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ATLANTIC TREATY

n the North Atlantic Treaty

delivered by Mr. L.B. Pearson, Secretary of State

over the Trans-Canada lletwork

of the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation at 8.45 P.L.

Tonight in your newspapers you will have seen the text
of the proposed North Atlantic Treatye.
document. It has a brief preamble, and fourteen short clauses.
It is, however, a document of great importance. "V'hen it has been

It is a short and simple

of the free and democratic states

of the Horth Atlantic comrmnity will have promised each other to
work together in peace and to stand together in dangere.

The text may not have contained many surprises for you.

the first time, the general

principles upon which it is based have been freely discussed in
public now for many months. lembers of the Government, the press,
and the public generally, have considered this proposal for a
treaty from nmany angles. They know the gripping sense of danger
rhich has led the western nations to negotiate it. They lmmow also

sdered to mecet this danger. The

actual terms of the proposed Treaty do no more than put in precise

ctive action which we have been

nly a proposal. The text has been
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your representatives in Parliament

express their views about it. If

will be unanimously approved --

in Washington early in April at
After sipnature, it must be

ratified, The Canadian Government will not ratify this Treaty

consulted., The right of the

Canadian people to express through Parliament their view of
this important development 1n our foreign policy is therefore
fully recognised and fully protected.

It is now about nine months since representatives.of
a group of HNorth Atlantic countricss first met to prepare a

time the work of rebuilding

the western world, which had been successfully started, was in
danger of being destroyed by the forces of subversive cormunism

‘of militaristic expansionist

Russia. In Canada we realised that the lands of Viestern Europe
nmight be shut off from us by a sudden act of agression. These
lands are an important part of the free world to wvhich we belong.
They have nurtured our culture and buttressed our freedom. They

our supplies of material goods.

?hey have been the principal market for many of ocur exportse.
Most important of all, we have l1earned from hard experience that
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our national safety is closely bound up with theirs,

For these reasons Canada sent its representatives to.
the discussions which were taking place in Washington., . In these
meetings the terms of an agreement were worked out by which the -
free governments of the western world would work together to pro-
tect their common stake in peace and freedom. The governments
which have taken part in these discussions believe that by these

means they can make the cost of aggression so high for any possible.

disturber of the peace that he will not.venture on any act of
aggression, They belleve they can do even morec than this. They
have faith that by co-operating amongst themselves they can help
build a stable, prosperous, peaceful world. This is no mere
negative proposal for a defence alliance, It is meant to be the
beginning of a positive develcopment 1n co-operation --.eccnonic,
social, cultural -- amongst the free nations of the Atlantic
cormmunity. :

What are the States that will be asked to sign this
Treaty? Let me nome them for you: Belgium, Denmark, Cancda, .
France, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway,
Portugal, the United Kingdom, the United States. These twelve
states which border on the North Atlantic or which are close to
it, occupy a large area, They cormand large resources, and
their 'ndustries are well developed. They are inhabited by many
millions of people, znd these people are generally self reliant
and independent in spirit, Their association is a natural one
geographically. It is natural also because of .the common.
heritage they have -- in political and in social organization;
in culture and in religion, They can help one another in many
ways. Together they can restore the western world. Together
they can frustrate thc Soviet veto on peace. Together --
under the Treaty -- they can begin the building of the lNorth
Atlantic cormunity, based on a cormon tradition of liberty and
democracye. ' ,

_ Vhat will Canada be expected to do if we sign the
Treaty? The best answer to this question is to be found in
the text itself, Article 5 contains the most important commit-
rment. The States which sign this Treaty agree that "...an
armed attack against cne or nore of them shall be ccnsidered
an armed attack against them all", They also agree that if any
one of them is attacked, each will "assist the Party or Parties
so attacked by taking forthwith, individually and in concert
wvith the other Parties, such action as it dcems necessary,
including the use of armed force, to restore and maintain the
security of the North Atlantic areca", - If such an attack .
occurs =-- and with this Treaty that dread contingency is far .
less likely to occur =- no one knows what type of action will
be necessary to bring the aggressor to terms. Vhatever this
action 1is, we agree to play our proper part 1In it in co- '
operation with the other members of the group,

This by no means implies that we as a nation, will be
giving a blank cheque to others who will tell us what to do.
ot at all. On the Council vhich it 1is proposed to set up
under the Treaty, we shall have a voice in making any plans which
the group will jointly recommend to their governments, If there
1s an emergency, we shall have far more influence than wc have
ever had before in determining how this emergency shall be met,
If therec is no emergency, we shall through this proposed council,
be able to take part in the very significant measurec of economic
and social co-operation which is provided for under Article 2
of the Treaty.
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How does this Treaty protect Canada? We have learned in
two tragic and costly world wars that we cannot escape the con-
sequences when some great act of aggression takes place. We do
not forget the frightening time during the last war, when France
had been overrun and the German armies stood at the Channel., The

] Nazi was looking at the white cliffs of Dover =-- and beyond the

Atlantic waters. Our very national existence in Canada was at
stake. In the Spring of 1940 there were very few people in Canada,
or even in the United States, who did not dread the result for us
if the last outposts of freedom fell in Viestern Europe, Because
our safety 1s linked with that of our neighbours, we know that

the best way to keep the invader away from- our shores and the
hostile bomber out of our skies 1s to make sure that, if aggression
occurs, it is stopped where it begins., Ve know also that to avoid
war we rust build peace == actively, by working constantly with

our neighbours in the Atlantic community for the conditions in
which peace will exist, }

What about the United Nations? Nothing in this pro-
posed Treaty 1s In any conflict with the United Nations., Our
loyalty to that organization is unchanged. Our willingness to
carry out our obligations under its Charter continues. Our hope
that through the agency of the United Nations we shall yet achieve
universal collective security remains. Ve know, however, that
the United Nations cannot at the present time guarantee our
security. It would be madness to indulge in self-delusion and
to pretend it does, Ve must therefore take such interim measures
as we think necessary, with like minded peace=-loving states, to
gain the security the United Nations cannot now offer. But the
Treaty specifically states that the obligations, under the
Charter of the United Nations, of all those who sign the Atlantic
Pact remaln untouched, It is also provided that action against
an aggressor under Article 5 shall cease once the Security
Council of the United Nations has taken effective action to re-
store peace. The Charter itself specifically takes account of
the fact that arrangements such as the North Atlantic Pact may be
made by scme member states,

The proposed North Atlantic Pact does not undercut or
sidetrack the United Naticns. 1In fact, we believe that by con-
tributing to the stability and eccnomic recovery of our part of
the world, the members of this group of states strengthen the
United Nations. Certainly we shall try to bring about that result.

There are some hopeful signs on the horizon today.
The upheavals of a war, six years long and as wide as the whole
cilrcumference of the globe, left terrible problems and dangers,
But the world 1is slowly recovering. This recovery can be wiped
out, suddenly and- tragically, by scme rash act of aggression. The
North Atlantic Treaty will both help and protect our recovery,
It will help it by providing new channels for co-operation. It
willl protect it by demonstrating to any possible aggressor the
determinaticn of the freec peoples to resist,

For the people of the North Atlantic comrmunity, the

" Treaty 1is a new beginning., It carries the promise of greater

Security and fuller co-operation amongst the nations, It spans
an ocean to join two continents. It gives the many millions

of people who 1live in this area a chance to develop together
the principles and practices of international co-opecration,
under rules of law and conduct that are familiar to them. It

holds out the hope of freedom, order and progress in a peaceful
world,




