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CALENDAR.

Octoser 31—Sunday—XXII1 after Pent, I Nov S. Siricius
P. C. Doub Snp.

Novixser 1—Monday—All Saints Doub 1 ¢l with Oct Holyd.

2—~Tuesday—All Souls Semid.

8-—Wednesday—Of the Octave.

4—Tuursday—S. Charles Borromerus B C. Doub.

5—Friday-—Of the Octhve. .

8-—Saturday—Of the Octave.

TEMPERANCE.

We have nearly arrived au that season of the year when all
the injurious effects of intemperance are more clearly seen than
at any other. With every advantage a winter in Nova Scoua
is more than enough to task the efforts of tle poor man i the
support of his family, but if he is addicted 1o habits of intern-
perance, it is a wnatter of utter impossibility to provide thein
even with the necessaries of life. This consideration alone
should induce every father of a poor family to cultivate habits

our own observation that children have been kept, during the
entite year, from school and from Catechisin on Sundays, be-
cause their unhappy parent had dissipated in ihe dram shop the
means of providing them with shoes, and with proper clothing
1o enable them to attend to either.  How often have we scen
instances where children of tender years, corrupted by the evil
exampse of those who should lead them to virtue, seck the
poisoned cup of intempérance wit* the same cagerness as the
parent, and thus blast every prospeet for life, and perhaps for
eternity. We have had visible examples in this small commu-
nity of the vengeance of Heaven upon the drunkard—some
have been cut oft' without the henefit of the priest—without
having received the Sacraments, the only consolation of tue
dying christian, Summencd b-fore the Tribunal of God's Jus-
tice in the midst of their iniquity, 2 warniag to these uafortu-~
unate wretches who aro following in their train, a warning too
often alas ! despised, and when despised, soon again to be
realized ia the fato of another and another victim.

Is it not melancholy to reflect too, that these terrible exam-
ples have occurred among the best beloved pottion of God’s

of industry and sobriety, for if we are 161d by the Apostle that;Church—the poor ; the poor, so dear to the Sun of God that
he who neglects the care of his own houseliold is worsc than e ussumed their condition, lived wuh thews, conversed with
an infide) ond that the faith is not in hun, with what feclings them, entwined his affections round them, numbered them as
can we look upon the unhappy drunkard who renders his Litle, his friends—1the poor, the best favounites of Heaven, the most
home a melanchuly picture of desolation and abandonment, valuable postion of the Church, of whom the Redeemer said,

who, not content with embittering the peace of his wife and
betraying the spiritual and temporal interests of his childsen,
scems also bent upon his own destructiun.  There are many
among us whose children are growing up in vice and ignorance
—the usual conscquences of the debasing crime of drunkenuess
in their parents.  'Those wretched people seem to think that
Heaven will not exact a rigorous account of the manner in
which they have provided for their childrens’ welfare.  Every
parent has an awful responsibility to encounter, and the man
who unfits himself by intemperance to discharge the duties
which it imposes,is a sinner of ths blackest and vilest character.
How often have we been t0ld, liow ofien has it not come under

speaking to the disciples of Joln the Bapust, when he gave
the marks of his divine mission, ** the gnspel is preached to
the poor.” Is it not nweiancholy in the eatreme that those who
have no consolation here beluw save that which religion affords,
to whom tuil and tribulation and anxiety seem the poruon al-
lotted them in tiis world,-—for whose labour there is no rest
at this side of tlic grave—whoso condition is despised by the
rich—frowned at by the great—and ceed as an argument
against the providence of Gnd Himself, by the libert:ne and tho
irfidel, is it uot melancholy that they should be the vicums of
intemperznce ! The rich man may gra#hy his passions—he
may humour his tasie fur extravagance —he may feed his mind
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with the litle vanities of birth, or if ha cannot boast of uiong
line of aristocracy, he may inflate himself with vuincuning uirs
and pompous pretensions-~he may think of acquiring respect
by the very means wiich render him ridienlous and contemptis
ble—he may make Manuman his god, and this world his ctor-
nity. but still he has some sort of snimal happiness-she ean
look with an eye of complacency upon his Jands, his house,
his furniture, his gonds, and Ins noney—he may rejmco that
it is not in the power of an enciy to lessen his credit or to de-
prive hin of bread ; and so far he enjoys worldly happiness.
But the poor man who is deprived of all these things; who
has nothing but tho labour of his hauds to support him ; whose
wmeans of support are continually fluctuating, rendering hima
prey to anaiety, thieateuny hun with poverty and disgrace,
whose house is ofien the picture of his soul, cold, cheerless and
desolate, who hears the cry of his hungry child without being
able to reliéve it ; and who, notwithstandiug all thus rushes to
the dram-shoy, to ‘spend his doleful pitiance of wages—thiat poor
mun, werepeat, is the mout unfortunate of human beings. Des-
pised by the world, that hell that he makes fer himself on
earth, and into which be drogs so many others is only a pre-
Jude to those eternal torments which he may encounter here-
after. Aslong as we live, to be sure, we are never to despair,
but hape itself wears a siekly aspect to theeve of the drunkard.
The futere for him hike a dark and blasted waste overhung by
a lowering cloud is an object of terror and amazement. He
gazes at the shadow of death through the mist of his sins.
Ileaven and Earth, and Hell, scem all combined sgainst him,
and hié shuns the misery vpon which ke cannot lvok only by
plunging into excesses wInch hasten s ruin, and usher him
into that doleful region where a ray of hope shall not penetrate
as Jony as Gud shall be God. 'L'his is no picture of the imagi
nation, it is a stern, a frightful reality.  itis a fact woth re-
membering that of those wito have been hurnicd untimely into
clernity nearly all had beea persons of dissolute, abandoned,
and drunken habits. How can the man who drinks, and whose
carnings are small, do comnion justicgto his family ! How can
he discharge the duty of a hushand or a father?  Iow can ho
satisfy his obligations to society T Without being divectly stig-
matized as a robber he ravhs with bim in public estimaion—
nay, he is a more detestable character than the comnion thicef,
for he robs his fanuly not oaly of the substance which should
sustain thein, but he riots over the ruin of their bodies and their
souls, In vain will the endearing sympithy that should sub-
sist between man and wife appeal 0 bun, for he isdeaf to cvery
voice but the whisper of his sottishness ; w vain will the pallid,
cmaciated face of his child, its rags and its wrewchedness, sp-
peal to him—deafl to the entreaties of misery in its loudest or
its gentlest accents of complaint—disgusting and faithless, as a
husband ; crucl, as a father; worthless, as a citizen; he lives
but for limself and that self is a hell. Sunken, debased, do-
graded, lost ; ialife, a thing without life, or spirit, oi intelli-
gence, ho sinks into his grave unpitied and unmourncd, his very
tody becoming loathsome food to the worms that will fatten
upen it.  Such is the man likely to become who has given him-
self up to the shameful practice of intemperance—such is the
drunkard. Ttis much to be feared that there aro tov wany
among us to whom the oharacter of the drunhaid is applicable.
1t is only the Catholic Priest who can knsw 21l 1he heariburu-

ings caused by intemperance—~he kaows that 1 carries in its
train an innumcrable muliitude of evils, 2nd iic sees them all

hrought to a focus when he gazes upon the death bed of the sin
ner—thero, as ina Mitror, he beholds the wreck of body and
soul, and sometimes in the discharge of the duties of his mins-
try is he called in to sooth tho wild dolirious ravings of one
who i in the aganicsof death, and s\t hose mouth utters nothieg
but what is incoherent, profane, or blasphemons.  No tongue
can tell tho frightful end of the confirmed, tho unrepenting
draukard. .

It is painful tothink too that there are many among us who have
taken the pledge at Father Matthew’sown hands, and who have
boen known to vivlate it, nay, who have been seen diank vpon
the streets of 1alifax. This is mournful in the extreme. The
poor emigraut who has come to this side of the Atlaniie to bet-
ter his condition, or 10 acquire a decent competency shouli
louk upon the maintenance of his pledge as the best guarantee
of auccess—without friends in many cases—without = home and
in a strange country, far away from those whom he Joved and 11
whom he confided,—where every step bic takes must be guided
by prudence and by caution to him the cultivation of striely suber
habits 1s essemtinlly necessary,  Thrown upan his own resources
his industry and energy must be called icto action and with-
out a character for sobriety in vain will he toil through the
labour-that is'before him. Those dreams of happiness wihich
he thought he would realize in America will be changed inte
visions of despair, The precious time when iudastry might be
availableis lost for ever—his energies paralized—his family, if
he have one, piping in hopeless wretchedness,—his heart press-
ed down by the weight of his sins and miseries, he presents
the molancholy picture of an exile who expatriated himself 10
shun poverty at home, expiring bencath its iron grasp uvpon a
foreign shore, far away from tho country in which ho hoped
his bones would repose when his toil was all over. 1e may
have left an aged parent, a fond brother or sister behind him—
he may have promised them assistance when he would reap tho
fruits of his industry in America,—with tears in his eyes he
way have bid them faréivell. He may have told them that no
sooner would he land in the country to which he was going
than he*would write home to acquaint them of the fuct, and of
his chances of success—that his heart would be always with
them, rejoicing in their joy and saddening in their misfortunes.
If any one told him that he would break his plighted faith—
that e would never send cven aline to console a drooping
parent—that he would sperd in the public house what might be
of service to thuse whom he left ‘behind—that he would never
attend to one practical duty of his religion—that he would for-
get Gud, his patents and his country, his friends and himsclf,—
if any one told him this, he would tremble with horror and
amazement. And yet that all this will tarn out to be true, we
have too many moutnful examples to have anv doubt whatever.

To the emigrant then who took the pledge from I'ather Mat-
thew, and who may pave had the misfortune to violate it, we
would say ¢ renew your pledge as soon as possible ;> it is the
only means by which you can rescue yourself from destruction
—you cannot otheriwise satisfy the obligations which you owe
10 God, to your nejghbours and yourselves. It must be con-
fessed, that within the last few years the cause of Temperanco
all over the world has rather declined than advanced. The
wald enthusiasm which characterized it in the beginning has
sunk into 3 Jull—upon that as upon every humaa institution

has timo marked its corroding influence. Like every good
principle when strzineg too far, the causc of Temperance has
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sullered i the reflux of thet impotuasity which impeited it an.
In the United Sates during the temperance mama ihat existed
thero some years ago, crchards were cut down under the in-
fluence of fanaticism, and many hundred barrels of ale, of
cidor, of beer, aud spirits emptied upon the high roads. The

man who presumed to tako any ardent gpirits was looked up(m|r l ot R l
Jremly tecolved to atiend to our relr

asa Turk or & Heathen,—all morality, all obhgatiens to so-
ciety, every duty, religious, civl and political was to consiat
in one magic term alone, and that term was ‘Lemperance ; or
raihicr, it was a burlesque upun that sacred virtue properly un-
derstood.  Tivery impostor in that country who wished to tiot
ovevthe spails acquired from ignorance oz eredulity, began s
care2y by preaching up temperance—by ereating outlets where
every meddling babbler might cant himseif into aotoricty, and
the consequence is. that in the great cities of that Union the
caus: of temperance is in a sad condition indecd.  People,
wondared at the delusion pracused upon them, and .as i the
time of Charles the Second in Faglaud, vwhen puritarism sud-
dealy degeneratad into the vilest licentiousness, the principle

< . . .
af temperance adyacated unwisely fell into such contempt as it
neither merits nor deserves.  The movement in Treland and its
kindred branches in the Colonies have been more successfol ;
but we eannot conceal from ourselves the fict that both in
Tingland, Treland and Scotland ard in the Colonies tha various
Associations springing from, or claiming kindred with Father;
Matthew's own Associanon at Cotk, have lost a great deal of
the fervour which characterized them in the beginming.  Hun-
dreds have fallen anay w Cork under Father Matthew’s ownl
eves.  Dublin, Tondon, Limerick, Wiserford, St John's!
Newfoundland, St. John Brunswick, and many othec places,
that we conld mentinn can count their defections by handreds
tao,~—and 1s it wonderful then that Halifax should not have
escaped the storm which spread itstavages ever so many strong-

A N .
holds of ‘L'emperance.  We do not wonder at the defection
here. It was perfectly natural it was owing to a general
cause at worlk every where, the depravity of man—his rest-
less inelination to evil—hisz weakness, his folly, his having to
contend here as elsewhere with ail the evils which flesh is
heir to,~his presmipuon in faneying that he is all sufiiciem
for hiwself, und that he can procurc every grace from Heaven
by merely refraining from intoxicating liquors.

But it may he asked, and what remedy will you sucgest 1—
How will yoa prevent the spread of intemperanee ! Do yvon
think your mectings will do it? Do you tiink that mere talk-
ing will change man’s nature, and transform tie drunhard into
a sober mian T If we regarded mentings as the only micans of|
advaucing the causo of temperanee, we shouid abandon them
ultogether, for wo feel convineed that they are quite inadequate
to that object—that their consideration enters but slightly into
the motives which make peopleretain and give up their pledge ;
but still, 25 they do contribute something to the advancerent
of tho cause, they should be rathier fostered than treated with
cooluess.  But the grand remedy, the only reasonable ang that
ean be suggested, the only one that will stypd, the test of time,
a remedy of general aud particalar adpliention, a remedy com-
pared with which every other is mere trash and nonsense,—n
remedy for all places and all seasons, a remedy which every
Catholic has an opportunity of applying in his own case,
proinptly and eliicaciously,—=a remedy for every ovil as well as
that of intemperance; is simply this : Attentivn to your reli-
gious duties. Temperance based upon any other foundation is
nothing more than hypocerisy perched upon a mass of rottenness
that will be felt more sensibly the nearcritis approached. IHow
can tue virtues survive the wreck of the principle whichegives
them existence ! Temperance 1s onc of the Cardinal virtues—
itis not applicable to intoxicating drinks alone,—it extends to
every action—it enters into every channet of man’s duty—it is
the handinaid of every virtue,—it correcte averv excess or de-
fect 1n the practise of the others: itcomes from Heaven. How
can the man who has not complicd with lis religious duties

dutiag aix, ten, fifteen, twenty, or thirty years, how can he
stand up 24 an advocate of temperance 7 How can he rause lus
voice consistently in favoue of a causo upon which his hifurs
a scandalms bl b With what graco ean hio tath of morality
wha lives as if e helioved his rebigion a cheatt Noo if we
wish to tako tho pledge wih profit-——to reahze eversibieg
which we had promused surselves by taking wr, ve must be
aons duties. Without
this 1t wiil be a mere mockhery to apoproach —it wonld be het-
ter a thousand times never to take that jledge at all, for in th
majonty of instances a shameless violation of the pledgo will
follow where the resoluiton to aitend to our relystous duties 18
not fiemly taken, carnestly pursucd and recommended to Heaven,
Iive-ything that should be valued near-st and dearest to vs, 18
involved in that resalution, and any attempt to mah > men sober
without making them rehgious will meer what it deserves—
failure, scora and derision.

We hiave now arnved at the holy seasan of Advent—itis a
season at which the Church reminds her “eluldren that they
wmnsy rejeet the works of durkness and put on the armonr ot
light, for that the $oa of man would be seen coming 1 Ul
cloads of Hraven with yreat pover and majesty to judge tho
world,  ‘Uhz aespel tells us that we krow not ihe tine of our
visitation, but certain at is that the hour of deathr. though one
which we neither wish nor expect, wiit come, and perhaps
suddenty.  Likethe wretehed Jews who were deal to every
warning the sinner, maygo oun in Lis ecreer of iniguity—-he may
add habitual drunkenness to the catalogue of his other fright-
ful viees—Nhe mav leave his wife and lus children without the

ies of life during the scvere winter expericuced in this

neeessari
country—ho may btist all lus prospects earthly and eternal,
hut as sure as these is a God in Heaven, a duy of ternble retn-
bution is in stoie for lom. I there be anv among ovr readers
who feel that they have nced to take s pledge, or whose
example inight stunnlate others, let them go forward in the
name of Gad, nat only detraaunaed o abacdon the use of intoxt
catng drinks, bat still mose fully determumed to purgs their
souls from ihe guilt of si.e.
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A Tovewixg Iscroext.—The Now Crleans Picoruns says
that a few days since a pentleman of that city saw in the sireets
a lovely little girl of tender years standing on the barqueito
bathed intears. "Fhie good man approached her, andtaking her
by the hand inqnired the eause of Fer anguish. ‘T'he dear hittlo
creature continued to sob hitterly, antil at length she exclaimed:
¢ My (ather 20d Aother have been taken to Heaven, and 1 am
left an orphan.”  There were three or more persons by at this
ume, and the feelingly eloquent words of the engaging little ono
broucht tears fromevery eye.  ‘The worthy gentleman who first
addroesed hersaid a few kind words with a view of relicviegy
fier, and then'said : ¢ I will bo to you afather, and ny wita
(and no man has 2 hetter one) will greet you with 2 mother’s
smiles.”” 1le then took her by the hand and carried her to Ins
residence.  This is an achiovement on the ficld of merey, of
which any good man ghould he prond.— Nat Tutelligracer.,
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TIHE CONFESSIONAL.

Wo have lately met with an interesting pamphlet
from the English press, on Clerical celibacy and the
Confessional, being a letter addressed to a Protest-
ant gentteman by the Rev. P. McLachlan. The
following extract from it, on the Confessional, is
particularly commended to the carefu} perusal of
oyr Protestant readers.

¢t We Catholics believe, (and observe, if you
plerse, that I am merely propounding not proving
onr doctrines)--we Catholics believe that Christ
left to the pastors of his Church the power of for-
giving and retaining sin ;: we velieve this power to
be of a judicial nature, that is, that those who pos-
sess itact the part of a judge, and exert this power,
or exert it not, as in their conscience they deem it
expedient for the glory of God and the grod of|
souls. They can forgive sins—but only the sins
of those who are truly penitent, and otherwise truly
disposed : they can forgive sins—but not at random
nor capriciously —for they must know what those
sins are for which forgiveness is implored. Now,
the sins of the penitent, and the inward dispositions
of his soul, they can learn only from the penitent
himsclf. Hence on him devolves the duty of de-
claring his guilt, of expressing his sorrow—of|
vowing fideiity to Almighty God for the time’to
come. And this is confessiou! What is there, 1
pray vou, so mischiecvous in this? To confess our
sins, is merely to declare that we have broken the
law of God on such and such occasions. Sin, you
know is a violation of God’s law. Now, we say
nothing in secret to our Father Confessor which
the Almighty, when he gave his law did not say
publickly to the whole world. ~ We hear nothing
in the confessional which we read not of in the
Bible.

Yetobject, nevertheless, to the confessional, and
you style it ¢ dangerous” the steps that lead to it.
You wouldrabolish it altogether : or if you failed
in this, vou would not suffer females to approach it
nntil they had rcached the thirty-sixth year of their
dge  Your angiety for the abolition of a practice,
admitted by all those who know anything at all of
it to be muost salutary, shows that, on subjects con-
nected with Cathelic theology, you have much to
learn : ‘vade your being able to point out the pre-
cise ace when females are beyond temptation
vroves that, in some respeets, you have attained a
dezree of knowledge of which sio ancient ot mod-
ern phitosopher could bsast. )

Bat, Sir, I protest ag.iust the whole of your rea-
soning on this point : 1t is sadly erronequs. So far
fvom the steps of the. confesstonal being dangerous
I maintain that they lead to virtue's path.  Confes-
sion is rot, 1 assure you Sir, that sciiool of vice and

axmorality which the orators of Exetes Hall have

S
difficult task more easy to him.

8,

long represanted it to the Protestant public of Bri-
tin. Peoplo go to confession, not to commit new
sins, but to declare and deplore their past iniquities;
people go to confession, not to talk of the news of
the day, or of family affairs, or indeed of anything
clse but their sius and the concerns of their souls.
You have heard that, at confession, all sorts of ques-
tions are put to young persons ! you are told that
every family secret is revealed to the Father Con-
fessor, Now vhe truth is, that penitents are strictly
forbidden to mention, in confession, the names of
any person whatever—to speak of anght but theit
own spiritual concerns, and to confess other than
their own sins.  As to the priest asking questions,
although he is of course instructed, rs he ought to
be, inall that pertains ¢o hisoffice, he is uot bound
to ask any question whatever: and he does ask
questions only when, from the ignorance of the
penitent, or some other cause of that kind,*he feels
himself compelled to do it ; and hedees it then
olely to help the penitent, and to rendera niost

These, Sir, are facts; and, by consulting any of

our Catholic books of instruction which speak of

this subject, you will find that 1 have stated them

fairly.

I will be iold, perhaps, that there is much inde'i-

cacy in young females making cértain disclosuves
to young unmartied men.
swer i that of the young females who frequent the

To this my first an-

“steps”’ of the Confessional, very few have such

disclosures to make as they need be ashamed of ;
sccondly, that, even in the worst cases, there js
much less indelicacy in disclosing the wouunds of

the soul to the spiritual physician, than in making
known the iufirmities of the body to him whose

profession 1t is to cure them. You feel no indelica-
ey in placing this young lady or that, when cir-
cumstatices require it, under the care of a st rgeon.

He puts questions to her ; he sees her, hefecls her,

he examines her; he returns again and again to
study the symptous, and at his leisure he draws his
conclusions : yet the world censures him not.—
Now, is the surgeoa crrcumspect, or more discrect
than the priest? Is he more conscientiou:? more
honorable ? more Godfearing ?
the priest be condemned, when the surgeon is ac-
quitted ? or why should that he reckoued indelicate

If not, why shouid

in the one which isnot reckoned equally indelicate
in the other? 1Is not the soul more precious tnan
the body? or, should we not be as anxions wosave
the eternal life of the one as the health of the other ?

But there is danger in going to confession—yes,
danger, I suppose to youag ladies. Let us see.*

*The ery about the danger of the confessional is compara-
tiveiy of very recent date, and owes its origin, perhaps, i0 poli-
tical-rather than to religious bigotry, It was raised by the
W higs, some years ago, to drive Don Carlos from Sprin, and
by the Tories to expel Lord Melbournc and Ins fneids from
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Uh, how much more elear-sighted some mefl are
than He who gces alithings!  The Almighty, be-
fore whose ecye every thing is present, must have
forscen this dunger and its consequences, and yet
ke enjoined the Hebrews of old, both men and
women, to confess their sins. St. John the Bap-
tist was no friend to immorality, yet he poured
the waters of Jordan on the heads of those who
eame to him coufessing their sins. We are desired
by an inspired Apostle to confess our sins one to
another.  I'he Church of God herself, without spot
orstain, aud the guardian of morals, has ever mude
it obligatory on her children to confess their sius,
and looked wpon those who rofused to do it as uone
of hers. At the hoasted period of the Reformation,
Luther himself, and they whose principles are emn-
bodied in the creed of Augsburg, insisted on the
newly Reformed going to Confession as they had
been wont to do under the Papacy.—(Titman’s
Cont. Aug.vp. 16—30). The Church of England
too, whase doctrines youdo not condemu, sanctions
in her service for the visitation of her sick, the dy-
ing person declaring his guilt to the assistant min-
ister, who, if needs be, may also absolve him —
Now, we nowhere 'see that while directing the
Jews. male and female, to confess their sins, the
Almighty exempted the Hebrew maidens from the
painful duty. Nor did the Baptist, nor did the
Church of God in any age, make any exception in
favor of the youth of either sex. If in this thercis
anything wrong or indelicate, why was it not refor-
med by Luther and theframers of the thisty-nine ar-
ticles. .

But is necedless to dilate on this sabject.  The
real fact is, that the confessional so far from its
being dangerous to youug or old is to all who fre-
quent it the best possible preservative against vice
and manifold evil habits, which, when once con-
tracted, arc not esily eradicated. 1 have already
observed, that people go to confession to admit their
guilt, to woeep over i, to detest it, 1o make firm re-
solntions against jncurring it anew, and to learn
from the lessons of the wise and good to walk in
the patir of innocence and righteousness. This
supposes that penitents have seen the cvil of sin,

Dowaing Street, Tt is worthy of remark that, with regard to
the advantages or disadvantages of the confessional, there is
el vanely among the cucmics of Catholicsm. Of these,
evmeiike Vollair: aud Rosscan, deelare coufession to be an ex-
colient institution, : 4 worthy of all praise; while others, such
as the orators of lixeter Hall, pretend to discover in it the
svurce of much evil.  TPor our owa part, we thinkit will bo time
for us tn chans Lardiscipline, (our doctrine never can be chan-
ged) whea those who find fault with it, have condescended to
agree with respect to what mutations they deewy necessary in
the meantime

¢ ——Dy that strong cmotion pressed

Which pronpts us to unload our breast,

Lven when discovery’s pali.”

Catholies, and occasionally Protestants also, will seek the good
advice of & Father Confessor.

the folly of offending God, and the vanity of all
thoso things for which worldlings sacrifice their
souls. Therc is surcly nothing dangerous in this,
even to young and inexperienced ladies. True,
you will say; but, will they not be exposed to utter
ot hear indecent woids? Verily, I do not think
they will. Aud do you, Sir, really thiuk that inde-
cent or unbecoming language is the common lan-
gnage of the confessionals ? The men who sit
within them are models of purity and decornm—
the world itself admits them to be such, Were
they inclined to lay aside their habitual good con-
duct, they would find many more tempting oppor-
tunities of doing it than any which the confession
boxes afford.* These boxes, as you may have ob-
served, are, in Catholic comngries, set up in the
most public part of the Church, which from morn
to night, is ever open to all comers and goers.—
Theressits the priest, and there kneels the penitent,
sepatated from each other by a wooden wall, and
speaking through a small lattice window, while the
one party is partially aud the other fully exposed to
the view of all who choose to turn their eyes in
that direction. Is this the place, I would ask, that
a crafty man would select for perpetrating a crime,
the discovery of which would prove certain ruin to
him? This idea seems to have occured to your-
self, and to have made a very favourable impression
on yeur thinking mind. For you are candid
enough to confess that you do not believe the in-
jurious reports which are sometimes circulated
against the priesthood ; you confess too, that Cath-
olic gentlemen, with whom you conversed on the
subject, and who had cvery opportunity of ascer-
taining the truth of these reports, disbelieved every
ouc of them. If, afterthis, youadduce one single
instance of a nameless delingnencey of some kind,
it must be looked upon ~san oxception to the gene-
ral rule, and as tending 10 confirm it,

* Kuaves snd hypocrites, without going into the confessional,
will find ways and meaas beyond the ** reach of Catholic cler-
gymen,” to strip Protestant maiden ladies of their virtue and
their wealth ; they will flatter them with a promise of marriage
and a shate in the holy ministry.  Lord Chancellor Northington
having on ono cceasion 10 pronounce sentence against a parson
who, under pretext of religion had pluudered, to a considerable
extent, a well meaning lady, observed, ** e secur. ¥ part of
her fortune, by lighting ugin hee bréast the flame of entivusiasmg
and undoubiedly he hoped in due time to secuse the whale, by
lighting up in her breast another flame, of which the female
breast is so susceptible ; fur theinvariable style of his letters is;
¢ Allis to be completed by love and union.’ Let it not be told in
the streets of London that this preaching sectary isonly defend-
ing his just rights. I repeat, let not such men be persecated,
but many of them deserve to bo represented in puppet shows....
Bigotry and enthusiasm have spread their banefuf irflucnce far
and wide, and the unhappy objects of contagion almost daily
increasze.”” From this I conclude that holy letters and religious
conversations are far more dangerous in Protestant coantries,
than the confessional in the Catholic portions of the world; aye,
and if we beligve an Enplish Lord Chaneellor speaking from
the Bench, this danger is daily increasing.—(See Lord Camp-
bell’s Life of Lord Northingten.
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As a charitable man. you netually beheve thatjevery way, thas their Swiss or German neighbowrs,
the priests do no illin the confessional ; as a phi-['T'he morality of Irisn females is proverbial ; and
lnmphci, yvoil might easily bave satisfiedl \ourenll‘ ot many sessions back, 1t was lauded by Lond
that they cm <c'1rco|y do any. This position is \on,nnby in the Houseof Lovds, and in the Com-
easity proved.  In page £8of your Snteresting littie {mouns by Lovd Morpeth., [ am loth to speak dispa-
work, you tel” us that, while at St. Malo, von mt-lnn"ly of y countrywomien, but this I must say,
nessed the ceremony of a ' first communion.”—!that, albeit they do not tread ou the ** dangerous
“ There were" yon say, “upwards of 500 young: stcrs of the confessional. were covenanting disci-
people present on the occasion, of which (u)ly two'pline still in torce many of them would be tio stran-
thirds were girls.”  Now, these two thirds of the gers toa certain piece ol Chiurch furniture so formi-
whole number, or say 300 girls must, by way of, d'\blc to their grandmother: A sample ot the laxity
preparationfor the first conimumon whlch you saw o(nmr.\ls, cven among the higher classes so preva-
have been each at cenfessionat least twa or three lent i Bngland, may be found in the February
times, probably much oftener. 1f; therefore, the nmnhet of Colburn’s * New Monthly.”. Anauthor
confessional be so very bad a lhm" and a thing so, “in that periodioal, who styles Imself “an old di-
dangzerons as you imagine, would tlw fathers aml plomaust,” and who writes the ¢ Seeret Hxator\' ot
mothers—the nncles and aunts—the clder brothers ' the Court, Ministry and times of George LV, says,
and sisters of these guls -have allowed them to ap-}“it may not hbe amiss to tell you th'\t Jmlousy s
roach its siippery stopO All of them must at one rankliag tooth hurts not the Houn G. W. ; he amuses
time bave made thewr first communion, Irke the himself with a litte fiesrante from ~ the operi
voung follk whom you beheld with mnch edlﬁc't-:“ hilst his wife regularly attends her devotions at
tion ,—-all of thzm must, then, and perhaps many | House, when the gatlant MArGIIs 1S in 10w,
a thue sinee, have been at confession. ‘I'’he dan-,and his wife either at toilet or in bed.  Conjugal
gers of the confessionel, ifany really existed, must‘mﬁdelllv, in the middle ranks, though fraught
}nve been long ﬁxmllmr to them. 1In that case, do:with unieasiness, to the faslnomblc world is consi-

vou think thcy would have allowed these inuocent |dered a mere !r:ﬂc of ton.

httle ones to rush into such imminent danger ?—
Would a tender mother send her spatless child to
the*foul place you take the confessional to be, if
experience had taught her to judge of it as you do?
No, Sir; anything half so atrocious could not be.
Bat, the fact is, the confessional is everywhere a
school of virtue. Iivery mother in France knows
it to be such—every mother in }rance knows it to
be snuch for herself, and hence, when training her
dauvghters to wall in virtue’s path, she sends them
to seek instruetion where, in her youth, she found
it herself,—on the * dangeroussteps’ of the confes-
sional. Then, in the fathers, mothers, and other
relatives of the 300 girls \\'hom you saw around the
altar at St. Malo, you have so many withesses to
the perfect harmlessness, or to speak more correctly,
{o the utility and morality of the much slandered
confessional. Were the confessional half so inju-
rions to society as many Protestants imagine, it
would be held in greater horror than the guillotine
itsclf,—or like our Scottish cutty-stool ;—it would
long ago have beeen langhed out of tashion.

We have, however, another, and a still more tan-
gible proof of the salutary cffects of the institution
inquestion. Itis to be found in the superior mo-
rality of those who frequent the confessional. I
have no hesitation in saying, that as a general rule,
the fair sex is more virtuous and pure in Catholic
than iu Protestant countries. L. Maroutti, who is
no lover of Catholic’.m, nobly vindicated, not long
ago, ina London monthly paper, the much traduced
ladies of Italy.  Sir Humphrey Davy declared the
Catholic peasantry ot Tyrol to be more virtuous, in

Il gives a spirit to,and
diffuses a brilliancy around a character.”

Rampant as vice is among oursclves in Britait,
things are much worse in this respect w tiye purely
Protestant countries of the north of Lurape.

Itis to Germany and the kingdom of Sweden,
that [ can safely refer you to the most lamentable
samples of female delinquency. Lock, for instance
at the state of morals in this last mentioned coun—
try whete Catholicism is rot so much as tolerated.
Pagan Gieecce or Rome could scarcely furnish a
paraticl to the almost incredible degradation of the
buman form divine in that anti-popish fand. Our
countryman, that henest traveller, Mr. S. Laing,
will tell you this better than I can do. I will im-
mediately lay before you the words of this candid
writer : but, first, yon will be kind enough to ob-
serve, that the clergy of Sweden is a married
clergy, numerous, wealthy, and influential, They
are saidte be men of much education, and in things
spiritual they are lords and masters fiem onc end of
the kingdom te the other. They do not, however,
require their people to go to confession ; and, if
immorality prevails among them to a most lamen-
table amount, this mnust be owing to somethmg clse
than those ¢ dangerous steps” w huch, in southern
Europe leads to The confessional. Mr. Laing, on
winute enquiry, finds that in Sweden the number
of illegitiniate births is proportionately greater
than in France or England. Stockholm is beyond
comparison more depraved than Paris or England.
In Parisonly one eut of five births is xllegltamate,
while in Stockholm one child of every one-and a
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half is born out of wedleck.

O:a this Mr. Laing|tewn might be peopled by vestals, and” yct oue-

remarks, ¢ Figures do not bting home to our ima-! dird of the infunts nre bastards.”

ginadon the moral condition of a pepulation su de-
praved a~ (hat of Stockholm. In such a society,
the offspring of sceret adultery, and the births
merely saved Irow illegitimacy by the tardy mar-
tiage of the parents, must be buwmerous in propor-
tion, to the gencral profligacy.  If it were possible
te deduct these from the one account, and add
them 1a the other, to which they morally belong,
what a singular picture of depravity on a great
seale, does this city present.  Suppose a traveller
standing in the streets of Idinburgh, and ableto
say, from undeniable public returns,—* one cut of
three persons passing me is, on an average, the off-
spring of illiett intercourte’, . .. The remarkably
low feeling of this community appears from the fol-
Jowing fucr, In all large cities of the present age,
brothels, where they de exist——are silently tolera-
ted by the local anthorities, as evils which the po-
lice must watch over, and whieh the growing sense
of decency, of religion, of morality, among the
lower classes,—their better education, their greater
temperance, and higher civilisation, can alone re-
medy. But to openly establish them where they
did nat exist before, under the authority of govern-
ment, and as one of its public institutions for the
health or morals of the people; to hire snch a hotel
for such a putpose in a ptincipal street ; collect
unfortunate females to live in it, and give out a
code of regulatons for their conduct towards the
publie, appears u trait scarcely credible ; yet this
was done within these three years here,aud the
etablishment was only abandoned because the
wretched inmates fell victims to the barbarity of
the regulations.”*—(See Laing’s Tour in Sweden,
p. 115.) -

This you will admit is a lamentable enough ac-

connt of the Protestant and won-confessing females.

of Sweden. But singular to say, the people of
that country add hypocrisy to their other vices.—

“ For,” says Mr. Luing, * you sce no blackguard-
ism, no brutality, no revoltil.g behaviour. You
may travel through the country, and come to the
conclusion that the people are amongst the most
virtuous in Europe.” A~d again, speaking of
Stockholm, he avers that « In walking through the
streets, I never saw animmodest or even suspicious
look or gesture, even among the lower classes of
people’ For propriety of dress and demeanor, the

*isisa fact not unvorthy of attention, that in Sweden,
where the people are now so unmoral, the clergy were in the
ages previous to the Refermation, smgl.larly hosule to the
Clerical Cehbacy.—('Thomas, p. 1,lib. 2 cap, xv. No. 5.) At
an early period, the Swedes embraced the doctrines of Luther, |
and the consequence secrus to be, that, as they had formerly a

not very edifying priesthood, thoy have now a most proﬁxgate '

. beople.—1Viat a man ssws ‘that shall ke regp.

If from Sweden we accompany Mr. Laing into
Prussis, we will soon perceive that there *vo the
non-confessing feinales cannot rank much higher ia
point of momluy then those of more northern cli-
mates.  liisten once more to our honest {ourist.—e
« Of all the virtues, that whieh the domestic edu-
cation of both sexes obviously influences—that
which marks more clearly than any other, the moral
coudition of a society, the howe state of wmotal and
teligious principles .. .. is undoubtedly female
chastity. Will any traveller, will any Prussion
say, that this index virtue of the moral conlition
of a people, is not lower in Prussia than in almost
any pait of Eutape, It isno uncommon eventin
the family of a tespectable tradesman in Berlin, to
find a little baby, of which, whoever may be the
father, he bas no doubt at all about the maternal
grandiathar.  Such accidents are so common in the
class in which they arc least common with us—the
widdle class, removed (rom ignorauce or indigeace
—that they are regarded but asaccidents, is youth-
ful indiscretions, not as disgraces aflecting, as with
ug, the respectability and happmess of all the kith
and kin for a geuneration.”

From these stnkmg quotations, for which iengthy
though they are, I make no apology,you may learn
that the ¢ devout sex” is, tosay the least, not more
virtunus in those countries where it has not to en-
counter the awful dangers of the confessional, than
in those where thesc dangers are more numerous.
I{ there be any difference, and assutedly there is
a great one, between the morality of Catholic and
Pratestant females, this difference isall in favor of
the adherents of Romanism.

You were struck yourself with the goodly and
edifying appearance of the Catholic girls of France
on two very solemn occasions—at a first cominul
nion, and at the funeral of one of their youthful
companions, You were delighted with the inno-
cenee, candour, and childich sxmphut) of these
charming creatures: did you perceive any thing in
or about them to indicate tkeir having found The
dangers of theconfessional,to which they must have
been often cxposed, fatal to their virtue 2 Wonld
any one, on seeing these girls, so pious, and modest
so well mstructed have been tempted to form'a
bad opinicn of the lady nuns who trained them,
and of the unmarried priest who shrived them 7—
Compare the state: of morality, such as Mr, ’ amg
describes it in Prussia and Sweden, with’ what you
saw of the female portions of the Cathalie world,
and then say—whether a married or an unmarried
clergy have been hitherto most successful in irain-
ing up in the way in which it should walk.

»

ANOTHER PrimsT 1LL or Fevir,—We are sorry



(961)

fo ttate that the Rev. J. Walker, the second or
junior Priest at St. John’s Catholic Chapel, Wi.
gan, now lies in a dangerous state, ill of typhus
fever, caught in his visits to the filthy diwellings
of the lower class of Irish residents in the hrough.
The Rev. J. Hearne and the Rev. J. Johnson, the
two ministers whose lives have already been sa-
crificed in attending to their sacred dutics, were
successively the lead Priests at the same place of
worship.— Liverpool Mercury.

ROME.

Tho Times makes the following important an-
nouncement telative to our communication with
the Court of Rome, in aleading article in Tues-
day’s paper :—* [t must have been long evideut to
attentive observers of Italian politics,that the current
of events in that country would not wait for the
impending adjustment of our diplomatic relations
with the Court of Rome, but that circumstances
would ccmpel us to anticipate in some fashion, the
obvious decision of so important a question. The
wisdom of our aricestors had bequeathed us a posi-

tion of counsiderable embarrassment, and some little
delicacy was requisite to recoucile the 1ccessitics
of the case with the prosciiption of the law ; but our
readers will probably be of opinion that by the ar-
rangements we now announce, her Majesty's Miuis~,
ters have contrived rather happily to escape the di-
lemna in which the imperative demands of policy
and the inevitable penalties of a premunire had
conspired to place them. The Earl of Minto, who
is now on his road to Turin, will extend his tour
to Rome, and though not accredited by any official
introduction, or invested with any formal represen-
tative character, will be enabled by his presence at
the Pontifical Court to facillitate the circuitous in-
tercourse between two states which have so sensi-
bly persisted in blocking up the ordinary channels
-of @ necessary communicarion. The position and
connexions of his lordship will be an immediate
and sufficient guarantee of his responsibility, and
will confer upon him muth of that authority which
it is as yet forbidden more dircctly to delegate,—
while his known qualifications for such a mission
supply a complete assurance that the iutérests and
honour of England will besafe in his hands. In
this way it is expected that Ministersmay be ena-
bled to communicate with a friendly state at a very
critical period of its fortunes, without rendering
themselves liable to the accumulated penalties that
our ingenious ancestors devised fof treason. As
soon as Parliament meets the letter of the law may
be brought into accordance with the spirit of the
age, and after we have graciously recognised the
political existence of a power which at present com-
mands the earnest and practical sympathies of half
the population of the island, Loxd Minto mmey be

boldly invested with a title befitting the functions
he must necessarily discharge.”— Guardian,

ENGLAND.
Eixtract cf a letter from a student of the English
College, Rome, dated € "1 September .—

“Thank Providence the Cuncursi are over, and
much ofour troubles and labours of this yeuar are
vver with them. Several of vur fellows were ill ut
the country house. Ouly five concurred ; yet this
is the best year we have had since I huve beeu
here. We toolt seven of the nine mcdals contended
for,and tossed for two mor.. Inglish took tweo
gold medals—one in Seripture and one in theology.
O’Sullivan took two gold medals also--one in theol-
ogy and oue in ecclesiastical history ; Motter onc in
cauon law and a silver one in Scripture jand Fryex
a silver one in dogmatit theology. Eunglish and
Morris, a cenvert of the Eastern District tossed for
two more.

SWITZERLAND.

Letters from Berne of the 16th ult., state that
the Federal Directory received a communication
from the Government of Valais, in which the latter
not only protested against the d:cree of the Dict
relative to the expulsion of the Jesuits, but formal-
ly declared that it would not submit to it, and
would oppose its executiou by force, if nccessary.

With srrrow we record the serious illness of the
Rev. J. Anclair, formerly vieuar of 8t. Roch’s and
lately appointed to the curacy of Ste. Maria, Nou-
velle Beance. [Hlis disease is typhus fever, con-
tracted duting his attendance at the Marine Hos-
pital.— Quebec Mercury

BIRTHS RECORDED,
AT ST. MARY’S.

OcTtosBr 25—Mrs. Ginniven of 2 son, Mrs. Bates of a son ;
Mrs. Gervey of a2 son , Mrs, Morris of a son, Mrs. Devine of
a son ; Mrs. Fraser of a son. 27—Mys. Morrison of a daugh-
ter ; Mrs. Kenny of a son ; Mrs. West of a son.

2.
MARRIAGES lRECﬂlﬁDED,
AT ST. MARY’S,

Ocroper 25—Patrick McGrath to Margaret Brennan, Ed-
ward Barron to Mary Ann Deivier.
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