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LETTER VIIL

EXAMINATION OF TRADITION
EUCHARIST,.

TPON THI

1 have engaged myself; Sir. to justify the

deerees of the Chureh upon the Eucharist, to shew
juu their conformity with the doetrine revealed by
Jesus Christ and transmitted tous in the two-fold
deposit of the scriptures and tradition. The first
of these yuu have just been examining, andin it
you must Yave discovered the principal dogmas,
which the Chyrch ob¥iges usto believe. The seen-
nd is now- aboat to be !aid open before your eyes,
and in it you Wil see these same dogmas tasghtat
all times, and indtbitably deriving their origin from
the preacling of tte apostles, Itisan immense
field to pass over; buthe not alarméd ; the ages,
with which aboveall it will be our business to be-
come well acquainted, are the most ancient. We
will confine oursclves tothe six first s-and by pro-
ceeding methodically, we shall avoid the confusion
«ato which we should otherwise be throwa by the
quantity, of monuments, facts, and *passages,
which- will- successively, present themselves s
0 us., ‘We will begin by arranmng them
.nto classes, into general gnd particular proofs.
The former will bring us acquainted with the be-
uefof all the Churches of the world at once; the
.atter will shetw us the testimonies seperately given
hy particular teaches in its favour.

FIRST GENERAL PROOF DRAWN FROM THE DISCI-
PLINE OF SECRECY.

“Everv person who shall pay any attention to the
Fistory of the first ages of the Church will be struck
with a point of discipline which ¥ propose here te
investigate with you, and whichregards the invio-
lable secreeyfobserved by all the faithful on the sa-
cranients, and especially on that of the altar. Je-
sus Christ gave it as a precept to his disciples,when
hie commanded them under ﬁguranvc expressions
unt to give that which is holy to dogs, nor to cast
pearls before swine. When be instituted his au-
cust sacrament, he would have tione but his apos-
tles for witnesses : and we see that afterhis exam-
ple” the apostles never celebrated but insecrecy.
The seripture positively remarks that they mét
daily in the temple, and there pro“!ongca their pray-
yers, but that thoy entred into the interior of ‘some
private house to pamclpatc of the body of the
L0rd for this undoubtedir ie the sizn-fication of the

brcal.mg ofbreag,m thcstyle of the New testament:
the first cnigmatical expression upon the-Eucha-
rist that we meet with in antiquity; an expression
morcover, which, while it was well compréhended
by the christians, could not be uitderstood by the

unbelievers. Tknow that St. Paul has spoken moref{f.

openly and [ bave mysell’ quoted his words : but
he was writing to the Corinthfuns : his Jetter was
addressed and entrusted to the discretion of the
clergy of this Church, who read only to the faith-
ful those passages, which were forbidden to  thuse
who were not of the number ofthe faithful,. We
must say as much for the passoge in which St
Ignativs, speaks with more clearness, of the
Eucharist in hus epistle to the inhabitants of Smy-
rna,

In ancient times the sacraments were designated
under the general name of mysteries,which signiﬁcs
“hings hidden. They were adninistrated in pri-
vate assemblies, after sending out all those who
‘were notinitiated.  Until the time of the celebra-
tion it waspermitted to the catechumens, the strin-
gers, and even the unbelievers {0 remain. They
assisted ut the prayers, and the lessons that were
read from the old testament by lectors, from the
new by priestsordeasons. They could moreover
hear the explanation of the scripture, reserved o
the bishops, sometimesbut rarcly, delcgated by
them ton priest. In these horeliesor public ex-
planations of the scripture, the preachcr was €.~
ceedingly cautions niot to speak of the mysteries, or
if his subject obhged him to make allusion to them
hedid 1t with extreme reserve, covering the doc
trinc under enignatieal terms, that it might not be
understood by the catechumens or the pagans.
We do notspeak clearly of the mysteries before
the catechumens, said St. Cyril of Jerusales* but
we are often constrained to use obscure expressi-
ons, in order that, making oursclves well underst-
ood by the instructed ﬁu;hful those who are not
somay not receive injury flomit. 5t. Ambrose
says also, “ that if he had spoken of the'sacraments
it would have been,notto instruct them in them,
bt to make a discovery of them by a kind of trea-
chery.” Nothing is more common in§t, Chry-
sostom than. this manner of speaking ; “The inia-
ted alonc know it : the mysﬁcs,are instructed in it
—l would wish, says he again, to gpeak out clearly
uponbaptism 3 but 1 dare not on account of those
who arenot initisted. These persons mgke the
cxphcauons of these things more difficult to us,

by obliging us either to speak.obscurely or to dis-

cover bidden things: and notmthsxandmg,! will

Jcsplain mvcc,i‘ asfarasl po&*xbl; can, in covertand|
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veiled terms.”  Inthe other Fathers, particulary
in St. Augustine, we frequently find concealments,
phrases and sentences broken offand purpescly ob-
scured, on the subjectof the Eucharist.

You see clearly, Sir, that this reserve never lea
viag them when they spoke  public, did not fo:-
sake them when they took the pen and composed
works to coufound lieretics, pagans and jews. It
they had divulged the secret in their writings, i
would have been as vidiculous as useless to be so
scrupulously careful & skilfully discrect-in treating
the subject in theirsermons. Saint Cyril of Aleaan
dar satisfies himself with answering to the objecti
ons of Julian the Apostate against Bnphsm, “ that
these mysteries are so profound,& so lofty, that they
cannot be comprehended but by thoso who have
faith: that therefore for fear,that by discovering the
mysteries to ihe uninitiated, he should offend Jesus
Christ, who forbids holy things to be given todogs
and pearls to be cast before swine, he will mot yn
dertaking to treat ofthe more profound parts o
them.” And wfter having touched somewhat upon
it, headds « thnt he would say much more abou.
it, were he not afraid of being understood by the
uninitiated, because, says he,people gen crally rid.-
cule what they do sot understind, and ignoran
persors, not even being aware of the tscakness o
theirminds, contemn whigt thew ought mostto ad
mire:” Remark the reserve they imposed upon
themselves in the works destined for the public, 1
ig here cxprcssly mentxoned as well asin other fa
thers : and we have alwagsa Tight to suppose i
even whenit is not ahnounced in express ‘terms.
This habit of precaution and silerce, so genceral n:
the primitive ‘Church, continued up 1o the com-
mencement of the fifth century, when we sec that
Innocent I replying even toa bishop who had con
sulted hisn, dares not toopen hiwselfin tvriting
upon the mysterious partaf the Eucharist, « As
for the rest,says hc,wluch it is not pcrmxtted meto
write, we shall be able to speak of that by word <.
mouth, when you shallbe here.” Hear now
what manner the Abbe Flcury dmws out in few
words this dlscnplme oft secrecy mzh hu usual accu-
racy. and precision. Xt was customary tokeep the
sacraments conccaled, not only from the unbelic
wers, butalso from thc catechumens and they nue
only did not celcbratc themin theic preseuce, bu.
they dared not even telate to them what passed i
them,uo: speak even of the nature ofthe sacramen:.
They wrote still less about them ; and if; in a pub
lic discoursc, or ina writing whxch might fall into

prophanc hands, they were olliged to <rcak of the
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Fuchavistor of some other mystery,they did it in
vhscure amd cnigmatical terms.”

Bat how then,you wil ask me,did the faithful come
v theknowledge of them? & what werethe wccasions
- which the bishops openly explained to them the
doctrane of the mysteries? When  the catechu-
.ens kad been sufficiently proved and appeared
worthy to reecive baptism, the favour ol which
they preserved in soliciting, for it+was only confer-
sed npn those who asked for it, they were  collec-

- +d together at the baptismal font, on the cve  of]

[laster ur Pentecost, solemn and splendid  nights,
seuerally set apart for the regeneration of adults.
¥t was here, before their immersion i the sacred
wacer, that the bishop explained to them openly
a1 fully the necessity and the eflects of the first of]
12 sacraments.  On coming outof the baptismal
waters, they were conducted, clothed [in a white
‘obe, to the assembled fithiul, whose number they
were from henceforth 1o angment ¢ the bispop then
weending the pulpit, and drawing away the veil
ik olf then had concealed he mysteries from
“ian, bronght them to light before the neophytes;
-l the insteuctions, upon the institution, upon the
sature and effeets of'the Eucharist, upon the senti-
nents of lively faith of piety and Tove which the
pactieipation of tirese august mysteries required of}
rhem, were costinued every dayof the first week:
Sichwas the general practice of the Cliurches wo
* the fith age, as many monuments o’ thuse pri-
2% ve times testify and suppose.

ITowever true, and comformable this bistorical
account may be with all that we know of antiquity
1t has nevertheless been  contradicted by Protest-
tants particularly by Colvinistic teachers, ‘This I
inust not couceal framyou. They have pretended
and you will soon be struck with astonishment at. it
that this discipline of secrecy and reserve npou the
suysteries, far from coming down from theapostles
wos unknown fo the three first ages, and only dates
its origin’ from the fourth. These gentlemen have
twund it suitable and convenient enough to Fuppose
that the pagans of the three first ages were perfec-
sy acquainted with the docirine of the Chureh on
the Eucharist, in orderto display with greater
plausibility a pretended unanswerable objection
against the Catholic dogma. But what they have
wnvented against the truth has never been able and
never will be able tostand examination. The prin-
+iple they here suppose is evidently contrary to
tacts and even fo good sense.  In effect, how could
these genllemen, with theic well known sagacity
and talents, imagine, and how can tkey have the
hardihood to ettempt to persuade others that what
wasgenerally kuown during the three first ages,
« 50! all at once tu be known in the fourth ? that
ail tte bishops and all the mewbers of every chris-

110 socuty shauld then have furmed thie praject
ae] have been able to accomplish it, to remove
awzy wn aday from every thang that was not chris-
+an the belief of the Eucharist, which the day be-
i sre was unknowa w no one ? Dil ever any ane
stk uf altempling to conecal from the world what

tur centustes had been known o cor allthe eanl; 21

il

it be nfilly torattemptit, is ita less supportoblo]fizen, thint from thebirth of christianity, the jews L
folly dosupposetlist suelts thing was ever-jinder-ispicad a report theo igh the world that the christ’
tnken, und above all undertaken with success 14f%ns Ted upon thelimbs of an iipmalated babe ; from
The secrecy so veligionsly observeed in the sfourth jj'Tertullian, that from the reign of Tiberjus, these
age, demonstrates therelore from this single fact, i feasts of Atreus§ Thyesteshad been vgain corjured
that it must have been cqually abiserved in anteri-fup through hatred and detestation of the  chwigti-
or times, and up to the days of the apostles. 1t is !ans ; and in fine fromEusepius, that Simon g his
very true that the fourth aae, ahounding more- in ﬂiscipks,:Curpocmtcs; Besilides and’ Saturninge.
mouuments ofevery hind, furnishesus with many jf were the authoss of these atrocitics.  Simon, ha-
more proofs of the discipline of secrecy; than the(l vingréceived buptisin froi Philip'tlic apasile,” and
three first which wae unceasingly agitated by per-{iparticipated in the mysteries;hnd retorned th his
secutions. Prayer, and good works were then the [lart-magic and iinposturers, ahd by these calumnies
! great occupation, and they had less leisure for{worthy of unapostate, he thought without doubt,
lwriting, when cvery moment they were expectingii that he should either force the christians to renoun-
,lo be cafled finth ‘to answer for their fith and sealff ce their religious observance of scereey, or make
it with their bioad. them sink under the weight of this ‘infarous accu-
sttion.

Ifthe apostles and their disciples Ead made no
mystery of the Eucharist: if, in the three first ages,
Jews and Pagans, unbelicvers and catechumens
had known its dectrine and practice, why did the
philosophers, who wrote at that time, reprouch then
with the obscurity in whiclk they kept themsclves,
and from it pretend to justify the accusations which
tho voice ofthe whole world raised azeinst them.
1n like manner, at the enfrence ofihe thicd century

But, Sir, if the three first ages offer us fewver dir-
cct proof than the succecding one, they present in-
direct proofs, which prehups have still more weight
iand which I doubt not, will excite in you stitl more
nterest and admiration for thase herowe periods o
(chrisianity.  In fact, tell me, T pray, it the apaostles
tand their disciples had miade no mystery of the
Eucharist,if i the three first ages; jews & pagans,
unbelievers and catechumens, had krown the doc-
trine and practice of it, would people have everfl fositiys advanced, without hesitodon, “that the
d“‘""f‘cd of forgmg, with “'fn”“d w0 the 'ce!cbratson obscurily in which this religior was copcealed
of this sacranent, the atrocious cu}ummcs,of which proved the (ruth of a part of the-crimes impvted to
undoubtedly you have heard 2 Would they havell;e Why this necessity for hiding themselves and
Isucceeded 1 gaming eredit for them Jn the world concenling their worship fram the public eye, since
jin raising up all nations against the christian namellmen fear not to expose to lightwhat is fair and
'in making thesenations demand the punishmentand | og0d>  So also atthe conglusion of. {he first age

death ol the chrisuans, wlam they abhored on ac-{lor tho commiencernent of the second,Célsis, the phil-
i countfofthe crroncous nutions  they had forme U of osopher, frequently refersed to {he seérecy of the
} them, as abnminable monsters, uuworthy to see mysleries, and bitlerly attacked the affected pri-
the day ! Ferociousmen hiad intented these hor-Yeacy.of christinnity, §c.

[rors : men probably deceived bad circutated” them. If the apostles and their diseiples Had made no
;Thcy ran therefore through thg provinces of the limveiery of the Bucherist, if in the three’ first ages,
\empire, every were admomshing the world 10}l 5056 and Pagons, unbelievers and. catechumens,
| gruard against a new sect of'p ruple, who under theljng beenacquainled wilh its dectrine -and-practice,
mask of ¢xterior victues, gave themselves up, inllyintneed would thero have been-do. .pul’ christians
the seerecy of their wysteries to the most shameful f{to the {orlure, in order {o extortfram théma con-
acts of cruelty & debaushery, who slaughtered, 28} fession of the crimes imputed to thein®  And. yot
they confidently asserted, 2 new born infaut, cover-| Pliny the younger, Governor of Bithiynin, in the
ed with flour preserved the f:lood to drink o7 to dipfiaccount he gave 10 Trajon of the-Christians, says.
their Liread therein, roasted sheir palpitating victim {lon occasign of the, reports which were circulaling
then divided its limbs amang them for a repastanddlin the world about them, ““that he had on. that ac
terminated this horrid feast by casting a bit be- couat decmed it.the more necessasy to interrogaie
fore » dog, which being tied to the lamps overtur-}ion the rack, tiwo womep who were said to bave
ned and extinguished them by leaping upon its m‘mistéred intheir secret assemblies, But I found
buoty : that then men, women, fathers ond  dau-{inothing, adds fie, more than an 'ill regulated and
ghters, mothers and'sons were all confusedly afildflexcessive superstition.” Do we notknew moréova
indiscriminately jumbled together in the dark.  Do|lfrom a fragment of Irenaus, thaf, in the persecs-
not these impatations framed and accredited uponiition at Lyous, the Roman magistraies upon th
uncertain and confused notioas of the Lody nnd irrcgulax-deposilionofsomcsfa\'vp'"s',pcrb'ﬂadeﬂ thenu
blnod, of which they bad heard that the christians| colves that the christians actmally pmc’tised what
;participated, do they not Tsay, shew, on the onellwas 1aid (6 their charge, aitd enilédvoured By for
hand the ignurance universaily existing among i |iments to get an aclmowlédgment to that effect from
peopic, andon theotherthe impeuctrable scereey, )l Blandina? . But this christizi 'sTase feplied witha
observed by the christians on what was_belicved {ifrcedop full of Wisdom; #How shuﬁld‘;ﬂ‘hosc, whe
and practised among them?! Amd now, Sir,' how ﬁ‘;‘rou‘é?rpiéty'alvstajp.’ftdrh medts ollierwvise Igp"ﬁ.l
far back do you Whink these calumnies and™their{Ho eat, be-capable of doing the tliings you jinpute
bloddy consequencesnay be traced? Asfur up zsflto us? * Be pléased to obzérve this .lzgst "mstanc:;
the very time of the :xpps!cs. We fearn from Ori- ‘o concenlmentin the heroic Biandina: we shait
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soon have occasjon to refer to it bgain. Dou-tdve
not know also from fSusebius, to whom we afg in!
Jdebfed for the admirable lotter of the christiang of
Lyons to those of Asia, that Biblis, onc of tuosd
who bad heon weak enough to deny their -faitli

*swas put to thie torture that she might be forced 'to
~onfess the impictiesimputed to the chusu:gnsi The
iorments;rotsed ber from a profound sleofs- thcsc
reansilory pangs made herruflect upon tho eternal
pains of hell: and bow, %aid the,” should"wc eat
the {lesh of children, wo who ayé nat even allowed
to cut the blood of-beasts} She then confessed her-
<elf a christian, and'was rankedamong the mariyrs,
Thus the demonstrated ignorante -of the Pagans
apon the Eucharist restores to the Church a soul,
whose overllnmw ithad for 2 moment bcumlcd
d repldces Biblis with honor at the side of thet in-|
sincible Blandina,

But if our adv cxsancs, afler so many convincing
proofy, still require some thiat are dlrcct with res
gard to the three fitst centuries, Tertulhan and,
Crigenshall now supply them with proofs mostlf€
positive. 'Llie formex; ropelling the charges of m-l
tanti¢ide and impurifies, exclaims, “Who arg thiey
who hatk'told tho world' thése pre{ended - crimes)
Would’ ;t be those whoare accused of them?, Bqt
hotv could that bs, sinceit is the: ‘cammon lawofall.
the inysteriés fo keep thom'secret 7 “If they them-
<oléesaia notm‘ak(: lhé dlscqvoxy,xtmusl‘bm ol betm
strangers that A "But bow could Srangers hm:..
any Lnowledgé‘oflhem, since strangersars Képt Tar
way fram the”sight of {he most holy rysteries;
rnd a seleétioh’is madc ofihose who are permifled
to rerodin pispectators,” | 3 b, cliistiots made
no difficulty sboutspeaking of tho Bucharist, hot
could Torbullintysay-dhat < {he commnh Jaw of the’
mysteries was quccp {itm ¥ % qcrct. It e Pa—
.gans werd nulruclcd Tn. fhem, what right had Hic to
ask, ¢ How-shoild strangers ‘becomo acquainted
with these: things rInithe work, ixcm‘luresses 1o’
his wife, 16 supposed s o fuct, that Mo "christians
believed themseives bound to secrety, because lie,
employs it as an ergumenl for deterring her from
taking an unbeliever to her seconll husband! “For
by this means, says le, pcople fall info the ctime
of lefting tha Pagans come tothe knowledge of atir
mysteries. . Mught not your hushand Iearn, said he,
what itis you tesle dn secret befdre all nmms]x-
ment ? and ifho perceives that if is bread, Yl e/

not i 1mavxqc xt(abc tbatuhxch is so much spokcn
of?? =~ .. 2

SO

s i

Origen in Ix'w._noblc xc('uluﬁo‘n of the work of Gel-
sus, afler sayiog inanswer to his.reiterated- v~
proachys of secrecy, that in gereral the Joctginie of
the chnstmns was belter kriown than thiatof (ho
philosophers ;  Itis nevertheless true, lio adds,
thatthere are cetlain ponts amoup-us, that are-not
commbnicaicd to every one, but this is so farfrom
being peculm;to the christians, that it w: ag o’bsen-
ed nmono,lbc Dhilosophers as well as emang us.~
Invainthen does Celsus undestako to mndcmmots
the secrecy observed-by the christians, <inco ho
doesnot even know inwhat it consists.”” *This
Pasage provesat.once that the secret was obsery-

.—.—.—.———.Mu-——--—.

ed-bothin thetimo:of Qrigin alod inthat of Celsys,
\vho e not invwhat: it Gosisted, thatds, ot'the
commcnccmem of the third century, andut the end
of the first.  Thus all Iinds of proofs conspire to
shew (ho discipiipe of tho secrecy relative to the
Euchurist duringythe lourfirst.ages.  The fact is
acknowledged by.all for the-fourth : and good sonse
demoristrares that it coulC fiot then have been es-

tablished, if i hagd notpxisted from the. very time
ofdhe aposiles. . The..qalumnies of unbclxevcrs,
ine Ajtacks of thy plulosophers, ihe tortucs employ-
ed by- governors to extort a confession of thy pre-
tendod crimes, are indict but convincing praafs, of!
secrecy, and in addition te this, we havo positive
| testimonies for the first, second and third cenbiries.
Thave been anyious to set this historical fact
beyond djspute, and invest it with all the cerfainty
you can desire, because the general discipline of se;
ciecy necesmnly supposes the universal belief of
thafive ﬁrst  ages upon the Bucaarist, to be such as
the Cnthohc church has alwn)s taught : in fact, if,
on UG one hand ihis dlsclplme agrees c\‘nctly with
our beliefrespecting thé Eucharist, and if, on the
olher, xt‘should he found xmconqllable with the
opmion:“hxcb the Calyinists have formed of it, xt
must of strict. ticcessify be concluded thatwhat was
concealed in thic primitive Churchis not what {he
rCformcd but what we Dbilieve, In ihose hmcs
tﬁe qonceh]mentwas made either of| ;fxe docinneof
lhc ﬁgumuvc sense, ar oﬂllatof 1hamhtx 3 therz
is nonedium, and i %ecxccy roxcludes’ the’ ﬁrst' it
necessarily admits of thé: Feco-d, SIFdhat i remzuns
therefore is fo estaplish t})e trullx of these 1,wo px;q-
positions ; first, that tho discipline of secrecy gx-
dotly tallies with. the cathalic:sense of fhe realily:;
mthesccona place, -that it cZanof ‘bé reconcxlcd
witlrlie cdlvinistic stnseof thé figure.” 1o’ pcr-
sunded that of y ou;sell' you will catch the: ar"u_ment
before Ie\olam dit, 50 stnkmg docs xt appczxr lo
me,
N 2 mamhmﬂratﬂne ancient dxscgﬂmg ofsc-
crecy exaclly chimesin with. aux b;,]xefnyomthc
Lucharist, Itwoulil besuperfluouiio enfer intg o
long dissertation:to. shew the incapibility-of¥eason
1o attain to the faaccdssible >sublimites which are]
found nthe dovmn, such. as the 'CIxu::cb proposés
it to vsand as we believe it.” Therélormed coni‘ess
this, since they have made it the cause of théive-
jeeting andaftacking it. , JBut dn. the supposition.
that the primitive Churchbohcrcd as we do, What!
was itio do 7and how nustit manage 3¥illi Tegard
1o the unbehcv;:rs" It must bct’om-nl[ mu«rs,
prove to thern, the certainty of thc.rc;c‘l:mon, 2Dt
vince. ihcm, by this mirncles-dt-Josus: Ghnstnml b)
ﬁxcmﬁlxmxly’ofhw mordlity, ofj,he divipily. ofubls
wission, and ngver aﬂemp&iocon‘ﬁ'&e ‘to;1lem rcs-
pecting lﬁa Euch:msf do"'rms~ $0, 'e}em@ 580
alarming'to hudan comprebcnswn,\unuki”iey “hag
sulficichtlypreparcd their.mindd 434 hoxits for At
must-avé done precisely whatit didy ¥ thes hid]
begun byﬁrmgm o forward 1hes<;.mvs!encs, xfﬂzey
had commenced by speaking “openly-of the rnl
presenceof Jesus Bhrist.upon: thch‘imr, afd of‘ﬂnc
mxmculous‘clnan?'o of the: subs“tancc ;‘luch* Tollows.

I

the imagitation of men; and have driven those from
their veligion whom they wefe desifous ofatteacting
fo it. ‘What langungd, in fuct, and what a strangs
doctyiiie for the Jews and:-Pagans ! What, would
not theirseasesand the nn.tendcd-\nsdom on which
they pndthcmsdres, havo suggested againstit !
Lt us Judgc what would liavg been said by men
who were not clristians, by what wo are continual-

3y hearing from mem, who, unfortunately for thew.

haveceased to beso. It wasnecessary then fur
their interest, charitably 16 spase their weakness

it was necessary also for (he interesis of truth, not
to expose it {o the raifleries of those who were not
yet in astaio 0 hearit : and on ilic supposition
that the dogma was then the same as it is for us,

it cannot be denied that it was reasonable and cven
neeessary:: (o cs(nblxsh this discipline of secrecy.

Andl to show. shllmom evidently the analogy uf
our actual belief with that:ofthe first ages,Yobsenve,
that. in supposing an exact parity, between them.
not only must the greatest secreey hq\e been then
recom:menged, but it must morcover linvé been re-
commended from the two kinds of molives just
mentioned, the one velatise to the \\eukness of the
pezeons, oF if you plense, the'ignordnce and. blind
ness of the unbelievers, the other, {o the dignity and
divine inslitution of the myateries: in order thet, on
one side, the unbolievers might not be injured or
scandalizeéd; and thus driven aivdy ﬁ:om cliristia
nity-; andion’ ﬂxc olhcx'A hat ibe. mysl};ncs might
qotbe -esposed.to the. raillories, (saxgasms Andnob-
jections-of garnal minds, Now;in poit of fact.
(and this must‘ strike )ou,) the dxsc:plmc of ge
crpc) tux-nc(ic c\gcﬂy upon ihése mo Imids of mo
hves. The_y nrgéach of‘ ﬂuzm ;dlsuqcllv poinfcd
out by ﬂuxFalhors.; We make nsg: of; obscure
expressions before»tho ‘catechumens, 'saul Saiut
Cyril of Jcrusalcm, in grder that lfxose who axe not
msj*uctcd may.not be. mJurciI by, hem,”> Now
hear i whole. s;ugd of Alexandria s - Ttois Aot
Jawfal'openly. (o disclosé tho mysteriesito (psunini-
tiated, laktﬂxrourrbwrnomncc ﬂ)cy’ s}ionlp tdicule
them, and fest’ i!w catccbumens ,shou | kappentobe

scandahzcd by, an fndiscreet curigsity. . Sueh i
the first Eind of mohvcs,l relative to thc stale of the
unbelicvers or calec'humens. DR R

Yo mll rccollu.t tbc rcasan, ;xﬂcgcd bv Suml
Q}nl of Alexaniria, foe his, concealm,cbt 2 4~ He
would have bccxuiﬂmd of bemg nndcrsioqd by Ahe

uninitiatéd, because, smdl;e peoplogeiferally-ridi
colewhat they’ do-jiot, unil’eg'slagc fﬁ’ fd ggfix:zram

pcrsoﬂ.s not at¥ate of tbcf wqaj:uegf of ;b‘mr own
mmds, despise whit 1hey | should%m*,m of -all agt-
m;;m” Jin x\uihor, anuonymeus. u\,dcéd but o1
Sery lngh antiquity, since wo ﬁut’l Alm {ranslated by
Ruﬁms’nﬂhefbuﬂb u"ow pro’i-‘és 1bat 11.{e~ctrc
mely difiicult’ to prcach 154, mixed mu]gl-:ﬁc of
persons, aod_ oftei é'ssary»,z {hieir presence.to
shipoud the mys!enesm amhwucus*iem‘ﬂ “ For
what is umoﬁgs‘i 'us-cm;no‘é bo ‘(om indfcriminately
05k jrsons: exdetfy 2y xi 5, o ucCobRt et uwso
Wholcr k:apucus aua mnlgriaut faky, Mlat
.hgﬁ‘musr,b Joue: byqx:v ko, addresscs 2.crowvd
of persons sirange and” unikaoon tcflm'n> Shiithie

froti it, tiivy would Im‘c shocked- the senses: ‘aad

347

corcentthe (ripth?  Bubin thet case how is ho lo

.



THE CATHOLIC.

{rstruct those who are deserving of instruclion ?—
And yet if he display the naked truth before those
"+ whom salvation isa thing of indifference, he is
-alse to him by whom he is sent, and from whom he
s received injunction not to cast the pearls of true
dvetrine before swine and dogs, who would fly in
«is face with sophisticated arguments, would cover
:1 with the mud of their carnal conceptions, and by
ihieir barking, and their disgusting replies would
vorry to death the preachers or God.”  Here you
s2c a second series of motivesrelating to the digni-
iv of the mysteries.  You will find both of them
act forth in_many ecclesiastical writers, such as
L'ertullian, Zeno, bishoh of Verona §c. They are
;recisely such as they must have been, on the sup-
wusition that the real presence and change of sub-
stance were then concealed in secrecy. Their fears
and anxieties were such as they must cerlainly
tave entertained on this bypothesis : their precau-
sions were those that it requires, and they were in-
inenced by all the motives that it commands.—
T'he identity of apémrehensions. dup ers and mea-
«ures denotes the identity of principles and belief.
V'e have then solid grounds for concluding thatit
was the real presence together with its change of]|

substance, that all the Churches of the world kept|!

shut up in those times so scrupulously in their bo-
sum, This is disclosed to us by the secrecy itself,
as well as by the motives of the secrecy, so exact-
ty do they tally with this belief, as you have just
secn. [ add, for the conpletion of this moral de-
-nonstration, that they tally with this alone ; and
prove it,

22 In fact, what is there I usk, in the Zuinglian
spinion  requiring to be made so great a secret o
sagans and catechumens ? Accnrﬁing to it, we be-
-mine united to our Saviour, but only in spirit and
oy faith : prayersand homage are addressed to Je-

-us Christ at the right hand of God, but in no-wise
upon the altar, from which he is supposed to be as
iar removed as earth from heaven: they call to
-nind his death, but without pretending to renew
“he oblation made by him upon the cross. For
this opinion ackauwledges neither sacrifice nor vie-
thn s itexposes, itis true, and distributes to its
tuliowers the bread and wine, but still remaining
:a cifect as oursenses preceive them: according to it,
~very change of substance is a grosserror,& adorati-
oaanactof idolatry. These onlfrinnr aliments,bread
and wine, have here no other excellency than that
i having been chosen by Jesus Christ asfigures
«f his body and blood. What fault could the most
~bstinate Jew or unbeliever find with this? Is it
ot @ common and received custom to lcave some
viedge ot onesell to our friends on  quitting  them,
that thus we may bebrought1o their vecollection
ciuriag our absence or afler death ! and is it not a
g quite indifferent whether this or that objectbe
aciected to awaken rememberance, warm the heart
and fulfil between absent friends this ministry of
reciprocal tenderness? Itis even plain that our Sa-
“iour, when dying for mankind, had nothing better
to select and leave them as a memorial and pledge,
iian the common aliment of all mankind. In all
this you will discover nothing revolting to themind
nothing calculated to give a shadow of scandal to

menand by consequence nothing that required se-
orecy. :
I know that the ministers have sometimes taken

i into their heads to speak of the great wonders
ot their Eucharist,and of the incomprehensibilities
:0 be found in it without the real presence or any
cuange of substance. But1also know that they
attect this language merely to resemble that of an-
tiquity, and to shew that the passagesin which;the
Fathers enlarge upon the difficulty of believiug in
the mystery §from its opposition to the senses and
w0 human reason; correspond with their doctrine as
well as with ours.  But in point ot fact, Zuinglius

charist : they piided themselves upon the discove-
ry of the figurative sense, because it removed at
once the difficulties and the scandal, and rendered
the belief simple and easy toevery understanding.
No other than this is the judgment formed of it by
the Zuinglians of your country, as I have often had
'occasion to learn from their conversation and wri-
tings. “In my judgment,said a writer well known
amongst you, nothing hns occasioned the loss of
that due reverence, which is owing to the sacra-
ments so much, as the making more of them than
scripture s done : and representing them as mys-
teries, when they are plain religious actions. The
unintelligible part of a sacrament is what the free-
thinkers have chiefly made the object of their ridi-
cule : but had the Euckarist been represented, as
I have represented it, it could never have been
i mentioned by infidels with disrespect, at least it
would have given them no occasion of treating it
with any.*

Had the primitive Church thought after the fash-
ion of this modern theologian, never would it have
had any reason to withhold its altars from the sight
of the catechumens and the knowledge of unbeliev-
iers. Sheltered from the shafts of ridicule and mal-
;ice, it might have celebrated its Eucharist with
open doors, and have discoursed and written upon
it without obscurity of disguise. But how 'did it
act? Precisely the contrary, and during full four
centuriesit rigourously maintained the discipline of
secrecy respecling the mysteries, particularly re-
s ectins the one of which we speak. Let your

ishop
reckon in the world, acquaint us, if they can, with
a plausible rcason, for such conduct. = There is
none: there can be none, according to their ideas
of the Eucharist: their opinion and the discipline of
secrecy cannot go together; they are at eternal
variance. All mystery being once removed from
the sacrament, the primitive Church had nolunger
any cause for silence and secrecy.

Butwhat am [ saying? She fwould moreover
have beenurged by the most pressingj motives to
make a full explanation of it.g¢ Atrocious and a-
bominablc actions are publicly laid to her charge,
and she does not attempt her justification ! though
this justification would be easily accomplished, by
the simple declaration®of her belief and practice,
And if a candid explanation of this nature were
found to be insufficient for the purpose, why did
she not throw open her doors and admit her accus-
ers or their emissaries into her assemblies, and
celebrate her religious repast in their presence!
Nothing could be more naturalgthan this, on the
suspasilion that she adopted the systemof the fig-
urative sense, at which the pagans could takelwo
offence. The declarationpublished by these wit-

*Bishop Pierce’s sceond letter, written in 1730, to Dac-
Waterland. Works. London 1777,vol. I1. p. 452 It may also
belfound ina note of Dr. Sturges, Reflections on Popery,
‘1.

To one who has reflected upon the texts of the New
Testament, upon the doctrine o?lhc apostolic aud primitive
ages; to one who is not a stranger to the testimonies of the
holy Fathers, some of which 1 shall continue to produce to
the end of this dissertation,] know nothing more uuchristian
and more revolting than this system of the arglican prelate.
It strips the Eucharist ofall the wonders which our Lord
had thrown round it, and with which his first, and faithful
servants have at all times belicved itto be invested: and
boasts to have by this manavre removed from what are ealled
men of strong minds, but who are more appropriately called
men of weak minds,every pretext for irreverent declamation.
With the admirable principles of these condiliating divines,
it only remains for them te deaw their pen over all the
mysteries of religion, beacuse, in good truth, the proud and
o(‘y course weak wits of the age, employ by preference their
sarcasms and abuse against whatever 13 mysterious in
doctrine.

Add this new example to the “examples I have already
adduced, of the infinite variations and perpetual discord into
which the uncontrolled liberty of - dogmatising leads the
mernbers of your Church, andy even the very inmates of its

and Beza discovered no mystery at allin the Eu-

| sanc tuary, as you sce by these three personrges.
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Pearce, and whatever associales he canj

nesses, of what had passed under their own eyes,
would immediately have put anend to the calam -
nies that had gene abroad to the world.
And,observe,it was not the common peoplealone
among whom; such’ ideas were current: they had
reached the highest and the most enlightened class-
os of society. Numbers took up their pen against
the christians, and boasted that they bad proved these
crimes, on the grounds oftheir clandestine assem-
blies and ' the secrecy of their doctrine, What re-
ply woul the christian apologists have té make, on
the Zuinglian hypothesis ? Simply, or nearly this:
So far are we from perpetrating the crimes which
you lay to our charge, that we take, in our sacred
repast, nothing more than a little bread and wine
in memory ofour divine master; the bread, as the
figure of the body which he delivered, and the
wine, as the figure of the blood which he shed for
us, Hq bimself, on the eve of his passion, insli-
tuted thisholy and moving ceremony, commanding

us todn it after his departure, in remembrance of

his death, and also asa sign of union between us
and him : we merely obey his commands.”” But
was this satistactory and natural reply ever given?
Attend and see: ¢ Our accusers, says Justin, them-
selves commit the crimes of which they accuse
us, and they attribule them totheir Gods, As for
us, aswe have no share in them, so we troublc
notourselves about them, having God for the
witness of our actions and thoughts, We
entreat you that this apology may be rendered
public, after you have replied to itasto you may
seem fitting, o the end that others, may know
what we are, and we may be delivered from the
false suspicions, that expose uvs to punishment,
Thely know nut that we condemn the infamies
publicly laid to our charge, and that we therefore
renounce the gods who committed such enormities
and who require the same from ftheiz adorers.
If you will grant ourrequest, we shall then lay
open our maxims to the world—to convert it, if
its conversionbe possible.” Observe, he does
not say; we will expose ourlmysteries, we will ce-
lebrate before witnesses, we will throw open our
doors. This however would have put an end toall.
calumnies and removed. all suspicions. On the
Zuinglian hypothesis, it is diﬁicuft to imagine what
could have prevented Justin from publichs making:
an offer atonce so simple and so natural.” *If we
always remain concealed, replied Tertullian,. how
have they discovered what we do} and by whom
has it been discovered? Assuredly, not by the ac--
cused, for it is the common law of all mysteries fo
keep them secret. It must then have been by
strangers. But whence could these know it, since
the sacred initiations admit no strangers and re-
jjectthe profine?” In vain was their clandestine
worship objected to them by the pagans: far from
denying or renouncing it, Tertullian takes up its
justification, and employs it to demonstrate how
futile must be the accusations ot those who know
nothing of the matter. Do you really believe it
»ssible,” fexclaims Octavius, ¢ that the tender
ittle hady of an infant should be destined to fail
beneathi our blows, and that we should shed the
blood of a new born babe, almost before it has re-
ceived the shape of a human being. Let him be-
lieve it, whose cruelty could accomplish- such a
deed,—as tor us, weare not permitted to &syist at
a homicide, nor even 1o hear it spoken of: 8o far;
indeed, are we from spilling human' blood, that
we forbid even the blaod of animals-at our meals.”
'I'he sccrecy of the christians is cruelly wmisvepre-
sented and ‘aspersed; and yet Octavius does no
more than shew that they are incapable of commit-
ting the imputed crimes, never discovering what it
is that they really do. ¢ Ifour accusers be asked™
says Athénageras, <* whether they have seen what
they assert ofus, lbg will not have the impudence
to say they have.—How can those be accused of
{Killing and cating men, who, as it is well known,
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From the Catholic Press.

cannut re to behold even the death of one ox-
ot endure behol: . THE REFORMERS Al"gc'%‘llt} ANCIENT HERE.

ceuted by Jaw? those who ltave renounced, as we
have, the shows ofthe gladators and of the beasts,
Iiclieving ¢hat there is but littln difference between
Lim who beholds, and him who commits the mur-
dert’”  You have seen Qrigen justifying their pro-
tound silence respecting the mysterics by the exam-
ple of the philosophers, of the Grecks and barba-
1:a08; you have scen  him in bis turn roproaching
(clsus for reprobating the secret kept by the chris-
tians, while he know not in what thatsecret con-
sisted, Such were the replivs of the apologists:
«uid such also they must have been, te be consist-
«ut with our belief. But according to the doc-

Did Xuther, Calvin & Co revive the condemned Maxims
and Doctrines of the ancient Hereties?
Mr. EpiTor,

Having abrogated the holy sacrifice of the Mass,!
in which the body and blood of Christ are offered
up to God in umon with the sacnfice upon Calva-
TV, 1t was but advancig another step in the march
ot the Relormation, to deny the real presencein the
Holy Eucharist. It was a step, however, which
Luther would not,and indecd could not venture to
take, though he cagerly desired st. I any per-
son could persuade me, (lie used to say) that there

Lune of the reformation these replies become in-|is nothing in the sacrament but bread and wine, he
civableand absurd. For isit not absurd to]| Vould do me a greatfavor. 1 have tried (he adds)
tune i {to extricate myself from the beliclin the real pre-

s stablish a secrot an instead of being induced by jiseuce, for T know that thereby I would greatly an-
the most powerful rcason tobreak it, still to  conti-
nue obstinately to preserve and justify it, even

when they kuew notling ir it worth conceal-
ngl®

\ maks so public an exposure, contrary to the gen-
eral discipline of secrecy to which we find but "this
single exception recorded in history. To form a
correct judgment upon the conduct of Justin, we
should thoroughly uiiderstand how the writer was
circumstanced. For my own part, I should be in-
logrists has not hesitated to remove the veil and lay |[ clined to consiber this first apology asa private me-

. »pen the mystery of the altar, Justin has done it||morial presented to the Empcror alone, be
.u his first apology. We shall endeavour soon to, probably having called for such a declaration
letcct his motive ferso doing. But as he thought,/from the Christians,  The title prelaging
»ropet to act in this manner, we will ask : what did |{the document to be addressed to the : Emper-

lxe iscover ? what did he make known? Thisis affor the Senate and. the Ruman People, in no

. urtous and important point to ascertain . for most [wise deters me from ventuning this conjecture,

assuredly tho doctrine that he discovered was tbel since it was ibly nothing more than the usual

Joctrine of the Church—the precise doctrine so[form o pentions. JIbo hissecond apology addres-

arefully concealed by the other christinns.  This|Ised to Marcus Aurelius and the Senate he entreats

Jdisclosure must for ever decide the question be-|{him 10 pullishit that the world may be enabled to

tweenus. Let the Reformation triumph, as is just, |form an opinion upon the christians, We find no

it the apologist hers declares in formul or equivalent { such request in the first from which we may infer
‘crms, that the bread and wine blessad by tho bish- i that he neither intended nor desired its publication
ip were received by the faithfuls merely as, signs of || As he exposes the great mysteries of religion,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, absent in” hea- [[which it was forbidden to publish we are to pre-
ven: tgmt the bread, without undergoing any ({sume that he did not apprehend that they twuuld
chaoge, ceased mnotwithstanding to be regarded|jbe published and that his object was not to divuige

18 ordinary bread, beecause it was offer-Hthe secret but merely to make a confidential com-

cd to God_as_ an emblematical figure re-- imunication of it, to one most deserving of confl-

presenting his Sop.  Will Justin hold such|{dence an excellent Prince who was cousidered as a

tanguago as this? Lot us hear him with attention ;ilcond Serates upon the throne. The Prince does
:hesa are the words to the point : they aro big with ||not appearjto have beu:zved the confidencs. reposed
snterest and importance . This food we call the in him, for we do not find the pagans any better in-
fSucharist, of which they aloneare allowed to par- [[formed, in consequence of it. 'Thus the event

tako, who balieve the doctrines taught by us, and jhwould have justifed the apoligist on the suppasi-
have been regenerated by water for the rcrmssxonl tion that he confided the secret to Antoninusalone,
of sin, and who live as Christ ordained. ~ For we fiwith the hope,that so justand sensible a prince
do no not take theso gifts as common bread and ) iwould terminate the bleddy persecutions of the
common drink, but as Jesus Christ, our Saviour, {|christians, when once he became better acquainted
made man by the word of God, took fleshand blc "1l with their real character. Although thisexpectation
ior our galvation ; in like manner, we have bo-nilwas not entirely, it was at least partially realized.
taught, that tho food which has been blessed by toc || Whethet it was that Antaninus ryid not do all that
gm&ggs‘}"fa‘gg ‘gfgg’ ﬂht'ffffa;gke’aﬁi Buy rx;‘;g:ih he could, or, whichis perhaps more probable,
Y 3 N -~
hecomesthe flesh and blood of that Jesusincarnate.’s ||y g ot do all that he wished,the pefsecutions

AR : ) 7 did not entirely cease, and, on thisaccount, we re-
Such i the doctrine which Justin made no difficul- s Soro] iy !
'v in revealing fo the Empsror : you have. here the gret to find considerable numbers of martyrsin the

wordo! God- compured 1o the prayer of Jesus subsequent years of his reign. ‘This_much howe-

; ¢ g A
« hrist; the same power and eiﬁgacgeisattributed to r:;x:;:};ﬁz;zghathepubhshededuts favourable to
iy c'l' ;,:tb > ‘{if mgr "3“‘? Clénst came @an, by |l "gfe hadseceived letters from various governors of|
L inod, a3 this chanme is ot Ioee e ﬁim” f};la%  provinces consulting bim onthe mode of treatment
4 his incarnation, From this springs the follow- !'° be adopted in their “’%‘"‘d" towhich he repliod
ng short and decisive argument, Justin here dis- g}at thay {lnn‘?! t“.”t be mo isg:d’ d"?’?ss t?{ey che
nvers that, which the christians universally con- ;scot;erfh P ?uu“g 4 h?‘ e staie, hib'g Wr&g
. caling in secrecy. Now what bediscovers is the/|3j*0 10 “i% €1H63 O -8 €BEUS RO, 8 i
¢atholic doctring; therefore the Catholic doctrine |[Shristians to be disturbed; and by name, 8-
nad been unwersa’]ly concealed in aecrecy among

* Truth obliges me to say that one of these apo-

O,H'll;.hcssatan‘xgﬁ fm& :\athéns t;n& hﬁ fé}l}ho %@g}fg,

the christians.  Pray, reflect upon this mexvt, 19 Wo are-iniozn he “Listorians Mufinus

¢ alone should openys,'our eyes Fo‘ the ;yst?gu of l;‘et: and Buschias, and also by Melito, bishopof Sanles,

lief that Zou are seeking in the primitive church, |1 his apology addressed ahorﬂy alter to Marcus-
But what motive could induce the apologist to! Aurclius,
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noy the Pope; but the textof the gospel 18 too
plain’*  ‘Thus poor Luther waos obliged 1o conti-
nue sorc against his will in the belief of the reul
presence.  The express declaration of Jesus Christ
in prumising this heavenly food, and in presenting
it to his disciplesat the Last supper, chained down
even Luther’s stubborn mind, to this belief. But
Zuingle and his Calvinistic associates were nul
bound to Luther’s interpretation of the gacred text.
Nullius addictus jurarc in verbamagistri, was the
motto of their sect, from which the words ot Lu-
the~ or of Christ, tikethe wordsof the Church o
the Pope were not tv beexcepted.  They had be-
come fre¢ in the cugnyment of thut glonous Gos-
pet liberty which allowed them to * think what
they pleased, andsay what they thought;” and
therefore they would not submit.to the dictation ot
Lutheror any other man. They had the Bible,
and the meansof understanding it as well as he;
and they determined to exercise their right of pri-
vate inferpretation, which was the grand prines-
ple by which they justified their schismand -heresy
and by means of which they ton, hoped by the
boldness of their opiniofis 1o vise to colebrity; a
distinguished honor which they could not expect.
ifthey tamely walked in the fontstc s of Luther o
the Pope. Accordingly they now started in ad-
vance of Luther in the march of Reformation. It
was in vain he proclaimed himself an Evangelist,
and that, whoever did not receive his doctrine could

7ot be saved”t He stormed and threatened * to
recant oll hehad writlen -endtought,’ and return

fo the Pope; but they cared not.}  He called them,
herelics, blasphemies, infidels &¢;;*? but to no pur-
pose. They biddefiance to his threats, they smiled
at his anathemas; for they knew that his was but
homan authority, that they had as gooda right
and were as competent to interpret the rule of faith
~-the Bible, as he could be, and where he found a
real presence, they could discover nothing hut a
real absence. Moreover they had received light
and assistance, to which Luther laid no claims on
this poin., though ne had acknowledged such fi-
vors on other occasions. It was by the counsel
and instruction of Satan, that he tells us he was -
duced to suppress the Mass; and Zuingle hadfihe
advantage of the same monitor, who appeared to
him by nigh? to suggest thatpassage from Exo-
dus, chap. xii. 11, by which helearned to under-
stand the wordsthis s my Dbody, asif Christ had
said  this signifies mybody.” It 3 ttue indeed
that Zuingle docsnot like Zuther absolufely state
that his nocturnal visitor was satan himse}f.—*¢ He
does not remember, he says, whather the spirit was

Onphtivtrsem—

#Si quispiom mihi persuadero pofuissct, in sacramsento,
preter paem et vinum nihil ez, e migno beteficio ailn
devinctom me reddidisset, omuibus nervie me extricate
conatussum, cam probe percipiebara hac in re papatui cum
primis we valde incommedare passe.  Verus toxtus even-
gelii nimis apertugest. ZLuth Epis. ad Argent. Tom. vii

$Quisquis doctringta zaeam non acceptsverit, eaviari woz
potest.  Luth. Cont Statum. Becles.

" 3 Non dubitabo omrinm qu scnpsiaat docui palinodia
canexe, a vobis discedere. Scrmo. Tow, sii. oro 276
Sacramentarii beretici, $laspt e, infideles, &ga
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a black or a white spirit;??  Lib. de subsid, Euch.!
but that it wa s no other than the dark  spitit, we,!
who are convinced that such doctrie could only!
procced from the Father of lies, do readilytbelieve;:
and such also was the comiction of Luther, when!
he declares that ¢ the devil scems to have mocked
«nkind, in praposing lo them a heresy so conlrary
ty seriptnre as that of Zuingle's,”  Luth. difen.!
1ord, Cons. 3
Should they, however, be unwilling to admit
that the Calvinistic doctrine on the sacrament pro-
s eeds from the author of all heresy—satan.  They’
will not, I hope, pretend to deny thatit came from’
the unbelieving people of Capharnaum, who callinyg:
i question the omnipotence of him, to whom all
power was given in heaven aud on carth, asked lh.c
wfidel question, ¢ Jow can this man give us his
tash to cat? Souniversal was the belief in the
real presence, among the ancicnt sects andheretics
whether Syrians, Grecks, or «Irmenians, thatl
rcar the apostate disciples at Capharnaum were the
only persons who colncide with the Calvinists on
\lis point; but we read in St. Jgnatius’ Letters that
o1 the year of our Lord 100, there were heretics
who denied (he real presence. ¢ They abstain
vom the lNucharist, and from the public offices,
Lecause says the veucrable martyr, they confess not
tie Lucharist to be the flesh of our Lord Jesis
Christ, which suffered for our sins, and | which the
fatber in his goodness. raiscd again from the dead.
It will therefore become you, he concludes, to ab-
stain from such persous, and not to speak with
them, ucither in private, nor in public.’™ This
<ame advice Luther gave lis followers  respecting
the Sacrarentarians, and they centinued to wage
4 desperate wag on the subject of the real presence
{ur 300 years, but they have latoly laid down their
arms, and in the true spitit of religious indifference
wgreed to teach the pecple thatwhat they had hi-
herto condemnied in vach other other as fundamen-
tal errors, are in truth, opinions of no moment,
which christiaus may receivo or roject indifferent-
ly; and ihey further agreed that it was lawful to
receive the sacrament indifferent], from the hands
of the minister who believed and taught that it is a
mere figure, from which Christ is really aful  sub-
stantially absent, as from him wha taught that it
was a divine reality i. w!ich Christ was really,
truly and corporcally. present. But wlat would
‘Father Luther say of sicha union of contradicto-
ry creeds?  Tle has alfeady cursed it by anticipa-
tton, My all agreement with the Sacramenta-
riaus be efernally cursed, because such concord
tends to Incerate the bosom of the church.f Byt
Tatber's disciples no longer care for his cuise or
Lis doctrine. ‘Lhearticleson Frec Will and the
Real Presence heheld to be fundamental, and that
they who differed from him could net be saved.
Can they who having departed from his doctrine

i

*Lucharistias ¢t oblutiones non  admittunt, co fuod non
confiteantur Lucharistiam essc carnem Salvatorss nostri Je-
su Christt.  Epist ad Smyrn See thas Bpistle in foll ina
iate work published by Doctor Cooke, a Y'rotestant, on the
Iavalidity of Presbyteisan Ordivation.  Appendsx

on these points, believe thathie was in crior, think!} The authority which the Church claims as dis
still that he was commissioned by Giod to reform

We thwk nof,
N. 0. D,

tLe doctrines of the church?!

From the sae
THE AUTHORITY O THE CHURCH

The claims of the Churchito authority and privi-
leges divinely communicated seem to unbelies ers
unwarranled pretensions, and impious encroach-
ments on the prevogatives of the Diety : but to the
belicver they afford presumption of her divine ori-
gin. Independently of the preofs which she addu-
ces of cich privilege, he, considering her claims
in the abstract, deems ther worthy of a divine in-

stitution.

The Church presents herecli’ as the Herald of]
divine truth ; and announces the revealed doctiines
with all the confidence fnspired by a conscious-
The tremulous accents of
She
tells us—Z'hues has God revealed ; thus you must
belicve at the peril of tncurring his elernal indig-
ration ; thus has God commanded ; you must vbey
Whatever
extapuation or excuse frailty or ignorance may of-
fer, no article of revelation can be sacrificed to hu-
man pride, no divine Law can yield to the influ-
The obstinate unbe-
liever and the impenitent delinquent are alike me-
The
child is imbued with the divine principles which
from cqually the Rule of Faith and morals for the
man -of maturc or declining age: the umlettered
slave hears the same oracles of heavenly wisdom to
which the learned philoscpher is commanded to
yield the unhesitating assent of his understanding.
All are children of the same mother, and bounad to
hear her with the same reverence and affection : all
are disciples of her, who, because she proclaims
the mysteries and  behests of the Dlost Iligh God,

ness of their certainty.
human hesitancy are not heard from her lips.

under pain of his eternal vengeance.

ence of the human passions.

naced withthe wrath of an insulted diety,

speaks to all with power and authority.

The iafallibility claimed by the Church becomes
The schools of human sci-
cnce may be occasionally disgraced by errors and
absurditics, since the human intellect is circum.
But a tri-
bunal of instruction divincly conslituted to notify
to man the truths and laws of God, nust exhibit o
divine impress in the unerring wisdor of its deci-
sions, ‘Lo disclaim the privileges of inerrancy is
to avow that the institution is purely human: to

adivine institution.

scribed and subject to gross delusions.

rthat its origin is-divine.

claim it is a nceessary consequence of the assertion
The pretension, of 2 so-
ciety to infallibility may be unfounded, and must
be so, if the society be of human origin : but no so-
riety can be divine in its origin and coustitution, if
it be altogether destitute of securily as to the re-
We do not now examine whe-
the~ (e claims of the Coatholic church to this pre-
vogative be well grounded: but we merely state
that those claims form a presumption in her favour,
because it becomes the wisdom and displays the

vealed doctrints.

+Maladicta sitin cternum charitas et concordia (com
seeramentgras ) Luth Tom. fol. vii. 281,

power of God {0 cstablish and maintain an infullible
! tribunal,

*
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! pensateix of the mysteries of God affords a newmo
Itive for presuming tnat she has been divinely estab
:lished.  She appears not as the mere  Herald of o
,vine fuath, but ns the agent of a divine powerin the
sanclification of man,  She enlightens the mind
;by the communication of that knowledge which i~
derived fiom the infinite wisdom of the deitr @ she
directs the will by the laws which flow from his in
ifinite sanctity ; she purifics and sanctities the soul
[hy the participation of those gifts which arc im
parted by the merey and bounty of Gaod in regard
1to the boundles<erits of the Saviour. She claims
\a power, whith none but God could bestow ¢
loosing thesinners bonds, and restoring him when
i penitent to the friendship and grace of his offended
‘- Creator : she assorts her right to cast around the
obstinate delinquent those spiritual chains which
iwill bind him cven before that God whose judy
i; ments are notdependent on human caprice of he
Iler claims are not put forward in

i man authority,
! the ostentatious language of vanity, or with the tre

"pidation of a doubtful pretender : but fully consci

,ous of her divine delegation she tranquilly aud con

|fidently proceeds in the exercise of the powers divi-
‘nely communicated ; and only alledges her com

'mpission when questioned ‘by the incredulous ur in

quisitive, by what authority she performs acts of so
sublime a natute. We decline for the present ex

amining this commission, and limit cursclves to ¢b

serving that the pawers which she claims are such
as might be expected to characterize a divine in

stitulion.

Belore the investigation of the proofs of such au
thority the mind must perceive its accordance
with the attributes of deity, and its suitableness to
the infirmity of our nature. We know our lialidi
My to err, and we mustbe sensible of {he importance
and necessity of being divinely assured of those
truths which are to directus in the path to eterniiy.
How worthy then of the wisdom and power, as ot
the mercy and gooduess of God inust it not appear
to us to lmve established a Church wherein the doc-
trines of salvation are delivered with such cerlain-
1ty, amd such perspicuity, that even the young and

the illiterate can attain their knowledge, We feel
our sinfulngss and our spiritual miseries - and we
{cannot but regard the voice as divine, wiich m

'\ites us to approach with the assurance that we
*shall be free from the burden of our sins replenished
with the consolations and gifts of the diety.

A society that proposes its tents with such diffi-
tdence and hesitation as to Jeave it optional for the
ihcarcrs to reject or receive them, shews thatitis
i void of alt just claimsto divine origin., Were the said
scciely certain that its doctrines were divine iy
,could not without ~bsurdity and impiety consider
their belief a mere matter of choice orindifference.
'because the veracity, wisdom, & majesty of God ne-
\cessarily demand theacquiescence of created intcl-
{ects in the communications of infinite intelligence.
ifts disclaimer of divine powers’ is cquivalent to a
renunciation of all pretensions to divine origin

since it cannot be supposed that the Saviour God

Iwould institute 2 society void of all power and au-
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totity.  Ttis impossible that the members of suchijvisiondry ravings of an overheated imnginalion.——-i s -
v society can have read seewity in their religions te-{{In this conclusion we ara justified by o reftection! ORIGINAL.

nents whilst the society itself disclaims infallible’ that only a few ages back, an infinity of the pheno- |
certeinty of theiv revedstion, or that ;¢ can rever- f:lmonn of nature appeared incomprehensible to rea-
«nee the sociely as divine, secing it distinguished * son which have been since explained, not to the de-
by no divine prerogative.  Whilst the founders of hight alone, but to the utility Offnnllkilld. Am‘ong l
human institutions employ all theiv wisdon, inge- ' other important discoveries nclucycd by‘thc darings [
nuity, and power to perfect and perpetuate them ; of reason, we may instance tl:o'm\‘cnuon -uf bal-.
surely the wisdom and po. er of Jesns Christ were ,foons, and the degree of pesfection to .\v\nch mo-

wot unemployed for the sure transmission ofhis doc- ‘-:deru wronauts have bmugflt l.hem, x‘\o.t\'.n(l@mudnfxg.
frines, and the perpetuation of s diving estab- !that Borelli demonstrated its impossibility madls—I
hilment. ‘sertation er professo in the year 1608, we can add.

Feom the same-
PRIVATI RECASON vinctve \UTHORIMY

Orall the faculties which a bountitul Creator has't

_1anted to man, there is none which has beenal-
trinately extolled and depreciated more than Rea-,
<on, while modern Infidele and most of modern’
\eligicnists attribute to it the most exorbitant em-

pive over all sciences, both human and divine ;
others dismayod at the consequences of such adec-

‘rine, run into the opposite extreme, and pretend
that reason is at all times a faithless guide, 2 glim

mering. treacherous light, which can only lead us {jton’s andthe Dos Cates way not yet be equalled, |
into the abyss, and that if we wish to find a secure

vefuge from uncerlainty, error and  despair,
we must cast ourselves blindly, and with full con-
fidence into the arms of Authority.
tween these two conflicting sentiments, what party
<hall we'join?  Must wesside with the Tnfidel and
insist that reason, reacon alone has a right to judge
- ol every thing—sole arbitress of truth-—that what-
ever is above reason is ageinst it—and that are-
vealed religion, no matter how divine in its institu-
tion, its doctrines and effects upon saciety, must
be rejected as absurd, because the mysteries it
tcaches are, and ought to be, incomprehiensible to
Reason?  Or shall we on the other hand with a
fiery zeal with science, strip reason of its just pre-
rogative ; deny that it can afford us any certitude
whatever, and finally conclude to abjure it us the
eaciny of religion, truth and social virtue 2 The
proverb says : No ! that there isa golden medium
where virtue and trath reside, and the Apostle
tells us that it is in being *“ wise unto sobriety,”
*¢Sapere ad sobriefatum.”  We shall therefore
give to reason and authority what respeetively be-:
tongs to them, without lessening or cxaggerating
the lawful rights, and just privileges of either. In
the fisst place then, when an opinion has not been,
revealed from on high, no matter by how many it
snay be professed and defended, if it does not ap-!
pear to you evident, you have an indisputable right;
19 subject it to the ordeal of a new - xamination—!
1o adopt, reject, or doubt of it, according to the
« anviction of truth, or falsehood, ur vbscurity which
the nature of its proofs shall have left upon your

Placed be-

‘o this the accessions made {o natural science by:
'the inventive genius of a Franklin, ond a Fulton.;
i Nar will gratitude for America and freedom suffer
us to forget Columbus, and his inflexible rashuess in
‘stretehing across an untravelled ocean. to scek in':
"defiance of authonty,a new and undiscovered world., .
“Nnture has not heon since altered—the human
:lmind has not lost any thing of its viger and neither
iythe jealousy of ancient Greece, nor the affected

!the hope, thatthe Zeno’s and Aristolle’s, the New-
~if not surpassed, such are, at least, the rights of
'private reason ; such the advantages it has coufer-
ired on mankind,  But sball we now become intox-
ijicated with its puwer?  Shall we assign itno limits
:;in itspride > Shall we forget that even the ocenn
in its immensity bas bounds which it respects, and
from which its swelling waves retire upon them-
selves, and {hat veason, afier having ranged with
frecdom the wide field of nature should not be con-
tent with this, nor dare to step beyond it, to search
.and scrutinize the unsearchable things of God?—
No : she has been given to man as his guide in the
'nalural order of things, she conducts him fo reli-
Igion for which she b . first prepared his mind—nor
docs she abandon him here—she points out the
truths which are not rapugnant. o her, nor to the
idea that we should form of the Divinity—she gives
testimony to the miraculous voice of God by which
they have been proclaimed, and the innumerable |
other motives of credibility onwhich they are sup- ;
ported—she shows us that our obedience to such 2!
Faith is Reason—and having donc this, her mis- !
sion isaccomplished. Nor be it ohjected thatall ,*
we have said in vindication of private reason, has
authority against it; Paschal, Bacon, Malebrauche,
Leibunitz, anp a host of others did nat think so—all
that we have advanced, has been nothing but the
faithful expression of the testimony- of these great
men. Infidels and heretics themselves, by not dis-
:cerning or aditting divine things, go just asmuch
against reason as they do against authority—she
herself warns them of her inadeguaty for -ihe exa-
mination of supernatural things, and conspites

Jfears of more recent debasers of reason can forbid |

!
B

1

mind ; on such occusions take up the flambeau of 'l“'m‘ the Apostle to bid them beware, for that
reason—approach and investigate, if you can, the ,‘‘ the searcher of mmjesty will be overwhelmed
; nc.\'plorcdpsecrcts of its bosmm—here )disscnt i"rgm with glory.” Ina “'01:)‘1’ that wo are inndcbted to
<l opinions, isno vice; weakness and limidity,"her for what twe Anow, und to authority for what we
n virtue—the aberrations of former philosophers :bcliwc 5 whether tho object of hat belief be human
oaly 3 salutary restraint—a mark to point cut the [lor divine truth: ¢ Quod scimus dgbemus Rationi

pracipice and to cautionus to beware not 1o take |/quod eredimus Auctoritati”” 'St. Augustine.
the demonstrations of reason and conviction sor the ' H.

-
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RELIGIOUS SWINDLING.
coxcLthrn.

We have shewn in Fngland the origin and pro
gress of that vile, hypoeritical, swindling speculs
tons the Bible Suctety; a thing imagined purely on
the trade, or mercantile principle; and reared andd
-esting an the broadest basis of protestaintism. I
soon proved u mine of wealth to its contrivers amt
their retainers; who had thus wilily enlisted on it~
side all the ignorant prejudices and anti-catholi
zeul of protestant sectarianismy together with the
vanity ofall the seli*deeming, and the would-be
deemed, godly and charitable of our race.

The profitable nature. of this mammonic del:
sion was soon spied abroad, as at home; and unt
versally huiled. as a new and overflowing  soure
of gain, by our reformed and reforming gospeller«
of every east; whose only object, atter all, is b
to sccure to themselves, thoir wives and families, o
genteel and casy temporal living: for they are’evi
dently of those who, as St. Peter says, legving the
right way, have gone Gstray: followiug the way ef
Balaam, the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of
iniquity. 2. Pet.2. These all over our colonice.
east and west; and in the United States of Ameri
ca, where so many kindred spirits abound; have:
industriously spread, and carried oh with wnusunl
Iy joint accord; among their blind and bigotted
dupes, this money-making Bible traffic, to such an
extent, and with such success, as, according tn
their own statements, to have realised cash  suffi-
cicnt to have mare than cancclied thair nationa!
debt. And yet all these prodigious collections va-
nish quite, as soon as made; without producings
one single visible beneficial cftect, -or durable ad-
vaniage to the  combunity.  Nay, the prowlhing
hvdra that swallows all, is as hungry and clamor-
ous for more as ever.  The Bible-traflic alone can-
wot wminister to the monster’s cravings. And
thougt, 1o recommend its sale, the printed Bible is
procisimed all and sole suficing- and all other
word or wnting profane and inadmissible: yet
(besides other furnishing shifts to eram the raven-
ing monster's mavw, such as Sabbath-scheols, Re-
vivals, Camp-meetings, rag-bag and mite socie-
ties; and daily begging brother and sisterhoods.
all for what is called the Lord’s treasury;) the trace
peddling speculation is superadded. ‘to the Bible
one; and vagrant evangilism fo boot, with the
most glaring possible inconsistency.

Quo non mortalia pectora-cogis auri sacre fe
mes? ’ : ’

So that the whole Brolestant systera las ended
at last in @ printer’s Bubble; o tract and  bible-ped-
dling apostleship; and a paper reformation !1!

Nolearning e this new religious system; no in-
struction whatéveris required, but just as much.as
fiay enable one (o scad. | All knowledge -of -tne
past, preseiit and future, derivable-from our. fellov:
creatures, and-the testimony*afman; is utterly -
carded; a< fallible and fallacious. * The Bibe olone.

.
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(that is vur English  Protestant versivn ofit; full
of errors purposely as well asignoramly made; and
disagreeing with all previous and subsequent truns-
lations  but sanctioned by a British monarch, and
his infallible parliament;) this British bible, (read
understand and interpret it as you please,) 1s your
only sure and soul-saving monitor and instructor.
All preaching, or teaching besides, is but the word
of man; Tracts too, and all written or unwritten
testsmony, as essentially fallible, must never be re-
hed on.  This is every Protestant’s protessed be-
lief; and that, as we observed, on which 2he Bible
Society has built its money making speculation,
This 15 that loudly lauded, and much admired
mode of univercsal conversion and modein ceange-
lism. Why did-hot the alhwise fuunder of chris-
tianity reveal to his folloyers this Bible scheme?
It would have spared them a world of difficulty
and danger in propagating every where his holy
religion, Their only duty would then have been
to print off, and cause to be generally circulated, a

a I‘Imqrimcur, au fournisseur, ct a la poste, pour
Ia publication la moins dispendicuse qu’on puisse
nommer.

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC.

Trr Psalms, ot which we are now arrived in our
Biblical Notices and explunations, are so import-
ant and interesting o portion of the inspired vri-
tings ; that we could wish to givea morc choice &
studicd commentary upon them, than we can well
at prescnt accomplish. We must therefore suspend
for a while our scriptural notes ; which we intend
renowing in our second volume: should we be
induced to continue the publication. This, how-
ever, entirely depends on the exactness, with which
the subscriptions. are remitted to the publisher,
for, though willing to yield, as we have hitherto
done, even singlo handed, our labours graTIS to
the public in the causeof truth ; we cannot afford
to be at so very considerable a yearly loss, to make
up the defulcarion of payments to the Printer of the
cheapest periodical in oxistence.

sufficiency of Bibles in every language. Such a THE EDITOR
mechanical method of instruction would have ren- '
dered unnecessary all their toil aud risks by sen || S ——————————————————ve—
and land; and saved them even the expense of| IGNORANCE AND THE VICES,

their journeys; cxcept, like those of our modern mis-
sionaries, when undertaken for profit and pleasure,
Nay, it would have proved to them, asit hos done
1o our Bible Society men, an inexhaustible and
vasy wrought mine of trcasure. Instead of carry-
'ng the Saviour’s ignominious cross they might
have wielded the golden rod ofMammon; and
made, with the monopuly of a Bitlc press, all the
nations of the carth their tributarics. What a
glorious spectacle it would then have been to be-
I51d thus evangelised and enlightened the whole
family of Adums; all at length become Bible readers,
seripture searchers, truth explorers, frec expound-
crs, random guessers, bold affirmers, loud protest-
ers, and tircless scheming new reformers. ‘Then

would have taken place atthe beginning what we
have been blessed with inour day.

A godly thorough reformation;
‘Which always must be caryied on;
And still be doing: zover done:

As if religion were jutended

For nothing else, but to be mended.

e T
AUPUBLIC.

Lics pscauraes, aux quels nous voita arrives duns
lo cours de nos explications Biblicales; etant une
gogtigen si xmportgnte et interessante de I’ecriture

ainte; nous voudrions en presenter a nos lecteurs)| L8 3 vot'sh
un commentaire plus choisi et etudic; ce que, POUr||prs oo ?,{i‘:"£°ie"".i‘§§3=%§{§n'?2"mms
1o moment, nous nescourions 1ealizer a notre pleine Yez with their pristinc valor those assail, )
ct enftere satisfaction. En cessant donc _pour un || And must, in cause.60 just, ~s. eyst, prevail.
forips, de continuer nos expliations dela Bible: | Tisnot for liberty aline U oy ight,
noug -es%erons pouvoir avec avantage les recom- o bl v Tust they otrive.and ignirance blind,
mencer dans notre second volume; s°il paroit que T guard the fair; acd free the fettered mind.
onug puissions hazarder la continuation de notre ’s champions theso eckuowledg’d, say, can such,
periodiquo: ce qui depend de Pexactitude avec § || ervanquish’d, to such brutal miscreants crouch?

uelle les abonnementasont remis au publicateur. Their tightes Rt mantt iuaph i tbe end. "
:,a.rlnl, quel‘?tqe d;sposee que nous %oyons a dedier nog|f o B eons Canse MARLIITE .

oilles gralig et sans retour icibas, o Pinstructionl] Cure'dbe that Iateslisnce, Aofy shamm’d?
publique, et aIa defence de Ia religion: nous nellB E?spo:s Pledted for their) ul’gosc damned!
hous frouvons pas a meme de souffrir une si grande [} If they, who form’d it, chrisgian, €'er should place,
perte annuclle en suppleant le defaut des payments

A M. S. POEM.
Continued.

There are, who feel their gen’rous bosoms swell
With all th' aspizibg %a.ssxon to exeel.
Such, to some lofty objectas they tend,
And o’cr the rest conspicuous far asces:d,
Pridemarks tho worthiest objects for his prey;
And from their gloyious pursuit tempts as\ray,
Th’ serial demon, whisp'ring unperceiv'd
What sigea) feats theirtalents have achiev’d, 3
Shews what they might of fame and wealth obtain,
Did thcg but bend their eflorts such to gain:
Points honours plae’d within their eu{_reach.
To these, their merit’s meed straiglgt ids them stretch:
Bares on their view tho emblems bright of pow’r:
Tellg how these oft were won in lucky hour
gy thosc to them inferior.—~Av’rice next,

‘o sway them from their nobler purpose fix’d,
His countless hoasd {!iaplnys, that yellow gleams;
And gold all pow’rful here on earthi proclaims.
Then envy prompts the sigh for bliss 5o rare,
Another’s spied; and wish to snatch or share:
And, shonld her sting ¢’cr reach th® unguarded heart,
It, with its venom leaves a cureless smart.
Lust too assails the mind, if stubbern atil.li
And secks, prone-rushing, to npsetthe will:
While sensual pleasure acts her part with eachs
Strives with her poison sweet the heart to reach:
The will in ev'ry form enticing wooos;
And, ifto be subdued, at length subgdues,
Then all is sudden lost man’s self-controul,
When onee he steps beyond th™appointed goal;
Nor need surprize us more the pranks be plays,
Whileone ed ground ke darkling strays.

OR one suffices of these tempters dread
Beyond the motal bounds our steps tolead;
‘Fhen, say, what must not all theivmight combin’d,
Or urg’d successive on th’ unconsctous wind?

Alone Just arm’d all Asia with hisspell.
The Grecks, reclaiming Helen, to repel.

Z’ZE”J

As co-legitirate, their own disgrace,
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{ Within its pale accaro tho barb'raus Tark,
And bid frop justice there the ruflian lurk!

Thou, whom thy ha?’pier fate, such compaot dire
Forbids to sanction' 'Fhou, should heav’n inspire,
Whaose frown can shake tho haughtiest despot’s throne*
0 Rritain, mako tho glorious cause thine owr!

With thee let templing av'rice plead in vain

A respite to the lustful demon’s reign;

£ud shew theo allin jeopardy else plac’d

Thy swealth of Ind; and homo expence incrcas’d.
Ho lies, the ficnd. Thou greater hence shalt risc,
Admir’dby all; and dearer to the skics.

Nor less thy ~onqu’ring bauner, near unfurl’d,
‘Than distsnt spread, shall awe the eastern world.
"Tts thioethe noble task, by heav’n assign’d,

T'o break th? oppres tor’s bonds, and free mankind
Hsuce. lilko Lis Saruson, in gigantio might,

Goil sends thee forth, his people’s wrongs to right
If thou not too securoe like him recline

In pleasure’s lap, shoru of thy strength divine.

If war must be, ?tis godlike to repel

Th' aggressor’s wrong; and veanton fury quell.

To be continucd
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