
ved from Asheroft has now its own re-
sldent clergyman. The same is the
case with IEnderby, which was formerly
attached to Vernon, Rossland and
Trall, which 1 visited in August, ar:
under the charge of the Rev. I, Irwin
The Rev. H. Edwardes, acting urder
medieal advice. has been obliged, ua-
happily {o relinquish his intention of
returning to the diocese; his place at
Lytton"1s filled by Mr. Turner. The
Rev H E. Bowers, resigned St. Paul's
Vancouver, in February last to hecome
diocesan missioner of Spokane and at
Easter, Rev. I, J. Underhill was ap-
pointed his successor. St. Michael'.,
Vancouver,has heen erected into a sep-
arate parish, of which the Rev. James
Irwin, formerly curate-in-charge, has
now hecome the first rector. Nineteen
licensed clergymen were working in
tha diocese when I arrived In August,
1895; there are now 24, T mentlon these
facts merely by the way of chronicling
events. Our lay readers in the diocese
are of great assistance fn keeping the
churches open when a vacancy occurs
and when the priest ig engaged in
other parts of the district. It is tu be
wished that other edveated Iayiren o
cutlaying places, such as Barkerville
and Quesnelle, where it is impossible at
present to send resident clergymen,
would volunteer for the work. We de-
plore the loss by death of one of our
readers Mr. W. C. A. Pilling, whom I
had recently licensed for Mission City.

The venerable S.P.C.K. has made

. Rrants during the past year for the

building of churches at Ksaslo, Ross-
end, Agassiz, Richmond, Trail and
Missloin City. In Kaslo, Revelstoke and
Aggassiz churches are completed so
far as to be used for divine service.
Our warmest thanks are due to the
Vencrable society for the encouraging
and stimulating assistance it thus ren-
ders. It has also made a grant of £25
for two years towards the maintain-
ance of the hospital at Lytton, the
first halt yearly instalment of whiclt ¥
have just received. I trust that we
shall soon be able to establish an S. P.
C. K. Depository in New Westminster
or Vancouver, or to take some ar-
rangement by which 8. P. C. X. pub-
lications may be readily obtained.
There Is a demand for them, not large
perhaps, but widespread and constant
throughout the diocese.
- * * *

Before T close T would call attention
in a few words to a most important
and solemn subject, the marriage law
of the church. Circumstances have
come under my notice which make me
feel this to be an imperative duty.
I am thankful to say that the marri-
age law is clearly embodied for us in
the first three sections of Canon ix.
But it is well-known that lax ideas
respecting marriage are abroad, and it

is well-known that in some of the
United States, God's Holy ordinance
of matrimony has been degraded,
through the facilities offered for 4i-
yorcee, intp o temporary legalized con-

cublnage, dissoluble almost at the will
of elther party. Members of our own
communion are not the only Christian
people who feel that this iy an abom-
Inable state of things. But lax ideas
are apt to spread terribly fast and un-
lezs we plainly and earnestly declare
God's law, or people will too readily
conform to a lower standard. e
should teach oftener than we common-
ly to do sanctity and permanance of
the marriage tle, and the imperative
appointed end of marriage. We should
point out that laxity with regard to
the marriage bond has favariably ac-
companied the decay and decadence of
nations. Milman, in his Latin Chris-
tianity, pointsto a striking flustration
of this truth. He says, “In the later
Republic the frequency of divorce was
at once, the sign, the cause, the con-
sequence of the rapid degradation of
morals. There can be no doubt that
this dissolution of those bonds which
unite the family was the corroding
plague of Roman soctety.”” It is not
without significance that our Lord des-
cribed the corrupt Jewish nation of his
day, then hastening to destruction, as
“an evil and adulterous generation.”
The subject has long been before my
mind. I have carefully examined ev-
ery plea that has been urged on behalf
of laxity and my rooted conviction is
that our wisdom and our safety lie in
adhering strictly to the teaching of the
marriaze service in our Prayer Book.
We have thiere iba liyw put i action
for us, clear, definite, authoritative,
Seriptural.  No divorced person could
80 through the form of marriage in
our chureh, without being self-evidenc-
ed by the words he would utter. If it
be said that this law sometimes pres-
Ses hardly, we may answer that there
Is no necessity and righteous law of
which the incidence is not at times
felt to be severe. If it be said that
“the people will not stand it"” we may
answer that this is a doubttul assump-
tion. Even allowing it to be true 1t
does not aftect our duty. In that case
Wwe may reflect that church of dimin-
ished numbers yet of pure life is more
loyal to Christ and doing more good
in the nation than g church which
“lowers her moral standard to meet
the moral standard of the world.” The
greatest of living Englishmen—states-
man, philosopher, theologian— has Jate-
Iy told us that fifty years ago he had
read everything he could find upon th»
sublect and that nothing since had
shaken the conclusion he had then ar-
rived at, on the absolute perpetuity
of the marriage tie, save when it was
broken by death. We, my brethren of
the clergy, have so to declare the coun-
sel of God that we be not guilty of
leaving our people in fgnorance of Hig
holy laws, and you, my brethren of the
laity, have to assist us with your pray-
ers, remind us, when any need arises
of our duty, and uphold our hands
when we are striving to do it. May
God direct all our broceedings to the
welfare of his church.

We shall always he glad to notice
any specfal features of interest in all
such benevolent socleties, which in~
clude so many churchmen,



