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Miracle at Markbam

HOW TWELVE CHURCHES BECAME ONE

BY REV.

CHARLES M.
SHELDON

Author of
“In His Steps"
““Malcom Kirke"

Paper, 30c., Clvoth. 50c.

O MAN in twenty y s hu B
@N exercised a mightier influ.
ence through his pen up
on Christian thought and
action than Charles M. Sheldon,
This story is now running in serial
form in The Ram's Horn, and hw
awakened wide and profound in.
terest. It may be called an * ecclesi.
astically revolutionary "' story, strik.
ing at sectarian differences and pre.
judices, and giving an illustration of
the splendid results where, as in
Markham, the “ twelve churches be.
come one.”

YESTERDAY FRAMED
"IN TO-DAY

A Story of the
Christ and How
To-day Received Him

By PANSY......
(Mrs. G. R. Alden.)

Cloth, 70 Cents.

The Cross Triumphant

g, FLORENCE M.
Y KINGSLEY & & s
Author of * Titus,” * Stephen” and *‘Paul.”

Paper HE extraordinary popularity of

“Titus,” which enjoyed a
60cts. sale of nearly a million

o copies within a year, made M.
Kingsley’s a household name in
all America, The new story is
well worthy of the excellent series

Cloth

$1.00

to which it forms a complement.

We Pay Postage.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, -

C. W, COATES, Montreal, P.Q.

‘Wesley Buildings, =

" TORONTO, ONT.

8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax, N.S.

AI.MA T"%,.:{gﬂlgo %« YOUNG

OLLEGE WOrEN
Address : Principal Warner, St. Thomas, Ontario

For Over Fifty Years
MRS. WINSLOW’S

SO0THING SYRUP

#as been used for children while teething. It soclhes
the child, softens the gums, pain, cures wind
collo, regulates the stomach and bowels, and is the best
remedy ;or diarrh@a, Twenty-five cents a bottie, Sold
by all druggists throughout the world,

DweLLers IN GoTHam
A Tale of Modern New York.
By ANNAN DALE ¢ ¢ CLOTH, $1.25

“‘ Dwellers in Gotham" is a novel after a manner in
some ways unique to fiction. It is not an attempt to
preach in the form of fiction, like many books which have
appeared in recent years, but it is a pu novel of
genuine literary value, 1t is bright, crisp, ingenions and
interesting. . . . Toevery man whose heart beats for
man and who enjoys good reading, the perusal of * I

lers in Gotham " will be a joy.—Brotherhood Advance,

WILLIAM BRICGCS, Wesley Buildings, TORONT0

In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised in this Magasine, you 1will oblipe the
Pubdlisher, aswell as the advertiser, by stating that you saw the advertisement in THE SUNDAY BCHOOL BANNER.
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LES M'KAY.

little children—
Body and soul gnd brain ?
Who bids for thejf little children—
Young and withput a stain ?
Will no one bid ?§ said England,
“ For their soulg so pure and white,
And fit for all gopd or evil,
The world on tHeir page may write ?”

“We bid,” said
' We bid for lif

Fever and pain
Their bright yo

Hest and Famine,
and limb;
1d squalor
1g eyes shall dim.
When the childref grow too many,
We’ll house thefh as our own,
And hide them infsecret places
Where none may hear their moan.”

“1 bid,” said Beggary, howling,
“I bid for themf one and all!
I'll teach them a fhousand lessons—
To lle, to skulk{ to crawl !
my lair, like maggots,
the fair sunshine;

old to pity,
low to slay.

“Prison and hulf and gallows,
Are many in th§ land,

'Twere folly not tq use them,
So proucly as they stand.

Give me thg little children—
I'll take them as they're born,

And feed thpir evil passions
With misqry and scorn.

“Give me tHe little childrem,
Ye good, rich, ye wise,
And let the pusy world spin round
While ye shut your idle eyes;
And your judges shall have work,
And your lgwyers wag the tongue,
And the gaol and policemen
Shall be fathers to the young.

“1 and the , for pastime,
Shall strugglp day and night,

Till Law groys sick and sad,
And kills in itsjdesperation,
The incorrigi§le bad.

A and Justice;
Shall thwart Qach other still;
And hearts shalljbreak to see it—

And innocent plood shall spill ¥
So leave, oh ! leawe the children,
To Ignorance apd Woe—
And I'll come in jnd teach them
The way that tRey should go.”

‘“Oh, shame !” sajd true Religion,
“Oh, shame thd# this should be !
I'll take the little kchildren,
I'll take them al§j to me;
I'll raise them upjwith kindness,
From the mire if4 which they've trod;
I'll teach them wor§ls of blessing,
And lead them up to God.”

“You're not the trug Religion,”
Said a Sect with flashing eyes;
‘Nor thou,” said andther scowling,

“Thou'rt heresy and lies.”
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“You shall not havé the children,”
Said a third with 4 shout and yeil;
You're Antichrist anfl bigot—
¥ou'd train them fup for hell !

And England, sorel' puzzled,
To see such battlé strong,
Exclaimed with voige of pity,
“Oh, friends, you.do me wrong !
Oh, cease your bittér wrangling;
For, till you all ggree,
I fear the little chédren
Will plague both’you and me.”

But all refused to Msten;
Quoth they—* Wg bide our time;"”
And the bidders selzed the children—
Beggary, Filth apd Crime;
And the prison tefmed with victims,
And the gallows pocked on high;
And the thick abgmination,
Spread reeking %1 the sky !

»

How to Study the Bible.

The Rev. Joseph S. Cook, of Walker-
ville, Ont., writeg us as follows: “I
have, of late, forymy own convenience
in studying the ﬂble (which is a daily
delight), used two,methods. I use two
Bibles, one for *e symbols, the other
for the colours. * For instance, I have
about 200 symbolg indicating as many
subjects : G. ds for Giving; So.
stands ‘for Sociplogy; Wd. stands for
Word of God; O.A. stands for One an-
other (or brotherhood) ; Tmp. stands for
Temperance, and on.

These subjects g can trace with ease

right through the Old and New Testa-
ments. I find i to be of the greatest
service to use thisgmethod for the various
subjects that are/ taught. As an ex-
ample, by reading right on I find 676
passages bearing on soclology, exclusive
of Proverbs, TH's without the ald of
<concordance or references, neither of
which can say mufh on sociology.

The other methgd is by colour. It is
especially interesting in the study of the
historic portions.§ In the New Testa-
ment I use for Qescription, blue; per-
sonality, light bragn; Saviour, red; ful-
filled prophecy, putple; a saying of Jesus,
green; divine Intefposition, yellow. In
the Old Testament& portion purple is for
Promise, and the ‘l\'lne Interposition is
in another form.

read as quickly again by this system.

Personally, 1 c; rememhber what I | pledge, He

]
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Horme Department.

From every direction comes mnews ol
the growth of the Home Department.
Among others, our Canadian friends are
appreciating itg utility and availing them-
selves of its|advantages. Mr, Alfred
Day, General Becretary of the Sabbath-
school Assoclation of Ontario, thus
writes :

“ The Home

kDeplrtment steadily grows
apace with us, and I think I may say I8
never left out 9f any convention or other
Sunday-school jgathering in our province.
Some schools gumber 250 students in this
department, ile the average is forty,
pretty well scdgtered, moreover, through-
out the provin,

“One incidest, which came under my
observation infa county convention, will
be of interest. § A small village school of
forty had a me Department of thirty.
One of these classes was started by a lit-
tle child, who fecured her Godless father's
vould not read, but was
the little one read the

willing to hea
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lesson and hom‘ readings. She became 1
ill, and just befope passing away wrapped |
her arms round {the neck of her broken- |
hearted father,; saying, *Oh, father, |
who'll read the lgsson when I am gone ?" |
There and thenfhe pledged to his dying
child to continug the daily reading, and
keeps his pledgg.”

Many an intaresting incident, like the |
following, couldf be related by Home De- |
partment visitars. We should like lo‘
have more of them.

While canvagsing for members of the

|
|
ONE VISPTOR'S EXPERIENCE, }
Home Departngent in a small country|

“ My husband is an ungodly man,” re-
plied Mrs, C., “ard I fear he would not
be willing to see me spending time study-
ing these lessons, nor to have me con-
tribute as this envelope suggests. He
always spends his Sabbaths working in
the garden, or some such labour.”

The visitor explained that a contribu-
tion was not necessary under the circum-
stances, and urged Mrs. €, to become a
member, which she did.

At the end of three months, the visitor
called agaig and was met by Mrs. C,
wearing a gauch happier face, and anxi-
o1s to tell the good news, *“My hus-
band saw mg studying my lesson quarter-

. N b

Ada & S~
i
/ N Gtaran'z

NI \\llurnm{{
Cdrche 243
ar m..U\_,&L,

SOLOMON'S DOMINIONS,

o/
j’/ KINGDOMS OF JUDAH & ISRAEL

o AND THE

LANDS OF THE CAPTIVITIES.

English Miles

[ 50 00 1w
.

0 Loagitude Esat from Greenwich

00 20

or called at a home where
s and almost discouraged
pven small children and a
gcome from the father, who
fon hand on the railroad

After explafhing the object of her call
and the dutieff of a member of the Home
Department, ghe visitor asked Mrs. C. to
join, The rdply was, “I should like to,
for I used togattend Sabbath-school and
study these 14
how much I
now. All T d
little ones, eagh with a penny, every Sab-

bath.”
* Well,” the@isitor ?ﬂed. “this Home

Department wiid started' far peaple situat-
ed just as you§jare. on't you join 7" |
-

ly,” she sai@, “and asked what it was,
0 him, and now he is as
ed as I am, and he no longer
day. He, too, wishes to
become a ber of the Home Depart-
ment. Thi§ has made a great change

had not, for many years,

ath-school, was induced to

Department. After study-
ing the lessahs for a short time, she one
day appeared{in Sabbath-school, with her
baby in herfarms, and said: “I just
wanted to cope and hear to-day’s lesson
explained, don't feel that I get as
much out of}it at home as I ought.,”
After this shg came regtilarly; and the
haby 1s now  member of the primary
departui"bnt. nternational Evangel.

A
At ‘%
!

a




|

iv [ SuNpAY SCHOOL BANNER.

Grey Hairs.
BY KATHERINE A. CLARKE, TORONTO.
Grey hairs! theg speak of childhood past,
Of dreams fyifilled or hopes decayed,
Summer with Winter's snows o'ercast,
Spring mer ed in autumn's genial
shade,
Times' pearly ngers' gentle touch,
Some riches 1pst thou gainest much.

The careless pappiness of youth,
The joyous Binging time has flown,
The world an§ hearts, science and truth,
And mightigr treasures are thine own;

Freedom to #peak, to act, to love,
As actuated from above.
A crown of gold in days of yore,

Surmounted with a crown of flowers,
Now * crowne of glory " evermore,

Marking tife onward fleeting hours,
Then mournfnot thus at time's swift

flow,
Blossoms mugt fade e’er fruit can grow.

ay-school on Wheels.

TARTAN LAWRANCE

partment is a department
-school which has all the
the other departments of
cept that of actual contact
ol during its session. It
to secure the study of the
part of those who do not
ttend the sessions of the
school. Ar§ there many of them ?
Who are they 2 The decrepit, the aged,
and the blifd, and the sick, and the
cripples; thg mothers with the care of
small childrgn, and those whose house-
hold duties Interfere; our railroad men,

or cannot

telegraph erators, drug-clerks, phy-
sicians, saifors, soldiers, and so on.
This Home fDepartment simply puts the
Sunday-schgpl on wheels or on foot to
go to thosefwho cannot or do not come
to it. I uld like to give you some
illustration!

1 know one Home Department in
the State Tennessee that is carried
on among fhe telegraph operators of a

certain divfsion of the railroad running
from Memphis to Chattanooga.  That
division is fbout one hundred miles long.
The telegrgph operators are obliged to

work on Sunfdays. The head operator
of the division is a Christian man, and
a Sunday-school man. He has permis-
sion from the superintendent of the road
to use the lines of the road thirty min-
utes ‘'every Sunday morning, and at ten
o'clock at a certain signal the kevs are
all opened upon that division of the road,
and then he has his class. He asks
one the lesson of the day, and he an-
swers back, and every one on the whole
line hears it; then he asks another what
is the Golden Text; and question after
question just like in regular classes; and

| when the signal is given to close their

| partment

keys they begin to manipulate the busi-
ness of the road That is a Home De-
e hundred miles long, and is
manipulatgd by electricity.

The Home Class Department of the
Sunday-school with which I am con-
nected hag members in seven different
States of the Union. It does not follow
that they' cannot find Sunday-schools
there, but they want to be identified
with thein own home school. What is
the expenge of the Home Department ?
I never knew of a Home Department that
did not have more than it needed to use
itself. e money usually comes from
those pergons, and yet money is kept in
the background. Here are some of the
objects off the department :

To promote intelligent,
study of the Bible.

To secfre better preparation of the
Sunday-s¢hool lesson in the home.

To incmease attendance at the main
school. ¢

To promghote Christian usefulness.

To place the home on a high spiritual
plane. ¥

To incmease the attendance upon the
services the church.

To aid the pastor in his house-to-house
visitation.

To secufpe the salvation of souls.

To incfease the church membership.

To increase the contributions to the
benevolent causes of the church.

‘

systematic

C'pnfcm';ée on the Home Department
at the Provincial Convention.

Prof. ill—I think it better to work
with thq,church with which the Sunday-

school i§ attached, and their zeal and
enthusiagm will inspire the others to
take pa 1 saw a very fine thing in

- e L3t g an |

oo

oo O
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operation in Queen's church, in St. John.
The superintendent has a number of
pright boys taken out of the Junior Ep-
worth League of the church. He utilizes
these as Home partment messengers.
They carry the lfterature of the Sunday-
school to these Home Department mem-
bers. It frees' the wisitors from the
pecessity of taRing the literature, and
it brings intc upe the boys.

Mr. Hamiltous—It strikes me that the
boys could very properly be used to
carry libraries.{ What are some of the
benefits ? {

Mr. Stoufer—jt has added members to
our main school, and has given the peo-
ple a desire to;study the truth; and we
have some mewers in the United States,
and some in nitoba and other places.

Mr. Lee—the! same thing occurs in re-
gard to this ag in regard to evil. The
appetite is confinually increased by what
it feeds upon, and the more you can get
people to study the Bible the more ap-
petite they gel for it. Then they come
into our Sund@y-school, and attend the
other services mlso. We have obtained
a great many ieachers through it.

Another—W@ had in our Home Class
Department 140 members. It has now
been reduced to ninety-five, the others
having beoonr regular Sunday-school

5

>

attendants. Wq find that the Home
Department has] revived interest and
energy in the Synday-school work.

Another—We sfarted a Sabbath-school
in a school-housd. Not far away there
was a church cloped up, and by the visi-
tors visiting and getting them to join
the Home Depagtment the church was
opened, and seryices are being held in
it at the preseng§ time.

Prof. Hamill—4§ think the greatest of
all benefits is tBe benefit to the person
who is brought {by pledge to study the
Word of God. hen the next great ad-
vantage that coghes is in the blessing to
the visitor. e next benefit is that
sick mothers

Sunday-school

tions for the visitors ? Would they be
the same as fog a regular Sunday-school
teacher ?

Prof. Hamill$-No; good common-sense
and stick-to-itfveness. A sympathetic
person makes gthe best house-to-house
visitor, for th@ go into scenes of sor-
row and old age and infirmity. Women
nine times ouf of ten, therefore, make
better visitorsgthan men.

f

§ Otder of Services—Third Qudkrter.
ort

NING SERVICE.
1. SiLexen.
1L it ~roNsive SeNtexces.  [Psalm 107, 1-8,]

e thanks unto the Lorp, for he is

: for his mercy endureth for ever.
e redeemed of the Lorp say 80, whom

ath redeemed from the hand of the

Y3

athered them out of the lands, from
east, and fron ‘'ie west, from the
th, and from the south.

wandered in the wilderness in a
tary way; they found no city to
ell in.

'y and thirsty, their soul fainted in
m,

they cried unto the Lorp in their
uble, and he delivered them out of
cir distresses,
he led them forth by the right way
at they might go to a city of

Scnoot. O tRat men would praise the Lorb for his
ness, and for his wonderful works
the children of men '

DMENTS, OR TiR APosTLES' CRERD.
by the Lord's Prayer in concert.

SON SERVICE,
THE LESSON.
Hvmy,
e Tirue, Gouory Texr, AND OUTLING

Lrsson. (Special lesson in the Chureh
may here be introduced.]

[especially of the Church service and

rth League and week-evening prayer

'LOSING SERVICE.

kNTENCRS. [Psalm 117,)
praise the Lorp, all ye nations: praise
him, all ye people.
‘or his merciful kindness is great toward
us:
nd the truth of the Lorp endureth for

UL SixaiNae,

ever. Praise ye the Lorp,

e

ST A
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE

THIRD QUARTER: STUDIES

LESSON 1.

GRACIOUS INVITATIONS.

[July 2,

LESSONS.
IN THE OLD TESTAMENT.

(July 2.

GOLDEN TEXT. Come, and let us return unto the Lord. Hos. 6,1,

AUTHORIZED VERSION,
[Read chapter 10, 1-13.]
Hosea 14. 1-9.

1 O Is'ra-el, return unto the Lorp thy God ; for
thou hast fallen by thine iniquity.

2 Take with you words, and turn to the Lorn:
gay unto him, Take away all iniquity, amd receive
us graciously : so will we render the calves of our
lips.

8 Assh'ur shall not save us: we will not ride
upon horges : neither will we say any more to the
work of our hands, Yeare our gods: forin thee
the fatherless findeth mercy.

4 1 will heal their backsliding, T will love
them freely: for mine anger is turned away
from him, :

5 1 will be as the dew unto Is'ra-cl: he shall

ow as the lily, and cast forth his roots as

b'a-non.

6 His branches shall spread, and his beauty
shall be as the olive tree, and his smell as Leba-
non.

7 They that dwell under his sbadow shall re-
turn ; they shall revive as the corn, and grow as
the vine: the scent thereof shall be as the wine of
Leb'a-non.

8 E'phra-im skall say, What have I to do any
more with idols ¢ 1 have heard Aim, and observed
him: I an like a green fir tree,  From me is thy
fruit found.

9 Who is wise, and he shall understand these
tlangs? prudent, and he shall know them? for
the ways of the Lorp areright, and the just shall
walk in them: but the transgressors shall fall
therein,

[Commit to memory verses 4-7.]

REVISED VERSION.

1 O Is'ra-el, return unto the Lorp thy God ; for
2 thou hast fallen by thine iniquity. Take with
you words, and return nuto the Lorp: say
unto him, Take away all iniquity, and accept
that which is good: so will we render as
3 bullocks the offering of our lips. Asshur shall
not save us; we will not ride upon horses:
neither will we say any more to the work of our
hands, Ye areour gods: for in thee the father-
4 less findeth mercy. I will heal their back-
gliding, 1 will love them freely: for mine
5 anger is turned away from him. I will be as
the dew unto Is'ra-el: he shall blossom as the
lily, and cast forth his roots as Leb'a-non.
6 His branches shall spread, and his beauty
shall be as the olive tree, and his smell as
7 Lebfa-non, They that dwell under his shadow
shall return; they shall revive as the
corn, and blossom as the vine: the scent
thereof shall be as the wine of Leb'a-non.
8 E'phra-im shall say, What kave I to do any
more with idols? 1 have answered, and
will regard him: 1 am like a green fir tree:
9 from me is thy fruit found. Who is wise,
and he shall understand these things? pru-
dent, and he shall know them ? for the ways
of the Lorp are right, and the just shall
walk in them; but transgressors shull fall
therein,

Time,—Iosea’s ministry lasted from about
790 B. C. to 75 B, C. Place.~The kingdom
of Samaria, or Isracl, Introductory Note.—
Hosea is the fipst of the minor prophets—called
“minor,” for their prophecy is brief compared
with those of the major prophets. A prophet
was not of necessity a foreteller, but ever a
forth-teller, the human mouthpicee of God to the
people. Hosea lived in the kingdom of Samaria,
and his prophecies in the main have a view to
this state. Ilis style is concise and abrupt as
that of a man under deepest emotion, Te strikes
with vehemence at the sins of Isracl and Judah
he golemnly warns them of the wrath of Guod,

and then he moves them to repentance with the
promises of abundant merey. e has great foree ‘
of expression. IHe abounds in indignation and |

pathos, and rises into the sublime, All was not
lost while the Jews had such faithful prophets
us he,
Home Readings.

1. Gracious Invitations, Hos. 14,

Tu, Precious promises, IHos, 2, 16-23.

W, “Come now.” Isa. 1. 10-20.
. Proclamation of pardon, Jer. 3. 12-19.
F. Turning with the heart. Joel 2, 12-19,
S. The Saviour's invitation. Matt, 11, 2-30,
S.  Confession and pardon. 1 John 1.

Lesspn Hymns,
No. 73, New Canadian Hymnal,

God calling yep! shall I not hear?
Earth's pleasufes shall 1 still hold dear?

Jul
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To whom was Israel to return #
What reason is given ¥
How are we sepurated from God ¥ Isa, 59, &
Who is alone to blame ¥

| What should the sinner say to the Lord when
adian Hymnal. | 8

he returns ¥
| What sort of worship must they crase at
| onee?
TIONS 1 OR SENIOR SC ll()l.\lt\.l How much iniquity will God pardon ¥ (sa.

18,
The Lord « Imvitation, v, 1-3, . o .
Suppose  we rvefuse his invitation ?  Urov.
To whon o8 the invitation ¥

2427
What i racl ! ks

tain filled with bloody
mmanuel’s veins,

ere comes a whisper
u thine car,

Why has it fallen 1 2. The Lord’s Promise, v. 4-9.

What promises in verse 4¢
What special promises in verses 5 to 82
What is the Lord’s refreshing to be like ¥
| What is the beauty which the Lord gives com-
[ pared to ?
What is the strength bestowed compared to?
In whom alone may we bear fruit? John
15. 5,
Who shall understand these things? Verse 9.
What is said of the ways of the Lord ?
Who makes these promises ?
Are they sure? Why? Num. 23, 19,
What kind of prosperity was promised to Israel? Having surhpromises; Waks slieid We 468

2Cor. 7. 1.
What kind of prosperity comes to those who AR Practical Teachings
now repent ? -

What is idolatry ? Wherein does this lesson teach us—
Is there idolatry without idols made with| - How toapproach the Lord ?
Bands ¥ 2. There is hope for the repentant ?
What is true wisdom? Vetse 9. 3. There are health and happiness in the service
What are the results to those who are prudents  ©f the Lord ?
Who are meant by “ transgressors ¥ "’
What is the exhortation of the GoLpeN Text ?

Show the connection between national sin and ‘
weakness,

What is meant by “ Take with you words ¥

What are the forces which cannot save ?

What is “mercy ¥

What steps are we to take to find mercy in God ¥
2. The Lord’s Promise, v. 49,

What is the promise of verse 4 ?

In what sense is anger affirmed of God ¢

How is God as *“ dew unto Israel ¥

What effects do divine merey have upon God’s
people ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARNS,
Teachings of the Lesson. What is a prophet? A man who brings
1. 8in is weakness to the man and the nation, messages from the Lord.
It destroys courage to live, to work, to suffer, to | Who was Hosea? A prophet of the Lord.
die.  An army or a navy cannot uphold a nation When did he live? Hundreds of years be=
whose men are cowards and corrupt in morals. fore Christ came.
Moral weakness is the worst of all, | To whom did he bring messages® To the
2. The mercy of God is wonderful; for it is people of Israel.
voluntary ; it ts abundant : it changes the cor-|  What had many of the Israclites done? They
rupt nature ; it brings summer with flower and  had gone away from God.
fruit to the soul, on which like sunlight it falls| What was their great sin ?  Idolatry.
and rests, | What did Hosea urge the people to do¥
3. The wise man is he who holds that God Verse 1
knows best, that his ways are right, and that | What did he tell them to take with them #
obedience to him brings true and lasting pros- | When we have done wrong what sheuld we
perity, always do? Tell the one whom we have
wronged.
QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE | Who will always hear and help us when we
SCHOLARS. come back to him? 'The Lord.
1. The Lord’s Invitation,'. 1-3, | What are idols?  Whatever we put in the
What prophet spoke these words ? place of God.
What single word expresses the invitation ¢ Learn whose are the only right ways.
Return, Do we walk in them ?
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CATECHISM. THE CHURCH CATECHISM.

focs which the Holy Spirit | 58. May every believer be wholly sanctified in
1 believerst this life? Yes3 God’s comimand is, *‘ Be
ye holy, for I am holy3”* and his promise
the Holy Spirit performs for | is, that ¢ if we con;ﬁrzmr sins?? he will
s are that He renews them in | ¢¢ cleanse us from’ all unrighteousness,”
eness of God, witnesses to their | 1 I'vt. 1. 165 1 Thess. 4. 35 1John 1, 9.
them into truth, assists them in 59, What is implied in being a perfect Chris-
them in trouble, sanctifies them tian, or in being wholly sanctified? Loving
God with ‘all onr heart, and soul, mind
pettecttisti dn 10ve. and strength, and our neighbor as our«
selves,

NEW CHUR!
74. What are the
werforms for indiv

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
BY J. L. HURLBUT, DD,
Hope for a Fallen Church,

1. Tug FaLLeN CHURCH, 4. Renunciation. Neither will we say. v, 3,
1. O Israel, veturn, v. 1. Put away the gods. Josh, 24, 14,
Ah, sinful nation, Isa, 1.4 L. T RESTORED CHURCH,
2. Thou hast fallen, v. 1. 1. Mereys  Tnthee .. omerey. V. 3.

From everlasting. Psa. 103, 17,
2, Promises Twill heal ... owill love, V. 4,
As white as snow.  Isa. 1. 18,
3. Grace. Wil be as the dew, v, 5.

They have rebelled,  Tsa. 1,2
3. By thine iniquity, v. 1.
There is no truth, Hos, 4. 1, 2,

AL, Tug RETURNING CHURCIHL Girace be unto you, Col. 1. 2,
1. Repentance. Twrn to the Lovd. v. 2, 4. Growth. e shall grow, v. 5.
Repent....every one, Acts 2, 38, Unto a perfect man.  Eph. 4,13,
2. Prayer. Say....Take away. v.2. 5. Beauty, Asthe olive tree. v, 6,
Seek ye the Lord.  Isa. 55. 6, The beanty of the Lord,  Psa, 90, 17,
3. Consecration. So willwe vender. v, 2 6. Fruitfulness. As the corn, .. the vive, v. 7,
Present your bodies. Rom. 12, 1, In me....much fruit, John 15, 5.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

“The contents of the Book of Hosea were spoken, and the book was probably written, by Hosea, a
@itizen of the Northern Kingdom, during the decline of the Northern Kingdom. Contemporary with
him were the prophet Amos, a citizen of Judah, who denounced the sins of the Northern Kingdom,
and the prophet Isaiah, who lived in Jerusalem. Hosea's domestic life was profoundly sad, and
he pathetically tellsus that its sadness was the beginning of Jehovah’s word to him, A superficial
reader might infer from our Common Version of the Bible that Hosea was commanded by God to
live in sin, but the original text does not state this, IHe married a woman who, whether
good or bad at the time of her marriage, he tenderly loved, but she became unfaithful,
“This he at first forgave, but at theendof gix years she left him, and sold herself into a sort of slav-
«ery which, attractive at the outset to her wayward passions, brought her soon to poverty and con-
tempt. Unchanging inlove, Hosea bought her from her masters, and reenthroned herin his home
and heart. This was the tragedy of his life. Asa tale of aprodigal wife it has been compared
with the matchless tale of the Prodigal Son. It ripened Iosea’s moral and spiritual nature, and led
to his personal digcovery of the deep and tender love of God for men, In those years Israel had
reached the summit of wealth and the throne of luxury ; and while day by day prosperity increased,
80 did bribery, drunkenness, debauchery, perversion of justice, rascality, extortion. Although
the nation remained nominally loyal to Jehovah, the spirit of idolatry prevailed.  These national

erimes Amos had denounced with unfearing fervor ; osea caught up his denunciatory strains,
but with softer voice. 1is own expericnces were familiar to many‘of his hearers; and when he
proclaimed God’s anger and sorrow because of Isracl's unfaithfulness, and God’s eagerness to take
the nation, when repentant, back into loving relations with himself, many hearts were touched.
After thirteen chapters of moral appeal we come to the nine verses of our lesson, which represent
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a conversation between God and penitent Israel, In the first verse we may suppose the prophet of
God to be the speaker, and then, from the middle of the second verse until the end of the third, we
have a national confession of sin. God speaks again in verses 4-7. Israel, or, as it is here called,
Ephraim (another name for the Northern Kingdom), continues the conversation in the first sen-
tence of the eighth verse ; God in the sccond. Israel says, ** Lam like a green fir tree 37 God re-
plies, * From me is thy fruit found.” Then the prophet in the words of the ninth verse sums up

the conversation,

Verse 1. O Israel, return unto the Lord
thy God. If man is bad, there is all the greater
reason for his speedy return to the Lord. And
God would not urge sinners to return to him if it
was not possible for them so to do. Every little
obstacle to such a return has been removed by
ourGod, and he will bestow all assistance needed
by the repentant sinner.  "Thou hast fallen by
thine iniquity, Nothing but our iniquity can
make us fall. The difference between sinners is
that the neighbors of some see their iniquity
and the neighbors of others are ignorant of it,
but in God’s sight we have all fallen by it. As
Hosea gives “the word of the Lord” in the pre-
ceding chapter, “ Thou hast destroyed thyelf, but
in me is thy help.”

2. Take with you words, and turn to the
Lord. In the old days no worshiper would dare
approach any god without gifts. Ilere the proph-
ety without beiittling the ordained offerings,
enforces the necessity of outspoken heart peni-
tence.  The words they are to take are given in
the latter part of this verse and in verse 3, The
contrast between words and realities so familiar
to us was unknown to the Iebrew. Take away
all iniquity, and receive us graciously.
Literally, “receive us for good,” or * receive
from us what is good and acceptable,” that is, our
penitent hearts, The act of expressing one’s
need has a tendency to intensify one’s desire.
Israel had been alienated from God ; outspoken
penitence would be a distinet reversal of this at-
titude. No sinner need now fear to come back
to God, since the Redeemer came to take away
all iniquity. * There are no taunts on his lips,
no frowns on his brow, only infinite tenderness in
his heart.”—Aitkin. So will we render the
cal of our lips. Instead of young bullocks
they were now to come with the sacrifices of pen-
itent prayer. If an impenitent but kind-hearted
man gives $25 or §50 or $100 each year to lhe
running expenses of some struggling church, all
good men will rejoice ; but if the time comes
when from the depths of that man’s heart he
sings, ““ Just as T am, without one plea,” this
“sacrifice of his lips™ will be immeasurably
more acceptable to God. Tt is a pleasant, holy
thonght that each of us carries about with him
wherever e goes the means of acceptable sacri-
fice to God—our hearts, our lips, our lives,

‘ 3. Asshur shall not save us. Tucked in
| between two rival empires, the little kingdom of
j Israel, like that of Judah, was compelled, some-
| times by one power, sometimes by the other, to
pay tribute, and of course it depended for prot c-
tion against the dissatisfied power on the streng
of the empire to which its tribute was paia.
Asshur stands for Assyria. And Israel is now
saying, “We will no longer depend on Asshur
to save us from Egypt, but will depend on the
Lord our God.” We will not ride upon
horses. In a broad sense, “ will no longer de-
pend upon warlike power,” but particularly re-
ferring to Egypt, from which the horses of Pales-
tine were imported. * Turning away from Assyr-
ia will not lead us to depend on Assyria’s rival.”
Neither will we say any more to the work
of our hands, Ye are our gods. Not only
had they depended on men, but on gods that men
made. Their repentance leads them to turn
from all idolatrous conduct and feeling. In
thee the fatherless findeth mercy. Isracl
had made himself fatherless by turning from his
Father in heaven, but will now trust in him who
is the Father of the fatherless,

4. I will heal th backsliding, God is
the speaker, and this is the answer to their
prayer, the blessing that comes in response to the
sacrifice of their lips. Backsliding here stands
for all unfaithfulness to God, from the slight-
est wrong to absolute sinfulness, I will love
them freely. Spontanecously, with a love that
has no relation to their merit, for they have no
merit. 80 God loves us. Mine anger is
turned away from him. God’s anger is not
whim, it is hostility to sin. If spiritual eyesight
were clear, no man or woman could ever see an
angry look on God’s face, for the moment we
turn toward him he is full of smiles and tender-
ness to us,

5. Iwill beasthe dew untolIsrael. There
is no real dew in Israel, but there is a heavy mist
which gathersthrough the night and rests quietly
on the land, refreshing its streams, fertilizing its
soil, und giving strength and beauty to flowers
and fruit. 8o God comes to the worshipful heart,
(1) without observation, (2) copiously, (3) with
refreshing power, Kindling all our dying graces,
(4) making us fruitful. He shall grow as the
lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon.
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That s, as the cedars which grew ou that lofty ’ hill-top. The scent thereof shall be as the
mountain range and which were famous the [ wine of Lebanon. A repetition of the prom-
world over for their luxuriance and strength, | ise of verse 6, The thought concerns the fame of
Beauty and strength are symbolized by the lil.\"‘ Israel. As was said in Solomon’s Song, “Thy
and the cedar. Notice the emphasis placed upon | nume is as ointment poured forth.”
the roots. Cedars of Lebanon are said to throw ‘ 8. Ephraimshall say, What have I to do
their roots down as deeply as their heads reach any more with idols 2 Mcaning, * I will have
upward. They are a type of permanence, ‘ nothing more to do with them.” I have heard
6. His branches shall spread, The figures him, and observed him, ** I have answered
of speech are mingled now with a profusion that and will regard him.” This is God's response
reminds one of oriental jungles, * His branches | to Ephraim’s disavowal of his old life of sin. I
are his shoots or suckers or tendrils, His am like a green fir tree. A cypress, an ever-
beauty shall be as the olive tree, and his | green, strong and beautiful both in winter and in
smell as Lebanon. The prophet of God finds | summer. The joy of the converted soul is here
no one piant which combines all the gracesof | expressed. This is a morsel of personal testi-
the people whoreturn to God—lovely as the lily, mony. From me is thy fruit found. “ My

firm as the cedar, they shall be fruitful as the
olive, and fragrant as the choicest forest of the
world, a forest full of aromatic shrubs.

7. They that dwell under his shadow

God shall supply all your wants,” wrote the
apostle, * All my springs are in thee,” sang the
[ psalmist.

I 9. Who is wise . + . prudent. This ques-
tion with its two clauses refers not simply to

shall return. Probably this means that thcy‘
that have dwelt under the shadow of Israel’s our lesson, but to the whole teaching of Hosea.
throne, but who are about, because of Israel’s ‘ It requires moral wisdom to understand moral
sins, to be taken to a foreign land, shall be re- truth. The prudent man, hearing the threatenings
stored. They shall revive as the corn, and  of God’s providence, foreseeth the evil and hideth
grow as the vine. The disintegration and ap—‘ himself. The ways of the Lord are right.
parent death of a grain of corn and its rich re- * Right are the ways of the Lord ;" straightfor-
production gave to our Lord one of his most re- ward ; directly leading to glory. Transgressors
markable similes (John 12, 24.) The vine was a | shall fall therein. They shall stumble because
favorite national emblem of the Hebrews: and | they transgress ; that is, because they walk out of

well it might be, for it was grown on almost every

. the way.

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

Verse 1. O Israel. Hosea, like Amos, his
contemporary, directed his prophecies to the
Northern Kingdom, while Isaiah and Micah, also
of the same period, labored chiefly in Judah.
Hosea, though a prophet of Isracl, disapproved
of the secession of the ten tribes, since it made
communion with God and his priests at Jerusa-

lem more difficult, and rendered idolatry the |

more easy. (See chap. 3.5, and 8. 4) Return
unto the Lord. This command to return shows
clearly that the prophet, notwithstanding the
gloomy pictures of depravity and idolatry
painted in the preceding chapters, which no intel-
ligent teacher should neglect to read, still cher-
ishes the hope of Israel’s return toJehovah, We
may remark here that the word * Lorp  in small
capitals is substituted for the Hebrew “Jehovah.”
Thou hast fallen by thine iniquity. The
downfall of most men and nations may be traced
to iniquity, Since sin is a falling away from
righteousness, the words ‘“to fall”” or *“ to stum-
ble” are often used figuratively for ‘“to sin.”
(8ee chap. 5. 5, and Prov. 4. 4.)

2. Take with yor words, The law re-
quired (see Exod. 23, 15) that no one should ap-
pear empty before God. A returning to God, or
conversion, requires some sacrifice from man,
Giod cares more for a broken heart, a contrite
spirit (Psa. 51, 16-18), and a genuine sorrow
| forsin than for all the costly offerings and most
fastidious ceremonies. When there is true peni-
tence in the heart there will be no lack of sacri-
fice of a material nature, ** Take words '—that is,
pour out your heart in earnest prayer. Accept
that whichis good. Literally, accept goodness
| —that is, receive our prayers and confession, the
| genuine offerings of the soul.  So will we ren=
| der as bullocks the offering of our lips.
The Hebrew is very obscure, A literal translation
would read, * We will render bullocks our lips.”
In order to read *““of our lips” we must drop the
last letter in the Hebrew word for bullocks ; if
that were permissible, we might translate with
the Septuagint, * the fruit of our lips.” This
phrase is used in Heb, 13, 15, Whether we read

“fruit” or “bullocks” (A, V., “calves’), the
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general sense is the same—namely, that (-ur-TI»’N. #). Hissmell as Lebanon.  The slopes of
nest confession, sincere prayer, and thanksgiv- | Lebanon are covered with odoriferous vegeta-
ing must be substituted for animal sacrifice, | tion, aromatic trees, shrubs, and flowers,

just as in our day “endless song of constant | 7. His shadow. Israel restored to God's
praise for never-ceasing mercies™ must be the favor is like a magnificent tree, affording shelter
chief sacrifice of every forgiven heart. Paying and protection. Revive as the corn. Better,
the necessary expenses of the church, and con-  shall grow or produce corn, shall have abundant
tributing to the various benevolent societies, all crops. Blossom as the vine. Isracl shall
necessary and important, cannot take the place be as beautiful and prolific as the vine. (Psa.

of the above-mentioned heart service,

3. Asshur. Israel had sought alliance with
idolatrous Asslur—that is, Assyria (see chap. 5,
135 7. 11, and 8. 9)—against the power of Egypt.
We willnotride upon horses. The reference
is without doubt to Egypt, famous for its war-

128. 8). The scent. Better, asin the margin,
‘“his memorial "—that is, his name or renown.
(Comp. Eccles, 7. 1, where we read, * A good
| name is better than precious ointment.”) Wine
‘of Lebanon. Lebanon grapes have always
been celebrated ; 8o also the wine made from them,

horses and chariots. (See Exod. 9. 3, and 14, 9.)‘ 8. Ephraim shall say. Notice that “shall
Solomon, contrary to law, imported horses from say "' is not in the Hebrew. Ephraim is used
that country (1 Kings 10. 28). The work of our here for the entire ten tribes, as often by the proph-
hands. The idols and the images made as the ets. (See Isa.7. 2, and often in this book.)
natural result of associating vith heathen na- ‘ What have I, ete. The ‘1" refers to God. The
tions. No good man can associate with a bad  idea, then, is, Why should you worship me under
man, unless it be to do him good, without more ' the form of idols? I have answered,ete, I,
or less detriment to his soul. The fatherless Jehovah. Will regard him. 1 shall be propi-

findeth mercy. God is the father of man,
Whoever does not believe and trust in God is
truly an orphan,

4. I will heal their backsliding. Israel's
apostasy is compared to a disease. Sin always
weakens the powers of the soul. Unless the dis-
ease is cured, the result is spiritual ‘death., I
will love them freely. Spontancously, be-
cause the state of their hearts was such as to at-
tract thedivine love. Itdoes not mean that God
loves them without any sacrifice o1 expense on
their part.

5. Asthedew. Contrastthis phrase with the
language of chap. 13.15. The dew played a very
important part in Palestine, where the rain is
less abundant than with us. The very life of
vegetation depended largely upon the heavy |
dews. As the dew causes the plant to grow, so |
the love of God makes glad the heart of man.
As the lily. Lilies of various kinds were very
common and prolific in Palestine, some roots |
producing no less than fifty bulbs, Iis roots
as Lebanon. Not the mountain itself, com-
pared to a gigantic tree, but rather the trees
growing on the mountain ranges of that name.
Lebanon is often used figuratively for the cedars
growing upon it. (See Isa. 10, 34.)

6. Ilis branches. Rather, saplings or suck-
ers growing from the roots of trees cut down.
Israel, though cut down, shall spring up again. \
His beauty . . . as the olive tree. Ancver- |
green, much valued, not simply for its unchang-
ing colors, but also for its precious and delicious
fruit, The olive tree was a symbol of power and
prosperity as well as of beauty (Psa, 52, 8, and

tmous to, shall care about, Ephraim. I am like

a green fir tree. God compares himself to a
shade tree, ““ evergreen and ever fresh.” From
me is thy fruit found. Affording abundant
supply for every want, The blessings of God are
often described under the emblem of the tree,
“ Isat down under his shadow with great delight,
and his fruit was sweet to my taste.,”” (8ol
Song 2.3.)

9. These things. The warnings, promises,
and prophecies of Hosea. The ways of the
Lord are right. Or rather, straight—that is,
his dealings with men and the course prescribed
by him for his followers. The just shall walk
in them. Not stand, but walk, and o progress
in the pathway of righteousness. ‘I'ransgress-
orsshall fall therein, Transgressors are those
who do not keep in the way, who deviate from the
truth, who stumble at God’s commands, whoare
not willing to keep the law of Jehovah as revealed
in his word and in their conscience ; those who
doubt, disbelieve, and disobey, who refuse to
walk in the light.  The ways of God are straight
andlevel to the good, but hard and thorny to the
wicked. Christ is the way: blessed is the man who
walks in him, Reader, there are only two ways,
—one leads to God and happiness, the other to
Satan and cternal perdition,  On which way. are
you?

Thoughts for Young People.
Hosea’s Good Advice to Us.
1. Repent. Change your life’s aims. Face
what you had your back toward ; turn your back
toward what you faced, Love (so far as love i
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|

under the control of your will) the good you once laden with all it can hold of the beaded moisture,
hated ; resolutely hate the sin which even yet in and the edges are hung with globules dazzling
your heart you reluctantly love. There can be in the sunbeams, and thus, far as the eye can
no penitence, no genuine sorrow for sin that |~ reach, these precious diamond drops refresh the

not preceded or accompanied by repentance—
turning around, deciding for goodness.

2, Confess. * Take with you words.” No mnnl
can slink into the kingdom of God. No nation

| eye and water the vegetation. The ‘“‘dew on
Hermon" was proverbial. Tristram (Land of
Isracl) says he never experienced such dew as on
this mountain, * The under side of our mackin-

can dodge its history and sneak from depravity | tosh sleeves were in water, our guns were rusted,
of aim into nobility of aim. Let your repentance | dewdrops were hanging everywhere.”” One of
be known as widely as your in, Pledges are oc- | the hills is called * Father of the Dew.”

casionally broken by moral weaklings, who ]wr-‘ The rapid growth of the lily is also proverbial.
haps depend too much on them; but in spite of | On the margin of some mountain stream it may

all failures it is a good thing to make good
pledges. Put your promises on record ; make
your noble decisions openly known.

3. Pray. No repentance of ours can take
away our iniquity., No confession of ours can
guarantee a gracious reception by God. No
sacrifice of ours can earn salvation, It is in our
heavenly Father that the fatherless sinner lin«lﬂ
mercy. Let us pray to him to heal our bae kslid- |
ing, to love us freely, to turn away his anger, to |
nourish our spiritual life,

4. Grow, Grow in grace and in the klm\\l-
edge of God—like the fern moistened by the dew:
like the lily in graceful beauty; like the cedar in
firm rooting ; like the olive tree in s.\'nnnvlr,\‘:‘
like the corn in abundance; like the vine iné
fruitfulness ; like the (evergreen) fir tree in con-
stancy. But how shall we grow ? By using the
means of grace, by nourishing our souls with the
nutriment that God supplies.

be seen starting from the ground and growing to
such maturity that by night on the next day it
may be in bloom. The cedars of Lebanon, on the
other hand, represent stability. On the ranges
stretching to the northeast of the Mediterranean
Sea they have breasted the storms of forty
centuries, Their roots are interlaced and tangled
till one cannot tell where the roots of one end
and those of another begin. For forty miles
there seems but one bed of roots from base to
summit of the range. It was very forcible rhet-
orie to the Jew that the backslider coming with
suitable penitence should have the assurance
that in his spiritual life he should grow like the
lily and be strong like Lebanon,

By Way of Illustration.
BY JENNIE M. BINGHAM,
Gracious invitations, The ethnic faiths, the va-

5+ Drsevere. The * perseverance of the saints” | rious religious systems, show man seeking God.

is a beautiful theological phrase which may here
and there have been misused, hut which carries
in its bosom a blessed truth. Every Christian
should say from his heart what Ephraim said,
“What have I any more to do with idols?"" Be
faithful. So shall we be fruit trees in the forest

of our Lord; so shall we bring forth much fruit ‘

and glorify our Father who is in heaven,

moun’s to write ** wise” for righteous, and * fool-
ish” for wicked, There is no course so foolish
as the course of the sinner, and no behavior pos-
sible to a mortal is so wise as that urged in this
lesson and outlined in these Tuovenrs—to Re-
pent, Confess, Pray, Grow, Persevere,

Orientalisms of the Lesson.
. GRACEY, DD,

The dew (verse 5) is the substitute for rain for
months together in tropical climates, Its bril-
liancy and refreshment can searcely be imagined

Bible religion, on the other hand, shows God,
first, last, and always seeking his children. In
Gienesis it is Jehovah walking in the garden, call-
ing to Adam, saying, *“ Where art thou?” The
altar, the tabernacle, the temple, with their sys-
tems of sacrifice and worship, were permanent
monitors inviting man to remember his intimate

| Friend. The wisdom books, from Job to the
6. D¢ wise, It was not a mere whim of Solo- |

Song of Songs, entreat us to remember the Lover
of our souls, The prophets tell of the love of

'Hml, manifested not only to a single favored

nation, but to the race for evermore. In the New
Testament Christ fulfills prophecy, ritual, and
poet’s vision. The apostles preach the good
news to all the world. Revelation closes repeat-
ing the Eden question, Hosea's call, and the
Gospel message,— MNonduy ('lub,

Repentance and svrvender, We read in history
that when Tigranes delivered himself up to Pom-
pey he did not behave with royal dignity, as
though he were performing merely an act of
courtesy, but as one who was utterly conquered,

by one not familiar with it,  Looking over somc ; e laid down all his arms, stripped off his royal
green young crop as the sun rises, every blade is | robe, and plucked the crown from his forchead,
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In this way we are to come to our King, who is
our conqueror and Saviour,

God’s love, 'We built a church in Chicago
some years ago, and were very anxious to teach
the people the love of God. We thought if we
could not preach it into their hearts, we would
try and burn it in; 80 we put right over the pul-
pit in gas jets these words, “ God is Love.” A
man going along the streets one night glanced
through the door and saw the text, Ile was a
po ¢ prodigal, e said to himself, © It cannot
be that God loves me, I am too wicked.” But he
went in, and there I found him at the close of the
sermon.  When I told him how God had loved
him all the while he surrendered and went away
rejoicing,— Moody.

A beantiful picture of God's kingdom on earth.
A converted Japanese artist said, ** [ suppose the
reason American artists put so much perspective
into their drawings is that Christianity has given
them a grand future. And the reason that ori-
ental artists fail to do so is because Buddha and
Confucius do not raise their eyes above the
present.”

The Bible golden age is before us and not be-
hind us,

Heart Talks on the Lesson.
BY MRS, J. H. KNOWLES,

Re -all for a moment the lessons of a year ago,
Remember how Israel and Judah sinned and
suffered. There was an occasional rift in the
cloud through the efforts for reform by men who
saw the nation’s sin and its doom, What a his-
tory of sinning and repenting and sinning again,
of sorrow and loss, and of final captivity ! A
nation’s story, but a human heart story too. No
wonder God cries out to his misled and willful
people, 0, do not this abominable thing which
I'hate !’ for he knows the ruin sin brings upon
those whom he loves and would save, Every
one of us may truly say, in the words of Faber :
*“There i8 not one evil that gin hath not brought

me,

There is not one good that has come in its

train ;
It has cursed me through life, and its sorrows
have sought me

Each day that went by in want, sickness, and

pain.”

Never, never think lightly of sin. Fear it;
shun it; get it out of your heart quickly and
thoroughly, for it ** worketh death.”

Hosea pleads with the people to come to a sin-
cere repentance. Many times they had said they
repented, and for a while they did reform in out-
ward conduct ; but their *goodness was as a

morning cloud and as the early dew.” It never
took hold of their conseience so that they forsook
sin, not because of its consequences, but because
of the hatefulness of sin itself, This is the only
sort of repentance which leads to a changed
character ; the only kind for which God has any
| regard. It is not your manner of life that must
be changed, but your life itself, You, not what
| you do, is the thing for which God’s Spirit pleads,
and with which he remonstrates in his word, Ho-
sea has a spirvitual insight, e sees that the * ex-
ceeding sinfulness of sin ™ is that it grieves the
loveof God. Thereis no sin like that of wound-
ing love. If you have done anything to hurt one
who loves you, be quick as you can to heal that
wound. Love is the most precious thing in the
universe. It is unpardonable to slight or grieve
‘ it, whether it be human love or divine,

1

The Holy 8pirit, through the prophet, shows us
,wlly we thus wrong ourselves and grieve our
heavenly Friend. e says, “ My people are de-
stroyed for lack of knowledge.” If only you
| knew God, you would love him. You would obey
| hig law if you only kaew how good he is, and
that everything he commands is for your own
well-being because he loves you. Hosea's plead-
ings remind us of Jesus on the cross saying,
‘ Father, forgive them, for they know not what
they do.” And yet the Spirit faithfully shows us
that ignorance is no excuse for sin. * Because
thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject
thee. .. seeing that thou hast forgotten the law of
thy God.” We may know God if we study his
| word and talk with him in prayer. I pray that
} none of my class may perish for lack of knowi ng
the God of love—for even love must fail to save
us, if we break away from it through willful ig-
| norance or neglect.

If we are straying away from God, let us come
back to-day, Hear him saying to the truly re-
pentant, “I will heal—I will love them freely.”
As the dew falls silently in the night to refresh
lthe earth, and sparkles in the morning sun like
| rare Jewels, so his grace will refrest and beautify
the soul, Like trees of Lebanca, whose roots
strike down as deep as their branches rise sky-
ward, 80 may we, rooted in God, grow in beauty
of character and conduct, blessing all who come
under our influence,

The Teachers’ Meeting.

I. Study this lesson as A SERIES OF COUNSELS
AND PROMISES TO A BACKSLIDDEN CHURCH,
Make plain the strange background of the les-
son ; the splendor of Israel and the corruption
of its heart ; the prevalence side by side of luxury

and depravity, magnificence and vice. 1. Zhe
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counsels to the backsliders, (1) Repentance, \'crsvs‘
1,2.(2) Prayer, verse 2, (3) Renunciation of earthly
support, verse 3. 2o The promises to the Chureh
when restored. (1) A full pardon for the past,
verse 4. (2) New life, beauty, and power, verses
5-7. Study the realization of these promises in‘
the history of Isracl; their larger realization in
Christian life....Il. ANALYZE REPENTANCE AND
HOLY LIVING, a8 Hosea here presents them. (1)
Elements of repentance (enumerated in the
Tuoveuts ror Youne PEoPLE). (2) Figures of |
the well-rounded Christian character : (a) The sta- I
bility of the cedar ; (b) The beauty of the lily § (¢)
The lavish growth of the vine ; (d) The fraitful-
ness of the olive : (¢) The evergreen continuity of
the fir tree.... J1L Study THE ATTRIBUTES OF
Gop as exhibited in thislesson.... IV, STILL AN-
OTHER ADAPTATION : 1. Describe the evil condi-
tion of Israel in the period of Hosea's ministry &
the evil condition of sinners about us, perhaps

of ourselves. 2. The way of return to God as |

pointed out by the prophet ; how can we return
3. God’s grace as exhibited in his promised recep- |
tion to returning Isracl; how do we knpw he
will graciously receive us. 4. The privileges of
salvation so richly illustrated in the dew, the
lily, ete.; if time, give illustrations from ordi-
nary life of such beautiful qualities as are here
figured. 5. The duty of choice as stated in the
last verse. “Choose ye this day whom ye will
serve,”....Define the following phrases as em-
ployed in this lesson: ‘‘words,” “calves of our
lips,” *“ Asshur,” ** horses.”

Blackboard.

BY THOMAS G, ROGERS,

TS
EPENT <) ARDON
ETURN p SPERITY

A
God sa)
by the beautiful character of Christ, he calls
men to repent of their iniguity and return to

n and again the pleading, loving voice of |

him. The invitation to Isracl is a call to all, ful':

all have sinned,  With the promise of pardon

“Come.” By his word and Spirit, mul |

[July 2.

and full and abundant prosperity shall we still
refuse to heed the gracious invitation? Let us be
wise and return to-day ; to-morrow it may be too
late to answer and come,

ﬁA_ 2

Come, thou almighty King.
How good thou art to me !

There's a wideness in God’s merey.

Deep are the wounds which sin has made,

Depth of mercy.

All the promises of Jesus,

0 sing the power of love divine.
To-day the Saviour calls,

All glory to Jesus be given,
Salvation ! O the joyful sound !

Library References.
BY RRBV, 8, G, AYRES,

Hosea THE Proruet.—Stanley, Jewish Church,
vol. ii, page 409. Kittel, History of the Hebrews
(index). Ewald, History of Israel (index). Kent,
History of the Hebrew People, vol. ii, pages 57, 78.
Geikie, Landmarks of Old Test t History, page
I8, Geikie, Hours with the Bible, vol. iv (index).
Forrar, Minor Prophets, page 69. Gilfillan, Bards
of the Bible, page 186. The Erpositor, third series,
vol, ix, page 241; vol. x, page 442,

Tue Propuecy oF Amos.—For introductory
matter consult Driver, Introduction to the Litera-
ture of the Old Testament. Wright, Introduction
to the Old Testament. Harman, Introduction to
the Holy Seriptures. The best eritical commen-
tary is found in Orelli’s Minor Praphets; the best
expository commentary in George Adam Smith's
Minor Prophets,

SERMONS ON THE LESSON.
Verses 1, 2.—Parker, Joseph, * The Iniquity of
the People,”” The Homiletic Review, 1889, page 39.
Verse 5.—8tark, James, * Divine. Influence
Promised to the Church, Ibsthumous Disconrses,

| page 131,

Verse 7.—Moore, D.D., **As the Vine,” 7The
| Homiletic Review, 1894, page 242,

Verse 8,—Walker, Robert, ** The Christian's
telation to Idols,” Sermons on Practical Subjoels,
page 1790,
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LESSON II.

DANIEL IN BABY LON.

[July 9,

GOLDEN TEXT. Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself, Dan. 3,

AvTHORIZED VERSION,
[May be used as temperance lesson,
whole chapter.)

Dan. 1. 8-21. [ Commit to memory verses 17-20,)

8 But Dan‘iel purposed in his heart that he |
would not defile himself with the portion of the
king’s meat, nor with the wine which he drank : |
therefore he requested of the prince of the |
cunuchs that he might not defile himself, '

9 Now God had brought Dan’iel into favor and
tender love with the prince of the eunuchs, |
|
|

Read the

10 And the prince of the eunuchs said unto
Dantiel, T fear my lord the king, who hath ap-
pointed your meat and your drink: for why
should he see your faces worse liking than }
the children which are of your sort? then shall
ye make me endanger my head to the king,

11 Then said Dan'iel to Melzar, whom the
prince of the cunuchs had set over Dan'iel, Han-
a-ni‘ah, Mi-sha'el, and Az-a-ri'ah,

12 Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days:
and let them give us pulse to eat, and water to
drink.

13 Then let our countenances be looked upon
before thee, and the countenance of the children
that eat of the portion of the king’s meat : and
as thou seest, deal with thy servants,

14 Bohe consented to them in this matter, and |
proved them ten days.

15 And at the end of ten days their counte-
nances a:f)pmred fairer and fatter in flesh than all
the children which did eat the portion of the
king’s meat.

16 Thus Mel'zar took away the portion of their
meat, and the wine that they should drink ; and
gave them pulse,

17 As for these four children, God gave them
knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom :
and Dan'iel had understanding in all visions and
dreams,

18 Now at theend of the days that the king had
said he should bring them in, then the prince of
the eunuchs brought them in before Neb-u-
chad-nez'zar,

(12

19 And the king communed with them : and
among them all was found none like Dan'iel,
Han-a-ni‘ah, Mi»shﬂ'elLund Az-a-ri'ah : therefore

stood they before the king. |

20 And in all matters of wisdom and under-
standing, that the king inquired of them, he
found them ten times better than all the magi-
cians and astrologers that were in all his realm.

21 And Dan'iel continued eren unto the first
year of king Cy'rus. |

Time.—About 598 or 507 B. C. Place.—

REVISED VERsION,

But Dan'iel purposed in his heart that he
would not defile himself with the king’s meat,
nor with the wine which he drank : therefore
he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that
) he might not defile himself, Now God made
Dan'iel to find favour and compassion in the
sight of the prince of the eunuchs. And the
prince of the eunuchs said unto Dan'iel, I fear
my lord the king, who hath appointed your
meat and your drink : for why should he see
your faces worse liking than the youths which
are of your own age? so should ye endanger
my head with the king. Then said Dan'iel to
the steward, whom the prince of the eunuchs
had appointed over Dan'iel, Han-a-ni‘ah, Mi-
sha'el, and Az-a-ri'ah: Prove thy servants, [
beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us
pulse to eat, and water to drink. Then let
our countenances be looked upon before thee,
and the countenance of the youths that eat of
the king’s meat ; and as thou seest, deal with
thy servants. 8o he hearkened unto them in
this matter, and proved them ten days. And
at the end of ten days their countenances ap-
peared fairer,and they were fatter in flesh, than
all the youths which did eat of the king’s meat.
16 So the stewards took away their meat, and the

wine that they should drink, and gave them
17 pulse. Now as for these four youths, God
gave them knowledge and skill in all learning
and wisdom : and Dan'iel had understanding
18 in all visions and dreams. And at the end of
the days which the king had appointed for
bringing them in, the prince of the eunuchs
brought them in before Neb-u-chad-nez'zar.
19 And the king communed with them: and
among them all was found none like Dan'iel,
Han-a-ni'ah Mi-sha'el, and Az-a-ri'ah, there-

8

10

1

13

14
15

| 20 fore stood they before the king. And in ev-

ery matter of wisdom and understanding,
concerning which the king inquired of them,
he found them ten times better than all the
magicians and enchanters that were in all

21 hisrealm, And Dan'iel continued even unto
the first year of king Cy'rus,

partly prophetical, as is scen in the last six

Babylon. Daniel was one of the best of the old | chapters,

Jewish prophets. He was a statesman at a for-
eign court ; he was a man of prayer. True piety
marked him from his youth upward, He was |
enslaved and taken to Babylon, but he never for- |
got the home of his early days nor Jehovah and |
his people.  The book he wrote is partly histo- |
rical, as is seen in the first six chapters, and is |

Home Readings.

M. Captivity. Dan, 1. 1-7,

Tu. Daniel in Babylon, Dan. 1, 8-21,

W. Prosperity from God. Gen. 39, 1-6,

Th. The safe way. Psa. 1,

© The upright way. Prov. 16, 1-9,
S, Temperate in - all things. 1 Cor. 9,

19

S. Tlll"kl'f'hllllill'.\' honored.  Jer, 35, 12-19,
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Lesgibn Hymns,

No. 115, New Carfiilian Hymnal.

Take my life a
Consecrated,

No. 117, New Ca
My body, soul, afl spirit,
Jesus, [ give to t!

ian Hymnal

No. 120, New Canad
Iam thine, O Lordl have heard thy voice
And it wold thy lovego me.

QUESTIONS FORSENIOR SCHOLARS.
1. True to God, v. 8-16,

How came Daniel to be in Babylon ?

Why was he placed in the palace ?

What commended him to the royal favor ?

Why did he abstain from the king’s food ?

1s conscience always right ?

What can we do to makeit right ?

Show the relation between piety and health,

What effect did plain diet have upon the Ile- |

brew princes ?

What did God give them? Verse 17.

What kind of visions and dreams are spoke n|
of ?
2. Honored of Men, v. 17-21.

With whom did the princes find favor?

Why did they find favor?

Who were the magicians ?

What was the work of the astrologers ?

What was the great purpose of Daniel?
GOLDEN TEXT.

What is temperance in the Scripture sense ?

Why should we totally abstain from strong
drink ?

What evils flow from gluttony ?

What evils flow from intemperance ?

Teachings of the Lesson.

1. Be true to God, and thou wilt then be true
to thyself, Not thy selfish, but thy noble self.
Fear the frown of God, but not the scorn of man.
Those who laugh at goodness will soon be for-
gotten ?

2. He who has favor with God will have favor
with man. Not always at once, but in the course
of time. Piety, like the sun, may be clouded,
but it will break forth. No cloud of envy or
slander shall hide it forever.

8. God gives to him whoasks, Wisdom has its
origin in piety. The Christian learns to see hu-
man life as it is, and knows best how to put it
to best uses, Faith in a future life ennobles the
present.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. True to God, v. 8-16,

What was Daniel’s settled purpose ? GoLpEN
| TEXT.

How does this purpose show that he was true
to God ?

What request did he make ?

What mark of favor had God given Daniel ?

What favor may all expect who please God?
Prov. 16, 7.

What did the prince of the eunuchs fear ?

What were the names of Daniel’s three young
friends ?

To whom did Daniel propose a test ?

How long a test did he ask ?

What was the test?

What was the result of the trial ?

What food was given to Danieland his three
| friends ?

What rule should govern Christians in eating
and drinking ? 1 Cor. 10, 31,
|2. Honored of Men, v. 17-21,
What gifts did God bestow on these captives?
‘What further skill had Daniel ?
| Before whom were the 1lebrews brought ?
Who surpassed all their companions?
What reward had they ?
How did they compare with the magicians?
How long did Daniel remain at court ?
| What promise does godliness hold forth? 1
| Tim. 4. 8,

!
|
!

Practical Teachings.
Where in this lesson are we taught—

1. To be true to conscience ?
2. Tobe courteous to all men?
8. To be diligent in business ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

What led to the downfall of Jerusalem ? Dise
obedience to God.

What king took the city ? Nebuchaduezzar.

When did this take place ? In the year 605
before Christ.

To what city were they taken? To Baby-
lon.

What did the prisoners become ? Slaves.

What did the king choose for himself ? Four
young princes to be his servants.

Where did he want them to eat? At his
table.

Why was Daniel unwilling to do this ?

What did he do?

What did he beg the officer to let him do ?

What was the result ?
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How did the boys look after eating plain food ? | 3. What did God give Daniel ¥ Understande
Were their heads clear ¢ | ing in all visions and dreams.
Is this true of those Who eat rich food and| 4, Wnom did Daniel and the other princes ex-

drink wine? cel?  All the magicians and astrologers of
What does this prove ? That they are wise the kingdom.

who follow God’s ways.

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
(For the entire school.)

1. What was the purpose of Daniel ? GoLpex
Texr: ¢ Daniel purposed in his heart,”
ete. overihrow of ¢il

2. Why was he placed in the court of Babylon? ‘ dom of God aj
That he might have the learning and
of the Chaled

THE LESSON OUTLINE,
The Elements of Daniel’s Success,

Look not....upon the wine. Prov, 23, 81,
Your body is the temple, 1 Cor. 6. 19,

I. FIXED PRINCIPLES,
Lurposed in his heart, v, 8.
Be thou faithful unto death. Rev, 2. 10,
Endurethunto the end. . ..saved. Matt, 10, 22,
II. GENTLE MANNERS,
Requested of the prince. v, 8,
Be gentle unto all men, 2 Tim. 2. 24,
Meckness and gentleness....Christ. 2 Cor. | V. Favor vrom Gop,
10. 1, God gave them knowledge, v, 17,
IIT. TorAr ABsTINENCE, The merey of the Lord. Psa. 108, 17,
Would not defile, . . .wine, v, 8, The Lord giveth wisdom. Prov. 2. 6,

IV, ReGarb rrom MEN,
Favor and tender love, v, 9.
Toward a wise scrvant, Prov. 14, 85,
Even his enemies....peace. Prov, 16, 7,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES,

The historic and linguistic problems presented by the Book of Daniel are relegated to the eriti-
cal student, No criticism has been advanced of sufficient strength to destroy the belief of Christen-
dom in its inspiration. When he was carried captive from Jerusalem to Babylon, Daniel could
hardly have been more than seventeen years of age. He was, according to tradition, a noble by
birth. His personal presence was evidently impressive, and he was selected as a sort of page for
Nebuchadnezzar, and as a candidate for a position among the professional wise men. “Oriental
monarchs found it difficult,” says Dr. Rawlinson, ““to get y ung courtiers of first-rate abilities who
would not by virtue of their social connections prove dangerous to the throne, and this difficulty
led to the custom of selecting such courtiers from youthful foreigners.” Our lesson tells of the great
temptation which came to Daniel at the beginning of his courtly career, of his resistance, and of

the excellent results, It is presented to us as a temperance lesson, and very fittingly ; abstinence . .,

from poisonous liquors and temperance in the use of healthful food are forcibly taught by this
event, and also that steady self-control which must be the foundation of all temperance worthy of
consideration, and which can only be developed in perfection in persons who have strong faith in
the living God.  Another lesson, among many which might be noted, is the detailed attention which
our God gives to every struggling soul. Daniel was no more his favorite than are you and 1. Every
trial of ours is known to him ; every embarrassment in our lives, every disappointment, is more
familiar to his kind heart than to our own. Let us learn from this story to exercise unwavering
faith in God ; this will make us victorious in all the strife of life.

Verse 8. Daniel purposed in his heart
that he would not defile himself with the
portion of the king’s meat. Daniel is spe-
cially mentioned as being the leader of the four
youths, “Meat” means food in general—the

luxurious “rations " given daily to the attachés
of the court. Ro lavish was the supply that a
royal favorite would be able to maintain a family
and servants on the “portion” of the king’s
meat. Indeed, quantities of the *king’s meat "
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were sometimes sent to the market and sold for
the benefit of the courtiers who had received it.
Was the danger of ** defilement” real or imagi-
nary? It was real. First, we must remember
that ceremonial defilement was loathsome to a
devout Hebrew. The whole Mosaic system was
an elaborately acted religious parable.
everything in nature was classified us either
+ geremonially pure’’ or ** ceremor ally impure,”
and therefore syn
purity of character, or sin. Lepers, among
the diseased, and reptiles, as articles of food,
were classified as unclean because they furnishe!
ready symbols of moral pollution.
symbolic reasons the flesh of pigs and rabbits,
and of many other animals which are now freely
used for food, was prohibited § and the animals
that Ilebrews were permitted to eat must b
slaughtered in a peculiar way, 80 as to be care-
fully rid of the blood, which symbolized animal
life, and in the interest of purity was avoided.
But the Babylonians cared aslitt le for such “cere-
monial purity "’ as for the real moral purity it
represented, and as the “‘portion of the Kking's
meat " would inevitably include prohibited food,
it was defiling. In the second place, even the
most immoral nations of the ancient world were
in a way religious, and it had become the uni-
versal habit to consecrate food to the god that
was worshiped by the eater. This was not always
done, as at our Christian tables, by the asking of
a blessing, but sometimes in the process of cook-
ing, or by setting aside a portion for the god ; so
that the man who was feasted by heathens almost
certainly partook of food already conscerated
to some abominable idol. The third cause of de-
filement was one to which many young people
are exposed at the present day, the evil results of
luxurious diet. Intoxicating liquors and tobacco
do immeasurable harm, and many highly spiced
and toothsome viands arc so prepared as to

\bolized either goodness and | was law.

For such | children which are of your sort.

arouse unwholesome cravings. The pure in
heart should avoid all such things. Notice that
Daniel’s purpose was *“ in his heart.” It was a
méral resolution. Therefore he requested of |
the prince of the euuuchs that he might

not defile himself. His conduct furnishes an

almost perfect example for those who are tempted

by their superiors in society or business. Tedid

not defy, = or denounce, nor scold ; he requested,

keeping wimself as long as possible in formal

obedience to authority, and he made his request

on religious grounds. Tlis very request thus be-

came a profession of religion,

9. God had brought Daniel into favor
and tender love. Such a fact would be ex-
plained by most modern biographers as due to
Daniel’s personal charm. But the

inspired writer | of the Lord.

implies what the dust of this world’s affairs some-
times keeps from our sight, that every event ol
human life is in a deep sense brought about by
(God. The prince of the eunuchs. These
eunuchs were men set apart for the care of the
royal harem, and their prince was one of the

Nearly | most important personages at court.

10. I fear my lord the king. He had
good reason to fear a king whose slightest wish
Who hath appointed your meat
and your drink. FEastern despots arbitrarily
decide details which might wisely be left to the
care of subordinates. Worse liking than the
Looking
Jess healthy than other youths of your age, Thes
young men were four out of many, and as they
were brought up to be serviceable and orna-
ntal to the court their physical appearance
was of importance. Endanger my head. B¢
heading at ancient courts was an every day
oeccurrence,

11. Melzar. Instead of beinga proper nam:
this word means * the steward,” the man who
directly gave the dinners or “pations " to the
young men. Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael,
and Azariah. The last three are elsewhere
called by their Chaldean names Shadrach, Me-
shach, and Abednego. Daniel also had a Chal
dearn name, Belteshazzar, ** Prince-of-Bel.”

12. Prove. Put to the test. Thy servants.
A gracious self-disparagement. Ten days.
Short as this time was, Daniel’s request was not
an appeal to a miracle. One week and a half
affords ample time to show the effect of some
foods on health, especially where aleoholie drinks
and varied flesh meats are included, and where
so radical a change of the manner of life had
been experienced as here. Pulse. Vegetable
food, especially what is grown from sceds.
Water. It has Leen well said, “ If the people
of the United States would try Daniel's experi-
ment it would save each year £35,000,000, the cost
of supporting 500,000 paupers.”

13. Letour t ~ d npon
before thees Let due tests of our health be ap-
plied. As thou seest, deal with thy serve
ants. Throughout this transaction Daniel was
standing for God, and he was not afraid to throw
on God God’s task of making the right cause vi
torious.

14. He consented. 1f Daniel had stormed
and raved, probably he would have been refused.
The courtesy of his request helped to make it
snecessful,

15. Fairer and fatter. In strength and
beauty the young men had improved because of
their wholesome diet and because of the blessing
« Man doth not live by bread alone,
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but by every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of the Lord.”

16. Took away the portion of their meat
and the wine. He erased their names from the
list of those who were to be fed by daily “por-
tions ™ from the royal table. Gave them pulse,
Permitted them to continue the wholesome food
which did not offend their consciences,

17, These four children. *Youths.” God
gave them knowledge and skill in all
learning and wisdom. Knowledge is the gift
of God; but there is no indication here that God
by miracle opened the treasuries of knowledge to
these young men; he blessed their endeavor,
Wisdom may be said to be the right use of
knowledge. The good physical condition into
which wholesome food and the blessing of the
Lord had brought these young men was the
foundation of their growth in knowledge and
wisdom. The moral conscience which kept them
from defilement by food kept them from vices
which would have dulled their intellects. Daniel
had understanding in all visions and
dreams. He who was about to send the dreams
and visions prepared the interpreter,

18. At the end of the days. At the end of
the three years’ training which the king had pre-
scribed.

19. The king communed with them.
Talked freely, and, as Nebuchadnezzar was evi-
dently himself a man of great intellectual force,
we may suppose that his conversation savored
some of an examination, Nome like Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azarinh. None
showed their clearness of intellect. Therefore
stood they before the king. As counselors
and chicf men of state.  We may think of Nebu-
chadnezzar bejewgled and crowned, seated on a
rug, his counselors standing behind him and at
his side.

20. Ten times better than all the ma-
gicians and astrologers that were in all his
realm. Their wisdom was so much better be-
cause it was partly scientific and p.rtly revealed
directly by God, while the priests and astrologers
who studied the occult sciences and prac-
ticed the black arts were dependent on neither
the natural nor the supernatural, on neither
religion nor science, but on tricks and con-
jectures,

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

Verse 8. Purposed in his heart. Liter-
ally, “put it on his heart.” Ile became solicitous,
and thought seriously of how he might escape
the demand of the king. The word “heart in the
Old Testament very often means mind. Would
not defile himself, The Mosaic law prescribed
minute regulations regarding animal food (see
Lev. 11, 4, and 20, 25). No doubt the Baby-
lonians ate some things prohibited by this law,
Moreover, it was customary among many na-
tions to consecrate food and drinks to the gods,
or, at least, a portion of them, and then consume
the balance at their feasts ..nd thus acknowledge
the divinity of the god to whom the offering was
made (comp, 1 Cor, 10, 20-28).  Those critics
who deny the Mosaic origin of the Pentateuch
and who maintain that the Book of Daniel was
not written till about 179 B. C. claim that vigor-
ous laws regarding foods were not known till
the exile or after (see, however, Hos, 9. 8, and

cause of Babylon's overthrow, The prince ¢
the ennuchss The head chamberlain or royal
steward of the palace. His name was Ashpenaz
(verse 3),

9. God made Daniel to find favor. “ God
moves in a mysterious way his wonders to per-
form,” and so in this case he so influenced the
heart of Ashpenaz that he granted the youthful

| Hebrew's request,

10. Who hath appointed your meat. The
king’s will was law even in matters of eating and
drinking. Your faces worse liking. Old Eng-
lish for less plump or sad on.account of grief or
| lack of proper food. Of your own age, not
| sort,” as in the Authorized Version. The origi-

nal is gil—that is, a circle, ororbit, and refers to a
| eycle of years, and not to a class. Endanger
[ my head. Literally, “make guilty my head,” not
| simply risk my life, but render myself liable to
| decapitation. The cruelty and heartlessness of

Amos7.17). King’smeat. The word “meat " is | Eastern monarchs are well known. Nebuchadnez-

misleading. In old English it often means food
of any kind. Here the word should be rendered
“ dainties  or “ delicate viands.” The Babylon-

ians were noted for their luxurious living. Alex-|

ander the Great and his army learned this to their
sorrow. The wine. The Mosaic law did not
prohibit the use of wine of any kind. Daniel,
however, was a teetotaler from prineiple. If

| zar had the four sons of Zedekiah put to death

before the eyes of their unfortunate father
(2 Kings 25, 7. Comp. also his threat against
the magicians and enchanters, chap. 2. 5).

11. The steward. This is better than Mel-
zar, of the Authorized Version, for a proper name
would scarcely admit of the definite article be-
fore it, as in this case,

profane history is true drunkenness was thedireet | 12, Prove thy servants, The statesman-
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ship and prudence of Daniel, as well as his Im.I The Bible clearly teaches that God made use of
plicit trust in Jehovah, are already seen in this dreams for the purpose of carrying on his work
modest request. A modest, inoffensive request | in this world and for communicating some im-
has often accomplished wonders. Let no one | portant truth to his servants, and that also some
be afraid of asking help in doing that which is | people were miraculously endowed with the
right. Ten days. The pumber ten is fre- | power of interpreting dreams, This was espe-
quently used in Persian, Babylonian, and in the | cially true of Joseph and Daniel.
01d Testament writings (see verse 203 Zech.8.23;| 18. At the end of days. At the expiration
Job 19. 8, etc.); whether used here literally, in- | of the three years of special training spoken of in
definitely, or with a mystic sense is not clear, | verse 5.
1f, as some believe, the pumber had a special| 19. The king communed with them.
sacredness with the Babylonians, the wise way Literally, the king spoke with them. It was a
in which it was used by Daniel is apparent. kind of an oral examination, to test their ability
Pulse. This is too definite, since the Aramaic | in the various branches studied, and their fitness
word does not refer to any one particular article | for the eivil service in the royal houseltold.
of food, but rather to a vegetable diet, as distinct | Stood before the king. They passed the final
from animal food. Literally, the word denotes | tests and became pages.
seeds—that is, those things growing from geed. | 20. Ten times better. That is, stood very
Water to drink. The best and most health- | high above the others. Magicians. The ety-
ful drink the world over for man and beast. mology of the word is not clear, though most
The most enlightened nations of the earth are | derive it from chérét, a graver or stylus, hence
learning this to-day as never before. _\I,,\-ti.lwritcr of hieroglyphs and sacred writings, there-
nence from wine, beers, and any kind of intoxi- | fore interpreters of the sacred books. Enchant-
cating beverage produces health of body, mind, | €rse Another word of doubtful meaning, Itis
and soul. Every giass of liquor means less | perhaps from a verb meaning to breathe, or to
power to work, less ability to endure, less nerv- blow, hence a mutterer, & whisperer, referring to
ous force for fine efforts, and less time to live. the low whispers in which the spells and magic
15. Their countenances appeared fairer. formulas were uttered in order to call forth the
8o in our day the strong, vigorous, healthy | aid of demons and evil spirits.
young man is he who regulates his diet and ab- | 21. And Daniel continued even unto the
staing from strong drink. Irregular hours, q-x-i first years of King Cyrus. That is till 539
cessive eating, and intemperance rarely fail to ‘ or 538 B, C. The fact that Daniel is mentioned
leave their marks, | in 10. 1 as living in the third year of Cyrus does
17. God gave them knowledge. God | in no way contradiet the statement in this versc,
gives knowledge to those who work hard and ‘ as some would have it. The capture of Babylon
make good use of their time. IHe not only | by Cyrus was a great event in Jewish history,
strengthened their bodies, but their minds as | and the writer simply notes the fact that Daniel,
well. A man who does not take care of his | though an old man, one of the captives of sev-
body eannot accomplish the highest results. In | enty years before, had lived to see it, but not that
alllearning. Inall the written literature of that he died the very moment Babylon was taken.
age, in distinction from the wisdom, that is,
the skill with which one interprets literature and Thoughts for Young People.
employs learning of any kind for practical pur- How God Rewards Faithfulness.
poses. The learning of Babylonia was largely
religious in its nature, The priests of that coun-
try seemed to have control of every branch of
knowledge. They have left their impress upon
the laws, the contract tablets, the medical formu- “Dare to be a Daniel,
las, the astronomy, or rather astrology, the hym- Dare to stand alone,
nology, the incantations, the legendary lore of Dare to have a purpose true,
Babylon; all these betray a priestlyorigin. The old Dare to make it known.”
clay text-books show that the Babylonians taught | 2. God rewarded these young men by giving then
writing (cuneiform), elements of mathematics, | favor and regard from their fellow-men. (Verse 9.)
grammar, and lexicography. Visions. An ec- | This is not always the result of faithfulness,
static state of mind, affording a supernatural | for sometimes God’s servants suffer persecution,
manifestation or a revelation of the future. The but generally they win the favor of men.
visions recorded in the Bible are all remarkable 3. God rewarded these youths by giving them
for their purity and lofty purposes. Dreams. | health and physical vigor. Neither is this always

1. These young men were trueto God, They were
tried by exile, by temptation, by danger, yet con-
tinued true to their conscience. Let every youth
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the result of faithfulness, but it i% one of the
normal results of a pure life. Contrast the ap-
pearance of young men in general who live for
pleasure with those who live for God.

4. God vewarded these youths by giving them
knowledge and wisdom, which come in large meas-
ure to such as seek the truth and live according
to its laws,

5. Guod vewarded these youths by giving them
suceess in life, lifting them up to honor and use-
fulness. Neitheris this always the result ; but it
is usually so.

6. God’s rewards are not limited to secular bless-
ings in this life. Many a moral hero has suffered
from the misapprehension and ¢ pt of the
public, from ill health which he could not help,
from limitations in education, and from poverty ;
but has felt, nevertheless, the abundant reward
of God ever here, and has been traveling toward
a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.
These two last rewards come to all who are
faithful,

Orientalisms of the Lesson,

Geikie, in his Hours with the Bitle, says it was
the policy of the kings of Babylonia and As-
syria, in order to govern their subjects of differ-
ent nationalities the more easily, to select from
among their young men of exceptional talent and
promise some whom they would thoroughly edu-
cate and train in national literature, social cus-
toms, and government, These were taken from
among captives of war, or sometimes were
purchased as slaves, They were brought up in
the royal palace, and received the highest educa-
tion the land afforded. Several instances have
come to light of this usage, though until recent
times the case of Daniel gave the only intimation
to the modern world of the existence of such cus-
tom. The inscriptions of Nineveh are said to
contain the record of instances of this usage.
Geikie says, also, that when it was in its full
power the Turkish government pursued a simi-
lar policy, drawing court officials and many of
its public functionaries and governors from a
class of Christian youth taken in war, and educat-
ing them in the Turkish language and literature,
They wore a special dress, and were watched day
and night by guardians, who reported on their
progress and conduct,

The names of such persons were often changed,
in Babylonia, on entering on this new relation in
life. These Hebrew youth received genuine
heathen names. These students were fed from
the king’s table, and were held as noble guests of
the king’s h hold ; the “ delicacies ”” were not
omitted from their fare, and with their food was
furnished their daily proportion of fruits and

flowers, The chief reason why these three young
men refused to eat of the meat served them was
that it was the custom to consecrate each meal
by offering portionsto the gods, These youth ate
cabbage and other vegetables. These were
cooked by heathen, which would make them too
unclean, but there was no offering or libation
made of them; so they were not sacred to the
gods,

** Knowledge and skill in all learning and wis-
dom,” mentioned in verse 17, must be thought of
from a Chaldean standpoint, There were vast
libraries in which scribes were employed copy-
ing and editing old texts or making new ones.
Every great city had at least one library, Sayce
tells us that the literature in the libraries covered
every branch of learning known at the time, such
as historical and mythological documents ; reli-
gious composition; legal, geographical, astronom-
ical, and astrological treatises ; magical formula
and omen fables ; poems ; fables and proverbs ;
grammatical and lexical disquisitions ; lists of
stones and trees, of birds and beasts, of tribute
and eponyms; of treaties between nations and
copies of commercial transactions, of correspond-
ence, of petitions to the king, of royal proclama-
tions and dispatches from the generals in the
field. This was a vast store of knowledge in
which the youth intended for the state service had
to be educated, and about which they had to pass
examinations,

These young Hebrews excelled all competitors
even in astrology, Astronomy was pursued as a
science, and observatories wherein were stationed
astronomers appointed by royal authority were
found in all the chief towns, whence reports |
were sent every two weeks to the king.

The stars were numbered and named ; eclipses
were calculated, the degrees of longitude at the
equator were determined, sixty being the unit,
There was a single standard work on astronomy
and astrology which consisted of seventy-two
books {Sayee, Aucient Empires of the East),

Magic was esteemed a science. The ritual of
exorcisms was an elaborate branch of Kterature,
Law was another department of Chaldean lore in
which these youth had to pass an examination.

The education of these Hebrew young men
would imply training in all these departments of
Babylonian learning. After three years of tech-
nical education, when from twelve to fifteen years
of age, Daniel would be admitted to the court of
Nebuchadnezzar,

By Way of Illustration,

““ Daniel purposed in his heart,” The most ef-
fective word in the English language for every

young person to learn is that mighty mono-
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syallable, ““ No!" It has often been the pivot-
word on which one’s destiny has turned for this
world and the next. It was the pivot-word with
the youthful Joseph in Potiphar’s house, and
with the youthful Daniel in the voluptuous court
of Babylon. Daniecl might plausibly have said to
himself, ** O, everybody here in the royal court
drinks wine and lives high on the king's dain-
ties ; I don’t want to be considered queer or self-
righteous, I will be in the fashion,” But Daniel
had the courage of his convictions, and saved
both his health and character, The fatal faultof a
host of young people is cowardice, They have
not the moral nerve to face a sneer or resist a
ginful fashion, Their backbone is mere pulp.—
7. L. Cuyler.

Temperance application.  After Henry Wilson’s
first election to the United States Senate he gave
his friends a dinner. The table was set with
not one wineglass upon it. * Where are the
glasses ¥’ asked several of the guests, merrily.
“ Gentlemen,
know how the curse of intemperance over-
shadowed my youth, That T might escape I fled
from my early surroundings, I am indebted,
under God, for what I am to my temperance
vow and my adherence to it. Call for what you
want to eat, and it shall be forthcoming if this
hotel can provide it ; but wines and liquors can-
not come to this table with my consent, because
1 will not spread in the path of another the snare
from which I escaped.” Three rousing cheers
showed the brave senator that men admire the
man who has the courage of his convictions,

What is it makes aman? Unbending rectitude.
George Jonesg, who afterward became the editor
of the New York Zimes, began life as a poor boy

When his paper was started he excluded all ob- |

jectionable advertisements. e lost money by
this courageous action, but he gained a good
conscience and a lofty reputation. Evidence of
the frauds of the infamous Tweed Ring came
into his hands, and just as he was about to pub-
lish it an agent of the ring waited upon him and
offered tb pay five million dollars on condition
that he would suppress the information in his
possession. It was the biggest bribe ever of-
fered to a journalist, but it was offered in vain,
and the full statement of the Tweed erimes ap-
xt morning.—F. A. Atkins,

Lo (i oo
was not this bit of forest or that high table-land,
nor the wide intervals, but the wonderful purple
haze which lay between you and the setting sun,
and which fell like a transparent robe of glory
over forest, hill, and meadow. And g0, as we
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look upon ‘{IC character of Daniel, we are im
‘ pressed not so much by his gentleness, his man-
| liness, his loyalty to principle, as by that won-
derful spirit of devotion which falls like an
‘mmnsphcre of glory around every grace of his
character and every act of his life, 1lis success
in life was but the legitimate result of his un-
| swerving devotion to God.—C. A. Dickinson.,
| The exercise of power, There is an instinet in
| every boy that makes him love power. It is part
| of his original endowment, “Let him have do-
\lllilliw»ll." The effect of Daniel’s decision hal
| some effect on his body, but far more on his
mind. The exercise of power gave him a habit
| of vietory. Mastering himself, he naturally and
casily mastered others, Every child that means
| to have great victories in manhood or woman-
| hood should get little victories in childhood. The
' control of temper, the assertion of mastery over
1nppotites, the setting oneself to tasks of mem-
ory, is a drill in kingship—is getting the hand

" gaid Mr, Wilson, *“some of you |used to a scepter and the head fitted for a crown.

— Bishop 1. W, Warren.

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

This is a charming story of four true-hearted,
noble-minded, handsome boys, the sort of boys
in whom a mother’s heart rejoices, and of whom
a teacher is justly proud. But while it relates to
boys, it can be matched by the courage and firm-
ness of many a true-hearted girl, for, happily,
not all the boys and girls of stanch principle
lived in Babylon nor in the time of Nebuchad-
nezzar. 1 know some of that sort in the town
where I live at the present day. I believe thereare
| more to be found now in the world than when
Daniel and his friends lived. Surely so:

for the Gospel of Jesus reaches more people now
l than then, and temperate living is better taught
| and appreciated. 1 wish it could be said of every
| young person ““he purposed in his heart that he
\ would not defile himself " with anything—liquor,
| tobacco, foul speech, bad books, unwholesome
newspapers, or anything else that hinders the
best development of body, mind, or soul.
Daniel and his three friends were probably only
thirteen or fourteen years old, Daniel possibly
was the eldest, and so a leader. They all agreed
to fall in with his purpose to be true to convic-
tion, self-respecting, and to make of themselves
the very best. It is grand to have such strengt h
of purpose that one can bring others to his way
of thinking when his is a good way.

I suppose almost every boy who smokes a
cigarette at first, or tastes liquor, does it because
some one else does, and he has not the moral
courage to say, ** No, I will not defile myself.”




July 9.]

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER, 407

But what if any one of you should tukcasmnd,

amoug your companions in reference to any bad
habit, and let it be understood that no matter
what others do you will be true to principle,
true to your father’s and mother's teachings,
true to your conscience ?

You say, *0, it would not make any differ-
ence with the rest ; they would only laugh at us
and go on as they please.” Well, I think you
are mistaken. I believe that every person with
a genuine, consistent, unaffected purpose to do
right always wins respect and infl others.

abstinence from strong drink....Take as a les-
son thought for the class, ** Daniel purposed in
his heart,” the first sentence of the lesson, Show
the benefits of having a purpose in life. ..I.
DavNier’s  Cuaracrer. 1, Conscientious. 2.
Self-denying. 3. Gentle. 4. Believing (faithful
as well as full of faith), 1I. Tue ResuLrs or
CHARACTER. 1. Physically. 2. Socially (the king
and nobles were drawn to him in affection). 3.
Intellectually. 4. In rank and power (other
| things being equal, rectitude leads to secular

Try it, and see. The secret of Danicl’s strength
was that he was a religious boy. Ie had been
taught to worship and obey God, and in a
heathen court he was true to his religion. The
outcome was just as God says it will be. * Them
that honor me I will honor, and they that despise
me shall be lightly esteemed.” The boy who was
true to God won the first place in the kingdom.
The boy who learned to govern himself became
a man fit to govern others, The boy who held to
high principle could be trusted with high re-
sponsibility. This is illustrated in the history of
men in business, in professions, and in national
affairs, The boy or girl who seeks an unchange-
able purpose to be true to right principle in
school, in play, in social companionship, is one
whose life is full of promise on earth and in
heaven,  Purity, temperance, faithfulness : these
are the pillars of success,

T EIPTEYCR i el YOGS
All the way.
He leadeth me.
Yield not to temptation,

Dare to do right !
March along together,

Jesus, Saviour, pilot me,

Look up to Jesus,

Breast the wave, Christian.

Go forward, Christian soldier,
Rally for the cause of temperance.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Give some account of these young men and
how and when they came to Babylon, showing
how their trouble became a blessing....Illus-
trate the principle of the benefits of trial from
the lives of Joseph, of Jacob, of Moses, of David,
ete....The circumstances under which these
youhg men served God—far from home, in exile,
in a dissol court, idolaters....Do

| ). 5. Spiritually.

Blackboard.

<WINE 1 ,
WISDOM >
EAKNESS [T NURPOSE
ANt (1 |\oRiTY
OE "

OWER
e L

Two paths were before Daniel, either to ac-
cept the king’s meat and wine, or obey his own
conscience, It required much courage to do
right, but he purposed in his heart not to defile
himself, and God honored his decision, While
he kept the purity of his body, God gave him
power in the great court of Babylon, and power
to resist temptation. Had he yielded in weak-
ness, want and woe instead of honor would have
been his lot.  The purpose of his boyhood was
the pledge of his manhood ble, righ 5
good. The pledge we take is the purpose of our
lives to walk with Christ’s help, in the path of
wisdom, and to resist evil,

———
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Library References.

Daxter e Prorner.—Deane's Daniel is un-
doubtedly the best life we have. It contains a
very useful and interesting chapter on Jewish
education, Taylor’s Daniel the Beloved is not so
scientifically wrought, but is very suggestive,
The following references may also be helpful :
Payne, Guides and Guards in Character Building,
page 148, The Ladies’ Repository, vol, iii, pages
200, 262.  Tuck, Revclation by Character, page 204,
Evans, Seripture Biography, vol. ii, page 174,
Geikie, Old Testament Characters, page 48, Gil-
fillan, Bards of the Bible,

not fail to make emphatic the lesson of total

Tue Proruecy or DanieL.—Consult Driver,
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Wright, and Harman for introductory matter.
There is a great sea of matter on the prophecy,
but out of it all there is not a single book that
is satisfactory as a commentary. The diffi-
culty lies in the apocalyptic portion of the
prophecy.

BasyLox.—Taylor, Daniel the Beloved, page 56.
Driver, Isaiah, His Life and Times, page 126,
Geikie, Hours with the Old Testament, vol. iv, v,
vi (index). Kittell, History of the Hebrews (in-
dex).

FREEMAN'S TIANDBOOK OF BIBLE MANNERS

AND Customs: Ver. 8, Sarisim, 891, Ver, 20,
Magicians, 76, 630 ; Astrologers, 520,

SERMONS ON THE LESSON.

Verse 8.—Stone, G. M., * Nonconformity to
Evil,”” The Homiletic Review, June, 1890, page 42,

Verses S8-15.—Malan, Cesar, ‘*‘The Piety of
Young Daniel,” Pulpit Eloguence of the Nineteenth
Century, page 149,

Verses 9-17.—Riemensnyder, J. B., * The Book
and Personality of Daniel,” The Homiletic Review,
April, 1898, page 327,

.-

LESSON I1I. THE HEBREWS IN THE FIERY FURNACE. [July 16.

GOLDEN TEXT. Our God whom we

AUTHORIZED VERSION,
[Read the chapter.]
Dan. 8. 14-28. [ Commit to memory verses 16-18.]

14 Neb-u-chad-nez'zar spake and safd unto
them, Zs it true, O Sha'drach, Me'shach, and A-
bed'-ne-go ? do not ye serve my gods, nor worship
the golden image which I have set up? |

15 Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear
the soumnd of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut,
psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of music,
ye fall down and worship the image which I have
made ; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be |
cast the same hour into the midst of a burning
fiery furnace: and who is that God that shall de-
liver you out of my hands? |

16 Sha'drach, Me'shach, and A-bed’-ne-go, an-
swered and said to the king, O Neb-u-chad-nez'-
zar, we are not careful to answer thee in this
matter.

17 If it be so, our God whom we serve is able
to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and
he will deliver »s out of thine hand, O king.

18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O king,
that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the
golden image which thou hast set up.

19 Then was Neb-u-chad-nez'zar full of fury,
and the form of his visage was changed against

Sha'drach, Me'shach, and A-bed’-ne-go: therefore |

he spake, and commanded that they should heat
the furnace one seven times more than it was
wont to be heated.

20 And he commanded the mosi. mighty men
that were in his army to bind 8ha'drach, Me'shach,
and A-bed'-ne-go, and to cast them into the burn-
ing fiery furnace.

21 Then these men were bound in their coats,
their hosen, and their hats, and their other gar-

ments, and were cast into the midst of the burn- |

ing fiery furnace.

22 Therefore b the king’s ¢ t
was urgent, and the furnace exceeding hot, the

serve is able to deliver us. Dan. 3. 17.
REVISED VERSION.

14 Neb-u-chad-nez'zar answered and said unto
them, Is it of purpose, O Sha'drach, Me'shach,
and A-bed'-ne-go, that ye serve not my god,
nor worship the golden image which I have

5 setup? Now if ye be ready that at what time
ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp,
sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds
of music, ye fall down and worship the image
which I have made, well : but if ye worship
not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the
midst of a burning fiery furnace ; and who is
that god that shall deliver you out of my
16 hands ? Sha'drach, Me'shach, and A-bed'-ne-

go, answered and said to the king, O Neb-u-
chad-nez'zar, we have no need to answer thee

17 in this matter. If it be so, owr God whom we

| serve is able to deliver us from the burning
| fiery furnace;'and he will deliver us out of
8 thine hand, O king. Butif not, be it known

i unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy

| gods, nor worship the golden image which

9 thou hast set up. Then was Neb-u-chad-nez"
zar full of fury, and the form of his visage
was changed against Sha'drach, Me'shach, and
A-bed'-ne-go: thergfore he spake, and com-
manded that they should heat the furnace
seven times more than it was wont to be

20 heated. And he commanded certain mighty

| men that were in his army to bind Sha'drach,

Me'shach, and A-bed'-ne-go, and to cast them

21 into the burning fiery furnace. Then these

men were bound in their hosen, their tunics,

‘ and their mantles, and their other garments,

| and were cast into the midst of the burning

22 fiery furnace. Therefore because the king’s

commandment was urgent, and the furnace
exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew those
men that took up Sha'drach, Me'shach, and

23 A-bed'-ne-go. And these three men,8ha'drach,
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flame of the fire slew those men that took up
Sha'drach, Me'shach, and A-bed'-ne-go,

23 And these three men, Sha'drach, Me'shach,
and A-bed'-ne-go, fell down bound into the midst
of the burning fiery furnace,

24 Then Neb-u-chad-nez'zar the king was as-
tonied, and rose up in haste, and spake, and said
unto his counselors, Did not we cast three men
bound into the midst of the fire ? They answered
and said unto the king, True, O king.

25 He answered and said, Lo, I see four men
loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they
have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like
the son of God.

26 Then Neb-u-chad-nez'zar came near to the
mouth of the burning fiery furnace, and spake,
and said, Sha'drach, Me'shach, and A-bed'-ne-go,
ye servants of the most high God, come forth,
and come Phither. Then Sha'drach, Me'shach,
and A-bed’-ne-go, came forth of the midst of the
fire,

27 And the princes, governors, and captains,
and the king’s counselors, being gathered to-
gether, saw these men, upon whose bodies the
fire had no power, nor was a hair of their heads
singe, neither were their coats changed, nor the
smell of fire had passed on them,

28 Then Neb-u-chad-nez'zar spake, and said,
Blessed be the God of Sha'drach, Me'shach, and
A-bed'-ne-go, who hath sent his angel, and deliv-
ered his servants that trusted in him, and have
changed the king’s word, and yielded their bodies,
that they might not serve nor worship any god,
except their own God,

Me'shach, and A-bed'-ne-go, fell down bound
into the midst of the burning fiery furnace,
24 Then Neb-u-chad-nez'zar the king was aston-
ied, and rose up in haste : he spake and said
unto his counselors, Did not we cast thrae
men bound into the midst of the fire ¥ They
answered and said unto the king, True, O
25 king. IHe answered and said, Lo, I see four
men loose, walking in the midst of the fire,
and they have no hurt ; and the aspect of the
26 fourth is like a son of the gods. Then Neb-u-
chad-nez'zar came near to the mouth of the
burning fiery furnace: he spake and said,
Sha'drach, Me'shach, and A-bed'-ne-go, ye
servants of the Most High God, come forth,
and come hither, Then Sha'drach, Me'shach,
and A-bed'-ne-go, came forth out of the midst
27 of the fire. And the satraps, the deputies,
and the governors, and the king’s counselors,
being gathered together, saw these men, that
the fire had no power upon "their bodies, nor
was the hair of their head singed, neither were
their hosen changed, nor had the smell of fire
28 passed on them. Neb-u-chad-nez'zar spake
and said, Blessed be the God of Sha'drach,
Me'shach, and A-bed’-ne-go, who hath sent
his angel, and delivere ! his scevants that
trusted in him, and have changed the king’s
word, and have yielded their bodies, that they
might not serve nor worship any god, except
their own God.

Time.—Between 587 und 568 B, C.  Place.—
The plain of Dura, near Babylon,

HHome Readings.

M. The golden image. Dan, 8. 1-7,
Tu. The Hebrews in the Fiery Furnace. Dan. 8,
8-18,

18,
W. The Hebrews in the Fiery Furnace. Dan, 3, |
19-30.

Th. God’s presence in trouble, Tsa. 43. 1-7.
F. An Almighty helper. Isa. 41, S-16.

S. Patience in suffering. 1 Pet, 4, 12-10,
N. * The Lord’s angel. Acts 12. 1-11,

Lesson M ymns, ?

No. 45, New Canadj Hymnal.

No. 5, New @nadian Hymnal,
Oh, safe tgihe Rock that is higher than I,
My soul conflicts and sorrows would fly ;
8o sinfu weary, thine, thine would I be;

No. 41, New Canadiay

tock of
Let m
Let

Peleft for me,

myself in thee ;

‘ater and the blood,

thy wounded side which flowed.

QUESTIONS FORSENIOR SCHOLARS.
1. Courage, v. 14-18,

What question did the king ask of the three
Hebrews ¢

Why was he surprised at their conduct

What made them so brave ?

Is it ever right to disobey the laws of the land?
Who shall decide whether divine and human
laws conflict ?

In what did the Hebrews trust for deliverance ®
Why was their faith so strong ¢

2. Trial, v, 19-21,

Why was the king full of fury ?

What shows true greatness in a king ?

What are the peculiar temptations of an irre-
sponsible ruler ?

‘What trial was now inflicted ¢

Why was the order given to heat the furnace
80 hot ¥

3. Triumph, v. 22-28,

“Rock of Ages,” I'm hiding in thee.

Who were destroyed by the furnace heat ?
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3. Trinmph, v. 22-28.
What fate befell the king’s servants ?
Where were the three Hebrews ?
What strange question did the king ask?
‘Whom did he see in the fire ?
What was their condition ?
What did he say the fourth was like ?
What promise was thus fulfilled? Isa. 43, 2.
Practical Teachings.

Where in this lesson are we taught—

1. Concerning faith in God?

2. Concerning fidelity to duty ¥

3. Concerning help in trouble ?

What was done to the three Hebrews?

What hope ever animated them ? GOLDEN TEXT. |

What made them have such a hope ?

What effect was produced upon the king ?

Whom did he mean by the * son of God ?”

Did he acknowledge a higher power than his
own?

Did he yield his life to it?

Teachings of the Lesson.

1. Be firm on the right side. Conscience is|
better than expediency. The * golden image " |
should not be worshiped because of the image or |
because of the gold.

9. Trust for deliverance from that danger .
which confronts one in the pathway of duty. QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
«He will deliver us,” is the ery of every timid -z SCHOLARS.
soul who looks upward in prayer. Salvation will “_"“ was the king of Babylon ?
come not always in the way and at the time one Whom had he made his prisoners? ‘The peos
hopes, but in God’s own way and time, | ple'of.leruaulf:m.

3. God’s “]”r)' shines forth in the noble con-| \\'hich IAmys did he select to be his servants ?
duct of his people in the fiery furnace of persecu- What did he set up in Babylon?
tion. Men who know not God in their lives may What did he command the people to do?
praise him with their lips. Who refused to do this? 3}

4. 1t is sad that so many who see God’s saving Why? They could not worship an image
power should not, by reason of their stubborn | and be true to their God.
wills, have an experience of it. What did they tell the king ?

What did he threaten to do?

QUESTIONS FOR INTERM EDIATE Did he keep his word ?
Why were the young men not harmed ?

SCHOLARS.
1. Courage, v, 14-18. " o AT
What did the king ask of Shadrach, Meshach, rHE lf"hs‘_).x LA" E(IHISM'
sud Abed-negod | (For the entire school.)
What (lcmum]‘ A1 B mako? | 1. What bold declaration did the three He-
What threat did he :ml\?_v : |brews make? Gorpen Text: “QOur God
i 2
v v A g s | whom we serve,?’’ ete.
What “pl".dhl the three make .? | 2. Into what were they cast? Into a burn-
In whom did they trust for deliverance ? tun & farnace
What is the GoLpEN TEXT? AR .
What was their decision? | 3. What did the king see in the furnace?
What lesson may we here learn? Acts b, 20, Fo“‘: men loose, walking in the midst of
last clause. " AHE R,
| 4. What was the form of the fourth like?

2. Trial, v. 19-21.
How was the king affected by the reply ?
What command did he give about the furnace ¥ NE
What did he order to be done with the three
Hebrews ?
How were they prepared for the trial ? The Kingdom
What does Peter say about a fiery trial? 1 Pet.
4,12, 13

Like the Son of God.

CHURCH CATECHISM, .

76. What is Kingdom of God?

e ts and 1'ves of

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
The Three Y oung Men.
3. Fidelity. DButif not. v.18,

1. Berore Tne KinNa,
No man shall be moved. 1 Thess. 8. 8.

1. Courage, Not carcful. v. 16,

Take no thought, Matt, 10, 19, Ready....also to die. Acts 21. 13,
Fear not them which kill. Matt, 10, 28, II. Ix e FiRe,

2. Faithe Ouwr God,...will. v.17. 1. Danger. FErceeding hot. vs. 21, 22.
1lave faith in God. Mark 11, 22, 23, The fiery trial. 1 Pet, 4. 12,

Casting all your care. 1Pet. 5. 7. More precious than gold. 1Pet. 1. 7.

God is the rule of God in the
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2. Safety.
They shall never perish.
Not a hair ....perish,

Walking in five. v. 25,
John 10, 27, 28,
Luke 21, 18,

3. Companionship. Thefourth, v, 25.
I will be with thee, Isa, 48, 2.
The Lord stood with me, 2 Tim, 4, 17.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

One of the features of historic antiquity hardest for us to understand is the readiness with:
which divine honors were accorded to kings and emperors. That a royal conqueror, before whom
nations melted as wax, should arrogantly assume an intrinsic superiority to the wretches he con-
quered is not strange ; but that whole nations should submit to the exaltation of a living man into
a demigod, put his image into their pantheons, consecrate temples and offer sacrifices to him, is not
eusy 1o explain.  Nevertheless such an event was of frequent occurrence in ancient times. Some
such conception of his own divinity may have been in Nebuchadnezzar's mind when he erected
upon * the plain of Dura,” near his capital, a gigantic image of gold, and ordered all the rulers and
nobles of his empire to do it homage. Thisaction may seem at the first glance to be inconsistent
with Nebuchadnezzar’s previous confession to Daniel that Jehovah was * a God of gods and a Lord
of kings.” But the Babylonian monarch was doubtless a sincere worshiper of many gods, foremost
among whom he learned to reckon the God of the Iebrews. Just at the present moment, however,
his own glory and that of the Babylonian gods outshone that of all other divinities. So he gave
command that whoever would not worship the golden image should be cast into a burning fiery
furnace.””  Danicl’s three friends, whom he had placed over the province of Babylon, did not wor-
ship this image, and when their disobedience was reported to the king, and a second opportunity
was given them, they flatly refused. 8o they were cast into the furnace. But the fire did not in-
jure them ; it only loosened their bonds, while it slew their executioners, The king saw with terror
the *“form of a fourth,” like a son of the gods, walking in the furnace with the liberated men. The
remainder of the chapter tells of the ready homage paid by the king to the God of the Hebrews, and
of his command to all the people on pain of death to reverence this God,

Verse 14. Nebuchadnezzar. Kingof Bab-
ylon.  We may think of him as sitting in royal
state, surrounded by his courtiers and slaves,
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Young
men with whom we became acquainted in the last
lesson under the names of IHananiah, Mishael,
and Azariah. Serve my gods, In antiquity
secular government and religion were not merely
intertwined ; they were practically one. And, as
we have already seen, there was nothing absurd
to the conscience of the ancient world in the dei-
fication of a king, or in a royal mandate order-
ing prayer to certain gods, or forbidding such
prayer. The golden image which I have
set up, Described in the preceding verses of
this chapter. Either an idol, or a statue of the
king, or, as some have conjectured, a statue rep-
resenting his imperial power and suggested by
his dream,

15. The sound of the cornet, flute, harp,
sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer. The mu-
sic of the Orient is nearly all in a minor key, and
“harmony” was unknown in ancient times,
Doubtless much that was agreeable to the Baby-
lonian ear would be rank discord to ours. Only
those familiar with oriental music can under-
stand the liberty given to the various musicians,
whose tunes are often what we would call ** varia-
tions.”  All kinds of music. An outburst of
almost every sort of instrument, in almost every

key, with almost endless trilling,  The “ cornet ™
and *flute” were wind instruments, The * harp,”
**sackbut,” and “ psaltery »” were string instru-
ments,  The “duleimer” it is impossible to
identify. Worship. Reverence by prostration,
A burning fiery furnace. To burn criminals
alive was not offensive to the moral sense of the
ancients, and all who came under the ban of roy-
alty were regarded as criminals, so that this cruel
sentence would not astonish bystanders, The
furnace was probably built of bricks, with an
opening at the top and a door at the mouth be-
low. The doomed men were thrown down upon
the burning coals from above. Who is that
god that shalldeliver you out of my hands?
The confidence of the Hebrews in Jehovah was
paralleled by the confidence of every other nation
in its god, and, as we have already seen, the
*“state” and the * church » (if we may use mod-
ern phrases for antique facts) being one, wars
between kings and nations came to be re-
garded almost as wars between gods and reli-
gions,

16. We are not careful to answer thee
in this matter. We can scarcely sufficiently
admire the answer of these three brave young
men, *‘Careful " has its old sense of ** burdened
with anxiety.” To ‘““answer” Nebuchadnezzar
meant to make a decision on the terms he had
granted, Whether ornot they were to be thrown
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into a burning fiery furnace did not distract their
minds.

I7. If it be so, Some authorities would
translate * Assuredly,” but * If it be so” is quite
as emphatic. Our God whom we serve is
ableto deliver us. This answers both of Neb-
uchadnezzar's questions : * Is it true that ye did
not serve my gods ?” ** Yea, verily ; we serve our
God.” “Who is that God who shall deliver you
out of my hands 2" * Our God ; he will deliver
us ecither from death or in death.”

18. But ifnot. If in his mysterious provi-
dence he permits his champions to be over-
whelmed in this world. Be it known unto
thee, O king. Words of deflance. We will |
notserve thy gods nor worship the golden ‘
image. These men are not serving God for re- |
ward. Though he slay them, they will still trust
in him. 1t has been wisely said by a great com- !

had consumed their bands the soldiers were killed
by the heat.

24. The king was astonied, and rose up
in haste and spake. ‘‘Astonied” is an old
English word for astonished., The dignity of the
king had been consumed by the flash that
killed his guard His lors. 1lis
courtiers or nobles that waited around his throne,
Did not we cast three men bound 2 We”
is the plural form of majesty. Nebuchaduezzar
is so astonished by what he sees that he cannot
trust his own memory.

25. I see four men loose, Only three had
been cast in, and they were bound. The original
of the speech given in this verse is made up of
abrupt exclamations, Walking in the midst
of the fire. Why did they not leave it? They
were simply in the hands of God. His miracle
prevented the fire from scorching them. They

mentator that their deliverance from sinful com- | waited his time to release them. The form of
pliance was as great a miracle in the kingdom of | ¢pe fourth is like the Son of God. The as-
grace as that from the furnace was in the king-| pect of the fourth resembles ““ason of the gods.”
dom of nature. | Nebuchadnezzar had not our theology. He meant

) {
19. Foll of fury. This absolute monarch |, supernatural being, an angel.

had never before met such determined resistance | 26. Nebuchad . L T
to his will. ‘The form of his visage was R NNDRARBIRRAL cnmt(neal‘-' L
changed. Nebuchadnezzar had been singularly | fups lh;: hoat T ARYS u(':w suhsu]v‘d. “(‘,N.”'
patient with these young men, but now that his | un!svo the mos'xt hig G"df A '“"fl . '“'“’f't‘“‘
patience had come to an end his fury shows it- belicved in many gods, who lived in fumilics
self in all his countenance and gestures. Hea
the furnace one seven times more than i
was wont to be heated. Scven is the symbol
of perfection. The furnace was heated as much
as it could be heated, but the hotter the furnace
the more signal the deliverance. The king’s pas- |
sion defeats its own end.

20. The most mighty men that were in
his army. The most vigorously muscular mem-
bers of his bodyguard.

21. These mem were bound i
coats, their hosen, and their hats, and

| These words of Nebuchadnezzar show a sudden
conviction that the Hebrew God Jehovah was
supreme in heaven, a God of gods. We have
already noted that among the Hebrews * Most
High " was a title of Jehovah.

27. Princes, governors, and captains,
and the king’s counselors. Satraps, depu-
ties, and governors, and counselors, officers of
the empire gathered from all quarters, These
men, who had been brought to the capital for the
n their | purpose of honoring an idolatrous image, are
{ | soon to return to their homes to spread abroad
their other garments, Four articles of dress|the glory of the spiritual God. Saw these
are here pointed to: (1) Flowing trousers, qar- | men. The miracle had been openly performed.
ments something like the Zouave trousers; (2) Upon whose bodies the fire had no power.
underclothing, or tunies, woolen shirts; (3) (Sce Isa, 43.2; Heb, 11.34) Nor was a hair
outerrobes ; (4) other garments : shoes, turbans, of their head singed. (Sce Luke 12.7: 21.5)
girdles, ete. Nor the smell of fire had passed on them.

22. The king’s commandment was ure (3¢¢1 Thess, 5. 22.
gent. His orders were given with violence, s0| 28. Nebuchadnezzar spake. low fur
that the strong men of the bodyguard lost their | Nebuchadnezzar now became a worshiper of
own lives in throwing the three heroes into the | Jehovah we cannot say, but his reverence is sin-
furnace. The flame of the fire slew those |cere. His angel. His messenger: referring
men. That the lives of the three Hebrews|to the form of the fourth. Delivered his

were preserved and the lives of the soldiers
were forfeited was full of meaning to the by-
standers.

23. Fell down bound into the midst of | sought

servants that trusted in him. This fuith-
fulness of Jehovah to his servants is the trait that
appeals to the heathen Kking, who doubtless
to show forth the same conduct.

the burning fiery furnace. Before the flames | Changed the king’s word. This is a noble
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trait in Nebuchad ’s ch , to thank | the fire. They might not serve by sacrifice
God for making vain the king’s endeavor to force | and prayer. Nor worship. By throwing them-
men into obedi Yielded their bodies to | selves on the ground.

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

Verse 14, Is it of purpose ? Is this premed-
itated on your part? and not, “Isit true?" as in the
Authorized Version, Shadrach,ete. (See chap.
1. 7.) The names of the three young Hebrews, ac-
cording to a custom common at more than one
court, were changed. (See Gen. 41,45 ; 2 Kings 23,
34, and 24, 17.) The Babylonian monuments also
refer to the same custom. The exact meanings
of the new names have not yet been satisfac-
torily deciphered ; conjecture is therefore vain,
My god. Not “gods,” as in the Authorized
Version. The name is not given. Many of the
inscriptions show that Nebuchadnezzar was a
devout worshiper of Bel, later called Merodach
(Marduk). The golden image. Probably a
huge statue of Nebuchadnezzar himself. Such
statues, as we see from the Gudea inscriptions,
were erected from the earliest times by the Baby-
lonian kings in honor of the gods. As Jastrow
suggests, * Vanity might have been the main-
spring of their action.” There is an inscription
of Shalmanezer on which we read, “I made an
image of my royalty ; on it I inserted the praise
of Assur, my master, and a true account of my
exploits,” Some think that the image was that
of Marduk. Both Herodotus and Diodorus speak
of statues of Bel in the temple at Babylon. But
as the inscriptions speak of statues of kings as
well as those of several gods, it is not possible to
decide the exact nature of the one in question, The
term ““ golden” does not necessitate the helief
that the image was of solid gold, but, rather, that
the image was made of wood or other material and
then covered with a thin plate of gold. (Comp. Isa.
40.19.) Wiether the statue represented the king
or his god, a conscientious Jew could not bow
down to it without violating a part of the Ten
Commandments. They might have bowed down
without worshiping, but that would have been
deception, A good man must avoid even the
appearance of evil,

15. Cornet. Some kind of a horn, At first
these were the horns of some animal, but later
they weremade of metal. Flute. At first, ordi-
naryreeds; afterward, made of metals, Sometimes
several tubes of varying diameter and length were
placed together side by side and formed into one
instrument. Harp., Some kind of a stringed
instrument, perhaps similar to the lyre or zither
or “kitharis " of the Greeks. Psaltery. Alsoan
instrument of the harp species. Dulcimer. Sup-
posed to have been a kind of a bagpipe. All

kinds of music. Or, rather, all kinds of musical
instruments. Three of these instruments have
what seem to be Greek names ; therefore the de-
structive critics insist that the Book of Daniel
could not have been written at the time when
Daniel was supposed to have lived—that is, during
the early part of Cyrus’s reign. It is possible that
these names were of Eastern origin, though used
by Greek writers. Besides, both the ciassical
writers as well as the monuments of Egypt and
Assyria show clearly that there was constant
commercial intercourse, long before the exile, be-
tween the people of Asia Minor, Greece, Egypt,
and Babylon. Yes, arch@ology has shown con-
clusively that the people around the Mediter-
ranean traded extensively with the Nile and the
Euphrates valley at a very carly date in ancient
history. The Tel-el-Amarna tablets, or the cune-
iform letters from several countries, found at
Amarna in Egypt prove that there was an exten-
sive commerce even before the exodus, Fiery
furnace. Punishment by burning to death was
common in the East. (SeeGen. 38, 24; Lev. 21.9;
Judg. 14, 15 ; Jer, 29. 22.) The inscriptions also
refer to it. Dunami, who cursed the gods of
Assurbanipal, was burned to death in a furnace.
Who is that God. As much as to say, No
god can save from such a death. ile, like Pha-
raoh, who cried out, “ Who is Jehovah ? ”” under-
estimated the power of the God of Israel.

16. We have no need to answer. The
“we? is emphatic, as much as to say, “ We will
not answer, but Jehovah will.”

17. Ifit bes If God is able, he will not fail
te deliver us.

18. But if not. They did not know the issue.
They had no intimation as to the plans of God.
They knew, however, that it was wrong to bow
down to images and idols. Here we see heroic
devotion and sublime faith in God’s goodness and
righteousness,

19. And the form of his visage was
changed. Iis anger and chagrin changed the
color and lineaments of his face. Seven times
more. That is, exceedingly, or to a very high
degree. Seven, being a perfect number, was
very expressive. How the wicked often defeats
himself! *For the more intense the heat the less
the agony.” .

20. Certain mighty men. Picked soldiers
famous for strength and valor,

21. Were bound in their hosen. The Re-
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vised Version and the Authorized Version differ
much in the names given to the articles of cloth-
ing worn by the young men. 8o do thecommen- |
tators, which proves ‘hat no one can speak with |
certainty on this point. But why are the clothes
mentioned? Probably to enhance the miracle,
and not, as Stuart and others suggest, to point
out the haste in carrying out the sentence.

22. The flame of the fire . . . took up
Shadrach, ete. So intense and unusual was the
heat that it was death to approach it. The power
of God is most visible here, The saving of the
young men was miraculous. He who believes in
miracles will find no trouble in believing this
accoun'. There are those who relegate the whole
story to the realm of myth and legend. So they
do with most, if not all, the miracles of the Old
Testament and many of the New. It is quite
fashionable with the historical critic to deny the
miraculous, the prophetic, and the supernatural
element in the Bible, This accounts in a large
measure for the desire of depressing the dates of
most all the books in the IHebrew Scriptures.
Daniel, for example, we are assured, was not
written till about 170 B, C. This affords ample
time for the growth of the so-called legends and

misery are inalienably joined ; godliness and hap.
piness never dwell apart. Milton has made Sutan
ntter the anguish of every self-conscious wicked
heart in his exclamation, * Which way I fly is
hell ; myself am hell ;” while a true Christian
experience

« Makes the rough paths of peevish nature even,
And opens in the breast a little heaven.”

2. God's cause at long intervals has needed mira-
cles ; in exigencies it has needed martyrs ; always it
needs manliness,

3. God always rewards those who live according
to principle. There are no surroundings, no
matter how densely evil, amid which it is not
possible to serve God; and whatever ficrce
calamity may follow, God may be trusted even-
tually to reward his servants’ faithfulness with
such lavish honors and delights as eye has not
seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man con-
ceived.

4. Compare the few sacrifices made by us in serv-
ing God with those of the ** three Hebrew children,”
and how slight our trials seem, Letus be faithful
in “ that which is little ;" enacting with the lofti-
est principle the most humble and humdrum
duties of life,

imaginary prophecies in the book.
25. Like a son of the gods. Not ‘“the
gon of God,” asin the Authorized Version. The

phrase denotes a descendant of the gods, a super- |

natural being. The Babylonians believed in many
gods, and that they had children and families just
us men do, '

26. Came near to the mouth. Or, better,
as in the margin, “ door.”” The same word is ren-
dered * gate” in chap. 2. 40.  The furnace had a
door on the side and an opening on the top.
Servants of the Most High God. Such lan-
guage is perfectly consistent with the belief in a
plurality of gods. The king was astonished, and

naturally regarded a god that could effect such a |

wonderful work as the chiefest of the gods. We
are not warranted, notwithstanding this lan-
guage, in thinking that Nebuchadnezzar gave up
the gods of his people and his country.

28. Blessed be the God. Polytheist as he
was, he was compelled to praise the action of
Jehovah, His angel. The Babylonians be-
lieved in angels, or messengers of the gods.
Changed the king’s word. Or, rather, trans-
gressed it. We have no reason to believe that
his clear vision of Jehovah's greatness and
power effected anything more than a temporary
change in the monarch’s life,

Thoughts for Young People.
1. ““ Sin turned Fden into a furnace; holiness
turned Babylow’s furnace into an Eden.”” 8in and

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

Persian costume to-day consists in a general
way of unstarched cotton trousers or pajamas,
over which is a collarless garment with high
| sleeves to elbow, and with little metal buttons to
the wrist, the length of which varies aceording
Yln the social distinction of the wearer, Over
this is a coat made of fur or camel’s hair lined
with silk or fur, and not generally worn but on
formal occasions. The secretaries of govern-
ment wear, according to their rank, a long cloak.
The hat is of sheepskin over a pasteboard frame
the common people wear lambskin hats, S8ocks ex-
tend about two inches above the shoes. (Willis,
Land of the Lion and the Sun.) Dr. Adam Clark
quotes Herodotus, wholived about ahundred years
after Daniel, as stating that the Babylonian dress
consisted of a tunic of linen reaching down to
the feet, over which was a tunic of woolen, and
over that again a white short cloak or mantle;
on their heads they wore turbans,

The deciphering of the cuneiform inscriptions
of Babylon and Assyria have shown instances
of persons being cast into fiery furnaces. As-
surbanipal resorted to this mode of punishment
against persons who had fallen under his wrath.
When his brother revolted against him, and was
defeated, he did not even spare him from this
fate, ordering him to be burnt alive, The recor
as translated reads, * Saul-mugina, my brother
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rebellious, who made war with me, into a fur-
nace, fiery, burning, they threw him and de-
stroyed him alive,”

By Way of Illustration,

The vesult of youthful fidelity. The explanation
of the courage of these young men is found in
their youthful fidelity, as shown in last week’s
lesson. The boy is the father of the man. Be-
hind this superb courage in manhood lay years
of training in righteousness. There is a spiritual
momentum from fixed habits of life which car-
ries men through crises like this, When Daniel
was tested he prayed before his open window
“‘as he did aforetime.” That phrase explains it.
The gathered impetus of a holy life thrust aside
the king’s ediet, as the tide sweeps away the
child’s sand fort. Put speed enough behind a
tallow candle, and you can send it through a
plank. Strengthen the weakest saint by fixed
habits of life,and he will go safely through many
aterrible temptation.—Monday Club,

Their courage. Theirs were the words vlich
the father of the Wesleys is reported to have
used in reply to the unlawful order of James II ;
0 Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to an-
swer thee in this matter. Be it known unto thee,

O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor wor-
ship the golden image which thou hast set up.”
—Ntanley.

Facing the consequences,
Palearo, martyred in Rome by Pope Pius ¥,

An early Christian,

long foresaw the end of his testimony. “ 1 can-
not deny Christ,” he says, *“whose word is
graven in the very depths of my heart, Yet to
attack the pope was to draw on me the severest
treatment of the most implacable government
that ever existed, I saw the doom of those who
had refused to prostrate themselves at his feet—
kings and empetrors bathed in blood ; cities de-
voted to exeeration  entire nations cut off from
the face of the earth. I was utterly defenseloss.
What had I to hope for? Yet I dare not deny
my Lord,”

Our God whom we serve.  Those who earn their
living by searching for nests along dangerous
lieights have their waists girdled with a cord let
down from above, so that if they slip, they shall
not fall and be lost. 8o these Hebrews, finding
all other support gone, threw themselves on the
Promises of heaven,

All Christian history has been moved by this
glorious picture, When Peter and John faced
the Sanhedrin with the declaration, ** We must
obey God rather than men,” were they not mind-
ful of this scene? Dean Stanley well says: “ How

protest not only in the Roman amphitheater,
but in the more ordinary, yet not more easy,
task of maintaining the rights of conscience
against arbitrary power or invidious insult!
How many an independent patriot or unpopular
reformer has been nerved by them to resist the
unreasonable demands of priest or king!” We
recall Thomas Hughes’s picture of the boy Arthur
Stanley saying his prayers in the dormitory at
Rugby amid the jeers of the heedless boys, And
that talk over the Bible reading in Tom Brown’s
study, when the impetuous Tom, scorning Naa-
man’s compromise with his conscience, turns to
this passage and cries, *“ Look here ; this is what
makes my blood tingle ! " Ah, yes, Tom Brown,
it makes us all tingle with a new sense of the
grandeur of faith. I doubt if any Christian
martyr ever went to the stake without the
strengthening memory of these heroes.—E. M.
Noyes.

Two ways of deliverance, How different to the
eye of sense the dealings of God with some of
his servants from his dealings with others! The
three Hebrews are brought forth unscathed from
the fiery furnace ; the Maccabean martyrs perish
in the flames. Peter is delivered from the sword
of Herod ; from that sword which has just been
stained with James’s blood. The malice of an
emperor fails to hurt one John, and he is plunged
unharmed into the boiling oil ; another John has
his life given away at a wanton dancing girl’s
request.  Shall we say that God delivered those
and did not deliver these ? 8hould we not rather
say that those were delivered openly—these as
really delivered ¥— Tvench.

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

Let us turn to the forty-third chapter of Isaiah,
and read its assuring words: ** Fear not: for [
have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy
name: thou art mine. When thou passest
through the waters, I will be with thee; and
through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee :
when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt
not be burned ; neither shall the flame kindle
upon thee. For I am the Lord thy God, the
Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour.” No sincere
and steadfast soul need fear trial while that sin-
cere and steadfast word of the Lord abides,

These three men, grown from boyhood to man-
hood, fulfill the promise of their youth. They
had a fixed purpose to do right then; they can
be depended upon now. And being true to God,
they prove his eternal faithfulness to them. The
story is a spiritual tonic for us. The fiery fur-
naces are not all in the province of Babylon ;

often have these words confirmed the solitary

their fires were not exhausted there; nor was
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that furious monarch the only being who can ’ cirewmstances of this example here given. 1. An

throw God's people into the flames of trial.
There are others besides “ certain Chaldeans”
whose jealousy and hate bring good people into
trouble. The history of martyrs in the Church
has many parallels to this story of loyalty.
There are fiery furnaces of sorrow and trial for
us every day. Asa Christian you may be put
into one this very week by a test of principle,
when you are tempted to obey some other voi ¢
than that of your conscience and your God, O
may we, like these true servants of God, say,
« He whom we serve can deliver us if he will;
but if not, we will still serve and trust him!”
We may go into the furnace ‘‘ bound "’—unable
to help ourselves ; perhaps bound by habits or
infirmities which need the fire to burn them
away. And we may walk through it “loose,”
with a free and triumphant soul. We shall have
sweet companionship there, for Jesus will keep
his promise to be with us; companionship

sweeter than we should ever have known had we ‘

not gone into the fire with him, He will take

such care of us that not the smallest hurt can |

come upon us, for ““‘even the very hairs of our
head are numbered.” Because we trust him;
trust, when everything is dark and threatening :
trust so fully that personal ease and safety count
for nothing in comparison with integrity of soul—
this is the sort of Christian living which brings
men to God. Let the world see that “no other
God can deliver after this sort,” from sin, self,
and weakness, making us noble and loyal to
principle, victorious over all eircumstances how-
ever trying, and, like this heathen king, they will
be won to serve and worship him too. The
burning flery furnace with its blessed experi-
ence and glorious outcome is a present-day story §
the plain of Dura is your heart life and mine,

The Teachers’ Meeting.

State the earlier names and previous history of
these three young men....Relate the facts con-
nected with the golden image, and the events of
the lesson....Explain the meaning of * coats,”
“hosen,” “son of God ;" remembering that the
meaning of most of these phrases differs in this
lesson from their ordinary definition....Give
some truths which the lesson teaches concerning
God....This is a story which suggests its own
plan of teaching. Relate it from the beginning
of the chapter, and present the facts distinetly.
A series of WORD-rIcTURES might be given:
1. The great image on the plain ; 2. The multi-
tude bowing, while three erect forms are seen;
8. The furious king ; 4. The fiery furnace ; 5. The
“ form of the fourth ” in the fire, 6. The amaze-
ment of the beholders....ArrLicatios: 1. The

example in young men; 2. In high social posi-
tion; 3. Before many witnesses. 1I. The charac-
ter of this example. 1. Individuality—standing
alone ; 2. Courage ; 3. HHonesty ; 4. Conscience;
5. Faith, IIL The consequences of this example.
1. They were protected : 2, Honored ; 8. Useful.

R e e

How firm a foundation,

Fear ot ! God is thy shield.
Since Jesus is my friend.

One little hour for watching.
Stand up, stand up for Jesus,

A mighty fortress is our God.
0, sometimes the shadows are deep.

Whenever trials press my soul.

Striving to do my Master’s will,

Soldiers of the cross, arise,
AUTY AN

J ANGER

No command can be more imperative than the
dictate of conscience, The three Iebrews knew
whom they should serve, and when men fell in
worship before the golden image which the king
had set up they were faithful in duty, and dared
to disobey his decree. A miglitier King was with
them—One able to deliver them from the burning
fiery furnace. In him we, too, may trust and be
fearless in danger, knowing that if we are tried
and true like these young heroes of old, we may
claim the promise of his presence and pretec-
tion.

Blackboard.

J\BLE T0 DE[_
s *3/;*’1\{1‘\/[

| )\
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EARLESS AN
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|

Library References.
Tue Turee HEBREW CHILDREN, —Evans, Serip-
ture Biography, vol. iii, page 201. Robinson,
Seripture Chas  -rs, vol. i, page 302, Morris,

Sacred Biography, vol. ii, page 93. Stanley, Jew-
ish Chureh, vol. iii, pages 25, 39.
NEBUCHADNEZZAR.—Ragozin, Assyria, * Story
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of the Nations,” page 408. Geikie, Hours with the
Bibles, vols. v, vi (index). Stanley, Jewish Church,
vol. iil, page 15. Morris, Sacred Biography, vol.
ii, page 66. Kittell, History of the Hebrews, vol. ii,
page 389.  The Erpositor, third series, vol. X, page
307,

ORDEAL OF FIRE.—Lea, Superstition and Force,
page 266, Villari, Life of Savonarola, vol. ii, page
208, Oliphant, Makers of Florence, pages 321, 325,

Freeman’s Hanpsook : Ver. 15, Musical
instruments, 590. Ver. 20, The mighty men, 502,
Ver. 21, Various garments, 593.

SERMONS ON THE LESSON,

Verse 18.—Mosher, G. G.., *‘Character versus
Circumstances,” The Homiletic Review, Novem-
ber, 1805, page 424,

Verse 23.—Edmondson J., *“ The Hebrew Chil-
dren in the Fiery Furnace,” Short Sermons, page:
88, -

Verse 24, —Elliot, Joseph, “ The Astonishment
of Nebuchadnezzar as he Looked Into the Fiery
Furnace,” The Homiletic Monthly, February,1879,

page 269,

LESSON 1IV. THE HANDWRITING ON THE WALL.

[July 23..

GOLDEN TEXT. God is the judge. Psa. 7. 7.

AUTHORIZED VERSION.
[Read chapters 4 and 5.]

Dan. 5. 17-31. [Commit to memory verses
24-28.]

17 Then Dan’iel answered and said before the
king, Let thy gifts be to thyself, and give thy re-
wards to another ; yet I will read the writing unto
the king, and make known to him the interpreta-
tion.

18 O thou king, the most high God gave Neb-u-
chad-nez'zar thy father a kingdom, and majesty,
and glory, and honor: .

19 And for the majesty that he gave him, all
people, nations, and languages, trembled and
feared before him : whom he would he slew ; and
whom he would he kept alive ; and whom he
would he set up: and whom he would he put
down.

20 But when his heart was lifted up, and his | 2

mind hardened in pride, he was deposed from
his kingly throne, and they took his glory from
him:

21 And he was driven from the sons of men :
and his heart was made like the beasts, and his
dwelling was with the wild asses : they fed him with
grass like oxen, and his body was wet with the
dew of heaven ; till he knew that the most high

Giod ruled in the kingdom of men, and that he | -

appointeth over it whomsoever he will,

22 And thon his son, O Bel-shaz' zar, hast not
humbled thine heart,though thou knewest all this:

23 But hast lifted up th?'self against the Lord
of heaven ; and they have brought the vessels of
his house before thee, and thou and thy lords, thy
wives and thy concubines, have drunk wine in
them ; and thou hast praised the gods of silver,
and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which
see not, nor hear, nor know : and the God in
whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy
ways, hast thou not glorified :

24 Then was the part of the hand sent from
him ; and this writing was written.

25 And this is the writing that was written,
ME/NE, ME'NE, TE'’KEL, U-PHARRIN,

26 This is the interpretation of the thing:
ME'NE ; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and
finished it.

REevVISED VERSION,

17 Then Dan'iel answered and said before the
king, Let thy gifts be to thyself, and give thy
rewards to another ; nevertheless I will read
the writing unto the king, and make known

18 to him the interpretation. O thou Kking, the
Most High God gave Neb-u-chad-nez'zar thy
father the kingdom, and greatness, glory, and
majesty : and because of the greatness that
he gave him, all the peoples, nations, and
languages trembled and feared before him:
whom he would he slew, and whom he would
he kept alive ; and whom he would he raised

20 up, and whom he would he put down. But

when his heart was lifted up, and his spirit
was hardened that he dealt proudly, he was de-
posed from his kingly throne, and they took
his glory from him: and he was driven from
the sons of men ; and his heart was made like
the beasts, and his dwelling was with the wild
asses ; e was fed with grass like oxen, and
his body was wet with the dew of heaven :
antil he knew that the Most High God ruleth
in the kingdom of men, and that he setteth
up over it whomsoever he will. And thou his
son, O Bel-shaz’ zar, hast not humbled thine
3 heart, though thou knewest all this ; but hast
lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven;
and they have brought the vessels of his house
before thee, and thou and thy lords, thy wives
and thy concubines, have drunk wine in them;
and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and
gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which
see not, nor hear, nor know : and the God in
whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all

24 thy ways, hast thou not glorified : then was
the part of the hand sent from before him,

25 and this writing was inscribed. And this is
the writing that was inscribed, ME'NE, ME'NE,

26 TE/KEL, U-PHAR’SIN, This is the interpretation

of the thing: ME’NE; God hath numbered thy
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27 TE'KEL ; Thou art weighed in the balances,
and art found wanting.

28 PE'RES; Thy kingdom is divided, and
given to the Medes and Per'si-ans.

20 Then commanded Bel-shaz'zar, and they
elothed Daniel with scarlet, and put a chain of
gold about his neck, and made a proclamation
concerning him, that he should be the third ruler
in the kingdom.

30 In that night was Bel-shaz'zar the king of
the Chal-de’'ans slain,

31 And Da-ri'us the Me'di-an took the king
dom, 'wing about threescore and two years old.

Time.—538 B, C. Place.—Babylon.

Home Readings.
Belshazzar's feast. Dan, 5. 1-9.
Daniel called. Dan. 5. 10-16.
The Handwriting on theWall. Dan, 5. 17-31.
The temple vessels. Jer. 52, 12-10.
Prophecy against Babylon, Jer. 51. 47-58,
Herod’s punishment.  Acts 12, 18-23,
Found wanting. Luke 12, 13-21,

.
Tu.
W.
Th.

Lesson Hymns.

Canadian Hymnal.

ore years &hall roll,
more seasons come.

adian Hymnal.
hés resence how my soul

Oh, how preci:
learn at Jes

No. 89, New Can

The door of G mercy is open
To all who are f§eary of sin.
QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS.
1. The Crime, v, 17-23,
Who was the king spoken of in the lesson ?
What had God given his ancestor ?
Describe the power of the ancient kings ?

To what sins did thei. great power expose
them ?

What dangers may come to those upon a
throne ?

What punishment came to this king of Baby-
fon?

Why was he punished ?
2. The Sentence, v. 24-29,

What were the words written ?

What is the interpretation of each word ?

What is meant by * numbered thy kingdom ¢

How was the king * weighed in the balances ¥

In what way was the kingdom divided ¥

What did the scarlet and chain of gold signify ¢
3. The Execution, v. 30, 31

What happened to the king ?

27 kingdom, and brought it to an end. TE'KiL;
thou art weighed in the balances, and art
28 found wanting. PERES ; thy Kkingdom is di-
vided, and given to the Medes and Per si-ans,
20 Then commanded Bel-shaz’zar, and they
clothed Danfiel with purple, and put a chain
of gold about his neck, and made proclama-
tion concerning him, that he should be the
30 third ruler in the kingdom. In that night
Bel-shaz’zar the Chal-defan King was slain,
31 And Da-ri'us the Mede received the kingdom,

| being about threescore and two years old.

|

| Was there human agency in slaying the king?
Why was he slain ?

What is God declared to be ?
Who took the kingdom?

Do you know anything else about him ?

GovLpeN TexT.

|
| Teachings of the Lesson,

1. The wise man learns from the experience of
others. The foolish man learns nothing. e falls
into the sins of his predecessors, and he suffers,
He may suffer more than they, for more is re-
quired of him. He sins against knowledge.

2. Pride courts destruction. It is idolatry of
self. It blinds the eyes of sound judgment. It
ascribes the glory to the creature which belongs
to the Creator.

3. God weighs all men in the balance of his
judgment. The decision is either * wanting " or
‘“not found wanting.” Each man determines
by his life whether he is of the standard weight.
If he is, he is accepted in the great day of judg-
ment ; if he is not, he is rejected.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. The Crime, v. 17-

Who was king of Babylon at this time'?

In what pleasure was he indulging ?

What had happened to bring Daniel to the
banquet ?

Whose successor was Belshazzar ?
| Of what sin had Nebuchadnezzar been guilty ?
Verse 20,

What penalty had come to Nebuchadnezzar as
the result? Verse 21.

How ought this to have affected Belshazzar?

How did Belshazzar show pride ?

ITow had he shown irreverence ¢

How had he shown idolatry ?

How had he shown neglect of God ?
2. The Sentence, v. 24-29,

Who sent the hand that had written on the
wall ?

What were the words written ¥
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What did the word MENE mean ¢

What meant the word TEKEL?

What did the words UPHARSIN and PERES
mean ?

Wherein had Belshazzar been found wanting ?

What was declared to be the fate of his king-
dom?

Can yon find on the map the countries here
mentioned ¥

What did the Kking command concerning
Daniel ?

3. The Execution,v. 30-21.

How soon was God’s sentence against Bel-
shuzzar executed ¥

What was his fate ¢

What is said in Gal. 6. 79

Who took possession of his throne ¥

How did he treat Daniel? Dan. 6. 1, 2,

Practical Teachings.

Where in this lesson do we learn—
1. That God demands the service of men ¥
2. That God weighs the deeds of men ?
3. That God rules in the kingdom of men ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

Who was the new king of Babylon ?

Why do you think he was not a wise and sen-
sible king ?

How many lords did he invite to his feast? A
thousand.

What went on while the company were eating
and drinking? The enemy was getting into
the city.

What appeared on the wall to Belshazzar? A
hand, writing.

Who was called to read the writing ¢

Why did they send for him? Verses 11 12,

Did Daniel read the writing to get the reward ?
Verse 17,

What did Daniel say about Nebuchadnezzar

Who had weighed Belshazzar in his balances #
God.

Who had his kingdom ¢

What reward was given Daniel ?

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
(For the entire school.)

1. What did Daniel say to theking? ¢¢ X will
read the writing.”’

2. What is the meaning of the word * Tekel #
**Thou art weighed in the balances, and
art found wanting.”?
| 3. What was the condemnation of Daniel to
the king? ¢ Thou hast not humbled thine
heart,”?

4. What solemn truth should we all remem-
ber? GoLpeN TEXT: ¢ God is the judge,”?

tion of tne truth with t
by His providential

THE LESSON OUTLINE.

Three Men

1. NEBUCHADNEZZAR DISCIPLINED,
1. His sin.  Heart was lifted up. v, 20,
This great Babylon. Dan. 4. 30.
2. Hisdiscipline. Ile wasdeposed. vs. 20,21,
Endure chastening. Ieb. 12, 5-7.
3. His repentance. 70l he knew, v. 21,
Understanding returned. Dan, 4. 34,
II. BELSHAZZAR JUDGED, ¥
1. Pride. Hast not humbled. v, 22,
Gioeth before destruction, Prov, 16, 18,
2. Drunkenness. Have drunk wine. v. 23,
Be not drunk with wine. Eph. 5. 18,
3. Idolatry. Iraised the gods, v, 23.
They that make....like them. Psa. 115, 4-8.

in Babylon.

4. Impiety. God.... hast not glovified. v.23,
They glorified him not. Rom. 1. 21,

5. Doome Ou that night....slain. v.30.
Sin bringeth....death. James 1. 15,

I11. Danier HONORED,
1. For unworldliness. Thy gifts be to thy-
o). V.17,
Affection on things above, Col. 3. 2.
2. For faith.  God gave.. . . thy father, v. 18,
Through faith we understand. Heb. 11,3,
3. For courage. And thou his son. v. 22,
| Be strong in the Lord. Eph. 6. 10,
4. Forinsight. Thisisthe writing. vs, 25-28,
Secret of the Lord,  Psa. 25, 14
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EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTI

The great city of Babylon is encompassed by hostile armies, and the night [or its overthrow
has come. The conqueror named by Isaiah has subdued most of the empire, and in a few hours
the ** two-leaved gates ** are to swing open before him, and the *“broad walls’’ are to be “ utterly
broken.” One would suppose that ruin so impending would alarm the besieged inhabitants, but
the king and his soldiers have absolute confidence in the gigantic walls of their city. No Persian
host ean undermine them or elimb over them, and not until they are attacked from the inside can
they be broken down ; and so, the time for a great national feast coming on, the Babylonians keep
it with customary zeal and hilarity. But Cyrus's generals were as crafty as they were strong,
They had diverted the river, and were prepared to come in on its bed underneath the gates that
were depended on to baffle them. Meanwhile in the royal palace a sumptuous banquet is pre-
pared. Revelers of both sexes recline around the board. The holy vessels of Jehovah are lifted
to polluted lips, when suddenly the finger of Jehovah writes the doom of the city upon the wall.
From that time king and guests recognize that it is not merely Persian armies that are at their
gates, but Jehovah’s appointed messengers of ruin. It is terrible to listen to the old prophet’s
arraignment of the wicked and weak king. It is melancholy to watch Belshazzar as he thrusts
upon Daniel rewards for his wisdom even while the Persian army pours into the city, Years
before this Jeremiah, inspired by God, had written, ‘ One post shall run to meet another, and one
messenger to meet another, to show the king of Babylon that his city is taken at one end, and
that the passages [ferries) are stopped [seized], and the reeds [on the river bank] they have burned
with fire, and the men of war are affrighted.” On this day that prophecy was fulfilled. And so
Nebuchadnezzar's dynasty was numbered, finished, weighed, and divided; and Belshazzar was
slain.

Verse 17. Belshazzar, the king, was associated | ond ruler. Immediately .after this promise
with his father, Nabonidus, on the throne.|comes Daniel’s reply in this verse. Daniel.
Nabonidug was not himself a descendant of | Now an aged man. The king. Belshazzar.
Nebuchadnezzar, but, having come to the throne, | Let thy gifts be to thyself, and give thy re«
had confirmed his position by marrying Neb- wards to anothey. Your wealth and your
uchadnezzar's daughter. Belshazzar, therefore, | power will be needed for self-preservation to-
was a direet descendant of Nebuchadnezzar. | night. In this hour of your overthrow throw
Nabonidus’s empire was gradually crumbling | away no gifts on me. Yet I will read the

in pieces because of the steady conquests of the
Persiang and Medes, Belshazzar was hardly
more than seventeen years of age when killed,
Nabonidus had left him in charge of Babylon,
he himself having gone forth to meet the enemy.
The first part of this chapter tells how Belshazzar
kept a festival day in company with his nobles
and his wives and concubines. His calling for
the vessels taken out of the temple and using
them in the feast were acts of reckless profanity.
The company were ginging and shouting praises
to their carven and painted gods when “in the
same hour came forth fingers of a man’s hand,
and wrote . . . upon the plaster of the wall of the
king’s palace.” That wall, o far as we can learn,
was emblazoned with the records of the mag-
nificence of the royal family, and in the midst of
inseriptions of titles, victories, and exploits
comes this terrible message—Numbered, Num-
bered, Weighed, Divided. But neither the king
nor the guests could read it, and in the con-
sternation that ensned the queen suggested that
Daniel be called. The king called him and prom-
ised him scarlet clothing and a chain of gold,
emblematic of authority, and the position of third
ruler in the kingdom, he himself being the sec-

writing unto the king, and mnke known
to him the interpretation. Two acts which
are specified thronghont this narrative. Evi-
dently the writing itself could not be read, the
characters probably being unfamiliar, The in-
terpretation or meaning of the inscription wus
equally unknown,

18, The most high God. This was a term
which was so constantly applied to Jehovah
that it distingnished him from other gods, and
became gradually a proper name. Nebuchad-
nezzar thy father. Actually his grandfather.
A kingdom, and majesty, and glory, and
honor. The kingdom was a new one when
Nebuchadnezzar took it in hand ; it was a great
one, having no parallel for greatness on the
earth ; it was one that carried to its chief ruler
majesty in the eyes of its subjects, and great
earthly glory.

19. For the majesty that he gave him,
| all people, nations, and languages, trems
bled and feared before him. There is not in
| all literature a better portraiture of an absolute
monarchy than this verse presents, The tribes
of the southwestern corner of Asia were of very
idlvex‘se origin, children of Shem, Ham, and
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Japheth, people of races like the Jews and Arabs
mixed with races of Mongolian extraction and
muny others, and each nation had its own lan-
guage, The number of iunguages once spoken,
now not only *“dead,” but absolutely unknown,
is beyond human computation.  Languages
changed rapidly in the days before national
literature fixed them ; and it was an almost un-
exampled opportunity for unrestrained power
which was presented to Nebuchadnezzar, W hom
he would he slew, and whom he would he
kept alive. The lives of all men are in the
hands of a despotic king. Whom he would
he set up; and whom he would he put
down. There was no congress or parliament
or court apart from the royal law. The king was
an autocrat,

20. But when his heart was lifted up,
and his mind hardened in pride. One of
the sad results of all manner of sin is that de-
seribed by Robert Burns as the result of licen-
tiousness—it petrifies the feelings. His heart
lifted up took him away from brotherly regard
for his fellow-beings, and the hardening of his
mind was the natural consequence. He was
deposed from his kingly throne, e was to
learn that there was another greater than he,
the eternal King who could set up and put down
whom he would. ‘T'hey took his glory from
him. His authority as supreme ruler, the mag-
nificence of his kingly surroundings, all the in-
signia of monarchy, for, poor man, he had not
the mental vigor to use his kingly glory.

21. He was driven from the sons of men.
In short, he was a lunatie, afflicted by a mania
that led him to believe that he was a beast of
the field,  His heart was made like the
beasts, ““ITe made his heart like the beasts.”
His chief desire was no longer to enjoy royal
privileges, but to herd with the beasts, His
dwelling was with the wild asses, In some
parts of the uplands of Media the wild ass gal-
loped in herds in the waste places, like our buf-
faloes and wild horses of the Western plains.
They fed him with grass like oxen. Ile
wanted no other food. BSuch cases are not un-
known to authorities on insanity at the present
lime. His body was wet with the dew of
heaven. Out in the field he lived exposed to
Wl the elements. Till he knew that the
most high God ruled in the kingdom
of men, and that he appointeth over it
Whomsoever he will, In God’s good time
his reason was restored, and as it came back to
him it found him humble and trustful, ready to
receive from the hands of God either honor or
dishonor, ready to acknowledge that God was
his supreme Ruler,

; 22. Thou . . . hast not humbled thine
heart, though thou knewest all this. Thy
sin is all the greater because of thy heedlessness,
Thine own grandfather’s fate should have warned
thee. Thine errors are not of ignorance, but of
contempt of God.

23. Hast lifted up thyself. Like thy
grandfather (verse 20). Against the Lord of

| heaven. Which Nebuchadnezzar never did.
The vessels of his house. The holy vessels,

| jars, cups, knives, etc., which were used for

| sacred purposes in the temple in Jerusalem.

Have brought . . . hast praised. Their

self-iudfigence and their profanity are equally

| obnoxious to God’s wrath. The God in whose
hand thy breath is. A most striking truth,
true of Belshazzar and of us. Whose are all
thy ways. “It is not in man that walketh to
direct his steps.”

24. Then. When Belshazzar lifted himself
up against the Lord. This is the continuation of
Daniel’s speech. The part of the hand. The
fingers of the hand. Sent from him. From
God.

25. Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upharsin.
Numbered, Numbered (with the sense, also, of
Finished), Weighed, and Divided.

26. This is the interpretation of the
thing. We have seen that the characters were
probably unfamiliar to the Chaldean wise men.
When read the actual meaning of the words may
have been plain, but not their interpretation, or,
as we would say, application, Mene used twice
means numbered—that is, completely counted—
and the application is, that God has, if we may
venture on such a comparison, kept a day book
of Belshazzar's reign, and made an entry credi-
table or discreditable of every act. The record
i closed now, and the summing up of the ac-
count is altogether against Belshazzar,

27. Tekel means weighed, and the applica-

tion is, Belshazzar has been weighed in the
| balances, and found wanting. In almost
every age and language the action of the human
mind in deliberation has been compared to
weighing. The scales of justice had been in the
hands of the king himself, but he had misused
them. Now he is weighed in them, and found

{ worthless. The “ balances " by which men are
| judged and their fate fixed are not their own
| opinion of themselves nor the world’s estimata

of them, but the impartial judgment of the

| Lord,
| 28, Peres. Broken up or divided. The ap-
| plication is, Thy kingdom is broken up, and its

| pieces now belong to the Medes and Persians.
Belshazzar’s kingdom is divided, or severed from
| him, and passed over to the Persians,
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29. Belshazzar . . . clothed Daniel with
scarlet. Restored the old prophet to the rank
which he had held under Nebuchadnezzar.
The young king could not now avert the tem-

poral results of the vicious government of him- |

self and his ancestors, but he could at least act
with a kingly integrity, and he did. The gift of
the scarlet robe was, as we have seen, a sign of
rank, like the yellow jacket of the Chinaman.
Throughout the East the present of a dress from
a prince is a high honor. A chain of gold
was also an emblem of office.  Made a procla-
mation concerning him, that he should be
the third ruler in the kingdom. This was
the fact of dignity which the other two were the

emblems of. This promotion of Daniel was of
no service so far as Belshazzar's own rule was
concerned, but it must have had several glorious
results for Daniel himself and for the cause he
represented,

30. In that night was Belshazzar . .,
slain. Classic writers tell us of the suddenness
of Babylon’s overthrow. Cyrus's armies were
guided by two Babylonian deserters.

31. Darius the Median took the king-
dom. This Darius is probably the man known
to other writers by the name of Astyages, lle
| was really grandfather of Cyrus. Cyrus had
| practically dethroned him, but treated lim
4‘ kindly afterward and allowed him royal honors,

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

Verse 17. Let thy gifts be to thyself. These |

are not words of contempt, but rather the polished
expressions of oriental courtesy,

for making known his master’s will,  The world
has always had men willing to do the, right re-
gardless of reward. Nevertheless I will read
the w « Daniel had faith that Jehovah
would aid him not only to decipher the inserip-
tion, but that he should also give him the
necessary courage to declare its meaning to
the king.
warning
known,
Daniels,
18. Nebuchadnezzar thy father. The per-
son addressed is Be
was not properly the son of Nebuchadnezzar. 1lis
father’s name, as we learn from the inscriptions,
was Nabonidus,

and then unhesitatingly make it
Happy the land which has jts faithful

ZAr (S€e Verse

been called the father of Belshazzar., The word
*son " is constantly used in the Bible in the sense
of descendunt. Schrader argues that the word
“father ” is employed in this passage in the

of predecessor, “Why does Daniel call Belshazzar
king?

this passage as a blunder of the author of the |

Book of Daniel. Profane history knew nothing
of Belshazzar. Classic writers made Nabonidus
the last king of Babylon. Now, however, the
cuneiform inscriptions have again come to the

rescue ; not only was there a Belshazzar, but he |

was a firstborn of Nabonidus and held an im-
portant office under the king, his father. In-
deed, many of the best authorities think that he
was regent at Babylon on this fatal night while
Nabonidus was out in the field at the head of his

Daniel, the |
prophet and servant of Jehovah, wanted no pay |

Blessed the man who can read God's |

Though there is no positive |
evidence, it is not improbable that Nabonidus |
had married a daughter of the great king of |
Babylon. Inthat case Nebuchadnezzar could have |

Formerly it was quite common to brand |

army. Under the circumstances he might have
; been called king.

20. He was deposed. The best commen-
tary on this passage is the preceding chapter,
especially verses 31-37, which no teacher should
| neglect to read,

21. His heart. The word *“heart " is often
used in the Old Testament in the sense of mind,
or reasoning powers. The meaning, therefore, i
that he had become mentally deranged. Like

‘Ihe beasts. Ilis insanity was what the books
call zoanthropy, or, less correctly, lycanthropy.
He imagined himself an animal.  This
mental aberration has been known time

species of
and
The vessels of his house.  From
2 Chron, 36, 18, and verse 2 of this chapter we
learn that Nebuchadnezzar carrvied away the
sacred vessels from the temple of Jghovah and
deposited them in Ins treasure ho

were now sent for by the thoughtless king, per-
haps to honor his own gods, still more pr

to profane them by using them as ordinary ves
sels,  Such a sacrilegious act called forth the
judgment of Jehovah,  The_gods of silver,
and gold, ete.  That the Babylonians were poly
the and worshiped many gods is well known,
| The God . . . hast not glorified, The one
true God, the Creator and Preserver of all men
and things., The one in whom we live and move
and have our being, the Judge of all the earth
‘\\'ns neglected by this drunken reveler and his

|

fawning courtiers. Iow wicked to ignore our
| great Father in heaven !
24. Then was the part of the hand sent
| before him. In verse 5 we read : * Came forth
the fingers of a man’s hand,” or, more literally,
‘ “the end of the hand.”
25. Mene, cte. The exact translation is given

1 in the margin of the Revised Version: **Numbered,
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numbered, weighed, and divisions,”” The first
three words are participles, Upharsin is the
plural of Peres preceded by the prefix ““u,” which
means “and.”  Mene is repeated for emphasis.
This is a common way of emphasizing a thought
in the Semitic languages. Dauiel's interpreta-
tion is given in verses 20-28. The words are |
Chaldee or Aramaic ; why the wige men of Baby- |
lon could not read them is difficult to say. |
Hengstenberg's conjecture may be as near the |
truth as any: he says: “ The characters employed
in the writing must have been altogether un-
ustal 80 as not to be deciphered but by divine
illumination.””  But suppose the characters could
have been read, the fact remains that ancient
Hebrew and  Aramaie were written  without
vowels, Now take the vowels out of any poly-
syllabie word in English, and what a variety of
words may be formed from them. Strange
cnongh that some modern scholars, thinking
that Daniel did not cateh the real meaning of |
this mysterious inseription, propose this extraor- ‘
dinary  reading:  Mani  mana  sikla  wbarsi,
* Reckon a maneh, a shekel and (its) parts.” Or,
according to others: A maneh, a manch, a
shekel and half manehs,”

28. To the Medes. The inhabitants of Me-
dia, a country to the southwest of the Caspian
sea. Persin. It would be difficult to give the
exact boundaries of the ancient Persian empire,
which in the course of time completely swal-
lowed up that of Media. |

29, They clothed Daniel with purple. |
This does not contradict verse 15, which implies |
that Daniel was unwilling to accept any reward,
If the monarch wanted to honor Daniel, his will
was gupreme, the prophet could do nothing but
submit, It does seem that Belshazzar hoped to
appease the wrath of Jehovah by honorving his
prophet,  Third ruler in the kingdom. The
margin has, ** rule as one of three,” that is, to be

one of the triumvir. If Belshazzar was regent, | §

then Daniel would be the next in eommand, '

30, Inthat night « « « wasslaine Whether
I.\ the enemy, who had been for a long time be-
sieging the city, or by conspirators is not stated, |
Tradition tells us that the Medo-Persians entered
the ecity during the drunken revel of the Baby-
lonian nobl

31. D¢ the Mede. This Darius is nul‘
known to profane history. Neither the classic
writers nor any of the cuneiform insceriptions so
far discovered mention any person of this name,
That, however, does not make the passage unhis-
torical. It is only a few years since the advanced |
crities read Belshazzar out of the historical world,
and branded him as the imaginary creation of some
Jewish hero worshiper. The clay inscriptions of

Babylonia have since that time fully confirmed
Daniel’s report as to the historicity of Belshaz-
zar. ““This fact should make us slow to pro-
nounce judgment against other historical state-
ments in the Book of Daniel.” —7erry. Josephus
says that Darius was son of Astyages, and known
by another name to Greek writers (Ant. X,
11, 4). The most plausible theory, however, is
that Darius is another name for Gobyas of Gu-
tium, who may have acted as commander-in-chief
at the capture of Babylon, and as governor or
viceroy during the absence of Cyrus from the
capital. This view is made the more plausible
by the statement that Darius received the
kingdom. Some have confounded the Darius
of this passage with Darius Hystaspis, the Per-
sian who conquered Babylon some thirty years
later than the events of our lesson.

Thoughts for Young People.
The Sius of Belshazzar,

Daniel in his arraignment of Belshazzar speci-
fies certain sins which incurred God’s wrath and
brought God’s punishment. It is well for us to
ask ourselves if these sins are ever committed in
modern days, if we ever commit them,

1o Pride, Many men, like Belshazzar, have
fallen when they considered themselves strong.
Pride and vainglory bring poverty to the million-

aire, defeat to the military general, discomfiture to

every man and woman in business and in society,
and, what is more to our purpose, moral over-
throw to the Christian. We will not ask each
other if we have ever met people in the world or
in the Church who are sinfully proud. A
rather, Am ¥ Does it take the form of self-conceit
in me, or of defiance of authority, or of contempt
for others,
Pleasure.  Once God gave into the h
the welfare of his cg
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pllington,  Suppy » had brought to

nnlml men g
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through them in a spirit of levity, disdaining the
talents God has intrusted us with?
3. Drunkenness, In this sin, for the whole

narrative intimates that this sin was indulged in,

Belshazzar has his followers still, who sometimes

feel his terrors in an awakening conscience,

There is no sin more frequently reproved in the
than the sin of drunkenness.

success, of national aggrandizement,

tion of life to merely material aims, There are
some young men and women in business and
social life over whose interests there is written
MENE, TEKEL, PERES, although they know it
not.

5. Irreverence. Belshazzar took as ameans for
rioting the vessels of God’s house, and so showed
his contempt for God. Every man who takes
God’s name in vain upon his lips, who makes use
of membership in God’s Church to get trade or
votes or social influence, and holds God’s day in
contempt, commits this sin. Do we?

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

Belshazzar called for astrologers and sooth-
sayers to make known the meaning of the writ-
ing on the wall. Astrology is still at a premium
in the East, but the great occupation of astrolo- |
gers nowadays is to predict fortunate days.
Their rules are complicated for thus reading the
future. In Persia each has an astrolabe of ‘
brass, the silver ones being often very large and |
handsome ; some are said, by a recent writer on |
Persia, to be worth a hundred and fifty dollars. |
The king’s astrologer is esteemed a very great
man. Instead of the astrolabe, these astrologers
sometimes use rolls of six dice with a rod run
through the center, by the turning of which they
read destiny. These men are made much of as
rammals, to discover the whereabouts of lost or
stolen property. The great man who can have
an astrologer always with him is considered for-
tunate ; his business is to observe the stars and
cast the die on the astrolabe with its thousand
curious signs, and tell when to start on a jour-
ney, what physician to call, and whether to take '
the medicine or not after he is called. These as-
trologers understand a good deal of astronomy, '
and can caleulate an eclipse. The lore regard-
ing omens is very complicated, There is a table
by which these things are to be worked out, It
would seem troublesome enough to have to learn
whether it were a good or evil sign to let a hat, a
awhip, ora pen drop, to hear a crow or a bat, see 1

a snake, burn one’s clothing, have a bad dream
or a nosebleed, to have a cat jump into the lap,
or to weep or laugh in sleep. This would be
simple, but when the good or ill of which these
minor occurrences and a thousand others for-
bode varies with each day of the month, it cer-
tainly becomes a mysterious and complicated

piece of superstition, and affords an abundance

of room to befog the ignorant masses and juggle
from them their money. The astrologer is found
in the palace, and is consulted by the poorest,
Such was the condition in ancient Chaldea ; such
is it in Persia and other Eastern lands still.

By Way of Illustration.

Belshazzar’s sin, The crimes for which Bel-
shazzar was condemned were neglect of God
and the warnings given his fathers, and profan-
ing holy things to base uses. All irreverence in
the house of God, all punning and jesting with
sacred things, as the Bible and hymns, is akin to
the sin of Belshazzar.

There is a handwriting of warning and of
doom on the wall for every sinner. It may be
invisible for a time, like that kind of writing
which is invisible till brought to the fire or
touched with chemicals, but it is written where
his eye shall some time see it. The eternal laws
of God and his providence are a gigantic hand-
writing, the doom of every nation that refuses to
be righteous,—=Select Notes,

Belshazzar cannot interpret the writing. Belshaz-
zar shows us how far men sometimes are from
the power to interpret rightly the providence of
God. e could not translate the writing on the
wall.  The difficulty lay not in the fact that the
message was written in characters different from
those of his own tongue, but because it was su-
pernatural. The earthly cannot interpret the
heavenly. The pure in heart alone can see God.
As the blind cannot see the stars, nor the deaf
hear an oratorio, no more can the unspiritual see
Giod or hear his voice. The Spirit of God shows his
truth to the spirit of man.—J. E. Twuitle,

DBelshazzar doomed, Washington Allston spent
more than twelve years attempting to paint the
scene of Belshazzar's feast, and then left his
work unfinished. It is said that the chief diffi-
culty which the artist’s genius could not over-
come was that of depicting the despair of the
doomed king. Well it might be so, for it was
the despair of a lost soul brought suddenly face
to face with the retributive judgment of God,
written by a mysterious hand from another
world, What art can portray it in the look of a
human face? That picture is now in the Art
Museum of Boston. This unfinished condition
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is perhaps the strongest possible testimony to
the terror of a guilty conscience.—elps.

God's standard, Michael Angelo went into the
studio of a young artist who had just executed a
statue to stand in the public square. Angelo
saw its defects, and pointed them out to his
young friend. The exultant artist did not ap-
preciate the criticism, and said, complainingly,
that he believed Angelo’s eyes were defective.
“Well,” said Angelo, not the least disturbed,
**the light of the public square will test it.”” The
light of the public square is to test every human
life. The white light of heaven shall pour upon
it, from which no defect can hide,

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

Strange, is it not, that the more serious lessons
of life are seldom learned through the experience
of another ?

Most young people have to go through hard
places themselves before they will believe or
profit by what has happened to those who have
gone the same way before them,

Belshazzar’s father had learned by terrible ex-
perience the folly of pride, and that God holds
every human life in the grasp of almighty power.
When his heart was lifted up, and he was saying,
“‘Is not this great Babylon that I have built? "
he became a helpless imbecile, contemptible in
the eyes of men whom he had ruled with the
hand of a despot, until his understanding re-
turned to him and he honored the God he had
lightly despised. Wisdom's ways are ways of
pleasantness when we walk in them, but the
road by which we find wisdom is often necessa-

The balance does not waver one hair's weight.
What against his righteousness—the integrity
and truth by which he gives to every soul ex-
actly what it deserves, dealing justly with all
without respect of persons? Can you balance
his perfect righteousness with your own ?

What can you put against his mercy which has
forgiven, shielded, held back the just punish-
ment of sin, and filled your life with the grace
and hope of salvation? And his love—love that
suffered for you, died for you, bears with you,
cares for you, never fails you, Love beyond the
strongest and sweetest human love you ever
dreamed of ; unselfish, saving love! How can
you even the balance weighted with the great
love of God whose name is love? * Weighed,
and found wanting.” What then? Christ in us
is our only hope. ‘In him dwelleth all the full-
ness of the Godhead,” ‘“and ye are complete in
him.” Through faith in him we may be * filled
with all the fullness of God.” The balances of
justice swing even with Christ in the scale ; but
without Christ,

‘“ Weighed in the balance, and wanting;
Weighed, but no Jesus is there !
Weighed in the balance, and wanting :
Weighed and found lighter than air |

The Teachers’ Meeting.

1. The persons of the lesson and the facts of
secular history relating to each one, 2. The sins
for which Belshazzar is condemned. 3, The words
of the writing ; its prophetic import. 4. The sub-
stitution of Peres for Upharsin, 5. The accom-

| plishment of the ancient prediction....1. Bel-

rily rough.  His son, though he knew all this, did | shazzar and his relation to Nebuchadnezzar, 2.

not humble his heart, but lifted himself up

specify Belshazzar's sins, nor set before him a
frightful list of erimes as the reasons for that
mysterious  warning from the unseen world
which filled him with terror in the midst of ex-
travagant revelry. Only one all-inclusive charge
was brought against him. “ Thou hast not hum-
bled thine heart . . . but has lifted up thyself
against the Lord of heaven . . . and the God in
whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy
ways, hast thou not glorified.” For this the
éentence fell—*“ Thou art weighed in the balances,
and art found wanting.” I8 this writing for Bel-
shazzar only? What of me? What of you?
The balances are God’s justice, On one side is
his holiness, righteousness, mercy, and love. On
the other side, you, Not what you have done
or not done, but your character, yourself. How
does it weigh? What have you to put in the
scale against hisholiness ? O, that heart of sin !

| The great feast. 3, The handwriting on the wall,
against the Lord of heaven. Daniel did not |

the confusion of the magicians, the summons of
Daniel, 4. The sins which Daniel chargzed against
Belshazzar are committed at the present time by
whom? how? 5. God’s judgment upon all men ;
balances in which all are weighed ; what do these

For the teach-
ing of a class of young scholars it will be well to
borrow from the grocer or druggist a balance.
In default of this draw a picture of one on the
board. Some things that you buy in a grocery
are counted by number, like three dozen eggs ;
some things are weighed, like pounds of sugar.
If you find that the grocer is always giving you
one egg short, that will finish your business with
him. If you find that his goods weigh too little,
you will not trade with him any more. God had
tried Belshazzar, had given him a chance to be-
come a good governor, had numbered him and
weighed him, soto speak, and he was found want-
ing. So God weighs us one by one.

oA 5 F e
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There's a wideness in God’s mercy.

Deep are the wounds which sin has made.
I'm poor, and blind, and wretched.
Hasten, sinner, to be wise !

Iear thou my prayer,

I bring my sins to thee.

Come, ev'ry soul by sin oppressed.
Seek, my soul, the narrow gate.
Teach me, O Lord, by faith alone.
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page 240. Ewald, History of Israel, vol. v, |
2. Sayee, Puatriarchal Palestine, page 175, Geikie,
Howrs with the Bible, vol. vi, page 373.

FreemMaN’s Hanppook.—Verss 20, Gifts of
Raiment, 93 ; Necklaces, 476,

SERMONS ON THE LESSON,

Verse 23.-—Luckenbach, W. H.,, “Lite a Breath,”
The Homiletie Review, November, 1885, page 425,
Anonymons, “A Life Failure,” Preachers’ Maya-
zine, 1896 page 159,

Verse 27.—Payson, Edward, * Men Tried and
Found Defective,” Sermons, vol. ii, page 9.

Blackbhoard,

doom on the palace wall had weighed Bels

life in the balances, and found him wanting.,

has requirements for every life, according to our
talents and opportunities, e had given Bel-
shazzar much, and of him he required much. A
| life lived for self will be empty—*a life of noth
ings, nothing-worth.” God alone can give us
weight and worth of character.  Let us covenant
to serve him in the beauty of holiness, that he may
| not find us wanting in humility or reverence,

LESSON V. DANILL 1

N THE DEN OF LIONS. [July 30.

GOLDEN TEXT. The Lord is thy keeper, DI’sa. 12

Aurnonizep VERSION,
[Read the chapter. ]
Dan. 6. 10-23. | Commit to mamory verses 21-23.]

10 Now when Dan'iel knew that the writing
was signed, he went into his house; and, his
windows being open in his chamber toward Je-
ru'sa-lem, he kneeled upon his knees three times
a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his
God, as he did aforetime,

11 Then these men assembled, and found
Dan'iel praying and making supplication betore
his God,

12 Then they came near, and spake before the
king concerning the king’s deeree; Hast thou
not signed a decree, that every man that shall
ask a petition of any god or man within thirty
days, save of thee, O King, shall be cast into the
den of lions? The king answered and said, The
thing is true, according to the law of the Medes
and Per'si-ans, which altereth not,

13 Then answered they and said before the
king, That Dan’iel, which is of the children of
the eaptivity of Ju'dah, regardeth not thee, O
king, nor the decree that thon hast signed, but
maketh his petition three times a day.

10 And when Dan'iel knew that the writing was
| signed, he went into his house ; (now hiswin-
dows were open in his chamber toward Je-ru'-
sa-lem ;) and he kneeled upon his knces three
times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks be-
fore his God, as he did aforetime, Then these
men assembled together, and found Dan'icl
making petition and sapplication before his
2 God, Then they came near, and spake before
the king coneerning the king's inter Hast
thou not signed an interdict, that every man
that shall make petition unto any god or man
within thirty dave, save unto thee, O king
shall be cast into the den of lions? The king
answered and said, The thing is truc, accord-
ing to the law of the Medes and Per'si-ans,
which altereth not.  Then answered they and
gaid before the king, That Daniel, which is ot
the children of the captivity of Ju'dah, regard-
eth not thee, O king, nor the interdict that
thon hast signed, but maketh his petition
14 three times a day. Then the king, when ho
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14 Then the king, when he heard these words,
was sore displeased with himself, and set Ais
heart on Dan'iel to deliver him : and he labored
till the going down of the sun to deliver him,

15 Then these men assembled unto the king,
and said unto the king, Know, O king, that the
law of the Medes and Per'si-ans is, That no de-
cree nor statute which the king establisheth may
be changed,

16 Then the king commanded, and they
brought Dan'iel, and cast Zim into the den of
lions,  Now the King spake and said unto Dan’iel,
Thy tiod whom thou servest continually, he will
deliver thee,

17 And a stone was brought, and laid upon the
mouth of the den ; and the king scaled it with his
own signet, and with the signet of his lords ; that
the pulrposo might not be changed concerning
Dan‘iel,

I8 Then the king went to his palace, and passed
the night fasting: neither were instruments of
musie brought before him: and his sleep went
from him,

19 Then the King arose very early in the morn-
ing, and went in haste unto the den of lions,

20 And when he came to the den, he cried with
a lamentable voice unto Dan'iel: and the king
spake and said to Dan'icl, O Dan'iel, servant
of the living God, is thy God, whom thou
servest continually, able to deliver thee from the
lions ¥

21 Then said Dan'iel unto the king, O king, live
forever,

22 My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut
the lions’ mouths, that they have not huret me
forasmuch as before him innocency was found in
me : and also before thee, O king, have I done
no hurt,

23 Then was the king exceeding glad for him,
and commanded that they should take Dan'iel up
out of the den. 8o Dan'icl was taken up out of
the deny and no manner of hurt wis found upon
him, beeause he b A in his Gaod,

limes—After 538 B, €. Place.—Susa.

Home Readings,
M. Conspiracy against Daniel.  Dan. 6. 1-9,
7. Daniel in the Den of Lions, Dan, 6. 1017,
W Daniel in the Den of Lions, Dan. 6, 18-28,
Th, Trust in the Lord. Psa. 56,
£, God rather than man, Acts 5, 25-32,
N. Delivered. 2 Tim, 4. 1-8, 16-18,
S. Be faithful. Rev. 2. 1-10,

Lesson Hym

No. 52, New Canadi

The Lord’s our I
A shelter in

ymnal.

,in him we hide;
ime of storm,

No. 192, New, adian Hymnal.

the battle-cry!
! the foe is night.

|

heard these words, was sore displeased, and
set his heart on Dan'iel to deliver him : and he
labored till the going down of the sun to res-
15 cue him. Then these men assembled to-
gether unto the king, and said unto the <ing,
Know, O king, that it is a law of the Medes
and Per'si-ans, that no interdiet nor statute
which the king establisheth may be changed.
16 Then the king commanded, and they brought
Dan'icl, and cast him into the den of lions,
Now the king spake and said unto Dan'iel,
Thy God whom thou servest continually, he
17 will deliver thee, And a stone was brought,
and laid upon the mouth of the den ; and the
king sealed it with his own signet, and with
the signet of his lords ; that nothing might be
18 changed concerning Dan'iel. Then the king
went to his palace, and passed the night fast-
ing: mneither were instruments of musie
brought before him : and his sleep fled from
19 him. Then the king arose very carly in the
morning, and went in haste unto the den of
20 lions, Andwhen he came near unto the den to
Dan'iel, he cried with a lamentable voice : the
king spake and said to Dan'iel, O Dan'iel,
servant of the living God, is thy God, whom
thou servest continually, able to deliver thee
21 from the lions? Then said Dan’iel unto the
22 king, O king, live forever. My God hath
sent his angel, and hath shut the lions®
mouths, and they have not hurt me: foras-
much as before him innoceney was found in
me : and also before thee, O king, have [ done
23 no hurt.  Then was the king exceeding glad,
and commanded that they should take Dan'iel
up out of the den. 8o Duniel was taken up
ont of the den, and no manner of hurt was
fotind upon him, because he had trasted in
his God,

vo. 31, New Cang

How firm
s Taid £y

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOL A RS,
1. The Chamber of Prayer, v, 10-13.

What was the writing which was signed ¥

Why was the window open “toward Jerisa-
lem?"

What was Daniel’s special needefor prayer?

For what did he give thanks ?

For what purpose did the men assemble ?
Verse 11,

Why did they hate Daniel ?

Ought law to have respect to persons ¥

Should judges modify sentences upon individ-
uals for the same offense ¥

What is the *“ higher-law doctrine?” Is it cor-
rect?

ymnal,
ndation, ye saints of the Lord,
ur faith in his excellent word !
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2. The Royal Palace, v. 14-19. I
Why was the king displeased with himself ?

What was his command concerning Daniel ¥ |
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What command did the king give concerning

| Daniel ?

What did he say to comfortthe victim of his

‘Why did he think the God of Daniel would de- decree ?

liver him ? ‘
Why did he seal the stone of the den with his
signet ?
Why did the king pass a sleepless night ?
3. The Den of Lions, v. 20-23,
Why were the mouths of the lions closed ?
What is innocency ? Does it extend to the
thoughts ?
What did the king command ?
How did Daniel show his belief in God ?
What is the GoLbeN TEXT ?

Teachings of the Lesson.

1. True courage does not boast. It shines like
the sun, because that is its nature, and its rays
are glorious, Daniel said nothing to men, but
prayed ““as he did aforetime.” When Duty calls
Courage says, *‘ Follow !

2. It was the king who was uneasy. No mat-
ter what the law was, the king in hig heart felt |
the responsibility for punishing a good man, A
guilty conscience makes a coward king.

3. God takes care of his own. ‘There are
lions in the way,” cries the timid man, who
shrinks from the path of duty. A man may die,
and then God takes care of him, He may livl-,I
and his courage lead others to exclaim, *Thy
God is with thee.” l

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE {
SCHOLARS.,

1. The Chamber of Prayer, v, 10-13,

What foolish and wicked decree had Darius
made ? '

Who induced him to make it ?

Why did they hate Daniel ?

What did Danicl do when he knew that the de-
cree was signed ?

Why did he pray with his face toward Jeru-
salem ?

Who discovered Daniel praying “as he did
aforetime?”

What question did they ask the king ?

What did the king reply ?

What charge did they make ?
2. The Royal Palace, v. 14-19,

How did the king feel when he discovered into
what a trap he had been led ?

What did he set his heart on ?

How long did he continue to try to keep Daniel
from the lion's den ?

Who came to the king at sunset ?

How did they show the king that it was impos-
sible to set aside his decree ?

How was the lions’ den made secure ?

Why was the stone sealed ?

What other instance of sealing a stone can you
recall ?  Matt. 27. 66,

How did the king pass the night ?

What did he do early in the morning ?
3. The Den of Lions, v, 20-23.

To whom did he call out ?

What did he say ?

What says Peter about God’s power to deliver?
2 Pet. 2. 9.

What is our GoLpeN TexT ?

To whom did Daniel ascribe his safety ?

Why had the Lord kept him ?

How was the king affected by the reply ?

What command did he at once give ?

Was Daniel in any way injured ?

Practical Teachings.
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That wrongdoing destroys one’s peace ?
2. That rightdoing insures God’s favor ?
3. That it is safe to trust God ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

Who was now king of Babylon ?

To whom did he give a high place in the king-
dom ? ¢

Who became jealous of Daniel ?

What did they persuade the king to make? A
law against praying, except to the king,
for thirty days.

What did they do this for? To get Daniel
into trouble.

Did Daniel keep on praying to God? Yes,
and did not try to hide it.

Why could not the king change this wicked
law? Because it was a law of the Medes
and Persians. ~

Where was Daniel thrown ?

Was the king happy about it ?

How did he try to comfort Daniel ?

‘Where did he go early in the morning ?

What did he find ?

What became of Daniel’s enemies ?

THE LESSON CATECHISM
(For the entire school.)
1. What may weaffirm of aholy man? GOLDEN
TexT: ¢ The Lord is thy keeper.*?

|cree? He prayed and gave thanks to God
| as aforetime,

2. What did Daniel do in the face of the de-
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ment of the
all His creatures
; proves their hearts
heir sins; answers their
all things work together for
love Him.

i.28. And we know that all things
ether for good to them that love God, to
ho are the called according to his purpose.

3. What effect had the decree upon the king?| God, by His providential
He was sore displ d with himself. woild through Christ, cai

4. What did he try to do? To deliver | .4 forall the children o
Daniel.

5. What did Daniel cry to the king? ¢ O
king, live forever.””

and corrects them
prayers; anud m

CATECHISM. Roman

accomplish in the provi- | work
dential governmegl of the world through Christ/ th

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
‘The Man Daniel.
1V. A MaN BELOVED,
Set his heart on Daniel, v, 14,
Favor and tender love. Dan. 1. 9.
A man greatly beloved. Dan. 10, 11.
V. A Max oF Farrn,
My God hath sent, vs, 22, 23,
Through faith....stopped. Heb, 11. 83,
Have faith in God. Mark 11, 22, 23,
VL A MAN oF RIGHTEOUSNESS,
Tunocency was found., v. 22.
Not....any occasion. Dan. 6. 4, 5.
Blameless and harmless. Phil. 2. 15,

I. A MAN OF PRAYER.

He kneeled. . . .and prayed. v. 10,
Evening....morning....noon. Psa. 55, 17,
Pray without ceasing, 1 Thess. 5. 17, 18,

II. A MAN OF COURAGE.

Windows. .. .open. .. found Daniel. vs, 10, 11,
Confess me before men. Matt. 10, 32,
Fear not them, Matt. 10. 28.

III. A MAN OF PRINCIPLE,
Daniel. . . .vegardeth not, v. 18,
Whether it be right. Acts 4. 19,
Obey God rather than men. Acts 5. 29,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

The first nine verses of this chapter tell of the rearr of the kingd under Darius the
Median, and of the jealonsy that arose around Daniel as a consequence of this rearrangement. A
conspiracy was formed to displace him from his official post. As he was conspicuous for his re-
ligiousness, they agreed to seduce the king into the signing of a decree which would conflict
with Daniel's religious habits. This decree forbade the offering of a petition to any god or
man, excepting the king, for thirty days, under penalty of death in a den of lions, Daniel heard
of the decree, but he prayed publicly and privately just as he had done before. His disobedience
was promptly reported to the king. The king sought in vain to set aside the wicked law he had him-
sclf made, but was compelled, with much pain of mind, to send Daniel to the den of lions. Then
all night long he sat in sorrow fasting, while Daniel remained without terror in his stony prison,
When early in the morning the king came to inquire about Daniel the aged prophet was able to re-
port that God had sent his angel to shut the lions’ mouths. Darius condemned to death the men
who had accused Daniel, and punished even their families, while all the world was ordered by him
to tremble and fear the God of Daniel,

Verse 10. When Daniel knew that the [and can be opened or shut at pleasure. He
writing was signed. When he knew that | kneeled upon his knees three times a day,

there was no opportunity for him to advise the
king, and no power on the part of the king to
take the advice he would have given him, he
went into his house. Hastened home for
private prayer; he never needed it more than
now. His windows being open in his
chamber toward Jerusalem. Ilis chamb

and prayed, and gave thanks before his
God, as he did aforetime. So far as we
know kneeling was not a habit of prayer among
the Hebrews. It has been suggested, indeed,
that Daniel’s kneeling was simply an inclination
of the knee, a gesture of reverence ; but it is of

was probably an upper room, for in such rooms
the Jews were fond of offering their prayers. All
Hebrews worshiped with their faces toward the
temple if in Jerusalem, toward Jerusalem if in a
far country. Not all the windows in the East
are movable, but many are made of latticework,

no o il It is the posture of the heart,
the humble and the contrite spirit, that God
loves,

1. These men. The presidents and
princes. Assembled. Rushed tumultuously
together, so as to come upon Daniel by surprise,
They had heard his voice and had seen him throw
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the latticework open, and now they pounced in
upon his privacy while he was praying and
making supplication before his God, Ile
recognized the peril by which he was surrounded,

12. Hast thou not signed a decree, cte,
They say nothing about Daniel, for that would
have aroused the king’s friendly spirit. They
put their question in such a form as to pnt the
king on his mettle and increase his obstinacy.

13. That Daniel. A contemptuous phrase.
The captivity of Judah. Like lawyers, they
omit every fact of his life that would be compli-
mentary to him, and think of him as a homeless
captive not owning his own person. The glories
of his years of high statescraft are ignored by
these men. Regardeth not thee, O king.
Here is another trick of the pettifogger.  They at-
tempt tomake it a personal disregard of the king.

14. The king . . . was sore displeased
with himself. The Revised Version omits
“with himself,” but it is a colloquialism which
helps us to understand the king's position, He
had suffered himself to be entrapped. e was
afraid that the princes who had conspired against
Daniel might conspire against him, He was
afraid of popular opinion concerning himself.
By his blunder he had shown himself not to be
divine. On theother hand he had a zenuine re-
gard for Daniel. Set his heart on Daniel to
deliver him. That a man brought up as an
oriental king should be petulant and whimsical
is natural indeed, that such men shonld ever be
strong and brave seems strange, and yet most of
them were capable of arousing themselves to
splendid activity, And doubtless Darius did his
best for Daniel now. He labored till the
going down of the sun to deliver him, We
can only suppose that he labored or wrestled with
the law, trying to find some authority for change
.of sentence. And meanwhile he delayed the ex-
ecution of the sentence.

15. Assembled. ‘Tumultuously,” as he-
fore. Know, O king, etc. The postpone-
ment of the punishment of Daniel aroused the
conspirators. They must threaten the king, else
he would not carry out their plans and his own
word, and the threat of this verse has a revolu-
tionary sound.

16. Cast him into the den of lions, It
is probable that this den was a sort of cage in
the royal gardens, for we know that lions were
thus preserved in ancient Babylonia, and that it
was a cage seems likely from the king’s later con-
versation with Daniel. Thy God whom thon
servest continually, he v ill deliver thee.
The very fact which leads to his conviction and
punishment in the courts of men is the fact that
in the sight of God will justify him. Devout

heath s of all sorts and a great many devout
Jews believed in the existence of many gods,
We are not to suppose from this verse that
Darius believed that Jehovah was the real and
omnipresent God, hut rather that he was a god,
and as faithful to his worshipers as all gods were
supposed to be,

17. A stone was brought, and laid upon
the mouth of the dens and the King
senled it with his own signet, and with
the signet of his lords.  The stone was very
probably placed at the mouth of the den simply
to receive the signet. A cord may have been
laid across it and fastened on each end by alump
of clay on which was stamped the r« wyal seal. So
our Lord’s tomb was sealed,  That the signet of
his lords was added, as well as that of the king,
shows the great importance of the Persian nobil-
ity in national affairs, That the purpose
might not be changed. * That nothing might
be changed concerning Daniel.”  The king him-
self must be bound as well as the humblest sub-
jeet of the realm,

18, The king went to his palace. From
the court room where Daniel had been sentenced,
Passed the night fasting. That night Daniel
slept more happily on the floor with hungry
lions about him than did Darius on his cushions,
Fasting carries the idea both of lack of appetite
and sleeplessness. 1lis nerves were racked by
the anxiety of his mind. Instruments of mu«
sie. Revised Version margin, * dancing girls.”
Xenophon describes Darius as vain and without
self-control, and thoroughly devoted to wine
and women. An occasion, therefore, when he
turns with loathing from both wine and women
is noted by the historian as something unusual.

19. The king urose very early in the
morning. At the glimmer of the dawn. Ilis
grief at last overcomes his fear of the nobles. The
wretchedness of his night had doubtless been
food for court gossip, and probably many eyes
watched his journey to the den of lions.

20. A lamentable voice, Tlis tones be-
spoke his emotions, Servant of the living
God. And the only living God. 'Whom thon
servest continually, Here is another allusion
to Daniel’s constant prayers,

21. O king, live forever. The usual form
of salutation to an oriental monarch.

22. My God. Not the God only. The per-
sonal appropriation of the friendship of Jehovah
is very instructive, God is our God. His angel.
Both Persians and Jews believed in the existence
of angels. Daniel doubtless had the same beliel
in the interferene of an actnal angel as Peter had
in the day of his deliverance, Shut the lions’
mouths. 8o spiritually God defends his serv-
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ants from him who goeth about like a roaring
lion seeking whom he may devour. Before
him innocency was found in me. Not that
Daniel had never committed a sin, but that in
this cuse he had done right; because he stood up
for his God, God will stand for him. Before
thee, O King, have I done no hurt. If
Danicl had disobeyed Darius for any other pur-
pose than to obey his God, he would have been
guilty of disrespeet and contumacy.

23. Then was the king exceeding glad
for him, and commanded that they
should take Daniel up out of the den.
He hastened to undo the evil result of his action.
Because he believed in his God. Iere is
the philosophy of Daniel’s deliverance, 1le be-
lieved in his God, and would do what his God
ordered, regardless of results, We are not sure
that he expected a miraculous deliverance ; that

mattered not,

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

Verse 10. When Daniel knew. Be sure to
read the first nine verses of this chapter. His

| the same as to acknowledge the fallibility of the
| ruler, and thus reduce him to the rank of fallible

windows were open in his chamber toward | men.

Jerusalem. The word rendered * chamber "
really means an upper chamber, situated on the
roof of the house ; thus a place of retirement, suit-
able for meditation and praye

13. Of the children of the captivity,

| Notice the language, not one of the three highest

in authority, but, a foreigner, a miserable Jewish

comp. 2 8am. 18, | captive, This is the man who refuses divine ado-
35,1 Kings 17,19 ; and Acts 10.9).  The custom of 1

ration to thee, O King, and is therefore a rebel

praying with the face toward the sanctuary was an | against thy divinely ordained power,

old one (see 1 Kings 8. 35; Psa. 28, 2), and was |

founded upon the belief that Jehovah dwelt in a
special manner in the temple at Jerusalem. The
customis still prevalent among the orthodox
Jews, The Mohammedans turn toward Mecca,
and indeed some Christians turn their faces to-
ward the East while praying in the churches. He
kneeled. This has ever been a favorite position
in prayer (see 1 Kings 8. 54; Ezra 9. 5; Luke 22. 41;
andoften). Three times aday. Thisseems to
have been a preexilie custom (see Psa. 55. 17). The
hours were about 9 A, M., 12 M., and 3 p. M., the first
and the third corresponding to the time for the
morning and evening sacrifice. The Jews to this
day observe three seasons of daily prayer, the ex-
acthour varying with the length of the day. As
hedid aforetime. Notto defy the king, nor for
mere show, but to satisfy the longings of his soul,
He simply did as he had been accustomed to do,

11. Then these men., The politicians who
were jealous of Daniel, who had been placed over
them (see verse 3), assembled together, Liter-
ally, rushed tumultuously, 8o anxious were they
to surprise Daniel in the very act, so that they
could bring direct testimony against him. The
Persians were noted for their system of espion-
age,

12. Save unto thee, O king. It was quite
customary among ancient nations to regard the
ruler as divine and thus worthy of adoration and
worship. Law of the Medes and Persinns,
The unchangeableness of these laws is referred to
also in verse 15, and in Esth, 1. 19; 8.8, Terod-
otus also mentions such a law. The reason for
such is very easy to see. To change any legisla-
tion sanctioned or decreed by the king would be

14, Then the Kking . .. was sore dise
pleased. Or rather, was distressed or grieved.
Set his heart on Daniel to deliver him, The
word ““ heart " is used here as often in the Old
Testament in the sense of ** mind.” The king re-
volved the matter in his mind. He tried to think
of some plan by which Daniel could be rescued,
Till the going down of the sun. Hedelayed
the execution of the sentence to the very last
minute. The law required that sentences should
be carried out on the very same day.

16. Den of lions. Lions and other wild ani-
mals were kept in the royal parks, as they are
now in zoological gardens. The custom of pun-
ishing criminals by throwing them to the wild
beasts was an ancient one, and, cruel as it was,
delighted the Romans centuries after this. The
Babylonian inscriptions refer to this mode of ex-
ecution. Thy God . . . he will deliver thee.
Rather, may thy God deliver thee ; I cannot ; I am
bound hand and foot by the laws of my country.
He had, perhaps, heard of Jehovah’s miracles in
behalf of the Jews, and thus may have had a faint
hope that Daniel could be rescued.

17. And a stone « . . the mouth of the
den. The shape and size of the den can only
be a matter of speculation. We may conjecture
that they had openings in the side and a large
hole on top for purpose of feeding as well as to
drop in those condemned to death. And the
king sealed it. 8o as to give the act his royal
sanction, and to render the den secure against
all interference (see Matt, 27, 66). Among the
most interesting archaological remains is a vast
number of seals of all deseriptions. Some of them
have the picture of a king slaying a lion with a
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sword. And with the signets of his lords.
This twofold sealing may have served as a check
upon both king and lords, * for neither king nor
courtier should rescue Daniel.” Our museums
furnish many examples of double sealing.

18. And passed the night fasting, as
Luther aptly says. Ile went to bed supperless.
Grief often robs one of his appetite. Instru-
ments of music. This should be, according to
the best authorities, ¢ dancing girls,” or ‘‘ concu-
bines.” 8o the margin of the Revised Version. |
Hissleep fled from him. 8o grieved was he at |
his failure to rescue Daniel.

20. Servant of the living God. Or, the |
God of life, the one who had preserved Daniel in
so miraculous a way. The Medes and Persians
had lofty ideas of the nature of God, they did not
worship idols, and they taught that Ormazd was
the * author of all desirable life.”” According to
Rawlinson, the word Ormazd means *‘ the great
giver of life.”” Whom thou servest contin-
ually. Daniel served God at all. times, in all
places, and under all circumstances, not simply
when it did not interfere with his promotion,

21. O King, live forever, corresponding
exactly to the English, *“ longlive the king.” The
salutation was peculiarly oriental and constantly
used (see Dan. 2.4; 8.9; b.10; and Neh, 2. 3).
The cuneiform inscriptions abound in similar
phrases, It was also used to the kings of Israel

iel. We may not be delivered miraculously, as he
was, but whether delivered or not, the only safe
thing is to trust God, and do what we know to be
right. No one can fully trust God without doing
right ; no one can do right and fail.

Thoughts for Young People.
Concerning Kings and Subjects.

1. I is nota king, but a slave, who acts with hasty
temper. Hasty actions are certain to be followed
by vain regrets. Darius was fettered by his own
foolish mandate.

2. Heis not a king, but a slave, who secks the in-
Jjury of others. And he is a slave not only of his
own evil nature and of Satan, whom he serves,
but also of the forces which he seeks to use for
the injury of those he hates ; for a plotting man
is almost certain, even in this life, to fall into the
pit which he has digged for other men.

3. e only is a king who serves God. For God's
service gives one authority over the evil passions
of his own character through the unpleasant in-
cidents of life. The Lord of hosts is his defender,
and no harm can come to the soul whom God de-
fends.

4. The most powerful kings of earth are powerless
when compared with the King of heaven,

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

(1 Sam, 10, 24 and 1 Kings 1. 81).

22. My God hath sent hisangel. The be-
lief in angelic interposition was common in every
period of Jewish history. The Persians also
believed in the existence of angels, and that they
played an important part in the administration
of the world, The doctrine of angelology is more
fully developed in Daniel than in the earlier books
of the Bible ; thisis no argument for saying that
he borrowed his ideas from Persian sources.
Innocence was found in me. Danicl’s con-
science pronounced him innocent, God ratified
this conclusion by sending his angel to shut the
mouths of the lions.
man who has Gad on hisside.  And also before
thee, O King, have I done no hurts Noman ‘

Noreal harm can befall the

Darius was of royal ancestry. Ile had in-
| scribed on a rock in Behistun : * From antiguity
| our race has been kings. There are eight of our
race who have been kings before me; I am the
ninth.” Yet he was but deputy king, being
| made such by Cyrus, Ie was amaster in orzan-
i ization. He became the source of all authority
and all dignities. There was a council consist-
ing of the seven leading families, and a heredi-
tary subnobility sat without the will of the
king ; but this relic of a period when Persia had
not yet become an empire had neither power
nor influence against the bureaucracy which
managed the government and even the king him-
self.

This may throw some light on the assembly of

can hurt man by serving God. Those who serve | the president: of the kingdom, th: governors
) | " :
God best render the best service to man, The and the princes, the councilors @ d captains

best way to serve God is at all’ times to stand up
unflinchingly for the right and truth.

23, Then was the king exceeding glad. ‘
His sorrow of verse 14 is now turned to gladness. |
He rejoiced so much the more because he knew
well that righteous Daniel did not deserve the
treatment which he himself, though unwillingly,
had consented to beinflicted upon him. Because
he had trusted in his God. It isas easy to
trust in God to-day as it was in the time of Dan-

(verse 7), consulting together to estal lish a royal

| statute, and to make a firm decree ; the king ap-

parently having little choice but to put his scal
to their decree, The empire was divided into at
least one hundred and twenty satrapies, com-
munication being kept up by posts, the roads all
centering in the capital at Susa. The satraps
were like small kings, and were generally con-
nected with the king by birth or marriage.
! Royal secretaries sent up reports from these su
'
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traps to the capital. Over these hundred and whosoever refused to take some natural form of
twenty satraps were three presidents, of whom ' devotion would in time lose the spirit of devo-
Daniel was chief, and he was appointed viceroy of | tion.—Bible Studies,

the whole kingdom. The envy of the entire body |
of officers of the land led them to invent a device |
tomake way with Daniel. They prepared a decree '
to entrap Daniel, and Darius signed, or rather |
sealed, the decree. All these lords had special

official or personal seals, and when Daniel was

Trust in God brings calmness, During the great
London earthquake, when thousands were terror-
stricken, and buildings were falling, and the
ground was rocking like the ocean in a storm,
Wesley gathered his followers about him and
read to them the forty-sixth psalm, beginuing,
God is our refuge and st rength, a very present
help in trouble.”

In one of the art galleries of Europe there is a
?lt:;‘clc‘:":“u:::j';?v;:e:h: ?v:li‘::?nh:‘;uﬂt:i:?n;: painting of a marty:: asleep, before his combat
o . g b PN with the lions, the jailor coming to the open
what is called *“imperial cipher. They are | door which reveals the vast crowd thronging the
B"“le'd by the minister of state. Individuals amphitheater, the lions fierce with hunger thirst-
ﬁﬂ:ﬂ)hf::;;z:':f‘:lhln::k?ziog :";t;‘::frﬁ: |ing for blood, and the calm celestial peace on
The impressions are nowadays made with ink, | mﬁ:‘,‘ © of the Christian asleep, so soon to be a
but in ancient times the signet was stamped on | S
clay when soft, which became permanent when Daniel in the lion's den. Hannington, the
ithardened. It was not merely decrees and doc- | Martyr missionary of Africa, was at one time
uments which were sealed, but whatever was in- |on his tour into the interior of that coun-
tended not to be opened was secured in the same [try, wandering a mile from camp in search of
manner. The seals were sometimes cylinders of | botanical specimens, He saw an animal moving
clay ; or of precious stones ; or of terra cotta set | in the dense undergrowth, and without thinking
ina frame, and rolled over the document, which | fired and killed it. It proved to be a large lion’s
itself was often of baked clay sealed while wet ’ cub and his gun bearer at once fled, screaming
and burnt afterward. Some seals were them- l‘ to Hannington to run. Two immense lions, the
selves a lump of clay impressed with the seal and | Parents of the dead cub, came bounding toward
attached to the document, him with long leaps over the bushes, and a
The king repaired to his palace and spent a | Weaker man would have turned and tried in vain
sleepless night, refusing the music and story-tell- | 10 escape. Hannington faced the angry crea-
ers usually employed to divert his mind from | tures. They halted within a few feet of him as
business cares and soothe him to sleep, a custom ! if held in check by something which they saw in
current still throughout Asia, his eyes. For a few minutes he looked steadily
It was among the cruel customs of Persia that | into the glaring vellow orbs, and then quietly
capital punishment should be sometimes admin- | Placing one foot behind another, still looking
istered by throwing condemned persons to wild | them in the eye, he put a hundred feet between
beasts, specially to lions; and it is well worthy | himself and them, Blld then turned and walked
of note that the Bible narratives accord with : into the camp.—£. N, Puckard,
ascertained usage in the case of the fiery furnace | Danicl’s courage and  faith influenced others,
into which the Hebrew young men were thrown, | Even the most frivolous and profane will respect
and also in that of the den of lions, The first is you all the more when you have the courage to
located in Babylon, and the latter in Persia, it | stand by your conscientious convictions, Men

put into the den of lions, not only was the seal of ',
the king put on the stone securing the entrance,
but the seal of every one of these lords. |

being the Babylonian rule to execute criminals
infire and that of the Medo-Persians by expos-
ure to wild beasts. The Persians held fire sa-
cred, and would not pollute it by contact with
acorpse,

By Way of lllustration.
Duaniel’s prayer-life,  8ome one has said that no
time is lost from the harvesting by sharpening
the scythe.  One of Luther's sayings was, ** To

of the world expect Christ’s followers to stand
by their colors. Captain Hedley Vicars, a gal-
| lant officer in the British army, was converted
during the Crimean War, His messmates Jjeered
at him, called him * Methodist” and * fanatie,”
and tried to laugh him out of his religion. He
had a Bible on the table in his tent and said,
“There are my colors; that book shall speak
for me.”  He stood by his colors and silenced
the scoffers. At Stirling I met a soldier who

iray is to work.” Daniel’s posture in prayer served with Vicars in the Crimea, and he told
Vas also the most helpful to the spirit of prayer. | me that the young hero was a spiritual power
President Hopkins used to tell his pupils that J in the regiment.—7. L, Cuyler,
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Heart Talks on the Lesson.

Daniel’s three friends were young when they
chose a fiery furnace rather than deny their God.
He was old when this great trial came to him,
¢ A hoary head is a crown of glory if it be found
in the way of righteousness.” The glory of this
hoary head shines through the ages, illuminating
for us the truth that God is able to keep and to
deliver under all circumstances those who obey
and trust him. How truly truly is it said, ** This
God is our God forever. e will be our guide
even unto death.”

What a thrill of pride we feel for this ¢ grand
old man” who was so faithful to every public
and private trust that there was not ‘“any error
or fault found in him.” Good and true in his
youth, he commanded respect in old age. Settled
in principle and purpose, nothing disturbed the
steadfast calm of his spirit. God had become
very real to Daniel through years of obedience
and companionship. To obey any man’s will
was not worth a thought when it conflicted
with God’s will or interrupted comimunion with
him.

I love to read over and over again that verse |
so full of restful confidence, so expressive of a
goul at peace. ‘‘Now when Daniel knew that
the writing was signed, he went into his house ;
and, his windows being open in his chamber
toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees
three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks
before his God, as he did aforetime,” He said

The Teachers’ Meeting.

State who are referred to by ‘‘the king”
“Daniel,” “the Medes and Persians,” “ these
men,” ete....State the events which led to the
incident of this lesson. ... What traits of charac-
ter shown by (1) the accusers? (2) the king? (3) the
prophet ?.... What lessons are herein tanght con-
cerning (1) God ? (2) angels ? (3) good men ¥, .,
What d s does the lesson teach especially suit-
able for young people?....No other lesson could
be chosen which presents a series of pictures more
intensely dramatic than this. The plot against
Daniel should be made clear to the mind of the
student. . ..Incidental thoughts are (1) The value
of prayer; (2) The faithfulness of God ; (3) The
value of the Christian character of trialand test;
(4) The priceless advantage of a good conscience,
....The weights in the balance against Belshaz-
zar: (1) Pride; (2) Conscienceless pleasure; (3)
Drunkenness ; (4) Idolatry ; (5) Impiety.

R

How firm a foundation.

In thy cleft, O Rock of Ages.
In the secret of his presence.
Dare to do right !

1f my disciple thou wouldst be.

Jesus, Saviour, pilot me,
Whenever trials press my soul.
1 am safe in the Rock.

with David, * The Lord is my light and my sal-
vation ; whom shall I fear?" The windows were
open toward Jerusalem, and the prospect that
way was 8o charming that he looked over and
beyond Babylon and the lions, and probably
never saw them at all. Happy, victorious, fear-
less, grateful soul! The trial was before him ;
he knew the king would be obliged to keep the
decree, but he * gave thanks before his God,”
just 3 if he had heard the happiest piece of news
that could come to him. That was his habit ;
he was £o-used to praying and giving thanks
that it would have been harder not to do it than
to go on as usual, even at the cost of life. The
sequel of the story is not surprising when we

Be with me every moment.
Go forward, Christian soldiers.

Blackboard.

ADOORor
| OXENY
! ]

ENyso
ISHONR I
GoD ‘

——U—U

consider the character of the man and his fel- |
lowship with “the things unseen.” e kept |
faith with God, and God kept faith with him. |

ESCAPE][0F LIONS

The lion’s den must needs be. It was a hard
and strange experience for an old man who had
done good and lived righteously all his days.
But God suffered him to go into it. Better a
lion’s den, with God to shut the lion’s mouth,
than never to experience what God can do for
his friends who trust him.

Daniel was confronted by a hard alternative.
His enemies knew he worshiped God faithfully,
and therefore secured from the king an irrevoca-
ble decree, ordering that all who during thirty
days prayed to God should be cast into the den
of lions, To deny God and dishonor him by neg:
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lecting prayer was a door of escape from proba-
ble death. Daniel did not hesitate in his choice,
but continued his devotion openly and fearlessly,
and *“ because he believed in his God” was de-
livered without hurt, and restored to favor and
honor.  The Lord is the keeper of those who
choose the right and put their trust in him.
Library References.

DANIEL IN THE LionNs' DeN.—Deane, Daniel,
His Life and Times, page 106, Taylor, Daniel the
Beloved, page 105, See also the references on
Daniel for July 9.

FREEMAN'S TIANDBOOK : Ver. 10, Windows,
228: The chamber, 333 ; Prayer, 595, Ver, 12,
Irreversible edicts, 596. Ver. 17, The royal seal,
T35,

“ SERMONS ON THE LESSON,

Verse10.—Booth, Henry M., “Religion in aBusy
Life,”” The Homiletic Monthly, May, 1884, page 429,
Horne, George, *Daniel in Babylon,” Works,
vol. ii, page 272,

Verse 16,—Edmondson, J., ** Daniel in the Den
of Lions,” Skort Sermons, page 28,

i —

Thoughts for the Quiet Hour.

—Truth may be smothered, but it cannot die ;
it may be disguised, but it will be known ; it may
be suppressed, but it will triamph.— Bishop Hall,

~Notan hour but is trembling with destinies ;
not a moment of which, once passed, the ap-
pointed work can ever be done again or the neg-
lected blow struck on the cold iron.— Ruskin,

—By the words of our mouth we may affect to
adore religion ; but it is by the works of our lives
that we adorn religion,.—Secker.

—To go and lay life into the obedience of God
as a diamond lays itself into the sunshine, that
the mere surface brilliancy may deepen, and re-
gion behind region of splendor be revealed below
—that does not seem to come into our thought.—
Dhillips Brooks,

—No angel will come to you except when you
are at your tasks. Leave them, to ascend some
mountain top to meet the angel part way and you
will never see him.—Amos R, Wells,

—8in is but a bitter-sweet at best ; and the
fine colors of the serpent do by no means make
amends for the smart and poison of his sting.—
South,

—There is no trouble about guidance, if only
We want to be guided. The trouble lies here—
that we want to lead, not to be guided. Thus
we fall into the ditch, and possibly lead some
one else there also. God has made abundant

ters, if only we will avail oursclves of it,—
Schaygfer.

—It is owing to the dark places in our hearts
that we find so many places in the Bible dark,—
Tholuck,

—Before I commit a sin it seems to me so shal-
low that I may wade through it dry-shod from
any guiltiness, but when I have committed it it
seems 80 deep that I cannot escape drowning.—
Fuller,

—The interest which we think we make for
ourselves we must acknowledge to be God's gift,
and must ascribe to him the glory of it.—Henry.

—Heaven will pay for any loss we may suffer
to gain it ; but nothing can pay for the loss of
heaven.—Buaxter,

e

Here and There,

+ .« . There has Peen recently formed in Eng-
land a *“British @hild-Study Association,” the
object of which is §to interest parents, teachers,
and others in ti systematic observation of
children, with a vifw to gaining greater insight
into child-nature, 48d securing more sympathetic
and scientific metfods of training the young.”
The association p@blishes a magazine called The
Tuidologist,
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PRIMARY TEACHERS’ DEPAR

“The flighty purposeinever is o'ertook,
Unless the deed go Fith it,"—Shak,

The Sunday school Adociation of Halifax,
Nova Scotia, asks some Wgry pointed questions
of the primary teachers offghe province:

Have you read any bofk or paper on child
study ?

1. What have you read ?

2. As a teacher of little dBildren, desiring to do
better work for Christ, dd@you wish to read on
the subject of child naturfand teaching prinei-
ples?

8. Do you teach in a S
curtained-off corner?

4. Do you use a primar
home study ?

5. Do you use either a
(If not try it.)

6. Do you use objects t
(Your own ingenuity will
jects which you can mak
crown, shield, etc.)

7. Do you use pictug
papers and magazines,
ments that are suggestiv

8. Do you use a sandgray ? (Try it. Get a
wooden tray, two feet byjhree, with an edge two
inches high around it, giflarge tea tray or box
cover will answer. Paintighe bottom blue to rep-
resent the sea. Geta p§ll of molder’s sand, or
common sand, and moistlh it foruse. Study the
map you wish to represgt and get a clear idea
of it. The sand may be f@aped up to form hills,
mountains, ete., bright sier threads may be laid
to represent rivers, smal locks may be used for

homes, figures of personggnay be cut out of pic-
ture lesson cdres and attfighed to Dennison ping
to stick in the sand. Alfgost any lesson can be
illustrated on the sand b R

9, How do you teachfhymns, and of what
nature are they? (The, should express child
praise, love, and trust the simplest words.
The meaning of all newggymns should be first
explained to the childre then taught line by
line.)

10. Do you visit scholg
note their surroundings @@nd speak to mothers
about their dispositionsgete. (It will be found
helpful to have a conferfiace of mothers to dis-
cuss matters concerning tie training of children.)

arate room or in a

esson help for your

lackboard or slate?
llustrate the lesson? |
ggest many little ob- l
as paper boat, tent, \

E? (Clip them frum!
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11. Do you write to al

12. What is your obj;

13. Do you think all
your teaching ? (Alwa
cal application of the le
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Saviour. Connect eve
lessons.)

14. What are your gre|
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would remember it just the same as if you had
done it for him,

* This afternoon you will find something to do
for papa or mamma or little brother or sister.
If papa’s paper slips off his lap, and you hurry
and pick it up, Jesus will see it and smile.

“1f mamma is reading, and you take your pic-
ture book and wait patiently before you ask her
to read to you, Jesus will see that and smile, |
think you can all find something to do for Jesus
to-day. How many will try ¢

All the little hands were raised, even the hand
that during the singing had moved Frankie's
chair 8o that he nearly sat on the floor.

There wasn't time for more pictures, and soon
the children’s thoughts were busy with the cun-
ning mite boxes they held, but the little lesson
was not forgotten,

That afternoon a small girl said, “Mamma,
here are your slippers; don’t you want to put
them on ?”

*“ Why, yes, you are a dear Httle girl to think
of it.”

A happy smile was followed by such a shy,
carnest look that mamma wondered, till sud-
denly the little one asked in a whisper, with her
arms round mamma’s neck, “Did Jesus see it
and smile # 7

Another little girl was going to cry when
mamma said, *“ It's bedtime ;” but instead she
ran quickly tor her nightdress, and then said,
“Did Jesus see me go quick, mamma?"’

That afternoon in the Junior Christian En-
deavor the superintendent passed little cards
and asked each child to write one thing he would
try to do for Jesus., Among the cards came one
like this, *“I would like to get him a drink.”
The writing was crooked and queer, and the
meaning not plain to many, but the superintend-
ent knew of that little primary lesson, and the
tears came to her eyes as she thought how Jesus
understood.

O teachers of little children, be sure that each
Sunday the dear lambs take away with them
something that will help them to know more of
living for Jesus.

Seasonable Hints,
BY REV, E. A, RAND,

Tuat church on the street corner in the city
has a hard time keeping up its congregation,
and a still harder task to continue its Sunday
school. 8o much the more credit belongs to those
who persist in following the old Sunday paths.
These lead to fair green pastures by the softly
flowing waters. There are always fathers and
mothers who cannot long get away from a town

home, and for these the open church means the
nourishing pastures. Then there are always
lambs left behind by the great summer exodus,
and the Sunday school makes a safe path for
lambs’ feet. 1t is sure to take them to a field that
has the loving Shepherd’s care. Let the teachers
who may be at home follow the Sunday path,
feeling that there is some child who will know
more of Christ because of the open Sunday
school door.

Then the country schools ! Off on the prairies,
along the hill slopes, in farming centers, Sunday
is the time when the fold is full, and O, the good
Shepherd is there ! He stands calling, calling. Ap-
preciate your opportunity. Take it as a privi-
lege, joy, honor, crown, and hurry the lambs to
the Shepherd,

There is no season of the year when nature
will not show us some footprint of God if we
will only stoop in reverent study. From the
shadow of that shrub has flown a startled bird.
Did you not catch the whirr of its wings as it
went by you ? How beautifally they were painted!
What motive power is stored in them! What a
rare white cosy roof they make for a tiny brgod
in a nest! You think of the wonderful things
about those wings, and you will say, *Only the
Infinite could be the maker.” Now, some day
take that subject before your Sunday school
class. Iave a blackboard sketch or a bright print
of a bird’s wing. The novelty will be welcomed
by the children. Now tell the wonders of that
contrivance of a bird’s wing. Lead them up, up,
till they take hold of the divine source of these
wonders. They will nestle closer to God for
this S8unday study. Then bring down these lov-
ing natures to follow your thought out into gar-
den and field, there to be kinder to all winged
things on Monday because you taught on Sunday.

-
“The Other Sheep.”
A Sunday School Concert Kecitation,
BY JULIA H. JOHNSTON,
“OTHER sheep I have V—it is Jesus's voice,

*“ And them also I must bring.”

““Ah, those other sheep ! " can I seck them out

For the Shepherd and the King ¢

There are children out on the prairies wide,
In the cities far and near,

Who have never heard of the S8aviour’s love;
They should know of the Shepherd dear.

There are poor and weak, there are sick and sad,
Who have never believed in him.,
These are *‘other sheep ™ that should hear his
voice

Through the shadows gray and dim,

$iEe et -
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There are little ones far across the sea
Who have never known his word.

1 should help to send the tidings glad
Which their ears have never heard.

S0, afar and near, I should follow Him
Who is seeking the lost to win.

For ** the other sheep,” as for me, he died ;
Let me help to bring them in.

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.
THIRD QUARTER.
LESSON I. (July 2.)
GRACIOUS INVITATIONS. Hos. 14.1-9. 1

GoLpeN TexT: “Come, and let us return unto ‘
the Lord.” Hos. 6. 1.

Primary Notes.

review Sunday will be a natural and easy
growth and culmination. If shields for entire
quarter are made in advance, introduce * Hope "
and *“ Love "’ between the months.

Approach to the lesson. Are we growing older
or younger each day? Older, of course. But
are we growing wiser? O there is 8o much to
learn! The older we grow the more we should
know. We have now twelve new lessons
before us. From them all we can learn one
great lessan—one of the sweetest of all, and that
is: God cares (or his own. Your earthly father
works for his own children first of all, not for
his neighbor’s children, 1le feeds and clothes
you; for you are his first care. 8o God’s chil-
dren are his first care, and we will learn how he
cares for them,

[Show shield ; talk about the sort soldiers
once wore—how, why, and when used.] Our
Father tells us to take a shield called Faith. If
we put trust in God between us and everything

BY JULIA H, JOHNSTON,

Preliminary. We may |

| harmful, nothing can reach us to hurt us. For

this month we will have a shield of faith each

take as leadingthought of | Sunday to help us to remember the lessons. We
REPENT entire quarter’s lessons: | Will learn many reasons for trusting God, who
God cares for his own, | cares for us, and we will learn what he wants of

AND Our Father will protect, | us. On each shield we will write a duty or some-
RETURN lead, and supply the need | thing we ought to do for love's sake since God
of his children, and will | loves us so dearly. Let us learn this little prayer

even correct them, hv-‘
cause he cares too much
to allow them to go wrong. From the twelve
lessons we will learn to have faith in God, to
hope in him, and to love him, because of the love
and care he shows for his own, With a definite
plan for the quarter, teaching will be concen-
trated and definite, and impressions will be dis-
tinct and deeper. Let us aim at unity in variety.

Prepare sets of white pasteboard shields for
the Sundays of each month, with an extra one to
serve as cover for each set—the first bearing the
word * Faith 3’ second, * Hope ;" third, “Love.”
Punch three holes in each shield in the three up-
per points, place one upon another, holes oppo-
site, and thread through with bright cord, allow-
ing an indefinite length to hang down behind.
Use middle holes, one upon another, to hang
shields upon a nail in class room. Print upon

each the initials of lesson title, first words of

Golden Text, and in the middle the lesson
thought, or duty, for each week, On the first
Sunday take shield marked “Faith” from the
nail, pull it down far enough to expose the first
lesson. Next Sunday pull down another, push-
ing the lower point of it a trifle under upper
middle point of the one below (pin if needful),
and the chain will hang straight. Show but one
a week, drill repeatedly upon those used, and

| verse to sing before and after each lesson :

Father, teach us in this lesson
How thou carest for thine own ;
Show us how to love and please thee ;
May we trust in thee alone.

[8ing to * Dornance” if children learned that
| tune last quarter, or to any appropriate 8's and
| 8.
| Who wrote our lesson? God told Hosea to
| write it.  We are to study now in the Old Testa-

ment lessons written by prophets who told what
was to come by and by and taught God’s willto
| the people. Hosea’s name means  deliverance”
!or “salvation.” He lived when the prophet
Isaiah did. His book [show it] is written about
| the sins of the ten tribes that were scattered. [Re-
fer briefly to last year’s lessons, * Kingdom Di-
vided,” ete.]
The invitation, What is an invitation? What
'is a “gracious invitation?” One not deserved.
The Lord tells Hosea to give this gracious invi-
| tation to the people of Israel, and to write it, too,
| for us to-day. What is it? Hosea said to Is-
rael: *Come back to God. You have sinned:
but ask God to forgive and save you. He will.
No one else can or will. He says he will love
you freely and take you back lovingly and bless
you for evermore,”
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What must we do? We have sinned too, but
our Father calls us back. He wants us to be
gorry and to come to him. We will write on our
shield for to-day, * Repent and return.” [Show
the shield.]

What is it to repent ? To feel sorry, to say so,
toask forgiveness, to do so no more, but to do as
our Father says. [Drill on these steps, explain-
ing and illustrating.]

If we have gotten out of the sunshine into the
dark, let us not say, I can’t come back, because
lamso cold.” Because it is dark and cold let
us come into the sunshine. So let us come back
to our Father’s love and care. [Drill on Golden
Text.] Come—and come now!

Kindergarten Hints,

BY JULIA E, PECK,

Let us call our lesson topic “ Bible Invita- |

tions.”  We will allow ourselves freedom in
teaching these youngest children, for the reason

that the adaptation of Old Testament prophecies |

to the mental capacities of the little ones neces-
sitates the omission of so many confusing his-
torical points that we find the bulk of our lesson
ruled out in our sifting process, and then the
material left us is too limited.

Taking for our subject * Bible Invitations,”
we can gather a good deal of material from the
teachings of Jesus to use in connection with our
(iolden Text thought. From the nine verses of
our lesson text we glean the invitations: * Re-
turn to the Lord,” * Ask him to receive.” Our
invitation says, “I will heal,” “I will love,” “I
will be as the dew,” and asks us to “ grow as the
lily,” with the promise that we shall * dwell un-
der his shadow.”

More than seven hundred years before Jesus
came there lived a prophet who taught the peo-
ple about God by talking in pictures. The
words of the prophet sounded like poetry about
birds, flowers, creeping things of the ground,
animals, vines, fountains, fig trees, ete. People

. Jv!

in that country like poetry and word pictures,
When they forgot God the Father, and turned
carelessly into wicked ways, the prophet talked
to them about thorns and thistles growing up in
their  pleasant places.”” What do you suppose
he meant ? The prophet does not say the words,
““ God will take you back and forgive, if you are
sorry.” He says, ““ If you return, I will be as the
dew to you: your branches shall spread.” Their
| life depended upon the generous fall of dew from
’hvuveu on their fruit and grain. Would they
| know what the prophet meant by his word pie-
'ture? Do you know ?

Their invitation from the Lord (which is ours
too) asks them to turn to the Lord as easily and
naturally as flowers turn toward the sun,

Ask the children to watch the nasturtiums in
their garden beds. Look in the early morning
and see their faces all turned toward the sun.
Look at sunset and you will see that their bright
faces have followed the sun from east to west.
They will be looking toward their glorious light
again in the early morning. God made them
that way. We can turn to our Light ; or we can

! turn away, God makes us free. God gives us a
loving invitation too. When the way seems long
and the work too hard God asks us«to *“dwell

' under his shadow.”

God the Son came to call us to him, even while
we are bad, and even before we are beginning to
feel sorry. ‘I am not come to call the righteous,

' but sinners to repentance  (Matt. 9, 13).

| More than seven hundred years after the proph-

et lived Jesus came, and he, too, talked in pic-
tures, to show that the Lord loves his children
and calls them to come to him at any time. One
| picture story which Jesus told was like this (par-

| able of the great supper, Luke 14. 16-24),

A man gave a great feast for his friends. It
was impolite, careless, and unkind in these friends

| to refuse his invitation and make excuses to stay

| away.  The man sent his servants to invite the

! blind, the lame—anybody who would like to

| come, Points to develop: Who is invited? In-

1 vited to what ? Has everyone received his invita-

|tion? Tave we any part in carrying invitations
to others ?

LESSON II. (July 9.)

DANIEL IN BABYLON. Dan. 1, 8-21.

GoLpeN TexT : * Daniel purposed in his heart
that he would not defile himself.” Dan. 1. 8,

Primary Notes.
Approach to the lesson,  Once upon a time a sol-
dier heard the call to battle. Inhistent lay sword,
shield, helmet, and all his armor, for long ago
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they wore such things for protection. The soldier
knew the call might come any minute. He
should have been ready,
but he was not. His
armor was there, but
was not buckled on. In
great haste he put it on
and rushed out to join
the ranks, He had his
shield on hisarm. Alas!
he did not use it. He
only carried it. One of
the flying arrows reached his heart. Of what use
was the shield? It might have saved his life.
Let us not be like that man, unready for the call
to fight against sin, and forgetful of our shields. |
We are to learn to-day of a man who trusted in |
God, and in his care, and had his shield in the |
right place.

The lesson story. 1t is a very old story. About |
six hundred years before Jesus came it hup-‘
pened. In what book is it found  What is the
name of the man we hear about in to-day’s les- ‘
son? Where was he? How was it that this |
Jew, Daniel, whose home was in -Jerusalem, |
was found so far away, in heathen Baby-
lon? The beginning of all the trouble was sin |
and forgctfuluess of God. But it was not Dan- ‘\
iel’s sin, The king of Judah and many of the
people sinned, and Babylon’s king was allowed
to come up against the beautiful city of Jerusa- |
lem. The Lord gave the king of Judah into the
hand of Nebuchadnezzar, who also took part of |
the precious vessels out of the temple and car- |
ried them away to his own land.

But the king wished some of the princes of Ju-
dah to be brought to Babylon that they might be
taught in all the learning of that land, and serve
him by and by in his court. Daniel and three
friends were taken, It was not alone because
they were so handsome and strong, but they had
studied well, young as they were. They had
done their best, and now God meant to give
them a chance to stand for him, and to be made
ready for wonderful things far away. Do your ‘
best, and God will give you something better to
do.

Nowwe have the man, who he was, wherehe was,
and why he was there. But most important of all |
comes next—what did hedo? First of all, he made
up his mind what he would do, and then he did it.
He held fast to the thing he settled in his own
mind was right. The text tells us of

Daniel's purpose, He made up hismind to keep
clean in mind and body, down there in Babylon,
and touch nothing there that he would not dare
touch at home. If all boysand girls were as care-
ful to do away from home just what they would do

SAY

AND
DO

if father and mother were watching, wouldn't
things be different ¥ That first sip of wine would
not be taken at home, with mother looking,
That first visit to the saloon would never bhe
made, then, in some strange place. And if there
never were a first step, there would never be 4
down-hill path.

[Give in detail, with vivid word picturing, the
refusal to touch the wine and meat, the plain
fare chosen, and the result.]

Our duty. It is the same as Daniel's, He
made up his mind whet was right. He said to
himself and to others, “ I will do right.”” Then
he did it. See on our shield to-day the words
“8ay and Do.” When we take a temperance
pledge—that is, saying to ourselves, to othess, and
to God that we will not touch strong drink—let
us do as we say.

We GV,

Pt A
I Premise

I T A e
Vs B ot BT e R T A

Kindergarten Hints,
Toric: Daniel in Training.
GoLpeN Text: “For ye are bought with a
price : therefore glorify God in your body, and in
your Spirit, which are God’s.”” 1 Cor, 6. 20.

HINTS ON METHOD.

A primary temperance lesson is based upon
the subject of ‘ keeping the body under.” This,
however, is to present the negative side of the
primary temperance question, Presenting its
positive side, we would teach the children to
‘‘keep the soul on top.” In other words, if we
teach exclusively, as from a standpoint of Oll
Testament law, “ Thou shalt not,” we are likely
to get in response from the children, *“If I can-
not do this, and must not do that, what cai |
do?” How much more effective is our Saviour's
method, teaching, ** Blessed are ye if ye do these
(right) things !

Our primary temperance question resolves it
self into the teaching : How blessed are we when
we acquire a splendid training of body, mind,

and soul ! "
“ Tou&n. taste n‘nd,\m.v.
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boys from Judea, Jesus’s coun!
¥ left of blackboard).
*¥These boys were put in a training sch r

three years. Their bodies must be trained to |
grow straight, strong like a soldier’s; and they |

must be trained to speak in the language of that
country.

Were they lonely so far away from home?
The Bible does not say, We teach that Daniel
was determined to do his best, and to be at his
best in his new home, The training teacher had
said, *You must eat of the king’s meat, and
drink his wine.” Daniel knew better !

Your big brothers of the Young Men’s Chris-
tian Association, who have been in training for the
boating season, would know better. Our ptimary
boys are eloquent on the subject of training for
athletics, Be sure they get hold of the thought
of the deeper purpose in training the body to
make it a strongly defended, pure, and clean
home for the soul.

Daniel, as we relate the story, was polite, but
firm. He did not say, * Your king is a heathen-
I 'am forbidden by the Lord, and by my father, to
eat such food as this.”” e said, “I beg of thee
to let them give us lentiles (a kind of vegetable)
to eat.” We describe the food, good for people
in that hot country, which Daniel was accns-
tomed to eat. Dates pressed into cakes, vege-
tables, bread, goat's milk. We teach that Daniel
was a strong, hungry boy ; but he was obedient,
He would be laughed at by some of the boys in
the training school ; but he was sure he was right,
and wanted to prove that his body would grow
strong and straight if he treated it as the Lord,
and as his father had taught him.

We show what his polite insistance brought
about, We show that this is just the beginning
of the story. The king has now splendidly

trained young men to share his work and his
triumphs, The king, who is a heathen, has

splendidly trained souls to share his work, to
show him the power«f the Lord,

A strong soul shut up in a weak body is like a
strong man in prison., A strong, faithful, obe-
dient soul in a strong body becomes a leader, a
commander, and a victorious soldier in the army
of the Lord.

LESSON IIL. (July 16.)

THE HEBREWS IN THE FIERY FUR-
NACE.—Dan. 3. 14-28.

GoLpexN Text: “Our God whom we serve is
able to deliver us.” Dan, 3. 17.

Primary Notes.

Approach to the lesson,
Away out West in a
new clearing, a place
where trees and brush
had been cleared away
for a new home, a lit-
tle girl played about
among the chips her
father was making as he
worked on some boards that were to finish the
new house for wife and baby. She was not big
enough to do anything for papa except to love
and obey him, but he was working for her all the
same, When she forgot all about him, and even
when she was naughty, she was still his little
| child, and he loved and cared for her. Itwas
lonely inthe place where they were, and often lit-
tle Lucy looked up to see if papa were still there,
By and by she forgot and went farther off. Sud-
denly a frightened horse dragging a piece of
broken wagon came along theroad. Lucy was too
frightened tocall * papa,” but in a moment there
he was by her side. He caught her up in one
arm, and with the other hand, that held a piece
of wood, he struck at the horse and turned him
|away. Lucy was safe. Her father was so near
that if she had been old enough to understand,
she really had no need to be frightened at all.
She was little and weak, but he was big and
strong, and he was watching. He cared for his
own little girl. 8o our Father is closeto us. We
know it. We may well trust him. See what is
on our shield to-day : *“ Do not fear; God is near.”
He always cares for his children. It is when we
do not trust him that we are afraid. He gave the
gracious invitation to his sinning children to
come back, and he was with Daniel in Babylon.
[Review previous lessons.] To-day we learn how
he took care of three of his children long ago.

LESSON STORY.
The Hebrews. [Tell who they were, where they

were, how they happened to be in Babylon, get-
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ting as much of this information as may be from
the children, Explain why called Hebrews.]

The heathen king's eommand. [Make a word
picture of the scene, the wide plain, the gathered
multitudes, the golden image, the king's words,
and the burst of musie, at which all the heathen
followers of the heathen king fell down to wor-
ship.]

The Hebrews' vefusal to obey. Among all the
kneeling people three men stood up straight.
There were plenty to run with the word to the
king, and the story is soon told of the diso-
bedience of these strangers. The king was
willing to give them another chance, te'ling the
punishment to follow if they disobeyed ; but no,
there was no need to try them again. They
would not worship the image. They answered
the angry king in the words of the Golden Text.
[Drill upon this. | They had their shield of faith
ready. God was able to save. He would if it
wasbest. If not—if he did not choose to keep
them from the furnace—they would still do right.
Are we as brave as that ¥ If we trust, we will be
brave.

The punishment. They did not escape it. Some-
timesit is best that trouble should come. It will
not be more than can be borne, even if it is de-
served. These men did not deserve it, and see
how what the king meant to be punishment was
turned into a joy.

The deliverance, Before they came out of that
furnace they had reason to be glad they were
there. A fourth came and walked with them,
Our Lord will be with us in the hardest places,
and at the right time will bring us safely out.

Before no
idol

bow NE?
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Kintergarten Hints.

GorLpeN Text.—* He shall call upon me, and
I will answer him : Iwill be with him in trouble ;
I will deliver him, and honor him.”—Psa. 91. 15.

Use this text with the thought in Psa. 91, 4,
“He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under
his wings shalt thou trust.”

HINTS ON METHOD.

Scarcely a child in class but has tested the
‘“violence of fire.”” The memory of his burn,
however slight, is with him yet. Let us be cape-
ful how we startle or shock him unnecessarily
by stating that “ three men were cast alive intog
burning fiery furnace.”” The point at which to
open our lesson without danger to the children’s
nerves, is here: Children, think of a huge fur-
nace in which there is a fierce fire burning, Its
flames are so hot that men fall back from its open
door. King Nebuchadnezzar stands looking into
the mouth of the burning fiery furnace. What
| does he see ¥

‘* Lo,” said he, “I see four men loose, walking
| In the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt ;
and the form of the fourth is like the son of
| God.”
* Princes, governors, captains,’ all saw these
men *‘upon whose bodies the fire had no power,
| nor was a hair of their head singed.” From this
point we go back to the * beginning of the story,”
which is a review of last week’s lesson.
Another matter for consideration : How much
| instruction shall we give on the subject of idola-
[try ® Let us look at idolatry from the child’s
point of view, remembering that he knows noth-
ing whatever about the history of the religions of
the world. He can have no conception why a
revolt against idol worship should be a matter of
life and death in the time of Daniel.

To children the worship of idols seems stupid,
senseless. ““Why was it so brave,” they ask,
** for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego to tuke
a stand against a goldenimage?” ** What harm
if the three had humored the seemingly dull-
witted king, and bowed down before it?”
““What harm could that golden image do, any-
way ?"

We see the hopelessness of trying to explain
these matters. Why waste time trying it ?

LESSON STORY OUTLINE.

In the training school where Daniel and his
three companions were studying and taking
military and athletic exercises it was expected
that they should pray to the godsof the king. It
was the custom in those days that each country
should have its own gods. Inthe far-away home
of Daniel and his three friends (Judea) people
were taught of God, our Father, and that there
are no other gods beside him. We repeat the
first commandment,

In this king’s country they are very strict about
praying to a certain golden image, which they
are taught to believe has power to kill and make
alive again, and to win or lose victories for them
in battle. The three Hebrew friends were




1 the
burn,
care-
sarily
ntoa
ch to
ren’s
 fur-

Its
open
z into
What

lking
hurt ;
on of

these
ower,
1 this
ory,”

much
dola-
hild's
noth-
ns of
hy a
er of

upid,
ask,
 tuke
harm
dull-
ity
any-

plain

1 his
Wking
ected
2 (3
antry
home
pople
there
t the

\bout

they
make
them
were

SUNDAY SCHUOOL BANNER.

strictly obedient in the matter of keeping their
bodies (reviewing 1 Cor. 6. 19) pure and strong.
They were just as strictly obedient in the matter
of keeping their souls pure, strong, true, for the
service of the living God.

When the king set up his golden image which
he called *god,” and said to the young men, “ Ye
must pray to my god, and honor it, or suffer a
horrible punishment,” the three friends said,
“Our God forbids it. We choose to suffer the
punishment for disobeying this earthly king
rather than to disobey the King of heaven.”

Said they to the king, *“Our God whom we
serve is able to deliver us.”” We learn our Gold-
en Text at this point. At the opening of our
lesson we saw the three men unhurt in the midst
of the fiery furnace. We teach that any device
of the king was powerless to hurt them while
they were *‘ under the shadow of the Almighty.”

We hear that the king found these three men
ten times wiser than any wise men in his coun-
try. For climax: * Ye servants of the most high
God,” said the king, “blessed be the God of
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego,” who hath
sent his angel to save them from hurt ! Blessed
be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
nego, who gave their bodies that they might serve
their own God.

We try, as aparting thought, to teach how
great an honor is conferred upon anyone who is
truthfully called “a servant of the most high
God.”

LESSON IV, (July 23.)

THE HANDWRITING ON THE WALL.
Dan. 5. 17-31.

GoLpEN TEXT: “God isthe judge.” Psa.75.7.

Primary Notes,

Approach to the lesson.
[Draw or show picture
of a pair of scales or bal-
ances, [How do you know
when you have the true
weight ?  Suppose you
want a pound of some-
thing ; what must the
grocer put in the other
scale? A pound weight, to be sure. Then if the
two balance, if they are just even, you know you
have a pound ; but if not, something is wanting.

Queen Victoria has a regiment of soldiers,
called the Queen’s Guard, that is made up of
men of exactly the same height. 1f a man is
wanting in five inches of this height, or one inch,
he cannot belong to it. He is measured to see if
he is just tall enough, and not too tall. But

there is something inside every one of us that
cannot be measured by a foot rule or yardstick,
nor weighed in scales that we can see; yet it is
very important to know that there is nothing
wanting. God does the measuring and weigh-
ing. Suppose our hearts are put in one scale and
love in the other, or obedience in the other, or
truth, or any of the things God wants us to have
to make up one of his children, how will our
hearts weigh? Will we be wanting in any of
these things ?

If a man’s purse is not heavy enough, has not
enough money in it to buy what he needs, is it
always his fault? It may not be. If a poor child
is found wanting in clothes to wear, it may not
be his fault ; but if a man is found wanting in
honesty, and steals, it is his fault, and he is pun-
ished for it. If our hearts are found wanting in
love and trust, we are to blame forit. Our les-
son tells about a king who was found wanting in
everything that makes a true king and a good
man, God weighed him, and he was found want-
ing.

LESSON OUTLINE.

Who was the king? 1t was Belshazzar, grandson
of Nebuchadnezzar, of Babylon. He was a
wicked, wine-drinking, idol-worshiping king.

The great feast. He invited a thousand of his
friends, the lords and chief men of the country,
to drink wine at a great feast in the palace, and
he wickedly commanded the gold and silver ves-
sels from the temple in Jerusalem to be used for
the feast.

The strange writing. The fingers of a man's
hand wrote strange word; upon the wall. It
was God’s way of showing the king how sinful
he was, as he drank from those holy vessels. It
was not the first wrong thing he had done. It
showed how little he cared for the right, and how
much he had sinned before, that he should do
this. [Picture the fear that fell, the king’s call
for some one to read the writing, and Daniel’s
explanation of the solemn words. ]

Who judged the king ? Who gave the sentence
against him as the judge in the courthouse does
now to a thief or murderer? God only could
see into his heart, and had the right to say what
he was, and how he should be punished. [Drill
on text.]

Our duty. The king was proud. We ghould
be humble and lowly. The king forgot to watch,
and the enemy came in. We should be watchful
against sin. See on our shield the words written,
** Be Humble and Watchful,”

A lighthouse stands on a rock, and sends its
light far over the water. Ships know the light
means ‘“Keep away! there are rocks here,”

Rl
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|
The light is a warning. Belshazzer is a warning

to show what we must not be and must not do,
Let God keep you, and you will not be found
wanting,

Kindergarten Hints,

GoLpeEN Text: “The grass withereth, the
flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall
stand forever.” Isa. 40, 8,

Introductory thought. God the Father speaks
with his children. When our thoughts are
turned toward him we feel his words in our
souls, or we hear them in our thoughts. When
our thoughts are turned away from our Father
he recalls them (‘‘ how often would I have gath-
ered you’) by a message, a warning, a sign,
This can be developed and illustrated at length.
showing different ways in which God has talked
with his children in ages past, and talks with us
to-day. After showing the ways in which God’s
word comes to us, we memorize in this connec-
tion, “Thy word have I hid in mine heart that, 1
might not sin against thee ” (Psa. 119, 11),

LESSON STORY.

Daniel was still in the home of his captivity.
Our children are all too familiar with military
terms, and easily recall that Daniel was taken
captive in war. We tell the children that he

probably never went home again, but learned to

live contentedly in that strange land.

The new king's'name begins with the name of
a heathen idol, ““ Bel.”  “ Bel protect the king,”
it means, though you and I know that the idol
Bel was of no use whatever to the king.

Teach God the Father would protect the
king from or warn him against his own wicked-
ness, even while he was using the church furni-
ture and drinking cups—which he had stolen—at
his heathen feast, speaking lightly the while the
holy name of God,

The king and his guests are haudling with rude
hands these treasures God’s people hold sacred.
Rude words, loud shouts of laughter die on their

lips, and faces turn white to see the fingers of
a hand writing on the wall. Who could read
these words growing before their sight, out of
what seemed empty space ? Teach all space is
full of the presence of God,

The king saw the “part of the hand that
wrote.” The king * cried aloud ™ for some one

{to read it, Daniel, who always “ hid in his heart

the word of God,” could read it, caring nothing
for the promised rewards of the king.

[Teach that Daniel’'s word to the king was,
“ And the God in whose hand thy breath is . .,
hast thou not glorified.”]

We quote with brief explanation Daniel’s in-
terpretaticn of the writing, The king’s soul was
weighcd, and found worthless, His possession
would be taken from him.

Whether the king felt sorry, or learned to
speak God’s holy name with reverence in the
little time left him to live after Daniel read him
God's message, the Bible does not say.

The Bible docs teach, however, in many differ-
ent places, that God sends messages or speaks
lovingly with all his children who are truly sorry
for their sins. Our Father, to his sorrowing,
repentant children, says, ‘I will forgive, I will
remove their sins as far as the east is from the
west,”  “1 will never fail to send them spring
after winter, sunshine after rain, joy afler sor-
row, love after loneliness, home after wander-
ing.”

How long shall the word of our God stand?
“The grass withereth, the flower fadeth ; but the
word of our God shall stand forever.”

LESSON V. (July 30.)
DANIEL IN THE DEN OF LIONS. Dan.
6. 10-23.

GorLpeN Texr: “The Lord is thy keeper.”
Psa. 121. 5.

Primary Notes.

[Review carefully the
lessons of the month, im-
pressing the truth that
the shield of faith has
been used repeatedly.
Drill on the duties Re-
pent and Return; Say
and Do: Do not Fear,
God is Near: Be Hum-
ble and Watchful ; and show the one for to-day,
Believe and be Safe. ]

Aproach to the lesson, How many were ever
in any great danger ? How many have ever been
frightened ? If we get into trouble and fall into
danger because we have done wrong, are we not
more distressed and afraid than if we have been
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doing right ? Does doing right sometimes get us
into trouble? Yes, it does, but we may be sure
then that there will be a way out, and we need
not be frightened. A boy was away from home
at college among hundreds of others. Once,
when with some of his mates, one of them
brought out some wine and many drank it.
This boy refused, and it made the rest angry.
They said he should be made to drink, and, as
they were more and stronger than he, it seemed as
if he were in danger of being hurt, as some of the
boys hardly knew what they were about. But
the boy was not afraid. IHe knew he was
right, God tock care of him, and brought a
friend to his help. The Lord was his keeper.
Our Father in heaven has brought so many out
of danger that we know he will always keep his
promise that his children shall *“dwell safely.”
He has given us a wonderful story in the Bible
about a man who spent a night with wild beasts,
yet was kept safe. To-day’s lesson is about this
man, Daniel.

The good man’s enemies. [Enlist the children in
telling all they know about Daniel, how he hap-
pened to be in Babylon, how he had honored
Giod, and how God had honored him there.
Show why he was hated. God’s enemies do not
love God’s friends. Tell of the plot to destroy
Daniel.]

The good man's great friend, God was on
Daniel’s side, because Daniel wag on God’s side.
What could wicked men do when God was
Daniel’s keeper ?

Daniel’s trust. He showed it by keeping right
on with what he knew he ought to do. Show or
draw picture of the kneeling man. ITe was not
ashamed or afraid to pray just as before. When

- a boy says his prayers in bed because he is

ashamed to kneel lest others make fun of him,

cun he expect God to answer him? Trust in
God makes us brave.
God's angel, Daniel did not escape the dan-

ger. He was thrown into the den of lions, as his
enemies hoped. Doing right is not always easy.
Trouble may come. But what a night for Daniel
in that den! Picture the king's distress, and
his early coming to the mouth of the den. What
a story Daniel has to tell. God has sent his an-
gels to shut the lions’ mouths. The king in his
palace was miserable, but Daniel with the wild
beasts has God for his keeper, and God’s angel,
too, forcompany, Wasn't it worth while? Was
he ever sorry that he trusted and obeyed God ?
Daniel’s keeper is ours. Believe him, and you
need never be frightened, though you may be
in danger. Do as he says, and be safe forever.

Kindergarten Hints.

GoLpEN Text: ‘“God is our refuge and
strength, a very present help in trouble. There-
fore will not we fear, though the earth be re-
moved, and though the mountains be carried
into the midst of the sea.” Psa. 46, 1, 2.

HINTS ON METHOD.

We find the heart of our lesson in the king's
question, “Is thy God, whom thou servest con-
tinually, able to deliver thee from the lions?"
We make a figurative application in this way :
Lions stand for temptations to besetting sins.
They (besetting sins) cannot hurt us if God our
Father shuts the doors of temptation—shuts the
lion’s mouths—and delivers us,

God is our keeper, deliverer, guide, leading us
safely through trials of fierce temptations, We
use the thought in Psa. 121, 5, * God, thy shade
upon thy right hand.” When temptation is too
strong for us God stands between us and the
temptation, a shade upon our right hand.

A figurative den of lions would be many, many
temptations, When we are weak then are we
strong. When we know that we cannot resist or
fight in our own strength, but ask the Father to
save from temptation, then are we assured that

| he will shut the lions’ mouths,

LESSON STORY.

Belshazzar, the king, chose three presidents.
Daniel was the chief, or highest. The other two
were jealous of Daniel, and tried to get him into
trouble with the king. Daniel was good! The
only chan e to make trouble was to stir up
strife abcout his religion. The king's god was an
idol named Bel. Daniel’'s God was—here was
something about which they could make serious
trouble for Daniel.

Daniel said his prayers three times a day.
The two presidents found Daniel praying, and
asking God to take care of him. Now was the

-
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time to stir up trouble !
the two men doubtfully, He liked Daniel, and
tried to save him. The king worked till sunset
to save Daniel from unjust punishment, the
two jealous ones reminding the king that he had
given his word, and must hold to it.

* They brought Daniel, and cast him into the
den of lions.” Said the king, * Thy God, whom
thou servest continually, he will deliver thee.”
When a stone was fastened against the mouth of
the den the king went home to spend a troubled
night, in which he could not sleep, could not lis-
ten to music, could scarcely wait for daylight,
that he might hurry to the den of lions, to ask,
O Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy
God, whom thon servest continually, able to de-
liver thee from the lions?’ Daniel’'s voice,
strong, clear, answered the king, ‘‘God hath
sent his angel, and hath shut the lions’ mouths

. . they have not hurt me.”

“Then was the king . . . glad.”

The king listened to

Daniel was

unhurt, “because he believed in his God.”
Is there any
brave, as

Is this a New Testament story ¢
one in the New Testament as noble, as
Daniel

Whisper Songs for July.

FIRST 1
Like the dew upon the lily,
On the cedar, and the vine,
Let thy blessing fall, dear Saviour,
On each little child of thine,

SECOND LESSON,
Let us, like the holy children,
Take our meat and drink from thee,
Trusting that thy hand will guide us
In the way we cannot see,

THIRD LESSON,
Though thy hand should lead, dear Saviour,
Through the fire and through the flood,
What can harm us when beside us

Stands the holy Son of God ?

FOURTH LESSON,
Though the hand of God be lifted
To destroy the work of sin,
He will call his little children
To his gates, and lead them in,

FIFTH LESSON,
He will charge his holy angels
To be watchful day and night,
Over all his little children ;
They are precious in his sight,

Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT,

Third Quarter.
CoNcCERT,
Jesus loves to listen
When to him we pray ;
Help us, then, to hasten
To his feet to-day,
PRAYER.
SINGING ¢
might)
Teacher. The Lord hear thee in the day of
trouble,
(lass, The name of the God of Jacob defend
thee.
7. Send thee help from the sanctuary,
(', And strengthen thee out of Zion,
7. Some trust in chariots, and some in horses ;
', But we will remember the name of the Lord
our God,
7. Save, Lord!
| _ €. Let the King hear us when we call.
Lorp’s Praver (slowly and reverently, in con-
cert).
7. What do we learn in S8unday school ?
(', That God is our heavenly Father,
7. What book teaches us this beautiful truth ?
', The Holy Bible.
Recite after teacher :

1 “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Al

“ When my teacher reads the Bible,
That is God’s own holy word,
And each message that she brings us
Is a message from the Lord ;
O then I will never trifle ;
I will listen, I will say :
“Rpeak, O Lord ! thy servant heareth,
Speak, thy servant will obey,”
OFFERING.
Teacher, We gladly bring our offering to-day
to Jesus, because--

Class. ** The Lord loveth a cheerful giver,”
SINGING  (Air, “ Jesus loves me '):

*Tis but little we can give,
But our mites we gladly bring ;
Knowing that our blessed Lord
Will accept love's offering.

He who saw the widow’s mite
Hears the pennies as they fall ;

From his throne in yonder sky
Jesus sees and counts them all,

BirTnpAY OFFERING,

SUPPLEMENTAL LESSON,

LessoN Tavenr,

EcHO PRAYER.

LessoN CrosiNGg (Tune, *“ What a Friend wc¢
have in Jesus") :

(Use simple service,)

Jesug, help us to remember
This sweet lesson from thy word.
Write upon our hearts forever
Truths that we this day have heard.
All the week be near to bless us,
Bring us to thy house again.
Lord. be with us ; guard us ; guide us,

For our 8aviour’s sake. Amen,
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The Road Plome

0 Pilgrim, as you jourpey, do you ever

ms and the rough-

ly matter, all the
strange and bifter stress,
Heat and cold, and tafl and sorrow—"twilt
be healed with “plessedness,
For the r leads home ?

nd blissful shelter
nd full content,
of kindred; and the
y rent

Home !—the safe
where is gla
And companionshi

From your holdi shall be given back
more preciof§k than before.

Oh ! you will not #nind the journey with
such blesse@ness in store,

ind the roughness nor
s of the way,
sted morning, nor the
f the day;

take a turning to the
he right,

ead, nor tremble at the
the night,

oad leads home,

And you will n
left or to
But go straight
coming o

“My Young
Albert Ba
Price, 75 ce
don : Funk

an.” By Rev. Louis
s, D.D. 12mo, cloth.
. New York and Lon-
‘Wagnalls Company.

cent book, “ The Chris-

of this most
Wagnalls Co

olific author. Funk &
pany now announce a
me, entitled, “ My Young
new volume, as did the
ntains a series of ad-
g men delivered in the
ristian Association Hall,

They are devoted to
n of the young man in
s as a son, a brother, a

former one,
dresses to yo
Young Men's
Cleveland, O

member of jety, a lover, a husband,
a citizen, a y#ung man and his money,
and the you man as himself. The

aims of the addresses, or character
studies, is tof arouse in young men a
love and resflect for things that they
are too apt regard lightly, Parents

and teachers, who desire to p|

hands of boys and young a book
which will cause them to nk more
seriously of these subjects, 1 do well
to send for this new volum
The Written Reflew.
We are gratified to findffthat quite a

large number of our superi;
without hesitation, adopt
review blanks issued by
the first quarter. This
be. Every school in tif church ought
to use them. The immgfliate effect will
be to increase the interdt of the school
and to secure better rk throughout
the quarter.

In order that all m
the price hereafter has®™een fixed by the
House at forty cents @#r hundred. For
twenty-five cents extralgthe name of the
school and superinf®ndent will be
printed on each lot,
number taken. Thi

the written
r House for
as it should

use the blanks,

n, and the price
low rate in order
ay use them,

ndents announce,
is quarter, that on
another written
lend of every suc-
pupils will appre-
emand upon them
k, and will respond
estions should not
pupils are in posi-
day of the review,
why all should not
With these

that all our schools

Now let all superi
at the beginning of
June 26 there will
review, and at th
ceeding quarter,
ciate this sensible
for more critical
to it gladly. The
be given out till ti
tion to write on

- quarter’s lessons are
all the things n@gessary to a successful
. Magazine.

The Rev. W¥ H. Hincks, of Central
Methodist chur
of Sunday af]
auditorium of
of the Bible
locality not
bath-school
opportunity
knowledge o
leadership,

supplementing their
the Bible under able
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MCALIST IngS
PAPER, §0c.; CLOTH, 60c.

Dr. Withr§w, in his introduction,
says: “It @ written with brilliant
literary skillfwith force and vivacity,
with wit anff humor, and with some
touches of fragic pathos. It is a
tremendous findictment of the liquor
traffic, and gets forth the mission and
power of w?an to ennoble and bless
society.”  {

FiS [TS FOR
THE FLac

By W. H. Fitchett

Author of "()gu that Won the Empire.” With
Portraits and Plans,

PRICE, CLOTH, $1.25

At HERE |is no bluster, no brag, no
nausebus cant about a chosen people;
but there is a ringing enthusiasm

for endurancdy, for dashing gallantry, for

daring and (lﬁicult feats, which generous
hearted boys and men will respond to quickly.

There is not a 'hnhhy paragraph from begin-

ning to end.”+The Bookman ( London).

By ELLEN THOBNEYCROFT FOWLER
Paper, 1%¢. Cloth, $1.25,

ISS THORNH
made a
her last

always regard ‘Is
interest, and we s
enamoured by the

CROFT FOWLER has
tinct advance, even upon
k. Methodist readers must
1 Carnaby' with peculiar
1 not be surprised if they
arm of that famous story,
refuse to admit thaffthe new story is better than
the old. We will fot quarrel with them; but
candor compels us t@say that, in plot and thought,
and even in the po br of its godliness, “A Double
Thread” is Miss F@wler's best piece of literary
work."—The Methodist Recorder.

Che ﬁljlisc of the
aa(ba“ ROUND THE."

WORLD AFTER
MDD NE spERM WHALES
B‘é’\.)

FRANK T.
BULLEN

lustrated. Paper, T5¢.; Cloth, $1.25

Rudyard Kip]iég wrote the author: *It
is immense—thegfe is no other word. I've
never read anything that equals it in its
deep-sea wumlcr;lul mystery. . . . It's

a new world you'ye opened the door to.”

]
i

WE PAY POSTAGE. |

WILLIAM BRIGGS, -

C. W, «')ATED. Montreal, P.Q.

i

Wesley Buildings.",’-‘ .

TORONTO, ONT.

8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax, N.S,
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LY Amelia E. Barr, who well mainf
stories ; this new one, “I, Tho
best she has written since ‘A
$1.00. Two books that the bo;
will be found instructive as welfas intensely interesting, are “The Cruise

way. It will be to t|
books as they are pu
may have been dongin the past.
Let us healfrom you.
- ~~——
ILLIAM BRIGGS,
02202 2222%9%2%9%2%9%2%9%2%2%%%"

Among some of the new books we may mentiog§ * Yesterday Framed
Received Him, by *‘?ansy’’;
phant,” by Florence M.

““Titus,” ¢ Stephen,” ** Paul,”

ies to which it forms a com

pe’s Experiences in Scot-

Kingsley, the author of the justly popular boo|
and witty Kate Douglas Wiggin,
ore for their special reading. We

a new story well worthy of the excellent

plement ; cloth, $1.00; paper, 60c. * Pen

land,” from the pen of the clever, brigh

whom the girls are looking to more and,

heartily recommend this book ; price $1.2% cloth. Rev. Charles M. Sheldon’s

A GOOD RULE ‘ ’!
Procure the Bew Bobks as
Soon as Published= « « «

new book, “The Miracle at Mark :" How Twelve Churches Became
One, is said to be his best work, and glgpuld be in every Library as soon as
possible ; cloth, b50c.; paper, 30c. ,#n interesting story, “A Double
Thread,” is the latest production from the pen of Ellen Thorneyeroft Fowler,
the author of one of the most pn]ﬁ‘ books of the past year, *“ Concerning
Isabel Carnaby” ; paper, 75c.; clothy $1.25. Another book that comes to us

with a good recommendation is fm the pen of the celebrated authoress,

ns the popularity won with her earliest
and the Other One,” is said to be the
w of Orange Ribbon" ; paper, 60c.; cloth,
vill be glad to find in the Library and which

of the Cachalot:” Rour
Bullen, first mate ; illustrate
immense” ; and “Fights
““Deeds that Won the Em
London Spectator says, ** N
ture produced a writer ca;

‘the World after Sperm Whales, by Frank T.
paper, 7bc.; cloth, §1.25; Kipling says, ‘It is
r the Flag,” by W. H. Fitchett, author of
e,” with portraits and plans ; cloth, $1.00. The
since Macaulay ceased to write has English litera-
ble of infusing such 'ife and vigor into historical
scenes.” The raising of thf curtain on some of nature's mysteries will be seen
by reading Grant Allen'@Tascinating book, “Flashlights on Nature,”
very fully illustrated bygFrederick Enock ; cloth, $1.25. It is desirable that
our boys and girls, as
nature than they do. g

These books, alogg with any others your school would like to have on
approbation, we will gladly send on for your inspection. We pay freight one

1l as adults, should know more about the wonders of

interest of all to consider the plan of ordering the new
lished, and not wait to purchase onee or twice a year as

Toronto




Souvenif Oven

SeSSSORozzzz?  is proof against the gather-
' R

ing of grease or dirt of any
ind. The oven is always
pright and clean—not so

uch as a smutch to be
seen anywhere.
The aerated oven
makes impossible
the gathering of
foul odors of any
kind. Pure, fresh
air is ever coursing
through it — the

impure always
crowded out. Theseja are reasons why the most dainty and
delicate dish—milkg ‘ foods of all kinds—can be cooked
in an aerated ovenjwithout taking on, in any degree, the
odors of other disl.i{:. Souvenirs combine every modern
convenience and '{are—“perfect stoves.”’ i

—Our A’en!s, and you find them in every town and city, will be
—glad 60 describe this stove and oven to anyone interested.

Sold everywhere. One will last a lifetime.

THE———l-

GURNEY-TILDEN Co., p—

Stove, l?nrnu) and Radiator Manufacturers. Hamllton, Ont.
WHOLESALE AGENCIES IN_TORONTO, MONTREAL AND WINNIPEG

p— —




