AUGUST

Eighth International Nunday school ( myvention i
International Bille Lessons

Lesson

David's Kindnes ¥ <G
Lesson V] David’s Victori

14
Lesson V1] David's Confessio 1 2
Lesson VIIL - Absalom's Rebellion 150
Lesson IX.—Absalom's Deatly 180

Primary Teachers' [y pirtment
Some Mother’s Chilg 10N
The Expelled Seholuy ¥ rein ‘ 198
The Kindergarten iy the Sunday-Sehool 198
Poor Little Astep 1 : § 1909
Book Notices R ¥ ¢ 510

\

g “esegorss U
.. WILLIAM BRIGGS *

Haltfax: IR
. . . Publisher ., , . S. F. HUESTIs i




AD VE’ETISEMENTS

A Boon to Bible Students

FOR SALE BYALL LEADING

WHOLESALE
AND RETAIL DEALERS

A Chance to Make Money

New BiBLE CHART

Of the History of the First
Century of the Christian Era
and the Principal Events in
the Life of Jesus Christ.".".

CompiLen By

1 have & s es and peaches, a year old, fresh as
ey Librohyiid e o ot | REV. Wo H. WITHROW, D.D., F.R.S.C.,

when picked. 1 use the California Cold
heat or seal the fruit, just put it up cold, keeps ,wl"vrlly
h, and costs almost nothing ; can put up a bushel in
inutes, Last week 1 sold directons to over 120
8 ; anyone will pay a dollar for directions, when
see the beautiful samples of fruit, As there are
many people poor like myselt, I consider it my duty to
give my experience to such, and feel confident any one
can make one or two hu- dred dollars round home in a
few days. 1 will mail sample of fruit and complete
directions, to any of your readers, for eighteen two-tent
stamps, which is only the actual cost of the samples,

postage, etc,, to me.
FRANCIS CASEY, 8t. Louis, Mo,

NOW READY.
Indactive Studies in Tueology.

Sin and the Atonement.

By.N. BURWASH, S T.D., LL.D.
Cloth, 75 cents.

A Biblical and Arminian discussion, of the great central
doctrines of Christianity. This \nl\llm will commend
itself to all thoughtful readers,

WILLIAM BRICGS, Wesley Bulldings, TORONTO.

The Leading
PRINTING INK

Manufacturers are

THR ....

Fredt . Levey Gompany

59 BEEKMAN STREET
+»+« NEW YORK

FPEOIALTY:
Fine BOOK, CUT and

From Scaife's Comparative Synoptical System. With
new and specially-prepared Map of alestine and
Plan of the City of Jerusalem, ‘Size, 24 x 33
inches. Lithographed in nine colours

~and mounted on rollers,’,

$1.00 net, postpald,
150 & “

— | WILLTAM BRIGGS, Wesley Buildings.

C. W. COATES, Montreal. 8, F, HUESTIS, Halifax,

For Over Fifty Years
MRS. WINSLOW’'S

SOOTHING SYRUP

has been used for children while teething. Tt soothes
the child, softens the guis, allay« all pain, cures wind
colie, regulates the stomach and bowels, and is the hest
remedy for diarrhwa, Twenty-five cents a bottle. Sold
by all druggists throughout the world.

FOR THE

POCKET SIZE OF K. D. C.

and be convinced of it curative power for I istress
After Eating, Ac artburn and all other

" NDIGESTION.

Free ~u|n)-]n of K. II C.and PILLS mailed to
dress. K D, C. Co. Ltd., NEW GLASGOW,
Srara Streer, BOSTON

Wy ads
1

LIVER
COMPLAINT.

B. B. B, regulates the Bowe!
cleanses the Blood, arous
the Liver toits proper actio
and cures Biliousness ar

BBB

FOR THE

HALF-TONE BLACKS.

BLOOD

Sick Headache.

lering goods, or in making inquiry con:

n ord umlna
nubmhtru agwell as the advertiser. by stating that you saw the advertisement in Tnl BUNDAY 80HOO!

n this M you will oblige Mr
L BANNER.

Few m
active syr
of Canad
to the lat
and Newf
teachers ¢
every Sun
ture. Th
of this gre
school Co
years, It
one before
Chicago, a
including
Louis an e
convention
city of B
claim that
City. Thi
ance in tha
ternational
will be thie
render thei
sation,

The Inte
tained on
although a

Great Brit:
tinent, also

The Less
pal Protest:
and Americ
do with the
comments,
six or seven
denominatic




VoL XXX

AUGUST, 1896,

[No. 8.

Eighth International Sunday-
school Convention,

Few movements of modern times enlist more
active sympathy than the Sunday-school work
of Canada and the United States, According
to the latest statistics of these two countries
and Newfoundland a tots.] of 11,695,207 (1893)
teachers and scholars are engaged in studying
every Sunday the same portions of Holy Serip-

lishing houses prepare their own notes and
comments for their own Sunday-school peri-
odicals and commentaries.

The literature that is thus created is of
enormous volume and of very great value,
The Sunday-school Times at Philadelphia, the
Sunday-school Chronicle, of London, are inter-
denominational organs of very large circula-
tion, and employing high-class™ talent in their

reparation. The publications of the great

lenominational houses, the Methodist, Presby-
terian, Baptist, Anglican, Congregational and
other societies, are of still vaster volume,
They are of every grade from large illustrated

ture. The only nexus or

of this great arruy is the International Sunday-
school Convention which meets once in three
years. Its last session was at St. Louis, the
one before in Pittsburg, the previous one in
Chicago, and before that in other leading :ities
including one in Toronto in 1881. At St.
Louis an earnest request was made to have the
convention at the city of Montreal, but the
city of Boston also put in such an earnest
claim that it was decided to hold it at the Hub
City. This meeting is one of special import-
ance in that the committee, by whom the In.
ternational Sunday-school Lessons are selected
will be this year appointed. These gentlemen
render their valuable services without compen-
sation,

The International system is more fully ob-
tained on this continent than in Europe,
although a very large number of schools in
Great Britain, and a less number on the con-
tinent, also adopt the International system.

The Lesson Committee represents the princi-
pal Protestant denominations of Great Britain
und America. They have nothing whatever to
do with the preparation of the lesson note. and
comments. They merely select for a period of
six or seven years the Scripture lessons, The

denominational Sunday-school editors and pub-

t to cheap fly leaves which fall thick as
leaves in aut; They are adapted to every
need from the wealthy city school to the re-
motest hamlet in the country, and are a great
unifying force organizing into one grand army
the schools scattered over two hemispheres,

As these pages pass through the press the
International Convention is in session at Bos-
ton. We will furnish a concise report of its
proceedings in our next number,

—
Opening Exercises,

THE opening exercises are no small part of
the influences that go to make up the power of
the Sunday-school as a whole. =The first five

i o{ a Sunday-school ordi ily decide
vhe session for the day, It
8 i dent, therefore, to con-
sider well what is said, and how it is said, at
the beginning. There is, in our opinion, noth-
ing that so solemnizes the school and puts the
teachers and pupils into a reverent and devo-
tional mood as a strict observance of the re ular
Order of Service for the o ning of the school,
If you have not tried it, do so, and in all pro-

ility you will continue the pra: lice.—Qur
Young Folks.
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.

THIRD QUARTER: STUDIES IN OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY,

B. C. 1040.)
GOLDEN TEXT. Be kindly aff

LESSON V. DAVID’S KINDNESS,

[Aug. 2,

d one to ther with brotherly

love. Rom, 12, 10,

Authorized Version.
28am. 9. 1=13.  [Commit to memory verse 7.

1 Aud Dua'vid said, Is there yet any that is left
of the house of Suul, that I miy show him kind-
ness for Jon'u-than's suke !

2 And there was of the house of Saul a servant
whose name was Zi'ba. And when they had ealled
him unto Da'vid, the king said unto him, 4r¢ thou
Zi'bunt  And he said, Thy servant is /e,

3 And the king said, /s there not yet any of the
house of Baul, thut I may show the kindness of
God unto him? And Zi'{m said unto the king,
Jon'a-than huth yct a son, whick is lame on A
fect.

4 And the king said unto him, Where is lie?
And Zi'ba said unto the king, Behold, he @ in the
lhoun: of Mu'chir, the son of Am m‘wl, in Lo-de'-
har,

5 Then king Da'vid sent, and fetched him out
of the house of Ma’chir, the son of Am'mi-cl, from

-de'bar,

6 Now when Me-phib'o-sheth, the son of Jon'a-
than, the son of Saul, was come unto Da'vid, he
fell on his fuce, and did reverence. And Da'vid
said, Me-phib‘o-sheth, And he answered, Behold
thy servant !

7 And Da'vid said unto him, Fear not : for I will
surely show thee kindness for Jon'n-thun thy
father's suke, and will restore thee ull the land of
Suul thy futher; and thou shalt eut bread at ny
table continually,

8 And he bowed himself, and said, What s thy
servant, that thou shouldest look upon such a dead
dogas Lam?

9 Then the king called to Zi'ba, Saul's scrvailt,
and said unto him, I have given unto thy master's
son all that pertained to Saul and to a'l Lis house,

10 Thou therefore, and thy sons, and thy serv-
ants, shall till the land for him, and thou shalt
bring in ¢ke fruits, thut thy master's son may have
food to eat:" but Mu-phib'o—nhelh thy master's son
shall eat bread alway at my tu'e, Now Zi'ba had
fifteen sons and twenty servants,

11 Then said Zi'ba unto the king, Accordi
all that my lord the king hath commanded his s
ant, so shall thy servant do. As for Me-phib'o-
sheth, said the liug, bhe shull eat at my table, as
one of the king's sons,

12 And Me-phib o-sheth had a youngson, whose
name was Mi‘cha, And all that dwelt in the house
of Zi'ba were servants unto Me-phib'o-sheth.

13 So Me-phib'o-sheth dwelt in Je-ru'sa-lem :
for he did eat continvally at the king’s table ; and
was lume on both his feet,

to

Revised Version,

1 And Da'vid said, Is there yet any that is
left of the house of Saul, that I may show him
2 kindness for Jon'a-than’s suke ! And there wus
of the house of Saul a servant whose name wus
Zi'ba, and they called him unto David ; and the
¢ said unto him, Art thou Zi'ba? And he
suid, Thy servant is he.  And the king said, Is
there not yet any of the house of Saul, that !
muy show the kindness of God unto him? And
Zi’ba said unto the king, Jon'a-than hath yet a
4 son, which is lame on his feet. A: 1the king
said unto him, Where is he? And Zi'ba said
unto the king, Behold, he is in the house of Mu'-
5 chir the son of Am'mi-el, in Lo-de’bar. Then
king David sent, and fetched him out of the
house of Mu’chir the son of Am'mi-el, from Lo
6 de'bur, And Me-phib'o-sheth, the son of Jon'-
a-than, the son of Saul, came unto Du'vid, an i
fell on his fuce, and did obeisance, And Da'vid
said, Me-phib'o-sheth. And he answered, Be-
7 hold thy servant! And Da'vid said unto him,
Fear not: for I will surely show thee kindness
for Jon'a-thun thy father's sake, and will re-
store thee all the land of 8aul thy father; und
thou shalt eat bread at my table continually,

8 And he did obeisance, and said, What is thy
servant, that thou shouldest look upon such u

9 dead dog as Tam? Then the king called to Zi
ba, Saul's servant, and said unto him, All
that pertained to Saul and to all his house
10 have I given unto thy master’s son.  And thou
shalt till the land for him, thou, and thy sons,
and thy servants ; and thou shalt bring in #4e
JSruits, that thy master’s son may have bread to
eat: but Me-phib’o-sk.oth thy master's son shall
cut bread alway at my table. Now Zi'ba had
11 fifteen sons and twenty servants. Then said
Zi'ba unto the king, According to all that my
lord the king commandeth his servant, so shall
thy servant do. As for Me-phib'o-sheth, said
the king, he shall eut at my table, as one of the
12 king's sons, And Me-phib’o-sheth had a young
son, whose name was Mica, And all thut dwelt
in the house of Zi'ba were servants unto Me-
13 phib’o-sheth. 8o Me-phib'o-sheth dwelt in Je-
ru'sa-lem : for he did eat continually at the
king's table ; and he was lame on both his %dt.
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TIME.—About B, C. 1040, PLACES.—Je-
rusalem ; Lo-debur, CONNECTIN LINKS,
—Perhaps David’s psalm of thanksgiving (2 Sam,
7. 18-29) was written between the Inst lesson and
this.  David now subdued the Philistines and the
Moabites, conquered the King of Zobah and the
Syrians, put garrisons in Edom, and dedicated to
God the spoil which he got from these nations,

HOME READINGS,
M. David’s Kindness, 2 Sam, 9. 1-13,
Zu. David and Jonuthun, 1 Sam, 20. 11-17,
W. A sorrowful parting, 1 Sum, 20, 35-42,
Th. A glad weleome, 2 Sam, 19, 24-30,
F. Constancy in friendship, Prov, 27, 1-10,
8. A blessed memory. Job 29, 1-14,
8. The love of Christ, Eph. 3. 8-19,

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 10, New Canadian Hymnal,
Let carth and heaven agree,
Angels and men be joined,

No. 172, New Canadian Hymnal,
Sowing in the morning, sowing seeds of
kindness,
Sowing in the noontide, and thedewy e o,

No. 184, New Canadian Hymnal,
There are lone'y hearts to cherish,
While the days are going by.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. Loyal Friendship, v, 1-5,

What was the king's question,
asked

Why did David ask it?

Why had he not asked it before 7

Of what covenant was he now mindful? (1 Sam,
20, 42,)

Who was the servant ?

What kindness did God propose to show in verso
31

What did the servant answer ?

Who was this son, and how had he become lame ?
(2 Sum. 4, 4,)

Where was he at this time ?

Why was he kept in retirement 1

and by whom

What had David said of Jonathan’s love?
28um, 1, 26,)
What was the mensure of that love? (1 Sam,

18, 1.)
What is the mark of true friendship? (Prov, 17,
17.)
2. Royal Grace, v. 5-13,
What was  Mephibosheth’s attitude
David?
What three promises of good did David make?
What was Mephibosheth’s answer 7

toward
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What did the king tell Ziba that he had done?

What did he order Ziba to do ?

How many sons had Ziba ¢

How many servants?

What was Ziba's pledge to the king ?

How may we show royal grace ! (GoLpes Trxr.)

What was Mephibosheth’s after-history ¢ (2 Sum,
16. 3, 4 19, 24-30,)

How was David, in this story, a type of Christ?

Practical Teachings.,

How does thix lesson illustrute—

1. The power of friendship ¢

2. An example of gencrosity ¢

8. Our privilege in Christ?
Where are we taught—

1. To remember favors

2. To requite fuvors ¢

3. How to win friends ?

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
1. Verses 1.5,

1. How long was David King of Israel before ho
thought of his vow? [ow may we account for the
delay 1

2. What position did Ziba hold 1

8. Tell how Mephibosheth's
caused,

4. What is known of Machir? Where did Me-
phibosheth live?

lameness  wag

5. What made David's kindness to him remark-
able? )
2. Verses 6-13.

7. What was David’s provision for him?

8. llow did he show that he felt unworthy ?

9. What arrangement was made for tilling the
estate

10. Why was the food mentioned in this verse
necessary !

11. Was Ziba always true to his master and to
his king?

12. How long did members of Saul's family sur-
e in Israel?
13. What was Mephiboshetl’s after-history 1

vi

Teachings of the Lesson,

Worldly greatness is short-lived. True piety will
make us to love our enemies, God cares for the
fatherless and afflicted. For Christ’s sake God
raises us from poverty to noble rank and royal
¥ jons, I is no bar to hip. The
best loved saints may suffer from disabilities, If
we are heirs of God, however obscure or poor, we
will be owned and provided for by and by.

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,
Who was David’s enemy ?
Who was his loving friend ?




458 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER, [Aug. 2.

What had become of 8aul and Jonathan ?

What did David want to do ¢

Whom did he find was still living ;

For whose suke did he xhow this kindness ?
What had Jonathan suid to David ¢

Wihiere did David have Jonathan's son brought ¢
What did he say to him ?

What great honor did he show him ?

Who invites us to eat at the king's table ! The !

great King.

Did the lame man aceept the invitation ?

Have we accepted the invitation of our King ¢

What great change took place in the lite of Mo
phibosheth ¢

Will it change our lives to accept our King's in-
vitation ¢

How to be Happy.

Get love from God to give to other people.

Try to help somebody every duy.

Think more about others than about yourself,

LESSON OUTLINE.

BY J. L.

HUKLBUT,

“The Kindness of God.”

L. A Covenant Kinnxkss,
Kindness for Jonathan's sake, v. 1.
We have sworn both of us. 1 Sam. 20, 42,
God....not....forget the covenant. Deut,
4. 31,
1L A Foreivine Kinpygss,
Any of the house of Saul. v, 3,
Rewarded me good.. . . thee evil, 1 Sam. 24, 17,
The Lord orgiving iniquity, Exod. 84. 6.7,
1L A Gractovs Kixpyess,
And David said, Mephibosheth, v. 6.
By grace are ye saved. Eph, 2, 8.
Not necording to our works. 2 Tim. 1.9,

| IV. AN Esnicnine Kinpwgss,

Restore thee all the land, v. 7.
That ye....might be rich. 2 Cor. 8, 9,
The unsearchable riches of Christ. Eph. 3, 8,
V. AN Avornive Kinpwess,
the king's sons. v, 11,
Power to become....sons of God, Jolm 1.
12,
Children of God by faith. Gal. 8. 26,
VI A Commeying KiNpyess,
Qid eat ... king's table. v. 18,
Our fellowship....Father, 1 John 1. 3,
Will sup with him. Rev. 8, 20,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
BY ROBERT R, DOHERTY,
" General Statement.
God’s wonderful promise filled David's heart with delight and gratitude. Making his way to the
tabernacle, he gave thanks ina psalm full of sublime utterance. In the next seene he appears as Isracl's

warrior king.  As the first part of his reign draws to

aclose he remer:bers the divine commund to over-

throw the Canaanites, and proceeds vigorously to obey it. Iene: his confliets with the Philistines,

Moubites, the King of Zobah, and the Syrians, narrated in chupior 8, 1-

5. And now that he was

victorious over his enemies, his army strengthened, his government seeure, his commeres extended, his

capital enlarged, his palace er

cted, and general prosperity attained, David paused to looi after individ

uals, Remembering how true had been Jonathan's friendship—leading him to suerifice Saul's regard

and his own interest for oy
kindness in return, From Saul

s suke—David tried to fiud some of his house to whom he iight show
and steward he learned that Mephibosheth, a son of Jonathan, survived,

Now, Mephiboshieth was but five years old ut his futher's death, and had spent the intervening years in

retirement with one of the greut fumili

yond Jordun who had been deeply attached to the house of

8aul; so David had never seen him, A royal invitation brought him to court, and a place at the king’s

table was assigned him,  Saul's family estate, which had fallen to David, was provided

uble him to

maintain an establishment suitable to his rank, Ziba was appointed steward of the property on condition
of recerving one half the produce in remuneration of lis oversight, while the balance was to be puid as
rent to Mephibosheth, the new-found owner of the land.  The true friendship of David for Jonathan

was revealed by his exalting this unfortunate eripple to ¢

place of honor; and more especially, when we

bear in mind that the universal Eastern custom was, and i y to destroy all the members of a former royal

house, do the king's nobility and generosity anpear,

Verse 1. And David said. This must have | that any member of the house of Saul could again

been after he had reigned over all Isracl for seven

divide it.  For Jonathan’s sake. A leaguc of

years ut least.  Any that is left, It might not friendship had been made between David and
| Jonathan which was to extend to their children
(1 Sam, 18. 33 20, 16, 42), (1) We should constantly

seek opportunities to do good.

have seemed safe to make the inquiry sooner. But
now the kingdom was united and had become
firmly established, and there was little possibility
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2, Ziba. This slave of Saul seems to have be-
come & freeman at his master's death. He was
now prosperous, with fitteen sons and twenty
slaves. Ile had eared for Mephibosheth in his need,
and therefore, knowing the facts and having some
influence, he thought he might venture to place
them before the king,

3. House of Saul. The name recalled bitter
wrongs, but for his friend’s sake David was will-
Ing to forget his own sutferings. The kindness
of God means kindness or merey such as God
shows to men--large and free and forgiving. He
spares those he has advantage against, and so must
we. Jonathan hath yet a son. Ile had been
saved from the Philistines when Jonathan was
slain on Mount Gilboa, Ie was kept in obseurity
afterward lest David should regard him as a rival,
Lame on his feet. The nurse in her haste Jot
him fall when she fled from Jezreel, on he ring of
the death of Sanl and Jonathan. e was then
five years old. Fifteen years pu betore
he was brought to David's notiee, e father-
less are under God's faithful eare,

4. Machir. This was a rich man, probably of
the tribe of Manassch. Josephus calls him * the
principal man of Gilead.” e afterward showed
kindness to Duvid when he fled from Absalom
(28am. 17, 27). Loedebar. A town cast of the
Jordan not fur from Mahunaim, possibly the same us
the Debir of Josh, 18, 26, 1n this neighborhood Ish-
bosheth held his court for the seven years David
reigned at Hebron. Its loeation remains unknown,

5. Sent and fetched. David did not merely
dispatch a royal command, but supplicd the means
of travel, as Joseph did when he brought Jacob
down to Egypt.

6. Fell on his face. Probably fearing that he
had been suspected as un aspirant to the throne of
his grandfather Saul, and had been brought into the
king’s presence to recvive sentence of death, The
picture of David’s royul power and glory in con-
trast with the poor erippled son of Jonathan, the last
scion of Saul's fallen house, comes out in greater
splendor the deeper the lutter humbled himself be-
fore the former. - Iis erippled condition made obei-
siunce more difficult and noticeable, (3) What we
dread as an il often turns out to bo a decided good,

7. David said unto him, Fear not. Tie
visible terror he manifested would imply that the
messenger hud not made known to him the king's
purpose.  Did David recognize in his features uny
resemiblance to the friend he loved so well? The
Iand of Saul. This family estate which was at
Gibeah had fallen to David in right of his wife
(Num, 27, 8), or been forfeited to the crown by
Ishbosheth’s rebellion (2 Sam. 12, 8). At my
table. Be a royal courtier, and have the privi-
leges of a member of the royal fumily. This is a
recognized mark of honor in the Eunst.

8. He bowed himself. Whether as the result

of misfortunes or through defect in the make-up of
his eharucter he lacked strength and show of « -
liness, A dead dog. Even u live dog is in the
East regarded as un object of extr : contempt,
" A dead dog" expresses the decpest depth of
degradation, as joining the loathsomeness of a
corpse to the vileress of  dog,

9. I have given. In most oriental kingdoms
the monarch is regarded as supreme owner of all
the property of his subjects, und takes and bestows
estates at will; but in Isruel not even the king
could take an inheritance out of u fumily line. Thy
master’s son.  Mephibosheth, Saul's grandson
iere named s his son. ANl that pertained.
The original estate must have been large, and was
no doubt inereased during Saul's reign.

10, Shalt till the land. Suggesting that
Ziba was already in occupation of it.  He was now

| to be steward, and to receive half the produce in

remuneration for his labor. May have food.
Though Mephibosheth himself was to be a guest at
the royal table, he required the revenue of this
estate for the support of his family und household.
Alway at my table, Duvid's plan provided for
one unfitted foructive life, honored his friend's son,
and guve us little chance ax possible to stir up re-
bellion, Twenty servants. Allof whom would
now become the servants of Mephibosheth, (4)
The change of fortune expeviencrd by Mephibosheth
was but slight when compared with that of a poor
#inner who is suddenly made an heir of God.,

11, Then said Ziba, Ziba submitted to the
royal command, though doubtless with inwurd un-
willingness at being remunded from the position of
@ proprietor back to that of u servant, Eighteen
years later, during Absalom’s rebellion, Ziba be-
trayed his master and (upparcntly fulsely) accused
himof treachery to David, The king believed him,
took away Mephibosheth's property, und gave it to
Ziba. But later when he had Mephibosheth's
side of the story he restored to him one half of
what had been taken, As for Mephibosheth,
Scholars say this clause should read, “So Me-
phibosheth did eat at David's table.”

12. A young son. Through whom the house
of Saul was perpetuated down to the time of the
cuptivity (1 Chron. 8. 34),

13. Dwelt in Jerusalem. Iic seems to have
remained loyal to David through all the temptations
of Absalom’s rebellion ; and, if 80, wus greatly be-
lied by his servant, who with oriental eunning
managed to rob him of half his estate. And was
lame. See how thix affected his future career
(2 Sam. 16. 1-4; 19, 24-30). David’s kindness did
not go unrequited. For when he fled from Absalom
and had reached Mahanaim, Machir of Lo-de bar, the
friend of Mephibosheth, provided him with beds and
utensils and food and luxuries, because his people
were hungry and thirsty und weary in the wilder-
ness (2 Sam, 17, 27-29).




CRITICAL NOTES,

BY PROFESSOR W. W. DAVIES,

We have no exact duta to determine the time of
this lesson, Tt ixsaid (28uwm. 4. 4) that Mephibosheth
was five years old when Jonathan, his futher, was
killed on Gilbou, and we gre told in the twelfth
verse of this chapter that he had a young son,
From this it has been inferred that he could not
have been younger than twenty years of age; or
in the seventh or eighth yeur of David's reign at
Jerusalem, wbout 1040 B, . The question of
Hebrew chronology is shrouded in mystery, con-
sequently no one ought to dogmatize on the subjeet,
This incident is not mentioned in Chronicles,

Verse 1. Is there yet any that is left of
the house of Saul ? It scems strange that he
had lost sight of the child of his bosom friend
Jonathan.  We must, however, remember that
David and Jonuthun had seldom scen cach other

during the last few years of the latter's life, Be- |

sides the rivalry between Ishbosheth and David
would preclude much intercourse between the two
families, and then Mephibosheth was timid and
weuk to a fuult. That I may show him kind-
ness for Jonathan’s sake. Notice the form of
the question above. David’s gratitude to Jonathun
was such that he' was unxious to help any of his
relutions.  The account of the covenant between
David and Jonathan should be read at this point,
(See 18am, 20. 12, 17.)

2. Ziba. From tic meager daty in regurd to
this man, it is evident that hie was a frien of Saul,
and had shrewdly managed to retain control of
some of his possessions. Ilis charucter is not above
reprouch. (See 2 Sam. 16, 1-4, and 19, 24-80.)

3. The Kindness of God. This is most
probably a Hebraism, meaning exceeding great
kindness. Comp. “mountain of God " in the
sense of high mountain (Psalm 68, 15). Others
tuke it to mean such kinduness as God himself
would show, *‘unfailing, unsought, unlimited.”
Which is lame on his feet, The story of the
erippling of the young prince is told in chap. 4. 4,
where we learn that Mephibosheth’s nurse, on
hearing of the death of Jonathan in the Philistine
war, fled with her charge ; in her efforts to rescuc
the child, it seems that he fell in such a way as to
eripple him for life. The fuct that the young
prince was crippled and helpless was perhaps
sufficient reason why he mude no effort to gain the
throne of his grandfather, which would huve
naturally fallen to Jonathan, his futher, had he
lived.

4. Behold, he is in the house of Machir,
Itis evident, from 2 Sam. 17. 27-26, that Machir was
a man of great wealth, as well as of a noble heart,
Why he was attached to Mephibosheth we are not
teld; but was he not one of God's noblemen who

did much good with little parade 7 Yeurs ufter

this, when David was a fugitive before Absalom,

Muchir came to his uid, mindful perhaps of tle

king's kinduess to Mephibosheth, Lo=debar,

This pluce was beyond Jordan not fur from M-

hanaim, Its exaet loeation, however, hias not hee n

discovered, for thut reason it is not possible to suy

whether Muchir belonged to Gud or Munasseh,
6. Mephibosheth, Ile is called Merib Baal in

1 Chron. 8. 34, und Meri-bual in 1 Chron, 9.40, It

is difficult to suy which is the original, or why

the chunge wus made. Yet there are other in-
stances of substituting baal for bosheth, or vice versa,
| a8 Esh-baal and Ish-bosheth (1 Chron. 8, 33;

2 8um, 2. 8); Jerub-baul and Jerub-besheth (Judg.
b un 11 21). Mephibosheth signifies  Dis-
perser of shame,” and Meribaal, * Hero of Baal,
or “The Lord's Hero,” There was at when the
title * Bual " was given to the God of Israel, for the
name is often found in compound forms *in the
families of both Saul and David."—Dricer, Fell
oy his face. This wus the usual posture of a
subject in the presence of a king. There is no
need, therefore, in thinking that he was afraid that
David was about to put him to death as the last
representative of Saul's fumily, David in his
memoruble interview with Jonuthan fell on his
fuce.  (Sec 1 8am, 20, 41.)

7. Fear not. It Mephibosheth had any
fears that David, like an oriental despot, would
put him to deuth, these fears are at once dispelled
with the assurance that kindness is to be shown
for hix futher's sake.  Will restore thee all the
land of S8aul. In most cases the possessions of
the late king would pass as crown lands into the
hands of the new ruler, Compare the words ot
Nathan, who suys to David, “T guve thee thy mas-
ter's house, and thy master's wives,” ete, (12, 7).
Whether David had taken them or whether they
had been given to some distant relatives they are
now restored to the rightful owner. Thou shalt
eat bread at my table continually, Thus
he is treated as one of Lis own sons or most inti-
mate friends,

8. Adeaddog. Noanimal was treated with
| more contempt in the fast than the dog. A dead
dog would be doubly despised, for here * the vile-
ness of u corpse is added to the vileness of a dog.”

-Kitto. (Comp. 2 Sam. 3.8; 16, 95 and 1 Sam,
24.14.) A dead dog is a dog which can do no harm,
therefore unworthy of notice.

9. Thy master’s son. *Son" is used here
as often in the sense of descendant or grandson, as
*futher " is employed for ** grandfuther” in verseT.

10. Thou shalt till the land for him.
Whether the lands had been cultivated by Ziba
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previous to this time is not known ; it looks, how-
ever, asif they had been., David therefore does
not take them from him, but simply tells him that
henceforth the produce of the land must be given
to his lord.  We are not to suppose, however, that
Ziba, his sons, and servants had to cultivate Me-
phibosheth’s farm without remuneration, It is not
improbable that he reecived fifty per cent, or one hulf
the produets, for the lubor. (8ce 2 8am. 19, 29.) Ziba
an was unscrupulous man, and would take all he
could get. (See28am. 16, 1-4,) * He scemsto have
contrived to make himself comfortuble notwith,
standing the wreck of his master's fortunes ; more
comfortable than Mephibosheth, who was living in
another man's house,"— Blaikie. ‘That thy mase
ter’s son may have bread to eat. * Master's
son’ in this verse, as * Saul’s son* in verse 6, re-
fers to Mephibosheth, and not to his son Mica,
mentioned in verse 12. This docs not contradict
the statement that Mephibosheth was to eat ut the
royal table. It simply meuns that his large house-
hold (1 Chron. 8. 85-40; 9, 40-44) was to be sup-
ported by the fumily estates, Now Ziba had
fifteen sons and twenty servants, This
hows that the land restored to Mephibosheth must
have been quite extensive, else the service of so
lurge a force would not be needed in attending to it

11. Then said Ziba, cte. Ziba was shrewd
cnough to consent without the least opposition,
Ile knew well that Duvid was king. But as he
had made no effort to support the grandson of his
lord in the past, he must have felt indignant at the
necessity now placed upon him, He will, how-
ever, bide his chunces, (See 2 Sam. 16, 1-4.) He
shall eat at my table. This us it reads is the
language of David. But why should David repeat
the same words three times? The words *said
the king " are not in the original, The following
cmendation, based on the Greek version, has been
proposed : 8o Mephibosheth did est at David's
table, us onc of the king's sons.” Here the word
“David” is substituted for the suffix (pronoun)
iy

12. Mica. As already pointed out, Mephib-
osheth had o large family. The names of his
other children are given in 1 Chron, 8. 35, 1.

The great lesson of this lesson is that it ulways
pays to be kind and merciful, For as David is
gracious to the son of his bosom friend, Jonathan,
0 years afterward good Muchir shows kindness to
the troubled king.

Thoughts for Young People.
Hints and Helps in Building Character.
1. We should be slow to break Jriendships. Some
are always changing their companions. They are
“* Hail, fellow, well met” with one to-day, and cold
and distant to-morrow, This arises from readiness
to adwmit to intimacy without sufficient testing,

| The friendship that is quickly comented is eusily
dissolved.  Quarrels between friends are the bitter-
esty und yet one should never cease to hope for re-
conciliution.  Coleridge tells of two who had been
friends in youth, but

They parted—ne'er to meet again !

But never cither found another

To free the hollow heart from paining—

They stood aloof, the scars remaining ;

Like cliffs wiich had been rent usunder;

A dreary sea now flows between.,

Let Shukespeare's rule be ours :

Thie friends thou hast, and their adoption tried,
Grapple them to thy soul with hooks of stecl,

2 We should cultivate a pleasing manner,
Rough dinmonds are always precious, but they are
much more beautiful when cut and polished,
Strength and gruffness do not ulways go tegether.
Persons who show consideration for the feelings of
others will be favorites, and will find doors open
for them which would be closed to the coarse and
vulgar,

3. Weshould be especially courteous to those below
us in station. Our treatment of those weaker, poorer,
orin any way lower than ourselves reveals what we
really are more than anything else.  We must take
care to be as affuble and polite in our intercourse
with the unfortunate as we are in the prescnce of
equals, or in the inclosure of the family circle,
Charles Kingsley says of Sir S8idney Smith that
*“the love hie won was because without any conscious
intention he treated rich and poor, his own servants
and the nobleman his guest, alike courteously, con-
siderately, affectionately, bearing a blessing and
reaping a blessing wherever he went.”

4. We should let our piety show itself in serviee,
Do something that only a Christian can do. Some-
body you know is downeast ; take trouble to bring
him cheer. Somebody you know is golng wrong;
see if' you cannot woo him back to safety. A com-
panion is being wronged ; show yourself openly on
his side, and dare to sympathize. Jeh dien—* 1
serve”—the motto of the Prince of Wales, is a
princely motto, but never so beautiful as when it is
worn by those who have pledged allegiance to
Christ.

Orientalisms of the Lesson.
BY L. T, liRAl‘IY, D. D,

Verse 2. Ziba is spoken of as a servant of the
house of Saul, which indicates that he was or had
been u slave belonging in some way to Saul’s fam-
ily, though the term slave would be only equal to
servant, IHired service was little known anciently,
The word ebed, or servant, however, was applied to
the king’s prime minister, to the steward of a rich
man as Eliezer. Bond service did not originate




462 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER, [Aug. 2,

—_—
with the Hebrews, They found it already in ex- | would be no need to havea survey or investigation
istence among surrounding nations, and adopted | as to the actual property, for it was a serious crime
it, but greatly modified it, In fuct, they made | ever to disturb or remove to the slightest extent
man-stealing a crime, and required that sluves be | any of the boundary pillars,

treated as if they were hired servants, So fur as David recognized that Mephibosheth had not
Hebrews came into bond serviee t was with the | disputed the Kingly succession, as he might have
limitation first that the bondage could not continue done with Ishbosheth, his uncle, as the son of 4
longer than six years, and must end with the jubi- | deceased heir apparent. His claim to the kingdom
lee year, whether six years or 8ix hours only, or would, however, have been questioned, since custom
whatever time may have clapsed. At the jubilee | required that the son born to a king who was
every Hebrew bondsman could hLave freedom for actually reigning at the time took precedence of
himself and his family, and his land muyst be re- the son of a deceased heir apparent, though the
stored to him. If they were Israclites they must | lutter were older than the former, There was still,
be liberally rewarded at the close of the term of | however, enough possibility of rousing a following
service.  Property in foreigners who were held as | in an - eastern country for Mephibosheth to be
sluves came under different regulations, Theseslaves dangerous factor in the political world as the last
might be inherited from father to son, a8 also were | seion of the house of Saul; and, as it was not un-
the children born in slavery.  Some were war | usual for kings to murder all relutives of his prede-
captives, but if' Jews were captured in war they | cessors as possible heirs to their throne, for greater
could not be reduced to slavery by Je Some ity to themselves, Mephibosheth may have
slaves became such by penalty forerime, like modern anticipated such o fate and henee made his obei-
penal servitude.  Some were bought of slave deal- sance falling on his face, and hence David said to
ersat from thirty to forty shekels, If a married him, * Fear not.”

man was made a slave by Israclites his wife was David directed that Mephibosheth should eat
to go out with him at the end of the six years'serv- | Lread at the royal tuble, Eating bread at court
ice.  Anunmarried slave was given a wife by his was of two kinds, the one publie and eeremonious,
muster, but she and her children remained as the | the other private, This, and similar passages refer-
property of the muster. If the slave himself chose ring to eating at the king's table, probably had
to remain with his wife and children he became a reference to stute oceasions, wherein official rank
slave forever, and his master hored hi; with an | j5 nu;.liou.d.v observed both as to the right to he
awl. invited and the order of ussignment of sittings,

However Ziba becamo a slave, he appears to The orientals are great sticklers for the most deli-
have purchased his liberty, and to have aequired a | eyte shades of diserimination in their honor on all
good deal of property. e furnishes an illustra- State oceasions, when it is not unusual for the
tion of gratitude and fidelity, too, not at all infre- monarch to specify the number of their attendunts,
quent among orientals to the members of a master's | even in coming to the banquet hall, Mephibosheth
family. Mephibosheth was a eripple and probably | would need his ordinary living at his own home,
could have been of no use to him, as his nurse in hence Ziba was directed to cultivate the estate and
attempting to flee with him from danger, when he storein barns or deliver in Jerusalem,
was five yearsold, stumbled and lot him fall, which
resulted in his being lamed for life in both his
feet.

Verse 7. David restored to him all the land of
his father Saul, located in Gibeal, on the land
of Saul's family, of which he was steward, having
control of all the property, but the grandson of
8aul, Jonathan’s son, was not known to the king
and his heirship had not been recognized, Under
Hebrew law, however, his title could not be
diverted. It was evidently the intention of Jeho-
vah to attach the Israclites to the soil, for which
purpose the land was divided by lot and measure-
nient among the tribes, families, and individuals,
every citizen being allotted a piece of ground which
he was to cultivate and leave to his descendants,
These allotments of land were sacredly marked off,
not by fences but by boundary stones, according
to a custom at least as old as Job's time, and which
has prevailed among Romans, who used posts, and
Is still used among Persians and Hindus, There

By Way of Illustration,
BY JENNIE M, BINGHAM,

David's kindness, The origin of the word
“kind” is interesting. It comes from the word
‘“Kkin."” 8o that to be kind is to consider others us
though they were your kin, your own family, The
word has wrapped up in it the thought of universal
brotherhood.

David's gratitude, David showed that he re-
membered Jonathan’s loving service and the vow
between them, A little boy who had been a hospi-
tal patient and had received very loving service
from the nurse, said to her one day, “ My mamma
will never hear the last of youn,”

Ingratitude is the most common of vices. Tus
God been good to you? Then show your gratitude
by word and deed. TLet your friends “never hear
the lnst " of your Father,

Golden Text. God is the author of all that is good
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in human life. * You know this world is thought to O my heart is thrill’d,
revolve, like all the worlds, in u difusive ether that Kind words can never die.
No tan ever suw, but every color on every flower Have you hud u kindness shown,
is the reflection of that ether as its waves strike
upon the earth. No man hath seen God at any time, Blackboard,
but every note of purity and goodness and love, BY J. T. HARTNAGEL, EsqQ.

every color of love—and how many its colors are !

—is the reflection of the universal God,—/, :
'”i;,,,;[tt reflection of the universal Go yman DAV D S KIND N E S S
‘uptuin: Barends, of the steamship Mo i y
on ¢ Toet i en o g, sl OR JONATHAN'S
A=

ton rescued with great ditficulty all the crew
and pussengers of u sinking ship, When the cap- —— N\

tuin reached Hamburg he found the following L . AKE .
dispatch awaiting him from the German emperor ; - )

“ Lexpress to you my full appreciation of the res-
cuc of the erew of the English vessel Arno, o hap-

pily accomplished with persevering courage under ROTHERLY LOVE.
arduous circumstances,” It the German emperor, .
u man, is pleased with service for humanity, shall
not God, who is the author of all loving-kindness,
be pleased ¢

BY GEORGE W. PEASE, E8Q.

The Teachers’ Meeting. ’;
The lesson may be taught under two divisions: |
L. David’s obligation ; and 2. How he met it; | KI N DN ESS'

(1) Show what Jonathan did and sacrificed for his

friend. Explain the covenant made between them ;

(2) Account for David's delay in keeping it: Divi- DAVID I GoD
sion of the kingdom; wars with neighboring na- FOR

tions ; interpal organization ; ignorance that Jona- JONATHAN'S | JESUS'S

than had a surviving son; (3) Point out how Me-
phibosheth was discovered i (4) Muke clear David's SAKE
nobility of treatment : Suffe ring from house of Saul
since covenant wus made ; kindly greeting to Me-

SHOWS KINDNESS TO

phibosheth ; special mark of honor; provision for JONATHAN'S REPENTANT
household. . . . , Another plan would be to trace SON SINNERS.

a parallel between David’s treatment of Me-

phibosheth and God's treutment of the sinner— DAVID'S | GOD'S

(1) Mephibosheth was sought out in his indifference,
We try to forget God, but he seeks us that he may

PROMISE:

|
welcome us to a seat at the Kking's table ; (2) He | o &
was sought out in his deformity. We are loss fit to | | will surely show thee kindness.”
come into the presence of « holy God ; (3) He was
received for the sake of another, By Christ’s meritx
we find favor ; (4) Ile received a rich inheritance,
When God forgives he makes rich indeed; (5) He [ FULFILLING THE LAW.
was fuvored in being accorded daily audience with | TR epa—
the king. 8o we can walk with God.  “ The secret | FREELY YE
of the Lord ie with them that fear him,” HAVE RECEIVED| SHALL GIVE.
OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No. 1. THE LAW OF LOVE
There’s u wideness in God’s mercy, EXEMPLIFIED
l“;"ing of his mercy, By
it a friend we have in Jesus,
O scatter seeds of loving deeds, DEEDS OF KINDNESS.
No. 2. S ———
0 sing the pow’r of love divine, “Be kindly affectioned one to another.”
God loved the world of sinners
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Before the Class,

BY EDWIN P. 8T, JONN,

Begin by bringing up, by question if possible,
the story of the friendship of David and Jonathan
as related in the lessons of the fourth Quarter of
1895, (See 1 Sum. 18. 14; 19, 1-7; 20, 14-17, 42;
23.18.) Call attention to 1 Sam, 20, 16 (margin),
indicating that there was between them a “ blood
covenant,” sealed by shedding and perhaps drink-
ing cither each other's blood or that of a sucrifice,
Utilize the opportunity for review by trucing from
the death of Jonathun the steps by which David
guined his present opportunity to fulfill royally his
part of the covenant. Note how his religious activ-
ity would naturally remind him of his promise,
perhaps forgotten for twenty years,

Now take up the lesson text. Use the map to
indicate the locations of the places mentioned. In
conncction with Mephibosheth tell of the accident
which produced his lameness (2 8am. 4, 4), and of
his refuge at Lo-debar, near Mahanaim, the seat of
his uncle's kingdom while David reigned in Hebron,
8Bhow how his hirth during David's exile, his
physical infirmity, and the fear that David would,
according to oriental custom, put to death all the
family of the preceding dynasty would help to
keep his existence unknown to 1

Finish the story of the lesson text, and show its
further relation to the life of David by a very brief
glance ahead to the treachery of Ziba (2 Sam. 16,
1-4, and 19. 24-30), and the friendliness of Machir,
the friend of Mephibosheth, in David's time of need
(2 Sam. 17. 27-29).

For the application remind the class of the blood
covenant between the king’s son and the outlaw,
Show how Christ and the Christian stund in the
same relation, joined by a covenant seuled by the

A. D. 1034.)
GOLDEN TEXT.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BA NNER,

LESSON VI. DAVID'S VICTORIES,
The Lord is my light and my salvation ; whom shall I fear?

[Aug. 9.

shed blood which we drink in symbol in the con-
memoratory sucrament.  Note the fitness of the
“love feast” and the offering for the poor of the
church in connection with the celebration of the
Lord's Supper, for the covenunt binds us toskow the
kindness of God to the household of Jesus. They
and he are one,  **Inasmuch as ye have done it
unto one of the least of those my brethren, ye have
done it unto me.” If we ask who they are, he suys,
* Whosoever shall do the will of God, the sume is
my brother,” ete, (Mark 8, 85).

Now we may ask five questions : (1) Have we
forgotten that while Jesus is no longer here to be
ministered to in the hody we owe u duty to his
children, *“the truvail of his soul,” and that this
is n test of our love to him (1 John 4. 20, 2)?
2) Do we remember that what we owe is “the
kindness of God,” that which he has alrcady given
us (1 John 4. 10), and that which proceeds from
God dwelling in us (1 John 4. 16)? (8) Do we
seek, as David did, for opportun unknown to
us for fulfilling these duties (Luke 14, 12, 18)?
(4) When we seck to show kindness to the mem-
bers of the family of Christ, are we content to sup-
ply simply the lower physical und mental wants hy
gifts of money, or do we bid them it at my
table,” and thus give of ourselves to their hearts
(Jumes 2. 8, 9)? (5) As David “ for Jonathun's
suke” would do kindness to the whole house of
Suul, hix enemies, should not we, for Jesus's suke,
include in our loving ministry not mercly “the
household of fuith,” but the whole world for whom
he died ?

References,
Freeman's Haxvsook,
ing, 9,

Ver. 6: Oriental bow-

[Aug. 9.

Psalm 27, 1,

Authorized Version.
[Read chapters 8 and 10.)
28am. 10, 8«19, [ Commit to memory verses
11, 12.]

8 And the children of Am'mon came out, and
put the battle in array at the cntering in of the
gate: and the Syr'i-ans of Zo'bu, and of Re'hob,
and Ish'tob, and Ma'u-cali, were by themselves in
the field, .

¢ When Jo'ub saw that the front of the battle
was against him before and behind, he chose of all
the chioiee men of Is'ra-el, and put them in array
against the Syr'i-ans:

10 And the rest of the people he delivered into
the hand of Ab-i his brother, that he might
put them in urray aguinst the children of Ani'mon,

Revised Version.

8 And the children of Am'non came out, and put
the battle in array at the entering inwof the gate:
and the Syr'i-uns of Zo'bah, and of Re'hob, and
the men of Tob and Ma'a-cah, were by them-
sclves in the field. Now when Jo'ub saw that
the battle was set aguinst him before and be-
hind, he chose of all the choice men of Is ra-cl,
and put them in array aguinst the Syr'i-ans:
and the rest of the people he committed into the
hand of Ab-i-sha'i his brother, and he put them
in array aguinst the children of Am‘mon. And
hesaid, If the Syr'i-ans bhe too strong for me,
then thou shalt help me: but if the children of

-
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11 And he said, If the ans betoo strong for
me, then thou shalt help me : but if the children of
Am'‘mon be too strong for thee, then 1 will come
and help thee,

12 Be of good courage, and et us play the men
for our people, and for the cities of our God : and
the Log do that which scemeth lin good,

13 And Jo'ub drew nigh, aud the people that
were with him, unto the battle against the Syr'i-
ans: und they fled before him,

14 And when the children o
the 8yri-uns were fled, then fl
Ab-i-sha'iy and entered into
returned from the children of
to Jerusalen,

f Am'mon saw that
cd they also before
the city, 8o Jo'ab
Am'mon, and came

15 And when the Sy
smitten before Is ra-cl,
together,

16 And Had-n-re'zer sent
i-ans that were beyond
came to He'lum : and Sho'l
host of Had-a-re'z

17 And when it was told Da'vid
Isra-cl together, and
came to le'lam,  And t
in array against Du'y id,

-uns saw that they were
they guthered themselves

o and brought out the
| the river; and they
neh the eaptain of thie
er went before them,

, he gathered all
wussed over Jor'dan, und
1e Byr'i-ans set themselves
and fought with him,

15 And the Syri-ans fled before Is'ra-el ; and
Da'vid slew the men o seven hundred chariots of
the Syr'i-uns, and forty thousand horsemen, and
smote Sho'bach the eaptain of their host, who died
there,

19 And when all the kings that were servants to
Had-a-re'zer saw that they were smitten before
I<'ra-¢l, they made peace with Is'ra-el, and served
them. 8o the Syr'i-ans feared to help the children
of Am’mon any more,

TIME.—Perhaps B. €. 1034, PLACES.—
Rabbath, or R«ublultl, the capital of the Ammonites ;
u pluin surrounding the tortified city of Medeba;
Hamath, a Syrian metropolis not far from Damas-
cus, ENVlRONlE]JTS.—Du\'id‘n career us
an outlaw had been hard, but as soon as he be-
came monarch of the united people everything else
seemed within his reach. The nation was ready
for reorgunization, and it was comparatively easy
to extend the empire from the cedge of Egypt'to the
Euphrates, Read 2 Sam, chaps. 8 and 10, to un-
derstand how this war was precipitated. King
Hunun must_have su pposed hiumc{" wholly able
to cope with David, whose sudden rise was a won-
der to all surrounding nations. In the battle
which we are to study Joal was in command
of the Israglites,

HOME READINGS,
M. David’s Victories. 2 Sam, 10. 8-19,
Tu, A songof vietory. Exod. 15, 1-11,
IW. Divine preservation. 1 Chron, 18, 113,
Th. Trust in God. Psalm 144,
F. Deliverance from God, Psalm 18, 32-50,
A, Praise for deliverance, Psalui 54.
8. The soul’s warfare, Eph. 6. 10-20,

LESSON
No. mhggw Canadia;

HYMNS,

n Hymnal.

ye utmng in the Lord and the power of
his might!”
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wmon be too strong for thee, then 1 will
12 come and help thee, Be of good courage, und
let us play the men for our people, and for the
cities of our God : and the Lowp do that which
seemcth him good. 8o Jo'ub and the people
that were with him drew nigh unto the Lattle
against the Syr'i-anx: and they fled before
lim.  And when the children of Am'mon saw
that the Syr'i-uns were fled, they likewise fled
before Abei-sha'i, and entered into the eity,
Then Jo'ub returned from the children of Am'-
5 mon, and catme to Jerusalem, Aud when the
Syri-ans saw that they were put to the worse
before Is'ru-el, they guthered themselves to-
6 gether, And Hud-a-re zer sent, and brought
out the 8yr'i-ans thut were beyond the River:
and they came to He'lum, with Sho'bach the
captain of the host of Had-n-re'zor at their head,
7 Aud it was told Da vid; and he gathered a1
Is'ra-el together, and pussed over Jor dun, and
came to He'lam,  And the Syr'i-ans set them-
selves in array aguinst Da'vid, and fought with
him. And the Syr'i-uns fled before 18'ra-el ; and
Da'vidslew of the Syr'i-ans the men of seven
hundred ehariots, and forty thousand horsemen,
and smote Sho’bach the captain of their host,
that he died there. And when all the Kings
that were servants to Iad-u-re zersuw that they
were put to the worse before Is'ra-cl, they made
reace with Is'ra-el, and served them, So the
Syr'i-ans feared to help the children of Am'mon
any more,

| No. 410, New Canadian Hymnal.
Fear not! God is thy shield,
And he thy great reward :
His might has won the field ;
Thy strength is in the Lord,

No 198, New Canadian Hymnal.
The Lord is my light, then why should I fear?
By day and by night his presence is near;
e is my salvation from sorrow and sin;
This blessed persuasion the Spirit brings in.

| 1o
|
|

STIONS FORt SENIOR STUDENTS.
The Lord’s Battle against Ammon,
v, 8-14,
What three nations became tributaries to David
(2 Sam. 8, 2, 6,14,)
What dignity did the
1-5.)
Who came out against Isracl ?
What allies had the Ammonites !
Who was in command of Israel ?
Whom did Joab array against the Syrians?
Who was in command aguinst Ammon 7
What agreement did Joub and Abishai muke
How did Joab exhort his brother ¢
How did the battle with the Syrians go ¢
How did that with Ammon turn out ?

Ammonites offer? (Verses
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What did Israel do with Ammon later? (2 Sam,
1. 1)
2. The Lord’s Battle against Syria,

v. 15-19,

What did the Syrians do after this first defent

What allies did they summon ?

Where did the army gather ¢

What leader had charge !

What did David at once do ?

What was the result of the battle ?

How many Syrians were slain ?

What did the dependents of Syria do ¢

Whiat did the Syrians fear to do ?

What may all to whom the Lord has given victory
say ! (Gorpex Texr,)

Tenchings of the Lesson. I
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. To plan for vietory
2. To work for vietory ?
2. To trust God for vietory ?

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
1. Verses 8.14.

8. Where wus this battle fought? By whom
were the Ammonites aided? Iow did Joab secure
an advantage over them ?

9. What was the plan of battle chosen by the |
enemy ! How did Joub arrange his forces ?

10. State what you know of Abishui,

11. What agreement did Joab make with Abje
shai ?

12. Why was great courage needed? What
would make the Hebrew soldiers brave? Did Joab
count upon God’s aid ?

13. Which branch of the armies was the first to
flee ?

14. What caused the Ammonites to give up the
fight? Why did Joab not follow up the vietory ¢
2. Verses 15«19,

15. What did the Syrians do after their defeat?
16. What led Hadarezer to engage in the con-

fliev?

17. Why did David go with the army in person !
Where was the buttle fought? Name some of the
results that followed this great vietory, What be-
came of the alliance between the Syrians and the
Awmonites 1

Teachings of the Lesson.

A suspicious spirit will cuuse us to injure our
friends, 1t takes courage to be faithful to do hard
things und suffer painful ones. For love of coun-
try and home and life people will do and dare,
Our chief reliunce should be upon God. It tukes

| bitter oxperience to t ach some people wisdom.

Ruin will be the fate of all who oppose Christ and

his cause.  Are we on the safe and w inning side ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

Who were the Ammonites? A heathen peo-
ple.

What did David do when their king died

Why did he do this ?

What does this show in David? A kind and
faithful heart.

How did the new king treat David’s servants 7

To what did this lead ¢

What does this teach us? How wrong it s

| to think evil.

Who came to help the Ammonites ?

Who was the eaptuin of the Isruelites ?

What kind of a man was he?

Who won the first battle which was fought ?

What did the enemy then try to do?

Who went out to buttle this time?

What was the result ?

Why did the Lord help David fight ?

What battle have we to fight ?

Who will fight for us?

What have we todo? Trust the Lord and
do right.

Where are My Enemies !
In my own heart and all about me,
They will conquer me if T do not conquer them
God will help me fight if I look to him.,

LESSON OUTLINE.

The Requirements

I. Anre LeApErs,
Joab sarw ... he chose, v. 8, 9,
Look ye out....men. Acts 6.3,
A wise master-builder. 1 Cor, 3. 10,
I, Cuosex Wannions,
All the choice men. v, 9, 10.
Chosen us in him, Eph. 1. 4.
From the beginning, 2 Thess. 8. 13,
III. Murvar Herpruiness,

of God’s Warfare,
1V. Courace.
Be of good courage. v. 12,
Be strong in the Lord. Eph. 6. 10,
Quit you like men. 1 Cor, 16, 18,
V. Fairu,
The Lord do....good, v, 12,
Trust in the Lord. Psalm 37, 8.
The victory....fuith. 1John 5. 4.
VI. Persistesce,

Help me. ... help thee, v, 11.
With one mind striving together. Phil. 1. 27,
One body in Christ. Rom. 12. 5.

They gathered. ... David gathered. v. 15-19.
Kecpeth....unto the end. Rev, 2, 26,
Endureth. ., .saved, Matt. 10, 22,
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EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement.

The summary of Duvid's wars and vietories contained in chapter 8 and the
duy’s lesson is taken shows his wonderful military genius,

chapter from which to-
At the beginning of his reign he found

Isruel sorely pressed by enemies, The stunding army wus therefore ruised to three hundred thousand

experienced soldicrs,

besides a band of six hundred heroer noted for deeds of personal valor,
generals were unrivaled for miliy ry skill and bravery,

His
An account of three of his great campaigns,

Prior to the engagement with the Ammonites, is given, These were aguinst the Amalelites, Philistines,

and Moabites,
contrary had suffered in material

wars of the Lord,

of Duvid toward the son of his old friend,

hundred thousand pounds’ weight of silver,
thirty thousand men. The scene of the
Moub, eust of the northern end of the Dead Sea,
A se
decisive against all foes,
terity should possess all the land from the
spoils were taken from the conquered foes,
und all manner of vessels of
used in Solomon’s temple.  Out of the
brazen sea and the pillars of brass (1 Chron. 18, 8§
some measure involved if the
teo, to get things that are now
und ulso help to extend the kingdom of God by

In cach case David's cuuse waus just,
prosperity through incursions which rendered life
cure, which inflicted severe cruelties, and which endangered national existence,
Wherever his Bway was extended foul idolatries and the
swept aside and a reverent and enlightened government set up in their stead,
of Ammon was brought on by an abominable affront,

King Manun was able
battle wus near to the
Dy
¢ conflict resulted in vietory for the cause of I
result, now for the first time the
river of Egypt to the river
These included gold shields and exceeding much copper,
gold and silver and brass,
brass taken from the Sy

Isruel was not the offending party, but on the
and property inse-

David’s wars were the
rule of brute force were
The war with the King
aggravated by the kindly disposition

greatly

By hiring mercenaries from Aram—ancient Syria—for five
to bring into the field an army of
in the mountains of

city of Medebu,
vid's general was the courugeous and crafty Joab,
ucl, which was soon followed by other victories
promise made to Abraham that his pos-
Buphrates was fulfilled, Rich

dedicated to God to be
us Solomon afterward made the great

These treasures were

y 11). The interests of mankind were therefore in
cause espoused by David, While we depreeate
the instruments of unrighteousness consecrated to the service of God,
our temporal gains,

wur, it is possible for us,

Verse 8. Children of Ammon came out,
From Rubbath, their capital city, to the open
country. Put the battle in array, Notdaring
to advance into hostile territory they took an ad-
vantageous position and awaited attuck, Zoba.
In the northeast, near the Euphrates. Rehob,
In Asher, in northern Galilee.  Ishtob. Lit-
erally, Men of Tob, a district southeast of the Sea
of Galilee,
Merom. By themselves in the field, They
had not beeun able to Join the Ammonites beiore
Joab appeared. ¢ The field» wus the trecless
prairie surrounding Medoba, This wus an Israel-
ite town lying in the tribe of Reuben, four miles
southeast of IHeshbon, It is mentioned on the
Moabite stone as having  been reeaptured by
Mesha, and in the time of Isaiuh wus a Moabite
sunetuary (Isa, 15, 2),

9. Front of the battle was against him,
His position was between Rabbah and Medeba,
with the Ammonites in front and the Syrians be-
hind.  Hence he had to fight both armies at the
suwme time,  The natural advantages were with the
enemy, as the Ammonites had their city to fall buck
into, and the Syrians a plain well fitted for cavalry
und chariots, Choice men, His choice of the
picked men to attack the § rians and his taking
command of this division in person indicate that
the mercenary troops were the rnost formidable
part of the Ammonite foree, (1) We may be so sur-

Maacah. Beyoud the waters of

I

|

rounded by difficulties that no way of escape seems
possible,

10. Hand of Abishai his brother, Abj-
shai was the cldest of the three sons of Zerniah,
David's sister, and brother to Joab and Asahel,
He was captain of the sccond three of David's
mighty men,

11. Syrians be too strong. IfJoab's assault
on the Syrians failed, Abishai could hardly turn
away from the Ammonites without ruining his en-
tire division of the army, The understanding may
have been not to attack both armies ut the same time,

12. Be of good courage, The peril of their
position demanded extraordinary bravery. Play
the men.  The part of valiant men, The citics
of our «  The people, the land, and the cities
were God's,  If the citics fell into heathen hands
they would be given over to the worship of heathen
gods. The city of Medceba, for which they now
fought, was stillin possession of the Reubenites, but
was besieged by the Syrians. Justice, patriotism,
love of fumily, and self-love urged these men
to unusual valor. That which seemeth him
good, An expression of trust combined with
resignation to God's will, (2) When we contend for
what is God's, we may w:l have courage,

13. They fled before him. They that are
hired to fight have usually a great care to save
themselves, with light regurd for the cause for which
they fight,

=
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Then fled they also. News of the Syrian defeat
broke the spirit of the Ammonites, and they retired
at once within the walls of the city. Joab re-
turned. lle did not attemptasiege. This battle
wus fought late in the year, and fall and winter
made camipaigning in Palestine impossible,

15 When the Syrians saw. When their
generals had succeeded in reorganizing their foree,
und the extent of the damage inflicted by Joub's
onset could be measured, hey gathered them-
selves together, Theirsoldierly habits enabled
them to re-form quickly afterdefeat, As Joub had
returned to Jerusalem in triumph the br
could he united without fear of molestation, (3)

en foree

When we contend against wrong we should never |

think it useless to try again,

16, Hadarezer. The name is spelled Had-
adezer in 2 Sam. 8, 8, Ilis kingdom included not
only the principulity of Zobah, but extended across
the river into Mesopotamia, Brought out the
Syrians, The defeat of the soldiers w' m he had
rented out to the King of Ammon forced him to de-
clare a Syrian war against David. Beyond the
river. Euphrates. These were doubtless  his
vassals and tributaries. Shobach the captain.

David was now firmly established on his throne,
the ark had been successfully removed into the now
tabernacle, and all the tribes of Isruel had been
united into a strong, Imnnmnnm, central govern-
ment.  There was nothing to be feared now from
any internul enemy. This quiet state of peace was
not to endure long, for it scems that the sweet
singer of Isracl, who never apy s to have engaged
in an aggressive war, was not to enjoy peace for any
length of time; for, no sooner had harmony been
estublished at home than foreign envy and jealousy
brought on several wars in rapid suecession, The |
exact order of these conflicts cannot be given, for
it is evident thut no reliuble chironology is to be
looked for in the Books of Sumuel.  From the
eighth chapter of this book, which every scholar
should read, we find that David defeated the Phil-
istinesand Moabites (1-2) ; the people of Zobah and
Dumascus (3-8) ; Hamath and Edom (9-14): and in
to-day’s lesson we learn he was also victorious in the |
fieree war with the Ammonites, who had hired g |
large force of mercenary troops to help them. Be-
sides these wars, we must not forget his conflicts |
with the Philistines soon after his accession to the |
throne (2 8am. 5, 17-25).

The army of David consisted of about 300,000

men, almost all infantry, (See, however, 2 Sam, | Euphrates,
S. 4.) This was divided into twelve divisions of |
24,000 each, which served one month at a time, I
(See 1 Chron, oy, 1-15.) In case of war all were

SUNDAY SCHOOL BA NNER.
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14. Saw that the Syrians. News of the de- | He was to Hadarezer's
feat or victory spreads rapidly on great battlefields., | David’s,

CRITICAL NOTES,

[Aug. 9.

army what Joab was to

17. When it was told David. The move-
ments of the Ammonites and Syrians would be
closely watched at such a time, Gathered all
Israel together, Iiisaction implies no reflection
on Joab, When the two great military forees of the
time wero preparing for a final duel and Isracl's
existence was at stake it would have been unbecom-
ing for the king to stay at home,

18. Seven hundred chariots, The num-
bers vary in Chronicles, but any number higher
than four hundred was represented by a systen
of markings <o involved that errors frequently re-
sulted,

19. Kings that were servants, The vassal
kings. And served them. They transferred their
allegiance to David, This was the chief link in the
chain that led to the subjection of all Syria to David
and the extension of his kingdom to the Euphrates,
About the same time the Edomites invaded Judah
in southern Palestine, Joub and Abishai, with a

portion of the army, were dispatehed to meet them,

| In the Valley of Salt near the Dead Sea Edom was
defeated, garrisons placed in the conquered dis-
triat, and David's empire extended south as far
as the desert,

liable to be ealled out together. When David took
@ census, some years luter, the number was much
higher, namely, 800,000 in Israel and 500,000 in
Judah, orall males capable of bearing arms (2 Sam,
24. 9).

Verse 8. The childreu of Ammon, (For
parallel account see 1 Chron, 19,) These were the
deseendunts of Lot (Gen, 19, 38). They lived on
the east side of Jordan between Moab and Bashan,
or between the Arnon and Jabbok, Their capital
was Rabbuh (* great city ™), known in the Greek
period by the name of Philadelphia. Came out.
Started on their war expedition, They were a war-
like people, much more so than the kindred tribe
Moab. They had made war upon Israel twice be
fore (Judg. 8. 12, . and 10, 7.0). At the entering
in of the gate. It scems that they did advance
fur, but prepared for battle at the very gate of Rab-
buh. The Syrians, This is the Aram of the He
brew Bible, The word is vaguely used for a large
territory or a number of countries between P
nicia and the Euphrates, or even beyond. The
word is generully limited or defined, as in this
verse, by some otlier, as Zobah, Damascus (8, 5),
cte. Zobah. This was northeast of Damascus
and south of Hamath, or between the Orontes and
Rehob. Not Beth-rehob in Asher,
but Ruhaibeh, about twenty-five miles north of
Damascus,  Others identify it with Rehoboth, not
far from the junction of the Chaboras with the Eu-
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15. They gathered themselves together,
How long afterward is not stated § it must, how-
ever, have required considerable time to send mes-
sengers to Mesopotamiu and assemble lurge forces
for another cumpuign,

16. Hadarezer. The name is written Hada-
dezer in chapter 8, 3, but Hadarezer in Chronicles,
The two Hebrew letters 7 and 9 are so similar as to
be confounded by beginners in Hebrew, There
I8 no doubt that Hadadezer is the correct form,
Hadad was the name of » Syriun god. Compare
the name Benhadad, The king's name transluted in-
to English would be  Hadad is help.”” The River,
Whenever the word is w ritten with a capital in the
Revised Version it means the Euphrates, Helam.
This place has not been identificd, though various
places have heen suggested.  The sume word js
again given, though the spelling is slightly different
in the origing!, in verse 17, The word does not
oceur in the account of Chronieles, The word as
fur as the letters are concerned might be rendered
“their force,” or  their army,” that is, * the army
came with Shot " But it is better to regard it as
A proper name. Shobach, Shophach (according
to 1 Chron, 19, 16-18) was the commander-in-chicf
of Hadarezer's army,

17. He gathered all Israel together,
David foreseeing the formidable struggle about to
tuke place, and the necessity of the most brilliant
gencrulship, assumes control of the entire army.
We have no reason to think that he tukes command
in person from any dissatisfaction with his generals,
or ““that the adventure was too critical to be in-
trusted to any licutenant.” David Was a great mil-
itary leader, full of the military spirit. It would
have been impossible for him to stay at home when
the battle of battles was to be fought,

18, The men of seven hundred chariots,
and forty thousand horsemen, The number
in 1 Chron, 19, i8, is given as seven thousand
chariots and forty thousand footmen, There is evi-
dently an error of some kind, This is not strange,
since the Hebrew method of employing letters and
dots for numeruls was liahle to give oceasion to serj-
ous errors. It is best to acknowledge that the text
in Samuel or Chronicles js corrupt ; which, it is im-
possible to tell, (Compare 2 Sam, 8, 3, 7., with
1 Chron. 18, 4, und this verse with the paralle] go-
count in 1 Chron. 19.18.) And smote Shobach
+ s that he died there. This was a death-
blow to the Syrians,

19. All the kings, The petty kings or vgs-
sal princes who had come to the help of Hadarezer,
Made peace with Israel, and served them,
They threw off the yoke of the Syrian king and
became the subjects of David, Though not stated
inso many words it is probuble that Hudarezer also
made peace with Isracl at this time. Some think
that he violated his treaty, engaged in a third war,
and was totally defeated. (See chap., 8, 3-8,)

phrates (Gen. 36. 7). Tob. The region between
Syria and Ammonitis, It was here that Jephtha
took refuge (Judg. 11. 3), Maacah, Perhups o
district ut the base of Hermon not far from Geshur,
The * Ishtob  of th Authorized Version is clearly a
mistake for “men of Tob,” Were by themselves
in the field. In 1 Chron, 19, 7, we read, “and
pitched before Medeba.” This was onee a town of
Reuben (Josh, 18, 9), hut now perhaps captured by
the Ammonites. It was four miles southeast of
Heshbon. This is one of the places mentioned on
the Moabite stone. It scems that the Syrian allies
fuiled to form a junction with the Ammonites, but
Wwere separated by about one duy’s march,

9. The battle was set against him before
and behind. This is another way of saying that
he had an army on either side of him, He marches
between them so as to hinder the Syriuns from
Joining the Ammonites, He chose of all, cte,
Joub was compelled to divide his forees, e tukes
the best troops and Jjoins battle with the allicd
Syrians, whom he regarded as the more dungerous,
and he sends the rest in comuund of Abishai, his
brother, aguinst the Ammonites,

L1, Whether Joub and Abishai were toattack at
the same time is not clear, but the pruhul»ilily is
that Joub would attack the Syrians while Abishai
siniply kept the Ammonites from their allies,

12. Be of good courage. Joab, it is said,
Wus o man of few words ; but the speech, though
very brief, had the desired effeet, A more literul
trunslation would be: Be valiant, and show your-
self valiant, cte., for the cities of our Ged.
The cities of Israel where Jehovah way worshiped,
which, if the Ammonites were successful, would
full into heathen hands and become centers of idol
worship, ““ Every noble motive of life, love of
right, love of country, love of family, and self-love,
urged those men to unusual valor,"—urlbut and
Dokerty.  And the Lord do that which seem«
eth him good. The tense of the verb s future,
‘ Jehovah will do,” ete, The language is a mixture
of bravery and resignation, as much as to say,
““ Whatever is the will of God, let us fight like men,"

13. They fled before him, Mercenary troups
seldom furnish the best soldiers. They fight for
gold, not for glory ; for pay, not for principle, Or,
as Tacitus would say : “There would be for them
neither glory in vietory, nor shame in flight.”

14. They likewise fled before Abishai,
The Ammonites saw their danger and the impossi-
bility of a juncture with their allies, and conse-
quently very wisely fled to their impregnable for-
tress.  Then Joab returned . .. to Jeru-
salem, The general reason assigned for thismove-
ment on the part of Joub is that it was too late in
the season to carry on a successful siege, (Sce chap,
ILL) Itis probable, however, thut Abishai with
4 portion of the army was left near the capital of
the Ammonites,
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Thoughts for Young People.
Good Soldiers of Jesus Christ.

The buttlefield is not a scquestered nook to
which we may or may not resort, It stretches
from sky tosky. Everyone born into the world
st enter the arena—not s an idle spectator, but
to engage in a lifelong and a life-and-death con-
flict. We must range ourselves either with the
forees of God or evil, Christ’s is the inning
side.  Under his banner and leadership, and with
hix weapons and ullies, we may fight a good fight,

Lo Note what it is to be a soldier of Christ., We
are not born soldiers nor compelled to serve,
When we volunteer Christ enrolls us and sends us
forth to fight aguinst his enemies and ours, Ilis
soldiers are well provided for. From his ward-
robe we are clothed, out of his armory equipped, at
his table fed, and from his treasury paid. Regi-
mentals have to be worn, marches endured, and
battles fought,

2. Study the qualifications of a good soldier,
Some are idle, they only swell the numbers and
count on pay-day and at reviews. Far different
are those who do not fight for pay, but whos joy
it is to serve. Obedience is one trait,  When the
boiling lava swept through Pompeii the Roman
sentinels perished at their posts,

** Theirs not to make reply,
Theirs not to reason why,
Theirs but to do or die.”

Courage is an essential, It is not one battle and
then rest,  The foes are many, subtle, and fierce,
We shall have to stand against customs that our
conscience condemns. The thought of our Com-
mander’s smile will help us to “dare to be a
Danicl.” Just as the common soldier suid to
David, “Thou art worth ten thousand of us®
(2 Sam, 18, 3), so each one of us, drawing upon
the forces of heaven, may be a host in himself,

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

The entire war which is narrated in this chapter
was precipitated by an indignity which can only
be felt in its force by those familiar with the
oriental reverence for the beard as a sign of manly
dignity and as man’s finest ornament. The king
Hanun had been bereft of his father by death, and,
s was not unusual, David sent an embassy of con-
dolence. IHanun's attachés induced him to believe
that David’s motive was to acquaint himself under

this cover with Hanun’s resources, and he was led
to treat the embassy insultingly, shaving off half
their beurd and removing one half their clothing
to the waist. No greater indignity could have been
shown,

Muny orientals would rather lose their lives than
lose their beards, The Turks used to regard beard-

| reaches the age of forty,

less Europeans as runaway slaves, Only in seasons
of sorrow and great culamity would orientals ueg-
leet their beards, In deep afliction they would cut
off or tear out their beards, or cover them up.
Moses forbude their even rounding the corners of
the beard (Lev. 19. 27), Arabians had almost an
idolatrous reverence for the beurd,

Among men in the East only the nearest relu-
tives were permitted to touch one’s beard. Chil-
dren and other near kinsfolk might gently touch
it us u xign of love ; a fugitive might raise his hand
to it while praying for succor ; and he who put his
haud on his own beard and swore by it bound
himself by the most solemn of ouths, to violute
which would render him infamous, At present iy
Pulestine the Jews strictly conform to their law,
and ullow the beard its nutural growth. After
reaching manhood it is  great reproach to shuve
off the beard.  The younger men shave chin and
fuce, ullowing the huir of the upper lip to grow, und
in some districts it is allowable to do this till a muy
Lepers were required to
remove the beard as a part of their ceremonial treat-
ment (Lev, 14, 9).

Ferse 16, Hadurezer, or, hetter, us in 2 Sam. &, 3,
Hadadezer, was the name of the Syrian and Assyr
iun sun-god, and this captain bore his name. Thus
fur, therefore, the contest between Jehovah wor
ship and idol devotion comes into the foreground,
and the triumph was for Jehovah. The peculiarities
of the attributes of the sun-god add foree to th
triumph. This god was Shan as, the “estublisher
of heaven and carth,” *“the warrior of the world,"
“the regent of all things,” * the supreme ruler who

casts an eye on expeditions,” * the vanquisher of
the king's enemies,” *the breaker-up of oppo
sition,” with special influence which
monarchs *“to assemble their chariots and their
warriors ;" he * goes forth with their armies,” and
chuses their enemies before them, and brings them
back to their own country with victory. But, on
the contrary, this warrior bearing his name is
thoroughly routed, though he was the chief war-
rior of a nation the males of whom were all trained
to war, and though he had seven hundred churiots,
a great host among those small nations, whatever
the numbers muy mean, in a time when numera
tion was imperfeet and unreliable,
Verse 19, When all the kings who were hLis sery

caused

ants or vassals went over in their allegiance t

David, it will be remembered that David dedicx
ted to Jehovah a thousand shiclds, In 2 Sam. 5.

we saw that David made a “league” with th
elders of Isracl, He now makes a ** league " witl
all those who had been vassals of Hudarezer, This
government by * leagues was of a very loose sort,
often meaning that Asiatic tribes expected more of
the king than they should render him, and the
tribes were ready to turn to a new sovereign on the
slightest cause. Russia, fur more than any power
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in Europe, has understood how to hold these Asi-
atie peoples by this kind of league; hence she has
extended her loose sort of sovereignty so widely
over oriental nutions,

By Way or Hlustration,

David, the warvior, David und Nupoleon, while
alike in muny things, were totally unlike in the
great end for which they were striy ing. Both started
in obscurity and rose
carthly glory, Both started with the convietion
thut they were destined by a higher powerto achieve
great things, Both passed through many affictions,
public and private, Egel, having reached the sum-
mit of greatness, fell from jt, And yet there was g
vast difference between David and Nupoleon, Ny
poleon died the death of a selfish, ambitious egotist,
whose later successes had fostered within him an
exaggerated sense of his own powers,  With g Je-
sire at finst to xerve Frane, y he soon entered upon u
mud scheme to make France serve him, « Your
first duty,” said he to his brother Louis, when he
made him King of Holland, *is to me; your second
to Frar In all this, David was Lis opposite,
st of his bitterest disuappointments he
eried out, exultingly, Hope thou in God, "
king is only the servant of Israel's God 3 David is
nothing, God is everything. Through all his cureer
he exhibits an unswerving faith in g righteous king-
dom,

Isracl’s

The warrior who has God on his side can be ful]
of courage, Gustavus Adolphus was such a hero,
The pietures which historiuns draw, representing
the king and his warriors on an oceasion of great
ditficulty kneeling with uneoy ered heads and plead-
ing for God's help and guidance, reveals one ele-
ment of his power,  On the morning of the buttle
of Lutzen, hic offered this prayer, 0O Jesus, help
e to fight this day for the glory of thy name,”
When this prayer was offered, and Luther's great
hymn, A mighty fortress is our God,” had heen
sung by the entire army, the command w s uttered,
“In the name of sus, forward, marel,," —Central
Christian Advocate,

(Golden Tert. The stone that falls to carth is
nothing bug lump of rock, while thut which still
follows after the comet is in its measure o part of
stream of light and beauty,  Our lives will be mis-
erably petty und sud if they get off into 4 lonely
sclfishness or nurrow worldliness ; as they enter into
and become part of 4 greater, u divine and heavenly
lite, they are glorified.—S. S. Zimes,

Christ is our leader in the battle aguinst sin and
he must prevail, A king going into hattle found
his generals greatly discouraged becnuse of their
smaller forces, Heo wus i great warrior and he said
to them, “I know our forces are smaller, but how
much do you count me for¢ » In the battle ugainst
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evil, how much do You count God fort Do you
believe God’s word to Abrabam, I am the Al-
mighty God?" [y the war against sin, do you
count in the “I believe in God the Futher Al-
mighty " of your creed ¢

Before the Class,

With map (preferubly one drawn in outline on
blackboard or paper) show the extent of the king-
dom over which David was mnude ruler when the
tribes assembled at Hebron, and indicate the terri-
tory occupied by the surrounding nations, Re.
viewing the story of David’s growing power and
pProsperity, as recorded in the preceding lessons,
show how this led to Jjealousy on the part of the
neighboring kings and resulted iy o series of wars,
Indicate the fleld and ult of each of them in
order: (1) With the Philistines (2 Sum, 5. 17-25;
8. 1)5 (2) with the Moubites (2 2); (4)
with the Ammonites and the Syrians (2 Sam, 10);
(4) with the Edomites (2 Sam, 8, 13, 14, and
1Chron, 18, 12), In all these wars  the Lord guve
vietory to David whithersoever he went, " At the
close the bounds of his kingdom were those fore.
told more than four hundred years before,

Sam. 8,

The story recorded in the lesson text gives ys “
glimpse of two cumpaigns against the Ammonites
und Syrians, and is chosen a8 4 typicul seene from
these wars of David, In 18 study notice (1) thag
the enemics were the uggressors (2 Sam, 10, 1-7);
(2) the strength of the enemies iy numbers (2 Sum,
10. 651 Chron, 19, 7) und in position
(3) the wise disposition of the
(4) the rcalinun]-un God when they had done their
best (verse 5); (5) the vietory (verses 13, 14); (8)
the renewed attack of the 8y rians and their defeyt
(verses 15-18); (7) the effect upon the allies und
vassuls of the Syriuns (verse 19),

Make the application in the line of persongl
Christiun experience, Show by reading of New
Testament references Liow often Christian life js
alluded to as warfure (1 Tim. 1. 18:6, 12; ¢ Tim.
2,35 4.7, ¢te.). Point out the enemies to | wer-
come (2 Cor, 2, 5, cte,), Find some of the nuny
promises of victory to the Chiristian,

Note the parallel with the story of the lesson
text: (1) The w eupons of the
of them ull'\vnsi\c(Eph. 6.1
the word of God”); (2) his eneniios are strong
(Eph. 6. 12, ete.); (3) he must use his own best
rowers of mind and will i, the confliet (Phi),
2); (4) after he has done his best his reliunce
must be upon God (Phil, 2, 18, 1 John 5. 4, ete,)
(5) the necessity for continyal watehfulness and
repeated battle with sin (2 John 8; 1 Cor, 14, 13):
(6) every vietory over particular sin weakens the
power of all sin over his lifo,

In closing emphasize the fact that, while there
are sinful tendencies in fallen humaun nature, holj-

verses 8, 4);

forees (verses 9 11);

Christian are none

1T=the sword * iy

92,
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ness is the normal condition of man ; and if in re-
linnce upon God he manfully takes up the struggle
with sin, all the unperverted powers of the universe

conspire to give him victory,

Blackboard,

\JJ} |>: D
:UN h‘.),r

~ YUY

\rJ\X\\ SUCH ALEADER
\\Q\'\ SHAW\ TEAR?

LIGHT axo SALVATION.

THE LORD
My

LIGHT | SALVATION

OVING ME SHIELDING ME
EADING 'TRENGTHENING

WHOM SHALL | FEAR?

GOLDEN TEXT.

" Anthorized Version.
Psalm 32. 1-11. [ Commit to memory verses
1-5.]
[Read also l'ﬂulm 51,
1 Blessed és ke whose transgression is forgiven,
whose 8in s covered,
2 Blessed s the man unto whom the Lorp im-
puteth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there 25 no

guile,

3 When 1 kept silence, my bones waxed old
through my roaring all the day long.

4 For day and night thy hand was heavy upon
me: my moisture is turned into the drought of
summer. Se'lah,

oo

LESSON VII. DAVID’S CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS.,
Create in me a clean heart, O God ; and renew a right
spirit within me.

Teachers’ Meeting.

Begin by pointing out how children love to see
soldiers on the march, at drill, or under review
Notice their fond for drill Boys
Brigades, and for pictures and stories depicting
great battles and grand heroes. Explain how one
nation, while preferring peace to war, yet if sur
rounded by cruel, barbarous people, might son
times have to fight in self-defense. 1. Deseribe 4
battle-field : (@) location, (4) natural advantages
2. Draw out causes of wur: (@) protect defenseless,
() retain territory, (¢) bless other nations throug!
Israel. 3. Picture contestants : (a) generals, (6) mod
of warfarc, 4. Notice reasoris why Israel should

have most courage : (a

ust experience, (4) valuabl
spoils, (¢) increased prosperity through protectior
to life and property. A good practical applieatior
eun be made by showing the evil within us thut
must be conquered, the wrongs in our own neigl

borhood we should do our best to put down, und
rization of the best forces in 1

the need for o
nation to defeat our worst foes,

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No. 1.

Battling for the Lord.
Soldiers who to Christ belong.

Noldiers of the cross, arise.
Sound the battle ery.
Onward, Christian soldiers,

No. 2.
Soldiers of the cross, arise.
0O, we are volunteers,
Forth, to the fight.
Go forward, Christian soldiers,
Soldiers of Christ,

|Aug. 16.

Psalm 51. 10,
Revised Version,

1 Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covercd.
2 Blessed is the mun unto whom the Lonrp in-
puteth not iniquity,
And in whose spirit there is no guile.
3 When I kept silence, my bones waxed old
Through my roaring all the day long.
4 For day and night thy hand was heavy upon

me:
My moisture was changed as with the drought
of summer, [Selah.

5 I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine
iniquity have I not hid :
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dged my sin unto th
ty have I not hid,
transgressions unto the
the iniquiity of my sin,

and my

Laaid, T will confuss my
Lonu ; and thoy forgavest
Se'lah,

6 For this shall everyone that is godly pray
unto thee ina time when thou muyest be found :
surely in the floods of great waters they shall not
come nigh unto him,

7 Thou art my hiding pluce ; thoy shalt preserve

me from trouble; thon shylt Compuss me aboyy
with songs of delive nee,  Se'lah,

8 T will instruct thee and teach thee
which thou shalt go: | will guide thee
eye.

in the wiay
with mine

9 Be ye not as the horse,
have no umlw-t:uulinz:

or us the mule, whion

in with bit and bridle, Jest they come near unt,
thee,

10 Many sorrows shall b,
that trusteth in the
abont,

to the wicked ; Lyt he
Lonn, merey shall compass Lijm
11 Be glud in the Loun, and rejoice, ye right
cous:and shout for j ¥y all ye that ar. upright in
heart,
~"This
penitential psulis, the others
102, 130, 143, It js generally
believed to have reference to the great sin of Dy-
vid's life (sce 1 15. 5), and to be designed to
extol the merey of God in granting him forgive~
In that case it had 4 notable relation-
ship with Psylm y in which we read the earnest
pleadings of o hroken and contrite heart, acknowl-
edging terrible guilt, confessing  bloodguiltine 8,
und praying fop merey and pardon,
convieted David of his sin the king

———
THE PENITENTIAL PSALMS,
ne of the so-culled
being Psalms 4, 8,51,

ness,

did not deny,

but confessed his deep guilt, and eried out, “[ |

have sinned against Jehe vl (2 Sam, 12, 13),
Psulm 51 is but an expansion of these words, Then
Nathan responded, * Jehovah ulso hath put away
thy sin: thou shalt not die.” Pualm 82 is assumed
to be David’s celebration of thyg most gra,
of Jehovah,
psalms will

A comparison of the seven penitentia]
be of great advantige to the st udent,

HOME READINGS

M. David’s Confession and Forgiveness. Psalm

Tu,

¢ sinful nature, Rom, 7. 14-25,

I Hope for the penitent, Joel 9, 1

Th. Confession of sin,  Ezra 9, 5-15
Prayer for forgiveness, Psalm 51, 7-19,

8. Cleansing, Ezek, 86, 22-31,

8. Praise for pardon, Psalm 103, 1-18,

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 124, New Canadian Hymnal,
Oh, for a heart. to praise my God,
A heart trom sin set free !

whose mouth nyust he held |

When Nutlan |

18 et |

OOL BANNER

I said, T will confexs my transgressions unto the
Lonn;
And thon forgavest the iniquity of my sin,

[Se’lub,
that is godly pray unto
thee in a time when thou mayest be found :
Surely when the great waters overflow they
“"all not reach unto him,
uart my hiding place

me from trouble ;

6 For this let every one

T i thou wilt preserve

Thou wilt compass me ubout with songs of de-

liverance, [Se'luh,
S Twill instruct thee and teach thee in the way

| which thou shalt go:

[T will counsel thée with mine eye upon thee,

| 9 Be Yenotas the horse, or us the mule, which
have no understanding :

Wliose trappings must he bit und bridle to hold

| them in,

| FElse

! 10

they will not come near unto thee,

Many sorrows shall b to the wicked ;

But he that trustet) in the Lok, merey shall
| compass him ubout,

i 11 Be glud in the Lorw, and rejoice, ye righteous ;
| And shout for Joyy all yo thut ure upright in
| lieart,

— —
No. 126, New Canadian Hymnal.
Lord Jesus, 1 long to be perfectly whole;
1 want thee forever to live in mysoul,

No. 127, New Cana lian Hymnal,
Blessed be the Fountain of blood,
To a world of sinners revealed.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,
| 1. Confession of Sin, v,
When is a sinner blessed ¢
What experience is suggested by these verses ?
Does the second verse mean that there gre men
who do not sin ? (Psalm 14, 2, 3,)
| What is David’s own testiniony on this point?
| What, the Ny cun the meaning be ¢
[ How did David feel when he hid his sin? (Verse
3,)
What was the effect of God’s lund upon him ¢
To whom did Daviq speak, and for whag pur-
pose !
What was the result ¢

1-5.

What nssurance has everyone who makes con-
fession? (1 John 19,

What should be the
(GoLpeN Texr,)

Wherein lies the wortl, of confession 1

Why will not God forgive without 4 man's con-
fession ?

2. Confidence in God, v, 411,
What promise of God makes the assurance of
verse 6 doubly sure? (Isa, 55, 6,7.)

prayer of every sinnert
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From what source alone does David look for de-
liverance ¢

What authority is there for believing thut this
was David’s own experience ! (Rom. 4. 6.)

What blessings does David expect will come
from forgiven sin ¢ (Psaln 51, 10-18.)

What is the warning of verse 0 ¢

Who have many sorrows

Who is sure of abundant )

Who are exhorted to great joy

When vhould God’s people rejoice? (1 Thess,
5.16.)

In what attitude does God stand toward the will-
ing soul that confesses its gin?

What sort of character does God desire to form

]

inment
Practical Teachings.

1. Six.—~Who has not sinned?  Who has not
been seonrged ! * The wages of sin is death ¢’

2. Foreiveness.—Who has not been forgiven ¢
Often has forgiveness come from father and mother
and friend.  But has God forgiven? Why not?
Heis willing. * There is forgiveness with Thee, that

thou mayest be feared.” Ilear Jesus pray, ** Futher,
forgive them,”

3. Peack.~Ilave yoi peace ? Suid Jesus, * Peace
ve with yow.”  You may have it, but not in
“There is no peace, saith my God, to the

Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That sin needs forgiveness ¢
2. That sin calls for contession,
8. That true penitence brings pardon?

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
, SCHOLARS,

2. Verses Ge11,

6. When saved ourselves what should we do¢
May we scek the Lord too lute! To what does
Duvid compare God’s judgment ¢ llow does he
deseribe the believer's sufety ¢

7. From what is God our refuge? Show that a
great change had tuken place in his case.

8. Whom does he seek to instruet ?

9. If we fail to follow the advice of good men
and seck the Lord, what then ¢

10. What will follow sin ¢

11. Why should Christians rejoic
ever justifiuble? To what Kind of lheart does
Christ compare the good ground ?

Is shouting

Teachings of the Lesson.

Timidity causes many to keep their griefs to
themselves,  The silent mourner is the greatest
sufferer.  When God's Spirit strives with us we
should lose no time in seeking the Saviour, Re
ligion is valued most in great danger, When saved
God does not leave us to ourselves, If gentle means
do not avail God will use severer ones, People puy
1. Religion is good for

dear for the pleasures of «
this life,

QUESTIONS FOR THE YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

What great and good man fell into sin ?

Hud God forgotten to help him?

What had David forgotten to do ¢

What was David’s sin ¢

Is selfishness always sin?

Does God love the sinner ?

Whom did he send to David to show him his

sin ¢
What did David do when he saw his sin ¢

: 1. Verses 1«5,
; 1. What is meant Ly transgressing ¢ What is
God’s forgiveness like ¢

2. How does God regard the forgiven one ¢ From

o what must we be free ¢

3. What is the effect of trying to hide our guilt |

and fear ¢
4. How was God's hand heavy upon David ¢

5. When did he acknowledge his sin ¢ How did
he show that he was in earnest ¢ To whom did he

confess ¢

LESSON

Agninst whom had he sinned ¢

What did he have to do t

Can anything be hidden from God ?

How do we know that David suffered when he
was trying to hide his sin ¢ (Verses 3, 4.)

What may we learn from the eightl verse ¢

I will Remember—
That God knows all T think or say or do.
That lic is sorry when he sees me going wrong.
That the safe way is to go and be forgiven,

OUTLINBE.

Three Conditions,

I. Tue Sixvrvr ConNpimion,
1. 1 kept silence. v. 3.

Covereth his

2. My bones wared old, v

No soundness.. . .thine anger. Psulm 38, 3,

8. Thy hand was heavy upon me. v, 4.

Thine arrows stick fast, Psalm, 88,

ins....not prosper. Prov. 25,13,

II. Tue SeegiNg CoNpITION,
1. L acknowledged my sin. v. 5.
I will arise and go unto my futher. Luke1s. 15
2. Every one. ...pray unto thee, v, 6,
Come boldly .
8. Iu a time....mayest be found. v. 6.
Seck ye the Lord....found. Isa. 53,

. throne of grace,  Heb, 4, 14,
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1L, Tug Savkn Conviriow, 3. Thowu shalt preserve me, v, 7.
1. Blessed. ., transgression i forgiven, v, 1, Tu his pavilion, P"“]"" 9. 5.
Being justified by fuith, Ko, 5, 1. 4. Hercy ehall compam him, . 8
Goodness and merey,  Psalm 23, 6,
2. The Lord imputeth not iniguity. v, 2, 5. Beglad in the Lord, v, 11,
Not imputing their trespasses, 2 Cor, 5, 19, Rejoice evermore, 1 Thess. 5. 16,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement.

David was now about fifty years old, and had reigned as king nearly twenty years, The nation was
highly prosperous, I'ere were no rebellions ut home, The brilliant victory of our last lesson was sue-
ceeded by the siege of Rabbah in the following spring, Then, when “all Israel " wos massed at the
metropolis of the Ammonites, striking deathly blows for king and country, David turried at Jerusalem,
This was one sceret of his downfall. From his youth he had been a may of war,  Noeall to the field "
needed repetition, Now when he could hear it und sleep he waus morally sick, though he knew it not,
Prosperity had brought sloth and selt-indulgence in jts train.  The double erimes of adultery and murder
were committed (2 Sam, 11). Some months after Urial’s death Joub sent to David the message con-
tained in 2 Sam, 12, 27, 28. The king went to Rubbuh, wag successtul, and returned, Bathsheba's child
was born a little later, and then came Nuthun's visit, By a beautiful parable Nathan #ot the king
by condemning another to condemn himself unconsciously, The sentence pronounced by God and the
subsequent death of the child brought Dayid t, the deepest and sincerest repentance.  In Psulm 51, sup-
posed to huve been written at this time, we read the carnest pleadings of g broken and contrite heart,
ucknowledging terrible guiltand praying for merey and pardon, Having obtained forgiveness, he describes
in to-duy's lesson the happiness of one restored to the divine fuvor A5 contrasted, in his own experience,
with the misery of an impeniteny concealment of gin, Like Paul (1 Tim, 1. 16) he represents his own
experience of forgiveness us designed to be an example and clcouragement to others, Iis erime must be
Judged from his times, his Surroundings, und from the standpoint of his repentance and sorrow,  If the
Bible unveils the sin in bold details, it also shows how Duvid’s whole after-life was darkened by the
shadow of that great eclipse. It is seen that even in the case of God's friends “sorrow tracketh wrong
as echo follows Song, on, on, on.” The chief emphasis should bhe placed on repentance, pardon, and the
cffort to help others, Thus from the durk depths of blackest sin the way will be revealed to thorough for-
giveness, fullest Joy, and subsequent usctulness, By Augustine this psalm was deemed so precious that
during his Jast illness he caused it to be written upon the wall of his chamber, opposite 1,is couch, so that
his eyes might cusily rest upon its cox rting sentences,

Verses 1, 2. Blessed. The word is plural, | is no longer reckoned against the offender, (3)
O the blessednesses ! denoting the multitude of bless- | Let ug yot brood over sins which God vefuses longer
ings which accompany pardon, (1) Though ours | to look at. In whose spirit there is no guile,
may not be the joy of angels who have never sinned, | No deception of himself; ny dissembling toward
we mu.://:m:n*tlublem'/nmq/'thr'rbr_//ireu. Trans- | God. (4) Zhere ous be no forgiveness without sin-
gression means crossing a boundary ; ¢ breuking cority on our part,
fuith 3 » £, lingaway ; breaking God's law by enter- This verse and thenext shed light on David's
ing the forbidden fields of sin. Sin in, literully, ¥y and show that before Nuthan approached
tiissing amark ; deviation fromapath, The word | him with his pointed parable Sam. 12) his con-
for iniquity conveys the idea of distortion, ¢ per- | science was aetive and his life wretehed from re-
version,” and contrusts the crooked ways of siuners | morse, Kept silence. Silent before d, but
with the straight line of duty, (2) However varied | not silent to himself, My bonmes. Iiis guilty
the aspect of sin, its original is the same. To Meet | seeret wore away Lis life's foundations.  Youthfy]
these ixpeets of sin we have o threefold deseription spirits departed, and ol uge came suddenly, because
of f cness.  Is forgiven, The burden of sin of mental agony. Roaring, Tl chained lion
is tuken away and the heart made o feel glad and seemed to be an apt figure of his owninward groan-
free.  Wihien this takes place the sinner is regarded | ing becuuse of uncon fessed sin,
and treated as if he had neversinned, The teacher 4. Day and night. Through the day his
should niake pliin to the scholurs how forgiveness royal robes covered an aching heart ; night brought
is obtained for them, Covered. Sothat its foul- ‘ heavier shadows to s burdened soul, Washeavy
ness no longer meets the ceyeof the judge. ¢ Hiq. ! Upon me, Partly by remorse of conscience, partly,

i rhaps, by actual sickness. God's chastisement

den,” not from memory, but from Jjudgment, Ime pel
puteth not, Asthe cunceling of a debt which is always in love, My moisture, Like o plant
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that is shriveled and dried up by intense heat.
In Palestine green valleys are quickly rendered

parched and desolate by intense heat, (5) Every pain
sent by God may be turned by us into an angl to
beckon us nearer to him. 1 a ¢hild burns his finger
with fire or cuts it with a sharp knife, the pain is

very great,  This is to guard him aguinst the fir
or knife the next time. I no pain ensued he might |
be 8o carcless s to cut or burn his hand soseverely |
Ro God sends suffering after

as to lose it for life,

It is uneertain whether

sin to deter from sinni
the expressions of verses 8 and 4 are figurative,

ferring to mental anguish only, or whether they
suggest that David’s trouble of conscience resulted
in illness and physical suffering,

5. Iacknowledged. This wus during Nathan's

visit (2 Sam, 1% About a year clapsed between

whe commission of the erime and its confi
Have I not hid. By the two psalms written at
this time (one of which was given to the musician
of the temple serviee) he publicly made kuown
his sin and confession,  Nothing was palliated or
withheld. Thou forgavest. The original ex
presses the immediateness of the purdon, (6)
Thorough healing will depend on thorough prohing
and removal of the evil that cansed pain. () God's |
Jorgivencss hasa breadth and power which man's can

never Possess,

6. For this. Ruther, Zherifore let every
one. Duavid presents his own experience of par-
don as an encouragement to others, Mayest be |
found. Literully, in a time of finding, Tle
meaning is, let no one delay, for there is u time of
not finding (Prov. 1. 28), The great waters,

Conviction of sin and punishment come like an | Compass him abo

overwhelming mountain torrent.  Penitence will
arrest the impending judgment ; persistence in sin
will cause the offender to perish. Not come
nigh. He will be safe like the one who stands
secure on a rock out of reach ot the raging flood.

(8) I we seck the Lord early we are sure to find
s

him,

7. Thou art my
either to the terror-stric!
of refuge, or to the rocky erags which were inae-

iding place. An ullusion
n manslayer and the city

CRITICA.

The story of David would be very incomplete
without some reference to his poetieal works, for
David was not simply a great king but a great poct
as well. As the composer of sacred lyries the
world has neverseen his equal ; at least, no hymns
of any age or clime have exerted the influence
upon the enlightencd nations of the earth as those
commonly ascribed to the pen of Duvid. The
Book of Psalms, the hymnal of the ancient Jewish
Church, is better known the world over than any
other collection of sacred songs. That David was
the author of a very large number of these is es-
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cessible to an enemy.  Compass me about, A
little while every event of life was an accuser,
but now wherever he turns he finds o new song
‘It suggests the picture of g
angels, joining hands about the son thut wus lost
and is found, and making him the center of a eirele
of joy." — lan Dyke. () Some of the vichest logsous

compuny of singing

of wisdom are learned under the vod of discipline,

8. I will instruct thee, David is !

Iressing
on overtuken in tran i

another godly |
and offers to point out to him the path «
y and Psalin 51,1

ne eye. The Revised Version has,

Compare Luke

1sel thee with mine eye upon the
is that of one who is telling another what way lic
ix to tuke to reach a certain place, and he says
will keep an eye upon him, he will not let him g

wrong. The popular view which represents Jeho

n this verse and the next seens
o although it is uphicld

vah as the speaker

to us foreed and inac
by u few scholars,
9. Be ye not as the horse, oras the mule,
The mule is a proverbial type of stubborn persis
ency,  Bit and bridle. It wen will not
governed by reason, God will use force, Lest
they come near. Better, “else they will n
come near "—will not be subject to your eontro

10) Sainte are drawn to God by love, sinners by

feur
10. Many sorrows, From them there is no
eseape and in them no vietory while he remains
wicked. He that trustethe This implies th
tken his xin, and now

he has confessed and for
gives himself up to God in trustful' obediene
« Surrounded on ull sides
to him from no din

by merey, harm can con
tion,

11. Be glad in the Lord. The cause for
exultation is in the knowledge, session, und en
joyment of God. Shout for joy, all ye. Ti
suved cannot refrain a hearty outburst of song, and
kindred spirits must share the joy of a pardoned

| soul. (11) There iz no need to seck for pleasure
the way of sin, while theve is such fullness of joy at
God's right hand,

L NOTES.

tablished heyond reasonable doubt, despite the
efforts of modern destructive critics to refer all the
pralins to a post-Davidie age, if not to post-exilic
times, Though the titles of several psalins have
been shown to be untrustworthy, it is a great mis
| tuke to reject the superseriptions of them all for
that reason.
It isa wise arrangement of the Lesson Committe
to introduce ut least two psalins for our study this
[ quarter, These reveal to us not only the poctic
talent of David, the warrior king, but also the
tenderness of his feelings, the depth of soul, und
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the thoroughly religious nuture of the sweet singer
of Israel,

It would be diticuls 1o overestimate Duvid's
services as king, in the early development of the
kingdom of sruel, or of the visible Chureh of God
on eurth,  Hud David not suceceded Suul, or hud
Absalom secomplished his de xigns and beconie the
King of Isruel, the conscquences might have been
truly fearful.  But somehow most people in our
duy Wil thank God, not for the work of David us
king on the throne of Isruel, but for the beautitul
psalms or songs bearing his nume, Thix is natural,
for where is the pious man who has not be n ben-
efited by the words of David ¢ His hymns are
adupted to every condition of men all through the
ages § they are so full of comfort tor the sorrowful,
of encouragement for those cast down under the
grievous burdens resting upon them,

It is, there-
fore,not without reason that most Christiun men and
Women in the dark hour of trouble, bereavement,
or diftieulty of 4
Psulter, ok of the
more than this ancient Hebrew Dy mnal.

Sible has aided devotion

This psalm is the second of the so-culled seven
penitential ones (the others are Psulmis 6,
102, 130, 143), und it is supposed to lave heen from
the pen of David about one Yearafter his sin with
Buthsheba and the murder of { righ,
1L 26, 7., and 12, 1-13, Pealm 51 must e been
written somew hat earlic vy for everything in that

¢ i

pralin: shows that the soul is still smarting undey
the tortures of 5 had conseienee, bethre o thorougl
repentance had  tuken pl
which we study to
4 man who has obt,

ace; while the psulm
Yy contains the experience of
ned forgiveness and who s
in full communion with his heavenly Futher,

The word maschil, oceurring here for the first
time, but found ulso in Psulins 42, 44, 45. 5

|
|

CHOOL BANNER, 477

whose sius the covering of expiution lics in God's
holy  sight,” Delitzseh, Imputeth not ine
iquity, Ini uity has been defined qs inequality
or ahser Just dealings, o drlrr:u\il) of nuture,
¢ three words are taken from Exod. 4. 7,

| “where the doetrine of forgiveness is first fully

y Kind turn instinetively to the |

f

4, 55, T4, 78, 88, 80, 142, us well us 47, 8, is oneof |

several terms in the psals that huve never heen
sutisfuctorily  expluined. [t s been rendered ;
“didactie poem, Y meditation,” ¢« g melodious or
skillful poem.”  The verb from which most Helry-
ists derive it denotes to he wise or skillful,

an adjective but a noun on the plural construet, and
might be rendered : *(Oh) the blessednesses of3
that is, freely transluted into Englisli;  [{ow ex-
ceedingly happy ! Transgression, A breuking
away from the good, u revol aguinst God, Fore
given. The word literally means * to lify up, orre-
move,” as u heavy burden, Transgression or guilt
18 regurded as a heavy weight crushing one to the
carth. Compare the phrase, “ taketh away the sin
ofthe world ” (John 1, 29). Sim. This is a failure to
satisfy the demands of the law or, as the original sig-
nifies, ** to miss the mark,” (See Judg. 20, 16, where
the verb is thus literally transluted.) Covered,

In such a Way as not to attract the avenging eye of
God, A mun whose sin is covered is a man over

rses 1 and 2. Blessed, This word is not |

|

|

and explicitly  expounded.” — Aferguder. In
whose spirit , , , no gaile. Not ouly tie

man whose outward comduet i correct, whose

words and + bt whose

Is are above reproi
heart, the source of all thought und desire, is ulso
pure and holy,  (See 1 John

3. When I kept silence, Wi
one yeu
The w

I was nearly
i4) My bones waxed old,
I8 often used poctically for the

(Comy,

1% bones
whole body, or the mun Limse It (See Psulm 35,
10 The body suffercd so much from the mentyl
Strain as to grow old und feehle,

4. Day and night.
meessantly (Psalm 1
upon Affliet
garded as comiug from ti Lord, henee they are

See Psulms 38, 25
<) My moisture,
but probably refer-
Thus the entir hody, his very
bones, and even the marrow of these bones were

A current phrase for
Thy hand was heavy
s und calumities were re-

called * his punishing| hand.”
, 1

Lot uncertain ling,

ring to the marrow,

consumed by the sin he was trying to coneeal,
4["“ ﬁglll'l‘ is ti

of' w plunt drying und withering
wehing heat of the sun, Selah.
never been trunsluted sutisfuctorily,

before the s
Thix word

It Jias been rendered * pex

interlude,” forever,
umen ™ (sing), “loud or stre 2" Those not sut-
isfied with this explunation s
Bible dictionaries,

T | acknowledge my sine The tense is fu-
ture, as it lie would Yy L resolved after months
of coneenling that 1 should confess my sins,”  8in

tould consalt their

caunot be hidden from the eye of God us long as
man is unwilling to bring it to the light of day,
wradoxical as it tay sound, the only way to hide
sin s to bring it to light, The iniquity of my
sin.  This is most probably a Helraisn, meaning
grievous sin.  There are but few udj
Hebrew, consequently two names ure used in order
¥ the thought, Rome, however, render
the first word “ guilt,” then reud, “ guilt of sin » op
“sinful guilt,”

6. For this. Becuuse God pardons sin, and
Joy i the result of confession, Everyone that
is godly. More literally, every gracious or kindly
disposed man, In a time when thoy mayest
be found. Before the heart is too hard, before
the temptations come i} an irresistible torrent,
This implies that there isatime when pardon cunnot

ives in

to intens

| be found. Not that God ever ceases to he gracious,

but that the sinner grows indifferent to his condj-
tion.  (See Isa. 55. 6, and Jer. 20, 13.) The
great waters, A very comman figure for danger
ina country like Palestine, where the mountain tor-

s ——

f
5
;
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rents would rise rapidly, and where no bridges were
built fur the safety of the people. (See Isn, 28, 2,
and 30. 28.) The great calamities of divine judg-
ment upon the wicked cannot overwhelm those at
puace with God,

7. Thou art my hiding place. Or, as St.
Puul expresses the same ides, * Your life is hid
with Christ in Go. The figure is tuken from the
muny caverns in Judea which had served as hiding
places for David when a fugitive before Suul.
The two beautiful hymins, *Jesus, Lover of My
Soul," and **Rock of Ages™ were suggested, it 1s
*aidy by this verse. With songs of deliverance.
There is no swecter or loftier song thun the song
of those redecmed ; forgiveness of sins brings
songs to every penitent soul,

8. 1 will instruct thee, Most commenta-
tors think that the psalmist, and not Jehovab, is
the speaker.  Duvid, having experienced purdon,
now begins to preach salvation to those lost in sin,
to those who are in the same state that he was
previous to his conversion.  We have the same
seutiment in Psalm 51, 13, I w
thee with mine eye upon thee, The Author-
ized Version is quite incorrect and misleading,
The meaning is, ** I shall keep a watchful eye upon
thee, und at the same time counxel thee, so that
thou mayest not go astray.” Those who make God
the speuker in this and the next verse, think that |
d tospeaking to man
[ The same objection is true, only in
a greater degree even, it we make God the speaker,

9. Be ye not as the horse. Listen to wis-
dom, be not irrational,  (See Isa, 1. 83 Jer, 8, 6,)

the chunge from speaking to G

Let your servi
Do not compei God to treat you as if you were
beasts,  In all righteous governments, those who
will not yield willing obedience will be foreed,
Else they will not come near unto thee.
Bit and bridle arc absolutely necessary ; otherwise
they would not come near man and do his work,
10. Many sorrows shall be to the
wicked. Suffering according to the Old Testu-
ment, was, us a rule, regarded as the direct result

be u reasonable voluntary oné,

of personal sin. Though sin is the greatest
source of suffering and sorrow, it is never sufe
to trace the culamities of life to the sin of the
individual, He that trusteth in the i ody
mercy shall compass him about. No one
enjoys as many of God's mercies as he who is in
perfect communion with him,

11. Be glad, ete. Itisthe privilege and duty
of every soul washed in the blood of the Lamb to
sing the pruises of his Redeemer. What an ex-
perienceds found in this psalm! Let us analyze it step
by step: 1. A consciousness of transgression, sin,
and iniquity. 2. An effort to conceal these and
the consequent sorrow and pain, 3. Confession or
acknowledgment of sin. 4, Forgiveness und ree-

onciliation. 5. The safety of the penitent sinner

who trusts in God, 6. The activity of the truly
converted in leading others to God. 7. The sens
of joy resulting from faith in God and activity in
his service,

Thoughts for Young People.
Think of the Other Side,

There are two sides to everything. A picture
has u front and a buck, a door an outside and un
inside, a carpet an upper and an under side. Th
one we zives but little idea of what the other
is like. From looking at the under side of a cur
pet we could not readily guess what the pattern ix
like. The sad moan which comes from many
wasted life and wrecked character and broke:
heart is, “ O, if I had only thought ? "

Lo There is another side to Satan’s allurements

These everyone must meet, Nobody escapes
Satan’s plan is to turn the bright side toward us
He lets us sec the broad, easy path of sin, but not
the ruin it leads to. e tempts us with tl
pleasures, but nothing about the wages of sin
At the other side of the brief enjoyment is pungent
and lasting sorrow, A wise man has said, ¢ 1f
could always see the buek of sin as well as its fuce
there would be very few sinners.,” Little fishes
do not get caught on purpose, but they are so
greedy after the bait that they do not see the hool
behind it,  Little mice do not get caught on pur
pose, but the cheese is so tempting they do not st P
to think ubout the trap. So after we have deeided
that a forbidden thing is desirable, that we can
have it easily, that no one need know, that it is
only onee and no hurm can come of it, till w.
yield, we immediately are ashamed, disappointed,
und filled with the sickening fear of being foun
out and punished,

o There is another side to the dipficulties
God's service. God’s plan is to let us see the dul
side first—the cross before the crown,  Men serec
weak things and prop rotten things, but God sul
Jects all his people to the ordenl of severe testing
From this rich compensations result. Bunyam
says, “Temptations at first are as the lion that
roured at Sumson, but if we overcome them th

next time we see them we shall find anest of honey
within them.” Two boys had each a coin givin
him to spend on his own pleasure, One saved |iis
and bought flower seed, which kept his garden gy
and sweet all summer,  The other spent his moucy
on askyrocket, After the *“ bang,” the shower of
sparks, and the momentary excitement, there wus
nothing left but a piece of burnt stick and a disu
greeable smell.  Think of the harvest we
reap if we are always brave for God.

3. There is another side to the great joy of a for-
given sinner.  We are never the better for yieldiig
to temptation, not even when pardoned. David,
mastered Ly lust and forgiven afterward, was rot
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inus good cuse uy Josepli who resisted it, The
sudly mauled moth w riggling out of the spider webh
will never fly the better for ity entanglement ; the
bird escaping from the fowler's snare Zuins no new
strength of wing ; the fish hn-ukingnwu) in agony
from the angler finds a hook in its mouth which
adds little to the joy of life, Sin always leaves
sears. It is good to he saved out of sin 3 itis bet-
ter to be kept from sinning,

—
A, J. Gordon's settlement over s Boston chureh,
he said, “ Do pot praise me; I do not know wh
Iy do before | am done with life,” Such con-
fessions not only indicate daily dependence upon
divine strength, but they become o blockade ugainst
future sin, if uttered withan humble, trusting spirit,

Before the Class,

Indicate the time of the Iu\nunuduring the latter
part of the period studied iy, the lust lesson—a time
when David seems 1o have been living in luxury
und comparative ease while his army was winning
victory in the field. Be sure that the cluss, unless
children, understand what David's sin was,  (If it
is not best to disouss it in the eluss, it will be well
toask the members to read 28am. 11 and 12 dup-
ing the week before the lesson is tuught.) Let the
sin beseen in ity Strong contrast to the general tenor
of his life, and show that it was less heinous in the
light of those times than if it were committed to-
duy, At the sume time let it be understood that he
sinned aguinst the Cxpress command of God ung
against his own conse etiee; and that because of Jijs
regal position it was expecially harmful in jes in-
fluence, and beeause of his religious leadership it
guve great occasion to the enemies of the Lord to
blasphicme,”

Taking up the lesson text observe that gy Psalin
51 is David’s confession and pi

By Way of Hlustration,

Verses 1 and 2, “niquity,” 4" transgres.-
ston”  Iniquity meuns a fulling out of the w ¥
Life is pictured as g straight, clearly-preseribed
path such as Bunyan saw in his vision ; and every
sin is a stepping aside. ¢ Strgip s the gate and
narrow is the way that leadeth unto life,”

Sin signifies missing the mark, Ay a slinger
when he threw Weapon might miss the object at
which he med, so in sinning we are missing the
ohjeet. Every man is born to a noble destiny, But
he who lives in sin mi ‘s his destiny
his prize, Transgression means the overleuping of
u boundury.  Sin and iniquity may he partly due
to weakness oy ignorance, Lut trunsgression, ¢,
clear a boundury at o leap or to push it down,” s
the work of an excessive and uneontrolled strength,
They are the Presumptuous sins which push aside
the laws of God,

and misses

er this is his song
of praise for forgiveness, In it we find the story of
his own experience and the lessons that he has
learned and would teach to others, (1) In verses 1
and 2 we find the Joyful outburst of » forgiven soul,
(2) Verses 3 and 4 tell of his bitter experience dur-
ing the year that he concealed hissin, (3) In verse
5 he tells of his confession and forgiveness, Now
he turns from his personal experience to speak the
words of warning and exhortation which atruly re-
pentant soul must speak to those in danger of full-
ing. (4) In verse ¢ he exhorts the followers of God
to pray to him before the punishment for their siys
comes upon them, (5) Having in verse 7 ex-
pressed his trust in God, a promise of the divine
guidance is given him in verse 8. (6) Vierses 9 and
10 contain  words of warning to the unreasoning
and wicked. Aud (7) verse 11 is a final outburst
of joy expressed in exhortation to all the righteous
to rejoice in such a God of forgiving love,

Sin, punishment, repentance, confession, forgive-
ness, joy, are words that have not changed their
meaning since the days of David, We can all un-
derstand his experience, and his words speak their
lessons to our Liearts, Seek to impress these thoughts
upon the class. Enforce by the words of Christ
and the apostles the truths that sin can be covered
only by God ; the penalty follows sin us effuct fol-
lows cause ; repentance and confession prepare the
way for forgiveness ; Jjoy fullows pardon ; our sins
should serve to guide others in the way of holiness,

Verses 3-5, Conscience, We are told that at Gi-
braltar there is o sentinel with match in hand,
guarding the entrance to the tunnel which leads
out to the * neutryl ground.” If there were any
insurrection in the gurrison Le could gt once light
the whole truin and blow the tunnel up 5 and to in-
sure watchfulness the sentinel is relieved every two
hours.  God has made ceveryoue the keeper of his
own heart habitation, Conscience is te sentinel
A conscience drugged, a conse ‘nee seared or
suiothered, leaves us ut the mercy of any insurree-
tion within or any snares from without, o en-
lighten our consciences and to strengthen thew,
God offers us his Spirit. What o erime it is to
quench the Holy Spirit !

Confession, A German prince traveling through
France visited the arsenal ut Toulon where the gul-
leys were kept. The commandant offered 1o set at
liberty any slave whom he selected, I conversing
With the prisoners the prince met with universal
complaints of the injustice of their confinement,
At lust he came to & man who said, 1 hyve been
8 wicked, desperate wreteh. Ideserve punishment,”
The prince procured his release,

Verses 7-9.  Some students remember o scene in
i village prayer meeting when Dr, Mark Hopkins,
then over eventy years of age, said, “One tide
bears in on me still, that I am g sinner, und my
only hope is in the merey of the Saviour,” At the
cclebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of Dr,

l
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Blackboard, | (8) His confession and forgiveness (verse 5): (4)
C4 )

| His eonfident trust in the protection of (

6, 7)3 (5) His counsel to others (verses 8, 9): (¢

(REATE | N M | His closing exhortation to Jjoy in the Lord (verses

10, 11)....Obscrve the words used with referenc

to sin, and their meaning. ...Show from the les
son some of the miserics of the unrepentant cond
tion: (1) Remorse; (2) Bitter memories ; |
1) Physi

al sutfering

Guilty consciousness ;

The steps to pardon as here shown : (1) 1 P

ance; (2) Confes ) Prayer The
the un iven sinner as hiere exhibited

(1) Happiness: (2) Proteetion ; (3) Safety ; (4

¢ (verse 8)5 (5) Rejoi

Wisdom from experier
IS TH'S Yo R PRAYER ? oo The henetits of the forgiven sinner to other

4 1) Asan encouragement (verse 6); (2) As un «
ample; (3) As an adviser....Or, tuke the outliy
ted in Jlustrative Note It is entitl
ven Ninner” (1) His s

CONFESSION awo FORGIVENESS. et ST i

ishment, but treatment which led to his r pentan

DAVID ) His confession, whole-hearted, public. (4) |
KEPT SILENCE | ACKNOWLEDGED | | forgiveness, immediate and complete. (5) 11
blessednes a) e is delivered from trouble—t}

ABOUT HIS His sorrow ending when salvation cume (4) He r
SIN SIN deives instruction and guidance—what a privile
AND WAS to have such personal care ! (e) He is surround

joy i the past

TROUBLED | FORGIVEN Lyt ¢
\is conscience is
BURDENED | BLESSED. g
WHAT BROUGHT THE CHANGE ? :
AVID'S OPTIONAL HYMNS,
DETERMINATION : No.1.
Come, sl Jesus® sucred volce
I WILL CONFESS MY TRANSGRESSIONS,” fhastas: bltines 4o1ba Wik
Just as T am,
“If we confess our sins he is faithful . . . to Prince of peace, control my will,
forgive.” Lord, at thy meroy
No. 2.

Se—— | Hear thou my prayer
The Teachers' Meeting.

This pralin records: (1) David's joy to the new
2) His

Still, still with thee,
I bring my sins to thee

Come, every soul by sin oppressed.

eness (verses 1, 2)3

experience of fo

memory of the bitter days of guilt (verses 8. 4); ' O what amazing words of grace

2.5'.'(921;4( LESSON VIII. ABSALOM’S REBELLION. Aug. 23,
GOLDEN TEXT. Honor thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be

long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. Exod. 20, 12,
| Revised Version,

And it eame to puss after this, that Ab'sa-lom
prepured him a chariot and horses, and fifty men
2 to run before him. And Ab'sa-lom rose up eurly,

and stood beside the way of the gate : and it was

80, that when any man had a suit which should

Authorized Version.

28am. 15, 1=12.  [Commit to memory verses | 1
4-6,

[Read chapte

1 And it came to pass after this, that Ab'sa-lom
prepured him chariots and horses, and fifty men to

15 and 16.]

i
run before him, | A
l come to the king for judgment, then Ab’sa-lom
called unto him, and said, Of what city art thoud

2 And Absa-lom rose up early, and stood beside
the way of the gate : and it was «o, that when any

Aug.
mun thy
.]unlrvnu-l

said, Of

servant

ORD,
b And t]

he arose, a

mtinually

TIME
Jerusalem ;
Many causes
ion, D,
tite forfeited
of Amnon, w

gruced and s
ther despoti
one approach
and many a ¢
of Judah, A
fond and fooli
of a royal mo
vain, selfish,
spiracy came ¢

|}
M. Absalor
Tu. David’s
W. David's
Th. Shimei's
F. Absalon
8. Causing
8. Rebellioy
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mun that had a contro I8y eame to the king for |
Judgment, then Ab'sa-lom " culled unto him, and
suid, Of what city art thoy ¢ And he said, Thy
servant is of one of the tribes of Is'y s |

3 And Ab'sa-lom said unto him, See, thy matters
are good and right : but there @ 1o mun v)o/”l{ul“f
the kin, heur thee,

4 Ab n said morcover, O thag | were made
Judge in the land, that ey ¥ man which hath any
Suit or cause might come Uunto me, and 1 would do
him justice !

5 And it was a0, that when any muan came nigh
to him to do him olcisanee, he put forth his hand,
and took him, and kisse. him.,

6 And on this manner did Ab'sa-lom to all
Is'ra-¢l that eame to the king for Judgment : so
Ab'su-lom stolc the hearts of the men of Is'ru-cl,

T And it came to py after forty years, that
Absu-lom said unto tl, ng, 1 pray thee, let e
o and pay my vow, which | have vowed unto the
W, in He'by
8 Forthy s

it vawed a vow while
f'the Loxn shall 1 It
dJera'sa-lem, then 1 will s rve

in indeed t)
: Lonn,

# And the ki id unto hi
he arose, and went to He bre
10 But Ab'sa-lom sent spies throughout all the
tribes of Is ru-el, ne, As soon as ye hear the |
sound of the trumypet, tien ye shall say,

reigneth in He'bron,

11 And with Ab'su-lom went two handred men
out of Je-ru'sa-lem, that we called and they went |
in their simplicity and they knew not anything,

12 And Ab'sa-lom sent for A-hith'o-phel the
Gi'lo-nite, Dy'v counselor, from his city, ewen
from Gi'loh, while he offered sacrifices,  And the |
CORSPITICY Was strong : for the people inereased |
continuully with Ab'si-lon,

m, Goin peace, Ko

Ab'sa-lom |

TIME.—B. ¢,
Jerusalem §  Iebyon,
Many causes coml

1024 and 1023, PLACES .
ENVIRONMENTS, -

¢ Absalom’s
rebellion, l>;nid‘-~inintln»umn.uw-rl'riuh the Hit-
tite forfeited his position as g moral leader,  The
of Amnon, witl its blood, revenge by Absalom, dis- !
grueed and stained the royal household, Like most |
other despotisms, David's hold became weaker as
oneapproached the capital and ceutral government,
and many a disloyalty had begun within the limits
of Judah, Absalom, restored to the fuvor of his
fond and foolish futher, used his opportunity, Born
of a royal mother, physically beautiful, impetuous,
vain, selfish, disdainful, ungrateful, reckless, con-
spiracy came easy to him,

vined to make possi

HOME READINGS.

M. Absalom’s Rebellion, 2 Sym, 15, 1-12,

Tu. David's tlight. 2 Sum, 15, 13-23,

. David’s submission, 2 Sam. 15, 24-31,

- Shimei's curse. 2 8um, 16. 5-14,

£, Absalom’s wicked intent. 2 Sam, 17, 1-14,
Causing sorrow to parents,  Prov, 19, 20-29,
Rebellious children, Isa. 1. 1-9,
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servant is of one of the tribes
And Ab'sa-lom saidl unto him, Sce,

And he said, Thy
of Is'ru-el,
thy matters are good and right ; but there is n
4 mun deputed f the king to hear thee, Ab'su
Lmorcover, O that were made judge in the

lund, that every man which hath any suit or cause

might come unts me, and T would do him Jus-
8 tice! And it was so, that when any man came

nigh to do himobeisance, he put forth his hand,
6 and took hold of him, anid kissed him.  Andon
this manner did Ab'sa-lom to all Isru-el that
came to the king for judgment: so Ab'sa-lom
stole the hearts of the men of Is'ra-cl.

And it eame to pass at the end of forty years,
that Ab'su-lom said unte the king, 1 pray tl
let me go and pay my vow, which
8 unto the Lowo, in He'bron,

vowed a vow while I uho

saying, I the Lowp sl

o

sl

-

1e0,
I have vowed
For thy scrvant
tut Ge'shur in Syy

leed bring me g

li

9 ru'sa-lem, then T will serve the Lonrn,
the king said unto him, Go in peace. So he
10 wrose, and went to He'bron, But Ab'su-lom sent

spics throughout ull the tribes of 1s ra-cly saying,
As soon a8 ye lear the sound of the trumpet,
then ye shall say, Ab su-lom is king in He'bron,
And with Ab'sa-lom went two hundred men out
of Je-ru'su-lem, that were invited, and went iy
fheir simplicity ; and they knew not anythiyg,
And Ab'sa-lom sent for A-hith’o-phel the
Gi'lo-nite, Da'vid's counselor,
even from Gi'loh, while
And the conspin CY Wus strong
inereased continually with

&

from his city,
he offered the sucrifices,

for tue peaple
Ab'sa-lom,
LESSON HYMNS,
No. 92, New Canadian Hymnal.
Hark! the Saviour's voice from heaven
Speaks a pardon full and free,

No. 98, New Canadian Hymnal,
Depth of mercy, can there be
Mercy stiil reserved for me?

No. 102, New Canadian Hymnal,
What shall I do, where shall 1 fleet
1 have no refuge, dear Saviour, but thee,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. The Politic Prince, v, 1-4,
Who was Absalom ?
What trouble had he

futher ¢
Who had brought about reconciliation ¢
For whut did Absalom intend to use his

tion to the king's favor ¢
What was the meaning of his display, described
in verses 1-3¢

previously given to his

restora-
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Of what ambition was this asign? (See 1 Kings
1.5.)

What personal element aided in Absalom’s pur-
pose! (2 Sam, 14, 25

What was wrong in his course ?

Where did Absalom go to seck the people ¢

Whom did he question, and how ¢

What flattery did the prinee utter?

What did he say about himself?

How did he honor those who would honor lim ?

T whom did he show these favors !

How widely did he thus extend his influence ?

Why ought *“the men of lsrael” to have sus-
pected evil ! (Sce Prov, 29, 5.)

Can you account for the seeming ignorance of
Joab and of the king ?
2. The Unnatural Son, v, 7-12.

Why did Absalom need the king's permission to
go to Hebron ?

Cun you explain the difficulty connected with the
time mentioned in verse 7!

How long had Absalom been in Jerusalem after
(2 Sam. 14, 28,)

How long, then, must his conspiracy have been
growing !

What spirit among the people could be truced by
the ease with which Absalom accomplished his

hix banishment ¢

purpose !

Who wus Ahithophel ¢

What is meuant by hearing the sound of the
trumpet ¢

How successful was the conspiracy ?

What is shown by it coneerning the character of
the people ¢

What is shown by it concerning the charucter of
Duvid ¢

What command did Absalom violute ?
Text.)

(GoLpeEN

Practical Teachings.

1. See how sin overreaches itself,  Absalom was
heir to the throne. Al he needed was to wait.
He hastened and lost all,

2. See how hateful ambition is when sinful, It
made Absalom a hypoerite, a liar, a murderer, an
adulterer; and at last slew him,

3. Sin may run prosperously for a while, but God
holds its tether ; and when he will it thrusts a dart
through Absalom’s heart and hangs Ahithophel,
Where are we warned against—

1. The wiles of the flatterer?
2. The pretenses of the hypoerite
The sin of the ungrateful son ¢

"OR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

QUESTIONS

1. Verses 1.6.

1. Where are horses first mentioned as in use by
the Israelites?
conspicuous ¢

How did Absalom muke himself

2. Where were Eastern courts held ?

3. Why had David neglected to deal out Justice?

4. How did Absulom seck to win favor with the
people? What effect would his favorable decisio <
have?

5. What eaused the people to pay him respeet
What murk of condescension did he show?

6. Why did people follow his lead ?

2. Verses T-12.

7. Where did he wish to pay his vow? Wiy
advantage would he have there ?

8. Where was Geshur? Iow did Absalom pr
pose to serve the Lord ?

9. Why did David give his consent ?

10. For what were the spies sent out 4 How wis
the news conveyed through the land? What ty

classes favored Absulom’s cause ?

11. How many guests went with him? Would
their presence have any influence? Why wis
Ahithophel invited?! Explain why so many were
ready to forsake D H

Teachings of the Lesson.

To be good where weare is better than to pretend
how good we would be in some other place,  Thos
who crave most for high position are usually o<
fitted for it.  Parents are willing to believe t] t
about their children, d people are often i
Wrongdoing may lead to a kind
There is trouble in store for

posed upon, of
temporary success,
everyone who sins against kind parents. To be in

the majority is no proof that we are right.

"IONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

Who was David’s wic

Whom did he try to please ?

What did this show ?

What bad thing did e do that made him leave
home ! He Killed his brother.

With whom was he onee niore at peace !

Where did he live now ! In Jerusalem,

What did he begin to do next ¢

Why did he do this?

Why did he go out in such grand style?

Why did he speak so kindly to the men he s !

What is very evilin the sight of the Lord ¢ Pres
tending what we do not feel.

What did Absalom ask of the king after a while?

What did he say he wanted to do ?

What wicked plan had he made?

Did the king know his plan?

Qu

ed son ¢

Lessons for Me.

Selfishness leads to evil acts,
»bedience to parents will be puni<hed.

God sees ull our deceit and marks it.

I His V.
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Ty

The Fast Young Man,

I His Vaxiry,

Chariots. .. horses. ., .men,
Much praised. ,
Man looketh, .

1L His Avmimio,

O that I were made Judge! v, 4,

Lay not wait, O wicked man, Prov, 24,
Greatest umong you, ,, «Servant,  Matt
I His Instscemiry,

Put forth his hand .,
By....fair speec|
Flattereth. ,, -spreadeth anet.

v. L

1 Sam, 14

«.appearance,

15, 16,

v ¥l
Row, 14, 18,

Prov. 29, 5,

-« for his beauty. 2 Sum, 14, 25,

IV. His Fiias Inprery,

Absalom said unto the king. v. 7.
Honor thy futher, Exod, 20,
The eye that mocketh, Prov,

| V. Ihs Hypocrisy,

Vowed a vow, v, 8,

Whited sepulehers,  Matt,
Be not rush.  Eecles, 5, 2.5,
VL s Poumiear, Corrrrmion,

Sent apies throughont. .. tribes, v, 10,
Mine own -ugainst me, Im 41. 9,
Many rise up against me,  Psalin 3, 1,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES,

General Statement,

Eleven or twelve
Amnon’s erime und death, Absalom’s
licre the numbering of Israel and the

great law, gradually yielded its sad hary
rebellion stood reluted to David’s own sin,
crime,
only a solitary flash, This led
fear Absalom sought refuge

Absalom to murder

eventful years lie between our 1

ger was only the nhucl-]ightlung of pu
Amnon,
at the court of his muaternal grandfather, Tulmai, King

ast lesson and that of to~day. These years witnessed
exile, and Joab's iki
pestilence which followed it.
that his fall was but apussing lupse from which he 800n recovered himself, the

irtifice to secure his recul], Dr. Ge
While David's own life

ulso places
had proved
seed of his sin, under God's

A glunce ut the cireumstances will suftice to show how this
As u parent e fy
It is said “he was very wroth.” But the an,

led to punish Amnon for his dastardiy
n, and then
But through

of Geshur,  Here he

Again punishment is omitte

remained three years, 1t is probable that he regurded himself as unjustly blamed for having done what

liis father should have done,
funcied wrongs, and plan for redress,
influence would be exerted in favor of . lomon,
period. If properly so they show that the
was of imperious mien and beautiful presence,
claims. By flattering the people, and speaking evil
neeessary,  When his plans were
tained permission to go to Hebron,
whom we have nursed, fed, clothed, and prayed
This was now Dy

ness, id's doom,

This exile, with its enforeed
He regarded himself us
Psulms 41, 55, 38, and
king must have been too sick to administer Justice,

Rising early to meet 1he + cuses
an appeal to the seenie appetite of the Eastern, appearing in splendid equipuge

fully formed, on pretense of wishing to offer

where, by his appointment, other conspirators met him
cluimed him k g, “Sharper than a serpent’s tooth it is to have a thankless child,”
for, turn aguinst us, is the lust

idleness, gave him opportunity to nurse his
rightful heir to the throne, But Bathsheba's
39 are by some referred to this
Absalom
needing judgment, by
he set off his personal
believe that a change wus
asucrifice to God, he obe
und pro-
To have those
dreg in life's cup of bitter-

of his futher, he made some

Verse 1. It came to pass.  As the fulfill-
ment of Nathan's prophecy (2 Sam, 12, 10, 11),
After this. The recull of Absalom and his read-
uittance to favor. This was done without re-
pentance on his part. Chariots and horses, 11¢
imitated the magnificence of foreign monarchs in
order to make an impression on the people. To run
before him. In oriental fashion,  Dr. Trumbull
suys when his little part, - started from Cairo for the
'y ramids a handsonie Young **suis” clad in blue,
scarlet, green, and #old, ran before them at the top
ol his speed, calling out for u elear path among the
camels, donkeys, and foot passengers.  Iorses

were a novelty among the Hebrews, having only
been reeently introduced from Egypt. (1) Twue
dependent on outward show,

To show hix zeal and be
who would probably sit

greatniess is not
2. Rose up early,
on hand before the king,

| inthe gate during part of the day. Way of the
| gate. On one side of the street which led to the
door of the king's Paluce, in which door Dyy id ud-
ministered justice, [lere he intereepted sueh per-
SOnS us cume to Jerusulem witly complaints of w rong,
and hy fluttering arts sought to ingratinte himself
intheir good will, Had a controversy, A suit,
as in verse 4, Foreign wars, extensive building
enterprises, the love ot pleasure, and probubly the
| weakness of advancing Yyears, led David to neglect
his duty as theonly “ oourt ofappeal " in all Ispyel,
Absalom called. Ty showing friendly fy-
miliarity and uffecting a particular it rest in each
neweomer. Such generosity and civility would
make him a favorite, (2) Flattery beguiles the un-
| wary to their ruin,

| 8. Thy matters
! just.

“Thy cause is
He

are good.
This the citizen already believed,
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would contrast Absalom’s interest with David’s
unconcern.  No man deputed. There is no

official hearer appointed. The king takes no in- |

terest in the wrongs of the people.

4. O that I were made judge. Muny
imagine becuuse they see some details which they
could improve, that therefore they could do the
whole work better.  Absulom was too wily t
express & wish to be king. (3) Pride and envy often
underlie hostile eriticism,

5. To do him obeisance. Ilis princely
bearing and retinue would Lall of lower rank
who came near him to show their deference,
Took him, and kissed him. Instead of allow-
ing them to do him homage as the king's son,

he feigned hamility and condeseension, By such
means politiciuns court power in all lands,

6. Stole the hearts, Robbed his father of the
people’s atfpetion, and transferred it to himself,
The multitude r
foresce the tendency of his consent. (4) AN suceess

niled to penetrate his motives, «
depends upon winning men's hearts,

7. Forty years. A transcriber’s error for
four. The Arabic and Syriae versions read ** four
years ;" so does Josephus. These would be reck-
oned from Al
plot for the throne. Pay my vow,
whether he had ever m

w’s return to Jerusalem and be-

ginuing to

It is uncerta
vow us hie here pretends,
his birthplace, the eapital of Judea, a famous high

uny such

This was

place, and far enough distant for his purpose. It
was here that David had first be winted king,

(8) Religion is too often used as a o wak for serious
evils,

eshur was northeast of Bushan, and
midway between Damasens and the Sea of Galilee,
randson of the King of Geshur,

Absalom was the

If the Lord. It is probable that all this talk was
pretext and lies. Serve the Lord. By offer-
g a sacrifice,

“ Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also
reap.” No one realized the awful meaning of these
terrible words more than King David, For though

he had repented with bitter tears, the clouds of |

sin continued to hover over his unhappy house-
hold till his last da Sin cannot be committed
with impunity ; its traces cannot be effaced. How
dreadful the words of the heroic Nathan : ¢ The
sword shall never depart from thine house, . . Thou
didst it secretly 3 but I will do this thing before Is-
rael and before the sun’ (chap. 12. 10-12), The

royal sinner cannot bribe Heaven, but must be ex-
posed like the vilest eriminnl before all raen, who
will no more think well of hin. ; and then what in-
ward tortures must be in that heart, once so pure
and so full of the Spirit of God ?

Verse 1. And it came to pass after this,
Atter being received into the fuvor of his father, The

CRITICAL NOTES.

ER. [Aug. 23,

9. Go in peace. Duavid seems to have n
suspicion of the black conspiracy veiled under thi
pious proposal. He was probubly at this time 4
‘ lax monarch. IHud he not been so engrossed i
| Tuxurious self-indulgence he would not have be

so deaf’ to the complaints of his subjects and blind
| to the treachery of his son. (6) Lack of self-re
| straint is the door through which fatal influences

creep,

|  10. Sent spies. These were to ascertain th
“ feelings of the people, and to fun the flame of dis

| content, but were only to sound the rallying cry

pl where they could reckon upon support. The
sound of the trumpet. Thec signal for revolr,
like the hoisting of a standard in modern times

He was to be proclaimed king simultaneously

over the country.  Im Hebron. For his purpos
the place was well chosen, It is probable that the
tribe of Judah resented its absorption into the
nation at large, and the city of Hebron contained
rieved by the remova

many persons who were ¢
of the court to Jer

11. Two hundred men. These were men
of distinetion, and went as invitc
like Samuel's in 1 Sam, 2, Their high stand
ing would create an impression that the king patror
ized the movement.,

12. Sent for Ahithophel the Gil
80 called from his native city Giloh, a fow il
south or southwest of Hebron. He was one f

sulem,

guests to a fi

| David’s chief counselors und a man of great SHgi

| ity (2 Sam. 16 Offered sacrifices, T

| was o holy service, but a means to blind the k ne

| and people, and help to inaugurate sedition. The

! people increased. Those whom he had cor

| plimented and caressed not ouly joined his caus

[ but used their influence to win others. A generl

’ dissatisfuction must have existed aguinst the person

| and government of David. (7) Sueccess founded upon
tricks and wrong can never be permanent.

phrase, is, however, often used without any chrono
logical foree, to hegin o story, like our ** Onee upona
time.” That Absalom prepared him a chare
iot and horses. The plural form chariots of the
Authorized Version is wrong, for the Helrew
equivalent is singular, The reference is to & mag
nificent state carriage, drawn by richly caparisoned
1orses, and attended by fifty men as escort. Ile
had acquired a taste for such display, most proh
ubly, at the court of his grandfather, in Geshur
(chap. 3. 8), whither he had fled after the murder
of Amnon, and where he remained three years
2 8am. 13, 88), Such porp and dixplay were very
pleasing to the populace, and served to make Albsa
lom very popular. Compare the case of Adonjiuh
(1 Kings 1. 5). Horses were prohibited by the law
(Deut. 17, 16), but, alas! David was growing lux,
and like many a father in our day, tolerated evils

Aug.
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5. To do him obeisance, Syc), respect g
was due a prince of the realin. - Put forth hiy
hand, ete, Mude himself most fumiliar with them,
U8 much as to say, % Plegse forbear, | am simply
Your brother, not Your superior.”  The de \agogue,
the plague of ul] times, is seen in every act and heard
in every word, Iow many places of power and
influence in Churel and in State have been gained
by the most unworthy flatterers Just in this man-
ner! Agamemnon is often quoted s man of this
type

in his children which he could not himself upprove,
nor practice,

2. And Absalom rose up early. Early
rising was common in the Eust, as most business
was transacted carly in the day.  The fuet that the
king’s son was at the gate at an early hour, min-
gling freely with the people, made him o fuvorite,
Beside the way of the gate, Near the roud
leading to the court, 1y ancient times the public
business was transacted at the gate of the town,
Later the word « e Was used by aceommodation
for a court of justice, where the

AW was adminis-
tered.  “ The sublime Porte,” synonymous w ith the
Turkish government, denotes “high gate,” and
tukes its name from the principal gate of the sultan’s
puluce at Constantinople, When any man had
A suits This is better than controversy, The same
word oceurs in verse 4, where it js correetly ron-
dered. The king was the supreme court, the fing|
court of uppeals, In small kingdoms, the king

+ Stole the hearts of the men of Israel,
There are thieves and thieves, and the very worst
thieves, very often, are t * who do not pass
under that name, The transgression of Absalom
could not huve been characterized in more appro-
pPriate language, 1t wys, s Blaikie says, “swin-
dling in high life,” ippropriating valuable property
on false pretences,

7+ At the end of forty years. This as it
stands is nninu-lhmi:h-; it can neither refor to the
age of Absalom nor to the p n of David, Iy s
very common in thiy
book, of curcloss copying. Though the original
manuscript wus inspired, we need not belicve that
all copyists were, There isno doubt that we should,
with the Syriue, Arabie, Vulgate, Josephus, and
others, read four instead of forty, The meaning
then is elear, namely, that the open rebellion of
Absalom broke out four years after t} sconeiliation
With his father after four years of tritling with the
hearts of the people and intriguing against the king,
his futher. Let me &0 and pay my vow, The
king, naturally o religious man, would he delighted
beyond measure with the manifestation of such g
ligious spiritin his w ayward boy, But what hypoe-
risy! How many mean things haye been done in the
name of religion ! Iy Hebron, jiis native plage
(ehap. 8. 2,/.), the city where he worshiped Jehoval
when a boy, therefore apparently very dear to him,
Morcover, Hebron Was one of the most sucred Spots
in all the land, the burying-place of the Ppatriarchs,
the hiome of many priests, the first capital of Dyy id,
where perhaps were many who had violently op-
posed the removal of the royul residence to Jerusy-
leni. There is reason for helieving that the tribe
of Judah had grown lukewarm toward David, und
that Absalom was reasonably sure of support from
this tribe, “qp iy Probuble that the old tribul
Jealousies had beey revived,” . | | ¢ 8yl a 8pirit
of discontent would aceount for the slackness of
Judah to bring back the king when the rebellion
Wus over (chap, 19, 11),"— Kirkpatrick,

8. Geshur, Thix country was northenst of
Bushan and adjoining Argob, and corresponded
with El-Lejah of our times, T will serve the
Lord. This Simply means, that he will pay the
vow which he then vowed,

9. Go in peace, So gratified was David with
this pious deed of his son, and so free was he from

could easily settle all cuses himself, but iy, lurge
cmpires this would be impossible, una Judges would

have to be uppointed, |t seems that Absalom was
trying to work himself into such an office ; since
this would give him un excellent opportunity to

doubtless unothey instane

please the people, und throw out many insinuations
against the king, who wus now by ming old, Of
what city art thou? )iy ina perfect picture of
the unserupulous politician on the eye of election,
Such interast on the part of the prinee in the wel-
fure of disappointed litigants could not but produce

the desired effeet ; for they all desired to have 4
good influential friend ut court,

See thy matters are good and right,
He would of course listen to the case, and pro-
nounce the same judgment Ol every oceasion, re-
gardless of the merits of the point at dispute,
There is no man deputed by the king to
hear thee, The king himsclf is either too busy,
Or too far removed from his subjeets, He is supreme
ruler, and therefore unconcerned about the welfare
of his loyal people.  Indeed, it is not improbable
that David, engrossed with great state questions,
had neglected some minor things, 1Ile does not
dircetly aceuse the King of willful injustice, but of
gross neglect,

4. O that I were made judge, No doubt Ab-
sulom expected to be king; Amnon, his oldest
brother, was dead, as was glso most  probably
Chileab, the son of Abigail. There were, however,
influences working against bim, and the most
powerful, we can wel] imagine, was Bathsheba,
the mother of Solomon, Though he really desired
to become king, he dares not make that known gt
the beginning, and simply utters a wish to be made
Judge, not for his own sake, but for the ©ood of the
People. T would do him justice, This is a
very strong insinuation that the poor litigants, or
Suitors at the gate, did not reccive their rights under
the system then in vogue,
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suspicion, that he consented at once. The law of
Moses (Lev. 17. 8, 7.) required that sacrifice should
be offered in one pluce: had David insisted upon
the observance of this law, the insurrcetion might
have been avoided. But David in this, as well us
in other points, yielded to custom. What safety
there is in keeping God's law, regardless of public
opinion !

10. Absalom sent spies. These were sent to
sound the people, and to create sentiment favorable
to the young rebel.  There would be all over the
land those smarting under some wrong, re
supposed, as well as o host of disappointed pol
ready for any change. ‘T sound of the
trumpets The conspiracy had been well planned.
These trumpeters had been stationed at convenient
distances all over the land, so that they could all
blow almost simultancously, at the very time
Absalom was procluimed king at Hebron, The
advantage of such a course is evident, since many
would swear allegiance at once to the new king,

11. With Absalom went two hundred
men. These were the special guests, invited to
the religious feast at Hebron, and were, without
doubt, from the best fumilies in Jerusulem, For
then, as now, it would have been very difficult to
forego the honor of escorting a prinee on any kind
of an expedition. Society does not always insist
upon u spotless record, especiully where there are
weanlth and influence.  In their simplicity.
Knowing nothing of the conspiracy. The presence of
two hundred people from the best eitizens of Jeru-
sulem would produce a wonderful impression, and
would doubtless influence many to rally around the
standards of the new king. loubt that these
two hundred, willing or unwilling, would have to
stuy at Hebron, It was sharp practice,any way we
lnok at it.

12. Ahithophel the Gilonite. Ahithophel,
u resident of Giloh, a city not far from Iebron, in
the hills of Judah (Josh. 15, 51), supposed by
some to have been the grandfuther of Bathsheha
(chup. 11, 3, and 23, 34), was famous for his wis-
dom and safe counsel (chap. 16, 23). He was u
member of David’s council, His advice to Absalom
oroves also that he was a man of great insight, iis
adviee, iff Absalom had followed it, might have de-
feated David, Besides heing notorious as an arch-
traitor, he is ** the first deliberate suicide on record
(chap. 17 3 for like Judas, with whom he is often
mentioned, he hanged himse f,

Thoughts for Young People.
Success in Life,

A blucksmith stood beside his anvil in the
smithy. In one hund, by means of tongs, he had a

could help fashion the pliant material at his will, He
paused to decide the question, * What shall I make
of it?” That is the supreme question for youny
people.  What shall we make of life with its forecs
and opportunities? It is good to begin with u
right aim,

Lo What some pronounce success is failure, Tl
idea of some is that success consists in a good
position or wealth, But if these are gained at the
expense of moral health, or by means of trickery
and dishonest practices, when viewed from God’s
idpoint such lives have dismally failed,

2. What some brand as failure is success in the
highest sense.  Milton completed his Puradise Lost,
and a bookseller only gave him seventy-five dollurs
for it. Yet hedid not fail. Christ's life was
|n.u~ul in poverty and l'ltNul in darkness ; but he
¢ rei 1g|n from the cros
3. . istinct aim is an essential. A man may
run very hard in a race, but it he be running uway
from the goal all his encrgy will not help him
Many who truly succeed finish the work m their
own minds fisst.  Forming un ideal is a long step.
Muny remain unfulfilled prophecies through luck
of other qualities,

o Christian character is the all-important thiny
This counts for more than all other things put to
gether, A flaw here will bring sure disaster. T}
saddest wreeks on the broken waters of society un
those who have uccomplished other things bu
failed to become Christians, A distinguished pro
fessor kept photographs of his students, He divided
them into two lots, One he called his basket of
addled eggs. They were portraits of men who hul
fuiled though they once promised mueh. Shall tl
hope of our friends and of Christ be reulized in us?
Suppose a girl bought a new dress and paid for it,
would she be satisfied if the storekecper suid the
purchaser could not have it just yet as she wanted
to wear it herself, but perhaps when she had done
with it the rightful owner would receive it.  Christ
wants usnow, Let us give him our allegiance,

st

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

| The chariot was adopted by the Jews from tl
Egyptians if not actually imported from Egypt,
where they seem to have come into use as early s
B. C. 1530. Down to David’s time the Israelites
possessed but few chariots, partly because they
were prohibited by Jehovah. Solomon maintained
a force of 1,400 chariots, which it is estimated cost
600 shekels each, and the horses each 150 shekel
The Assyrian chariots were similar to the Egyj
tian, the how being the weapon of battle, and were
vichly mounted with quivers full of arrows; tl
Greeks used spears ; the Persians and probably t!
Syrians and ancient Britons used a elass of chariot
mounted with sharp sickle-shaped blades which

picce of metal at white heat, and in the other his
hummer, while all around him were tools which

cut to pieces whutever came in their way. Intle
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Yptian and Assyrian art are ny
representations of chariots, showing how highly
they were ornamented,  Whethep the * jrop
chariots of Seripture were strengthened or plated
with metal or were furnished with seythes seems
still doubtful, The ornaments consisted of pan-

ous

eled and inlaid valuable woods and metals, The
Egy ptian monuments show that the strength of the
armies of the Pharaohs wus their chariots, The

chariots of the army of Cyrus were g
to carry twenty men

pacious enougl
fighting from them,

The ancient Persians, who worshiped the sun,
dedieated certain horses and chariots to it, The
Kings of Juduh full into the same idolutry, The
rubbing say the kings and nobles rode in chariots
when they went fortl, to meet the morning sun,
and these chariots of the sun were those which Jo-
siah burned (2 Kings 23. 11), The Hindus believe
that their god Siva sends his angels with o green
chariot to fetch the souls of those devoted to him,
One of their holy kings is reputed to have heen
taken to heaven in chariot, without the puin of
dying, as E ah was,

The chariot was sometimes used fi,r state show,
or by noble private persons,  One of the most
interesting of the Egyptian paintings represents 4
rerson of quality apri ing late at an entertainment,
drawn by two horses, attended by running footmen,
one of whom hastens to knock at the door of the
house, another udvances to tuke the reins, a third
bears a stool to nssist his master in alighting, Most
of them carry their sundals in their hands that they
may run with the greater ease.  ** Absalom pre-
pared him horses und chariots, and fifty men to run
before him,”  These Were mere uttendant outryuy-
uers, for show of royal state pomp, distinet from
the warrior's footmen, and the common messenger
serviee, though they might on oceasion be used for
these purposes,

By Way of Illustration,

Verses 1-6, g, Absalom stole the hearts of the
tien of Israel,”  Stole them! It wus o miserable,
lying, thievish transaction, It js possible to gain
the hearts of men by fair and honest means, Sin-
cere attachment and affection gives and receives,
receives and gives, There js fuir e change and
1o robbery, Bug Absalom traded lies and sneers
and empty promises and other nothings ” for
honest and loyal devotion,

Verses 7-9, Hypoerisy,

A very skillful painter
in London exhibited u piece representing a friur in
bis holy dress, View the painting at adistance, and
You would think the frigr to be in a praying atti-

tude. His hands are clasped together on his breast,
those of the pub-
good man appears to
adoration and devout
But take a nearer view and the de-

bis eyes meekly cast down like
lican in the gospel ; and the
be quite absorbed in humble
recollection,

"HOOL BAN.

on vanishes, The hook which scemed to be
before him is discovered to be 3 punchbowl, into
which the wreteh js all the while, in reality, only
squeezing a lemon,  How good & representation of
a hypoerite !

8 tell us of the Chalydonian stone, that
it will retain jts virtue and luster no longer than it
is inclosed in gold. A fit emblem of the hy poerite,
who is only good while he is inclosed in golden
prosperity,

FVersea 10-12,  Murder of parents was by the Ro-
man law punished in o much severer manner than
any other kind of homicide, After being scourged,
the eriminals were sewed in a leathern sack with a
live dog, a cock, a viper, and an ape, and so cast
into the sea. Solon in his laws, made none against
parricide, conceiving it impossihle that anyone
should bLe guilty of so unnatural 4 barbarity,

The Teachers’ Meeting,

An introduction ;
What is it like?

Have you ever sown seed?
A dead thing ; no bright color;
no sweet odor, Is it really dead 7 Pyt je into the
ground; place u stick to mark where it is, and by
and by you will find many things,  Our actiong
sow seeds in others' lives,, building suddenly
fell, and it was found that the supports had heen
caten Ihmugll—honuyomnbul—hy a small worm,
So David’s I)m»ncnunlilml.\' tottered, but the germs
of destruction had heen long groving.. . .I. David’s
home life: (1) His udultery with Buthsheba ang
his killing of Uriah furnished to Amnon an ex-
ample in lust and to Absalom an example in myr-
der. They were links in a chain of events which
included  Absalom’s exile and rebellion, (2) His
marriage with Muachah, the heathen beauty who
became mother of Absalom, (3) Iis utter negleet
of parental duty, as in Amnon’s cuse. II, Absy.
lom’s training : (1) A godly father (in sentiment,
at least) and o heathenish mother, (2) Luxurious
life in palace. (3) Rare personal beauty inviting
flattery.  (4) Paternal truining probubly interfered
with by state cares, (5) The moral ehoice was his
own, IIL. Facts that led to the rebellion :
(1) Change in David's character—love of pleasure
undermines the heroio element, Alienation of
tribe of Judah ; in moving from Hebron David had
scemed to desert his early friends, (3) Intrigues
in court, (4) Heavy taxes levied to sustain foreign
wars.  (5) Sense of the injustice of Absalom’s
exile. (6) Sincere preference for Absalom s heir
(he way handsome, brave, affable, unq as eldest
son might elaim royal rights ; but Duvid was sure
to select Bathsheba's son: 8o Absalom's only
chance lay in rebellion), 1V, Favorahle conditions ;
(1) Peace gave chance of dissension, (2) Griev-
ances demanded redress, V. Characterize the plot.
It involved ; (1) Hypocrisy ; (2) filial impiety ;
(3) political corruption ; (4) disregard of best in-
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terests of nation, Was this the return to make to
a kind father ?. ... Against what sins are we warned
in this lesson ? (1) On David’s side; (2) on Al
lom’s side; (3) on people’s side,

Blackboard,

IN ABSALOM'S HEART

|
DISHONOR [

CAST BY
ABSALOM MANY [
UPON |

HIS EARTHLY | OUR HEAVENLY
FATHER.

HIS ACTIONS | OUR ACTIONS

TURN MEN
FROM
THE KING THE LORD ‘
TO TO
HIMSELF. THE WORLD. ||

“ Look well to thy ways,””

OPTIONAL HYMNS, ‘
No. 1,
Tho’ troubles assail,
Deep are the wounds,
1 lay my sins on Jesus,
Broken in spirit,
My Jesus, us thou wilt,

No. 2.
Here on earth where foes surround us,
Whenever trials press my soul,
I an sheltered in Thee.
Be with me every moment,
Fear not, O troubled soul,

| wedo?

References,
Freesan, Ver. 1: Running footmen, 814, Ver,
8: Vows, 851,

Before the Class.

Introduction. Trace the series of events which
leud up to the lesson of to-day. David had sinned,
decply sinned against God. The results of this
sin were now eoming upon him, and the prophecy
(2 Sum, 10-12) was being fulfilled.  Amnon
sinned, and was slain by Absalom in reveng

In conscquence of this, Absalom wus bunished

from the country, remaining in exile for' son
years, e fing
stored to his |

1y returned, was forgiven, and re
His am

sition in the kingdom.
bition is arouscd, a wicked purpose is formed in
his heart, and he begins to plof nst the king,

Lesson text.
sent to th
outline—F]
up cach one of these points s
the evil of each and the results which
naturally flow from them. Absalom, beeause of
the wicked purpose in his heart, flattered eacl

Put upon the blackbourd or pre

s in some other way the following
ehood, Fuithlessness, Tuke
ately, showing

man who came to the eity into the belief that i
cause was just and right, and that if only Absalon
Wha

was judge justice would be given to all,
baseness ! What wickedness! The record truly

Absa
M Im
press the thought that Absalom’s action was 1}
outcome of a wigked purposc. What, then,
Let it be writ lurge—Form right pury

not an evil purpose to have lodgment in

characterizes this action when it says,
lom stole the hearts of the men of

Sre

und suffi
the heart,
Flattery had done its work, and the next st pin

the earrying out of Absalom’s
order. But to bring about this next step he had to
resort to Fulsehood,
other, und the steps downward are easily taker

purpose was in

One wrong aet leads to w

The lic passes for truth, David is unsuspicious, a
Absalom descends a step lower in the way of dis
honor and ruin, A lie is weak and usually ne
other lies to support it or cover it, and thus on
led decper and deeper into the mire of wmor
n.

degradat
The erowning net comes on apace. The co

spiracy grows, and Absalom is at last proelain

ecy is lifted and the Fui

King. The veil of se

lessness of the king's son is shown forth to 1l
world, ets for a time, but
rehlight of God's tru
will be turned in upon our lives and all thing
shall be revealed in their true relations,

We may cover our

day will come when the s

Specific application.
son of warning, and the injunetion, * Look wel
thy ways,” comes home to us with force, We s
Absulom bringing dishonor upon his father Ly |

The lesson to-day is u |

Aug

word
next

wron,
actioy
to oth
and w

2 Sam

mto the
und beh

said

he |

A great tum

0 And t
staned here,

3 And |
Tidings, my
wenged th
wwainst thee

2 And ti
Ab'sa-]
ies of
linst thee

b And th
the chamb




Aug. 50.]

words and his actions, and, as we shall see in the
next lesson, disaster and death upon himself, A
Wrong ambition, 4 wicked purpose, led him to evi]
action with jts consequent misery to himself and
to others. Let us then beware of the priuninma,

and watch and pruy that we enter not into tempta- |

B. C. 1023, LESSON 1x,
GOLDEN TEXT, The
way of the ungodly
Authorized Version,
2 Sam. 18, 24.33,

[ Commit to Memory verses

83,
[Read chapters 17 ana 18.]

24 And Da'vid syt between the two gates : and

the watchman went up to the roof over the

unto the wall, and lified up his eyes, and looked,

and behold o man running alone,

25 And the watchman erfied, and told the king,
And the king said, If he be alone, there s tidings
in his mouth, And he came apace, and drew
ne

6 And the watchman saw another man ryp-
ning: and the watchman culled unto the porter,
and  suid, Behold another man running “alone,
And the King said, He ulso bringeth tidings,

27 And the watchman *aid, Methinketh the run-
ning of the foremost is like the running of A-hiy,'-
d-az the son of Za'dok, Aud the king said, He is
4 good man, and cometh with good tidings,

23 And A-him'uy-az culled, and said unto the
Allis well,  And he fell down to the earth
upon his face before the king, and suid, Blessed 4e
God, which Jiuth delivered up the
up their hand against my lord the

men that lifted
King,

20 And the king said, Is the young mun Al)'sg-
iom safe?  Ane im'n—;mnu~\rcml, When Jo'uly
sent the king's rervant, and me thy servant, saw
dgreat tumult, but I knew pog what it was,

50 And the king said wuzo Aim, Turn aside, and
stund here,  And Jie turned aside, and stood still,

31 And behold, Cu'sli came s and Cu'shi said,

Tidings, my lord the king: for the Lorp hath
iged thee this day of ull them that rose up
nst thee,
And the King said unto Cu'shi, 2
man Ab'sa-lom safe ¢ And Cu'shi answere The
encmies of my Jop| the King, and al] that rise
iguinst thee to do fee hurt, be us that Young man
i

ay

And the king was much moved, and went up
he chamber oyer the gate, anyd w ept: and as he
went, thus he aid, O my son Ab'su-lom, my son,
ny son Ab'sa-lom ! would God [ had died for thee,
O Ab'sa-lom, my son, my son !

TIME.—B, ¢, 1933 ACE.—Mahanain).
CONNECTI LIN = The conspir v
KIeW upace, and David wys compelled to fly from
derusalem,  w Weeping,” and with every sign of
Woe, he passed from the Mount of Olives

aceross
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ABSALOMS DEATH.,

Lord knoweth the way
shall perish,

the young |
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e e
tion.  Let us striy
the actualizing of these purposes we
honor to. God's name, and instead
many heurts away from the king, as did Absulom,
turn many unto the King, into the « way of

righteousness,

may bring

[Aug. 30,

of the righteons but the

Psulm 1, 6,

Revised Version,

Now David sat between the two gates : and
the watchman went up to the roof of the gute
untothe wall, und lifted up his eyes, and looked,
i Man running alone, Ang the

watehman eried, and told the king, And the

king said, If he be alone, there is tidings in his
mouth.  And he came apace, and drew negy,
i And the watchman saw another man running :
and the watchman culled unto the porter, and
suid, Belold, anothe, i ranning alone,  Ayq
27 the king suid, He also bringeth tidings,  Anqg
the watchman said, Me thinketh the running of
the foremiost is like the running of A-him'u-az
the son of Za'dok, And the king said, He is o
&ood man, and cometh with goodtidings, Anq
A a-az called, and said unto the king, ANl
is well,  And he bowed him.wclflwl'nrc,(hc king

with his fuce to the carth, and said, Blessed 1o

the Lonn thy God, which hath delivered up the

men that lifted up their hand against my lorg
0 the king,  And the king said, Iy it well with
the young man Ab'sa-lomt  Apg A-him'a-uz
answered, When Jo'uly sent the king’s servant,
even me thy servant, I gaw & great tumule, bug
I'knew not whut itwas, And the king said,
Turn aside, and stand here. And he turned
aside, and stood still. And, behold, the Cu'shite
came; and the Cu'shite said, Tidings for my
lord the king ; for the Lorn hath avenged thee
| this day of all them that rose up against thee,
| 82 And the king said unto the Cy shite, Is it well
| with the young And the
Cu'shite answered, lord the
King, anc Up aguinst thee to do thee
hurt, man is.  And ghe king
Wus mueh moved, and Went up to the ehumber
over the gate, and wept: and as he went, thus
be said, O my  son Ab'su-lom, my son, my
son Ab'sa-lom ! would God I had died for thee,
| O Ab'sa-lom, my son, my son!

4

and, behold,

2

man Ab'sa-lon ?

The enemies of my
ull that rise
be as that Yyoung

s e
the Jordan and on 1o the ancient sanctuary, Ma-
hangim,  Judal, had deserted him, and his ouly
hope, under God, now luy in the loyalty of Isruel,
Hushai the Archite, David’s friend and counselor,
pretended to udhere to Absalom, and, having heen

¢ to form right pur, hoses, that in
ght pury

of turning
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accepted as one of Absalom’s advisers, he antago-
niged the craity counsels of Ahithophel the Gilon-
ite.  The acceptance of Iushai's false advi
braught about Absalom’s destruction. By adven- [

turous spies David was kept fully informed of the
progress of the rebellion,  Absalom pursued him

with a great urmy, and soon a battle took place at
the “ wood of Ephraim,” which resulted in the
rout of Absalom’s army und the death of that
wicked prinee,

HOME READI

M. David’s anxiety for Absalom.

2 Sam, 18,

1-8.
Zu. Absalom's defeat and death. 2 Sam. 18, |
9-17. |
W. Da s grief. 2 Sum, 18, 10-38,

Zh. David's return, 2 Sam,
F. Destruction of the ungodly
&, Honor to parents,  Matt, 15, 1-9,

8. Counsel to the young. Prov, 4, 14-27,

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 57, New Canadian Hymnal.
Saviour, more than life to me,
I am clinging, clinging close to thee.

No. 53, New Canadian Hymnal.
Oh, sometimes the shadows are deep,
And rough seems the path to the goal.

No. 297, New Canadian Hymnal.
A few more yeams shall roll,
A few more seasons come.

QUESTIONS FORSENIOR SCHOLARS.
1. The Anxious Father, v. 24-30,

Where did David take his station ¢

Where was the watchman posted ¢

Wit did the watchman first discover ?

What said the king ubout the runner?

What then did the watchman see !

Whom did he think he recognized

What did the king say of Ahimaaz?

What message did Ahimaaz deliver ?

What question did the king ask ?

What wus the answer ?

What command did the king give ?

Why did not Ahimaaz tell the whole truth ¢
2. The Lost Son, v. 31, 32,

Who next came with tidings?

What was his message ?

What did the king ask ?

What was Cushi’s reply, and what was its full
meaning ?

Was there anything strange about David’s utter
forgetfulness of the numbers sluin in battle and
the homes desolated by their death ?

have had on the continuanee and prosperity of the
2 | theoeraey ¢

the wicked ?
3. The less Sorrow, v, 33,
Tow wu g affected by the news?

| 18) us productive of this disaster?

What bearing would a victory won by Absalom

says the Gopes Texr about the plans of

Where di » to sorrow ?
What

Who always causes grief to lis parents?  (Prov,

a8 his lament ?

17. )
How had David acted on a former oceasion

when a child died ! am. 12, 21-2
What could make the ditference ?
Can you conneet David’s sin (chap. 11) with
nd Absalom’s sin (chap,

Amnon's sin (chap. 13) 4

On whom ean a lurge measure of responsibility
for these sorrows be luid ?
Docs this view excuse Absalom from sin ?

Practical Teachings,

1. Here is a wonderful illustration of this truth,
* Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also
reaj David sowed to the flesh ; from the flesh
he reaped corruption,

2. Here is another truth illustrated, “ Lust
bringeth forth sin; sin bringeth forth death.”
Absalom lusted for power, with the lust of the eyes
for the pride of life. It plunged him into sin
against his father, his nation, his God :
brought to him death, physical and spiritual,

8. Iere is a momentous question, ** Is the young
man Absalom safe " Are you?

Where in this lesson are we shown that—

1. Sin brings sorrow ?
in brings disappointment ?
in brings death !

sin

3. §

'"TONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. Verses 24-30.

24, How did David show his interest in the
battle

25. Who told him that a messenger wus coming ?
How did he know that the urmy was not beuten !

26. Who reached the king first from the battle ¢
Why did he expect good news from Ahimaaz?

28, What prevented him from telling all he
knew?  What good habit had Ahimasz formed ?

29. What wrongs had David suffered from Ab
salom? Tow did he show his strong affection !
2. Verses 31, 32.

81. Who was Cushi? How did he prepare the
king’s mind for bad news ?

32, In what delicate way did he hint at Absa-
lom’s fate?  Why could he speak miore freely than
Ahimuaz?
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3. Verse 33, Was this right ¢ o
33. Where did the king seck privacy 7 Ilow did What did David do w hen he heard the nows ¥
| g seck privacy v _ A
heshow his intense rief ! Was his wisha wise one ¢ What brook did he cross thut. Jesus crossed ¢
L4 pee
What made him lose ull interest, i the vietory ¢ Kidron, o
Teachings of the Lesson, {‘l."'“v “]"'" Dasid “T"QF.‘JI" ke By
Parents think of children away from home, “,"0 ey ‘”;""""d “l" ‘l"""'“ und hutred 5 u
Their intimacy with wicked advisers causes anxiety 12 WO in the great battle ¢ o

How was Absalom slyiy ¢

and fear, When we have no knowledge of the Why " ) g 2
doings of absent ones we are influenced by thejy | ¥ could not Absalom hope for succoss ?

previous history When young people get into Where did Davig Wait to hear news of the

trouble it is pot they who suffer most, man is | battle ¢ 2
safe out of Chyist, If we should (Iichudilclnl}’, what | ‘Y""l was the first question he usked 1 .2
evidence would oyp friends have that we were | What did Lo do when e licard the fute of his
safe ? L , . .
QUEBTIONR FOR YOUNGER Of whose love is this i picture ¢
SCHOLARS,

What had Absulom made the people of T<rye] Remember-
think ¢ That disobedent children are punished. /

What did they do when )e rebelled against That if we disobey our King we siiul] perish,
David ? That God Joves ung Pities us in our sing,

LESSON OUTLINE,
The Nows of the Victory,

I. Tue MexoRriarL, | To the righteous . . | sha be well, Jug,
1. licared up Jor himself a péllar, v, 18, | 3. 10,
Their inward thought , , | forever,  Pealiny I 2. Hath delivered up. v, 98,
490. 11, | Al enemies under his feet, 1 Cor, 15, 25,

2. Called qfter his o, cew hame, v, 18, | 8. Asthat Yyoung man, v, 39,
The name of the w ieked shall ror, Prov, 10,7, | Ungodly , . | Jike the chafl,  Pxalm 1, 4.
IL Tug Warcner, IV. Tue Songow
1. Sat betuween the tico gates, ., 94, |
His heart trembled, 1 8y, 4, ‘
2. Isthe young man oo 8fe Py 1 4
In the nurture , , | of the Lord, Eph. ¢, 4, [ Others which have no hop
!

L. The king was much moved, v, 33,
A son that causetl, shame.  Proy, 19, 94

1 Thess, 4, iﬂ.
3. Would Goa 1 had died, v, 33,
Yeu sinners, Christ g ied for us, Rom, 5. 8,

HL Tue Tinixgs,
L Allis well, v, 28,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES,

General Statement,

When the news of Absalom’s conspiracy reached derusalem Dayig immwlinu-l_\' sought safety in f| ight,
Whether from the weakness of age or because he had calm confidence in God, whether cast down by the
tiemory of' his sin o dispirited because of the ingratitude of his much Joved Absalom, he left the crown
to the usurper. A wail of sadness rent the air as the old king, bowed down with grief and w alking bare-
foot, left the city he had rebuilt, and parted with true and valued friends, With him went the bodyguard
of l’hiliulim-»‘ the regular soldiers, officers of the court, and his faithful hand of six hundred warrjors,
with their wives ang children, The priests offered to bring the ark—their pledge of safety. This Day id
declined, as God had said of Jerusalem, * This is my rest.” In iheip flight Duvid was met by Ziba, who
brought bread, fruits, and a skin of wine, Ziba (probably falsely) aceused Mephibosheth of treachery,
and secured for himself the Property of the poor ipple, Passing on, the king was cursed and stoned by
Shimei, an old adherent of the hoyse of Suul.  News of the defection of Ahithophel, hix shrewdest coun-
sclor, now reached him. In the midst of these trials he stopped to worship God.  When Tushai offered
o uecompany the king he was ad vised to goand pretend to be an adhe, nt of Absalom, After Absaloy’s
arrival in Jerusalem acouneil was held gt which Ahithophel Proposed to pursue Dayiq at once with twelyg
thousand men, and pledged himself to sluy the king only, Tushgai recommended delay 1) Absalom
should be strengthened in the eapital.  This would give David all he wanted—time, T} advice was
tuken and the council separated, Hushai to communicate with David, and Ahilhophcl to commit suicide,
David made his headquarters gt Mahanaim, a sturdy fortified town near the Jubbok, Three months after
Absalom was made king the battle was fought in the wood of Ephraim, Amasa commanded for Abunlum.
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assume commund hi

while the three divisions of David’s army had for generals Joab, Abishui, and Ittai. David wished to
elfy not to gratify revenge, but to proteet his son from the fury of the soldiers, Ile
was persuaded, however, to tuke charge of the reserves. The first shock decided the fortunes of the

uy,

and Absalom's army fled in confusion, When he got entangled the men whose hearts he stole left him

to perish alone by the hand of Joub. They cast his body into a great pit, piled stones upon it, thus gi
ing him burial which accorded with the punishment preseribed by law (Deut. 21, 18-21 )y aud every passe
by hurling a stone as Arabs do now at detested graves, David sat between the gates anxiously awai

ting

for news.  When the truth was learned hie gave pathetic expression to his grief. The cternal interests

over which he must have thought caused an agony time might soften, but could never efface.

Verse 24. David sat, Awaiting the result of |
thebattle at Mahanaim, a city north of the Jabbok, |
on the east of the Jordan.  The place is not certainly
identified, but at Jerash, which has the best cluim,
there still stands an ancient gateway, which may
occupy the spot where David wus waiting. Be-
tween the two gates. There were two gates, an
outer and an inner, with the thickness of the wall
between them., This formed a room, shaded and
secure, where the king sat during the , while the
battle was raging in the wood of Epl n. The
watchman. * Thecaptain of the gate.” Went
up to the roof, Over the gute was a room, such
as in oriental cities is often used as a guard-room
for police purposes, and above this was the roof sur-
rounded by a parapet. Iere stood the watchman,
A man running alone. After the vietory was
assured, Joab, the commander of David’s army,

sent as a messenger with the news Cushi, or “ the
Cushite,” that is, the Ethiopian, and probably a
slave. But when Ahimaaz besought the privilege
of also bearing tidings, he allowed him to follow
the Ethiopian. Ahimaaz took another and casicr |
route, though a little longer; outran his predecessor,
and was the one whom the porter now saw,

25. The watchman cried. Calling from the
tower to the ground, where David was waiting.
Such a ery would cause intense excitement. If he
be alone, there is tidings. If he had been
flying from a defeat, there would have been other
fugitives with him. David showed his usual quick-
ness of apprehension by even so slight a remark,
He came apace. In the East trained runners
accompany every army, and often areableina day’s
Journey to outrun a horse.

26. Another man running. This was the
Cushite, or the Ethiopian, who had started in ad-
vance of Ahimanz, but had been distanced in the
race. Called to the porter. This porter was
probably an assistant of the ** captain of the gate,”
and was so stationed that he could hear the watch-
man from above, and transmit the word tothe king.
He also bringeth tidings. We imagine the
beating heart of the old king, eager for, yet dread-
ing, the news.

27. Ahimanaz. Ile wus a young priest, the
son of Zadok, who had already shown trustworthi-
ness, £kill, and courage in bringing to David news

of Absalom’s plans (2 Sam. 15, 27; 17, 17-21).

Joab had atfirst declined to permit him to bear
news of the battle, knowing that the message of
Absalom’s death would bring sorrow, and he pre-
ferred to let the Ethiopian slave carry the evil tid

ings ; but after Cushi had gone a distance, as Ahim-
unz was still eager to run, he allowed him, think-
ing that he would veafter Cushi.  Zadok. e
was the chief priest in the line of Eleazar, the
elder son of Aaron, as Abiathar wus in the line of
Ithamar, the younger son, The two were associated
in the duties of the priesthood, and both were for
David in the war, though at his suggestion they
remained in Jerusalem with the ark, when the
king fled from Absulom. Ile is a good man.
David knew him well, and reniembered how boldly
and faithfully he had brought to him the word from
Absalon’s council. Cometh with good tidings.
David rightly judged thut one of such high position
would not be sent with news of a defeat, (1) i
worth while to try to win for ourselves a good name,
(2) * T'he good tidings of the Gospel should always
be borne by good men ; and how welcome should they
be to us for their message's sake'—M. Henry

| (3) The wandering child is still embraced in his
Jather's love,

28. All is well, In the original, the one
word shalom! (*peace!™) Fell down to the
earth. Prostrating himself before the king, after
the manner shown on the Egyptian and Assyriu
monuments, Blessed be the Lord. The youny
priest did not forget in the hour of triumph from
whom the victory came. (4) /¢ s well for us eve
to keep in mind the giver of all success. Delivered
up the men. Literally, “shut up the men,” by
thwarting and putting down their projects. Lifted
up their hand. There was soinething unnatural
and revolting in Absalom’s rebellion aguinst and
seeking to destroy a kind father, while David re-
fused to slay his bitter enemy Saul. (5) Evil (s
still restricted by God's power, working both direct!
and indirectly,

29. The king said. Better for David had it
been if he had asked this question earlier; and of
himself, rather than of another, He had failed t
keep his wayward son safe from evil companiol
and from terpestuous passions; and his anxict)
in that moment showed that he felt that not
the wrong had been on Absalom's side. (8) 7%
are times when care comes too late, and must give pluce
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20 remorse. Is the young man Absalom safe?
Literally, # Iy jy peace to the youth Absalom 7 "
The question shows the
overmastering the duty of Kking; but its excuse
lay in David’s own guilty consciousness thut his
own ging had led to Absalom’s erimes, (7) r
children knew how deep and unaelfivh is the love of
their parents, they might less often neglect it,
When Joab sent, The text should probably
read, “When Joab the King’s servant sent methy
servant.”” I saw a great tum
not. This was false, for Ahimaaz knew that Abh-
salom was dead
Ethiopian sluve
regard for truth probably weakened in the Presence
of the king's distress,

30. Turn aside, and stand here. 1o
his place among the courtiers surrounding the
king, standing, for none
presence, and awaits & reward for Lis service,

31. Cushi came. The Ethiopian, who had

started in advance bug hud been outrun by Ahimaaz, |

Tidings, my lord, The slave speaks bluntly and
without consideration for David's feclings, The
Lord hath avenged thee,
of the hand of thine c¢nemies g
God had given David justice
events of daily life do not happen by chance,

32. Is the young man Absalom safe ?
As before, the uppermost thought in David’s mind
is for Absalom’s life and safety. The enemies of
my lord . .. beas that young man, Perhaps
the slave did not know the tenderness of David’s
feelings, and spoke as one who looked at Absalom’s

meaning that

SUNDAY SCHOoT, BANNER,

tenderness of the futher |

ult, but I knew |
(verse 20), but preferred to let the |
bring the unweleome news, (8) His |
takes |

might sit in the royal |

Judged thee out |

in his cause, (9) The |

493

rebellion in its true light.
Joab was politic in disregarding David's instrue-
tions and putting Absalom to death, for not other-
wise could the throne be everagain sceure, (10) ZThat
wrong be punished s Jor the best interests o
society,

33. The king was much moved. It added
to Lis agony that Lis son was cut off in the midsg
| of his erimes, with 1o opportunity for repentance,
and especially that his guilt was the fruit of David's
own 8ins, (11) See in David’s sorrow how surely
&in brings to pass its bitter resulty, Went up, By
the stairs beside the gute to the room above it,
oceupying the space between the two walls, This
| was the nearest place where he could be alone,
P' Thus he said. Eight times he repeated hisg
|

A crime it was, and

wail over his lost son, There is an old Jewish
legend that with euch ery one of the seven gates
of hell rolled back, and on the cighth the lost
Spirit of Absalom swas admitted to puradise,”—
Dean Stanley. Would God I had died for
thee. Too late now the vain wish to die for Ab-
salom, when once he might have lived for Absalom,
Yet he mourned, unti] recalled to his kingly duties
by the sharp rebuke of Joub. Then at last he took
his place before the reople, and went bhack in
triumph to his throne, Absalom left one daughter,
who became the ancestress of kings and g patron
of idolatry, His pillar in the King's Dule has long
since perished, for the monument which now bears
his name is of later date, and Absalom left no
memoriul save the record of wasted opportunities
and a ruined life, ( 12) When Young people get into
trouble it is nat they who suffer most,

CORITICAL NOTES.

Absalom’s rebellion and temporary success, the
flight of David, and the utter overthrow of the
rebels, together with the death of
“forest of Ephraim,” are given with unusual full-
ness of details; for that reason, both pupil and
teacher should read the entire account as found in
chaps, 15-18, This will do more good than the
reading of any lesson helps or commentarics,
all that js really known on the subject is given in
these chapters,” The battle was fought some ten or
twelve weeks after the events described in the Jast
lesson 5 the exact location of the forest of Ephruim
is not known, but jt Was probably in some of
the woodlands not fur from Mahanaim, There is
but little reason for thinking that it was fought
Within the borders of the tribe of Ephraim, since
everything points clearly to some Place on the cast of
theJordan, The futal blunder of Absulom was in re-
Jeeting the counsel of the shrewd and fur-sighted
arch-traitor Ahithophel (2 Sam, 17, 1-15), and in
adopting the recommendations of David’s bosom
friend, who was acting as g 8py in the camp of
Absalom,

Ahithophel proposed to march at the

their leader in the |

| head of the army and overtake Dayid and his fol.
I lowers, capture and slay the king, and thus end the
warat once, It is not impossible that Absalom was
unwilling to allow Abhithophel to haye such a vie-
tory allat once, and thus become exceedingly popu-
lar with the soldiers at the very outset, Besides,
the advice of Hushai, who counseled the gathering
of the people from Dan to Beersheba, must have
appealed to the vanity of the haughty usurping son,
Moreover, in spite of the deceit and lying of Hushai,
Jehovah overruled affuirs,
“ No judge, in passing sentence upon Absalom,
| could have summed up the ease more forcibly than
Dr. Clarke, quoted by Hurlbut angd Doherty in
( their excellent Notes, These are his words ; ¢ Ab-
salom’s life was quadruply forfeited to the luw :
L. In having murdered his brother Amnon, 2, [n
having excited insurrection in the State, 3, In
having taken UP arms against his father (Deut, 21,
18, 21). 4. 1In having taken to himself his father’s
concubines (Lev, 18, 29), Long ago he should have
died by the hand of justice,”

24. David sat between the two gates,
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Many oriental cities hud two or even three walls. | more literally, ¢ Peace to the young man Absalon 1
If this wus true of Mahanaim (the city of the two | Absalom meuns * futher of peace.” Were the three
camps, Gen, 82, 2-10), then David waited for tid- | Hebrew words rendered literally, we should have,
ings in the space between, Most commentators, | ** Peace to the young mun the father of peace,”
however, think that the wall had an inner und an | We are not to suppose, however, that David was in
outer gute. This would be a convenient rlace to | a frame of mind to recognize such a play upon
reccive news from the battle; besides, the publicand | words, I saw a great tumult, but I knew
official business of the city would be transacted at | mot what it was. Ieevades a direct answer, for
the gate, since it must have been the headquarters | he knew that A bsalom was dead (verse 20), It would
of the king and his counselors, Watchme have been better for him to have incurred the dis-
Walled cities were guarded by day and night, es- | Pleasure of the king than to have evaded the truth
pecially in war times, Ly watchmen, whose busi- | and incur the displeasure of the King of kings,
ness it was to notice every movement of the enemy | Lying is always wrong and sinful. People who
on the outside, as well as to sce that all waus quiet on | will act cevasively in one case will not hesitate to
the inside. Roof. The word means a covering | do so in another, To conce part of the truth is
spread over something; here the solid tnasonry | not very different from lying, no matter what the
over the archway, The principal gates of cities motivemay be. The teacher or editor who will ex-
were often finished into large towers with several | cuse lying under any circumstunces is in poor
rooms; the flat roof over the upper story would | business, and to say the t is not the best type
serve well for the watehman, of a Christian, Ilad it not been for Ahimaaz’s am-

25. If he be alone. If only one man came, | bition to be the first messenger to the king, he
it was a certain proof that he was the bearer of | might have escaped this temptation,  Ambitious
messages from the army ; whercas if thany came | men generally encounter great trials. We also know
running it would show that the | army under | that Ahimagz had consented to act as a snw for
Joub had been routed, Tidings. This word in | David, (See28am. 17.16,) ow hard it is for aspy
the original usually, not necessurily, denotes good | to be an honest man !
news; in verse 27 the adjective “ good " is written 31. And behold the Cushite came, ( ushi
with it.  This is the sume word that we translate | of the Authorized Version is misleading, fcr the
* gospel.” Apace. With a quick step. The Hebrew | Hebrew Cushi is not a proper name, but rather re-
of this first clause literally rendered ruus thus: “Le | fers to the nation to which he belonged, that is,
ran and ran and reached [the gate) a Cushite or Ethiopian, 1t isalmost always written

26. Saw another man running. Why two | with the definite article; the word Moor or Negro
messengers were sent is explained in verses 19-23, would be an excellent translation, Tidings. In
The porter. The gatekeeper, or the sentinel in | the original we have a verbul form: “ Let there be
charge. The Septuagint, Vulgate, and many modern | tidings [announced].” The Lord hath avenged
excgetes read “toward the gate” fur “ to the por- | thee this day. The Cushite and slave recoy
ter.” The word as printed denotes porter.” How- | nized Jehovah, whos name he employs, as supreme
ever, since it is only a question of vowels, the other | and the author of vietory. ** Avenge " is not ahappy
reading is possible without violution to the original | translation, since the verb means * tojudge,” or * o
text.  This agrees better with verse 24, when the | secure the right,” or perhaps * to pronounce a ver-
watchman cries dircetly to the king, diet in one’s favor.”

27. Is like the running of Ahimaaz, 32. Be as that young man is. That is,
Alimaaz had borne other messages to David (sce | dead, The Negro slave had not yet learned the art
2 Sam, 17, 15-18), and besides being quick-footed ‘ of dissembling; he therefore tells the truth in unmis-
might have had some peculiarity about his gait, [ takable language, without any evasion whatever,

\
|
|

Heisungood man. To bring good tidings meant | This proves that culture and truth do not alw ays
a good reward, thus men whom the king desired to | go togethicr,
honor would be seleeted for the work, (Sce verse 20.) 33. The chamber over the gate, The
28. Allis well, These three words stand for | tower built over the gate had a chamber in it, My
the Hebrew shalom (* peace™), m caning cither | som. This expression is repeated five timos,
** peace be to thee,” or * there is peace.” Blessed | which makes it ve emphatic in Hebrew. Tl
be the Lord thy God. Tl Lord, who does all | powerful king is entirely lost in the loving father,
things well, deserves praise for his goodness to-day. | The heinousness of Absalom’s erimes disappears in
Which hath delivered up. Tho ver) translated the intensity of David’s love. Would God that
*“delivered " in this place is from a root meaning | T had died for thee. The word God is not in
to “shut up,” though the piel form is best ren- | the original.  This language of David reminds us
dered by ““ deliver.,”  But even in English there is | of Moses's words (Exod., 32. 82). and 8t. Paul's (Ron
a close relation between delivering up and shutting ‘ 9. 8). They also would have died, if by so doing

J

up or capturing, they might have saved others. How at this moment
29. Is it well + . , with Absalom? Or the words of Nathan must Lave rung in David's
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—
ears: “The sword shall never depart from thy
house ! Iow sud it is to think that our sins,
though forgiven long ugo, may bear fruit in Jaer
times, and may hurt not only ourselves, but our
children, As Professor Blaikie has observed, there
were three elements i David's grief; (1) The
loss of another child, (2) The fact that this bequt;.
ful boy had died in open rebellion against his fu-
ther. (8) And that in this rebellious state he had
passed to the Judgment scat of the King of kings."

* Cut off even in the
No reckoning
With all his

blossoms of Lis sin,
made, but sent to his account
imperfections on his head.”

The weakness of David appears in o very strong
light in this chapter as well us iy the first part of the
following, Though twenty thousand hud been left
on the field of hattle, he Keets to care for Absylom
only.  He allows his personal cares, his private
interests, to overbalance those of the state, The un-
reasonableness of Lis conduct made a fearfy) im-
pression upon his followers, and were it not for the
statesmanship of Jonb, it might have proved very
disastrous, Supposing Absalom had been success-
ful, what would have become of the religion of
Isracl? Would he have built the temple of Jehovgl,
or continued the worship of God at the tabernacle ¢

Thoughts for Young People,

The Fast Young Man,

One Old Testament character was described in 4
few words ; ¢ e driveth furiously.” e was type
of alarge class in modern life, This headstrong
willand reckless daving are more characteristie of
youth, 1In the nursery a proclamation of inde-
pendence is made, On the rocking-horse a velye-
ment spirit is displayed that bodes ill for the future
unless got well under self-control, The tendency
of the times is to throw off restruing and give a
loose rein to forees that will carry headlong to
Tuin,

“In gallant trim the gilded vessel goes ;

Youth on the prow, and Pleasure at the helm;
Regurdless of the sweeping whirlwind’s sway,
That, hush*d iy grim repose, expects his evening

prey.”

L. The characteristics of the fast young man, 11e
has a dush and brillianey which challenge admirg-
ton. Handsome in form and feature, courtly in
manners and enthusiastie iy spirit, he is taken s o
very prince of good fellows,  Back of all the gry-
clousness is concealed baseness, The extravagance
and love of display lead to the saerifice of dearest
inte rests, the lmlmyul of sacred trusts, and the per-
Petration of foulest crimes, The tendency of sucl

alife is to hurn out every trace of nobleness and
drag down into depths of shame,
2 The causes that produce him,

A common cause
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| is wealth of natury endowment. This influtes
| vanity and inflames ambition, So with natural
¢ifts, us witness Byron, Burns, un. Poe.  Another
to be reared in tie lap of luxury, to lave means
to gratify every desire without the need of lubor,
Sometimes the cause is parental |uisnmlmwnwnt,
| which allows unlimited innlul-_-vnc«,nrpumltnl sin,
| which forfeits childhood's reverenee,
The consequences o Sast living, Many fast
young men, with shattered health, blackened repu-
tation, witl, nothing to live for, uothing to love,
will elose their career in a felon's cell or try the
suicide’s hund, Their companions suffer with them,
gainst the fascinating wiles of such  perilous
| friendship none ean be too watehfult One of the
| suddest consequences is the grief caused to broken-
| hearted relatives, P

| is

Orientalisms of the Lesson,

David belicld o man running, who probably
represents the professional runners of the Kust,
Samuel foretold (1 Bum. 8, 11) that SWift runners
would be in attendance on the king, a custom well
known in the Eust, David himself was W swify
runner, for which ke pruises God, These runners
were distinet from e footmen who accompanied
the chariots, and were used as Inessengers, though
sWift running was greutly prized as an accomplish-
ment of u warrior, These runners are much vsed
in India, as Post carricrs, und for special service iy
transmitting orders of the government, They ex-
hibit innli\iduu]il.\' in their motion in running, und
Just as a person is known by his walk, he may be
known by Lis peculiarity of gait iy running ; hence
David’s  watchman recognized the running of
Ahimaaz, who was known as swify of foot, En-
durance is as muel esteemed in runuing power,
however, us flectness, as these runners often have
to cover very I¢ g distances,

David's grief was inspired by more than usual
paternul affeetion, g5 every king of the East had
#peciul desire to see the son of his own loins sye.

cced to the throne, Ifjs repetition of the name of
[ the deceased, 0 1y son Ahsalom, my son, my

18
in accord witl, the common language of lamenta-
tion in oriental countries, quite more emphatically
und generally than the tere accidental use of sucly
form of expression of' grief sometimes oceurring with
us. It was, one may suy, the proper formula, or
the ritual language of such sorrow,

David, after the reproof of Joab for his excessive
grief, anointed his head and washed his fice and
appeared at the gate of the city ; the publie place
for hearing eases to be adjusted and giving judg-
ment, as well as the place to ratify bargains, This
ancient custom stil) obtains in the East, When
Dr. Pococke returned from viewing the town of
ancient By blus, he says, “ The sheik and the elders

son Absalow, . , , 0 Absalom, my son, my son ! j




SUNDAY SCHOOL B.ANNE.

[Aug. 30,

were sitting in the gate of the eity, after the
ancient manner, and I sat awhile with them,"

By Way of Illustration.

Parental love, All love is divine in the sense
that it comes from God, Parental love gives us a
fuint iden of God's love for his childre n. Love
descends much more than it ascends, Parents love
children more than children lovo purents, God
loves us infinitely more than we love him. A
futher in good circumstances in one of the eastern
States had a reckless son, who disgraced himself,
and brought shame upon his family by his miscon-
duet.  From home the prodigal went to California
to become even more reckless, For years the

futher heard nothing from him, Learning he was |

In a certain city, he sent a messenger with this
message, “Your father loves you.” The be
found the boy in a low gambling hell. 1le called
him out and delivered his message. The gambler
was brought to himself, The thought of a father
who loved him still broke the spell of Satan.  1Ile
abandoned the gume, his companions, and his cups
to return to his father, The heavenly Father sends
a like message to cvery prodigal,

Bishop Warren, in writing about the parable of
the Prodigal Son, says : ““ The pearl of this pearl
of parables is the father's love that many waters
cannot quench nor flods drown, In looking at
the love of Christ, we are apt to forget that of the
Futher, But Christ is just the manifestation of the
Father's love. This world can never be wholly
durk aguin to any sinner. There are kisses of
peace, feasts of plenty, robes of honor, an
love that runs to bring them."”

Pavental responsibility. The care of a child is
one of the most sacred trusts that can be confided
to anyone as parent or teacher, Christ loved ehil-
dren and he speaks of them as his lambs, Peter
was to show his love for his Master by feeding the
lambs,  Dr. Potter tells the story of a young man
who stood at the bar of a court of justice to ‘be
sentenced for forgery, The judge had known him
from a child, for his father had been a famous legal
light, and his work on Z%e Law of Trusts was the
most exhaustive work on the subject in existence,
““Do you remember your futher ! usked the judge,
sternly, *“that father whom you have disgraced 1
The prisoner answered, “1 remember him per-
feetly.  When I went to him for advice or com-
panionship, he would look up from his book on
The Law of Trusts and say, ¢ Run aw y, boy, T am
busy.! My father finished his book, and here I
am.” The great lawyer had neglected his own
trust with awful results,.— Zalmage.

What if God should place in your hand a
diumond; and tell you to inseribe on it a sentence
which should be read at the last day! What care,
what caution, would you exercise in the seleetion !

er

infinite

Now this is what God has done. He has given
you the immortal minds of your children, more
imperishable than the diamond, on which you in-
seribe your spirit and example, and you will meet,
it at the judgment.— Payson,

Before the Class,

Introduction, Review the lust lesson, empha-
sizing the steps in Absalom’s downward career,
bringing into clear light the thought that **as 4
mun thinketh in his heart, so is he,” Very briefly
present to the elass, or, better, draw from it by
questions, the series of intervening events : David's
flight from Jerusalem; the sending back of tl
ark; the sorrowful aseent of Mount Olivet and the
service of worship on i

8 summit ; the treachery of
Ahithophel and the ceeptance of Hushai’s servi
Ziba's treachery and Shimei’s cursing: the retur
of Absalom to Jerusalem ; Absalom’s aeeeptance of

Hushui’s counsel and the rejection and suicide of
Ahithophel ; the arrangements by David for the
battle which took place near Mahanaim; and
lustly, the result of the battle,

Lesson tert. Place upon the blackboard the
following outline— Anxicty, Hope,  Bitterness
In this lesson we see plainly the result of a wrong
choice, the following of our own way instead of
the “way of the Lord.” Although the text is
tuken up with the account of David the futher
still in our minds we picture Absalom the son
lying under the trees inthe forest of Gilead, Note,
first, the father's Anxiety, coupled with Hope, 1
sits in the gateway waiting and watching for news
from the field. Ahimasz is seen afa off, and
David’s hopes rise, for Ahimauz “is a good mun
and cometh with good tidings.” And he brougl
good tidings indeed, but not the news the king
was anxiously, so anxiously waiting for, It his
anxiety for Absalom hud been shown in earlior
years and in a different way the end might have
been different. 8o to-duy we wre anxious about
many things and let the “one thing ncedful
ape us.  But another messenger is seen hy t
n-eyed watehman, and David waits with enger-
uess for the news, It is given, and all his hopes
are dashed to the ground. These hopes wer
founded upon a misundersts ding of God's laws
und so were doomed never to be realized. 8o witl

many of our own hopes. We eannot see, or rather
we will not see, that broken law alw ays brings its
results. The result may not come immediately
upon the breaking of ‘the law, but it is sure t
come, for * the word of the Lord is sure,” And
then comes Bitterness. * 0 my son Absalom, my
son, my son Absalom! would God 1 had died for
thee O the bitterness of blasted hopes, the
row in the ery, “Too late, too late!” If David
had been more thoughtful in living for Absalom
he might not have been called upon to pu
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e e et
through this valley of bitterness, The end of | of tWo aspects of the lesson, first, coneerning
wrongdoing is always bitterness to ourselves and [ Absalom, and, secondly, concerning David, Show
to those who love us, how Absalom's fute illustrates the carcer of the
Speeific application, The lesson is evident, Be fast young man of to-day, and how Day id’s sorrow
anxious about the eternal things, und let not our | illustrates parental Joy + ++ Do not forget to show
time be so taken up with things of this carth that | the Christ in the Jes 1. If David loved his son,
the things of heaven, Remember thyt God loves his ohildren still more, But David
e but two ways in whick to walk, and that | could not saye Absulom, though he was willing to
“The Lord knoweth the way of the righte | die for him, Our Saviour suves us by dying for
but the way of the ungodly shall perish.,”  Let us, | yus,
then, build our hopes upon the solid foundation— Dlustrative Notes gives the following terse and
the promises of God, And, finally, let us remem- | suggestive outline: 1, Notice Absalom’s opportuni-
ber that in the way in which we gre tempted to | ties and advantages: (a) Princely position ; (4)
walk by the spirit of evil within and without Personal ttractiveness; (¢) Agreeable many, L]
there is sorrow and suffering, and the end thereof | (4) The ex nple of wise and good men, 2 Notice
is bitterness itself, of Lis failure ; (a) N.-_rl.-mvluurl} ling
—father too busy—mother o heathen (similar cases 4
Blackboard. Nero, Lord Byron); (4) Princely position ; (¢) Un-
governed passions, as in Amnon’s murder ; (d) Lust
of power, ambition for office ruins many ; (e) Utter
lack of moral principle. Iy 8pite \ppearances
principle leads to success us lack of it doows to
fuilure,

the cause

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No. 1,

Father, T strotel, my hands to thee,
Weary of earth,

Is this thy time of troulle ¢

I nced thee every hour

Must Jesus bear the eross alone?

No. 2,
The great Physician,
The rock that is higher than I,
Tell it to Jesus,
The Lord he is my strength,
| Go tell it to Jesus,

References,
Freemaw, Ver. 24: Double gates, 282,  Ver,
The watehman ; the orter, 283, Ver, 83;

Wiz W
OF THE | OF THE
ISE f ICKED
FULL OF
LIGHT | DARKNESS

LEADING TO
LIFE. | DEATH.

The chamber over the gat

Thoughts for the Quiet Houpr,

— Good men should seek opportunities of doing

| good, For the most Proper objects of our kindness
and charity are such as will not be frequently met
with without inquiry. The most necessitous are
the least clamorous,— 7; nry.

THE WORD OF THE LORD IS SURE.

_— — What is love? Two souls and one body,
The Teachers’ Mee[ing, l*'rium]ship.’ Two bodies and one soul.— Rouz,
Draw the map, showing Hebron, Jerusalem, = Good men in this world are in the midst of

Jordan Valley, Mahanaim, Indicate the Journey | danger. All trees are set in the wind; but the
of David, and tell the story, and mark the supposed | tallest endure the greatest violence of the tempest,
Place of the battle, . |, « A word-picture: (1) of ~—Jeremy Taylor,

thicket; (2) Of David's — As the clouds of guilt and sorrow are blotted
Watching at the gate; (3) Of the messengers and | out from the firmament of g man’s prospect the
David’s sorrow, , , « Draw out the practical lessons | sun of Lis Joy will arise,.—South,
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Some Mother's Child, ' seeker after truth as to whether or not “ subject
like those treated in the Sunday school lesson car

AT home or away, in the alley or street, | L ) 1 Lludas K"
Wherever I chance in this wide world to meet | e made strictly kindergarten work. .
A girl that is thoughtless or a boy that is wild, One of Froebel's biographers says: “ Whoev
My heart echoes softly, 'tis some mother's child, doubts Froebel's deep understanding of the Bibe
; and the Christian idea should see a Bible whicl,
And when I see those, o'er whom long years have <
rolled he possessed from childhood, whose leaves are wory,
Whose hearts have grown hardened, whose spirits | quite thin by constant use, and all whose mar
are cold ; gins are written on with remarks testifying to his

Be it woman all fallen, or man all defiled,
A voice whispers softly, *Ah, some mother's child.’

| earnestness and deep spirit of inquir
J There are kindergartens in which Bible verses
No matter how far from the right she has strayed; | are duily recited, not in parrot style, without a
No matter what inroads dishonor has made ; thought of their meaning, but intelligently and in
No matter what elements cankered the pearl — ‘ pressively, connected with the occupations, giving
Tho' tarnished and sullied, she is some mother's | the stories told, and the passing events celebrate,
gtrl, Such kindergartens truly represent their founder,
Friedrich Froebel,

In the last International Kindergarten meetin
& committee was appointed to make a selection of
stories appropriate to be told in the kindergarten,
The committee was instructed to include Bible
stories, So it must certainly appear that the
Bible is considered by those who speak authori.
tatively an appropriate book to be used in the
kindergarten. How will those “ Bible stories " be

No matter how wayward his footsteps have been ;

No matter how deep he is sunken in sin;

No matter how low is his standard of Joy;

Tho' guilty and loathsome, he is some mothers'
boy.

That head hath been pillowed on some tender
breast ;

That form hath been wept o'er, those lips have
been pressed ;

That soul hath been prayed for, in tones sweet, and

mild ; told to the children? In very much the same
For her sake deal gently with—soms mother's charming way that other stories are told. We can.
child.

not conceive of a Bible story told in a kinder-
garten according to old time methods, while clil-
The Expelled Scholar,

WHAT is to become of the boy whom we expel?
How can we account for that soul which we have
driven out? It isour business to gather in and to
hold for Christ his outeast ones, and we dare not
look our Lord in the face and confess that because
we lost patience with one foolish soul we trust him
beyond thereach of the Gospel, Besides, we should
in many cases only increase thevery evil we deplore,
While the boy is with us, we know the extent of the
mischief he is doirg, and we may in a measure
counteract it. Expel the boy from the school and
we do not thereby break his power over his com -
panions. He is still their associate, distinguished
now by a bad pre-eminence. Though we prevent
him annoying us during school hours, we leave
him at large, without restraint, to influence our
boysall the rest of the week.- (Lon.)S. 8. Chronicle.

dren sit as passive listeners, more or less attentive,
and inattentive than otherwis
If their lesson should chance to be about “ Tje
Good Shepherd,” we can imagine how they would
he seated at little tables with blocks in front of
them to build the sheepfold described by their
teacher, and how all might put theiv blocks

hut more disorderly

gether to form one large sheepfold; low eqcl,
child might be given a small toy sheep to put into
the fold; how all might stand on the floor 114
represent the fold; how they might engage in
lovely finger pl

e

Yy representing the lambs, (]e
meadows, the water trough, the hayrac!

measure for meal, and the harn i and how at Just
they might be told the story of the Good Shepherd,
and how little children are called “his Tambs;" |0
some strains from * Flee as a bird to your moun-
tain ™ might be played upon the piano to make an
uplifting environment 3 how a picture of the (ood
Shepherd, such as Holman Hunt's, might be
shown to the children, and how at last they might
be taught to chant the twenty-third Psalm. Then

—_——
The Kindergarten in the Sunday-School.
BY MRS, w, p. CRAFTS,

IN a recent number of The Kindergarten News,
the query is raised by one who is evidently a
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———— A — T T

y would probably be given fome occupation to | the Sabbath day, and ostensibly for instruction in

deepen the impression, such ys drawing a picture | the regular Bible lesson, it is thing distinet from

of a lamb that had been outlined hy perforations, | the kindergarsen of the Chureli. It js distinet,
or they might be given colored worsted tostitchit. | also, from the regular kindergarten,

A Bible story told in this way is the practical In some instances the name “kindergarten » jg
working out of the coardination of edueational
practices in the picture, the story, the poem, the
occupation, the games op dramatie representations
of the dominant ideq,

Bible stories woulq not be included by a Com.
mittee on Kindergartens if they were not subjects
that could be treateq after the manner of the
kindergarten,

Is not the query answered ¢ If g0 Bible is in
use in the kindergnrwn, cannot our Sup
lessons be  considered appropriate materiy] for
kindergarten methods » We hold that it may be
0 cousidered,

Onacertain oceasion Miss Constance Mm-kvnziu,
Directress of the Publie Kindergarten of Philadel-
phia, had given an address on the « Developing
Power of the Kindergarten,” A4 the close of the
paper, diseussion wag invited, The question was
asked, * Can kindergarten principles be applied to
Sunday school teaching 9 Misq Mackenzie wisely
replied that the prineiples of arousing self-activity
on the part of the scholar and free development
could not be claimed solely by the kindx-rgum'n,
that they belonged to all trye ems of education,
and that being thus of general application they
should most certainly be used in Sunday school

teaching,

applied to a class of children younger than in the
so-called * primary,”
the term descrit

This is unfortuuate, because
S not a grade bug g method,

If this distinction is not clearly made, we shall
presently have so-called kindergartens » without
& semblance of the genuine article, simply the
“infant class " under another name,

Let the kindergarten of the Chureh be devel.
oped in all possible places, It is possible, yes, im.
perati that there should be a Bible kinder-
garten in every Sunday school, for the kinder.
garten methods are the best by which Bible lessons
may be presented to little children,

school

—_———

Poor Little Aster|
BY REV. E, A, Ranp,

T'sA1D this in the spring, 1 was in my garden,
The clouds hung low and thick their drapery.
The rain dripped, and it Was a good day to set out
my asters.  One poor little plant had fallen over,
and the earth was heaped upon a fraction of jrg
stem.  “Only an aster! [ it go! Let it lie
there!™  That was my first thought, « No,” wag
the afterthought, g neighbor may be no bet.
ter aster, but it has been set right, and it will have
A symmetrical growth, and in the autumn will rajge
its shapely tower of rich blossonis, This poor lit-
tle aster down on jts side is just as well endowed,
but it will grow with o crook and flower with a
crook and stand in the autumn a misshapen thing.
Set it right and it will develop right”

Justice was done to it, my poor little aster, In
the autumn it pow stands before me, g glorious
candelabrum of blossoms, shnpel.v and comely,
my beautiful aster,

It set me thinking,

How many children are Just as well endowed as
other children, have just as good resources of in-
tellect, but they are not started right, A wrong
startis given them in the family, the neighborhood,
the school, and God grant that jt may not have
been given in a church, But the result is that all

If the querist, however, has in mind the right
of a Sunday school class thus taught to be called
a Froebel kindergurton, we must emphatically say,
No. In the appliances of the kindergarten, ma.
terials purposely chosen from the vegetable, ani.
tal, and mineral kingdoms are selected, and they
e presented in educational fequences, unfolding
the power of the child in & Most symmetrical way,
This is not the work which the Sunday school pro-
Poses to do.  Instead, it presents things which pe.
late to the kingdom of God, and the Bible must
largely be the material. In order to make the dis.
tinction clear we propose the name Bible kinder.
garten as applied to oup Sunday school classes,
Let it be understood that this Proposition in no
Way interferes with the kindergarten of the Church,
That is a grand movement to have churches take
up the education of little children in their most
impressive years, and is a system that requires
the child’s attendance for g certain portion of
every day of the week, excepting Saturday, So
that when a clags of little children is met only on

lucky twist, 1y will harm their peace of mind and
damage their usefulness,

Poor little aster! The subject should beget
charity. We stand before the children in our

through life they will show that crook, that un. ,

'
3
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i
|
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primary department. Some of th
little asters with a crook, For ne
they have been started wrong.
Deal tenderly with their peculiariti
them responsible for every oddit

em are the poor
0 fault of theirs,

Have charity!
es.  Don’t muke
¥, Behind it all

is somehody’s blunder, one of life's mishaps,

O Charity ! thy mission is o:. th

ie earth, but thy

home is in heaven, Thy field of exercise is among

men, but thy living birthplace is the bosom of God,

An angel’s spirit and a human bre;
nacle and a human life as thy fiel

blessed is thy mission !

ast for thy taber.

d of effort—how

Poor little aster ! Angels weep over it though |

men may refuse. Somebody above is sorry for

the crook from which comes a eripple, and gome-

body above sheds tears of compa

Perhaps you as teachers in the

assion,
> primary departs

ment can do nothing for the child with a crook ex-

cept to give your pity and your

perhaps you can do something els

theological perv
the child, if it h

charity, and then
e, If some one's

ity may have been inflicted on

mutilated conception of the Saviour, it is your
blessed opportunity to rectify the mistake, to lift

the prostrate plant, to set it right
it may grow up into the symmetr
of the heavenly gardens.

INTERNATIONAL
THIRD QUAR

LESSON
DAVID’S KINDNESS, 2

Gowp)

BIBLE LEs

and straight that
'y and the beauty

TER.

(August 2,)

Sam. 9. 1-13,

Texr, “Be kindly affectioned one to

another with brotherly love (Rom, 12, 10).

Primary Notes,

BY MRS J. n, poL

[Sprinkle

8o that th
elassroom,
about the

kerchief
speak of't
the

ause

fume still remains and gives pleasure.  Show rose
s tell why the rose

orspray of roses, and let the clas

HEMUS,
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y then talk a little
sweet odor; now

put the cologne and hand-
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*a room sweet,] Sometimes rose leaves are dried and
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when you do not feel v
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midst of your loneliness and unhappiness sonieo;
does you a kindnoess ; perhiaps a friend gives you

bunch of flowers, or maybe it is only a kind wo;

or smile, but the kindne
day but muny days bright and hapy
The Bible tells us of many kind

ory of which has lusted

down to us like the perfume
King David did such an net

long after he was ¢ king

| day we are going to reme
Iam sure we shall g0 home with our hearts fil

!

€ some wrong idea of God, some |

with the swectness of

83 makes not only t)

y for you

15, the mie
all these years, con

[ Kindness not v
ul Isracl

mber and talk about

over i 1

* Duvid's Kinduess,”

[Print the title at the side of the roses and tol

the story found in 2 Sam,

us real as possible and bri

0. 1-13, making the fict
nging out the point ¢l

David’s kindness was shown to the son of o
Print “to M—" ufi

who had been his enemy,

“ kindness.”)

What made David so kind? T am sure it wy
because his heart was full of love to God ; that |

made him want to show kindness to those aroun|
him, and that is always what follows from hLavis g

love to God in our heurts,
in the world now who, 1i

. There are many peoy

ke David, are making 1}

places where they live sweeter and better for their

affeetionate deeds,

I know of w man who was once « poor drunkar]

one day he was going ulong the road so drunk 1]

hie soon found he eould n

went to sleep with the hot sun be ing
A ludy passing by suw and
man, and pulling out ler handkerchief sprea

his

down a

ot walk ;

Ly
win

gently over his fuce, e woke sober, and finding

handkerchief his leart

was touched with so

body”s kindness, and from that day he beean

better man; he is no Ic

onger a drunkard, but

carnest Christian man ; that kindly act has ne

been forgotten,

But who has set us the best example of k

ness? [Print  Jesus's

under ** David’s,” und

how he has shown kindness to us.  Beeaus
have received such kindness what ought we to

Repeat and print the Golden

resolve “ 1 will be kine
one, and if we really are

xt.] Let us
lly affectioned " to oy
our part of the world

be filled with a sweetness more lovely and lu

will” before the Golden
[Suggest that cach chi
of the flower he thinks 1

than that which comes from the rose. [Priy

Text.]
Id draw at home a P
he sweetest,]

SreeEstions ¥or Coronive, Rose, if dr

red ; * Be affectioned,”

white outlined with

1

“Davi
will,”

Kixpeg
2 Nam, 9,
GoLpeN
God ™ (M,
Aipg 1
1Cor, 18,

ure of use |

Our
house and
and to-day
which he”
home think

membered w
Years before
all the time

friend’s nay)
prince, the s
Young man
and when th
and put his
some of his ¢]
could not fo
Jonuthan hag
N0, he sent w
ything abo

cume and
was living ne;
and the King ,
came David
that he was lan
tie boy his nur
e ever afte
g, who said
1 beeause [
SHCW Your gy,
¢ Young may
1¢ suid that as
with the
Read 2 Sum, 9
Explain uiy

Teverenee, ™ o

Sunday, A
Text, and conve
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o
1 people love God and Lis Chureh
48 David did, they love other People besides then-
selves, ang they try 1o I Ip others in any way they
may
they
Mman,

SUNDAY §¢ ooz BANNER
—_— — ———

“ David’s,» « Jesuy's Kindness to Me,” green it .unlu/vl_z,'. Wher
will,” white,

ble, They even try to find people whom
Y help, just as Day idinquired l‘urlhiqwunx

Tuesday, (e lust winter we ad u lesson aboyt
'Yi\“J‘)\i,u and we tulked of Duavid ang Jonathan,

Qur Golden Peyy Was, *A friend lovet), at all

times,” T)is story shows that ¢ true, Whether
We see our fyj nds or not, we my think of them ang
love then,

affecnoned Wedne David had ot ird of the Go)

P et Rule, becuuse all 11,ix 1,0, etied before Jesus g
- § =2 here to live, and iy was he who gave the Golden
A YR | | Rule to people; but 1, i Just s that rule gy
¥ | we should . 0y 80 we think that Goc olce spoke in

Kindergarten Hints, his heart,
RY MARY 4, onisnopy FOSTER, | Thursday. A Who love God and love other
People will seek first the Kingdon, of God, which
means the coming of bedee, good-will, anq J

KiNvErGarrex Deparmay, David’s Kindness,
2 Sam, 7.

GOLDEN Txr, “8eek ye first the kingdom of
God™ (Matt, 6, 33),

Ains 10 TiE KiNDERGA 1y 0, Holy  Bible,
1Cor, 18, The books referred to in the lust lesson
are of use in the prepurg

through the Jife and te ngs of our Savioyr, und

then they will serye others and hyye Je
their own b arts,
Frida

| beautit

w added in

Love is th grandest, n;ost useful, mosg
of all things in this world,  Just us tle
king took care of this lune son of his degr friend

ATTENTION SToRy, We may find some one mewhere whom e may

Our last lesson story told of David sitting in his gladden ang cause to have Peace und Joy. Let us
house and thinking that e must build g chureh, | gy the Golden 7' xt,
and to-day our story is about g very good deed 1
i Perhaps he Lad been sitting gt
lome thinking about his friends, and one he re-
¢ mlwlmluilh\vr_\' loving thouglits, | Huse many | forests of Lebanon and the I
years before this time he had been wig), his friend | ships to Joppa
all the time and they loved each other dearly, T
friend’s name was Jonathan, and he had” been o
prince, the son of King Saul. When David was g
foung man he went 1o 1,0 king's paluce one day,
und when the prince saw him he loved him gt onee
ind put his own robe upon David and gave him
some of his things, That was long ago, but David
could not forget his friend, and he wondered jf

nathan had any children, ang where they w

he sent word ‘to the people to ask jf they knew
nything aboyt it, and they said that there was 4 Haxn Wopg, The small children ngy bring
! servant who knew 4] about it, This Nery- i - . g
e and told the king that 4 son of Jonathan | cedar, evergreen, und And twigs and talk of them,
Vas living near there, and told hiim in whjel, house, | Let them coung the five tiny leayes (or ncedles)
and the King said, Bring him here 1 » Wiien he | on a pine twig gnd observe the
came David gq that he was a_Young man, and [, m
that he was lame in both his feet, When lie was alit-
tle boy his nurse Jot, him fall, and both his feet were | upon the lesy

ever after (2 8am, 4, He bowed to the | ScieNcr a7 Home  wipy Morner, Ty of
who said to him ; ¢ I will always be kindeto the deep an
cause I loved your father very dearly, and |
knew your grandfuther tog, Then the King took ‘
the Young man to the to live with him, and | goodness, David was very thankful that he had a
he siid that as long ;.J.L ived he should sit g the €00d house which the carpenters and masons Jiud
with the k ‘ We may read about it here. | 00 of cedar wood, and pe wanted to show his
< Sam, 9,
Explain uriys

tion of this lesson also,

Narvng Work, Tulk of cedur, which was the
material of t)e king's house, ¢ lar grew in e
e brought jt in
y Which was 4 Jittle CIty on the shore
of a great scq, Cedar was the Most beautiful tree

rowing there, and it stood forstrengt ), andgrandeyr
ulni 104, 165 Psulm 92, 19), It was g v ry strong
wood that lusted 4 long time,

Arr Work,  S)ioy pictures of Paluces to the olyil.
dren, and Lyve them find the towers and designate
the verticu] 4

and the pointed ang cireular Window-tops,

ind Lorizonty] lines, the »I;Amin;: lines,

odors of trees,
he Trax

ON CLASS may outline the words
n card, choosing the color,

1 strong thoughts which nmie 1o us
e While we sit alone sometimes thinking of oq

I
1
v

thankfulness by doing somg thing for others, und he
thought of h chureh and tried to find that lame
son of his frieng, If we seck ortry) to find the
kingdom of G,

" % fetched,

" reverence, ™ ¢ ally.

+1ove to him, and sery ice for others,
Attention Story, Bible lesson, Golden we will be sure of peace und Joy and gladness both
Text, and conversation about tie story, I for all in the home, and iy, ourlicarts, Little child, !

Nt




— -
are you thankful for your home? Are you glad
God has given you 80 many people to love and so |
Then do something for others— J

|

much to enjoy
will you

LESSON VI.
DAVID'S VICTORIES. 2 Sam. 10. 8-19,
“The I

sulvation § whom shall 1 feur

(August 9,)
|

GoLpen Texr, rd is my light and my |

(Psalm 27, 1),

Primary Notes, |

[Have drawn on the board |
a shield and sword ; describe |
a soldier, and let the
| guess from the deseription
| what kind of a man you are
| talking about
What are
§ Why is there need of fight- |

lass |

soldiers for? |

ing? Ever since sin cume into the wond there
have been wars and much fighting ; in Bible tines,
before Jesus came, there was often need to fight,
sometimes to punish the wicked, and sometimes to
settle o right; there was one good man about
whom we are learning a great deal; who often had
to go towar; who knows his name? Do you
suppose when Duavid prepared for battle he was
dressed like our soldiers ¢ 3 there were no guns
in those days, and men fought with swords and
for what was the

\
fpears and ocarried shields;
shield?  We have a sword and shicld on the board
to make us think how David was not only a king
but a soldier, too; and now to day we are to learn
atime when he had to leave his throne to pun-
ixh and conquer the ene my.

Last Sunday we had a sweet story about David
that showed what? Ile was not only kind to
Saul's son but to others, and T want to tell you
now how one man received his kindness, [Tell
the story found in 2 Sam. 10, 1 5.1 When the
Ammonites found that David de spised them for
their behavior, instend of suying that they were
sorry, they made up their minds that the would
begin a war with him, and because they were
afraid they were not strong enough to e
David alone they hired a great many soldiers from
other nations to help them, till they got together o
big army. [Tell how the battle was arranged, and
the result of the second att ‘mpt to conquer Israel,
when David himself led his people to battle and
wus vietorious (2 Sam, 19)].

This was not the only time David was victorious
over his eneniies ; in one short chapter in the Bible

1quer

we read how he conquered six different people
(2 Sam, 8); every time he was v ietorious, and be-
cause this was so our lesson is called what? Why
did David have so many victori Not beeause
of his strength or the strength of his soldiers, but

502 SUNDAY SCO/HOOL BANNER.

because who was with him? [Print “ The Lord®

| over his shield.]

In writing one of his psalms David must hay
been thinking of his battles; of how he ha
been kept safely, and of his muny victories ; thi
is the way he begins, [Repeat Psalm 27, 1-3
What did he say the Lord was to him? [Prin
*1s my Light Salvation,” and explain low
becunse the Lord had shown him the way to mes

| and conquer his enemies, he was like a light ; be

cause he had kept him from harm, he waus his sa
vation,] Because the Lord was his light and s
vation David was never afraid;
about fear?  [Print * Whom shall I fear? on ti
shield.] I think David felt the Lord was like
shield protecting him on every side,

Is there any fighting for us to do ? Yes, but oy
enemies and weapons are different from David's

| Satan and sin are our enemies, aud there is need t

what kind of soldiers should
Tell how the

fight every day;
be?  Brave, Christian soldiers,

| are battles to be fought in school, at home, in

own hearts; in how many ways Satan tries to o
quer us § but if the Lord is our light and salyat
we necd not fear, Tell how missionaries he [
in foreign lunds are fighting aguinst Satan, and |
the Lord helps them; how God’s word i3
sword, und fuith our shield ; with these weay

und the Lord our light and salvation, we may g

muny victories,
Close by singing, ** Onward, Christian soldi
SUGGESTIONS FoR BLackBoARD Covorine,
and shicld, orange ; Golden Text, white,

what did e suy

Kindergarten Hints.
KiNoErearTEN DEpanTMENT, David’s Victor
alm 23, 1,

Pralm 2

not, little flock " (I

GoLpeN Texr, “F
12, 32),

A1ps 10 THE KINDERGARTNER. Holy Bible, I
51, Treasury of David (Spurgeon); The Penit
Prayer (Alexander); The W ilhelm Meister (Gootl

vol,

*“No religion that grounds itself on four,”

memlb

Now i

him ‘II
becnnse
clothing

Sunduy
Text, and
Monday
Explain
Ifa man
right, and
helps him
Tuesday,
niany othe;
verse whiel
had all the
Wed nesd,
by a bird
knew that
care
Thursday,
to this cart
urely eare f
ires for bir
of even

ot to fear, 1
12,6, 7, and ¢

F iday, 1)
have we, W
Who will see ¢
the words of

flock * (Luke
Explain uny,
Narere W,
The sparrow i
large one which
ek lurger, 1
tar. The Spar
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ete.; Oratoriy of the kY. iak (Mende Issohn )y “Bo | loss fear of people thay other hirdg have,

not afraid, thy py Ip is near,
A NTION sTORY,

id was brave, o had learyoqg not to Iy
id of people, of things, of darkness, or of ani
e was not afrund of anything, The reason

N Oy and 1 think e would

Wiy for we want 1o e
tre

r, SO was, e p
membered all g, time that (o cured for
Now if' anyone remenibers just gl —it' we remenn,
ber that God loves us and cares for us ang Watcehes
over us, we will not foyp, This word of G
o us muny, many times, oL and it we
think of this whon e begin to foar, he very
thought of his Words will make 1 strong,  Dayiil
stid that God g the strengthy of his life—]oy s
! verse, J
suid “of whoy
miike him i

Ything else he

his Shepherd, ot

ord iy my .\‘lu-pln-r.l, I shall ali
le was sure that God would proyige for

hin™ Do yoy have bread to e every dav? Iy s

hecans You have fud food and |

Lis good thyt
.l.uhuuu.n_\ ¥

OUTLINE,

ehtion Story, Rihle

Sunduy, Aty
Text, and conve

Honday.  David ws yot uflruic
Explain simply w

rin ~;4|r.il.

hat it is to by stro
Ifa man or t boy knows that he jx trying to do
right, and he wants to do right, that v, ry thought
bielps him 1o be strong,

Tuesday, David saiq he shoulq not want,
many other people iy all the years haye said tht
verse which he saig and meant jt, gop they haye
had an they need given them of (o,

Wednesday, Reaq of a good man being fed onee
¥ a bird which God sent (1 Kings 17, God
1ew that the may was hungry anq needed hig

and

are,
Thursday, Long after David lived Jesus ene

to this carth and told the People that God would

surely sfor them,  Fe g, minded them gl God

cares for birds, and he thinks mo g

does of even the little birds, 4

not to fear,

12, 6,

und he usked eople
Let us vead wiag hesuid, (Read Luke
7, and talk about it.)
Y David said thay e hud a Shepherd ; w0
have we, Wy hav ar loving Shepherd
Who will sce tha wedo not want, He
the wordy of our Golden Text, « Fear not, little
flock » (Luke 12, 39),

¢ the same (¢

UYS to us

Explain unusual words ; « Farthings » « value,”

NATURE Wopg, Talk of xparrows and of raveng,
The sparrow is a small bird, and the raven s g
large one which looks “omewhat like u crow, by is
tuch Jurger, though the shape und color are sip.
ilar. The sparrow has g friendly chirp and has

503

The
He lives 4
long time, Sometimes to he seventy or cighty years

[ old. (See nutyry) histories und encyelopedias, )
\ir Wopg Show pictures OF these two birds
mentioned,

I‘ raven is very lurge, usually two feep,

and substituge nature for ypp during
these days when the summer wayes ind the dayy
shorten, Iy, the ehildpey, understand gy aull
art is the atempt to reyey) hature, und o preserve

beauties for the e
kind
Haxn Wk,

mvention )

JoYment and profiv of map
The small children
by the

.\ly., herd suggests folds,

may have an
iy

SNON Bugrested

topies

mentioned sheep, lambs,

meadows, and waters,  Sparrows and ruvens sug-

#5t house & s and nests, e bird honses,
Preturing thes use sticks, blocks, rings, sand,
and the blaek board,

The Traxsimioy CLASS may outline the work

upon the lesson curd, using eolor d pencils,
AT Hose wipy Morngg, Talk
and of it heing nee ssary for oup Jif
is something  whiey, 5 )
guve to Elijul the bread which he needed ip the
morning and in gl (1 Kings 17, 6), and
the sanie cure wag over David and )y Sparrows, und
it is mindful of usalso, To yy he gives bregd and
water in the morning and iy, the evening,
loving
his Joy

SereNcy

bread,
Water, too,

God'y

all peapl

evening

and his
We need, Lot uy pe member

and we knoy truly that weshall pog want,
for he is oup Shepherd too, have some of
the sume vietorjes Which David hq and euch litlg
chi Y remember the gopgle Yesus and think of
his tender words, 4 Fegr not, little flock,

care knows g])

LESSON Vi, (Angust 16.)
DAVID'S CONFEBSION AND FORGIVE.

NESS, Psalm 33, 1-11,

GoLoey Texy, “Create ip me a clean heart,

O God 5 and renew right spirig Within me (Psalmy
51, 10),

Prij Mmapy Notes,

[Pring « David’g» at top
N[ I ofthe board,) Whathayeye
FORCIVENESSI ( learned ahout Dy ¢ [Let
S | the class give the events
S they remenber in Davidg
life.) Wiy kind of o man

| was David 2 Why do yoq
think he wag g good man ?
" Because heloved and obeyed
because he way forgiving ang kind to those

God;
around him,
[Show a perfeet Iy good and clean Imndkn-r\‘hiof.]

You sce this handkerchief is perfeet ; it is clean,
happen

What t [Dip u corner in

it has no stain or soil on ity can anything
to spoil its cleanness ¢
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muddy water and show how it has been stained.]

[ we confess and leave our sin, God will forgive us
hief ever beclean again? [Rub ‘

and will make our hearts clean, even as he made
the heart of David.
Sing, “ Wash me, and 1 shall be whiter than

Can the handke
the soiled ply
stain has been washed away.)

What we have done with the handkerchief makes | snow,”
me think of what is true of everyone, even a good Sra
person ; can you tell me of anything that spoils | white
¢ Bin is like the muddy water that | the Golden Text, white,

goodness ¢
soiled the handkerehief, it soils the life and heart |
?

In pure water and show how the

NS For BLacksoarn Cororivg, Heart,
Confession and Forgiveness, blue ; part of

of even agood person.  Can the stuin be taken awy
The Bible tells us the way it can be washed aw

David knew the way, and we must learn it too, for

|

ull our hearts often hecome stained with sin, and

we want to know how they can be eleansed.

I suid David knew the way : why do you think
this was 50 ¢ Becuuse though he was 1 man 1
und loved God, Satan tempted him and,
listening to the tempter, he sinned, 1ve the ‘
story of it in the Bible. [Tell as much of the story |
ax is best for the little children to know (2 8 un, 11).] ‘

The Bible says, “ The thing that David liad done
displeased the Lord ; ** his heart, his life, had been |
stained with sin, [Make a heart under the word |
“David.”] He knew he had sinned, but I don’t
think he felt what a dreadful thing it was till a
athun was sent by God with a

Kindergarten Hints,

prophet named 2

message for him, [Give an aecount of Nathan's KINDERGARTEN  DEpartaest.  “ David's
INSREVIAN: with .I]““‘I ] ) | fession and forgiveness.”  Psalm 3 1, 7, 9-11
As David listened to Nathan he felt y.”u-‘
wicked he had been and was truly sorry; and | Gopen Texr. “ Create in me a clean heart, O
now he took the first step to be made clean | God!" (Psalm 51, 10).
in; he confessed his sin; instead of suying, | Ams 1o mue Kixoerearrser.  Holy Bil

What have I done?” he said, “ I have sinned | poaim 34, Dualm Treasury of David (Spurge
inst the Lord.” It was David's confe | The Penitent's vayer (Alexander): Story of
Tralms (Dr. Henry Van Dyke): Coutralto S
iim from | “ With Thee There is Forgivencss,” Orator
Woman of Samaria, *“ O Lord, thou hast scarche

that is, owning his sin—that mude it
for God to put away the sin and cleanse |
the stain. [Print ** Confession und the upper
part of the heart.] Nathan said (2 Sam, 19 H
that means that Duvid received fo
the Lord. [Print * Forgiveness around the lower
side of the heart.] Forgiveness means that the sin
art and life made clean ag

me and known me.”

iveness f

ATTENTION STORY.

Sometimes David found it hard to be good, |
though he was a king there were some days w
naughty thoughts came hureying to him, aid
zhty deeds followed.  Whenever he did do
v thing just as boysund ¢

yand before he' eould be really | y
ed to suy that he was sorry,
ive him.  In our lesson to-
says that the one whose naughtiness is forgive
happy.  He thought that people could help
naughty too, for they do not have to go where
do not want to norto do those things which
they do not choose to do, People are not
horses having bits in their mouths for ot
steer them their thoughts and their hearts

g A Sige ) g the hands, and their feet, and their lips, W
Nathan brought him God's message; it is his | we do good und walk in the paths where we ought
togo, we will be glad enough to * shomt for
| [Let us read Psalm 32, 1,7, 9-11
[ Explain  unusual  words: “ Transgres

was pardoned, the hy
#0 David’s confession and fo h
heart what? [Print inside the leart, Y Made a | na

naugh
ure to-

giveness made

r he was sorry

clean,”]

1 suffered for his sin long afterward
n, 12, 10, 15.
Why ¢
He shows his gladness for
psalms.  [Repeat Psalin
beautiful things in that same psalm about God
and what he will do for those who trust him.
There is another psalm that David wrote just after

x
z

ess in one of his
1 He says some

prayer for forgiveness. Sce how it shows his sor-
row for sin! [Repeat Psalm 51, 1-4, 7-10.] This
last verse is a good one for us to pray every day,

“ preserve,” “understanding,”

[Print and recite the Golden Text
Would you be sure God would forgive your sins #
Listen to his promise. [Repeat 1John 1, 9.] If | right.”

*trusteth, ¢ compass,” ¢ righteous,”

S
Texi
M
plaee
into
it wa

for st

Tu
ubout
the |

We
they al
8 8001
always
God lo

Thur
lowed J
his wor
nuught
those ti
than thy

Frida,
Text,
from evq
ire full
others as
12,) Now
thers,
which yor

tells you

never miy
will be Jig

Narere
Did you k
does in m

s the
ntelligenee
\nr Wop
horses and ¢
Maxn Wy
Paper burns
. Wit
may outline
and by,

Qe8 T ang

ure chari
very day.

The Trax
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OUTLINE,

Attention Story, Bible lesson, G
Text, and conversation about the story,

Monday, Wiy gig David mean by “u hiding
place ¢ » Just as  litgle boy or girl would run
o a safe place whey in danger, Dyy id found th
*for him to hyye his thoughts fly to God
for strength ang he Ip to be good,

Sunday, den

Have the childpen think and tylj
ubout the superior intelligenee of themselves oyver
the prettiest gn best horse in ) this world
Explain simply that ¢ little tiny child s great
in God'’s sight thyy the strongest animagl,
child ean think and can clioose,

Luesday,

Wednesday. Al who are naughty feel SOrrows
they always do, hug God forgives ey Y naughtiness
AN 500N us we ask him, Your futher ang mother
always do when You ask them, do they not? gy
God loves us more than they do,

Thursday. Ope Peter, that disciple who fo]-
lowed Jv~u~, and who loyed Bim, and w unted to heay
his words, came to him and said, o g my brother is
nuughty to me seven times, shall forgive him gyl
those times 27 Josus
than that ; ¢ very time,

1, % Yes, indeed, more times
(Mautt, 18, 21, 22

Friday. Lot us suy the prayer of the Golden
Text. We all want our hearts to be cloan and free
from everything haughty, They will be iy they
are full of love, and it we are cady to forgive
others as we expect God to f (Matt, s,
12,) Now, it we Wish to he forgiven we st forgive
- I your little Playmate does something
which you do pot like, and he iy so for it and
tells you so, You may forgive hin ane tell him to
fever mind, you will yot think about ity and you
will be little friends again,

Narere Wopg, The talk may e ubout Lopses,
Did you know that the ks of then:? g
does in many places, Iy Speaks of u red hopse
Zeeh, 1, 8), and & white one (Rey, g )
blick one (Rev, ¢, 5).  (Read James 3. 3, ulso,)
The children Will be interested to talk of this
fuvorite domestie animal, and they will tell stories
ot horses, Yoy may tell stories illustrative of (e
speed, the Strength, the beauty, the kindness, the
ntelligence of the horse,

ve us,

3ible »

and a

At Wonk,  Show pictures of horses, and ulso of
horses and ehariots such as kings lyd
axn Work, Tpe
paper

doops,

small  children may  fold
barns with single doors, and with double
With different gifts and oceupations thiey
"y outline pictures of roads for horses to truvel
1 sand bric With rouds over op under the
bridges; anq With sticks anq
Pieture chariots, and also ts, such as they sce
every day, Perhaps some one knows how to
ke a picture of 3 horse on the blackbourd,

The Transirmon Crass muy sow the symbol

rings they may
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upon the lesson eqrq, This is a sign that through
Jesus and his cross there is torgiveness for every-
one who has ever been naughty,

For Scigxcg AT Howe wiy ) 1ER talk of
loving gentleness iy tle home, and the 8pirit of
forgiveness which overlooks the fuults of each
other, We hyve Power to control oy minds, and
trusting God for sre ugth, he will help us to over.
come tired

nerves and impatien Apirits,
patience and loving forgiyeness is needed in the
lome, Whey the little gir] said to her brother,
*O, Tam sorry Thurt you!" |0 replied, “ [ know
You are, Susie; xo pow it doesn’t hypy,

LESSON VI, (August 23.)
ABSALOM'S REBELLION, g Sam,
5. 1-12,

GoLbeEN Texy, * Honor thy fither and thy
d
(Exod,

mother: thyt thy days may be long upon the Iy
Which the Lord iy

20, 12),

God giveth thee"

Primapy Notes,

N (e up ** Rebellion
[ printed in lurge letters at
the top of the board.] This
[ is o hard word, and per-
haps very few here know
what it meuns; let ys try
to find out, | heard of
a school where qll
the sehe
minds they wouldy'y have sehe
they gathered in he

onee

M certain day

om and locked
the doors so that the teachers conld not eonye in,
When they
obeyed; they Sang songs ubout not Loing to sehool
any more, and behaved very budly ; that was re-
bellion.  Those scholars rebelled, op set, themselves

> told to open the doors no one

gainst their teachers ; they were #oing to do whyt
Pleased thenmse Ives; they y

not going to he

ruled or obey those in wliose re they were placed,
Rebellion is 1 aving and setting ourselyes against
those we should obey and in whose care we ought
A school may

to stuy, rebel against o teacher, o
nation may rebe uguinst u king or President, the
men in g fuctory may rebe uaguinst those who en
gage them to do the work, a child may rebel aguinst
his parents ; iy all these cuses the rebellion iy the
going aguinst an leaving those who ought to he
honored and obeyed,

We have such g sad story to-day of a son wiho
rebelled againsg his father; this son’s name wys
Absalom, [Hang up before "llvlrc”iun."] Did
You ever hear of him before ¢ Perhaps some one
can tell me who his futher Was . What kind of 4
futher do You think Dayid would be!  And whyt
kind of sons would you expect him to have? Lot
me tell you something aboyg Absalom, e wys
very handsome (2 Sam, 14, 25, 26), and Lis futher
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loved him dearly ; but I'm sorry to tell you he \as
not & good young man, and though he was t e
king’s son and very dear to his futher, there eame
a wicked wish into his heart; he was not satisfied
to be only the king's son, he wunted to be king, |
and he began to plan how he could get rid of his |
father. [Tell what Absalom did (2 Sum, 15, 1 ),
and while telling how the city gate wus the place !
where people went in those days to have their
wrongs righted, make a pair of gates on the board,
Condense and tell the events formed in 2 Sam,
15. 7-87, and how Mephibosheth returned David’s
kindness (2 Sam. 16. 1-4),  Tell how A bsalom w

turned to Jerusalem and what was done (2 San,

How do you think it was possible for Absalom to
have become so wicked and have done such 1
dreadful thing? Beeause he forgot and disoheyed
the fifth commandment. What is it? [While it
is being repented, print *“ Honor ™ over the gutes,
and *“Futher” and * Mother” on the gate posts,
and if time permits finish the Golden Text between
and below the gates.)

If Absalom had honored his
boy, if he had always tried to ple
if he had truly loved him, he never would have re-
belled ugainst him and become so wicked. 1t is to
save us from falling into just such sinful ways that
God has given us the commandments, and this
fifth commandment, if obeyed, helps to keep us
if we learn to honor
sier to honor the Lord,

her when a little

e and obey him,

from becoming like Absulon

our parents we will find it
[Explain the meaning of honor and show how
sons begin

men who spend many sud duy sin P
their downfull by rebelling against their parents, |
Why did cities use to have gutes ¢ 1 have put
our Golden Text on these gates because, it we do
what it says, it will help to k ep us sufe from many
langers.  Close with un appeal to the children to
segin, while they are little, to honor their parents,
Suggest that each child make picture of the
tables of stone and print the fifth commundment,
Sveerstions  ¥or CoLoRING, Gates, brown ;
““Honor thy,” white; “Futher and Mothe "

yellow,

Kindergarten Hints,

Ki RGARTEN DEPARTMENT, Obedicnece to par-
ents. Psalm 34, 11,13, 14 (first cluuse) ; Eph. 6.12
(first elune),

Gowrex Texr.  “Honor thy father and thy

mother” (Exod, 20, 12),
Aws o T Kinnereartner,  IHoly Bible, Proy
3. 1-10; “The Integrity of the Home,” Public
Opinion, 894 ; Whittier's poem, ** Snow-
bound, home fuces where upon the
firelight shone ;" Hlustrative Notes (Drs, Hurlbut
and Doherty); The Bible in the World's Education
(Bishop Warren),
ATTENTION
At one time, when David was
praise to God, he wanted to tell everyone that God
15 curctul of ull that they may have food and ull
they need, and o he calléd, **Come, ye children,”
and he asked them to listen while he should tell
them how they might be glad in rightdoing, 1
had children "and grandehildren, and he was so
/ much older than they were, that he knew more of

TORY.

inging a song of

the way through thix world than they knew. I sup
pose that the children listened to what he told them,
and it is written here—let us read it, [Read Psaln
34,11 (first clause), 13, 14 (first cluuse).] How gool
these words sound ! It we are not like horses i

other animals we can guide our tongues and our
s two other

lips, for they will obey us, There
ere which will' help us ve ry mneh

and the Golden Text, |

“ Hearken,” “ guile,”

ain unusual words:

*depart,” “obey,” “ honor,"
OUTLING,
Sunday. Attention Story, Bible lesson, Golder
| Text, and conversation about the story,

Monday, Tulk of the power of the tonguc
| The large and strong animals as well us the sl
ones have tongues, but they cannot use them
people ean, The lurgest
tongue of an animal has not speech, but the it

They cannot speak,

alk,

child ean Our lips are necessary for our
speech, which i
Tuesday. We must use this gift well and fo
It it is such a precious gift
Let us suy g
d and true

great gift of God,

good of others,
must be careful how we use it,
and kind and loving words, words g
Wednesday. David said that it was right to ke
far away from naughty ways and places and t

good,

Thursday. What is it to obey our parents ¢ |
to do just what they tell us we should do, Ty
have been in this world longer than we have, and
they can tell us just what it is vight todo, Just
long tine
rht ways,

anyone who has walked over path fo
knows all about it, so they know the r
and they tell the little children sow to walk and
where to walk and what to do,

Friday. Our Golden Text is a t of God's
word which was kept in that beautiful gold hox we
talked about a little while ago. 1t is right, ther
fore, to love and to obey our parents because our

hea
ever
and
N,
chilc
fore
not &
habit
about
He eq
the ¢
Augu;
you li
Anrt
childre
of bills
Han
bird-h
They n
in with
bird's |
robin-w
are awg
The nes
Tuk 1
ture upoy
SeIENG
haby b
They we

dear nun
should be
gentle ang
repeats th
to be good

The ba),
morning g,
the words s
and prays
Prayers toge

together,

LI
ABSALO!
GoLpex T

the righteous
perish (Psaly

15 another iy,
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heavenly Father BUYS %0,  [Muke Practicul the | we yre to talk aboyt to-day, The Bible tells yy
everyday \\u_\.-nl'~lmuim( love and heing obedient, | that some ype [pring « righteous » and - expluin jus
and get the jdegs of the child ey ubout it,] heaning|; iy ge))s U, 100, thut otheps are [print
Nareng Work, Tulk of 1} @itt of song whicl, | « ungodly " ang c,\|wlu|n],
children fgye, They noi “song, and imitate it he. As you watel People you think that, besides
fore they do Speech, Birdg o sing, but th Y can- | Jookinge Alill.-n-ml), they scem to be going ditterent
Notspeak words g little childpey, can. Tulk of the
habits of sop0 birds, and clhoose one varj

that js true, too, fop each has hig own

ety to talk | wapk and pleasures and home, and 1he Wuys to
hona sk

about, Tl robin is one of the most tamiliar to g1, these different ; g IS just as tryge that there
He comes o yg early in gl Spring and stays ontil | are -ty Paths in which Youean find ull e world ;
the cold duys eome, g You see any robins these NC path leads to t),0 hm\:-n\) city, the other
August days ? You wil [} their Rweet songs if | “ world ul‘m?wr.\.

you listen, }f [Show how a1y begin Dite wigy, the sume oppor-

Arr Wogg, Show hipg pictures, an have the tunity of el
children designate PNt of diffepc neein the length | sinee sin entered inge the word ), ways divide
of hills, tails, a0 othey Points, and gome g0 0ne wyy

Hann W, The smn children may make
bird-house Pictures of stick and in the sang table,

g the puth heaven, by ever

and some (e other ; boegin
&path at the extpene left of the bogpqg und sep-

ale it into two, In;uing the  wapls “right-
They may build hoyses sueh s little ehildpey live | cous» and “ungodly 4 the two endings, |
in with thejy Parents, Iy clay they miy model | Who tuke the way leading to heavent  wy,, the
bird’s nests, but no CLRS i them, fop the litle other? (yp You always e which Wiy people
robin-wings Brew strong fop flight and the hirds are goingi [y there any - oone  whe knows ¢
are away, away looking gt this beautify) World, | [Pring « The Lord Kknowetl, » on the first path
The nests of 1y spring are Cmpiy now, before it divides,)

Tuk Traxsimioy Crass iy color the bird-pie Sometimes it js very plain whie
Upon the lesson egpq
Nerg

h way people are
3 l going.  In wijiop Path do you thip} uh walked 7
AT Howme wipy Morngg, W hen did the Abraham ¢ Mosest gy id? we learned e

baby begin 1o tulk ¢ Wiy were his first words? Sunday of ome of Duvigrs MONS S what was his
They were some which he g heard othery speak,
Perhy,

hame?  [Reeqll .\lnulum,] Tell me what yoy
G remember ghoyy him 5 in whiep, Path do yoy
think he was? W, left Absalom last Sunday iy
Jerusalem, an Poor David 4 wanderer from ),y
home, [Muke o story of 1he incidents jy 2 Sam,,

s his it brothers gy NIsters said,
Yor .\l:nmn:l," and he tried g, these
A numes.  The Jile chililren yyjy, an - talk
uld be carefy) that theip tongues and lips sy
gentle and loving wapds only, b

re

s if the baly

8 their wopdy they will way all their wopds
to he good ang true and loving words,

The baby will try by and by to say the same

morning and “vening P

the words slow Iy and

chapters 17 anq 18, putting it in language casy to
be undg rtood, |

[Call out the Story of Absalons death, and then
¢ 18.] Tulk ahout Absalon’s Krave : per-
haps he had CXP

Vers that yoy By, 8o sqy

F10 e buried by the 1 :
lar he had sed s but whepe Was he buried ¢
[(Verse 17.) W hile reading make a pile of stones ut
end of « ungodly,»1 Absalom’s life nded so dif.
ferently fyop, what he haq expected.  [Contrysg
what he hag hoped to he with his end, |

David in ¢ v of the
ungodly, [Reeite Psalm 1, 46, and Print “shan
perish” on e stones,  [f Possible have yome

carefully ungil ). learns then,
and prays to Oy Futher, You can they say the
Prayers together, gy Yousing your hynms ang songs
together,

© Of his praliis telly ghe gy

LESSON IX. (August 30,
ABSALOM’S DEATH, g Sam, 18, 9.3,
GOLDEN Teyy, « The Loy knoweth the of

the righteous ; but the way of the ungodly ghy)
perish (Psalm 1, 6).

chaffund shiow how casily it is blown away and
lost.] What o sud ending was Absalom’s | o
might hyve been among the rhteous ; how dif-
ferent then iy life would huye been here gy
hereafter

Hear wiiy David said ubout the way of the
righteons, [Repat Psalm 1, 33 show 4 braneh
of evergreen ung tell how jy stays green throug-
out the year; o)) of the puli tree of David's
country, and  dmw leaf at he end of the
“ righteous » way, printing over it “Shall poy
Wither,;

In which of these waysare youy | hope in the
wuy of the righteous, By Suppose Sutan hyy

Primar-y Notes,

W), You are walking in
the street )0 People yoy
meet scem very different
from one another, and they
are ;in what Ways are they
different ¢ [In dress, look Y
fpeech, ete,] I 4 these
Ways people differ,but there
I8 another diﬂ'vrem'e, and that differeyee is what
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tempted you into the way of the ungodly, is there
any help for you? Must you go on and perish ¢
I'm so glad there hus been a way provided by
which anyone may leave the one and reach the
other. [Make a cross connecting the two paths
and print on it ““Jesus the way.”] Jesus said
(John 14, 6). If weturn from our evil ways and
bring Jesus our sin-stuined hearts to cleanse he
will forgive us and set us in the way that the
Bible suys grows brighter und brighter unto the
‘perfect day. [Make rays from above shine on the

way of the righteous,

Sveekstions vor  Covorina, Paths, brown;
stones, brown; leaf, green ; cross, white; * Jesus
she way,” white ; Golden Text, white ; ** Shall not
wither " and rays, yellow.

w02 Wty

€

Kindergarten Hints.
SINDERGARTEN DEpArTMENT,  Obedience to God,
Psalm 40. 3, 85 Psalm 108, 2-5; Psalm 4«7
GoLveN Texr. “The Lord our God will we
serve, and his voice will we obey” (Josh, 24, 24),

ER,

OL BAN.

what God wanted him to do, and that God's
word was hidden in his heart. He remembered
that it was God's love that gave him all his bless-
ings, and made him well when he was sick, and
gave him good things to eat, so that he felt strong
like an eagle.  We may read about it here [Reud
Psalin 40.°3, 83 Psalm 103, *sulm 4.

Expluin unusual words ; Delight,” * benetits,”
ies,” * healeth,” redeemeth,” * loving-

** iniquiti
kindness,” “sutisfieth,”
OUTLIN
Sunday.  Attention Story,
Text, and conversation about the story,
Monday. What do you think u “new song "
was? It may have been that David fult as a little
boy or girl does when a warm true love for our
Futher is in his heart, How much happier we ar¢
when we are good, than when we forget to be goad,
Tuesday. David would rather be g than not
Would you? (Explain verse 8,) A little girl said
that she heard the voice often * when the peach
trees were loaded with half-ripe peaches * whicl,
she had been forbidden to touch, She would smell
of the little hard balls with their velvet ~kins and
think she would take one bite, but the voice said
*No, no, mamma told you not to,” Her mammg
told her that Conscience was another name for
God's way of talking to her, and that ifshe wanted to
grow up to be a good woman she must listen to th
‘* Grown-up people hear the

ble lesson, Golden

voice and obey it.
voice too,”
Wednesday. * Bless the Lord” means thank
him for all these things. You have these ve 'y 8an
things, have you not {  Were you ever sick ! God
made you well; and his goodness is like a erown
David said, and he thought that a crown is son
. 80 God’s great goodness is

thing v
very des
Thursday. The good things for our mouths ar
God's gifts. How we should love him and be glud

and precious to us,

Ams 10 e KiNpereartzer,  IHoly Bible,
Psalm 1033 Old Testament History, pp. 455-460 ;
Psalm 10335 Commentary
Lllustrative Notes (Drs,

Commentary (Clarke
(Whedon), Psalm 103
Hurlbut and Doherty).

ATTENTION STORY,

Our lesson of last week was about obedien

purents, und to-day we have one that goes with it,

and that one leads to thix one—obedience to God, |
The children who are obedient to their arents, and |
who are glad to do what the father and mother tell
is right to de are obeying God’s word,

them it is

Duvid knew that though he was & king, yet a greater
King than he watehed over him, and cared for him, | heart
Who is the King of all the earth ¢ He is God over Narvre Work, Talk of cagles. An eagleisthe

ull.  David knew that if he loved and sery ed God

his life would be happy and useful, He tried to he

good, and we have found that when he was naughty
, and he
v to his

ut any time he asked God to forgive him
knew thut obeying God’s voice gave j

heart,  Just as little children sing when they are
lad, s0 he said thut God put a song of gladness in
tis mouth, He said, too, that he delighted to do

to

to obey him when he loves us 5o dearly and give
us 8o much in our life!  When Jesus was upon th

eurth he gave food of breud, water, fish, to th
yand he always “cared ” whether

who were hung
people had food or not,

Friday. Let us say that verse which tells whor
gladness comes from,
hast put gladness in my heart,”
all gladness comes, and this will surely come if wi

ten in this Book,

Repeat together, “ Thou
It is from Gl

obey God’s voice in our hearts and his words writ-
All who are obedient to parents
and obedient to God have this gladness put in their

| emblem of strength and courage. Eagles live in
" | the mountains and forests, and build theirne '« high
up in the rocks. The sparrows and robins like to
live near to man, but the eag'e tries to get far away
from people, and he lives high up far away from

upoy
its 1
in th

Soi
Hum,
toget]
God’s
sure t

and e

Live to be
who are enal
here shal), in
and stars fore



seventy varietjes of eagles,

Hanp Wopg, The small children may picture
mountains in (he sand table, Putting rocks ang
twigs (for trees) among them, If possible have reql
nests which haye been made by birds to show to
them, and Jot them handle these and examine them,
A robin's nest js lurger than 4 small bird’s pest
and different iy structure from jy, The nests are
deserted now and you can gey them ey,

The Transimioy CrLass may outline the vepe
upon the card, ¢ is o good resolution, and jf kept,
its members wij) find that Goq Will put gladness
i their Licarts gy he did in David’s,

SCIENeE ap Hoxe wiry Morigg, Talk of song,
Human families anq bird fumiljes enjoy singing
together, Be glad as o family, anq by obeying
God's voice haye gladness in 411 the heurts, Be
sure that the “good things " to eue are wholesome
und cooked thorouglly,

Whisper Songs fop August,

FIFTH LEssoy,
Our King now js calling,
And who wij obey ¢
O come to 1 tuble—
Let no one deluy,

SIXTH Lessoy,
The Lord is our light,
And whom shall we four
To all who w ill trust hin,
He ever i5 near,

SEVENTH g
O who deliver
From Sutan and sin ?
Look ever to Jesus
The vietory to wiy,

ON.

ElGumn LEssoN,
From the in of self-love,
Dear Lord, muko us free,
And keep uy forever
In pure love of thee,

NINTH Lissoy,
[have a der Futher
Who knowetl, my way ;
"N ask him to lead me,
Then trust ang obey,

eSS

LIVE to be useful ; live to give light ; for those

who are enabled through grace to shine as lights

re shall, in the world to come, shine as supg

and stars foreyer and ever,

———
Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY l)):PAﬁTM)ZNT.

Third Quarter,
ERVICE, [All standing,]

Praisk §

Teacher. 0, &ive thanks unto the Lord,
Class, For he js good.,

Teacher, Thou art my God,

Class, And 1 will praise thee,

Toacher, Thoy art my God,

C

s, 1 will exalg thee,
Teacher. T win praise thee,
Cliss. For thoy hast heard e,
SiNGiNG, " Praise him, praise him, all ye little

childven,”

Wiisprg Praver,

Jesus, how we thank thee
For thy love to-day !

O, be near to hear uy
A8 we praise and pr;

[Prayer by teacher, i) Joining in (he Lord’s
Prayer, |
SiNGING, [Chureh hymn Appropriate to (he
lesson, ]
Teacher, What has Jesus said about giving ¥
Class, Freely ye have eived ; freely give,
SING Giving § ONG,
'ERING, followed by birthday offerings,
ERT RECITATION,
The silver ang the gold are thine,
And we Imlong to thee ;
O may we always love and give
With hearts both glad anq free,
Review proy Boarn,
SUPPLEMENTAL Ly, 3
Rest Exgrersg, « We will all rise up together,”
Crass Teacuiyg,
Ecio Praygp,

CLosing Exkrcises,

Teacher, The Lord shal Preserve thy going

out,

Class, And thy coming in,
Teacher, From this time forth, and even for.

ever more,

CLass axp TeachEg,

Now the hour js over,
And ere we €0 away,

All standing thus together
This little Prayer we'll Sy —

“[All fold hands,]

Help us, heavenly Father
Thy loving face to seek ;

And guide and keep us safely
All through the coming week,
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Book Notices.

A Knotty Point. And other stories. By W,
Forster London : Wesleyan Sunday-school
Union. Toronto: Wm. Briggs.

This is another handsome square octavo of
short sketches by Mr. Forster. One of them
will have special interest to Canadian readers
as giving an account of Dr. Bowman Steven-
son’s Children’s Home, whereby the city arabs
of London are transferred from the Arabia
petra of London’s stony streets to the Arabia
felix of happy Canadian homes,

A Standard Hymnal. A New Hymnal for
general use.  Compiled and arranged by
C. C. Converse. 12mo, cloth, 112 pp., 35
cents, New York, London and Toronto :
Funk & Wagnalls Company.

No one could be better fitted to prepare a
hymnal that would meet the devotional needs
of the people in all services of the Church,
Sunday-school and family circle, than is the
well-known composer, C, C. Converse, of whose
hymn * What a Friend we Have in Jesus,”
fifty million copies have been printed. ** Stan-
dard Hymnal " contains 150 of the choicest
hymns selected from a whole library of
psalmody. Its tunes are among the choicest
written by the world’s great composers.

Talks to the King's Children. Second series of
‘“Five Minute Object Sermons.” By Syr.
vasus 8rary, D.D, Cloth, 12mo, 256 pp.,
$1.00. New York, London and Toronto :
Funk & Wagnalls Company. .

This book helongs to a class of which there
are but few in any language. The author has
done for children’ what Schriver in Germany,
and Dean Stanley in England, have done for
growu people. There are many religious books

or children, but these Sermonettes are unique,
With some object of every-day life presented
to the eye, the author after the manner of the
parables, presents the important truths of the
Gospel to the easy comprehension of both old
and young. The large sale of the first series
of ** g:ivn %limne Object Sermons to Children ”
proves the author’s fitness for this work. Every
page is animate with thoughts that both capti-
vate and edify. Some of the sermons are little
classics. The book is a model for children’s
sermons, and it is not surprising that the first
series has been welcomed by mothers in the
nursery, teachers in the school-room and mis-
sionaries in foreign lands; has afforded the
best of instruction to the young, and has been
appreciatively used by grown people for devo-
tional reading and welcomed particularly by
pastors in preparing to preach to children, It
will be especially helpful and suggestive to

Lamps and Pitchers and Other Addresses to
Children. By GEorce MiLLiGaN, B.D.
Edinburgh : Oliphant, Anderson & Ferrier.
Toronto : William Briggs. Price 50 cents.

To address children so as to catch and keep
their attention, and to interest and instruct
the mind, is a very difficult task. Mr. Milii
gan seems to have a genius for this, His
previous volume of *“Golden Nails” has
reached its sixth thousand, and other volumes
the fourth thousand. They are models of
simple, direct teaching, ﬂﬂl{ may be well
studied by preachers and teachers among us,

Chrissie's Faults ; or, Fettered by Custom. dy
JEeANIE FrrrY, London: Wesleyan Sunday
school Union. Toronto : William Briggs.

This is another story illustrating the evils of
intemperance and its frightful consequences
A young wife, fettered by the customs of the
times, refused to sign the temperance pledge,
ields to the fatal fascinations of the drink
abit, loses her babe through the drunkenness
of anurse, and only through late repentance
wins pardon and peace. Her experience is
beautifully expressed in the following lines :

““ The mistakes of my life have been many,
The sins of my heart have been more,
And I scarce can see for weeping,
But 1'll knock at the open door,

‘I am lowest of them that love Him,
I am weakest to those who pray ;
But I come as He has bidden,
And He will not say me nay.

‘1 know I am weak and sinful,
It comes to me more and more ;
But when the dear Saviour shall bid me
come in
I'll enter the open door.

*“ The mistakes of my life have been many,
And my spirit is sick with sin,
And I scarce can see for weeping,
But the Saviour will let me in,

‘“My mistakes His free grace will cover,
My sins He will wash away ;
And the feet that shrink and falter
Shall walk through the gates of day.”

LEARN 10 D0 WELL —Learning to do well
is like learning to swim.  You wade into the
water, bat not far, for fear you will drown.
You try to swim, but sink. ~ You try again,
and do a little better. You swallow™ a good
deal of water. It gets into your ears and eyes
and nose, but you keep on splashing, and finally
can swim. So you must keep on doing well
until you learn how, and it has become a habit.
A habit is something which we have. That is
what the word means. It often becomes some-

primary class Sunday-school teachers,

thing which has us.—Christian Leader.
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ADVERTISEMENTS

JUST PUBLISHED
——

ianadian Savage Folk:

THE NATIVE TRIBES
OF CANADA ...

By..

JOHN MACLEAN, M.A., Pw.D,

Author of
‘Life of James Evans,” * The Indians of Canada : Their
Customs, Manners and Traditions,”

Cloth, large octavo, G641 pages, frecly
illustrated,

PRICE - - $2.50,

UHAPTERS: 1. Some Queer Folk. IL In the

Lodges.  III._ Church and Camp., 1V, Native
{eroes. V. Native Religions. VI Races and
Languages. VIL On the 1 rail,

Keep up your
S.S. Library

With the coming of the heated term
there often is a marked falling off in
the attendance at Sunday - School,
This may be obviated by purchasing a
new supply of books for the Library,
Do all you can to keep up the attend-
ance, and don't overlook or under-
estimate the drawing attractions of a

library of popular books, We are giv- |
ing exceptionally good terms. Write |

| Memories of

-~ Margare! Grainger

us for catalogue and particulars,

A New Pn.nsz Book,
MAKING FATE

Mrs. G. R. Alden (““Pansy™)

CLOTH, ILLUSTRATED, - - . 70 CENTS,

WILLIAM BRIGGS, -

0. W. COATES, Montreal,

WESLEY BUILDINGS, »

——
A New Canadian Book,

POEMS == PASTELS

By William Edward Hunt

e
Buckram Binding, Glit Top, Price $1.00.

g

A very charming volume of distinet value as a
contribution to Canadian literature. The poems
are true poems, and the pastels are poems in prose.

CANADIAN STORIES

i Lover in Homespun

AND OTHER STORIES

BY
F. Clifford Smith
-
PAPER, 50 CTS. - CLOTH, $1.00,
-

These stories, in the subject matter, are all dis-

tinetly Canadian, and are told in a most engaging
style.” Sure to be read and re-read.

A NEW SWAN BOOK

Schoolmistress
BY
ANNIE S. SWAN
.

CLOTH, ILLUSTRATED, - - - . . $1.00.

TORONTO, ONT.
8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax,
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—~ LL WORKS OF EXCELLENCE must bear a
price in proportion to the skill, taste, time,
expense and risk attending their invention

and manufacture, Those things called dear are, when
justly estimated, the cheapest. They are attended
| with less profit to the manufacturer than those which
‘ everybody calls cheap.  Beautiiul forms and composi-
\‘ tions are not made by chance, nor at small expense,
‘ SOUVENIRS are the most - modern, complete, and
economical Ranges made. They are the product of
‘ one of the oldest and greatest concerns in  Canada,
w Their great advantages over ordinary stoves make
them the cheapest, best and most desirable  stoves
in the world, Aerated Ovens make the difference.

| They are sold everywhere, and will last 4 lifetime.
Tue GURNEY-TILDEN CO., Lmw.

\
{

AND,..., Hamilton, Ont,
J -~ THE GURNEY STOVE
FK YT AND RANGE co,
3 }ﬁ% Winnipeg, Man,

MANUFACTUR ERS,
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