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RECRUITING SPEECH

Delivered at Stonewall, December 10th, 1915, by

Lieut.-Col. Geo. IlI. Bradbury, M.P.
IRING APPEAL TO YOUNG MEN TO DO THEIR DUTY

5
I venture to say that there are many Its vast trade the aceretions of cen these are threatened by foreign tyrants our
reasons of great importance of the highest  turies of skilled effort on land and sea luty must be manifest to every British
patriotic and honorable nature, of real  with a total of more than mne thousand subject. Lam sfied that Canadians are
urgency, which should at this moment  millions & year. It comprises one-fifth  thoroughly prepared to do their full
compel every e t hare in protecting the
Canadian, by birth or Y e i N liberties which we en-
by adoption, to think joy at this moment, to
geriously of hi the extent, if necessary,
country’s needs and of our last man and
his duty to it at thi our last dollar
moment The German war
Do we realize the lords have endeavored
value of our British to create the impres
citizenship in the sion in the minds of
greatest  empire  the masses of the German
world has ever n? people that the British
Do we realize the value are o decadent and de
of the civil and re generant nation. They
ligious liberties which proclaim to the world
ve enjoy under our theough their profes
flag? If so, ure we sors and false teachers
ready to sacrifice for that we are a nor
the protection and heroie nation, s
perpetuation of thes behind, whilst v«
great blessings handed on more gallant nations
down to us by our to their destruct
N— This is the descrip
T'he old Union Jack tion given of Britain
has been dved crimsor to the German people
in the blood of heroe we are @ timorous
that we might enjoy raven nation, trusting
the civil and religious entirely on our fleet
liberties which all But T am eatiaBed
British subjects enjoy these professos and
today the German pe 18
Are we going to fold v whole, have long ere
our arms and stand this found serious
idly by while tyrants reasons (o change their
iaritile sntlér ool opinion of Britons. The
these great privileges, VAYHAS 01 W ORD
handnd - dowr b0 o Langemarck, St. Julien
after centurieg of and Ypres, and at the
struggle and sacrifice? LIEU . 1. BRADBURY, M Dardanelles, where the
or Co g 105th  Batialio 5 Germans and their
No, no! We must allies met the British
we do, realize our duty at this moment of the world's area, and one-fourth of  have opened their eyes to the fact that
The Empire must be preserved; British  the population of theworld owesallegiance  the British soldier is more than a
civilization, which means so much to to the British flag match for the German, with all his
the world, must not be supplanted Back of all this lies the glorious record  years of training and preparedness
by that thing called German “kultur of individual sacrifice and daring, of naval The heroic deeds performed by volun-
What dies the British Empire mean  skill and valor, Every thread of the old  teer British soldiers have demonstrated
] to you? 1* holds in fee for your use flag has been steeped in blood fighting to the world that the old heroic spirit
and profit, for your children's develop- for the rights of small nations, protecting  still lives in the hearts of the British
ment and wealth, the richest resources the weak and advancing the ecause of people
in gold, silver and precious stones, to eivilization in all parts of the world One million of British volunteers
‘ be found in 4l other parts of the world As part of this glorious Empire, we have  are now on the firing line, and we, as
It is the greatest money power in the enjoyed all the privileges and liberties that  Canadians, are proud that we have
| world. belongs to British subjects, and now that  fifty thousand of as good troops as the
!
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world ever produced fighting sude by side
Riatish
he famous

with the other

trenches.  And at
St. Julien the
the German

troops i the
battle of
Canadian troops blocked

wdvance, but st great saeri-
fice, and, as Sir John French said, save
the day t the British and allied troops

Thie gallant conduer

f our men make

every Canadian proud of these who have
sens o fight for our
t batth ure

flag
being

of miles away from our

erossed  the
While
fought thousae

these grea

shoves, we are just as much interested

in the

ult as though we were fighting
n our boundary line to keep an enemy
ont. Wi

most of us do,

realize, ns [ am sure

that we are fighting on

the plains of Flanders for our very exist-

ence s part of the British Empire
wd th until we ean say we  have
furnished our last man and spent our
last available dollar, we cannot truthfully
say that we have done our full duty
in defence of our liberties

\re we lagging behind?  We bouast of
wing the brightest gem in His Majesty's

this honor?
wish to hold our place we
make g
supply fighting men than we have already

crown. Are we entitled 1o

If we must

ter efforts to

wake up and

Australia, with about half of our popu-

126,000 firing
line and has furnished a magnificent f
it that h

France has one soldier for

Intion, has men on the

done noble work on the seas
every ten

of her population, including women and

children.  Creat Britain has already one

soldier for every fifteen of Ler population

Canada, a country of young men, has,

up to date, only one soldier for every
forty of her population
So, while we are proud of what we

have already done, we must realize that
our sacrifice 18 not by any means complete
We have 100,000 more men in training
and ready for the field, but we ought 1o
have, within the next year, at
500,000 men on the firing line
we ean do it
The fact

what Canada will do 10 save the Ewmpive

least
and
i8 there must be no limit to

We must realize that everything we have

under heaven in this great Canada
ours depends eatirely on the perpetuation
of the power and the prestige of the
British flag

I am not going to say a single word
in disparagement of the German people
They are
and have great
1 belies
that

kindliness in the

ag a people n great people

qualities of head and

heart

1 spite of recent horrible
great
peasant

events, there is a store of
but,

German

wfortunately, he has bheen sehooled
dnifled false

His civilization is efficient; it

mnto a idea of eivilization

is o
ful, but it is eruel and b

1 18 pov

comprehend the action of

hey say ~ France
18 fighting for

she wants territory, she wants

Great Britain today

we can understand;

v
vengeance
to win back Alsaee
can understand

and Lorraine. They
s fighting

Russip -«

for mastery; she wants Galie

They ecan understand  fighting  for

tand fighting
they

vengeance, they can und
for greed of territory, but cannot
t nation like
« for honor, pledging its resources,
pledging its
littke

sevks to defend

understand a gre Britain
tight
pledging its
existen

very
like

its honor

might

to protect a nation

Belgium that
God made man in His own image

-

reate

ter

high of purpose and noble of
The German civilization would

him in the image of o machine, precise,

weeurate, powerful, cruel, but with no
room for the soul 10 ope
Why is Great Britain involved?  Ther

is no man eognizant of the focts that is

not eonvineed that Great Britain eould

not have avoided war without national

dishonor

I know many a crime has been com-
mitted and is being  committed today
in the saered name of honor, All the

I honor is a
disregard it

same, private and natior

and antions  th

reality,
are doomed
Then

in this war?

s Britain's honor involved
in the first place
we are bound by honorable obligations

why
Beeause

to defend the independence, the liberty,
the irtegrity of a small nation that has
tried to live at peace with the world
Belgium could not have compelled us
to fulfil our he was small
and weak in comparison Girent
Britain.  But the that
declines to discharge an obligation beesuse

obligation
with
man or nation

ereditor too weak to

is oo poor o
s a contemptible coward in
We entered

enforce 1t
the eyes of his fellow men

into a solemn treaty in 1831 to defend
Belgium  and  her  integrity.  Britain's
<ignatures are attached to that treaty

Her signatures do not stand there alone
Britain was not the only that
pledged herself at that time to defend
the integrity of Belgium France
Austria and Prussia were all pledged on
nt

Aunstria nnd

country

Russia

the same docun
Prussia not
their this
Germany suggests that when we

Then why

performing obligntions under
bond?
quote this treaty it is purely an excuse
on the purt of Great Britain, it is low
eraft and cunning to cloak our jealousy
of a superioc eivilization which we are
now endeavoring to destroy

Our answer to this is Britain's action
i 1870, What that?  The great
Gladstone was premier of Great

was
then
Britain and Lord Granville was foreign

secretary, and they realized the honor
of Britain was at stake. The treaty
mde in 1831 bound Great Britain then,

LIEUT-COL. GEO. H. BRADBURY, M.P,

She did not

shirk her

she called upon France

as it does now

obligations then

and Prossia, the belligerent powers, to
respect it. At that time the danger for
Belgium eame from France and not fron

intervened 1
that

Britain
from

CGireat
Belgium

Prussia
protect France at

time. us she did & year ago to protect

her aguinst Germany
Brituin proceeded in exactly the same
both

powers to sgate that they had

way in both enses. She invited

belhigerent

no intention of violating Belgium territory
In 1870, when Great Britain made this
request,  Germany, through its  great

haneellor, Bismark, stated it was super
fluous to ask Germany such a question

had
of honor has changed

in view of the treaty she signed
Germany's code
materially sinee France gave a similar
wswer. Great Britain received the thanks
of Belgium at that time for her kindly
Here is & document ad-
dressed by Belgium to Queen Vietor
““The great and noble people, over

whose destinies you preside, has
just given a further proof of its
benevolent sentiments towards our
country. The voice of the English
nation has been heard above the
din of arms, and it has asserted the
principles of justice and right.
Next to the unalterable attachment
of the Belgium people to their
independence, the strongest senti-
ments that fills their hearts is that
of imperishable gratitude to Eng-
land.”

Mark what followed a few days
Gireat Britain had intervened
the pledge that Belgium territory would
not be violated. A French
wedged up  against  Belgium
every means of escape shut off by a ring
of flame from Prussian guns. Yes, there
What was that?
By violating the neutrality of Belgium
The French army could have escaped by
Belgium But
France preferred rain and humiliation
at the hands of the Prussians rather than
break her bond with Belgium, and the
French emperor, with a hundred thousand
men,

intery

jone

wfter

and secured

army was

territory,

was one way of escape

erossing  the boundary

surrendered  themselves to  the
than violate her bond
Helgium  territory
All honor to France.

Toda
Germany's interest to

Prissians sooner
by cressing into
tions are reversed. It is
break the treaty
which she has done without the slightest
compunction.  8he proelaims t the world
the dampable doctrines tiat treaties
should only be kept when they are in the
interest  of the state German
chancellor of today asks: “What is
treaty?’
by saying it is only a scrap of paper
to he h when it is in the
interest of the state to do so

And answers his own question

nored on),

.+—
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nan  doctrine

I the Ge prevailed,
business would be at a standstill all over
the world, for three-fourths of the business
of the world is done on foith, that is, on
eredit, by the exchange of paper.  Adopt
the German doctrine and no man would

be expected to keep his promise or 1o pay
fulfil  his

contracts when it was against his interest

his promissory notes or to
to do so

We may thank God that Great Britain
and her fallen to that
depth, but are staking their very existence
for the purpose of discharging an honor-
able obligation entered into with a small
nation almost a century ago.

The distinguishing difference between
the Geroan ideal and the British ideal
is that in the German ideal honor counts
If by dishonorable action

allies have not

for nothing.
you can add power to your state, the
German ideal justifies any act, no matter
how dishonorable. But with Great Britain
this stands today as her motto, as it has
stood all the days of her existence. Honor
must be, and has been. the distinguishing
characteristic of the British nation; good
faith must be kept, and when Great
Britain pledges her honor with the long
traditions of history behind her it would
be o sud day, not only for England, but
it would be a sad day for the wide world,
if the lesson had been taught by Great
Britain that honor could be subordinated
to selfish ends, security on the one hand
or power on the other

Britain  has always stood for the
inviolability and respect of smaller na-
tions. Look at history. How often she
has spent her blood and treasure battling
for the weaker and oppressed in Europe,
yes, and in almost every quarter of the
globe. This is one fine golden thread
that runs through the whole warp
of Eoelish history and English tra-
dition. And so, when England’s honor
wine bound up in the pledge she gave to
Belgium that her territory should be
wviolate, sand when Germany, on the
20th day of July, 1914, made the cold-
blooded and dishonorable proposition to
Great Britain that if she would stand
aside and allow Germany to deal with
Belgium and with France, England could
have Germany’s goodwill and co-operation.

That proposition attacked centuries of
English honor and  English traditions,
Sir Edward Grey hurled the offer back,
as it deserved to be. Honor forbade
Britain to keep out of the war. What
more?  Sell interest in its widest and
greatest gense forbade that course.

Great Britain is not only the govern-
ment of forty-five million in her own
islands; she is a mother and protector
and trustee for hundreds of millions of
divers humanity all through the wide
world, that live under her flag and depend
upon her protection,

~COL

Sitting, then, on the island of her own
North Sen home, she has to look not only
after the interests of forty-five millions
there, but she has to think of the interest
of her Canada, New Zealund
Australia, Afrien, and other de-
pendencies—national wards in other parts
of the wor'l
‘What should I do at this juncture of
trustee of British
world?"

colonies
South
She has to ask herself:
circumgtances, as a
civilization throughout the

There was only one possible answer

to that.  Aecede to Germany’s demand

stand aside with folded arms, let the
German army hew and hack its way
through  Belgium? No, nev Honor

friendship and sclf interest all demanded
Britain's co-operation with Belgium. And
Belgium knew that Britain would not
She had faith that if she
stood in the way and claimed her own,
and if over Belgium bodies and ruined
homes and desecrated hearths, Germany

dessert her

hewed and hacked its way into France
the time would come when Great Britain
and her allies that stood with her would
see these ruined homes were rebuilt and
Belgium restored to her destined place

8o in that respect Great Britain had
to do what she did. But, suppose for a
yment that she sacrificed her honor
and sacrificed Belgium and France and
Russia, her friends, by simply refusing to
interfere, and allowed Germany to destroy,
as she would have done, these nations
What would have happened?

¢ erman fleet would have dominated
the seas; it would have ravished every port
entry on the French The
German fleet could have easily controlled
or dominated the seas. It would have

I

and const,

blockaded the French ports, s its
armies would have taken Paris in a very
short time. Germany would have ad-

vanced her frontier right up to the North
Sea and created ports and submarine
bases almost ot England’s door, and would
have been a standing menace to Great
Britain ever after

And just as soon as CGermany had
finished with Fr and  Russia, and
with a mighty, victorious ar resting
within a few hours of the English coast
Great Britain would have had to me
this monster single handed

So, you see, Great Britain, i justice
to British civilization, could not have
allowed Germany to overrun Belgium
and France without going to their aid

No, for when Britain dies, British
civilization goes to the wall. When
Britain's great roads, the highway of
the sea, are blocked, or liable to he
blocked, by any hostile power on earth
as far as naval strength is concerned,
British sopremacy is in danger as Ler
food supphes her communications, her
own existence and the existence of the

GEO. H. BRADBURY, M.P.

Empire depend absolutely her
command of the seus

Then, how foolish, how utterly suicidal,
would have been the policy which would
have #aid to England: “Stand there until
every friend you ha the world is
ked to pieces.  Stand there until their

upon

e in

possessions have been taken by your
great enemy in every portion of the world
and fortified. Stand there until the

German fleet gets its basis in every wo'or
and fortifies itsell there. Then face the
contest and on unequal ground and on
unequal terms’" It would
tempting  fate. 1t would
playing false with humanity and with
God for any de
taken by the British
circumstances

have been

lave been

sion like that to have been

smpire under the

Have you followed the history of the
Prussian junker?

Have you followed the
Prussinn tyrant and his doings?

We ure not fighting the G an and
Austrian people. These people are under
the heel of the military class, and it will
be a day of rejoicing for the German and
Austrian peasant, artisan and trader when
this military autocracy is broken.

You know its pretentions. They give
themselves the airs of demigods; they
waulk on the pavements. Civilians and
their wives and children are swept into
the gutter; they have no right in the way
of these Men, women and
childven, like nations, all have to go

autoerats

He thinks all he has to say is that
he is in a hurry. That is the answer he
gave to Belgium when he violated his
pledge to protect her neutrality .

Rapidity of action is
asset, which means 1 am in a hurry,
get out of my way. You know the
type of motorist, the terror of the roads,
with a sixty-horse-power car, who thinks
the roads were made for him and knocks
down and mangles anybody who impedes
him in his mad rush.

The Prussian tyrant is the road-hog
of Europe. Small nations in his way are
trampled on and hurled by the roadside
bleeding and broken; women, children and
men are crushed under the wheels of his
cruel car

Britain was ordered out of the way by
this tyrant so that he might drive his
death-dealing monster over Belgium, but
the old British spirit still lives, which
compels her to keep sacred her pledges
and to defend the weak. The Prussian
has yet to settle with Great Britain and
her allies, and when he has paid his debt
the German Empire will be humbled in
the dust and the military autocracy will
end forever and the German and Austrian
people will be fiee and live to thank God
for the downfall of the war lords who have
held them under the iron heel for the last
fifty vears.

Gierman's greatest
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What
complished to this end?

has Britain and her allies ace

What of our great navy? We may feel
at times that this arm of defence has
lost itself to view, and we ask where is it?
What is it doing? Is it effective? Is it
doing what we thought or expected it
would do?

Yes, no thanks to Canada, which,
through its senate, refused to aid the
strengthening of the imperial navy by
providing dreadnoughts when urged to do
80 by the admiralty. If the British navy
has been able to drive the Germans off
the seas, Canada can claim no share in
the glory that comes to it. Canadians
hang their heads in shame when they
realize the awful position Canada
was made to assume on this question.

Lord Churchill, realizng after the
action of the senate, Britain could not
rely on Canada to md in strengthening
the navy, took vigorous action and did
the work Canada ought to have done,
and when war was declared, owing to
his vigorous policy Britain’s navy was
strong enough to sweep the seas and chase
the Germany navy into hiding.

Invisible, lying somewhere in the North
enveloped in fogs snd mists, riding
the hoisterous waves, or maybe snugly
ottled in quiet waters, somewhere that
mighty fleet is there urseen by us and
its movements unknowr. But its influ-
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ence is like the influence of the mighty
sun, whose motions we do not see, but
whose light and heat penetrate and vivify
everywhere—and there is not a quarter
of the world that does not owe much of
its present peace and happiness to the
fact that the British fleet keeps the gate-
ways to the Atlantie, and that the much-
vaunted German fleet liss on the other
side of these gateways, hiding behind
Heligoland in the Kiel Canal afraid to
show its nose outside, fearing the British
bulldogs that are lying in wait

The glorious record of the navy up to
date, the wonderful work accomplished
in sweeping the seas not only of the Ger-
man navy, but of the German commerce,
is a record that spenks louder than any
words of mine and demonstrates beyond
a doubt that Britannia still
the waves.

Look for & moment at the work that
has been accompliched by the allies during
the last fifteen months —~and this largely
through Britain’s navy. Britain and her
allies have annexed the great
German colonial empire, with the excep-
tion of East Africa a district in
Kameruns

rules

whole

and

She has swept the German flag, both
off the face of
eas. She completely paralyzed the
man navy. She has dealt successfully
with her submarine attacks, ¢

imperial and mercantile
the

E. F.

311 Meclntyre Block
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game so successfully that time shows
Britain  growing stronger instead of
weaker,

In addition to these things, Britain
has raised a volunteer army of over
3,000,000 men, the greatest volunteer
army the world has ever seen. And she
has demonstrated to the world that she
can increase this army two-fold if necess-
ary.

Those who speak of failures are pessi-
mists and must be blind.  Britain and
her allies cannot fail to be victorious.
Victory is as sure as that the sun rises
in the east and sets in the west.

True, there are great sacrifices to be
made yet, but these will be made willingly,
and the great Empire will come out of
this war stronger and more glorious than
it has ever been

Oh, for the eloquence of a Burke or a
Kipling that 1 might utter some words
tonight that would burn into your very
souls and compel vou young men to
realize your country’s needs and your
duties at this moment.

Your king and your country eall you.

How many will respond to the call
tonight ?
“What nobler death can Britons die,

than fighting fearful odds
For the glory of their country and the
temples of their God?"

It is v desire to enlist for Overseas Service, and | would be glad to

receive further information as to the proper steps to take.
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