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CONPUCTED BY W. W. EATON.

Thoun art the Christ, the Son of the Living God —Perer,  On this Rock T will build
my Chnrch, and the gates of Hell <lell nat prevad agatnst it —7%e Lord Messiah
et et

CORRESPONDENCE.

I received your pumphlet, * The Christian,” with much pleasure as
long as 1 was at . Since then 1 have received none. [am very
sorry, for Lintended to have them bound.  In one or two of your letters
you urge upon me the necessity of conformity to ths requrements of
Christ by anopen profession.  Now to teli you the truth, I consider these
reqrements have been so twisted by sects and parties thatit 1s impos-
sible (nearly) for a candud and rational mind to fall in with their views.
Now, my dear brother, in al! humility, I wish to ask a few questions o1
make a few propositions, which I believe ; and if you object to them, 1
wish you would send me the number in which you publish them. 1 be-
lieve that there is one Infimite and Eternal Being, the Source of all ex-
istence, the Author of all blessings, the Ruler of all worlds ; that this God
13 One, without equal, rival, or partner ; that this Being, infinitely perfect
in his moral wirbutes, maintains a moial government over his creatures,
the end of which is the promotion of the greatest degree of virtue and
happiness.  That man is the subject of his moral government, beneath
which he is treated as a free moral agent, capable of choosing beiween
night aud wrone, and accoantable fur his clioice ; that in this world he
is pluced in a state of triai and probotion, to forin and bring out his cha-
racter, i preparation fur a final allotment in conformuy with hs cha-
racter.  That into this state of preparatory discipline bie comes not with
acharacieralready fixed, but with certaiu rational faculties and moralca-
pacities, in themselves neither good or eyil ; that he himself ou entering
Iife 1s neither virtuous nor vicious, neither huly nor sinful, neither an ob-
Ject of praise nor blame ; but possesscs such powers as when developed
will render him one or the othier, accorang to the habuts he forms. That
thesc powers are reason and consoience, which approve and jead w
gooduess ; and the passions and appetites. which being conoected wih
seusual objects and present gratification, inchine to sensual indulgence
and . That these opposing principles planied 1o the breast of map,
are intepded for man's trial, and its object is to exalt and punfy hig spr-
ritual nature and deliver it frony subie¢tion to the sensual.  Thatin order
10 aid man in this great siruggle—te wWhidh frowm patursl infiraiues Le

Var. 1. bt ’
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was often found unequul—it pleased God to commission his Son Jewus
Christ to communicate all the knowledge, encouragement and aid, which
might be necessary to his success and happiness ; and to set an example
of perfect purity of life, and continued resistance of temptation. That
in the truths and institutions of the Gospel he has made a provision of
means, which it is for man himself to use; and which he s left at hberty
to usc or refuse. ** That these means are his own instructions as recorded
n the Scriptures, and as connected with » previous dispensation; the
worship and ordinances of his institutions ; thu spiritual influence granted
in answer 1o prayer ; his own life, death,and example, so fitted to affect
and influence the heart and character; and the promises and threat-
enings of future retribution ;" that the terms of acceptance to divine
favour are faith in Christ, repentance of sin, and an obedient life ; that
future happiness is suspended on these conditivns ; those who comply
witir them shall be abundantly rewarded ; those who hold out against
them shall deservedly suffer the divine displeasure in future condemna-
tion ; “anl finally, that as man had no claim to this revelation and aid
from God, it i3 to be accounted the free gift of his grace, and therefore
those who are saved, are saved not from their own unassisted righteous-
ness but by the grace of God.” 1 have attempted time and again to
write yon on these subjucts as I now have done. I have thought seriously
upon them, and tried to read the Bible and other good books in an un-
prejudiced manner ; and the conclusion is irresisuble—Baptisim is given,
in my opinion, as a seal of pardoen, not as a saving ordinance. Asa fi-
gure, representing that the soul is cleansed from sin just as the subject of
this ordinance thus cleanses the body. Is obedience of life and purity of
lieart & necessary resualt of baptism ¢ If it be, then I consider ita saving
urdinance.  Purity of heart and consequent obedience of life are the ne-
cessary results, and as it were, the offspring of repentance and faith, or
the inward change which takes place in the heart. Hence their necessity.
Hence without them we cannot be christians. But does the Bible teach
that Baptism 1s necessary to a life of holiness and faith, or that without it
no man can see God ? It seems to me not. [ have thus written a long
letter with some haste. If you wish you may use such portions of it as
von deem fit.  But I have not written with that supposition.
Your Brother, DaniEL.

REPLY.

My Duawv Brornrr—] have not time to keep upa private correspon-
dence with a uthe of my dear friends and brethren who favor me with
their communications. [ shuuld much prefer such a medium of com-
munication with you ; but the want of time, and the remote possibility
that my remarks may be of interest to some other readers, induce me to
give the above extract from your very welcome episile, and a few ge-
neral remarks thereon.

You are just the age for theory and speculation. Your position strongly
tempts you to philosophise upon God’s plan of saving sinners. Most
vyang men of independent, phnlosophic ninds, prefer a splendid theory
of religion to a system that appears to be at first sight enshrouded with
mysiery, and not exactly adapted 10' what we pray.¢eem the real state of
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man.  That God Is one—that Jesus is his messenger, conie tu teach men
virtue, and to set them a good example—that there is something so ate
tracuve i vietue and winning in all that is good and praiseworthy, that
inen disposed to receive this theory will most certaiuly become pure and
godlike here, and shine among 1he stars hereafter. This, I repeat, 15
very plausible i theory ; but fucts, stubborn facts, prove that these the-
uries are the most meagre skeletons of religion—destitute of soul and
spint.  The fine theory, my brother, with which you have favored vs,
without the great fucts of the Gospel, never awakened a sinner to a sense
of lis sins—never penetrated a soul with a conviction of its utter rum,
and God’s unbounded love 1o man. Neither Paul, nor Peter, nor John,
ever theorized afier your manner,when they called the attention of sim-
ners 1o what God was, what they were, aud what God had done for them,
All those fine-spun-philosophic systems are as cold as moonshine : they
fiave Jight reflected and mild : by them you see things dimly ; but they
tiuve no gemal warmth.  The sun of righteousness is not there : without
him every thing must droop, and wuither, und die.

In vour fine theory, my brother, you have found no place for the
facts first announced, and always kept most prominently before men by
the Apostolic Heralds of Salvation.  + Neither is there salvation in any
viker ; for there 15 no other name under heaven given among men
whereby we can be saved,” said the Apostle Pete- ; and Paul was ¢ de.
termined to know nothing among men but Jesus Christ and him cruci-
Gied ;" and hence he * proclaimed first of all that Christ died for our
sws ;" ¢ Other foundation can no man lay than that which is laid, which
13 that Jesus 1s the Chuist.””  Only by his deuth and vesurrection couid
ilus glorious fact be demonstrated.  The Messiah, predicted by the An-
cient Praptrets, was 10 be fo the pecple a ¢ root out of dry ground ;™ % a
man of sorrows and acquainted with grief;” *on him the chastisement
uf our peace was lawd,” and only “ by his stripes were we to be healed.”
* He was to be led as a lamb 1o the slanghter, and as a sheep before her
shicayers 1s dumb so he was net fo upen his mouth.”  Thus the sacrificizl
deaih and triumphant resurvection of our Lovd Messiah, are the great
facts ot the Gospel.  Over the systems that give themn not & prominent
pluce, we weep with Mary and cxelaim ¢ they have wken away my
Lord. und | know not wheie they have laid im I You may reply, that
munv who hold and propagate something hhe your theory are among the
evcelient of the earth.  Granted ; but they were not made so by such
theories.  Some Atheists and Deists have been men of most amiable
tesipers—in all their wtercourse with men just and uprights but it was
not their unbehef that promoted their virtues.

Of late years we have heard, and in fact known some socicties of
Unnanans and Universalists, whose preachers have tried to imitate other
religious Societies by holding other meeungs than thove on the Lord's
day—calied prayer, social, or conference meetings ; but who beside the
clergyman ever prayed or spohe >  Seldom, if ever, any but those who
had become rehgious v other societies. Svystems und forms that lose
sight of Jesus as the * L.amb of God hearing away the sin of the world”
can never nfnse life, energy, or power into any soul to make il eihe
alive to God, o1 ardent'y devoted 1o the cavse of human redeaption,
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And in reference o your views of Baptisin, I would only remark that
God has always made positive institutions just as necessary to the [ull
enjoyment of his favor, ns the Sacrifice i order to its procurement - in
the testimony of God they stand or fll together. He who rejects bap-
tism as not absolutely necessary in order to the fuil enjoyment of the
henefits of tbe Savionr’s death ; for the same reasons may he renounce
the death of Chirist in order to the procurement of pardon and acceptence
with God.

I never taught that * obedience of life and purity of heart were the
necessary results of baptism 1 But to those whose hearts were picrced
by the sword of the Spirit, the Word of God, I have repeated the divine
precept : * Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” The
waters of Jordan did not possess any medicinal properties to cleanse &
leper, but in them Naawian was made pure from leprosy. He could
obtain this purity in no other way. If God has appointed the water of
baptism as the place to which we must resort for the healing virtues of
Jesus’ blood, in vain do we seek 1t by any other means; unlessindeed it
can be proved that sincerity is the test of discipleship. In that case,
Romanism, Mahommedanism, and vailous other conflicling systems
are at par ; for all these systems bave their sincere admirers, and most
conscientious devotees,

The above are only general hints. I intend giving your letter some
further notice when I have more time : at present I am much pressed
with many cares and duties. I am happy to inform you that all your re-
lations are in good health. Let me hear from you often ; and allow me
to ask your re-perusal of my last letter in the previous volume.

Your Brother, WEeNTWORTH.

Curistian Teupen.—Our Lord, at the very outset of his public in-
structions, marks, at once, in the strongest and most decided terms the
peculiar temper, spirit and character of his religion. e describes the
‘¢christian femper as humblie, meek, lowly, devout, merciful, pure, peace-
‘able, and interesting.

The world calls it mean spinted, tame and abject, yet notwithstanding
all this, with the divine author.of our religion, this is the favorite cha-
racter ; this is the subject that runs through all the beatitudes. To this
he assigns, under all its various forms, peculiar blessings,

Fo those who possess it, he promises that they shall inberit the earth ;
that they shail obtain mercy ; that they shall see God, and be called the
children of God.—Christian Citizen. . -

Cuanegs iv'trE CrurcH oF EngLanp.—In the days of Edward VI
{1548) ¢ In the administration of Baptism a cross was to be made on
the child’s forehiead and breast, and the Devil wus exorcised 10 go out,
and enter no more into him. The child was to be dipt three times in the
font, on the right and left side, and on the breast, if not weak. A white
vastment was to be put upon it in token of innocence ; and it was to be
anointed on the head, with a short prayer for the unction of the Holy
Ghost.”—Neal's History of the Puritans.
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RESTORATION OF THE ANCIENT ORDER OF TIINGS.
No. IV,

Tuar the words of the Apustles shall be the only creed, formula, and
directory of faith, worship, and christian practice, when the ancient order
of things is restored, we have offered sume evidence to show. The con-
stitntion and fuw of the primitve church shall be the constitution and law
of the restored churchi. As the constilution and law then admtted all
the faithful disciples of the Liord 10 an equal participation of all privileges;
so when the same is again adopted, the same privileges will be extended
to every orderly citizen of the kingdom. Without any of our medeva
creeds in substance or in forin the church was once united, complete,
and happy, and will be so agan. Fur the same cause will always pro-
duce the same effect. When the disciples shall return to the Lord he
will return to them.

In receiving members or citizens into the kingdom, or 1n naturalizing
foreigners, it appeured, in our last essay, that nothing was required of
them but an acknowledgment of the word or tesumony of the witnesses
concerning the King, Jesus of Nazareth. A’hearty declaration, or con-
fession with their lips, that they believed in their hearts, that Jesus of
Nazareth was the Messiah, the Son of the Luving God,the King and Lord
of all, qualified them as applicants for naturahization. In the act of 1m-
mersion into this name, they renounced every other Messiah, Lord, King,
orSaviour; they put off their former religion, and renounced every re-
hgious obligation to any ether sysiem or authonty, aud put on Jesus as
thewr Lord and King. Froin a consileration of the ancient order it ap-
peared, that the apostles did not command men to be baptized 1oto their
own experience, hut to the faith then delivered tu the saiis. 1t was af-
firmed that the ancient order was wiser, safer, and more honerable to
the saving truth, than the modern way of receiving members into & hup-
ust society, and some proof was presented.

In the present essay we shall make a few remarhs upon another im-
portant preliminary 1o the restora.ion of the ancient order of things.
‘There must be, and there shail Le, an abandoument of the new and cor-
rupt nomenclature,and a restorativnof the inspired oue.  In other words,
there must be an abandoament of the Babylonish or corrupt phraseology
of the dark ages and of modern discoveries, in the fixed style of the
christian vocabulary. 'This is a matter of greater impottance than may,
at first sight, appear to all. Words and raumes long consecrated, aud
sanctified by long prescription have a very imposing influence upon the
human understanding. We think as well as speak by means of words.
1t is just as impossible for an adult to think as to speak without woids.
Let him that doubts make the experimeat. Now as all correct ideas of
God and things invisible are supernatural ideas, no other terms can so
suitably express themas the terms adopted by the Lloly Spint, in adapung
those supernatural truths to our apprelieusion. e that taught man to
speak, would, doubtless, adopt the most suitable terms in his language to
reveal himselfto his understanding. T'o disparage those terms, by adopt-
ing others in preference, is presumptuous and insolenton tue part of man.
Besides, when men adopt terms to expiess supernatural tiuihs, 115 not
the truths themselves, but their ideas of them they comnwnicate.  They
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sclect such terms as suit their apprehensions of 1evealed truth,and hence
the terms they use are expressive only of their conceptions of divine
things, and must just be as imperfect as their conceptions arc. [t is im-
possible for any wman, unless by accident, to express accurately that
which he comprehends imperfectly.  From this source spring most of
our doctrinal controversies. 'Men’s opinions, expressed in their own
terms, arc ofien called bible truths,  Inorder, then, to a full restoration
of the ancient order of things, there must be ** a pure speech” restored,
And I think the Lord once said. in order to a restoration, that he would
restore to the peuple ** a pure spuech.”  We know that the ancientorder
of things, amongst the Jews, could not be restored, after their captivity
10 Babylon, util the law of the Lord, containing the primitive institutions
of the Jews’ religion, was read and undersiovd by the people, and the
dialect of Babylon abandoned, as far as 1t corrupted the primitve sim-
plicity of that religion. Ileuce the scribes read them the law from
morning to evening, gave them the sense and made them understand the
reading. ‘I'his became necessary because of the corrupt dialect they had
learned in Babylon, ou account of which their revelation was unintelli.
gible to them, unul the language of Canaan was purged from the phra.
<eology of Ashdod. 1t will, we appreliend, be found precisely similar
in the antitype, or in the 1cturn of the people of God from the captivity
of Babylon the great, the mother of’ abomnations.

But we shall go on ta specify a suinple of thuse Babilonsh terms and
phrases which must be puri©ed from the christian vucabulary, before the
saints can understand the religion they profess, or one another as fellow
disciples. | select these from the approved standards of the most po.
pularestablishments; for from these they lave Lecome current and sa-
cred style. Such are the following: * Irninity.  First, second, and third
person in the adorabie Trinity : God the Son; and Gud the Holy Ghost.
Eternal Sun. The Son ts eterually begotten by the Father ; the Holy
Ghost eternally proceeding from the Father and the Sun.  ‘The divinity
of Jesus Christ; the humauty of Jesus Christ 5 the iucarnation of Jesus
Christ.  Tlus hie said as man; and thatas God. Tle common opera-
tions, and the special operatious of the Spirit of God.  Original sin,and
onginal righteousness.  Spiritual deaths spiritaal ife.  Covenant of
works, covenant of gracs, and covenant of redemption ; a dispensation
of the corenant of mace, und admuuistration of the covenant.  Effectual
calling. PFice widl. Free crace. Total depravity. Eternal justification.
Eternal sleep. Elect wurld  Llcet infants. Light of pature. Natural
religion. General and particular atoncnient.  Legal and evungelical re-
pentance. Moral, cerermonial, and judicial iaw. Under the law as a co-
venant of works, and as a rule of life. Chrisuan Sabbath. Iloly sacra-
ment.  Administration of the saciament. Different kinds of faith wnd
grace. Divine service ; the public worship of God,” &e. &ec.

‘Tnese are bul a merc sample, and all of one species. It will be said
that men cannot speak of Bible truths without adopting other terms than
those found in the written word.  This will be granted, and yet there
will Le found no eacuse fur the abuve species of unauthotized and Ba-
bvlonish phraseology. It s oue thing 10 speak of divine tuths in our
own dar giage, an b anather to adopt a tixed siyle of expresting reyealed
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wuths to the exclusion of, or in preference to, that fixed by tho Spint,
and sometimes, 100, at varisnco with 1it.  Forinstance, the terms Trinity,
first and second person of—Eternal Son, and the eternal procession of
the Spirit, are now the fixed style in speaking of God, his Son Jesus
Christ, and of the Spirit, in reference to their * personal character.”
Now this is not the style of the oracles of God. 1t is alt human, and
may be as freely criucised us one of the numbers of the Spectator. Yet
because of the sanctified cliaracter of these terms, having been buptizes
vr authorized by the erthodox and pious for centuries, itis at the risk o.
my reputation for orthodoxy, and at the expense of being charged with
eresy, that | simply affirm that they are terms thatthe wisdom of this
world teaches, and not the Spirit of God. I would not be startled to hear
that { have denied the fahh and rejected the revealed character of the
Father, Son, and Holy Spint, because | have said ihat the fixed style
speaking of them in the popular establishments is of human origin and
of the language of Ashdod, and not of the language of Canaan.  Thus,
however, only proves that the terms of human pluluso,)hy ure held mote
sacred than the words of the Holy Spirit. »

But besides this s species of sophistry there is another more danﬂexous
because more specious.  T'his is really as foreign and as barbarous a
dizlect us that we have noticed, though in Bible tetms. It consists in
selecting Bible terms and sentences.nd in npplying to them ideas totally
differenmt from those attached to then, by the 1oly Spirit.  Of this sort
are the following : The patural man, spiritual man ; in the flesh, in the
spint; regeneration, washing of regeneration ; ministration of the Spirut,
demeustration of the Spirit; power of God, faith of the operation of God,
the grace of God ; the letter, the spirit ; the old and new covenant ; word
of God; the ministry of the word ; truth of the Grospel ; mystery, clec-
tion, charity, heretic, heresy, blasphemy, church communion, baptisin,
faith,” &c. &e. &e.  The former dialect rejects the words of the Holy
Spirit, and adopts others as more intelhgible, less ambiguous, and better
adapted to preserve a pure church. The latter dialect takes the terms
and sentences of the Spirit, and makes them convey ideas diverse from
those communicated by the Spirit.  We shall in this, as in the former
dialect, specify one iustance. Take for this purpose the senteuce,
* Through faith of the operation of God.”  This the populars use to de-
signate a ! taith wrought 10 the human heart by the eperation of the great
power of God. But the Spirit of God intended by this phrase 10 shew
that christiansin baptism had represented to them their resurrection with
Christ to a new hfe, through a belief of the great power of God, exhubited
in raising Christ from the dead. So the wisest teachers, and so all the
learned translators of the last century understood it, amongst whomn are,
Pierce, Tompson, Mackmgh', and others. Mackuight reads it thus:
“ Being buried with him in bapti: sm, in which also ye have been raiscd
with hun through the belief of the strong \\orkmg of God who rased
li from the dead.”” Now in relation to these twoldialects there is one
easy and safe course. The first is to be totally abandoned as transub-
siantiation and purgatory are by Protestants, and the other 15 to b vries
by the context or desizn of the writer.

We cannot at plesont be more particwiar; Tat of these ferns awd g0 y-
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tences we shall not be forgetful hereafter. It 1s enough at one tme to
suggest them to the consideration and examination of our readers.

The adoption and cunstant usc of this barburous dialect was the cause
of wmaking divisions, and is still onc existing cause of their continvance.
‘This sty le furnishes mueh matter, and wiany a 1opic o the gloomy Doc-
tors who delight in metaphy sical subtleties, anu gaius thein much credit
fur their skill in mystcnies, which they (abibit in their weekly attempts
to unravel the webs which themselies and their worlhy predecessors
have woven. Lct it be remembicred that,'us thesc terms were not to be
heard in the primitive chureh, in resturing the ancient order of things
they must be sent hume to the regions of darkuess whence they arose.

A.cC.

EXTRACT I'ROM A CORRESPONDENT'S LETTER.

[The letter from which the following exiract 1s miade, was not de-
sigoed for the public eye.  But there ure several most excellent sug-
gesuons in it, too good 10 be lost.  The manner in which primiuve truth
was introduced to the inbabitants of Prues Edward Iolaud— e working
of that leaven—and the Jesuitical cuurse pursued by some spints to break
up or reward the progress of the ancient order of tungs, with the varied
fortunes of the cause, will, when laid before the community, forman in-
teresting chapter in the history of the Reformation of the ninetecuth
century. Bro. D. must excuse the LLerty when withhisletier, w. w. £.]

“\Vhen I first joined the Baptists here they appeared rather pleased,
and seemed rather disposed to hearken to what I had 1o say, untii the ery
arose against Knox and the Campbellites, when prejudice obtained the
complete ascendancy over the nunds of ihe people. 1 presume you are
aware of the diseiphue at Three Rivers, which teininaied in Mr. Shaw’s
exclusion from the church, and how Brother Kuox ucted by the voice of
the Church in the affiur.  The rest of the clergy took part with Mr. Shaw,
aud lost no tune n g 1g about, aud stiwning cvedy uerve tu conrage the
people against Mr. K. 3 reprecenting hinias the sule niover of the whole
disturbance between Mr. S. aud his cliurch, und luying 10 his charge a
host of the most grievous crimes 3 such as robbing people of property in
meeting houses—urgiig people against their willto be baptized 1o secure
their salvation—and supplauting Mr. 8. fur the sake of personalaggran-
disemcut! A Missionary Board wasfurmed, with the profussed designof
preaching the Gospel 1o the dustitute seutleinents on the Island 5 but io-
stead of that the Missionaries & Lo cuine tu these parts do not extend thewr
Jabours a step beyond sucli settluinents us Lave Buptist cungregations and
meetiugs house. Thus aflurds theis u fisst tate uppoitunity of accomplishe
ing their ends dt a dullar pai day.  All who do nut cuuntenauce these
proceedings are regaided us the filthand offscouring of all thiugs. 1 was
at first inclined to thwk that brothicr K. Lad acted with tuo much rashuess ;
but when I became better acquainied wiuli the facts of the case, and
more especially with tle line of couduct pursued by the Missiunaries
themselves while here, T was compldled iv eapuee suine of their con-
duct, and their fearful expusiiivus of the truth.  Their only weapons of
defence were, ‘e 1s & Camplellite I whici i the popular view is
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wentical »ith boaviuga Devilt 1 do ot winie these tings fiom any
pleasure that it gives me. [ eannot think of them without puwia ! * ®
* 1 have long been of the opnion that hadthere been iess controveisy
sid more of the hife of godliness mamfested by those who piead a re-
‘ur to primitive order, the cliurch of Christ would not have hud so many
grievous s1ains 10 wipe oft, uccasioned by the disoiderly conduct of some
of its leaders. [ am, however, far from approviug that wock charuy
which thinks that any one that saith Lord, Lord, shall enter mto the
kiugdom of Heaven—un upinion, than which nothing 1> more dest.uctive
w the souls of men; and one which I have to conibut almost every day :
itis absolutely necessary fur every one who holds the truth 10 nighte-
ousness to contend earnestly for it.  But such is the deceitfuluess of the
human heart; and so very artful is the enemy of souls, that it requires
cunstant study to fathom his devices. Wheu vue 1s confident he hus o
‘ thus saith the Lord’ for what he believes, huw realy e is tv Le elated,
1o plume himself on his supposed guudniss, aud rest on hLis lees.  la
this case closet duties will become burdensoine, or if allended to at all,
instead of confessing his sins and imploring furgiveusss and sirength 1o
resist the world, the flesh, and the devil, it will Lo o thank Gud that Lo
isnat asother mea! But you will probably thinkinc wo fond of findiug
fault, and nnt out of need of the King of Israel’s advice. ¢ Lt not him
that putteth on the harness boast as be that putteth it ofl'y" or (e Apostle’s,
* Let him that standeth take heed lest he fall.' Be 1 so; we are niote
ready to mark faults in others than to amend our own.” D. C.

PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY.

Provirive CuristiaNity, displayed as the only antidote against Na-
tional Establishm .3, aud Ecclesiastizal Inposition. By Jonx
MCarrxey. Glasgow. rp. 46.

( Contenned from page 35 )

These remarks may serve to prepare the niud of the reader fur the
due examinatiun of the next proposition; aud may enable him more
clearly to perceive the reascuableness of tne appuniment of lufiune
Wisdom, which renders it

IV. THE DUTY OF PASTORS Tu SIPPURT THLMSELVES.

If scripture required that pastors should spend the Bower of their age,
in the acquisition of learning, to qualify them fui thur office 5 if the
whole edification of @ church devolved upun a sigle pastor; if the
seriptures required that pastors should be wholly employed i the duues of
their office , then we might reasonably expect, that a provisivn would bave
been made for them by the Chief Shepherd iu hus word. But if, as we
have seen, classical learning is not necessary to qualify for this office ;
if, as we have seen, the duties of the pastoral office in a church are
divided amongst a plurality ; if, as we have seen, the ordinary members
of o church are to contribute to its public teaching ; then it follows, that
pastora] duties being quite compatible with a due auention 10 secular
ufluirs, their performance cannot give any just or reasonable claim 10
maintenance. But, ag this claim must be determined by what the scrip-
tures enjcin, to them ‘we shall appeal for a decision on the oubject,
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Before aliwemg the weripture proofs, it may be propet to clear the
salject of much ot that misreprescutation which has been heaped upan
15 und with which it s generally associated i the public mind. ‘The
nmost commen way of mistifying this subject, and giving an appearance
of scripture authority fo the popular pructice, is by CONFOUNLING Tug
DISPINCT OFFICkS OF PASTORS AND ArosTLeS. lndedd, so far as ow
veading extends, we never perused a defonce of the right of pastoss ly
support, (ex: ting those who found their claim upon the example of the
priests and Levites under the law,) but what was founded upon this fal.
lacious ard deceptive principle of rcasoning, ‘The sbeitors ot tlus de.
ceplion have beeu {requently driven from it on the aresa of public con.
troversy, and their reasoning exposed in all its unseriptural deformuy,
Such, howesver, is the auxiety to perpetuate the popular practice ; such
is the indifference of professors to examine tlis subject for themselves,
that many still practice this deception, and thereby blind the minds of
superficial enquirers,  ‘Po enable the enquiring reader to discover the
taliacy of this principle of reasoning, und the unscriptural practices re-
<nlting therefrom, we shall hriefly illustrate the qualificalions, duties ang
rewards of Apostles, and compare them with those of pastors.

Ist, Regarding the quaverications of Apostles, it was necessary.
First, That they should be called and chosen by Christ himself.  Luke
Vi 13, Acts xviic 14—xxvil 16, Second, that they should have con
panied with the Saviour during the time of Lis personal ministrations.
Actsi. 21,22, 1Cor. av. 8. Lukei. 8. Third, That they should
have seen Chinst personally after his resurrection from the dead.  Acts
1. 3—i. 22—wxvi. 16. 1 Cor.1x 2—xv. 8. Fourth, That they should
have received the'r commission from Christ’s own mouth.  Mati. x. 5~
xxvii. 19 Acts xxiic I4—xxvi. 16, Fifth, That they should have such
4 portion of the extruordinary gifts of the Spirit, av to guide them 1NFaL-
LiLy into all truth.  Luke xxiv. 49.  Acts xx. 27. 1 Cor. ii. 16
Sixth, That they should have power to work miracles, in cunfirmation
of the ';uths which they taught.  Mark xvi. 15, 20. Heb. ii. 2,4. ¢
Cor. xu. 12, Reader, examine these qualifications, and the scriptures
by which they are supported, and then estimate the arrogance, presump
tion, and daring impiety of those men, who, although destitute of every
one of these qualifications, nevertheless conspiie to ake us believe tha
they are the successors of the Apostles and the amMBassabpors of Christ.

2d, The puTies of theaposivlic uffice may be summed up as cousist
ing in preaching the gospel to all natwas; Mustrating the evidence o
the trath of the divine testimony; teaching Cluistiaus to observe the
“all things™ which Christ had commuanded; planiing and waterin
churches; and promulgating, generally, the principles of Messiah's
kingdom—the faith and vbedience of e gospel.  As thie sent of Chriy
to introduce a new dispensation of Lis cuveuant, it was their duty
lay the foundation of the new testameut church. As ambassadors
trusted wtth a message from heaven—wiili the ministry of reconciliativn,
it was their duty to beseech men in Christ's stcad, to be reconciled &©
Fod. Mait xxviil. 19—xviii. 18. John ax. 31. 1 Cor. ui. 10. 3
Cor. v 20.

34, The rrwarps Af the apostolic office wete chiefis of a spiritud!
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gpalue, those of a tempowal nature, extending, vot to gold and silver,
Suercly to food aud raimeat.  When Christ sent forth lus Apusties wn
Sheir first missiun through the cines of Isruel, he commanded them 1o
quake no provision for their juurney, but to cepend sulely upon the bounty
5l lhose who received their wstinony fu- their maitenance by the way :
&hnd lie gave them a 1ight 10 accept thereof, to the supply of their peces.
Fary wants.  Matt, x. 9, 16, T'his was ther right 10 wve by preaching
Gl guspel, a right given them by their Lord, and ordaimed by o, T hat
Hhs provision was adequate 10 the end for which 1 was ordamed, is ob-
gious; for, on their being questioned by the Saviour on their return if
i§' they lacked anything,” 1Le; said *“ nothing.”  Luke aau. 35, Lett
ape carefully observed here, what the work was fo= wluch this nght to
Juod ard raiment was granted ; because, if thns right ~ suill to be appealed
Ju, 1t must ouly be for the same, or similar labour as that, tor the per-
furmance of which it was originally granted.
d We shall now bricfly advert to the qualifications, duties nnd rewards
@f pustors.
3 Ist, The QuaLiFicaTions of pastore are minutely detailed 1 the
Epistes of Timothy and Titus, as follows :—* A bixhop must be blame-
ss, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of goud bebaviour, given
st hospitality, apt 1o teach : not given to wine, no striker, not greedy
20 filthy lucre ; but patient, not a brawler, not cowetous ; one that raleth
el lis own house, having his childien subjection with all gravity.
ot a novice, lest being lifted up with pride, be fall imo the condemn-
Hation of the devil.  Moreover, he must have a goud report of them that
gre without, lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.” 1
. i 2, 8. Again, respecung the elders whom Paul left Titus
rete to ordain, he wiiles—** If any* be Llaineless, the husband of ene
§!te, having faithful cluldren, uot accused ef riot, or unruly. For a
@ishop must be blameless, as the Steward of Gog ; not self-willed, nat
Foon angry, not given to wiue, no siriher, not given to filthy lucre ; but
% lover of hospitality, a lover of guud nien, sober, Just, holy, temperate,
dolding fust the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may he
gble by souud doctrine, Lot to exhort and cunvince the gainsayers.”’
ditus, i, 3, 9.
These qualifications are essentially difficicnt from the extraordinary
gualifications of Apusiles, being obviously all of ay ordinary nature, and
such as the ordinary operations of the Spinit and 1ufluence of the iruth
re calculated to produce in the subjects of divine grace. These quah-
cations, although they ought to be possessed by pastors in an eminent
¢gree, ale such as ought to be npparent i every Chnsuan, so far as
'S situation and circumstances requise their display.

2, The vuTiES of pastors, as set fotthin the 20th of Acisand the 5th
¢l Ist Peter, may te summed up as consisting in holding fast the faith-
il word ; cxemplifying the christian virtues 1 their own deportment ;
uiding the flock into ‘the rich pasiures of divine ordinances ; feeding
{'* church with the words of eterna! life ; ruling the church by the due
““If any™  These words <hew that there is no hmitation to the number that

bav be chusen to the cldershnp ; the Ilend of the church intimating, by their
naesunn of these qualifications, that they have been decigned for that efive
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whaimstraiion of all tie laws of the king of Zion; and keeping them,
selves frow buang vurdeusome 10 the church, when they pussess ty
moans of unistering to their owa wauls. o .

lu compaiing these duties with thuse of Apostles, itis obvious the
differ esseuiiay i thiair limits, thuse of Apustles extending to ** ay,
NaTions,” thouse of pastors mercly (o the wdividual * fluck over which!
they are vrdamed.  Apustles were comnmanded to leave all for they
work, but no such command is given to pastors.

3d, The kewanvs ol the pastoral, hhe thuse of the apostolic office,
are chielly ut @ spuitual natute. Wh .6 pusturs aic enjuined to lake iy k
oversight of the fluck, uot by coustrai, bat williugly, ot for Glily lucred
but ot u ready miud, they are clieered with the prouse of a c1own o
glury that fadeth aut away, ot the appearance of the Chicf Shepher
{ Peerv. 4. Thiss the priniary reward attacled 1o the fauhful discharg
ol pastoral dutics.  Auodier reward s the ngliesteem in which church
are to hold their pastors, and whicl is 1w mamtest uself by subiitung
themselves to thew in the Lord, and counting them worthy of duubl
lhionour, one way of Lxpressiug which, is, by munistering 1o their tempo®
ral necessities when they staud 10 newd. These are all the rewark
which the scripiures have atiechied 1o this oflice - 1st, A crown of glo
that fadeth not away, whou the Chiet Shepherd hunsell appears ; ap
2d, A double purtion of the esicem and livnour of the churchy whe
gives pasiors u double claim to have their wauis supplied, when throug
age, ifirmuty, ur any otlicr cause lncident to humanily, they are deprived
ot the meaus of ministering to ilieir owo vecessities. X

Having wade these reumarhs, to fix 1o the reader’s mind the essen
diflerence butwecn the apusiolic aud pustoral offices, and show the m¥
cessity of preserviug tis clear distincuun 1 the exaunnativn of pasiol
claims, we shall uow proceed 1o adduce the procfs sn supportof the p
positio, that it is the duty of pustors w suppurt thewsulves.  And

L. It is the duiy of pastors tv support themselves, because the sery
tures have no where ordained that they shoula iive by their office.
the potency of this argumnent, Lhe advucaies of the popular practice appe
w be sufficieully sensible, fiom thic care which they mauiiest in their ¢
fences, to substitule 1 the place of the GRDAINEL RIGHTS UL PASTORS, |
ORDAINED RIGHTS OF APOSTLLS. If the scriptures bave ordained pasto
to live by their office, then wuy do not the advocates of 1lis gt fous
thein claims upon tlus legitimmate fuaadaton 7 if the seriptares haves
su ordained, then why budd the clawus ol pasiors upou the ulegiun
foundation of aposiolic right?  This lack of scriplure w insiuute a
sanction pastoral claims s sull nore unaccuuntavle, when contrast
with the Divine procedure in every vihied istance wiicre support was 2
tended. When priests and Luvaes weie appunted to minsier abo
holy things, they had a divinely-ordaged nght w live ot the things off
temple and altar.  When Aposdus weie sent torilito ** teach ull nanons
they had such a provision ordawed theut, thut they * lacked nothing
When the poor in the Christian cliurch stoou 10 need of mamienance,
spucific ordinance was appointed to be ubserved weekly for their rele
[Jow unaccountable then, that when the pasioral office was nstituts
nut vge word was said 1especting its goong a tile to maintenance ?
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[l. We have not only a total want of a diviae estiiution of pastoral’
Amantenance on the one hand, but, vii the oilier, we have, inthe very first
Hrecurded tnstructivus given to pasiuis, the most pointed Lujunctions fur
hem to maintain thamselres by ticir own indusiry. Tuuly in that af-
Sfecung farewell clarze 1o the pustuis of the chuich of Eplicsus, afer
Sforewarning them of the intioducion o the popular proctice, tnhes thaw
Lto record how L had Leen with then at all seasous, saving, “1 lave
Scoveled no man’s silver, or pold, or apparcl, 3ea, ye yoursches
FAknow that these hands huve insicred tu my pecessiiies, aud to them

; ord Jesus, how he said, it is mmc Llessed tu gne 1han tu receive.”

cis xa. 33, 36, Cuuld laniuuge wore explicaly stablish onr propu-
Hition, that it 1s the duty of pasturs 1o suppurt U5 asclies ? Tle most
powerful reasuus, even those of a comiug apulacy. are here adduc.d
o enforce this duly.  The highest wntlunty, even that of Christ, is here
uoled to give wewht to thisoblization.  The wost ¢isinie rested cxample,
even that of Pau], is liere exlubiicd o enfuice this practice. Paul, in
:ommen with the other Apusiles, Lad an ordained 11ght to food and rai-
finent, and although Le laid aside us exreise, yet Le umformly asserted
this night as Lelonging to the Ajpostles of Chirst. Ior what purpuse
gthen, we ask, did Paul lay aside lus apostolic zight tv foud and raiment,
ud subject hinuself to su many hardslups and privations, in conscquence ?
,I‘he auswer which the Apustle Limself has furnished to this yuestion,
Rought to silence fur cyver the 1uost audacivus advocate of pastoral clainis.
e informs us that Le did so fur an ExaMPLL 1o the pasturs of the Eplie-
s:an church, and not oul) 1o d.cm, but to all \xh%.should f'ol!nw ufu r.

Fvetousness mukiug merchiandise of God's [;EOPIE. He foreszm tlmt lis
Jeaample would Le laid Lold ufy to give a colouring of scripture exanyple
2to the unhallowed truffic; and lie was careful, os himself informs us,
Ao ¢ cut off occasion fioir. theen that desired occasion,” and has caused
4his example to by recorded, as illustrative of the duty of pastors to supjost
Tthemsclves. (2 Cor. xi. 12.)

3 The only direct charge to pastors, in scriptare, is that given by the
2Apostle Peter, aud tercin the same duty is enforced; and, the same
Jdsinterested conduct enjo nud.  * The elders «which are among vou, [
fexhort, * * * ({cod ihe flock of God which is among you, lakmg
jthe oversight thereof, not by constraint, but wnllmg!y, not for filthy lucre,
gbut of a ready mind; neither as being lords over God's heritage, but
gbeing ensamples to the fluck.  And when the Chief Shepherd shall ap-
pear, ye shali receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.” Peter
v. 1, 4. We have Lore the sume self-denied conduct erjoined, the same
restriction iiposcd, ugainst making a gain of this office. If language
has any Meaning, these w ords, * rut by constraint, but willingly, not for
flthy 1 lucre, Lut of @ ready mind,” can never be rcconc1led with the as-
sumplion that the pasturas ofiice catitles te maintenance,  If pastoral
clums are scriplwial, the Apostle liss given a very unnecessary caution
indeed, for pastors not toaccept of this ofﬁce by constraint. Constraint !
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why, let the whole history of hireling teachuag testify, if ever suchy
advice was found eren once necessary.  Constrant! why, take tung
us ey really occur ; a young m i devoted to the ministry by his paremy
perhaps from lus birth, traured for the pastoral office, and put into it tu
a piece of bread, when the olject of lus longing desires is about to b
realized, he must be gravely cautioned NOT To ACCEIT OF THIS BY co:
scratnt !t Upon no principle of interpretation can these words of it
Apnstle be understoud, except that the duties of this office were to b
performed gratuitously, without fee or reward. Upoa this principie
they are not only inteliigible, but highly appropriaie. For example, 8
a vich man were found quahfied, and were chosen by the church to thaf
office, he nnght he nverse 10 aceept of it, from a consideration of h§
duties which it would devolve upon him, and 1he difficulties which magf
{requently attend their discharge.  While a poor man, similarly quahfieig
and chosen, might be influenced to accept office, from a considerann
of the expression of the esteem and honor of the church which it wouldg
secure him. The Apostle thus guards both clusses against the tempta
tions of their respecuve suuations ; the rich were not 19 accept office b
«constraint, but willingly 5 and the poor, not from any consideration o
the chastiun law in lns favour, not for filihy lucre, butof a ready mind. §
HI. A further proof. that it is the duty of pastors to support themselves§
may be drawn from the reproofs administered by the Apostles to thou
Jirst churches. who either recognised or submitted to the imposition o
thewr claims t» mainienance. Paul reproves the Corinthians, saying
 ye suffer if a raan bring you into bondage, if a man devour vou, if
anan fake of you, if a man exait himself,” &e. 2 Cor. xi.20. Thisde§
seription is as appliggble to the professors of the present day, as the ex§
ample which Paul adduced to counteract this condict, Is neglected B
< Did 1 make a gain of you by any of them whom | »cnt unto you'j
I desired 'Titus, and with hin | sent a brother; did Titus make a gain of§
vou by anv of them whom I seut unte you? \Walked we not in th
sume spirt 2 Waiked we not 1w the same steps ™ 2 Cor, xii. 17, 16
And again, to the Thessalonian church, he wriles, *now we commant}
you, brethren, iu the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw you.{
selves [rom every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tra.
dition which he received of us. For yourselves know how ye oughtta
follow us: for we behaved not ourselves disorderly among you ; neither
dut we eatany man’s bread for nought ; but wrought with labor and travail
amight and day, that we tmight not be chargeableto any of you; not becauss
we have not power,”” (as Aposties of Christ we have seen that they had
pover to forbear working, and accept food and raiment,) * not becaus
W@ bave not power, BUT TO MAKE OURSELVES AN ENSAMPLE FOR YOU T0
vortow us.  For even when we were with you, this we commanded
vou, that if axy would net work, neither should he eat. For we heat
that there are some who walk among you disorderly, working not atall,
but are busybodies. Now, thewm that are such, we command and exhort:
by onr Lord Jesns Christ, that with quictuess they work, and eat their
own bread. And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note.
that man, and have no company with him, that he may be ashemed.”
2 Thess aii. 6, 13, The supcme authorty by which this command 8
PR -
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lwg'wc-na-“ the Lord Jesus Christ ;* s universal obhigahou on * crery
| brother,” * any man ;" the exalted example by winch it is enforced—
i« Paul, Sylvanius, and Timotheus ;" the rea<onablencss of ihe thing
commended—* with quictness to uwrk and eat their own bread ;" the
recessity for the church withd-awing from the fellowship of such us
would not obey this precept, ate ull so exceedingly plam,-ihat, althuugh
there was not anothec dircction given in scripture oa the subject, no
Christian could be at a loss 10 aiscover the path of duiy.’

But this passage not only cstublishes the duty of pastars, as well as
other Christians, to mainiain themselves by their own dustry, but it
also prohibits churches from relieving their pastors from secular duties,
nader a pretence of devoung them wholly 1o the duties of their office.
1t1s a prevailing opinjon, even winh many who admit that the scrip-
tures have appointed no mainte nance to this office,.that nevertheless, If a
church feel disposed 10 employ vne or more ot us pustors wholly in the
lchurch’s service, and suppoit them for that purpose, that they are at
iperfect fiberty 1o do so. If chuiches have ihis Libarte, then the example:
of Paul, Sylvanius, and Timotheus 1s vot binding! ‘L hen all the labour
and travail which they endured, is of no use as ag example 10 pastors,
if churclies are at liberty 10 set aside 1he obligation of such example at
pleasure ! Then the command, * if any man would not work, neither
should he eat,” may be violated and disobeved merely because a church
feels disposed todo so!  When will professors eease to make void the
law of God thiough their traditions ? .

(Tv be Coatinurd y

Wit tue Woreo Wanrs.—We want s2ff governing men, for ithey
fonly can do that work, without which the earth must continue te groan n
bondage. Political institutions and hterary institations are of no avail.
$Sunding armies are straw, when arrayed against the excited passions of
3 free people.  ‘U'he Republics of South America have been ficlds of
ghlood, scenes of anarchy and despotism—a buriesque on the name of
dRepublics; and the 1eason is, they have no yeligion there. The brute
force of arms cannot now holc men, they must govern themselves. But
sthey can never govern themselves till they fear God and keep his com-
mdments, We cannotsave civil liberty even—to sayv nothing of giving
e gospel 1o every ereature under heaven without men~—men who were
srtured amid prayer, devoted to God and to the salvation of men from
Rherr infancy. We need whole generations of missionaries who shall
Sse up, clothed with salvation, and pour the streams of mercy, which
Blall flow from the throne of God, over all the earth.— Todd,

ROMAN CATHOLIC MIRACLES!?

Some Fifteen years since there stood a Convent under the shade of
Bunker Hill. 8o recreant had the sons of New England become to the
zeal, devotion and faithfulness of their Poritan fathers, that Romanisms
#2s making rapid strides over their gramite hills. Prelscy and priest-
raft were seeking an asylum among those who by their tyranny wers
Inven from the old world. Monuments of Romum=m became conspi-
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cunus inmans towns awd cines of the Pilgrim fathers s and on Moun
Bencdietin sight of Bortun were the walls of o Nunnery.  The repon,
" progress of tie, by <unie means got abrord that a female was heyl
within 1ts glooiny reccssi s nowinst hee inclinations.  Instead of calling iy
theiraid the law or the g rspel, the fiery sons of Charlestown, in opposition
to both law and gospel destroy ed the (tu tiem) obnoxious Bastile, ¢ Six-
months in a Convent,” hus been 1ead, we suppose by a large proportun
uf our readers. ‘I'he authur of it to her dving day atiested its truth.
We do not parpose, Lhowever, at present to write an essay either on Ro-
maaisiy or Mouut Bene dict Convent ; but merely introduce an extract o
<how how much cunfidence there is to be placed in traditions said to be
handed duwn from the futhers.  If in this day of steam printing presses,
and when intelligence is sent with lightning speed, dignitaries in the Ro-
mish church will attempt to palm upon the world such a wholesale fabri.
cation, what mightnot have becn donein the ** dark ages!” Indeed itis
fearful to contemplate what was done! And more melancholy the re-
flaction that so many are yet under the influence of ignorance and su-
perstition so gross.  But we deprecate physical force either in advancing
ruth or retarding the progress of error. Let truth havea fair field and
she asks no favors from her enemies.  To demolish any system of error,
we need only wen of God entirely devoted to the faith and practice of
primitive christianity. We need primitive christianity walking about
among us as it did when the disciples were of one heart and one soul;
and then we should see all false systems melting away like the mists be.
fore the morning sun! But to the miracle. Read and be astonished that
any man professing to believe in a God, to say nothing of a professed
teacher of truth, would dare to publish such a wholesale fabrication :—
W. W. E
Tue Miracrte or THE CuarRLEsTOWN ConvEnT.—The way in‘which
Papists deal with trath and miracle, has an exensplification in a letler
written from Boston to Furope, and published in the * Anpals of the
Propagation of the Faith.” The letter is signed by the Very Rev. Dt
Brasseur de Bourbourg, Vicar Geucral of Boston, and it must have been
published by mistake. For surely the writer egnnot have been so stult-
fied, as te suppose that he could meetit Lefore the Boston public withoul
a clash. The letter is long, and we can afford room only for ene ev.
tract, and that respecting the burning of the convent; which he says,
was done by the *“ Puritan populace led on by some fanatical ministers."
 In the middle of the tumult one of the fanatics had ascended on the
altar, T mention it in horror—with sacrilegious hand, he seized the
holy Ciborum, [the vessel containing the consecrated wafers, supposed
by the Pupists 10 be the real body of Christ] emptied the precious par
ticles into his pocket, and swelled with the satanic pride of Calvin, he
weat to an inn of Chiarlesiown. Surrounded by a throng who were eagerly
listening to Iiis sacrilegious cxploils, narrated in the presence of an Irish
Catholic who listened with profound awe—the fanatic recognised the
Irishman,  Suddenly he drew froms his packet several hosts, and in s
saeeriog tone, * Here,” seid he, exhibiing them, ®behold your God,
what need you go any more to seek him in the church?’ The lrish
man was mute with horror. The sacrilegious man then felt himsell
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scized with a call of nature; he went out. But a quarter of an hour—
a half hour elapsed—be returned not. A vague fear seized on the by
standers ; by a presentiment which they could not account for, they go
out and open the privy. The sacrilegious man lay there dead—dead by
the death of Arius.

“| canr.ot stale to you, Reverend Genldemen, the unutterable senu-
ment of teriar which then serzed upon tlis troop of Protestants. The
Irishman soon rusbed forward in lns turn, and, admering 1 lus heart the
woths of Divine Justice which so prompily smote the guiity, he cut the
pocket containing the sacred particles, and, leaving the other spectators
weighed down by the panic, which had, as 1t were, chained them round
the tainted corpse, he ran to the cathedral, where he tremblingly con-
signed to the Bishop the august deposit which he had just secured pos-
session of. :

“This extraordinary fact, which forms so striking an episode in the
listory of the burat convent, has been related to me hy several ocular
witnesses 3 some uf whom were Proiestants at this epoch, and have since
become Catholics.  Besides, it 1s known to the whole then existing po-
pulation of Charlestown and Boston, as well as severul other no less 1n-
teresting fucts of that epoeh, so httle known i Europe.” -

Here we koow not which to wonder at the most, the spint of false-
hood which could fubricate such a story, or the cool mmpudence which
could assert that it was known to all the people, who will now hear of
itfor the firsttme.  This wa specimen of * the signe and lying wonders,’
which are characterisuc of that * mystery of imquity.— Puritan.

[ror THE cHRISTIZN.]

THE PREACHER'S ADDRESS,
Altered from the celebrated War Ode of Burns.

Baints, who are by Jesus led, Since he diad onr souls to s2ve,

8ants, fur whom the davioat bled, Yes, hus life au ol 'ring gave,

Cume, behold, his gory bed, Who would fill a sinner’a grave?
And his victory. Dark with infumy

Now's the black and fearful hour, Who for Heaven's King and Law

See the clouds of darkness low'r, Faith’sbrightsword willstrongly devw 7

Sco approach fell Satan’s pow'r, Onward, to the glortous war! N
Btripes und agony Brethrencome with me

From destraction’s woes and pains, Lay the dread usurper low,

And from everlasting chains, Sutan 15 our deadly foe,

Jusus Jeain'd his dearest veins But as Chnst will gaide the blow,
That we might be free. We shall cong’rors be.

Some object to entwining the popular mirs of Ashdod, arcund the
songs of Zion : as they call them the Devil's wunes ; but properly speak-
ing there are no Devil's taues 3 fur the €vil is uad 1n the tune bug w the
use that is made of them. Aud I would here suggest a eonsiderauon, ©
those who are lovers of music, but aut lovers of God. That it 13 neces-
sury to change, if they would have their tasie graufied in the next world,
for although, there is music in Barth and Heaven, ihete 1snove n Hell !

But in reference to thuse, wha ubject to appropriating the best tunes
we can find, in whicli to sound the praises of Ged. \heir opposition

Vor. 1V .
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ariees from the influence of habitand education j but more enlurged and
ecorrect views are fast gaining ground, although the use of such tunes at
first appeared to jar upon both the ear and conscience of some who no
doubt were both honest and well-meaning. To illustrate the power of
habit, and the force of association, I relate the following occurrence.

A friend of mine was once in a Presbyterian congregation, in Ireland,
and when the Precentor commenced singing, he observed an old woman
to. rise up hastily, and leave the meeting house ; he immediately follow ed
ber, to ask the reason of her sudden departure. She replied, * They
are not singing sn evangelical tune : there are only twelve evangelical
tunes, and | believe the Apostles had a hand in making them.”

Your Brother, W. A. Steprens.
REMARKS
0N AX EFFORT OF * THB BBV. WM. SOMERVILLE, A. M."” TO PROVE INFAMNT
RANTISM.

Tms gentleman, of Cornwallis, N. S., is on a visit to our city. His
eourage and zeal in defence of infant rantism, 1n this pusillanimous age,
are worthy of notice.  His talent and skill in the management of an ar-
gument, employel in the cause of truth and righteousness, would place
him among the useful men of the present day. But, alas, his apparent
determination to sustain infant church membership at all bhazards, or
his entire confidence in the cause which he has so zealously espoused,
ninkes him exceedingly reckless in his assertions. He is the only pedo
baptist which we have heard for some time, who has the requisite con.
fidence in himself and his system to court investigation; but the high
opinion which he appears to have of his own standing as a clergyman
and as a dispotant, has hitherto, so far as we are informed, forbidden his
engaging in controversy with any one lower than a Doctor of Divinity,
a Principal, or Professor, in some Baptist college. He refused to debate
cither the aotion or subject of baptism with Elder Howard ; but expressed
his entire willingness to meet Doctors Crawley or Pryor ! 1Itis a souce
of regre: that some of the Baptist dignitaries do not gratify him with an
opportunity of displaying his skill as a logician in defence of this relict
of the Apostacy! We feel no disposition however to chide the leading
men among the Baptisis for refusing to engage in a controversy with Mr.
8., for of all the savage, bitter, sarcastic productions that have fallen in
our way for years, ihe letters addressed by him to Mr. Pryor cap the
climax. If he possess the ability to pour out as much more gall and
wormwood in a protracted discussion as he has in that little pamphlet,
we blame no one for avoiding a discussion with him! For oursell
we have much more confidence in the believer’s immersion as the one
only baptism, than we have in our ability to defend any question ina
a public oral disputatian, and hence we should be very willing to avoid
a debate witl a man that can be so very severe in invective, until the
gause of truth imperatively demand our services. We do really hope,
however, that Mr. S. mag yet succeed in calling outsome of the learaed
men among the Baptists, that he may have a fitting opportunity to de-
Jiver himself, not only of what he hias'to say on the probability of infant

\
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rantistm, but alsd of his many cogitations of the awful tendency of bap-
ust principles, which seemn 1w be struggling within g soul for utterance.

Why such belligerant {eelings should be possessed by Mr. S. wowards
theBaptrsts of N. S, is hard todivine.  Intlus erty there are Baptists and
Presbyterians of almost every kind. The regular Baptists and the ru.’
gular Presbyterians appear to bo on very facendly terms—hold union
meetings, apd in maoy other ways co-operate 1n the spread of what
they call evangelical christmnny.  Jndeed thero appears to be u much
better feeling amony the Buptists towards the Fresbyterians than toward
us, or, even the Free Chrisuan Bapusts. Ao individual who heard one
of Mr. S's. addresses in the city, informed us thut he had rewmarked that
though there wero several divisions among the Presbyterians, yet they
ull agreed on the subject of infant baptism. But were it not for the
annual visit made by Mr. S. to Saiat John, we would not learn {rom one
vear (0 another that a set effort was mude by any one of the Pedu
churches to defend its peculiarties in contrast with the Baptists. Someé

“one has presumed to suggest ng a cause of Mr. S's, hostility, that the
Baptists on his cireuit, in’ N. 8., are mors zealous and successful in
making practical converts to immersion than he can find even of infams
tosprinkle !  But we presume not to assert that this report has any good
foundation ; we are only informed that in Cornwallis and Horton, the
Baptists have had a great wgathering of their sons and daughters, o
their own profession of attachment to Jesus Chnst.  This state of things
surrounding a man of the consciors ability and self-estcem of Mr. So-
merville, is sufficieat to call into full play all his intellectual powers, 1o

: undermine those whom he seems to esteom his enemies, and far below

! him in moral and meotal capabihties, and to make him more zealous 10
build wp the cause of infunt church memibership.

But he ought before this time to huve learned that so long as the Bap-
tists can hold their own, and make occasional inroads upon those who
were samts when they came info existence, hut have apostatized frogn
the chareh of their fathers—into which they were horn without their
knowledge ar consent—they will nsk nottung in a pubhic discussion
with a preacher whose denomination has little to lose, but every, thing
towin!

he Baptists, nevertheless, in our opimon, ought to discuss the ¢ sub-
jeet” and ** mode” of bapusm with Mr. 8., for a large proportion of the
Presbyterians think the Baptists enther want coufidence in themselves or
their cause 1o meet Me. S, Under these eireumdtances duty calls for
courage. : !

It ought, perhaps, to have been stated, in the first of this article, for
the information of some of ouvr- readers, that Mr. §. is denominated &
Reformed Presbyterian. They will, however, understand him, denany-
natlonally, better by the coguormen of Covenanter. The latier name
we highly venerate for the interesting reflectiona which it calls up of the
duvotion, firmness, and valor that cluster around s onginal devoiees.
Although we recoil at the thonght of defending the Christan Rehgion by
the sword ; yet when we read of the sacrifices mude by theancieat Covee
nantess of Scotland—their persevering efforis {or conscience sake-—aun.
their zezlous oppatitton to the Liungy book of the chuseh ot England
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we cannot but touch lightly on their resort to avms afier suffering the
loss of all things. Indeed we would honor their memories, and charge
rather on the ruthless myrmidions of Charles, this too strong temptauon
to the violation of the Saviour’s precept—** resist not the injurious,” ru.
ther than upon these suffering non-conformists. But then to see and hear
one of the favored sons of these old Covenanters zeglously defending
mfant rantism, the practice of which has done inore tewards weakening
Protestantism, and keeping in existence Romanism, than any one prac-
tice now prevailing among the evangelical sects, makes one feel sich mt
heart, and ready to despair of ever seeing the * man of sin™ receive his
mortal blow.

Having a meeting Lord’s day evening, we had not an opportunity of
hearing Mr. S'. first set effort to prove, from the Oracles of God, infan
baptism.  We have heard something of bis disceurse, and of the manner
in which he endeavored to make out his cause. From two very aticntive
hearers, well-read in the whole controversy, we heard that on citing the
case of the Jailor’s household as a proof of infant baptism, and that the
tamily was baptized on the faith of its head ; he neither rcad nor com.
mented on the fact, stated most explicitly by the sacred historian, that
the Jailor * rejoiced believing in God with all his houselold I We
presume not however to review & discourse which we neither hear nor
read.

On Tuesday evening, we heard the gentleman for ourselves ; and we
did anticipate an opportunity of requesting the privilege of making a few
remarks, as we heard that he had thrown out a hint that he would en.
deavor to answer any questions that persons of * piety and discretion”
might propound to him. But he get so earnestly engaged in the defence
of his favorite views, that he kept us in a full half hour after the usuel
time of dismissing meetings before he concluded his discourse ! Ou
position in the house was uniavorable for a hearing, several around were
asleep, and he had granted only the privilege of asking questions, whet
we desired to show the manner in which be covered up and perverted
the truth, that we let the opportunity pass without asking the privilege
of speaking.

For a text, he took Malachi ii. 15. * And did he not make one?
Yet had he the residue of the spirit. And wherefore one ? That he
might seek a godly seed. Therefore take heed to your spirit, and lel
none deal treacherously against the wife of his youth.” This of cours:
was coupled with 1 Cor. vii. 14. For the unbelieving husband is sanc
tified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanciified by the husband;
else were your children unclean, but now are they holy.” On this lat
text he remarked, for the benefit of the mere English scholar, that the
word rendered ** holy™ is from the same original word from which we
have *“szint.” lence to give o uniform rendering of the word, and
ene warranted by the original, the lutter partof the passage would read
 else were children unclean, but now are they sairts ! I*  As theugh
startled by the grossness of the eonclusions to which it was evident the
mass of his hearers would come, he passed on to another point wilt
-scarcely zn additional remark; although from: his text and this intro-
dustfon, we anticipated an effort to prove that saints were made not by
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a reception of the * will of God,” or by the regencrating influence of his
spinit, but by natural generation, provided only that one of the parents
was a believer. And, indeed, through a labored eflort of nearly two
hours, he dropped not a hint to rehieve the mind of this impression!
Canit be possible that he ever read Johm1. 12, 13. “To as many s
receved him, believing on his name. to them gave he power [right or
privilege] to become the sons of God ; who was born not of Mood, nor
of the witl of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God?”® Did he
ever lose sight of hus doctrine, of the total depraved tnfant, born a saint,
long enough to read the words of Jesus, (Johniii. 6 ) * That which s
born of flesh, is flesh; and that which is born of the spirit, is spirit 3"
And is it possible he can use his fine discrimmating powersund prostitute
alt his acquisitions to teach that believers propagate sainfs contrary to
the express words of the Divine Redeemer, and the whole tenorof God's
holy oracles!! A man as well read as Mr. S., must bave known that
one of the best Presbyterian biblical crities [Dr. George Campbell] that
Scotland has ever produced, has shown clearly and unanswerably that
the word here rendered hofy—which Mr. S. would translate saint—~has
no such meaning (necessarily) attached to 1t! His words are, * {n re-
gard to the word hagios, 1 acknowledge that 1t does not scem lo me to
hiave had oniginally any relation to character and morals.”” Among
other passages quoted by Dr. C. to illustrate his views of the meaning of
this word, is this very passage under consideration.

In relation to Mr. Somerviile’s evident designn quoting 1 Cor. vii. 14,
we have a passing remark. He left the nopression on our mind, and
we presume on that of all his attentive hearers, that he considered this
text so obviously 1n faver of the sanctitication of nfants for the ordinance
of baptism in consequence of the parents’ fanh, that he did not deem
farther detailed comments necessary ! But, so far, is this celebrated text
from being a proof of this tradition, we shatl * show that it is decidedly
ogatnst infant baptusm!”  Indeed we do not now remember one argu-
ment, or a single passage of scripture, on which Pedo Baptists rely for
proof of this dogma, if clearly understood, or carried to its legitimate
issue which would not go agrinst it. But to the irue meaning of ICor.

| vii. 14, ** We think that it may be made evident to all intelligent and

candid persons, from this’ passage, that infant membership was never
thought of during the apostolic age. Itis a wonder that Baptists bave
ot understood it more generally, and made more use of it 1n all their
discussions of this question. Most commentators and learned men, have,
in their dissertations on this passage, wholly mistaken the most promi-
neat point in it, which would have decided the whole matter. They
have supposed that Paul here, to illustrate his meaning of holy and elean,
and their contraries, unsenctified and unclean, referred to the children
of persons intermarned with unbelievers. and not to the children of the
whole church. In one word, they make Paul say, ‘else wevre their
children unclean,’ instead of ¢ else were your children unclean,” but
now are they holy. This mistake most evidently led them astray.

¥ The case is this—a question arose, 1n Corinth, whuther persou sip-
termarried, one party a chrisuan, the other a pagan, ought to continue
as husband and wife, and st} Jive together. It was ‘referred to Paul.
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Ho tahes up the mattci, und using the words clean, sanctificd oud unclean
in the carrent ceclesiastic and Jewish sense, affirms that ¢ The unbe.
lieving w:lo is sauctified o the believing husband, and the unbelieving
husbnind to the belicving wife: otherwise your children were uncleun,
but now are they haly.”™  As our foud is said by Paul,t0 be * sanctified
by thd word of God and ptayer,” so he uses the word here, not 1o de-
note real holiness, but that kind of lawfulness or holiness in the use of
present things, authorizing such use of them, and an intimate civil con-
nexion with them. It i not, then, legitimacy of wives, hushunds, and
their children ; but whether believing and unbehicving parties might, ac-
cording to the law of Chnisty conunue together. Puul’s response is
briefly tiis. They oy live togetlier, they are sauctfic dor clean persons,
asto one anoth.r in this relavon. I ¢ ou may nut do so, you must put
away your children alsa, for all your children stand 10 you. us do those
wabelieving, unholy persons. If you must reject your uachristian, un.
prufessing husbands aud wives, you must, for the same reason, reject al
your unprulessing, unbelieving children. Dues not this passage, thus,
conclusively prove that infant meaibership and infant baptism Lad never
occurred to ai. in Corinth ? for in that case Paul’s proof would bave
been tahen fr .a him by vue remark, such as—No, Puul, e may retain
our childrci, for they have been baptized, and are not at all like our un-
haptized, and unsarcuficd wives und husbauds.  We, therefore, contend
that in 1 Cor. vin 11, we Fave, at length, jound a clear and invincib'e
cvidence that infunt ~and uficauon, or dedication, or affusion, or immer.
sion, or Laptism, Lad never entered the mand of Jew or Gentile, that all
the clildicn of the ticmbers of the church ut Cor nth, s*ood in the same
«cclesinstic relation to tle church, as Mid the unlelicying, unsanctified,
unhaptized fathers and mothers.  Paul docs, most undisputably, place
all the infur t chldren in the church in a stute of such cleanness us un
believing parents occupy towards believers. ‘This passage, when
correctly understodd, will go furher than a thousand lectures to displace
thns superstitious usage from the church.

* The usual argument frum this passage is, indeed, a good one : That
if the relative holiness of the child gives ita right 1o baptismn, then the
relative holine-s of the unbelicving father 2.d mother, would also give
them a right to 1his ordinance. But th's is an argument designed not.
for the question, but for the party. ‘

“T'o recapitulate this argument,let it be observed that the main ques-
tiorr turns upon your chillven, aud their, \lie parties’ children. ‘That
the children of all the inembers of the cliurch in Corinth, stood in the
same relation to the chiich os did their unbelieving parents, and thatif
it would be lawful to bap.ize the children on the faith of one of the pa-
rents, becauge of being sanctified to their parents; then it would be
equally right to baptize the unhclievimg party on the faith of the other,
or becqause sanctified in, to, or by the other.”

if Mr. S. should ever deign to uotice thewe remarks upon his discourse,
we hope he will do his best to set aside this exposition of his favorite
text; fur we regard it as a demoustrativu, that infaut membei‘sfxip was
upheard of in the apostolic age.

‘Therm is enty gne other point in Mr. 8§, recoyd disconrse that wh
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shall have time or reumn to notice at present, aud that 18 a romark of tus
in reference to the celebrated Juhn Bunyan, the uuthor ot * Pilgrun's
Progress,” the “ Holy War," etc. He spoke highly of the wlent and
piety of Bunyan. ‘This was rather surprising, for, 1f we understood Mr.
§'s. views of the *“ mode™ of baptism (it is now, near two years since
we read his pamphlet), he contends that iinmersion 15 not a scriptural
mode ; and wlso ihat the bapusm, for which he contends, 15 necessary mn
order to regeneration. How he can reconcile thess views with the
picty and inspiration of tie celebrated Bedtord tnker, 1s not a tle
surprising.

But to the use he made of Bunyan, He said he had ofien been sur-
prised at one incident in the * Piignm’s Progress.” Afier Bunyan hud
given an account of Christian’s journey from the city of destruction to
the celestial hill, he gives a history of the pilgrimage of Chrisuiana, and
her children (Christian’s family), and a young woman, a neighbor of
Christiana, named Mercy. But we will give the acrount  Bunyan’s
own words : * Wherefore, methought, 1 saw Christiage, and Merey, and
the boys, go all of them up to the gate; to which when they were come,
they betook themselves to a short debate about kow they must manage
their calling at the gate, and what should be said unto him that did open
to thein.  So it was concluded, since Christiana was the eldest, that she
should knock ; and as her pour husband did, she knocked and kiocked
again.”  [After all had hven much terrified by the barking of a dog.]
“The keeper of the gate svid, Who 1s there? and what 1s it that you
would have ¢ Christiana answered, we are come from whence Chr:s.
tian did come, and upon the same errand as he, to-wit, to be, if it shall
please you, graciously admitted by this gate, into the way that leads o
the celestial city. 1 ain Christiana, once the wife of Christian, that now
is gotterr above.  With that the hceper of the gate did marvel, saying,
What! is she now become a pilgmn, that, but awinle ago, abhorred that
life? 'Then she buwed her head, and sad yes; and so are these my
sweet babes alsn. Then he took her by the hand and led her in, and
said also, © Suffer little children to come unto me;* and with that he shut
the gate. Now, all this while, poor Mercy did stand without trembiing
and crying, for fear she was rejected. But when Chrisuana had got
admittance for herself and her boys, then she began to make intercession
for Mercy. Now Merey began 1o be very impatient, and each minute
was as long to her as an hour ; wherefore she prevenied Chnistiara from
a fuller intercading for her, by knocking at the gate herself, &e.” At
last Mercy gained admission in a manner similar to Christiana.

"The pointia the nareatve that surprised Mr. 8. was that 2 Baptist, as
Bunyan was, could repiesent Christiana’s children as admitted on her
faith and intercession. 'This appears evident to bim from the fact that
Mercy not being of her family, had to interceds for herself! [Whethee
Bunyan considered the entering through the ¢ wicket gate,” becoming
a member of the church, we know not; for he represents Christiun a3
passing in with @ great burden upon his back! lndeed Chrishan run
quite a long race on the * straight and parvow road,” and received
much instruction at the * interpretsr’s house™ bLefoye he found the erogs
and the sepulchre for his sist?  Dui then we nro -nnt apologist. tor

L3
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eather Bunyan or those who differ from him, aud we wust therefore leave
thess difficulties for those who are better skilled in resolving enigmas,
and visions, and dark seyings!] To return. The on'v way that Mr,
S. could account for such a peculiarity in the production of a Baptust,
was that the above account was not given as a Baplist, but that he must
at that time have becn writing under the direction of the spiritof Gud,
** who put words in his mouth and thoughts in his heart!!” Wo wrole
this last sentence as he uttered it.

This is certninly a summary way of setiling the controversy. I
** Anabaptists” are occasionally inspned whonwriting Religious Novels,
then cortainly may those who are buru saints, and receive the true bap-
tisin, be constantly tuspired when wiiting i defence of a ducirine of as
much moment to every Pmdo Bapust as that of infaut church member-
ship. Thata Protestaut, mnore especially a Coyenanter, should represent
any man since the Apostles, as under the inspiration of the Spirit, when
writing on any subject is manvellous; but that God should specinlly
guide any man in the produciion of a Novel like the ¢ Pilgrim™s Pro.
gress,” is too tauch for any one to receive who glories in saying * the
Bible, and the Bible only, is the religion of Prolestants!I”  We have a
few questions for Mr. S., ur {or any otheradvocate of infant rantism. It
has been reported to us, that he hias so Lugh an opinion of his powers as
a logician that he can argue cither side of any great morul and religious
question. He certainly knows what is expecred af the man who takes
the affirmative of a questiou; and yet he very frankly confessed that ke
could not refer to onc instance of the baptism of an infant !}

1. Will Mr. 8. juform us, and the public, as a logician, how many
probabilities a..1 inferences it takes to prove tle gffirmative of a pro-
position ? .

2. As a Presbyterian will he let us know, how he reconciles his ol-
ligation to teuch according to the cunfi ssitn of faith, which says  Bap-
tism 18 an ordinance of the New ‘lestament,” with the assertion tha
baptism * is a divinely instituted rile of the former dispensation

3. To be consistent with the advocacy of infant saintship, and the
church membership of uuconscious Labes, liow can he object to thei
receiving the Lord’s supper with him? By excluding them from this
ordinunce, Joos hie uat shut the kingdown of heaven against them equally
with the Baptists, who refuse thew baptism 2 ’ W. W. E.

POSITION IN PRAYER—A Query.

Brotusr Earox.—Will yoube so kind as to inform a constant realcr
of yuur isterosing montlily peric fical, what the customs of the ancient
disciples were, in regarnd to the particular positon of their body, at the
ume of offering up prayer, when assembled for the worship of God?
That s, was it a custom for thewn during the Lme of prayer, 10 sit, kuee!
oestapd? Lo particularly anaivus for youto give me all the infor-
mation you possibly can npon this subject.  In thic Actsof the Apostles,
ax. 36, | read that Paul heeeled duwa and prayed with them all. i
iny opunion that it 1s the preacher’s- duly tv kneel yhen offering up
prayer to God for the congigativu. I have recently Leen inforawd that
118 the practice of sutRe cougr galicLs piofecling to adhere 1o the “an
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c.ent order of things” fur the preacher 1o siand while he 18 praying, sod
the congregation to sit !

Tlis custom of stuncing and suting 10 the ume of prayer io the house
of Gud, and that oo iu the time of woersbip, and on the Loid’s day, ap-
prars to nie, to e a strange mode of worship, and wmore cspecually so
among cougregations of the foiluwers of Jesus Christ, professing a de~
tuiuution to retura to the *¢ ancient order of things.”

Coxpoxo.
RELPY,

Brotuer C.—What means have we of information that you do net
jossess 2 Wlhy ask us what pesition you should occupy while engaged
w prayer? I presume that this query is rather to call attention 1o what
the Bible says, ruther then to get our judgment ip the case,  This bemg
the motive, itis all right. Let us avoid making conductors of Pertodi-
cals, or aur Elders and Bishops oracles. Should we do so, we will
build again what we have been trying to destroy. We ought 1o obey
thuse who have the rule uver us, while they rule in the fear of the Lord.
and according 10 his word ; but we must remember thut there s nesther
a law making nora law explaining power 1 the church. Jesus Christ
is the one lawgiver, and the teaching and practce of 1he Apostles and
the first congregations are the law interpreting power.  We must com-
pare spiritual things with spiritual, to understand his word.  There can
then be but one other power in any rational governmeut, and that 1s an
sxecutive—a pouner 1o see the laws are obeyed. Tor this purpese every
cougregation ought to have a competentbody of overscers possessing the
gualifications orduined hy the Apostle Paul. {1 1im. in. and Titus 1)
Lonductos of religious papers are useful v exchange thoughts and re-
flections, and to wid each other in oblaining veligious knowledge. If in
tlis way we can be useful, it will give us pleasure to hear and attend 10
tlie queries and suggestions of the trotherhood, and of ail our readers,

Now for the question ; should we sit, stand, kueel, or prostrate our-
selves when we speak to Ged 7 Wedo nut now call to mind an express
precept prescribing any parlicular posture 1 prayer. 'T'ne example of
the Saviour and the primitive saints should be caiefully noticed, and as
far as possible, imitated by us. We should 1ise superior 10 even estab-
lished usages, when they do not exhibit proper reverence for God and
his institutions. The practice of sitting while the Lord Alnnghty 1s
being addressed, is most shocking to our own vencrauon, The Psalmist
says, * O let us worship and bow down, let us kneel hefore the Lord,
our Maker.,” TPauiarchs and Prophets, and men distnguished for hol-
1ess, not only kneeled but prostrated themselves with their faces towards
the caith, when they called upon God! Witness the records we haveof.
Moses and Aaron, Elijain, Elisha, Jeremiah, Daniel, aud others. Even
tke great King Sclomeon in the presence of all Israel—siand:ng —kneeled
before God when he offered his supplications 10 the Lord at the dedica-
tior of the temple. And in the Garden of Gethsemane, a greater than
Solomon, prostraied himseif when pleading with his Father. Paul
says, | bow my knee to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
And, as you have well observed, we have several accounts of Paul’s
aneeling down, even 1n the open ir, on the sea shore, and in the suburbs
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of a city, and calling upoa the Lord, A careful cxaminution of these
cases wust call up many othars, that would suggest the necessity of
Lowing the kuce when we presmne to supplicate lavars from our Heu-
veuly Father. lndeed, the instance does pot now oceur to us, when
any patriarch, prophet, or apostle, ever offered 4 set prayer to God,
cither standing or sitting!  Too many of us arc in the daily habit of
taking our seuts at table previous tu giving thanks, aud some disciples
sit even at the Lord’s tuble while thanks ure buing given for a Saviour’s
luye, and the monumental luaf and cup; but it is tv be hoped that such
apparent indifference 15 owing moie t thoughdessness, than to & reul
want of reverence for the great author of our being.

\When the Lo.d fed the thousands ou a few loaves and fishes, he com-
anded them to sit.  The impression made on the miad by these acconnts,
. is, that he stood aud gave thauks, and then bioke aud passed the broken
food to the multitude. Fram ths, it is presumed, thatthe practice of
sitting at table bufore giving thanks has become so conimon.  As tothe
position at the Lord’s tuble, much, we presume, depends on customs
which prevail at ordinary meals. The probability is that the Saviour
and the Apostles reclined ; but Israel, in peimitive times, ate the pass-
overstanding. Why this eustuin slivuld Lave ziven place to that of re-
clining at full length, we are nut infunned.  Oa the whole, from an ate
tentive peiusal of the word of the Lord, and from that which is comely
and best calculated to express the emotious of a soul under the infly-
ence of the guspel of Gud’s gruer, wu conclude that during the offering
of public and sucial prayer, uot ouly the brother who calls audibly on
God, but all who unite with him wenally should, i possible, bow their
knees before God. At the Lord’s table, and at our ordinary repasts,
standing reverenily Lefore God, with the eye closcd, that nothing may
gurn off the attention from the vljret of worship. appears to us the most
fitihg to express adpration, gratitude, and thushegiving  And we would
also, in this place suggest the propricly of having the mind so occupied,
while thaoksgiving and supplication ace Leing preseuted to the Lord,
that every one may from the heart und understanding respond AMEN.

‘These general, and desultury rer wrks are made more for the purpose
of inducing a carcful and thorough invesngation of the subjec'—that all
may acl from a canviclion of Gud’s will—than fur the purpose of set-
thing the question. Let us all renember that we arc not our awn, we
are bought with a price, and weshould glorify, God with vur bodies and
qur spirits which are his.

TFraternally your's, w. w. E
Milton, Indiana, April 1th, 1848,

BerLovep Broraer Esron : —Your kind letter of March 241h, came
to hand lust night, and | am now scated, though presscd with business,
to try to comply with vour kind iavitation, in preparing a few thoughts
for your valuable pamphlet, styled *The Christian.™  And, in the first
place, allow me to express my hiearty concurrence with you, in the pro-
priety and utility of such a fricadly correspondeuce as that suggested
by yourscife  Of all wnen in this world of sin, the brethren engaged in
the pull shing department, in defence of the Huly Bible, ought to eshi-
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bit to the world the most complete harmony of gpirit, and ruilormity of
action. We ought to shew forth a pure systemof eo-operation, and thus
prove by our conduct, that the great ubject with us all 15, the evhghten-
ment, cultivation, and elevation of vur race, that ve'may thus Le wstru-
mental in delivering man from the munacles of sin and death, and 1hus
quahify him for the glorious hiberty of the cluldren of God. What
God-hke culling! How hiLh and heavenly shoaid be the munds of men
cugaged in such a holy co-operation with the grace of God.

One selfish, jealous, purtizan spirit, who has worked hns way into pub-
lic notice, and obtained un extensive circle of admners, ina few months
can sow the seeds of death so plentifuily, in the publishing deparunent,
that many good men, in many years, muy not be able to subduc the nox-
ious weeds which will spring up from such seed.  And, rou hnow,
that yyeeds, briars and thortis will frequenily grow more rupnily without
any cultivation, than the precious gram w ticit wall supporthfe, will, when:
cultivated. | believe the same s true of ahmost every evil. lu thus ar-
rangement, it appears 1o he in the power ol one enemy to God to dor
more evil than many goud men can do good. Ure bud boy, who will
tura from the weeds and grass, and commence cutting down the con,
can do more harm thap fifty good boys can bulance i domg good. In
the same way, an editor who will do any thing to nurture and cultivaie
a selfish, envious and partizan spint, can do more hatm than several
good men can do good.

How many of vur pu’ lications will be an honor to us in the day of
judgdment is a question that will not be decided tiil that wost wonderful
ef all days; but oue thing, it appears to me, ought 1o Le obvivus to all,
and that is, that editurs of religious papers, should shew as much cour-
tesy and brotherly love for each other, and ss much of a desire for the
success of each other as minisiers of the gospel should shew towards
cach other.  And it is manifest to all that no nnuister of the word is pos-
sessed of the spirit of our Master, who exults over the, downfell of his
brother proclaiacr.  Nor can any cditor Le possessed of the spirit of
Christ, who would exultinthe fa L of a brother ediior; but on the vther
hand, we should certainly do gvery thing in vur power 10 encourage each
uther onward, And I can see no belter way to do tius, thun that sug.
gested in your lefter, viz., 10 write for each other’s publications.

Not to pritract remarks of this kind, I will proceed to notice some of
the retarding influcnces with which the gospel las to comtend. . The
Apostle Peter says, to the “elect according to the foreknowledge of
God.” ' Seeing that ye have purified yourselves in obeying the truth
through the spint unto unfeigned love of the brethven, see that ye love
oae another with a pure heart fervently ; being born aguig, not of cor-
raptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God which hveth and
ubideth forever.” 1 Peter i. 22, 28. According 1o Uus passage, the
word of Gud is the incorruptible seed, which liveth and alndeth forever.
TLis is the same word or seed which our Saviour says, * 1s sPIRIT and
life” Seed of any kind, cannot be better than unadulecrated, living,
spirit and life,

Now, in all kindness, I should like to hear some man shew the con-
s stency , i an} ong who claims to be called and sent of God 10 preact:



124 THE CURISTIAN.

or 10 50w thae good seed, but who m the place of “sowing it, tries to per-
suade the people that 3t s dead and powerless ! What fruit can such
sisirumentaluy produce 2 Suppuse a farwer should go o a good field
with a quantity of good seed, and m he place of sowing it bounufully,
lie contends that nt is dead. What kind of a crop could he expéci?
Now, [ am willing to adnnt; that if the sower would sow the seed, 1t
would grow, if he should contend that 1l was dead ; but those spiritual
sowers who believe the divine seed is dead, do not sow jt atall ; but spend
their time in trying to make every body else believe as they do. Al
such preaching as this is calculated tc diminish 1he importance of reading
the scripture, and preaching of the guspel—the sowing of tie unadulte.
raled sced—the word of God. Who will take any interest in reading
the scriptare, or promulgaung it to the world, believing all the time that
it is a dead letter 7 But what is worst of all, is that such preaching
contradicts the scriptare.  While the Lord says his word * is spirit and
{ife,” such teuclung saysitis dead ! Whle the Apostle says, ** it lives
and abides forever,” they say, it does not live.

Those who become imbued with the spirit of this kind of. teaching,
almost imperceptibly are led into a class of exprossions directly calcu-
lated to neutralize the influence of the word of God. They call it the
 mere word,” the * bare word,” a ** dead letter,” &e. &c., inthe place
of calling it the * power of God unto every one that believes,” and saying
that ¢ it is able to make thee wise unto salvation,” as Paul did. But «f
you will approach such a teacher, and tell him that his word 1s his mere
word, s bare word, & , he will feel himself insulied ; yet he thinks it
no insult thus to speak of the word of the Almughty Jehovah !

Those who profess to be autherized 1 sow this good seed are nut con-
tented with finding fault with the word of God, in asserting that it s a
dead letter, but they have demonstrated that they believe what they
say, by that which speaks louder than words—iheir actions. it would
be inconsistent to say the word of God is a deud letter, and then use it
for an all-sufficient rule of fiith and practice for the church. Hence
they have set it aside as a creed, and hLave made other creeds for the
government of their churches which are not dead letters, but wughy
through the clergy even to the opposing of the wurd of Gud.

There is one tlung however, in this, that 1 never could sce through.

hiey always tell us that thdy can prove these other creeds by seripiare.
If thig is so, I cannot see wherein that which can be proved by a dead
letter can be any better than the dead letter utself! M the proof of
creeds is dead, powerless, and wanting in force, whence do they derive
their power ? -

These to whom [ have referred, allow that the mere evidence of the
mere word of God thata wan has the forgiveness of sins, is quite insuf-
ficient ; but when we nall in question the law fulness of their creeds, they
exclaim with great confidence, we can prove them by the word of God.
Thus, with them, the word of God 1s no evidence inone case, und the
best of evidence in another ! <

It is not only the case that some teacliers of religion find fanlt with
the scerd God has commanded to be sown in all the world, but they find
Zeult witl the soil in which God has comymunded it to be sown, The
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Lord however, admu$&hat thero are six qualnies of soil.  Three of these
qualities produce nothing. The ground by the way side, the stony
ground, and the thorny ground, proved entirely fiuitless. 'The fault
was not 1n the sced, but iy the soil. But the Leord did not make all tho
soil, way side, stony and thorny, else there would be some propriety in
saying the human race are totally depraved. [He spoke cf some good
ground, and of this he has three classes, some of which yields thirty
fold, some sixty and some an hundred.

Secctariun gospel or seed then, is dead, and the soil, the hearts of the-
peeple, totally corrupt, ali weuside, stony or thorny ground, that will
not produce any thing. I deud seed aud such soit ay this shauld ever
produce any good fruit, 1t will be by some process not vel discovered 1
the kingdom of nature or of grace.

But by sowing the liviog seed—the word of God, unadulterated, in
good ground, a good aud honest hieart, that understands aud obeys it
thus purifying the soul n obeying the truth, it wil pruduce fruit ubun-
dantly to the honor and glory of God.

Your felfow-laborer, m Christ, ‘
Buxsasmin Frawxuiv.

FRATERNAL €O.0PERATION OF EDITORS.

Durine the three or four years, ir which we have liad the controul of
a publication, the semblance of a rupiure, or even of 1ll-feeling between
us and those engaged in the same cause has existed neither in form nor
n faet:  To perpetuate this state of things, we most hearnly respond to
a proposs! made by brother Hall of the *“ Gospel Proclamation,” which
18, that conductors of all publicauons devoied to the restoration of the
ancient order of things, in the course of the year, write for cach ether’s
periodicals. We will take the liberty toudd to the resolution, that the
subjects on which each one shall wrue, wiil be that which, he thinks,
most needed by the readeis of the work for which he'writes; and, also-
that the article shall be written expressly for the paper to whichit is
uddressed. Whether any agree to tinsamendment or aot, is & matter of
Lo great consequence tous.  If all the brethren will go for the original
resolutios; in some form or other, we shall be satisfied.  Without arguing
the great benefils that would result to the brotherhood and to the cause,
generally, from such a co-operation, we purpose, the Lord willing, ma-
mfesting our good will by 1endering to each of our brother editors a short
article, inmanuscript, and shall confidently anticipate an early response.
They, no doubt, who find ime 10 glance at our pages, often see the ne-
cessity of other themes being spread before our readers, which through
ignorance or inattention we neglect. They will please fill the vacaney.
Haviag occasion, recently, to write to brother Benjamir Franklin, of the
* Western Reformer,” we called up brother Hall’s proposal, and, as our
readers will see, he has at once complied with aur request by furnishing
our readers an interesting article.

A brother greatly beloved by all who know him, either personally, or
by reputation, E. &. Smith, of Kentucky, calls for a convention of editors
to meet at Bethany, or some other central point, * to consult treely as to
whatcourse, we allcan agree in pursuing,” in order we presume, to presens.
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a more clicient frunt against error, and in ‘ﬁénce of the Apostulic
Gospely and the wholt truth asitis in Jesus,  We nowy bavethe * Gunius
of Christiauity,” the * Millennial Harbinger,” *¢ Christian luntelligencer,”
* Gospel Proclamation,” * Prutestant Uniovist,” “ Western Reformer,"
and * Christian Record,” which we receive ; and then we hear of the
¢ Messenyger und Advocate,” * Christian Magazine,” * Ecclesiastical
Reformer,” ¢+ Cluistian Mirror,” ¢ Christian Teacher,” ¢ Christian Juur-
nal and Univa,” * [nvestigator,” one or two called * The Christian.”
and others in the United States. ¢ The Witness of "Frath,” in Canada;
scveral in Great Britain, aud The Christian for {hese Eastern regions.
America furnishes near fwenty publications, eu hone with apparent zeal,
and io goud faih, advecating a rcturn, and a steadfust adherence to the
teachings the Oracles of God.

Brother Campbell is the senior editor. ‘He thinks there are too many
jpublications.  He seems favorable to convention of editors and brethren
sometime in Seplember. Persons unacquainted with hins, might sup.
pose that his objections were dictated by a desire to have the field to
himself, or from selfish considerations. We think otherwise. Some
time in 1842, he assurcd me personally, that notwithstaading Lis nume-
rous bnoks and publications, he was in doubt whether the balance was for
or against them. ‘Fhat is, after printing and publishing twenty years
he_thought the receipts had barely met the actual expenses. Who
of all our Editors can tell a better tale of pecuniary results ?  Why
then do we publish? W% hope to do good—10 be more useful than we
could be viva roce alone. This] believe to, be the grand motive of the
entire brotherhood editorial. Every publication has a local interest, and
every new effortis put forth with fresh vigor, and consequently we cir-
culute more intelligence, and have seven times more readers thun
we should have with two or three publications, unless all the present wri-
ters could lake the same interest in the two or three papers, that they now
take in their own.

We, once, thought differently. Sometime before we thought of con-
ducting a publication, we had a correspondence with brother Crihfield,
then editor of the. «* Heretic Deteetor,” on the propriety of fusing nll the
papers into one, and devoting the eutne profits to the support of Evan.
gelists, to enable them to sound out the word of the Lord, where the
truth in its purity had not yet been heard. We agreqd in our opinion ,
but no effort was ever made to carry the plan into effect. Our opinion
now is, that each editor is better acquainted with the state of things in
the vicinity of his own locality, and is, consequently, more capable of
adapiling s communications to tftir wants than the most gifted car be
ut any central pomnt.  What, therefore, we lack Jn talent, as writers,
we inake up in adapting our efforts to the situation, capacity, and known
wanis of our readers.

Aud then we have in the sacramemal hosis of God’s elect, muny zealous
spiris that must have a publication called * my own,” in which we in-
teud 0 print and publish what we please! As well might we attempt
1o tull the Mississippt back to its source, as to stop the onward progress
of such spirits. They must have their day. If they sometimes write
and publ sh that which is puerite and uncalled for (and who does not},
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refrain from them, an®Rt them alone ; they will soon find thele level.
ltis impossible to kill one of our ** Refurmation Lditors!™  Detruct
one 1ta from their reul or suppused merns, vud you wili ruse up for
themn hundreds of friends. Such are some of our reflections,  But be
it known to all, we are willing 10 merge [he Chnstian into any kind of
u publication, and do cur utnwst to circulute it, 1f it can Le adapted to
our own wants. But we can wsssure our brother editors, that we can get
ninety-nine readers fur vuiself to one for any other publication, and we
suppose Lhis 1o be the cuse with all the rust,

Iy oar next we will suguest a publishing plan for the considerauon of
any whomay pleuse to give it & rending.  lu the mean nme, we piay
Heaven to bless the ¢ffuiis of the cutire bruthuibood, be they wriiers,
speakers, or hearers, w. W. E.

FranzrIn's AroroGuE of Wan—In whai Light we are viewed by su-
periot beings may be gathered fiom n piece of late West Indiun news,
which pussibly has notreached vou, A youngangel of distinetion being
sent down to this world on some business, for the first time, had an old
courier spinit assigned im as n guide. They arnved over the seas of
Martinico, in the muddle of the lorg day of obstinate fight betv.een the
fleets of Rodney and e Grasse. M hen through the clonds of smoke.
he saw the fire of the guns, the decks covered with mangled {imbs, and
bodies dead and dving ; the ships, sinking, burning, or blown into the
air; and the quantity of pain, misery and destruction, the crews yet
alive were thus with so much eagerness dealing round, 10 one another:
he turned angridy to his guide. ¢ You blundering blockhead, you arer
ignorant of your business; you undertook to conduel me 1o earth, and
you have brought me to hell I * No, sir,” savs the guide, ** | have
made no mistake ; this 1s really the earth, and these are men. Devils
never treat one another in this cruel manner; they have more sense
and more of what men (vainly) call humanity.”— Letters to DPriestley.

SUCCESS OF TIE ANCIENT GOSPEL,

The Millenniol Harbinger for March,reports the additionto the army
o“the Lord one thousand one hundred and eighteen.

Brother Morten, writes from Liverpool, N. 8., that brather John
Melonald’s visit to the congregation in Milton, had resulted in the con-
fassion and immersion of thice : others confidently expected ; the bre-
thren are also being revived.

Brother W. M’Donald writcs, nn thi 1 1th instant, thai up to that time
Brother Dealtry had immersed one hundred and one, in Halifax, since
last fal'. May the Lord bless the efforts of all his faithful laborers.

Lerrers Recetven—D. Fullerton, George E. Baroaby, H. Banta,
D. 0. Gaskill (5). Alexander {Tall (3), J Burgin, A. Upjohn, R. Beaty,
S. Morton (2), N. Minard, William M'Donald (2), J. Slade, E. Barnes,
J. B Barnaby (2), George Garraty, F. Caleff, W. A, Stephens, David L.
Layton, 1. Oliphant, A~ M. Stepliens, C. M'Millan, D. Crawford, J. A.
Rouse, J. 3. Uhiman.
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UNIVERSALISM g inst itself, by Alexander Fall. Wo lave just re.
coived vie huadied copics of tns ably written and deeply intercsung
wuth.  Eveiy passage of scriplure and every argument ever urged by,
a1y Uuiveraadian of wote iu defeuce of the ultimate salvation of all men,
wvithout ubedicuce to the Lued Mossiali, are fully and imparually weighed
in the balauces of truth and reasun. It is clearly shown that so far is,
the systeun from receiving countenance or support frum the oraeles of
Gud, thutthey are ulways diametrically opposed to the doctrine of tha
enjuy ment of fulure Lliss by auy nol couformed to the word of truth,
Brothier Hall’s bouk differs irom muny other treatises un the same side of
the questiun in that e canies the war into Caribage, and winscvery ar
gument of the enamy against his own citadel. ’

‘The bouk is printed un fine clear paper, well bound in leather, and
Icttered, ad coulans fuur Lundred and eighty pages and the author's
likeness, ut from three yuarlers to a dollur, according to the binding.
Send on your srders Lretliren.  Every candid, honest Universalist neig-
hbur whomn you can induce to give it a careful reading, will advucate
ultra Universalism no longer.

Baprisuar Crarr.—This isa splendidly engraven chart. The plate
alung cust three hundred dJollars. T was designed by a * Regular”
Baptist Minister. It gives a niust cxcellent miniatare view of the chris.
tian church. Two beautiful columns, on which are inscribed every
passige in the N w Testament where tie word Lapusm occurs—supporls
u fine arch, beneath whiclh stands the Saviour dehvering the commission
to the Apostles!  Under them, the Spitit, dove-like, is hovering over s
neat gothic structure sitaate on ansland. The banhs slope prettily
towaids a placid strean, from which the obledient believer 1s calmly
walking infu the Chapel. The lowest and nearest view presents a malti-
tude of well dressed men, womer. and children, shaded by a verdant
grove, intently gazing on the baptist standing in the walter, midway be-
tween them and the church in the act of immersing a belicver prepuratory,
to his admission intc the conpany that has past the siresin before him.

The costume of the Saviour and the apostles is Orienial, that of the
multitade odern. Al finely colured, and the entire plate . requirizg a
frame eighteen inches by twenty-four.

We have fifty copies which we are authorized to sell at the low prico
of one shilling and three pence. Copies of both works may be seen at
the stores of Messrs. Heney & Bennison, South Maghet Wharf, and at
J. N. C. Black’s, North Market Wharf. '

Duaily ekxpected the entire w@rks of Alexander Campbell. Al of’
Wwhich will be sold at New York prices. -

{7 From several friends and brethren, whose co-operation we desirg,
nnd gieatly need, we have not yet heard a word siace the eommence-
went of this volume. Let us hear from you, brethren, and how many
subser'bers you have obtained. Whether you can make a remintance or
nn, write and let us know what we may anticipate by and by. We
have not yet been able to determine how large an edition to issue.
word to the wise is sufficient. - W, W B
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