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PETITION, Sec.
»u^i^i T'w--;i.ii.« V-' •J

.#

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE
THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE

, OF COMMONS, THE KNIGHTS,
J/ CITIZENS, AND BURGESSES, OF
THE PARLIAMENT OF GREAT
BRITAIN,

;
V *•<-!.> r^^t.^^in . ':.m:t:.::.:''''" ' --"^T^'r t.

The Address and PetitionoF
' *the anticnt Subjeds of the Crown

^^pf Great-Britain refiding ii> the

,,y province of Quebeck, ,, .,. f .;>/!

<• - ,v . .

S H EW E T H, iOhii:n;o.^ cij o-mh-id :u iJ-t i.i

HAT, after the conqueft of the

province of Canada by the arms of

Great-Britain, your Petitioners, by

^ JProclamation from his Majefty, made on

B the
'•< '"»-

1

. y
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the 7th day of Odober, 1763, received

invitation and encouragement from the Crown

to quit their native countries, and fettle and

become eftabliflied to refide in the new-

acquired province of Canada.

That the faid Proclamation held forth and

afiured your Petitioners, that a Government

and Conflitution fhould be made and con-

firmed to your Petitioners, and the fubjedts

of the Crown refidlng in the province of

Quebeck, fimilar to thofe in his Majefty's

..j.^^ ..-J. t ^j- ^ ^provinces in America.

Your Petitioners, relying on the Prero-

gative of the Crov^n to hold foith fuch en-

couragement, and to grant and confirm fuch

a government in this province as the Pro-

clamation of his Majefly promifed to your

Petitioners, and, confiding in the faith of

the Crown pledged by the faid Proclamation,

did not hentate to confider and reft fatisfied

that the Conflitution^ afluiied to your Petiti-

oners and the people of Canada would be

eiftabliihed. Under thofe confiderations they.

from time to time, fince iffuipg the faid

sal . ,.^
*,
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Proclamation, have forfakcn their native

countries, and tranfported themfelves, their

f^imilies, and pollcffions, to this province,

not in the diffident, but the confident, belief

of enjoying in every degree the benefit of

thofe laws, and that freedom, fccuritv, and

comfort, in the province of Quebeck, which

the Principles of the Engli(h Conftitutiori

afforded in every part of the Britiih domi-

nions in Americ?. -yin io rt:^i^i vvv^:'; i./—.

M Your Petitioners, and the inhabitants of

the province of Quebeck, without a murmur,

ChearfulJy, and on every occafion, have

acknowledged and obeyed the controqling

power of the Parliament of Great-Britain to

iegiflate over this its Colony. The adions

and the conduct of your Petitioners, when

truely reprefentcd, will beft exprefs the fm-

cerity of their Loyalty, and attachment, to

tl>e Crown of Great-Britain,
i

^^ <?.;* -. ..

Yoijir Petitioners with patience have fuffered,

during a Period of Anarchy and War, rather

than embarrafs the Parliament with remon-i

ftrances and petitions at a period when the

'-*" fafety
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fiifety of the nation, and the prefervation of

its domiiiions, made facred every moment of

publick deliberation, '..frri.;; u^ n.. :

r .]. 'I

Your Petitioners wiHi to forget — they

forbear to animadvert upon— the Conftitu-

tion and the Government they have lived

under fince the pafling of the Quebeck Bill,

Whatever reafons, or policy of (late ; —
— whatever idea of neceflity at that critical

period ; — might have prefled upon this

people fuch an A<5t and Government, — fo

contrary to the growth, the welfiire, and

interefl: of a commercial flate,— fo adverfe

to the liberty and the happinefs of your Pe-

titioners and the fubjedls of Great-Britain in

Quebeck, — fo repugnant to the Royal AiTu-

rance of a limited and mixt government,

iimilar to the other Britifh Colonies in Ame-
rica, and in which the people legally quali-

fied fhould participate ; — Whatever fuch

neceflity or reafons of flate might then be,

your Petitioners prefume they can now no

longer haye exlftence to fupport that aft,

nor that any qonfideration adverfe to the

true principles of the Englifh Conflitutioii

v...... will
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Will prevail with the Parliament of Great-

Britaiu to with-hold from your Petitioners

that Government, ~ that Liberty, Security,

and Comfort, — that infinite Source of Prof-

perity and Ilappinefs, — which, under the

Royal Word and Aflurances of the Crown,

have been the means to induce their refidencc

in the province of Qupbeck. ,.•.,.... r ,.i[i,,.v,

f>
J

» r-

J
With the utmoft loyalty and attachment,

to the Crown and Government of Great-

Britain, your Petitioners approach this Houfe.

of Commons to intreat, from the Parliament,

of Great-Britain, a repeal of the adl pafled

in the fourteenth year of his Majefty,

Chap. 83, making provilion for the govern-

ment of this province, and that an Ad of

Parliament may be pafTed for the eftablifli-'

ment of a government in the province of

Quebeck formed to move and exifl upon the

principles which have raifed and fupported

the En";lifli Conftitution. ^,

'i

It is wltli concern your Petitioners oehold

the burthen of Great-Britain ; and with

great pain and c.ommiferation they witnefs



the infinite diftrefles of the loyal fubjefls of

the Crown, who, expelled from their native

country, are daily taking fhelter, and feeking

a poor and even a painful exiflence, in this;

a Britifh Colony. However their diftrefles

may as yet fubdue their petitions or their

claims, the Parliament of Great-Britain will

readily perceive, ** that a free conftitution;

and a government fimilar, or fuperiour, to

that under which they had been born, had

lived, and been happy, will be coniidered by

thofe, the injured, the diftrefled fubjedts of

the Crown, as the firft protedlion and com-

fort which the Parliament and the Nation,^

in relief to their diftrefles, can now grant ;*'

and the more fo, as it will be a protc(ftion'

and a blefling not merely granted to them,

but extended to their children and pofte-

nty. •

-

^' Your Petitioners, perfuaded that the wel-

fare, happinefs, and profperity, of the peo.^

pie and province of Quebeck are objedls of

the ferlous and benign coniideration of Par-

liament, humbly prefume to fuggeft, ancf

ardently pray, that fome amendment may be
" - ^ mad^

*
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made to the fyftem of government which

the Royal Proclamation of 1763 hath pro*-

mifed to the fubjeds of the Crown of Great-*

Britain, who fhould thenafter and thereby

be induced to refidc in this province. And
your Petitioners intreat that fuch alterations

may be made and cftablifhed by the Adt of

Parliament which may confirm to the people

and province of Quebeck a conflitution and

government different from the prefent*

'Ti J'i. 1 l^v>.'

I. That the Houfe of Reprefdntatives, or

AlTembly of the People, may be chofen by

the parifhes, towns, and diftrids, of the pro-

vince, eligible under qualifications fimilar to

thofe eftabliflied in the Royal Governments

in America in 1763 ; and that the AfTembly

may be renewed and re-eledled every three

years* '.'-• '.^-
'

'
' • • ,' :, ':,

'•« '
I

II. That the Legiflative Council may
confift of a greater number of members than

twelve, which at leaft may be the Majority

requifite to carry the vote of any meafure

before the Council : And that the appoint-

tnent of fuch members may be during their

B relideace



rcfidence in the province and life ; yet fut>-

jedt to temporary leave of Abfcnce, as men-*

tioned in the eleventh article. .J ,rj

- 'LH'-.- -..v-^-l "V-,u hv^^s..:i(l ^M.! ...'
^' .r:;;it}-3?i

IIL That the Criminal Laws of Eiigland

may be continued^ as at prefent eftablifhed

by the Quebeck adl. i.; : - '

V:T.'Vi. '<• «-,:> ,1...
'•'

IV. That the ancient law^s and cuftoms

of the country refpedting landed cftates, mar-

riage-fettlements, inheritances, and dower,

be continued, until changed or altered by the

Legiflature of Quebeck, fave that owners

may alienate by will, as provided by the

tenth fedion of the Qusbeck adt. ...^ ..,,,,,

V. That the Commercial Laws of En-

gland may be declared to be the laws of this

province ?n matters of trade and commerce >

and that all perfonal adions may be tried by

the modes, and decided upon the principles,

of the Common Law of England, until the

fame may be altered by the Legiflature of

Quebeck,
' ' /.• » I «."!-' ,'

?'i'

:j v,;h

'», --»-.

:! yi. That
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VL That the Haieas Corpus z£t, 31ft

of Car. 2. chap. 2, be made part of the Con-

ftitutional Law of this province ; and that

jthis may be done by a perpetual law of the

Britifh Legiflature, fubjed:, however, to fuf-

penlion by the legiflature of Quebeck^ if

need be. ^^~
'--: ! '

.' . •• •; ,. . . ,: .

.

/

^; %......'
VI r. That Optional Juries may be granted

on all trials in courts of original jurif-

)di<5lion ; ^nd that nine members out of twelve

I
may, in civil cauies, return verdidls, and be

regularly ballotted for, and a pannel formed,

(as in England,) either in the cafe of an Or-

dinary, or a Special Jury, at the option of

jhe party applying for the fame.

.^j,. VIII. That the SherifFs be eleded by the

. Jloufe of Affembly, and approved and com-

jniifioned by the Governpur at every fitting

pf the Legiflature ; and that they hold their

appointment during the period for which they

are eledled, and their good be! aviour; and

that tliey find reafonable fecurity for a

faithful difcharge of their truft and duty. _,

? 2 IX. That
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'' IX. That no Officer of the Civil Govern-

men!-, Judge, nor Minifter of Juftice, be

fufpended by the Governour, or by the Com-

mander in Chief for the time being, from the

honours, duties, falaries, or emoluments,

of his appointment, but u^ith the advice and

conP^nt of his Majefty*s Council for the af-

fairs of the province : which fufpenfion fhall

not continue after the firft fitting of the Le-

giflative Council, unlefs it be approved by the

fame. The caufe of complaint, if appro-

ved, to be thenafter reported to his Majefty

by the faid Governour and Legiflative Coun-

cil, for hearing and judgement thereon, 'v

lO TIDilliO

X. That no Commiffion be granted by

the Governour and Commander in Chief for

the time being, nor any appointment made

to a vacant trufl, or office, of what nature

foever, nor any new office created, or com-

miffion granted, by the faid Governour, but

with the advice and confent of his Majefty's

faid Council, and to be approved by the Le-

giflative Council, as in the preceeding ar-

ficle. .5

S: i XL Thai

111
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\'XL That all offices of truft be executed

by the Principal in the appointment, unlefs

from leave of abfence from the Governour,

with the advice and confent of the faid Coun-

cil ; which leave of abfence fliall not extend

to more than twelve months, nor be renewed

by the Governour but with the approbation

and confent of the Legillative Council.

-XII. Your Petitioners feniibly feel, that,

were the mod wife and fit laws eftablifhed

among the people, yet their welfare^ their

fecurity, and their comfort, muft intirely de-

pend on a juft and impartial execution of fuch

laws. Whatever conftitution the fubjedls of

the Crown in the province may obtain, the

equal and true adminiftration of juftice muft

be the bafis of their happinefs ; nor is it but

with the utmoft fervency that your Petiti-

oners implore that the feats of juftice may be

filled by men of jurifprudent learning, and

whofe abilities, at the fame time they are

adequate to their employments, may be fo

rewarded, as to be confined to the fundions

of adminiftring juftice: and that their ap-

pointments may be made tp them, to hold
.; r,; -

during*
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during their good behaviour:—That every

caufe of accufation in order to a removal of

them, proceeding from the Governour, (hall

follow the rule laid down in the 9th article
jj

and every accufation in order to a removal of

them, made on the part of the publick, (hall

proceed from the Houfe of Affembly, and be

heard by the Legiflative Council ; which, if

well-founded, ihall operate as a fufpeiifion j

and, in either cafe, be decided, on appeal and

report to his Majefty, by the Lord Chancel-

lor and the twelve Judges of England. The
ininiilers of juftice, fo appointed and protect

ted, mufl be a comfort and happinefs to any

country or people; and the Parliament may
be aflured, that the antient fubjedts of the

Crown in the province of Quebeck will be

ever ready to acknowledge with gratitude its

foftering prote<5tion in granting fuch a funda-f-

mental fecurity to the welfare and happinefs

of this people. . ..."tnm-^-

XIII. That Appeals from the courts of

juftice in this province to the Crown may be

made to a Board of Council, or Court of Ap*

peals, compofed of the Right Honourable the

Lord-
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Lord Chancellor and the Judges of the Courts

of W^ftminfter-Hall.

Such are the prayers and intreaties of your

Petitioners, the loyal and afFedionate fubjeds

of Great-Britain, refiding in the province of

Quebcck; that, from the wifdom, the juf-

tice, and the bounty of the CrOwn and Par-

liament, they may obtain to this province a

conftitution and government, a quietude and

profperity, that may call from the prefent

people and age their unceafing acknowledge--

ments and gratitude, and make the future

inhabitants of it feel, (as may the prefent)

that the only means of happinefs to the

people and province of Quebeck is a union

and fubmiflion to the Crown and the Go-

vernment of Great-Britain-

,'4f5i^:a. > 1 !

~

Province of Quebeck, 30th of Seipteimber,

Signed by :..

William Dummer Powell,

'
, Ifaac Todd^

"^ James MacGillj

- Charles Pateribn,

, .V
'

Robert
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Richard Dalton,— Olry •;

. John Barnfley,

.h'^John Rooker,

James Sinclair, -

,. John Mac Kcachie^

Samuel King,

Michael Flacarty,

Alexander Wallace,

'^n Duncan Mac Kenzie,

fierthelot Dartigny,

~ John Munroi

John Ritchie, Senf^

iil- Hugh Ritchie,

Matthew Mainider,

James Mac Kenzie,

William Edgar,
.

Robert Griffin,

James Symington^

Robert Aird,

Felix Graham,

'

Samuel Judah,

- Thomas Mac Cord,

,^James Singer,

Edward Edwards,

, Samuel Bime, v

;ir?i: Thomas



:'i«i

f i8 ]

Thomas Burn, "*

RoiTcter Hoyle,

James Hallowell»

Daniel Sutherland,

Uriah Judah,

Thomas Mac Murray,

Jofepl Provan,

Alexander Smith,

George Aird,

Alexander Mabbut,

Jofeph Howard,

Mofes David,

'Jofeph Bagley,

Francis Du Moulin,

William Hunter, /

Andrew Bell,

John Lylc,

James Poupard,

Levy Michaels,

John Forfyth,

Donald Morriibn,

Richard Dillon,

James Greig,

Hugh Mac Kay,

Angus G'*ant,

William Ritchie,

Anthony
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Anthony Menul

John Urquhart,

John Young,

James Mac Niven,

John Saul,

George Jenkins,

John Baptift Le Brun,

Patrick Sulavan,

George Sinclair,

John Anthony Gray,

Charles Grant,

John Blackwood,

David Barclay,

John Buchanan,

Simon Mac Tavifb,

William Aird,

John Tqrner and Son,

Matthew Cuthell,

William Griffin,

Jfaac Judah,

John Gruet,

John Lockh.art Wifeman,

John Bell,

William Allen,

James Dyer White,

J^enry Robert Symes,

C 2 "^ William



i

,:]

[ 20 ]

William Murray,

Richard Pollard,

John Neagle, •.

John Du Moulin,

Thomas Sullivan,

William England,

Thomas Oaks,

.
l>avid E>avi9,

Donald Fifhcr,^

tV-1' James Noel, '*.

Samuel Humbefrflone,

^ Thomas Hackct,

William Roxburgh, V

James Todd,

*'**^^'John Mac Cord, V

Thomas . Sketchley,
-' '' ^ John Lynd, \

** George Wells,

Anthony Van Fetfon,

Alexander Brotherton,

John Henry Fortier,

'John Reapiefi*-

Michael Comud,

Scdor Mac Aulay,^'

*^'*' Robert Mac Fie, ^

.>,:jmX j^jjjes Durward,
rmlUy/ i» -^ -• William
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William Langliornc,

John Hiir(h '«.

Archibald Fergufon,^

Simon Frafer, t.

John Buchanan,

Conftant Freeman,

John Painter, ^

Zachary Mac Auhy,

Richard Dobie,

John Mac Gill,

.James Laing, ^
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John Lilly ^' '^

Peter ArnMiy
John Grant, I

• "^Thomas l>«ggan,

William Mac Gillivray,

FraocJs^ Winter, .

, PhiKi) Jac6b, l
,

i* J©hri Frafer, -

.»>Chrifty Crdmer,

JRobert Jones,

Lewis Willard,

• AlexAnider Hay,

Tliomas Coffin,

Wifliterti Taylor,

' Robert Mac Gregor,

Robert
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Robert Hcndcrfon,

John Cochrane

James Bowman
George Cochrane,

Meredith Wills

Andrew Cameron,

John Pagan,

Jacob Rowcy

Murdoch Stuart,

William Mac Nider,

Robert Woolfey,

Frederick Petry,

Waiiam Webb,

James Woods>

Jonathan Eckart,

Godfrey King,

Dennis Daly,

Percey Kien,

Ifaac Roberts.

Henry Sweetland,

William Bonis,

John Rofs, ^^

Robert RuffelJ,

Jofcph Duval,

William Hall,

Alexander Hairy, '

John
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John Walker^

Thomas Swan,

John Mac Kcilncy,

- James Caldwell,

Nicholas Bayard,

George Mac Dougall,

Robert Cruickfliank,

Alexander Henry,

John Hunter,

. John Speed,

William Harkncfs,

Robert Grant,

James Taylor,

William Franks,

Samuel David»

John Afkwith^

James Davidibn,

Charles Lc Marchant,

John Antrobus,

Alexander Rofs,

Ezekiel Freeman,

Roderic Frafcr,

.Thomas Watt,

John Jones,

Thomas Caiy,

Etienne Bois,

William
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Wiiliara Lindfay, Junr,

David Shoolbred,

.7v WiJliam.Gill,

^ John Hay^

rj James Hanna,

.;.' Robert Hardy,

'^.;*. William Laing,

, James Strachan^

,
Alexander Chifholm,

Alexander Greig,

^ John Mac Cord> Junr.

John Ayton^ •'^.

Antoine Richoux,

^ jt*ierre Cafcagnet,

Theodorus Meyer,

John Rodolf Schurithy

• John Mac Intpfh.
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