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THE GRAND JURY SY8TEM IN
CANADA.

The following circular was addressed by
the Minister of Justice to judges and others
in Canada:

" Department of Justice, Ottawa, 29 Oct.
1890. Sir,-The question of the expediency
of abolishing the functions of grand juries in
relation to the administration of criminal
justice bas on several occasions been broughit
to the attention of parliament, and intima-
tions have from time to time been made to
the government by municipal bodies, judges
and others interested in criminal jurispru-
dence, that the abolition would be in the
public interest.

It is my intention to lay before parliament
in thé near future a bill codifying the crimi-
nal law of Canada, both as regards substan-
tive law and procedure. Before submitting it,
however, I would be very glad to be favour-
ed with your views upon the question above
mentioned.

I have itaken the liberty of addressing this
circular to, ail the judges in Canada whe are
charged with judicial functions in criminal
mnatters as well as to the attorney general of
each province."

The replies from the province of Quebec,
which. in the main are strongly in favor of
the retention of the system, are as follows

CHIEF JUSTICE JOHNSON.

I have no difficulty in saying at once, that
where there is a system of paid, profession-
ally traine 'd and competent police magis-
trates, the abolition of grand juries appears
to me desirable, as respects ordinary felonies
and misdemeanors; but I doubt whether in
cases of a more or lesa political complexion
such as seditious libels-the intervention of
an entirely independent body could cease
Without impairing the confidence of the
People in the impartiality of the admin-
istration of the law.

I do flot know, and arn net called upon te
give, any opinion upon what might b. Pro-'

posed as a substitute for the grand jury;
but if I may assume it te be the complaint
and information after examination of the
accused, as now practised in Montréal, I
should feel satisfied if the system .were re-
stricted to the ciis, and within the limit
of non-political cases.

It occurs to me, however, that even ini such
cases, the substitution of the police magis-
trate for the grand jury beyond the limits of
the cities would b. undesirable, if not wholly
impracticable, as the power of the fédéral
parliament te, regulato, criminal procédure
could not extend te the appointment of local
magistrates, and those offices would there-
fore certainly be held by partizans, te the
great danger and detriment of justice as wefl
in public opinion as in its actual administra-
tion which is already beset with great diffi-
culty and expense arising frem the two
languages in use in the province.

ME. JUSTICE JE-TTÉ

Although the judges of the superior court,
in the province of Quebec, have criminal,
jurisdiction, the law (Sec. 2452, 2453, R.S.Q.)
enacts that in the cities cf Montreal and
Quebec, when a judge of the court of Queen's
bench is present and able te sit, the superior
court judges are net bound te attend te that
duty. In consequence cf this disposition, I
have neyer been called te oit in criminal.
cases, and therefore I de not feel warranted
in offering any opinion on the question sub>
mitted.

ME. JUSTICE PELLETIER.

In my opinien, the grand jury is, in our
districts, a great protection for th. repose of
the indivîdual and a guarantee for peace
among neighboure. I do net hesitate to de-
clare that without the grand jury many vexa-
tieus suite would be instituted, especially in
matters which. weuld touch more or leu
closely political partizanship. To my own
knowledge many frivolons accusations have
been stopped by the grand jury. It is true
that the keeping up cf this body is cStly ;
but until another institution is substituted
for it,--some mode of preliminary trial which
offers the same guarantees for the security
cf the persen as for the property cf Her
Majosty's subject,-it would be dangeroua,
in my opinion, te aboliali it.
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MR. JUSTICE WURTELE.
If in ail the judicial districts of Quebec, we

had able judges of the sessions and district
magistrates, such as Meseors. Desnoyers and
Dugas in Montreal, Mr. Rioux in Sherbirooke
and Mr. St. Julien in Ayhner, and that the
law required ail cases to be referredI to them.
for committal for trial, then I think that
grand juries rnight be abolished. ini this pro-
vince, but without such a safeguard I do not
believe that theit abolition would be in the
public interest.

MIR. JUSTICE PÂGNUELO.
The inconveniences resulting from the

System of grand juries are manifold, and the
manner it is enforced adds to, its inherent
defects. Jurors lack that practical knowledge
which a trained judicial oflcer or a judge
po8sesses for the discovery of crimes, they
are hiable to, surprises, and their feelings will
often b. appealed to and abused ; in political,
religious and racial trials, a condemnation is
often next to impossible àagainet a partisan,
a co-religionist or a countryman, and crimi-
nams escape.

The one good feature of this system con-
sists in this, that it gives to the accused as
judges flot adversaries or hardened officiais
exercising a daily routine business, but per-
sons interested in bis fate by a com munity of
interest and of social position.

It le for this reason that juries are as a
mIle, found fault With, as giving criminals
too many chances to, escape; but it is of
very rare occurrence that they be suspected
of condemning innocent persons.

These considerations are true of petit as
*well as grand juries, but the secret and ex-
parte proceedings before grand juries add
considerably to the inconveniences of the
jury system, especially where the standard
of the jurors in low as it is in this province.

My impression in that cases are not suffi-
ciently considered by grand jurors, and that
the latter are toc easily approached. Chal-
lenges being unknown and impossible, opi-
nions are oflen formed before grand jurors
meet together in their room.

Suspicions of that kind are by themselves
a great drawback: on this mode of adminis-
teein justice.

ue muet also bear ini mind that juriez

owe their existence in England to the desire
IOf Providing a guarantee againat the undue
influence which the then organization of
society and of the government, and former
abuses by porsons higli in authority justifled
the People te fear from permanent judges or
officers appointed by the crown; they were
more of the nature of a political safeguard
against govemfiment officiais than against
the errors to wbich. mankind is hoir.

Jurors are nowadays no longer a bulwark
cf personal or poflitical liberty, and they are
generally dispensed witb, in political trials,
at times cf great political agitation, but
jurors are considered rather a safeguard
against the indifference, negligence or parti-
ality cf officiais.

The main office cf grand jurors, as I view
it, is now te control the decision cf the magie-
trate, when a preliminary investigation lias
been held, or that cf the judge or attorney
general or his substitute when it is dispensed
with, and te, guard against prosecutions from
motives cf revenge, bias or interest.

Such a check is necessary in this country;
I huld very strong opinions on this head, and
should grand jurors be abolished, a substi-
tuts for them will have te be provided.

It is not possible te, leave it te any one cf
our justices cf the peace, now counted by
hundreds in this province, te say that any
citizen will be submitted te the trouble,
anxiety, expense and shame cf a criminal
trial, perhaps on the moet trivial pretexta, or
te, allow a man te escape trial, in the face cf
the most positive evidence, either through
partisanship, favour or intereet Both cof
these contingencies must b. carefuily guard-
ed against, as equally detrimental te Society
and personal security.

Therefore, I again ask, what substitute le
suggested for grand juries? I arndecidedly
against officiaIs appointed by local govern-
mente, as they would not be above the ordi-
nary substitutes cf the attorney general, and
it would be most unsafe te leave it in their
hande.

In France, five judges cf the court cf ap-
peal constitute a court cf enquiry or mise en
accusaton, to, whom the clerk: cf the court
reade ail the depositions taken by the juge
instrcteur, with the help cf the substitut. Of '
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the procureur de la république, as well as the
answers given by the accused in bis private
examinations by the juge instructeur and
any written defense that the accused may
choose to offer. These judges are competent
men, and exercise these functions alternately
with the other members of the court of ap-
peals. If this system, which was adopted in
1808, as a substitute to grand juries, and
strongly favoured by Napoleon, and which is
now pretty universally adopted all through
Europe, were possible here, I would favour
its adoption with some modification as to
details.

A bill is now before the Quebec legislature,
and will likely pass, for the appointment of
additional judges in the court of queen's
bench, in order that two judges of said court
may be appointed by the chief justice for
holding criminal courts in all the districts of
the province. Perhaps the resident judge,
who by this new law is relieved of the duty
of holding the criminal court in his district,
could jointly with one or two of the.judges
of adjoining districts, constitute a court
of enquiry and exercise hereafter the fune-
tions of grand juries, or some other mode
equally reliable and safe could be devised
out of the actual organization of our courts,
such, for instance, as despatching two or
three of the county judges in the Montreal
division, and two or three in the Quebec
division, to discharge the same duties for a
year, etc. This I leave to you, sir, to say.
Were all the judges of the superior court re-
siding in three or four cities or towns, under
the direction of our two chief justices, this
idea might be more readily carried out than
by the judges scattered all through the pro-
vince as they are now.

A change of this importance deserves
great consideration. Would the advantage
derived from the new system be sufficient to
justifv its substitution to the old one ? As it
would have to be applied to all or nearly ail
the provinces, the difficulties to enforce the
idea may yet be increased.

Not presuming to solve the problem, and
apologizing for the length of this communi-
cation, I remain, &c.

MI. JUSTICE BROOKS.

I have always considered the duties

of the grand jury as most important, and
that unless and until a most thorough and rad-
ical change in oursystem of administering the
criminal law is made, the grand jury system
should be retained not only in the interest
of persons accused of crime, but of the public.

While our justices of the peace, as must
necessarily be the case in a new country like
this, are men who are not and who cannot
be supposed to be skilled in the law, who
have not in the great majority of cases even
the benefit of a liberal education, and who
have not the means of obtaining the services
of any efficient or skilled clerks to aid them
in the performance of their duties, it is ex-
ceedingly unsafe to place in their hands as a
rule the pom er of deciding if a person charged
before them with a crime should be placed
in the dock to take his trial at a higher
criminal court.

I have known in my experience of thirty
years in criminal matters many cases where
persons have been bound over to take their
trial for alleged offences, particularly in mat-
ters involving questions of civil. rights,
against whom under the instruction from
the judge presiding over the criminal court
or on advice being sought from the represen-
tative of the attorney general, the grand jury
have returned "no bills," which if returned
as true bills into court would have placed in-
nocent men upon their trial to their disgrace
in the eye of the public, with great expense
to the country and to no purpose.

On the other hand I have very seldom
known of bills thrown out by the grand jury
when there was ground for returidng true
bills.

The expense to the country of the grand
jury not being very considerable it adds to
the dignity and importance of the criminal
court.

They have from the presiding judge an ex-
position of the criminal law defining their
duties and functions which ought to be in-
structive and of value.

The members of the grand jury, some of
whom are usually justices of the peace, are
instructed in their duties as such; and in
cases which are to be brought before them
involving questions of any difficulty they
have the benefit of instruction from the court
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or advioe from the crown counsel, which en-
ables them in the public interest to decide
*either to find true bills or to reject bills laid
before them, when trials would be, fruitless
and the persons accused should not be put to
the disgrace of publie trial.

In case of errore on their part in tbrowing
ont bills they can always be renewed before
another court, and 1 have never yet seen
any grosseuae of failure of justice by the er-
roneous judgment of the grand jury in reject-
ing bis laid before them.

I consider the grand jury systemn essential
to the proper administration of criminal
justice in the country. They have a riglit to
present all matters which. are connected
with the administration of criminal law and
they frequently avail themselves of that
right, thus being an official medium of com-
munication between the people and the ex-
ecutive in such matters, and I know of no
other system which. could be adopted which'
would ensble us safely to dispense witb
their Services, certainly not the substitution
of any officer or officers, wbo, however skill-
ed in legal matters, would take their place in
deciding as to what persons should be put
upon their trial for alleged criîninal offences.

I look upon tbe functions of tbe grand
jurors, who are supposed to be chosen from
amongst the more intelligent men of the
community, as most important and Most
useful, and believe that an institution which
has worked satisfactorily for so many years
should. ho retained. I know of no system
which would work so satisfactorily, certainly
flot that of the Procureur du Roi and Juge
d'in8tructiWf, existing in France where the
absence of a grand jury, jury d'accusation, lias
been 80 strongly felt and deplored and the
evils of their system so forcibly pointed ont
by so many able Frenchi juristis.

I know of no system. so effective as ours for
the prevention of uselese trials or whicb
affords at the samne time sncb safeguards
for the innocent accused, and protection for
society against the guilty.

JUDUE TESIER.

In anawer to your circular respecting the
abq1ition of the grand jury, I must say, in
My opinion, that it is botter not to abplish it.
Without entering upon long dissertations

upon this subject, I will confine myself te
saying :-That from my experience, there
bas, been to my knowledge, no just cause for
complaint againet the working of the grand
jury, at least, in the province of Quebec.
That the grand jury is a guarantee of inde-
pendence and impartiality, especially in a
country like dur own where a difference of
origins and religions exists. Because the
grand jury lias the ndvantage of educating
tbe people, and of making men from the
highest class of citizens better understand
tbe importance of a good administration of
justioe, by making them take part in its ad-
miniptration, and by bringing together these
citizens taken from various localities of tbe
judicial district Because in making the
grand jury t> disappear, it will be necessary
to put in its place a new piece of macbinery,
and those persons who will be entrusted
with these new duties will.be much more ex-
posed to Suspicion and unfriendly criticism
than was the grand jury.

JUD)GE TASCHEREAU.

As far as the large centres, sncb as Mont-
real, Quebec, &c., are concerned, I see no
difficulty te be, apprehended as a result of tbe
abolition of the grand jury, tbe crown being
always, as a rule, well represented, and the
preliminary investigations being properly
conducted. ,In several districts, however,
the samne guarantees are far fromn existing,
and thp abolition of the grand jury would
leave a blank wbich parliament would
perbaps fill with a great deal of difficulty.
However, tbis can be overcome with a proper
system of preliminary examinations, under
the responsibility and supervision of oficials
ad hoc.

As te the institution of grand juries in'
itself, it seems te me an evident failure, at
least in this province.

MFt. JUSTICE CA5AULT.

I bave tbe bonour te state that I believe
the finding by grand jury a very important
protection against unfounded accusation
and p)rosecution.

Political rancour rune, at times, so bigli,
and the conduet of the criminal business of
tbe crown may be confided te such inexperi-
enced, or! irresponsible, or oven unscrupulous
men that I would not recommend the dis-
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pensation of a procedure which may save
innocent persons from the ignominy of stand-
ing at the bar on a trial for felony or f be-
ing subjected to a criminal prosecution for a
misdemeanor.

I will, moreover, beg leave to add that
grand juries and their reports are not, in
My opinion, without benefit to themselves j
and utility to the public, and that the dis-
charge of their duties generally tends to in-
struct and elevate characters by the honour
which is found in being so importantly mix-
ed with the administration of justice.

JUDGE TELLIER.

I have the honour to inform you that an
experience of more than a quarter of a cen-
tury, gained as much when acting as deputy
clerk and crown attorney, as when a justice
of the court of queen's bench, lead me to the
holding of an opinion favourable to its pre-
servation. The action of the grand jury may
be useless in many cases, but in general it
bears good fruit and renders undeniable
service.

The criminal law is an instrument which
is used often to secure other ends than that
of the repression of crime and the protection
of society ; and for its application it is impor-
tant that justice should be surrounded by all
the elements fitted to make it equitable and
efficient. The institution of the grand jury,
Owing to the number, the selection and the
qualification of its members. offers all desir-
able guarantees.

The grand jurors, selectdd from the most
Prominent men of the district, and coming
froi various localities, are obliged to ex-
amine and declare on the faith of their oath,
if there is sufficient cause for placing on his
trial the prisoner, in order that he may be
able to answer the charges brought against
him. Each judgment being for these oc-
casional judges a grave and solemn, action,
which reckons for something in their life,
they bring to its preparation all their atten-
tion, naturally, and all the caution they are
capable of. The manner of their selection,
their independence of authority, and the
temporary character of their duties, make
excellent judges of them.

Their participation in judicial proceedings
is adapted to inspire confidence in the public

Lnd respect for justice, and to produce a salu-
ary effect upon society. The cause for its
existence makes itself felt especially in a
country like ours where the criminal law is
made by the federal power and is carried in-
to effect by the provincial power. If I add
to these few remarks the fact that the grand
jury costs to the public treasury but a trifle,
namely: the small cost for the summons of
the men who compose it, I will say to you,
'Sir, let us keep this tribunal." Such is
my opinion, and I respectfully submit it to
you.

JUDGE MATH1EE.

When a preliminary examination bas
taken place, and the justice of the peace or
the police magistrate has found that there is
matter for trial, I do not see why the same
question is submitted for the determination
again of the grand jury, for the report of the
grand jury is equivalent to the declaration
that there is or is not matter sufficient to
bring to trial.

It is true that one can bring a bill of indict-
ment before the grand jury, before holding a
preliminary examination, but in this case,
one might supplement the indictment before
the grand jury by declaring that, whenever
there is no preliminary examination, the
trial of the prisoner cannot be gone on with
without the permission of the court being
obtained.

I think that the preliminary examiation,
and, in default of such, the authorization of
the court, is a sufficient protection for the
accused person, and with these provisions
one cannot be subject to vexatious trials in
law. I ought further to remark that this
preliminary examination, and one held in
secret before the grand jury, is subject to
many inconveniences, and the right of pre-
senting indictments to the grand jury is often
abused,-whose good faith persons have
often abused by allowing them to become
acquainted with only enough to give the ap-
pearance of truth to the charge. Often the
grand jury itself abuses the right it possesses
to make representations, and its remarks do
not always bear the stamp of wisdom. I am,
then, of opinion that the grand jury might
be abolished, after placing in the law, as I
have stated, a safeguard such as I have in-
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dicated, or something similar, to prevent
vexatious trials at law.

MR. JUsTICE CROSS.
I am disposed to give my advice strongly

against the abolition of grand juries, not for
any new reasons or anything that I could
add to what has been recognized for ages as
to the institution being one highly venerat-
ed, it being a bulwark of liberty, a safeguard
against oppression and a highly prized consti-
tutional channel for the denunciation of
abuses. Its composition inspires confidence,
and its mistakes are for the most part easily
remedied. It assures to the accused the
same justice he might be called upon himself
to deal out to bis peers if acting as a grand
juror. Like other human institutions, it has
defects, among others, it is expensive and
cumbrous and its conclusions are not always
satisfactory; probably on that account it is
too readily condemned by many who do not
think deeply of its value as a whole, not re-
flecting that it is easier to pull down and de-
stroy than it is to build up and restore. It is
fair to enquire of these, what better substi-
tute they would suggest to replace it. Were
presentations made at the instance of a
public officer only, his responsibility would
be great, he would run the risk of becoming
very unpopular and of incurring the hatred
of the friends of every one denounced to the
public tribunals. The presentations would
naturally take the leaning of the temper of
the accuser; if mildly disposed they might
be weak, if severe the reverse, but this, if an
evil at all, would be the least of evils. In
the possession of a fixed or permanent power
it is the tendency of the human mind to be-
come arbitrary. In the hands of an unscrup-
ulous official how readily might not such
power become an instrument of tyranny
and oppression which could be used to screen
guilty favourites and with harshness to those
who might have incurred his displeasure.
Imagine the case of the executive power of
the government desiring to harass its politi-
cal opponents ; no better machinery could be
devised for the purpose than to invest their
agents with the powers of a grand jury; in
such a case the safeguard of the institution is
ini'aluable.

I do not deny that the system may be

susceptible of improvem'ent, but I think
those having the power would do well to re-
flect'earefully before decreeing the abolition
of the institution.

JUDGE CIMON.

It would be very extraordinary if the secu-
lar institution of grand juries did not meet
with, especially in modern times when there
is every tendency towards innovation, critics
who would pray for its abolition.

I do not believe that the grand jurors are
reproached with bringing useless or ill-found-
ed charges; this is so much in their favour.
The reproaches come rather from a contrary
cause, that is to say, that the grand jurors
favour the prisoners. I admit that I have
seen sometimes, but rarely, grand jurors al-
lowing themselves to be easily approached
by the friends of the accused persons, and in
consequence I have known them returning
indictments as not true when the proof of
guilt was doubtful. I saw, during the course
of my practice as a lawyer, very near rela-
tives of the prisoners form part of the grand
jury; I have even seen the father of the
accused on the grand jury deliberating on
the fate of his son. It need not be stated
that the indictment in this case was return-
ed as not a true bill. But let us not forget
that in all these cases the evil is remediable.
For the fact that the grand jury have return-
ed the indictment as not a true bill, does not
discharge the offender, and one can always
submit anew the charge to other grand jurles,
and the crown may, if the course is preferable
to attain the ends of justice, even obtain a
change of venue. And it is evident that it is
very certain that the crown, in these rare and
extreme cases, will always conclude by
obtaining a true bill if the evidence demands
it.

So it happens that the reproaches cast
upon this institution, although they may be
serious, only are deserved in cases of great
rarity, and do not entail an irreparable evil.
And if provisions of law were adopted for
better defining the causes for challenge of
the grand jurors, and an effective procedure
was laid down for this purpose, there would
be avoided for the future anything to give
cause to these unusual reproaches.

Now, if as a counterpoise to these unusual
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reproaches, we place the services rendered
by the grand juries, it seems to me that we
cannot'hesitate for a moment as to the main-
tenance of this institution. Whatever may
be said of them they serve still, at the present
time, to protect the honour and liberty of the
subject against the crown. How many trivial
charges having no foundation are rejected by
the grand juries ? It is not the crown which
would bave protected the citizen against
these' charges, seeing that they are the re-
presentatives of the crown who bring them
before the grand jurors. If the latter had
not been in existence, they would bave been
laid immediately before the petty jurors. It
is a matter of fact that a criminal trial is al-
ways dangerous, even though the prisoner be
innocent.

I can say that at each criminal term at
which I have presided, in the various rural
districts, I was always fortunate in being
able to reckon upon the assistance of the
grand jurors,and it was with satisfaction that
I saw them, at each of these terme, return as
not true the indictments which were brought
before them.

Doubtless grand juries have committed
errors, as every human institution has and
will do; but they are probably less numer-
ous than those of the petty juries, notwith-
standing that the latter are more under the
control and in the light of the court.

It would be with the most profound regret
that I should see the institution of the grand
jury abolished. I think that the people of
the province of Quebec are of the same
opinion; for, recently,by the unanimous vote
of their representatives in the legislature of
Quebec, there was voted to each grand jury-
man an indemnity, who formerly was oblig-
'ed to give his services for nothing. This is
far from endeavouring to reduce the expendi-
ture caused by this institution. It is in high
favour. It is an institution springing from
the people, and it seems to me that they
cling closely to it. Let us make the system
perfect, but I do not think that it ought to be
abolisbed.

ME. JUSTICE GILL.
I would entirely approve of a measure to

that effect, provided of course some modifica-
tion of the preliminary examination as ac-

tually practised before the justices of the
peace be made, those justices not being as a
rule in the rural districts of this province
sufficiently educated and so free from pre-
judice as to always fulfil properly the office.

I would go further and abolish the trial by
jury in a number of cases, viz., in all the
offences which may now be tried before
a police magistrate; that is, I would deprive
in such cases the accused of his right of option
which be now has of being tried by a jury or
by the magistrate.

MR. JUSTICE CHARLAND.

I have the honour to submit respectfully
that I see no inconvenience in abolishing the
functions of grand juries in districts where
preliminary investigation can be made by
competent magistrates.

MR. JUSTICE BOURGEOIs.

I confess that my views upon that question
are not much settled.

I have found occasionally that the fune-
tions of the grand juries were useless and
that their secrecy .led to treacherous prosecu-
tions and gross injustice.

In the rural districts of this province pre-
liminary inquiries are often made by un8kil-
led or prejudiced justices; in such cases, or
where there bas been no preliminary inquiry
at all, the functions of the grand juries afford
a kind of protection against oppressive and
unjust prosecutions.

If the institution of the grand jury were
abolished, I think the statute ought to pro-
vide that nobody is to be arraigned or put
on hie trial before petty jurie8, unies, a pre-
liminary investigation has been made in his
presence, by a competent officer.

The codification of our criminal laws as
suggested by the circular is very desirable.

MR. JUSTICE ANDREWS.

In my opinion it is inexpedient to abolish
the functions of grand juries in relation to
the administration of criminal justice. , Bo
far as I am aware, the chief if not only
reasons usually given for such abolition are:
the extra expense to the public and incon-
venience to individuals, which would be
thereby saved.

I think that both are at least counter-
balanced by the benefit accruing to the indi-
vidual jurors and to the community at large,
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througb the education in matters connected
with the administration of justice imparted
to the jurorn by tlie charge of the judge, and
acquired by them during their consideration
of the cases brought before them. This
makes tbem, and other members of the com-
munity coming in contact with tbem, better
fltted. to worthily enjoy the benefits of free
institutions. I think that the more diyetly
the people are made to take their pare, and
to feel that they have their part, in the ad-
ministration of justice, the more likely they
will ho to respect and obey the law.

1 think this the more important in the
province of Quebec, wbere se very few civil
suite are tried by juries.

I think, also, the knowledge that the grand
jury can make public presentment to the
courts denouncing neglects of duty, abuses
and wrongs, exercises a salutary restrain-
ing influence of importance.

A further reason of great weight with me
against the abolition is that as grand juries
have in the past stood in England between
the.oppressor and bis intended victim, 80 it
is far from impossible, or even improbable,
that in this province they may not in the
future ho similarly useful.

I think it quite conoeivable that in times
of pelitical excitement, with the power that
the crown bas by means of challenges with-
eut assigning cause to secure a petit jury of
a particular political complexion, the grand
jury might ho the main safeguard against
oppression and injustice.

If not out of place I may add that eminent
writers in France deplore the present non-ex-
istence of the grand jury in that country-
among them Bérenger and Oudot, cited by
Forsyth in bie " History of Trial by Jury."
pp. 351 and 352.

The demand for abolition alluded to by
you in your circular may perbapa in part ho
accounted for by the fact that persons fond
of change are prone te look only at the ad-
vantages they expect therefrom, and wait tilI
they ebtain it te discover the evils it
occasions.

ME. JUSTICE LARUE.

I ,iave the honour te state that in my ex-
perience, particularly in the district of Rim-
ouuik, the grand jurors are tee much expos-

ed te outside influences. Besides, the sum-
mioning of the grand jurors is very expensive
and eut of proportion with the services ren-
dered by them.

1 am, therefore, of opinion that the aboli-
tion of grand juries would ho desirable and
in the public interest.

MR. JUSTICE LORAKGER.

In my opinion, the abolition of the func-
tiens of the grand Juries in relation te the
administration of criminal justice, weuld ho
in the public interest. My experience wben
attorney general as well as that which I have
acquired at the bar and in the exercise of
my judicial functions, has Convinced me
that this institution ceuld be replaced with
advantage by a proper system of prelimi-
nary investigations coupled with the appoint-
ment of permanent crown prosecuters.

MIL JUSTICE LYNCH.

My experience as a judge is of tee short
duration te permit of my expressing any
opinion in that capacity ; that wbile at the
bar I neyer saw anything in this district
wbich would warrant tbe conclusion that tbe
utility of the grand jury system, bad ceased.
I know of nething which would satisfactorily
replace it; and I believe its abolishment
would ho a fatal mistake. Time and intelli-
gence have somewhat improved the institu-
tion ; and the public bave come te respect it
and te regard iA as a necessary part of the
crimîrial justice macbinery. Possibly the
manner of compesing it mighit ho improved,
se that its membership would be made up of
the more intelligent part of the community.

GENERAL NOTES.
SsorTRsÂw STÂTISTIcs.-Mr. Isaac Pitman has com-

plled statistics on the extent to which bis imystem ofshorthand i8 taught inEnglandand the returns thisXy ar
show a striking increase over those of last year. Du r-ing 1889 there were 44,730 students under class instruc-
tion in Pitman's shorthand; ini 1890 this number in-creased to, 55,558, who were divided amoug l20 col-
leges, schools, publie institutions, olasses, &o. * These,figures by no means represent ail who are learning
phonography throughout the country. They do not
include private students, who form tegreateat pro-
portion of t hose who take np the study. The statistiesshow an increase in every respect, but no single itemshows a more striking or a more rapid growth than
that which consists of statistios with reference to theteaohing of Phonography in the Board schools. The
returus received last year showed that ini the Board
sohools in London andi the provinces the study had
been taken up by 3,97 boys and 146 girls. The returna
this ycar show 8,143 beys and 1,793 girls under instruc-
tion. These figures indicate what an impetus thestudy of phonogra hy has received since the addition of
shorthand tethe >ducation Code as a 'speoific subjeot.'

328


