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\- PREFATORY NOTE.> \

\

• %

Wh,^preparation, were being made for bolding the late Sabbath 
Seb„, Conrention. th, bop. waa olpreMed
would be taken to Moure a full Beport of the pLeediL. and 7 '

' ' Z:tfor 17“° - *• -*- - clt
tb. JJ 7 npn,Wi-the Pub,Uhin8 Co”™“k. engaged 

of London to take ful, note, of the ptoL^l

M2TJhnT f"ther- -2T5 'mars. Lovell 4 Gibaon to undertake the printing without .n. 
elay ; and thus they arc-enabled, at this early date to n / 

the friend, of Sabbath-School. throughout th. Dominion^ 
complete Beport yet iaaned by the Aaeociation. '

- It ni at firat intended to publiah the two Prize EertyiIn'. - ■
pamphlet only, but it waa iMlly reaolved bj ^

. tee, m order to g,re the Ba«y, aunore e.ten.ive circulation, 
em at the end of the Beport, and alao to pnblieb 

for those who might desire them in that form.

■m

<] X

V

most

Commit-" 
to prii^t 

ditiona separate e

Considering the icontained in the jZTT"* ‘“‘T*5®«-.matte,

2sr thro*;: ZTX J

\
A. SUTHERLAND, 1 
W. ANDERSON, f
H J ^LABK10178^ CPublUhins 

Tohohto, Nov. 5,1867.
I
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INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS.
V

To Parents and Pastors^ Superintendents and Teachers, and oU\ 
Friends of Sabbath Schools. f . *

U8’ by the Fourth Provincial Convention of Sabbath
w,r °r introd"c^ *• ■

£pr?i:;:x.r:r.rr,s * •-• tJ W>, on'entlon> T«., the Religious Instruction of the Young in order 
td their eternal salvation through the Lord Jesus Christ; and to enlisti

',”rti0“' “d earn"tz,,ro>,<,r' kh.lf,„ hlT,

Tflh.e ^n"ging np of children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord is
SES S"‘“d «'M' »»= parents. No.„,em of Snbblï^
instruction however complete in its plan, or however skilfully wrought 
°u , can relieve any father or ltfother of one jot or tittle of duty to their
SP[mg' ST ™.°8t Carne8t Worker8 in the 8»bbath School continually 
nsist upon this ; they never profess or aim to supersede, but only to further

training given in the family ; in all our Conventions, this testimony is 
borne, year by year with loud and united voice. The Family is older than
PK fi00!:0! th8n the Church itaelf,-rather, w, the Church--the 
Church in the House,” for the many centuries of the Patriarchal Dispensation

' it:he:C, CMe °f * 8°litary 8ettler in oar forests, the Church 
“d School cannot yet exist, the Family is there before them. When

ose follow, it is not to set aside the religion of the family, blit to complete
it. When most efficient, the School and the Church take care of the children
but for an hour or a few hours in the week ; but parents have them in hand
every day and all the day. The command in the Old Testament, (Deut vi
6-9,) orm which Las not - decayed and waxed old,” nor - is ready to vanish
aWay' ~ ,A°d thT WOrd,8'whlch 1 command thee this day, shall be in thine 

“d tho«8halt teach them diHg^tly unto thy children, and shah 
of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by

tbC7ay- and when thou lieet down.and when thou risest 'up : and thou shit 
bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlet, between 

ine eyes : and thou shall write them upon the posts of thine house and 
upon by gates ; "—and that in the New Testament, (Eph. vi 4 ) - And ve 
hther, provoke not pour children to „rnth, but bring them up in the 
ture and admonition of the Lord;”—can only be fulfilled by parents in their 
own homes. It Is often lamented by the best friends of the î^mg, that the

k

:

3

i

•-V

4
* 4



. , 6

80 neatly IntSfln And 1116 absorbing labours of
• , household piety P thc rcgl,lar and faithful ,ils . f a n<?w country

s-ABFF'ss: îEFF
-hZiTy^t:0rdr00d>- ^ Pas^anhdTh0,d bro«^t Jo
and His covenlnt n “ the,> *ork i and let £?£"?"* ^that Parents 
prayer. Only thn rotol8es be pleaded, in effectual 81 ng of H°d be sought 
uP°n the rising geUn8eJ, "“/"I* '» resist the Zmy 5™* and. 

by insatiable greed for °D’ " thl8 OUr day. We live In&rg hkc a floo<, 
Pi«y, and all-di8turLin WeR,th. Profuse indnlgez*..c m „ ,me distinguished 
the young a*time, amU80taent and dis-
the greatest detri^ r ^t8 Premature nniw/ C°Untly' in which"
the State. The Chu °h ^ °Wn beh«viour in the fa *"» mdePendence, to ' ' 
water against thl a ^ the School will not ' y’ the Church andz;ir rzTï?:**day, todTÎZmn^^hthe 1,ghtlLmpowe,r,oÏch77 ^ ^

you, brethren suff J l° the times that shall f, n lri8t,anity in our own
. - to tT;X Hï *ord "f •*•**!? ,?”0,co.Now w " »*"*

'*»» Great Day gracc i ” and may every 1 Tmmd «° God

• what He .m bCf0rC ,h” ■'«dgment s,„,°°% Z,06 k •M«, «t tie
"«•WUmtd tk ehtr °f ",h« 'ho,„ ra„m ^ of>-«

°Ur land, we do so in th ’ to the pastors of the
already appreciated by tl ° gratefuJ assurance that the r M U raI churchcarin 

. token by SO many „f îl‘m,and dear to thernleftr(s !j!® °,f ^ young J*
Bible Classes, in the ^ eir °Vn in “i aboHr8 UQder-
Sabbath Schools an I ? Cparat,on of Teachers in’ ,'y v,Hitation, in 
tlons of their intere j Prcaching to th Lu’ onductfng or Visiting 
large numbers at the th® great work Lhilo’thi C°“tJnuaI manifesta- 
k«ow «ut m^y toU dT ^°nVent,on> Æ tte ,n «<*
Pressure of othw publi b.° oftener and ,)/more in th^u teBtnaony- Wo
•"d brethren, to o Inc ll Ur8°n thc lord’s day w °°!8’ Lüt for the
dock, to carry them ®op? and more » in f/.w, W® ** you. fathers
your thoughts" your y°Ur bo80ni'» like the Chief Sh”*i.tb® lambe of the

and instructed their adult
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— Md gjn to tZZiïzzæz&jz
st ISrErfErv--™»"~~p^p w”.^:
specially, who arc labouring almost alone h?,* f Ch<>tir 40 tho8e> 
peculiar difficulties. The cause in wh.Vh ’ Lmote Pleces^and under .
upon earth ; most dear* h harttolLT ,*" “ «“ "»W“*
eternity, «B. not to .d.2na for in'T'1 "nd "°*‘ ,roi“-1 *»

y we,1*noing . for in due season ye shall reap, if

new country 
the duties of 
this danger, 
fou to suffer 
families has 
portance to 
1 necessity, 
the father 

foty Scrip. 
3,»Kht into 
^at parents 
he sought, 
believing 
kca flood 
inguished
and dis- 

in which 
dence, to ' * 
urch and 
t break- 
is upon 
apart,” 

our own 
beseech 
to God,
‘i at the 
ofyour 
earth.”

Sabbath (School. 
Turni

ye faint not.

. ledgmcnt of the indebtedness of Ssabtoth Sctond' '""k' “o'1*1 

. to the Publication Committee for the nrolttord a°TU,Uty °' C*n«d*' 
they have prepared it for the ore,, .Î, mptllud' ,n<1 '«ciency with which
carefully .Le conte,* to"e,.to them toto " a •»

and to circulate the document a, widely f°“‘d "#‘ «“«"<
By the» mean,, the benefits „f „ arnetto,^! thr0"*h““‘ country.
those who were present, may be Imparted to a very^îdêdretoatV”1 b> 
homes, and hnndredj of school, receive an imputa forgot “ ‘h*,r f 

We would also urge upon Shbhnth i *

desired, „ f«, as he i, able, and to assis, i„ thei, «"gaétatioTT’’ Whu 
further suggest, esneciallv tj a . rgamzation. We would
holding Sunday School Institute. Jbriefly notic'd”* Th 'If"’ ““ 1>l,n of 
on the successive evening, of a w»t 7 “ ‘he flr"‘ **>

zzzzzss1* conv™f°n °f -««°
schools, of an abundance of labourers of lib> i. P yi*8 a°d increwing 
operation, and, above all, of success in the great En^ef S^h!^81 °°“ 
I^hi“«, ««., ‘he conversion of large number, ehiidren '
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God!
On behalf of the Sablwth School Associati

on of Canada, 
F. H. MARLING, President, 
WILLIAM MILLARD,

Toronto, October 25th, 1867. General Secretary.
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REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
îronto.

OF TUBew. vn.

FOURTH

frovinriat Jtehfcatfc-JfoliMl
OF CANADA.

xntreal.
ronto,
lie. ♦
ntreal.

» » >,i*into Hi f •: - *
» FIRST DAY.—Afternoon» Session.■ X

The fourth Annual Convention of the Sunday-School Association of Canada, 
Commenced its Sessions at 3 p.m., on Tuesday, October 8th, 1867, in Knox 
Church, Toronto. Between 800 and 1000 Delegates and Visitors, from different 
parts of Canada, and some from the United States, were present.

/ j

Rev. Dr. Caldicott, of Toronto, one of the Vice-Presidents of the Asso­
ciation, on being called to the chair, read the third chapter of the Book of 
Proverbs, after which Rev. John Potts, of Hamilton, led in prayer.

The Chairmak then, at the request of the Convention, appointed a Committee \ 
to nominate Officers and Committees for the ensuing year, as follows :—Rev. < 
George Bell, Clifton; Mr. David Morrice, Montreal ; Mr. Joshua Adams, Sarnia<

• . Rev. J. A. R. Dickson, London ; Mr. Thomas Robin, Toronto ; Rev. Jonn Pott#',
Hamilton, Mr. D. W. Beadle, St. C&tift 

The Ôèmmittee having retired7Tbr the despatch of business,—
Rev. Dr. Caldkîott remarked that, while they were waiting for the Com­

mittee to prepare their report, they could not more profitably employ their time 
than in a brief interchange of opinion and sentiment respecting the great 
subject which had brought them together—the training of our youth in the 
knowledge and fear of God. We could conceive of no work more important, for 
upon it depend the future character and prosperity of our country. There could 
be no question, that great improvement might be made in the mode of com­
municating religious instruction to the yeung, or that the Sabbath-School could 
be rendered far more interesting than it is, by the introduction of improved 
modes of teaching. He would not lengthen his remarks, but would give way 
to any delegate who might wish to address them.

After singing and prayer,— •
Rev. Mr. Chambers, of Storringtoi, suggested that, as they had the presence 

of the first Sabbath-School teacher of Canada—Mr. Sherwood^of Brockville— 
he should be requested to say a few words to the Convention.

Mr Ex-Sheriff Sherwood, a venerable looking old man of 89 years, then 
ascelUed the platform, and was warmly received. He said he had long been 
engaged in the Sabbath-School work, and he felt great pleasure in being able 
to attend the Gonvytion, because his heart was still in the work. (Applause.)
He had commenced a Sunday-School in 1811, at the request of the Rev. Mr. 
Smart, who then resided at his house. When Mr. Raikes first started the idea 
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" So much depends on having the right man in the chair;” It does. I feel it 
deeply ; and 1 ask myself, “ Who is sufficient for these things?” I could not 
obey your call, but for the assurance that you will have me in your hearts, and 
make mention of me in your pleadings with our Father. I understand that 
pledge to be included in the vote just given, and, thus strengthened, address >*<
myself to the duties of the chair. Permit me to say that not only is the • 
Sabbath-School cause dear to my .inmost heart, but that I also place a very ' 
high value on these Conventions, as a means of promoting it. In attending (as 
I have done) each of the Provincial Conventions already held in Canada, not as a

• teacher but as a learner, I have so richly enjoyed the brotherly fellowship on
• these occasions, and have received so much of stimulus an^patruction, that 

they are among the happiest recollections of my life. HeartUjpftherefore, do I 
rejoice that, at length, you have come to Toronto. Welcome to our homes and 
hearts, our Churches and schools I May this be the beet Convention of the four, 
but may the next be better still I You put a President here to serve, not to rule.
His function is to be your voice and your hand, in fulfilling your will, 
discharge of this duty, it may sometimes be necessary, for the sake of the body, 
to cross the path of individual members. The liberty of the whole is not to be 
sacrificed to the license of any part. Now, if I ever have to call a wandering 
brother back to the point under discussion, or to stop one who is speaking too long,

. please to understand that there will be nothing personal in such a necessary act.
I am -now simply a piece of clock-work, constructed and wound up by the Con­
vention itself, compelled to go round according to the rules, and when the hand 
points to the hour, I must strike—can't help ill I know, for I have felt, how 
hard it is for a speaker to be thus brought up suddenly, when he has just fairly 
got under way, and feels that he is sailing along fairly. That ting of the bell 
is like a sudden box on the ear, or a shot from a gun. But if every one were to 
speak as long as he might think it desirable, and as often, there would be an 
unseemly scramble for the floor; ten would be disappointed for one that would 
be gratified ; and conventions would be broken up amid general discontent. If 
every speaker will cut off all apologies/ introductions, repetitions, and perora­
tions, dash right into the middle of the subject, and stop when he has done, it 
is amazing how much h»can say in five minutes. The three golden rules to be 
remembered, are these:—Speak to the point; speak out; and speak short.
Will my fathers and brethren in the ministry allow me to say, that we that are 
accustomed to have full swing in the pulpit, the only speakers, with our thirty, 
forty, or sixty minutes, need to drop our preaching habits when we come to a 
Sunday-School Convention ? Vtrbum sat lapienii. It is one of the difficulties 
and drawbacks of this position, that the presiding officer does not come to know 
the greater part of the members of the convention until its sessions are nearly 
over. I would that I could call you every one by name, and “draw out” the 
“ gems of purest ray serene,” whose light is hidden in “ dark, unfaibomed 
caves ” of unconquerable bashfulness I Would that I could “ put into the pool ” 
those whose “ infirmity ” would keep them at the margin for •* thirty and eight 
years,” for always “another steppeth down behafee” them. Their heart is ready 
to burst like wine bottles, but their tongue refuses to give it vent. I can only 
invite you all, the humblest as well as the highest, to use the liberty of the 
Convention as you have opportunity ; and ask you beforehand to pardon any 
“ sin of ignorance ” I may commit in passing by any one who ought to be called 
out for speech, or prayer, or office. Just in proportion as our Conventions are 
successful, as the members in attendance increase, will it be more difficult for 
every member to have a hearing—nay, it will be impossible. But oureilent 
friends may not always be our least benefactors. I am sure that I but express 
the earnest desire of the body when I say, that we want all mere formal and 
routine proceedings cut down to the smallest possible dimensions, to have no 
“ points of order ” arise, or, if 11 such offences come,” to dispose of them with 
the utmost celerity ; and so to reserve our whole time for the great cauie that
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the Lord." But he would not anticipate the address of the Rev. Mr. Topp, who 
had been chosen to greet the delegates on behalf of hie Toronto fellow Christiana.

ADDB1S1 or W1LOOMS, AMD REPLIES.

Rev. Albxaxder Topp, of Toronto, then addressed the Convention as follow! :
Mr. Chairman It is but right, and what common courtesy demands, when 

we meet a friend who has come a long distance to see us. to extend the 
hand of friendship and cordially invite him to our house and our home. And If 
that.is the natural prompting of the heart between private friends, even so it ia 
wbén those who are united bv the strongest bonds, even the bonds of a common 
faith in Jesus Christ, are visited by others who are animated with the same 
spirit, and who come in the interest of the same great and glorious cause—that 
cause which is destined to prevail and fill the whole earth. I feel persuaded, 
therefore, that I give expression to the sentiments and feelings not only of 
Christian friends in this assembly but of Christian people throughout the city, 
when I say that we are right glad to see so many of the various denomination! 
of Christians who are warmly and earnestly seeking to obey the command of 
our great Head and Lord, “ Feed my lambs," assembled together in this city, 
and that we cordially extend a welcome to all the members of this Convention.
The friends of truth in this city not only hail your visit as a visit of brethern in 
Christ, but as an evidence of the deep and growing interest that is felt in the 
Sabbath-School cause, and the anxiety of all who are embarked in this great 
work to do what they can, with the Divine blessing, to render it more intereat­
ing, more comprehensive and more effective. Our lot, sir, is cast in very extre- 
ordinary times. There is much of unsettledness, even of érror and infidelity 
abroad, and I do not know anything of more importance to the future of tiw 
Church than that the young should be imbued with right principles and 
indoctrinated with the truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ. I think it waa 
John Newton who said, u If we would keep out thé chaff we mhstjjaye the 
sack full of good grain." Even so, if we would keep the young from error we 
must imbue thrm with the truth of God. I do earnestly trust that the result! 
of this convention will be to stir up our hearts to greater earnestness in tide 
good cause For I am sure we are all met together this evening with the 
conviction that “ except the Lord build the house they labor in vain that build 
it : except the Lord keep the city the watchman waketh in vain."

But, sir, in offering our coiup-atulatlon and welcome to the delegatee and 
members of this convention Who are our fellow subjects in these Province!, I 
rejoice in being permitted in the name of this assembly, and of the Christian 
friends of this city, to extend the same cordial greeting to our brethren from 
across the lines who have honored us, and who may yet honor us, with their 

(Applause). And this for several reasons : 1. The Christian people 
of the United States have devoted their attentiou and their energies very largely 
to the cause of Sabbath Schools. Indeed, the Sabbath School there is one of 
the molt prominent organisations in connection with the ( hristian Church ; 
for some of the most interesting, most admirable and useful treatises in regard 
to the working of Sabbath Schools, and the religious instruction and care of 
the young generally, we are indebted to the American mind. 1. We cordially 
welcome them because we hope to be largely benefited by the warm outpouring 
of their sentiments and their experience in regard to the various department! of 
Sabbath School work, and Sabbath School Conventions such as this. Whatever , 
they do, they, for the most part, do warmly and fervently, and we do hope that / 
whilst they may find something not to be despised or overlooked in Canada, / 
thêlr presence with us will be the means of stirring us up to greater earnestness j 
and devotedness in the habbath School work. (Applause). 3. We are under/ 
great obligation to them for putting themselves to the Inconvenience—great 
inconvenience in some cases—of coming to visit us on this occasion. And ^
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at which has been extended to us, and for the promise we hare that our sojourn 

here will be one of profit not only to you but to us also. I am advised, Mr. 
President, that thb subject of Sunday-School Conventions is one of recent 
origin in Canada. In the States of the Union they have become established 
institutions. There underlies these Conventions a growing sense of the defi­
ciencies of those who are engaged in the Sunday-School wo*, and hence they 
are drawn together to take counsel one with another, and learn improved 
methods of teaching, and thus the better to qualify themselves for the work 
which they more than ever realize to be great indeed. The Sunday-School 
cause has been blessed in the "past. Its history is replete with interest and 

v instruction. Sunday-Schools should from this time forward take a higher 
standard of excellence. The Sunday-School teacher—even the best qualified of 
them—comes lamentably short of the high standard which should be attained.

- But we may look to these gatherings of Sunday-School teachers, increasing in 
frequency and interest, as the means under God which shall raise this cause to 
that high- standard which we all wish to see attained, and bring under the 
influence of the Sucday-School the great mass of the young everywhere. The 
Sunday-School should not only be improved, but it should be extended. There 
are large masses beyond the reach of all the influences df this blessed Sabbath 
instruction. The time must come—nay, I believe the time is near at hand— 
when it will bo said, “ This is the era of Sunday-School movements,"—the 
reaching out to those who are beyond the pale of all religious instruction, the 
bringing of them in the morning of life to be interested in the great subject 
of religion, instructing them in the oracles of God, and leading them in 
the right way. The improvement of Sunday-Schools and the extension of 
their influence to all should be the subject towards which our minds should 
be directed. It is this idea that has brought so many from the States to 
take part with you in this Convention. Wo are here, Sir, because in the 
Conventions which
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try, we have enjoyed 
We come, too, I should

have been held ia our own coun 
the valuable cousel and aid of brethren from Canada, 
be frank to say, because we feel our deficiencies and wish to gather up and 
carry home whatever we may hear that will aid us in our future work. We 
live under different governments, each of which may have its excellencies and 1 
its defects, but blessed be God we are one in this cause. (Cheers). If you have 
a thought or a plan that will aid us in bringing souls to Christ, you will give it 
to us as freely as we shall freely accept it and take it home with us, and I hope 
that no custom-house regulations will be in the way, (Applause), that no patent 
or copy-right laws shall hinder our carrying home whatever good we may find 
in Canada, or, as I should say, the Province of Ontario. Is it the influence df 
example, or what is it that has led you over here to find a new name 7 Is it the 
spirit of change which is so proverbial with the Yankee 7 (Laaghter). What­
ever it may be, be it yours to honor the name you have taken, and you can in 
no way better honor it than in raising higher the standard of your Sunday 
Schools. (Cheers). I thank you, Mr. President, and ladies and gentlemen, for 
the opportunity of expressing to you my satisfaction with meeting you on-this 
occasion. I trust that in theprogress of these meetings wo shall all be interested 
and benefited, and that the Great Master whom we serve will pour out his bless­
ings upon us and upon those who aid us in the Sunday School work everywhere. 
(Cheers).

A

1

i

The Hymn—1' Blest be the tie that binds," was sung by the Convention, 
after which Prof. Seager, of Chicago, sang—u Brother you may work for Jesus.'»

Tas Prssidint said he was glad to be able to introduce to them one who had 
had much practical experience in Sabbath School work—Ralph Wells, Esq» of 
New York. (Cheers). He had gone down among the lowest of New York 
Society, established Sabbath Schools amongst them, and had been the means of 
bringing many of the children to Christ.

V

♦
*



. > V r

f v

16
Heee'l^“Ke°5^"h^^^"JL"Jrn,l7 p«ted hj the who,, l jk
«tcheecm. .h/.ounÆ.S"^'*?■*«"

s^c»iM,bS!5^-5assî^t1T,,
su*?**.. jüfi'ÆSSî araras ^5W3
corne m« SbÆschMl“Tee“erBwôrkinïel|> ï",,™«rre'etaTbeu^”"

~ «ïîœæ !
.^‘ n twhat ,B the fir,t qualification of a 8?hk??if*«?*£d me M a good illus-

âlmost.hopeiega, but be had not spoken manT^n® !° T?k’ hil caU8« eeemJd 
ditors were changed and he wL declared lhe n,ind« of his

£^?£S?'Sr!l«T®
SpsESssE s35i£SMaster MlUPUt «he harness °n I must not expecWo* î*°* n1*1'Lbegln thia "ork, 
to hT™ -k me t0 ?nother field. This work mZ hl LU off tilJ 1 die. or mV nf«n i^bogaTeh,m8eIffor“e- Mr Well» ih!1 b my lfe Work—to win souls£X fjp mOzsa ssi a?SS: *asS^tS3«a“5

. def -«JUftS® ?.UWr±;
’ know’ ihLt1dmeet1,her there- ThankOodAfoîreîe“IBÏÔtth0be?Ten whereIa™ 

reed, S£g SOttf** 7

5xKirri~^«ssa!W4s£s ■ •
ÈiBS'ISSlSSiïïHS ■

-7 ». STSiWfil;  ̂a--

ing
old

y *

when

7* I

"I

)

K;V

J N

f

fu

V

£S
V

■■



♦ IT

to deceive you ; I do not believe a word of the Bible.” “ Very well, I »m flad ' 
to welcome you.” Before two months had passed away that pale faced lad again 
called on me. Oh 1 if there was ever a time when those poor feeble hearts of y 1 
ours feel that they are utterly nothing it Is when some poor ilaner says to os,
•i How shall I be saved?” He said he had met-with three questions that trou­
bled him—that Jesus was able save everybody, that he was as willing as be was 
able, and that he would save ow. “ Why,” said I, “you do’nt believe that.” 
h No, but I never closed my eyes last night thinking about It." I read to him 
the passages containing the proofs of these three points, and then added. V Jf 
you only believed the Bible how simple it would make it.” “ Ab, but 1 do’nt t” 
i. Then pray to God to help you to believe it." “ But I dont believe their If 
a God.” “ Well, take this littUe testament go home and ask God if there Is any 
God.” He went home, and for 36 hours laid the matter before the Lord, and on 
the third morning he returned, threw his arms around my neck exclaiming, “ I 
have found Him ; it is all true." It was the same old word of God, “ Jesus died 
for sinners.” Take another instance—the case of a young man whom Dr, Skin­
ner said was the finest mind that ever,went from the New York City Theological , 
Seminary. He was the first one after I had found Jesus, to take me by the hand 
and wish me God’s speed. Said he to me, •• Brother, take the Gospels, live in the 
Gospels, get into their meaning and Spirit that you may find the mind of Christ.
Bury yourself in the Gospel»I" I enoiiired, “How did you find JesusV He 
replied, “ You know I was an infidel till I was 35. A poor young man of inferior 
attainments said to me one day, * I was wondering whether you ever read the 
Bible just as any other book, or whether you read it to find out what you pre­
viously thought was untrue.’ Here was an idea I had never thought of. I de­
termined to read the Scriptures with a different spirit L began at Genesis, and, 
brother, I did not get through Genesis before I found Jesus Christ” What was 
it? It was the Word—the blessed word of the living God. The precious pro­
mise has never been broken, •* My word shall not return unto Me void.”

Then again, the teacher should wrestle with God in prayer for bis j 
Do you know the meaning of that agonising prayer, “ I will not let Thee go except 1 I 
Thou bless me”? A week ago last Sabbath one of OUr teachers at our prelimin­
ary prayer meeting said that he had three months ago lost a boy from bis class.
His father had removed him because, he said. “ His manhood was being sapped."
The Spirit of the gentle Jesus bad taken bold of the boy, and the father thought 
his manhood was gone. We unitedly offered up an agonising prayer for that 
poor boy. When we went into the school-room there eat the boy in his seat 
You may call it what you will, but God dou answer prayer most wondrouely.—
The reason why we get so little is because we do not open our mouths wide that 
God may fill them. How little do we expect the actual conversion of the chil­
dren to God while we apply God’s truth.

One more instance : A poor, miserable fellow lay in a cellar in a state of great 
pain. His mother came to me and begged tne to go and see him again. Bald 
she,11 Jesus went lower than that for souls ; won’t you sro again and see my poor 
boy?" It seemed to me there must be salvation behind that mother’s bursting 
heart. I went and saw the poor fellow. He spurned me, and bis wife who tai 
a Jewess spat on the ground to show her contempt. I said, “ I do not come, 
my brother, for anything but to speak kind words to you." That man lived a 
year and a half. My pastor sat at his bedside during the last minutes of his lift} 
and, “ never," said he “ during a ministry of 40years, have I witnessed such a 
clear, plain evidence of real conversion to God." After hie death, his Jewish 
wife came to the Session, and said, “ I feel that the religion that could make 
out of my poor husband what he became, must be a religion from heaven. I 
think I have found thaï same Jesus. Will you take me in ?" What was it? It 
was that feeble mother’s prayer that could not let Him go unlees he blessed.
Oh I the power of earnest faithful prayer I Now for the result Going to my 
country home one night a short time ago, a man stepped up to me and told me
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seed, will doubtless come again withth weeping as he bears this 

rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.a
re

" Press on, press on, nor donbt, nor fear,
Prom age to age this voice shall cheer ;
Whate'er may die, and lie forgot,
Work done for God; it dieth not.” (Applause).

The Hymn—“Oh! help me sing for Jesus,” was sung, after which by request, 
Prof. Seager sang, “ Your Mission.” “ Nearer my God to Thee,” was then sung, 
a prayer offered up, and the first day's proceedings came to a close.

SECOND DAY.—Morning Session.
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The Convention met at 9 a.m., the President in the chair. The first half hour 
was occupied in devotional exercises led by Mr. Ralph Wells, after which the 
minutes of the first day's proceedings were read and confirmed. The President 
announced that a number of delegates were present from the United State», and 
he hoped they would hand in their names to the Committee. He was glad to 
see ladies as well as gentlemen present from the neighbouring Republic.

The business Committee presented a report recommending the appointment of 
the following Committees :—

On Resolutions.—Rev. John Wood, Brantford ; Rev. Charles Walker, St. 
Catherines; Rev. R. F. Bums, D.D., Chicago; F. W. Torrance, Esq, Montreal; 
Rev. E. H. Dewart, Toronto.

On CriDsntials.—Messrs. D. Buchan, Convener; W. Kerr, G. Harcourt, G. 
Goulding, W. Anderson and W. Kennedy.

OINIRAL SSCBKTARY'S BIPORT.

The Secretary, Riv. W. Millard, then read the Second Annual Report of the 
Association, as follows

As we present the Sioond Riport op ths Sabbath-School Association op 
Canada, gratitude and praise are called forth, and we say, “ Bless the Lord, 0 
my soul : not unto us, not unto us, 0 Lord, but unto Thy name, be the praise."

With all the evils that distress the Christian's mind, dfct the least of which le 
a subtle infidelity, attempting the sapping of the foundations of the Christian 
Church, and religious institutions, we have great cause of rejoicing this day 
that the Sabbath-School is spreading in extent, brightening in intelligence, and 
prospering In the religious training of millions of youths, and in the decided 
conversion of thousands. We bless God that Italy, Germany, and France, as 
well as Great Britain and her colonies, and the United States of America, are 
all furnishing abundant and increasing proof of the wisdom and excellence of 
this means of training the children for God and His service ; so that the Church 
really looks to her Sabbath-Schools for the sons and daughters who shall fill 
up the ranks of the fallen, swell her legions to do battle for the Lord, and main­
tain and carry the standard of the Cross “ where'er the foot of man has trod.'’

The past year has been memorable in Sabbath-School history. The capital 
of France has been not only the emporium of fashion, the repository of the arts, 
and the exposition of all nations ; but in gay and polite Paris, side by side with 
the admirable display of the Bible Society, has been exhibited the literary furni­
ture of the Sabbath School Societies of the world ; and as a companion to the 
Evangelical Alliance was found the International Sabbath-School Convention. 
At this gathering of great and good men from England, the United States of 
America, the Netherlands, Germany, Switzerland, and France, Canada was well
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te of ’ organized, and the “ Upper Canada Religious Book and Tract Society" has 

generously granted a like sum in books for th$ same' purpose. Such aid was 
necessary, as the people of our new settlements, for the most part, are unable 
to provide Sabbath-School requisites of the most ordinary kind, while they are 
hearty in welcoming the missionary, and in having Sabbath-Schools organised.

' the
two
the 1

Much labour and Correspondence has been expended by your Secretary in 
obtaining the statistics of the Sabbath-Schools of Ontai io and Quebec. Several 
of our counties are still without secretaries, and but few have organized Associ­
ations. There is, too, a general complaint on the part ofjhe county secretaries 
of great difficulty in obtaining statistics—of the unwjmngness on the part of 
some to give any information of the state of theirJthools, even of the num­
ber of teachers and scholars. '

The elections which have lately taken place have been a hindrance to some 
obtaining and rendering the reports required bythis Association ; but it is con­
sidered that the principal obstacle in the way is a misunderstanding on the part 
of many, of the real objects of this association in requesting such information. 
We pray, v(ork, and look, for better things. We greatly desire that a candid 
and honest expression may, at this Convention, be given, which shalkdisarm 
prejudice, and bring over those who stand aloof. S|

In a few counties, Conventions have been held, and associations organized, 
but many have had none.

Wo are convinced that if some plan could be devised and carried out, bv 
which every county and city should be organized, much would be gained. 
This also is submitted : forty counties has been heard from, more or less, but the 
returns are very imperfect :—

Number of Schools reported
Number of Teachers..........

"Number of Scholars..........
It is hoped that before the Report of tho Proceedings is published, ofhfcr 

information may be received to render it more complete.
Respectfully submitted by
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WILLIAM MILLARD, General Secretary.

*, After some little discussion the report was adopted.
The Hymn—'1 Rest for the weary,’’ was then sung.
Prof. Seager also sang a solo—" Stand like the brave with thy face to the 

foe.”
The Chairman having retired, the chair was taken by John Macdonald, Eeq.

PRIZE 1SSATS.

The Prise Essay Committee then presented their report It may be ne 
sary for the information of those who were not present at the Convention to 
state that during the year two prizes—one of $60, and one of $26—had been 
offered for the beet Essays on “Sunday-School Conventions; their objects and 
importance, and the beet methods of conducting them,1* and a committee*’ 
appointed consisting of Revs. Alex. Topp, F. H. Marling, E; H. Dewart, and W. 
Millard, to adjudicate upon the merits of the respective productions. The 
Essays were all sent to the General Secretary, accompanied by a sealed 
envelope containing the name and residence of the writer, and these envelopes 
were not opened till the award of the judges had been declared. The Whole 
number of Essays sent In was ten. The part of the Report referring to the 
prises was as follows :

v 1
That taking Into view all the requirements of the case, the Essay wRh the
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sj^T-SÆstssr*
Oh.inJoh"“?.^Vo^ ,h,r .n»l°“,7.°,d «boeo;ïS“,ÆfS«"‘0"'

ftr,< fri"~Rlv- George Bell, Clifton.
?5 °”d A-»«-Rev. J. Wood, Brantford.
Honorable Mentum-Ror. A. Sutherland, Yorkrille

OBAL REPORTS FROM OOüNTT SECRETARIES »

I» .™~* ..Hod for. From ,h«.
were in a more efficient condition • and all the an^iT*1* for“*d the schools

..StnKXSlî R,p"u from co«.,,s.=„ui„^™e^ewill be found at the
1
AFTERNOON SESSION. 

missionary's report.
Jî,..M,rÆiroUuï“ihi^^Xm“,?,lo^.“' *?id i“ =■"«"<* «P0. hi.

•f the harvest tended to distract the attention of *k an election and the labours 
Goontj of Simcoe, and everywhere njet with thVgreatoi^tind * begaD in the 
the people. He found many deficiencies in the .eCSÎ^Li amon6,t
■ay that be found a single one furnished as it ouirht # could notthe schools he visited were properly in order the ^ !? be' .]f nine-tenths of 
soon be doubled. Up around iSuskoka Lake ïnd h î?” t? believed would 
established a numbe? of schools. the peonîe ^mLu^ 6 ™ilee from that, he 
limited means would permit. North of Simcoc hZw*8 t,n.*uf* far ae their f 
Lake Nipissing, settled all the way by poo™’ UrirZT uWltbin 60 miIee o{ 
principal provision consisted of potatoes • Here h«Dg ° eba°,iee» and whose 
Some of the people had ttot heaîdfae organised some schools.
years. Of course, it was very difficult under theue*^6'* f°1 upwardl °r three 
• school after it was started* He wu ï*ppr to iea^'th^. ^’ *° on 

' ™»de in Toronto to do something towards^eetin» thât an *ffo.r,1 wae h*inE
wgard to Sabbath-Schools. At^hree-mUe^Iake*^ Y thU P60?1® in 
families—some f them having 6 and 10 cRUdw.» fou.nd a ,arK® number of 
The young .pen the Sabbath fn Lîting and S **'»*•**'“»'■
uncultivated, felt pained to see the relitrim,.1 *?' an,d tlieP* rents, though Mgloomd. H. ,o,Sd recomméod hi. ”*î£",h7^S.Ï °f >tlr. 
whoo they bore « link Mnn. to Ttolt thoitaîk ««Sîïïî'.lf"1 
would .core them most effectually He orMniaad*!».,of *h® country. It 
supplied them with books. About'$40 or $60 were epenTin^ho0 * ^ #,nd 

% ments in that way. He found the p 'oole of ...tb “ n«w settle-
but he was always received with unbounded kiïdne,. The vôûtY^Ih"7 1>°0r’ 
sections were as precious as anv in the land and ,5* ^oultl of theee new
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religious instruction. As the result of his visiyhe stated that 24 new schools 
had been organized, with 117 teachers and 847 [children; 36 schools had been 
visited, employing 213 teachers, with ah attendance of 2861 scholare : 84L
sermons and addressee delivered, and $200 wohlh of books distributed. The 
speaker then alluded to the cases of three or four inmates of the Penitentiary 
as showing the result of the neglect of early religious training, and concluded 
by urging on the Convention to put forth greater efforts to reach the youth in 
the most remote parts of the land.

The Chairman announced, that the Mission Fund 
contributions solely of Sunday-School children.

amounted to $342, the

The Hymn, “ Battling for the Lord," was sung by Prof. Seager.
The Hon. John McMurrich, Treasurer of the Association, presented hi» 

Report, which will be found at the end of this pamphlet.

BLACKBOARD TEACHING IK INFANT CLASS!».

Mr. Ralph Wills, of New York, was then called on to explain his mode of 
using the blackboard in teaching his infant classes in the Sunday-Schools. He 
said, that long ago our public school 'teachers felt the power of the eye in com­
municating instruction. For years the blackboard has been an established 
institution in the public schools. Little by little it is being brought into use in 
the Sunday-Schools. Like everything else, its use can be made perfectly ridicu- 
louSy and then it is laid to the charge of the blackboard, and not to the persons 
who use it. The speaker then gave an illustration of the power of the eye in 
teaching, by relating an inci lent which happened in connection with his own 
infant class in New York. He wrote on the blackboard a line of verse and 
requested the children to make another line to rhyme with it. This being done 
with a little assistance, another line was taken, and so on several times. In thé 
same manner he made up another couplet, which was not written on the board. 
Then all were rubbed off, and the children requested to repeat them. Those 
that were written were readily given, Ibut the other one they bad forgotten 
They had rent the first* but not the other. Take, coutinued Mr. Wells my last 
Sabbath-School lesson—the eighth commandment. I wrote on the top of the 
blackboard, “ Dost thou steal ?" in preference to “ Thou shalt not steal " as 
being more pointed. Teaching is questioning Things into a child, and ’then 
questioning them out again. I never make my blackboard exercise, my children 
make it. I merely lay out the plan ; the filling It out comes from them, or they 
think it does, which is just about as good. I wrote upon the blackboard, under 

Dost thou steal P the words, thus '
Common ways. | Causes.I I Remedy.

I called npon the children—a child will remember a thing that he bears from 
another child ten times as long as he would if it came from you : every one

his mother had sent him for milk, and he drank half of It, and then went to the 
pump and pumped it full." I believe in practical teaching. I would not like to 
stand up before those children and tell them, “Beware, ifhen you get to fc& 
cashiers of a bank, not to rob the drawer." But stealing milk—that produced 
•sundry nudges all through the class; that came home. So I put down 11 Milk" 
”ne !Ki«.Ci0mm0n Wfty,!”,“ubei?K ™ry expressive. “ Another way of stealing?1
mvéïf” JF611™ the 1®,S0B from enolher boy and not teamin' it
myéetf. So Fishing Lessons was put down “An ther common wayT" 

Please sir, stealin' time.” “ What time ?[• “ Why, sir, wbeh Mr. French sends
tîmet0"d0•',Em*nbdn», 1 t0.hK)k el.lhe w‘Ddows- Su‘«lin’ *r. French's 
time. Errands was accordingly put down next. To a little girl. « What
way can you tell me?" “What my teacher told me this morning, ^stealing
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God’g time.’” “What is that?” “Playin' on Sundays.” So “God’s time” 
was written. From another little girl, « Borrowin’ books, and forgettin' to send 
them back again.” « Very well ; can any of you think of anything else people 
sometimes forget to return on rainy days?” “Umbrellas!’’ went up from a 
dozen voices. “ Borrowing books ” was then put down. Next answer, « Found 
““i. .. ,„to *£lt1I* boy, “ Suppose you don’t know whose it is, and keep 
** 5 "hat^,en 7 „.WeI1»ir 1 d011’1 know whose it is, I hare a right to it," said 
the little fellow. Very well, it is a question ; how many think that they have 
» r'gt’t to keep it when they don't know whose it is ?” No hands up There’s 

intuition about these things. “Missionary money," was the next answer. 
How can you steal missionary money ?” “I knew a little girl,” said one of 

the girls, “ and her mother gave her a penny to put in the box, and she kept it ” 
“ How do you know, that ?” “ ’Cause I was the little girl.” The next thing we 
b*dwas“ Playing. “Inchin’ marbles," said one Utile boy. “ What’s that?” 

‘ ;v°y, slr» fnchm’ 's cheatin'.” The next common way of stealing that the class 
i,^ve was. Making bargains." And then I told them a story about a little boy 
who had some brass buttons, and another boy who had a beautiful ship. The 
boy with the buttons got the other little fellow to swap off his ship for the but* 
tons and a penny, though the ship was worth ten times the buttons : and then, 
said I, Do you think God wrote down that he stole ?” « Yes, sir,” in a low 
voice,was the answer. “ Bargains” was therefore next written down. “ Char- 
*ej£r was the next answer got. “How in the world can you steal character ?"

8ay8 “b®. “ I.can 8ay *bat girl over there is a very bad girl—I suppose 
that s a way of stealing character.” Oh, how hard it is to rob a man or a 
woman of character merely out of thoughtlessness, or a desire to appear 
favourably m the contrast i So “ Character ” was put down. The1*next was 
“Servants. As fifty of our scholars are “living out," that came home to'a 
great many. One girl says, “ Taking homo things to mother from mistress.” 
Then we came to the “ Causes.” The first answer I got was “ ignorance.” and 
the second, “ covetousncssh” But time will prevent us from dwelling on this 
point. “ The Remedy.” The first answer was in these four words, “ Thou God 
seest me.” “ Very wellq what, then, should that lead you to do ? ’ “ It should 
lead me to go to Jesus with my poor, dishonest, guilty heart, and get him to 
give me an honest heart.”/ e

in

r
Take another illustration—the third commandment. “ How broken ?" “ Wh 

b^?ken ? “ W hy not?/" How broken:” First, “Profane swearing second, 
• ,i ffrncmus I was written down as covering a great deal of swearing that
is cal led by. othnr «amt' 3. “ Making fun of the Bible ;” and those covert Bible 
puus. that I have known even deacons of the church guilty of—taking a passage 
of Scripture, and trying to make something very smart out of it. “Making fun 
of the Bible was accordingly put down in the column " How broken.” “ Tak- 
“* « •J?wne in Tain- by singing improper songs.” and " Praying with the lips 
alone. These were the five divisions of “ How broken.” “ Why broken “ Got 

*be first reason I got from the children. The second was, “ Didn’t 
P1 '°k; the third. Think its big;” and the fourth, “Bad company.” Then, 
u ^by^J, “ Not ght * Bible says so “ ungenteel, unmanly “ useless /

Take another Illustration entirely different. : At one of our lessons I wrote 
on the blackboard, “ Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian." Six months 
or a year after, I was called to see a little girl. When she saw me she says, “I 

®ome good news to tell WEu ; I have become a Christian.” “ How do 
• 7ouvkao7 th*t7’’ “Because I hate sin.” That is it; when a,child shows by 

ner life that she hates sin, that is, perhaps, one of the strongest evidences that 
the love of Jesus is in her souL Says she, " Those words on the blackboard, 
Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian,’ kept coming up before my eyes 

all daf, and a voice in my ears, 4 Almost P why not altogether ? Why not ? ”
M 11 a* a^r'but® her salvation, under God, entirely to those words on the 
blackboard. We hear milar inatemroa aMlaa>» aim—-*  
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The Speaker next remarked that ho always made it a point before singing a 
hymn to make the children understand it. Take the Hymn.

“ How wondrous ts the Book Divine,
By inspiration given."

This was the illustration, “ What does inspiration mean, Mary?" says Johnny,
11 how do you suppose the Bible got down here ?" “ Don't know, Johnny, unless 
God throwed it down." ,l No, he did'nt, else the corners had got turned down.”
‘I know, God spoked it" “No. men could’nt hear him.” “Iknow Johnny."
“ How ? ” “ God put it into men's thinks." ‘ How wondrous is the book divine' 
that God put into men's “thinks.** After two or three other illustrations of a 
similar character, Mr. Wells proceeded to offer a few practical suggestions to 
teachers. One great object to be attained in teaching a class is to secure the 
undivided attention of the whole class. One plan he adopted, and with good 
success, was whenever he saw a boy looking off to ask him a question. Another 
was to induce the children to ask questions to one another about the leeeon. 
He also urged on them the importance of visiting the children at their hones, 
that they might become better acquainted with their character, and thus be 
better able to apply the truths of the gospel to each individual case. He *1«a 
gave an interesting account of the first Sabbath School class he taught He 
urged teachers to be practical, to come down to a level with the children, and 
then raise them up. A great deal of teaching was worse than lost because the ' 
children do not understand it. The time allotted to Mr. Wells being now up, 
he resumed his seat amid applause.

The business committee then nominated the following gentlemen as a special 
committee to report upon the whole missionary work S. B. Scott, Thos. Muir,
D. W. Beadle and Mr. Rutherford.
, “ How precious is the Book divine," was sung.

Prof. Ssieia then occupied half an hour in explaining the beet way of teaching 
Binging in circumstances where there are neither books nor instrument. He 
remarked that that kind of music should be introduced into Sunday Schools that 
the children love to hear, and that the room should be made as attractive as 
possible by means of flowers and pictures. The time on a Sabbath morning 
should not be taken up in learning a new piece. Never let the Sunday School 
become a Singing School. Such tunes as “ How tedious and tasteless the hburs," 
Ac., should be avoided-they drive away the scholars. No school can sing well 
without having occasional rehearsals, and these should not be in the morning 
before the School opens—the one-half won’t be there. Let them be on some 
week day or Sabbath afternoon. In Schools where they had no books he would 
advise this plan of teachlhg the singing Let the teacher first read the piece, 
then sing it, then go back to the beginning and sing the first couplet two or 
three times, then let the class join in with him, and in a short time both the 
tune and the words would be learned. But the teacher must be sure and have 
the piece thoroughly himself before he commences. Prof. Seager then sang 
several pieces.
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The eleventh topic named in the circular, vis., “ The end of Sabbath-School 
Instruction," was then brought up for consideration.

“I
do
b7 Rev. Da. Osmistom was called on to open the discussion. He said that a 

clear ând definite idea of the end to be attained was indispensable to efficient 
action anywhere. The Great Creator had the ends specially before him when 
he created all things. A man without a purpose is no man at all. The neoeeeity 
for a discussion of this subject arose from the fact that different objects have 
been aimed at in different schools ; by some, teaching to read, teaching the
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EVENING SESSION.
On the opening of the Evening Session, the Church was soon crowded, many 

being obliged to go away for want of roo After devotional exercises,—
Mr. Ralfh WsfjL*, again iilnstrated h mode of using the blackboard by 

teaching an infant class collected for the purpose from two or three of tbe city

r?T* PAL1> ot Ulinoiw, said that a great revival had taken place in his 
neighborhood, on returning from a Convention of this kind, more than a hundred
5SVOoîven«oned<V t0 <h# °hurcb- He hoped t0 l(( ,iœiUr results flow from

Bchool was one of the most important of these instrumentalities.
Rev. Mb. Goodmaw, of Toronto, said tbe end is the salvation of the children, 

nothing more, nothing less. If we do not gain that end our schools are in vain!
.“I,0- Wl°J Catherines, mentioned an insUnce in connection
^.ferg£bx^'^,bâTii,,Ærr,r~r,,p,*,M-Th,r

devotion* exercises10^' ^ meeliDR WM brou8ht *° * close, after the usual
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ind ISunday-School*. There were about 30 children, of age* varying from fotir to 
eight They first repeated a simple prayer, after their teacher, then sang a 
little hymn which he bad taught them in the few minutes he had them under bis 

previous to bringing them on to the platform. The lesson was the " Pass- 
over/’ and by simple illustrations he continually brought forward the one great 
truth that our hearts must be sprinkled with the blood of Jesus before we can 
be saved from the destroying angel. The lesson was made very interesting 
and left a deep impression upon the minds of all who listened to it.

After a collection had been taken up—
Rev. Mr. Fsauklakd, of Cincinnati, presented the greetings of the Ohio State 

Sabbath-School Union, and expressed his pleasure at meeting so many distin­
guished friends of the Sabbath-School. He said he had been requested to say a 
few words in regard to the best method of gathering together destitute and 
neglected children.1 He had labored in that field for the last eight or ten years 
There were two classes of delegates present—one from the city, the other from 
the country—who looked at this matter from two seperate stand-points. Yet 
the people of the country bad a deep interest in the welfare of the city. Every 
year, as the young men leave their homes to go out into the wide world, many 
of them turn to the city as the place where they fancy they are to make their 
fortunes Many a time bad he stood in the city by the dead body of some poor 
boy whose pious parents lived far away in some retired rural district Through 
the city there flows a stream, its waters dark, muddy and turbid. Whence came 
these waters 7 Far away at the foot of the mountains there are little rills pure as 
crystal, bright and beautlfbl ; but the waters flow downward gathering impuri­
ties as they go, and by the time they reach the city they are tnrbid and muddy 
unfit for use. Just so It Is with life. It commences almost pure, but gathering 
impurities on its way, it becomes corrupted and defiled ; and only from the 
blood of Jesus can purity come. The Church of the Lord Jesus Christ is the 
divinely appointed means for the salvation of the world, but the Almighty God 
has given to hie Church the Sunday-School as a means of labor, as one of the 
most honored instrumentalities whereby they can bring souls to God. * Jesus 
came to tttk as well as to save ; and when those disciples of John questioned 
him concerning the proofs of bis divinity, he told them among other things n the 
poor have the gospel preached unto them." There is a power in the gospel of 
Christ to reach the lowest In every city where Christian men and women are 
it is felt If we only devote ourselves to the work of reclaiming these destitute 
ones, the Lord Jesus will open up the pathway, and secure to us the victory. 
Hie (the. speaker’s) experience taught him that. He had known instances in 
which one little child had been the means/0f bringing a whole family to Christ
wL*before*'them*11 preienl|to more earneit *nd faithfhl in the great work that

Paoyassoa Wilsos, of Toronto, was then introduced by the Chairman. He
toth^ii^f°JLghnnpreP^red 10 addre" them st len8tb> he gladly responded 
10 ot th* Convention to say a few words. In reference to the best
teacher “if lnulth*, caaee of mle,lon«7 he would say that the

rnn«eCtiiUOn of Radian Missions on the shores of Lakes Superior and Huron, and
nroîSto? 1Le£tr6Ued tor ?st P«rpoee. A sum of money was raised towards 
pro viding-what was much needed—a mission boat for the Indian Mission on
th. L!?pemr' ,9tb1r cbildren »lso subscribed to the fund, and this summer 
the boat was safely launched. He thought the Indian Missions had special

'1 SïïfîSu *11 mig,ht h® wel1 the churche« of Britain to loci to
their vast Bsst India Possessions, to their African Colonies, and to other mis-
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sionary fields where the flag of England floats, but the Indians of North America 
hare tBfe first claim upon us. We hare displaced their forefathers from their 
lauds, and it is sad to hear, as we do almost daily, of massacres perpetrated by 
hordes of Indians, and also of Indians cut down and exterminated by whole 
tribes. He thought better results would follow if the contributions of Sabbath- 
Schools were directed to a special mission than to missions generally The 
children would take more interest in it He hoped and believed that the fruits 
of this Convention would be manifest in the improvement and extension of 
Sabbath-Schools throughout the whole country. (

Mr. Dali, of Illinois, then addressed the Convention. Sabbath-Schools in his 
State, he was happy to sty, were in a very prosperous condition. They claimed 
the credit of having the beet organized association in the Union. In the 8tate of 
Illinois there were over 100 counties, in each of which they had an organization, 
and each had sent in a complete report at their last Convention. The statistics 
presented at that Convention showed that they had over 3000 Sabbath-Schools 
in Illinois, 30,000 teachers and officers, and 300,000 children. : This was mainly 
due to some half-a-dozen active, earnest, working laymen. (Applause.) The 
President of the Association used to be one of the leaders of what are called 
“ the fast young men.” After his conversion, although a wealthy man, he went 
into business with more earnestness than ever, but with a different object in 
view. It is said he made $10,000 the first year after his conversion, every 
dollar of which he gave to the cause of Christ. Now every year he spends 
eight months working for Jesus. At our convention we endeavour to raise an 
interest throughout the Countv in Sabbath-Schools ; and another object is that 

irit of God may reach the people, and that a glorious revival may break 
r the Convention closes. We are also trying to do missionary work a 

little nearer home than Lake Superior or Lake Huron. We have “ heathen ” all 
around us in all our large cities, thousands who never come under the influence 
of the gospel excepting through the missionary effort that is being put forth by 
our Sabbath-School Associations. Mission schools are established ; and the 
fruit of their work has been glorious. The way we manage is this The State 
Association appoints officers all over the State ; these officers call Conventions 
in their different counties. County Associations are then organized, and these 
appoint an officer for each township, whose duty is to establish an Asso­
ciation in his own township. By these means our Associations spread like a 
net work over the whole State. Of course sacrifices had to be made by indivi­
duals, but the cause was worthy of it. The speaker concluded by remarking 
tthat he was bom under the old flag of England, and he did not think it neces- 
sary, in order to be â good citizen of the United States, to stigmatize the land 

- of his birth. He hoped the two countries would go hand in hand in this great 
‘ Sabbath-School work, as well as in every other Work for the elevation of the 
.human race.

Xthe
out
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. ■
Prof. Seager sang—" There's a work for you to do.
Rev. S. B. Johnson, one of the Agents of the>IJpper Canada Bible Society, next 

« Offered a few remarks. It was a grand sight tdmee such a gathering as this, all 
■brought together for the sake of the little ones, tne lambs of the flock, to make 
them happier, holier, end more useful. The effects of this Convention will be 

.felt in the future; good motives, good thoughts, good deeds, never die. The 
Bible Society, at an important committee meeting the previous night, had 

•commissioned him to make known to this Convention that in any back parts 
.of the countiy where new Schools were .being started, they might 
ibiblee and testaments they wanted, simply by making application.

£-

y

have all the 
(Applause.)

Rev. C. W. Bolton, compared the children to a fleet of vessels bound for their 
different destinations, and the question comes up, will they reach their port in 
safety, or be shipwreoked on their way. There is a responsibility laid upon

2
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iCA every one to care for the young. Christ died for all, and those poor creatures 
that wander through our streets, houseless and homeless, sometimes hare 
thoughts upwards. To bring these to Christ was not a labor ; we should rather 
call it a work in which we loved to engage. There is a work for all to do. 
God does not like to see any of his people idle. If the children around ns 
perish, are our skirts free from their blood ? May God give you and me grace 
to go forth to this work with renewed teal and earnestness.

IIPOBT or DSLS6AT* TO TH1 INTERNATIONAL B. B. CONVENTION I* PARIS.

The Chairman then announced that Rev. Dr. Ormiston would give an account of 
his recent visit to the International Sabbath-School Convention, held in Paris 
in June last

Dr. Ormiston, on coming forward, was greeted with loud cheers. He said he 
had not been in Paris two hours before he found himself in a meeting held in con­
nection with Sabbath School work. This meeting was addressed among others 
by the Rev. Newman Hall, who gave them an account of what was being done 
in England to bring out the working classes to hear the gospel. In the building,, 
which was within the precincts of the great Exposition, an hour’s prayer-meeting 
was held daily, and he was sorry to say that many Protestants from Britain and 
America spent weeks at the Exposition without once visiting this pla 
ship. He attended it regularly, and was much benefitted. It would 
teresting to go over in detail all that was done at that International Convention ; 
but he would rapidly glance at the features most interesting to Canadians. The' 
first meeting was devoted to the receiving of delegates. There were delegates 
from the United States, Canada, England, different parts of France, Belgium, 
Holland, Germany, Switzeiland, Prussia, and Italy. He never saw a finer ex­
hibition of Christian courtesy and of warm hearted hospitality than was man­
ifested on that occasion. A right cordial welcome awaited all delegates, come 
whence they might. And when the ceremony of reception which was a little dis­
tinguished from ours by a greater amount of formality, was ended, replies were 
given by some of the delegates, and reports were read from the Sunday Schools in 
Paris and in different parts of France. These reports brought out some striking 
peculiarities. Their course of operations is altogether distinct from ours. They 
have the same faith, the same Lord, the same Word, the same love for souls j but 
their wants are peculiar, and the courage required to meet them, and the perse­
verance to overtake them are far greater than with us. As a proof of this, 
imagine an attempt to introduce Sabbath-Schools among children of Roman 
Catholic parentage Even though the parents are willing to have their children 
taught the word of God, they are prevented by the ecclesiastical authorities. 
In view of this, it will not be surprising to find that the children generally 
regard the Sabbath as a grand holiday. These things have to be contended 
with by those who undertake to teach Sabbath-Schools. He (the speaker) was 
invited to address them, and after he had spoken, questions were sent up to him 
to answer. These were questions bearing on the difficulties Sabbath-School 
teachers in France had to encounter ; and ho had in many cases to confess his 
utter inability to answer them satisfactorily—their situation was so different 
from ours. His advice to them was, “ Say nothing against anybody, but every- 
thing for Him.” The second meeting they had was devoted specially to the 

from England and America. Some of these were written, 
othe* given orally. Statements were made by delegates from different parti of 
England, and especially from New York and Chicago. He (the speaker) gave 
an account of the Sabbath-School work in Canada. The next day was spent in 
reading reports from general puperintendenti of districts, and the whole was 
wound up by a discussion of the very question that was discussed in this Con­
vention this morning—“ The end of Sabbath-School instruction.” Considerable 
diversity of opinion was expressed on this subject In some localities it is
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almost impossible to introduce the reading of the Scriptures. Some schools 
merely use a little catechism. The result at which the Convention arrived, and 
that nearly unanimously, was that with which he believed almost every person 
who heard him would agree—the salvation of the children. Thé general senti­
ment of that Convention seemed to be that the Sabbath-School was nothing 
more nor less than a Church for the children, and therefore teaching Sabbath- 
School is simply preaching the gospel to children in the style adapted to children. 
Bence the teacher should have the same spiritual qualifications, be actuated by 
the same motives, and • be possessed of the same skill as the minister. The 
speaker then gave a very interesting account of a day he and other members of 
the Convention spent at the country seat of the President of the Convention. 
They were treated with the most unbounded hospitality, and had a delightful 

.time. He came away with a higher opinion of Frenchmen, and with an experi­
ence most pleasant to remember. As to the results of the Convention, he did 
not think any very great results could have been anticipated from a meeting 
gathered as that was, its sessions so brief, the subjects introduced so varied, 
and the difficulty of language to be overcome, so great. But it did cheer the 
hearts of our French brethren very much, and every delegate from distant lands 
went home with a higher opinion of their seal, their ability, and their courage. 
Why, it requires no courage for a man to be a Christian here ; it is a credit to 
him. But there it is quite a different thing. And the courage of these conti­
nental Christians, their heroic endurance, their calm magnanimity, their strong 
faith in God’s Word, are something remarkable. The speaker then described the 
happy manner in which he spent a day with the children on an excursion some 
five or six miles up the Seine. There were 600 or 600 Sabbath-School children, 
and though many of them were poor, they were all neat and tidy, and scrupu­
lously clean. Everyone had, if not a bouquet, at least a single flower. They 
were well behaved. The idea of reverence for/age and authority, for law and , 
order, in those old lands, is greater than it is with us ; and it is an evidence of 
weakness, not of strength, when respect for authority and age declines. We 
are ahead of them in most other things, but we have lost as well as gained. ' 
Could not this defect be removed in some way? He (the speaker) could not 
understand the children’s talk, but he could play well with them, and some 
glorious sport they had. They could interpret the language of the hand with 
amazing facility. The last thing he did before leaving New York on his way 
to Europe, was to address 660 of the little ragamuffins gathered from the 
ditches of that great city. When they get these children first, they are sifted 
and every atom of decency taken out of them. The neglected refase— 
those whom nobody would have in their houses—are then cared for. The 
main idea is to teach them obedience, so that they will submit to family 
authority. Those poor little creatures that don't know what it is to lie down 
on a bed are kept and trained for five or six months, and then they send them 
off to the magnificent West to make men of them. A great work is being done 
in New York in this way. He had a good time there, and a more appreciative 
little chubby audience he seldom ever before addressed. The first public act he 
did after landing in England was to talk to a Sunday-School. The deduction 
tie drew from what he learned at the International Convention, from what he * 
observed in his personal visits, and learned from converse with leading men 
engaged in the work, was that the Sabbath School, in the dimensions which it 
has attained, in the attention it has attracted, in the piety and energy which are 
employed in it, is one of the mightiest agencies which the Church can employ 
to elevate home piety, to increase her power and to hasten the time when she 
shall arise and put on her beautiful garments. The Sabbath-School should be 
constantly associated with the Church, and the Church should use the school 
to the very best advantage. In order to do this she must take care to place 
over it her very best men asid women. The conclusion to which he came, from 
all he had aeen and heard was, that the character of the school depends

(

■X

I

3

Æ1

more

■

*



,

31

upon the teacher than upon everything else put together. Wbafwe want then 
is skilled labor in our Sabbath-Schools. He exhorted the yoting men to lay 
themselves out forJ.be work, to prepare themselves for It by stqdy and by prayer. 
And if some of our young ladies would devote one tithe of the time In learning 
how to play upon the chords of a child’s heart which they emjtjoy in learning 
to play on the piano, oh ! what musicfthey would bring out or |i.* His advlee 
to them was,11 Don’t play upon your pianos less, /but play upon tie harp-strings 
of children’s hearts more. V

( THIRD DAY.—Mourixa Session.

The Convention re-assembled in Knox Church at 9 a m. The first half hoar 
was occupied in devotional exercises, which were again conducted iiy Mr; Wells.

teachers’ Manures.

Mr. R. Wills then addressed the Convention on the subject of " Teachers' 
Meetings." He remarked at the outset that it was always expected that the 
teachers should come to their meeting with the lesson well prepared ; and the 
object of it was to compare notes, and assist one another wltn thoughts and 
illustrations. Before entering upon his subject, he would refer to a matter 
which had been spoken of before—the beet method of Interesting children in 
Mission labour. He felt it a matter of great importance. Get children to work 
for any one, and they will soon begin
the person for Whom they are working. They should try to awaken the $pkit 
of missions among the children. It is not the amount they give, but that it is 
for Jesus. Get them to feel that. One plan they adopted in bis mission schools 
in New York, was to have the children enclose their offering in an envelope, 
with a statement showing how they got the money. ThenWllttle papers were 
very interesting, showing the sacrifices the children made. “ For selling cin­
ders, 3 cents “ for getting up head in class at day school, one penny ** run­
ning errands for ladies and gentlemen, 4 cents “ trimming dolls," 11 washing 
dishes,” “ holding horses," “ sweeping streets,” “ shovelling snow and last 
Fourth of July $4.32 was sent in, “ saved from firecrackers.” Oh I Jesus, how 
they love Thee I That is the spirit of missions—the spirit which leads them to 
make sacrifices. How are you going to interest the children in missions 7 Let 
them know where their contributions are going ; let them see that their money * 
is put to some use. Last Sabbath afternoon I had a letter from a missionary In 
Persia to whom the children had sent some of their contributions. Oh I bow 
long they had waited for that letter, and how glad they were to know that their 
money bad reached him safely. And then I pointed out Persia on the map, and 
showed them how far the letter had to come. We have a large map of the 
world, and whenever we send a contribution to a missionary, we tack s 
piece of gilt paper over the part of the country where he resides j and 
one little thing said while we were looking at it, “ Won't it be grand when 
we get it all covered over with gilt!” Be practical, and let the children see 
that their money is accomplishing something. There is another question I 
would like to answer. 11 May I have an impenitent teacher in my Sabbath- 
School Î” It is simply a question of supply and demand. Get the good ones 
if you can ; if you cannot, get the best you can. But there is a great respon­
sibility resting on the superintendent In the fifteen years he (the speaker) had 
been teaehing, he had admitted 72 unconverted teachers. Out of that 71, 71 
were brought to Christ; and the other, his father took away. The secret was 
with the God of heaven. So if you have to employ an impenitent teacher, leave 
m> stone unturned to bring him to Jesus; and you will succeed. It Is Impossible 
for any one to continue teaching a child the truths of the gospel, under the eye 
of a faithful superintendent, and not himself feel their power ; be will either * 
give up the work entirely, or submit his heart to Christ.

K
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H« would give a few rules in reference to preparation for class. Study the 
Bible first ; compare Scripture with Scripture ; see what the Lord has to say 
about the particular passage you have on hand. Then get a definite meaning of 
the words and expressions used ; then get the context, and see how you can

SSjtfSSAœâfflîSSESSto you write them down in a little book. Oftentimes some little trivial incident 
is the conductor of a mighty truth. Of course all this takes up time ; but what 
was our time given us for? It costs something to be a real Christian The 
teachers'meeting should generally be conducted by the Superintendent' It Is 
opened with a short prayer and the singing of a hymn. Throw your question 
books away before you go to the meeting. Then each teachér brings in his 
thoughts on the lesson, his illustrations and suggestions ; and among ten or 
twenty teachers quite a mass of information is collected, all of which is common 
property.

The speaker next referred to his notes of a teachers! meeting, and explained 
ro. t conducted. The lesson was the first few verses of the third chapter

• 1—1 i°hn; ThVUCâ8t °nvWaS *8ked' “ Cen an7 one give the meaning of the 
word Nicodemus?” Another question, “ Will some one give us the character

W°lVf this ™a°?" “ What waa the object of his coming by night?” 
Quite a difference of opinion was expressed on this point, but no discussion was 
allowed ; each ones view was simply taken, and then we passed on. » Do we 
ever read of this Nicodemus after?” Then the three times in which we read of 
blm are given with the passages, showing the progression in the mind of Nico- 

: ‘ Wh7 w»8 be afraid ?” “ Give us a description of how 
he appekred. Children love pictures ; this picturing a scene before the minds
«Àu.C?Mdren V g.ra.phjc ma?,neLhas a 7°nderful power. “ How did Jesus 
receive this proud-spirited man” This waf dwelt upon. Then the third verse 
wm taken up, and hero came in the point of the lesson. “Ye must be born 
agein. Oh! how interesting that was I One teacher gave this, « It is a change 
or motive, of desire, of lijting.” “ This verse shows man’s natural heart to be totally 

J. ®°™e 8‘ven to prove this, “The heart is deceitful
*C‘. ïhe5.\. 0an an7 Cacher here give us a Bible example 

SVr.' Th® ?a9e£f Paul was giyen> and these three points 
* ”2 Faul Wfts, what Paul became, and how that change was

- fl1,'. dL 1Paa.18 [or™er character, interests, and prospects were dwelt upon.
O tr ,ufaul did—he began to pray; lie began to tell others about Christ. 
3. How bis conversion was effected : Jesus spoke and Paul listened. There is 
a whole sketch of a sermon at once. The evidences of the possession of this 
new heart was the last point made. Pour Bible texts were given. The first was 

k z - T\1>„ FaUh io Je8“8 Christ;” the second, v. 8, “ Brotherly love:” the
third, v. 4, ‘Overcoming the world;” and the fourth, ii. 29, “A holy life’*—the 
outward evidences of the inward change. Then each teacher gave his illustra­
tions on these different points. The speaker concluded by urging 
and superintendents the importance of holding a teachers’ meeting in each week, 
before meeting with their class. He hoped that one result of the Convention 
Sunday School IUCh meetiDg8 would b® established in connection with every

TIMPSUAXO*.

The subject of Temperance was not brought up for discussion, but the Oon- 
▼ention, recognizing its great imporUnce, invited Rev. R. F. Burns, D.D., of 
Chicago, to deliver an address on the subject. ■ 7 ’

Dr. Bosas, in commencing, related an incident which occurred to him not 
long ago. lie was walking with Mr. Gregg when they passed a miserable
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he woe-begone looking creature—the very picture of wretchedness. Said Mr. 
Gregg, “ That man was once one of the brightest lawyers, and had brilliant 
prospects before him.” A few weeks afterwards I saw a notice of his death in 
the papers. He died as the fool dieth. Two years ago I paid a visit to the 
jail in Cleveland. I met there a man who had once been an officer in the 
British army, had moved in the first circles of society, had fought in the 
Crimea bravely ; had left the army, and gone into the practice of medicine ; 
came to Cleveland, and there I found him in that jail for a very aggravated 
crime. “ Oh,” said he, “1 took a single glass, and it put the devil in me.” ▲ 
few months afterwards he was swung with a rope into eternity,—a specimen 
of the evil effects of intemperance in another profession. And jnst to follow 
out this line of thought, it is about a year ago that I did duty one day for my 
father in the House or Industry. A man was there on whose lips I had hung—an 
eloquent preacher of the gospel in the dear old land. As I looked at Mm—a 
most pitiful sight—the victim of intemperance—I thought to myself is anyone 
safe ? These are but three cases out of a multitude showing that there is no 
one who should think himself strong.- Some, who supposed that they were very 

n principle and in purpose, have been induced to lay their heads in 
this cunning enchantress, and have been shorn of their strength and
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Samsons in 
the lap of
their reason, and, like Samson of old, have been made the sport of those who 
have made them their victims. At the great Sabbath School Convention at 
Dacotah, Illinois, an enthusiastic resolution in connection with this subject was 
passed ; and the President, Mr. Reynolds, a devoted man of God, has, as a 
regular part of the exercises in connection with hie Sabbath School, a temper­
ance meeting. I have collected a few statistics wMch show that there is great 
danger that the young men may be drawn «(side 
enclosure of the Sabbath School. Mr. Smithers says, that on visiting York City 
(England) jail, he found in one ward 15 out of 17 who had been attendants at 
Sabbath-School. Pursuing bis investigation further, he found 9 out of 10 in 
another ward, 2 out of 13 in another, and two of them had been Sabbath-School 
teachers. All bid fair for a season, but were dragged down by this monster, 
intemperance. And when Mr. Smithers asked one of the criminals if his Sab­
bath-School teacher or minister had not advised and urged on him to abstain 
from all that could intoxicate, his answer was “No, Sir." Mr. Smithers 
mentions that this case so affected him that he knelt down there on the cold 
flags of that York jail, and looking up to heaven for help, vowed that he would 
never touch, taste, nor handle, anything that could intoxicate;—(Cheers)—and 
(hat he would see to it that he would never be in a position that any poor 
criminal within the walls of a prison would have to answer when asked, “ Did 
your teacher or your minister never advise you to abstain?” “No, Sir." Oh! 
if we look at our skirts in reference to this matter we may find great drops of 

• blood, and perhaps we need to look up to heaven and pray, “ Deliver me from 
blood guiltiness, 0 God." Are we clear from the blood of all entrusted to us 
in this way ? It was but the other day that I read in your papers an account 
of that horrid murder committed in a distillery at Kingston. In the narrative 
you notice the names of some, connected with the crime who had had good 
Sabbath-School training; and you ^recollect the references to the drinking 
before the deed was done. You recollect the case of Newman Hall's father. I 

. heard an affecting account given by his devoted son in Chicago, of the early 
history of his father's life, of hie struggles with this strong man armed ; of how 
he first gave up the whiskey and kept the wine, and that dragged him down; 
how he then gave up the wine and kept the ale, and that dragged him down ; 
and then how he resolved to touch not, taste not, handle not, anything that 
intoxicated. (Cheers.) And talking of Newman Hall makes me thinkfit Surrey 
Chapel. This morning I read an account of the predecessor of Newman Hall, 
Rev. James Sherman, of blessed memory. (Cheers) Mr. Sherman says, “ How
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citixens of Toronto l the sharks are’ *fw » b*°k and fainted. Friends and

^°L “b°'”»V îw
to' God that ererr kbbMh-SchoS hÜ .enïe Temperane? Societies. I would 
Reynolds’ in Illinois. If we had Bandn^f JemPerftnce Society like Brother 
School., by which the Toun, L • 50p! ,conn?cted with our Sabbath- 
temperance, an influence would be eLrted for tEtu* w°fltb? .PrinciPles of 
with one Sabbath-School in St Catharines*» Band If n W® fi°î *5 connection 
were most interesting to the children*1®*! £Band Hope, and the exercises 
admitted as honorarf members .„TJ k?°Z tbat the Parents who were
immense good to them. Stephen Paxton °wM°ït ï® p.!edge’ 8aid u did »n 
man. His little daughter brnno-ht i,- -,n 'Taa at, one time a most worthless««• tUt «“ „;"„UdibMm7h.° î.d Sb>lh-S«1"".1. ™« th. toi„.
whose absence on this occasion I re JütV*d Î? blS C??,v?r8lon‘ That man, 
Schools, and indirectly 1000 o£rs K direc«y esUblished 1200 Sabbath- 
hand. into the Sabba h-Schoo® and’ l °"î‘ 6V°° children wlth h“ own carried him over thelengthandbrS E*”®117’and even h‘- horse that 
animal—he has called .'Robert Es «°wk® wf ^nfountry-a fine little 
bringing that father to thesTnd^SchooWbe“ 1 ‘hink tf, that ,little *« 
blessed truth, “ A little child^shail fi,?d , ne,f lIIustration of the
juvenile temperance societies manvo S. * m. In connection with these 
parents to the meeting"andih“oU7hth™ thllÏJ'K brin* theîr
women, and( oftentimes members of tb« nu k “re led to be sober men and 
expressing the hope that™îtoou Jh [hpr! H ? of,9hri8t- I «hall sit down 
subject, the resolution committee wm® k*7 b? 00 dl8CU88l°n allowed on this 
subject! (Applause™ * m a stron* resolution
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atroRT or the missionary commutes.

Oommittje. ^ 0l*in”“' P'™"'-1 «>• following R.port „f tb. Mi.,

to or^^c.i'triu.' <u;*rr b«*

• great need there i. forEÏ! * a d.unn« tbe Pa* '«miner but reveals the 
west' and m in tk. ,>£ -ve.te,Petl0 and thorough prosecution of this work in the
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Eeq., Rev. Dr. Oaldicott, Robert Walker, Eeq., Robert Baldwin, Eeq., and Rev 
J. H. Robinson.

An animated diecueaion on this report ensued, which continued till the hour of 
adjournment, (12 6'clock).

THE CHILDREN’S MEETINGS
were seasons of great interest. It had been arranged that the children of the 
various Sunday Schools should assemble in three divisions, one in the Richmond 
Street Wesleyan Church, one in the Bond Street Baptist Church, and one in the 
Elm Street Wesleyan Church, and that, should the weather prove favorable, they 
would proceed at 8 p.m to the Queen’s Park, where a grand mass meeting was 
to be held. However, as the day proved very stormy, the mass meeting had to 
be abandoned, and the services were held in the three churchaa already named. 
The programme was similar in all, consisting of singing by the children, and 
addressee by members of the Convention. The following hymns had"been printed 
and distributed among the children : "Hosanna,” “Universal Praise,” ** Sunday 
School Battle Song," “ Around the Throne of God in Heaven,” " Shall we gather 
at the River I ” closing with the Doxology.

the HionxoND eraser meeting

was opened by singing the first hymn, after which the Rev. Dr. Wilkins, of 
Medina, N.Y., offered prayer.

The second hymn was then sung.
Episcopal Church, Canada, read the 28th Paalm.

v i-

Rev. Dr. Richardson, Bishop of Methodist

Rev. G. Young, pastor of the church and chairman of the meeting, in a few 
introductory remarks, thanked the children of the different schools for their at­
tendance, in spite of the unfavorable weather, and promised they would have no 
reason to regret it, as they would hear some good speakers—some of the best 
friends of children, who had eome a long distance to meet them. •

i
The third hymn having been sung,
'Rev. Dr. Busns, of Chicago, was called upon to address the meeting. He said 

it was a grand sight to bo thus surrounded by a cloud of witnesses ; but, as the 
hymn they had just been singing told them, there was a grander sight still of 
children singing, “ Glory, glory to God in Heaven." What a glorious concert is 

''that, like the voice of many waters, singing Halleluiah. ‘ It is pleasant to hear 
the children’s voices, and he thought that God needs their voices to perfect his 
preise. How is it to be done I He found the answer in a little verse, which he want­
ed themj^o carry away with them—" Give Me thy heart.” He related an anecdote 
in p*int Three little children, at Christmas, were giving presents to their father. 
The two elder gave him nice little presents, but the youngest, " little Totty,” laid 
her arnqs around his neck, and 'said, “ Oh, papa; I haven’t got anything, eut PU 
give you all my love.” That is giving the heart Jesus, who laid down his life 
for children, is the One that asks it This gift is little; it costs nothing ; all he 
wants is the heart He compared the heart to the works of a watch that were 
out of order. It oould never go right till it was renewed inside, and then every 
thing will go right, and they will learn to bate sin, one of the surest sigus of eon- 
version. Ho made use of many other simple but telling anecdotes, to illustrate 
hie address, and eat down amidst great applause.
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The Obaibman then introduced Professor Seager, who said he was greatly de­
lighted with their singing this afternoon. It was the first children’s singing he 
had heard in Canada, and he thanked them and their conductor of music. He 
then sang, “ I’d tell them to be true."



ReT. P. G. Coos, of Buffalo, had some years ago, attended a similar meeting in the 
oentral part of the State of New York, and be stated the surprise of an old visitor 
from India at the beautiful eight of so many children. He had visited the Philadel-

young lady to express hie feelings now. He said he had helped to tame the wild 
young “Buffaloes" for the last twenty-five years. He was away ten years, and 

‘ Bering P*rt °f that time he was in the State Prison. Oa coming back from the 
war he found the young Buffaloes a pretty hard set Everybody knows him 
there. They call him sometimes Chaplain Cook, friend Cook, and, as his initials 
are P. G, they say it stands for a “Pretty Good Cook." He mentioned 
Uje result of establishing a Mission School in the “Five Points" of Buffalo 
Me advocated a cheap singing-book for gratuitous distribution. He strongly 
commented on the powers of music. He cautioned the scholars against the use 
of by-words, as^it is a near approach to swearing. He illustrated his speech with 
many anecdotesyid retired amid applause.

The fourth hytmr
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was then sung,
O.W.Bolton, of New York, said he wanted to bring them back to where Dr. 

Burns left off, vie:—“The consideration of sin, especially of little sins that lead 
to larger and more wicked ones.*' He related several anecdotes to show that 
their sins would find them out As the boy sliding down the hill on his sled it 
i8 almost impossible to stop in s sinful course.

The last hymn, " Shall we gather at the River I” was then sung, the benediction 
pronounced, and the audience dispersed about 4 o’clock.
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THE ELM STREET MEETING.

Tbe gathering of scholars, teachers and delegates in Elm Street Church also 
took place at two o’clock in the afternoon, and was very large. Rev. E. H. 
Dewart occupied the chair. After singing by the children, who were led by 
Mr. J. B. Boestend, and prayer by Rev. J. King, a portion of the 10th chapter of 
St. Mark, beginning with the 13th verse, was read by the chairman. The children 
then sang the “ Voice of Praise."

Rev. 0. Winter Bolton, of New York, then proceeded to address the meeting
He said, did I hear in that hymn of praie * ' .................. - - -
us si ways f That God sends me with a 
find you oW." But how do I kuow whi

| that there is a God who sees 
> you—“ Bt sure your sin will 

, There is in each of us a con­
science which says when we sin—Stop I I must not do ill By listening to 
we shall escape evil and misery. Jerry was a boy whose father had a garden 
with plenty of fruit in it He asked Jerry to help him collect and carry away 
the weeds from this garden. Jerry saw a tree on which were some beautiful 
peaches, and thought he would like one of them. Just as he was reaching up to 
gather one, something said, “Jerry I " He ran away frightened. He came back 
again, counted the peaches, saw one at tbe back which he thought would not be 
missed, reached up to take it, but again something said “ Jerry In and away he 
ran much frightened. He afterwards, on returning, found a sparrow in a tree 
eloee by, and it was Its ehirpiog which Jerry had heard, and oonecienee which 
made the chirp sound like Jerry I “Be sure your sin will find you oat,’’ 
boys. There was a man who did not listen to conscience when it spoke to 
him. A showman, with a dancing bear, wanted to pat up at an hm near 
where this man lived. The host agreed to take the man, bat not the bear. 
However, it was finally arranged to place the bear in the pig-pen, the pig having 
been-removed for the night to the cow-shed. During the night there was a ery 
of “Murder I murder I” The Inmates of the house arose much alarmed, but on 
going to the pig pen, whence the noise proceeded, they found tbe bear hugging a 
mao. The man was rescued by tbe keeper of the bear, and afterwards confessed

if l’ this
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he that be had cçme on purpose to steal the pig, which he knew to bodice and 
fat and j net ready to kill. “Be sure jour ein will find you o6t" Some boys 
and girls take peaches and apples not their own, or sugar out of the sugar 
bowl, and sajr they never intend to steal ; they will stop when they like; thty will 
never be thieves. Ah I but can they stop when they like I "Three boys were 
sliding down hill on their sleds, Tom, Dick and Harry. It was pleasant work 
going down but hard climbing up again. Tom said he could «top half way down 
if he chose. The other boys said he ■ could not. Tom said he would stop when 
they cried " itop.” He started and when half way down Dick and Harry shouted
* top l Tom stuck his heel in the-snow, and over he went sled and all, head ov*r 
heels to the bottom. If we go on in a course of sin, boys, we cannot stop when 
we like. A boy called Amos gave hie father a great deal of trouble and hie father 
wept over him. Was it possible that Amos could be eo wicked i He took him 
into the garden one day and said : Amos, there is a keg of nails, a hammer and a 
plank, now each time you are naughty, go by yourself and drive a nail into the 
plank. A few weeks after, he took bis father ana showed him the empty keg, and 
the plank full of nails and his father was still more grieved than before. He 
then’said, Amos, now begin and for every time you do a right thing take a nail 
ont and put itinto the keg. A long time after, Amos took his father and showed 
him the plank wAh no nails, but the keg full, and expressed his pleasure at having 
got rid of them. But his father pointed to the plank and showed him the holes 
which were in it and which he eould never remove. The boy was much obliged 
for the lesson. OI the marks of sin how sad they are 1 How can we get them 
out f It is easy to take the nails out, but the marks, the markr.

A mother gave her little boy a sheet of white paper and a pencil to write with 
Presently he made a mistake—he then tried to rub it out with his wet finger but 
this only smeared it and made it worse—and he said O I mother I cannot rub out 
the mistake I So with our sins, we cannot rub them out I Cannot get rid of them 
ourselves. But the blood of Christ can take awap>our sins, and God’s holy spirit 
will be given to ua if we ask for it, and will help us when we are tempted. The 
reverend gentleman sat down amid applause.

After singing by the children— ,

Rev. J. Wood, of Brantford, came forward and said that he had read a book 
about giants, each giant meaning one of our very common ai ns. Jesus spoke of two 
great commandments, “Thou shall love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength,” and, “ Thou 
love thy neighbor as thyself." Little children are in danger of the sin of idolatry 
—of worshipping something besides God. Nebuchadnesiar commanded all the 
people to bow down to the golden image which he had set up. Did the three 
Hebrews—Shad rack, Mesbach and Abednego do sot (No, no). Were they afraid

efusing ? (No). Was Daniil afraid to pray to Ood because he was ordered 
do.^l (No). Not even Ihe lions touched him. We may never be asked 
iwhip a gravyp Image or idol, but we may be tempted to love something 

more tbh^ Jesus. , Another sin is that of disobeying and diahonoiiog parents 
How mapy ef you children here present have said and done things which have 
made yonr parents sad I

A mother told her little girl that when she disobeyed her and was naughty, '
* , a, fkorn ; but when she was good she was like a rose. There is 
nolhtng no lovely as a rose, and I hope all boye and girls present will grow up to 
be a comfort and support to their parents. Intemperance was another giant.
Could it be possible that any child present should ever be a drunkard ! I ran 
hardly believe it possible—and yet I saw not long ago on a railway train 
a yovng man of about 19 or 10 years of age, bound with chains, going to Kingston
to be Placed in the penitentiary. He did uot know whether e bed been a Sunday • 
.School scholar or not. 0, intemperance was debasing. man who had n wih
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1 and fire or six children was wicked and a drunkard. His wife had to work very 

hard to «apport her children and her drunken hueband, and even of the money, 
ahe earned for their eupport be would often manage by some means to obtain a 
large portion which he «pent in whiskey. Hie little boy earned a half penny and 
hid it lest hie father ahould get it. Hie father however heard of thie and pot hia 
elder eon to search for it and epend it for whiskey. If we take intoxicating 
drinke we cannot tell what the consequences may be and if the habit is formed 
we may find there may be no stopping.

The children sang another hymn.

J

>
Mr. Ralph Wills, of New York, next came forward and aaid that in Scotland

one morning. He went into 
thought he heard 

Lord! gire

many jeara ago, a young minister wu walking early

speaking. He listened. Some one Mid, “6 Lord 1 0 
word to speak to the children.” Hit (the speaker's) children in New York had 
doubtleM prayed that God would give him a word to apeak for the children pre- 

They knew he would apeak for Jesus if he «poke at all, because he «poke

some one
the man a

sent 
for no one else.

Two men were walking along together, one apiea some peachee on a tree, eaye 
. nothing about them to the other man, but Mke him to ait down and rest awhile 

M he thinks he must be tired. He then goes and takM the peachee for himeelf, 
hidee them, and returns to hie companion. Hie companion eeea the poach tree 
and returns with a spade, digs up the tree and transplanta it,into hie own garden 
and so gets a supply of pMchee every year. The nret man la like a boy or girl 
who heare a etory merely because It is a story, but the man who got the peach 
tree ie like the hoy or girl who gete the etory #*d the truth which it is intended to 

X teach. The boy who gete the truth gete the beet. The Bible I ie it all right! 
(Yeal) Ie it truth I (Teal) He would apeak of four truths—the children to 
imagine one written in front of the pnlpit and the others written one in front of 
each of the three galleries—Salvation 1 What it itf How to got it f Why gtt 
Ht Now, first, whot it itt Salvation vu a eweeter thing to talk about than 
aim Years ago he wm travelling in a «team vessel. All the pMsengera had gone 
to rest ip their berths, when suddenly there wm a shoes. The vessel had 
struck. All rushed upon deck. The Milora were pulling ropes and shouting from 
the btfw; away off in the darkneM sounds a voice—Help I help 11 The steamer 
bad run down a brig, cutting her In two, and all on board periahed except thie 
poor man, who was floating on a ben coop. The Milors got a boat and reecued 
him, and then there wm another shout—Saved I Mved 11 But what wm Mved I 

a man's body.—A mill pond wm froaen over and eome bop were passing 
near it. One boy uw the ice and ventured on it, although contrary to his 

erie orders. The ice broke, and he fell in. There wae a cry—Help f help ! 1 
The teacher with hie heart foil of love, erept along and pulled the boy out Mfely, 
but wie loet himeelf under the lee. lie teeeher eaves the boy but perishes him • 
self. What wm Mved f The boy’s body. But the soul ie of infinitely more 
vaine than the body, and will live for ever, and Salvation la the Mving of the

S
$

tout.
Î. How to gtl it.—Some buys were playing. A gentleman Mked them to go to 

Sunday School. They answered, No ! He told them of One of matchleee love, 
who died for them. Would they come and learn of Him I No One little lame 
boy Mid, What, did he die for mi t Any body be kind, to nut Yes, I'll ooipe 
to your eobool. He'got a Testament with hie name written in it. Months after, 
the gentleman going along the street, wm aeeoeted by a little boy. •* Black pout 

’ boot», black your buota I " When they were done the boy looked up with a Smile 
saying. “ Don't you remember me, air! I love Jeaus now, who, you told me died 
to save me.” The gentleman Mked him how he showed that he loved Jesus
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Ob, u I hare left off .wearing and try to do right, work hard at ihining 
boots nd take home the money to mother. Jems ean make the heart
C ?un\JX>0.u1,ntYUp ,the, 8*Hery, Mr. Welle said, I wonder if that little boy 
with those black eyee, looking ao eagerly thi. way, thinks anything about the 
salvation of his soul. The voungeet child here can be a Christian. A father 
asked a gentleman to pray for hie little boy who was not a Christian. He did. 
and hi. father prayed too. Months after he asked the gentleman to go up stairs 
to the garret where the little boy slept. They found there a little wooden stool 
and on it a testament, and on the wall a paper, on which was written, “0, dear 
Jefua, 0, I wish I could be good, but its dnadful hard." But at the bottom was 
written, “ but I mean to keep on trying.”

3rd. Why get it I It makes the soul balpy. Rain is a good thing, but 
shine is more pleasant , ° sun-

A little girl at Saratog 
and cheerful. All loved

a was called * 
her. Suoehir

inehine,” because she wàs always happy 
.. , , ... from the sky was beautiful, sunshine in
the face was better, but sunshine in the heart was best of all. She saw one dav 
a little boy crying. What was the matter. 0, said he, I am lame and weak and 
cannot do anyihing to help mother. Bhe is ill, can’t get any medicine to makeîrsiua jra æixiïri? s\stf m jfts
apples and s« 11 them. She went to a kind farmer who knew her, and asked for a 
penny-worth of apples, that she might sell them and give the money to Willy's 
mother. The farmer who loved “ Sunshine,” gave her an apron full and the penny 
back again, and took her m hie waggon, picked up Willy and drove them to a 
place where there were many rich ladies and gentleman. The story was told • 
the apples sold for five cents a piece, and the money taken to Sunshine’e 
mother. An iceberg floated down to the southern latitudes, and by u,..u. 
of the warm waves and the rays of sunshine was melted, and the ice and the 
rocks of which it was composed fell to pieces. The sun of righteouanesa beam, 
on this cold heart and mehs and softens it. Who will cet this salvation I Who ,m !... Ill Don’t un tat jL.,„d ..k 
His Holy Spirit Jesus stands with hisuarms 
will come to Him. Y

ra* bofd srairr mektino.

WaSSlet,M" 1,00 "1,06 ebib1"” 

o~,l,d ihe eb,ir’,Dd

The meeting was opened by the children singing '• Hosanna." Praver was 
offered up by Rev. James Cooper, of London, and l)r. Caldioott read the S4th 
Pealm, after which the children aang ** Universal Praise."

stretched out to receive all who

Rav. Ma. Baeiabs then gave a abort addreee in which he referred to 
pleasing reminiscences of hia experience in Sabbath Schools 
•ang M Around the Throne"

some 
The children again

had 1600 clutdrcn under hie charge at home He endeavored to impress upon them
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the importance of learning to lore Christ and remembering their Creator -In the 
days of their youlh, and closed by making some suitable remarks to the teachers, 
shewing the great encouragement they have in striving to labor faithfully in their 
Master’s cause.

The children sang “ Shall we gather,” when the Rir. Da. Caldicott addressed 
them in a very happy manner, gaining their attention by asking them questions 
about the meeting. *

The Doxology was then sung, followed by “ God Save the Queen,” and the 
benediction pronounced by Rev. Mr. Frankland.

The singing was very good, and the children behaved remarkably well, con­
sidering the large number ass^nbled together.
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AFTERNOON SESSION. I

) tion
l

On the close of the children's Jeetings at 4 o’clock, the convention reassembled 
in Knox Church, for the despatch M the business that remained unfinished. The 
discussion on the Missionary Committee's report was resumed.

us I

T
subiRav. J. Lsaxotd was in favor of adopting the report.

Mb. Patou, of Kingston, said the committee felt the importance of the miwion- 
arv work but as the Convention did not seem to favor the carrying on of the 
work by the Association es a Convention, the committee thought it best to refer 
the whole matter to a small committee with power to add to thei

Rav. J. MoKilucak said that the Canada Sunday School Union desired the 
Bo-oneration of all evangelical denominations in their mission work. He had 
been* seven years engaged as a Missionary, and he had always in establishing a 
“bool allowed the^Uple to decide whether they would have a union or a de­
nominational school/ and if the Utter, of what denomination it should be.

Rav. Mb. Hutarroi» thought it was not proper to appoint a committee to do 
what they ought not to do themselves.

•Ma Scott of Montreal, chairman of the Missionary Committee, remarked that 
though he «Ù a stranger here, he believed they had put on the committee to whom 
they referred the mission work, persons representing every evangelical dénomma.
tion in Toronto.

Rav. Mb. Millabd, General Secretary, remarked that in his annual report be 
had mentioned that they had no agency such as they had In the Canada Sunday 
School Union, for organizing Sunday Schools. It was important that they should 
have such an agency. The matter bad .been left in the hands of the Executive 
Committee. At the seeend meeting of the committee, it was decided that when 
thev had the means to warrant them in commencing the work they should employ 
a missionary. At that time they had about $200 in the treasury. Thev thought 
they might commence the work, and that no time might be lost, they badaaked 
the Canada Sunday-School Union to allow them the services of Rev. Mr. McK.l- 
lioan This was granted, and through hie labeurs they had found out more _ 
thoroughly the need of Sabbath-Schools in distant parts, and how gUdly thev had 
been accepted. Mr. McKilliean had organised and furnished a number of schools.

- A good work had been done, and he thought tt should not be discontinued.

Rev. A. Bute bel a*d recognised ths impoi tance of the miseiooiry Work. At 
the same time he thought the resolution Ofnld not be aoeepted. It whs ■imply 
calling into existences Committee ever which they had no eontrol. ^d yet they 
would be held morally responsible for what the Committee might do.

Mb. Miles thought the matter might be safely left to the hand# of the Com­
mittee that had been named. .-
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. srÆJEœustM hjj&CiîKsas-*,
Rev. GiOMi Goodman opposed the appointing of a missionary at nresent 

takêTt Sp 6t lhe metler etand " U w«> for mother ye.r; thîn îhèy Light

j Jofn M°MoaEicn .aid, that Mr. McKillicn'ftlme would soon be ud and 
then, if the Committee eaw fit, the whole matter could be dropped. He'thoueht 

• it woutd not be wiie to hare the work carried ou under the auspice, of the !£!
IffSttSfif toWO^dT* F0p,rl7 16,1 to * a*bb*,h &1""1 Uni».
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,ln?r;BDW^De' ?f Plet?rbor1ou8h. thought it was not the object of the Acocia- 
u. hm one4 °Ut mleeioDeriee> If we Wlehed » Sabbath-School Union^lel)led
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the DEPORT OF THE OOMMITft* ON a*.0LVt10N..

The Committee en Resolutions then reported the followingifer

ijsio/cd-That we devoutly thank the Girer of all good, for the harmony of \ 
feeling and rich spiritual influence that have pervaded the sessions of this $oo- 

W$ °°"fldeDt,J hope end pray that thee annual gathering, of 
earnest worker, for the Miration of the young, may, from year to y ear become
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That the cordial thanks of this Convention be tend ered-1 . T «J""™** 
Railway and Steamboat Companies, for their liberal reduction of the trSTeHfing 
fares of members attending this Convention. 2. To the Pre,s it'hl8 ,.for 
their daily reports of the proceedings of this Convention. 8. To the Christian 
publie of Toronto, for the generous hospitality extended to the mcm^? “Vth® 
Convention, during their stay in this city. And, 4. To the Troeteesand Managers 
of Knox Church, and Richmond and Elm Streets Wesleyan Methodist Churches 
and the Bond Street Baptist Church, for the use of their respective edifices for 
the meetings of the Convention. v

That we also present our most cordial thank, to the delegates from the United ^ 
States, for their presence at this Convention, and especially to Mr Ralph Wells . C 
and Mr. Seager, for their efficient and valuable services in promoting the object
of the Convention.

That the thanks of the Convention be given to the Rev. F. H. Marling, for his 
able and impartial conduct in the chair.

The Report was cordially adopted, after which the Convention adjourned.

B

}

FAREWELL MEETING.r
An immense audience assemb’ed at the closing meeting of^the Con vention- 

every available inch of space in the large church being occupied. After the 
customary devotional exerciaes—

The PaxsmxKT remarked, that although "out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaketb,” yet out of the superabundance of the heart the mouth can 
scarcely find utterance. Any remarks he had to make would come in. more p - 
nerly at the close of the meeting. He would, therefore, simply exprys hi,

rn tirai*:*
The Gxribal Sicbetaby then read the following communication from Rev. 

Stephen H. Tyng, D.D., of New York
Ibvinqton, New York,

October 2nd, 1867.

a

Riv. William Millabd,—
My dear Chritiian Friend and Brother,—l have received your 

letter with much gratification. t

dear to me, or more exalted as a

circular and

The Lord

The cause you have in hand was never more ---- M .n

' '

for the ministry with me. There are many besides who have entered the -acred 
ministry under other auspices.

I am still always at work in my Sunday Schools, and in my age delight to return 
and be a little child again.

a,

.*

Ï
fe*.

I
i
1

1
l
t
a

»

ri
a
c<
tl
y«
m
cc
w
tb
at
re
cli
be
ca
Ux
at
coi
m<
wl
un
the
om
wa
the
the
are
abi
eee
be
Bet
inal
b7
C

inte
forg
unU
ehal

>

■.X
i

a*
*



w *

43

8HR
Th® Gracious Ix>rd, even Jesus be with you in all your work, and prosper and 

blesa you in his heavenly ways, with the unsearchable riehee of hie grace.
I am faithfully your friend and brother in that dear Lord,

STEPHEN H. TYNG.
^A^oommunieatiOTt0 the same effect from James H. Kellogg, Esq., of Trey,

Rev. Mr. McLennan, of Whitby, then briefly addressed the assembly H»

young. The Sabbath School is of Dmue appointment. Under the Old Testa-
w,<re, d 1 pe°p,e re(luired to worship Jehovah, and 

*** 5" merciee’ bul. Jbey were »l«o required to teach their children 
whst those services meant. Although the Sabbath School is of recent origin vet
SPSS'S °f cb‘,dre.n feligiously-the great end of Sabbath-Schoob-Jas 
attended to by the Church in all agee. The Sabbath-School should always be 
regarded as an adjuni-t to, not a substitute for, the instruction and training of the
between thlm S*"1 J*' S® U*,*d the Worde instruot »“d train, for the difference
raM but hth?t kn" ?JeCdm,g,jr ^re?> Kno,wl?d#e must D0t onl7 1)6 communi- 
ZFtTJS* knl !ed?e ,hown 10 its practioal bearing. The faithful Israelite 
took his child up to the house of God to see the solemnities of the sanctuarv and 
at the Proper time he became a participant in them. Th?imp«^m,estK 

aCld°n Wlth 8?bb,a1th,Schools is, « Who should teach I" lHeMdthat Christian.

Sjasysaii. 
•>» wsSs^
S*™ .y *»« «J that savest a Z llfd n^ateaL do*
thou steal r Or if he should say to him, “ Why are you not a Chrlstim • 
arayou not an open profesaor of that faith that you lead? me I" That tlacher liî 
2£T'7^rr'r£ give- A *"»* instructor iTeloîuVïïd

SFg;ssssasuH tt-sr.ïèS
^HE5$Sï-J5=rteâS;BSrzzisszr** -WiS^ïSît
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“ Blow ye the trumpet, blow t” 

which wm adopted.
j

this Convention. Carried. , , . to form County and Township
B«, .7p^U»l Vi0“ °°B* U|> b“l"

Siccc&.o-r -
*%Z£tZm... «xt jm «

àS%ff«S5t^Sr£saüSR5»Ê 
; SsSiSsSrSSStrsS

'■BS®Sfes:-S8aSS*firs 
- SEEÎSêH-SSÎSrïSi

i mWBiSFiTirtuee which conatituu » Other minor ooneide^00^ •«£ mofe

F * r!&«
__ . Rebbath-School teacher, ana ne looae but regard it ae one o^^^jasaaa^ts^ « * **Mit-
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iSBBHH
Convention next year a large amount of sUtlitioa on this subject He oonoloded 
by again expressing hie pleasure at being permitted to take part In the crossed*

tl* fu.u,« b. bland irllh

A collection was then taken up.
* A Dslxoatx inquired—How much do you want f 

The Pxesidkkt—FiveJumdred dollars.

ference.

/ u

i Dr. Oaldicott—One thousand dollars would answer better.
Ji8,,7ppüI.e’)!U “ m,ke “P «« *>uDdr.d dollar. ,f lb.

The proposition was heartily responded to. Subscriptions from Individuals 
thiî wu^ringdom?"** BDd ,n a few mioute,> I018 was announced. While

'. offered to be ono of ten to raise $1,000 to 
The proposition wm well received, and In asupply books to desti 

few minutes $400 was
i WlLK,Nu N-wae now introduced, and delivered a

farewell address on behalf of himself and hie fellow delegated from he United 
States. He said be was authorised by his co-delegate. to ?xnrs.s 
tior. their profound sense of gratitude for the cordfality with which they bad been
rïï/“if(,r thj 4^rty’ chrietiaD expression of regard thatched been 
accorded to them and their country. I will bear to the New York Sabbath.
School Association, said Mr. W„ an assurance of your earnest obrletlnn eo oners"

we are exerting our etreugth upon the lever, and when you united Ï.Î n<2Z 
with oura we will lift the worlds little hiirher fAnnl.,, °U\ t * ,00/ et,,DSth

is-tÆSftS assSttS; ^5 &.»’• ,h,,‘ ^
ateflagr
Manning, on Wellington Street and we have been n«miii i * 01 Br* A»**ander
00 lb. bed on .blot lb. tone, of .I... ^uiSSl,*0, "KV
toll you lb. porfumo of Royolty bio ool In So l.iTdSliSil „ if *' off011

motbor J ,h: L.l .omo ,lZd ch2°) S™ "m^S

s&wkjlt —** -
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« God save our gracious Queen, 
Long live our noble Queen, 

God save the Queen !
Send her victorious,
Happy and glorious,—
Long to reign over us,

God save the Queen!"
This outbreak

I allow mjeelf, Mr.miëÊMîÉæjzvæ
4ia«.lt/ü», «nlj do ow part, Odd .III

our tea<*1“8 . ‘ yfc Now, Sir, I Uke leave of you (shaking hands

2S & T. Trump of the archangel shall sound I would just as soon rise

.«■yjwftiL&a sjpsssa^sjti
HÎ.. sir, I coco, ehekehaod. with ,..r 

Oooreotioo lodieidoall/ let me do It in m, heart. (Loud applaoee.)
n.JS^”^^«Tr!!,w!!y hye'^^ler

' r^Mtiet1^.hold

g“«“ ^J”t^!TpSa“7SrfSSdS^iTeSSS?.*.
..St^reed^^r..

■ SattSivsstAffJxraj»»rr;ï,'™ s aaaasssfflsnasjs

with
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, to consecrate themselves anew to this glorious work of their divine Master. We 
have been convinced during the sessions of this Convention that if we had a hail 
in Toronto capable of holding 6000 people we could have filled it with those 
desiring to attend this Convention. (Cheers). I venture to predict that before 
this Convention meets again here we will have such a hall in this city ; and that 
when you sing that beautiful hymn, so sweetly sung during the sittings of this 
Convention, “Shall we gather at the river,” the music shall come from the lipa of 
6000 people. (Cheers). Allow me to say through you that the remembrances of 
our esteemed American friends will be very pleasant. Never shall we forget 
them. I am sure that I only repeat the sentiments of every earnest Sabbath- 
School Teacher when I saj to those dear brethern that their labour will not be in 
▼aln in the Lord. We wish them Odd speed. We wish them good-bye- and we 
(A.alIla°D8) retai° P,eaeant “d lasting remembrances of their visit to us.

i-
ic *

ak

id)
ist
>h. * Rer. Da. Rtirbok—I have omitted one thing I intended to have said. When 

I alluded to my friend, Mr. Wells, I had connected with his name in my own mind 
the nanpe of mv friend on my left—Prof. Seager. (Applause.) I think we are 
indebted as much to Mr. Seager, as to any one individual—perhaps more—for much 
of the spirituality and interest and pleasure we have experienced during the 
sessions of this Convention. (Applause).

By request, Prof. Seager then sang “ Battling for the Lord.”

Rev. R. F. Bnaws, D.D., of Chicago, was the next speaker. He said:—If we 
go down to the sea shore when the tide is low we notice a great many little 
muddy pools. In a little time the tide comes up, and then those little pools are 
lost So when the tide of Christian sentiment and sympathy is low the Church 
has been like those little pools. I think throughout this delightful meeting the 
tide has been rising, rising, rising I And now all the little pools are lost. (Cheers). 
At the opening of the Church with which I am connected we had a festival, and 
at the end of the room we had hung up that time honored flag that has “ braved 
a thousand years the battle and the breeze.” And crossing it that other flag that 
may now be truly said to wave over the land of the free as well as the home of 
the brave. I felt when I looked at these two flags, Let them ever be crossed thus, 
and let that tongue cleave to the roof of the mouth and the right hand lose its 
cunning that would ever utter a syllable or pen a sentence that would involve in 
war these two great Protestant powers. (Loud cheers). And whilst speaking of 
the former flag, allow me to say that it was the flag that the citizens of Toronto 
gave to those nobld koung men who when those miserable wretches, the Fenians,
wmn B,cr?a.lhe “ . about 17etr *6°.—<1 rejoice to know that our dear brother 
Wells is doing what he can for thei> benefit,) (laughter)—at the peril of their 
situations and their lives, came over here to—

" Strike till the last armed foe expiree,
Strike for their eltars and their fires,
Strike for the green graves of their Sires »
God, and their native land." (Cheers).
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dominion shall, from sea to sea extend.” Though political 
treaties be repealed, it is a blessed thought that there is a I 
treaty that can never be repealed. We need
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and commercial
yei‘^.lnâlL0an,ne,e.r be rePesled- We ne«d more Christian heroism. ^To every 

Sabbath School teacher present I would say “ Be up and doing." ,
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“In the world's broad field of battle, 
In the bivouac of life,

Be not like dumb driven cattle,
Be a hero in the etrifel"
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During the battle of Waterloo, at a critical period, when the soldiers were 
beginning to waver, the Iron Duke came in sight. One of the officers cried out, to 
encourage his men, » Yonder’s the Duke, he is worth five thousand of us, any 
day 1” It is a blessed thought that we have a glorious Captain of Salvation, who 
has been appointed Leader and Commander to us in this great work; and He is 
“ the chiefest among ten thousand, and the altogether lovely. ’ I was thinking of 
an old chieftain, who fell at the battle of Preston Pans, fighting for the cause of 
Prince Charlie. His followers, seeing their chief fall, began to waver, when he, 
raising up his head, exclaimed, “ I am not dead, my children ; I am only looking 
to see that you will do your duty 1" Oh 1 there is One who has died for us but 
who is saying to us, - Fear not, I am He that liveth and was dead ; and, behold,
I am alive for evermore !” Is not He looking down to night, to see if we do our 
duty t May we go from this Con vent ionT with a fresh baptism, a renewed conse- _ 
oration, and a determination to go forth to do battle for the Lord. Will we not 
all heartily respond in our lives, as well as in our words, to the sentiments of that 
noble song, “ We’ll work till Jesus comes ; we’ll work till Jesus oomes !' (Applause.)
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After the singing of the 20th Psalm,—
The President, Rev. F. H. Marling, remarked, that in bringing this Convention 

to a close, he would remind them that they had all come together in order to learn 
how to woik for Jesus ; how to live for Jesus ; how to pray to Jesus ; how to(win 
souls to Jesus. And the Lord will not hold us guiltless if we go away from ibis 
place merely telling every one what a good time we have had, wliiU hospitality 
we have enjoyed, what addressee were given, what splendid meeitugs we had, 
what excitement, what scenes, what sensations, what eloquence, what marvell ,B 
exhibitions of teaching, what curious and amusing and. thrilling incidents y 
related. If we stop there, brethren, sin, a great sin, will lie at our door, 
then, is willing to consecrate his services, this day, unto the Lord? W 

k . been dwelling upon the heights of Zion, during these days. It has been the very 
Mount of Transfiguration unto us ; and I do think we have seen mui0 of tho 
Saviour in his glory, than we have been wont to sec. And have we rfot felt, as 
we got dearer to the Saviour, that we have also got nearer to one another. Shall 
we not go to our homes with a larger and deeper sense of our brotherhood. I do 
think that God confers upon a man one of hie greatest blessings, when he thus 
enlarges his mind and ennobles his heait ; and, instead of suffusing him to think that 
all Christianity and liberality are in his own Church, brings hipLout of that narrow 
enclosure, into the wide field of the world, wherever Christ e redeemed are, and leads 
him to feel that One is our Master, even Christ, and all we are brethren ; that there 
are diversities of opetation, but the same spirit, differences of administrations, 
but the same Lord. We have enjoyed that feeling here very much, and I hope 
that we shall cherish it when we leave, and return to work for our Master day 
by day. And especially, brethren, carry home with you that language of the
Saviour with which we commenced our service to-night— Lovest thou me T -------\
Feed my lambe.” Every little child is a lamb in the fold of the Good Shepherd. \
Brethren, it is a different thing to work for the Master frotn day to day from what 
it Is to come here and enjoy those services. A very different thing. There is 
many a one that can be thrilled with enthusiasm in such a gathering as this, that 
cannot sit down during an hour on Sabbath and bear with the waywardness and 
the ignorance, and the inattention of a class ; that cannot go with the wandering 
one day by day, and work, and pray, and love on, till that soul is brought to 
Christ. But the Lord haa brought us here, and given us this meeting, that we 
might be strengthened for work—for work at home, for work as long as we live.
Idaro say some of yon felt a certain degree of disappointment in some matters 
in connection with this Oonvemion. We have not been able to cover the whole 
ground lafd out In the circular. But I do feel that a great impulse has been
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given to the Sabbath-School cause in Toronto, and in Canada, by our coming 
together; and that we shall go home wiser and better for having come together 
here. On beh f of our citiaens, I do heartily thank you for accepting our invi- 
tation to meet ere. We have richly enjoyed your society, in our homes, in the 
prayer-meeting, and in the various other services on this occasion. You have 
conferred a great benefit upon this city, and our schools will feel the impulse that 
you have imparted to them. It willS> seed that will leave fruit, some thirty 

^aome sixty, and some an hundred fold) (Applause). 3
Bishop RicHsaDBoir remarked that forty-three years ego, the only Sabbath- 

School in Toronto was held m a little brick church, on the site of which Knox
„ mark th« rapid pro-

' Voffered ^ewTe ^'k readda^*“S« of Scripture, after which Mr. Ralph Welle
the benediction, and the delegates anf friends separated, saying one^to another, 

It has been good for us to be here.”

GENERAL REMARKS,
PRINCIPALLY FROM REPORTS OP COUNTY AN*0 CITY SECRETARIES.

County op Brant.—The Rev. W. Cochrane writes that, “aftef repeated calls 
upon oupennteudentp, I have in some cases had no answer." '

Compton. Mr. Hurd expresses his disappointment in receiving so few returns 
from the schools to which blanks were.sent. He siys, » I think your Society may
the Eastern T?w2> per8°D l° or*anize SuDdfty School Conventions in

Drummond and Arthabaska.—Mr. Jas. Miller says, “ I can only give you an 
approximate report. Upon the whole, the want of interest taken generally in 
Sunday Schools is much to be regretted.’

Elgin—Mr. E A. Dunham writes, “I am very sorry that it (the report) does 
not give a fuller statement of the schools in this County. I have been much dis- 
appointed in some of the parties on whom I depended for statistics.”

a wide and interesting field for Sabbath School work. In the rear the County is 
e.etllemenf fMttered, the people far from Church and Sabbath 

futtaL S p€r,ODal.7lsi.tatlon U »* impossible to obtain any Sunday School 
the*e vaet d*®tncts. There is a fair field for the labors of a Sunday 

SnHrLM.! y' .^P0^ from e’«ry Township shewing that hundreds It 
Mtolrof thl £a**2! the e8Fentinl requirements of spiritual instruction.
ÏZtiLtnrinn?nl«Yv.8oh0tî?.îreo0n1actcd on tbe mo,t primitive (and often de- 

aP^iq7 bo?ke> 8und»y School papers, suitable hymns, Ac. beingPhiladlPnhi^o^ 8“n,dS7 ti?h<>o1 PaPer •imilar to the Sunday School Times of 
n«w «tiX8 E UlformatioD’ àc > w°uld be of incalculable benefit Several “.h ? e h*1"6 opened, with most encouraging prospects. Two schools
tion?nc!dcuU?’ged “ M‘“ion work# “d euPP°rt “ orpLn m a Mission Institu-

our

th? tîTiM^auIstionr-n|B>Mulla° iay,'".wilh sorrow we write In answer to-
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“ Neither Oxford nor Wolford hare tent returns." A Sunday School Convention 
for this County and Leeds was held in Brockville last summer.

Huron.—Rev. A' McLean (Blyth) writes, “all the school» which reported, affirm 
that they are progressing favourably.”

Hastings.—The Secretary, Hon. Billa Flint, “ regrets that it is out of his power 
to give full statistics. 1st. The removal of some of the Township Secretaries. 
Sod. Three of the most active were engaged in the elections as Candidates. Brd. 
Illness prevented him from moving in the matter. 4th. Depending on receiving 
information from some, which has not arrived. In all I should be safe in putting 
down the number of schools at from 70 to 80."

14 schools reporting, (says the 
the number of Sabbath Schools iITthatwhihs as” to extended o^anisation. or routine effort, the cauae maintains 

its ground in our districts, only with a large outpouring of the Spirit of Grace 
and supplication upon our Pasters, Sunday School Teachers, and families gene­
rally, may we expect to have anything encouraging to report 

Haldimand.—Tho Rev. J. Rennie reported that” about 20 schools are not 
reported. Our Convention here was very successful, larger than last year.

Kingston.—Of this city it is said that the report presented “ gives a satisfactory 
view of the position of it aa regards its Sunday Schools. One of the schools re­
ported, superintended by the City Missionary, consists entirely of neglected 
children. One school has collected for Missionary purposes, $288,44, another 
supports an orphan in India. One Sunday School reports want of Bibles and 
books. The elder girls of one school were assembled last winter to sew for the 
benefit of the school, these meetings were crowded, interesting and profitable.

Kint.—The Rev. G, Goodeon says, “ the returns are to be considered rather as 
an approximation to the facts pertaining to the schools, than as furnishing tho 
exact figures. I am satisfied the figures are below rather than above.

Lxxds.—A County Convention held in Brockville for this County and Grenville. 
Lambton.—Joshua Adams, Esq. writes, “ In 18014 reported 64 schools. I am 

satisfied there were at least a dosen new schools established within this County 
during the past year, and that there are at least 66 Sunday Schools in our County. 
Want of suitable libraries in Country Schools, apathy and indifference in many 
professing Christians, irregularity of attendance in Teachers, and a want of a 
thorough oversight and system of teaching and visitation of absentee scholars 
are among the evils complained of in the reports sent me.”

Lincoln.—The Secretary, D. W. Beadle, Esq., complains of the difficulty of 
obtaining statistics. This County has a Sabbath School Association. A Sunday 
School Convention was held in the town of St. Catherines during the past year.

London.—The Rev. Jas. Cooper says, “the Sabbath School Interest is very fair 
in London. Another Sunday School Convention wee held this summer, and we 
have determined to have another in February.

[)- are a very 
My impressionHalton.—“ The

'

Montreal.—“One or two schools situated among the poorer elaseea (writes 
Mr. L. Cushing, Jr„) have sewing classes, savings’ banks, children's monthly con­
certs, Temperance Societies, Ac. One school has visitors present during the 

• opening and dosing exercises of the school, who, between these services, visit 
absentees and search for new scholars. During the early part of the summer an 
association of Sunday School Teachers was organised.”

Nobvolk*—Mr. Romaine Van Norman, the County Secretary, sayt, “we have 
not been able to get returns from two whole Townahlpe, and only from one school 
in another.” A Sunday School Convention had just been held, and an organisa 
tien set a going to hold quarterly meetings with public meetings in tho evenings.

South OuTAEio.r-Mr. E. N. Thomas, Secretary of this district, reports that 
the schools in Whitby Township “have generally adopted monthly Teacher's 
meetings.” A Sunday School Convention was held^lately in Columbus, and an 
association organised for Soath Ontario.
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P*M,—This County hue had a Sunday School organisation in successful oi&ra- 
tion since 1867, the Secretary, R. Smith, Esq., is most devoted to the cause, but 
being a candidate at the late election, and other things, have prevented a full 
repott being rendered, therefore part of the last year’s has been taken.

Peinci Edward.—Mr. W. J. Porte says, “ I think there is 
in Sunday Schools this year than In former years.”

PrraaBoaoDOH.—Lt Ool. Haultain says, “several schools have not reported. 
We held a Sunday School Convention in this place (the town of Peterborough), 
in June last, which was not well «tended, but I trust it will not be without some 
advantage to us. It is dètermined, God willing, to hold our County Convention 
annually.”

Poutiao.—The Rev. D. Wardrope reports that his County is thinly settled, that 
there are several schools where there are no ministers. Many schools have been 
organized this year, consequently the reports are imperfect and incomplete, 
has been some awakening recently regarding Sunday School work.

Renfrew.—The Rev, J. McEwen in hie report says of the remarks made by 
Superintendents on the state and prospects of the schools in their locality. The 
schools are on tha whole well supplied with libraries, aniformity of lessons in esch 
school obtains, quite an impetus has been given to Sabbath School singing, a 
reflex result of the Provincial Convention
u^?°E—7he ReT- J- Sanderson réports that “the labours of the Rev. J. 
McKillican have been very successful in this region ; he has organized a number 
of schools which appear prosperous and healthy. The question of a County Con­
vention is being considered. J

Toronto.—Mr. J. J. Woodhouse reports that a social gathering of Sunday 
School teachers, Ac., held in the Music Hall, in March last, led to the holding of 
Monthly Union Teachers’ Meetings, for prayer and mutual improvement, which 
were profitably sustained .Until the late Convention, antfhe believes tended to 
th*t union which so much tided in carrying out the late Provincial Convention. 
Also that the number of Mission Schools in the city is on the increase, and the 
poor and uncared for are being brought under religious instruction. Various 
churches have established Dorcas Societies for clothing poor scholars.

Referring to the means of retaining the poorer and more unruly classes, Mr. 
W. says, “ I know of a very interesting case, where a young lady has a class 
of 10 or 16 very rough boys; st first‘it was necessary for her to visit these 
boys constantly during the week, end remind them of, and almost drag or drive 
them to the Sabbath class; but by constant kindness and manifested interest in 
their welfare their hearts have been won, and there exists now little need for 
such exertion. This class meets the teacher at her house once a week regularly. 
Many of them have left off drinking and the use of tobacco through her persuasion, 
they leave their savings with her to be taken care of. In cases where they have 
been tempted to commit any glaring ain or break the promises made to their 
thîÜn "t!, h 7 g *at tDOe *1? COD/e8e the‘r fenlt to her, and she does not fail to point 
forgive^d restoiT” °m * oonfe8"°" abould be made, and who alone is able to

Mr’ Hod&">° »t»tee that all the Sunday Schools of the
’ th. ,h“ *“ *"• ,b,r “mPri" —* •“

g^tT*0- io 8uod.y School mam. If .%,d .noil., year I think f ÏÏS

interest takenmore
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2744 1820 .6 
686 488 6
878 740 p’tly 

1600 1178
866

1788 1217 
1068 1468

1048

82 Yea 
68 n’r all. 
85 part’ly

171 97 are.

1860 1000 Yes.
166 2400 1800 2 40 Yes.
167 1688 1185 4 60 80

No.

26 Lambton........
27 Lanark, North
28 Lanark, South
29 Leeds..............
30 Lennox..........
81 Lincoln..........
8 London ..........
8 Megantio ....

Middlesex...34

460 8864 2700 14 ... h’lfare

282 8209 2266 10 196 7 are.
67 1064 789 6 ..a 1 but60

2030 2052 6 65 4 are.
1296 882 6 86 all b’t 1
4884 2881 Most ch'rches have, 

some are with 8.8
3698 2774

308
66

91
246
249

10
114

County or City.

6
55

1 Addington .
2 Argenteuil . 
8 Brant .. .. 
4 Beauharnois 
6 Brome
6 Bruce
7 Oarleton .
8 Compton
9 Drum'nd*

10 Dundaa .
11 Durham .
12 Elgin ...
18 Essex....
14 Frontenao
16|Glengary
16 Grenville.
17 Grey
18 Haldimand .
19 Halton........

t. 20 Hamilton..,
21 Hastings ..
21 Huntingdon
28 Huron........
24 Kent ......
26 Kingston ..

eeeeeeseeee#

•eeeeeeeeeee

eeeeeeeeseeee

>

69

90r

220104

172
280

86 Montreal

86 Norfolk..............
87 Northumberland • • e

*

482 417

827 266
102

183 154

422 :: 19

678
160

8767 2624

206
24

182
402

9
189

8
66

183
165

448
17

Yes.

TI
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STATISTICS OF SABBATH-SCHOOLS FOB
Collected from the Reports of County and City

8 are.

Yes.

Yes.
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1666 1188
680
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Rev. J. Soott ....
. .. R. Prldham..........
8 160 Rev. W. Cochrane

Napanee ,
Grenville
Brantford

Taken from lut year*S report.
Do do

Rev. A. G. Forbes. Riversdale Not reported.

14 8. A. Hurd . 
James Miller

Eaton... 
Ulverton• e*

Rev. G. Blair, M.A 
84 E. A.Dunham .... 

A. Bartlett............
14 J. Paton................

Bowmanville 
Port Burwell 
Windsor ....

Taken from lut year’s report.

Last year’s report.
These schools are in the 6 front 

townships only.

11

Kingston j81

Rev. J. B. Mullan Speneerville

Dunn ville 
Georgetown 
Hamilton
Belleville

26 Rev. J.- Rennie. 
16 Rev. R. Ewing . 
48 P. W. Day foot .

Hon. Billa Flint

205 to schools send no report.
Only a partial report.

Taken from lut year’s report : 
there are from 70 to 80 8.8. In 
the county—say 7s.

24
182

1402

Rev. A. McLean. 
Rev. G. Goodson

Blyth .. 
Chatham

18 8.8. not reported.
8 Isrge schools furnish1IV No acting Secretary .. Kingston

66 J. Adams............
Rev. R. Lewis .,.

2 Rev. W. M. Roger 
Rev. H. Gordon,..
t. W. Casey.........
D. W. Beadle____
Rev. James Cooper
PAtiampbell..........

J. A. R. Dickson.

. ,, .---- no re.
report ; said to have 63 teach.

86*8* 8 n<1 t°° *

Only a partial report.

9

189 Sarnia.............
Lanark Village 
Petth .......
Oananoque ...
Napanee .........
St. Catharines
London ...........
Inverness .... 
London ..........

8
66

8 schools Wire no report,
Taken froip lut year’s report. 
Several 8. garnish no report. 

. Bpisc.Ch. schools not rep'rted.
• Taken from last year's report.
. From report of last year.

( l* 8.8. not reported, containing
J 400 teachers and 2 mo scholars

j There are 18 or 18 more 8. 8. 
I with about 1,000 scholars.
• Only a partial report.

188
166

L. Cushing, j un Montreal

448 48 Romaine Van Norman. Simooe A 
16 No regular Secretary ..................11

A

Names of Secretaries. P. O. Address. Remarks.

I
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THE YEAR ENDING lçt OCTOBER, 1867.
♦Secretaries, <bc., by Rev. W. Millard, General Secretary.
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10966

70 80 arc. 178

140 98 ara J2

84 80 arc. 80

867 102 are 47:

862 allb'tl 181

219181
l’rge 69

I
120 8 aie. 876 

87 8 are. 88 
60 No.

87 Yea 96

10

6
1

4
7

1461
8810
4678
8600
1896
664
690

888
180

218
808

{

1667 1088 6
<

Couaty or City.

290 allbtSf 849

1600
877

8881 2400 18
1866
600

7248 6027 11

146 92 8

1810

817 660 8

1166 1628 7

606 881 4

648

16

68

280

67

862

227

166
449
488
880
266

66
68

400
78
20

28
70

786

21

166

72

288

76

860
67

466
182

70

18Ontario, South

10Ottawa
Oxford 48

67Peel
76Perth ......... .

Peterborough 
Pontiac 
Prescott 
Prince Edward, 
Renfrew . 
Russell .. 
Shefford .

88
18t * * t * s s • • • •
14
42
16

6

6

Simooe, North 9

I, Soi

86

4

80

7

86Welland

7
i, South.,

86
Wolfe and Richmond 14

66
16Quebec
10

69
t

160

in the 1
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96 17 E. N. Thomas........

® W. A. Lamb........
No acting Secretary
Robert Smith........
Jamee Hogg.........

80 Lieut'Col. Hauitain ,, Peterborough o— , , .
Rer. D. Wardrooe.... RH.tnl 8 a eraîW!hoole not «Ported.
Rer. W. Lameden, M.A vïnkîeêk HilV ' * * ,ne,r ,chooU or*mnl“d- 
W. J. Porte ....... Piéton . Tlkenfrom report of lutter,

Pembroke.,
Cumberland

7 Yho?,iln thefhp. of Whitby 
furnish no report » only one •chool in Pickering la reported

Brooklin

19 Ottawa

ïismBrampton
Stratford*.

71 4

16 Rer. J. McEwen, 
6 Rev. J. 0. Smith 7 schools make no report.

Some schools make no report.
I 10 schools not reported ; 84 new

• • • • t s e s « s • « «
® Hen. J. S. Sanborn Sherbrooke 

Rev. J. Q. Sanderson . Rugby40 20

••••twees

Wes
pt n A the decrease In lan. m Meieiiwewi*I i-gsiyasie:

280 128 J. J. Woodhouae Torontoi
80| 86 W. Hodgson

L McGuire .... 

28| 17 Jamee Dalglieeh

171 ‘ 71

Jodeay

alt

&•*• Geo. Beil, M.A Clifton .

Olen alien 
Guelph . 
Hamilton
Danville

Thietleton
Quebec 
Alice 0

in the Provinoee of Ontario and Quebec.

69 21 Rev. Thoe. McGuire 
R«t. R. Torrance 
D. B. Chisholm
J. L. Goodhue .

J. T. W. Wallis
Rer. D. Marsh . 
R«t. H. Ohristoi

•••♦•• • •e #IÏT*

I 1 «t^BSÿSWt160 82

i
The above eUUetloe hare been taken

1 'i

Names of Secretaries. P. O. Address, Remakes.
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YEAR ENDING 1st OCTOBER, 1867.—{Continued.)
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In 1865 only 448 echooli were reporte^ 
In 1866,1294 do • doil

Thie year, 1867,1480 schools fire spoken of.

1268 schools furnish some statistics.
No of Teachers (including those in 24 schools organised by Rer.

J. McKillican)................ ..............................................................
Average attendance of Teachers ............................................. * ‘ ‘ ’ ’
S choisironfSchool Rolls (including those in schools organised by 

Mr. McKillican).........
Average attendance of Scholars
Net increase of Scholars .........
Scholars Church Members.........
Scholars added to the Church. •

same may U noticed of Church Membership. >
A targe number of Ministers’ Bible Classes are reported ; in some - 

the number is not given, but the greater part are included in the schools.

r *

6,700

96,676 
Æ... 46,868 
"... 7,078 
..... 8,266 
......... 1,019
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«iattath-Moflî Æonmitim ;
TIIEIR IMPORTANCE AND OBJECTS, AND THE

method of (Inducting

BT RB7. OBOROl BILL.
V

Seing the Essay to which was awarded the First Prias, at ths Provincial Sabbath-
School Convention of 1867,

BEST
THEM.

t%
vi

the
•tirelj recen origin, it "embrace. » million o'f twc^n
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Christian Church ^ BU^ily training a sufficient supply of such worker .

•rrS avasap?ÆSS3
SSSiK-m, 25T compare tbmr £*"«. jSSSSSe. bigh«.«

Conventions Tb« A ^ & Qr township to a nation.

I.
and OBJECTS OF SABBATH-SCHOOL CON­

VENTIONS.

' j^ssaxsSSSS^SSS^^
BsSr^isSESgi

aa*•* ~
modes of teaching a class ttw conventions the first place

«SîSStfflssaSji as* -.jsïsk
&HS“E55.S3rçf£.3K
•“•“£. .uhVlrlo.e to U» S»W-iftiSlS5MI with Sr. from^.dîïSteffiSSssSfSSS3 r™;J"dT^Lt.life“r. oft0b,tuLit,l.8.ho. applied in ——
epiritu i

the IMPORTANCE
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• places at once, and spiritual refreshing may come on many desert spots. The 
light bearers come together to have their own souls brightened, and then re­
turn to cause their light to shine in many dark places for many days to

Another benefit arising from a Sabbath-School Convention is to be found in 
its drawing chrittiaiu of different namet nearer together. Under the warmth of 
the spirit of love the affections are drawn forth to others, who, however differing *
1 j jX^erDa^ ^1*n8>8> are felt to be one in Christ. Sectarian prejudices are soften­
ed down or removed to such an extent that the question is forgotten as to what 
section of the Christian Church one or another may belong. If in any age 
intense earnestness is peculiarly necessary for doing the work of Christ, and 
reality is needed instead of sham and pretence, the present is that age. The 
blessed influences of closet communion with God are augmented and extended 
?7 .t]devotions and other exercises of the Convention, and we return to our 
individual fields of labour, loving one another more deeply as we have learned 
to see the likeness of Christ in each'other, and feeling that we have received a 
fresh baptism of the Holy Spirit to prepare us for renewed work for Christ, as 
fellow-workers with Him. J) ^

An important benefit of these Conventions is in the large amount of practical 
knowledge which it acquired in a comparatively thort time. The meetings usually 
have the presence of Sabbath-School men of great experience in the peculiarities 
of the work, and who are capable of conveying much of that knowledge to others 
in the exercises of the Convention ; while the experience of even the humblest 
workers is valuable as a means of mutual help and encouragement, and much 
information m the best methods of instruction is eventually given and received.
As many are teachers in the Sabbath-School who are very destitute ofa theoretic 
Knowledge of the science of education and a practical knowledge of the art of 
teaching, the use of the Convention we are no# considering becomes a very im­
portant one. It is not assumed that a Convention or a number of Conventions 
will make a person a good teacher who has never been regularly trained as •

,But.1D tbe. great and Passing necessity of the case, in the number of 
framed teachere who mu* be employed the results of the Convention are highly 'J 
want pnzed’ and thankfully to be used for even partially supplying a great

come.
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The Sabbath-School Convention has been the means of developing correct 

ideas of the vnmente importance of Sabbath-School labour. So quiet and unob-

School as a link of connection between the children of Church members and the

3u1k foI rellgl0U8 instruction appears very little for those neglected children 
whose days are spent in vice; yet, let it be observed that in many cases it is 
fini °D ,i.i.OU^tfif religious instruction, and it is cause of thankfulness that,
Apart from Sabbïth ^1° t.h®meftn8.of bringing many precious souls to Jesus! 

from. Sabbath-School Conventions few are fully aware of the wonderfully
anPPT»nwU°Hmenl 0f ^bbath-Scbool labour, or of the value of that labour as 
the minTÎJh agCnP7, Conventions are well fitted to impress these truths on 

of \hos® ,who attend, and as these are likely to be earnest Christians, 
and tn bf n?.out the ProP«r relation between the Church and School!

T*mg Piet7 of tbe former to bear on the improvement and 
advancement of the latter. Christian will do well to conside? the following
nro»^16^8’ ^ ever7 “ad f effort for the moral and religtoSs im'
mater^L whfoh^ W°r 4 18 ,uff“ring from a deficiency of the means, moral and 
material, which are necessary for the highest success, and particularly, the deA-

,Tbia want *8 «everely te.t in tie Sabbath-School 
‘ •nterPrlxe' Secondly, the health of the soul requires the use of the above named
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home eroused end midtened ft » effort, which «rouie other minds, free! 
MSïSÆ ‘he teaching and conducting of the

. City, or a Township. There JMjJJ* “£&. To or.rtah. thi. work 
done for the extension of ^ow to do it is someiimes a problem of
brought so near us, is a PlBin.^"l{’ffnrdg the opportunity of organizing the avail- 
difficult solution A Gonven m o ds P them t0 the best advantage,
able means which can be employedI, and o^mbining their efforts, the earnest 
By consulting as to the beBl u Bn interest in the work, where such does not 
workers may be able t° exei en t“guccee(j in opening and keeping up new 
already exist, and in many insta . ^ done personal effort in
Schools in localities hitherto destitute. h e ^ Where an As80ciation 
fields of limited extent, as in *c,tJ’or ?rovinCe, much may be done by employ-

of worker. J, h/m, incmuing.

II.
SABBATH-SCHOOL CONVENTIONS.

THE MODE OF CONDUCTING

the most convenient for the lar8 _et an the religious denominations
attend F.rery effort .hould be uted to get «1 « tbe «MÜng. A circular 
interested in the movement and to unite t‘me ,or lh, meeting, .taung
should t>en be prepared naming th *#nti(m and naming subject for con-

tiasrusr agsMrpsisi ». k

The local press should be asked to P"° , d Sabbath-Schools and induce
efforts should be used to 1°t,î*?* Rteg hpra,,r on behalf of the Convention 
them to send ministers and delegate .r 8abbath-Schools as well as in the

SStiSgtffâLSlr '«d guidance. The projector, of th. Cc
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vention should in good time appoint provisional 
arrangements.

As soon asjBWiSIl
..^cn S, Convention assembles, a certain amount of business must be tran 
sactod, and its effect on the spirit of the meeting will depend very much on the 
wisdom with which preparation has been made. After the opening with de­
votional exercises has taken place, it is usual to appoint a Nominating Com­
mittee, who immediately retire for deliberation, and then comes a difficulty 
respecting the way in which the time should be occupied until the Committee 
are ready to report. If left to bap-hazard, it may become a time of dulnees, or 
of exercises unsuitable to the occasion. Feelings of delicacy and fear of offeod-

fin; d be«î!et«“ldei and de®nite «rangements should be-previously made 
AD5-DP thet‘ine a useful manner. Mere speech-making should at all it £ <!ucouraSed> ând experience shows that the members of a Conventfoir

beforehand, each to prepare his thoughts so as to make a short address one

E&T a as»
«Frand will avoid the feelings of uneasiness and disappointment which are often 

SSSS^S -he 0peninguofn Convention. The Nominating Committee having 
wUh8tbhVn the‘ri "port».the appointment of officebearers for the Association*
Bigness SZÏtÏÏTS ‘ I?quired’ ma7 be mAd« $° a few momenta. Thiî 
Th:. -ill lheî hBTe t0 retlre and prepare for the next Session.
This will be a suitable time for the reading of an Essay. If one is to be read
the preparation of it will of course have been provided7 for by the Provisional
in v?iinCt« . Co.mmit,te,e- A[ler beiDg read, the Essay should be discussed 
>,« Jn te a 8peeche8 °f from three to five minutes. The Business Committee

m*°u for lhe S™|0°' & «"iwia k,

arra.nff»dthe .®e88*°Iie of the Convention, the details of business 
îmn,rnt nf °.,be tran8acted with as little delay as possible, and 

mount of routine must be gone through, care on the part of the usiness Com-
mkTto c7heP,ïrn\ t.fH°mMdiÏÏpaling the higher feeling8 which a O^ventiS

3SK EfeSS SUS
«j“«‘ wi,b J,nd ““ ,borto,t

two dP.7.td1tM;nr vl,,nu8ual,7 meet in the afternoon, and continue

sur*-- ~
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omos B1ÀBSB*. '£
The Office Bearers of an Association ehould be appointed on accomjof their
feX’ÏÏ .mtt Z

Tû, ïïl milieu ’ care should be taken to aeoid stirring up opposition or isalons? 
r, L »rt o( "=>d,u„mioation. Heart? good will and cooperation are needed

KSsSsfi'-.Ttoi
rnent to * P . exercise when the general good require! it, or the time 
^irH fo? the exercise has expired, and suavity to do so without giving offence.SESKeMSM-es swfcg

CoLuUm t£t^Ca7b7nefeLdaC mTmet “in Convention,Jhere ^l 

^needed in addition, several Assistant Secretaries, a Business Committee,
A — t, whom all business must come ; and a Committee on resolutions to 

«TÏÎéiÏÏsenseof^ th™ discussions and embody it in a series of résolu- 
tioïs to be reported near the close of the Convention. Other special Com* 
mittees will be appointed as they may be required.

atssioxs.
The mining session should be preceded by a prayer meeting lasting half an

£%“îr toSafl^tsto°add russes,ÎÏÏ» sST*-»

LsV .hurt a°d Hr.!? d»g“‘ hotid ^Tto.t
ShTSSTS p YsrsTuTd b.1 an5 gener.il? limitod to déduit,
spiritual kina, P 7 indefinite petlti0DB in prayer are unsuitable to the
devotions of a Convention, as general speaking is unsuitable to IU discussions 
£2t it be laid down as a positive rule that all etercitet of every kind .n a Con- 
vention mutt be thort.

mv. time of a Convention is most precious, and should be used to the best
‘“'T8"' nMto1«rS,,DYÎmembeï'b.l,heeméttoS «ak«TtSÎ

seule of the importance of the Sabbath School work, and to obtain light on the 
h of doine that work. Their hearts are turned on the question how they«n make îheir teaming more plain, so as to be 0'£%

tagfta^sJggfM&aS $£2S- sb.S$

exclude all ir.-elevant matters from their programmes, and in particular preven 
MV a«nts of religious operations which are only remotely connected with the 
Sabbath School fr£n advertising any pet schemes before \he 0;nTientlo”on jjj 
President in like manner should stop anv irrelevant «mMsf l> fg”B5S 
mercilessly ring down everything which is not to the point. A Convention 
cannot afford to listen eve€ to good speeches, if they ateuoiJO the PolnUa 
v._x t .he President then ring down every one who wanders .from tne 
subject ; let him prohibit all discussion on points of order, by which even gw 
_,n if «nowed would destroy a session. No speaking Is of any use unless It 
will'either ttimulate or xntirucl ; let all else be put down. The one great and

of the Convention from that object.
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M'BJICTS OF DISCUSSION.

spiritu*1 preparati°n of the heart and the intellectual culture of mind required 
It will .Iso bar, respect to the special preparing of the lessons which he is to 
teach. Thiff will include the way of studying the Bible itself; the use of helps 
as concordances, commentaries, books of oriental travel, manners and customs’ 
bible geography, natural history «fcc ; the best modes of collecting and storing 

/ , ts for future use ; the use of illustrations ; the study of child nature ; the art
or teaching ; the art of arresting and securing attention ; the art of bringing all 
teaching to bear on the moral nature of the child ; the ability to present to the 

■ cbld a c*ear'attractive and beautiful ideal of Christian character and life : the 
st means of forming the image of Christ on that plastic, impressible and ever- 
iting substance, the child s soul; and the most effective way of making all the

" .WOru ^ar on the,chilf8 conversion and salvation. Closely connected 
with the teachers preparation, is the scholar's preparation. A proper subject of
?eLUnbynthe"hUd?em ’ * means of eecurin8 th« Previous preparation of the

1

*UbjeCî l,ultabIe foF dl«cussion will be, htlpt to teaching, apart from 
the teacher s mental preparation. The use of the black-board has been found a

”1b 6 m a11 ?th«r k'nd8 of teaching, and the numerous ways in which it 
5hîtratedad™ Taluabl« help in the Sabbath-School should be discussed and 
lHustrated. The value and use of maps, pictures and object lessons as powerful
fnfn^iin m.m&kmÇ lbe truth comprehensible, shouW also be diseased, and 
information given as to how they may be obtained. ’

ment'wiS tht jmPortant a^junct to a school, and the enormous develop- 
th.® PMt fcw /ears, of this department of the general work shews 

nPf ^lt,hmPv°rtanCe *■ feIt Ab tbe value of a library will depend on £ 
hnnV«7nfl-[ in ,bo°t;8 C0™P°»1Dg it, the best mode of making a selection from the
ductors o/sahhith q v,ub |IC’ wilL be a useful eubject of discussion. The con­
st of Sabbath-Schools are often sorely puzzled in the use of a library after 
It has been procured. The books ranidlv .nil»* A ll,. '
wa

• V

Tbe Business Committee will arrange the various parts of the work so as to 
be the most effective, assigning the time for each. Business items should be 
relieved by illustrations of model opening and closing exercises for a school • 
model lessons for the several grades of classes ; the consideration of the appliances 
to be used as aids, such as black-boards, mode of arranging classes, maps 
pictures, objects and object lessons ; model teachers’ meetings, and practical 
discussions. Th> evening session will usually embrace a number of addresses 
on special topics, both by members of the Association, and by strangers who 
may be in attendance. 8

DISCUSSIONS.

A good way of conducting a discussion is to have some person appointed 
a V beforehand to open the discussion, allowing him ten minutes (or more if the 

nature of the subject requires it). It may be well to appointa stranger to this 
duty if one is present who is known to have large experience in that particular 
subject. Volunteer speeches of three or five minutes may then follow, being 
always practical and strictly relevant. No one>sbould speak from mere impulse, 
but if any one has carefiilly considered tbe matter and has a useful and practi­
cal thought on the subject which he can earnestly express, let him by all means 
aPtv av discussions should always tend to the advancement of the work of 
Sabbath-School teaching.
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Earnest men have planned and contrived, have formed regulations and re-formed 
them, for the management of the library, and have almost given up in despair, _ 
as if an effective management of it were impossible. This subject has latterly 
attracted the attention of some of the ablest Sabbath-School workers, and some 
of the more recently deviled plans may very profitably be diècussed.

The proper grading of the several departments of a school, and, along with 
this, its architectural arrangements, may here be noticed. The best form and 
position of the seats fur classes ; the provision for the infant class, and how 
connected with and separated from the other classes ; the construction of school , 
rooms, as part of church edifices, or as separate buildings, and kindred subjects, 
are suitable for discussion.

The want of means to procure suitable rooms, furniture, and apparatus, is, in 
a majority Of schools, a serious hindrance to efficiency. Men may know what 
good aids to teaching are, and may know how to use them well, but who can 
not procure the money wherewith t» purchase the needed articles. Hence, te 
the teachers of a great majority of the schools in the Province, one of the most 
practically interesting question^to be discussed, is this : How can u>e make the 
moit of limited means ? To lay out, to the best advantage, the small sum they 
have to spend on these objects, and to make the most of an imperfect equip­
ment, may be'profitably discussed. An important question attaches itself to 
this subject, and may also be discussed, namely, What is the best method of 
raising money for the support of a Sabbath-School?

The only other subject we shall mention here, is the vital one of pro wring 
teachers. There is much of the piety and ability of the Christian Church which 
is, as yet, unemployed in the Sabbath-School cause. Unquestionably the Lord 
has need of these, and means should be used to bring more labourers to the 
most promising part of the whole harvest-field, where the souls of the young may 
be gathered.
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forMODSL EXSBC1SSS.
effi<These may, perhaps, be regarded as touching on the ground of the Sabbath- 

School Institute : but no Convention will be very efficient, unless it include 
some Institute exercises. They maybe rendered highly instructive and valuable 
to many teachers who come to the Convention for the purpose of learning from 
others, and improving their own practice.

The opening and closing exercise of the school may include defini'ions and 
illustrations of the devotional services with which a school is opened ; the pre­
senting of a special text, or the central thought of the lesson, orally or on the 
blackboard; an object lesson to Illustrate the central thought; the summing up 
of the lesson ; and the exercises with which the school is closed.

A class lesson may illustrate the mode of teaching a class, the modes of 
questioning which may be employed, and the bearing of Bible literature, geog­
raphy, history, biography, ethics, and theology, on the lesson.

Infant Class teaching. To be well done, this will require an experienced infant 
class teacher, with a class of children, to be brought Into the Convention, and 
a lesson, which they have not been previously taught, to be used, so as to give 
» real example of the ordinary work in the class.

Blackboard lessons, object lessons, and map lessons, may be Introduced, and tie 
mode of using them In the sehool may be practically illustrated, so as to enable 
teachers who have never used them, to prepare themselves for employing these 
valuable aids.
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ôfth6ting * bl j11ttheh°r<linâry exerciacs g°°e through, greatly to the advantage

* QUESTION DRAWER.

There are many «objecta on which teachers desire informatioa, which they 
do not obtain in the discussions and exercises which we hare already noticed 
For their benefit an exercise bearing the above name is provided. Slips of 
paper are distributed in the Convention, on which the members write their 
questions, and at a specified time drop them into a hat or bag. They are then 
given to a person of the highest knowledge and experience who gives rapid 
verbal answers to them, and thus the whole Convention gets the benefit. This 
process is sometimes reversed, and thereby becomes an answer drawer; a ques­
tion being given out to the Convention, answers to which are written, given in 
and read. The answers are sometimes given verbally, but this practice is not ' 
generally desirable, as liable to lead to confusion and frittering away of time.

HIGHER AIMS.

îdeîîTth*? ,°hâ Sflbbath-8fho°1 Convention should force the truth on the con- 
0C ,n“r h^thr 1 4 P/e.881Dg wan* of more work for Jesus. Time is short,

withnnt fY Vr?’ 4nd .bow, can tbc7„be “ved ? By love within and work 
without Let the loving heart pour itself out in work,—earnest work for noth2? Ie" ihl* :m ■'">-f»itbfui -ork, p.TO,,’^g ."S, 
work, patient work, prayerful work and loving work for Christ. *

.1

i-

and destitute in the elemenU of a common education ; ’then a teacher of children
for7ÙI8owUn edification1 it^°Wi0g int° *a jmPortant instrument of the Church 
lor its own edification, it has now expanded into one of the moat extend*. .«a

formstion of S.bb.Mcho,l Sd^"h. bofdinl

»JSS^ftî^s5£îSSSr=
MrïdtM s- ,Tbe r*-rasw*•c
“•«ben to’bo beller t«.”m"lhln °fJr*U,'“*
efforts should be used to have A*«oriIti^n. , f J “J* “0,t «^portant that

S3T *-
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v
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SABBATH SCHOOL INSTITUTES.

mor.pr.cU-
length in giving general inf!^.«i j k‘ The Convention goes a certain

AfitWW.5^r«saSt3S5W
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XSabbath School- Institutes bare arisen as the next step in advance. In these 
the practice assimilates itself to Normal School teaching. A course of study 
is marked out and followed by the Conductor or Conductors of the Institute, 
in which the teachers present are trained in the principles and practice of Sab­
bath School teaching. By holding local Institutes, at times to suit the con­
venience of teachers, much good may be done in this way. Sometimes a suc­
cession of evenings may he devoted to the holding of an Institute, so that many 
whose other duties render it impossible for them to give whole days to attend­
ance, may yet be able to reap the benefit.

T]

Bi
SABBATH SCHOOL NOBMAL COLLSOl,

last step of progress ; the wish is rising for something 
more definite and permanent We hail with joy the call of the recent New 
York State Convention to their sister States and the Dominion of Canada to join 
in founding an International Sabbath School Normal College for the training of 
teachers. The value and importance of Sabbath School teaching is thus becoming 
better appreciated, and the necessity of higher training is becoming more felt.
We trust the time is not very far distant, when not one only, but lèverai such 
institutions shall exist for the better preparation of teachers for their work. We 
hope also soon to see the Christian Church so awakened to a sense of the true 

ilue of the Sabbath School, that a thorough training on this subject with an 
ability to guide others in ibis work will be required as a necessary part of the 
educational training of the Christian minister, and the preparation for his . 
pastoral duties.

To attain the full benefit of a Sabbath School Convention, it is necessary to 
carry out into practice the knowledge there acquired. Let all then who attend, 
pastors, superintendents and teachers, before the kindled seal becomes cold or 
the truths acquired are forgotten, go vigorously to work to obtain a practical 
result Bring everything to a practical use; let improvements be introduced 
and patiently followed ^p, and we may rest assured that the result will be to 
the honour of Qod and the saving of souls by means of feeding the Saviour’s 
Iambs.

The Institute is not the
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Note—The writer of the above Essay considered himself bound to keep to 
the title named in the printed circular, ard therefore to allude to Sabbath 
Sehool Institutes only incidentally. Had the title been 1 Sabbath School 
Conventions, and Inttilulu, Ac," the essay, by treating more fully on Institutes, 
might have been more useful and more fully up to the present standing of the 
Sabbath School enterprise. Much of what to written above will, however, apply 
to Institutes as Veil as Conventions.
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jFitfcBfltft-jFtfciMl ®0nwttti0tts ;
THEIR IMPORTANCE AND OBJECTS,^ND THE BEST MODE 

OF CONDUCTING THEM.

BY BBV. JOHN WOOD.

Being the Ettay to which woe awarded the Second Prize, at the Provincial Sab- 
bath-Bchool Convention of 1867.

|th ngS ack nÇ' and ,0™e ,hm88 perhaps positively bad and preju- 
dlcia tbeir management and modes of instruction. Some of these must un- 
doubtedlj be set down as inseparable from our fallen humanity,-evil, to be 
endu.ed. since they cannot be cured-but others of them are curable and ara 
whïecoUnd "S7 CtU'e °f the ln«P*rianc*. inaptitude, or indifference’ of thîE

These evils need neither surprise nor discourage us. Looked at as a whole 
there is no department of Christian effort that is better or more vigorously con 
ducted than this. The work is a purely voluntary one.—a labou/of faith and 
°Te:. U2llke that,Qf ■ecuiar education, it is not a profession, commanding all
irawfîîind»,^ir^5î ,0f thT adoPtln* “* and remunerating them with an boni 
orable livelihood. It is performed chiefly by those who all the week inn® ...
engaged in other avocations, and often baVe neith» the ttoe nor the 

* ”ecee,ar7 10 fiVbe™ “ thoroughly as is desirable for so importent Î work K 
îelIoJ 1 devol1T.e,.uP?n tbe younger portion of the Church for the

are ieD*rally both more at liberty and more willing to emraire in it than those more advanced in years. But youth while usnalfr «««./ f*
te a’tüDdhthei liViel/ •y®Patby for the young which is to valuable a quaHfiîation

ttss :rr:i SF
unpnnctaelitj- of «ttendloce, in • lick of «cqu.int.ee. wkh Scrini7,l\"il«' * 
with tb. bc.t method, of tcchlng iqiotb,.Cn”ofoîoM,t^„^‘,' "

sïïsirif«,2r *c" *u of ,bioh uniumu >*» A»ai5^£
These, however, are not insuperable evils, and it should be th* .

bined experience, wisdom and piety of those who haveTpn in.H. **? eom* 

Associations which have sprung out of them, (as yet, we are «orrr iîï* Ooanty

K7 D„î,‘,r710 Pro“°"' U“ “«*»'““»■ of«.b A«oc,.Uo "'^
Keeping this design in view, we shall endeavour to show :

L—THBIB IMPOBTAXOn ASD OBJIOTS.

U U ch.TMUti.Uo of tbe «g. in «blob n llw, tUt dmo.t
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the value of combination, «s c p „ Constitutlonal and Parliamentary
multitude of Counsellors tb*« 18 8*‘elB7nd mass meetings of the classes mter- 
Reform are sought by means of le Jj. ao^ber'B hands by Trades-Unions. Savans 
ested. Working men strengthen e s phiimthrophist* their Social Science 
have their Scientific Asaociatio , re«Dectivo objects they have in view. The
Congress, by which to promote the rat? ^ Christian AjsodatioM,

>

,"7„p.tb, .«d co-op.,.,i»». M I« 

bold lWr#=0 T,~rk.J; ^ Smm„”.UpP-.ow .lordod « 

the children of this world, who extensively in the furtherance of their
srtfssrrfiswsfc -- -*• °r ■

‘‘‘"o’cLTu itrength." ood th. «logo ta "oUoeo °L™h“bS

5S. S?
and circulation of the Holy S p > , n:ut Societies, would have been a
Zt b.r. booo giooo by oor groot And the
work oltogetber too d.lbcult^od co.üy. tor P m1 risi countrT] „„
ttÂn.M *Ub^ ^'-d «V «2 ro™biMd *nd ““of *"

the churches toward, that specific object.

have their

1

Tbl. «boo, « fk. to b. the »«.. r-d of . ^^^tkoTVod"^,.
bringing toother of lb. moot .rp.n.nc.d .=d m,« ..-n..t m ^ ^ ^

and the extension of the enterprise a will without
To show how such a Convention tends^o JjJJumrefow examine these points 

doubt, be iU highest recommendation. We shall
\*t -..no. ImprOToment o, Z S?Sg

Schools. Many of those wb°‘^ "Vlong -have had no instruction 1“ «ÇïJ 
School than the one to which theyhelo g^ tion of the lessons; and while
to teaching,—and receive no help . ?. under the circnmsUnces, are la-
doing the best that can ba expected of them unoe^ hftT0 d before
bouring under the greatest £ardly conceiving that there can
them, and fall into a dull routine of exercises, n J tW u stereotyped, 
be any other or better way of conducting th .■ ” fayr un,uited in style to 
The singing belongs to tb® 1*8[°®“ ^Thepnyer isT weekly repetition of the
^^7p*h,<L^.P*TliTl^ S. « °n. SouP*h

and scholars are tired before it te com pie ed^ T ^ ^*7 ^ |ft Qne unv6rying
““‘l- wb“ber ,om* lmpr,,,e°“°‘tou
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a^K^^^-^tSSSSsa var.ety of ways, before unthougbt of, in which he may engaKf the attentio^ 
reach the understanding, and win the hearts of his scholars® AndwhatU 
better sUll,-all are set to thinking and planning how thev rn.v' 
school Their hearts aro enlisted anew, and each one finds for himself trays of 
doing h.s work more efficiently; for what we want is, not seryileTmitTtînn £

ahHdtt,bUt * K,Vel7’ ear°”t’ and natural manner, combined with an « 
Sabbafh School ^oroug^ c™ngelical presentation of divine truth. Thus the 
babbath School Convention becomes a kind of Normal School for the traîné
of teachers, and lies at the very foundation of all true progress in our work!** ‘ \

0bjeCt K,"tbt' *°d 10 * «««d d.gr« secured, b, such

m.k. public profcMÎonoVretoon S”wbo K hï°£' P™,'“<*«. ’bo

-r

«* «b.7 «T bç.i“si‘ sïfiÆwSs

4

promised 'f,? '"m' *"d bk*'™8 °' Hlm .b. b„

West ï.'ïï?z n,'h™„"„Thf? -“y ùjggSJiJa.'a LudluTh"
rteeptie, condition Smskir.^5' “df *°d h’’rt’ «rein their most
other E,„JenC °„r.pm^“rrd ln '"'ftmp.lh, with escb
po*e, of diritto truth, or & the ibith^LeM^f uK SET '"u,t"lio" °1 »•

aaejrtt îïïîs •

«■SSSïSKSSfin^^*5^ ilove, and to sa y by the steadv liirht of th ” ° V1? **ce w*1^ confidence and the countenance, * Brother anoSÜ I.i^i!7'’ and b7the Peace that overlays 
Master, and loyàl to ourKinJ> u 7- b!‘ «onf> but 1 am >t»l true to our
symbol of the charity that never Üilïtftîd a.g^ “Ÿ l*"’* handa. aa * 
which is superior to the severing rower ôf «h.-*8 * 8 *? °/.tbe outloving love 
destructive force of the teeth of fim« r* f b,*n?e> a“d °f distance, and to the
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, au this is surely something, and something good, and
c»“

H,®S±ttn-L-M
as a forest of oaks may rise irorn . . . tt -din t0 mCet to pray. Theand If it be belter to to »ch oU,«r, k ^1 ‘„d ‘„h,l >e lgtn „

Holy Ghost.”

,ion and the impetus given to ub {■«"g™*1 It mîv not be easy to say just how

ccÿïFm,iFid., sriafsT7.ses* tra
«f the Bead of lb. Cburch, "ItoShTSew «yBimo., and .. the d.»
StCd,.«KuponPt'h/mUnUln. of Zion,” eod that done .tell b,leg . bleu- 

in* with it, "even life for evermore.” ,n

». A third, and equally
Tentions is, the increasing; o utlCmntingto show the value of the Sabbath- 
necessary to say anything by y “ andVo pastor, in the training of the 
■*£ Mw*,nh no agency,'outlide of a cbrU. an
C=6'tbudV. .0 *-** K ?hP °Ch"'r=b, «n1

->*•». u
of the Church, and is called by 1U name. - . .„ ..

AO,thing. therefo* that tend..to iocreM. ». *fi£*£l*Z* better 

Sabbath-School work is em{"*“ J Sabbath-School Convention. The influence

it will be felt far beyond the i™™edl^ clr=le °1f bnd Oongregstione that send 
The delegates report, in manv case, to the School, a m0|t ,mpreBB.

^M,£2^»5^^*a3etirs
l0,,‘c of 4“cu"lon’ “d " ln,"“d '1,h

Tbeee remark! apply wl» ^”'cc ‘0^°yn”heinm<« ™mited ephere, ae 
judgment, are of quite as much importance, ^ « attractive, but
the Protincial. In some respects they 7 PP* _jT.n,.„^over the larger 
there are points of view in which they posses tbwSieelves of them,SSSS55S@.tt«aS'Stfe
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fewest advantages for self-culture, and observation, and will nrobablv ram th. 
greatest amount of benefit from them they afford an opportunity for females 
to attend them,- a privilege which they rarely enjoy In connecUonwiththî
ianvDnptt Conv<:!,1t'on :~Hnd la8lb’. being much smaller, and more manageable 
many persons will^suggest questions, or take part in the diseussions that mav 
arise, who would feel abashed at the very thought of doing so in tbs larvae
motio n Wh‘ie’ the.ref°re> we look to the Provlnclni iiîocîstîon for the 

• 11.! tn0Wer’ fi8u™t,TelJr. «peaking, of all our machinery, we must do onr

.. « r tt'zstzïïsfa&stgz
pulsations of love and mercy to the farthest extremities of tbs system*

P- «*5* aSWAsr&str
irs , or in the Western Province alone, 1183 schools, with 78 080

;-808 'o77,ne"hooi" wT-niTntt. of Mtorscboiïï^ibr
llthese returns afford us even an approximation to the truth It will bTasaa Süa-

m the proportion tolnriX-^nhe^chK^of 'tidTwuwn P>"libI/ inCreeee 
yet gathered into her Sabbith-Schll. We,“rn 1 rovlnce' « *•

<
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h

l-
>t
1-
ie b,,BuTuo.Vbe:t iije0.f„wdthhkrouùf,o,:,r h,T; /

thrust forth labourers into -he harvlït ’ WUHni “4t H# Would

w---arjsri&::»w.smiss~
^H55s5™=«r-r==aar-
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ÏÎSSSi
ntion may be * new thmg*Mr&.tb*bc. c

by circular or ’ and place, for the purpose o 8» » d other
them, »t* for »« Uft ta tb“ ta»dS’of . Co-

Eissas«EE::^
Association, * and intelligent labour*.rS R dy would have much more

or 1 ,e,f'c

SfiÜ-à* ,h« Teachers shouMdo Use*

». A Coon.,.A-f't^oMuld. ifJ-* ^tfSTELSS

to be reaped from "\™Z Stir the first or «rood ™“ï°gj "“.“oî the other 
?„fp“”XnV »“ iot«r«> ^r.S,M.TSucî"ftc.ed by to> £
haod, the interest awshe d benches repel and 'hdl J1 fi that
“ow’d alteay. U de»?» f “» », general
Z%‘ EtTbeeo »“Ung ll“ foU°*™g J*“„
S-* *** °Ca“°°'2t rconeention, or the *..00^;“,

8. The its efficiency. The hour speut inlJ? 4c„ often
will have much to do wi ^ the appointment aU the pre-
wontemptously shunn success. Instead, therefore, at ^he hour of
Zides the measure of all be in the,r places
llminaries to afeW> the appointment of the mos prompt and in-
assembling, and secure PCare should be taken to obtain a pr u„e< in
several committees r P “ weU acquainted with the^r 1 f?n the neigh- 
ielligent chairman, som .f guch a mBn is not *° ® u can be done
all deliberative assemblies. n®o import one from a distanw>, « cflrittian
bourhood, it T^^alousy And further, by all means I t wQrldl distinc- 
without arousing ‘^occasions, men chosen, not to » the work in hand.

r?c.°°LHt - al.a,. of ^“^u.ïplloU. snch discussions.
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An earnest devotional spirit must animate and ha11n*-eii u. . 
ceedmgs. Let the first hour of each day's session be *nent in )/fLPro*
that honour me I will honour/',»ith Q<!d We Cnm°VL^"hi^v ?em 
work on our hands. A conscious dependence on Divine help to do^k prone 
must lead us to importunity at the throne of grace. Our real eoccw^m £ 
ust in Proportion to the spirit of believing priyer among ÏT LutW’. «Jï 

iave prayed well, is to have studied well/*—bears testimony to^nence,—“to

75

Provincial Conventions, laid us u der great obligations, for tne asslaUnce thev
have rendered us. But the delig t and profit we have • 7to them, must not be nllowed to deetroj o“rIelf“taLW
our own Sabbath School men, and send them forth, as onr n‘< ' ' * ?t Up
Apostles to this special work, to go from town to town t
County, to plant and foster Sabbath Schools. '

(b). A Teachers’ inquiry meeting, if we may so call it, ought also to be held 
mi connection with every Convention, at which every one might feel free to ask 
any question, or state any difficulty that had met him, in the prosHuUon of 
lus Wôrk. Since, however, the sessions of the Convention can seldom be pro­
tracted beyond the second day, it will often be needful to limit the sneakers !» 
tbeir replies. Short, .pi,ited ^dresses, directed right to the potot ti?/d£ 
cussion, are far more effective than anything lengthy, however wnate *

to

how other schools are conducted ; what difficult^/ and discouragements bewt 
them, and how they are overcome ; what instancea'they may have^ad o? God’s 
converting grace among the scholars ; and how the general work progresses

~ ,7™: sP
the different uses of the blackboard, and of pictures and object lessons the arS 

.cbool,—the adaptation of the opening and closing exercise, to the went, end

as to self-Anprovement. The Rev. Dr. Steel, in a work rereatî^» kii!^ - 

unwillingness of the m.jorit,”f te«L "to ^ u„X - w7,”°'re°t'l '' “» 

onr^onrenU... must he mode, therefore, „
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the presence of the pv* ^faithful, to oar <*"* ’t0 bear very much the
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