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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,
ComurtTee Roon,
Thuwrsday, 3rd May, 1855.

The Committee to whom was referred the letter of the Clerk of the House
with reference to the appointment of a second Clerk Assistant, and also the letter
of the Clerk Assistant praying to be recommended for a Pension, have the honor
to present their first Report.

Your Coramitiee have had under their consideration, the letter of the Clerk,"
referred to them in the early part of the session, and the letter of the Clerk Assist-
ani, referred to them on the 1stinstant. Mr. Faribault had previously sent in
his letter to the Committee, but no action could be taken upon it, until referred to-
them by your Honorable House. L

After a due consideration of its details they have arrived at the unanirmous’
conclusion, that, in view of the long and faithful services (extending over a period
of 43 years) and advanced age of the Clerk Assistant, (65 years) that officer
should be permitted to retire from the service of your Honorable Hounse. -

Mr. Faribault, in addition to the duaties of his otfice, has devoted a consider-
able portion of his time to the formation of a collection of valuable works and’
documents, connected with the history of Canada. o

Your Committee have much pleasure in bearing testimony to the zegl which'
he has always displayed in the service of the House, and bex leave torecom-*
mend that he be allowed a pension of £400, per annum, during tlic remainder ‘of
his life. - s

In making choice of a new Clerk Assistant, your Committee ndéed hot'say:
that the greatest care should be taken, that the person appointed to fill that office -
be in every respect qualified for the performance of its duties:  The' quaiification *
most essential and indeed indispensable, is a thorough knowledge of both the Eng-:
lish and the French languages, in order to be enabled to translate vz voce ' fromi-
either. R

Your Committee have only to refer to the following rule of your Honorable
House, as a proof of one of the instances in which that qualification is indispen=-
sable. : o B
¢ Rule 36. That no motion shall be delivered or put, unless the same bé in-
writing and seconded. When a motion is seconded itshall be read in Eaglish and’
in French by the Spealer if he is a masterof both languages, if not, the Spéaker
shall read in either of the two languages most familar to him, and the reading in“
the other language shall be at the table by the Clerk or his Deputy.”” =~ 7

In addition to this qualification, your Committee .think thét’thédlity‘of‘ihé"'
Clerk Assistant would be more efficiently performed by a person not to6 far ‘ad-*
vanced in years, who would be better enabled.to bear the fatigues of a Tong' ses--
sion. o
Your Committce have unanimously come to.the conclusion to recommend for
the office in question, W. B. Lindsay, Junior, Esquire, at present assistant Law
Clerk and English translator to your Honorable House. Mr. Lindsay has al-
ready performed the duties of Clerk Assistant, both during the last and the present
sessions, at different periods, to the satisfaction of your Honorable House,.and from’
his possessing a thorough knowledge of both languages, they enterlain. no.doubt
that, should their recommendation be carried.out, the duties of that office will be
mos: efficiently performed.
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Your Comnmittee have had befire them several returns  from the different de-
partments of your {lonorable House, which will be adverted to in a future Report.
All which is bumbly submitted.

THOMAS FORTIER,
Chairman.
Quebze, 3rd May, 1355.
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Letter of Clerk Assistant.
Queskc, 30th April, 1855.

Str—With reference 10 a letter which Mr. Lindsay, the Clerk of this House,
had the honor of addressing you, on the sabject of an additional assistant,
and which has since been referred 10 a Select Commitiee, I beg respeetfully to
state that viewing my advanced age (buing now 85 years) as well as my in-
creasing infinnities, 1 feel that] am now noloager able ta discharge, efficiently,
the datics of my office as Assistant Clerk, particalarly during the evening sittings
of the House.

[ have now been 43 years in the serviee of the House, during which period
I have cndeavoured to discharge the duties of my situation with all the zeal and
ability of which I was capable.

Apart from the daties appertaining to my situation, I can state with perfect
trath, that during the last 25 years [ have been constantly employed in forming a
collection of rare and valuable works as well as manuscripts relating to the his-
tory of America. At the time of the destruciion of the Legislative Buildings at
Montreal, in April, 1549, these amounted to above 1630 volumes, the whole of

which were unfortunately entirely destroyed.
: After renewed and continual exertions, this collzetion was again reconstruct-
ed and had reached the number of nearly 2090 volumes, when it was partially de-
stroyed by the second calamitous fire which happened on the 1st February, 1854,
On that oceasion abont 700 volames perished in the flames ; amongst them were a
large number of publications of the 16th and 17th centuries, many of which it is
feared cannot be replaced.

The remaining portion of this collection consists, at this present time, of about
1200 volumes, logether with 24 folio volumes of manuscripts and nearly 200 maps,
charts and plans, all relating 10 the eaxly history of Canada. Even in its present
state this collection is unigu> in its kind and may intime be brought to attain its
former spiendid condition, provided it be placed under the undivided careand at-
tention of a competent person. v

After having thus stated the nature and extent of my services, 1 would re-
spectfully beg the favor of your recommendation 1o the Commitiee, in order that I
may be allowed to resign my present situation as Clerk Assistant, and out of my
salary of £550 to grant me a pension of £400, during the remainder of my life, or
shoulid this collection be left in Quebec under my charge, that I may then be al-
lowed to enjoy the full amount of my salary.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your very obedient servant,

G. B. FARIBAULT.

To the Honorable the
- Speaker of the Legislative Assembly.







