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THE SABBATH OBSERVER.

Published by the Committee of the Nova Seotin Sabbatly Ailiance.
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}?, “TIE SABBATIL

WAS MADE FOR MAN.”

{ JANUARY, 1854,

A WORD TO OUR READERS.
You are aware that our unpretending

periodical has now been in existence for
a year, and we would fuin hope that our
efforts for the better observance of the
Lord’s day have not proved altogetlier un-
availing.  Our articles, whetler original
or extracted, have, we believe, given
forth no uncertain sound. We have en-
deavored to base the Sabbatic Institute on
divine autherity, as the sure and safe
guarantee of its sanctification. We have,
100, often and again, expatiated on its in-
estimable benefits and privileges, whether
these apperiain to man’s physical, social,
intellectual, moral, or spiritual well-be-
ing. We have also fairly stated, and
weighed in the balance of the sanctuary,
the most pinusable objections that are
brovght against its moral character, its
perpetual obligation and its rigid observ.
~ance, whilst we have presenled mo-
tives of encouragement to perseverance
in upholding the integrity of this hallow-
ed Institute. ‘The progress of the Sab-
bath cause all over the world hias also had
a due share of our attention and space.—
In one word, we have done our best to
furnish, on the one band, sound material
for Sabbath reading, and, on the other, to

Lord of the Sabbath all the praise. At
all events, the committee, from the coun-
tenance and support they have received
from the friends of the Sabbath, have re-
solved to centinue this publization for ano
ther year, in the earnest hope that it may
prove self-sustaining, 'We have again to
remind you that you may have ten copies
of each issue for a dollar per arnum; and
surely this opens a door of usefulness ut a
very small cost. Ten copies assiduously
and perseveringly circulated might spread
a large amount of the most valuable infor-
mation connected with this high and holy
Institute, throughout a district.

OUR PERIODICAL STATEMENT.

Since oor last publication, nothing of |
any stirring interest has transpired in con-
nection with our cause. The various a-
gencies, whether operating through the
mediom of ecclesiastical councils or courts
or Lord’s day observance socicties, or
Sabbath Alliances, have been prosecuting
their work, steadily and perseveringly,
and, by various appliances, been lifiing up:
a standard against the enemy, whilst they)
have been pervading the mind of they
christian public with enlightened and ex-j
alted views ot the nature and design of|

stimulate to those exercises and employ-ihis Institute.

ments, calculated to make that day the
best preparative, as well as the surest
foretaste of that rest which remaineth for
the people of God. And now we have to
ask vou,whatimprovement y ou have made,
whether you have becn stirred up to a-
bandon certain practices which jour con-
sciences, enlightened by the Woid of Gods
Qistinctly told you, were repsgnant to the
design of this Institute, whether you have
yourselves drank more Ceeply into the
spirit of the obscrvance of this day, and
felt yourselves inspired wit's more carnest
longings to sec it more devoutly consecra-
ted to its bigh and important ends. If,

— o m_s  m— o — — ——

At Hoxe.

We are glad to observe that the friends
of the Sabbath are still continuing their
agitation on the matter of a half-holiday,
or & total cessation from all secular toil;
one half day of the week, on behalf of
our laborious handicrafts men, that they,
might give themselves to physical and
mental relaxation. The pseudo-philan-|
thropists of the day are still vocilerating
humanity for the working classes, and on
this plea are they urging the necessity of
running the Railway trains,and of open-
ing places of amusement on the Sabbath—
that they may-thereby get relaxation for

in any quarter, the Alliance has been ho- | the tired and exhausted bodies and minds
nored in effecting, through this humble in- of such. Miserable philanthropy ! Thcy‘
strumentality, any of these objects, we de-) would deliberately rob God of what he)
sire to be thanktul, and.to ascribe to theilms challenged as his own special proper-

ty s whilst they would begrudge in veri-
est selfishness—the gain of one half-day
of the week. Let the friends of the Sab-
bath continue to agitate this point, and
erelong will their efforts prove successful,
and thereby rid their opponents of this a-
pology, at least, for practices which are
not only in direct violation of the fourth
commandment, but utterly subversive of
the best and dearest interests of men.

The discussion of the Popish question
and of the cause of Temperance, is com-
pletely engrossing the attention of the re-
ligious and moral public, in Great Britain,
at present. Both these matters are inti-
mately connected with the Sabbath, both
theoretically and practically. Inno pure.
ly Popish country on the face ofthe earth
is the Sabbath respected and sanctified.—
On the contrary, with the exception of.an
bour or two in the forenoon, it is the prin-
cipnl day for pastime, sinful amusement,
dissipation and revelry of all'descriptions.
‘The saints’ day’s are externally, at least,
far more scrupulously observed than the
Lord’s day. Aund who has not seen the
cennection between Sabbath profanation
and intemperance, and how completely
they act and re-act on each other? Itis
matter of congratulation, then, to every
true friend of the Sabbath, to see'the pro-
minence now given to the Popish contro-
versy, and to the suppression of intemper-
ance. .

We believe that many of our readers
hase noticed, with thankfulness, the great
religious clange, judging externally, that
bas within the last twenty years discover-
ed itself in those belonging to the o Jical
faculty, in Britain, and the aid tbey are
rendering to the Sabbath by their unequi-
vocal testimony to what wo have styled
the physiological argument in favor of the
sanctification of that day. Ata recent
meeting of the Medical Missionary Socie-
ty of Edinburgh, Dr. Miller, Professor of
Analomy in the University of the Metro-
polis of Scotland, and with the spirit, aye,
and with the intellect too of 2 Dr. Farre,
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preseatedsto his saditors, mainly nompos.
ed of physicizns dbd surgeons, an ¢ dniira-
ble exposition of this very icteresting but
gtill slenderly-appreciated view of e Sab-
bath cause. We know not a more re-
markable or & mere instructive faet than
this, that the hebdomedal rest is indispen-
sable for the healthful vigor of cur physi-
cal frame, thereby placing the Sabbath in
the centre of the laws of nature, as_well
as in the centre of the deculogue,
In tne CoLoxNiEs,

It is cheering to observe the intercst
that is being taken in the Sabbath in se-
veral of the Colonies of the British domi-
nions, and by which, in many respects, its
observance is better than in the parent
country—a country which owesin a great
measure its destinction to the Sabbath,

We call the special attention of onr
readers to the synopsis given in our pre-
sent number, of the proceedings of the Lie-
gislature of Canada,—proceedings which
arzue well for the future.  Let the friends!
in Canada bestir themselves, and success
will crown their efforts. Let the oflice.

bearers of the various churches awakes is« Lord even of the Sabbath day,”—at the!z;q

and gird on their armour. Tet them en-;
great and exhort those over whom they
are placed to press the matler on the at-
tention of their representatives. Itisthe
God-fearicg and the Sabbath-keeping part
of the community that has been instru-
mental in carrying any important mea-
sure in connection with the Sabbath.  Al-
ready are the Canadians up and doing.—,
On Sabbath the 15th of this current!
month, at the réquest of the Kingston,
Sabbath Reformation Sociely, a great
numnber of the ministers in Upper Cana-
da preached on some branch of this im-
poriant subject. This is a noble begin-
ning for a fresh campaign. We give be-
low the letter of the Seecretary of thei
Kingston Association :—

|

1

Province tospecial simultancous preaching'
on the subject of the Sabbath.

It was recently resolved.by our Society to
reney the recommendation, trasting that it
may be at least as gencrally adopted as in
preceding years.

In taking a retrospect of the Sabbath move- !

forimparting a stimulus and atone to any|bour anddo all thy work: but the seventh
proctical measure that may bo subsequently |day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy Goil: in
adopted. Parliament iay be expected to it thou shall not do any work ; thou, nor thy
meet in February or March. Let us gird on {son, nor thy daughter, nor thy wan-servans,
our armour afresh and prepare for the rencw- {nor thy maidgervant, nor thine ox, nor thine
al of n contest, with whosa successful issue the |ass, nor any of thy catile, nor thy stranger
best interests ofour Provines avo closely in- that is within my gates; that thy man-er-
terwoven.  If on Saspari,Tie FirreesTi vant and thy maidservant may rest as well
oF JANUARY, every pulpit thronghout Cana-as thow  And remember that thou wast a
dabe devoted to the advocacy of this great servantin the land of BEzypt, and that the
question, it may, (with the Divine blessing) ' Lord thy God brought thee out thence, taro’
exert a most safutary inflience on our Rulers [a mighty hand, and’ by a stretehed-out arm =
in particular and the community at large. 'lhercﬂ)rc the Lord thy God commanded thee

There arc other teasures our Bxecutive 'to keep the Sabbath-day.”—That the lat-cr rea.
Committee have in contemplation of which {son isnot a snbs'ituted Lut an added one, is
due notice will be-given. Muanwhile, how- !manifest from the fact, that, when the com-
ever, they were anxious to lose no time in mandment was announced, along with the
giving publicity to the above recommendati- rest, by the voice of Jehoval, from Sivai, tie

et

‘h

on, contident that,as hitherto, it would bel

taken in goad part,and meet from not a few
with a favorable response.
Ropenrt F. Burxs,
Cor. Sec. Sabbath Reformation Socicty
Kingston, Dec 12, 18353.

TIHE CI1ANGE OF TIHE DAY, FROM
THE SEVENTH 10 TUE FIRST,
UNDER THE CHRISTIAN
DISPENSATION.

It does not require to be proved, that a
change of the day, for any special and divine-
ly assigned reason, makes no alteration in the
morai character and obligation of the institu-
tion —That such a change was made, by di-
vine authority,—by the authority of Ilim who
commencement of the Christian dispensation,
is what we aflirm ; and that the change was
from the seventh day of the weekto the first.

—1We argue this on the ground—1. OF 113!

OWN REASONABLENESS j—2. OF RECORD-
ED FACTS AND EXaMrLES;—and 3. OF pi-
RECT INSPIRED AUTHORITY.

1 I1s 0WN REASONABLENESS.—We mean
by this its @ priori likelihood, “There would,
of course, be nothing conclusive of this, were
it unsupported by more direet evidence.—
Bat it is a consideration, which may prepare
our minils for that evidence, by showing on
what side the probability lay. Our theory
of the matter is this. At theoriginal institu-
tion of the Sabbath, one special reason is as-
signed for its celebration:—+ On the seventh
day God ended his work which he had made;
and he rested on the seventh day from all
is work which he had wade:—and God
blessed the Sabbath-day, and sanetified i+, b-
CAUSE THAT in it he bad rested from ail his
work which God created and made,” Gen ii
2, 3.—Thn Sabbatlr was thus, originally, an

ins'ituted commemmoration of the great work |
Si,—For three years past the kird Sab !of creation,—a day tokeep men in mind of
bath in January bas” been-devoted by minis- | the arigin and of the Divine Originator of all|
ters.of various denominations throughoant the things,—of the power, and wisdom,and good-4

ness of the allglorious Creator,—and of the
duty of fearing, loving;worshipping, and serv-
. . 2

ing Him. This was the grand primary rea.
son of the Institntion; and by no change has
this reason ever been snperseded.—But when
the law of the Sabbath was long after enjoin-
ed upon the Jews, while this original reason

ment in Canada, there is much cause of gra- was assigned forit, as xetainingall its force,
titude. As much progress has been made as'an additional reason, arising out of their own
could really have been anticipated. Taking circums:ances, and the special kindness of
all the cireamstances of the case into account, Jehovah towards them, snpervenes upon the
the Parliamentary deleat was certainly tan-, former ;—isnot substituted for ir, but associat-
tamount to a victory. ‘Lhe above oceasion ed with it:—Deur. v. 12—15, “ Keep the

original veason alone is mentioned.

It is thus proved that, though the primary
reason could not be annulled, others might be
added toit If a second might, so mught a
third. Let the supposition, then, be made,
that at - the fulness of the time,” the com-

lation of the Saviowr’s redeeming work hail
cen assigned as a pew reason for the cele-
bration of the Sabbath, and that the day had,
at the same time, been retained  1Iad this
beendone, we should have been in precisely
the same cireumsrances—(only with the im-
portant exceptidn of the immense superiority
of our additional reason to theirs)—with the
ancient Israclites,when their deliverance from
Eaypt was superinduced upon the original
treason of the Sibbatic celebration.-—But mark
the differénce. Tho transecndent excellence
X glory of the work of redem iio_n, and the
‘surpassing preciousness of its blessings, will
not admit of its having the place of a
mere addiloinal reason for the keeping of the
day. It mustbecome the chief. It must have
the first place. It must take precedence even
of creation. TFirst in the divine estimate of
greatness, it must be first . man’s grateful
'and reverential commemoration.—Iow, then,
shall this priority be marked ? How shall
;r.he superior importance of redomption be re.
cognised and testified in the celebration ¥—
l\\"h;,', in oxder to give it the lead, the day shatl
ihe changed. Creation had the day before;
redemption shall heve it now. Not, in cither
case, exclusively:—for as, from the time of
the first promise, God was worshipped as Rs.
deemer as well as Creator; 20 Irom the time
of the fulfilment of the promise by the finish-
ed work of Christ, ilc continues to be wor-
shipped as Creator as well as Redeemer.—
Lut, his glory as seen “in the face of Jesus”
—in the wonders of that work of salvation
“into which Angels desire to lookx”—surpass-
ing his glory as scen in the external universe,
—and the benefit to man from the one so pro-
digiously exceeding that arising to him from
the provisions of the other;—lle is specially
owned and adored, on the christian Saboathk,
in the character of % T GOb OF OUR SAL»
vatriox.'—Now, such an arrangement re-
commends itself to our minds as reasonabie
and right. From the pre-cminent place
which REDExpTION holds in the revelation
of God,—being its grand discovery, and the
pervading thewme of its celebration, it is no
more than we might have been prepared to
expect.—~Thatthe fact was in cerrespondence
with the previous probability, may appear
from—

2. RECORDED FACTS ANDLEXAMPLES.—
It is assumed, that such facts and examples,

|

will prove a very suitable one for expressin% ' Sabbath-day to sanctify it, as the Lord bath

gratitude to the * Lord of the Sabbath,” anl.commanded thee. Six-days shalt thou la-

if found recorded in the New Testament, as
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We believe the ninth verse to be an infer.
ence from what he had established in the six
preceding verses ; whilo at the same time,the

THE SABBATIl OBSERVER.
having had place under the eye and with the the week. None will dispute this who are
ganction of Apestles, ave equivalent to pre- worthy to Le reasened with,—Such was the
ceptive injunctions. What the Apostles did, desigration,then, which that day bad acquir-
and what the Churches did under their sa-'cd among Clnistians at that carly period.— |inference’ was what he had it principallyin
pervision, must Lave L eendone inaccordance And what designation could be more appro-lhis view to bring out, from the argument
with thair divine Master's will—Notice, priate for the day on which, after having|contained in those verses—an argument of
then— jlecn @ deliverad for our «fiinces,” he was apparent intricacy, though real simplicity, in-

3. Act xx. 6, 7.—% And we sailed awey © raiscd  agein for ocur justification ?'—the'to which it s impossible here to enter.” He
from_Philippi, after the days of unleavenad day which sealed the divire acceplance of! is writing to Hebrews; and reasonably might
bread, and c:me unto than 1o Ticas in five his finisl ed work, and wastle prelude to his!it ke expected that amongst the varie:?of‘
days: where vealcde seven days.  Aud up-'final and wiverisal trivmphiy The day is|topies to which headvcrts, connected with an-
on the fitst day of the week, whan the disei. ! me—sacrcd  to Iim, and_to the exercise of cient observances and the changes under the
ples came together 1o Licak Wiead, Peul thankful commemoratiyve adoration for the re-|new cconomy, the Sallath should not be
preached to them, seady to depart on the mor- ¢en pticn dlected by bis 1esunicetion.— And | without notice. Tere, as we Lelieve, it is.-—
row, and continucd his rrcc( hauntibmidmght.”. with this passage we cannot but connect those | He vindicates the observance of a new Sab-

The infererce fram this passagess clear,— recerded” appearances of his to his disciplos‘b:\th-da)', under that cconomy, by ¥ the peo-
we with not 10 press it further thon it il after his sising from the dead,—in which he, | ple of God”—ihe New Testament Isracl—
bear,—that Paul waitcd at TLicas for an op- in a manney, pracically daimedit as his own,! The ground of vindication we shall see pre-
portunity of nceetivg with tle assonblod and set the example of its hallowed appropri- ' sently 2, The otber observation relates
church 5 that the day on which he enjoyed, ation. e appeated to tlem in the eveninglto the word  remaineth.”—¢Thereremainein,
this opportunity was, not the scventh or last' ofi] ¢ day of his 1ising.  Ile permitted Tho- ! thercfore, a Sabbatism {o the people of God.”
day of the week in the beginning of which he' mas 10 ) ¢main for a week in his incredulity, That the word may naturally refer to what
had arrived, bul the first of the following week. | and on the next fivst day of the week pre-'is “sesenved in heaven for them—as remain-
The conclusien is, that tl e clnistian brethiren sented himself again,—satisfied his doubts,'ing to be obtained and enjoyed by them all
were not accistamed (o meet on the day of and veceived his adoring bumage  Tis first]in succession-—is not_denied. It'is caough
the ancient and Jewish Sallath; and 1bat,iwo appearances scem thus to have Leen de. ' for our purpose, that it is capable, with equal
they twere ascustemed 1o meet ona day of signcdto mark cut the day as henceforth the | propriety, of referrving to what was in reserve

-

their own; that as their day of prllic wor-
ship they solemnized, not the seronth day, but
the first.

2. 1 Cor. xvi. 1, Now concerning (e
collection for the saints, as I have given or-
ders to the Churches of Galatia, «ien so do
ye. Upon the first day of the wedk, let cve-
ry one lay by him in stoxe, as Ged has pros-
rered nm, that there be no gatherings when

ceme.”  The same inference follows, Lc-
yond contradiction, frem this passage 5 that
the first day of the weck was the day of their
regular public assemblies for the worship of

9 «

4

apmomiate ccrememorative day forthe peo-
ple of Ged)—conascmorative of lis own work,
ile work of rcdeeming love.— And after his
ascension  the glovious day of the Sphiv's ef-
(fusion,—the Llessed day of the commence-
ment of ns 1eign —the pentecostal day,—
was alzo * the fust day of the week —And
to camplete this department of our plea, it
ought to ke oLserved what a correspondence
there is between “-the Lovds day” o< the de-
signation of the Clristian Salbath, ;v d « she
Sallath of the Lord” as one of the d~ignati-

;ons of the seventh day frem the beginning.

God  On that day they were lolay apart a;« My Sallwk” it was called by Jehovah—

portion of their gains, as their prorpcaity
might enable them 1o afford,—* putting itin-
to the Treasury” (that is of the Church) so

that when the Apostle came, there might Le,
no collections; that all might be ready to ks,

|

hand. But while this inference is indisputa-
ble, there is another and a fariher one hicm

. Does not tl:e one thus stand for the other ?

8. Dmmvcr INsPIRED AUTHORITY.~1e

"hesitate not in at once referring, for such au- : y
10. ‘There remaincth, ' of cacrifice :— If we sin wilfully, afier that
cople of God :—for! we bave received the knowledge ofthe truth,

{

thority, to Heb. iv. G,
therefore o rest for the
be that is enteredinto bis rest,he also hath
ceased fram his owy works, as Ged did from

this passage, whith is not less<valid.  Weylus”

have here, very evidently, the original week,

with a change in the day of rest.  We Lave a! this passage, which to us ap

period of sccular Lusiness, during which it is
supposced they may have experienced various

Befere dircctly stating the argument from
Eoms clear and

decisive, there are two remairks asto itsphra-
'scology which 1cquire the readers atlention.

degrees of prosperity in their respective call-:—1. 4 ¢ word whith in the former is trans-

ings =—and we have «a day on which a pro-
portion of the procceds of such Lusiness was

¢« there rencaiveth a rest for the

ilated res'— X
"—js net (as an English reader

:people of Ge

10 be set apart, and put into the Churcl’s cannot Lut suppose it to Le) the same with
‘Treasury, for a benevolent pmpose. Is not that which is so rendered threughout  the

this just the ancicnt arrangement, only with
the cliarge spccified,—six days’ work, and
oue daysvest?  Aic not the Apostle’swords
of much the same import as if he had saic—
Upon the doy of rest, put your contiitwions
jnio the ticasury, conscientiously preportion-
ing them to the measure of your snecess dur-
ing the days of lalour #—We have moie, then,
in this passage, than the mere fact cf the first
day of the weck having been the day on which

the churches met for worrhip :—we lave the,

jurther fact eslablished, we do not-sy with
absolute certainiy, that that day had now Le-
come he day of cessation fiom e cc-
cular engagements of the other siz :—ihe odi-
ginal week,—God's instituted week,~Leing,
not merely a pericd of seven days~—Luta pe-

ricd of siz days of labour and one of resty—sa- ing soeversuch a figure may be,a sound reason-
er will beware, without some betier cause, of|
ing into his conclusion a different
LoRrp's DAY.” 1t is assumdd that this was a,tcym, and cne capable of a different meaning,

cred religious rest. .
8. Rev. 1. 10. “1 was in tbe Spirit ox TnE

chapter. The Englsh 1cader who hasa Bible
with marginal annotations, will see that on
,the wargm it is yendered © @ Sabbatismyor the
Leeping of a Sallath) Itisin this verse a-
Jene thathis particular word is used. Inall
the other occmences ofthe English word
wypcst,” the Greek word is different ;~in vers-
es Ist, S1d, 5ih, 8th, 10th, and 11th. The
,word in verse Sth, is a noun of regular for ma-
tion fiem the verb which, in the Septuagint
'translaticn of the Old Testzment, is ueed for
Legnng a Sallath. We are satisficd, that
! there 1s more under this change of the ferm,
1tlmn czn Le accounted for on any mere prin-
'ciple of taste in camposion, or the desire to
represent the vest of heaven under {he figure
‘of on eternal Sabbath. Ilow just and pleas-

intreduc

natural day ; and that it was the first day of from that which he had used in his premises

A

|

}

|

|

for God’s people under the new spiritual ceo-
remy, called Ly him © the time of reformati-
on  Of the Old Testament saints he says--
“ These all, having received a goocd report
thiough faith, 1cceived not the promise ; Ged
havirg provided scme better thing for us, that
they, without us, should not be made perfect”
—-leb. xi. 39, 40. *“ When the fulness of tha
time came,” the “ promise” was ¢ re-
ceived,—the ¢ betler things,” before ¢ pro-
vided,” werc obtained. And in comme-
moration of the glorious acccmplishment of
the promise, and the finishing of the work of
1edemption, there # remained” this new ¢ Sab-
batical rest” to “the people of God” The
word js used ina sense similar to that in
which he applies it, negatively, 1o the subject

there ronaineth no more sacyifice for sins.”’—~
The * one offering” of Christ has finished and
set aside the entire sacrificial system. But,
on the contrary, there did “ remain” a special
¢ Sablatb-keeping,” adapted to the comme-
moration of this one offering, and of the com-
pletion Ly it of the great work of redemption.
The sacrifices. though rot exclusively Jewish,
yet being typical and ceremonial, were set a-
side, as having answered their end :—Dbut the
Sabbatb, being in its character moral, and
having ends 10 serve that were as imporiant
under the last as under previous dispensations,
“yemained.” DBut it remaired as a new day,
and with @ ncw and special subject of celebra-
tion.

We bavebefore taken notice of the reason-
ableness of the appropriation of a new day to
the celebration of the most glorious of divine
transactions. And having thus cleared our
way, jet the reader candidzfy obsc{ve,-dives-
ting himsclf of all prepossessions in bebhalf of
the cemmon interpretation, which has all the

'force of hiabit, and all the influence of pious

and delightful associations, on its side,-~

1. The beautiful and striking analogy be-
tween the reason assigned from this new Sab+
batic day, and that originally assigned for the
old :-—« There remaineth, ﬂ‘xcre?ore, a Sab-
batisio to the people of God: ror he that is
entered into his rest’he also MATH CEASED
FROM XIS OWN WORKS, AS GOD DiD FROM

1118.”"— Just suppose CHRIST to be meant by
« Ile that is enlered info his rest;” and the &
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nalogy is perfect and forcible. The very
reading of the words renders the conclusion
30 simple as to be irresistible. As when God
ceased from his work of creation, the day of
his reating was hallowed as a Sabbatism, ora
day of commemorative rest and religious ces
lebration ; so, whon Jesus finished Ais work
—the work of redemption, and rested from it
in his reception to the right hand of Gol,
that blessed day was, in all time coming, to
e the day of Sabbatical rest and celebration.
In the ordinary interpretation. the spivit of |
thig allusion, and of the analogy suggested by

New Testament Church, from the seventh
day to the first,~-a noticv which is nowhere’
in the cpistle, unless here —We now add—
that the view which wo consider the passage)
as giving of the First Sabbath is onc which:
accords precisely with the fact asto its real:
nature and design. For what is that Sabbath ?

prophecy could not refer to Jewishy and
must refer to Gospel times, is evident,
not only trom the place it oceupivs in the
chain of prophecy, of which it is a part,
but also from cortain notices oceurring in
itself, and not admitting of any other in-

It it not exactly what our explaration of the terpretation,  For it is connected, first

passage intimates,—a commemoration of the

finished work ot Jesug,—-of his triumphaatly
w ceasing from that work, and entering into

his vrest?” Is it not justa solemn and de.;
lizhtful celebration of this ?--a rest of the be.

it, is entirely lost. There is nota” vestige of lieving soul in the completed redemption 2-—

. - . . | +
it left. But, interpreted as above, so com-|in Jehovah's perfeet and eternal satisfaction cular,

of all, witli the revelation of** God’s right-
eousnesa,” and the * coming night of Iiis
satvation ;” whicl can 0. 'y be enderstood
of Gospel times, as is admited by all
sompl interpreters, and proved, in pari-
by the learned Vitringa, ‘Ihere the

pletely is it preserved, that the langaage cf iy it,—his “smelling a savonr of rest” in the duty and blessedness of observing the Sab-

God in Gen. ii. 1—3, might, in the full spirit
of it, be accommodated to the work of Jesus
when he rose from the dead, and the conse-
quent sanctification of the first day of the

week: # Thus the work of redemption was!

finished, and all its glorious ends seeured.—
Aud on the first day of the week, Jesus rose
from the grave, and finally rested from the
work he had done:—wherefore the ascended
_L?’rd blessed the FIrST DAY, and sanctified
1t

2. The # For” in verse 10, is plainly de-
signed as assigning a reason for what had been
stated in the verse preceding. But accord-
ing to the ordinary interpretation of the pas-
sage, it neither assigns areason, nor adduces
a proof, of what is therc aflitmed  ‘The sup-
posed aflfirmation is— there remaineth a
rest”—the heavenly rest— for the people of
God ;” and what seems to be assigned as a rea-
son, or adduced asa proof, of this is--* for
he that is entered into his rest”—the believer,
namely, who dies and goes to heaven—-he al.
so hath ceased from hisown works, as God
did from his” Now, apart from the unnata-
ralness of any such analogy as that between
the believer’s ceasing from is works on carth
and God's ceasing from the six days work of
creation,—and, we think we might add, the
presumption involved ie it,—we ave to ask
--how the believer's ccasing from his works
on his entering the heavenly rest can be a
reason why that rest remaineth for him--or
how it can be a proof that it does remain for
him? What kind of argument is imputed to
the inspired writer, when he is made to say
~-% There remaineth, therefore,
and everlasting rest to the people of God ; for
the belicver who cnters into that rest ceaseth
from-his own works, as God did from his ?”
Surely, there is here neither reason nor proof.
There isan unnatural and (to say the least of
it) sufficiently bold analogy ; and to the illa-
tive particle “ for” there is left no meaning
whatever:—whereas, on the other view, the

analogy—between God ceasing from the work | 726>

of creation,and the Sor ofGod ceasing from the
work of redemption—is beautiful and striking,
~—and the reason thenece arising—for a new
* Sabbatism to the people of God”—is perti-
aent and satisfactory.——Then—

3. All other censiderations are in ull har-
mony with this interpratativn. The change
of the word—from that signifying rest to that
which the Iebrews could hardly fail to un-
derstand -as meaning the Leeping of a Salbnath
—has been alrcady adverted to.~-So too has
the reasonableness of expecting that in such
an epistle—~an epistle a.d(lressed to Hebrews,
and for the express purpose of showing the
harmony between the old state of thiags and
the new, and reconciling their minds the more
tully 10 the latter—some netice should be

the heavenly  and the pledge.—Dr. IVardlaw.

| Sabbaths, and choose the tings that please

e

accepted sacriice of his Son 2 Is it nota day
of perscnal and soeial jubilee, of spivitual joy !
and praise, in mewory of Ilim who was * de-
livered for our offences, and raised again for
our justification 2 And did not the Spirit,
by the inspwed Psalmist, anticipate the ce-
lebration of this day, when he  dictated the
propheey—-* The stone which the Builders
rejected, the same is become the Iead of the
corner. ‘This is the Lovd's doing; and it is
marvellous inour eyes. Tuis 18 THE DAY
wicH Tt LORD HATH MADE: WE WILL
REJOICE AND BE GLAD IN IT
Thereisone objection tothe view given which
naturally occurs to the English reader,~-but
which a single word or two of explanation
will Le suflicient to set aside. In the verse
immediately subsequent to those on which we
have been comwnenting, the Aposties adds—
« Lot us labour, therefore, to enter into thati
rest.” Ilow—it is naturally enough asked:
—can believers be exhorted to labour to en-
ter into the keepingof a Sabbath? Certain-
ly they cannot, And were the only refer-
ence of the rest in verse 11th to the Salbba-
tism in verse 9th, this would be fatal to our
interpretation. Butitisnotso. Lhe objecti-
on proceeds on a misapprehension.  The ad-
wonition to “labour to enter mto hat rest”,
has reference, not at all to the Sabbatism in;
the 9th verse, but to the rest in the 10th,—
!1he rest into which ¢ IIe who has ceased from
lhis work” has entered; a rest which his peo-
tplearc all destined to share with Him; and
jof which our Sabbath on earth, in commemo-!
s ration of his work, are at once the prehibation

THE SABBATH IN GOSPEL
TIMES, SPOKEN OF BY
THE PROPHETS. -

« Neither let the son of the stranyer, that
hath jotned Limselfto the Lord, speak, say-
The Lord hath utterly separated me
from Iis people : neither let the eunuckh say,

Behold, T'am as a drytree.  For thus saith
tthe Lord unto the eunuchs that keep my

|

me and take hold of my covenant ; even
unto them will I'yive in mine louse and
ithin my walls, a pldace and a name bet-
ter than of sons and of daughters: I will
give them an cverlasting name, that shall
not be cut off”

And again, in another verse, express
mention is made of the keeping of the
Sabbath, as a characteristic mark of god-
liness, on the part of the strangers gener-
ally ; that is, the Gentiles who should join

bath are spoken of as belonging to the
eunuch, who, under the Mosaic dispensa-
tion, was excluded from the congregation
of the Lotd ; and also to the sons of the
stranger, who might also be said asa body
to be excluded ; the calling of the Gentiles,
and the removel of all outward personal
disabilities in God’s service, are unquesti.
onably marksofa New Testament Church;
aud yet, of succ a Churchit is expressly
predicted, tbat the observauce of the Sab-
bath was to form a distinguishing peculi-
arity. And finally, not only is the obsec-
vance of the Sabbath three times repeat-
ed with singu!nr emphasis~—which alone
might sufficiently distingaish it {rom a
mere céremolliul institution—but it is
coupled with the greater things of the law,
with laying hold of the covenAant, doing
justice, and loying the name of the Lerd ;
clem-]y impo\'tmg that its place wa3s with
the more important and permanent ap-
pointments of God’s kingdom. )
The only possible oljection, to which
the application of this prophecy to the con-
tinuance of a Sabbathi in gospel times may
seem liable, is, that in verse 7, itis suid
of those to whom the prophecy refers,
¢ Their bnrnt.offdl‘il)gs and their sacrifices
shall be accepted upon mine altar”. From
which it may be thought, that if the pro-
phecy does indeed point to gospel times,
yet as the things predicted.are couched in
language derived from the Jewish wor-
ship, no certain counclusion can be drawn
from the express mention of a Sabbath.
For, if tha offering of sacrifices must be
understood spiritually, why may nut the

lobservance of the Sabbath also be under-

stood of that spiritual rest wkich believers
in Christ enjoy under the gospel 7 If| in
the onz place, by outward institutions and
services, practised under the Jewish reli.
aion, the prophet intends inward spirituay
acts, is it not natural toinfer that he does
¢0 in the other also? There is the appear-
ance of truth in this objection, but noth.
ing more than the appearance., For the
way in which the sacrifices in question
are mentioned i3 such as necessarily to
tmply, that not outward and carnal, but in-
ward and spiritual, exercises are meant—
being spoken of as oblations that were to
be offered by eunuchs and Gentiles—that
is, by their personal ministry ;for the

gound of the trausition. in the worship of the]themselves to the Lord. Now that this; word serve, in versa 6, used of the con,
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verted Gentiles, isin the original that
which properly denotes service at the al-
tur.  In short, the persons named are re-

!

God could take no pleasure in the other.
But how different is the idea here given
[us of the Sabbath ! All solemnity, hon-

presented as exeicising the priest's office;i our, and deliglit 1o the pious heart, and in
und, therefove, what was said of'lhemfitsel[ so precious, that the due observance
could nat poseibly refer to anything pe-*of it, as required by God, should certain-
culiar to the Jewish priesthood, which ly bring along with it the higlest tokens
was strictly confined to the family of Anr-|and blessings of his love ! 'Thiz, surely,
on, but must certainly have been spoken’ does not savour of a ceremonial institute,
ofithat royal priesthood, compo.sed of every itself of infevior value, and, like all of its
tribe and kindred of men, who continuai- | class, soon to pass away into oblivion!
ly offer up, by Jesus Christ, spivitual sacri-t  We think no person, who candidly con-
fices to God.. But there is the very re-!siders what has now been advanced, can
verse of any necessary limitation of this ' fail to conclude that the testimony of the
kind, in regard to the mention which is prophets, coucerning the Sabbath, is in
made of the Subbath, Itis placed among, pertect accordance with the testimony of
those duties which are common to all ages, the Jaw.  They both aseribe to the Sab-

and all dispensations ; and the expression
used to describe the duty, © Keep the Sab.
bath from polluting it,” is such as unavoid-
ably to imply & strict und literal observ.
arce of the day of sacred rest, So that
the argument drawn from this passage, in
support of & Christian Sabbath, remains
in all its force ; and the pious observance
of it is held up to our view, as votha
clear evidence of a sound Cliristian state,
und an essential partof God’s worship
and service in Gospel times.

3. Another argument, precisely simi-
lar, is afforded by Xsa. lviii. 13, 14 :—

« If thouw turn away thy foot from the
Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my
holy day ; and call the Sabbath a delight,
the holy of the Lord, honorable ; and shal
lonor lim, not doing thine own ways, nor
Jinding thine own pleasure, ror speaking
thine own words ; then shalt thou delight
thyself in the Lord ; and I will cause thee

bath a place in the ordinances of God
very different from that assigned to those
insitutions of which the use was inferior
and temporary ; and elearly teach, that
as the appoiniment of a Sabbath, coeval
with the birth of time, had only buen for-
mully announced at the giving of the old
covenant, so it should survive the existence
of that covenant, and continue (o the end
of time, through the ages of that new and
better dispensation, which was to provide
for the highest well-beiug of man. both in
time and in eternity.—diliance 1Lract.

THE DOMESTIC INFLUENCE OF
THIE SABBATH.

To begin with those parties whose pie-
ty, if simple and devoted, is likely, by
the divine blessing, to diffuse itself over
the whole domestic circle, it is impossible
to overlock the influence of the Sabbath
on parents themselves, both as regards

to ride upon the kigh places of the earth,

their own spiritual prosperity, and their

the grace of life, helping and enconrage
ing one nuother in the way that leads
to heaven. But how willingly will all
testify, who know the thing oxperimental.
ly that but for the stated return of the
day of holy rest, with its quietness, ité
sacredness, and its scasonable aids and
opportunities, the things that remain
would soon sicken and die! Not that I
mean to insinvate—far be the thought
from ‘very Christian husband and wife
~—that it is not both binding and attain-
able on other days to walk together as
m the Lord’s holy presence, and to sup-
plieate together Iis gracious and effec-
tual benediction. Nay, the mutual and
holy obligation lies on them continuully
to care for one another’s souls, to watch
over ona another in love, to take sweet
and holy counsel together for the godly
upbringing of their offspring, to bear one
another’s bardens in that strength which
God alone can impart, and to seck from
Him the Sanctified use of every comfort
and of every trial. And evident, most
evident it is, that this cannot be attained
without the daily reading of God’s word,
maintaining of spiritual converse, and bow-
ing together at the footstool of the throne.
Bat still, in the overwhelming majority
of instances, the daily opportunties for
thess are comparatively brief, imper-
fect, and interrapted. To this the experi-
ence of thousands—sincerely desirous it
were otherwise—will readily and abun-
dantly testify ; to suy nothing of the un-
deniable fact, that but for the full flood
of Sabbath opportunities, under the
scorching influence of worldly cares and
temptations, these precarious brooks by

and feed thee with the heritage of Jucob,|fitness for discharging the momentous the way would speedily disappear and be
thy father : for the mouth of the Lord hath, duties which they owe to their offspring.  forgotten. - And it is only when the hal-

spolen #t.”

This prophecy dovs not contain such
definite marks as the preceding one, by
which we miglt at once determine, to the
satisfaction of every reader, its immediate
reference to Gospel times, That it does
refer, however, it not exclusively to these
times, at least not Jess to them than to
other times, or rather to them mainly, will
scarcely be doubted by any one who con-
siders the connection in which the pro-
pliecy stands, as both preceded and fol-
lowed by predictions undoubtedly peint-
ing to Gospel times, and who duly weighs
also the words themselves, in which the
prophet here celebrates the Sabbath.—~
‘I'he observances of the seremonial wor-
ship were, indeed, strictly binding upon
the Jewish worshippers, and, therefore,
inseparably conuected with their interest
in God’s favour and blessing, so long as
she dispensation stood to which they be.
longed. Batstill they were in themselves
a yoke heavy to be’ borne,.and imposed
only till the time of reformation—obser-
vances not absolutely, but only relatively
good, and so inferior to the higher parts
of the law, that,.apart from these latter,

It is too apt to be forgotten that thejlowed morn returns, that those who have
bond which unites human beings together, been harrassed and exhausted, and some-
1zxs husbands and wives, is not only thejtimes even tempted to relmqulshthexr.el—
! pearest and dearest, but the holiest of all | forts, can count upon sure and satisfying
earthly ties, It is selected by God him- opportunities of helping one another to
sel€ 10 shadow forth that ineffable and make up their spiritual way, and to re-
indissoluble union which subsists Le- cover their spititual strength and com-
tween the church and her Redeemer fort. Then it is that, the wo.rld's din be-
Lord ; itisa rare and precious relic,:ing hushed into a blessed silance, they
amidst all the imperfections that adherejcan listen with holy composure to the
to it, of the estate of primeval innocence still smu'll voice of dmne. wisdom a'nd
and Lliss; and in alludiog to the connec-‘cmnsola_uon, and_ without hindrance or in-
tion between the duties of tha married, terruption repait often to ll'lf‘: footstool,
life, and the use of means and ordinances. ,:md linger together there. Then it is
it is striking, that almost the only oth-jthat, with glad and th:\n‘kful.hearls, they
er peculinrity of paradise which has sur-; walk to the house of God in company,
vivod the ruins of the fall, is 10 be found;and having beheld the b.eaut)! of the
in that gracious appointment which per-) Lord, and been satisfied with his good-
petuates the keeping of @ Sabbath to thejness in the secret of biy tabernacle, they
people of God. return with renovated faith and paticnee

And close, indeed.is the connection that{to discharge their respective éphgatxons,
subsists between the rightand holy ob-land {obear one apother’s burdens.  And
servance of this primitive institation, and then itis that, afier the public service is
the right and holy fulfilment of conjugaljover, being furnished out of God’s o.wrn
obligations, To busbands and wives house, and hasving bread to eat which
having the light of the gospel to guide;the world knoweth not of, they are able
them, it is the plainest of all require-)

with singular advantage, to confer to
ments that they live as heirs together ofjgether about theiv doubts and their dy»
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ties, their hopes and their fears, their sor-
rows and their privileges; the Christian
husband sustaining with peculiar effect
the comely and venerable character of a
king and a priest in his own house ;5 and
the Christian wife, sitting beside him in
week and matron-like submissiveness,
and hearing, in the accents she loves best,
the wordsof elernal life, It should of
course be carvefully remembered, that this
implies the exercise of foresight and pre-
vious arrangement, to prevent worldly
cares nnd sometimes worldly visiters,

can read at all; and that they may fcel?account by pious and judicious parents ;
religion to be a strictly personal concern, not, indeed, by making the blessed day a
no domestic duty, however sacred, should seacon of gloom or of melancholy, (anfer-
beallowed to supersede this exercise ;) ror to be sedulously avoided,) but by
i1 addition to this. there ought to e the strictly guarding it against the intrasion
daily reading, in the presence of the as-iof worldly eares and occupations, and ne-
sembled househiold, of a portion of that sociating it in the youthful mind with all
holy word, from which ‘parents devive that isattractive and interesting in the
their authority, and children their encou- ' discharge of pious obligation, in the know-
ragement, which is the appropriate means ledge of a once crucified but now risen
of spiritunl nourishment to a Christiun Saviour, andin the experience of the
family as such, and which, in order to thejpowers  of the world to come. -~
right discharge of every relative, as well When in the morning of lifi the Lovd’s

from intruding on their sacred seclusion,

and also much prayerful fidelity in ap-|

propriating the Sabbath of the Lowd to
its own sacred employments ; but when it
is thus wisely provided for, and faithfully
devoted, how often is it found, even from
the influence it sheds on the days that
follow, to have been a day of the Media.
tor’s power, and a season much to be re-
membered!
But this natorally lcads to another
view of the subject closely connccted
with the foregoing. To christian pacents
it belongs, not only to comfort,and edify
ono another, bul to tralr up their childien
in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord, to watch for their souls, as they
that must give account. Interesting and
momentous charge! Awful responsibili-
ty! The thought of which might well
discourage the most assiduous, were they
not abundantly furnished with God’s own
instituted means, and animaled to the
diligent improvement of them by his ex-
ceeding great and precions promizes.
But here agsin, it cannot be but evident,
and the most faithfnl and dilligent pa-
rent will most readily verify the asserti-
on,—that were it not for Sabbath advan-
tages and Sabbath opportunities, the re-
sult of all other efforts
factory indeed. Ilere, however, let me
again gnard myself, aud that most care-
fully, against misconception. I do not
mean to insinuate—and far be the thought
from every Christian parent—that there
should not be, as far as possible, amidst
all the activities of life, the daily use of
means and appliances. That would be a
strange engrossment with the concerns
of a present world, that would leadus to
withhold from our tender offspring what
isncedful, from day to day, for their
bodly sustenance: and surely, it will
scarcely be denied by any genuine Chris-
tian, that the health of the soul of Lis off-
spriprg is, at least, as precious and impor-
tant as this temporal life. And accord-
ingly.in pious and well-ordered families,
the daily emPloxment, as far as may be,
of the following simple, but important,
means of grace, will not be mneglected.
In addition to reading by themselves a
short portion of the word of God, as a;
strictly devotional, and not merely rati-
onal or scholastic exercise ; (and to this,
children should Ye trained, assoon as they’

l

as holy duty, they ali constantly stand in day is thus rightly undeistood, and truly
)necd of fova light unto their feet and « honoured, it is often the happy means of
lamp unto their path. Besides, also, se- producing impressions which are never
‘cret prayer,one of the first and most pre- afterwards cffaced ; and then, what a
lcicus lessons that the young can be,wide and effectual door does it open for
trained to, and which they will not easily ;the full influence of all that 1s most pre-
forget altogether, ifearly and duly im- cious and venetable in the demestic eco-
pressed on them with the sacredness of anomy~—parental instruetion, parental ag-
fmherl’s a,ul]hority, land t?e ]tgrijdernes% lof 'th(:]my, pz;rtinlml \,vxsiom, }‘)]:\rgn:]nl (})xe_zty,
a mother’s love—there should be statedly and parental love! Sacred, indeed, is a
offered, on the domestic altar, Lowever, parent’s aylhomy, and more than us‘uall.y
humbly, the morning and evening sacri- depraved is that youthful heart which is
fice of prayer and supplication with not alive to its sacredness; but, assured-
'llmnksgiving ; old and young bowing to- lyh it has d(}ulivle (ﬂ‘lc(ixci)), wh;-n the evil
gether at the throne of the beavenly:influences of the world being for a season
yarace, and pleading’ with united hearls'ahcgexher guspended, the domestic king
{for all that 1hey stand in need of, from and priest, in the name of the Lord of
]Him who is their Father in heaven, the|the Sabbash, comman_ds his children and
Maker, the Preserver, and the Saviour  his bousehold after him to heep the way
of them all. Ard in addition to that|of the Lord, and lead them to the mount

would be unsatis- i

blameless exemple which everg parental
movement should exhibit to the filial eye
there should be seen, at all times, a prae-
tical and intelligible reference to Him
who is the guide of all his people’s foot-
sieps, the strengtli of their hearts, and
their everlasting porportion,

But bere again, it must be equally ob-
vious, as in the case formerly illustrated,
that, without the advantages of a Sabbath,
shutting out the cares of a present world,
innd affording time, and quiet, and seclu-
jsion for more sustained and concentrated
efforts and more abundant supplication,
—it must be evident, cspecially to par-
ents themselves, and that exactly in pro-
portion to the experience they have had
in the discharge of their heavy responsi-
bilities, that without the protection, the
opportunities, and the precious privileges
of the Lord’s-day, all their other efforts
would be extremely apt tobe given up,
and, while they continued to be put forth,
would be of little avail.

Wherever the Sabbath is honoured,
there are associations of sacredness, aris-
ing from the very return of that day which
is called the ZLord's, and is devoted to
his service, which tell powerfully on
the tender minds of the young, and which,
among other endeared associations, recur
frequently even to those who have bid
adieu fo their native country, when they
travel back in imagination to the scenes

of ordinances, o bekold the leauty of the
Lord, and to inquive in Iis temple.
Venerable and lovely indeed, is the ex-
ample of a pious parent, and fitted at all
times and in all circumstances to exert o
most salutary influence and that in many
different ways ; for it 's one of the admira-
ble provisions of the domestic constituti-
on, that he whom God has placed over
them, invested with a portion of his own
authority, and whom they are to * oey
i all things, for this {s well pleasing un-
ito the Lord,”—supposing him to bea
Christian indeed, conformed to the image
of the Great Master of the household,
and behaving himself wisely in a perfect
way,—is an object in every way fitted
to tell powerfolly and beneficially on the
tender affections of the young; at once
commanding their veneration, engaging
their undoubting cor.fidence,inspiring them
with gratitude, awakening their strongest
sympathieg, and by all these concurring in-
fluences, attracting them to the imitation of
those virtues which are the daily objects.of
their admiration and love. Of all this,
evary one knows, the influence is prover-
bial, and peculiarly fitted to impress the
minds of the young, both while the loved
example lives and moves before them,
and still more when he whom they trusted
and venerated comes to be luid in the
silent grave. DBut now, of all that is in-

teresting and sacred in & parent’s worth

of their early days in this chosen land of and a parent's tender love, what, T would
Sabbaths and of ordinances.  This feeling ask those who can speak {rom experience,
is capable of being turned to the very bestjaffect the young so strongly at the time,
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or recurs so readily to the memory afier-
wards, when dwelling on loly and happy
passages of their history that will be ve-

‘ed. And, asis always the case, when a gen- 'mand for pauper-relief which will thereby be
eral glut takes place inany department of created. We bave only to turn our aves to
public business, the price of labour {falls —{a neighbouring country to be satisfied that'
Men who happen to be destitute of work are sucli a state of things cannot fail to  destroy

4 L ) I *
S;’:I:z:l z‘\‘:d “b"(::‘l;';):u(l):‘l:s::;r‘::, a’::] S’\‘l‘;!l))‘:(‘ll:  ready to volm}tccr their servive ata cheaper all ‘plghlic confidence, and thus produce a se-
. o s irate than  those who are in  employment.——paration of interests which ought to be, and
sanctities,and Sabbath gndx-mmenss ? An_(l The svale of prices is thus made to deerecase, which in other circumstances would have
how easy an cxplanation dees this admit and it will continue to do so, until the unfor-| been, united.
of, when we think either of those public| tnlmal'e opemlivol is rcduccdlto the u;.mvoid:x-
rivilemes or those private opporlunities: ble alternative of accepting less pay for scven i
B bich the Sabbath brings along with i, day'’s work than he formecly recsived torsiz. | THE SABBATI IN CAYADA.
e ol Tva all ' 3. Athivdevil is~the detororation which this|  The Canadian Lecislature, durine its re-
und to both of which I have alludedal-’, 0, 5 oddnce i the charael 7! cont sescion. anpointo » during
eady. It cannot fail. one would think 8 caleulated (o produce tnthe characler an !9en session, appomte_d a committee to make
ready ) + ' condition of the labouring classes.  Here we'inquiries into the subject of Sabbath labor un-
to have some powerful and permanent pave no need of arguing the question. The der goveinment control, including the con-
cifect on the young, when they go with , facts are before usin the demoralized state ‘ veyance and delivery of letters by the Post-
their parents to the house of God, at their of those wotkmen who are subjected o Sab- offico on the Lord’s day Publie atiention
desire, under their authority, after their bath toil. Take, for example, ourdrivers of had previously been very wisely directly to
exampie, and in theiv *loved society, aud street vehicles: The degradation and imwo- the subject of Sabbath observance generally,
there, in solemn fellowship with God's, r?ll“-‘;lo:.‘l‘;? ;:lass "5 Y‘S‘“"‘“s“lll)!" l““k.'ifl’“’l?g;:“;f ;‘; ltixc\ll(éeptll:ﬁr& th{g "“';‘bf}: of g".“m"s “l"s"lf
. . S . 7l od~~their dishonesty isproverbial.  They are. ¢ Legisls rom both provinces
people, a.nd In the '“ &y of G;’ s zlp pu'mt:,: suspected by their employers—suspeeted by petitions, with 17,481 signaturgs, having been
ment, unite in ad'omuon of that Gracious'\he public-—suzpected by one another. A- presented from Upper Canada, and forty,with
Being whom their parents worship, and gam, take the workmen engaged on the En. 3000 siznatures, trom Lower Canada, making
wait on the preaching of that gospel glish canals. There wera few facts clicited 'a total of 20,481 petitioners, Episcopalians,
which, while it is the power of God uato in the evidence before the Select Comwmittee l’rcsb_ytermns,_and Mathodists,  ‘The commit-
salvation, ever tends, in proportion as it | olt‘ t}xe ngsc otug}ommoxl\s in 118‘3';’, solmulim- E tcle of tl\e_Ltc',Hy“l'a‘tutrc 1:1311101119 schedule of in-
- 3 . 0y 2 " S : -
i receivad fnta the bear, 1o draw_closor 4oly sl appaliog s those phch rlated o (e fobtllgont and leding mop i ove-
‘}}05‘3 pure and }“‘PI’Y ties which Go‘]iJamcs Panther, clerk 10 a firm trading be-!both provinces, with a view to gathering the
himself has appointed. And when the yvoon London and Birmingham, dedared, prevailing opinion. A dizestof the replies to
solemn assewbly is over, a blessed infla-{(ha, n consequence of the men being depriv- | the questions is embodied in the committees
ence goes home upon the family, whichjed of their day of rest they had become! report, from which we shall exiract a few spe-
tells, both at the time and alterwards,|completely demoralized-~-nay, that the'cimens, showing, upon the whole, a remarka-
an their character and conduct ; promotwf’ﬂm_’;ﬂ I““mcll’"-" {m;l gecomeﬂ s t}vmated ::]l;'rfl“ef:‘r:(ll‘; S“.afg of {;‘1’."]":3 n "’(-3-":;‘1 “’l tho
fnor ssohnpo i and in its nature and tendency that the com- al and religious obligations and the physi-
:'l:aTa:?v:ah(?utgl? (;I;?;;Sﬂz:;:jSingl:;lnsct?ag imission. of one_sin was made the plea for 'cat advantages of the Sabbath, and a strong
. S end > 'abounding in iniquity. ¢ Ihave reproved, concurrence with the opinionsof the christian
mg.the filtal, as well as the parental .af'-, sin,” said he “in all its forms, swearing, for | community in the mother country.
fections ; and producing a result which jnstance; when I have done so, they say,| To the question,  Would the injury to
even the world can appreciate, and which ¢ \What is the use of leaving off sin, weare trade, or inconvenience to individuals, arising
should always distinguish the dwelling- oblized to break one, we will break the whole | from the closing ofthe Post-oftice on the Lord’s
places of the righteous, the comely and , That was the geaeral principle they advocat-}dﬁ)'.ﬂlgv 50 grc;at ag tg,%ustir}' the opening of
consistent exhibition of * the things whick, ¢ and 3}1%)1'13;2 itin practice ina great mea’, &' ot ;“eel;)‘?';,f;j‘i‘. woull f;;”;";:d ‘gg,mgh?g;
. S . .y, SUTC. v e s é at iy s 4
are (rve, andyast,mfdlconm able, and pure,, in them by their employers, so much so? tBa:imkc the opposite view, Lower Cana(l){'\. being
and of good report.’—Bev. W. Glover, they required a quartoiy of the boat to l(:ck‘again.nearl{l %qually di\i({ed, g'xteen in the
- o up the spirits, wine, furniture, &c., so that'negative and fourteen ia the aflirmative. A-
EVILS OF SECULAR LABOTUR. ‘tl?ey shonﬁd be secure, in adidition to the locks' zain, “ Do you think mail steam-boats and
1. The certainty of the first great evil to' put on them” If such are the effects in the mail stages should be relieved from starting
which we have referred, viz——an increase in'caso of those trades who have not the oppor-'on any route on the Lord’s day, so far as the
the number of the unemployed—will be appa-| tunity of observing the Sabbath, what shall! government s concerned” ? ~ Forty-four in
rent, when  we consider that the adding of they be in the event of every trade being de-| Upper Canada and twenty-four in Lower Ca-
one-seventh to the working time is precisely ' prived of this opporiunity ? nada answer in the affimative, two adding,
equivalent to the adding of one-seventh to thc‘ 4. A fourth evil which we have mentioned * except in cases of urgent necessity” ; cight
working hands, Any given quantity of work 'as consequent upon the introduetion of a ge- only are of a contrary opinion. A diversity
which it requires fourtcen men o completein . neral system  of Sabbash labour is—the des- | of opinion is bronght ont as to * the stoppage
six days may be accomplished in seven days'truction of all public confidence. It is mani-iol stages and_steamers on the Lord’s day”,
by twelve men.  Thus two of the number re- fest, that the prosperity of society depends in | whilst travelling with the mails; but thirty-
main unemployed. It is true, and this fur-!a gfcat measure upon the degree of confidence ! ~ix answers aflirm that the arrest put upon
nishes an additional argument against the‘su%sisting between the various sections of these conveyances on Sabbath would be pro-
upholders of Sunday labor, that in heavy!the community Where the employer hasductive of namjury. One answer bears that
work, where the exorcise of the physical pow- little or no confidence in tha employed, oriby doing the business of seven days in six,
ers is overstrained, the result will exhibit a' where the public have little or no confidence!a seventhypart of the expense would besaved ;
directly inverse ratio In this case,that which/in either, it will invariably bo found that|another, that by discontinuing Sabbath tra-
might ~ be finished insix days by fourteen'trade stagnates, property and life are endan- | velling, a better class of men would be em-
wen who enjoy their weekly interval of rest,' gered, and a spirit of insubordination and!ployed on the conveyances, and [{)roprxetors
will, in all probability, require sixteen orcigh-‘ﬁissatisfaction pervades all classes of the peo-|and the public be proportior~ily benefitted,
teen men who have not this advantage ta!ple. The preservation of this confidence| Two more questions from the .chedule: * Do
accomplish in sever days But in light em-'must therefore be an object of impartance.~-!vou think t'hc canals should Le closed on the
ployment, where the sinking of the health and. Let us see _whether this will be effected by | Lord’s day”? Forty-five in Upper Canada,
spirits is gradual, and therefore not so speed- the imti(u(_ion of a system of Sabbath Jabour.] and nincteen jn Lower Canada, answerjn tha
ily felt, the result to which we have alfuded; The Working Classes, as we have shewn, willjaffirmative, and only seven in the negative,
is inevitable. be thereby deprived of all time and opportu- |+ Would the closing of the canals on the Lord’s
a. A second cvil, and one with which the ' nity for mental and moral improvement—the|day beinjurious ? And if so, how” 2 Thirty»
former is closely connected, is—a diminution ' rate of wages will be reduced—tha demand}iwo answer simply, that it would not be inju-
in the rate of wages, We have seen that the for labour _(’]’iminisbed-——the number of the un-|{vious, and many others give: s?ecxal replies tor
necessary tendency of Sabbath labour is vir-'employed increased--and as an inevitable re-1the same effect. In Lower Canada fourteen.
tually to increase the number of working'sult, new and heavier taxes imposed upon she|answer in the negative, and only fourin 143
tands. The labour-market is thusoverstock~ body of.the people in order - to meet the de-|aflirmative. .
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THE SABBATHI OBSERVER.

‘I'he testimony of the Ma‘yor of Kingston,
John Counter, Ksq.,is specially of importance.
‘This gentleman stated that he employs 150
men, and turns over £100,000 in a year, but
has not opencd his letters on Sabbarth for the
last quarter of a century that he has been in
business, nor has he ever compelled his ser-
vants 1o work on the Lord's day. 1leis of
opinion that the stoppage of the Sunday mails
and Post-office delivery would be a public
benefit: “1 believe”, said he, * that from the
active nature;of man, an occasional cessation
from labor i3 necessary to prevent him from
being too much engrossed with the things of
the world, enabling him also to resume his la-
bors with renewed vigor of body and mind. 1
think that mn could not rcmain a moral and
religious being, while living in disobedience
to the divine command, ¢ Six days shalt thou
labor and do all thy work, but the seventh
day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God;in
it thon shalt not do any work’ ”, &e.

Leaving Canada, with this nobls example
of the Mayor of Kingston, we turn from the
subject of Sunday work to that of Sunday
play. Germany isoften held up 10 us in this
country, by frivolous tourists, as an example
for our imitation in the matter of Sunday mer-
rymaking, Thishabst isindeed the usnal con-
<omitant of a state of political despotiém, as
witness France and Prussia in the prezent day,

regardless of a due subservienee to religious‘, _Ameri.ca to my mind the most hallowed, I
principles. Your commitrce would commend‘ i3 the lsla.nd. whe‘rc ﬂ_xe fatigued, desolate, al-
to all our citizens the superior claims 10 re-'most perishing pllgm.ns spent taeir fisst Sab-
gard and veneration of the time-honored cus-‘balh. Yes! there tiey stopped and rested
fom of our fithers ; and they trust the day i3 the seventh day, and !ml.lowcd it, bccapso
far distant when we shall exchange the ‘sound they would not descerate iteven in seeking
of the church-going bell’ for dands of music rest O noble comniens ement of the founda.
and revelry; and the cervices of prayer :mr]| tions of'an enterpri-e, ike which the world
praise, befitting a christian people m the ser- never saw, nor probabily will again see ever!
vice of Goil, for the plays ot pastimas, sach as. Within half an hou’s sail of the voast, nay,
are granted hy despots to their enslaved sulu-'} \'vnhm ten munutes’ sail, il the wind and tude
jeets: If we value at all the priceless Jegacy 'favoured, of the place where they were to
of our frec government, which has been be- abide all the rest of their pilgrimage, they
queathed to us by i's founders, whercin we moored at the island, and would not again set
enjoy all that is valuable in liberty awl free- sail that day, or take an oar in hand, or do
dom’ (for we_regard liberty without law as aught of worlilly work, bevause it was the
the most awful infliction with which Heaven Lovd’s d.:\) ! Awl therc upon that desolate
ever permitted a doomed people to be cursed), sland, trost-bodud, habitattonless, beneath a
we can look forward with no plea-ant antici-, snowy sky, or what was worse, freezing sleet,
pations to the day when all the hallowed as- they dedicated the hoars of the Sabbath to
sociations that cluster around the christian the worship of God!  There is nospot in all
Sabbath shall be drowned by the din and de-| this scene, on which the vision rests with so

filement of Sanday deseeration and debauch-
ery”.

}"l‘he committee, wisely regarding the nati-
onal happiness as depending lese upon the
form of government than upon the virtue and
intellizence of the commuanity, recommend a
steadfast adherence to those principles with
{ which the welfave of the people and the hopes
tof the republic are inseparably ilentified;

solewan amd thrilling an interest ag that.

And what a vemarkable manifestation of
character it was,—what a proot of supreme
regard to God, and belief in his Word, and
obedienco to it: Might they not have rea-
soned that the work of sceking shelter, in
which they were then engaged, was a work of
necessity and merey, that the season of winter
was alveady far advauced, thet every day was

!
[
t

wnd our country in the time of the Stuarts{and whilst offeringa welcome to the patives, preefous, and thatone night’s delay might be

md the Book of Sports. The German emi-
mrant settlers in Newark, wishing to indulge
heir loose notions of Sabbath-keeping in the
‘ashion of their own country, presented a pe-
ition to the Common Council, praying for
such a modification of the existing law as to
permit them to * visit wine and beer saloons,
and the like, and to engage in such amuse-
meuts as they had been accustomed to in their
native country”, The petition was remitted
' toa_committee, whoss report is published in
the New York papers, and an admirable do-
cument it is, although too long for being tran-
scribed at length. “The report bearsa power-
ful testimony to the divine obligation of the
Sabbath, to its religious and soeial benefits,
and,—what we request the working classes of
this kingdom earnestly to consider,—the inse-
raravle connection betwixt a well-kept Sab-
ath, on the one side ; and on the other, the
rights of citizenship, and the progress of the
laboring man in all that conduces to his wel-
fare arnd dignity.

The decades of France, when the Sabbath
was abolished during the madness of the first
revolution, afford a salutary warning to na-
tons, which, like England, Canada, and the
United States, have prospered in proportion
to thair reverence for the lawsof God. The
miserable condition of Mexico, and the South
American republics, where the Sabbath is
aractically annulled or made a mere holiday,
night have afforded ancther example of the
tanger of cashg off the fear of God in the
Lovernment of the world :—

* The example of France, fifty yearssince,
vhere the christian religion and the observ-
ace of the Sabbath were set aside 1y the
wild frenzy of a people just released from the
restraints of law, was succeeded by a ¢ reign
of terror’, before which was swept out of ex-
istence every vestige of religion, virtue, hap-
pmess, and liberty, and all I'rance was made
a vast charnel-house, which found its necessa-

ry termination in despotism ; and such would
be the vesult here if the same unrestrained li-
vence should be given to the passions of men,

unschooled in the elaments of seif-control, and

iof every land 1o settle in their territory, they
remind them that their choice is voluntary,
and must be made on the reasonable condition
that whatever their previous habitsmay have
boen, tiiey must contorm to the laws and prac-
tice of the country of their adoption. These
laws the committee conclude by recommend-
ing to be firmly and mgourosly enforced, with-
sut respect to persons or country. The unan-
imous deliverance of the Common Council
was in accordance with the recommendation
of their commiitee. It is subjoined :—

« Resolved, That the City Marshal and his
assistants, and all other executive police offi-
cers of the city, be, and ave hereby directed
10 enforce strictiy or rigorously the laws and
ordinances for the preservation of the fran-
quility of the Sabbath, and the prevention of
{the traflic in intoxicating liquors.

« The report and  resolutions werc unani-
ly adopted”.~—Seoltish Guardian.

THE PILGRIM FATIIERS AND 11E
SABBATIL

TFrom the highest point amidst the scenery
that overlooks the rock of our forefather’s
first permanent landing, and includes so ma.]
ny points now of the deepest interest, we have
looked abroad over the harbour, the islands,
and the seca. By the providence of God,
these pilgrims stopped at Plymouth. 'This
rock, then washed by the flowing tide, and
surmounted above by the primitive forest,
was their first landing-place, indeed, for the
purpose of a habitation and a grave, upon
this rock-bound coast, but not the first spot
hallowed by the freedom and the sacredness
of their religious worship. No! The:cis a

1

i

'productive of great evil?  Might they not
"}lavc argued that here, where none but God
‘beheld them, God who knew their hearts,
;aml knew ihat they were labouring for him,
'and who had said that the Sabba‘h was made
for man and not man for the Sabbath, they
might relax for once their strictness, and con-
tinue their course, more especially as there
were none to be alfected by their example ?
Iow many a descendant of the pilgrims, un-
der the pressure of a much less necessity,
has put the claims of conscience benecath
those of expediency, and made the demands
ot God'sinstitution to wait upon man’s conve-
nience! None to be affected by their exam-
ple! Andwhat one movement or act of those
pilgrims, or sentiment, or opinion, or coiour-
wy of life, that will not exert an influence to
the latest generation? It might be said thas
the guardian genius of the after age was
warching them ; and in acting conscientious-
ly and faithfully towards God,they acted safe-
ly, wisely, righteously towards man. They
so acted in this manner of keepiug the Sab-
bath, that a world might imitate them. That
day, kept for God on that island, has sent
down a blessing for all the posterity of the
pilgrims—those costly prayers and praises, a
preserving sustaining influence throughout
New En-jand, to make the descendants to
the Pilarims & Sabbath-keeping people; and
none buta Sabbath-keeping people can be
traly free.—Dr. Cheever.
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