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The E@ldlership.

@HREE distinct theories have been ad-
o vanced by parties well qualified to sift
e1§ Scriptural evidence for the office of the
€rship as it now exists in the Presbyterian
urch., The jfirs¢ is, that while the New
SStament recognises but one order of Pres-
tﬁ"erS, in it there are two degrees or classes—
€ Teaching and the Ruling Elder. In sup-
Tt of this it is usual to quote 1 Timothy
<o 17. “Let the elders that rule well be
thunted worthy of double honour, especially
Tﬁy who labour in the Word and doctrine.”
whi It may be remarked is the only passage
th ICh gives any reasonable colouring to the
Ry, heory. The second is, that the modern
Uing Elder is not, and is not designed to be
h;e}?rqduction of the New Testament elder :
th titis a misnomer to call him by the name :
3t he is nothing but a layman, chosen to 7e-
€Sent the laity in the church courts; and
at he has no other duties than to assist the
t,ll.nISter in the government of the church. The
7% theory does not attempt to reconcile
the differences between the modern elder and
tra.. (€W Testament one. It lays upon arbi-
a:"y ecclesiastical enactments, use and wont,
a d popular prejudice the charge of drawing
th Unwarranted line of distinction, and takes
;¢ broad ground that the office of the elder
e of divine appointment. It holds to the
w3olute equality or “parity” of what we call
egders” and “ministers,” conceding to all
m €rs, as such, equal rights to teach, rule, ad-
Inister the sacraments, to take part in ordin-
shons and to preside in church courts ; in
onort’ that no act may be legally done by the
The that cannot be properly done by the other.
of &, Polity of all the Presbyterian Churches
thethe Present day most nearly accords with
em t named theory. The “ Form of Gov-
i oment” of the Church of Scotland speaks
n thls wise S

1s on,

*‘ As there were in the Jewish Church elders of the
people joined with the priests and Levites in the Gov-
ernment of the Church; so Christ, who hath instituted
ﬁovernmept and governors ecclesiastical in the Church,

ath furnished some, beside the ministers of the Word,
with gifts of government, and with commission to ex-
ecute the same when callea thereunto, who are to join
with the minister in the governwcuc of the Church,
Which officers reformed churches commonly eall
elders.”

Touching their office and election the “Book
of Common Order” has the following :—

* The elders must be men of good life and godly con—
versation ; without blame and all suspicion ; careful
for the flock, wise, and above all things fearing QGod.
Whose office standeth in governing with the rest of the
ministers ; in consulting, admonishing, correcting:and
ordering all things appertaining to the state of the con=
gregation. And they differ from the minister in that
they,preach not the Word, nor minister the sacramecnts.
In assembling the people, reither they without the
minister, nor the minister without them, may attempt
anything, And if any of the just number want, t!
minister, by the consent of the rest, warneth the people
thereof, and finally admonisheth them to observe the
same order which was used in choosing the ministers,
ag far forth as their vocatlon requireth.”

By common consent, the modern elder is a
“ presbyter,” z.e., he is a constituent member
of the Presbytery, and it is declared in the
“Form of Church Government” that “the
power of ordering the whole work of ordina-
tion is in tke whole presbytery.” But again,
it is stated that “preacking presbyters only,
are those to whom the imposition of hands
doth appertain.”

Upon the principle that the greater includes
the lesser office, the Scottish Churciies, and
also the Presbyterian Church in Canada, al-
low that ministers without charge may be
elected as representative elders to the General
Assembly. The American churches, with
greater consistency, say that a minister cannot
serve as an elder.

These extracts are samples of many that
might be adduced to shew the difficulty of re-
conciling the present practice and theory of
the Presbyterian Churches in the matter of
the eldership. On the one hand it is admit~
ted that but one order of Presbyters is mene
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tioned in the New Testament. On the other
hand, the Church of Scotland and the Ameri-
can churches, at least, declare the office of
minister and elder to be distinct and, in prac-
tice, they sharply define their respective func-
tions: They have different qualifications;
they are chosen by different bodies ; elders
are ordained by a minister, and ministers by
the Presbytery. Elders cannot take part in
the ordination of ministers, nor can they ad-
minister the sacraments. As a rule it is not
competent for elders to preside in any of the
ecclesiastical Courts.

The term * Ruling Elder” is equally appli-
cable to the whole bench of elders who, with
the moderator, collectively exercise discipline
when required, by admonition, suspension
from church privileges, or excommunication,
ag the case may be ; and they restore to privi-
leges. The duties of the Session as further
defined in the Canadian book of Polity, is “to
receive applicants for admission into the
church ; to t certificates of membership.
to members leaving the congrefation ; to care
for the religious instruction of the young, in-
cluding the oversight of Sabbath Schools ; to
determine the hours and order of public wor-
ship ; to appoint the time of the dispensation
of the Lord’s Supper, and make provisien for
1t ; to appoint congregational fasts or thanks-
givings ; to appoint the times and modes of
making special collections, and where there,
are no deacons, to provide for the necessities)
of the poor; to call congregational meetings ;!
to examine and judge of the qualifications of
persons elected to the eldership and the dea-
conship; to receive and judge of petitions
from the members ; to transmit papers to the
Presbytery; and in general, to superintend
the religious interests of the congregation.”
Individually, “ eack elder should lcep a list of
the communicants and adherents residing
within his district. He should cultivate spe-
cial acquaintance with them, visiting, counsel-
ling, encouragirg or warning them as may be
required.” The term Representalive Elder
applies properly to one elected annually by
the Session to represent it in the Presbytery
and Synod. It is improperly applied to the
other members of the Session who are not in
the strict sense of the word representatives of
the laity—else they would require to go back
periodically to their constituents for re-election,
whereas the Ruling Elder is a life appoint-
ment. An exception to this rule, however, is
found in the practice of the Church in the
United States (North) where Frovision was
made in 1875 for the election of elders for a
limited term, when any particular congrega-
tion by a vote of its members in full commu-
nion prefer so to do. But even here the affice is
held to (be perpetual, though the exercise of
its functions may cease. The elder whose
term of office has expired is, in effect, an elder

emeritus. He has no longer a seat in the Ses-
sion, but may by appointment of the Session
or Presbytery become a member of any of
the courts above the Session.

The subject of the eldership was introduzed
to the notice of the Second General Council
at Philadeiphia by a paper read by the Rev.
C. H. Read, D.D,, of Richmond, Va. In the
course of the discussion which followed,
Principal MacVicar, of the Presbyterian Col-
lege, Montreal, said :—* It appears to me
quite evident that as Presbyterians we are in-
consistent in the position which we hold in
relation to what are called Ruling Elders.
First of all, in arguments we are accustomed
to establish, triumphantly, as we think, that
Presbyters and Bishops —the Epéscopoi and the
Presbuteroi are identical. Then we turn round
with amazing facility and inconsistency, and
strip certain_of these Presbuteroi of the pow-
er of the Episcopoi, and refuse to allow
them to exercise the functions of the
Bishop. To my mind, at least, the evidence
upon which we make the distinction between
the two classes of elders, Teaching and Rul-
ing, is insufficient.” The whole question is
one worth looking into, and forasmuch as the
Council appointed a committee to obtain in-
formation in regard to the election and nom-
ination of Ruling Elders in the various
branches of the Presbyterian Church, and the
functions and duties pertaining to the office,
and to report to the next meeting, it is likely
that the attention of the churches will be di-
rected to this subject in a way that may tend
to secure greater efficiency iu those who are
called to the important aud honourable office
of the eldership. In the meantime we must
not lose sight of the fact that #kere #s an order
of office-bearers in the Church, rightly or
wrongly called “ elders.” Inthe Presbyterian
Church in Canada there are four thousand

Jour kundred and ten elders. Such a body of

men, embued with the spirit of their office,
recognizing their high responsibilities, instruct-
ed and qualified to discharge with fidelity the
duties expected of them, may, and ought tobe
a power in the Church.

—_————————————

Tte Bible in 1882,

ERILY the Word of God is not bound.

[f It is in this year of grace, one of the
freest and most efficient agencies in reforming
and blessing mankind. Its message is deliver-
ed in some three hundred languages to as
many millions of the human race. We have
before us the Report of the British and Foreign
Bible Society—just issued—a portly volume
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of nearly 600 pages, with maps of the leading
countries where the Society’s operations are
carried on. The extent of these operations is
simply astonishing; and the energy with
which theyare pushed is deserving of the warm-
est commendation. One of the most hopeful
signs of the times is the increasing demand
for the Holy Scriptures. Last year's issues of
this single society amounted to nearly 10,0c3
copies a day for the working days of the vear;
and since its formation it has supplied 93,953,
oo copies. The translation, printing, or dis-
tribution of the whole or part of the Bible has
been aided in no fewer than 250 languages or
dialects. The Bible is now sold in 345 differ-
ent versions. Four-fifths of this number have
been prepared since 1804,—the birth year of
the Society. It will be remembered that our
own Church has aided the Society, and the
Society has aided the Churck, in giving the
Word of God in its completeness tothe people
of Aneityum in the New Hebrides—and por-
tions of Scripture te the people of Erromanga,
Aniwa and Fate. It has in like manner
aided many other mission enterprises.
The missionary societies of the Church of
Ergiand requining the Scriptures in fifty dif-
ferent languages receive their supplies from the
Bible Society. Other societies in England re-
c‘:xirc at least fifty versions more, and these
they get from the same source. Missions,
where the Bible has not been placed in the
hands of the people, have lacked permanence.
On the other hand, whe-e the converts have
been taught to read ana study the Scriptures
the fiercest persecutions have been bravely
endured,; and truth has triumphed, rising glo-
riously even from the martyr’s pile. It was a
remarkable Providence which, when modern
missions extended far and wide, placed it
within the power of missionaries to place in
the hands of their converts the Word of Life.
The British and Foreign Bible Sodiety is
nobly seconded in its efforts by othersocieties.
The American Society has issued some forty
millions of copies. The Scottish National So-
ciety issues nearly half a million copies an-
nually. Continental societies have aggregated
over seventeen million copies. Private publish-
ers in Great Britain and the United States
issue hundreds of thousands of copies annually.
The widc world is open to the Bible, except
where Mohammedanism reigns unchecked,
and except also where the Roman Catholic
faith is stringently enforced. Heathenism it-
self is more tolerant than these false faiths;
but the power of both is declining while the
influence of the Word of Truth is extending to
the remotest corners of Christendom, and to
the inner recesses of heathendom. The world’s
population is estiraated at fourteen hucdred

millions. When shall these multitudes be pro-
vided with copies of the Word of God ang be
able tc read it? It is estimated that two hun-
dred and ten million copies have aiready been
circulated. This number is large ; butit leaves
more than a thousand million unsupplied ; it
is estimated that cu’y about ten million copies
have gone into circulation among heathens,
Jews and Mahommedans, who include a vast
majority of the human race ; and such is their
condition in relation to the Book of books. It
is no doubt true that the Bible has been trans-
lated into the great leading languages of the
heathen world, and this is a step of the high-
est importance ; but thus far the work has
been little more than an effective pioneering
and preparing, for the mighty campaign be-
tween truth and error. Among the millions of
Africa there are probably scores of languages
still unmastered by the missionary. There
are great islands of the Indian Archipelago,
there are groups in the Pacific, where the first
word of Biblical instruction Las not yet been
imparted. Still the noble work is advancing
as it never advanced before. The colporteur
is traversing the lonely steppes of Turkestan,
the wilds of Siberia, the populous plains of
China, the spice-groves of Malaysia. Three
hundred colporteurs are employed in various
European countries, and twe hundred are en-
gaged in heathen lands, circulating the Bible,
the Bible alone. There are sections of our
highly favoured Dom:aion where the Bible is
still a forbidden book. Infidel France cate-
gorically excludes the bookfromall her schools.
Strange that, in antipathy to the Bible, or fear
of it, extremes meet—strange that the policy
of atheism should coincide with the policy of
superstition, so far as the Bible is concerned.
But there are in the Dominion Protestant fam-
ilies without a Bible in their homes. This
should not be so. While we look at the vine-
Kards beyond, our own vineyard should be welt
ept.
———r—

*¢ A glory gilds the sacred page,
Majestic like the sun ;

It gives a light to every age,
It gives but boriows nons

The haud that gave it still supplies
The gracious light and beat ;

His truths upon the nations rise :
They rise but never set.”

Within this amuvle \olume lies

The mystery of mysteries;

Happiest they of human race

To whom their God has given grace
To read, to fear, to love, to pray,
Tolift the latch, to force the way:
And better had they ne’er been born
That read to doubt, or read to scorn.
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After His Death. His Besurrection,
DECEMBER 3 MARK XV : 38-47 | DECEMBER}IO.

Golden Zext, Verse 3.

@ommuz Mat. 27 : §1-66 : Luke 23 : 45-56 :
X Jobn 19 : 31:42. The Romans would have
left the bodies on the cross till they had wasted
away or had been torn to pieces by vultures: but
not so with the Jews. A dead body must, accord-
ing to their laws, bz buried on the day of death,
before sunset.  But especially must it be done in
this case, for the next day was the great paschal
Sabba'h, and to leave these corpses exposed woull
be 1o defile the holy city on that day. A deputa-
tion of the chief priests therefore wai'ed on Fhate
for permission to put the crucified ones to death if
they were still alive and to bury them out of s-ght
atonce To prevent the possibility of a rescue,
the cruel custom of the Roman solhery in such
cases was to break the legs of the victims by blows
of clubs. This was indeed done to the two thiaves,
but as Jesus was already dead his body was srared
that indignity—that the scripture might te fulfilled
Jn. 19 ; 31-33. Thus the symbolism of the pas-
chal lamb was unwittingly preserved, ‘ mnei her
shall ye break a bone thereof,” Exo. 12: 46. V.
38. 7 he veil was rent—ibe costly veil of purple
and gold which covered the entrance to the holy
of holics, into which only the high priest could en-
ter, and that bat once a year, Exo. 30:10. The
rending of the veil signified that a way of access to
God was now opened toall, through the blood of
Jesus Christ, Ileb. 9:7-9, 24-28: V. 39. The
centurion—The captain of the band, who had
charge of the exccution. Even this heathen testi-
fies to Christ’s divinity. V. g0. Mary Magdaiine,
see Luke 8:2, often mistaken for ‘‘the woman
which was asmner” in Luke 7 ; 37, and sometim=s
for the sister of Lazarus. AMary the mother of
Fames—the wile of Alphcus, Matt. 10:3.  Salome
—Zcbelee’s wife, mother of Jamesand John, pro-
bably the sister of Mary mother of Jesu. Vv 43
Fosepk of Arimatliea—a rich member of the Coun-
cil, butat heart a disciple, acd craved the dody—
asked as a favour that he might be allowed to make
such amends as he still could for hi; cawardice in
not taking a cecided stand for Jesus while he was
living. V. 44. Pilate marveli:.—at the early dea h
of Jesus, who had only beea six hours on the cross,
and to find that this influential man was a sympa-
thizer. v. 46. Pilate gave—willingly consented,
perhaps to the relief of his conscience. V. 46
Fine lanen—for a winding sheet.  Nicodemus pro-
vided the spices, Jn. 19:39, and these two, no
onger ‘‘secret ” disciples, with such aid as they re-
fuired from others about the cross, tenderly took
the body down and wrapped itin the linen within
the fold of which were jlentifully strewn the
myrth and aloes.  This being all the embalment
that time permitted, the ho ly was hastily conveyed
to a tomb, cut out of th- rock facein a garden
near by, Jn 19 :41. Rolled a stome—such tombs
were closed by a round large stonz like 2 mill-stone
The Saviour rode into Jerusalem upon an ass
“ whereon yet never man sat, and now he is laid
in a tomb *‘ wherein never man before was lid,”
that it might be seen that in ali tlings he was
SEPARATE FROM SINNERS. Heb. 7 :26.

MARK XxVI:1-8
Goldew Text, r Cor. 15 : 20.

@OMPARE Matt. 28:1-8; Luke 24: 1-11;
¢ John 20:1.21. The resurrection of the dead
and the immortality of the soul are fundamental
doctrines of the Christian faith, which were only
dimly aﬁprehended by some of the Old Testament
painarchs, Job 19:25-27: Isa. 26:19; Dan.
12:1-3. Butinthe New Testament, and by the
resurrection of Christ, they have been clearly es-
tablished, 2 Tim. 1:10. ~Thefact of Christ’s res-
vrrection rests upon the strongest possible evidence.
The testimony of eye-witnesses, I Cor. 15:3-8, is
co roborated by Josephus who, writing in A D. 6o,
admits that ‘‘the Cbrist whom Pilate crucified ap-
peared to bis dysciples alive again the third day, as
the divine prophes had foretold.” The imporiance
of it cannot be overestimated. (1). It affords in-
disputable proof uf Chnst’s divinity ; (2) of the
Iife immortal beyond the grave. (3). It is the
pledg: and assurance of our own resurrection. See
1 Cor. 15:1-22, V. 1. When the Sabbath was past
—after sunset on our Saturday, /Had bought—The
women had provided the spices with which they
intended to annoint the body immediately after tt:eir
Lord’s death, but they wculd not break the Sab-
bath by even atterding to thisduty. V. 2. Very
ea>ly—at the dawn cof day. Having lain in the
tomb Friday afternoon, all Saturday, and part of
Sabbath, Christ thus rose on *‘ the third day,” Ch.
9:31; 1 Cor. 15:4, hence called *‘the Lord’s
Day.” Rev. 1:10, Vs. 3,4. ko will 10l us
azway the stone 7—1t would have taken two or three
men to do what was done by the angel. Matt. 28 : 2.
Oiten in the experience of Christians doubts and
d-fficulties in the way of duty are removed by an
unseen hand. V.§. Afary seeing the stone re-
moved, and supposing the tcdy to have been ab-
“tracted by the Jews, ran to fird Peter and John.
Jn. 20:2,  The other women entered the sepul-
chre and saw @ young man—the angel of the Lord.
Matt. 28:2. V. 6. Le is 2i8en—To a voman
Cirrist made the first announcement of his Messiah-
ship, Jn. 4 : 26, and to women the first intimation
was given of his reswrrection. V. 7, 7 Ais aisci-
ple:—The salutation of the early C' ristians to one
another on Easter morn was, ‘¢ Christ is risen.”
The admonition from this lesson is,— ‘¢ Go tell that
he is risen.”—Spread the good news that Jesus
died for us and rose again, that whosoever believ-
eth in Him should not perish but have everlasting
hfe, Jo. 3:16. And Peterw—a special token of
love to the one who bad so lately denied him, but
had repented. He gosth into ~ Galilee—to which
these womnzn belonged.  Zhere shall ye see him—
refers to those public manifestations of Himself to
large numbers of the disciples at once, Jn. 21 :14;
1 Cor. 15 :6: Matt. 28 :16, for he was seen by
these very wumen almost immediately after ths,
Vs. q, 10.  Fled from the sepulchre—with mu gled
feelings of doubt, joy, and fear. Newther said any
thing—that is on thewr way to tell the disciples.
They were too excited to speak to any one on the
way, but obedien: to their instructions they hasten-

ed to tell the disciples and Peter.-gThere is a mor-
al resurrection. Cpol. 3:L
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After Bis Besurrection.

DECEMBER 17. MARK xVI ; 9-20.

Golden Text, v. 15.

QOMPARE Matt, 28;9-20; Luke 24:9-53;
<, John 20:3-31. This passage is not found in
some of the oldest and best manuscripts, but it has
been received as canonical from a very early date,
and all that it contains is found in the other gospels.
The elevem recorded appearances of our Lord after
His resurrection are as follows :—(1) To Mary
Magdalene alone, v. 9, and Jn.20:11-18. (2)
To the women returning from the sepulchre, Matt.
28:9-10. (3) To Peteralone, Luke24:34. (4)
To the two discipl: s going to Emmaus, Luke 24 :13
(5) To the Apostles at Jerusalem, except Thomas,
Jn. 20:19. (8) To the same, Thomas being pre-
rent, Jn. 20:26-29. (7) At the sea of Tiberias,
fn. 2151, (8) To the eleven in Galiles, Matt,
28:16. (9} To above sooatonce, 1 Cor. 15 :6,
(10) To James only, 1 Cor. 15t 7. (11) At his
ascension, Luke 24 :51. V. . This first app-ar-
ance is more fully described by John. V. 10. Z#em
that had been with him—The Apostles. A5 they
mourned and wspt—thinking that all their hopes
concerning the Messiah were now gone forever. V.
11. They—the Apostles. Belicved not—See Luke
24:10, I11. V. 12. /0 another form—His form
was the same, Luke 24 : 39, but the expression of
his countenance was probably changed so that they
did not recognize im.  T%wo of them—Cleopasand
another.  Went into the country—to Emmaus, six
miles N. East from Jervsalem, Luke 24 ; 13-18. V.
13.  They went—back to Jerusalem where the ten
were assembled, Luke 24 :33. 70/ s’—narrat:d
the whole interview. V. 14. Afterwards—including
the sth and 6th appearances. Zheir unbeli-f—in
respect to our Lord's own repeated declarations
that he should rise from the dead, and also the tes-
timony of those who had seen him alive. V. 15.
Go ye into all the world—This great commission 10
evangelize the world, puts Home and Foreign Mis-
-i0ns upon an equal footing  Every creature needs
the gespel, and 1t is suited to the varied circumstan-
ces of all people. The missionary spirit is the life
and soul of religion. The church or congregation
that has not this spirit must soon decay.  The
churches that do most for the heathen are the moest
successful at home. V., 16. /e that lelicveth—~who
trusts solely to Christ for the forgiveness of hissins,
shall be saved, |0.2:16-18; Acts2:38;16:31;
Rom 10:9. Js baptised—Baptism will not save
any one, but is the natural consequence and evi-
dence of faith. He that belicveth mot—who posi-
tively “refuses to accept Christ as his Saviour, see
Jn. 3:18, 19. V. 17, Zhese signs skall follow—not
that every follower of Christ should have mir-
aculous power, but that miracles should attend the
introduction of the Gospel. The apostles evercis-
ed such power, Acts 3:1-8; 28 : 5, but the promise
was limited to the apostolic age V. 19, 20. The
ascension was the crowning act of our Lord’s carth-
ly life. It confirmed his words, convinced his disci-
ples, and is the pledge of a most blessed hope to
all who bslieve in Him, I Thess. 4 : 14. They who
are risen with Christ will seek those things which
are gbove, Col. 3 ; t.

@he Hingdom of Leace.

DECEMBER 24.

Golden Text, Isasan 11 :y

H@SAIAH begam lus prophetic career under
Q§ Uzziah, Ch. 6:1, and continued it during u
eriod of about forty years, until the year of ilczee
iah’s death.  Of all the prophets he is the
most clear in his raferences to the Messiah, and he
is more frequently qucted than any other. In the
previous chapter, vs. 21, 22, he had foretold th¢
return of a remnant of the captive Jews to Jerusas
lem under the Jeadership of Hezekiah, but here kis
prophetic vision has a wider sae:p—the final des
liverance of the chosen race under the Messiah's
reign. V.1 A rod—-a slender shoot or twig,  Ows
of the root of Frssc—who lived and died in obscurs
ity, 1 Sam. 18 : 18 : the house of David was also
reduced and brought very low at the time of
Christ’s birth. The Messiah was to come in low
estate that it might appear that his kingdom was
not of this world. V. 2. T%e Spirit of the Lord—-
<hould not only descend upon him as at hi- baptism
but should rest upon and dwell inhim, Col. 1:19;
2:9.  Wisdon and understardma—sound judg-
ment, withability t, plan and execute. V. 3 Quick
understanding—as manifested by the ready and ad-
mirable answers which Le gave t> many captious
questions as well as tkilful reasoning with the rab-
bis. V. 4 Rightiousness—He shall see tiat im-
partial justice i> done to the poor.  Swite the carth
—the wicked on the earth.  7Ae 1ol of Lis riouth
—by his fearless rcproofs.  Slay the wicked—The
Apostle applies this to the destruction of “‘the man
of sin,” whom h> cills that wicked one, 2 Tte s.
2:8. V. 6 The it . of righteousness and fa th-
fulness shall adhere to him as closely as a garment
bound to the body by a girdle. Vs.6 7 His
kingdom shall transfo:m the sinful rature of man,
effecting a radical change as marked as if the loacr
anmials were to lose their ferocity and inst nctive
hostuility to each other; for by nature the wolf
preys upon the lamb, and the leapord on the kid,
while the lion, stronger and more daring than
either, carries away the oxen to his lair. A Juile
¢. Vishall lead them—The heart of man, rerewed
i._ the Holy Spirit, will no longer be rebellicus, but
will be susceptible of gnod impressions and casily
influenced.  The records of Christian mis-icas
among the most depraved of the human race afford
roany remarkable illustiations of the transforming
power of the Gospel of Péace.  A7ficaner for ex-
ample. St. Paul himself is a notable eximnle 1t
Tim. 1:12-14. V. 8. The Asp andthe C ctatrice
are both venomous reptiles; to touch them is to
incur the ri-k of instant death ; hence the force of
the figure here used to represent the securty and
peace of the Messiah’s reign. V. 9. For rthe earth
shall be full—Wherever the Gospel has spread, its
effect has been to benefit aud bless markind.  We
have therefore enccuragement to promote mis.ions
by every means in our power, and to pray for the
g.and consummation, embodied in the golden text.
It is the privilege of every church, of every man,
woman and child in the world, to contribute in some
measure towards the advancement of the Redeem-
ers Kingdom.

IsAlAH 2 ; 1-9
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Our Owyn Churk,

@mn PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH in
) IRELAND with a customed liberality
has transmitted the sum of {400 sterling to-
wards the support of our domestic missions as
follows,—for Home Missions in the western
section, £150 ; in the Eastern section, £100;
and for French Evangelisation, £150.

MORRIN COLLEGE.—In conformity with the
action of the late General Assembly, a circu-
1ar letter has been addressed to the Congrega-
tions and mission stations within the bounds
of the Presbytery of Quebec calling attention
to the advantages offered by MORRIN CoL-
LEGE, Quebec, in its faculties of Arts and
Theology, and the claims which it has for sup-
port. Morrin College has a good record. It
bhas given the church some excellent ministers,
and this being its first appeal to the Church
for pecuniary aid, it ought to bz generally res-
ponded to. Mr. Aneas McMaster of Scots-
town is treasurer of the Morrin College Fund.
From the statement in another column, it will
be seen that the Manitoba College now ranks
as one of the acknowledged schemes of the
church for which a collection is appointed to
be taken up in all the congregations on the
second sabbati of Jaruary next.

LATE REV. JAMES NESBIT.—At a meeting
of the inhabitants of Prince Albert, NN W. T,
held recently, it has resolved to take imme-
diate steps to erect a suitable memorial in me-
mory of Mr. Nesbit, the first missionary at
Prince Albert, in the form of a monument at
his grave. Should a sufficient sum of money
be obtained, it was further resolved to found a
“ Nesbit Scholarship? in Manitoba College,
with the understanding that it should be trans-
ferred to Prince Albert in the event of a Pres-
byterian College being established there at
some future time. Rev. Hugh McKellar of
High Bluff, Manitoba, and formerly missionary
at Prince Albert, has taken the matter in hand
and appeals to the whole Church for assistance,
to carry it through. We trust that his appeal
will be heartily and liberally responded to.

PERSONAL.—Principal Grant has returned
from Scotland having secured the two addi-

tional professors for Queen’s College that were
required— Mr. G. McGowan, as interim Pro-
fessor of Chemistry, and Mr. Marshall as Pro-
fessor of Physics. Rev. Dr. George Bell has
entered upon his duties as Registrar and Li-
brarian of Queen’s College. Rev. Dr. Bain,
late of St. Andrew’s Church, Perth, has taken
up his residence in Kingston.
ORDINATIONS AND INDUCTIONS.

DANVILLE: Qwedec:—Rev. W. Robertson,
formerly of Yarmouth, N. S., was inducted on
the 25th of October.

ST. SYLVESTER: Quebec—Mr. John Prit-
chard, B. A., was ordained and inducted on
the 11th of October.

FINCH : Glengarry —Mr. Macarthur was
ordained and inducted on the 17th October.

ANNAPOLIS : Halifax :—Rev. W. Maxwell
was inducted on the 14th of November.

WALLACE : N, S.—Rev. A. Gray was in-
ducted to St. Matthew’s Church on the 22nd
November.

HaLIFAX.—Mr. J. R. Fitzpatrick was or-
dained to the office of the ministry on the
20th of October, and designated as missionary
to Lisie Harbour, Newfoundland.

MOUNT ALBERT: Zoronfo.—Mr. A. D.
Macdonald was ordained and inducted on the
21st of Novémber.

CaLrLs.—Rev. Geo. Bruce of St. Catherines
has accepted a call to St. David’s, St. John,
N. B,, and Rev. L. H. Jordan, to St. Andrew’s
Haitfax. Rev. E. W. Panton has been called
to Meaford, Owen Sound: Rev. E. Koberts
to Mabou, C. B. Rev. John Alexander of
Norval, Ont. to Scott and Uxbridge, Lindsay ;
Mr. Angus Sillars, of Kingston Presbytery, to
Noel, Halifax; Rev. P. R. Ross of Cote des
Neiges, Montreal, to Georgetown and Lime-
house, Zoronfo. Rev.]. M. Caineron, Zoronto
has declined the call to South Boston, U. S.

DEMissiONs.—Rev. A. G. Forbes of Kin-
I ss and Bervie who has accepted an appoint-
ment on the Red River Mission under the
Presbyterian Board, United States. Rev. R.
Logan of Sheet Harbour, Halifax. Rev. Wil-
liam Stewart of Hornby, Zoronto.

NEW CHURCHES.

CALVIN ChURCH,—East Wawanosh, Ma:t-
land, was opened on the 22nd of October
Rev. James Little of Princeton conducted the
services in the morning and evening and Rev
A. McLean of Blythe in the afternoon. The
meetings were all very largely attended, and
this commodious and comfortable church is
almost free of debt.

WEST PUSLINCH : Guelph :—A very neat
and comfortable brick church was opened on
the 29th of October. Rev. James A. R. Dick-

! son of Galt, officiated in the morningand Rev

Dr. Mackay of East Puslinch in the evening.
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¢ THE COLLEGES.
PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE, HALIFAX.—The
sessionof this College wa. opened on Wed-
nesday. the 1st November, in Fort Massey
Church.  Rev. Professor Currie delivered
before a large audience, 2 lecture on the im-
portance of the study of Hebrew. The at-
tendance of students is smaller than usual.
At a meeting of the Board of managersit was
resolved to ask ministers to direct the atten-
tion of young men in their congregations to
the claims of the min:stry. The Building and
Endowmen: fund now amounts to over $70,-
ooo. There are $30,000 subscribed but still
unpaid. Steps are to be taken to collect this
amount with the least possible delay.
QUEEN’S COLLEGE, KINGSTON.—The chair
of Natural Philosophy in Queen’s University
being vacant owing to thc retirement of Dr.
Williamson, the trustees first fixed upon a
short leet of three men out of a large number
ot canuidates, and then requested the Princi-
sal to select onz of the three to fill the chair.
Mr. D. H. Marshalil, M. A. has been selected
as the fittest of the three, and he has arrived
and been installed. Professor Marshall though
only thirty-four years of age, has already had
a varied and distinguished career. He carried
off in Edinburgh University the two most val-
uable science scholarships, the Tyndall Bruce
and the Drummond, holding each for three
years. He was then appointed Assistant Pro-
fessor of Natural Philosophy in Edinburgh,
and trained in the laboratory there several
men who now occupy chairs of science in Bri-
tain. He next accepted an appointment as
Professor of Mathematics and Physics in the
Imperial College of Japan, where heorganized
the laboratory and trained young Japanese to
succeed him. On his retnm to Scotland. he
was offered a chair of science in South Africa,
but preferred Canada. He is known not only
as a scholar and Professor, but also in origin-
al work and as a writer. He promises to be a
great acquisition to Queen’s College, and we
extend to him a cordial welcome to Canada.
KNOX COLLEGE, TORONTO.—A few weeks
ago an influential meeting of the friends of
this Institution was held in Toronto when re-
solutions were adopted pledging the meeting
to immediate action in the direction of provi-
ding an Endowment Fund of at least $200.000
for the College. It was stated that the pre-
sent revenue is inadequate to meet the neces-
sary annual expenditure by about one thou-
sand dollars a year, and that, consequently,
the floating debt is yearly increasing—a state
of matters which evidently could not be con-
tinued much longer. Scarcely had the echoes
of the speakers’ voices died away when a no-
ble response came from an unexpected quar-
ter. Mr. James Maclaren of Buckingham,
Que., has intimated his intention of endowing

the chair of Systematic Theology occupicd by
lus brother, Professor Maclaren, and who has
subscribed for this purpose the sum of fifty
thousand dollars. Mr. Maclaren has made a
good investment and we sincerely hope that
his example will be followed by many other
friends of the College according to their
ability.

DALHOUSIE COLLEGE, Halifax.—The ses-
sion was opened on Tuesday, Oct. 31st. Pro-
fessor Schurman delivered the inaugural lec-
ture, The Synod of the Maritime Provinces
supports three professors in this institution.
The number of students this session is over
100.

MANITOBA COLLEGE.

The General Assembly in St. John, N. B.., ap-
preciating the rising importance of the North-
west, and the value to our Church of Manitoba
College, placed it _for the first time among the
Schemes of the Church, and appointed a col-
lection to be taken on i*s behalf on the secund
sabbath of January. The Home Mission Com-
mittees—both East and West—are now re-
lieved from all responsibility for the College,
but the Assembly declared that this was done
‘“in the confidence that the rcsponse from the
congregations of the whole church will more
than take the place of that amount ; but this
confidence can only be realized by every ses-
sion bringing the claims of the College before
the congregation and securing a contribution
however small.” What are the claims of the
College for support? It has been the very
centre of our mission movement in the North-
west, in which our church has svrpassed any
of the other churches, since Canada obtained
the Northwest. Its Professors and students
have been active missionaries. No less than
twenty stations have been opened, and a large
amount of supply given by those connected
with Manitoba College, while they have aided
much in organization throughout the Presby-
tery. Three young men have been ordained
from the College, and of the present students
for the Ministry of the College, of whom there
are eight, two are teaching Indian schools, one
occupying a large field, and the remainder
supplying stations along the C. P. R. south and
west of Winnipeg, for 6o or 100 miles, sabbath
after sabbath. The immediate cause for the
establishment of the college was, that for High-
er Education our young men were compelied
to attend either the Roman Catholic or the
Episcopolian College near Winnipeg. Our
College has more than met the objectaimed at.
Though young com%ared with these others, it
has now the best building of the three, and
since the establishment of the University of
Manitoba (solely an Examining and Degree-
conferring body), Manitoba College has edu-
cated for the University more than the other
two together. Already the College has educa-
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ted 7 for the B. A. Degree, and this year sends
6if not 7 more for B. A,, and about 20 more
for the other University Examinations. Win-
nipeyg being no Jess than 1300 miles tfrom To-
ronto, to edu-ate young men for the minisi:y,
as well as Presbvterian young men for posi-
tions of usefulness in professions and business,
it is plain we must have such a University
College with its due share of representation
on the Univessity of Manitoba. The new build-
ing and site costing $40,000, though not yet all
paid for, has been undertaken and erected by
the people in Manitoba themselves, and all ad-
mit that the building is a credit to the Presby-
terian Church, and is most commodious and
comfortable. IR new states of society such a
“visible manifestation” is worth ten times as
much to the church, as the buast of “historic
position” or high-talk about “ our great prin-
ciples.” The staff of Manitoba College con-
sists of two regular appointees of the General
Assembly, Professors Bryce and Hart, who in
addition to their duties in Arts give instruc-
tions in Systematic Theology and Exegesis
sespectively, together with four Tutors.  These
Tutors are all Alumni of the College. They
are Messrs. A. M. Campbell, B. A.,, N. Mec-
Callum, B. A, R. G. McBeth, B. A,, all Honor
graduates, and Mr. W. Omand, undergrad-
vate. It may well be thought that it takes a
considerable amount of money to meet neces-
sary expenses, though the Tutors are obtained
at smaller salaries than regularly appointed

Professors, and the strictest economy is main-
tained. That the whole stefl work hard may
be inferred, when it is stated that the necessary
classes for the complete B. A. work are car-
ried on. This is a frank statement of the work.
Manitoba Presbytery is looked to for $1000
this year, besides providing buildings, &c.
The fees will amount to upwards of $1000.
For ordinary revenue the Eastern Provinces
are earnestly appealed to for $2000, as weli as
for an extra 4 cents a member throughout the
church to wipe off the debt for which the As-
sembly is responsible. The Education of cur
future ministry in the Northwest, the mission
work, our position as a church, the spread of
sound ideas, and the maintenance of a high
standard of Presbyterian cu ure in North-
western Canada, all demand that Manitoba
College be supported. Dont forget to give
the College a collection on the 2ad Sabbath of
January.

. QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY and COLLEGE,
KINGSTON.—The Classes in Arts open-
ed on the first Wednesday of October, the
Matriculation Examinations having taken
place the week previously. The Freshman
Class numbers forty-five, the largest yet. The
inaugural lecture for the year was postponed
till the arrival of Professor Marshall, instead
.of being given as usual on “ University Day.”
Professor Marshall was installed on November

1oth, and gave an able introductory lecture in
Convocation Hall on *The Province and fund-
amental principles of Physics, with some re-
marks on the progress of Physical Science in
Japan.” The Divinity Hall opened on the
first Wednesday of November. There are
sixty young men studying for the Church of
whom twenty are in the Divinity Hall.—The
Rev. Donald Ross, B. D, gave his first lec-
ture on Apologetics, defining the nature and
necessity of the study, and its special applica-
tions at the present day. Rev. J. Carmichael
of King, another honoured name among the
graduates of Queen’s, delivered the Inaugural
Lecture on Church History, taking the “ Coun-
cil of Nice” as his subject and the starting
point of his course. Between two and three
hundred students are attending classes in
Queen’s this winter. The University preach-
ers, for the Sundays prior o the Christmas
holidays, are the Principal, the V' ~e-Principal,
Rev. J. Carmichael, Rev. D. Ross, Rev. Dr.
Elliott of Chicago, and Professor J. Clark
Murray of McGill College.

Presbytery Weetings.

[cg

@@UNENBURG AND SHELBURNE ;Oct.
L4 16 :—Presbytery met at Riversdale and

found the congregation in a much more hope-

ful position than for the last three or four

years. D.S. FRASER, C/k.

HALIFAX :—This Presbytery recently held
meetings at Sheet Harbour, at Yarmouth, in
Halifax, and at Annapolis. At Sheet Har-
bour the demission of the pastor, Rev. Rich-
mond Logan, was accepted. A meeting o
the members was held at which members of
Presbytery directed attention to the schemes
of the Church. A similar meeting was held
at Upper Musquodoboit where the congrega-
tion 1s showing much li",crality. The Presby-
tery commended to the liberality of congre-
gations the appeal for aid in paying the law
and legislation expenses of the Temporalities
Board. Mr. Jordan’s ordination and induc-
tion were appointed to take place on the 14th
December.—A. SIMPSoN, C/&.

TRURo, Oct. 16 :—The Presbytery met for
visitation at Brookfield and found this section
of Rev. Edwin Smith’s charge prosperous
and hopeful. The middle Stewiacke section
was visited on the following day and found
to be progressing, financially and spiritually.
At Upper Stewiacke the Presbytery visited
Rev. Edward Grant’s charge and were grati-
fied with the proofs presented of faithfulness
and success. On Wednesday the Presbytery
visited Sipringside congregation, recently be-
reaved of their pastor, by the death of Rev. J.
C. Meek. They were highly pleased with the
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state of the congregation and with the kind-
ness shewn toward the afflicted widow of their
late minister. The beautiful Stewiacke Valley
is perhaps the most purely Presbyterian Dis-
trict of the same extent in the Dominion. J.
H. CHASE, Clk.

WALLACE, October 24 .—The Presbytery
met at Earltown for visitation, and found
cause on the whole to be satisficd with the
diligence of the respective parties in the dis-
charge of their duties. Regret was expressed
over arrears of stipend, and the congregation
urged to wipe them out. The proposed
Ladies’ Seminary at Pictou was commended
to the sympathies and support of the people.
T. SEDGWICK, Clk.

VICTORIA AND RICHMOND :—The Presby-
tery met at River Inhabitants and Port Hast-
ings, on the 1oth October, and at Fort Hast-
ings on the 11th, and West Bay on the 12th.
The claims of God were earnestly pressed on
the attention of the people. A call from
Mabou to Rev. E. Roberts was sustained. At
West Bay the visitation was encouraging and
satisfactory. Eighteen members had been ad-
ded to the communion roll. The attendance
on public worship is large and regular. K.
MCKENZIE Cik.

MIRAMICHI, October 17:—Rev. John Mc-
Carter, Redbank, was elected Clerk in room
of Rev. S. Houston. Arrangements have
been made for supplying the lumbermen with
services during the winter. Encouraging re-
ports were received from a number of mission
stations under the Presbytery’s care. A mem-
orial from New Carlisle was read, setting forth
their urgent need for supplement and depre-
cating any diminution of the amount now re-
ceived. The proposed Ladics’ College, Pic-
tou, was commended to sessicns and congre-
gations. J. MCCARTER, Cl4.

SYDNEY, October 18 :—The Presbytery
met at North Sydney. The application of
Rev. James Scott, late of the Methodist
Church, to be received into the ministry of
the Presbyterian Church, was allowed to lie
on the table till next meeting. Rev. A. Far-
qubarson reported concerning his visit to Cape
North, the remotest portion of the Presby-
wry’s territory. The sympathy of the Pres-
bytery was expressed with Rev. Dr. MacLeod
under his protracted illness which has depriv-
«d his congregation to a great extent of his
services. Members of Presbytery were di-
rected to give supply to Miramichi congrega-
tion at the request of session. Committees
were appointed to prepare reports on the State
of Religion, Temperance, Sabbath Schools
and Statistics. G. L. GORDON, (4.

QUEBEC, 8th November:— The report on
the Home Mission work of the Presbytery
was full of interest, shewing a large amount
of work done chiefly by the Theo'ogical stu-

dents of Morrin College. Two vacant charges
had been filled since last meeting, viz,, St. Sy'-
vester and Danville. The newly organized
congregation of Gould asked leave to build a
church, which was granted on the conditions
that the site is satisfactory to the Presbytery,
and that subscriptions to the extent of two-
thirds of the entire estimated cost be obtain-
ed before the building is commenced. A com-
mittee was appointed to consider and report
on the stipends of the ministers within the
bounds. r. McMaster reports having re-
ceived contributions to the Morrin College
Fund. He was appointed to appear before
the Board of French Evangelization to plead
the cause of French Mission work within the
bounds. In the evening Rev. Dr. Cook, Prin-
cipal of Morrin College, delivered an able
lecture in connection with the opening of the
Theological department of the Ccllege <es-
sion. F. M. DEWEY, (4.

TORONTo, November 7th :—Mr. 2. B. Mc-
Donald, probationer, declared his acceptance
of the call from Mount Albert, and arrange-
ments were made for his ordination on the
21st of the month ; Rev. W. Frizzel to pre-
side and preach, Rev. Dr. Frazer to deliver
the charge, and Rev. J. Frazer, of Sutton, to
address the eongregation. Rev. J. Alexander
reported on a call from Georgetown and
Limehouse, to Rev. P. R. Ross, minister at
Cote des Neiges. The call was sustained and
ordered to be transmitted with relative docu
ments, to the Presbytery of Montreal. Prin--
cipal McVicar and Professor Scrimger were
also appointed to support the call before said
Presbytery. A lengthened report of a com-
mittee was read anent Hornby, which was re-
ceived with thanks. Their recommendations
were also adopted, so that the pastor, Rev. W
Stewart, amidst his infirmities, wiit have re-
lief from public work every alternate Sabbath,
and those sentfor that purpose will also con-
duct services at Omagh. A report on the sta-
tistics and Finances of the Presbytery was
read for a2 Committee by Rev. Dr. K¥ing. The
report was adopted with thanks, and ordered
to be printed for circulation throughout the
bounds. A call from South Boston, Mass., to
Rev. J. M. Cameron, 1vas laid on the table.
After other preliminaries, parties were heard,
viz.,, Dr. Cochrane and Professor MacLaren,
in support of the call. Nessrs. Mackie, War-
wick, Campbell and Stark for East Churca
congregation, and Mr. Cameron for himself.
Mr. Cameron preferred continuing °n his pre-
sent charge, and the Presbytery refused to
translate. The motion of Rev. C. A. Tanner
for the preaching of a sermon against Roman
errors, &c., was discussed at some length.
Evcutually an amendment of Rev. Dr. Reid
carricd, for the appointiment of a committee
to frame a deliverence and report to ne't
meeting. A report of committee was re.d
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anent (he willingness of Highland Creek con-
gregation to be zonnected with that of Dun-
barton, if their present cBnnection should be
terminated. The Clerk was instructed to cor-
respond with the Presbytery of Whitby and
ask from them a consideration and judgment
of the connection proposed. Next meeting
is to be held on Tuesday the 16th of January.
at 11a. m. R MONTEATH, Clk.

WHITBY, 17th October:—The report on
statistics was given in by Mr. Abraham. It
was agreed that missionary meetings be held
in each of the congregations during the win-
ter. The Presbytery unanimously recommend-
ed the several congregations to contribute to
the fund for defraying the expenses of the
Temporalities Board in connection  1recent
litigation. It was agreed to hold a Presbyter-
ial visitation at Bowmanville in the hope of
reaching an amicable solution of existing dif-
ficulties. The evening sederunt was devoted
to an interesting conference on the state of
religion. A. A. DRUMMOND, Clt.

"GUELPH, 17th October :—After hearing a
statement {rom Rev.W. . Ball, of Knox Church,
Guelph, and commis<ioners from the session
and congregation, wno spoke in high tenas of
Mr. Ball’s usefulness and success as a pastor,
the Presbytery yielded with great regret to
Mr. Ball's request and resolved to dissolve
the pastoral tie, but delayed final action till
next meeting. The resignation by Mr. Bry-
7 his charge at Glenallan and Hollin
was also accepted. R. ToRRANCE, Clé.

OTrawa :—There were present fifteen min-
isters and twoe elders. A committee was ap-
pointed to inquire into the cause of the small
attendance of ciders at Presbytery meetings.
A letter from the Secretary of the Board of
French Evangelization was read and its con-
tents notcd. The convener o fthe Committee
on French Evangelization within the bounds,
gave in his report in which progress was re-
ported in reference to raising funds to provide
suitable premises for a French Church at Ot-
tawa, two subscrip:ions of $500 each having
been  secured towards that object.
Mr. Armstrong reported subjects of study

reseribed by the committe of Presbytery to
Mr. P. S, Vermnier, placed under the care of
Presbytery by the geneml Assembly. On
motion of Mr, White, seconded by Mr. Far-
rics, it was agreed to instruct the Gonvener of
the  Presbytery’s Committee on French
Evangclization, to report quarterly at the reg-
vlar meetings of the Presbytery. Returns to
Presbytery’s circular anent Temporalities law
expenses were called for.  Some congrega-
tions reported action and others none. All
taking action were instructed to forward con-
tributions to Mr. Croi), of Montreal. The
Convener of the H. M. C. gave in his report,
reccommending that a vote of thanks be ten-

dered to Mr. Perley for.his generous offer of a
lot at South Indian for Church purposes, and
further that the H. M. C. be authorized to
make a selection of the lot and have it con-
veyed in proper form by deed to the Presby-
tery. The report was received and adopted.
A petition from the Wakefield congregation,
praying for achange inthe nameof thecongr~
gation, was granted. The congregation here-
after is to be known as Wakefie!d and Mas-
ham. Presbytery gassed aresolution placing
on reco:d their high appreciation of Mr.
James MacLaren’s gift of fifty thousand dol-
lars for the endowment of the Chair of Sys-
tematic Theolozy in Knox College, Toronto.
A resolution expressive of smypathy with the
Rev. Mr. Junor, missionary of Formosa, and
his family in their affliction, was also placed
on record. Both resolutions were ordered to
be forwarded.—]J. WHITE, Cl4.

LONDON, November 14th.—Preliminary
steps were taken to establish a new church in
London South, A :all from Proofline and
English Settlement, to Rev. W. S. Ball of
Guelph, was sustained, induction 7th Dec.
The Presbytery has now 28 charges. It was
resolved that, hereafterthemeetings of Presby-
tery shall be held quarterly instead of bi-
monthly. G. SUTHERLAND, Cl.

Obituary.

EV. JAMES LAW, for many years
&\ minister of Richibucto, N. B., died late-
ly at the place of his birth, Portrush, county
of Antrim, Ireland. Mr. Law was educated
for the ministry in Glasgow, and soon after re-
ceived license. In company with Rev. William
Millen, still labouring in New Brunswick, he
emigrated to this country in 1845. The fol-
lowing year he was ordained as pastor of
Richibucto, where he laboured with much
success for nearly thirty-two years. His preach-
ing was of a high order associated with great
natural eloquence. It was about 1870 that
his naturally robust health Legan to give way
It was not, however, until 1877 that he retired
from the active duties of the ministry. Since
that time he has resided inPortrush where he
passed away in peace. He was twice mar-
ried, and has left a large family.

THE SESSION OF HYDE PARK, Ont., has
lost two of its members during the past ten
months, Mr. John Barclay and Mr. Duncan
Forbes. Both were natives of Invernessshire
Scotland. Both were old men, being respect-
ively seventy and seventy-seven years of agec.
Bot{ attended faithfully to their official dutics.
and were held in high esteem.

MRs. C. 1. CAMERON.—It is with very deep
regret that we announce the death of this es-
timable lady, widow of the late minister of
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New Edinburg. Six young children are by
this sad dispensation left orphans. Mr. Ca-
meron died on the 8th of November, at Ogden-
burg where she had resided for some time
past.

Eoxlesingtical Hews,

A. N, SOMERVILLE, of Glasgow,

> is %bcit to undertake an evangelistic
mission in South Africa, in response to many
pressing invitations frow that country. He
will be acccmpanied by Mr. John B. Cumming
eldest son of Dr. Elder Cumming. It is said
that Dr. Taylor of Thurso, is likely to be
nominated as Moderator of the next General
Assembly of the Free Church. The Es.ab-
lished Presbytery of Glasgow have had a
nieeting to consider a report on co-operation
with other denominations. Dr. Milligan, of
Aberdeen, the Moderator of the General As-
sembly of the Church of Scotland, at a recent
Public meeting, sounded a note of warning—
“that in the course of perhaps not very many
years, unless they took the opportunity when
it was in their power of mending matters, the
people of Scotland may be deprived of all
those religious endowments which their picus
forefathers left for the good of religion in the
land, and those moneys may be—he would
use no lighter word—spoiled and robbed for
the mere promotion of worldly and secular
objects, which can be and are weil enough se-
cured without them.” In the Free Presbytery
of Edinburgh, Dr. Begg proposed the trans-
mission of an overture to the Assembly pray-
ing that Court “to resist to the uttermost the
introduction of instrumental music into our
worship.”  Six ministers and eight elders sup-
ported him. Twenty ministers and eleven
elders voted with Dr. Rainy against the trans-
mission of the overture. Dr. Rainy held that
now the subject has been raised, the Church
is bound to consider it seriously and give a
definite deliverance upon it For many years
he had been under the influence of the con-
viction that they could not exclude instrumen-
tal music under the principle laid down in the
Confession of Faith. He was not prepared to
uphold the prohibition of insirumental music.
A great religious mass meeting was lately held
in the Corn Exchange, Edinburgh, the imme-
diate purpose of which was to bring the up-
er and middle classes into contact with the
ower classes. The meeting was held on a
Sabbath Day and lasted from half-past nine
in the moming till eight in the evening; a
change of chairmen was made every hour. All
day long the excrcises went on. speech and
hymn and recitation alternating with each
other, and people of all classes freely moving
out of the building and into it. The main to-
pic of discussion was how to reach the lapsed

masses, or non-church-goers. In connection
with Mocdy and Sankey’s work in Plymouth,
England, it is said that nearly all the military
staff of one of the Government offices in that
town had become ‘“soldiers of the cross.”
The meetings were crowded to overflowing,
soldiers and sailors forming a large part of
the audiences. Mr. Moody had to absent
himself from some of the meetings to obtain
needed rest; but Lady Hope, who is an
earnest evangelist and an effective speaker,
took his place, while Mr. Sankey kegt at his
post as singer. At the close of the Plymouth
campaign Messrs. Moody and Sankey cross-
ed the channel to France and held their first
meeting in the American chagel, Paris, which
was crowded,chiefly by Americansand English,
Miss Booth has commenced an evangelistic
work among the labouring classes in Paris,
and has met with a very friendly reception.
The Salvation Army continues to attract no-
tice. The Bishop of Peterborough, speaking
at Leicester on Tuesday, condemned the sen-
sationalism of the movement. On the other
band the Bishop of Liverpool, speaking at
Southport, thanked God for the work done by
the Army.

CHURCH CONGRESSES are the order of the
day. The Jubilee Congress of the Baptist
Union was lately held in Liverpool with great
enthusiasm. Mr. Spurgeon preached to 6,000
peaple in Mengler’s circus. Ministers of other
denominations were present and gave expres-
sion to cordial fraternal greetings. Zhe Con-
gregational Union of %rngland and Wales
met in Bristol. An incident connected with
this gathering is worthy of note, indicating
that the tendencies of ecclesiastical thought
are in the right direction. A deputation of
some thirty or forty clergymen of the Church
of England, beaded by the Dean of Bristol,
was introduced and presented an address of
sincere Chrisidan welcome to the Union, in
which handsome acknowledgement was made
of the piety, zeal, leaming and eloquence of
its ministry, and expressing the desire to live
ir. brotherly love with one another and, as far
as possible, to co-rverate in efforts for the
furthemance of the ..ospel. The event was
regarded by all to b.: as gratifying as itis new,
The annual meeting of the Churck oy Eng-
land Congress was held at Derby, under the
presidency of the Bishop of Litchfield, who,
by the way, is a Scotchman. A lively discus-
sion took place on the relations of this Church
10 other communions. It is not without signi-
ficance that the President in summing up the
debate characterized the proceedings of that
day as evidencing a desire to find out not only
some modus vivends, but some modus co-oper-
andi with those who are separated from the
Church of England. While it was acknow-
ledged on all hands that union with the Church

of Rome was impossible, there were indica-
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tions of a desire, on the part of some at least,
for a brotherly recognition of ministers of
other evangelical communities. The Bishop
of Nelson even went so far as to approve of
English Church pulpits being opened to Non-
conformists under proper guarantees. He held
that the Church of England had cause to be
grateful to Dissent for what it had done in
keeping churchmen awake and stimulating
their energies. The Rev. Francis Lyne, com-
monly known as Father Ignatius, dressed in
full monastic garb, in an extraordinary speech
declared that he had no controversy either
with Dissenters or Roman Catholics who had
personal faith ina personal and living Saviour;
and in his cpinion the chief difficulty of Dis-
senters with regard to the Church of England
was, that there was not one-half of the clergy
who could say, in the words of Christ, that
they had been converted and becoine as little
children. All the Bishops in the world, he
said, could not make an evangelical preacher.
He would sooner listen to the Primitive Me-
thodist who had been in the Holy Ghost’s
school than to a college of educated dons
who had not yet had that teaching. His con-
cluding words, spoken in 1ousing tones were :
“That Church which brushes away the rub-
bish from the rock and exhibits the rock to
the sinner—the Rock is Christ, and ‘other
foundation can no man lay than that ’—that is
the Church which will be uppermost in the
day of the Lord. If the Roman Catholic
Church does it, up with the Churchof Rome !
If the Church of England does it, up with the
Church of England ! If the Salvation Army
does it, up with the Salvation Army !” Bishop
Ryle pointed out that the absence of the
working classes from their services “endan-
gercd the very existence of the Establishment,”
and could only be cured by more direct and
lively preaching, and by an exhibition of
grcaier sympathy with the poor, The Bishop
of Bedford said they must emulate the enthu-
siasm of “ General” Booth, and strive to ob-
tain a like “realistic grip” of the people.
Something approaching to a confroversy has
broken out afresh in the Presbyterian Church
of England upon “the parity of the Elder-
ship ” and * the cligibility of ruling clders to
the Moderator's Chair” The Revised Old
Testament, it is rumourcd, may be ready for
publication by the close of next year. The
death of Rev. Dr. Kirkpatrick of Dublin, to
whom Dr. John Hall, of New York, was col-
league for a number of years, is the removal
of one of the oldest and best known land-
marks of the Irish Presbyterian Church. He
was ordained in July 1829, and so was cver
53 years minister of the same congregation,
the first in point of importance in Dublin. He
was a man of fine literary taste, an excellent
scholar, and his piety was acknowleuged on
all hands. He will be much missed in the
councils of the Church.

FRANCE.—Thereis matterfor praise,inthe
rapid extension of the work of evangelization
among the French working-classes, by the
Macall Mission. When I left Paris in April
of last year, the forfy-second mission hall had
just been opened in the city of Versaslles, of
which fwenty-six were situated in Paris and
its suburbs. Now, there are some seventy in
all, of which Paris claim. above thirty. In
all the more important centres of population
in France, one can now hear the praises of
God sung, by those who formerly belonged to
the ranks of Communists, and wouaid to-day be
associated with the anarchists, who are scek-
ing to d=ctroy peace and order in France, had
not the gospel been carried to them. Mr.
Hirsch, the converted Jew, has becn lecturing
in Angers, a town of cver fifty-thousand, in
the west, a great stronghold of pricstly power.
The first lecture was on, The Reformation, its
origin and benefits ; the second, The Family.
These were we'l chosen, for a Catholic com-
munity. A breach has there been made,
which it is hoped will widen, admitting the
light of saving truth to thousands of dark
hearts. At Monipellier, another large town
in the south, a mission hall has been opened,
with encouraging prospects. Also, another at
Thorigny, the expenses of which are met by
Mr. Macall. Messrs. Moody and Sankey have
spent a fortnight in Paris,where they cvident-
ly made a most excellent impression. The
farewell meeting, in the largest Protestant
church in Parss, was a very large onc. Mr.
Moody has appealed to the weil known Pastor,
M. Theodore Monod, to resign his present
charge in Paris, and give himself up to the
work of evangelization, for which he has such
eminent talents and aptitudes. Our hcarts
must surely echo this appcal. Meanwhile,
the harvest is very great, and whnat has been
already done seems only as a drop ina bucket.
France has enemics not a few, in her own
children. Signs are not wanting to shew that
the revolutionary fire still smoulders. The
stability of the present form of government
seems far from assured. What is wanted is
the gospel to regenerate the people, and create
confidence in one another, the lack of which
is the cause o the present uncertainty. Would
that the Lord would raise up a Kunox for
France, whose bumning zeal and prevailing
prayer.—Give me France or I die—would save
a great country from peril and from darkness.

H.

She Golﬁ‘gc Sund.

> the Annual Report ¢f the Union Col-
lege Fund has been omitted in the As-
sembl!, Minutes volume, a fcw cxtracts from
The following tatue

it mey be of intcrest.

“shows the receiptsin Presbyteries for theycars

1380-81 and 1881-2 :(—
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From the foregoing table, it will be observ-
ed that only $16,111.06 has been received of
the $19,000 required. The result, however, is
by no means discouraging, the receipts being
$3,792.91,—or fully thirty per cent.,—in excess
of those of the prece ling year, while the num-
ber of contributing congregations has increas-
ed from four hundred and twenty-four to five
hundred and eighteen. In every Presbytery
hut one,—that of G 1:lph,—the receipts exceed
those of the procecdiang year. Whileitis to bere-
gretted,in the interests of the fund, that 107 con-
gregations and mission stations have sent no
contribution, it is especially to be regretted
that the sessions and office-bearers of these
churches should have failed to give their peo-
ple the opportunity to contribute towards the
fund. The cxpense of administering the fund
for the year was $89 00, viz: $64.00 for print-
ing circulars, sub.cription sheets, &c., includ-
g the printing of the report ; and $25.00 for
postage and stationery. The following state-
ment shows the appropriation of the fund, to-
gether with the amounts received by the col-
leges for this and the preceding year.

Amount Amounts Reoceived

COLLEGRS. wrked 18183 158081
Knox - $10,00 00 $ 8426 88 $7.253 16
Queen’s .. 400000 33775 150398
Montres! §00)00 4213 43 3,035 11
Expense of administeri

TR i B3
Bilsneeonbhsad ....... ... ... 100
$16.111 08

It will thus be seen that in the first year of
of the Union College Fund the revepue of
Knox College from congregational contribu-
tions has exceeded that of the previcus year
by $1,200 ; of Queen’s, by $1,800, and of Mon-
treal by $1,200. It is hoped that this year the
contributions will be so much in excess of
those of last year as to permit of the Colleges
receiving the full amount required for their
maintenance. The generally prosperous state
of the country should render this easy of at-
tainment—R.H.W.

Our gn;:@issiuus.

REPORT TO THE PRESBYTERY OF BRUCE
BY THE REV. GEORGE MACLENNAN OF
UNDERWOOD.

a3 LTHOUGH Manitoba and the North
413 West bulk so largely in our mission re-
ports of the Church, it were a mistake to sup-
pose that the Presbyterian Church in Canada
has no other mission field. The fact is there
is not a Presbytery and scarcely a county in
the wide Dominion where our Home mission-
aries are not to be found ministering to scat-
ered groups, too few in number to support a
minister for themselves. The report before
us gives a most interesting account of part of
the mission field adopted by the PRESBYTERY
OF BRUCE. Owing to its geographical posi-
tion, this Presbytery has no mission ground,
technically so called, within its own bounds
nevertheless it has sought out a field elsewhere
and is doing the best it can to cultivate it. It
embraces the the Grand Manitoulinand St. Jose
eph Island, and the northern coast- of Lake
Huron, including the Bruce Mines ; the Sault
Ste. Marie, and Prince Arthurs Landing—
separated from the last named place by the
largest fresh water lake in the world—nearly
400 ruiles in length. Here is a mission field
as interesting as it is unique. Some of the
staticns are during a considerable portion of
the year inaccessible to the outer world. Takea
as a whole, it is probably the most difficult
field to work in the Dominion. By instruc-
tions from the Presbytery, the Rev. George
McLennan of Underwood untertook tkis falt
to visit the insular stations and those at Thes-
salon and the Bruce Mines on the mainland.
The following summary of his report will re-

pay a careful perusal, and will be all the mose
intelligible by a reference to a map of this
section of country.




822

THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD.

THESSALON,—The first point visited is a
small village on the shore of Lake Huron, at
the mouth of the river of the same name. It de-

nds on thte lumber trade entirely for its ex-
istence. There is a Union church here which
we occupy con-jointly with the Canada Metho-
dists. Mr. Macarthur our missionary, has
been supplying five regular stations here, giv-
ing them fortnightly services, taking three one
Sabbath and two on the other. The names of
these stations are The Dump, Culivers, Thes-
salon, Harris Mills, and Wier's Alills. Har-
ris’ Mills is ten miles from Thessalon, the
others being neaier ; it promises to be an im-
portant station, most of the settlers being
Presbyterians. ~ Mr. MacLennan dispensed
the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at Thes-
salon, to seven communicants, and in the
evening of the same day, at Maple Ridge, two
and a3 half miles from Harris, to twelve
communicants. Two children were baptized
in this district. Mr Macarthur being about
toremove on account of ill health, a provision-
al arrangement has been made with Mr. Hec-
tor MacLennan, a young man who though not
yet a student has the ministry in view, to la-
bour in the field during the winter months.

BRUCE MINES.—At this place Mr. McLen-
nan was hospitably received by Mr. John Mc-
Phee. It was arranged that the Communion
should be dispensed at Ottertail Lake—eight
miles N. East of Bruce Mines, in the woods.
After services in English and Gaelic, ten pe:-
sons, mostly ‘emales, partook of the Sacra-
ment of the Lord’s Supper. The number
would have been larger but for the insufficient
notice given. The field which has been sup-
plied by the Students’ Missio Association
of Knox College, Toronto, has five preaching
stations with about fifty families and twenty-five
communicants. From Bruce mines it extends
back for twenty miles with a breadth of ten
miles. There 1sa Union Church at the Mines
another at Ottertail Creek, and a Presbyterian
Church at Rockdale. The people are prepar-
ed to tee at least $350 annually towards
the stipend of an ordained missionzry. Three
children were baptized by Mr. McLennan.
The Rev. James Cameron of Chatsworth, and
his brother-in-law, Rev. Charles Cameron,
during their visit to this neighborhood, also
baptized two children and organized a Sab-
bath School.

ST. JosEPH ISLAND.—Here the deputy
was met by Mr. John A. Ross, the missionary,
who had made arrangements for having com-
munion disnensed at two places on the same
day. On the Sabbath forenoon the congrega-
tion met in the woods near the Mountain
school-house, to the number of sixty-two per-
sons, of whom seventeen were communicants.
In the afternoon, at Richard’s school-house, a
congregation of fifty-eight were assembled,
eight of whom joined the communian service

A committee of seven was elected, “hree at
Richards’, and four for the rest of the island.
As yet the country is very new ; the roads are
very rough and few of them. The island is
twenty miles long and twelve milesbroad. It
is proposed to open a new road thé whole
length of the island ; if this were done the
work of cur missionaries would be much
lighter. Tarbutt, on the north shore, opposite
Richards’, was next visited, and 'here the de-
puty was hospitably entertained by Mr. Mal.
colm McLennan. After sermons in English
and Gaelic Mr. McLennan proceeded to or-
ganize a congregation by forming a commun-
1on roll, electing a Board of managersand two
elders. The number of communicants is
seventeen. The-number of families is from
35to50. A church site has been secured at
Burnt Comers, two and a half miles from the
lake shore. The Messrs. Camerons had also
visited this field and organized two Sabbath
Schools. Though they have no regular supply
at present, the people meet together every
Lord’s Day, and Mr. John McLean, one of
the elders elect, conducts a service. They in-
tend to proceed immediately with the building
of alog church. In this field Mr. McLennan
baptized four children and two adults.

RiANlTOULIN ISLAND, situated in the
northern part of Lake Huron, is about ninety
miles long and thirty wide. The total popula-
tion is between seven and eight thousand
Mr. MacLennan reached Gore Bay, the prin-
cipal station, at midnight on Saturday, 1st
September, and received a hearty welcome
from Rev. Hugh McKay, gesident missionary.
He preached next day to an audience of 112,
and dispensed the sacrament ot the Lord’s
Supper to thirty communicants, Mr. McKay
assisting. Messrs. Cameron had been here
also and had organized a Sabbath School and
got the people to elect a financial committee
This Samth School has now an attendance
of 27 scholars and four teachers Proceeding
in the afternoon to Kagawong—twelve miles
—Mr. McLennan preached to an audience of
eighty-two and dispensed the sacrament to
twelve communicants, Mr. MacKay taking
the preliminary service. At Gore Bay there
is a glebe of five acres and the people are
prepared to offer $300 per annum towards the
support of an ordained missionary. Afanifo-
waning was reached by steamer and here the
deputy met with Mr. McGillivray whosupplies
six stations regularly and two occasionally
The six stations are Gore Day, Jee Lai,
Mudge Bay, Little Current—35 miles from
Gore Bay—and Slack’s Station. The other
two being AMills and Barpee Township. Mr.
MacKay supplies five stations, ;reachmg at
Manitowaning every Sabbath and at the other
statiors fortnightly—namely Hilly Grott,
Tehkummak, Mickaers Bay and Sparrow's.
There are 73 families on the whole field and
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45 communicants. There are two elders at
Tehkumm~l, but none at Manitowaning at

resent. There is a debt of $100 on the Man-
itowaning church. Mr. MacKay supplies
other stations occasionally.— Didwell, 10 miles
distant, where 3o attend ; Skigpers, 17 miles,
where 75 attend. Mr. Hannah supplied five
stations during the summer, He reports that
there are several localities in the island that
have been seldom or never visited and states
that Manitoulin Island alone would require
three ordained missionaries. On Cockburn
Island, lying between Manitoulin and St.
Joseph Island, there are a large number of
Presbyterians, anxious to have the services of
a missionary. Another point on the north
shore is Algoma Mills where the C. P.R.
have a wharf and depot. This place is likely
to increase rapidly and should be looked after
and cared for. Mr. McLennan concludes his
admirable report by saying that in Algoma
there is abundant room for active young men ;
and if we could only succeed in getting four
or five settled ministers in that district, they
could then be fairly launched as the Presby-
tery of Algoma.

EASTERN SECTION.

MisSION WORK ON THE TOBIQUE RIVER.
Mr. A. P. Logan, who laboured here during
the summer reports to the Presbytery of St.
John. Three Brooks, Arthurette, McQuarrie
settlement, Trout Brook Colony, Leonard,
Long Island, Everett, and Riley Brook—eight
stations in all. At Three Brooks there is a
Church just finished. There are ten Presby-
terian families. Services were held here on
the second and and fourth Sabbaths of each
month ; avcra§e attendance 23. Tne Lord’s
Supper was celebrated on the first Sabbath of
September, when ome was added to the roll
The state of religion is low. Arthurette is
four miles down the river, here we have 3 fam-
ilies ; services twice a month, largest atten-
dance 50, average 37 ; a Sunday School is
kept here. Across the river is McQuarrie
Settlement, where we have three families ;
services monthly. largest attendance 5o, aver-
age 33. Onechild was baptized. Eight miles
down the river is Trout Brook, § families ; ser-
vice monthly, largest attendance. 40, average
38. Two miles through the woods is Leonard
Settlement, we have two families here ; held
a week evening and a Sabbath service. Four-
teen miles up the river from Three Brooks is
Long Island, 3 families ; held week evening
service here; 3 children baptized. Twelve
miles still further up is Everett Settlement, 3
families ; held two evening meetings here.
Stillfurther up 12 miles is Riley Brook, month-
ly meetings, 5 families, largest attendance 25,
average 20.  The entire field is 5o miles in
length,  The missionary found the people ex-

ceedingly kind, and anxious to have more ser-
vices. Rev. J. A. F. Sutherland afforded the
missionary valuable assistance, exchanging
with him whenever required, and administer-
ing the sacraments. Total number of Presby-
terian families on the Tobique, 34; families
visited, 64. Services were held on 23 Sab-
baths and 4 week days. Eight infants were
baptized, and one adult joined the communion
of the Church. Amount contributed, $7.50
Most of the fanilies were visited twice, some
oftener.

British Columbia.

LETTER FROM REV. B. K. MCELMON.

Z'OMOX, if I mistake not, is the most

"¢ westerly white scttlement in the Dom-
inion of Canada. Itis situated on the ecast
side of Vancouver Island about 130 miles
north of Victoria. It is a beautiful valley
cosily nestling in the cibow of a mountain
range succession of mountain peaks
encircle it, stretching from north to south-
west. These peaks are not high enough to be
covered with snow all the year round, but ia
some of the deep canons between the moun-
tains the accumulated snow remains all stum-
mer, presenting from a distance, the appear-
ance of glaciers. The first settlers of Comox
arrived about the year 1862. A large propor-
tion of which were English and were soon
after followed with the ordinances of religion
by the Church of England. A log church was
erected in which the people worshipped for a
number of years. About five years ago it was
substituted by a more elegant building, and
the old one has since been pulled down. In
the summer of 1875 a number of Presbyter-
ian families from New Brunswick came here
and settled. In October of the following year
the Rev. Simon McGregor, who was then
minister of St. Andrew’s Church, Victoria,
visited Comox, and remained about a weck.
He preached on Sabbath and on the Monday
following he held a business meeting at which
it was decided to undertake the erection of a
Presbyterian Church, and a committee was ap-
pointed to take charge of the work. Mr. Mc-
Gregor, though not the first Presbyterian
minister to set foot in Comox, for Rev. R.
Jamieson had visited it some years previous,
was yet the first to formally unfurl the ban-
ner and plant the standard of Presbyterianism
here. Our people were much cheered by his
visit and expressed an earnest desire to have a
minister. Being invited to come and labour
in this field, I accepted the invitation and ar-
rived in September, 1877. On my arrival the
Church was in course of erection and in three
weeks after I came the outside was compicted
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and a floor, seats and pulpit made of rough
boards so we could worship in it. It remain-
ed in this condition for about two yeass and a
half. It was then finished in the inside. And
now for more than two years we have enjoyed
the pleasure of worshipping in our hand-
some and comfortable church, capable of
seating over one hundred persons, built at a
cost of nearly $1000, and which is entirely free
from debt. When I came our people were
not numerous and were not able to do much
towards the support of ordinances. Many
were new settlers and it required all their
means to get started on their farms.
Bayne’s Sound, which is about ten miles
distant, was expected to form an important
part of my charge, as, at that time, a coal
mine was being opened. The coal, however,
did not prove good, and the mine was
abandoned, and the place left without inhabi-
tant. I may mention that just now parties are
mﬂ)ecting for coal in Comox and neighbour-
ood. If coal is discovered, as is confidently
expected, mining operations will no doubt
commence at once, and a large increase in
population will be the result. In their need
of money for the support of Gospel ordinances
the Church of Scotland came to their assist.
ance and generously gave £50 towards build-
ing the church and also a liberal grant to-
wards the support of their minister. Though
of silver and gold they have not an abundance
yet of such as they have they give. They
bave always been thoughtful of their minister,
and besides paying a portion of salary, have
generously contributed many articles of
produce, which materially reduced the cost of
living, and never have they been more mind-
ful of the wants of his family, in this respect,
than during the past season. Even his horse
has not been forgotten, as a winter supply of
bhay has been laid in for him. Five years
have now passed since 1 commenced to labour
in this field, and although the fruit of my
labour is not abundant yet it has not been al-
together in vain. 1 have reason “to thank
God and take courage.” Comparatively few
have come forward to declare themselves on
the Lord’s side, yet evidence is not wanting of
increased interest in spiritual things.

Srene Evangilization.

ERIENDS of this branch of the work of
our Church often ask us missionaries
what we think of the state of the field in
which we labour. It may not thefore be amiss
to state here a few facts, relating to this sub-
ject, which have come under our own person-
al observation. The class of people who lis-
ten to us most readily, are neither the highest
nor the lowest. They are generally what is

popularly known as the midcle class. The

reason is not hard to find. There are nota
few of the members of the best families
—men of education—men of broad views and
liberal principles, who cntertain no prcjudi-
ces against us personally, much less against
the doctrines we preach. DBut although we
find them universally courteous whenever e
have the privilege to meet them, there s
no likelihood of any one of them openly avow-
ing his preference of simple evangclical truth
to the pompous ritualism of Rome. Such a
step, would in the most of cascs, be equivalent
to a sentence of ostracism against him. Ifa
merchant, his customers would desert him. If
a professional man, his clients would avoid
him. If ambitious, his path to political pre-
ferment would be hopelessly blocked up. The
sacrifice is too great. But few men in our age
seem to have what has been called “ the voca-
tion of martyrdom.” Members of the lower
orders on the other hand, are generally too
ignorant, too superstitious and too much ac-
customed to blind obedience to the priesthood
to venture as yet to think for themselves. They
have been told Protestants and athcists are
synonyinous terms, and many believe it. They
have been forbidden to enter our churches,
read oug testaments or converse with us on re-
ligion, and of course they obey. Now and then
one more zealous than others, ventures within
our church walls, to stare round, assumes the
mostconiemptuous looks and attitudesand goes
out noisily. *“ Ad majorem Dei gloriam.” Sat-
isfied that in doing thus, he has proven to
every beholder the immense superiority of his
faith to ours. We might as well think of
knocking down a stone wall by running our
head against it, as to convince of his crror
one of that kind. But there are fortunately
some thinkers with some education, who have
not abjured the right of thinking for them-
selves in religious matters. Such men come
to hear us, get acquainted with us, like the
Jews of Berea, turn to Scripture to see if what
they hear is true, and one after the other cast
in their jot with us. There is scarcely onc of
our meetings in Montreal without a few such
men. They are worth gaining over for the)
bring others with them, and through them
many of the fictions, once devoutly believed,
about us, "are now laughed at, such, for in-
stance, as that anyone joining Evangclical
churches, had to stamp on the crucifix, and be-
lieve the Blessed Virgin to have been a bad
woman. Not many years ago, when there
were only two French Protestant churches in
Montreal, a meetingof fifty people was thought
alarge one. With five or six churches now,
it is seldom indeed that we have less than cne
hundred on a Sabbath evening, and often
enough we have nearer two. And whereas in
1875, in one of our churches alone, the minis-
ter baptized only three children, in 1881 he
baptized tAirty-frve. C. A. DOUDIET.
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HAew Hebrides Blission.

LETTER FROM REV. J. W. MACKENZIE.
To Dy, McGregor.

Sydney, N. S. W. 2nd Sept., 1882,

JE arrived here in safety after a very
pleasant voyage of between six and
Seven weeks from London. So far as the mo-
tion was concerned we would scarcely have
known that we were at sea until we passed the
ape. But when we reached 42° S. Lat,
and 62° E. Long., we had a gale which last-
ed a day or two, and tossed us about a good
deal, but without doing much damage to our
ship.  We called at St. Vincent and Cape
Town, I was very much disappointed that we
‘Could not set foot on the great continent of
Africa, Small-pox was raging at Cape Town,
and the captain thought it advisable to pre-
vent the passengers from landing. Those who
€ame on board there were well fumigated.
Yery little has been heard from the New Heb-
Tides since the “ Dayspring ” left here in April.
we know of her movements is that she is
to leave here on the zoth inst., that is not
Quite so early as I expected, but I suppose
they could not send her away from the islands
any sooner. I thought when I left Halifax
that possibly she might leave here the begin-
Ning of the month, hence my anxiety to leave
When I did. Another reason why she should
€ sent up as early as possible is that Mr.
aray, the new missionary from South Austra-
lia, whose wife took ill just as the vessel was
Teady to sail, has been waiting all this time to
8o down in her. We are now looking for her
¢very day. We are very sorry to hear that
r. Neilson has resigned connection with the
Tission. Two new missionaries are coming
“Out from Seotland to go down in April next.
One of them is a medical man, and is to be
‘Successor to Mr. Copeland on Futuna. So we
-are to have a medical missionary at last. This
Will no doubt be a great advantage, providing
We can reserve all our ailments until such time
as our vessel can bring him to us, or carry us
to see him. My health, I am thankful to say,
Is quite as good as when I left Nova Scotia.
Indeed I have not felt better since I left the
Islands than since coming to Sydney. The
Winter is just over and the temperature is very
Pleasant.” Mrs. MacKenzie and our children
-are also very well. Jessie is back again with
llas, and ‘seems quite contented. It is a
-great comfort to us to get such a home for her.
~J. W. M.

LETTER FROM REV. JOSEPH ANNAND.
To D, MeGregor,

On board the “ Dayspring,”
Havannah Harbour Efate, gth June, 1882.

4As there isa trading vessel expected to leave

here for Noumea in a few days, I avail myself
of the op?ortumty of sending a note to you.
By the “Dayspring” I received two letters
from you, one dated July and the other Jan-
uary. The July letter was too late for the
“D. S,” which left the Colony on the 1st Sep-
tember. A few days ago I also received a
note from you written in February, informing
us of the arrangements made by the Board
for our furloughs, also telling me that the
Board had granted thirty pounds toward the
payment of my boat. 1 am much obliged to
the members of the Board for their liberality
toward us and sympathy with us in our work.
The new boat which I received in April is a
fine sea boat, somewhat better than the old
one ever was and two feet longer. The cost
was forty pounds five shillings sterling, but as
I shall have the sole use of the boat, and as
not even a single member of the Board is ever
likely to enjoy a sail in it, I shall not in the
least grudge paying the ten pounds five my-
self. It has however been somewhat unfor-
tunate for both Mr. Robertson and myself that
Mr. Murray first got a second-hand boat and
then Mr. Mackenzie a small one not fully
equipped, as the Board seems to go more by
example than precept. However, I am fully
satisfied and you will please convey to the
Board my hearty thanks for the boat.

The mission goods forwarded last January
were justtoo late. They arrived in Sydney
about the day that the * Dayspring” sailed,
and the goods were not then landed from the
steamer. “The “Daysping” had to leave
about fifteen tons of goods behind in Sydney,
as she was filled up, hold, store-rooms, teachers
room and cabin, and timber on deck bringing
her down to the Plimsol mark. We can no
longer say that the “ Dayspring” is too large.
The missionaries must be getting more weal-
thy and able to import greater quantities of
goods and building materials than formerly.
Our boxes will probably come to hand all
right by the next voyage of the ¢ Dayspring.”

We are here at Efate now for our annual
meeting. Arrived yesterday, a week out from
Anelcauhat. Mrs. Annand remainson Tanna
with Mrs. Watt during my absence at the
Synod. The ship’s boat is away to-day to
Nguna for Mr. Michelson, to-morrow we ex-
pect to begin work. Probably our sittings
will continue for about a week. All of us in
the field are present except Mr. Robertson,
who is so busy preparingfor his furloughthat he
could not come. He received your note of
February informing him of the Board’s deci-
sion in reference to their going home. He al-
so requests me to forward his report of Station
(to be read before Synod here) to you as he
has no time to write at present. Both Mr.
and Mrs. Robertson are greatly delighted at
the prospect of so soon seeing their friends
and relatives once more. We are rejoiced to
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learn that Mr. and Mrs. Mackenzie are so
soon to join us again. Some of us visited
their station two days ago and found all well.
His most influential chief Pomal, of Erakor,
died on the 22nd of February last. He was
one of the very best of our native Christians
and will be much missed on Efate. The peo-
{zle of Mr. Mackenzie’s charge are anxiously
ooking for the return of their missionary.
They rejoiced to hear that he is coming back
so soon.

Our_new missionary and his wife, Mr. and
Mrs. Frazer, have chosen Api as their field of
labour. They will settle, D. V., at the place
vacated last year by the departure of Mr. Holt.
It seems to be very hard, if not impossible, to
increase our numbers in this mission, we are
sadly in need of a half dozen more men at
present, to occupy the vacant ground ; but it
seems useless to plead for any more reinforce-
ments from Canada. The Free Church of
Scotland have only two men here now, Messrs.
Neilson and Lawrie. We are cheered by the
coming of Mr. Frazer from Tasmania, also b
the expected coming of Mr. Gray from South
Australia in September, and Mr. Murray from
New South Wales, in April next.

Frinidad.

—

EV. KENNETH J. GRANT, of Sa#n Fernan-
do, writes:—“Our school work is of
such a character that we have to instruct our
teachers. For a long time we have had to
instruct them on Saturday, but it was exhaust-
ing for them, and we really felt sorry in not
being able to provide for them as we would
like.  Deeply conscions of the necessity of
pushing them forward in their English work,
we got a room fitted up as a sleeping apart-
ment, and intimated to all the Indian teachers
my desire to have them meet on Friday at 4
.m., to receive instructions until g, taking an
our for their evening meal ; then on Satur-
day to resume work at 7, to continue till 11.
This involves three meals for say an average
of 12, not to speak of the work of prepar-
ing. In the midst of their work I noticed re-
ceipt by you of contributions from ladies in
the West, and also $200 from Galt for the be-
nefit of this district. We are thankful that a
kind Providence seems thus to be preparing to
help us through with this and other work
which involve expenditure.

This is Friday evening and the class is now
at work. Lal Behari is teaching the class as
I write. My work is steadily extending, I
wish it were possible for a Theological student,
having our work in view asa life work, during
vacation to be with us, to labour amongst my
English speaking congregation and to study
the language. This Church should seek to

have men with the lan e, prepared to step
in. My work has assumed proportions almost
beyond efficient control, altho’ we work seven
days weekly and employ two horses con-
stantly, incurring an expenditure from salary
quite alarming. Every school opened imposes
not only additional labour, but contact with s°
many children of labouring poor people, com-
pels an outlay which one would too gladly make
if means would permit. In view of my increas-
ing outlay from extension of field, from oppo;,
sition of Catholics, from the enlargement ©
the San Fernando school room and the en-
gagement of a third teacher in it, I must ur
gently request that the sums paid over for my
district from donors in the Western section;
be placed to my account, to be duly report
on at the end of the year. Farther, Lal Beha!
will be married in October, if there be n¢
hitch, to an intelligent young Indian womaP
who was educated in the Episcopal Orphan
Home, and four years waiting maid in a doc
tor's family—quite competent to all the duties
of ahome. We are very much pleased wi

rospects. Before his marriage, to the roo™

€ now occupies one or two more must D¢
added. He must continue to remain near me-
I can’t bear the Central Station alone, as the
calls from the country are so numerous.
think you can appreciate my situation.

We are occupying a miserable old house—
only one room comfortable, much newer tha?
the rest, but though the floor in many places i
rotten, and the partitions ready to fall, and the
roof so bad that beds and books have to b¢
removed frequently in the rainy season, yet X
tell Mrs. Grant to bear patiently until our wor
gets established. It is however a trial to vn¢
who would have her home neat and clean.

I think you ought to pay us a visit, for th¢
Board will soon have to lay out much moneYy
here. Vigour and push now, here and at hom¢
may, with the blessing of God, secure to US
this whole field. But if we slumber or mové
sluggishly when the citcumstances deman
the utmost activity, the issue may be disap”
pointing and dishonourable. e

Pray for us, ask the Erayers of Gods peop
for us. We need much help from on high-

REV. JOHN MORTON, of Tunapuna, sends
us the following note :— th

“ By the Presbyterian Witness of the 17 5
September, justto hand, I notice that an @ i
ditional fifty dollars has been contributed t0
ward the buildings in this district, makln,a
over three hundred dollars from Nova Scoti
since the beginning of the year. For ti® C“e
couragement of friends on that side of the
water, I beg to report that Mr. Wm. F. Bur®”
ley, of Edinburgh, proprietor of Orange Grov
and other estates, has very nearly duplicat®
“that lot,” bya contribution of two huﬂd’es
and fifty dollars for the same object. Account
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: for the year close Dec. 3ist, and perhaps

other friends whose business has prospered,
or whose fields have brought forth plenteously
may yet be able to follow the good example of
mol:f who have already come to our aid.
¥

ORDINATION OF LAL BEHARL
The following, by REv. K. J. GRANT, of

| Sen Fernando, will be read with interest -~—

“The ordination of Lal Behari, to which we

" looked forward with deep and prayerful inter-

est, took place on the 4thinst. All the Pres-
byterian ministers on the island, eight in num-
ber, were present. The day was favourable.
At 6:30 a. m. the people began to come in,
having just given up the day for this service.
In the audience all the other mission fields
were represented. At 10:30 the Presbytery
was constituted by Mr. Ramsay, the Modera-
tor, pastor of the Church established in Port-
of Spain, many years ago for refugees from
Maderia. As prescribed by Presbytery, Lal
Behari then delivered a sermon in Hindustani
to a most attentive audience, on Rev. 22 : 17,
‘The Spirit and the Bride, &c.’ I will not
outline the discourse, but will give a few
thoughts. ¢ Let him take, &c..Not enough to
hear about it, nor read, nor talk about it—He
must take. Soon the annual ship will be
leaving for India. Now it is not enough that
you wish to return home, not enough that the

I ship is seaworthy, not enough that a free pas-

i sage \yill be given to all who have been ten
" years in the colony—You must actually go on

board, you must commit yourself to the ship—
Soin taking the water of life. ¢Take freely.
Your thirst impels you to seek the flowing

. stream, but once there no price is demanded.

: Itis without money and without price.

No
testrictions are imposed as to caste. To you,
O men (says the blessed Saviour) I call—if
any man_thirst let him come unto Me and
dnnk.” No limitations as to supply. “ Open
thy mouth wide, and 1 will fill it”—To-day
you are freely offered living water. God and
man, the Saviour and the saved invite you to
¢ome and drink and live. Slight this invita-
tion, turn from the open fountain, and in a little
time you may be where you cannot get a drop
of water to cool your tongue. When the pro-
digal son came back we do not read that any
body stood on the hill’s side calling him away
from the swines’ trough, yet he arose and came
bome. We are invited and Christ waits for
you, will you come ? The elder brother frown-
¢d; not so our elder brother, who is ready to
embrace us.”

Such are some of the thoughts which I am
able to recall. Just before the ordination the
children of our Central School were led in by
the teacher—at that time there were about four

hundred in the church. The Moderator pro-
posed the usual questions and offered the or-
dination prayer in English and was followed
by Mr. Christie in Hindustani. In the _ame
language, the Clerk, Mr. Hendrie, who had
been seven years a missionary in Rajpootana,
addressed the newly ordained minister and
Mr. Falconer also in English. Mr. Morton
addressed the congregation and I led in pray-
er. The services throughout were appropriate
and impressive and all appeared to realize the
solemnity of the occasion. When the Pres-
bytery adjourned two high caste men who had
been under instruction, sought and obtzined
baptism, and before the audience withdrew
two others who had come above twelve miles,
were received into membership. It wasa high
day with us—We rejoiced before God. As I
cast my eye over that audlence I felt assured
that my young brother had the confidence and
the best wishes of all his countrymen present.
The truth from the beginning, that is ten years
ago, took a firm hold of his mind, he had won-
derfully clear conceptions of God’s method of
saving men. In every giscoursc he aimed at
making clear the way of life Christ, Christ
emphatically has been his theme in all his la-
bours. I know no one who has questioned
his sincerity. Let dear friends at home pray,
as we will not cease to pray, that he may be
clothed with humility, and realizing that his suf-
ficiency is only of God, labour in God’s
strength. In the meantime he is appointed
my assistant, and will live at the central
church. There are many reasons for this ar-
rangement, which I need not now specify, Of
this district I may say we have had trying dis-
couragements this year, and yet we do see
that the work is advancing. The Lord’s
mercies to us, the undeserving, are very great,
therefore will we hope in hii.’

Fudia.
LETTER FROM REV. J. F. CAMPBELL.

For the Record,

4 AM glad it is only in imagination you
el) have been left so long out on theroad
toHaselpur, just after turning off the well
made British road. 1liative roads are gener-
ally only tracks, though Isa. 40: 3,4,is frequent-
iy illustrated when a Rajah or British Political
Agent is about to travel over a road, as we
have found to our profit when coming soon af-
ter. Some of them are bad at all seasons and
probably all are bad in the rains. Yet some,
at certain seasons, are by no means unpleas-
ant for a tonga—a conveyance you cannot be
long here without seeing—a wonderful affair
for going over impossible roads, two wheeled,
the centre of gravity brought low by having
the seats (back to back hke those of a dog-
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cart) on what would be the floor of a dog-cart,
the feet coming down in frontand rear of the
axle. It has a removeable top for protection
from the sun or rain, and is usually drawn bya
pair of ponies, the poll attached to a cross bar
which is fastened to and plays on their sad-
dles, and it .nay or may not have traces. But,
after all, for our work I prefer the saddle gen-
erally. On it one can go almost anywhere, and
a pair of wallets, made for revolvers, but by
us used for weapons and ammunition of
adifferent kind,will carry, in addition to books
and medicines, a flask of lime juice and water
or cold tea and a lunch wikh a plaid or other
wrap strapped on above them.,

This little village, Bickowl, has a popula-
tion of about two hundred. On my first visit
to it I arrived about dark and caused a stam-
pede through some absurd scare about being
forcibly sent to Affghanistan as ambulance
bearers or the like. In aday or two I went
back in broad daylight and received a hearty
welcome. A wedding baking was geing on in
the court yard of the house to which I went,
where a number of people were gathered, and
I was carefully kept at a safe distance lest I
should defile the food ; but a seat was given
me under a shed at one side, where my little
congregation gathered round me. Thebread had
been kneaded into thick cakes, or slightly flat-
tened balls, and these were piled up on £kots
cots, or light native bedsteads covered with in-
terlaced cord. A great, long cowdung fire was
burning in the middle of the court-yard, and
when this had reached the condition of red
coals some of the men smoothed and arranged
it by means of sticks, and then, picking up
the cots like hand-barrows, emptied their con-
tents on the fire, the cakes were pushed into
position all over the coals, and, when cne side
was judged to be sufficiently baked, turned
over. I have never caten this kind of bread,
but their thin scones, or ckapatties, when made
simply with flour and water or milk, without

hee (melted butter), we prefer to our own

rcad. In the conversation before I left, onc
of the questions asked, was whecther 1
had originaliy been a Hinduor Mohammedan.
On our left, this large stonc dam is the work of
Maharaja Holkar, who has, by wells and tanks
greatly improved the value of land in different
parts of his state ; which just means, however,
more opium cultivated, more income for him,
and more injury to the consumers.

Here is HASELPUR, about cleven milesfrom
Mhow, a town of 4,000 or 5,000 I supposed,
till last census put it down at 2,209 ; but the
census is known to be far from reliable in these
native States, and scems widely astray here.
Riding through we reach our tent, which came
out before us and is under some trees on the
edge of the jungle. Itis 11 ft. square, with a
little bath room behind, but in it we stow bed,
wbles, chairs, boxes of books, medicincs,

clothes, &c., and have room for more. Dy
ing my stay here, early in March, 1881, a cow
was killed by a tiger one night, about a hun.
dred yards from the tent. I had ridden iny
Mhow that day, but next night just as T was
getting to bed there came a roar which sent 3
thrill through me. There was no great cause
for fear, however, except of my horse break.
ing loose through terror, for the beast had
merely come to finish his meal of the nigh
before, and carry off the remains for future
use, and this he continued doing tlaovugh
the night, roaring and growling in a manner
which would have been sufficiently alarming
if we had not known how he was engaged
Next morning I examined the place, and
from the size of his foot prints I suspect he
was a young animal, or perhaps only a leo
ard. In Hasclpur there is a school, smal
indeed for the population, but yet something
to be thankful for. At my first visit we had 2
meeting in it, in which the head official forthe
time, and another brahmin argued against me
with unusual bitterness, and this some of the
principal persons have continued to do, though
they seem more friendly than at first. On my
second visit however, two young brahminsof
good position aroused great hopes, for the
fulfilment of which, as in so many other cases,
I have yet to wait. One came running after
me when on my way to a smaller village, de-
claring his belief in our doctrine and his wish
to join me, and persisting, though I reminded
him of the hardships it would involve. Wt
parted with the understanding that he was t
come to Mhow, but hitherto he has failed to
do so, from the influence of his family I have
reason to believe. The other is one of the

rincipal men of the place. On my first 1isit
ie was quiet when the others were loud in
opposition. and on my second he openly de
clared himself an enquirer.  His 11} health,
the smallpox in his fainily, menticned in my
last, and other hindrances, have inter‘ered with
his coming to me as he promised, bt on my
last visit he professed himself to a large ex
tent convinced. Whether he will really come
to Christ or resist and smotner his convictions,
remains to be scen. But surely to mention
such cases is sufficient to secure their being
earnestly prayed for. The last time, he brought
to me another young brahmin te whom he
said he had been teaching these things, and
there were others also who seemed to give
hopeful signs, but of whom I can say nothing
more.

Lormosy.

¥ ’HE following extract from a letter from
L:;g Dr. Mackay, to the Secretary of the Wo- |
man’s Foreign Missionary Society, Kingston, |
will interest all :—

|
{
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~ Formosa, Tamsuti, Aug. 4th 1882.
M.Jqd bless you and the Woman’s Foreign
Issionary Society of Kingston, for providing
¥ a teacher. Depend upon it the money
Will be used according to the best of our judg-
Ment, for God's glory. We are back in our
d [sle again.” Mrs. Mackay teaches stu-
Sents every evening till 10 p. m,, in our house,
hhe has a ‘thousand things to tell the people
€re about many lands, and especially Cana-
Cor On the 26th ulto. we opened “ Oxford
Ollege ” and a hundred women were all day
around Mrs. Mackay. When she tells them of
Unday Schools, and ladies meeting to consid-
;r how to help them away out here, and of
lttle children giving their mite to help, &c.,
«Cy their eyes sparkle and they exclaim
1 Wonderful” At the opening of Oxford Col-
€ge, fwo Mandarins whom 1 invited, were
Present, Tt was a study to see them gaze at
1 € wives of helpers, converts, &c., in the Hall.
am sure they were amazed looking at so
oy bright, intelligent Christians, not afraid
0 mingle amongst all classes for worship. A
onth ago one of them called on us, and
Spent two hours conversing with Mrs. Mackay
aDout Western lands. These Mandarins never
ttended a Christian assembly before. Mrs.
- Is invited to pay them a visit. You know
€ must try to remove prejudices and not irri-
te. May every member of the Society do
€r duty as unto God, and by living near Him
ave the heart a/ways burning. Would to
f that fits and starts were done away with
Or ever, and one long, determined effort keep
Us all running the race.—G. L. MACKAY.

Missionary Ptems,

%HE MORAVIANS, or “United Breth-
ren have been celebrating the one hun-
dred and fiftieth year of their Missionary So-
Clety.  On the 21st August, 1732, the first
tWo missionaries were sent from Herrnhut—
€onard Doher and David Nitschmann, a pot-
€r and a carpenter. They left home at three
Yclock in the morning, each with a small bun-
dle iy his hand and something less than four
ollars in their pockets. The journey before
em was six hundred miles, on foot to Copen-
agen, and thence a voyage of four thousand
Miles to St. Thomas in the West Indies.  Al-
ough the population of Herrnhut has not at
Y time exceeded one thousand, and the cen-
8Us of the entire denomination in its three
Provinces, German, English and American,
Ves but a small aggregate, it now has in the
Oreign field 166 brethren and 146 sisters, 312
Wall. In the course of the one hundred and
h Y years, more than two thousand (2,219)
Ave entered the service, of whom twenty-nine
ve suffered a violent or untimely death.

The statistics of the three home provinces
gives less than 31,000 souls, so that not far
from one in every hundred of men, women
and children, are personally engaged in for-
eign mission work. Out of one little Moravi-
an community, that of Konigsfeld in the Black
Forest (Baden), numbering only 418 souls,
there are at the present time twenty-one per-
sons thus engaged. Two of the missions, that
in Labrador and that in the Western Province
of South Africa, are self supporting. If other
evangelical denominations had been giving of
their substance and their membership, in the
same ratio for the last century and a half,
there would not now remain an unevangelized
people on the face of the earth.

NEW GUINEA.—The progress of the Gos-
pel in New Guinea within the past ten years,
has been very marked. Port Moresby was
discovered only ten years ago, though the na-
tives of the whole island were before that
well known for their treacherous and murder-
ous propensities, but Port Moresby is now a
centre of Christian influence, a church of
seven members havingbeen formed last year,to
which number twenty were added last New
Year's day. Rev. Mr. Lawes, in the London
Chronicle, says that the new church building
erected by the natives, though unknown to any
order of English ecclesiastical architecture, is
often filled with a good congregation. Many
of the children can read and sing sweetly. He
speaks of the public prayers of the natives as
forming a most impressive feature of the
work. The aptness of their language and the
absence of formal phrases is very striking.
The little girls even sometimes conduct fami-
ly prayers with much simplicity and devotion.
There are now in New Guinea six principal
stations, with as many native teachers. With
the clearing of the bush the climate =ems to
have become more healthy. It w "2 New
Guinea, Kalo, about 50 miles from }-. wlores-
by, that the sad massacre of ten native mem-
bers took place in March of last year. It is
believed that the action of the British man-of-
war in inflicting punishment upon the leaders
of the attacking party has been productive of
good. The people recognize the justice of
the punishment, and so far from being fright-
ened away from the missionaries by the trans-
action, they seem to trust more firmly all their
promises. Eleven chiefs were present at a
religious service at Port Moresby on New
Year’s day, and each one said a few words.
Seven years ago many of them would not have
dared to enter the town. Whatever may be
said of them, they are no longer pirates and
murderers. Rev. Mr. Gill, of Rarotonga, re-
ports, that when the letters announcing the
martyrdom of their brethren arrived at Raro-
tonga, the usual May services were in pro-
gress, and the people were deeply moved. But
one young native rose and said : “ Some of
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ourdriends have fallen in New Guinea by the
hand of the heathen. It is well, because they
died on the field of battle, in the Master’s Ser-
vice. Their places must be filled up. Here
am I; send me in the place of the dead?” A
native teacher in New Guinea, writing to his
brethren, says : “ Young men, remember our
countrymen and countrywomen devoured by
the cannibals of the New Hebrides in former
years. Did they die in vain? Certainly not;
for many in these islands have since embrac-
ed the Gospel. It shall be even so in Kalo.
Kalo will yet embraee the Gospel of Jesus.

EGYpT.—The missionaries driven out of
Egypt by the late war have returned to
their posts and taken up their duties where
they left them, as nearly as possible. Messrs.
Alexander and Harvey, of the United Pres-
“byterian staff, arrrived in Alexandria Septem-
ber 13th, and went to Cairo as soon as the
railroad could be repaired and passes obtained.
They found the mission property unharmed
and the native members all safe. There was
great rejoicing among all sects over the end of
the war. The natives kept up their religious
meetings. Miss Whately (Anglican) has also
resumed her school work in Cairo. When the
war broke out, she had a daily attendane of
300 boys and 200 girls, of whom nearly two-
thirds were Moslem. There is a medical-mis-
sion in connection with this important school,
and it is expected that the demands upon its
resources will be very greatly increased.

AFRICA.—In pursuance of this purpose the
offer of Mr. Jas. Stevenson to connect Lake
Nyassa and Tanganyika by a road 200 miles
fong, and of a steamer {or the lake by Mr. Ar-
thington, has been accepted, thus securing at
an early day, direct connection with the mis-
sion, mostly by water by the way of the Zam-
besi and the Shiré. A road from the lake
eastward to Lake Moero is suggested to fol-
low. May God smile on these large and cost-
ly plans, and inspire the right men for the ar-
Xuous work. Tge Bible is wholly put into
eight African tongues, and partly into thirty-
four more, and the thirty-fifth is being prepar-
-ed for. It isthe Word that giveth light.

INDIA.—A missionary of the American
Board in the Madura District, India, has un-
der his sole charge fifty congregations, and
nearly as many prayer houses and school
houses. For the expenses of this work he
received from the Board last year $90, less than
$2 for each congregation. Some of the Chris-
tians in that region live on less than $6 a year
and yet give something for the furtherance of
the Gospel.

HawanL—Two native evangelists, who
have been described as the “ Moody and San-
key of Hawaii,” are traversing the Hawaiian
Islands, preaching the gospel among the na-
tives. Their labours have led, according to re-
-cent reports, to a great awakening-

A STRIKING INCIDENT.

Rev. C.f M. Southgate relates the follow?
in the ‘Monday Club Sermons’:—An Englis
actress, passing along a street one day, he
singing. She looked in at an open door lill"’l‘;l
a lilttle prayer meeting, and caught th
words :

‘Depth of mercy! can there be
Meroy still reserved for me ¢*”

She entered, listened awhile, then went
away, but the hymn went with her, She .
came a Christian, and determined to 133"e
the stage, but the manager would not releas +
her from fulfilling her engagement. The las
night she played with unusual brilliancy, 3%
at the close was called before the curtai®
Her contract was discharged ; she had ™
master now but Christ. Standing there, W*
clasped hands and streaming eyes, she san

‘Depth of mercy ! can there be
Meroy still reserved for me ¢

Can my God His wrath forbear,
Me, the ohief of einners, spare 1’

The audience was melted by the patheti
confession and plea, and many sought
same mercy.

e ———————————————
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PRIZE ESSAY ON MISSIONS.

PRIZE of one hundred guineas s offer-

W ed for the best essay in English on
'rHHE HEATHEN WORLD; ITS NEED OF
E GoSPEL AND THE CHURCH’S OBLIGA-
1 ON To suppLY IT.” The essay to contain
p:t less than 200 pages of 300 words on a
to%i’ and not more than 250 pages;
ble ¢ Jivided into chapters or sections, suita-
€ for publication, serially as well as in book
o, and to be transmitted not later than
Sth July 1883 to REV. W. H. WITHROW, D.

the Toronto. Open to any person residing in
N Dominion of Canada, or the Province of
¢wfoundland.

HE CONFESSION OF FAITH, with intro-
N‘(‘Ct:cn, by Rev. R. Campbell, M. A, of
Ontrea] :* William Drysdale & Co.,. Mon-
od l; price 10 cents. This cheap and handy
P Ition of the Confession of Faith is well
Minted and adapted for the use of pastors
teachers of Bible-Classes, and indeed to
others who would understand the princi-
S of Presbyterianism.
188 HE WESTMINSTER QUESTION Book for
ph.3a Published by the Presbyterian Board,
sh lla. is already out. Every S.S. Teacher
llnOuld have a copy of it. Itcontains an out-
cor, Of the lessons for the whole year, price 15
pxi,ts-' The WESTMINSTER TEACHER, same
Ublishers, price 60 cents per annum is one of
sc‘;‘mOSt valuable of the monthly Sabbath
Ia 00] helps for teachers and advanced scho-
cg&, Peloubet's Select Notes, and Dr. Vin-
ants Lesson Commentary, price $1.25, each
Bil‘;le come to be almost indespensible in the
req .. Class. These and all other S. S.
thq‘ll'a‘ltes may be had on favourable terms
fough James Bain & Son, Zoronto; William
K;)_’Sda.le & Co., Montreal, or McGregor and
Ight, Halifar.
ProfHE CATHOLIC PRESBYTERIAN.— Rev.
essor Blaikie, of Edinburgh, hasconsent-
Zinto continue the editorship of this maga-
Coe’ at least till the Belfast meeting of the
A Uncil in 1884. James Bain & Son Toronto,
Ig{ent for Canada; $3 per annum. THE
leITlSH AND FOREIGN EVANGELICAL RE-
fro., Price $2.00 per annum, may be had
M the same publishers.
ALF HOURS WITH THE LESSONS, for

le

2383 "The Prestyterian Board, Philadelphia,
e‘gh 475. Price $1.50. A volume of forty-

t short sermons on the subjects of the Sab-

bath-schoel lessons, by twenty-four prominent
ministers, which will be found useful by super-
intendents and Teachers. W. Drysdale & Co.,
Montreal.
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AS OPPOSED TO AGNOSTICISM, by James
McCosh, D.D.,L.L.D., Princeton, N. J., 1882,
p.p. 60. Carter & Brother, New York ; Wm.
Drysdale & Co., Montreal. Price 50 cis.

GEMS OF ILLUSTRATIONS FROM THE
WRITINGS OF DR. GUTHRIE. Funk &
Wagnalls, New York. Price $1.50
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Sydney, at St Andrew’s Ch., 31 Jan, IT a. m.
Truro, at Pres. Hall, 5 Dec,, 11 2. m.

Halifax, at St Andrews Ch., 14 Dec.
Miramichi, at New Castle, 16 Jan.

London, 3rd Tuesday in January, 2 p.m.
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REPRRENCES :—Rev. _Dr. Ormiston, New York:
Principal Dawson, LL.D., C.M.G., MYntreal : Rev. Geo.
Mllli%m, M_.A., Toronto; Rev. Dr. Mashews, Quebec:
Rev. D. Anderson, Levis.

All information in regard to the course of study,
terms, boarding, prizes, scholarships, &e., can be o
tained by application to the Rector,

JOHN M. HARPER, M. A., Quebec,
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KNITTING AND FINGERING YARN,
GUELPH, ONT.
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THE YEARS PASS ON.

“When P'm a woman, you'll see what I'll do!
I'll be great, and good, and noble and true !
I’ll visit the sick and relieve the poor—
No one shall ever be turned from my door;
But I'm only a little girl now.”
And so the years pass on.

“ When I’'m older I'll have more time
To think of heaven and things sublime ;
My time is now full of studies and play,
But I really mean to begin some day ;
I am only a little girl now.”
And so the years pass on.

“\When I'm a woman,” a gay maiden said,
“ Tl try to do right and not be afraid ;
I'll be a Christian, and give up the joys
Of the world with all its dazzling toys ;
But I'm only a young girl now.”
And so the years pass on.

“ Ah me !” sighed a woman grey with years,
Her heart full of doubts, and cares, and fears,
“I've kept putting off the time to be good,
Instead of beginning to do as I should ;
" 1t 'm an old woman now.”
And so the years pass on,

Now is the time to begin to do right ;
Zo-day, whether skies be dark or bright ;
Make others happy by good deeds of love,
Looking to Jesus for help from above ;
And then you’ll be happy now,
And as the years pass on.

GOD’S PEOPLE ARE PILGRIMS.

They have no city todwell in. Psa. cvii. 4.
God has prepared a city for them. Heb. xi. 26
This is not their rest, for it is polluted.
Mic. ii. 10.
They dwell in tents. Heb. x1. 9.
The Lord leads them in the right way.
Psa. cvii. 7.
They walk in the midst of trouble.
Psa. cxxxviii. 7
Wicked and viol: .. men seek to overthow
their goings. Psa. cxl. 4.
The Lord revives and save s them.
Psa. cxxxviil. 7.
They go from strength to strength.
Psa. Ixxxiv. 7.
They find streams in the desert.
Isa, xxxv. 6.
They abstain from fleshly lusts. 1. Pet. ii IL
They pass the time of their sojourning in fear.

L. 1. Pet. 1. 17.
Their affections are set on things above.
Col. iii. r2.

‘Their conversation is in heaven.
Phil. iii. 20.

They try to walk worthy of the Lord.
Col. i. 10
They shall come to Zion with songs.
Isa, xxxv. 10

ONE STEP AT A TIME.

I once stood at the foot of a Swiss mou®”
tain whieh towered up from the foot of th:i
Visbach Valley to the height of ten thousa .
feet. Itlooked like a tremendous pull to th
top. But I said to myself, “Oh, it will *%
quire but one step at a time.” Before suns¢
I stood on the summit enjoying the mag‘?’ht
cent view of the peaks around me, and 1§ e
opposite to me flashed the icy crown of the
Weissborn, which Professor Tyndall was th
first man to discover, by taking one step &
time.

Every boy who would master a difficult stl;‘;
dy, every youth who hopes to get on in !
world, must keep this motto in mind. th—‘:
the famous Arago was a school boy he g
discouraged over mathematics. But one Z
he found on the waste leaf of the cover of 1!
text book, a short letter from D’Alembert 0 |
youth discouraged like himself. The 351"“:
which D’Alembert gave was, “Go on sify
on.” “That little sentence,” says Arago, ‘ W-d
my best teacher in mathematics.” He d't
push on steadily until he became the gr eatesc
mathematician of his day by mastering ©
step at a time.

THE EARLIER THE EASIER.

An old man one day took a child on h‘:
knee and talked to him about Jes%%
and told him to seek the Saviour now, 370
pray to him and love him. The child k“:n
that the old man was not himself a Christ!
and felt surprised ; then he looked upinto -
old man’s face and said, “ But why don’t ¥°
seek God,” <ol

The old man was affected by the quest!®
and replied, “Ah my dear child, I neglect
to do so when I was young, and now my hed”
is so hard I fear I shall never be able.” Tor

Ah, my little reader, believe him ! o
day if ye will hear his voice harden not YC:O‘
hearts.” It will be more difficult to hear
morrow ; and weeks and months angi Yewﬂ;
hence, how high and strong a barrier oot !
gradually be rising between you and Chr®
Will you not resolve, “I will begin no¥ ¢
seek my Saviour !” Listen to the wordS all
Wisdom -—* They that seek me early 5
find me.”

THE THREE WHATS. o

Never forget the three whats, First. W‘lﬁy
from?  Secondly, What by? and thir®%
What to? What from? Believers afeb ?
deemed from hell and destruction. What tc))’ ?
By the precious blood of Christ. What '
To an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, @
that fadeth not away.
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A LETTER FROM REV. ]J. W. MACLEOD.—
Intimates his return from Barbadoes after eight
weeks absence,—much improved in heatlh,
“ We find meetings and schools in a good con-
dition, Annajee has been working faithfully
and well,”

AIMING RIGHTLY.—The Pastor of a very
small and poor congregation asked his people
to aim at $2.00 per family for the schemes of
the Church. The people responded, and the
object has been attained. If this congregation
isable to give $2.00 per family there is not a
congregation within the bounds of the General
Assembly that could not do the same thing.
¢ If this were done there would be no deficits,
no need of urgent appeals, no suffering from
unfulfilled obligations. If the poor congrega-

gations would come up to the average, and the"
rich give according to their ability, the Chijh
could greatly increase her Home and Foreig?
work. I always think it useful to give the
people something definite to aim at if they
would accomplish something definite. I b€
lieve that in nine cases out of ten failure O%
the part of congregations to do their share °f
the work of the church arises from negleet ©
sessions to tell them plainly what is expecte
of them. The churcg as a whole is respons!”
ble for so many thousand dollars: you aré
part of the church, and your share of the ’.eli
sponsibility is so much.” If the minister W p
waken the people’s interest, and enlist the!
sympathies and tell them what is expected o
them they will almost invariably do it.”
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