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ART. ‘XLIL—Case of Ingumal Hernia of
20; _/cars’ standmg, closed by inflamma-
",‘lum of the, Spcrmahc Conl, with the
. convcrswn of Hydroccle of the Cord
u,‘mto Hmmatocele, by W. H Hmcsron,

;M D., Edmburgh.

. The following somewhat curious . and
mstruchve case, may, I venture to lwpe,
prove interesting to some of the readers of
the British American Journal.

‘Thomas Kmnalrd, et. 39, a native of
Edmhnrgh, was on the 6th Nov., 1851.
admitted into Clinical Ward, No. 6, o[ lhe
Edmburgh Royal Infirmary, = =

. It appears from his statement, that in
the fall of 1831, about 25 years’ ago, his
attention was ‘drawn to the right mgumal
region, where hc observed a small tumor
about the size of a walnut This proved
o be* a herma, whlch at ﬁrst ‘caused very
Lule mconvemence, buit on’ its'i mcreasmrr
in s:ze, He was" advised bya strgeon lo
wear 3 truss. ‘ Thls he did, and f*om lhat
time to abmxt ﬁve moathis ago 'he 1 was un-
able to'do’ vith t\‘{(s support, for’ on re-
moval of the truss, the intestine would fall
down,but alwavs easxly retumed mto the
;éavnty, when pressute was made with the| .
fmgers, or, whe """
‘ was, assumed.
I About ﬁf(een years afro he observed a
5mall hard body on the lower part “of (he
Lright, tasucle, whscb conlmued gradually
to increase, and at the date of admlssxon
involved the whole testicle, which was
_ nearly three’ (ynmes “its. ongmal,,swe._. )
In the month of July last, about five
months prior to his admission into.the In-
‘firmary, he noticed a swellmg along the

very hot, and acutely pamt’ul, compellmn-
him to Jay aside the trn:s, and take'to his
bed. " In abouta weck or ten days, the
pain gradually subsidéd, but the- swelhng
still increased: "He then' preaented hlm—
self to Mr. Lizars, who introduced ‘2 tro~
char, and ‘drew off about half a pint of a
cléar, transparent, colorless liquid. The’
aperture soon closed; and 'he was afforded’
temporary relief. - In about three - weeks;’
however, this opetation required a repeti-
tion, when about the same quantity-of
fluid was withdrawn, in evéry respect re-
sembling “the: former. The. sac.wagain
refilled, and the. patient was-on Thursday,
Nov. 13th, brought into the- operating
Theatre of the Royal Infirmary. A trochar
was introduced by. Professor Syme, and a
fluid very different from the former was
poured out. It was'on this nccasion turbid
—and of a dark reddish bi6wn color. - The
§ | quantity withdrawn was about 6 0z." - Af-
ter evacuation of the fluid, there ‘was 'no
descent of the intestine, no - 1mpulse son
conghing. - The part was carefully éxam-
ined by Mr. ‘Syme, and - after the': svisit by

myself and others, butno lrace ofan’ open-

mgcould be found. .

B On Wednesday, Nov. 191h, the: pah‘ent

was “again ' brought into: the .operating
Theatre for removal of the testicle ;-but
previous :to 'the : commencement: of.- that

operation; an ‘incision was, ‘made down to,

and’ along ‘the. course- of::the - Spermatic
Cord. 'When' the knife' entered the.'part
‘which -had’ on’ previous: occasions : been
tappéd"‘ a quantity of fluid escaped, similar
to-that: of the: operationof Thursday.:. On
exammmg the intetior of the cyst; thiee

gourse of the Spermatic Cord, whlch was

large clols of blood; each about the size-of
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a shilling, were found. These were hard
and brittle. The testicle was then re-
moved, an incision was made along the
raphé of the scrotum, the knife entering
at the under surface of the root of the
penis : the knife with a circular sweep was
brought round from the under surface of
scrotum to meet the first incision, remov~
ing thereby, with the tumour, the integu-
ment which covered it. The operation
was concluded without any difficulty.
;Hemorrhage but trifling—patient under
nfluence of Chloroform.

Nov. 20th, the operation seems to have
given a considerable shock to the system,
has slept but little. The face is pale and
anxious, lips and tongue brown and dry,
the teeth are covered with sordes, pulse
86, soft and compressible, wound very red
and hot, causing considerable pain,

Nov. 25.—Feels somewhat better;
sleeps more comfortably at night ; tongue
still dry and brown ; there are two ulcers
on the left side, also in many parts of the
mucous membrane of the mouth, The
wound in the inguinal region is very deep
and gaping, an egg might with facility be
buried init. There is a considerable dis-
charge of pus, which is of a rather dis-
agreeable color.

It perhaps would he advisable fo place
the foregoing in such a shape, that the
principal features of the case might b-
seized as it were, at a single coup d’eil
and for thi- purpose I shall mention, Ist.
the Inguinal Hernia, which continned?
from the fall of 1851 to June of the pre
sent year, sendering the support of a trus
necessary. 2nd, That on the occurrence
of inflammation along the course of the
spermatic cord, the truss from its causing
considerable pain and irritation was thrown
aside. 3rd, That on the partial subsidence
-of the inflammation, the part was tapped,
and a clear, transparent, colorless fluid was
poured out, cleatly showing that it was a
Hydrocele of the cord. 4th, That on a
repetition of the tapping three weeks after,

the fluid was still of the same color and
consistence. 4th, That on two subsequent
repetitions of the operation the fluid poured
out was not clear, transparent, or color~
less, but of a reddish brown color. 6th, That
on searching in the cavity thus laid open,
three large clots of blood were found, prov~
ing beyond all doubt that it was a Hydro-
cele no lenger, but a Hematocele. Tth,
That after removal of the fluid no opening
could be discovered ; no protrusion of the
intestine when in the erect posture; no
impulse on coughing ; in fact, that there
was no Hernia. 8th and lastly, That the
tamor of the testicle commenced about
15 years ago, causing but little annoyance,
gradually increasing until the period of its
removal.

"Remarks I have but few to offer. We
have in the first place an inguinal Hernia
closed by inflammation of the Spermatic
Cord, the inflammation and subsequent
formation of Hydrocele most probably
cavsed by the pressure either of the inves-
tine or the truss against the cord, thereby
obstructing the free circulation of the blood
in its vessels. And in the second place,
the conversion of a Hydrocele into a He-
matocele. The first may, from the ana-
tomy of the parts, be satisfactorily ‘ac-
counted for, although the majority of those
present considered the inflammation of the
cord and subsequent formation of Hydro-

5| cele, as caused by, and dependent on, the

tumor of the testicle, and, in fact, for that
reason was it removed. In the’ second
place we have a Hydrocele becoming a
Hematocele ; this, as far as I am aware,
is a point still undetermined in surgical
pathology, nor am I warranted, either by
experience or research, in ngmg an
opinion.

Edinburgh, Nov. 27, 1851,
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ART. —Infinitesimal Doses ; a no-
tice of Homaopathy, and its Doctrines,
by D. MacCarivy, M.D., M.R.C.S.
Eng.

' (Continued.)
2nd, Because the theory advanced,

in support of their mode of aclion is

clearly false and untenable.

Who, that has ever bestowed a se-
rious thought on the subject, has not
been deeply impressed with the fearful
responsibilities which rtest on him who
adopts medicine as a profession, and makes
its practice his daily pursuit and calling.

His fellow men, confidingly trusting in
his professional knowledge, his discretion,
judgment and skill, unhesitatingly place
that which they value beyond all price—
their own health, and the health of those
whom they love, under his care and sur~
veillance. Such a one, if he duly appre-
ciates the important position he occupies,
as an allowed dispenser of health and hap-
piness to those around him, will never al-
low himself to adopt novelties of practice,
which usually experience an ephemeral
existence, without rigidly examining all
the claims which their advocates put forth
as entitling them to the consideration of
the medical profession. The mere ipse
dizit of an interested party, as to the suc-
cess of the new practice,~—the hackneyed
and sickening cry of ¢ the uncertainty of
medicine?? will produce no effect on him,
He cannot conscientiously adopt any new
plan of treatment, unlessit commends itself,
alike in theory and practice, to his mind,
Wete he to do -otherwise, and embrace
every wild and extravagant system, which
puts forth claims to consideration and
adoption on the score of the certainty of
cure to'be effected in every diseased con-
dition of the body, through its application ;
there is no'medical heresy extant, from
that of Halinemann and Priestnitz, down
to Morrison and Holloway, but which he

would feel beund to adopt.

" Hahnemannism, in commen with other

systems of quackery, while dealing
largely in theory, declaims against
any objection being made to it on
account of the incomprebensibility or
fallacy of its theories. = We contend,
however, that where medicines are
employed in quantities so widely dif-
fering from those employed in ordinary
praclice, some satisfactory, or, to say the
least, plausible explanation of their action
should be given, to at all authorise a phy-
sician to depart from a safe and long-tried
practice, and submit his patients to a series
of experiments with novel, and, what must
appear to him, supremely ridiculons quan-
tities of remedial substances.

The ¢ Sage of Coethen, in the twenty-~
second aphorism of his ¢ Organon” dis~
tinctly lays down his theory of the action
of Homeopathic ieredies. The italies
are ours. ¢ The curative powers of medi-
cines are therefore grounded upon the
faculty which they possess of creating
symptoms similar to those of the disease
itself, bul which are of a more intense na-
ture. It necessarily follows that disease
cannot be destroyed or cured in a certain,
radical, prompt, and permanent manner,
but by the aid of a medicine, which is ca-
pable of exciting the eatire group of symp-
toms which bear the closest resemblance
to those of the disease, bul which possess a
still greater degree of energy.”’

He regards disease as 2n immaterial es-
sence, a ¢ dynamic power”—or force,
which, interfering with, and disturbing
the vital powers, gives rise to various
symptoms. . This force, be it remembered,
then, is capable of interrupting tbe heal-
thy processes, and inducing all those aber-
rations from 2 normal state in the various
organs and parts of the body, which, under
the name of signs and symptoms authorise
us in pronouncing that disease exists.
¢« Medicines possess a spirilual virtue?—
a force, ¢ by which they can modify the
state of the human body and evea cure.

disease.”’—(aph. xv.) ' Here, then, we
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‘have two forces : - the: < dynamic morbific
“power,” and the medicinal force ; the lat-
ter distinctly stated to be the more power-
ful one of the two. If, therefore, the
-lesser power can affect the healthy sys-
‘tem in such manner as to produce all those
visible and cognizable -phenomena char-
“acteristic of disease, surely the greater
-power is capable.of inducing equal, if not
more. marked depariures from a normal
state of health.” Thia is clear and axXio—
matic; and it will naturally be supposed
that Hahnemann .would keep it rigidly
in view.- Listen;.- then, -to tiie words of
the ¢ Sage.” ¢ When-a perfect homeo-
pathic remedy - acts upon the body, it is
" nothing more -than symptoms - analagous
to those of the disease labonng to sur-
mount and annihilate these latter by
usurping _their place. The rcmammg
sympioms caused by ile medu:mal sub-
stance, which are often numerous and
correspond in no respect with the existing
malady, scarcely ever show themselves.
» + ¢ » » « "«lnfacl, it is scarce-
Iy possible for.the symptoms of the medi-
cine to cover those of the malady ‘with as
much precision as a triangle would do, in
tegard ;to another which is .possessed of
angles and sides that are equal to its own.
But these. differences whxch are of little
importance, in a case which, ermmates in
a short time, are easily eﬂ'aced by, the ener-
gy.of the vildl principle> * * * * *
S dn artzﬁczal disease, rather more intense
s, substzluted in lhe j)lacc of the natural
one. "The orgamsm no longer suffers but
from the former affection, whlch by rea-
sou of its nature and the mmuleness of the
dose by’ whith it was produccd, soon yields
io'the effects of the vital force {o" restore
Me ‘nbrmal state.? (Orga'non, A}rh
cxhx, cl and cclxxx )

- Admlthn« hns explanatmn of the nature
of-disease- and the- operation of remedies,
to be correct, we put it to every candid
and intelligent mind; if the above quota~
tions - do not- present an exquisite speci-

men of contradictions speciously dressed
up in the garb of sound and truthful
reasoning 2. The nafural disease, or lesser
force excites visible symptoms ; bul, the
symptoms of the .medicinal disease, or
greater force, which overcomes the former
in virtue of the greater intensityof its
action, ¢ scarcely ever shew themselves.”
.The lesser force always disturbs the vital
force and often extinguishes the vital prin-

ciple; but, the greater force is ¢ casily

effaced by the energy of the vital pranci-
ple,”? and ¢ soon yields (o the efforts of the
vital force.”, Truly, the profundlty of the
“Sage” is deserving of our deepest'ad-
mnrahon' And it is to conclusnve
reasonmg” such as thls, and in abundance,
that the enquirer into lhe truth of the
:.ystem of mﬁmlesnmals, 15 treated in the
“ immotal Organon ;7 a species of reason-
ing, whnch, according to Dr. Black, ob-
tained for Hahnemann thc appcllahon of
« that rare double-head P71« Who,” de-
mands ‘Locke, ¢ can reason&b!) expect
arguments and conviction from him, in
deahng with olhers, whose understandmn
is not accustomed fo them in hlS deahng
with hlmself'?” :

3rd.—-Because tiw end 'wluch Halmc-
mann prafessed to obtain by o zlufalzon
and atlenuation of ‘remcdles, is, contradzcl-
ed in his own writings, and ﬂmse of Ius
followers.

There isa class of persons, in.as, well
as out of the profession, of a certain, men-.
tal calibre,; persons of a prying inquisitive
disposition,- who mistake their promptings
{o become scquainted with everylbing
new, for an earnest desire to extend. theit
Enowledge. and arrive at, the - truth,of all
things ; persons, who enthus:ashcally sup-

| port each novelty. in the practice of medj-

cine as. it appears, .be it Perkinism;,  Mag-
netism, Electro.on!ogxsm, Hahngmann:;
ism, Priestnitzism, or:any, other:ism ! per-
sons who talk by the hoor on, what they:
magniloguently . term ¢ abstruse gques-
tions;* that is, questions, the solution of
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which,.-under the present “extent  of -our
knowledge, cannat. st all be determined ;
persons who truly love mysticism for iis
owe sake, to whom' the attenuations, tri-
turations and mysterious shakings of
homeopathic remedies possess a peculiar
charm. But. few out of this class, we
imagine, will regard the directions to be
attended fo, as laid down by.the ¢ rare
docble-head,”” and ‘his followers, for.the
'purpose of developing the peculiar virtue
of medicines, otherwise than as an insuit
to the, common-sense of the reader, and
wonhy oaly of a place among the formule
of the proféssor of the occult sciences, and
an embodiment in some antiquated work
on the Black Art and Divination.

- ¢¢ Of homeopathic. remedies,” directs
Halinemann in his Treatise on Chronic
Diseases, ¢ take one grain of those which
are solid, or one drop of those which- are
liquid ;- put this small- quantity on about
the third:part of 2 hundred grains of sugar
of milk, in a porcelain capsule that.is:not
glazed, then mix the medicine and sugar
of milk fogether for a.moment with a
spatula of bone or homn and pound the
whole strongly durmg siz minutes. The
mases is‘then detacned from the bouom of

_ the capsufe and pestle dzmng four mmules
in ox'der that it may be “perfectly homo.
geneous, and then riib-down afresti during
siz. minules with equal force.. Collect the
wholeof the powder- into ‘a body during
Jour mintites;then add the second third
portion.of the sugar of milk; ¢ and mix
the.whole for an insfanf with'a spatula ;
themw tritutate with force for siz mnutes
anid’so'it proceeds to the-end of the chapler
~mixing for an mstunt\‘scmpmg for four
mmutes, and rubbin g down for'siz mmutcs.

*"Carefitlness in the preparahon o med:-
cines i bxgbly commendable, and ‘were
tiie ob]ect of the hahinemannist limited to
the obtenhon of pure remedxes, we mwht,
pe;chance, merely “smile’ at”. the" ‘Tigid
zactiess: with - Whmh the time fo be
;i/evoted to, and muscuiarslrength expend-

ed in, mampulahon is -Taid down ; but,
that something ‘more is inténded to be si~
cured by those precantions, will be evident
from the following. -é When I make use
of the word mtzmately, I mean {o say that
by shaking a drop of medicinal liquid with-
an hundred drops of alcohol once——that is.
to say, by taking the phial in the hand
which contains the whole, and imparting
to it @ rapid motion by a single powerful
stroke of the arm descending, I shall then
obtainm an exact mixtare of them ; but that
two, three, or ten such movements would;
render the mixture much- closer—that is
to say, they would develop the medicinal
virtue still . furthery, making them, as it.

| were, more potent, and their. action on the

nerves much more penetratmg. Ip: pro-
ceeding, therefore, to the dilution of: m&-.
dicinal substances, it is wrong to give the
twenty or thirty successive ~sa:lenuating
glasses more shan- two shakes, whers it is.
merely intended £ develgp the power of the
medicine-in-aiuoderale degree. roe L

T!:e hommopauu mcdm:\e! acqiire G
edch division or dilution o néw’ degree of
power by the rubbing or shaking’ tlzey tn-
dergo, a means of developinig the inkerent
virtues' of medicines, that-’ was: dn="
known till.my time; and which: is s
energetic, that latterly, I kave been forced
by exper ience: to reduce: the' number . of.
shakes to two, of which:T Sormerly pres=.
cribed. ten to each dilution " (Orgonon,
Note te¢ Aph, cclxxviii and celxxxve--. - -

Here, then, it 1s clearly and succinetly -
stated, that the object in affixing limits-to
the. txme to be expended on tntnratnon,and
to the mxmber of shakes to be ngen at

N

that each attenuatwn may be tegarded as_
an absolute mcrement of power. . Conse-
of power from the first !e the Jast aitenua-
tmn—from the tcnth to the decdlumth af a-’
gram.A -This view of Hahnemann’s. is.
either openly or facitly agreed to, by
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Black, Dunsford, Curie, .Kar! Lufher,
Everest, Jahr and Van Bonninghausen.

;. One-fiftieth part of a grein of aconitine
is a'dangerous dose, when administered to
g healthy individual ; and if the regular
practitioner wished to administer the me-
dicine’ with safety to his patient, he would
decrease its power by atlenuation, probably
shaking it frequently while doing so. But
according to Hahnemann there would be
a regular increase of power with each at-
tenuation and each additional shake. How,
then,-we ask; can homceopathists- admi-
nistér:this medicine in millionth and decil-
lionth -parts of a grain, which produces
dangerous symptoms when given in doses
of one fiftieth part of a grain? On!
says:Di’ Dunsford, ¢ the doses-preseribed,
are so minule that, if they should not cure,
at-least they cannot injure.” "¢« High
attenuations,’ says Black, ¢“do not always
exercise an effect upon persons in health,”
*.:%..® -« the difference .of dilution is
really very imperceptible,and the 30tk suc-
ceeds gs well gs the 3rd.> * *. = °
“ Many,” says, Cune, who recommended
hzgh attenuations and few repetitions, have
been obhged to have recourse lo more
powerfui .and more frequent doses.>..

“Rau, ‘Kramer, ‘Werbe¥, Griessilich,

Schreen; Elwert, }Egldl, Mauller; Trinks, |-

Simpson, and many ‘others, have success-
fully ;proved, that-by the low dilulions
they curéd diseases which had suffered no
change by the employment of lfze hzgh
01193-”.;": .

To Justxfy S0 palpable an attempt
to bolster upa ‘weak’ caluse, by setting
reason and common sense at deﬁance, it
would devolve on the hahnemanmst to
prove, ‘that’ up to the present " the world
has heen laboting under a wrong' impres-
sion as to the'nature of the idea which the
term ¢ ccntrad:chon,” is intended to conv
vey that, instead of Tegarding the term
it'ag representmg the’ idea of an opposite
to’ some stitement already made, it should

be locked-upon as representing an. iden-
tity with that statement. R L
In one place Homeepathic writers, con-.
trast the ¢ large dose *? of the profession
and its <¢ distressing effects,” with the in~
finitesimal dose and its insensible opera~
tion; and in another, they descant most’
eloquently on the "vast development of-
power, which - takes place with every
shake and at each attenuation of the re=
medy. In one and the same sentence,
they state, that, ¢ many who recommend-
ed high attenuations have been obliged to
to have recourse to more po'werfu! doses ;7
that is, according to one view, the ¢ more
potent?? d ynamizations < whose actions on-
the nerves are the most penetrating,” for
the first attenuations, which, according to
the 'same view must be considered less
active, but which are stated above to be,
“ more powerful.” The greater.for the
lesser, and the lesser for the greater. :The:
substitution is not te be regarded, however,
as the terms appear to be synonymous -in.
Hahnemasnism. B
(’I‘a be conunued) Clta

ART. -—Terrestrial Magnetism 3
a Lecture delivered before. the. Mecha-.
nics’Institute at Toronlo,Nov. 22,1851, )
by Capt. J. H. Lerroy, R.4., F. R S.. -

How surely. there is a fulness. of .time:.
for each onward step of human knowledge:
before which, should it. by ehance :be:
taken, it nevertheless leads. to’nothing. .
With how much justice, therefore, all true:
knowledge has been declared to be, in.its-
degree, revelation, is a reflection:;which
is often forced upon any one who endea-
vors to account for the astonishing .in-.
stances the history of science presents, of
abortwe and barren dlscovery. Terrestrial
magnehsm adds_one more to the many .
illustrations whlch may be found in that
hxstory, of the truth'of a remark whnch a.
wise and thoughtful’ writer, (er Francls;
Palgrave,) puts_into. the mouth of . the.,
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great friar. «Maz,™ says Bacon, in one
of his imaginary collogaies with Mareo
Poio, ¢ Man may pass the torch of science
from hand to hand ; but he must always
recollect that the light is darted fom
above ; he cannot steal the sacred fire; he
canreceive nothing, excépl itbe given from
heaven” Who can tell what the ‘result
might have been, if Aristotle, instead of
contenting himself with that bare know-
ledge that the loadstone attracts iron,
Wwhich is said to appear in his works, had
tried those simple experiments which
every school boy now knows how to make,
and had giveni'a compass to the fleet of
Nearchus; or if Pliny, four centuries
Iater, instead of Tepeating extravagant
fables about its wonderful properties,
had exercised as much ingenuity as
the Chinese did before his time, and had
given to the West that discovery of the
Polarity of the Magnet, which the Kasy
knew not how to appreciale. But (his
was not {o be. The acuteness of Aristotles
the industry of Pliny, wanled that light
which guides our researches at this day.
.- % Professing themselves wise, they be-
came fools,’” by making the human intel-
lect ratherthe arbiter and judge of nature,
than her humble and teachable disciple 5
and. thus it was, that facts: upon, the very
threshold-of which they stumbled, remain-
ed, with all their consequences, concealed
from" them, and Iost:to mankind for.a
thousand years. - .
-1 sy a‘thousand years ; more than'that
time eldpsed before the immédiate conge-
queiices of those properties of which Aris-
totle‘the’ Greek philosopher was not ‘igno~
rant}-¥hich Pliny, the Roman naturalist,
récords, weté dinily pérceived in‘ Burgpe.
The eatliest mention in"European litera-
turé of the’ property of magnelizéd steel of
pointing to-the fi6ith; has been found in g
Fredch romanee; by Guizot-dé Provence 5
writtén % Kitle' before tlie "yeat - 1800;
Roads as‘straight’ as” dn drfow had besi
carried over hill and dale, “througli many

a mile of forest and morass :. tbei_lir's't,and
the second crusades had found their. pvayi
to the Holy Land; .Durham Cathedral,
Winchester Cathedral, and many another.
noble building, had been. _traly  placed
where ils east window should drink, while
the world lasts, of therays of the rising
sun, before the” compass, that simple in-
strument, had been brought to the aid of
the brave hearts that divécted the one, or
the skilful hands that reared the other.

Early in the 13th century, then, was
the éo'mpasé first known, and, in the same
centuty, was its variation from the frue me-"
ridian also known. If this be‘correct, the
knowledge, like much other knowledge
before the invention of printing, must
have been fo0 much confined to do' real
benefit to the world:: ‘Every one who-has.
read the delightful Life of Columbus, by
Irvine, will recollect that, two or three
centuries later, that is to- say,in his- first
voyage in 1493, thatfact was equally new
to him and to' his seamen. o

« In the evening,” says his biographer,
“on the 13th September, being about 200
leagues from the island of Ferro, Colum-
bus for the first time noticed the variation
of the compass. He perceived about
nightfall, that the needle, instead of point-
ing to the North star, varied about half-a
point, or between five and -six degrees to
the North-west, and sfill more on the fol-

_{lowing morning; - S(rixck'with this cir-

cumstance, he observed it atfentively for
three days, and found that the variation
increased as he “advanced.”, He: then
proceeds to tell us how this unwonted cir-
cumstance_soon attracted the ‘att'cquipix_ of
the Pilots and crew - of. the ' Santa ‘Maria,
and how'it tasked all' the ingenuity and
influence of Columbus to'allay their supor-
Stitions fears. Heé might, indeed- have
givéen--them~the. noble reply which his
codnfryman; “Nicuesa, once gave to'an
é.st'fd}ogér, ¢ That ke  had less’ confidence
in the'stars thar in him:who made them.?
Comp: of “Colum:, - p- 84 " He résorted
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instead to a theory which pacified them,
if it'did not satisfy himself, « That it was
the star, not the compass, that had changed
its position !1?> Here then, we have reach-
ed a starting point for terrestrial Magnet-
ism as a science of observation, namely,
at that period of history when it first
became a familiar fact in men’s knowledge
of the globe they inhabit, that the com-
pass does not point, in most places, truly
to the North, but deviates to the East or
West of the true meridian, according to
certain symmetrical, but complicated laws.
I am unable to state at what date tue first
authentic observation of the amount of the
variation was made. Probably, however,
the observation made at Paris in 1541,
was one of the very earliest. The com-
pass then pointed 7° East ot North, in the
neighborhood of that city. The earliest
ubservation in London, was in 1580, when
the varialion was found to be 11° East.
From that period, observations of tolerable
accuracy became sufficiently numerous to
have enabled the celebrated Swedish
philosopher Hanstein, several years ago,
to construct charts, shewing the variation
over a large part of the globe, at a
number of epoclis, beginning as early as
the year 1600, .

(Some diagrams copied from Hanstein’s
Variation Charts, were here exhibited,
for the purpose of shewing, thus early in
the subject, one of its most remarkable,
and at present most inexplicable features,
namely the aiteration which the magnetic
condition of every point on the-earth’s sur-
face undergoes, in the course of no very
long periods of time. This alteration, or
secular change, as it is called, takes place
equally in the force of magnetism, and in
the angle in which that force acts, (called
the dip, or inclination;) but the variation
baving been the longest observed, its
changes are best known.)

In the year 1600, the needle pointed to
the frue north at every point situated
along a curve which would be found
pretty nearly, by holding one end of a
thread on a map, at the island of Trinidad,
the.other.end about the middle of the

Gulf of Guinea, and drawing out the
centre, in a long loop or oval, as far as the
parallel of 70° on the coast of Norway ;
This was the line of no variation, or the
line which separates on the surface of the
sphere in this Hemisphere, those regions
in which the needle points East of North
from those in which it points West. In
the year 1700, by what Sir John Herschell
has termed the absorption of this oval into
another system, the line possessing this
remarkable property was found, forming a
simple curve, sweeping from the coast of
South Carolina across the Atlantic, fo a
point a little westward of St. Helena,
and then proceeding in a direction nearly
south. In 1787 the centre almost touched
Cape St. Roque, and at the present zime
its situation is far within the continent of
South America, while its northern branch
passed over Toronto about twenty years
ago. But this is not the only line on the
globe along which ths needle has no va-
riation. There is another of a much more
intricate character in the’ Eastern Hemis-
phere. Commencing near the North
Cape, it descends through Russia, Persia,
Tartary, Bokhara, encircles our Indian
possessions, thence sweeps hack to the
heart of Siberia, with a second curve des-
cends through the China seas, and with a
final inflexion in the Eastern Archipelago
departs without further eccentricity to the
Scuthern pole. It would ecomplicate
the map too much, were I to draw
on it the lines at which the varia-
tion is 1%, 2°, and so on ; but, while we
are on this subject, there are two other
peculiarities of the variation lines, so re-
markable that I must briefly advert.to
them. I mean the system of closed circles,
or ovals, represented by these two rings,
one in the Eastern part of Siberia,and one
in the Pacific. At every point in-the
Siberian circle, the needle has 6° of west
variation, at every point in the other,
(which encircles the Marquesa group,) it
has 5° of east variation. In the former,
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-the variation decreases in coneentric ovals
or what are motre or less so, until we reach
the line of no variation. In the latter it
increases in the same manner up to the
line of 10°, which is no longer a closed
oval, but returns in two long branches to
the opposite magnetic poles.

Of course, what is said of the changes
of the lines of no variation, applies equally
to all lines of variation, which, with more
or less parallelism, surround them. These
also change their position, almost as cir-
cles in the water meet, and absorb or neu-
tralise or dislocate one another. If I were
to draw them here for two distant epochs,
you would scarcely perceive the least re-
semblance. Since Capt. Bayfield survey-
ed the Bay of Toronto, the variation has
changed here from East to West. I have
mentioned that it was 11€ East in London
in 1580. It was 00 there in 1657, and it
is now 242 West, but evidently returning
again towards zero. Thus, the line of no
variation which passed over London in
1657 passed over Toronto about the year
1850, and is still journeying here to the
West.

The science of Terrestrial Magnetism,
then, avoiding that error of cominencing
at the wrong end, which has been detri-
menial to so many enquiries, aims, first,
at a correct knowledge of these strange
and interesting facts respecting the magne-
tic condition of the globe ; and, secondly,
at a theory which will correetly account
for them. Hitherto, I have referred only
to the variation, not only because that was
the fact easiest 'to discover, and in conse-
quence the first to be studied, but because
of its practical importance to navigators
and suweyors. It was ‘very early obser-
ved, however, that if the needle is not
every where attracted to the true North,
50 nenher is its natural position 'that in
which we'see it in compasses such as this.
The attraction of the earth in this'hemis-
phere pulls the North end down, and
whenever a needle is so balanced as {o be

at liberty to obey that attraction, it ase
sumes a position more or less inclined to the
horizon. This new fact, the Dip of the
Needle, as it is called, is commonly said
to have been first observed by Robert
Norman, a maker of instruments in Lon~
don, in the year 1576, and he found the
angle there to be about 72°. Long before
the Royal Society was founded, before
England boasted of an observatory, while
most men still believed the sun to move
round the earth: and while our great
Queen Elizabeth had to send to Holland
for the commonest produce of the garden,
did this ingenious London Mechanic, not
only invent an instrument, rude, perhaps,
but identical in principle with the one
before you on the table. But he did much
more : he put it into the hands of various
mariners frequenting the Port of London,
and learned from tkeir observations, what
his own could not have taught him, how
that the angle of-Dip diminished as they
went southward in their voyage. How,
when their Astrolabes told them that they
drew near fo the Equinoctial line, the
needle dipped not at all ; and how, when
they had passed it, the end which was
before the highest began in turn to dip,
while the other rose above the horizon.

In less than a century after Vasco de

Gama first sailed round the Cape of Good
Hope, did English seamen follow in his
track, with instruments not unlike, and
purposes the same, as those with which'in
our own time, on a far grander scalel
admit, Govemments have made it a great
thing to equip them. Bearing in mind
that the meaus of this delicate expenment
were invented and furnished by a prxvate
citizen of T.ondon, whose best implement
we should probably think only fit for a
museum ; we must, I think, admit that
we are notin all respects so much'in ad-
vance of our ‘ancestors as we are somewhat
too ready to believe.

TA map was then veferred to, to point out
the line along which, at the present day,
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the needle has nowhere any dip; itis an
irregular curve cutting thé equator in two
pomts. It is somewhat curious to remark
also that it cuts' the lines of no variation
in four points. That is to say, there are
four points in the Globe where the needle
has neither dip nor variation. What a
very erroneous notion of Terrestrial mag—
netism might people have arrived at who
began to study it at either of these points!}

There remains one more circumsiance
in the earth’s magnetism to which I must
refer, before proceeding to the recent his-
tory of the science. I mean the varying
amount of the force by which a needle is
attracted to the north. Master Robert
Norman, from his workshop in Cheapside,
might devise an instrument to measure the
dip, and even find seamen who would
bring lLim home observations from the
most distant shores of India ; but the idea
of counting the vibration of the needle
could not have occurred tohim. Galileo’s
discovery of the equal times in which the
vibrations of 2 Pendulum are made was
then too recent to be known to him,_ nor
was it till a century later that Newton
demonstrated ‘that the time in which the
vibrations are made is a measure of the
force by which the pendulum is brought
to rest.

].‘.very body knows that if we dip a
magnet info iron ﬁlmu—q
chleﬂy if not enhrely at !he end. TItisat
”lhese exfremities of poles that the force s
chxeﬂy exerted. Just in"the same " way
does the éarth attract a magnetnc needle
with the greatest force near its oivn poles,
and with theleast near the equator, and
this, -afthough an obvious and almost ne-
cessary consequence or rather cause of its
other properties, was discoveted so long
after them, that at the beginning of the
present century it was not altested by any
published observation. I might indeed
say more: the very fact was denied by
no less an authority than Cavendish, who
affirmed that the force of the earth’s at-
traction was every where the same.

Ten years ago, when' one of the greatest

the_y adliere |

prozioters of magnetical science; I mean
Colonel " Sabine," set to work 1o "collect all
the observations that had been made-up
fo that time, lie was able to assign the
force at 670 stations on the globe, and at
the present time their number must amount
to thousands. And, now it may be asked,
how can this force, which, we say, at-
tracts a magnetic needle, be measured at
all. Every one knows how, by referring
a compass to the sun at noon, or to -the
pole star, or in some similar way, the
variation can be ascertained. Every one
can see how by an instrument in which
a needle is balanced on a horizontal axis
instead of a pointy—the inclination below
the hotizon, or the dip is observed. But
it is not so obvious how this minute force,
even admiiting its existenee, can be com-
pared and measured. To make this clear
we must refer to the Pendulum again.
Why does a Pendulum after a certain
number of vibrations come to rest in a Ithe
directed to the centreef the earth. Every
one will answer ¢because the force of
gravity altracts it in that direction.”
Why, then, does a pendulum which
makes 86,600 vibrations in a mean solar
day at the equator, make S6 5935, in the
same interval in London, and 86, 623 at
the poles. The answer is equally ob-
vxous, that in London, and still’ more at
lhe poles, its motion is acceleraled it is
drawn to its position of rest by a stronger
force than ‘at. the equator, and makes its
oscillations in a less lime; or what is, the
same thmc, mahes more ‘of them in"a
given time. This was very early under-
stood, andlong before the application of
the idea was possible, owmv to the great
perfection of workmanslup required, it
was proved that to count the number of
vibrations made by a given pendulum ina
day would be the best and sxmplestme(hod
of ascertaining how much the lorce of
gravitation varies from the Equator to tha
Poles:

Now, all that Ihave said of the foree
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of grav:tatxon is true of the force of mag-
netlsm, and we have only to make a Mag-
nefic Pendu um, to be able to measure the
vanahous of that force in the same way.
Such a pendu[um is this:

If I set this dipping needle in motion,

you see that it continues to vibrate until

brought to rest by the force which attracts
it back:to its natural position.
ago, did 2 young German naturalist, who
was going te South America, provide him-
self with such a needle. He found that
it made 245 vibrationy in ten minutes at
Paris, and only 211 at a certain spof in
Peru. Admilling the' accuracy of the
observation, nothing more was requued to
prove the fact ofa diminution of the force,
for had that Been thesame the needle must
have made the same number of vibrations
in ten minutes in both places. As'it as,
it proved that the force of maaneuc at-
traction i in Paris was to that in Peru, in
the proporhon of the square of 245 to the
square of 211, or that of 1350 100 nearly.
It has since been found that the greatest
force on the globe is almost exactb three
times the force at the equator.

- I cannot forbear to mention that that
young naturalist has lived to see an ample
science built upon the corner stone, which,
at that period of bloodshed and revolution,
he was so fortunate as to lay. He still
lives to enjoy, as Baron Alexander Hum-
boldt, the highest reputation of his time ;
fo gnve a striking proof of mind surviving
the decay of the body ; and an illustration
which we should do well to note, of the
ever vivid, ever expandmw interest by
which the student of nature is rewarded
for thc hours he devotes ‘to her’ works.

To be Cantmuerl. . T

53 years|..

ART XLV,—1, Sco.nes Canadigr. Alma-
nac, and I'cposztor y of Useful Ifnawled ge
Jor the year 1852, contamzng full and au.
thentic commercial, statistical, aslranamz-
cal, dcpartmental ecclesiastical, education.
al, ﬁnanczal and general information.—
Toronto : Hugh Scobie. Small 8vo; pp. 96.

2. The Canada Directory, cortaining the

nanes of, the professional and buszness men

of every descnptwn, in the czm's, Iowmr,

_and principal villagres of Canada, together

. witk a complete Post Office directory of the
Provinee ; a directory to public offices, offi-
cers, and instilutions ; a variety of statisti-
cal, and commerczal tables, exhibiting the
pnpulalwn, lrade, revenue, expenditure,
zmpurtg, exports, public works, &c., of Ca-
nada, and a varicly of other useful infor.
mation, brought down to November, 1851,
by Rosr. W. 8. Mackav.. Montreal ; John
Lovell, 1851, Royal 8va, pp. 692.

1. Scobie’s Almanac is as copious in
important information as usual, It is em-
bellished with a map of a part of Canada
West, and, while the .astronomical calcu-
lations have been prepared with care; we
are pleased to witness a carefully” adjust~
ed table for the purposes of .determining
the mean time of the meridian.passage of
the Polar star for every tentl day of the
year, and the mean time of .its greatest
elongation from the meridian, -upon the
paraliel of 4440, ° As the object of.this
table is to furmsf‘ a ready means of refer-
Ting a theodolite to the- true meridian, it re-
commends itself in an especlal manner to
land " surveyors. . The Almanac abounds
‘with most useful statistical information in
revard to the Provmce in general,: and we

hope that its enterpnsmrr and- laborious
‘propnetor wdl be rewarded by an extei-

"-:~.

sive sale.
2. Thxs is, the ﬁrst axtempt at lhe com=

'pxlatlon of a general dnrectory for the Ca-
jnadas, and Hobly and well has My Mackay
= executed l'us task The volume is replete
| with most’ usefal” mformatlon. VT e “werk

. | embodies x[tgpg;}prﬂx_t,l_pfqgm‘q.;_g?_@;{p &r:g.gnrd
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to about 564 of the principal cities and vil-
lages of Canada, and, after specifying the
Tocality of the place, its distance from the
principal post towns, its populatioa, it pro-
ceeds to an enumeration of the principal
business and professional men in them,
arranged in alphabetical order. The work
is an extremely valuable one to all profes-
sional and business men, to whose atten~
tion we cordially recommend it. We no~
tice that the author is projecting a Ga-
zeteer of the Canadas.  From the speci-
men before us of plodding, persevering
industry, we consider Mr Mackay a gen-
tleman admirably qualified for the task
which he is imposing upon himself. A
work of that kind is one which is much
needed, and we wish him every success
in his arduous undertaking.

ART. XLVI.—The Laws of Health in rela-
tion to Mind and Body ; a seriesof Letters
from an Old Practitioner to a Patient, by
Lioner Jouny Beare, M.R.C.S. Philadel.
phia : Blanchard & Lea, 1851, 12mo,
pp. 295.-

Important asa knowledue of the laws
which conduce to health is, it is unques-
tionably a lamentable fact that there is no
gubject upon which a greater extent of
ignoranee prevails; certainly none the
contravention of which is more popularly
indulged in.. Disease may hover around,
and death may single out .its victims, yet
the cause is, in the vast proportion of in-
stances, overlooked, and the means of pre-
servation thus precluded. Addressed os-
tensibly to a patient, the letters which
constitute the volume before us, abound
with sound, practical sense, and appeal
not only to the thinking portion of the
community at large, but, in a direct man-
ner, to’ civic authontles and legislators,
who may, in thelr several capacmes, most
safely follow its maxims,as regards those
whom Lhey severally represent. n

“The subject “of hygxene -cannot be too

frequently nor too strenuously forced upon
the attention of the public ; and, although’
many able treatises have hitherto issued
from the press upon the subject, there are
none more familiarly addressed than the
present one,—certainly none in which at-
tention to its rules is more practically ex-
emplified—appealing as it does to the com-
mon sense and- personal observation of
every individual.

s

ART. XLVIL—1. Thke Cranial Nerves,
their leading points airanged for the use
of Students, by Wn.Wricat, M. D., De-
monstrator of Anatomy, McGzll Collcge
1851.

2.—The Spinal Nerues, their disposition and
distribution ; arranged for the use of Stu-
dents, by Wm. Wrienr, M.D., Demon._
strator of Anatomy, McGill College. 1851.
The two foregoing tables, which have
just issued from the press of Mr Lovell,
are printed on sheets of double demy size,
and exhibit, at a glance, the origin, course,
and distribution of the various nerves of
the body, and are a credit to the industry
and ingenuity of the author. Students
will find them a very valuable assistant in
their anatomical studies, and we cordially
commend them to their consideration. -

——

ART. XLVIIL—The Dissector : or Practi~
cal and Surgi;:al Anatomy, by Erasmus
‘Wiwson, edited by PauL B. Gdnmun, M.D.
Philadelphia : Blanchard & Lea. 1851.,
The works of Mr Wilson have been de-

servedly popular, both with students and

practitioners, and it were a work of super-
erogation to enter intoa review, of a treatise
which has been so long before the profes-
sion, and upon which it haslong since pro-
nounced its verdict. Suffice it tosay that
the present edition contains all thatis new
in anatomy, and is illustrated by one hun-
dred and fifteen well executed wood-cuts

—aids to the study of anatomy, which

many of our readers, not favorably situated
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for practising dissection, will find of im-
mense use to them in refreshing and keep-
ing up their knowledge.

ART. XL1X.—Operative Surgery, based on
Normal and Pathological Anatomy, by
J. F. Mavrcaiene, Professeur Agrege, Chi-
rurgien de P Hopiial de Lourcine, &c. &-c.
Translated from the French by Fredericlk
Brittan, Philadelphia : Lea & Blanchard.
8zo.

In a recent number of this journal we
entered cursorily into the merits of a late
work on Operative Surgery, by a London
author, and it may be within the recollec~
tion of our readers, that we blamed him
for not adopting some methods ot practice
inculcated by Continental Surgeons; and,
in particular, we found fault with his ap-
parent ignorance of the classical work of
Mons. Malgaigne, whose title is given
above.” [n the limits assigned to literary
notices in this Journal, it would be impos-
sible to enter into an extended review of
the contents of Mons. Malgaigne’s Trea-
tise, yet we cannot omit giving a few pas-
sages which will enable the reader to form
"his own judgment of its merits unbiassed
by our verdict:—

4. OF HARE-LIP.

Anatomy.—Hare-lip is met with in
three different conditions, which singular-
ly modify the operative proceedings. They
are distingunished into—

1st. Simple Hare-Lip,—consisting in a
congenital fissure of the upper lip, about
one-third of an inch from the mesial line,
more frequently on the left side than on
the right; the cicatrized edges of which
present a small reddish portion that must
be removed in the operation.

2nd. Double Hare-Lip, in which there
are two fissures, separated by a middle flap,
called the labial tubercle, whose form and
size much vary.

'38d. Complicated Hare-Lip, in which
the two fissures'occupy even the anterior
pottion of the roof of the palate, and unite
behind into a cleft that. generally divides

' *Review of Skey's Operative Surgery,
British American Journal, vol. vii. page 239.

all the roof and the velum of the palate ;
in this case usually the middle portion of
the maxillary bones, or the osseous tuber-
cle, much more developed than the rest of
the bone, projects considerably -down-
wards and forwards, and is rendered still
more prominent by the presence of the
incisor teeth, which are cut 'when the
child is born, Sometimes there is also a
deviation, which carries the alveolar edge
and the teeth directly forwards. 1In con-
sequence of 15is projection, the Jabial
tubercle is pushed forwards, and even be-
comes attached to the point of the nose.
Lewis has attempted to prove thatin hare-
lip there is no real loss of substance. This,
in our opinion, is a play upon the words ;
there is evidently a want of development
in the fissure, and you can never expect
to have the lip as well formed after the
operation as it would be after the reunion
of asimple recent wound. Even afterthe
slightest hare-lip, you must always ex:
pect that the free edge of the lip will pre-
sent a little notch, however well the opera-
tion has been done; but it is especially the
slight projection in the middle of the. lip,
that it is almost impossible to ' restore,
when the fissure occupies the median line,

SIMPLE HARE-LIP.

1st. Ordinary Proceeding.—The pa-
tient should be seated opposite the light,
with his head leaning on the breast of an
assisiant, who embraces the jaw, so as to
compress the external maxillary (facial)
arteries, pushes the cheeks towards the
median line, and holds the lip, if neces-
sary, whilst the operator refreshes ils
edges. The operator standing in front of
the patient, first seizes the inferior ancle
of the portion on 1he left side, either with
a hook, (roux,) dissecting forceps, or hijs
fingers ; and with the other hand passes a
strong sharp pair of scissors two or three
lines beyond the superior angle of the
cleft, with which, in one cut, if possible,
he removes all the reddish border on this
side, encroaching a little even on the
healthy tissues, so as to leave a clean
straight, raw edge. For the right side
he extends the lip itself, grasping ang
stretching it, with “the- left finger and
thumb placed ontside the edge to be cut
off. The scissors are used as before. sialy
they ought not to extend so faras'the first
cut, so as, o leavea neat, clean angle of
division, according to the rules-for V ip.
cisions, The double incision then repre-
sents a V reversed, whose edges should be
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free from any adhesion to favor reunion.
1f the frznum of the lip offers any obstacle
in this respect, it should be cut without
hesitation. This first step finished, you
must arrest the flow of bleod with cold lo-
tions, and ‘then reunite with the twisted
suture. The operator seizes with his left
forefinger and thumb the left angle of the
cleft, with his right he passes in a needle
about three lines from the edge cf the
wound, and half a line above the natural
Tosy part of the lip, obliquely from below
upwards, and from before backwards, to
bring it out at the union of the two ante-
rior with the posterior third of the bleed-
ing surface, brings up the other portion on
the right side, places it in exact corres-
ponding apposition, and pushes the needle
through it from within outwards in the in-
verse direction. This first needle passes
through the tissue with a slight curve, its
concavity inferiorly ; the object of which
is to cause the inferier angles to project a
little, and efface as much as possible the
-notch which the reunion leaves on the free
edge of the lip, which is rendered more
perceptible still by the consecutive retrac-
tion of the cicatrix.*

The first needle being placed, and fixed
by a loop of thread, the rest of the division
must be brought exactly together with the
fingers of the left hand, and a second
needle passed through both edges at once
at an equal distance from the first, and
the superior angle of the wound. The rest
of the operation is performed according to
the generdl rules for this kind of suture.
The whole must be covered with a bit of
ilot and sticking plaster,and a bandage
which keeps the cheeks forwards, and pre-
vents any muscular strain that might tear
the tissues comprised in the points of suture.
The patient is then placed in bed, with his
head elevated; he should. not for the first
few days be allowed to speak or move his
jaws; a fit of sneezing or laughing will
sometimes tear the suture. He should
only have fluid diet: after three or four

® M. Malgaigne now adopts v very simple
procceding to prevent the formation of this
notch. Instead of refreshing the edges from
below upwards, he inc[scs them from.above
downwards, leaving the detached slip adher-
ing by a small elip below ;” he then unites the
wound, and bringing the twolittle strips above
the inferior angle of cach’ edge of the lip, he
cuts and trims them to fill'up the depression.
. This ig the method we have practised for
some. yéars, and find it- fur. superior to the
older plans.—Rev, .. X S

B A B

days, if all goes well, yon may remove
first the lower needle, the'next day the
upper. The thread adherent to the skin
should be left a few days longer; about
the ninth or tenth day the cure is usually
complete.

A number of modifications of this ope-
ratior have been proposed. We shall say
nothing of refreshing the edges by means
of a hlister; but the bistoary has had more
partisans. It is necessary, in order touse
itsecurely, to place a bit of wood or solid
cardboard under the lip to cut on, and for
this the frenum must be previously di-
vided. But the scissors with more facility
and promptitude give a neater section.—
The scissors of Dubors have been gene-
rally adopted in France.

There is only one proceeding in which
the Bistoury is indispensable ; it is when
you wish to give a slightly concave formn
to the edges, so that when reunion has
taken place, there remains projection at
the inferior part that imitates the natural
prominence better than the ordinary me-
thod. This modification has not been very
successful, but perhaps ought not to be al-
together rejected” ’

The modes of reunion have greatly va-
ried. Bandage, sticking-plasters, inter-
rapted quilled sutures, &c., are now-a-
days generally replaced by the twisted
suiure; only I agree with those surgeons
who, instead of {wo needles, use three.—
The first should then be placed a little
lower, even in the rosy part of the free
edge of the lip. 1 shouald add also that
the bands of sticking-plaster, after the
manner of Rigal,seem to me tobe of great
assistance to the success of the operation.
Afterthe incision, in whatever way it may
have beenj performed, the refreshed sur-
faces present some inequalities which are
caused by the different degrees of retrac-
tion of the tissues of the lip. We should
be aware of this fact, and not try to heal
the wound by a fresh and useless section,

* This modification of the operation is
claimed by two London surgeons, neither of
whom seems aware that it has been mentioned
already by Malgaigne. - Mr. Skey, in page 407
of his Opcrative Surgery, gives a diagram re-
presenting the lines of incision ; whilst his
colicague at St. Bartholomew's, Mr. Liloyd,
gives a clinical lecture also claiming the ope.
ration as his own, "It is clear that ncither
onginated the practice, whilst they are both
open to censure forneglecting to consult our
author’s treatise before placing’ their sugges,

-} tions before the profession.—Rew,
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Proceedmg of Mayor.—M. May"cr ap-
plies in Hare-lip a new kind of suture,
called by the matftrass-makers the quilt
stitch, ¢ le point piqué®?

In this process the sutures pass through
two little pellets of lint, about the size of
a pea,and are tied over these ; they, acting
asthe compressing agents in bringing toge-
ther the lips of the wound, just as the
upper and under parts of a carriage
cushion or maltrass are brought close to
one another by the sutures that are passed
through the buttons on the upper side of
the cushion.

Appreciation—The ordinary method
perfectly accomplishes its end, so that
there is litle hope or fear that the method
of Mayor will replace it. 1t is, in fact,
nothing more than the quilled suture in a
new form nicely modified, and applied in
an operation for which it has been hitherto
rejected. It will be recognized, especially
in the second proceeding indicated by M.
Mayor ; and in each it appears with all jts
advantages, but also with its well-known
inconvenience of causing the wound to
gape atits external surface.  The author’s
comparison of it with the ¢ point pigué»
of the mattrass-makers fallg, inasmueh as
the “ point pigné” serves thunite surfaces
pierced and traversed perpendicularly,
whilst in hair-lip it is employed to unite
suifaces it does uot traverse. The same
hoids good with regard fo the bolts and
rivets of locksmiths, also brought forward
by M. Mayor. In all these cases, the
intermediale band between the two heads
or pellets describe a straight line ; but in
hair-lip M. Mayor causes it lo describe a
curved line ; no comparison can be esta-
blished. )

2. Of Double Hare-Lip.—Your mode
of action depends in a great measure on
the size of the tubercle. If itis narrow
and projects butslightly, it may be excised
without inconvenience j if of considerable
size, ils preservalion is indispensable. “Tts
borders must he refreshed along with those
of tlie lateral fissures; so that if it de-
scends to the free edge of the lip, yon
have two V reversed incisions representing
an' M. . The ‘needles are then placed as
usual. bringing perfectly in apposition the
lateral ‘edges with those of the middle
flap, and traversing all three together. In
this ‘manuner ‘{wo paraliel linear wounds
ale obtainéd, or a Y shaped wound, main-

tained by one range of needles; but & the
parallel wounds, or even the branches of
the Y, are too far apart, you can apply to
each separate .peints of twisted suture
(Gensoul.)

3 Complicated Hare-lip.—Some diffe-
rences in the deformity should doubtless
influence the operation, for instance, pro-
minept teeth should be extracted ; and the
projection of the osseous tubercle in diffe-
rent directions also demands different
means of reduction, when it is deemed fit
to preserve it; but in general 211 of those
proceedings may be reduced to three,
which we shall describe. Uld proceeding,
with strong scissors, or resection forceps,
all the projecting part of the osseous tu-
bercle i1s removed: then, either imme-
diately, or after some days, the operation
is proceeded with as for simple hare-lip.
This proceeding leaves "a more or less
considerable zap in the anterior part of the
jaw, and deprives the patient of his inci-
sor teeth. After some months anotber
deformity, described by Desault, comes on.
The maxiilary bones approximate, and
finish, by obliterating the ‘cleft in the roof
of the palate ; but the diameter of the
upper jaw diminished by the breadth- of
the csseous tubercle, no longer corresponds
{o that of the lower and the encasement
(Pemboitement) of the upper in the lower
jaw, which is seen in old people par-
ticularly, and is so mconvenient for mas-
tication, follows. The consideration of
this inconvenience, and the facility of the
approximation of these bones, led Desault
to the follewing proceeding :—

Praceeding of Desault.—~He commenced
by applying on the projecting porlion a
simple bandage, drawn tightly backwards,
and fixed on cach side. The compression
exercised by this band, was continued until
the parts were quite level; eighteen days
sufficed in one case; then he proceeded
as usnal, to the reunion of the soft parts;
more powerful means may be applied, a
spring bandage, &c. In achild of thirteen,
where the osseons tubercle presented its
alveolar border forwards, Gensoul seized it
with strong forceps, as if to break it ‘and
brought-it'by force to the perpendicular. -

" This bold experiment perfectly succeed-
ed. . But this proceeding hasanother Very
serious dnconvenience, when' the labial
‘tubercle & inserted very.near the point of
thé nose, ils retnion to “the lateral parts
draws up the upper lip, and léaves exposed
the teeth and gumisj on the “other"hand
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the nose drawn downwards, flattened and
squashed like a calf’s muzzle (Dupuytren),
constitutes a deformity no less than the
preceding ; whence the idea of makKing
the labial tubercle, serve to form the
columna of the nose, renuiting immediately
the lateral portions of the lip.

Proceeding of Dupuytren.—The patient
placed as usual, the operator divides with
a knife the fold of mucous membrane, that
binds the labial to the osseous tubercle,
and, with a sharp-cutting forceps, cuts off
all that portion of the latter above the
level of the maxillary bones. This first
step finished, with a well pointed bistoury,
he refreshes the lateral edges of the cuta-
neous tubercle, then its inferior border;
lastly, with sharp scissors, he removes the
vertical borders of each lateral portion of
the fissure.

These two lateral portions are then
brought together, and immediately united
by two need!es, placed as usual. Then
the median tubercle, raw on all sides ex-
cept in front, is folded and applied on the
osseous septum of the nostrils. A third
needle is put in, compressing at the same
time the upper end, of each portion of the
Iip, and the free end of the folded tuher-
cle.

Two points of interrupied suture sufiice
to unite the angles of the tubercle to the
lateral portions of the lip. All these sutures
are maintained by strapping, and a bandage
pressing on the end of the nose, to prevent
a straining of the flap; a notch cut cut of
each turn of the bandaze embraces the
end of the nose, and hinders the bandage
from slipping ; we have seen this operation
crowned with success. The columna
being too wide, Dupuytren narrowed it by
removing & little band on each side with
a forceps and scalpel. Gensoulyina similar
case, made the loss of substance of the
middle of the columna. The lip is less
narrowed than one would have expected ;
but notwithstanding the precautions taken
to testore to its free edge the median pro-
jection, it is replaced by a marked notch,
or retiring angle. ]

Appreciation.—The old proceeding in-
cludes all the inconveniences, and should
be absolutely rejected; but each of the
others has its deficiency also, and neither
in our opinion, should be constituted the
general and rational method. We con-
ceive that it is indispensable to combine
their advantages, viz., first to level the
osseous tubercie by compression, and after-

wards use the labial tubercle in the way
Dupuytren did. If the teeth are mal-
placed, they may also be drawn to a
better position by compression; if they
are of the first set, they may be extract-
ed without inconvenience to facilitate
the operation ; but when they are of the .
second, we should decide on their removal
only when necessity of this sacrifice is
absolutely demonstrated, as it not only
leaves a deformity, but is a great loss in
mastication.”’

We make no apology for the length of
the foregoing extract, as it affords a good
specimen of Mons. Malgaigne’s method of
treating his subject. Throughout the
whole work evidence is furnished of the
great care, and research bestowed by the
author upon bis treatise ; and the impartial
manner in which he compares plans of
treatment widely differing from one ano-
ther, is worthy of the highest praise, and
deserves more general imitation. In con-
clusion, we strongly recommend JHfal-
gaignes, Operative Surgery to every
practitioner, who is anxious to become
familiar with the present state of the
science amongst our continental brethren.

PRACTICE OF MEDICINE.

On the Ozidation of Ammonia in the
Human Body; with some Remarks on
Nitrification. By Hexry Bexce Joxes,
M. D. F. R. S., &c.—It is shown in this
paper, that when ammoniacal salts are
taken into the body, nitric acid is excret-
ed by the urine, although no fface of that
substance could previously be detected in
it. The author was then led to investi=
gate other cases of combustion, in which
ammonia is present, and came 1o the con=
clusion, that nitric acid is formed out of
the body as well asin it; and he further
ascertained, that even the nitrogen of the
atmosphere is not indifferent in ordinary
cases of combustion, but that it gives rise
to minute quantities of nitric acid. .He
found that a mixture of starch with a drop
or two of hydriodate of potash and hydro~

‘chloric acid was a more delicate test of

the presence of nitric acid thap either the
indigo test or the protosulphate of iron
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test; and that he was able to detect, by
its means, as little as 1 grain of nitre in
10 oz. of urine, which neither of the other
tests would indicate.— Proceedings of the
Royal Society.

Case of Colica Pictonum, from the me-
dical employment of Acetale of Lead.—
With remarks. By L. S.Joyxrs, M. D.,
of Accomack. ‘rhe following case is
commupicated, with the hope that it may
prove a useful caution to seme of the
younger members of the profession, who
may be inclined, from over-confidence in
the assurances of many of our standard
authors, to make too free a use of the
potent drug above mentioned. It cannot
be doubted that young practitioners in
general are too prone to adopt keroic
methods of practice, and to esteem bold-
ness and decision the chief qualities of a
successful physician. Of all the rich
fruits which experience brings with it, nct
the least valuable, certainly, is caution in
the employment of active remedial agents
—all of which, wsithout exception, are

otent for evil as well as tor good.

It has often appeared to me, that one of
tbe most valuable contributions that could
be made to the science of medicine, would
be a faithful record of the real experience
of the profession in the use of the class of
remedies just referred to—setting forth
the deleterious effects which may be
caused by antimony, opium, mercury,
lead, &c., as prominently as the good they
are capable of accomplishing. ~ Such.a
record would furnish the most useful les-
son of caution in practice that could be
given. A desire to contribute to this use-
ful kind of information bas influenced me
in furnishing the following case for publi-
cation—in regard to which, I must admit
that the length of time which has elapsed
since its oceurrence renders my history of
it less complete than is desiratle, inas~
much as I made no record of it at the
time, and am compelled to rely chiefly on
memory for the details.

" "On the 15th of October'1843, Mr. J. J.
B., merchant, aged 25, consulted me on
account of a chronic diarthcea, which had
troubled him from time to time forseveral
yéars, and which had always heen ohsti-
.pateand intractable. He had been treated
.by different physicians, who had pre-
_scribed a great variety of remedies, nearly
.all of which seemed of little efficacy.
; After listening fo_the details of his case, I

became satisfied that acetate of lead and.
opium would prove the most efficient
remedy ; and asnone of his previous medi-.
cal advisers had prescribed this combina-
tion, I determined to give it a trial. I
believe I had never before prescribed the
acetate of lead, but 1 relied, very naturally,
on the assurances, everywhere to be met
with in the books, that the use of the drug
is free from risk, provided a perfectly pure
article be employed, and acetic acid in
some form be prescribed in-conjunction
with it. R
1 aceordingly selected the most perfect
crystals of the acetate ; added more than
enough of distilled vinegar to neutralize
any of the carbonate which might be pre~
sent as an impurity; then adding the
opium, I made the mass into pills. [also
directed the patient, immediately _after
taking each pill, to swallow a teaspoonful
of vinegar. The precise formula which I
employed I am unable now to state, but
my recollection is distinct, that the entire
quantity taken was 30 graius, in the course
of about four days. The medicine proved
most efficient in the relief ofthe diarrheea,
the discharges being arrested more prompt-
ly than by any otherremedy, and without
any immediate ill effects.  The patient
and myself were both congratulating our-
selves upon the favorable result, when one"
day, perhaps a week after he discontinued
the pills, he complained to me of a painin
the epigastrium, radiating to the spine.
As the patient was then apparently regain-
ing his health, and in good spirits, I paid
little attention to this complaint, supposing
it to be a momentary gastralgic affection,
occasioned by some imprudence in diet.
Not long after, I learned that he was
laboring under a severe attack of colic,
and I was called on by Dr. Young of this
place, his ordinary medical attendant, who
came on purpose to ascertain the compo-
sition of the pills which the patient had
been taking. The peculiar character of
the colic with which he was at that time
suffeting, so strongly resembled those of
colica pictonum, that Dr. Young had been
led to enquire of him whether he had
taken any medicine recently for diarrheea.
There could indeed be little doubt, from
the account given me of the symptoms,
and the subsequent progress of the case,
that the attack was one of saturnine colic,
of more than ordinary severity, © -+ -
" This attack commenced on the 3d of
November, about a fortnight after tha
patient had taken the last pill, "and con-
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tinued, with occasional slight- rémissions,
fot eight days, béfore dny decided relief
was obtainéd.. The treatment consisted
principally of free and oft-repeated doses
of caloniel and opiam, purgatives by the
mouth, enemata and blistering. A very
large ‘quantity both of opium and- calomel
was administered, and every other means
employed which an experienced physician
could dévise, but there was no permanent
relief to pain, and no decided action of the
bowels, until the eighth day, when the
mouth became affected by the mercury.
The patient then slowly recovered, but he
remained for some time in a very reduced
and debilitated condition. It would have
been some compensation for all this suffer-
ing, if he had been permanently cured of
his diarrhea ; but no such fortunate result
ensued. -¥he atfacks continue to recur
from time to time, and"are as obstinate as
ever. °
" Jf any should be disposed to doubt
whether the above was truly a case of lead
eolic, in view of the long interval which
elapsed between the employment of the
remedy and the manifestation of the symp-
toms, I would remark that this is entirely
in accordance with 'the oft-observed facts
in regard to the poisonous operation of lead
" —slowness of action being the general
rle, ) _
" This is the only case I have ever met
with in my own practice, of any serious
result following the exhibiiion of the
acetate of lead ; indeed, I rarely trifle with
the drug now-a-days. (* Chat echaude
craint Pecw f7oide.>’) But I know of three
othsr cases of the same kind, whieh™ have
occurred in this neighborhood. It is fair
o add, however, that in at least two of
them the remedy was freely used. There
is no:lack of recorded instances of the
sort; but so far as [ am informed, cases
are very rare, in which colic is produced
by so small a quantity of the acetate as
was administered in the case which [ have
just refated.  One such is mentiongd by

Dr. Barton, in a paper of which extracts:

are given in DBraithweite’s Retrospect,
No.,2,'p. 66 ; here the patient took fifteen
grains in five days, and experienced se-
vere colic.  And Prof, Trousseau, in his
work on Therapeutics, quotes a case in
whijch the patieat took six grains of. the
neutral acetate of lead daily for'three suc-
cessive days; the fourth.day, a most
violent saturnine "colic .supervened, with
jaundice, constipation, retraction’of ; the
belly, etc., ‘which only yielded to the

¢ treatment of La Charité,” energetically :
employed. - The most remarkable case . of
all is given by Devergie, in his. Med.:
Legale :—A student of medicine consulted-
Professor Fouquier, who prescribed. for
him some pills containing each one grain
of acetate of lead, of which he was direct~
ed to take one every day. The first pill
produced slight colic, the second. acted
more severely, and -the third occasioned
such violent symptoms that some mistake:
of the apothecary was suspected. . -The.
pills were analysed by Devergie,but were
found -to contain nothing" but acetate' of
lead. :
It may be urged, and ‘with truth, thai
such cases are exceptional, and that they
may be explained by the existence of idjo-
syncrasies in the subjects of them, such as
are known to exist with respeet to mer-
cury, opium and other remedies. But
allowing this to be true, it must also be
admitted that a prudent physician is bound
to regard such idiosyncrasies in his prac-
tice. .The knowledge of their oceasional
existence should be a warning against the
use of hazardous remedies, except under
circumstances imperatively * calling for
their employment. - ) o
A circumstance which has doubtless
ceutributed 1 no small degree 1o extend
the employment of the acetate of lead asa
medicine, and to set the minds of physi-
cians at rest in regard to any risk attend-
ing ity is the opinion so confidently ex-
pressed by Dr. A. T. Thomson, that the
carbonate is the only poisonous prepara-
tion of lead, and that the acetate can oniy
become so in consequence of its decompo-
sition by the free carbonic acid extricated
in the alimentary canal. Hence his pre-
cept to direct a draught of vinegar to be
taken with each dose of the acetate, in
order to prevent such decomposition, as
well as (I presume) to re-saturate with
acetic acid any portion of the carbonate
with which the crystals of the acetate may
be contaminated. ° oo

Lt requires but little examination of the
facts to convineé us that' this idea is'en-
tirely opposed to. the well known general
daws_of the action of mineral . poisons.
Ceteris, paribus, these’ poisons are agtive
in the direct ratio of their ‘solubility } and
on this general fagt is based the'theory of
antidoteés.. ©. We' give  antidofes with the
view of converting-’ a ' soluble prepardiion

‘of a. Melaliinto dn insoliible ‘one:’. Would
it not be a'singular exception 10’a general
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rule, if the acetate, one of the most soluble
forms of lead, should be entirely innocuous,
and the carbonate, one of the leastsoluble,
alone endowed with poisenous propetties ?
It is true, that small doses of the carbonate
would be rendered soluble by the acids of
the gastric juice, being converted by thein
into the chloride and the acelate, ¢assum-
ing, in accordance with ™ the general
opinion of chemists, that the hydrochloric
or acetic acid, or both, exist in the secre-
tioni of the stomach.) What then will
become of the acetic, when swallowed?
If it mieets with acetaté acid in the sto-
mach; it will remain acetate still; if with
hydrochloric acid, it will be converted,
like the carbonate, into the chloride of
lead. The two substances, therefore, when
they begin to act on the system; and are
absorbed into the blood, will be in pretisely
the same chemical state. Considering the
acid natare of the gastric secretion, and its
probable aclion on ail chemical compounds
capable of being affected by its ingredients,
is not Dr. Thomsons idea of the conver-
‘sion of acetate of lead into carbonate, by
the free carbonic acid in the alimentary
canal, evidently a fallacious onc? And
1s not therefore his e ployment of distilled
vinegar in conjunction with . the acetate,
an illusory protection against the dangers
‘of lead poisoning ?

But’ without further afgumeit on the
chemistry of the question, it is' sufficient
to state, that Dr. Thomson’s’ theory is in
opposition {o the concurrent testimony of
the best toxicological authorilies of the
day, among ‘whom I'may cite Orfila, Ap-
john, ‘Taylor,” Christisofi- and Devergie.
The latter writer, whose uuthority is
second to rioney distinctly statés that the
poisonans aetivity of the compounds of ledd
is'hii difect proportion to their solubility.
Christison and Taylor both(conclusively,
it seems to me)’ combat the-opinion of
Thomson. [ will quote a few Words from
the :last méntioned of those authors, béar-
ing directly ‘upon -the practical point at
issue : "¢ So. far .as observations on man
have yet extended, the carbonate . has no
modre. action than the .common acetate.
Dr. C. G, Mitscherlich has lately, proved
that the ‘acetate is.a poisonous salty and
that when mixed .with- acetic acid it.is
more - energetic than when given.in the
neutral state.. - This fact clearly.shews
that the -poisonous " effects cannot. solely
depend-on the assumed conversion of .the
salt to the state of carhonate.”. (Taylor’s
Med. Jurisp., 2d ed,, p. 169.) . -

_This result of Mitscherlith’s researches
is precisely what .a. considéralion. of the
general laws of toxicology would lead .us
fo expect. ~ Let physicians, thefefore,
take cave how they rely on vinegar, or
dilute acelic acid; as 'a saféguard against
the poisonious effects of the acetaté’of lead.
—Stethoscope. ’ LT e

V.

SURGERY. . - .

On' Ireatmint of Paraphymosis” in
Children. By Dr. Rav.—Since 1848} six
cases of this aflection have.come: under
Dr. Rau’snotice, the paraphymosis having
existed from twelve to twenty-four, and
in one instance for thirty-six hours, so-that
very considerable tumefaction and inflim-
mation of the glans and. prepuce were
present. Attempts at reduction by Wal-
thers’ and other methods proved friitless ;
but this was easily accomplished after tke
application, for from twelve to twenty-
four hours, of.the following ointment :—
Ung. Hyd. Ciner., 33 ; Ezt. Conii vél
Belladon., 3j ad 3ij. In the case which
had continued for thirty-six- hours;: dg:
salurni was also, on account of the exco-
riations, applied for thirty-six hours;. after
which the reduction was easily effected.
— Casper’s Wochenscrift, 1851, No. 21.

.On:the Abortive Treatment of Gonorr~
hea by Chloroform. By M. Venor.—M.
Venot of Bordeaux;states, as the result
of a twelvementh’s experience, that in-
jections of chloroforih, though of little
avail in cenfirmed gonorrheea, are posses-
sed of a compléte abortive efficacy, if gm-=
ployed during the first weeki-—~Bulli de
‘Thérap.; tom. xl, p, 184, -~ wliwin

A Case’ of Punctire 'of the -Siomack,
with Protrusisn for siz hours.™ (Reported
by Chas. Wrh. Ashby, it p., of Culpepér
c. H.)—A negro boy, 6 years old, the pro-
peity of Mr. R. B., fell upon-apair of
stieep "shears, which he had'in lifs‘hénd,
whilst running down a hilli ~ The instru-
ment penetrated "thé stomach " obliquély
from 'dbove; 'just grazing the-leftsidé of
the sternizm 'and ‘edges of the ribs; makin
a flap-like orifice in the intégumentst™"
...} wis. cdlléd .in consultation by :iﬁ'y
friend, Dr.'P. C. Slaughtery and found
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néaily the whole stomach protruded, and
discharging its contents through an aper-
ture ‘about three-quarters of an inch in
lengths

- Awere .of the controversy which has
long existed among able surgeons, on
either side, as to the propriety of stitching
the stomach or bowels, the everted edges
and gaping appearance of the wound in
the stomach made it necessary, I thought,
that a stitch should be taken. To avoid
irritation, as much as pessible, with the
finest needle and siik I ventured to take a
single stitch through the middle of the
wound.

Before I saw the case, Dr. S. had made
some efforts to restore the organ to its na-
tural position, but it did not occur to me
at the time that I should have any serious
difficulty in replacing it, at least after en-
larging the orifice a [ittle. But such was
the unruly nature of the boy—his violent
screaming and resistance, the nausea and
vomiting which constantly attended the
handling of the stomach-—that notwith-
standing I enlarged the orifice several
times to a considerable extent, our best
efforts not only failed to restore the organ,
but it seemed to protrude the more.

At this juncture, fearing the irritation
resulting trom further efforts, I suggested
the use of chloroform, notwithstanding the
necessary delay of having to send several
miles for it.  Whilst under its influence,
I found it necessary again to enlarge the
aperture slightly, and then had no farther
difficulty, although the boy vomited as
freely as before from handling the organ.

The wound of the integument was rather
ragged in its appearance, and of course a
little bruised by our efforts.

The wound of the stomach was brought
directly opposite the tegumentary wound,
and gently retained within its verge. A
single stitch, patent lint, with cold water
and a bandage completed the dressing.

. The patient was placed on his side, ab-
solute rest enjoined, and soon afterwards a
large dose of opium was administered.

From the time of the accident until the
completion of the dressing six hours inter-
vened, and yet the boy retained his
strength most-remarkably.

Under the influence of the opium our
patient rested well the first night.

2d- day,—This, morning the pulseisa
little. excited, and face flushed—vs. to
make a decided impression ; and this was
repeated twice during the day, and opium

after each hleeding—absolute diet enjoined
—but the boy desires no food.

3d. The wound had a healthy appear~
ance, but tenderness of the abdomen and
tympanitis greatly increased our fears as
to the result. The pulse feeble and quick
~—the bowels not moved since the accident.

Turpentine enema and a succession of
blisters were ordered, and after the bowels
were moved the oplum was resumed,

4th. Our patient evidently improved,
tympanitis and tenderness diminished,
pulse more quiet, countenance and general
aspect of things more encouraging—takes
a little hot water fea this morning, for the
first time—gum water and opium con-
tinued.

5th, The wound not healed by the first
intention—bhas a dark spet immediately
over the wound of the stomach, and is dis-
charging a very offensive sanious matter.
A soft poultice, and the same prescription
continued. ) Cee

6tn. The ligature came out this” morn-
ing. The same prescription continued.
From this date the hoy gradually recovered,
without any particular change in the treat-
ment. ' S

Remarks.—1st. It has occurred to me,
that possibly 1t would have been better for
me to have restored the stomach, at least
partially, hefore the stitch was taken, asI
ran the risk of breaking out the ligature
by the subsequent efforts at reduction;
and I am sure that the accumulation of
gas, though some escaped with an audible
sound several times, did not increase the
difficulty.

2d. This case was admirably adapted to
the use of chloroform, and illustrates most
happily its incalculable value, when used
with discrimination. .

3d. As your journal is eminently prac~
tical in its character, for the benefit of the
younger members of the profession, it may
not be amiss to allude briefly to what I
conceive to be a most important principle
in our profession, viz :.that an inflamed or
diseased organ must have rest.  In .this
case, the stomach, instinctively-sensible of
its wounded and disabled condition, re-
fused most emphatically, for four days, to
receive-any nourishment—not even gum
water—and but very little of anything for
about ten days, notwithstanding the en-
treaties of master and friends, contrary to
our orders. R

An inflamed eye instinctively excludes



MEDICAL AND PHYSICATL, JOURNAL.

i

the light from itself, so that the physician
who interrogates nature infelligently, at
once gets the idea of confining his patient
toa dark room, and thus putting the or-
gan entirely to rest. When the lungs are
inflamed the patient breathes as much as

ossible by the abdominal muscles, and
ymph is thrown out, gluing the organ to
the side, doubtless to prevent motion and
friction as much as possible. “The same
thing is true of inflamed bowels; and
because some constipation, the result of
this principle, exists, 1 have known great
error—and [ may say even death—to re-
sult from goading and stimulating the
organ with drastic purgatives. .

This principle of rest is susceptible of
very extensive application in practice ; and
any inflammation can be cured, 1 believe,
to which it can be applied.

The immortal Physic, always true to
the laws of nature, resognized this prin-
ciple in the treatment of coxalgia and other
diseases of the joints.  In conformity to
this important law of the animal economy,
in the above case, we gave opium freely,
to prevent nervous and vascular reaction ;
and by thus aiding in keeping the wounded
organ in a profound state of repose, it con-
tributed, it is believed, no little to the
favorable result.—Szethoscope.

MIDWIFERY.

On Keistein. By Dr. Verr,—In con-
sequence of the discrepancy- of opinion
which prevails among observers as to the
value to be attached to the appearance of
the urine termed Kiestein, as diagnostic
of pregnancy, Dr. Veit has, during a year
and a half, been conducting a series of
experiments at the Halle Lying-in Insti-
tation. He has examined for this purpose
the urine of 10 men, of 4 non-pregnant
females, and of 48 women in various stages
of pregnancy.” He comes to the same
conclusion as Hofle (Chemie und Mickros-
kop am Kramkenbette) and, recently,
Lehmann, viz., that the so-called pellicle
of Kiestein is no peculiar matter at all,
and is not of the slightest value as a sign
.of pregnancy. In urine of both non-
pregnant and pregnant women, pellicles
are formed containing vibriones, and fre-
quently the triple phosphate; the chief
difference between the respective urines
being, that 'in that of pregnant women,
alkaline, and in that of non-pregnant wo-

men acid, reaction more frequently mani-
fests itself.  This may in some" measure
depend upon the greater concentration’ of
the urine in pregnaney, and.the larger
proportion of mucus mixed as a conse-
quence of the changes inducedin the con-
dition of the mucous membrane of -the
bladder by the passive hyperemia of that
organ during pregnancy. ' Persons par-
taking of a more nitrogenous diet than did
the poor pregnant women whose urine was
examined, might furnish different results
in this respect.—Zeitsch. fur Geburt., vol.
xux, pp. 257—278. .

Ezamples of Large Infants.—Dr. Sie-
hold, in a recent paper in the Zeitschrift
fur Geburtsk, (vol. xxix, p. 178), ob-
serves,' that when new-born infants are
not actually weighed, the most ‘ridiculous’
exaggerations prevail in respect to the es-
tima‘es of the weight of the larger ones.
Since 1825, he has had all the children
weighed at the Berlin, Marburg, and Gét-
tingen Institutions, with which’ he has
been successively connected, and the hea-
viest he has met with only reached 11%
Ibs., notwithstanding we peruse fabulous
statements of 20 lbs. being attained.

That such statements, bowevery are
not always fabulous, is seen from the fact
of a recent instance recorded in the Ame-
rican Journal by Dr. Johnston, in. which
the child weighed exactly 20 lbs., and
the placenta 3 Ihs.  Its length was 251
inches, the breadth of the shoulders 83,
and of ine hips 73 inches. ‘The dccipito~
mental diameter was 63 inches ; the occi-
pito-~frontai 53, and the biparietal 43 inches.
The labor was accomplished in eight
hours; but, owing to.the .great delay
which the passage of the shoulders and
hips entailed, the child was.still-born..

In another case recently- observed. by
M. Depaul, the child which-was born
dead, with the epidermis detached, after
version, weighed 63 kilogrammes. (rearly
14} lbs.), and measured 62 centimetres
(about 21 inches) in place of from 45 to
48, from head to foot: —Amer. Journ. Med.
Sc. vol. xxi, p. 341; L’Union Médicale,
1851, No. 22. oo

Remarkable ‘case of Suppression of the
Menses.—By M. L. Byry, M. D.; New

York.—Margaret D——, aged 40, applied
to me for advice, and on-inquiry, I ascer~
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tained the following facts :—Until the age
of .22, she was in good health, and of
inedium size—weighing 128 pounds. At

that age, 2 young man into whose coin-|.

pany she was often thrown, became the
object of her tenderest aflections—she lov-
ed-him with all the devoledness of woman’;
they were*engaged to be married, but
from some causg they were _disappointed
in its consummation, and he left the coun-
try. She never again heard of him, and
the consequence was, a severe shock to
the nervous system. This happened near
the period for the regular recurrence of
her meases, and such was the effect of the
disappoin{ment on her system, that men-
struation did not take place at-the accus-
tomed period. “Another month passed, and
still it had not appeared; two, three and
four months, and the same condition
existed ; all medicine bhaving no effect
whatever on her.

.- About the fourth month she observed
that she was becoming ¢ fleshy,’” as she
termed it. Six months passed, and she
abandoned taking any more’ medicine,
feeling no inconvenience whatever from
her situation. At the expiration of twelve
months her health remained undisturbed,
and she had during the whole time gained
in flesh; the menses, though, had not
returned. Ten years elapsed, her health
remaining unimpaired—slowly gaining
-flesh all the time, and the menses still
absent. ~ Thus she.continued until the last
two years when she was seized with
asthmatic symptoms; these symptoms grew
worse continnally. Many remedies have
-been employed for their relief, but most of
them have been without effect. = She
abandoned trying anything for more than
three months, resigning herself to her fate ;
but about this time she began to feel much

‘better. Before long she was not much!

troubled with.the difficulty of breathing ;
but avery troublesome cough soon attacked
her, and which has continued until she
‘applied to me for advice. She is,-indeed,
Tot only an object of pity, but an object.of
wonder.. -She has not menstruated for
eighteen years,—has never married;—
never loved again,—never eat much,—and
yet strange to say, she weighs-near three
hundred pounds. Her neck is scarcely
discernible, from the amount of fat pushing’
down her face, and pushing up her shoul-
dérs. Her trouble-now isa sort of smother-~
ed cough, which is much worse at night ;
there is also considerable difficuity i loco-
motion;~—Northern Lancet.

MATERTA MEDICA.. L

On Medicinal Cigars.” By Dr. LANDER-
eR.—The employment of varions orgadic
and inorganic substances of a volatilisable
nature in the cigar {orm, has frequently
beenresorted to. . Inthis way stramenium,
cicuta, Raspail’s camphor, and corrosive
sublimate, have been used by means of
tobacco deprived of itsnicotin.  The great
efficacy of this last substance in ulcerated
syphilitic throat, in Dr. Landerer’s hands,
has'rendered him very desirouns of extend-
ing this forin of medication. He prepared
cigars, therefore, by moistening tobacco
freed trom hicotin with tinct. of iodine, a
solution of iedide of mercury in sulphuric
wther, or a solution of icdide of potas-
sium. ‘'He found these cigars of great
utility in syphilitic ulceration ot the throat
and in ozena. So, too, by moistening the
tobacco with an wthereal solution of hyos-
cyamin, he has relieved most obstinate
spasmodic cough without inducing any
narcotism. Among other substances tried,
he' found a solution of creasote in spirit of
wine and wther, a very useful form in
scorbutic ulceration of the gums. Cigars
moistened with tincf. moschi relieved hy-
sterical and spasmodic coughs; and acase
of severe hysterical paroxysins, occurring
in an irritable subject, was advantageously
treated by the alcoholic solution of the
acctate of morphia. Cigars formed of this
substance are also very usefulin the tooth~
ache.  Arsenical cigars, formed by steep-
ing the tobacco in Fouwler’s solution, have
also been employed; and” Dr. Landerer
believes thal this form of medication miglhit
be extended to a great variety of sub-
,gtances.m;]fuchncr’s Reperte, B viy, p.

47, o ‘

1

-

On Ferruginous Preparations. By M.
Martens.—The following are, the con-
clusions of .an Iissay recently read by M.
Martens at the Belgian Academy. of, Me-
dicine. : 1. Thatas a gencral rule the
lactate of iron is the best, preparation.
This conclusion, founded.on the chemical
fact of the conversion-of the other prepa-
-rations of iron into Jactatesin the stomach,
was'disputed as regards its therapeutical
truth, by M. Lombard and other members,
who denied that the lactate possessed any
superiori{y. .. 2. It may be. advantageous-
1y replaced. hy.the carbopate given .in
water, or in pills'made with honey, so that
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superoxidation may be prevented. 3. All
ferruginous pills in which the metal is
liable to superoxidation should be rejected,
because they soon become indurated, so
as to be soluble neither in water norin the
juices of the stomach. 4. Insoluble fer-
ruginous preparations ought always to be
administered at meal-time, in order that
they may become dissolved in the acid
juices then existing in the stomach. 5.
Those preparations sheuld be chosen which
cannot he precipitated, or rather rendered
quite insoluble by the alkaline juices of
the duodenum, especially during intesti-
nal digestion. 6. The most active are
those which having penetrated into the
blood in their liguid state, are there most
easily assimilated with the hemalosine, s¢
as to form with it the red roloring matter
of the blood. 7. In-the treatment of
chlorosis or anwmia, it does not suffice to
prescribe preparations of iron, but their
assimilation should be aided by residence
in the country, or in localities well expos-
ed to the sun’s rays. 8. The regimen in
chlorosis, should, as far as pessible, be
composed of succulent and dark colored
-meats, and not of white alimentary sub-
stances, in which the oxide cf iron is
usually defective. 9. Slight or recent
chiorosis may be generally cured by ani-
mal regimen alone, in combination with
exercise in the open air, and insolation.
10. The habitual use of meat introduces
into the economy _sufficiency of iron for
the formation of the red globules, and may
give rise even to their excessive forma-
tion. 11. On the other hand, the exclu-
sive use of potatoes, white bread, vegeta-
bles, and faity substances,.the ordinary
regimen of the workingand poorer classes,
pre-disposes to chlorosis or an an@mic al-
teration of the blood, because such aliments
contain too little iron to concur.efficiently
in the formation of red globules. 12,

Wheaten bread may be rendered much

more restorative by adding, prior to pani-
fication, a'little sulphate of iron, and it is
only thus that an alimentation entirely
capable of replacing meat can be furnish-
ed. 13. We may estimate approxima-
tively at a minimum of two grains the
quantity of oxide of iron that is daily re-
quired for the restoration or renewal of the
blood ; and for alimentation to suffice for
the maintenance of health, it must contain
this’ qoantity. .14. All persons who, in
consequence of ‘a too slightly animalized
regimen, or of residing in badly-lighted
localities, are disposéd fo anzmic vitration

of the:blood, should employ such ferrugi-.
nous-bread .to favor the formation.of red,
globules. 15. Manganese only entering.
into the constitution of the blood-globules-
in an infinitesimal quantity, does not ap-.
pear necessary for sanguification.. . . Com~

pounds of this substance cannot be . consi--
dered as antichlorotic medicines, like fers.,
ruginous preparations. At least, they.do:
not coneur directly in tlfe .restoration of

the bleod.— Gaz. Méd., No. 48,1850, .

Phaosphate of Limein Consumption.—In
the first number of the New Orleans
¢ Monthly Medical Register,”” we find an:
article by Professor Stone on the virtues of
¢ Phosphate of Lime in Scrofula, and other
depraved states of the System,>® which is
of some moment. It was suggested by an
essay in the London Lancet on the ¢ phy-
siology and pathology of the oxalate and’
phosphate of lime, and their relation to'the
formation of cells.” TR

¢ The conciusions of the anthor,’ says:
Professor Stane, ¢ are based upon careful
chemical research and results from the use,
of the remedy. His researches show,that
in man, as well as in vegetables and infer-
ior animals, phosphate of lime, as well as
albumen and fat, is absolutely essential for.
the formation ot cells, and he considers
that many of the pathological states of the
system depend on a deficiency of this salt.
The affections in which it is advised, are
ulcerations dependent upon a general dys-.
crasia, and not a mere local affection; in-
fantile atrophy, in those suffering from
rickets, and consequent diarrheea and tu-,
berculous diseases, particularly of the lings
in the early stages.” . il

Struck by this article, Prof. Stone tested-
it, and he thus describes three - cases in’
which its virtues were very obvious.. The'
first was that of a slave, who was admitted:
to the Professor’s Infirmary in July, with.
a disease of the nose, the whole .system-
showing great progress in scrofulous decay.-
The usual remedies were unsuceessfullyaps:
plied until August, when cod-liver oil was.
used, but- the disorganization’ of the .sto-
mach was increased by it." -The phosphate-
of lime was then applied—eight grains:
three times a day. ‘Its- good effects: were-
soon apparent. [t and the oil were there-:
fore administered together, and the patient .
was soon restored to health. .= ..o <o

The second case is that of 2 yofl'n'éf,lgs.gi},: '
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aged 24, Her disease was one of ¢ un-
mixed phthisis, which might have been
expected to terminate in the course of a few
months” fatally. The upper part of both
her lungs was filled with tubercles, and in
some places was beginning to soften.
The case was evidently a bad one. The
treatment of cod-liver oil was at first used,

but without marked improvement. The
phosphate of lime was then administered
with the oil, and the result, as in the case
of the negro, was soon apparent. The
patient was rapidly getting well.

The third case was that of a child seven
years of age, in which the phosphate of
lime was used with complete success.—N.
Y. Med. Gaz.

——

Lthercal Solution of Iodine.—(To the
Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgi-
cal Journal.)—Sir.—I beg to offer to your
notice a preparation of iodine, which is as
yet unknown to the profession, except to a
few in this lecality whose attention I have
directed to its efficiency as a counter-irri-
tant. 1 have employed it in my practice
for upwards of ten years, and generally
with the most satisfactory results, in the
most of those cases where the use of the
tincture is commonly indicated. It is ap-
plied in the same way as the tincture, by
means of a camel-hair pencil rubbed over
the part, until it begins to produce a burn-
ing sensation in the part; then cover it
with a pledget of wafding, so as to pre-
vent evaporation. For the first fifteen
minutes the burning sensation is pretty se-
vere, so as to alarm some patients. Yet
it soon becomes tolerable, but usually con-
tinues to be felt for several hours. The
next day the .cuticle has a dry hardened
feel, having the iodine color; and great
relief to deep-seated pain is obtained. In
the course of two, three, or four days, ves-
ication will be observed around the edges
of the superficial eschar which has now
commenced to suppurate ; and as the de-
stroyed cuticle cleans off, a very copious
discharge of purulent matter takes place,
and may be kept up for two or three weeks
under the popular applicatien of a cabbage

leaf, or oiled silk, which I usually apply.

on the second day. The surface of the
sore assimes a fine granular appearance,
and heals without leaving a cicatrix. 1
have often thought that, in cases of chronic
inflammation of the joints, this application
ismore efficient than the caustic issue, re-

lieves pain quicker, and can sooner be re-
peated.

I have frequently derived great benefit
from keeping up a discharge from the chest
in chronic affections of the lungs, making
a sore the size of a quarter or half a dollar
at a time, and opening a new sore as the
other heals.

This solution is very simply prepared.’
I commonly use the sulphuric ether of the
shops 5 but the stronger the ether, the more
efficient is the preparation. Hence the
importance of obtaining a good article
and in full strength.

I commonly put 2 quantity of pure io-
dine into 2 phial, and add sulphuric ether
until dissolved; that is, the ether must be
perfectly saturated. To make the solu-
tion as strong as possible, 1 have added a
few grains of the iodide of potdssium, which
furthers the capability of the ether to take
up more of the iodine. There are differ-
ent modes by which this can be prepared,
that will he readily suggested to your se-
veral readers. All of them, however, will
tend to the same result.

In some cases it may be used at a redu-
ced strength, acording to the amount of
counter-irritation or stimnlation which in-
dividual cases may seem to require.

Iam yours truly, RoperT TuoMsONe
Dovery N. H., June 27, 1851.

Tannate of Alumina.— Mr. Rogers
Harrison placed before the Medical So-
ciety of London a specimen of tannate of
alumina, andrecommended its employment
in the treatment of purulent and muco-.
purulent discharges from the urethra,
especially when the former were not of an
acutely inflammatory character. Mr.
Harrison had found the local exhibition of
theremedy inquestion followed by the most
satisfactory results. ‘The method of using
was to throw into the passage an injection
containing from two {o ten grains of the
salt dissolved in distilled water, the strength
of the solution being in a great measure
determined by the amount of smarting pain
produced. The most advisable method
was just to keep the strength of the in-
jection up to the smarting point. He
thought it injurious to produce more than a
gentle scalding. Mr. Harrison did not
anticipate, of course, equal success in

every case ; but he generally found the’
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disordered condition of. the urethral
mucous membrane removed in the course
of one or two weeks, in the ordinary run
of cases. On his recommendation, some
of his professional friends bad employed it
in their pratice, and from their reports he
was supported in bis high opinion of the
remedial properties of the tannate of alu-
mina. The combination of alumina and
tannic acid produced by Mr. Harrison, was
of a dirty yellowish color, and in crystals
about the size of those of coarse sugar,
and readily soluble in hot water.— Dublin
Medical Press. -

- Substitution of Iodated Oil for Cod-
lwer Oil.—M. Champouillon gave the
following results of his experiments : —

102 phthisical patients were treated with
cod-liver oil. Of these, 51 were in the
first stage, of which.21 were cured: 37
were in the second stage, of which 9
were cured 5 3 died: 14 were in the third
stage, of these, 6 were cured, 4 cied.

75 other phthisical cases were treated
with iodated oil. In none of these did any
amelioration take place : in many the dis-
ease was aggravated.—London Medical
Guazelle.

On the Preparation of Mercurial Oing-
ment.—M. Fournier states that he has
adopted the following process for ten years.
The mercury is triturated in an iron or
marble mortar, with a fourth part of the
lard, to which a small portion of wax has
been added. The remainder of the lard
is o be added in portions in a melted
state, as the previous quantities become
solidified. © This method gives a good
ointment in the course of an hour. In the
winter season suet may take the place of
the wax. The success of the process
depends more upon the mode of its perfor-
mance than upon the addition of wax or
suet.—Journal de Chimie Médicale, Sept-
ember, 1851.

. -Syrup of Proto-Nitrate of Iron.—By
W. W. D. LivermorE.—Syrup of proto-
nitrate of Iron is an improved form, in
which the officinal Liq. Ferri Nitratis is
at present prescribed by several prominent
physicians in this city ; and combining as
3t does the advantages of the proto-salts of

iron, with stability of preparation, is des-
tined to come into general use as an active-
ferruginous remedy. I believe no formu-
Ia for it has yet been published, and as
apothecaries have found it hoth incon=
venient and disagreeable depending upon
others to prepare it by some secret re-
cipe, the subjoined may be found a conve-
nience.

B. Sulphate of Iron. % viii.
Carhonate of Seda, %x.
White Sugar, Zxx.

Nitric Acid, (sp. gr. 1.42) f. 5v. and
f3v.

Boiling Water,

Simple Syrup,

ag. q.s.

Dissolve the sulphate of iron and car-
bonate of soda, each in two pints of water,
filter, and add to each solution two ounces
of simple syrup. Mix the solutions, and
allow the precipitate to subside. Pour off
the supernatant liquid, and washthe pre-
cipitated carbonate carefully with sweet-
ened water, until the washings have no
longer a saline taste. Collect the préecipi-
tate upon a fine muslih strainer, and with
gentle pressure express as much of the
water as possible. Transfer to a porcelain
capsule, and add gradually the nitric acid,
previously diluted with an equal measure
of water. Mix the sugar with the solu-
tion, and dissolve over a water bath, stir-
ring from time to time with a glass rod.
When done the syrup- should be made to
measure thirly fluid ounces, by the addi-
tion of a sufficient quantity of water.

It does not always happen that the
apothecary has on hand an acid of known
specific gravity; and when this is the
case, it will answer to add nitric_acid di-
luted with an equal measure of water to
the carbonate of iron, until dissolved, and
the solation possesses a slightly acid re-
action. . ’ o

This syrup contains ten grains of dry
nitrate of iron, to each fluid drachm, and'
tie dose varies from twenty - to: forty
drops.—American Journal of Pharmacy.

On the Administration of Cod-Liver Oil.
—We extract from the Gazetle Médicale
de Lyons thé following modes of exhibit-
ing this navseous remedy :— .

1. Cod-liver oil, 30 grammes ; solation
of carhonate of potash, & grammes ; syrup
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of orange peel, 30 grammes. Mix; a

teaspoonful or two twice a day.

'2. Cod-liver oil, syrup of orange-peel,
aniseed water, equal parts. . Mix ; a table-
spoonful for a dose.

8. Cod-liver oil, 250 grammes ; gum ar-
abic, 30 grammes. Make an emulsion,
and add syrup of orange peel, syrup of
peppermint, utrqg 30 grammes. A large ta-
ble spoonful for a dose.

The disagreeable fiavor of the oil may
be disguised by hot milk or coffee.—Revue
Bedico Chirurgicale, Fev., 1851,

ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY.

On the Effect of Chloroform on IMus-
cular Fibre. By W. I. Barvow, Esq.,
M. R. C. 8.—Mr. Barlow has performed
a series of experiments, which seem to
show that chloroform rapidly exhausts
muscular irritability, and in common with
other agents inducing the sume effects,
conduces to the rapid stiffening called rigor
mortis. He observes:—¢ It has been
shown by Nysten, in his ingenious re-
searches, that a long time intervenes, as
a general rule, between dissolution and
this peculiar rigidity, during which time
the muscles remain irritable ; and that the
rigor does not approach until the muscular
irritability is either completely or nearly
extinguished.  This, is of course, a main
fact,  All kinds of muscular action prove
the irritability of muscles, exeept rigor
mortis ; this, on the contrary, is a form of
contraction which prevails not until mus-
cular irritability is lost.  After excessive
voluntary action, such as that of the' hunt-
ed animal, which though exhausted to the
utmost, still runs for life, and forces to
contraction muscles become almost too
Janguid to respond effectually to any sti~
muius however violent, rigor mortis has
been.commonly noted to ensue with unu-
sual rapidity. As Nysten says, ¢e’est
parceque ’action vitale du liévre que le
chasseur a forcé est, pour zinsi dire, epui-
»ée par une fatigue excessive, que cette
animal se roidit en mourant.”> ~So, teo,
ezxtreme involuntary muscular contraction
has been known to lead to the swiftest
possible death-rigors And it is very pro-
bable that the exbaustion of muscular ir-
ritability after death by galvanism would
be found fo hasten the phenomenon.’?

The experiments were performed on
frogs, and birds, decapitated and skinned,
and afterwards suspended in a bottle con-
faining chloroform.  In-a medico-legal
peint of view they are important, as if the
same effects are produced on the human
subject, a person poisoned with chloroform
might, trom the muscular rigidity be
thought to have been dead some time,
when in reality the reverse is the case.—
Medical Gazette, October 24, 1851,

r

MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE.

Further Experiments on Cadaveric’Ri-
gidity. By Dr. Browr-Sequarp.—Fol-
Iowing up the researches on which he has
been for some time engaged, the author
has ascertained that if a current of arte-
rial blood be re-established through mus-
clesin which cadaveric rigidity has already
begun to show itself, they cease to be
rigid and recover their irritability. He
found that when he connected the aorta
and vena cava of the body of a rabbit, in
which the cadaveric rigidity had alrea-
dy manifested itself for between ten and
twenty minutes, with the corresponding
vessels of a living rabbit, so as to re-esta-
blish the circulaiion in the lower extremi-
ties, the rigidity disappeared in from six
to ten minutes, and that in two or three
minutes afterwards, muscular eontractions
took place when the nerve-trunks were
irritated.  These experiments have been
repeated in various ways with the same
result; and they fully justify the opinion
of those who maintain that cadaveric rigi-
dity is a vital phenomenon, and not an
indication of the death of the muscles,
which does not take place until the rigidi-
ty passes off. He has even succeeded in
removing the cadaveric rigidity from ‘the
muscles of the decapitated body of a cri-
minal, thirteen hours after execution, and
two hours after the supervention of the
tigidity, by the injection of defibrinated
human blood. The muscles lost their rigi-
dity, and continued to contract on irritation,
during several hours.—Gaz. Méd., Nos.-
A, 27. :

[Fully recognising the interest and im=
portance of the series of experiments on.
which M. Brown-Sequard is engaged, we
would yet express the earnest. hope that
he renders them, by the use of anasthetic
agents, as little productive as possible of
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animal suflering. He speaks so coolly of
cutting-a live rabbit or'guinea-pigin two,
leaving the anterior and posterior portions
connected only by the aorta and vena cava,
that we fear that he must be ranked
among those who have been -so inured to
the manifestations of pain, that they cease
to take account of them, save as scienti-
fic phenomena, as inaications of sensibili-
ty.J—Medico- Chirurgical Rev.

" On the Effects of Poisoning by Alcohol,

.considercd m relation to Juridical Medi-

.

cine. By M.Roscu.—The alcoholic fluid
which M. Rosch’s observations chiefly re-"
late to, is brandy ; and he considers, first
of all, the consequences of stow or chro-
nic poisoning by this substance, as observed
in the bodies of persons submitted to offi-
cial inspection, who have met with their
death trom accident or suicide, The
changes which have been, to a greater or
less degree, found in the bodies of all spirit-
drinkers, are thus summarily mentioned.

1. The brain itself has exhibited no
constant changes of "sufficient account ;
but its membranes have always manifested
more or less diseased conditions. Of these
the partial thickening of the arachnoid,
giving it a milky-white appearance, has
been especially observed. Commonly,too,
colotless fluid, though in general not in
very large quanties, was effused between
1ts layers, and was also found in the spinal
canal. ln several cases, some serum was
found in the cavities of the brain, and the
spinal marrow had become softened by
imbibition of such fluid. I several cases
the membranes of the brain dad grown
together, but in others the dura mater was
only adherent to the cranium. These
changes have all-been- observed in cases
in which, during life, no signs of inflam-
matory action or of effusion were present,
—unless we are to consider as such the
decrease of mental activity, and the blunt-
ing of all sensibility, both general and
special. . '

2. The lungs exhibited various diseased
appearances. Of these cedema was a
fiequent one, a colorless or reddish frothy
fluid flowing out on ingision, and escaping
in large quantities when pressure was ap-
plied, the compressed parts retaining the
impression of the fingers. In several
cases, lobular emphysema was observed.

Adhesions of variable extent to the ribs

and diaphragm occurred ; and in- certain '
places the investing membrane of the lungs
was thickened.

3. The mucons membrane of the sto-
mach exhibited isolated, bright red, punc~
tated spots, and this especially near the
pylorus. Similar groups were observed in
the duodenum; jejanum, and ilium. .The
mucous membrane of the small intestine
was much thinned ; the muscular, like-
wise, in a less degree ; but the serous re+
mained unchanged. The mucous glands
of the small intestines were enlarged.

4. General emaciation, and a whitened
appearance of thé muscles was observed,
as well as laxity and thinness of the walls
of the heart. On the other hand, a consi-
derable quantity of fat was found deps-
sited under the skinand between the mus-
cles. The mesentery,beart, and kidneys
were covered with fat; and the liver so
penetrated with it, that, in many cases,
its texture seemed as if converted into
adipose substance. .

5. The blood in the vessels was dar
and difluent. The spleen, as a rule, was
softened, and tn several cases pappy. '

() dcute Alcolelic Poisoning.—~In
strict language every intoxication and stu-
pefaction by spirits should be called poi-
soning; but as intoxication .is of daily
occurrence without danger to life, it is
only so considered “here, when- urgent
symptoms, requiring medical aid, are pre-
sent. Cases are, however, not wanting,
in which paralysis, soon ending in death,
has followed this undue siimulation by
alcohol ; and the author supplies the par-
ticulars of such as have come under his
nolice. In these, besides the appearances
due to chronic poisoning, others due tothe
rapid influence of the spirit upon the body
were observed,~—viz., a considerable re-
pletion of the brain and its membranes
with blood, and a congested state of the
langs (in one case acute cdema pulmo-~
num being present). The immediate cause
of death in those who die soon after tak-
ing a large quantity of spirit, is arrest of
blood in the central organ of circulation
and the respiralory organs,—a state “of
asphyxia,  Such effect upon the circula-
tion and respiration is, however, but'a
consequence of the repletion and paraly-
sis of the brain by blood containing aleo-
hol. In acute alcohol-poisoning, not only
is the ingested spirit found inthe digestive
canal, but the various visceral structares
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and fluids of the body strongly smell of it,
and are, therefore, penetrated by it.

In violent deaths it may often become
a matter of imporlance and difficulty to
state what part alcoholic fluids have ex-
erted in producing the fatal termination.
Two cases are given by the author, in one
of which an effusion of blood wassuppos-
ed to be due to external violence; but
that this was the case could not be posi-
tively stated, since, during the state of
distension of the blood-vessels in drunken-
ness, they are ill capable of resistance,
while the bleod itself is in a dissolved
condition. The effects upon the brdin do
not arise from a simple excess of healthy
blood, bat of a blood which hasundergone
change, which in acute spirit-poison still
contains the substance inducing this.

While the nervous system is stimulated
and enfeebled throngh this changed con-
dition of the blood, so also, in a reverse
order, the blood, heart, and circulation are
disturbed and enfeebled by the condition of
the brain and nerves; so that here is a
continual reciprocal mischievous influence
of the blood and venous system going on,
until the disturbance of the economy be-
comes complete, physical disease pros-
trates the body, and all controlling power
and mental activity are destroyed.—Hen-
ke’s Zeitsch., Band Ix, pp. 241—279.

MISCELLANEOUS.

P

On the Indine of the Atmosphere. By
M. Cratin.—The constant dispersion of
jodine, through the slow, spontaneous eva-
poration of the waters which contain it,
and its more rapid volatilisation when heat
is applied to these ; its elimination from
hard waters, which is so speedy that it
can seldom be detected therein, even when
they spring from highly iodined soils; and
the results, though incomplete, which have
been obtained by operating on rain water,
are so many circumstances which have
led M. Chatin to conclude that this sub-
stance must exist in the atmosphere. He
estimates the 4000 litres of air, which
traverse the lungs of a man in 12 hours,
as containing 1-45 milligramme, i. ., the
same gquantity that is found in a litre of
potable water moderately indined.  This
iodine becomes fixed during the act of
respiration, the expired gases exhibiting

about 1-5 of the iodine contained in the
inspired air. The atmosphere of .ill-ven-
tilated and erowded placesisin part depriv-
ed of its iodine. The proportion of jodine
contained in the waters of a given locali-
ty indicates approximatively the quantity
contained in its atmosphere. Rain is not-
ably more iodined in the interior than in
the vicinity of the coast, inasm ich as the
iodine of fresh waters is much more com-
pletely dispersed thanis that of sea-water.
Great differences, due to causes not yet
appreciated, exist in the amount of jodine
contained in the rain of thesame locality ;
the proportion, however, always diminish-
ing when the rains are very prolonged.
As rain always loses its 10dine on falling,
this might be fixed for useful purposes by
placing in cisterns 2 millionth or half-mii-
lionth part of carbonate of potash. Snow
is iodined ; but, ceteris paribus, less so-
than rain. Dew contains iodine. Addi-
tional observations are required 1o decide
whether iodine exists in the air in the free
state, as hydriodic acid, as hydriodate of
ammonia, or as forming a volatile combi-
nation with certain organic elements,—
Gaz. Méd., 1851, No. 19, p. 300.

e

Kinesipathy.—A new sysiem of medical
practice has been introduced into Europe,
and it may naturally be expected that it
will be imported, and sooner or later prac-
tised among us. It would not be strange
were it to supersede and take the place of
homeopathy, to which it is assimilated in
other points besides a common lack ot
science or reason. It certainly is superior
on the score of economy—for though the
doses to be taken in the former are infi-
nitesimal and therefore portable and cheap,
in the latter no doses at all are required,
and all the mysterious movements and
¢ shakings®® are to be accomplished on the
sick body itself! The originator of this
improved system seems to have -been a
Swedish fencing master by the name of
Ling, who s represented, in the Edinburgh
Monthly Joumal, to have been an univer-
sal genius.  He was successively a gra-
duate in theology, a volunteer in the
Danish navy, a fencing master (in spite of
gout in his arm), a lecturer on old Norse
poetry, histery and mythology, a professor
of fencing and gymnastics, 2 student of
anatomy, physiolegy and other sciences,
a writer of poetry, and, withal, ¢a man
of high moral tone, pious, sincere and
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honast,’” and.died in 1839 with the honors
of knighthood upon him. His qualifica-
tions are therefore unquestionable! All
that Ling himself appears to have really
accomplished, and probably all that he
claimed at first, was set forth in a work
published by him, and may be considered
as merely an improvement in the practice
of gymnastics and calisthenics. Upon this
has been engrafted the system of quackery
alluded to above. M. Roth, M.D., of
London, who comes before us clothed with
Ling’s mantle, has sent out an octavo of
300 pages, devoted to the treatment of
disease by ¢ movements,’’ alias Kinesi-
pathy.  His interpretation of the term is
as follows :

¢« By the word ¢ movement,” in a me-
dical and hygienic sense, is to be under-
stood every change of position and dif-
ference of form, determined by time and
amount, in the whole body, or in any part
of it, and which may be preduced by the
organism itself, or by any animate or ina~
nimate mechanical agent.”

In accordance with this definition, there
are a great variety of movements—quite
as many as there are dilutions and poten-
cies in the homeopathic system—and each
and all possess great power over the human
body, as is rendeted plain by another quo-
tation: - -

¢ Whatever exists in our body, either as
a part of it or as a foreign substance, must
at a certain moment have a definite shape ;
therefore every change of the space in
one part necessarily produces a correspond-
ing one in the surrounding tissues—a
change that is thence propagated to the
most remote parts of the body, and which
depends, with respect to its form, upon the
amount of the alteration produced by the
first movement.”

Lest any one should still be in the dark,
however, respecting what kinesipathy
really is, we copy the full definition of one
of the movements and its effects. It is
called the

s¢ Chopping Movement.—Chopping con-
sists in alternative short blows, produced
by the external sides of both the operator’s
hands. Choppings are principally used
on the posterior surface of the trunk, chest,
and also on the limbs, If it is desirable
that the succession produced by this move-
ment shall be less and softer, then the
chopping is done with the external edges
of the two little fingers, while the other

fingers are spread apart, but not kept spas-~
modically fast, so that they act also by
striking upon the little finger.

¢ Chopping may be confined to one part
only, or may be exercised on a larger sur-
face, by constantly moving the position of
the bhands. The chopping is called a
¢ longitudinal® one, if the hands are moved
in the jongitudinal direction of the trunk
or of the limb; and a ¢ transversed? one,
if the blows are executed across the limbs.

¢ Effect—Choppings produce generally
a venous absorption in the capillary tex-"
ture, not only of the external skin and the
tendinous expansions, but also, if more
strongly used, in the muscles and bones;
in imperfectly paralyzed muscles they ex~
cite the innervation both of the motory
and sensitive fibres. If directed on the
lower extremities, on ihe soles, they act
very well in hemorrhoidal cemplzints,
headache, &c. Oo the chest or along the
spine, they are efficacious specific move-
ments in certain complaints of the chest,
pattly by their direct influence on the
muscles of the chest, parily by the tremu-
lous, passive vibration communicated to
the lungs.”’

Then there is the ¢¢shaking movement,”
the ¢ the rising-up movement,” the < let-
ting-down movement,’> ¢ {ransversal
chopping,® ¢ vibration,” &c. &¢., which
we have not room to describe. These
¢ movements”” are all claimed as a remedy
in acute as well as chronic diseases, In
gonorrheea, even, cases are brought forward
to show their great efficacy. Can quack-
ery and imposture % further g0 ? It dces
really seem as thougk we might hope that
¢ things will come right at last,”” when
such a multitude of absurdities and incon-
sistencies are countenanced and supported
by those who break away from, or who
never have entered, the ranks of legiti-
mate and scientific practice.~Med. and
Surgical Journal. . -

- N—

The « Mange” Communicated to three per-
sons by a Pig. By H.R. Casey, M D., of
Columbia Co., Ga. [ will give you the parti.
culars of a conversation held a fow days since
with a gentleman of this county, and if the
deduction | have drawn from the facts as
reported is correct, we have presented to us,
so far at least as my observation extends, a
now disease of the cutaneous system—one
hitherto undeseribed by dermatologists, -
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Mr. 'S, asked me *ifI had ever known a
man.to have the mange?” to which I geve a
negative reply: having always understood
that it wasa discase peculiar to the quadruped.
He then asked me “if I thought it possible for
a man to catch it from a hog?" I replied,
that there arc a grcat many things regarded
as impossible, which are not found to be so
when subjected to the-test—and that this
might be oue of the cases. He then pro-
ceeded to give me the following particulars,

. Ho states that aboul the first of May  last,
having a pig badly discased with the mange,
and being desirous to cure him, he had some
soap-and water got and went to work on hin
with his hands—and that after giving him a
good washing, be stripped him almost of bis
entire exfernal with his nails.  That he was
entirely well at this time ; but that in about
three hours thereafter, he felt an itching on
his hands and wrists, and an cruption which
commenced spreadisg upwards; that about
the same time, his ankles began to itch, and
the eruption there made itsappearance, which
also spread upwards and mct the eruption
{rom ubove at the half-way house—the um-
bilicus; that it.reached its height in about
two wecks; that the cruplion was charac.
terized by great heat and intolerable itching,
composed of small vesicles, which, though not
confiuent, stond close together over his entire
tegumentary tissue. Thus was he atthe
time of his commencement with the ablution
—a sound and heaithy man—but in a very
short time thereafter, he was transformed into
a Luzaras. He thought he had contracted
his disease from the pig, and went to work to
cure himself, using first the soap and water.
This not beucfiting him, he was bled and took
salts. . This failing, he tried pot-liquor—then
the grease from fried bacon—then & solution
of blue-stone. He does not think that any
of thc means used had any control whatever
over the discase, but that it seemed to pursue
its* course, knowing no conqueror, until it
finally wore itself out in about five wecks.

Now, from theabove narrative, I can but
infer that the disease-in question was one
identical with the mange, and that it was
communicated from the gquadruped to the
man. And 1 am further strengthened in
this view of the case, from the fact—that a
female and the negro boy who held the pig
while being subjected to treatment, became
in like manner affected. The view I have
taken of this case, I know to be in dircct
conflict with the -long-cstablished dogmas of
the veterinary school, byt I think Iam sus-
tained in my position from the facts of the
case—and * facts are stubborn things,” By
reference to the * Hislory of the Horse,” 1
find the following language. The author, in
speaking of the contagiousness of the mange,
gocs on_to say—< if the same brush or curry-

comb be used on ali the horses, the propaga-
tion of mange is assured ; and horses feeding
in the same pasture with mangy ones, rarely -
cscape, from the propensitics they have to
nibble oue another.  Mange in cattle has
been propagated to the horse—and from the
horse to cattle—but there is no authenticated
instance of the same diseasc being communi-
cated from the dog to the horse. Thereis as
much difference in the character and cruption
of mange in the horse and dog, as belween
cither of them and the itch +n the buman
subject; and the itch has never been com.-
municated to the quadruped, nor the munge
of the quadruped to the human being,”

My only reply to the above quotation, is the
presentation of the case related ; and if I am
not sustained in my corollary from the facts
of the case, this article will go for nothing.
I pretend to no familiarity with cutanecus
diseases ; but if I were called upun to classify
the mange, I ehould locate it in the group
dermatoses scabienses of Wilson, not only:
from the pathology, but also from the therapeia
of the disease; for I find sulphur the anchor
of safety to the veterinary sargeon.  Nor do
I think there is anything very strange. in all
this; and the only reason why we have never
before had the mange communicated to man
ariscs simply, I think, from the fact, that in
all probability more caution has hitherto been
exercised than was in the case before us.

v ¢ have examples of other discases occurring
in the human subjeet, the result of propagation
from the lower order of animals. In the
Révue Médicale of July, 18453, we have
detailed the case of un officer who took the
glanders and farcy from a horse, and in which-
cxperiments were made by M. Aundonard, 10
test the " contagiousncss of the human fluid
intreduced into other animals—the results of
which experiments went to prove that the
discase was not only communicable to man’
from the horse, but that the disease was again
transmissible from the human subject to the
quadruped. In the Southern Medieal and
Surgical Journal, Nov. 1847, we have a case
of glanders in the human subject, derived
from the horse, reported as occurring in your
own city. Other diseases might be mentioned
occurring in the great paragon of animals,
communicated from the lower order; but I
have alrcady spun out this article to a greater
length than was designed at its commence.
ment, and will conclude by mercly advising
those persons who may have to treat the
mange in stock, to touch it lightly, and never
make a curry comb of their hands; to3which
injunction I know my friend S. will say
amen.—Southern DMedical and Surgical
Journal. '
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The Infatuation of Homaopaths.—At
arecent meeting of the Edinburgh Medico-
Chirurgical Society, held on the 18th
Nov., at which 64 members were present,
a resolution was carried ¢ that the pub-
lic profession of Homeopathy shall be
held to disqualify for being admitted or
remaining a member of the Medico-Chi-
rurgical Society.””  Prof. Simpson, in se-
conding Professor Syme’s motion, narrated
the following anecdote, which is too rich
not to be repeated ;—

One remark of Mr. Syme reminded Dr,
Simpson of a curious fact in the early his-
tory of homeeopathy in Edinburgh, proving
on the one band kow far Imagination
will go, on the other hand that all homo-
pathic globules are alike, or rather are
alike inactive. Some eight years ago

r. Simpson received a present of a box
of homeopathic medicines from ay old
school-fellow, who had set up as a ho-
meopathic druggist. During the time it
was in Dr. Simpson’s possession, it was
given as 2 plaything to his son, then a
child.  The boy amused himself by un-
corking the bottles, emptying their con-
tents into a general heap, and then refilling
them promiscuously. ~The effect of this
Wwas a complete compounding of the glo-
bules of ditferent kinds, by mixing them
together.  Itsoon happened that a pro-
fessional brother calling at Dr. 8.5, took
a fancy to the box and carried it off,
Many weeks after, the new proprietor of
the box met Dr. Simpson, and told him
he had been trying homeopathy, with the
contents of his box, and that he had aec-
complished wonderful cures! Dr.. Simp-
son enjoyed the joke, and said nothing
~about the box until, finding his friend had
got deep into the homeopathic mine, and
actually published a list of cases, he at
length told him of the elaborate mixture
the globules had undergone. This friend
is Dr. Henderson ! ! 1—Proy, Med, & Sur-
gical Journal, -

——

iMechanism of Jenny Lind’s Poice.—
The following interesting article on the
-tmechanism of Jenny Lind’s voice, 1s ta-
ken from a late English journal. We ful-
ly agree with the writeras to the remark-
able power of her voice, and her wonder-
ful skill in managing ite

% The voice of this great cantatrice is
one of those wonderful natural gifts which
Providence occasionally vouchsafes to a
favorite mortal. Jenny Lind possesses
what may be termed a ‘double voice, the
natural voice from grave to the acute, a
Tange over three octaves; and she has the
power and faculty of producing a recur-
rent, or backward voice, into the lungs,
upon the upper and lower notes 1n singing,
which is purely ventriloquous, of which
faculty her ¢echo? song is a perfect
illustration.  Thus she is able (o con-
trol her voice upon the most difficult vibra-
tions of the vocal chords, to be perfect in
her intervals, and, which Tenders her so
surprising in the perfection of her intona-
tions, that they ring upon the ear with an
effect and a charm so indescribable  and
puzzling to the hearer.

¢ The peculiarity of this ventriloquous
power, and the wonderfy) part of her vo-
calization is, that her organization ena-

bles her to use those recurrent sounds, the
Same as a person whistling executes sounds
by the recurrent action or drawing in the
breath while inspiring. This faculty Jen-
ny Lind controls and manages with'an
€ase, a grace, and with such masterly ar.
tistic skill as almost to defy detection by
the most refined .and critical eat. By
this recurrent or ventriloguial action she
has the command of the epiglottis and
its parts (the valve closing the laryngeal
chamber when in the act of swallowing,)
vibrating plates, similar to the plates form-
ing 1the bronchial fissure of 'the larynx
which I have stated is the natura] passage
for the air forming the voice. . o

“In addition to the commang over her
vocal facultizs, she sings from the larynx,
while she thiows the vocal force from the
lungs and diaphragm, giving to it the
strength, the fulness, the Toundness, and the
steadiness and endurance of the. grave,: op
 chest voice.” By this immensity of vo-
cal power, by the contraction and diminu-
tion of the vocal chamber, she is enabled to
trill and revel high in alto, without any
deteetion from her hearers of any stop, or
of any change in- her voice. Thus ‘her
intonations and modulations by this peca-
liar organization, are rendered perfect, and
her upper and lower notes are given with
an inflexibility and softness of which her
dying away “echo tone is a practical
illustration; as are also each cadenza,
“run,> ¢shake” and c trj]»? made up-
on her tones with a decision, flexibility,
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purity and correctness that are only sur-
passed by the delicate vet magnificent
swell and chaste diminuendo of her middle
and lower tones, which has established that
¢¢indescribable peculiarity’® in her voice,
and emphatically secured to her the eu-
phonioustitle of ¢ the Nightingale.” Nor
are these all. In her trilling notes she has
the faculty of using the accessory recurrent
notes. Itisouropinion, that the exercising
of these notes and this ventriloquous facul-
ty, by overtasking her powers, lost to Jenny
Lind her voice for a period. These ac-
cessory notes, although dissimilar, are
rendered artistically correct, and at once
strike the mind, awaken attention and
wonderment, both as to the cause and their
execution.”—Boston Medical and Surgi-
cal Journal.

Lo

Observations on the Teas of Commerce.
By R. Waringron, F. C. S.—In my pre-
vious communication to the Society on
this subject, in February, 1844 (Memoirs
and Proceedings of the Chemical Society,
ii. 73,) 1 endeavoured to show that there
exist two distinct kinds of green tea,
knows in commerce as glazed and unglaz-
ed; that the former is colored by the
Chinese willi 2 mixture of Prussian blue
and gypswm, to which a yellow vegetable
coloring mattes is somelimes added, while
the latter aie merely dusted with a small
quantity of gypsum ; that in the specimen
of the so-called Canton gunpowder, this
glazing or facing is carried to the maxi-
mum. I alsomentioned, that 1 had never
met with a sample of green tea in which
the blue tint was given by means of in-
digo. Since the publication of that paper,
I have been in communication with seve-
ral parties of great experience in this sub-
ject, from whom I have received much
additional information, which, with seve-
ral experimental points of interest that
have come under’'my own immediate
observation, will form the subject of the
‘present paper.

" The first point to which I wish to call
the attention of the Society is, the question
of the blue coloring matter used by the
.Chinese for coloring the green teas being
Prussian blue, because some doubts have
‘been thrown on this subject from various
quarters. Mr. Bruce thus states (Report
on the Manufacture of Teas, &ec., by C.
A. 'Bruce, August 16, 1839):—¢The
Chinese call . the former (the indigo)

youngtin, the latter (the sulphsis of lime )
acco’ Now I am favored with the
opinion of Mr. J. Reeves on this point,
whose knowledge and experience render
bim most competent to decide in such a
case; he believes that indigo is never
employed for coloring used on tea, ihat
the term youngtin, as used by Mr. Bruce,
should be yong-teen, foreign blue, the
name given by the Chinese to Prussian
blue, in contradistinction to Too-teen,
native blue or indigo ; this, I think, is
very conclusive evidence, and shows that
Mr. Bruce’s statement was erroneous.

In another quarter a surmise has also
been published on this same point. Mr.
Fortune, in his entertaining work (Three
Years’ Wanderings in the Northern Pro-
vinces of China, by Robert Fortune) on
China, says, speaking of the ingredients
used in dyeing the northern green teas for
the foreign market, page 201 :—¢ There
is a vegetable dye, obtained from Isatis
Indigotica, much used in the northern dis-
tricts, and called Tein-ching, and it is not
unlikely that it may be the substance
which 1s employed ;>’ again, at page 307
—¢ T am very much.inclined to believe
that this (the Tein-ching) is the dye used
to color the green teas which are mang-
factured in the north of China, for the
English and American markets.”> This
question, however, I think is now satis-
factorily settled, and the experimental
evidence I had adduced of the -material
being Prussian blue of a darker or paler
tint, placed beyond a doubt by a positive
demonstration ; for Mr. Fortune has for-
warded from the north of China for the
Industrial Exhibition, specimens of these
materials, which from their. appearance,
there can be no hesitation in stating, are
fibrous gypsum (calcined,) turmeric root
and Prussian blue ; the latter of a bright
pale tint, most likely from admixture with
alumina or porcelain-clay, which admix=
ture may’ account for the alumina and
silica_found as stated- in ‘my previous
paper, and the presence-of which was
then attributed possibly tothe employment
of kaoline or agalmatolite.

Mr. J. R. Reeves, in a letter to my
friend Mr. Thompson, dated July 1, 1844,
commenting on my paper, #ays:—¢ Mr.
Warington’s experiments have led him to
correct results as to'the substances used,
which I know to be Prussian blue, gypsumn
(fibrous,) -and turmeric ;' the second being
sulphate of lime ; and the last, the ¢ yel-
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low, or orange-colored vegetable sub-
stance,’ which Mr. W. does not atherwise
name. That the coloring is not intended
as an adulteration, I feel quite sure. [tis
given to suit the capricious taste of the
foreign buyers, wko judge of an article
used as a drink by the eye instead of the
palate.  You®well know how little the
London dealers, even now, like the yel-
lowish appearance of uncolored green tea.
The Americans, a few yearssince, carried
the dislike even farther than the English,
and therefore the Chinese merchant had
scarcely ary chance of selling his tea un-
less he gave it a ¢{ace’ that would suit
their funcy. The small quantity of the
coloring maltter used, must preclude the
idea of adulteration as a matter of profit.”?
Mr. J.. Reeves states, €that in the East
India Company?’s time, gypsum and Prus-
sian blue were sometimes used upon hyson
teas, Tien Hing using the first on his pale,
bright hyson ; Lum Hing, the latter on
his dark, bright leaf ; but these were only
in minute quantities, just sufficientto pro-
duce an uniform face.

1t is still a question of interest, which I
before alluded to, whether the gypsum in
its calcined state is not used for the absorp-
tion of the last portions of moisture, and al-
lowing the tea the better to'withstand the
damp ot the sea voyage. Through the
kindness of Dr. Royle, I have received,
since my last communication, a sample of
green tea from the Kemaon district, in the
Himalayas, which is quite free from any
facing, as are also the green teas of Java,
a large number of which I have had the
opportunity of examining, and which are
exceedingly clean and genuine in their
appearance and character.’ s

On Black and Green Teas.—Althovgh
the preparation of gieen and black tea from
the respective plants, the Thea Viridis
and . the Thee Bohea, has been warmly
advocated by many botanists, yet it is now,
1 believe; pretty generally admitted by all
parties, that both green and black teas can
be and. are made, indiscriminately, from
the same parcel of leaves, taken from the
same species of plant. It is also well
known to ‘all persons, that the infusions
from these teas have marked differences of
color and of flavor, and that the "effects
produced on some constitutions by green
‘tea, such as nervous, irritability, sleepless-
ness, &c., are very distinct ‘from ‘those of
black tea. Their. characteristic. physical
differences are too well known to require

any comment, bat they have peculiar
chemical properties fo which we shall
have occasion to allude more ‘particularly
presently, and which bave alwaysbeen at-
tributed by chemists to the effect of high
heat in the process of mannfacture.

The question presents itself then—irom
whence do these distinguishing peculiari-
ties arise, and to what are they to be at-
tiibuted 2 From observations made in
other directions, in the course of the rou-
tine work of the establishient to which I
am attached, I had formed in my own
mind certain conclusions on this subject.
I allude to the exsiccation of medicinal
herbs; these are for the most part nitro-
genous plants, as the Airopa belladonna,
the Hyoscyamus niger, the Conium macu-
latwm, and others.- The plants are-
brought to us by the growers or collectors
from the country, tied up in bundles, and
when they arrive fresh and cool they. dry
of a good bright green color ; but, on the
contrary, it is found that if they are de-.
layed in their"transit, or remain in a con-
fined state for too long a period, they be-.
come heated, from a species of sponta-
neous fermentation, and when loosened
and spread open emit vapors, and are sensi-
bly warm to the hand ; when such plants
are dried, the whole of the grecn color is
found to have been destroyed, and a red-
brown: and sometimes a blackish-brown
result is obtained. I had also noticed.that
a clear infusion of such leaves evaporated
carefully to dryness was not al redissolved
by water but left a quantity of brown ozi~
dized exiractive malter, to which the
denomination apotheme has been applied
by some chemists’; a similar result.is ob-
tained by the evaporation of an infusion. of
black tea. 'The same action takes place
by the exposure of the infusions of -many
vegetable substances to the oxidizing in~
fluence of the atmosphere; they become
darkened on the surface, and this gradu-
ally spreads through the’ solution, :and on
evaporation' the same ozidized exiractive
matter will remain insoluble in water.
Again, I had found that the green teas,
‘when wetted and re-dried, with exposire
to the air, were nearly as dark in color as
the ordinary black teas. From these ob-
servations, therefore, 1 was induced . to
believe that the peculiar charactets and
chemical differences which distinguish
black tea from green, were to be attributed
to a species of heafing-or fermentation,
accompanied with oxidation'by exposure
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to the air, and not to its being submilted
to a higher temperature in the process of
drying, as had been generally concluded.
My opinion was partly confirmed by
ascertaining from parties conversant with
the Chinese manufacture, that the leaves
for the black teas were always allowed to
remain exposed to the airin mass, for some
time Yefore they were roasted. Mr. Ball,
in his valuable work (An Account of the
Cultivation and Manufacture of Tea in
China, by Samuel Ball, E:q.,) on the
manufacture of tea, has described in detail
the whole routine of these interesting
processes, fully confirming my pre-con-
ceived opinions, and of which [ cannot do
better than give you a summary. Some
of the facts, I believe, had been published
in Batavia in 1844, by Mr. Jacobson
(Handboek v.d. Kult, en Fabrik v. Thee,)
in the Dutch language. In the preface
to this work, Mr. Ball says :—¢¢ It will be
seen by dates incidentally adverted to,
that the facts and most of the materials of
this work, were established and collected
thirty years ago.”” ¢ These facts, as well
as other materials, were derived from con-
versation with growers and manipulators
from the tea districts ; from written docu-
ments furnished by Chinese; from pub-
lished works in the same language dili-
gently sought out ; and also from corres-
pondence with a Spanish missionary long
resident in the province of Fokim. These
were all put into their present form full
twenty years ago, and were read to one or
two friends during my ‘residence in
China.?>—¢ They were not, however, so
arranged, with any view (o immediate
publication.”?—¢ They were thus disposed
as the best mode of recording and kecping
together the facts and materials T had col-
Jected.”—s¢¢ But it was not till the year
31844, when 1 received Mr. Jacobson’s
Handbook on the cultivation of tea in
Java, that I found my own views so far

- confirmed, and my information such as to
justify me in bringing my labors to a
close.””

The processes peculiar to the prepara-
tion of black tea, are styled Leang-Ching,
To-Ching "and Oc-Ching, and these all
consist in carefully-watched and regulated
processes_ of spontaneous heatng or slow
Sermentation of the leaves until a certain
degree of fragrance is developed. - The
leaves are said to wither and give, and
become soft and placid. The utmost care,
practical skill and experience are required

in tne properly conducting these opera-
tions, and as soon as the proper- point is
amrived at, the leaves are to he immediate-
ly removed to the Kuo or roasting-pan.
After being roasted and rolled two or three
times, they are then to be dried, and this
is effected in the Poey-long, which con-
sists ot a cylinder of basKet-work, open
at both ends, and covered on the outside
with paper; it is about 2} feet in height,
and 13 in diameter, which diameter is
diminished in the centre like an ordinary
dice-box 10 one foot and a quarter. This
stands over and round a small charcoal
fire, and is supplied with cross-bars about
fourteen inches above the fire, on which
an open sieve containing the tea isplaced ;
and a small aperture about an inch and a
half in diameter is made in the centre of
the tea with the hand, so that an ascend-
ing current of air and the products of the
combustion pass through and over the tea
contained in the sieve. A circular flat
hamboo tray is placed partially over the
mouth of this cylinder, and most probably
serves to regulate the rapidity of the
ascending current, prevent the admission
of the cold air to the leaves, and at the
same.time allow a sufficient outlét for the
-generated watery vapors and the products
of combustion. At the commencement of
this operation, the moist leaves are still
green and retain their vegetable appear-
ance ;.after the Jrying has continued about
half an hour, the leaves are turned, and
again submitted to the heat for another
half hour ; they are then taken out, rub-
bed and twisted, and after sifting away
the small dust, again returned to the sieve
and drying tube. This operation of sifting is
very necessary, to remove any of the small
tea or dust which might otherwise fall
through the.meshes of the sieve on to the
fire, and the products of their combustion
would deteriorate "and spoil the flavor of
the tea. The leaves have now hegun to
assume their black color ; the fire is di-
minished or deadened by ashes; and the

-operation of rolling, twisting and sifting is

repeated once or twice until they have
become quite black in color, well twisted,
and perfectly dry and crisp. They are
then picked, winnowed, and placed in
large quantities over a very -slow fire for
about two hours, the cylinder being closed.

Now, that this black color is not owing
to fire is evident forin cases mentioned
by Mr. Bail, where the leaves have been
dried in the sun, the same color is-ob-
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latabd 5 Zid vii St otier side, ii svasted
first, without the process of fermenta-
tion or withering, and then finished in
the Poey-long, a kind of green tea is pro-
duced.

In the operations for the manufacture of
green lea, on the contrary, the freshly-
picked leaves are roasted in the Kuo at
once, without delay, at a high tempe-
rature ; rolled and roasted again and
again, assisted sometimes with a fanning
operation to drive off the moisture ; and al-
ways with brisk agitation until the drying
is completed.

The marked differences in the mode of
manufacture of black and green tea, will,
I consider, after what has been stated, ful-
1y account for all the variation of physical
and chemical properties io which I have
before alluded.

Adulteration and Sophistication of Teas.
~—Since writing my former paper, several
teas have come under my notice which
must be classed under this head. The
. first I'shall mention is a sophistication

which has been carried on in this country

to some extent, and consists-in giving the
appearance of green tea to an imported
black tea. The material used as the bo-

dies for this process of manufacture is a
" tea called scented caper; it is a small,

closely-rolled black tea, about the size of
small gunpowder, and when colored is
vended under this latter denomination, the
difference in price between the scented
caper and this fictitious gunpowder being
about 1s per pound, a margin sufficient to
induce the fraud.- This manufacture has
been carried on, I understand, at Man-
chester, and was kept as secret as possi-
ble; and it was only alter considerable
trouble that some of my ftriends succeeded
in obtaining two different specimens for
me, that could be fully depended on, as
originating- in this manufactory, It ap-
pears' that it is generally mixed with
other tea, so as to deceive the parties test-
ing it. How this manufactory was con-~
ducted I am not preparéd to say:—but
some preparation of copper must have been
employed, as the presence of that metal is
readily detected in the specimens Ireceiv-
ed. . I'believe,-however, that this sophis~
tication has ceased. -

"I have now to call your atfention to
another adulteration of the most flagrant
kind.. Two samples of tea, a black and a
green, were lately put into my hands by a

merchant for examination, the results:of
which he has allvived me to make public.
The black tea was styled scented caper;
the green, gunpowder ; and I understand
they are usually imported into this country
in small chests called catty packages. The
appearance of these teas is remarkable ;
they are apparenily exceedingly closely
rolled, and very heavy; the reasons for
which will be clearly demonstrated. They .
possess a very flagrant odor. The black
tea isin compact granules, like shot of va~
rying size, and presenting a fine glossy
lustre of a very black hue. The greenis
also granular and compact, presenting a
bright pale-bluish aspect, with a shade of.
green, and so highly glazed and faced, that
the facing rises in clouds of dust when it
is agitated or poured from one vessel to
another ; it even coats the vessels or pa-
per on which it may be poured. On ex-
amining these samples, in the manner de-
scribed in my former paper, to remove-
this facing, I was struck by the tenacity
with which it adhered to the surface, and
which 1 bad never remarked in any pre-
vious sample, requiring it to be soaked for
some time in the water bzfore it could be
detached ; with this precaution, however,
the greater part of the facing material was
removed. It proved, in the case of the
sample of green tea, to be a pale Prussian .
blue, a yellow vegetable color, which we .
now know to be turmeric, and a very large
proportion of sulphate of lime. The fac-
ing from the sample of black tea was per-
Jectly black in color, and en examination
was found to cousist of -earthy graphite or
black lead. It was observed that during
the prolenged soaking operation, to which
these teas had been submiited, there was
no tendeéncy exhibited in either case to un--
roll or.expand, for a reason which will be-
presently obvious. One of the samples-
was therefore -treated with hot- water,
without, however, any portion of a leaf .
being rendered apparent. It increased in
size slightly, was disintegrated, and then
it was found that a large quantity of sand .
and dirt hiad subsided ; this was separat-.
ed by decantation, and collected’; it was .
found to amount to 1.5 grains from 10
grains of the sample, or 15 in the 100 parts. .
It was evident, however, that much of the,
lighter particles must have been lost in the
process of- decantation ; a weighed quan-
tity of the sample was therefore carefully..
calcined, until the ash was quite white,,
and the whole of the carbonaceous, mat-
terburnt off ; it yielded a result equivalent .
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14 37.5 on the 100 giaris.A Duriag this opg-_! bewever, that a market for them is found

ration, also, no expansion or uncurling of |

the leaf, as is generally to be observed
when heat is applied to a genuine tea,
was seen; in fact, it was quite evident
there was no leaf to uncurl, the whole of
the tea being in the form of dust. The
question next presented itself as to how
these materials had been held together,
and this was readily solved ; for, on exa-
mining the infusion resulting from the ori-
ginal soaking of the sample, abundant evi-
dence of gum was exhibited.

The sample of ‘green tea was of a pre-
cisely similar kind to the black; it yielded
4,55 gramns of ash, &ec., from 10 grains of
the specimen, or 45.5 per cent. A speci-
men of Java gunpowder yielded 5 per cent.
of ash ; so that we have in this sample 40.5
per ceut. of dirt and sand over and above
the weight of ash yielded by the incinera-
tion of a genuine tea.

Thus we have then in these samples a
mixture of tea dust with dirt and sand,
agglutinated into a mass with a gummy
matter, most probably manufactured from
rice-flour, then formed into granules of
the desired size, and lastly dried and co-
lored, according to the kind required
by the manufacturer, either with black
lead, if for black tea; or with Prussian
blue, gypsum, or turmeric, if intended for
green.

Since examining these two samples, I
have obtained through a friend another
specimen of green tea, having a very dif-
ferent appearance ; that is, better manufac-
ed, or rather, I should say, more likely to
deceive the customer, from its being made

to imitate an unglazed tea. Itis of a yel-,

lowish-green color, scented and granulated
as the former samples, and not much dust-
ed; it yielded 34 per cent. of ash, sand
and dirt. .

On inquiry, I have learned’ that about
750,000 Ibs. weight of these teas have
heen imported into this country within the
last eighteen months, their introduction
being quite of modern origin ; and I under-
stand that attempts have been made to get
them passed through the Customs as ma-
nufactured goods, and not as teas ; a title
which they certainly richly inerit, al-
though it must be ‘evident, from a mo-
ments consideration, that the revenue
would doubtless be defrauded, inasmuchas
the consumer would have to buy them as
teas from the dealer, It is to be feared,

elsewnuie. Tii Thinese, i appewis, - iil
not sell them except as teas, and have the
candor to specify them as lie teas; and if
they are mixed with other teas of low qua-
lity, the Chinese merchant gives a certifi-
cate, stating the proportion of the lic fea
present with the genuine leaf. This ma-
nufacture and mixing is evidently prac-
tised to meet the price of the English mer-
chant. In the case of the above samples,
the black is called by the Cbinese, lic
Slower caper ; the green, lic gunpowder 5
the average value is from 8d. to Is. per
Ib. The brokers have adopted the cu-
rious term gum and dus/, as applied to
these lie teas or their mixtures, a cog-
nomen which at first I had some difficul-
ty in understanding, from the rapid man-
ner in which the two first words were run
together.
- I will subjoin the results obtained from
the careful incineration of a variety of
teas, as they may be interesting, for the
purpose of comparison, and illustrate the
point I have mentioned as to'these spu-
rious teas being mixed with genuine ones.
Gunpowder tea, made in Java, gave 5.0
grains of ash in the 100 parts: .
Gunpowder, during the East India Compa.

ny’s Charter - - 50
Kemaon hyson - - - 6.5
Assam hyson - . - 6.0
Lie gunpowder, No. 1 . - 455

s «  No.2 . -~ 340
Scented caper - - - - 585
Lie flower caper - . - 375
M:xturcs containing these lie, teas, '

No. 1., - 225
“ *  No.2- 11.0

—Quarterly Journal of the C/wmic'al Society,
July 1, 1851. S

Death of Priessnitz,—Priessnitz, the
celebrated founder of hydropathy, died at
Graefenberg on the 26th of November, at
the age of 52. In the morning of that day
Priessnitz was up and stirring at an early’
hour, but complained of the cold, and had
wood brought in to make a large fire. His
friends had for some time believed him to
be suffering from dropsy of the chest, and
at their earnest entreaty he consented. to
take a litlle medicine,  exclaiming all.
the while, ¢ It is of no use.”> He would
see no physician, but remained to the last
true to his profession. About four o’clock
in the afternoon of the 26th he asked to be
carried to bed, and upon being laid down
he expired.—London Medical Gazettey
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On the Preservation of .inimal - Sub~!ing t¢ the Jast. 20 graing
"siances, by TENRY Goapsy, M. D.—Dr;

Goadby, who was formerly Dissector of
Minute Anafomy lo the Royal College of
Surgeons of England, has communicated
a most interesting paper o the American
Journal of Science and Arls, (Silliman’s)
on the above subject.  The expense and
difficulty of preserving morbid preparations
in this country, alcohol being the fiuid em~
ployed, renders the subject one of extreme
moment to us. The substances employed
are rock salt, alum, corrosive sublimate,
and arsenious acid, and they are never all
employed at one time. Their relative
qualities are thus detailed by the author,
although epilomized : rock salt preserves
the characteristics of the tissues unimpair-
ed, better than any other agent, and he
uses it more frequently than any other;
alum coagulates the albumen in proportion
to the quantity employed, and acts chemi-~
cally on the carbonate of lime ; corrosive
sublimate is employed mamly to prevent
fungus vegetation in the fluids holding an-
imal tissaes in suspension ; arsenic softens
the animal tissues to a remarkable degree,
and should not be employed for prepara-
tions kept in glass vessels, as it acts chem-
icailly upon the lead which they contain.
Dr G. employs it, however, for ifs soften-
ing properties, to recover animals that had
been hardened and corrugated, or.to per-
form elaborate dissections of nerves.—
Goadby’s fluids used, are the following :

i e 1. N
Rock Salt, 4 ounces,
Alum, : 2 ounces,
Corrosive Sublimate, 4 grains,
“Boiling Water, 80 ounces.

A fnixtui-é, containing half the,corrosivg
sublimate and water,. is occasionally em-
ployed, but is considered too astringent.

R ot " 2.
- Rock Salt, 8 ounces,
.- Corrosive Sublimate, 2 grains,
... Boiling Water, 40 ounces. -

“The arsenical fluid is prepared by 2dd-

of arnaniave-

phrgRb &~y 1

By this admixture, the colors of the ani-
mal tissue are preserved,

la o 2L
ouiul

Mode of Using the Fluids.—When ei-
ther of the-foregoing fluids is required
for the display of preparations in a public
or private collection, they should be well

filtered. If the filtration be properly per-

formed, these fluids are remarkably bright,
white, and brilliant, far exceeding in thiz
respect any alcoholic fluids.

The best, neatest, and readiest mode, in
my experience is the plan of my inven-
tion, namely : first “piace in the upper
vessel of a small copper glue pot some
marine glue cat small ; in the Jower ves-,
sel, where the carpenter would put water
for the careful dissolution of animal glue,.
put linseed oil, and then apply heat; the

temperature of the boiling oil will dissolve

the glue the first, second, and even a third
time, with care; after this it becomes al-
tered in its propertics, and refractory.

The dissolved glue should be rapidly.
applied to the rim of the glass jar (which
must be quite dry and free from grease,)
with a brush, and the only brush that
will stand, I make in this way. " 1
take a piece of rattan cane as long as'a
cedar drawing pencil, and cut off the cor-

tex carefully from one end of it to the:
length I desire the brush te be, being par-

ticular rot to let the knife go into the sub-
stance of the cane any more than I can
help. I macerate the prepared end of the:
cane for a short time in water, and then,
while yet wet, I pound it with 2 hammer
upon some hard” substance’ (iron or stone)
constantly turning it with my hand until
all the fibres of the cane be liberated; and

my brush is then complete. - A disc of,

glass should be cut to fit the top of the jar,
inade-clean, and the part that is "to "be 'in
contact with-the jar also thinly coated®
with the hot glue.” The disc should pre-

- | viously have had-a small hole drilled:

through the centre, (about one-eigth of an-
inch diameter) for a reason that will pre-
sently appear. - s Vo

The two surfaces of glass .being appa--
rently coated with marine glue, but really.
without contact, the latter must be insured

by means of a hot iron- which should be:

carefully-passed over the suriace of the
glue several times {ill it and the glass'bee’

come hot, care'being taken to:keep the:
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iron conziantly in motion, and always on
ike edye of iy jar, or of the dise, &e in
that case the axpa.sion will be equai,and
no danger occur cven if the iron be red
hot ; but, it will instantly break if the
iron be allowed ‘o linger in one place, or
touch any but the outer portion of the
disc, or the rim of the jar.

By means of a syringe, to which a
small pipe is affixed, fill up the jar with
the preserving fluid, not quite full, howe-
ver, as the great expansion of the fluid
(the B especially) in sudden increase of
temperature, may cause the breakage of
the top glass ; then cat a cork to fit the
small hole tightly, insert it, pare it off
level with the surface, place uvpon it a
piece of solid marine glue made to adhere
to the cork by means of the point of the
hot iron, and cover it with another disc of
glass of about the size of a ten cent piece,
and the preparation is finished.

It is a good practice to prepare the por-
tion of thread that is to come outside of
the jar, the cork, and even the surfaces of
glass to be coated, with a liguid solution
of the marine glue, which may be made
by dissolving 2 piece of glue in an excess
of whitewood Naphtha.

Should a stopper become fixed in the
neck of a bottle by the crystallization of
the salt, it may be easily removed by dis-
solving the salt by waler, and gently
tapping the cross piece of the stopper at
its extreme ends, (never across its shortest
diameter,) with a deor key. If the cross
piece come off, make it, and the remainder
of the stopper that is in the neck of the
bottle fiot with the iron, apply marine glue,
and cement them together,—when cold,
renew your operations,—the stopper is
stronger now than before, will easily come
out, and last longer than one not broken.
To keep the fluids in stoppered boitles and
to prevent the possibility of the salt crys-
tallizing on the outside of the stopper, the
marine glue may be advantageously em-
ployed ; or a cement, proposed by Prof.
Olmsted, of Yale College, made by melting
resin and lard together by the application
of heat, and intimately mixing them, The
respective quantities of the materials will
depend on whether the cement is required
to become hard, or not. If the former, the
resin must be in excess; if the latter, use
more lard. For the purpose that I indi-
dicate.above, it should be suiff, and ropy ;
remaining just soft enouzh in hot weather;
to spread with apaletie knife. -+ -

[ British Zanerican Journal.

SION'TREAL, JANUARY 1, 1852,

THE PROVINCIAL LUNATIC ASY-
LUM, AND THE U. C. JOURNAL.

One of the most striking benefits confer-
red upon a people vy the press, is the ex-
posure of improper conduct and practice in
the body politic, and, by a vigorous denun-
ciation of them, to prohibit their repétition,
and thus preserve the morale of the com-
munity. The press is mighty for good or
evilin this way ; and the moral tone of a
community can be always safely inferred
by the character of its publications, which
are ephemeral precisely inaccordance with
that tone. As itis with the general mass
of the people, so is it also with particular
sections, or with those devcted to par-
ticular pursuits. The press, if such the
latter possesses, must be taken asthe mir-
ror of its moral ‘ and intelléctual constitu-
tion ; and-as, in all communities, and sec~
tions of communities, there are tobe found
men erring in their ways, over whose faults
the veil of oblivien may be occasionally
appropriately thrown, yet, when gross vio-
lations of the moral rules are perpetrated,
if circumstances preclude exposure, the
press should, at least, not attempt a justifi-
cation of the fault, or throw its protecting
Agis over the offender.  This savors, to
us, of a prostitution of ils prerogative.
In struggling 'for the obsérvance of the
ethics of the Profession in their highest
state of purity, as the certain means of
making that profession what'it shoald be,
—respected on all sides,—it should treat,
in this matter, all alike. The interests of
one are nothing compared with those of
the many ; and while it ¢nothing extenu-
ates nor sets down aught in malice,” its -
own'position should be clear and defined, -
guided by but one rule—a full apprecia~
tion of its own duty and responsibility, as
representing the interests of an enlighten-
ed profession, whose cause it has taken u
and professes to advoeate. * l:o: -

ty
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" These reflections were painfully. for-
¢~d upon us, when peruvsing
eariorial in the last number of wur Upper
Canada contemporary,upon the recent in~
quest in connection with the Proviecial
Lunatic Asylum, in Toronto, the details
of which we chronicled in our own last
issue ; and, while we refer our readers to
that report, we shall, at present, merely
advert to some of its leading particulars.

- A patientin the Provincial Lunatic Asy-
lum, named Andrews, died on the 11th No-
vember.- An inquest was held on the body
on Sunday the 12th, and the remains in
their supposed integrity were sent to the
grave-yard for interment on Monday the
13th. 1In assisting the grave-digger to re-
move the coffin, 2 gentleman remarked its
lightness, which led to investigation, and
the disciosure that the body was minus its
head and neck, and right superior and in-
ferior extremities. On the following Wed-
nesday, doubtless in consequence of the
rumors afloat, and popular excitement, the
missing membets were sent to the wrave.
yard in a deal box, and at asecond mquest
held on the following Saturday, they were
identified as parts of the same body, and, in
Dr Lyons’ fanguage, presented the follow-
ing appearances: ¢sthe head had been sawn
in two, and put together again—the sin-
ews of the neck were gone—the arm, head,
and leg had. been partially dissected, and
the leg had been taken off, apparently for
the purpose of practxsm«r amputauon at
the thigh bone.”

*Such are the simple facts of the case ;
and that the citizens of Toronto should
have felt indignant at such . wanton muti-
lation of the remains of an unfortunate in-
mate of their Asylum, is not in the least
surprisinv tous; and, in our opinion, it
was desetving of much graver condemna-
tion at the hands of the Commissioners of
the Asylum, than that which it really re~
ceived, -who merely passed 2 vote of cen-
sure on their medical superintendenty for
“indiscretion and a want of judgment.”

the Jzading i

Now, no'one who reads the’ déscript:on"
which the dismembarad naTs prosshtedy
will credit the assertion sy speciously ad-
vanced by the Upper Canada Journdl,
that they were abstracted for the purpose
of pathological investigation, or to detect
some ¢ structural peculiarity.”> The ex-
istence of such a peculiarity is, in all cases,
questionable. Itis ra=: that a priore rea~
soning will indicate it.  That they were
retained for the purposes of dissection, and
were, in accordance with that intention,
literally so used, there can be no manner of
doubt. We objectnot to the medical Super-
intendent’s maintaining his knowledge of
anatomy in the only proper way by which
he could do so, viz: by dissection; bat
there are legitimate, as well as illegitimate
modes of effecting that object ; and in this
instance, he emphatically selected the lat-:
ter, with concomitants,—as regards. his
position in the Asylum,—which expose
him to the heavy censure of every right-
minded member of the Profesmn. -

Pl e,

But our contemporary' furibier declares
that “he was justified by the law of the
land, in making a post mortem exa.mma-
tion of the body.” And so he was. ' And
let us ask, why did he not ‘do it at'the
proper time and place, viz : at Mr Coroner
Duggan’s inquest at the Asylumi2*® It wag
not done at the very time the law directs,
the consequence of which laxity resalted-
in the'remarkably indefinite verdict that
«the deceased died of dis’eaéé 'of ""the'

e

* The U. C. Journal al]cges that “xt was'
proved that Dr Scott had made a post morlem
examination of the bedy prior to giving his
evidence before Mr. Coroner, Doggan.”: We
ask where the proof exists ?  On the contrary.
Mr Burns, the door.keeper and apothecary at
the Asylum, deposed, at the y
* that no post mortem examination took place
either before or after the inquest, that a post’
mortem examination did " take place on Mon-'-
day morning,” (twenty-four_hours - after the .

inquest.—Ed.) “aad thst Dr Scott cut off-

the head and limbs for anatonncal purpo.es. X
&e.P—See page 362,
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lungs and -stomach!”” Had Andrews no
disease of the brain? Had he no disease
of the liver? And what disease of the
Tungs, and what of the >siomach, Wers ibuss
which he bad? And were these primary
or secondary affections?  if the Toronto
Asylum, which has cost the Province so
large a sum, is to be managed in this
manner, its fertile sources of knowledge
closed by the wilful blincness of those
who should be keenly alive ta their impor-
tance, then we say that but little real bene-
fit from it will be conferred upon the com-
munity. It will be as it has been—a mere
lazar house, existing for the day,and exert-
ing no possible influence on the future.

* Bat the “climax of our contemporary’s
special pleading is capped by the following,
which, lest we shonld be considered as
doing violence to the original language,
or perverting its meaning, we give entire,
¢ Dr. Scott.has in our opinion displayed
¢ indiscretion and want of judgment’.'not
in removing and retaining the portions of
the body, which he. considered worthy of
paruculat and careful examination, but in
not directing his subordinate officers to
see the body of his patlent propetly and
decently interred, and in allowing it to be
left to the custody of an unscrupulous
sexton, who for some consideration, or the

gratification' of ; his own idle curiosity,,

vqodld subject the corpse to. the gaze of
inquisitive and officious bystanders. Again
we_think Dr. Scott to have been in error,.
in sending at the time he did, the portions
of the body he nad retained, to the sexton
for interment ; it was a concession to pub-
lic sensitiveness ; a tacit acknowledgment,
as it were, of impropriety on his pari,
which really did not exist.”> Such then,
we presume, is the standard of morality
advocated by the Upper Canada Journal,
the self-constituted organ of the Upper Ca-
nada Profession. Oh, tempora’ Oh, mores!
The thief who robs you of your purse,
would’ exhibit both sound judgment and

discretion in not returning it, except at
his convenience ; -and the offence would
cease to be one, if he kept it for ever,
provided it Was tever Missed. Such s
a legitimate application of the sentiment
conveyed in the above quotation; and dif-
fering, toto celo, from our contemporary,
we think that Dr. Scott exhibited both
sound judgment and discretion in return-
ing < when he did,”’ what clearly was
not his, no matter for what purposes soever
retained, although these are too . patent,
while our contemporary has exhibited both
¢ indiscretion and want of judgment” in
inditing such nonsense as that quoted, and
in pledging ex cathedra the Profession to
its accuracy and support.

We certainly did not intend to have
alluded to this Toronto Asylum business,
or to have expressed any opinion upon it,
beyond that contained in the four fines of
editorial comment when we published the
Report in our last number ; but the’ sin-
gular defence of the medical superintend-
ent, adopted by the U. C. Jourral, has
forced us to declare our oplmons on the
point more unreservedly than we pur-
posed. Our contemporary will not give us,
the credit for being influenced by any of
the private cliques, political or otherwise,
of Toronto. We fiave taken the subject
up on its mere merits. ~ And while the
medical superintendent has little cause of
rejoicing, in the méde in which the Upper
" Canada Journal has'advocated his cause)
the Journal itself must learn, that its opi-
nions and judgments should -be guided
neither by fear,- favory nor affection, and.
that, holding in its hands the 'integrity of-
the Profession, it- should be cautious,lest’
that integrity should be impeached. - -

But before we conclude;, we must take
the opportunity of correcting our contem-
porary on a misapprehension ‘under which’
it labors. The U. C.Journal observeson.
the hroad question of the. necessity for
minute anatomical study; little,:it may be-
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supposed, would require to be said at the
present day.
where, legislative provision has lopg since
been made for its efficient prosecntion.—
Our contemporary then alludes o the
abuses of ¢ a grave® character,” which
existed antecedently to the enactment
of a law, by which bodies of persons
dying under certain circumstances were
delivered over to the schools of medi-
cine, and finally winds up by remarking
that ¢ such a measure is required in this
country,” and directs Dr Rolph’s earnest
attention to the subject, to obfain this
¢ needful concession.”” We apprehend
that Dr Rolph will act in this matter as
we now do, viz: by directing the atten-
tion of the U. C. Journal to the provisions
of the 7 Vic., Cap. 5, known under the
title of ¢ an Act (o regulate and facilitate
the study of Anatomy,” which was sanc-
tioned on the 9th December, 1843, there-
fore a tolerably old dct, in 'which every
¢ necdful cancession *? has been made, and

f the existence and operation of which, we
are aslomshed that our Upper Canada con-
temporary should appear to have no know-
ledge.

The Canadian Schools of Medicine.
—The following is, we believe, a tolera-
bly: correct relurn of the matriculated
stadents in each-'Medical school in the
Province :—

' Uiversity of Toronto........» tllg
Toronto { Trinily College.c.ovcacaaases .

ol %Toronyto School of Medicine.... 31
Umvcrsnty of M¢Gill College. .. 64
St Lawrence School of Medicine 24
Montreal School of Medlcme 24

Quebec School ol‘Mcdncmc.. tisidaaveese 16

Montreal §

Sl Patr:ck’s Hospital.—This hos:
pntal is now established. Its.medical staff
is composed as follows :—

“». We livpe our contemporary was not pun-
ning, but was soberly serious.. The subject is
‘unquesuonably of too grave a characler to be
treated lightly.

In Great Britain, 2nd else-|.

R. L. Macdonnell, M.D., Surgeon and
Lecturer on Clinical Surgery.
A B, David

TN
STKTINy erae

P., Phystviau dnd Léc-
turer on Clinical Medicine.

H. Howard; M.R.C.5.L., Opthalmic and
Aural Surgeon, and Lecturer on Op-
thalmic and Aural Surgery.

S. B. Schmidt, M.D. z

Assistant Physici-
Thes. M‘Grath, M.D.

ans and Surgeons.

To Subscribers.—We issued during
the month, after an examination of the
financial affairs of the Journal, a circular
{0 all subseribers in arrears, specifying to
each the amount due, and the volumes for
which payments have not becn made.
Nearly £500 are due the Jo\unal, com=
posed of small sums, individually owing,
of trifling moment to each subscriber, but
the non-payment of which is productive
ot serious inconvenience to onrselves, and-
if much further prolonged will necessitate
the discontinuance of the Journal. If the
Journal is to be continued after the present
volume, it must be by strict adherence to
its terms—advance payment of the sub-
scriplion; to which we will be forced to
add the.usual alternative, common to every
American penodncal, of an increased sub~
scription price, if delay in payment takes
place.  We return thanks to'those ol‘ our;
subscribers who have rephed to our cir-
cular. L [~;: RTINS S

[ .-
N P

Circular.—We have received during
the month, from Prof. Gross, the snbjomed
circuldr; with a reqitest for its publlcatmn.
We earnestly recommend it to the alten-
tion of our surgical friends,” under-the full
expectahon -that- they will' co-operate in
the work in which their assistance is re-
quesled :

To . the Medical Prnjessmn of ll:c United
Statés and Canada—

The undersigned having been appoiqted,
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at the last meeting of the American Medi-
can Association, Chairman of the commit-
tee on the ¢ Results of Surgical Operations
in Malimnant Diseasac 3 racpestfnlly cn-
licits contributions to the subject, founded

* upon personal obsesvation. To place the
subject in as tangible a form as possible,
ke begs leave to direct attention to the
following points :

1. The difference between cancerous
and cancroid diseases, or those affections
which are truly malignant, and those
which are only partially so. = In the for-
mer category are comprised scirrhus, en-
cephaloid, and melanosis; in the latter,
certain maladies of the skin and mucous
tissues, as lupus, cheloid, eiloid, and can-
cer of the lip.

2. The precise seat of the disease, as
the skin and subcutaneous ceilular tissue;
the' eye, €ars, nose, face, lips, tongue,
salivary glands, jaws, and gums; the
lymphatic ganglions of the neck, axilla,
groin, and other regions; the mammary
gland, uterus, ovary, vulva and vagina,
penis and testis; the anus and rectum ;
and, finally, the extremities.

* 8. The age, sex, temperament, resi-
dence, and occupation of the patient.

4, The cause of the disease, its pro-
gress, and the state of the part and of the
system at the time of the operation.

5. Mode of operation ; whether by the
kuife, caustic or ligature.

6. Time of death, or relapse, after ope-
ration.

7. Examination of the morbid product;
how conducted— whether by the unassist-
ed eye alone, or by means of the micros-
cope, and chemical tests.

The undersigned hopes that the impor-
tance of the subject confided to him, as

chairman of the committee above referred.

to, will be sufficiently appreciated by his
professional brethren to induce them to aid
him in carrying out the wishes of the
American Medical Association. The sub-
ject is one of absorbing interest, and can-
not fail, if praperly treated, to elicit matter
of the greatest benefit. It is very neces-
sary that all communications upon’ the
subject should be sent to the chairman of
tlhse’écommitlee by the 1st of January,
5. - ‘

Medical journals,and newspapers friend-
ly to the interests of medical science, will
confer a favor upon the undersigned by

Le jneartine tha shava natiea.
2y taserfrag the 2hayae No

it

5. D. GROSS, M.D.

University of Lonicville,
June 29, 1851.

Errata.—Our readers are requested to cor-
rect the following errors in the review of
Walker on Intermarriage. In page 329, col*
2, line 27, for “wicked,” read * naked ;"
page 330, col. 1, line 6, for some,” read
¢ fewer?

OBITUARY.
December 2,—Dr Alexander Wylie, of
Matilda.
December 6.—At Ascot, Eastern Townships?
William Wilson, M.D., aged 67 years.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Letters are acknowledged from the follotw.
ing gentlemen :—Dr Wight, St. Jokns;
Messrs Stringer & Townsend, New-York ;
Dr Gauvreau, Riviére.du.Loup ; Dy Douglas,
Quebec; Dr M Donald, Cornwall; Dr Se.
well, Sorel; Dr Evans, Rickmond; Prof
Croft, Toronto; Dr Hill, Bytown; Dr
M:Cargow, York; Dr Beaupre, Drummond.
ville; Capt Lefroy, Toronts; .Dr Foster,
Froste Village ; Mr Willard, Albany, N.Y.;
Dr Low, Darlington; Dr Vancourtlandt,
Bytown; Dr Gilbert, Hatley; Mr Watts,
Wellington Square ; Dr Orr, Bondhead; Dr
Harvey, Kingston ; Dr Howard, St Andrews,

BOOKS &c., RECEIVED.

Operative Surgery, by J. F. Malgaigne. Phi~
ladelphia : Blanchard & Lea. 1851,

Annual Report of the, Normal, Model, and
Common Schools in Upper Canada ;" with
an Appendix: Lovell & Gibson. 1851.

The Spinal Nerves, their disposition and dis-'
tribution, arranged for the use of students, by
W. Wright, M.D.,Demonstrator of Anatomy,
M<Gill College. ' v

The Cranial Nerves, their leading points ar-
ranged for the use of students, by the same.
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