Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original copy
available for scanning. Features of this copy which may be
bibliographically unique, which may alter any of the images
in the reproduction, or which may significantly change the
usual method of scanning are checked below.

Coloured covers /
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged /
Couverture endommageée

Covers restored and/or laminated /
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing /
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps /
Cartes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black) /
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations /
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material /
Relié avec d'autres documents

Only edition available /
Seule édition disponible

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin / La reliure serrée peut
causer de ombre ou de la distorsion le long de la
marge intérieure.

Additional comments /
Commentaires supplémentaires:

L'Institut a numérisé le meilleur exemplaire qu'il lui a éte
possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet exemplaire qui
sont peut-étre uniques du point de vue bibliographique, qui
peuvent modifier une image reproduite, ou qui peuvent
exiger une modification dans la méthode normale de
numeérisation sont indiqués ci-dessous.

Coloured pages / Pages de couleur

Pages damaged / Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated /
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/

Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached / Pages détachées

/ Showthrough / Transparence

\/ Quality of print varies /
Qualité inégale de I'impression

Includes supplementary materials /
Comprend du matériel supplémentaire

Blank leaves added during restorations may

appear within the text. Whenever possible, these
have been omitted from scanning / Il se peut que
certaines pages blanches ajoutées lors d'une
restauration apparaissent dans le texte, mais,
lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n'ont pas
été numeérisées.



THE MINUTES OF SYNOD.

FIRST DIET.

AT and within St. Andrew’s Choreh, Tobin Street, Halifax, N. 8., the 30tk
day of Juae, 1874, the Synod of the Presbytenan Church of the Maritime Pro-
vinces in connection with the Church of Scotland met, and after an appropriate
discourse by the Rev. Donald McBae, of West Branch, East River, Pictou,
the ret‘xlnng Moderator, from Jeremiah, 14th chap. 8th and 91,!: Verses, was con-
stitute

SYNOD ROLL.

The Roll of Synod was then made up as follows, and read :—
L—PRESBYTERY OF PICTGU.

CRABGH MINISTERS, ELDERA.
1 New Qlasgow,................ Geo. Coull........coeeniinianniil Colin Ferguaon.
2 McLellan's Mountain..... Wm. Stewart........................ Wm. McDensld.
3 West Branch and B. R... . Donald McRee.....ccoeeeioooaooe Hon. Joha Holmens,
4 Stellarton aund Westville,.Chas, Duna...... K. J. NcEenrie,
5 Gmlocb ........................ !\ez}. B;!o(he ........ ik Alex. gel?.ondg.q" AP
.................... cMillan, . oKay, .
7 Roger s é:n & Cape Jobhn, J W, Fraser.....ccovnorieennenen John McKsy.
8 Pictou. . .ooooeiiiiiirniaannn. A. W. Herdman... ....D. A, Fraser, Eaq.
.Duncan McBean,
ohn McKenzxie.
Alex. Gordon.
McKenzie,
~Angus Campbell,

Geo. Lawson Gordon, John McLuu and Angus Docherty, Catechists.

IL—PRESBYTERY OF HALIFAX.®

1 St Matthew's, Halifax.. G lLGmt.H.A.

2 St. Andrew’s, do...... ohn Campbell. .. ...

3 Rithmend, North Wm
Arm and Goodwoo&. ...... James Fraser Campbell...... .. John Hosterman, Bsq.

4 Truro, &ec. .. Joha lldldhn, B. D Ctmt Snmuel Archibald Ecq

5 Musqnodobmz ‘&o.........David Neiab... - N. Sprott,

6 St John's, Nfid.... LD VBERABE. e e ee eeavn e aataa e .
7 Spmsg HEd. e e eteceneeessaisanrenmnaeense. A00OPEE Fulton,

Hev. D, Drysdale Robertaon, Missionary.
Jas. I-‘zt:pumck and Ales. MeLeod, Catechista.
Chas McDonald, M. A, &c., Prof. of Mathematics in Dalhousie College, Licensed

NL—-PRESBYTERY OF RESTIGOUCHE.

IV.—PHRESBYTERY OF ST. JOHN.

3 Frederieton................ }ﬁi‘sfmﬁﬁ b... }Ju Camphell.
2 Bi Jobn, St. Andrew’s... Robt. J. Wm. Girvan,
3 8t John.N Bt. Stephen's. Vacant................... Wi, Livingstone.

5 Nashwask and Stanley... Wm. Fogo.... e erattevetuentinanannen aarerannen et
6 Wdstock axmm“ o P Begg......oooii W Ross.
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V.—PRESBYTERY OF MIRAMICHI.

CHARGE. MINISTERS, ELDERS,
1 Chatham...... eererrnereinans Wmnm. M. Wilson.......c............ Thos. Johnstone.
2 Newcastle... ....James Anderson.................... Wm. Falcouer.

3 Tabusintac........ .
't Burnt Church. .o, § John Robertson................. Mr. McBeath.

5 Rlack Riv. & Red Bank...5amuel Russell......... eeereeaaas ‘Wnu McLeod.

VE—PRESBYTERY OF P. E. ISLAND.

1 Charlottetown................ Thomas Duncan..................... Peter Gregor.,

2 Belfast.................... .....Alex. McLean.... ..Alex. Dickson.

3 Georgetown & Cardigan...Peter Melville ..Jas. N. Cogswell
4 St. Peter's & Brackley P..Vacant.......... ..DMr. McMillan.

5 DeSable........................ w ..Joln Bell,

6 Orwell Head......... .......... RO UPURRPRPNY Ewen Lallont.

CHANGES SINCE LAST MEETING OF SYNOD.

In the Presbytery of Pictou.— The Rev. Allan Pollok resigned the charge of New Glas
fow Congregation, and has been succeeded by the Rev. G. Coull, who was inducteJ
1th December, 1873. Wallace Congregation becomes vacant by the trauslation of
the Rev. Jas. Anderson to St. James' Church, Newcastle, N. B, and the Rev. J.
M. Sutherland has been inducted to the charge of Pugwash.

In the Presbytery of Halifax.—The Presbyterians of Spring Hill Mines, Cumberland
County, were organized into a Congregation in connection with this Presbytery
on 3rd May, 1874, by the Rev. James F. Campbell. The Rev. David Neish,
Licentiate of the Presbytery of Perth, was ordained at Musquodoboit, on 2nd
December, 1873, and inducted to the charge of that Congregation same Jdate. Rev.
Daniel McDougall demitted his charge of St. Andrew’s Church, St. John’s, N.F.,
on 7th May, 1874,

In the Presbytery of P. E. Island.—The services of Mr. John Moffatt have been dis-

tinued as Missionary at St. Peter’s and Brackley Point Roads,

The Rev. Thomas Duncan of Charlottetown, P. E. Island, was unanimously
elected Moderator for the ensuing year.

The Clerkship having become vacant by the sudden and unexpeeted death
of the late Rev. Peter Keay, the Rev. Wm. McMillan, Salt Spriegs, Pictou
Co., was unanimously appointed to said office.

The thanks of the Synod were conveyed to the retiring Moderator, with the
request that he publish his sermon in the MoNTHLY RECORD.

Comudittoes,
The following Committees were then appointed, viz :—
Committee on Bills and Overtures.—Revds. J. MecMillan, J. M. Sutherland, and
George Coull ; and Messrs. Livin}gstone and Sprott, elders.
Committce on Devotions.—Revds. J. F. Campbell, A. W. Herdwan, and T.
Duncan ; and Messrs. Lamont and McDonald, elders.
Commiltee to nominate a Synod Clerk.—Revds. J. W. Fraser, D. McRae, W. P.
Begg ; and Messrs. Cogswell, Faulkner, and S. Archibald, elders.
Comn‘zgle; to }gggmre a Minute on the late Synod Clerk.—Revds. Dr. Brooke and

Commiltee on Addresses—Revds. Robert McCunn, Dr. Brooke and D. McRae

Com'll\‘!iqel“’ ﬁn Presbytery Records.—Revds. J. Anderson, W. McMillan, and P.
ville.
Hours of Meeting.

It was agreed that the hours of meeting be :—From 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., from
3 p. m. to 5} p. m., and from 74 p. m., ad libitum.

The Moderator read a circular from the Secretary of the Y. M. C. Associa-
tion, offering the tree use of their library, reading-room, &c., to the members ot
Synod during their stay in the city.
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The Rev. Mr. Neish was appointed to conduct devotional exercises to-
morrow morning, and, after praise and prayer, the Synod adjourned to meet to-
morrow at 11 a. m.

SECOND DIET.

The Synod met according to adjournment, and, after devotional exercises,
was constituted with prayer.

The Synod Roll having been called, the minutes of last diet were read and
sustained.

Commissions,

In favour of Revds. K. McLennan, Peterborough, and D. Ross, Dundee,
from the Synod of the Preshyterian Church in Canada in connection with the
Church ot Scotlany, and Revds. Dr. Topp and Mr. McTavish, from the General
Assembly of the Canada Presbyterian Church, were tabled. The Rev. Mr. Me-
Tavish, being present, was cordially welcomed.

The Reply to the Synod’s Address of last year to the Governor-General of
Canada was laid upen the table and read.

Wi G. Pender received the thanks of the Synod for his services as interim
Synod Clerk,

MONTHLY RECORD.

The Report on Tre MostaLy RECORD was submitted by the Rev. J.
Cawpbell, and is as follows, viz :—

“ The Report shows a gratifying condition of the Committee’s affairs in every res-
pect except ope. It is no new thing tor the Committee to appear, as this year, with
the compiaint of want of promptitude in payment in reference to so many of the
Agents and readers of the REcorn. Notwithstanding the appeals of the Recorp
itself, and 1 epeated communications by the Committee’s Secretary, a large sum on
previous years still remains unpaid. A moment’s reflection will serve to show the
awkward and embarrassing position in which this places the .Committee. The man-
agement has always been conducted upon the strictest principles of economy ; but it
is evident that every amount unpaid, however small, tends so far to frustrate the
Committee’s efforts. It is sincercly hoped that members of Synod, and especially
elders, will interest themselves in the Committee’s behalf in those quarters in which
arrcars have accamulated, and have all sums forwarded immediately to the Secretary.

It is not for the Committee to pass judgment upon their own efforts ; yet they
think, without undue presumption, that the facts shown in the Report will, on the
whole, bear :nspection favorably. The circulation has pow increased so that consider-
ably over two-thousand cupies are issued monthly, and the increase is shown by the
Secretary’s figures o be a gradual and steady one cxtending over several ycars. How-
ever gratifying this fact may be, she Comnmittee’s aim will not be realized till the
Recorp suall bave secared a place in every household of the Church.

Should thecirculation continue to increase, the Committee will soon be in a position
to do either ove of two things—to reduce the price or to ealarge the RECORD by an
increase of the namber of pages. Which one of these alternatives the Committee will
take up, must be determined by circu.nstances.

The Recorp has been issued, during the entire gesr, promptly upou the tenth day
of each month; and complaints of irregalarity of delivery bave been much less fre-
quent thas oun former years.

The Committee regret that the Rev. Allan Pollok has not returned to the ministry
of the Church in these Provinces, and that consequently the arrangements regarding
the office of Editor, as made at last meeting of Synod, have in consequence fallen
through. They therefore esrnestly solicit the Synod to make a permanent appoint-
ment for the discharge of the all-important duties of Editor. .

All which is respectfully submitted, in name and by instruction of Committee.
JorN CampBELL, Convener.
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ABSTRACT OF SBECRETARY’S REPORT.

Cr,
June 16, 1873- by ©ash in BAN. v ceiieiiiien et 8 1 69
o OIRTE ¢ ¢ received to dBE..........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiie 1007 60
$1009 20

Dr.
June 16, 1874—To paid for printing, posting, salaries, &c., to date...... .. 992 36
¢ ¢ ¢ Balance iR BAN......cceimiieiiiiiiiriiecnirer e ... 81693

ESTIMATE TO DEC. 31, 1874,

CR.
June 16, 1874—Cash in hand........c.cocviimiiiiiiininiiiiieiiiiineniren e 816 93
Due from subscribers to end of year.................... .... 616 88
"o “ on old account to Dec. 31, 1873........cceervverevecneeeer. . 169 07
§302 88

Dn.

To printi sting, selaries, &oc., to end of year.... 619 77
Aufwing?i)f:mlg loss on o1 aceounts of... 79 07 699 04

Leaving o probable balance of c......evevreeeeriereieeaiiroieiinieremeeicneesenceanoooo. $103 84

The following figures will show the increased circulation of the RECORD since
1870:—
Year. Copies. Yearly increase. In 2 years. 3 years. 4 years,

1870, 1531 e e e
1871 1681 150
1872, 1836 155 0 .
1873. 1970 134 439 ..

1874. 2238 268 e eaese 707
Mr. Campbell, after reading the Report, tendered his resignation.
Resolved,—That the thanks of the Synod be given to the Committee, anGg
especially to the Convener, for his able services as Editor for the last five years;
that the sum of $50 be given him as a small token of the Synod’s appreciation
of his labours; that the Synod reluctantly accept his resignation ; further, that
W. G. Pender, Esq., be the Editor during the ensuing year, with a salary of
$120 in addition to his present salary of 880 as Clerk; and that the following
ntlemen be a Committee of Management, viz :~—J. J. Bremner, W. Menzies,
5? S. McDonald, Jobn Costley, W. G. Pender, and R. L. Schwartz, Esqrs.

Resuscitation of Defunct Presbyteries.

The Rev. J. F. Campbell baving explained that, owing to circumstances
over which he, as Moderator, had no control, the Presbytery of Halifax became
defunct ; and asked the Synod to legalize the meetings of said Presbytery
called by him as Moderator. Request agreed to.

Delegates from the Free Church of Scotland.

On motion of Rev. Mr. Grant, it was unanimously agreed to invite Revds.
Messrs. Wilson and Burns, delegates from the Free Church of Scotland to the
Sister Synod, to address the Synod at the afternoon sederunt, with reference to
the Revival in Scotland. In compliance with the invitation, Messrs. Wilson
and Burns appeared, were introduced by the Moderator, and gave very inter-
esting details of the special work of grace now going on in Scotland. After
prayer by she Rev. Mr. Herdman, the thanks of the Synod were unanimously
tendered to the Rev. gentiemen for their very interesting addresses.

The Rev. James Murray, late of Dalhousie, being present, was invited to sit
and deliberate.



CRURCH INSURANCE SCHMEME.

Rev. J. F. Campbell, Convener, submitted the following Report on the
Church Insurance Scheme :—

Some delay occurred before your Committee could obtain possession of the papers
describing the Scheme of the Sister Church, and, before tgey were received, that
Scheme had been inaugurated. In a few words it may be described as follows :—

1. Insurance may be effected for $1000, $2000, $3000, 34000, on any one build-
ing.

gII. The rate of insurance on buildings in rural districts, or on stone and brick
buildings in towns, to be 1} per cent. in one payment, or i per cent. annually for
three years. On wooden buildings in towns, 2 per ccnt. in one payment, or § pur
ceot. annunlly for three years.

III. No further premiums to be collected until the accumalated fund shall have
become reduced by tires below $8000, when the congregations may be assessed to the
extent of the deficiency in proportion to the amount of their insurance with the fund,
but no such assessment to exceed in any one year 1 per cent. on the amount insured.

Limiting the risk upon any one building in the first instance to $2000, the Scheme
was inaugurated on the above basis on st January last.

Your Committce, while highly approving of the object of the Scheme, and while
convinced that it could be so carried out as to prove both safe and profitable, addressed
aletter to the Convener of the Scheme, asking how far it had been supported by
Oongr‘igations, in wkich the following comments on the basis of the fund were made:

*“We could have wished to see some provision introduced to strengthen the fund in
the earlier and more critical years of its existence, which might have been effected by
a sliding scale of premium for the first three years, say 14, 4, and {, respectively,
(secured class risks in proportion.) Should your Scheme be fortunate enough, how-
ever, to escope loss duriug these years, the necessity for such a provision may never
arise,’

Unfortunately, that contingency did occur in the month of April, when the disas-
trous fire in New Glasgow destroycd one of the insured buildings, and, in the words of
the Convener of the Committee in charge of it, the Scheme was thus * wrecked in the
launchiog of it.””

Notwithstanding this great discouragement, your Committee earnestly hope that
the Synod will persevere in the attempt to effect s0 excellent an object as is sought to
be accomplished by this Scheme.

Respectfully submitted,
Jas. Fraser CanpBELL, Convener.
Halifyx, 30th June, 1874.

On motion of Mr. Grant, seconded by Mr. Herdman, it was resolved, that the
Synod, while thanking the Committee for their diligence, deem it inexpedient
to further prosecute this Scheme in the meantime, and discharge the Committee.

REPORT OF THE HOME MISSION BOARD.

The Rev. G. M. Grant, in the absence of the Rev. R. J. Cameron, Convener,
submitted the following report. Mr. Cameron, through Mr. Grant, tendered
his resignation : i

There is no report whichshould be regarded with such decp interest by our Church,
as that of the Home Mission Board. From it we shounld have, annually, some account
of the general work of the Church, with a bird’s eye view of its state and future pros-
pects. In the past we have had much on which “to congratnlate ourselves; for the
gresent we hve much that is perplexing. For the first three or four years after the

oard was organized, no one can doubt that it was very successful in its object, and
that, through its efforts, our Church was established on a basis more satisfactory than
it ever bad.” Itis well known by those who were watching our ecclesiastical affairs
with interest, that, at the time of its organization, the State of nur Church in the
Maritime Provinces was not regarded with satisfaction by the Colonial Commitiee
of the Church of Scotland. It was felt thas there was a very large expenditure of
their fands in supplementing congregations, and that little or no effort was made to
have them become self-sustaining. There was-no objection on thair to give us
as much meuney as we asked, provided it could be shown that such liberal assistaace
was strengthening and extending the Church. This could not be done. Honce, in-
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timation was made to the Church in New Brunswick that snch aid could not, under
these circumstances, be continued to any of the Maritime Provinces, nnd ““ that it was
dusirable that Presbyteries and people siiould understand it.””  An earnest appeal was
mad¢ not to withdraw assistance at once, on the ground that many of our rinisters
would have to leave the country for want ot competent sustentation.  The Committee
then agreed to continue giving to the Church. These tacts being known to the H.
M. Board, when it was first organized in 1868, it was wisely resolved that as nany et
out congregations as possible should either be made self sustaining or be supple-
mented by our own Home Mission funds. It was urged, with this object, on supple-
mented congregstions, that henceforth they should do as much as possible for tﬁem-
selves, and that our stronger congregutions should be more liberal in their Home
Mission collections. The result has been most gratifying. Our supplemented minis-
ters and missionaries have been regularly paid the usual salary, and, tor the year ending
August 1, 1874, we have only to draw {rom the funds of the Colonial Commitice £180
as against £1308 five years ago. Of this sum named for the present year, £20 10s.
9d. 18 for the Rev, Simon Halley, whu came out last October to act as assistant to the
Rev. Dr. Brooke of Fredericton. As Fredericton has never applied for assistance to
either the Presbytery of St. John or the H. M. Board,—Mr. glnllcy remaining as
Fredericton in virtue of a private arrangement between Dr. Brooke and the Colonial
Committee, the Board cannot, consistently with the dutics imposed on it by the Synod,
continue to include the amoant reccived by him with the amount estensibly given
only to weak and supplemented charges. The balance, as can be seen from out tinau-
cial staternent, has been divided in various sums between River John, Pugwash, Mc-
Lellan’s Mountain, Tabusintac, Nashwaak, Woodstock, and St. Andrews. The
last thiee congregations named have drawn very much less this year than formerly.
If this conld be said of all, it would be 1more sansfuctory. It is to be feared, however,
that in some cases supplements have been received so regularly, year afeer year, that
they will be asked as long as they are likely to be given. These have paid no regard
to the urgent appeal of the Board to do as much as possible for themselves. It would
be gratifying to find all supplemented congregations resolving to draw less and less
anaually, let the amount of reductivn be ever so small.

Ever since the Board was organized, almost nothing has been done in the way of
Church extension. Indeed, we have not been in circumstances to extend. When it
is remembered that we have in the field only the same number of ministers and mis-
sionaries that we had five years ago, it will be apparent that our work has necessarily
been confined almost entirely within our usual limits. With the exception of a new
congregation at Spring Hill in the Presbytery of Halifax, nothing has been done or
attempted in the way of Church extension. Much credit is due to the Presbytery of
Halifax for their activity and energy in this matter. ln the report of last year, to
supply the charges then vacant, it wasshown that we required at least six ministers—
three Gelic and three English-speaking. We have since been crippled by the lameunted
death of the Rev. Peter Keay of St. Andrews, and by the departure of the Rev.
Allan Poliok of New Glasgow, the Rev. Geo. J. Caie of St. John, N. B., and the
Rev. Mr. McDougall, of Ss. John’s, Newfoundland. The loss of these ministers to
our Church can scarcely be over-cstimated. Tney were able, zealous and devoted
Jaborers. But, while we have lost thiese, we have received the Rev. Mr. Coull, the Rev.
Mr. Galbraich and the Rev. Mr. Neish, who have been inducted into the vacant
charges respectively of New Glasgow, Bathurst, and Musquodoboit. We have also
received the Rev. Mr. Robertson, who is now acting as missionary within the Presby-
tery of Halifax. Thus, within the year we have lost fodr and gained four. Conse-
quently, as to numbers, we are now where we were lust year, The Board had been
informed- that in a few wecks the Rev. A. J. MacKichan, from Scotlaad, witl bein the
field, and, asheis a Gaelici’fmachcr, his services will be invaluable in the Presbytery of
Picton. The Rev. James Murray has resigned his charg in Dalbousie, but, as there is
a probability of his being inducted into the Church of Wallace, vacant by the transla-
tion of the Rev. James Anderson 10 Newcastlo, ke is not to be lost to the Synod. The
Rev. Dounald McRae has been called by the congregation of St. Stephen’s Church, St.
John, N. B., aad has potified his acceptance of it. It should also be recollected that
Mr. Moffat’s conpection with the Presbytery of P. E. Island has ceased. Conse-
quently, the Board will have in hand, at the close of our Synod, eight vacant charges,
uot including Cape Breton, viz : —St. Andrew’s, Dalhousie, West and East Branches
East Riverof Pictou, Barney’s River, Springhill, St. Peter's aud Brackley Point Roads,
Orwell Head and De Sable, and St. John’s, Newfoundiand. We have only the cer-
tainty of two missionaries—Mr. Robertson and Mr. MacKichac. Thus the work of
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the Board for this vear will be similar to the past, endeavoring to find ministers for
vacant charges. Herein it is that our circumstances are at this moment perplexing
A glance at the records of our Church within the last few years will show that we
have not had so much difticulty in getting ministers to come to the field, as in keeping
them. There has scarcely becn a year in which we have not had a number sent out
from Scotland. But as regularly as these men have come, a corresponding number
has departed. If this has been an evil in the past, it will be a much greater in the
future, unless provision is made against it. Our country is changing, the expense ot
living is increasing, the labours are becoming greater, and yet our ministers have had
no increase of salary. They are not going to ask the people for such an increase as
altered circumstances demand, but, when they cannot live in a way that is becoming
w them, and mect the payment of expenscs, and at the same time make some provi-
sion for those who may be depending on them, they will be compelled to o where
they can do better for themselves and families. For this reason it is the feeling of the
Board that something should be done with the object of increasing salaries in propor-
tion to the increase of living in the country. Indeed the usual salary should be $lvvv
per annum, this heing an increase of $270. There are some congregzations which
could and should do this without being supplemented. There are others, however,
from whom such a large increase could not be expected. This increase we cannot
hope to make up by our own efforts. The greatest pressure has been brought on
Preshyteries and congregations by the Board, and, as there gre so many who will not
do their part, there is little hope that, with our present number of churches, our gen-
eral Home Mission Fund will be larpely inercased. Itis sugpested to Synod that
Presbyterics should be enjoined to visit those congregations in which the salary is be-
low 31000, and urge them, it possible, to make up this sum. W here they cannot do
80, there should be a grant from the Synod’s Home Mission or the Colonial Committee.
In connection with this grant, it is the opinion of the Board that it should be in no
case a sum larger tlian the increase by the cungregation, and that even then after two
years it should diminish annually at least $20.

Part of last year’s report was devoted to showing that the reason why we did not
extend as a Church, was hecause—not having & Divinity Hall—we had no catechists
to hreak up new ground and occupy small stations. The Color.il Committee ex-
tracted this part, and embodied it 1n its report to the General Ass: nbly this year, pro-
hably as containing views worthy of the consideration of the Colo iial Churches gepe-
rally. Our history for the past year has further tested and contirm :d the correctness of
those views. The first catechist employed by this Board was Mr. Ge ». L. Gordon, seat us
by the Colonial Committee 1wo years agro, with the object of luborir g in Cape Breton in
summer, and studying in Dalhouse College wn winter. Theexperi:nent succeeded so well
that last vear the Board employed another Arte Student acquninted with Gulie, to
labor as Catechist also in Cape ‘Breton. Both succeeded so well that not only have
they been re-engaged this summer, brs the Halifax Presbytery has engaged twoothers
who are doing excellent work in statious not yet able to support ministers, aud for which,
even were they able, we have no msinisters.  These four students draw from the furds
of the Board only $230 in all, and they are as well adapted for the ficlds in which
they labor as licentiates.  What, however, can show how anomalous our present po-i-
tion is, inore than the fact that in all probability we shall lose the services of these very
men when they would be most useful, namely, daring their divinity coarse ? and los-
ing them then, we may lose them altogether. It is during a student’s divinity course
that he is most likely to offer himsclf as a catechist ; and, building up in that period
two or three stations into a congregation, he gets attached to the people, while, at the
same time, he is traiuing himselt for his life-work by that experinental, practical
training, which all other professions recognize the valae of.

The collections during the past year have increased, but, as usual, many congre-
srations have disoheyed the injunctions of Synod. Fourteen made no collection for the
Synod’s Home Mission, and twenty made none for Preshytery Home Missions. Com-
;::_nt iv unnccessary. Less has been drawn from the Colonial Committee than cver

ore.

‘The amount collected by us, great as it is in comparison with what was given a
few years ago, by no meaus represents the real progress of the Church in self-sustenta-
tion. To ascertain that, we must add to our 32616, the -great part of 85100 we drew
then from the Colonial Committee over and above what we now draw. That large
sum was either wasted from defective organization, or given to supplement congre-
wations that are now sclf:supporting, and whose collections, while appearing as tens of
Adollars, are really the hundreds saved to the Colonial Committee. Thus, Georgetown,
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which a few years ago raised only one-fifth of its own stipend, now raises the whole,
and contributes largely to outside effort. So, during the current six months, St. An-
drew’s, Woodstock and Nashwaak have become self-supporting, as far as the Colonial
Committee is concerned. The only two Presbyterics out of our six that are still de-
pendent, are Pictou and Miramichi, and yet there are no FPresbyteries which contain
sach large masses of earnest loyal Churchmen. To think that they should still be
holding out the hand for eleemosynary aid to the Church they should rather be aiding,
is one of the paradoxes of our S nody.'

In submitting this report,2he Convener desires to tender his resignation.
On behalf of the Home Mission Board,

(Signed), R. J. CaMERON, Convener.
Accounts of the Home Mission Board, 1873—%4i.
TABLE No L
Amounts raised for Home Missions in the Synods of the Baritime Provinces from June
30tk, 1873, to June 30, 1874,

L. —PRESBYTERY OF HALIFAX.
Synod’s Home Miss. Presby. H. M. Total.

St. Matthew’s, Halifax.. ....co.ooiiiiinnniiinnn... 8900 8647 31 8 737 31
St. Andrew’s, e et e .. 26 41 96 35 122 76
Richmond, N. W. Arm and Goodwood... Lo 1462 65 38 80 00
TrULG....cee viviieeieiairieeeerire e veveenns .. 1000 113 85 123 85
Musquodoboit.................... . 38 22 38 22
St. John'’s, Newfoundland..
Suringhill.................. 23 43 23 43
Folly Mountain..............ccvveiireieiins veevrerenniennnnens 25 00 25 00
TotR).....ooiiciir e e $141 03 81009 54 $1150 57
1I. —PRESBYTERY OF PICIOU.

Pietom. ..o, g eeraeiireraeaeens 832 76 813 93 $46 69
New Glasgow................... . o s
‘W, and E. Branches E. River. 11 00 38 17 49 17
Albion Mines and Westville...... 21 75 43 00 69 75
McLellan’s Mountain............ . 11 43 25 33 36 76
Barney's River and Lochaber.. o eeenen 60 92 60 92
Gairloch.,. ...t e e 60 12 60 12
Saltsprings............... . 950 T -9 50
Roger’s Hill and Cape John 10 27 21 60 3127
W. B. RiverJohn... 20 00 20 00
River Jobn..... 13 00 10 00 23 00
WALIACE. .. ..eeeeeieeeeeieeeaeieeeiiete e s et aeeeeaeeee eeee e 10 88 10 88
Pugwash...... 12 40 12 40

Broad Cove..... e .
Loch Lomond.. . 517 e . 517
Pictou Island.... ...c.coooes iiiiiiiiiiie e 6 00 6 00
TOtal.coooeiiriie et e e 3127 28 8314 35 8441 63
....... 220 00
$57 33 T 33
...................................... 3715
St. Peter’s and B. Point Roads............ccc.oocceiinien e e .

De Sable and Orwell Head..........c.oocenrviiinciiiins e oo .
Total......c.ovvevernnninnnns et 36715 8 57 33 8124 4«
IV.—PRESBYTERY OF SF. JOHN.

St. Andrew’s Church, St. John........ccoouee crvnninnnn. 8 85 00 $200 00 8285 (0
St. Stephen’s...... ** ... o . 2480 2 00 86 &0
Fredericton. .................. . 2000 e 20 00
Nashwaak and Stanley. v eeee s e -
Woodstock................. .. 1600 ... 16 00
St. ADArew’™s.......cooviiiiiiiiiniii e cerviee e . 112 00 112 00

O T T 8115 80 837400 8519 80
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V.—PREBBYTERY OF MIRAMICHL.
Synod’s Home Miss. Presby. H, M, Total.

Chatham... .......... ...l o ereenitieeeriinaaans aae 8 2510 8 80 00 8105 10
Newcastle . 1760 50 00 7 6v
Tabusintac 15 06 NPT 15 06
Black River and Red Bank * 10 00 2 00 92 00
Tt evvvor e seae e searee s sas st ssenies S$ATT6  §24200 8309 76
VI.—PRESBYTERY OF RESTIGOUCHE

Bathurst .. ... et reeies aeee s 35 00 35 00
Dalhousie. .. 1350 e e 13 50
Canipbelton. ... ceeew 2150 R 21 50

New Richmoud..........covviviiieimiiienieiiiiiieannninnes o e TN
Total.....oociiieieeiei e e . 835 00 835 00 870 00
Grand totals............eenvveieneiiinnnn. T .. 8584 02 §2032 22 §2616 24

TABLE No. IL
Supplements from and after August 1, 1873, to August 1, 1574, from Colonial Committcc
and Synod’s Home Mission.
3 year ending % vear ending
st Feh., 74, 15t Aug., 74 Lol
Rev. R, McCunn...........o.ovvvveevnnnnnnnn rnraeaen $ 40 W0 8§ 40 OV 3380 0
Rev. Wm. Stewart.............cccoevvieieiiiniiennnnnnnn 60 00 30 00 90 00
Rev. J. M. Sutherland.. . 110 00 110 00 220 00
G. L. Gordon ........ . 50 00 100 00 150 00
John McLean... . 4000 60 00 100 00
Rev. P. Keay... 50 00 50 00
“ W. P Begg. 123 00 123 00
¢ Mr. Fogo... 50 00 50 00
¢ Mr. Hailey.. 1048 0 ... 104 &1
‘“ 8. Russell... 50 00 50 00 100 00
¢ J. Robertson.. 120 00 100 00 220 00
Total......coeeeeennnn. $797 81 8400 00 81287 81
BOMS8 DRAWN FROM THE COLONIAL COMMITTEE.

18t FeBIUATY ...ooiiititiiiiii ettt eer e e s e e e e e e eeecennn e £98 10s. 9d. Stg.
TBEAUGUST. . oottt e 8 9 3  stg.

£180 0 0 stg.

Last year it was £210 stg.

Resolved thereanent,—That the Report of the Home Mission Board be
adopted, the thauks of the Synod given to the Board, and especially to the
Convener, for their attention to the duties entrusted to them during the past
vear. The Syncd is delighted to learn that there bas been a still further dimi-
nution of the amount drawn from the Colonial Committee, being onlv £180 stg.
as against £120 stg. in 1872-73, and £1308 stg. in 1868, and hears with satisfac-
tion of the increased liberality of our people, while, at the same time, it is a
matter of regret that so many congregations have failed to make collections.
The Synod rejoices to learn of the arrival of so many missionaries during the
past year. and that nearly all of these have been already inducted into vacant
charges, and further, that a Gaelic speaking missionary is expected immediately.
It is also gratifying to the Synod to learn that there are four Catechists, two
;:'\houring in Cape Breton, and two within the bounds of the Presbytery of Hali-
ax.

The Synod regrets the losses experienced during the past year through the
lamented deaths of Messrs. Keay and Stewart, and the departure to other fields
of labour of Mesers. Pollok, Caie and McDougall, brethren whose 1abours w re so
abundant, their counsels so valuable, and their success so conspicuous.
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The Synod further regrets, that notwithstanding the earnest appeals made
to Christian parents to devote their children to the work of the ministry, so few
have come forward with that view, and that the impossibility of contemplating
Church extension is where it was in former ycars. Feeling deeply the great
need that exists of taking some definite steps towards hmproving the position of
the Church in tiis respect, the Synoid Resolees, that the H. M. B. be author-
ized to negotiate with the Sister Church in reference to adding a protessor trom
our Church to the present staff of the Theological Hall, and to communicate
with the Colonial Committee on the subject. in the hope that young men who
are now or may hereafter be induced to study for the ministry, may be enabled
to pursue those studies in our own Provinces, and so make their native land their
field of permanent labours.

THE WIDOWS' AND ORPHANS' SCHEME.

J. J. Bremner, Esq., Convener of the Committee on the Ministers” Widows®
and Orphans’ Scheme, gave in the following Report, which was read :—

Your Commitsee, in transmitting the acco'nts of the Treasurer for the past yvear,
would respectfully cal! the attention of Synod to the fact that but a very few Congre-
wations have vet reported any action in reference to this Scheme, as will appear from
the following statement :—

Congreqations Amount said to Amount
reporting, b sulwserilad. received.,
St. Matthew's, Halifax................................ .o Q284200
St. Andrew’s, do .. e 416.00
Truro... .. ccocooccoiinnee, over 100,00
St. Andrew's, Pictou.. . $15.00
Saltsprings .................. N0 17.71
St. Andrew's, St. John, N. B. 1,000.00 500.00
Campbelton, N. B...... 100.00
St. Peter's Road, P. E. 36.75 LOH6.TH
&5,0190.75 £3,516.34

Your Committee believe that it would be of advantage were the Svnod, in -
pointing the new Committee, to sclect its members so as to represent  Preshyteries, or
at least laryre districts, thereby insuring more general interest and action throughout
the Synod than has so far been secured.

It will be pleasing to the Synod to learn that the capital of the Fund has been in-
creascd between four and five hundred dollars hy the advance in the value of Bank of
Nova Scotia shares hought as an investment, and it is to be regretted that, if money
collected has not been as profitably invested, it had not been carlicr in the hands of
the Central Treasurer.

These shares at present stand in name of Messrs. J. J. Bremaer and W. C.
Menzies, in behalf of the Fand.

Your Committee wculd call the attention of Synod to the fact that a special order
of Synod is requisite to withdraw from the Saving's Bank in St. John, N. B., money
of this Fund lodged there by the late Dr. Ilonald.

Respectfully submitted,

Jas. J. Beeuxer, Conrener.
Halifax, 27tk June, 1874,

Whercupon it was moved by Rev. D). McRac, seconded by Dr. Brooke, ~ud
resolved, that the Report be received and adopted. and the thanks of the
Synwd conveved to the Convener for his able management of the funds.  The
Synod, while highly gratified with the statement presented, rogrets that greater
vffort~ bave not been made to raise the smin contemplated at the outset, urges
that greater diligence be used by the Congregations, especially in the County «of
Pictou, to complete this Scheine by next neeting of the Court. appeint the fol-
lowing Committee, viz., the present Committee with the addition of Messrs.
Grant and Campbell, to draw up rules and regulations for the dispensing of the
Fund, and to report at next meeting of Synod, and also recommend that, as far
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as possible, the names of the contributors, with the amounts paid by them, be
published in the Record.

It was further resolved that an order be given by the Moderator, empower-
ing J. J. Bremner, Esq., to draw, on behalf of the Ministers Widows’ and
Orphans’ Fund, the sum of money lodged by the late Dr. Donald in the Sav-
ings’ Bank of St. John, N. B. .

KEPORT ON DALHOUSIE COLLEGE ENDOWMENT FIND.

The Rev. D. McRae, Convencr, submitted the following Statement on the
Dalhousie College :— '
ASSETS DALHOUSIE COLLEGE ENDOWMENT FUND.
Montreal Corporation Bonds.................c. oo oot 0t e e e ... 816000 OO

Mortgages in City of Halifax, $3%00old cy....... . . 369% 67
Loaned Trustees of North West Arm Church, $31 K502 N6
less received from them....................c.oelll 102 56 400 00
Cash On DANA. ..ot v e ..... 15
Interest over due (at 7 per cent per annum)... ..... .. ... .. ........... Q12 45
do. (at 6 per cent) receivable by 1st Nov., at which time 6 months
salary will be due to the Professor, 3480, 14.82 ....... ... .. 494 82
8624 27
Less 6 months salary due the Professor 1st Nov.. . .. . ... GO0 00 24 27
820,124 44
E E
Jas. J. BRENMNER, Treasurer.
Haurax N. 8., 30th June, 1874.
Amount Asset asabove..................cooen L L 890,124 44
do. same period Jast year.... .. .......coiiiiiiiiin e 20,044.01
IDCTABE ..oooviiiiiiiiiiiit it i e et e & 80 43
Memerandum.—During the year,a Mort, held by the Fund, amounting to

£1800 old cy., ($i752 new,) has bec;:vpaid off, also the sum of $102.86 has been re-
ceived on account of loan to North West Arm Church Trastecs, and these sums, with
interest collected, have been invested in a Montreal Corporation Bond, per $2000 at
$97 per $100, with brokerage } per cent., and bank premium each } per cent., vn
which transaction there was a gain of 345.08. 53 B

On moetion of Rev. .J. Campbell, seconded by Mr. Herdman, it was resolved
that the Report be adopted, the thanks of the Synod tendered to the Con:-
mittee, and that the Committece be reappointed to look after the fund. The
thanks of the Synod were accordingly conveyed to the Committce.

The hour of adjournment having arrived, the Rev. P. Galbrath was ap-
pointed to conduct devotional exercises to-morrow morning, and, after prais
and prayer, the Synod adjourned to meet to-morrow at 11 A. M.

THIRD DIET.

The Synod met according to adjonrnment, and, after devotional exercises
conducted by Rev. P. Galbraith, was constituted.

The Roll baving been called, the minutes of yesterday’s sederunts were read
and sustained.

Report on Answers te Remit on Tnion.

The Report of the Committee appointed to receive and tabulate answers
to the rewit on Union, was submitted by Rev. G. M. Grant, Convener.  Where-
upon the Synod procecded to consider the suhject of Union. The Rev. Mr.
McTavish. one of the delegates from the General Assembly of the Canada Pres-
byterian Church, being present, addressed the Synod on this subject, explaining
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the changes made in the Basis of Union adopted by the Synods, both in the
Upper and Lower Provinces, at their meetings in 1873.
After a very full discussion, in which most of the members of Synod took
nrt. the following resolution was moved by Mr. Grant, and seconded by Dr.
rogke, viz :—That the Synod, adhering to its former resolutions in favour of
Re-union, resolves to ta{ce the following steps towards its consummation :—
Whereas, the Synod of our Church in the Upper Provinces, and the General
Assembly of the Canada Presbyterian Church, at their recent meetings in
Ottawa, adopted a Preamble to the Basis of Union, and made sundry changes
in the Basis and accompanying Resolutions, this Synod accepts the said Preau-
ble, and assents to the changes, approving of the same as ewminently satisfactory
ty all who are attacbed to the coustitution and to the procedure of the Church
of Scotland, and this Synod also approves and accepts the name of * The
Presbyterian Church in Canada,” by which it is proposed that the re-united
Church shall be called.

Further, the Synod orders that the amended Basis be printed and sent down
to Presbyteries at once, that they may, without any delay, ascertain the minds
of the Congregations within their bounds ; and to secure, if possible. unanimous
vonsent to the proposed re-union, appoints Revs. A. McLean, R. J. Cameron.
Thomas Duncan, J. F. Campbell, and G. M. Grant, as a delegation to those
Congregations in the County of Pictou that form the minority of the Church, to
explain the position of the Synod, and to urge the great importance of unani-
mity on our part in the sight of the whole Church, and in the sight of the great
Head of the Church; and further, appoints a Special Meeting to be held in
New Glasrow, on the third (3rd) Wednesday of October next, at 10 o’clock,
a. m.. to receive the returns to the Remit, and also to receive a draft of the pro-
posed legislation referred to in Resolution V.: Revds. D. McRae and Jobn
Campbell, and D. A. Fraser and J. S. McDonald, Esqrs., being a Committee to
pre such draft of nroposed legislation.

t was moved in amendment by Rev. R McCunn, seconded by Rev. C.
Dunn, that the returns to the Remit do not warrant this Synod in taking imme-
diate steps towards the consummation of the proposed re-union, but that, in the
altered circumstances of the Basis and Resolutions, the Synod agrees to the Re-
solution just moved by Mr. Grant. :

The Rev. Mr. Grant stated that as he considered Mr. McCunn’s amendment
rather a substantive resolution, he would withdraw his own until Mr. McCunn’s
was put, that be might vote for it.

Mr. Grant’s resolution was then put to the meeting, and carried nem. con.

The Rev. J. M. Sutherland was appointed to conduct devotional exercises
10-morTow morning, and, after praise and prayer, the Synod adjourned to mect
to-morrow at 11 A. M.

FOURTH DIET.

The Synod met according to adjournment, and, after devotional exercises by
tev. J. M. Sutherland, was constituted with prayer by the Moderator.
The Roll having been called, the Minutes of yesteriay’s sederunt were read
and sustained.
SYNOD FUND.

The Rev. James Anderson, Convener, submitted the following Report on
the Synod Fund, after reading which he tendered bis resignation as Convener
The Committec on the Synod Fand beg to submit the following statement of re-
ceipts and disbursements for the year now ending :—
RECEIPTS.
Balance from last year.................o.. L
t’ollections from 30 Congregations....... ................... ...
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DISBURSENMENTS.
Synod Clerk’s Salary .8120 00
For Stationery, &c.. . 240
Incidental Expenses . . 338
Committee on Christian Life and Work, for . 15
Travelling expenses of members of Synod... . . 259 75
Sexton of St. Arndrew’s............... ..cccocoeeiiinil ... 600
—_——(393 (3
Balance in hand.................. $ 99 50

No Collections for this fund have beon received from the following Congregations -
—Musquodoboit, New Glasgow, Nashwaak, St. Andrews, New St. Stephens, Sain:
John, New Richmond, Dalhouste, Tabusintac, St. Peter’s Road and Brackley Point
The representatives of these Congregations have made no demand on the Commitree
for travelling expenses. Still, it is not fair that they should fail to contribute to this
fund when the first charge upon it is the unavoidable expenses connected with the
business of the Synod, sach as the Clerk’s Salary, &c. It is to be hoped that next
year’s report will show a much smaller number of non-contributing Congregations
And in the caso of many of the Congregations that have contributed, their represent.-
tives have drawn, for travelling expenses from the fund, Gouble the amoust of their
collections. The barden, therefore, is thrown upoa a few liberal congregations. The
Committee would respectfnlli ask the Synod to enjoin anew upon all coogregations
the necessity of making the Annual Collection for the Synod Fund.

Respectfully submitted, in name and by the appointment of the Committee.

JAMES ANDERSON,

It was moved by Mr. Herdman, seconded by Mr. MacRae, and agreed to.
that the Report be adopted; that Mr. Anderson be requested to continue to
act, and also that Mr. McCunn be added to the Committee.

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND WORK.

The fo!lowinﬁ Report on Christian Life and Work was given in and read
by the Rev. T. Duncan, Convener :—

In order to carry out the instructions received at last Synod, and with the
view of obtaining as full information as possible on the Life and Work of the
Church, the. Committee met at Halifax in October last, and prepared the fol-
lowing questions, a copy of which was sent to each minister within the Synod's
bounds :—

“SUBJECTS AND QUESTIONS.

I—Extent of your Field.

Would yon mention the extent of your field of labour, and the probahle
number of adberents, mcludiu('-%l such as attend no particular’ Church, but are
numinally connected with the Church of Scotland.

II.—Character of Field.

What of the Spiritual Life of the Corig:(-gation ? (1)—How many are in
full Communion with the Church ? (2)— l)rofwm'ng Christians seem growing
in spiritaality and earnestness ? (3)—Doecs intcrest in personal religion secm
to be growing among others ?

IIT—Ordinances.

(1)—\What of attendance on Public Worship ? (2)—0n Prayer Meetings *
(3)—Sabbath Schools and Bible Classes? (4)—Have you any suggestion to
make, and would you indicate your practice on the subiect of Baptism ? (3)—
What of admission to the Lord’s Supper? (6)—What of frequency, &c., of its
administration ?

IV.—Fanmily Life.
(1)—What of Family Worship? (2)—What of Parental Instruction ?
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V.—Religious Work.

(1)—What are your opinion and practice anent pastoral work ? What
dealings have you with those who have made no public profession of their faith ?
What other means ot instruction, if any, do you employ, besides preaching the
Word ? Have you any special services for the young ? (2)—What share do
the Elders take in the work of the Congregation ? (3)—Every Christianis a
member of the body of Christ, with a work to do for Him. To what extent is
this truth realized and acted upon by your people ?  (4)—Do you consider the
contributions of your people consistert with their abihity 2 What method of
collecting do you pursue, and which would you recommend ?

VI.—Hindranees.
(1)—Is there much skepticism 2 'What forms does it take ? (2)—What of
corrupt literature ?  (3)—What of changes of residence ? When persons leave

your congregation, do you take means to bring them under the notice of the
minister of the place to which they go ? (4)——%\’hat of ccclesiastical divisions ?
What ill effects have you observed therefrom on Church discipline, Home Mis-
sion work, and Christian life and work generally ? (5)—What are the special
sins and temptat:ons of your people ? What of worldliness, covetousness. dis-
honesty, Sabbath desecration, intemperance, unchastity, slander, uncharitable-
ness, disobedience to parents, profanity, &c.; and what is your practice in the
matter of discipline, and with what results ? ~

The Commuttee request that you favor them with sich suggestions on these
or any other topics, as may seem to you fitted to prumote the Christian Life and
Work of the Church.”

To give greater publicity to the work of the Committee, as well as to elicit
fuller returns, it was also resolved that the list of subjects and questions be
printed in the Monthly Record. Returns have been received from sixteen con-
gregations, or from nearly one-half of the occupied charges in the Synod, and
are as follows : From Halifax Presbytery, with six ministers, replies have been
received from five ; from Pictou Presbytery, with thirtcen ministers, from seven ;
from P. E. L., with four ministers, from only one besides the Convener ; from St.
John, N. B., none—the only Presbytery which has failed to send any return at
all; from Restigouche one, and he a comparative stranger; from Miramichi
one; ¢. e., from the whole Province of New Earunswick there are but two returns.

The Committee cannot enter on their report without expressing their thank-
fulness to those brethren who have been at some pains to give such information
as would be of value to the Synod and Church at large ; while, in this their
first attempt to classify and bring out the {:rominent topics and suggestions sent
them, they would throw themselves upon the fullest indulgence of this venerable
Court.

I. THE EXTENT OF TBE FIELD.

This is very variable. In citics it is the whole extent of the town, whether
there be but one minister or more than one; in country sections it varies from
12 to 26 miles in length, to from 3 to 15 in width, with one and sometimes as
many as 8 and 4 churches or outlying stations attached thereto. These features
give our Church more the aspect of a great missionary organization, secking to
overtake the necessitics and supply the wants of a newly scttled, and, to a larye
extent, an agricultural population ; and at the same time entailing much hardship
and fatigue upon our ministers, from the extent of ground they have often to
travel.in order to fulfil their simplest pastoral duty.

From the second part of the inquiry it was the intention of the Commiittec
to bring out the actual number of our adberents in these Provinees, together
with a comparative statement of those who nominally adhered to us, but in
reality attended no place of worship, so that an estimate might be made of the
work yet to be overtaken by the Church. From the number of returns, however,
it will be scen that it is impossible to arrive at anything like an approximate
conclusion.
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I. CHARACTER OF FIELD.

1. Spiritual Life. In the majority of the congregations, the spiritual state
seetns rather doubtful. In some it is simply discouraging; in others greater
hopes exist; while in a fuw there has been a special work of grace during the
year. “Itis with much regret,” writes one, “ that I bave to express my opinion
that spiritual life is low in our midst.” * Some,” adds another, ** are growing in
grace ; others are becoming more worldly. I see signs of increasing interest in
versonal religion, but 1 bave seen such signs before without much fruit resulting.”
Vhile a third reports that “ in two sections there seems to be some increase in
earnestness and spirituality among professing Christians, and several others
seem to have come to the Saviour.” In Charlottetown, Truro, Georgetown and
Springhill, there has been a special work of grace. The extent of that work is
different in each case. In the first instance, as many as ninety-four have been
added to the communion roll,—cighty-one of these for the first time, on a profes-
sion of faith, as part of the fruits of the outpouring of the Spirit of God.

As to the number of communicants, it seems that the membership of the
Church, taken as a whole, is not what might reasonably be expected, scarcely
averaging one communicant for each honsehold. Insome congregations, the
average 1s very low. This is a serious matter, and one requiring careful consid-
eration, inasmuch as in our churches this is the principal mode in which public
profession is made of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ ; besides iuvolving, in the
case of Christians who do not accept of it, the putting away of an invaluable
weans of grace.

II. THE ORDINANCES.

1. With regard to the Public Worship of God, the committee rejoice to read
the satisfactory returns. Among our con tions, particularly in country sec-
tions, the general attendance seems mpeciaﬁy good. Among all this class of
answers there is scarcely one complaint. In cities and the smaller towns it is
not so good ; one answer giving “ much irregularity”; another stating what many
sadly experience, viz., that “ while in cities many strangers fill the churches, yet
almost half of the regular families do not attend as regularly as they ought.
Some systematically attend only once on the Lord’s Day, and then only when
the day is fine.”

2. Prayer Meetings.—There is no congregation—so far as the replies ex-
tend—without its meeting for prayer, in addition to the regular services of the
Sabbath. The nature of these varies according to circumstances. In some in-
stances there is the general meeting alone. Others add thereto the district and
the cottage meeting ; whilst in those sections where the revival of religion has
taken place. it bas been the custom to hold meetings for prayer every evening
during the week for months togethet, with the most beneficial results.

One return says :—* We have two prayer-meetings every week. One is
held every Wednesday evening. Attengance very good, although many ot
the congregation do not attend at all. The other i1s held every Sabbath morn-
ing an bour before service, and is conducted by the members of the congrega-
tion for a blessing on the services of the day.”

The general and grievous complaint, however, with all meetings, specially
for prayer, is. that they are atbenvfed by a very small number indeed. as com-
pared either with the Sabbath attendance, or even with the membership of the
Church. Y=t it is an acknowledged fact, that wherever there is a praying peo-
ple, there God's blessirigs most liberally descend.

In one instance a fellowship meeting is found to be very beneficial.

3. Sabhatk Schools and Bible Classes.—Every return gives also a Sabbath
School. In some congregations where the people are widely scattered, it is found
necessary to have several—in one instance numbering as many as ten. Many
schools have Bible Classes under properly qualified teachers, as the complement ot
the junior classes. Sometimes the Bible class is under the minister's own superin-
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tendence. Perhaps there is room for both practices. Asa part of ordinary
Sabbath School work, it seems invaluable to have adult classes, which the oldest
member of the congregation will find it a pleasure to attend. In more than one
school this is the case, and seems to be uniformly accompanied with the most hene-
ficial results. In one instance, as many as 120 are thus enrolled another;in 80, form-
ing a most interesting department of Christian labor. In country congregations,
the Bible class must often give place to the ancient system of catechizing
from house to house. The committee further find that the city naturally affords
better scope and op&oﬂunity for Sabbath School work than does the country ;
in the latter, the Schools being, save in a very few instances, unfortunately
closed during the winter months.

4. The Sacraments.—There is no'suhject, perhaps, on which such variation
exists as on this.

a. Baptism— As to adult baptism, there is uniformly required a profession
of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and some evidences of a consistent Christian
life. In the case of children, the requirements from parents or guardians differ
very much. In perhaps the greater number of instances, application is made,
more especially in country charges, to the elder of the district, who reports to
the mimster. Then, after an examination as to faith and morals, if satisfactory,
the ordinance is administered. In many instances it is deemed proper to ad-
minister baptism where neither parent is a communicant. The committee re-
Jjoice to sce the extreme care which is then taken to instruct these parents very
fully as to their duty with to the Lord’s Supger One Session requires,
in order to baptism, that fanmily worship be observed, 2s a condition to the right
training of the chitd. Another report says:—*If not members in full com-
munion, they are urged to reflect that communion is a duty which they are ne-
glecting, and a privilege which they are failing to enjoy. They are reminded
that it is as persons ‘professing faith in Christ and obedience to Him’ that the or-
dinance is administered totheirchildren; thatthey—the parents—being themselves
baptized persons,are therefore members ofthe visible church, and bound to honor all
the requirements and conditions of membership.” A third says : “1baptize not only
the children of communicants, but the children of those baptized parents to whom I
could not refuse admission to the Lord’s Table if they applied.” And a fourth:
‘ Whenever parents or guardiansbringtheir little children to Christ tobe received
into the Church by baptism in His name, we always suffer them and forbid
them not, knowing that ¢ of such is the kingdom of God.” We believe that the
Saviour would be displeased if we would rebuke people for bringing them. .

No child should therefore be refused, if brought by the friends or pro-
fessed guardians, for ¢ whosoevershall receive onesuchlittlechildinmy namereceiv-
ethme.”” Whileanotheradds : # Since,accordingtothe Presbyterian principle,bap-
tism is administered to infants on the grounds oftheirparents’faith, and since the
only ground on which baptism would be administered by us to the parents
themselves is a living, appropriating faith in Christ,—surely a fortiori, it can be
administered to their children on nothing less.

b. The Lord’s Supper—Requirements.— Before admitting to the Lord’s
Table, the returns show that usually great care is taken. There is an examina-
tion, more or less extended, into the life, motive, and knowledge of the applicant.
This is conducted in various ways, most frequently by the minister himself ; the
admission seems uniformly to be through the session.

« Admission to this ordinance,” says one report, “is open only to those who,
by profession, and to all outward appearance, by practice, are Christians.
‘While holding this with all strictness, the writer also studiously teaches the fa-
miliar but freguently forgotten truth, that it is but a means of grace.” Another
says :—* } examine candidates as to their knowledge, faith, repentance, love,
and new obedience, according to the admirable rule of the Shorter Catechism.”
A third says:—“On applicition for admission to the Lord's Supper, the
character of the applicant is enquired into, and proving satisfactory, he or she
is subjected to an examination on the doctrinesof Scripture, and on the nature of
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the Sacrament applied for ; the Kirk Session then take a conjoint view of the
whole, andif satisfactory, the applicant is publicly admitted n the presence ot
the other communicants, while receiving their tokens.”

The mode of administration is also various. In the city charges it is more
frequently simultanecus. In others, the practice is adhered to of baving succes-
sive tables with addresses. In several instances, members of other Churches in
full Communion are invited to partake. The address known as “ Fencing the
Tables,” is generally continued ; but, in some instances, is either dispensed with
altogether, or is considerably abbreviated ;  because,” says one writer, “ most
of the work to be accomplished by it should have been Gone before, and the
attef;\tilc)m ’shonld rather be drawn to such truths as will help in partaking
profitably.”

As to frequency of administration, there exists, alzo, a very decided vamety of
practice and sentiment. In a few cases it isadministered but once a year :in the
majority, twice,—viz., in Spring and Autumn.” In a growing number it is dis-
pensed quarterly. One minister, in whose two congregations it is dispensed
once a year, “ desiderates more trequent Communion.” Several with whom it
is administered twice a year, say it should be more frequent ; others, again,
think twice a vear sufficient. One desires to return to what the re of one
designates, primitive fervour and frequency—* oft and often,” quoting 1 Cor.
1x. 23, 26. .

The Committee would express no opinion further than to refer to the rules
of the Directory for Public Worship, that the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
is to be frequently administered, but how frequently, it bas been wisely left by
our Church for each Kirk Session for itselfto decide.

The question of the Wine is introduced into one report, but the Com-
mittee, in the present aspect of the debates connected therewith, would pass it
by with this simple allusion.

IV. FAMILY LIFE.

Worship.—TEe Worship of God is essential to the life of a Christian familv.
No amount of other training will be of much service, unless this, also, is steadily
kept up. No doubt the.want of it is an open neglect and dishonouring of God.
The Committee rejoice to see the excellent condition of many congregations
under this head. In one of our very oldest sections, it is said, ¢ So far as
known to me, there is not one family in my congregation without family wor-
ship.” Would God all our people wereso! In many papers we have the
answer, that family worship is generally observed; as “ My elders state their
belief that all Communicants observe family worship—I have reason to believe
it is generally oteerved.” ¢ Family worslup is all but universal,” says another,
and such like. This is, perhaps, one of the most pleasing features brought out
into prominence by these enquiries, and at the same time. in the opinion of the
Committee, one of such vital importance as to warrant us in congratulating this
Synod, and in returning our hearty thanksgiving to God for the bealthful signs
which it affords. Happy, indeed, are the people who are in such a case.

Yet there are exceptions, the Committee regret to add. In one mixed
charge. part residing in the city and part in the country, it is said,
“ Family worship is very generally observed in the country, less frequently in
town.”  Another states that “ Family worship is not generally observed;” and
another: “1It ia not, I fear, general, but is increasing.”

Parental Instruction.—In one form or another, there is also considerabl~
attention paid to this important subject, with occasional grounds of, doubtless,
just complaint. The Committee are astonished to find this contrariety, that, in
many cases where family worship is general, instruction is not so, and vice versa.

V. RELIGIOUS WORK.

TUnder this head, it was the desire of the Committee to bring out not onlv
the actual amount of activity displayed by the Church in its different depart-
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ments, but to have such suggestions as might help those who are labouring
under serious discouragements of any kind ; and in this there has been some
fruit.

1. With regard to the pastoral work of fhe ministry, there is but one opinion.
It is declared %y every one to be most essential. * I cannot do,” says one,
* without visiting.” Anotber adds, * I labour incessantly among the people—
visiti:g, distributing tracts, catechizing, organizing, &c.” * Pastoral work,” says
a third, “is the complement of the pulpit.”

While thus unanimous as to the fact of house-to-house visitation, there is
sowme diversity both as to the frequency of this visitation, and the manner of ity
being conducted. In large congregations it seems impossible to visit {)astorally
more than once a year. is, with visitation of the sick, occupies all the time
4 winister can possibly devote to the work. In smaller and more cowpactly
peopled districts, visiting is more frequent ; while in large country parishes it is,
1 one instance, but once in two years, slternating with a year of catechising ;
others catechise and visit the same year.

These visits are generally accompanied with prayer, the reading of the
Word, and such conversation or instruction as may be deemed suitable. On
frequent visiting of a merely friendly nature, we have the following opinions :—

‘I go about a great deal among my people. I wish to visit each family at
least twice a year. I do not think it necessary to be formal in my visits, but it
does the people good, and me also, to see each other as often as possible,” say:
one answer. “ I regret,” says another, *that my practice is not equal to my
opinion regarding one important part of pastoral work, but, as far as it goes, it
bears out my opinion of the great value of visiting. One kind of visiting I be-
lieve to be worthy of reprobation, viz., the running in and out of houses, making
what amounts to little more than fashionable c:lﬁ. It may render a minister
popular among a certain class, and be productive indirectly of some good, by
thus inducing them to attend his preaching and hear with a friendly ear; but
it involves the loss of much precious time, with no direct result, encourages
the already too prevalent spirit of thoughtless trifling, which the true labourer
finds to be one of the test hindrances to success in leading souls to Christ,
renders earnest personal dealing more difficult, and leads the peogl: constantly
to expect the agreeable titillation produced by such calls, and to be dissatistied
unless they receive it. The right kind of visitation is that described by Paul,
{Acts xx : 20, 21), showing and teaching from house to house; testifying re-
pentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.”

As to dealing with those who have made no public profession of their faith,
the Committee rejoice to see, that in several instances, at least, this important
branch of pastoral work is well attended to. The Committee are persuaded
that, just as it was with our Saviour’s ministry, so should it be with-ours, viz., a
constant going out and seeking for the lost sheep of the kingdom, using every
exertion, private and personal, to lead them to a knowl and loving faith in
the Redeemer. “I urge,” says one, “upon those who have never made pro-
tession of their faith in public, the duty of doing so. I believe, however, that
should be done more frequently in a direct personal way.” ¢ Before Commu-
nion,” says another, “I visit personally and repeatedly the hopeful non-com-
municants, and win as many as possible to the Lord. at is my aarvest of
souls.” A third says, I try various methods. With some, private conversa-
tion is practicable ; with others, it is not. With some, you should speak direct-
Iy of their spiritual state; with others, it would be only casting pearls before
swine ; and you had better try first to get them connected with & class or
organization beneficial merely to the body or mind, or with the doing of exter-
nal Church work. The Pastor must be wise, must study character” On this
vital topic, we must add yet another: “ Of the greatest importance is closc
personal dealing with individual souls, whether in wisiting or in private conver-
sation, by the road, or whenever an opportunity can be gained. en the state
ot the individnal can be ascertained, and the suitable truth applied, just as the
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physician of the body first endeavours to discover the exact condition of his
patient, and then to administer the proper remedy. In my limited experience,
no other mnde of working has been so successful in reaping as this. . . . .
The physician must not be rude or abrupt, but he must still less allow byper-
delicacy to deter him from making such an examination, and applying such
remedies as will best promnte the restoration of his patient. And in practice I
find that, instead of resenting such dealing, many wish for it, though shrinking
from themselvesasking it,and wonder at ministers and other professing Christians
for neglecting it.”

The Conunittee, from the most carefyl examination of Statistics of Christian
work, cannot but regard this personal dealing with souls as one of the most
precious and efficaious means of grace. It is, they are convinced, even now in
the memory of many a painstaking Ambassador of Christ,—how, when all

ublic means have seemed to fail with the sinner, asimple personal conversation
1as brought him to a serious reflection on the great eternal realities of his soul,
and has not unfrequently ended in leading him to a full trust and confidence in
the Redeemer. In any great religious movement, this personal dealing is of the
greatest importance. It is the practice of the great Shepherd. He follows the
sheep one by one into their wanderings, and, laying his hand on each, dealing
with each tenderly, according to its state and need, leads it back to God. And
He is our perfect example.

Special means for instructing the poople, besides preaching, are, Catechising
in its various forms, Bible Classes and Readings. Besides these, there have been
instituted Special Meetings for enquirers who have been awakened to a sense
of sin. For the young, there are a few special services, such as an occasional
adilress, but these are not frequent, the care of the children being left, in large
xggssu{e, to parental instruction, catechising, the Bible Class, and the Sabbath

ool.

2. Elders—By almost every Kirk Session, there is some work done by
each man, according to his gift. Some assist in Sabbath School work, some
take part in prayer meetings, some visit'the sick, some conduct service during
their minister’s absence. Io several instances they have districts assigned them,
and watch faithfully over their charge. In more than one instance, there is a
monthly meeting of the Session for prayer and consultation, and any needed
business connected with the congregation.

Qur report recommends the use of territorial divisions or districts for the
Elders, as being of much service. It is of the grer st importance that Elders
should reali < the responsibility of their office, as shown in such Scriptures as
Acts xx, 28 ; and 1 Peter, v. 1—4.

3. A work for every man to do for Christ! In all congregations there are a
few workers, yet the various reports, with scarcely an exception, show how very
far believers are from the perfect realization of this glorious truth—that every
meinber of the body of Christ has a work to do for Him. In most instances, the
truth is said to be * recognized, but poorly obeyed.” In one of the most favour-
able examples we have an excellent instance of work. “ Fourteen ladies,” it
says, “ are formed into a working and praying society, whose duty it i3 to visit,
once a week, certain persons who are unable to attend Church, and to meet for
prayer.” In another con tion, ladies have districts assigned to them for
distribution of tracts, and on Sabbath morning a meeting also is held for
prayer. Many take part in Sabbath School work, and a few in prayer meet-
g ; but much more might be done.”

A congregation can grow only where there is earnest work, and where the
majority, constrained by the love of Christ, are engaged in some labour for
Him, and to keep themselves in healthful spiritual exercise. .

4. Another fruit of Christian life is giving. Our consecration implies—nay,
involves—our full surrender of all to God. On this point there is ground both
for sorrow and for joy—joy, that many, or at least some, individuals do give
quite up to their ability ; and some do even straiten themselves; but those are
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by no means the more numerous. A number of reports state that the congre-
gotions are, on the whole, liberal ; but not one, not even the best, is liberal up
to anything like the whole extent of its ability. Que answer seems, in some
respects, to tell the story of all. “ The congregation contributes liberally for the
Church, and public objects, for which their help is regularly besought. A few
give quite up to their ability ; more give well, as compared with others; but
not up to any of the standards laid down in Scripture. Some give little or
nothing.” One gives as his reply : * Emphatically no. Contributions to other
objects and purposes far exceed those given for religious purposes.” ¢ Certain-
ly not ; they are not liberal,” says yet a third, showing that the greatest faithful-
ness upon this point s reguired by ministers and office-bearers of the Church.
For when a man withholdeth more than is meet, it must bring down the dis-
pleasure of God, and tend to spiritual poverty. How dreadful for one redeemed
with the precious blood of Christ to hear Him say at last: ¢ Forasmuch as ye
did it not to one of the least of these my disciples, ye did it not to Me.”

Many modes of collecting are used—by pew rents, by Church-door collec-
tions, by voluntary subscription, while, in & few instances, the whole revenue of
the Church is obtained by the voluntary offerings at the Church-door. In one
instance, the Schedule is recommended. In more, the purely voluntary offering
on the Lord’s day, without Schedule, is preferred. The Committee regard
them but as two distinct forms of the same plan. Collectors’ cards are perferred
for the Synodical Schemes. - The Committee recommend that the duty of sys
tematic benevolence be prominently brought before the people.

V1. BINDRANCES.

* There is very little speculative scepticism known among our people; and
the Committee rejoice to add that corrupt literature has found its way among
them to but a very limited extent. The literature chiefly complained of is in
the form of novels of a frivolous character, and of doubtful moral tendency.
As this is an evil that is spreading widely in the present day, and as its effects
are most injurious to the spiritual life of our people, and to none more so than
to the young, the Committee recommend that the most strenuous efforts be
made to train the tastes of the people toward higher and more healthful read-
ing, as well as to have that reading supplied as far as possible.

Where change of cesidence is gommon, it is found to be injurious, unless
proper care be taken that the persons so leaving should be recommended to
the charge of some faithful minister in the place of their adopted abode. Some-
times thid appears to have heen attended with the most beneficial results. This
plan is adopted by our ministers wherever it is found practicable ; the chief
difficulty complained of being that oftentimes persons leave without -notifying
their minister or elders of the change,—a serious, and often a fatal neglect on
their &m; or, if youths, on the part of parents and guardians,—a little atten-
tion from whom might have saved their friends or themselves from exposure to
many evil influbnees in their new abode. At the same time, every encourage-
ment should be given 10 those about to leave, to make the matter knowa.

A frequent hindrance to religion arises from the divided state of the Church
of Christ. It is said “to relax (i'lscip]ine. by the readiness with which fugitives
from one Church are received iato full Communion, without any searching
enquiry into the causes of, or motives for, the change.” Tt is further said “ to
give rise to the spirit of uncharitableness,” and “ to produce a root of bitterness
that is carefully fostered by the enemy of eouls.”

Another, who had been but a few months in the Colonies, adds :—* I have
seen enough to convince me of the abeolute necessity for the union of the Pres-
byterian Churchesin Canada.” Jn places where the spirit of union exists, the
evils are lessened. .

Special Sing—Under this head, the great enemies with which the Gospel
bas to conteud are « worldliness,” and its consequent « indifference.” Sabbath
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desecration occurs in the way of visiting from house to house, especially in the
country, and in neglect of ordinances in towns. There is occasional unchastit
and intemperance. Disobedience to parents is occasionally met with, alihough
in one well cultivated district the minister writes that * the old family virtues
tlourish very vigorously, of which many beautiful instances could be given. The
one evil is'really worldliness.” “ We believe in the world,” says one report,
“love it, value it, fight for it. Faith is low, and hence is not overcoming the
world to the degree I would ‘ain see.” This, then, is the prayer we need,
* Lord, increase our faith.’

As regar.s discipline, it is sometimes public, when the case demands; some-
times entirely private. When public, it is either at church or at prayer-meeting;
when more private, it is sometimes in presence of the session, sometimes the min-
ister undertakes it alone. In “ discipline ” says one “ we use the Sword of the
Spirit, viz: the Word of God, declared and preached lovingly to the conscience.”

Deputations.—There was one call from Georgetown for a deputation whilst the
revival of religion was going on in that congregation. The convener and one of
his session went and gave what assistance they could, and they bave the satis-
tion of knowing that their effort was not without excellent results.

All which is duly submitted to the Synod by
TaoS. DuncAN, Convener.

Whereupon it was resolved, that the Synod has heard with much pleasure
the Report of the Committee on Christian Life and Work, thank the Commit-
tee, and especially the Convener, for the great labour bestowed in securing and
arrangiag the returns on which they have reported. From the fact that the
Committee has been at work only for the past year, the Synod is un-
willing to draw attention to the large number of Congregations that
have sent in no Report as yet, or to pronounce on any of the interest-
ing and practical subjects on which information as to the practice of the Church
has been elicited ; but, realizing the importance of the work, re-appoints the
Committee, with instructions to prosecute its labours for another year, and
endeavour to procure s.ill more complete information as to the state of religion
within our Congregations, and on the various subjects included in the queries
of the Committee.

There was presented, and read, a petition from Mr. Montgomery, with re-
ference to the disposal of his case at last meeting of Synod. It was agreed to
refer it to the Committee om Bills and Overtures, anent which the following
Report was given in, viz.: ** After serious consideration, the Committee came
to the eonclusion that the petition of Mr. Montgomery is not in order.”

Moved by Mr. McCunn, seconded by Mr. McLean, and agreed to, that the
report ‘be adopted.

Committee to walt on the Sister Synod in re Uniom.

Moved by Mr. Anderson, seconded by Mr. Melville, and resolved, that
Rev. Mr. Grant, Messrs. W. Faulkner and John McKenzie be a Committee
to wait upon the Sister Synod now in session in Poplar Grove Church, Hali-
fax, to give information to that venerable Court as to the action of this Synod
in the proposed re-union of the Churches, and, in the event of that Synod
agreeing to take similar action, to ask it to suggest a suitable time and place of
meeting.

At %his stage of the proceedings, the Rev. Dr. Togp entered, was introduced
by the Moderator, and addressed the meeting at considetrable length on the unan-
imity that had been attained in the Upper Provinces on the matter of re-
union of the Church.

Resolved,—That the thanks of the Synod be conveyed to the Rev. Dr. Topp
for his presence and addres, which was done accordingly.

The Moderator then introduced Revds. Dr. Bayne and J. K. Smith, and H.
Webster, Esqrs., a delegation from the Sister Synod, who presented to the
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Court the decision of their 8ynod, viz., that they had resslved that their
adjourned meeting should be held in New Glasgow, on the third Wednesday of
October next.

REPORT ON YOUNG MEN'S BURSARY SCHEME.

The Report on_the Young Men's Bursary Scheme was then called for, and
givenin by Rev. J. F. Campbell, Convener, as follows :—

Yoar Committee are thankfal to be able to give an encouraging Repors for this
s,

y Last year there were five Bursars on the Fund, besides two who had been the
previous year, but wers last year absent from their classes without giving reasons to
the Coramittee, and who have since discontinued their studies. Daring this vear,
four have been added to the number ; namely, ! :irs. Alex. Mcleod, G. ‘l’: Gordon,
John Smith, sud John Chisholm. Al of these have come to us highly recommend-
ed, and are believed by your Committee to be men of genuine piety, going forward to
the work of the ministry frora a desire to lead souls to Christ, and also to be possessed
of the gifts fitung them tor that work. Several other young men, though not yet
Bursars, are expected to apply this summer. So far, then, we bave reason to thank
God snd take coursge.  An increasiug number of suitable young men are coming for-
ward, and saying to the Lord and His Church, * Here am I, send me," and glad are
we to be able to assist them in obtaiving an education to qualify them further for
their mission.

But it is not enough to get men to enter on their studies for this purpose. How
many mivisters have we received thsough the agency of the Fund ? In all, apwards
of sixteen. Unhappily, most of these have, from various reasons, been led to leave us
after a time.  Yet aif of them remained for the full time stipulated by the Committee
when ting the bursaries, except two, one of whom cannot be counted, inasmuch
as he repaid in full, during his college coitrse, the amount he had received; the
other apent only a short time within this Synod, but though, through a misunder-
standiog, he has not yet refunded mrdig% y, his last letter leads to the hope that he
will soon do s0.  And it must be considered toat those who, after ministering among
us for the stipulated time, have transferred their labours to other parts of the
worid, and especially to the Colonial fleld, are by no means lost to us. Seven still
labour among us. In other words, every native minister we have,~except, say five,~
or ever have ad,-—«excegz, say seven,—rhas been aided by this Scheme.

Amoag the number have been, and are, some of our most useful men. We ex-
pected one moré this year, bat he has desired, in order to pass certain examinstions,
to remain till November, in which month or the next wenow look for him. In addition,
it must be remembered that three of our present bursars are labouring earnestly and
very successfully as Catechists, as former bursars have also done, efficiensly supplying
Vi + oing the work, in faect, of licentiates.

Five or six persons who have received bursaries hawe either ceased their studies,
or, at least, have not returced to labour among us. Of these, Mr. McQuarde has
been prevented by ill-health from goiog forward. He has returned part of the smoaat
he had received, and during this year has written, explaining that very severe
domestic affliction has rendered him ppable to send another hundred doliars as he
had pn?osed, and promising to repay in full, by instalments, as soon as he shall be
able. The Committee rocommend that, under the circumstances, he be released
from all farther liability. Mr. D. K. Campbell has alsc explained his reasons for not
vet returning. He has this year sent an instalment of the money he had received,
aud has promised another very shortly. Mr. A. K. Nicholson kas not been heard
from. Of the young men who last year retired sfter one year’s study, Mr, D. Me-
Lean has repaid in full; the other lius not yet been heard from.

Our financial state is satisfactory. Twenty-six Congregations have contributed,
in all, over $518, an encouraging evidence of the increasing interest in the work
entrusted to the Committee. e fotal amount received during the year, inclading
interest, is $858.32, against 8391.29 for last year. The amount expended has also
been large, namely, $830.57. Of this, however, $132.54 esmpeﬂy belong to last
gear, though paid too late to appear in its Report. Deductivg that sum, asd
adding it to last year's, the amount expended for this year is $698.03, against $383.04
for last year. The balance on hand now is $755.28, as compared with $727.53 last
year. (In addition, $6.00 have been handed in by Gairloch Congregation since the
close of the year}. This is just & good working balance, and no more = The Commit-
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tee hopeo 1o have more Bursars in the coming year thaa in the one just closed, and, as
many congregations delay collecting and forwarding their contributions till late in the
year, a gonsd balance i3 requisite.

There is a diflicelty inobtaining a sum of money left for the Fund by the late
Rev. G. W. Siewart, and the Committee request the advice of the Syrod on the
matter. v

During the year, J. Hislop, Esq., the former Treasurer, resigned. His regignation,
was accepted, and the thanks of the Conuuittee were conveyed to him. Wm.
Menvies, Esq., kindly cunsented to act instead; he has done so in a manner so
admirable that the Committee congratulate the Synod and themselves on securing
his services, and recommend thas the appointment be contirmed.

An application to the Synod has been laid before the Counmittee by Rev. G. M.
Grant, on behalf of Mr. John McLean, stating that he has studied for four years in Dal-
housie Cotlege, in Arts, but that, instead of going through the regular course, he took
the second year's classes twice, and vequesting that he be permitied, in the autuma
of this year, to enter one of the Divinity Halls recognized by the Synod, aud to take
the Aris classes of the foursh year during his Disinity course. The Committce
recummend that this application be granted.

The Committee, feeling that it is the work aad prerogative of God 10 coll men to
the work of the Ministry, and to bestow upon them the requisite spiritual and intellec-
rual qualifications, and that it is the duty of the Church to be on the watcls to recog-
nize those whom He thus qualifies, and’ to give them that educational preparation
which will better fit them for their work, recommend that Kirk Sessions be en-
joined :—

1. To appoint & special day for prayer, that the Lord of the Harvest will send
forth labourers into His harvest.

2. To hring before the minds of persons who may mauifest such spiritual and
other gifts as seem to fit them for the work, the duty of devoting themselves to it.

3. To te more punctnal in making angd forwarding collections for the Fund.

The Comenittee - ould elso respectfully urge the importance of arranging for the
education of our youg men in a Divinity Hall among ourselves, 3o that their services
as “atechists may be ohtained during summer, and that their affections be not weaned
from our own country and work. ’

All which is respectfully submitted,
‘Jas. FRasEr CampBELL, Convener.

After the reading of the Report, the following application was submitted by
the Rev. Mr. Grant :— ’

* Mr. McLean has studied for four years in Dalhousie College in Arts, but,
instead of going through the regular course of study, he took the second year
twice. He is now anxious to begin the study of Divinity, and, if permitted to
do so0, he will take the fourth year's Art Classes during his Divinity course.

+ He has therefore authorized me, as his pastor, to apply to the Synod, and
I now deso through the Young Men's Bursary Fund Committee, that he be
permitted to_enter one of the Divinity Halls recognized by the Synod, in the
autums of this year.

 (Signed) Geo. M. Grant.”

On motion of Mr. McCunn, seconded by Mr. Fraser, it was recolved that
the report of the Committee be received and adopted, the thanks of the Synod
given to the Committee, and especially to the Convener, for the zealous manuner
in which they have discharged the duties entrusted to them ; further, that the
Synod adopt the suggestions of the Committee, and re-appoint them, with the
Rev. J. F. Campbell as Convener, and W. Menzies, Esq., as Treasurer.

In Memoriam, the Iate Rev, P, Keay.

The Rev. Dr. Brooke, Convener of the Committee appointed to draft a Memo-
rial Minate with reference to the late Rev. Peter Keay, submitted the following,
which was adopted, viz:—

« Since we last met as a Synod, one who was then in the midst of us, has,in
the mysterious Providence of God, beer removed from the service of the Church
on earth, to enter, as we trust, into a state of everlasting happiness in heaven.
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The Rev. Peter Keay has been a minister within the bounds of this Synod for
nearly twenty years. In the several places in which he has laboured,
he has, by his zeal and diligence, and unwearied exertions, gained, in a
more than ordinary measure, the affuction of the people committed to his
care; and the grief which was so strikingly showh wk + he was suddenly
and unexpectedly removed from them, proved most nvincingly to all,
the high esteem in which he was held. Mr. Keay was a ripe scholar, a
sound theologian, an earnest preacher, and, by his Christian work and con-
versation, he adorned the Gospel which it was his delight to set forth to the
peogle to whom he ministered. For some years past he discharged the duties
of Clerk of this Synod, and, by his careful attention to business, his accuracy,
and invariable courtesy, he deserved and obiained the highest approbation.
The Church at large mourns the removal of a laborious and faithful
minister ; this Synod deeply regret being deprived of his services; the
congregation to which he ministered deeply grieve for the loss of one who
watched so earnestly for their souls; and his widow and children wce{) that a
kind husband and an aTectionate father has been taken from them. With the
warmest sympathy for his flock and bereaved family, the Synod would now
record their high respect for the memory of one, who, while he lived and tovk
his place amongst them, was so highly esteemed and honoured.”

Overture from the Presbytery of P. E. Island.

The following Overture from P E. Island Presbytery was sent up by the
Committee on Bills and Overtures, and read :—

“The Presbytery of P. E. Island hereby make overture to the Rev. the
Synod of our Church now assembled, that, in case of any Presbytery becoming
defanct, through failure of some appointed meetings, owing to the inclemency of
the weather or otherwise, it shall be competent for the Presbyterial Moderator
and Clerk to resusitate said Presbytery by appointing another day of meeting,
and duly notitying every member of said %bytery within the bounds to
attend,—said notices to be given by the post or otherwise, at least ten days before
the time appointed for resuscitation of the Presbytery.

On motion of Mr. Melville, seconded by Rev. ? Campbell, it was agreed
that the prayer of the overture be granted.

THE REPORT OF THE FOREICN MISSION BOARD.

The Rev. Alex. McLean, Convener, gave in the following Report on the
Foreign Mission :—

Your Committes have to report, that while with thankfulness they would record
the goodness of God in preserving, Juring the past year, the valuable lives of sour
missionaries, they regret to state that the communications from one part of the mis
sion field have been of a nature 10 create a considerable degree of anxiety. Oar
mission on the large island of Santo has met with discouraging difficulties, which, for
the present, render the prospect there very dark and uncertain. The health ot your
missionary and his family appeared, from the first, to suffer from the peculiarity of the
climate, and as time passed, 1nstead of any improvement in that respect, the injurions
effect became more decided. The health of Mrs. Goodwill at Iast seemed so mach in
dangrer, that, in order to any hope of recovery, it became necessary to part with
her husband and child, and nngena.ke the long and tedious voyage to Australia. This
painfal parting, in the gloom of which very faint, if indeed any hopes of a re-uvion
could mingle, was to both the beginning of an ordeal so trying to human patience and
strength, that the arms of Almighty power alone counld bear them through it. Well
might that devoted woman, weak and wasted with painfal and lingening sickness,
sadly exclaim, as, with her helpless infant in her arms, she left all dear to her behind,
¢ this is agony.” For many months this separation must of necessity last. Suffering
it body, alone among strangers, absent from her family, and whether they were living
or dead it was impossible for her to know. But through all these dark davs of pain
and suspensc, she was nobli sustained. There is no repining, no fretful weakness,
oor, whea the hour was darkest, did she regret the step by whick she was devoted to
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mission work and its trials. In one of her letters she says: *“ We really have a sad and
trying time of it, but why need we despair? God is ever our very present help in
every time of need. Oh! that we were more reconciled to His holy will; and could
we exercisc more patience and faith, we would, no doubt, be more usefal.” Ia the
case of this patient sufferer, there is held up to us a clear and striking instance of
what the irrace of God is able to accomplish. After all the’ pizvious sufferings in
Santo, and after being obliged to leave it the second time to seek medical aid, we find
her, in April last, willingly retarning to meet the same trials. Her hasband, in his
last letter, writes: ““1 have just been consuliing Mrs. Goodwill about going back to
remain in Santo. Her answer was, * Well, dear, we will all #o and die there, if it he
God’s will. God isequally present in all places. If it is His will, the sooner He
takes us from this wor‘)'d the \l:ezuer. Home is always sweet.””” Your Committee are
pained to le oblised to state that the climate of Santo seems to bave provad as malig-
nant in Mr. Goodwill’s own case, as in that of his wife During her dreary absence,
he lay in Janto a suffering invalic ; and what these gloomy months must have been—
what the nuture of the trial, made ap of suffering and crushing anxiety and suspense—
itis difficalt for us fully to realize. To both it must have been a protracted agony, a
slow ana continued martyrdom.

On receiving intelligence that yoar missionary was obliged to return to Axastralia
in October last, for the sake of his own and the health of his family, your Committee,
in reply to his request for directions, enjoined the Secre to write, conveying to
him their dvep sympathy in his trials, and their approval of his retiring from the mis-
sion field, if, in the circumstances, he decmed it advisable 1o do so.. In a note, how-
ever, from Sydney, doted April last, information- has been reccived from your mission-
arr, that he was then about to leave, with the intention of returning to bis laboars on
the Island of Santo. , Whether this step was prudent or otherwise, your Committee
would not presume to decide. The fact was certainly unexpected, and, from the
record of furmer experience, it is not easy to see that duty required so great a sacrifice.
Your mis:ionary, in several of his letters, for the last year, expressed rather a strong
desire that. in the event of finally abandoning his present field, his services might be
transferred to another mission field, which at present appears to attract the special
attention of the Churches. The field referred to is the ruge and populous Island of
Japan. To this your Committee could only reply, that his wishes in the matter would
be submirted to the Synod.

Tn reference to the labours of your other missionary, Mr. Robertson, on the Island
of Erromanga, your Committee regret to rcport that, since the last meeting of Synod,
no communication has reached them from that interesting ficld ; but, from the known
zeal and the experience of your missionary, acquired by a former residence of some
years amony the natives, your Committee hope, ere long, to hear that a good work
is progressing there, which, with God’s blessing, will result in making that Island as
prominently the abode of peaee and love, as in the past it was disunguished as the
strongzhold of darkuess and eruelty.

Yoar Committee, in submitting their report, regret that the few tacts in their pos-
session are not of a more encouraging nature. But, while it wonld be indeed a matter
of rejoicinz to tell of success and of the triumphs of the Cross in the dark islands of
the South Sens, and while, instead of this, it is & record of suffering and disappoint-
ment they have to present,—yet, from all this there is not, they would humbly sub-
mit, to be inferred a reason to abate dur confidence in the Foreign Mission, nor to
lead one contributor to its fands to repent of his liberality. Nay, should it, for man
vears to come, be the painful duty of your Committes to report as now is done, it
should nct create a doubt in the course to be pursued, nor in certainty of ultimate
success. A: a Church, we cannot, and God forbid that ever we should for one hour
entertain the thought of abating our interest in Foreign Missions. TUnable, as thus far
we have been, to redice in assured , we should not therefc lude that no
valuable service has been rendered. If the labours of your missionaries have done
somethin;: to prepare the way for other labourers who may come after them—if the
work on Santo bas removed prejudices and rendered few or many less unwilling to
reccive instruction,—then were your missionary’s services there now at an end,it would
be wrong to assume his mission a failare ; and if, in addition to that, we may hope
that the sced of God’s saving truth has been sown in a few, even in one immortal soul,
~nd that the name of Jesus been imprinted on one heart,—and we may and will
<herish sich hope,—then these labours havc been crowned with success, not yet, indeed,
visible to the eyes of men, but seen of God, and a cause of joy in heaven. We feel
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interested in our Foreign Mission, and we long to hear of its success, and therefore
we are ready to be impatient and see discouragements in the delay; but there is
another unspeakably more interested in this mission than we can be. Our puor
fellow-sinners in the dark Islands are not excluded from the class Jesus came to save,
and for whom He died; and over every degraded form, in the lowest dens of vice and
misery, thatis found raising his eyes to the Cross, and pleading for mercy, He rejoiceth ;
for then He beholds the travail of Ilis soul. When entering on this work, we knew
that success must wholly depend on the goud pleasure of Hig will, and there we must
still be content to leave the result. In obedience to His own command, we resolved
on entering this mission ; but it was as servants we did so, recognizing our duty to
obey and labour, but not to dictate to Him, nor to assign the terms which we should
regard as the just recompense of our efforts. We are ever lisble to fall into this error.
As servants, we are responsible ounly for the means we use, and the spirit and the energy
with which we use them. The result is not ours. Obedience will secure the reward pro-
mised, and the blessing will be ours, whether the result in the mission field be glonous
triumphs or apparent failure. Bat, in this case, failure can only be a delay, in secing
the fruits for which we have laboured. Ultimate success is as certain as our confidence
in the truth of the promise given by our Lord, when He enjoined missionary effort,
and therefore are we sure that we shall reap if we faint not. *‘ He that believeth shall
not make haste.”” Bclieving, we can be Emtiem and wait, assured that the arm of the
Lord shall be revealed, and that we shall in the end sce lHis salvation. We were
behind other Churches in engaging in this work, and we have their experience to sos-
tain our confidence. In many cases, the result was discouraging,—for a time, long and
trying indecd to the patience of the frail agents,—but that result never proved a failure.
For twelve dark and lonely years, the first missionarics of the London Society laboured
in the South Seas, s0 entirely, as they thought, in vain, that thcse devoted men, in
despair, resolved 10 abandon the field, and did so. Two of their number, however,
being obliged to rcturn on some husiness, were gladdened to see what proved their
conclusion to be wrong. They heard the voice of prayer ané the earnest pleading for
mercy. The despouding misionarics returned to find the showers descending, and
the desert becoming a fruitfal ficld. For many years the efforts of the Apostolic
Moffat, in Africa, resulted in apparently exciting the hatred of those for whom he
endured every hardship. They scoffed at his teaching, returned his kinduess with the
basest ingratitude, and again and again plotted his death. He, too, began to despond.
Bat when about to abandon the mission, and during a temporary abscnce, the power
was revealed for which he so earnestly and so long prayed, but, as he feared, in vain,
and on his return he found that a glorious work was bcgun,—was indeed accomplished.
Auxious and weeping souls crowded the sanctuary, and the scoffing was changed to
the earnest cry, “ What shall we do to be saved ¥ The venerable iloﬁ':u still lives to
proclaim the faithfuluess of the God of missions. The history of the world is, in a
great measure, a record of disappointed hopes and schemes wkich failed, hut never, in
the history of man, did there fail of reward, the efforts to raisc the fallen and save the
perishiog.  To labour for this object is to be fellow-workers with God, and secures for
its reward a joint-heirship with God’s beloved Son.  To know this i surcly enovyh,
and more than sufficicat, to meet and dispel every discouragement. Your Commitiee
would confidently hope that the painful intelligence from our missicn ficld, instcad of
leading to despondency, may serve tQ stir up to more earnest efforts and more carncst

prayer.

{g we regret the expenditure for which some may say we have had no return?
God forbid. What have we expended ? A few mites of the abundance placed by
God in our hands, and all of which belongs to Him. At the hour of death, we mayv
rqi-mt things for which time and money were spent, but what we zave for mission work
will not be of «ue number of these. Bat, can we say that we have had no return?  Is it
nothing that the stigma has been removed which rested upon us, as a missionarsless
Church ? Is it nothing that we can speak of our missionary and of the trials he has en-
dured? And, when we caanot speak of and rejoice in the tnumphs of sacec<s. is it nothing
to speak of efforts made and means expended in obedience to the command of Christ
Aund while we lament that these efforts have not been crowned with the results we
fondly hoped for, would we exchange thesc resylts for the position we occupied when
we expended nothing, and risked nothing, in the mission field? The Church which
can say “ we arc not interested in missicn work, we invest nothing there, and we have
no risk,” makes a painfal admission. That admission means ingratitade, disobedience,
a selfish and worldly spirit, and it erects s barrier between the Church and Christ. The
Foreign Mission is not of man—Christ Himself established that mission. It was His
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last work, ere He ascended to the Father. To doubt its success is to believe that an
ordinance of Heaven may be rendered void. It is already a glorious success. From
every part of the known world, tidings reach us of its triumphs. It has shown
results in elevating degraded nations, in repressing crime, relieving misery, checking
bloodshed and war. and in extending the blessings of civilization, freedom and commerce,
and all that tend 1o enrich and promote the happiness of fallen mankind, compared
to which all the lcgislaticu of combined Senates sink into insignificance. hat
mightiest armies would in vain undertake, the frail missionary of the Cross has
successfolly accomplished. In no other portion of the history of the Church does
the arm of the Lord appear so visibly and in such power, as in the labours and
triumphs and sufferings of the mission field ; and in no other position have the endur-
ance, the self-denial and the heroism of man displayed more of what is truly great
and deserving of admiration. In the very front of that glorious galaxy of the great
and distinguished, whose noble decds have endeared them to the world, and secured
to their names imperishable renown and love, will ever appear the forms of Living-
stone and Moffat, and Daff, and Williams, and Geddie ; and of such men, devoted,
patiently persevering, and bravely enduring even to death, the Forcizn Mission can
number its thousands. We need feel no desponding anxiety. Our Master rules over
all; and the success of this mis. .on is determined, and no hostile power, nor any serics
of apparent failores, shall defeat His purpose. That purpose is expressed in the words
of the prophet, ““ Iwill make thee an eternal excellency, the joy of many generations.”

We have read with sadness of the sufferings and trials of our missionaries in
Santo, and we are pained to see a cloud resting on the hopes of that mission. Much
of the same may canse us sorrow in coming vears. This may be, hut sarely vour
Committee may conﬁdentlg say, it muay not be, it never shall be, that this Church will
retrace her steps, or relax her efforts in the mission field.

While giving expression to the confidence which is contained in the last paragra?h
just read, and with which your Committee viewed the future, notwithstanding the
sadness arising from the record of the past year, a commanication was placed in the
hands of the Convener, which, like the streak of light in the castern sky, was felt, by
your Committee, as sent by the God of missions to cheer their almost desponding

earts, with the assorance that the darkness of the night was aboat to end in the
dawn of the morning of light and hope. The case referred to is an application from

a young lady of Halifax to this Syned, asking if they will accept her services in the
mission field. It is as follows : —

To Rﬂr.d A. Mclean, Conrener of Foreiqn Mission of the Synod of the Church of Svot-
land :

REev. AND DEAR S1r,—* I horehy make application to he received as one of the

Forcign Missionaries of the Charch.” Being a member of St. Manhew’s Congrega-

tion, and Rev. Mr. Grant being fuily acquainted with my views, I would refer you to
him for full information. PuiLippiNa Jouns.”.

This application is from one who now occapies, in thiscommunity, 2 high position
as one of the most accomplished teachers, and in receipt, at present, of a large salary
Animated with love to Him who redeemed her by His death, and desirous to proclaim
His love to her fellow-sinners, she is willing. nay, more than willing, to forsake the
many dear friends and many comforts of her home in Halifax, to take her part in the
privations, hardships and dangers of the mission field. Her words to the Convener
were, *“1 hope you will not refuse me. I am willing to go anywhere.” Your Com-
mittee feel, and this Synod, they think, must feel, that the fact they have thas to com-
mubpicate is a rich return for ali their eflorts, and more than sufficient to dispel evers
desponding thonght. It is a proof that our gracions Master has nat foryotten, but
will assurcdiy bless and make oar fechlc efforts conduce to the glory of His name and
the fartherance of His cause.  Tlis application, coming, as it did, so unexpectediy,
and in a very dark hour, should silence and rebake every sinful donbt of the uitimate
success of every Foreign Mission Scheme. Your Committee fecl, that, in the self-
sacrifice implicd in this noble offer, joined to the devoted willingness of Mrs. Goodwill
to return to Santo, and there lay down her life, if God should will it so, therc is
exhibited the power and glory of a Saviour's love, which, but for the feeble efforts of
this Charch in the Foreign Mission field, they would not be privilegred ever to witness.
Assuredly we may well say, “ Let us thank God and take conrage.”” let us pursne
the path of ohedience, let us guard against the reasoning of our own wisdom n _the
matter, and in the days to come we shall sec still stronger proofs and more gloricus
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manifestations of the mighty arm of our Lord, by which labourers will be raised up
to do His work, and every difficuly in their path removed. While the offer of service
now before this Synod is most haumble and devoted in its terms, leaving it to the
Synod to decide where and among which of the perishing she shall be employed,
vour Committee have no difficulty in recommending the mission in India as the most
suitable field, and the one in which, by the blessing of God, tLe labocrs of the female
missionary afford the surest hopes of success.

Your Committee, in conclusion, must express their regret that the Treasurer’s
Report reveals a very serious falling off in the contributions for this mission. Some
Congregations have contributed less than half of the former year, and in one Pres-
bytery two Congregations who formerly supgorted this mission with some degree of
liberality, have disappeared altogether from the list of contribators. This is discour-
aging ; it shows a forgetfulness of the last command of our Lord, and it indicates a
want of respect for the injunctions of this venerable Court.

Respectfally sabmijcted,
A. MacLeay, Convener.

Having read the Report, the Convener made the gratifying announcement
that the Rev. J. F. Campbell. so well and favourably known throughout the
Church, was willing to place his services at the disposal of the Foreign Mission
Board. He then tendered his resignation as Convener.

After much deliberation, it was moved by the Rev. J. Campbell, seconded
by the Rev. P. Melville, and resolved, that the Synod, having heard the report
cf the Committee on Foreign Missions, adopt. the same, thank the Committee,
and especially the Convener, for the zeal and fidelity with which they have
a&t‘endl;u:i to the important duties connected with this interesting scheme of our

ure

The Synod iearns with deep sorrow of the severe trial through which their
missionaries, Mr. and Mrs. Goodwill, have passed on the island of Santo, during
the past year, but express their deep thankfulness to the God of missions for
preserving the lives of His servants amid so many and so imminent dangers.

In view of the record of Mr. Goodwill’s experience on the island of Santo,
and of the state of his health, and that of Mrs. Goodwill and their family, arising
trom the unhealthiness of the island, it would seem to this Synod that Mr. Goed-
will’s plain duty is, either to return to his native land, where, should his health,
as is hoped and prayed for, be rustored, there is a wide field for his time and
talents 1n the Lord’s vinci{;lrd, or to allow himself to be transferred to Erromanga
to co-operate with Mr. Robertson, or to such other island in the group as may
be deemed advisable by the New Hebrides Mission Synod.

The Synod cegrets extremely that no communication has been received from
Mr. Robertson from Erromania for over a year, atd request the Secretary to
write, asking Mr. Robertson henceforth to report as frequently and as fully as
possible as to his work and his mode of conducting it. In the meantime, the
Synod feel assured that Mr. Robertson is fulfilling I:ge expectation of the Church
in sending him to that interesting field.

The Synod hail with deepest gratitude to God the intelligence communicated
by the Committee in reference to the application of Miss Johns to be sent under
their auspices to any part of the mission field, and, further, sustain the Commit-
tee’s recommendation that she be sent to the Zenana Mission of the Church of
Scotland in India. Therefore Resolved, further, that the following be the Com-
mittee for the ensuing year, viz.: Revds. A. McLean, Convener, W. McMillan,
Secrelav%, George Coull, A. W. Herdman, J. Anderson, R. McCunn,J. W.
Fraser, T. Duncau, J. M. Brooke, I). D., and Dr. Waddell, Senator Holmes,
James Thompson, and P. Gregor, Esqrs., and J. J. Bremner, Eeq., Treasurer.

The Rev. Geo. Coull was appointed to conduct devotional exercises to-mor-
row morning, and, after praise and prayer, the Synod adjourned to meet to-
morrow at 11 o'clock, a. m. '
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FIFTH DIET.

The Synod met according to adjournment, and, after devotional exercises
conducted by the Rev. G. Coull, was constituted with prayer by the Moderator.

The Roll was called, and the Minutes of yesterday's sederunts were read
and sustained.

Consideration of the Foreign Mission was resumed, and occtjpied the greater
part of the sederunt, during which, with reference to Rev.J. F. Campbell's
proposal, it was resolved to remit the matter to the Foreign Mission Committee
for earnest and prayerful consideration, and to report at the adjourned meeting

of Synod appointed to be held in New Glasgow, on the third Wednesday of
October.

The Rev. J. McMillan was appointed to conduct devotional exercises on
Monday morning, and, after praise and prayer, the Synod adjourned to meet on
Monday, at 11 A. M.

SIXTH DIET.

The Synod met according to adjournment, and, after devotional exercises
icjmducted by the Rev. G. M. Grant, was constituted with prayer by the
oderator.

The Roll was called, and the Minutes of Saturday’s sederunt read and
sustained.

The Rev. Dr. Jeffers, of the United States, being present, was cordially
welcomed and invited to sit and deliberate.

SABBATH SCHOOL REPORT.

The Report on Sabbath Schools was called for, and given in by the Rev
Thomas Duncan, Convener, who, at the same time, resigned his counection with
the Committce. The Report is as follows :—

Your Committee beg to report that, in accordance with their instructions, they met
and conferred with the Sabbath School Committee of the Sister Church; and that,
the Joint Committee thus formed, published a Scheme of Lessons for the year, on
the basis of the International Series, and also arranged for the publication, in 1oth
Recuids, of Notes on the Lessons, for the use of Teachers. Your Committee are
gratified to learn, by the replies to their enquiries, that the Schemes have heen very
generally adopted by the Sabbath Schools of the Synod. As some difficalty has been
experienced in getting the notes prepared in time for publication, anda., excellent notes
are published in prominent Sabbath School periodicals, such as the “ Sabbath School
World,” * Sabbath School Times”” &c., it is respectfully suggested that these be re-
commended iustead.

The Joint Committee also took into consideration the present state of Sabbath
School Libraries, and, although no special instructions on the subject had been receiv-
ed, yet, as they deemed a large part of what is commonly known as Sabbath School
Literature to be unworthy of that title, it was resolved that a selection should be made
of such works as should appear to be suitable, and a list published, with notice of
where they might be obtained. Notice was given in the February No. of the Record,
that they might be obtained from Rev. A. §icBean, Book & Tract Depository, 133
Granville S, Halifax.

Your Committee regret that, through a mistake, "their Schedules were issued so

late that they are unable to present the full statistics shey could have desired. The
answers received have been tabulated as follows :—



30
TABLE OF STATISLICS.
Containing Statistics received up to August 1.
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t Including amount raised by Juvenile Missionary Assoclation, &ec.
1 This School has had a separate organization for only a few wecks.
§ Including amount raised by S. S. Concert for school expenses.

i Education of Orphan Girl in India.

Your Committee acknowledge, with much gratification, the valuable assistance
rendered to Sabbath Schools by Associations and Conventions of Teachers, and pray
that He who accepts and blesses every labour of love, may grant them abundant
success.

The Committee cannot close their Report without expressing their thanks to those
brethren who have so kindly, and, as the events have proved, so satisfactorily, assisted
them in their preparation, both of the Scheme of Lessons and of the Notes thereon.

AN which is respectfully submitted.

Tnos. Duxcan, Convener.

Rev. J. Campbell asked to be relieved from further service on the
Committee.

On motion of Rev. J. Campbel’, seconded by Mr. Herdman, it was resolved,
to receive and adopt the Report, and decree in terms of its recommendations,
except that anent discontinuation of the Notes in the Record, that the Commit-
tee, and especially the Convener, be thauked for what they have done, and a
point Revds. R. McCunn, A. W. Herdman, P. Melville, W, Stewart, and D.
A. Fraser, and M. M. Lindsay, Esq., a Saobath School Committee for the
ensuing year.

Rev. P. Melville gave in the Report of the Committee on
Presbytery Rccords,

which was received and approved of, and the Records ordered to be attested in
terms therecf, which was accordingly done.

Commissions.

Resolved,—That members of Synod visitir(:s Canada, the United States, or
Scotland, at the time of their meetings of Synod or General Assemblies in said
countries, be commissioned as delegates from this Synod.
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Committee to revise Minutes.
Agreed to appoint Revds. J. McMillan and R. McCunn a Committee to
revise the Minutes of Synod for publication.
Days of Collection for Symodical Schemes.

Resolved,—That the days for making the collections for the Syﬂodical
Schemes be the same as last year, viz:—

Young Men’s Bursary Scheme on the last Sabbath of July.

Foreign Mission Scheme s “ b October.
Home Mission Scheme “ “ o January.
Synod Fund “ “ “ April.

Resolved —To enjoin the Convener of the Synod Fund not to pay travelling
expenses to any member of Synod until the last sederant of the Scssion.

VYote of Thanks.

On motion of Mr. Herdman, seconded by Dr. Brooke, it was unanimously
resolved, that the thanks ot the Synod be.given to the Ministers and fawilies ot
of their corgregations in the city, for the kind and hospitable manner in
which they have entertained the members of Synod ; also to those Railway and
Steamboat Companies who have so kindly granted complimentary terms of fare
to members going to and returning from Synod ; and ‘also to the Young Men's
Christian Association and the British American Tract Depository for the
privileges extended by them.

The business being concluded, the Moderator, in the name of the Lord
dJesus Christ, the great King and Head of the Church, adjourned the Synod,
and appointed the next meeting to be held in St. Andrew’s Churca, New Glas-
gow, on Wednesday, the 21st day of October next, at 10 o'clock, a. m.

Closed with praise and the benediction.

W. McMILLAN, SyNop CLERH.



ANNUAL ACCOUNTS.

Foreign Mission Fand fn account with James J. Bremner, Treasurer.
1873, Da.

July 7. Tocash paid Rev. H. A. Robertson’s order favor Rev. P. G. McGregor
L0 R, oottt ereeas $ 175 20
Oct. 3. For sight Bllla on Loundon, p. £139 3s., at 9& p. o, viz.:
Remitted to John B. Leis immn, London to be
sent to Rev. Dr. R. Steel, Sydney, N. 5. W,
-—For Rev. John Goodwill.............ccco...... £100

Stamps at Sydney for former Temittances......

Dec. 16. For Bank N. Scotia at sight on Williams, Dea-

con & Co., London, in favor of J. B. Leish-

man, Londonp £322158. 5., atg., at 9§ 1;

¢., to be by him remitted to Rev. Dr. Steel

Siiydney, N. 8. W., being for acct. of as fol-

OWS ¢
Rev. John Goodwill, acct. Salary.................. 100 0 0
Rev. H. A. Kobertson, 9 mos. do. from April 1,

1874, to Jan. 1, 18M5.......ococvvnveiiriiiriannnnns 11210 O
Contribution from St. Andrew’s Ch. . School

Halifax, for support of native eatechnt

under Mr. Robertson, $50.00..................... 10 55

£222 15 5 1084 16
18'?2' Poatage on letters to Dr. Steel, Sydney......... e, 32

Jan. 12, Bank of Nova Scotia for Bill on London at 3 d. s., fav.
Dr.Steel, Sydney, N. 8. W., forl years salary due
him to 31st Dec., 1873, £2086 93P, C..oooovererenerers 97 10
13. Paud poatage on letter for Dr. Stee Sydney, with enclo- ©
June 26. G. P Mltchell Treasurer Home Mission Fund, amt.
received in error from Rev, Mr. Neish, Gth I\ov
1873, viz. :
Little River, Musaquodoboit...............c.o.oooerenininl
S. School House..........ceumiiinnieiirnienieiaeeeenearenennne 300

June 30, To balgnCe...........ccocviiiiiiiriiiiteiie i ee e e 3007 26

1873. Cs.

June 30. By balance...............ccovvvriiiinrieireimuiisins ot criieiiaiiieae o eeene .-
Additional collection from Belfa.st P.E 1.
Collection St. Ste{)hen 8y N Booooos i 7
St. Columbia Ch., St. Peter's Road, per. A. Robertson 26 41
July 30, River John, per Rev. Robert McCann..., 10 50
Sept. 2, Mt Dalhousxe 8. School, for support of “Da.y-. 348
BPTIDE." ..o iiieiiiiitiae e ttie s e e e
Pictou Island, per Rev. Mr. Herdman. ............. 8 24

Less chequeand postage..................... 0

167
At Nashwaak and Stanley, per Rev. Mr. Fogo... e, 200
At Fredericton, N. B., per Rev. Dr. Brooke.............. e 2000

g2
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Nov. 28, To coMection Brackley Point Road, P. E. L., per Rev. J. Moffatt........ 817 00
Per Rev, D. Neish:
Little River, Mulquodoboxt ............... 300
S. School House, ¢ ... 3 00
—_— 6 00
Dalhousie, per Rev. Jas. Murray.............ococeeernvvennenns 23 00
Pugwash, per Rev. J. M. Snt.herland . 1280
Salt Springs x- W. NcDonald........... .. 3000
Woodstock, N. B......o.o... coeeeeen .. 1400
St. Ma’nhew s C}mrch Halifax............ .. 23s 6l
D. Corbett, Boulardarie.... ... ... ... 2 00
Greenock Chumh St. Andrew’s................. . 8 00
St. Andrew’s Church Halifax.......coc.ceveeeene. . .. 3100
MoLellan'’s Mountam, per Rev. Rev. W. Stewart........... 16 11
Donation fx}‘gm John Cummings, Cumming’s Mountain, East River
BOLOM ..o iviiiiiiirereiii e cert et e e

June 8.
11,

Collection, West Branch Congregation, per D. Gray, Hopewell
By Ladies at Westmillo oo per 2 o $35 &
Albion Mines

Roger’s Hill..
Cape John

Congregation Duhdee, Ontario, per Rev. Donld Rou 25 00
A New Yeﬁrs Thank Offering from St. John’s Nfid., per Rev. D.

acrae :
£20 stg. Billat sight on Union Bank, London,at 94 p. o. 97 33
Collection in St. James’ Church, I\ewcastle, per Rev. Jas.

And 108 00
St. Andrew’s Church, Chatham, per Rev. W. M. Wilson.
8t. Luke’s Church, Bathurst per Rev. P. Galbraith........ 939
St. Andrew’s Church, FPICEOU.ovorevrenreennene 830 65
Barney’s River Church.......... .. 650 5715
Collection St. Andrew’s S. School, Halifax, to be sent to Rev.
H. A. Robertson, for support of a Catechist.............. 50 00
In Cunpbellton District viz ;
ampbellton ..................... 817 47
I"lat Lands... .. 1103
Kempt Road. 547
Forks of Metapedia. 12 00
From a Friend.. 4 00
T. Connors....... 10
R. Christopher..................... ereeens 200
— 5297
by the late John McLeod, per his widow...ocoeouii o 20 00
Co ection at Musquodoboit ~South School House. .. $3 50
ittle River....... ............c... .. 250
AR ... e 2
— 800
Tabusintas and Burnt Church... .................... eeeeenn 9 09
St. John’s Church, Belfast, P. E. I e 156 O1
Richmond ........ covciiiiiiiieiiiiieie el .. 8§12 25
North West Arm..........cocooiniiiiiiiiiieniinnnnns 2 20
Goodwood ............ et . 255
— 17 60
At Truro......oocoovireiieeeeiciiieneennnins ORI e rsnannaen 22 00
Do. for Mission Vessel . 7%
Donation from- Rev. John Moffatt,®t. Peter’s Road, P. E. I...... 5 00
Addititional collection at Truro................cc.ooeeviveeeeiinniiiiiins 7 00
Collection per Rev. J. MoColl, viz:
est Brmch River JOBD.......eroeeeeeeeeenen. 811 11

1772
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June 13. To Collect\on St. Andrew’s Church, St. John, N. B......coooooei, 2100 00
Georgetown, P. E. L., per Rev. P. Melville........ . 25 00
15. ¢ St Paul's Church Eust Branch, East River.... . .. ... 30 00
17. ¢ St. James’ Churcb, Charlottetown, PEIL....... 84 00
26, " b:l; North West Arm Church, per Rev. J. F. Caup-
vig :
" Juvenile Missionary Society 816 37
Sewing Circle...... .......... . 918
Sabbath School Collection 145
— 30 00
30. Interest on DePositsi.....c.coooeiiiiviies tveiiiiriiiii e e e 118 96
b047 72
June 20. By Balance.......coocoeeeiieniiiiiiiiiiiiiiienie crnieeceeaans eeraren e 23007 26
MEMORANDUM.
Of above bilance, the following is for Mission Vessel :
In above account received this year..................ccccoeeeeeen. 810 73
Included in former accounts ....... .. 88 07
Total for Mission Vessel....... . ....................... .——8 9880
Of above, this amount received from St. Andrew’s Church S. School,
alifax, to be sent to Rev. H. A. Robertson, for support of a native
CALECHISE ... ...t e e
Of above, the following is due Rev. J. Goodwill, viz. :
Balance of salary to 1st Dec. 1574 ....£250 0 0
Interest at 4 p. c. to date salary pay advance from
1st Dec. 1872 . 2300
Due Rev. J. Goodwill, 30th June, stg. £273 0 0 1323 60 1477 40
~ Actual balance of F. M. Funds................c..eceeiieiieieni, 81529 &6
Mr. Goodwill’s salary being paid to 1st Dec., 1874, and Mr. Robertson’s to Ist Jan., 73,
ASSETS.
In Bunk of N. 8. o0 deposit........cuvueeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e eeriee e 81100 00
In Saving™s BAnk........ooiiiiniiniiiniiiii 1421 68
At mterest at 6 p. 00
‘TP .. 250 00
Cash inhand................. e reeeeear e b L et aeteaaae e eaaeaaeaaaaaeetaeaaereerranrestraa . 3558
$3007 26
E R. JAS. J. BREMNER, Treasurer.

Halifaz, N. 8., SUth June, 1874.

The Ministers’ Widows' and Orphans’ Fund, in account with W. €. Mcnzies,

Treasurer.

1873. Dr.

June 12. To Balance from last year. ........... .. ...cccceiiieiiiiniiiiiinieenns e S1744 26
30. Subscnptmns a.cknovsledged July Ri:coun LLS2T )

Aug. 27. Sept. . 47750
Sept. 30. ¢ “ Oct.
Oct. 3L “ “ Nov,
Dec. 2, o v Dec.

1874.
Feb, 21 ¢ ¢ March
April 3. ‘“ o April

ay 4. e o May
June 2. bt " June

16,  Truro Subscriptions—2 Blyments .

scount.
sietou o 2 payments.............. ovanes 30 00
Biwount ............... ereeees 03

2997
—— — 1304 01
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Feb. 2. Dividend, 11 Shares Bank Nova Scotia.................. e 83 00
Junel15,  Interest................el i . 2581
— 1n3si
#3662 08
1873, ca. *
Aug. 27. By 8 Shares Bank ot Nova Scotia, at 121 and interest from
B0th JUBE.....oieviiiieeieieecie e s s . 319.)7 53
28. 2 Sha.res B&nk of Nova Scotia, at 1213 nett. 486 00
Sel)st%}& 1 ‘121 and interest......... 243 57
Feb.12. 1 * & “ “ 134 and brokerage....... 269 34
- 2958 44
Barnes’ account for printing.. 100
June 16, By Balance............ooooooiviiiiiiiiiis i e e . 702 64
$3062 08
16. To Balance.........coocevivicerinnneen. . e eeneesenan e 3:702 64

N. B.—Since the above account was closed, four more shares of the Bank of Nova
Scotia have been bought at 143 and brokerage, at which rate the above 12 shares would
he worth $3432.

'SUMMARY FROM FOUNDATION OF THE SCHEME.
Money Subecribed and Paid.

St. Matthew’s, Hahfax 82115 66
St. Andrew’s,
TIUTO. ... ceoeeriieeeeieeeeiiraeaanecrn e e e e e e . 707
Picton .. . ... 457 68
St. John, N. B.............. ... 500 00
St. Peter’s Roa.d PoE Lo e s et 306 TH
3516 34
Dividend on Bank Shares............ ..c.ccc. oo ooviviiiiieenirnienens 8 83 00
BOTETESt ..oceeriiiiriiiiin it ettt e e 70 24 158 24
3674 58
Less Printing........cccoiivmiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiineiinieiii s e e a e 13 50
Invested 12 Shares Baunk of Nova Scotia.........c.cccovvveeerneeen £2958 44 3661 08
Due by TreaSUrer.......covviiiniiiieeneeieeieeieeeeeeearniii e eeeeneees 702 84 3661 08
E.E. W. C. MENZIES T'reasurer.

The Young Men's Bursary Fand ia account with W. €. Menzies, Treasarer.

1873, Dg.
June 15.—To balance from last B O ST OPPRPPRN $ 727 53
Church door collections :—
Halifax—8t. Matthew’s, Halifax................................ $7345
St. Andrew’s e . 213
Richmond, Gocowood & N. W, Arm. .. 1800
TEUFO.cieeneecetiieiiie e e e e 13 00
St. John’s, Nfid..................... feeerereranieneeas 12 00
142 58
Pictou — St. Amlrews, chtou .................................. $ 29 48
River John... 443
Hopewell...... 13 00
Saltsp: rings. ............ 16 40
McLellan’s Mocntain........ 11 93
Roger’s Hxn and Cape John. .. 1752
Pugwash..........c.ocooevnnnnnn... .. 1067
Albion Mines and Westville..........ccc........... 12 68
West Branch Tatamagouche Falls and Earl-
BOWIeiiiies weeiniriniiiiiniiiirecescee e e abeaee e 14




P. E. 1. —Charlottetown

Belfast—(2 collections).
Georgetown..., .. .

259 04
St. John, N. B.—St. Andrew’s .............cc.covnn.
Nashwaak & Stanley. .
Woodstock & \'orthampton
St. John, (St. Andrew’s)............ ......
74 37
Restigouche—Cnmpbellton, Kempt Road & Flat Lands..$ 35 00
Dalhousie. .... .. ... .iciiiies ceeiieeeeens 12 50
47 50
Miramichi—Chatham ..
Newcastle, (2 collectlons) .
Black River & Red Bank... ..... ...t
67 00
Donation—Rev. J. Moffat, St. Peter’s, Road................ $ 500
Legacy—Late John McLeod, Mount Thom ....... .......... 20 w0 25 00
Loan repaid—Duncan & Grant, & interest, 3480.......... . 480

Returns by Bursars —D. McLeod...................ccceiiennon

D. K. Campbell ..

Rev. Mr. McQuarrle &,mterest 34

Interest to 15th June

1874
June 15.—Bursaries for year:—

George Murray...................

Duncan McKenzie ..
Geo. L. Gordon ... . ..
‘William Cruikshank .
John Chisholm....

Alex. McLeod
John McLean...

John Smith...... ... ... ..

Charges, remitting, &ec. .
By balance.......

..................................... 8 200 00

. 100 00

100 00

100 00

100 00

90 00

75 00

..................................... 60 00
— 8825 00
..................................... 557
...................................... 755 28
31585 (6

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.

WIDOW'S AND ORPHAN'S FUND.

Particulars of $75 per Rev. A. W. Herd-
man, Pictou, omitted last month:—

Miss Mary McLeod..... ...$50 00
homas Waters. ., vees 500
J. W. Gorden.... cees. D00
S. H. Holmes.............. 10 00
Allan A. Ferguson. ........ 500

875 "0

Received during July, St. Matthew’s,
alifax : —

William Sutherland, in full,$125 00

Sir Wm. Young-lut nnstal-

ment ot $100.... .... 33 34
Exr's A. Keith, do. $100... 33 34
Adam Burns, do. 100... 40 (0
. J. llrelnner, do. 100... 30 00
Rev G. M. Geant, de. 75... 26 00
Edw'd Lawson, do. 60... 20
——$306 68

St. Andrew’s, Hahfax -
John D:lwonh—Last instalment of
$12.00.. .84

00

3310 68
Halifax subscribers are respectfully noti-
fied that the last instalment of their sub-
scription became due on 1st July.
W. C. MExz1Es, Treas.
Halifazx, 4th Aug., 1874.

FOREIGN MISSION FUND.

One half amouat Col. at Missionary
Meeting, Halifax. (during Synod ) $16 90
Collection per Rev. A. F. Fogo, at
Nashwaak, $2, Stanley, 81.. ...
Donatior. from members of Revd. J.
Patterson’s Congregation, Hem-
mingford, Ontario....oovveuen.ne

25 €0
844 90
8. J. BREMNER, Treas
Halifax, 5th Aug, 1874.



