P g'g o’e A& N4

AT L L LTI LY TTL L XL L L LAY s LLLTY LTSI T TR
o xRS -3 sl R IR J
o I agciimin I Tl LR wiid ol I IR R0 Tl .@2 .

N
.
0
N
N

i i et 3N

ggﬁ “ The Goodwill of Him that dwelt in the bush be with us.”

SN . 1896.
% =ne

=i

oiN

2N

. /90
N

|

o

T

N RONDAPA

R Address all communications —¢¢ Church and IHome,"” care of Presbytery Clerk,
-t 82 Charlotte Street, St. John, N. B.

Business communications and money orders to Mr. John Willet, St. John, N.B.
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All fresh, bright

and attractive.

When ordering sampies des- ‘
cribe rooms to be papered, b
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Mail orders promptly filled.
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in your selection of
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WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALERS IN
CROCKERY, GLASSWARE, LAMP GOODS,
GRANITE IRON WARE,SILVERWARE, &ec.

We carry a large and well assorted Stock of-

FURNITURE, CARPETS, MATTRESSES, &c.
WILLARD KITCHEN &£ CO., Frepericton, N. B.

JOHN G. ADAMS,

UNDERTAKER,
OPPOSITE COUNTY COURT HOUSE.
Queen Street,

F'redericton.

JOHN H. McROBBIE,

Wholesale and Retail

BOOTS,SHOES

AND RUBBERS.
English Uppers, Shoe Findings and Leather-

Letter orders promptly attended to.
Samples and prices seat on application.

94 King St., - ST. JOHN, N.B.

Made from any design, in any waod.

Send for cuts of different styles.

Made of Hardwood, in sizes as laid down in the School Manual.

Send for cuts.

Also,Doors, Windows, Mouldings, Matched Sheathing, Flooring,
Church Gothic Windows, and all kinds of Circle Work.

EXPERIENCED WORKMEN.

4 LARGE STOCK OF LUMBER,

Woodstock Wood Working Factory, - Woodstock, N. B.
R. K. JONES, PROPRIETOR.

H. V. DALLING,

A  Jeweller.

DEAL IN HAMPDEN 17 JEWELS.

Inspector Watches and Clocks
on the C. P. R.

30 MAIN ST., WOODSTOCK, N. B.

' —YOU CAN GET—

HARNEHESS

Fer Carriage or Wagon,

Unexcelled for quality of material, excel-
lence of workmanship, and lowness
of price, at

‘WM. ROBBS,

204 Union St., St.John;N.B.

Our Advice to any of our Readers_»

WHO INTEND PURGCHASING

Pianos, Organs & Sewing Machines
sranmonrrancannsenenmo ]S TO WRITE TOrecnnrascon~ranconn,

McMURRAY & CO., FREDERICTON, N. B.
They employ no agents, but give the large commission paid agents to their customer,
Write for terms and prices.  Also headguarters for SABBATH SCHOOL
LIBRATRIES, a large stock always on hand at
Mc MURRAY 8& CO., Fredericton, N. B.




HURCH and HOERE

The MNagazine of the Presbytery of St. John.
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Vol. I. ST.JOHN, N. B., JUNE, 1896. No. 6

Time has increased in value in

these days. Men have more to do
in the same compass of days than
they had before. The people we
meet therefore seem always in a
hurry.  As we read descriptions of
old world times their great claim for
us lies in the ample leisure the peo-
ple there had for enjoying life.  Let-
ters were few and far Dbetween.
Trains were unknown. The penny
post had not bueen evolved. Only
at rare intervals did anything dis-
turb the even tenor of life.  The
boundary of the town or country was
for most people the boundary of the
world. Beyond lay a vague, mys-
terious, illimitable void, out of which
came occasionally strange messages,
perhaps of disturbances in another
land, or of the death of a hero dear
to the national heart. Merchants
received their mails at uncertain in-
tervals. Fast steamship lines were
unheard of tuen.  Merchandise was
wafted across the ocean in ships
tyrannized ever by wind and storm.
Once th: answering letiers were dis-
patched the merchant rested patiently
for wecks and months without fear of
toublesome  thunderbolts  flashed
across the speaking wires.  As we
glance back to these times we are
sometimes tempted to envy dhe peace
and quictude of mind in which our
forcfathers spent their lives.  Yet
they doubtless had their own troubles

in the opening up of a new country
which to them would be real and
quite as heavy as we imagine ours
to be. Undoubtedly, however, the
pressure of life, the strain upon our
bodies and minds is far greater now
than ever it was before. We are
rever off the rack. At any moment
a message from the uttermost ends
of the earth may wreck our plans
and mar our hopes. As Burns said
wheid moralising on the fate of the
mouse whose little bield his cruel
coulter had so rudely destroyed, “‘the
best laid schemes of mice and men
gang aft agley.”  To-day aman may
be rich and honoured, to-morrow he
may stand among the ruins of house
and home.

This uncertainty in which we live
might have been expected to infalli-
bly drive us back upon One who is
unchangeable, se that we might find
a happier life in the quict develop-
ment of ov  spiritual selves. On
every side we hear constant com-
plaints of the incessant claims of
business.  Yet those who, according
to their own account, are thus sorely
harassed, do not seem inclined to
moderate their desires, and rest con-
tent with a modest competence.
The spirit of emulation is e¢ver urg-
ing nations, cities and individuals
ever forward in an unceasing effort
to outstrip the other.  The columns
of our journals corstantly contain
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tables showing how our shipping is
increasing or dimimshing, as com-
pared with that of other nations or

cities ; or attempts are made to show
how in this country or in that our
manufacturers and merchants are
gaining or losing ground.  Even our
political combinations are affected
by the self same spirit, and parties
and candidates are accepted or re-
jected according to their views on
trade questions affecting their con-
stituency. In private life the same
spirit is displayed.  We must live in
the same style and ape all the novel-
ties introduced by those whom we
consider to be our equals. Toolish
extravagances are thus caused, and
many hours of care and worry are
in store for us, accompanied by se-
vere suffering on the part of our
families and our dependents.  This
vain striving creates most of our so-
cial evils, Bargain hunting is the
inevitable result, aud ¢ sweating,”
with all its attendant horrors, is cre-
ated to crush the life out of helpless
fellow-beings who have to say, ‘“my
poverty but not my will consents.”
In this age of material comfort no
excuse can be found for the grinding
down of the honest poor. This
would indeed be a happy world if
professing Christians obeyed the
great law of self-sacrifice. Is it a
mere dream to trust that a time will
come when greater emphasis will be
laid on the practical fulfilment of the
law of love and less stress on the
empty parade of the religion whose
animating prir.ciple it is supposed to
be ?

No thoughtful mind can suppose
that things will remain long as they
at present exist. The times are out
of joint, for we stand between the
old and the new. The old is break-
ing up. Thenewisas yet unformed.
The result is chaos. A Babel of
sounds echo around us. Men turn
into devious and obscure pathways
in the hope that somewhere they will
find rest. In this life hope always
flutters between the dim wave and
the sky, and even in man’s extremity
we kncw and feel assured that out
of the turmoi: and strife order will
one day arise. The spirit of God
will brood again over the watersand
the light will be divided from the
darkness.

In some of the weekly journals
recently received from Britain there
seems to be raging a controversy as
to whether written or extempore ser-
mons have the most effectin leading
men to higher things. Arguments
pro and con have been advanced on
both sides, and yet the question
secems hard to settle. In Scotland
not so very long ago the man who
ventured o iook even at a scrap of
paper in the pulpit would have been
considered worse than a heathen
man and a publican, but a change
seems to have taken place in the
minds of the people, and many of
the celebrated preachers, who draw
large audiences, use the «paper”
without any let or hindrance on the
part of their hearers. Certainly it
stands to reason that of all the ser-
mons preached from our pulpits on
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any given subject, the one that is
carefully written and delivered with
only occasional use of the manuscript
must of necessity be superior to the
one given extempore, headless and
noteless.  Such an one becomes
nothing short of a harangue in the
hands of most ministers who try it—

an endless and resultless repetition

of meaningless phrases —euphonisms
that tickle the ear, but do not feed
the soul.  The other must,. of neces-
sity, reasoned out as it isin the quiet
of the study, with the thoughts of
others around to counsel and in-
struct, with the time for silent com-
munion with that source whence our
first tl.'nkers and writers drew their
inspiration, ‘be more useful to the
edification of th. hearer. It is given
only to a few pulpit orators to stand
up and enlighten men on the great
truths of our religion without the
careful and prayerful preparation we
speak of.

« Reading maketh a full man, con-
ference a ready man, and writing an
exact man,” wrote Bacon. What
manner of man, then, must he be
who combines all these, who reads
that he may be full of useful thoughts
and ideas for the benefit of his hear-
ers; who wries that he may give

these exact expression in the line of

truth without extravagance ; and
who, having done all this, confers
with his people, having a good con-
science, that he is not, before them,
“ loud, high-sounding, empty.”

Rev. D. M. Gorden, D. D., Pro-
fessor of Theology in Halifax Col-
lege, has been elected Moderator
of the General Assembly.

i

Shediat.

Knox Church :—\We have to rec-
ord with regret the deeply felt loss
sustained by our Church in the re-
moval of Rev. Mr. Morton from our
midst.

On the evening of May 24th Mr.
Morton delivered a farewell address
to a very full church. Choosing an
appropriate text, after a brief dis-
course, he spoke with regret of his
leave-taking, and warmly expressed
his gratitude for all kindness re-
ceived ; but itwaslistened to by those
who feel that any kindness shown
has been but slight in return for the
great and good work done among us
by him, who laboured unselfishly in
the name of the Master.

On the Friday evening previous a
social gathering was held in the base-
ment of the church, a short musical
programmne was prepared, and ice
cream served.

During the evening the following
address was read, and a purse pre-
sented to Mr. Morton by the con-
gregation :

To REV. ARTHUR S. MORTON :

Rev. and Dear Sir,—We regret
that you are about to sever the tie
that has for too short a time con-
nected us, and that the pleasant re-
lations of pastor and flock that has
existed between us for the past eight-
een months are to be brought to a
close.

You came to us bearing a name
that is almost a household word in
the Christian homes of two hemis-
pheres, on account of the Christian
zeal, devoticn: to duty and eminent
ability of your parents, and the com-
ing among us of their son, could not
fail to awaken in us high expecta-
tions. We rejoice to say we were in
no wise disappointed, and the emin-
ent success of your pastorate is abun-
dant and indisputed evidence that
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realized.

You bhave, sir, under God, been
the means of doing much good |
among us during your short stay, l
which we all fully acknowledge and |
appreciate, and we beg to assure you |
that in going away from Shediac you |
leave behind you none but friends.

We ask you to accept this purse
as a slight mark of the love and es-
teem in which you are held by this
branch of your charge.

We hope that your health may Le
benefitted by the change of residence
you propose to make, and trust that
wherever your lot may be in the
future, God in His infinite Provi-
dence will guide and protect you.

Wishing you bon voyage, we are,
on behalf of Knox Church congre-
gation,

Yours very faithfully.

The best wishes and fervent pray-
ers of our people go with him, and
we cling to the hope of parted
friends to meet again in God’s good
time.

In behalf of the Point DuChene
Sabbath School I tender sincere
thanks to the Sabbath School of St.
Stephen’s Church, St. John, for their
kind gift of books, presented through
Mr. John Irvine.

Jas. Frieg, Supt.

How we Conduct our Prayer
Meetings.

[Free Church Monthly.}

IV.—IN A MINING VILLAGE.

The first question I had to face
when I was ordained some six years
ago, was, Is it possible to have a
a week-night meeting at all 2 There

had been for some time no such

chiefly miners, and miners keep early
hours both at night and morning ;
and the young women were chiefly
factory-workers, going by train every
day to their long day’s work in a
neighbouring town.  As for the mo-
thers, prayer-mectings were not to be
thought of.  We resolved, however,
to make the trial. An early hour of
the evening was fixed upon, and the
girls were invited to come as early as
they could. Sometimes they were a
quarter of an hour behind time ; but
as the first part of the meetings was
occupied largely with praise, their
entrance did not distract the others.
The result was most encouraging.
For some time the attendance was
equal to half the number of ,com-
municants. Our Sabbath attendance
was in those days not much over
two hundred, and I have seen one
hundred present frequently on Wed-
nesday evenings. This, of course,
settled that the people could come if
they chose.  Ever since, it has been
my custom to insist that this is so.
and to intimate from the pulpit the
congregational meeting in the middle
of the week.  And though time has
worn off the novelty, and diminished
considerably the proportion of Wed-
nesday night to Sabbath day wor-
shippers, the congregation has never
forgotten the lesson, and the meeting
has kept up wonderfully.

At first 1t was my habit tc intimate
tne subjects on the preceding Sab-
bath, and these were asa rule not
closely connected with each other.
After a time, however, a course of
study was tried, and I believe with
better results. It is better for the
minister, because his mind is not dis-
tracted till close upon the time of
meeting searching for a subject ; and
the people like it better, for it sup-
plies 2 much-valued element in their
religious life—instruction in Biblical
knowledge. My first course was
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both deep and difticult—the Gospel
of John ; but it was most beneficial
to our souls, even if we did pass the
depths rather lightly. Bunyan kept
us  engaged for some delightful
months with his “Pilgrim’s Progress”
and “ Holy War.” No subject ever
commanded such interest and atten-
tion as the « Pilgrim,” and I would
give almost anything for another such
book. We also tried our hand at
Jounathan Edwards’ ¢« History of Re-
demption” with great benefit. And
at present we are engaged on a study
of the ‘ Life of Jesus” as recorded
in Matthew. At times we turn aside
to consider what the church is doing
among the heathen, on the Contin-
ent, in the Colonies, or for the Lord’s
ancient people the Jews. And at
other times we have made attempts
to deal with work among the young,
so that Sabbath-school teachers may
feel an interest in our week-night
meeting.

Arrangements by which the choir
bas its weekly practice of sacred
music on the same night, and busi-
ness connected with the Sabbath
school also, have induced the young
folks cennected with these depart-
ments to take an'interest in the meet-
ing. Long ago we concluded that
it was unwise to have a multitude of
meetings during the week in congre-
gations owtside the city, at any rate
when the meetings are such as to at-
tract the same people night after
night. Even cottage meetings tend
to distract, altheugh they are in them-
selves valuable aids to congregational
life and work, and as a meauns of
bringing in the non-churchgoing are
probably unparalleled. MMany find
it to be impossible to spare more
than one night a week from home,
and it is not always wise or safe to
urge them to do so. Surely all our
meetings are intended ultimately to
make the home more Christian, and
to enable the worshippers at them to

fulfil their home relations more effec-
tively. It is no small test of the
geauineness of her profession of
Christ, when a mother or daughter
stays at home from lively and inter-
esting meetings to attend to the
humbler and quieter work of the
home. My experience has been,
however, that there are compara-
tively few who found it impossible to
give one night when they had made
up their minds to try it.

Having been urged by some to
throw open our prayer meeting, and
make it more of a conference, 1
yielded, and we gave it 2 trial. I
am bound to say ‘that it was not suc-
cessful. For a time, it is true, a new
interest sprang up, but very soon the
speaking was left to two or three,
who made very little preparation,
and had rarely anything fresh to say.
We also tried this plan in a some-
what modified form, by allowing a
quarter of an hour for remarks after
or before the minister’s address, with
equally unsuccessful results. Our final
plan 1s something like this, and it
has proved itself on the whole the
least objectionable : the first half-
hour is whoily given over to praise
and prayer ; it is the prayer mzeting
pure and simple.  After the opening
hymn, the minister leads in prayer;
then another hyn, followed by two
short prayers, and so on until the
time is up. The second half hour
is occupied with exposition or ex-
hortation, followed by a closing hymn
and the benediction. After some
lengthened trial this plan approves
itself above all others. Pecople scem
to enjoy it. They have been work-
ing hard all day, and come together
notte talk but to rest and think and
pray; and if we could but give them
such food as their soul desireth, we
think there would be no’lack of peo-
ple at the mid-week meeting.

( Concluded.)
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Established 1870.

JOHN H. MARKS,

. ....Manufacturer of..... .

Carriages & Sleighs

Work and Matsrial of the Bast Quality.

A CALL SOLICITED.
Send for Catalogue and Prices.

Moncton, N. B.

MR, EDITOR :

I would like to call the attention
of your readers to the peculiar needs
of one of our Mission Stations. The
field referred to is one that should
be well known in our Presbytery,
and hence need not be described.
Any one who has any interest in
Home Missions will not need any
introduction to Waterford, situated
eight miles from Sussex. Itis need-
less to repeat the history of this little
mission station, which has been strug-
gling for existence for years, and sup-
plied only in the summer months by
catechists.

At last, however, the people have
decided to make an attempt to form
this field into a congregation in the
near future, having over it a settled
pastor, and they have been highly
encouraged in this undertaking by
friends around them.

The people are now erecting a
neat little church, and are subscrib-
ing most liberally for that purpose,
as they have begun to realize that
this is the first step that is necessary
for their advancement.

Despite their earnest efforts some
external aid will be nceded in order
that they may complete the building
which is now under course of con-
struction. I know it is only neces-
sary to mention this fact to the dif-
ferent congregations in our Presby-

(Gustom ’I‘aﬁ&*ing.

JOHN A. McKIKWNON,

48 Prince William Street,
ST. JOHN, N. B.

LARGE STOCK OF FIRST=CLASS
GOODS CARRIED.

Ministerial Work a Specialty.

MOTTO — An cndeavour to turn out work thar will
give eatire sausfaction in every order entrusted
to me.

A CALL SOLICITED.

tery and they will be only too glad
to send at least a small contribution
to help on such a worthy scheme.

In time this field may be a self-
supporting congregation, and if some
help is rendered now, there will be
no difficulty in having our hopes
realized. .

Any who may be anxious to con-
tribute will please do so as soon as
possible, forwarding their subscrip-
tions to

A. H. CANPBELL,
Waterford, Kings Co., N B.

Zo the Lditors of Church and
Home :

Sirs,—~-1 was a little surprised to
read in your last issue that I am
“again” unable to attend to my
duties through sickness. Permitme
to say that I am, and have been for
a long time, in excellent health ; that
during the last winter I got through
more hard work than I did, in as
many months, in all my life; and
that, excepting a few days when I
was induced to ¢ nurse a cold,” 1
never felt in Dbetter condition for
work.

I am, etc.,
A. AL MacKenzig,

St. Stephen, May 1gth.

With regard to the above note,

Public Archives of

HALIEAX,
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OUR CLOTHING™

Ready to wear, right to wear,

good to wear. Here are the
Clothes you and your boys
ought to wear for every day,
Sunday, work and play. Write
for what you want. If our
choice isn’'t your choice, send
it back at our expense and we

will return the money.

smeswe=t’ L SCOVIL BROS. & CO.,

Germain. , SAINT JOHN, N. B.

Established 1882.

Epps, Dodds & Co.

MANUFACTURERS OF THE

l CELEBRATED ST. GEORGE
’ Red and Grey Granite.

Monuments, Tablets & Gemetery Work

OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS.
BUILDING COLUMNS & PILASTERS.
SAWN SLABS a specialty.
St. George, N. B,, Canada.

Estimates furnished on application.

" Nova Scotia
N &
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D. Macer’s Sops,
HATS, FURS, GLOVES, ROBES,

63 KING STREET,
St. Johin, N. B.

Anything you require in the above Goods we can supply you.

THE LATEST OF EVERYTHING. .omeee—r

Every Article the Best of its kind.

QUALITY NOT PRICEH, but
Prices as Low as the Lowest.

BZT Letter orders recelve prompt attention.

British American Book & Tract Depository.

RELIGIOUS AND THEOLOGICAL BOOKS.
ALSO, SUNDAY SCHNOL REQUISITES.

A larze stock waried, Clergemen, students and Smiday Sclise's will fid i to their advantage 1o
cvns't the Deposivery belire buying.

ROLAND MELLISH. Business manager, - - - 115 Granville St., Halifax, N. S.

HALIFAX LADIES’ COLLEGE,

IN AFFIL'ATIOCN WITH DALNWOUSIC UNIVERSITY.

ART STUDIO ANC CONSERVATORY OF VUSIC,

SUBJECTS OF STUDY.

I. Literarvy & Sagxrirsc—Faglish, Mathe-
mati cictice, Freneh sl German, Latin aud

4. Greek, Flewution, Sherthand and Typewriting.
“f." Miss Ker, Alithiematival Henrw Cambridge.
- Y| Eugland, Frivapal, with nine assistants, chictly
«| UCmiversity henoer gre
xl 11, Faze dng—lt » Wuter Colers, (il
Chiaa Painting, Mi«lelisginClay  Miss Evaus
of Philade'phun, U8 AL Head Mistress of the
Victona Rednedef Art and Design.
aneSorte playing, Vindin, Veive,
. Flute.Clanog i, Mring-Basy,Xe
2t Lapsiz, Thrector, with iwelve N\se

t musical rank.
pastments of the Uellege and Conservie
k| ey are tally equipped.  The nstmctors are the
bestthat can be sevured.  ¥ticthe aim of Guver.
nors and Faculy temahe thas fustitation of learn.
B 1117 the st inevery respert in which excellence
ina ludies” Cellege is devirable.  Applicaticons
1r adimissiien, for Calendars, and for other infior-
atien, adidress
REV. ROBERT LAING, M. A., President,

HALIFAX, N. S,
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which they take pleasure inpub-
publishing, the Editors regret that
anyitem in their news columns shonid
have caused the friends of Mr. Mc-
Kenzie any uncasiness.
only say that they got their informa-
tion from the St. Stephen’s notes in
the St John Daily Sun, and jub-
lished the item in good faith.

SusseExX  congregation has  heen
making rapid strides under the taith-
ful ministrations of the pastor, Rev.
J. 8. Sutherland.  Itis gratifving for
us to hear that at the last comnmum-
ion 66 were added to the roll. Im-
provements have been made in the
church building. and a new school
house is in course of erection.  The
former pastor, Rev. T. Stewart, as-
sisted Mr. Sutheriand in the com-
munion services.

Preshytery met in Nashwaak, May
26th, to consider its action with re-
gard to Mr. Mullen'’s pastorate there.
Depumations were heard from the
various sections of the ficld, and after
a prolonged discussion Preshytery
agreed to refer the whole case sim-
phiciter to the Assembly.

The Offense of Religious People

3v IaX MacLAREN.

Wher any man is neutral towards
religion, he usually feels it necessary
to justify himself, and he can offer
various reasons first to his conscience
and then to his world.  He may find
his stumbling-Llock in the Bible or
in the Christan Creeds, but the
caances are that his hindrance is the
character of religious people. This
is the way in which he puts his point
on every occasion and to all kinds

They can |

-

65

of hearers : -+ Do not suppose that
I deny the religious instinet or the
function religion has fultiled in many
lives. I am quite persuaded that
Jesus is chief of all masters, and that
His way is the best to follow. It
would be sheer profanity for me o
criticise Jesus or belitile His teach-
ing. Let it be also granted that
certain of His disciples have given
us most perfect lives and rendered
the world lasting service.  This is
past history ; and had I lived in the
days of St. John, or Thomas 3 Kem-
pis, or John Wesley. or had I known
General Gordon. perhaps 1 should
have been a Christian.  What stag-
gers me is that the Christians Thnow,
with a very few exceptions, are very
different from Christ. aud that they
are at least not one whit better than
their neighbours who make no pro-
fession.,”  Then he will go on to
show that in man: cases they are
really much werse, and quotes a long
and accurate list of religious rascals
—men who prayed and preached.
and broke banks and swindled
fricnds.  Very likely he will conclude
by explaining how he himself suf-
fered at the hands of one of this
canting fraternity, and narrowly es-
caped ruin through a firm who gave
largely to missions.  That is the
reason why he is nat a religious man.

Before examining  this  position,

- one may be ailowed to congratulate

our neutral on his insight in dis-
criminating between Jesus and His
disciples, and to emphasize this vital
distinction.  So far as argument
goes nearly, although not  quite.
everything is gained when Jesus
himsell is approved, and He is not
hesmirched by other men’s conduct.
He at least is spotless in His life.
doing all He commanded and setting
before the race an example that

_ shineth more and more unto the per-

feet day.  Religton has been once

, vindicated, and in the Yerson «f



66

CHURCH AND HOME.

Jesus makes a claim not only on re-
spect, but also on obedience, which
no honest man can escape by citing
her failures and disgraces.  Let it
be laid to heart hat it is not relig-
1on that creates routen and loath-
some character, but the want of re-
ligion. Has any more faultless pic-
ure of high living ever been painted
than the sermon on the moumt?
Has anyone ever rated wilful evil-
doers with more scathing contempt
than Jesus? And if Jesus had
singled out one class and put them
in the pillory unto all time, it is the
swarm of religionists whom He used
10 call whited sepulchres. It is not
enough, therefore, to say that Jesus
was not like these men, nor to frankly
admit tha: He is in no way responsi-
ble for them. QOur neutral must go
farther and do honour 1o Jesus, be-
cause Heopenly washed His hands
of the very kind of people which
this objccter now makes an excuse
for not being a Christian.

One point ought at once to be
granted without any rebateor grudg-
mg, and that is that religion must be
judged not by faith, but by works.
What a man believes or feels is be-
tween him and God. \What hedoes
is beforeman.  If Christians do not
as a rule live on a higher level than
their fellow-men, then itmay be fairly
conterded that their religion fails of
its jurpose.  If on the whole they
are slightly purer, kinder straighter,
holier, then one is bound to ac
knowledze an unseen source, as he
Lelieves in a bulb when the scent of
the hyacinth fills the room.  Jesus
was not afraid of this test, and did
not concede it with qualifications.
He boldly proposed it again and
again, and insisted on its application.
* By their fruits ye shall know them.”
Christianity ought to produce her
credentials without pressure, and
ought to be ashamed of any attempt
1o avoid the moral judgment of the

world. It was a poor business to
say ,“Here is a perfectly designed
and finished engine, but we distinctly
decline trial trips.”  Within the
Gospels and Epistles Christianity is
a nobly conceived religion ; outside
amid the billows and currents of life,
Christianity demands yet greaterad-
miration. The dangers of the trial
have been much exaggerated. 1Is it
really the case that religion has such
a strong claim in the shape of au-
thority. and makes such a poor show
in practice? Are Cheistians as
a body a down draught on Christi-
anity? If this were really the case,
and for nincteen centuries Christians
has been more or less disreputable
people, then it may be taken for
granted that there would have been
at least one reiigion less in the world.
Indeed, it is not an extravagance
to say that if any impartial person
made a careful observation of one
hundred Christians in the spirit of
religicus science, he would be aston-
ished not at their utter unlikeness,
but at their distinct likeness to Christ.
Were I, howeaver, at the car of our
friend when he is selecting his speci-
mens, I would make a suggestion.
Do not, if you really wish 1 get a
rcliable result, include among your
hundred or your ten a certainn por-
tion of obvious hypocrites. Any
shrewd person can distinguish be-
tween this kind of a man and a true
Christian as casily as between silver
and silver plate. It is bare justice
1o exclude such characters from this
trial, since religion is no more re-
sponsible for them than a manu-
facturer for the adulterated goods
which are sold under his name, but
which he has never produced. Re-
ligion has been badly treated in this
affair, for she has been held responsi-
ble both for her own prodigals, whom
she must not disown, and then for
other peoples prodigals she did not
rear and heartily dislikes.  Youmay
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find an unworthy medical practi-
tioner in a great city, but you do
not on that aceount condemn a noble
profession.  You mav see the name
of a merchant on the board of a
bogus company, but you do not
therefore conclude that every merch-
antis a swindler. It is not usual
to judge any body by its camp follow-
ers except the Church of Christ,
which toils under half the reprobates
in the country. It is prepostcrous
* to assign every cheat and vagabond
to religion, and to assume that all
irreligious people are high-minded
and honourable Your hundred may,
of course include a Peter who wiil
on occasion deny Christ, a John who
on occasion will call down fire on a
Samaritan villiage ; those are imper-
fect Chnstians. “They must be ac-
cepted but we firmly repudiate Judas.
Let our friend also remember that
no one hates their faults so much as
Christians <o themselves. Here
actually is z religious person, he
says, who is cursed with a fiery
temper ; here is another who has a
forbidding manner; here is a third
who' is not alwavs straightforward.
Amazing discovery! These people
are not perfect, and yet dare to call
themselves Christians. One would
imagine that a sweet temper and
gentle courtesy and perpetual cand-
dor were the rule over ail the world.
Worse failings than these may be
admitted—that there are Christian
men who by nature are revengeful,
scifish, lustful.  But all this is beside
the question.  Who ever said that
Christians were peifect or expected
to be very rapidly perfect? The
Gospels make no such claim. What
is contended is simply this, that
every religious man is ashamed of
his faults, and is fighting against
their power with all his might and
with the help of his Saviour. Have
you been as quick to sce the fight as
you have been to see the fall?  You

have seen him yeild ; do you know
how often he has resisted? You
have not gone home with him and
entered his room with him, and seen
him on his knees and heard his cries
for mercy and for deliverance. ’Tis
the hard and strenuous struggle after
Detter things which proves religion.
It proves life.  If you see a piece of
wood carried down a stream, you
think nothing of it ; 'tis a log going
down with the current. It would
be strange if a log did otherwise.
But if you saw a log making its way
up stream, however slowly. you would
take notice, and say, My eyes have
deceived me; this is not a log.
What goes against the current, pa-
tiently and perseveringly, is some-
thing clse than a log; it must be a
living thing. Going with the stream
is nature. Going against the stream
means grace. Take the most glar-
ing and painful fault of any religious
man in Bible history as an illustra-
tion— David’s fall.  You can look at
this iamentable event from two sides.
Condemn David for treachery and
falsehood and impurity ; you have
simply said he was very like other
kings of his day. But there is an-
other chapter, and you must not
close the case till it be read. Itis
the fifty-first Psalm. By universal
consent there never was such a burst
of repentance heard of in the world.
Here is the peculiarity ; other men
have sinned as David sinned, but
has every man repented like him?
‘The fall is easily accounted forj; it
is human ; but the repentance—can
you account for this? It is divine.

Besides, let our fiiend not fall into
another mistake in forming his judg-
ment. Do not take an irreligious
man at his best, and compare him
with a religious man at his worst, and
then say there is nothing in religion.
This is a piece of shameful injustice.
‘There are mean moments in every
man'’g life, when the mercury goes
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down 10 zerv; there are cccasions
when a second-rate man arises into
nobility. One reading is no indic-
ation of what the average is. You
must take the whole man, not one
side; his whole life, not one bit.  The
most outrageous patiern that ever
offended the eye and agonised the
mind of any human being might give
one inch of really good colour, and
out of the most exquisite web you
might getan inch of very bad colour.
Onc must not judge by inches. Hang
up the web twenty feet square, and
then no one can be mistaken.  What
a miscrable appearance Abraham
madeat the court of Pharaoh whenhe
declared Sarah was his wife and was
rated by the Egyptian king for false-
hood. Abraham stocd at his lowest
when he lied to Pharoah and Pharoah
stoud at kighest when he judged Abzaham.
Supposc one of us had been presemt and
1aken up his parable. ¢ You may talk as
you please of Abrakam’s faith, but did you
hear his lig? you may call Pharoah a pagan,
but give me his keen sense of honour.”
$0 acting on our principle of common
seuse anl plain downrightness and what
not, we should have put Pharoah first
and Abrakiam second, and we shouli have
been very shortsighted people.  Nobody
knows anything about Pharoah ; but Abra.
ham is the mos? miajestic figure in ancient

history.  We have heard all this sapiemt
deliverance. ¢ A may be arcligousman,

but if you had seen him in a tempwer yes: .

werday.”  Aud B may not bea rcligious
man, but I saw him give ten shillings 10a
Poor man to-day.” So A is condemned
and B approvew. It would e wise 10
wather a littlke more about A and B before
degiding. How they live at Lome; how
they earry themselves in business 3 how
ey Bear aflliction ; how they serve their
fellow-wen. One would then kave some
vonfidence in his judgment.  Neither let
it be forgotien that Christianity chooscs
e migerable, the worthless, the bad sub.
jects of the world.  To-day somc of the
worst gluff inside humanity may be found
within Christ's Church, and, alas! some
of ke finest material which cabe from the
hand of the Almighty outside. Therc are
Christians who would be in jail to-night
had it not heen for their Christianity. Will

you condemn Christianity beeause it has
receivedd publicans anl Magdalenes and
mean dAnd stupid people? Will you say
there is no use in religion, because here
and there you see a man whois a heroand
vet an unbeliever? ‘This argument does
not run on fours ; it is unequal.  Christi-
anity should be approved because it has
taken such miserables and made so much
of them. Every one has drawn a contrast
between Esau and Jacob. Esau was so
straightforward, brave, kindiy, manly, a
big, fine animal.  Jacob was so deccitful,
false, timid, disagreeable, a despicabla
fellow. Agreed. What came of Esan?
What did be grow into ? Nothing : a mere
hunter end desert chief. But religion male
out of that unpromising Jacob a princeand
a saiut, and in the end a very noble and
lovable man. It is nothing to get a har-
vest from the rich phins of Lombardy,
but it is a feat 10 wrest worn from a bare
hillside in Scottand.,  T'hi.* §s agriculture.
Aboveall things, lét our neatral remem.
ber in judging religions people that the
work of religionisnotvet finished inthem,
Far from that, it isonly begun.  There is
this difference between the plan of a reli.
gious man and the plan of a secular, that
the one is on a much larger scale than the
other.  When a man has not faith, hiscul.
wireis bounded by time.  Fhe man of faith
is being trained for eternity. It is a villa
in the one ¢ase, in the other a cathedral.
From one point of view a well-finished
villa will always compare favourably with
the rough foundation of a gigzantic build.
ing. You nust imaging, you must antici.
pate, before you judge. Hee is a child
with the most regular and finished fea-
wres; we say, What a beautiful woman
she will be.  Arve wesure?  We havescen
all we will see. Herc is her sister, un.
formed and irregular in faccand featares.
How plain? Look more ddosely; here
are capabilities and promises of beauty
that will put her sister in the shade. It
is 30 with character. We see estimable
men cvery day, fair-minded, clean-handed
kind-hearted men, who are complete.
Nothing more will come of them. Their
character i5 2 product of time, and hasno
power of cxpausion.  We sen by their side
very erude and incomplete men, but we
have vast hopes of them.  They are men
seeking after God, men following Cluist,
men fighting spiritual battes, men with
their hopes in eternity  They are not
shrubg, but cak saplings, andl it will ke
ages 10 bring them to mawrity.  What a
man may conte 10 without religion can be
geen iu this world 3 what a man may come
to with religion ean only be judpged in
cternity.—Z&¢ Lritish Weekly,
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FURNITURE,
Carpets, . Oilcloths,

‘Window Blinds, &c.,
A.HENDERSONS

Quean Street, Woodstock, N. B.
Undertaking a Specialty.

A. Chipman Smith

A. Chipman Smith & Co.

DRUGGISTS,
No. 1 City Market Building, Charlotie St.,
SAINT JOHN, N. B.

d 1791,
Struan Robertson.

MANCHESTER,
ROBERTSON
& ALLISON.

Dry Goods, Furs,
Silks, Millinery,
Jackets, Cloths, Dress Goods,
Carpets, House Furnishingsa.
Men's and Boys' Clothing.
The largest Dry Goods House in
the Maritime Provinces.

27 & 29 King Strest, - ST. JOHN, N. B.

CLIFTON HOUSE,

74 Princess & 141 & 143 Germain Sts.,

ST. JOHN, N. B.
A. M. PETERS, Prop’r.

North American Life Assurance Company,
HEAD OFFICE, TORONTO.

A Popular, Prasperous, Progressive Canadian Company,
Boing Business Exclusively in Canada.

For rates and full particulars address—

C. S. EVERETT, Inspector, 13 Horsfield Street,

SAINT JOHN, N. B.

JOHN S, SEATON,

Manufacturer and Dealer in

GRANITE, MARBLE & FREESTONE
Monuments, Tablets, Gravestones, &.

MENIORIAL TABLETS and
BAPTISNMIAL FONTS a specialty.

Designs drawn and furnished on application.
LOW PRICES. GOOD WORX.

74 Charlotte St., St John, N. B.
Musical Instruments.

BUYERS OF——,
PIANOS, ORGANS,

or Sewing Machines,
Before purchasinéwould do well to call at Huen
CRrAwroxD's 81 GERMAIN STRAXT, where they
will get the bestirakes, at the lowest prices for
<cash, or onteasonable terms  All fully guaranteed
for a number of years.

RUGH CRAWFORD, 81 Germain St.,
3vd Building South of King. s7.vomw, N. B.

Thorne Bros.,

Manufacturers and Importers of

HATS,CAPS & FURS

‘Wholesale and Restail,

93 KING ST.. - ST, JOHN, N. B.

McARTHUR,

Bookseller, Stationer,

AND DEALER INsA=ss~ronrs

FANCY GOODS, TOYS, DOLLS,

AND

WALL PAPER.
90 King St., - ST. JOHN, N. B.
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GLASGOW HOUSE.

-~ EstasrisHep 1855.

HUGH HAY & SON,

IMPORTERS OF ~~ ~ ~=-~rmms

Dry Goods, Clothing, Hats and Caps, Carpets, and House Furnishings.

FUR GOODS A SPECIALTY,

He sure and see our Stock before buying.

MAIN STREET, -

Mention this paper.

Office of]ordmz, Marsh & Co. .y
josToN, Oct. 1, 1893. .
DEAR MR. KERR ;
* * * 1 have been in Boston a little |

not Jong in getting a situation. * * 1

look back to the plg'w\nt time spent last :

\\lnlu‘, and find that the tiaining I "ol
Las done me a world of good. *
(Signed) S. E. STEVENS.

Recently Mr. ‘stucns writes to his fa.
ther :

of doing any of the office work.
This is what we fit our stucdents for.
Catalaguc free.
S. KERR & SON
ST. JOHN BUSINESS COLLEGE,
ODD FELLOWS® HALIL.

| H C Smlth & Co.,

orer two weeks, and have been working |
Iere about two weeks, so yousee Iwas |

1 have just been promoted, and
eapect advancenient again shortly, as the -

kead bookkeeper has yeported me capable .
_ Barley Chops, etc. cte.

WOODSTOCK, N.B.

WHOLESALE
Our Lines: Produce
Hay, Apples,
Oats, Buuer, Dealers

' Barley, Cheese,

* Buckwheat, Pork, AND———

i Reaus, Ham, . .
Middlings, Lard, Commission
Shorts, Poultry,

Bran, Dressed Hogs,

Merchants,
Carleton, St. John, N. B.

WAREHOUSES

Carleton. Woodstock, Florenceville,

St. John Sunday School Book Room. % R.EVERETT,

SUNDAY SCHOOL BOOKS,

HEADQUARTERS FOR

Reward Cards, Scripture Text Tickets,
Collection Envelopes, Blackboard Cloth,
Library Cards, Record Baoks,
Class Books, and other

-S. REQUISITES.
Bibles, Testaments and Hymnals.
Librarice sent _to Schools on appmval.
Write for Catalogues and Prices.

Peloubet’s Notes on S.-S. Lessons.
tHuribut's Wustrative Notes.

Hurlbut's Normal Lessons.

Monday Club Sermons on S.-S. Lessons.

£ We keep the Supply Department of the N B+
Sunday School Association,

E. G. NELSON & CO.,
Cor. King and Charlotte Sts.,
SAINT JOHN, N. B.

Importerand Dealerin

 BRITISH, FORBIGN and DOMESTIC

Hardware,

% WHOLESALE and RETAIL,

Queen Street,

Fredericton, N. B.




