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PREFATORY NOTE.
/ -~ )

~ While préparations were bein
School Convention,
- would be taken to
%o provide for its p

g made for holding the late Sabbath. A
the hope was expressed by many that steps - 2
secure a full Report of the proceedings, and also '
ublication at the earliest possible date. Coneup. 3
ring in the viewd thus expressed, the Publishing Committee en

the services of a'competent short-hand writer—My, 8, Hutchinson,
of London—to take full notes of the proceedings of the Convention,
and prepare the ssame for the press. They also arranged with
Messrs. Lovell & Gibson to undertake the printing without any
delay ; and thus they are.enabled, at this early date, to present to
the friends of Sabbath-Schools throughout the Dominion, the most
complete Report yet issued by the Association.

- It was at first intended to publish the two Prize Essays i

n'a separate
pamphlet only, but it was finally resolved by the Executiy

tee, in order to give the Essays aumore extensive circulation,

them at the end of the Report, and also to publish a upurﬁe edition
for those who might desire them in that form.

’

Considering the important and interes
contained in the Report, it is
Sunday-Schools throughout Can
circulation.

ting character of the matter
earnestly hoped that the friends of
ada will endeavour to give it (M ,

A. SUTHERLAND,
W. ANDERSON

J. J. WOODHOUSE, (~Publishing Committe,
H. J. CLARK,

Toroxro, Nov. 5, 1867.
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¥
INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS,

——

 BE

To Parents and Pa:tora,\ Superintendents and. Teachers, and allf\

Friends of Sabbath Schools. Ve

It has been laid upon us, by the Fourth Provincial Convo:nion of Sabbath
School Teachers, to address a few words to you, by way of introducing the
following report of the proceedings of that body .’

We
which, in various forms, is the subject of consideration by every Sabbath
School Convention, viz., the Religious Instruction of the Young, in order
td their eternal salvation through the Lord Jesus Christ: and to enlistl

your most active ‘exertions and earnest prayers in that behal

’ fras you hav¢
opportunity.

The bringing up of children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, is .

confided, first and chiefly, to their own parents. No sygtem of Sabbath School
instruction, however complete in its plan, or however skilfully wrought
out, can relieve any father or miother of one Jot or tittle of duty to their
offspring. The most earnest workers in the Sabbath School continually
ingist upon this; they never profess or aim to supersede, but only to further,
the training given in the family ; in all our Conventions, this testimony is
borne, year by year, with loud and united voice. The Family is older than
the School, older than the Church itself,—rather, was the Church—* the
Church in the House,” for the many centuries of the Patriarchal Dispensation.
And when, as in the case of a solitary settler in our own forests, the Church
and the School cannot yet exist, the Family is there before them. When
those follow, it is not to set aside the religion of the family, but to complete
it. When most efficient, the School and the Church take care of the children
but for an hour, or a few hours in the week ; but parents have them in hand
every day and all the day, The command in the Old Testament, (Deut, vi,,
6-9,) one which has not “decayed and waxed old,” nor “is ready to vanish
away,"— And.these word‘s, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine
heart: and thou shalt teach them dih'ggntly unto thy children, and shalt
talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by
the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up : and thou shalt
bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between
thine eyes: and thou shalt write them upon the posts of thine house and
upon thy gates ; "—and that in the New Testament, (Eph., vi,, 4,) “ And ye,
fathers, provoke not your children to wrath, but bring them up in the nur-
ture and admonition of the Lord ; "==can only be fulfilled by parents in their
own homes, It is often lamented by the best friends of the young, that the

Qesire to call your most earnest attention to the momentous work, *
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hearers more than those prepared for the
" and every teacher, we respectfully solicit that the whole
office and character
Sabbath {School
Turning now
Sabbath $cho,

weight of your
e given to promote the prosperity and efficiemcy of the

%
and lastly, to superintendents, teachers and fr;cnds of
8, we do not usurp that function of Conventions which con-
sists in pointing out the best methods of teaching, but refer them to the
f()”l)\\’ill‘,'.{“]lﬂg(‘ﬂ, and to similar documents, for that purpose. We wonld,
however, in the spirit of the recent meeting, speak a word of cheer to those,
especially, who are labouring almost alone, in remote places,.and under
peculiar difficultics. The cause in which you are engaged is the noblest
upon earth; most dear to the heart of the Saviour ; and most fruitful for

eternity. ¢ Be not weary in well-doing : for in due_season ye shall reap, if
ye faint not.” :

dn placing this report in your k ds, we
ledgment of the indebtedness of the Sabbath School community of Canada,
to the Publication Committee for the promptitude and efficiency with which
they have prepared it for the press. We ask members of the Convention to
carefully study its contents, to relate them to those who could not attend,
and to circulate the document as widely as possible throughout the country,
By these means, the benefits of a mecting which was so richly enjoyed by
those who were present, may be imparted to a very wide circle at their own
homes, and hundreds of schools receive an impulse for good. \

We would also urge upon Sabkath School workers i
great adyantage of holding local Conve

within its bounds. In such smaller gatherings, individual members
take part to an extent impossible in the thronged Provincial meeting),
Ample information on all matters connected with County Conventions will
be found in- the very valuable Prize Essays appended to this report. The
Secretary of the Association will be happy to attend such meetings, when
desired, as far as he is able, and to assist in their organization. We would
further suggest, especially to the residents in towns and cities, the plan of
‘holding Sunday School Institutes, as briefly noticed in the first Prize Essay,
on the successive evenings of a week.

We fervently hope and pray that when the Provincial Convention of 1868
assembles, we may hear from every quarter of multiplying and increasing
schools, of an abundance of labourers, of liberal support and earnest co-
operation, and, above all, of success in the great End of Sabbath School -

teaching, viz., the conversion of large numbers of children and youth to
God!

desire to make special ackeow-

n every County, the
ntions, and of organizing associats

On behalf of the Sabbath School Association of Canada,

' F. H. MARLING, President,

’ WILLIAM MILLARD, General Se

_ crelary.
Toronto, October 25th, 1867, ;

young. ‘- On behalf of every scholar
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Tae fourth Annual Convention of the Sunday-School Association of Canada, ° /
tommenced its Sessions at 3 p.m., on Tuesday, October 8th, 1867, in Knox

.| Church, Toronto. Between 800 and 1000 Delegates and Visitors, from differ&nt

W parts of Canada, and some from the United States, were present.

Rev. Dr. Caupicorr, of Toronto, one of the Vice-Presidents of the Asso-
ciation, on being called to the chair, read the third chapter of the Book of
Proverbs, after which Rev. John Potts, of Hamilton, led in prayer.

The CuairMAN then, at the request of the Convention, appointed a Committee 8
to nominate Officers and Committges for the ensuing year, as follows:—Rev, « =8
George Bell, Clifton; Mr. David Morrice, Montreal ; Mr. Joshua Adams, Sarnia 3
Rev. J. A. R. Dickson, London; Mr. Thomas Robin, Toronto; Rev, John Pottg,
Hamilton, Mr. D. W. Beadle, St. Cathiirines.

The Cémmittee having retired Tor the despatch of business,—

Rev. Dr. Caupidorr remarkéd that, while they were waiting for the Com~

4 mittee to prepare their report, 'they eould not more profitably employ their time

! than in a brief interchange of opinion and sentiment respecting the great
subject which had brought them togeth¢r—the training of our youth in the
knowledge and fear of God. We could canceive of no work more important, for
upon it depend the future character and prosperity of our country. There could
be no question, that great improvément might be made in the mode of com-
municating religious instruction to the young, or that the Sabbath-School could
be rendered far more interesting than it is, by the introduction of improved
modes of teaching. He would not lengthen his remarks, but would give way «
to any delegate who might wish to address them.

After singing and prayer,— - yie :

Rev. Mr. Caausgrs, of Storrington, suggested that, as they had the presence
of the first Sabbath-School teacher of Canada—Mr. Sherwood, of Brockville—
he should be requested to say a few words to the Convention.

. Ex-Sheriff Sherwood, a venerable looking old man of 89 years, then

asce@ded the platform, and was warmly received. He said he had long been

i engaged in the Sabbath-School work, and he felt great pleasure in being able
; to attend the Oonvvxﬁon, because his heart was still in the work, (Applause.)
He had commenced” a Sunday-School in 1811, at the request of the Rev. Mr.

Smart, who then 2relidod at his house. When Mr. Raikes first started the idea

lton
al

end

’
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of a Sunday-School, he little ¢xpected that it would éxtend to its present large

imensions; but the work had en in a special manner blessed by Gog, The
8peaker then referred to the difficulty of securing a regular atlendance at gchoo)
and suggésted that visitors should be appointed from each 8
among the families, an

chool to go aroun
d stir them up to-the importance of keeping their children
regularly at the school,

young man, 18 yearg of age, i
great dimculties, in establighip

)1 as g Who succeeded, amig
€ a Sunday-Schoo] at first
but now he had in his sckool ]

78 scholars, 100
This was a useful exa

earts were warm in"the work,

Rev, Gloncl-BuL, Chairman of the Nominating Commituo, then propoged
the following List of Officers, &c., for the Convention ;-

PRESIDENT :

Tax REV. P, g MARLING, Toroxro,

* VICE-PRESIDENTS :
Hon. Jouy McMunmon, Toronto, Rev, Dr, Carprcorr
OHN lAcoonLn, Bsq, « 8. H, Braxs, Esq.,
+ ALkXANDER Torp, “ OBERT, WaLKER, Esq, «
[Additional Vice-Presidents to be appointed at & subsequent stage of the
meeting.] ‘

y Toronto,
"

MINUTE SECRETARIES :
J.J, Woonnouu, Esq., Toronto, / A J, MoKenzig, Esq, Hamilton,
Rev, A, SuraERLAND, Yorkville, ‘ - E. Grarron, Esq., Montreal,
J. A, Borp, Esq., Toronto, . 8. J, Lyumax, Esq., “

: TREASURER :
4 Hon. Jomy McMuamcu, Toronto.

PRINTING AND PUBLISHING COMMITTEE :
Rev, A, Sonmu.un, Yorlm'llé, Convener; Messrs, W, AxpErsony, J, J. Woon-
HOvEs, and II. J, Crarx, Toronto, '

BUSINESS coMMITTEE :

Hon. J, 0. AIxins, Revds, R. F. Burns, D D, aG. Brry, Jony Porrs, and Wy,
MiLLarp ; and Messrs. D, W, Beaouy, F, B, Socorr, A, I, MoKenzre, Jouy Parox,
Davm Morrics; J, J. Woonuovu, F. w. Warsine, P, W, Dayroor, Tuomas
‘Romiv, and H, J OLarx,

The -nominations were unanimously confirmed,

Brethren of the Convention,

rred a very great honour upon
is chair, byt You have alge lai
of responsibility, | profoundly
many Lionoured brethren,
I earnestly ask your ¢o-o
expression used,
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#* So much depends on having- the right man in the chair;” It does. I feel it
deeply ; and ¥ ask myself, “ Who is sufficient for these things?” I could not
obey your call, but for the assurance that you will have me in your hearts, and
make mention of me in your pleadings with our Father. I understand that
pledge to be included in the vote just given, and, thus strengthened, address :
myself to the duties of the chair, Permit me to say that not only is the. =
Sabbath-School cause dear to mysinmost heurt, but that I alse place a very =
high value on these Conventions, as a means of promoting it. In attending (a8 '
I have done) each of the Provincial Conventions already held in Canada, notas s
teacher but as a learner, I have so richly enjoyed the brotherly fellowship on =
these occasions, and bave received so much of stimulus and instruction, that
they are among the happiest recollections of my life. Heart erefore,doI
rejoice that, at length, you have come to Toronto. Welcome t0 our homes and =
hearts, our Churches and schools! May this be the best Convention of the four,
but may the next be better still! You put a President here 10 serve, not to rule.
His function is to be your voiee and your hand, in fulfilling your will. In the
discharge of this duty, it may sometimes be necessary, for the sake of the body,
to cross the path of individual members. The liberty of the whole is not to
sacrificed to the license of any part. Now, if I ever have to call a wande
brother back to the point under discussion, or to stop one who is speaking too long,
please to understand that there will be nothing personal in such a necessary acs.
I am mow simply a piece of clock-work, constructed and wound up by the Con-
vention itself, compelled to go round according to the rules, and when the hand
points to the hour, I must strike—can’t help it! I know, for I have felt, how J
hard it is for a speaker to be thus brought up suddenly, when he has just fairly
got under way, and feels that he is sailing along fairly. That ting of the bo{l 3
is like a sudden box on the ear, or ashot from a gun. But if every one were to .+
speak as long as he might think it desirable, and as often, there would be an
unseemly scramble for the floor; ten would be disappointed for one that would
be gratified ; and conventions would be broken up amid general discontent, If
every speaker will cut off all apologies,’ introducrtions, repetitions, and perora-
tions, dash right into the middle of the subject, and stop when he has done, it
is amazing how much hercan say in five minutes. The three golden rules to be
remembered, are these:—Speak to the point; speak out; and speak short,
Will my fathers and brethren in the ministry allow me to say, that we that are
accustomed to have full swing in the pulpit, the only speakers, with our thirty, O
forty, or sixty minutes, need to drop our preaching habits when we come to & -
Sunday-School Convention? - Verbum sat sapienti, It is one of the dificulties :
and drawbacks of this positien, that the presiding officer does not come to know
the greater part of the members of the convention until its sessions are ne
over. I would that I could call you every one by name, and *“draw out” the
‘““gems of purest ray serene,” whose light is hidden in * dark, unfathomed
caves” of unconquerable bashfulness! Would that I could “ put into the pool”
those whose “infirmity” would keep them at the margin for ** thirty and eight
years,” for always ‘““another steppeth down befape ” them, Their heart is ready
to burst like wine bottles, but their tongue refuses to give it vent. I can onl
invite you all, the humblest as well as the highest, to use the literty of the
Convention as you have opportunity; and ask you beforehand to pardon any
‘sin of ignorance” I may commit in passing by any one who ought 10 be- called
out for speech, or prayer, or office. Just in proportion as our Conventions are
successful, as the members in attendance increase, will it be more difficult for
every member to have a hearing—nay, it will be impossible. But our silent
friends may not always be our least benefactors. T am sure that I but e

the earnest desire of the body when I say, that we want all mere formal and
routine proceedings cut down to the smallest possible dimensions, to have no
“ points of order” arise, or, if ‘“such offences come,” to dispose of them with
the utmost celerity; and so to reserve our whole time for the great cause that
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has brought ui. here. . I cannot express the overwhel

labour, of the value of every moment of time we spend together, In your
name, I earnestly charge those who may serve on our committees, or sustain any
official position i and have it perfectly
work to do in Convention, My brethr
through! Put it through1” I will 4 y but you must g]] help me.
Pardon all thege personal statements. They have.bee i

was desirable, at the outset,

stand one another, And now, brethren, deferring a
occasion of our gathering till the public session in the evening, I ask you to
Jjoin me in prayer to God for Hig presence and blegsi

Programme of Proceedin gs.

peeches from delegates, and
with devotional exercises,

A Communication Was receiv.
delegates attending
and Picture Gallery,

A cordial vote of thanks was tendered to Dr. Ryerson, Chief Superintendent
. of Education, for the kind invitation,

Prof. Seacer, of Cincinnati, who conducted th
of the Convention, was introduced, and ob
the Convention of the North Western Young Men’s Ohristian Associationa, and
Was commissioned by that Convention, and also by the Young Men’s Christian
Association of Chicago, to convey their Christian salutations and fervent prayers
to the members of this Convention, * My, 8. then sung, « Singing for Jegus.”

The Busin

ess- Committee presented a Programme of Procoedings, which was
adopted. 5

ed from the Education,.Otﬁce

y Inviting the
the . Convention to visit the

Normal School Museum,

e singing during all the meetings

The Doxology was then sung; t

he benediction Pronounced by Dr, Burns, of
Ohicago, and the Convention adjou

rned till seven o’clock,

EVENING SESSIQN,
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8 very large—the Ohurch being
filled to S.utmost capacity. After devotional exercises,—

ce at thig—the
ot describe this
Sabbath-Sohoo]
teach, and at the same time
i e Sabbath School
the extent of the
We may be guided in our endeavors to establish

schools in every corner of the land. The labor connected with the Convention
would, he believed be repaid a hundred folq. he very sight of such an
i)ly Was inspiring, Meeting and conversing together, singing and praying
together, hearing each other's trials and eéncouragements,—thege things comfort
i i our minds, increase our charity, and make us in

évery way better and strong, The members of the different
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f & common fajth, He would not forget to speak
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. work to do what they can, with the Divine blessing, to render it more interest-
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the Lord.” But he would not anticipate the address of the Rev. Mr. Topp, who
had been chosen to greet the delegates on behalf of his Toronto fellow Christians.

W

ADDRESS OF WELOOME, AND"REPLIES,
Rev. ArLexaxper Torp, of Toronto, then addressed the Convention as follows :

Mr. Chairman :~It is but right, and what common courtesy demands, when ‘
we meet a friend who has come a long distance to see us, to extend the ;
hand of friendship and cordially invite him to our house and our home. And if =
that is the natura! prompting of the heart between private friends,evensoitis
whén those who are united by the strongest bonds, even the bonds of & common
faith in Jesus Christ, are visited by others who are animated with the same
spirit, and who come in the interest of the same great and glorious canse—that
cause which is destined to prevail and fill the whole earth, I feel persuad
therefore, that I give expression to the sentiménts and feelings not only A3
Ohristian friends in this assembly but of Christian people throughout the eity, =
when I say that we are right glad to see so many of the various denominations
of Christians who are warmly and earnestly seeking to obey the command of
our great Head and Lord, “ Feed my lambs,” assembled together in this city,
and that we cordially extend a welcome to all the members of this Convention,
The friends of truth in this city not only hail your visit as a visit of brethern in
Christ, but as an evidence of the deep and growing interest that is felt in the
Sabbath-School cause, and the anxiety of all who are embarked in this great

ing, more comprehensive and more effeotive. Our lot, sir, is cast in very extra= . =
ordinary times. There is much of unsettledness, even of ¢rror and infidelity &
abroad, and I do not know anything of more importance to the future of the -
Church than that the young should be imbued with right principles and
indoctrinated with the truth of the gospel of Jesus Ohrist. I think it was
John Newton who said, “If we would keep out the chaff we mfst have the'
sack full of good grain,” Even so, if we would. keep the young from error we
must imbue them with the truth of God. I do earnestly trust that the results
of this convention will be to stir up our hearts to greater earnestness in this
good cause. For I am sure we are all met together this evening with the
conviction that *‘ except the Lord build the house they labor in vain that build
it : except the Lord keep the city the watchman waketh in vain.”

But, sir, in offering our congratulstion antd welcome to the delegates and
members of this convention who are our fellow subjects in these Provinces, I
rejoice in being permitted in the name of this assembly, and of the Christiam =
friends of this city, to extend the same cordial greeting to our brethren from
across the lines who have honored us, and who may yet honor us, with their
presence. (Applause). And this for several reasons: 1. The Christian people
of the United States have devoted their attentiou and their energies very largely .
to the cause of Sabbath Schools. Indeed, the Sabbath School there is ome of
the most prominent organizations in connection with the Christian Church ; and
for some of the most interesting, most admirable and useful treatises in regard
to the working of Babbath Schools, and the religious instruction and care of
the young generally, we are indebted to the American mind. 2. We cordially
welcome them because we hope to be largely benefited by the warm outpouring
of their sentiments and their experience in regard to the various departments of
Sabbath School work, and Sabbath S8chool Oonventions such as this. Whatever ‘
tbo{ do, they, for the most part, do warmly and fervently, and we do hope that / =
whilst they may find something not to be despised or overlooked in Canads, /
théir presence with us will be the means of stirring us up to greater earnestness
and devotedness in the nabbath Bchool work. (Applause). 3. We are unde
great obligation to them for putting themselves to the inconvenience—great:
inconvenience in some cases—of coming to visit us on this occagion, And

2 by .
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then, further, we cordially welcome them
the same time, king-folk and fellow sub
and Saviour Jesus Christ,
ments in connection with
Christian people from the
promote those feelings of unity and peace and
minded men will rejoice, and which [ trust will

have long cherished the idea—~and I do not see why it should n
‘that these two nations—one in blood

I believe, sir, that the inter
the cause of Christ and th
two nations, will do far more than an

ngs of civilization and re
pplause), and help to hasten on the glo
rd's house shall be established on the t
ed abbve the hills, and all nations shall
when no man shall peed to say to his brother, “know the Lor
know him from the least unto the greatest.” I will not
longer, but will conclude. by a

liberty over the earth, (A
the mountain of the Lo
taing, and shall be exalt

other side, hoping that the
and much profit also from this

Rev. Wu. H. Poorg,
Oanada, He said :—

Mr. President and Christian Friendg ;m
our appreciation of your invitati
Jour kindness, your homes and y

Yy will have much pleasant i
Convention, (Applause),

of Goderich, then re

ole country finds here a centre.

: &8 & centre an influence which w
lan t whilst we in the cou
from the city we also send you back a
your best men from oyr common ahd o
%o stand at your bar,

e are furnishing y

that there is a principle of reciprocity here : while you send us influences we send

men. We ‘are here to collect those influences which ehall go forth with
us, enabling us to pe still more successful in the great work of bringing the
{ontb Of our land to Christ, I'hope the influence of this meeting will be felt
B every Sabbath-School jn th

f
® country, filling the hearts of all with greater
love for the lambs of Christ’s flock, and leading us all to go fo

rth with renewed
en::fy to obey the command of Christ, “Feed my lambs.” I will not longer
go B you, but will conclude by thanki
ad

IR you most heartily in.behalf of the
anadian delegates whom I have the n

honor to represe for the very
eordial reception we have received, (Cheers.)

The President then introduced

Hon. Taos. F, FLagLes, oijockporr, N. Y., who replied on behalf of the
friends from the United Stat

es. The honorable gentleman wag loudly cheered
on coming forward; He said :

ur grammar schools to fill Your pulpits

y Ladies and Gentlemen :—QOp my own bebalf, and on behalf of
those who with me ba

) ve come from our respective homes across the lines te
attend thig gathering, I feel pleasure in returning our thanks for the kindness

a8 citizens of another country, yet, at
jects of the Spiritual Kingdom of our Lord

change of Christian senti-

good-will in which all Tight«
ever prevail, (Applause). I
ot be realized—
» in language, in religion and in liberty
should unite as one to spread the blessi ligion and true
rious time when
op of the moun-
flow unto it y
d, for all shall
detain thig meeting
gain cordially extending our welcome and con-

gratulation to all the members i i

plied on behalf of the delegates from

We give the very best evidence of
on by accepting it, and coming here to enjoy
our hospitality, We esteem it one of the first
every call of duty,

® counsel with one another, in regard to tlie

earrying on of the great work of Sabbath-Schools, We receive a great deal from
ity i i Our excellent educational system which
From this city there goes
ry school in the land. If this is the case
» WAy may it not be so in connection with
religious instruction of the young ? Why may there not go forth from this
ill be felt in every Sabbath-School in the

But you should remember tha

ntry receive much
great deal. We have sent you many of
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which has been extended to us, and for the promise we have that our sojoura’
here will be one of profit not only to you but to vs also. I am advised, Mr.
President, that the subject of Sunday-School Conventions is one of recent
origin in Canada. In the States of the Union they have become established
institutions. There underlies these Conventions a growing sense of the defi-
ciencies of those who are engaged in the Sunday-School wonk, and hence they
are drawn together to take counsel one with another, and learn improved
methods of teaching, and thus the better to qualify themselves for the work
which they more than ever realize to be great indeed. The Sunday-School
cause has been blessed in the ‘past. Its history is replete with interest and
instruction. Sunday-Schools should from this time forward take a higher
standard of excellence. The Sunday-School teacher—even the best qualified of
them —comes lamentably short of the high standard which should be attained.
But we may look to these gatherings of Sunday-School teachers, increasing in
frequency and interest, as the means under God which shall raise this cause to
that high- standard which we all wish to see attained, and bring under the
influence of the Surday-School the great mass of the young everywhere. The

" Sunday-School should not only be improved, hut it should be extended. There

are large masses beyond the reach of all the influences of this blessed Sabbath
instruction.- The time must come—nay, I believe the time is near at hand-——
when it will be said, “ This is the era of Sunday-School movements,”—the
reaching out to those who are beyond the pale of all religious instruction, the
bringing of them in the morning of life to be interested in the great subject
of religion, instructing them in the oracles of God, and leading them in
the right way. The improvement of Sunday-Schools and the extension of
their influence to all should be the subject towards which our minds should
be directed. It is this idea that has brought so many from the States to
take part with you in this Convention. We are here, Sir, because in the
Conventions which have been held im our own country, we have entoy.d
the valuable cousel and aid of brethren from Canada. We come, too, I should
be frank to say, becauss we feel our deficiencies and wish to gather up and
carry home whatever we may hear that will aid us in our re work. We
live under different governments, each of which may have its excellencies and *
its defects, but blessed be God we are one in this cause. ' (Cheers). If you have
a thought or a plan that will aid us in bringing souls to;Christ, you will give i
to us as freely as we shall freely accept it and take it home with us, and I hope
that no custom-house regulations will be in the way, (Applause), that no patent
or copy-right laws shall hinder our carrying home whatever good we may find
in Oanada, or, as I should say, the Province of Ontario. Is it the influence of
example, or what is it that has led you over here to find a new name ? Is it the
spirit of change which is so proverbial with the Yankee? (Laughter). What-
ever it may be, be it yours to honor the name you have taken, and you can in
no way better honor it than in raising higher the standard of your Sunday
Schools. (Cheers). I thank you, Mr. President, and ladies and gentlemen, for
the opportunity of expressing to you my satisfaction with meeting you onthis
occasion. I trust that in theprogress of these meetings wo shall all be interested
and benefited, and that the Great Master whom we serve will pour out his bless-
il(l:i! upon us and upon those who aid us in the Sunday School work everywhere,
(Cheers).

The Hymn—‘* Blest be the tie that binds,” was sung by the Conventlon‘,
after which Prof. Seager, of Chicago, sang—** Brother you may work for Jesus.”

Tam Presipext said he was glad to be able to introduce to them one who had
had much practical experience in Sabbath School work—Ralph Wells, Esq., of
New York. (Oheers). He had gone down among the lowest of New York
Society, established Sabbath Schools amongst them, and had been the means of
bringing many of the children to Ohrist.

®
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Mr. WeLLs, on coming forward, was war
He said :—The night had been very dark, th
watches came the sound of'the Steam whistle; and in the morning’s dawn, comin

m a close state-room, [ saw on the deck of the old ste
man with a limp in hig gait, walkicg backward and forw|
old sailor, “ Who {s that?” “They ecall him Captain Judk
he been there?” « 4] night; our Captain never sleeps,”
any & time since, when the night seemed dark, and disc
have heard the words ringing in my ears, “

were it possible for his eyes ever to cloge

Some great argument, long years ago, .
busily employed with his pencil. Before he aroge to speak, his cause seemed
% dmoat'hopeleas, but he had not spoken many minutes before the minds of his
8 auditors were changed and he was declared victor, His notes were examined,

y ““ Light, Lord.” It
Was the prayer of that speaker’s heart going forth to God. Such must be
the prayer of the Sabbath School teacher,” “ Light, Lord;” and when he
gets light into his own soul

he cannot help shedding it upon the soul
of another, I myst get a personal Jesus in my own soul if I expect to make

& chord vibrate in the hearts of my children. T must not only begin thig work,
but when I put the harness on I must not expect to lay it off till I die, or m

: Master calle me to another field. This work must be my life work—to win souls
B o Him who gave himself for me. Mr. Wells th
' of an old woman who

#ecured the school-house, I saw.
men—all infidels—with 40 o
telling them of Jesus. One very stormy da

t the thought that perchanoe there mi

if she had not come that rainy

y all the rest wonld bave been lost. Ang when I get to heaven Where [ am

ing, I will meet her there. Thank God for her.” Brother, sister, how do you

sure you are alwayy

ready to deliver God’s message to perishing souls, and in & day that you
think not of, the Spirit of God will touch the heart of some of your scholars,

One step further : 1 have gone to the hardest places I can find in Now York

¢ity, and I have got the children of your friends the Fenians—lots of them there
1o teach, g

» * There is one thing I notice
ee nothing but something of what

Ing too much of that” « Thank God,
d 1, we have got one school with too much Jesus in it. You could not have
d me a higher compliment” Leave ont Jesus! No, No i The great truth
* Jesus died for me » is found in every lesson in the Bible from Genesis to Revel.
ation Let me give you an illustration : Two Years ago a pale faced Youth at
the request of o friend of his joined my bible class. Says he to me, “I dont want

mly greeted by the whole audience,
© Waves were high, and a]] through its

mship Persia, an old
rd, and I said to an
ps.” “How long has
was the reply., And

» surely it could not be when there is such
& gathered scene ag this, when from al]

S
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' to deceive you ; I do not believe a word of the Bible,” * Very well, I am glad ° .
li:‘tl to welcomey yot;." Before two months had passed away that p:{o faced lad :adl 5 ’
ol called on me. Oh!if there was ever a time when those poor feeble hearts of 8
an ours feel that they are utterly nothing it is when some poor sinner says to us, "
hag t How shall I be saved 7 He said he had met-with three questions that trou-

\nd bled him—that Jesus was able to save everybody, that he was as willing as he was
1 able, and that he would save now. “ Why,” said I, “you do'nt belleve that.”
nd “ No, but I never closed my eyes last night thinking about it.” Iread to him
ch the passages containing the proofs of these three points, and then add i
‘en you only believed the Bible how simple it would make it.” *“Ab, but 1 do'ot

I “Then pray to God to help you to believe it.” “ButI dont believe thelr

I a God.” “'Well, take this litttle testament. go home and ask God if there is any

I God.” He went home, and for 36 hours laid the matter before the Lord, and on
8- the third morning he returned, threw his arms around my neck exclaiming, “ 1
g have found Him ; it is all true.” It was the same old word of God, * Jesus died
ry » for sinners.” Take another instance—the case of a young man whom Dr, Skin-
d ¢ ner said was the finest mind that ever went from the New York Oity Thoolog‘lc:l‘ % -
is Seminary. He was the first one after I had found Jesus, to take me by the
d 74 and wish me God’s speed. Said he to me, *‘ Brother, take the Gospels, live in the
[t ol Gospels, get into their meaning and Spirit that you may find the mind of Ohrist.
e ¢ Bury yourself in the Gospels!” I'enquired, “ How did you find Jesus?” He
e ek replied, “ Youknow I was an infidel till I was 35, A poor youngman of inferior
1 e attainments said to me one day, ‘I was wondering whether you ever read the
o i‘ Bible just as any other book, or whether you read it to find out what yonlpn- '
| o viously thought was untrue” Here was an idea I had never thought of. I de-
; Y termined to read the Scriptures with a different spirit. 1 began at Genesls, and,
; b brother, I did not get througzh Genesis before I found Jesus Christ” What was
t 3 it? It was the Word—the blessed word of the living God. The precious pro-
l

mise has never been broken, ** My word shall not return unto Me void.”

Then again, the teacher should wrestle with God in rrlyer for his scholars,
o Do you know the meaning of that agonizing prayer, * Iwill not let Thee go except
Thou bless me”? A week ago last Sabbath one of our teachers at our prelimin.
prayer meeting said that he had three months ago lost a boy from his class.
His father had removed him because, he said, “ His manhood was being sapped.”
The Spirit of the gentle Jesus had taken hold of the boy, and the father thong:
p his manbood was gone, We unitedly offered up an lgonizing prayer for J
poor boy. When we went into the school-room there sat the boy in his seat.
1 You may call it what you will, but God does answer prayer most wondrously,==
The reason why we get so little is because we do not open our mouths wide
God may fill them. How little do we expect the actual conversion of the
g dren to God while we apply God's truth,

g One mare instance : A poor, miserable fellow lay in & cellarin & state of m

pain. His mother came to me and begged fme to go and see him again.
she, ‘' Jesus went lower than that for souls ; won't you so again and see my poor

‘ boy 1" It seemed to me there must be salvation behind that mother's
Y/ heart. I went and saw the poor fellow. He spurned me, and his wife who was
a Jewess spat on the ground to show her contempt, 1 said, “1 do not
my brother, for anything but to speak kind words to you” t man lived &

yeur and a half. My pastor sat at his bedside during the last minutes of his 1ifé
and, “ never,” said he “ during a ministry of 40 years, have I witoessed such
¢lear, plain evidence of real conversion to God” After bis death, his Jow R
wife came to the Session, and said, I feel that the religion that could make
out of my poor husband what he became, must be a religion from beaven, I
think I have found that same Jesus, Will you take me in1” “What was it?
was that feeble mother’s prayer that could not let Him go unless he bl

Oh| the power of earnest faithful prayer! Now for the result. Golnatoz
country home one night a short time ago, a man stepped up to me and told me




of a little boy w

in the elevator, was at the point of death
and wished to 866 me. As soon ag he saw me he said, “Qh

blessed thing it is that I haye found Jesus. I have only a few minutes to live
Let us sing;

“There is a fountain fijled with blood
Drawn from Immanuel’s veins.”

And aftér we had g
nearer.” He clasped
that is all I have to gi
amid loud applause, )

The Hymn—¢« Op | for a thousand tongues,’
Frankland, of Cincinnati, led in prayer,

Rev. R. F, Burys, D.D, of
speaker. He said the deligh

ung it, “ now, teacher,” said the poor boy, ¢ come nearer,
his arms around my neck, kissed me and said, « Teacher,
Ve you ; but you led me to Jesus” (M, Wells sat down

" was then sung after which Rev, Mr,

of St, Catherines, wag the next
tful state of feeling into which the meeting had
been brought by the last speaker reminded him of a little dying child he had
heard of the other day in Uhicago. She said to her father, “ Pa, raise me up a
little,” and the[ather raised her on the pillow. And again she said, « higher,”
and be took he -up in his arms; and stil] she cried « higher,” and he lifted her
till she was in his oOutstretched arms ; and still the little voice whispered « high-
er,” and the little one was taken home, | feel to-night as if we were being
raised higher and yet higher still, We have got up to-night in heavenly places,
and we feel that is good to be here, Notw.ithstunding our differences we feel
to-night that there jg “one faith, one baptism, one G
is above all, and through all and in us all,” ¢ Was on the day before the
‘memorable battle of Trafalgar. that Nelson took i ‘
D quarreling, in sight of the enemy’
*Bhake hands and be friends lik
these last days our Captdin hag b 00ps right in front of the
common foe, and saying to them, « emy ; shake hands and be
friends like good \ nights ago I heard George
H. Stuart tel] o very affecting incident of his going one dark night towards o 1
orthern camp, « Advance and give the countersign,” gaid the sentinel, ;
“ Genesee,” gaid Stuart It was the wrong word, but the sentinel knew the
voice to be that of his olq §

abbath-School teacher, and directed him to go back
and get the right countersign, asked the sentinel,

When Stuart returned he
“Have you got that other countersign?” Thank God, I have, replied’ the
sentinel.” It is « Tpe blood of J

esus Christ cleanseth from all gin | Oh! how
important to get that countersi

gn in time, If we put it off we may have no e

time to go to head-quarters to getit. It would be wrong in me to detain this A

meeting. (Go on 80 on.) I have just come from the city of Chicago where some- /4
ing has been done in connection with the Sabbath-School work Im

fifteen chil
was for a long time carri
Jibraries are there, Ten ye

1 ay sa £
that 35 years 8g0—in 1833—the first Sabbath-School was started there, witg u,
dren and four teachers. The library of that early Sabbath School
od i .

ars ago the first Mission School was started in that ( 8
city. Some 17 persons met in g railway car, and hence th i
. Railroad i

work is going on, and the disposition ig
froth the haun

I pray God that one of the results of
more than eve i

Ohurch schools, but fee] increasingly the necessity of gathering the outcasts
society and bringing them to the feet of Josus, The faithful Sabbath.
| teacher will never lose his reward, for his Master has said, « Verily!l

8&y unto you, you shall in no wise lose your reward” © He that goeth forth
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'l: weeping as he bears this precious seed, will doubtless come again with
e rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.” \
“ Press on, press on, nor doubt, nor fear,
From age to age this voice shall cheer;
Whate'er may die, and be forgot,
Work done for God, it dieth not.” (Applause). ;
E’ The Hymn—*Oh! hélp me sing for Jesus,” was sung, after which by request,
. Prof. Seager sang, * Your Mission.” ‘ Nearer my God to Thee,” was then sang,

a prayer offered up, and the first day's proceedings came to a close.
/ :

SECOND DAY.—MORNING SESSION.

The Convention met at 9 a.m., the President in the chair. The first half hour
was occupied in devotional exercises led by Mr. Ralph Wells, after which the
minutes of the first day's proceedings were read and confirmed. The President
announced that a number of delegates were present from the United States, and
he hoped they would hand in their names to the Committee. He was glad to
gee ladies as well as gentlemen present from the neighbouring Republie. '

The business Committee presented a report recommending the appointment of '
the following Committees :—

Ox ResoLurions.—Rev. John Wood, Brantford ; Rev. Charles Walker, St.
Catherines; Rev. R. F. Burns, D.D,, Chicago; F. W. Torrance, Esq, Montreal ;
Rev. E. H. Dewart, Toronto.

On CrepenTiALS. —Messrs. D. Buchan, Convener; W. Kerr, G. Harcourt, G,
Goulding, W. Anderson and W, Kennedy.

GENERAL SECRETARY'S REPORT.

The Secretary, Rev. W. MiLuarp, then read the Second Annual Report of the
Association, as follows :—

As we present the Sgcoxp RerorT oF THE SABDATH-S0HOOL ASSOCIATION OF
CaNADA, gratitude and praise are called forth, and we say, * Bless. the Lord, O
* my soul : not unto us, not unto us, O Lord, but unto Thy name, be the praise.”

With all the evils that distress the Christian’s mind, ma the least of which is
a subtle infidelity, attempting the sapping of the foundations of the Christian
Church, and religious institutions, we have great cause of rejoicing this day
that the Sabbath-School is spreading in extent, brightening in intelligence, and
prospering in the religious training of millions of youths, and in the decided
conversion of thousands. We bless God that Italy, Germany, and France, as
well as Great Britain and her colonies, and the United States of America, are
all furnishing abundant and increasing proof of the wisdom and excellence of
this means of training the children for God and His service ; so that the Church
really looks to her Sabbath-Schools for the sons and daughters who shall fill
up the ranks of the fallen, swell her legions to do battle for the Lord, and maine
tain and carry the standard of the Cross ‘ where'er the foot of man has trod.”

The past year has been memorable in Sabbath-School history. The capital
of France has been not only the emporium of fashion, the repository of the arts,
and the exposition of all nations ; but in gay and polite Paris, side by side with
the admirable display of the Bible Society, has been exhibited the literary furni-
ture of the Sabbath 8chool Societies of the world ; and as a companion to the
Evangelical Alliance was found the International Sabbath-School Convention.
At this gathering of great and good men from England, the United States of
America, the Netherlands, Germany, Switzerland, and France, Canada was well




represented by the Rev, Dr, Ormiston, whose réport as the respected delegate of
this Association we anticipate,
¢

4 -
The London Sunday-School Union is prosperous ; the statistics furnighed by the
London and County Unions are far more

complete than previously, Seventy-two
per cent. of teachers are Church members, and seventy-six per cent. of the

teachers have been Sunday scholars ; about 8,000 have Joined the Church,

On the contingnt of Europe, agents have been employed in France and
Germany under the patronage of the London Sunday-School Unjon, Subscrip-

tions to this work amounting to about $4,000 have been received, towards which
Mr. Woodruff, of Brooklyn, N.Y., has been a large contributor,

In the United. States we have remarkable instances of God’s blessing on
Christian intelligence, liberality, devotedness, and prayer. Many States, and g
multitude of Counties therein, have each in their turn recorded abundant fruit-
fulness. Of Ohio it is said, “ The work has been prosecuted during :he past

ear"with a holy, earnest energy, never before equalled ; nearly all the countieg

ave been organized, a higher standard of teaching is observable, and, above all,
conversions have multiplied ; the corps of competent teachers has much en-
larged, and the misgion work is being prosecuted with astonishing vigour,”—
Brother Childlaw reports 10,000 conversions in this State, 4

New York State reports over 9,000 conversions in its Sunday-Schools, Illi-
nois, with its 3,000 Sunday-Schools, 30,000 teachers, and 300,00
represented in Convention in June last by 2,000 Sunday-School workers, - The
100 counties of this State have all permahent Sunday-School ganizations, In
one county of [llinois 46 pew schoolg /have been organize uring the year;
$100,000 have been spent in

the interest of Sunday-Sch in this county
during the past year,

In another county they have 1,000 more children attend-
ing Sunday-Schools than are in the day-scho

Before the Illinois Convention broke up, upwards of $5,000 were subsgcribed,
in sums of not less than five dollars each,

We rejoice to record such
ment and faith of the d
$urn to that which is th

The Executive Comm

ols.

prosperity for God’s glory, and for the encourage-
evoted Sunday-School teachers of Canada, and now we
¢ more immediate object of this Report,

ociation of Canada have,
during the past year, held sixteen meetings on business, terminating in thig

Oonvention, he recommendation of the Montreal Convention, respecting
ionary Agency in Capada, has received due consideration,

ds for the same, an appeal was made 1o the Sabbath-Schools of our country;
result bas been that 115 schools havé contributed in Sums varying from
30 cents to $24.38, amounting to $342.54, he ‘amount may not appear lar R
but when we remember that it is the pence of the children we are very thnnkfﬁ.
time elapsed before the Executive Committee could, in all respects, find a
le person as a missionary, At last, by an application to the Montreal

“ Oanada Sabbath-School Uni

on,” the services of the Rey. John McKillican, the

nary agent of tha Association, were obtained for the. work until thig
Convention. Mr, McKillican has been dey

the Counties of Simcoe and Grey, From the reports received from that gentle-
Man and others, the Executive Committee are satisfied that s necessary and
work has been begun. Appeals from other sections of this Province teach
importance of prayer to “the Lord of the barvest, that He would send
forth laborers into the haryest,” and that with earnest prayer for willing and

wise workers, it ig the bounden duty of this Association to devige and proéure
the means of maintaining and multiplying such missionary agency. Mr. MeKilli-
€an reports 24 new schools organized.’ Out of the fund given by Sabbath-

hools, twenty dollars have been appropriated for books fo

r the schools newly
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* organized, and the “ Upper Canada Religious Book and Tract Bociety” has

{

generously granted a like sum in books for the same purpose. Such aid was
necessary, as the people of our new gettlements, for the most part, are unable
to provide Sabbath-School requisites of the most ordinary kind, while they are
hearty in welcoming the missionary, and in having Sabbath-Schools organised.

Much labour and correspondence has been expended by your Secretary in
obtaining the statistics of the Sabbatb-Schools of Onta:io and Quebec. Several
of our counties are still without secretaries, and but few have organized Associ~
ations. There is, too, a general complaint on the part of 2he county secretaries
of great difficulty in obtaining statistics—of the unwjfingness on the part of
some to give any information of the state of their #thools, even of the num-
ber of teachers and scholars.

The elections which have lately taken place have been a hindrance to some
obtaining and rendering the reports required by‘this Association ; but it is con-
sidered that the principal obstacle in the way is a misunderstanding on the part
of many, of the real objects of this association in requesting such information,
We pray, work, and look, for better things. -We greatly desire that a candid
and honest expression may, at this Convention, be given, which uh‘hﬂ-

org’

prejudice, and bring over those who stand aloof.

In a few counties, Conventions have been held, and asgociations
but many have had none.

We are convinced that if some plan could be devised and carried out.,“b!
which -every county and city should be organized, much- would be gained.
This also is submitted : forty counties has been heard from, more or less, but the
returns are very imperfect :—

ized,

Number of Schools reported ......ovvvievvcsnssscnnnne 1,236
Numbor OF TOROROIS . cocoooccosinssnsssocnsnsssinsgins 10,477
Nomber of SCholAr® scccicococscs cssvstssnsrpsvsnsss 90,608

It is hoped that before the Report of the Proceedings is published, ofhér
information may be received to render it more complete.

Respectfully submitted by
WILLIAM MILLARD, General Secretary.

After some little discussion the report was adopted.
The Hymn —*‘ Rest for the weary,” was then sung.

Prof. Seager also sang a solo—* Stand like the brave with thy face to the
foe.” .

‘The Chairman having retired, the chair was taken by John Macdonald, Esq.

L PRIZE ESBAYS.

The Prize Essay Committee then presented their report It may be neces-
sary for the information of those who were not present at the Convention to
state that during the year two prizes—one of $50, and one of $25—~had been
offered for the best Essays on ‘‘Sunday-School Conventions; their objects a d
impertance, and the best methods of conducting them,” and a commltzc
appointed consisting of Revs. Alex. Topp, F. H. Marling, E, H. Dewart, and W.
Millard, to adjudicate upon the merits of the respective productions. The
Essays were all sent to the General Begretary, accompanied by a sealed
envelope containing the name and residence of the writer, and these envelopes
were not opened till the award of the judges had been declared. The ‘whole
number of Essays sent in was ten. The part of the Report referring to the
prizes was as follows :

That taking into view all the re(iuiremento of the case, the Essay with the

L4
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motto “ Feed my Lambs,” is, in the opinion of the Judges, entitled to the Firet
Prize, and that with the motto Canadensis,” to the Second. .

The Essay, “ Prove all things,” although not coverin the whole ground
required, is marked by so much excellence in respect to tho ght and expression

s to be entitled to spécial honourable mention. Several other Essays are
characterised by considerable merit,

_ A call having been made for the

names of the successful competitors, the
Ohairman proceeded to open the enve

lopes, and announced as follows :
First Prize—Rev. George Bell, Clifton.

Se.ond Prize—Rev, J. Wood," Brantford, :

Fonorable Mention—Rey, A, Sutherland, Yorkville.

ORAL REPORTS FROM COUNTY BECRETARIES,

Brief oral reports from County Secretaries were now called for. From these
it was seen that in districts where branch associations were formed the schools
were in a more efficient condition ; and all the speakers urged the necessity

and importance of forming County and Township Asspciations, The present-
ing of these reports closed the morning session,

[Abstracts of written Reports from County Secretaries,

will be found at the
end of this pamphlet.]

4

AFTERNOON SESSION.
MISSIONARY’S REPORT.

Rev. Mr. l?\lflg.ucu. missionary of the Association, said he entered upon his
work in the midle of July, while the excitement of an election and the labours
of the harvest tended to distract the attention of the ¢

the people. He found many deficiencies in the schools, inde
#oy that he found a single one furnished as it ought to be,
the schools he visited were properly in order the attendance he believed would
soon be doubled. Up around Muskoka Lake, and back 50 miles from that, he
established a number of schools, the people willingly assisting as far as their
limited means would permit. North of Simeoe, he went within 60 miles of
Lake Nipissing, settled all the way by poor men living in shanties, and whoge
cipal provision consisted of potatoes.. Here he organized some schools,
g‘:x:o of the people hud ot heard a sermon preached for upwards of three

Years. Of course, it was very difficult, under thege circumst.anceu, to carry on
a school after it was started.

- made in Toronto to do something toward
regard to Sabbath-Schools. At Three-mile
families—some of them having 6 and 10 oh
The young spent the Sabbath in bunting and fis 0g, and the parents, though

. uneultivated, felt pained to gee the religious edqcation of their children
neglected. He would recommend his friends who #

when they have a little leisure, to visit those back secti

wonld ecure them most efféctually, He organized
supplied them with books. About $40 or $50 were
ments in that way. He found the people of these
but he was always received with unbounded kindnes
sections were as precious as any in the land, and if christians who were more
favoured. were to allow these children to grow up ngglected they would not be
guiltless. Young men and women could be found working there under circum-
stances of great difficulty, and they should be visited and encouraged, West
of Penetanguishepe there was a vast extent of country without any means of

n—and no Sabbath-School.

8 of the country, It
several schools there, and
spent in those new settle-
new settlements very poor,
8. The youth of these new
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religious instruction. As the result of his visit/he stated that 24 new schools
bad been organized, with 117 teachers and 847(children; 36 schools had been
visited, employing 213 teachers, with an attendance b 2861 schbhra; 86
sermons and addresses delivered, and $200 womh of books distributed. The
speaker then alluded to the cases of three or four of the Penitentiary

as showing the result of the neglect of early religious training, and conclnde&
by urging on the Convention to put forth greater efforts to reach the youth in
the most remote parts of the land. . !

The Chairman announcéd, that the Mission Fund amounted to $342, the
contributions solely of Sunday-School children,

The Hymn, “ Battling for the Lord,” was sung by Prof. Seager.

The Hon. Jobn McMurrich, Treasurer of the Association, presented his
Report, which will be found at the end of this pamphlet.

BLACKBOARD TEACHING IN INFANT CLASSES.

Mr, Rarpn WeuLs, of New York, was then called on to explain his mode of
using the blackboard in teaching his infant classes in the Sunday-Schools. “He
said, that long ago our public school “teachers felt the power of the eye in com-
municating instruction, For years the blackboard has been an established
institution in the public schools. Little by little it is being brought into use in
the Sunday-Schools. Like everything else, its use can be made perfectly ridicu~
lous, and then it is laid to the charge of the blackboard, and not to the persons
who use it. The speaker then gave an illustration of the power of the eye in
teaching, by relating an inci'ent which happened in connection with his own
infant class in New York. He wrote on the blackboard a line of verse, and
requested the children to make another line to rhyme with it. This being done,
with a little assistance, another line was taken, and 8o on several times. In the
same manner he made up another couplet, which was not written on the board.
Then all were rubbed off, and the children requested to repeat them. Those
that were written were -readily given, but the other one they bad forgotten,
They had seen the first, but not the other. Take, coutinued Mr. Wells, my last
Sabbath-School lesson—the eighth commandment.. I wrote on the top of the
blackboard, ““Dost thou steal ?” in preference to *Thou shalt not steal,” as
being more pointed. Teaching is questioning hings into & child, and then
questioning them out again. I never make my blackboard exercise, my children
make it. I merely lay out the plan; the filling it out comes from them, or the

think it-does, which is just about as good. I wrote upon the blackboard, under
‘“ Dost thou steal 1" the words, thus :— ;

Common ways, | Causes, | Remedy.

I called npon the children—a child will remember a thing that he hears from
another child ten times as long as he would if it came from you; every one
waante to hear what that boy says—I asked one, “ What is a common way: of
stealing 7" “ Well, sir,” said one little fellow, “I nw?l: little boy t'other day,
his mother had sent him for milk, and he drank half of t, and then went to the
pump and pumped it full.” I believe in practical teaching. I would not like

stand up before those children. and tell them, “ Beware, when you get to 3
cashiers of a bank, not torob the drawer.” But stealing milk—that produced
sundry nudges all through the class; that came heme. 8o I put down “ Milk”
under “ Common ways,” as being very expressive. ‘‘ Another way of stealing 7’
“ Pishin’ lessons; gettin’ the lesson from another boy, and not learnin’ it
mﬁelf." So “Fishing Lessons” was put down. *Another common way ?”
‘“Please sir, stealin’ time.” “ What time 2" “ Why, sir, whet Mr. French sends
me to do something, and I stop to look at the windows. Stealin’ Mr. French's
time.,” ‘' Errands” was accordingly put down next.. To a little glrl’ “ What
way can you tell me?” “What my teacher told me this morning, ‘stealing

\‘

.




God’s time.'” “What is that?” “Playin’ on Sundays:” So “ God's time”
was written. From another little girl, * Borrowin’ books, and forgettin’ to send
them back again.” “ Very well ; can any of you think of anything else people
sometimes forget to return on rainy days?” ¢ Umbrellas!” went up from a
dozen voices. ‘“Borrowing books” was then put down. Next answer, ‘ Found
things.” I said to a little boy, “Suppose you don’t know whose it is, and keep
it; what then?” “ Well, if I don’t know whose it is, I have a right to it,” said
the little fellow, “ Very well, it is a question; how many think that they have
a right to keep it when they don’t know whose it is?” No hands up. There's
dn intnition about these things, * Missionary money,” was the next answer.
“How can you steal missionary money?” 1 knew a little girl,” said one of
the girls, ““and her mother-gave her a penny to put in the box, and she kept it.”
“How do you know. that ?”  “’Cause I was the little girl.” The next thing we
bad was “Playing.” “Inchin’ marbles,” said one litile boy. “ What's that?”
 Why, sir, inchin’ 's cheatin'.” The next common way of stealing that the class
pave was, “ Making bargains.” And then I told them a story about a little boy
who had some brass buttons, and another boy who had a beautiful ship. The
boy with the buttons got the other little fellow to swap off his ship for the but-
tons and a penny, though the ship was worth ten times the buttons ; and then,
#aid I, Do you think God wrote down that he stole?” * Yes, sir,” in a low
voice, was the answer. ‘Bargains” was therefore next written down. Char-
acter” was the next answer got. “How in the world ean you steal character?”
‘“ Well,” says she, “I can say that girl over there is a very bad girl—I suppose
that's a way of stealing character.” Oh, how hard it is to rob a man or a
woman of character merely out of thoughtlessness, or a desire to appear
favourably in the contrast! So “Character” was put down. The*next was
“Servants.” As fifty of our scholars are “living out,” that came home to’a
great many. One girl says, “ Taking home things to mather from mistress.”
Then we came to the “ Cquses.” The first answer I got was “ignorance,” and
the second, “ covetousness\” But time will prevent us from dwelling on this
point. “The Remedy,” The first answer was in these four words, “ Thou God
seest me.” “Very well; what, then, should that lead you todo?’ *“It should

lead me to go to Jesus with my poor, dishonest, guilty heart, and get him to
give me an honest heart.”

Take another illustratign—the third commandment. “How broken?” Why
broken ?” “ Why not?”/ “ How broken :” First, “ Profane swearing ;" second,
“ Oh, gracious I” was written down as covering a great deal of swearing, that
is called by other 8. “Making fun of the Bible;” and those covert Bible
puns;that I have known even deacons of the church guilty of—taking a passage
~of Scripture, and trying to make something very smart out of it. * Making fan

of the Bible” was accordingly put down in the column “ How broken.” Tak-
ing God's name in vain, by singing improper songs,” and “ Praying with the lips
alone,” These were the five divisions of “ How broken” Why broken :" “ Got
mad,” was the first reason I got from the children. The second was, “ Didn't
think ;" the third, “ Think it's big;" and the fourth, “Bad company.” Then,
“ Why not:" “Not right;” “Bible says so i" “ungenteel, unmanly ;" “ useless;”
“bad place.”

Take another illustration entirely different.: At one of our lessons T wrote
on the blackboard, “ Almost thou persuadest me tg be a Ohristian.” Six months
or a year after, I was called to see a little girl, When she saw me she says, “I
have got some good news to tell u; I have become a Christian.” “ How do

ou know that?” “Beecause I hate sin.” That is it; when a/¢hild shows by

er life that she hates sin, that is, perhaps, one of the strongest evidences that
the love of Jesus is in her soul. Says she, “ Those words on the blackboard,
‘Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian,’ kept coming up before my eyes
all day, and a voice in my ears, ‘ Almost!' why not altogether? Why not?”
And that girl attributed her salvation, under God, entirely to those words on the
blackboard. We hear similar instances, again and again, from different teachers,
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The Speaker next remarked that he always made it a point before singing a
hymn to make the children understand it. Take the Hymn.

“ How wondrous is the Book Divine,
By iuspiration given,”

This was the illustration, * What does inspiration mean, Mary ?” says Johnny,
‘““how do you suppose the Bible got down here ?” “ Don’t know, Johnny, unless
God throwed it down.” *“ No, he did'nt, else the corners had got turned down.”
‘I know, God spoked it" “No, men could'nt hear him.” “Iknow Johnny.”
“How?” “@God putit into men's thinks.” ‘How wondrous is the book divine'’
that God put into men's “thinks.” After two or three other illustrations of &
similar character, Mr. Wells proceeded to offer a fow practical suggestions to
teachers. One great object to be attained in teaching a class is to secure the
undivided attention of the whole class. One plan he adopted, and with good
success, was whenever he saw a boy looking off to ask him a question. Another
was to induce the children to ask questions to one another about the lesson.
He also urged on them the importance of visiting the children at their
that they might become better acquainted with their character, and thus be
better able to apply the truths of the gospel to each individual case, He also
gave an interesting account of the first Sabbath School class he ht. He
urged teachers to be practical, to come down to a level with the chil and
then raise them up. A great deal of teaching was worse than lost because the °
children do not understand it. The time allotted to Mr. Wells being now up,
he resumed his seat amid applause,

The business committee then nominated the followilzsgentlemen as a special
committee to report upon the whole missionary work :—S. B. Scott, Thos. Muir,
D. W. Beadle and Mr, Rutherford. pary

‘“ How precious is the Book divine,”. was sung.

Prof. Ssaaxr then occupied half an hour in explaining the best way of teachin
singing in circumstances where there are neither books nor instrument. He
remarked that that kind of music should be introduced into Sunday Schools that
the children love to hear, and that the room should be made as attractive as
possible by means of flowers and pictures. The time on a Sabbath mornin
should mot be taken up in learning a new piece. Never lot the Sunday Schoo
become a Singing School. Such tunes as *“ How tedious ang tasteless the hburs,”
&c:, should be avoided — they drive away the scholars. No school can lingn'wr:h
without having occasional rehearsals, and these should not be in the morning
before she School opens—the one-half won't be there. Let them be on some
week day or Sabbath afternoon. In Schools where they had no books he weuld
advise this plan of teachthg the singing:—Let the teacher first read the piece,
then sing it, then go back to the beginning and sing the first couplet two or
three times, then let the class join in with him, and in a short time both the
tune and the words would be learned. But the teacher must be sure and have
the piece thoroughly himself before he commences. Prof. Seager then sang
several pieces.

DISOUSSION ON TOPIO NO, ELRVEN.

The eleventh topic named in the circular, viz., *“ The end of Sabbath-School
Instruction,” was then brought up for consideration,

Rev. Dr. OrmisTox was called on to open the discussion. He said that s
clear and definite idea of the end to be attained was indispensable to efficient
action anywhere. The Great Oreator had the ends specially before him when
he created all things. A man without a purpose is no man at all. The necessity
for a discussion of this subject arose from the fact that different objetts have
been aimed at in different schools; by some, teaching to read, teaching the
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eatechism, singing, while some converted their schools intd a drill room, and
taught a kind of gymnastics. The question arises, are these ends, however
valuable in themselves, worthy of the Sabbath School? Provision was made
for these objects outside of the Sabbath School, and the great end of the Sabbath
School teacher is to win souls to Christ. The one end to be aimed at is the
spiritual culture of the children entrusted to our care. Attain it as you may, with
& blackboard or without it, with singing or without it; but let each teacher
have that end clegrly and definitely before his mind. The next question is, who
should teach? The Christian Church alone should have charge of the Sabbath
Schools, and none should teach but those whom she approves of. The end of
the teaching settles who should teach, as well as how. If the end is to win
souls to Obrist, then the teachers should be those who have felt the power of
Ohrist's love in their own hearts. Class teaching had its advantages, but he
must insist upon individual teaching as well. The children of the church should
be reared in as well as by the church. The teacher should strive to make his
children first Christisus, then intelligent Christians.

Rey. E. H. Dewarr, of Toronto, said thers was a danger of their forgetting to
some extent the great end of their work, and resting on the means as if that
itself was the end. It should be impressed upon the teacher every time he enters
his school, that the real end of his work is the salvation of the children. He
should feel that his work is comparatively a failure unless some real, practical,
spiritual results flow from his teaching.

Rev. P. G. Coox, of Buffalo, said he bad just come from a similar Con-
vention in that city, in which this was one of the topics discussed. The language
of the Baviour, “ Suffer little children to come unto me,” showed that we should
seek to convert the chiildren now, without any delay.

Rev. 0. W. Borron, of New York, mentioned an instance of three model
lessons taught before a Sunday School Convention in London, England On
being requested to criticise, they could not find a fault until a gentleman rose
and pointed out that in the last teacher's lesson there was not -one mention of
Ohrist. He took the rebuke to himself, because he had not discovered the omis-
sion He exhorted them never to teach without mentioning Christ, even ifthe time
be ever 80 limited.

Rav. Mz. Daun, of Illinois, said that a great revival had taken place in his
neighborhood, on returning from a Convention of this kind, more than a hundred
converts being addgd to the Church. He hoped to see similar results flow from
this Convention. ‘

Rav. Hexzy Goroox, of Gananoque, said it was a great mistake to put one
branch or instrumentality of the Church in antagonisth to another. The Sabbath
Bchool was one of the most important of these instrumentalities.

Rev. Mr. Goopmax, of Toronto, said the erd is the salvation of the children,
nothing more, nothing less. If we do not gain that end our schools are in vain.

Mm, D. W. Beaoie, of St. Catherines, mentioned an instance in conpection
with his own Sabbath-8chool, to show the power of persevering prayer. They
might'be long in reaping the f'ruit, but the fruit would come.

It being now 5 o'clock, the meeting was brought to a close, after the usual
devotional exercises.

EVENING SESSION,

On the opening of the Evening Session, the Church was soon crowded, many
being obliged to go away for want of room. After devotional exercises,—

Mr. Raven Waris, again illastrated his mode of using the blackbonrd by
. teacbing an infant clags collected for the purpose from two or three of the city
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Sunday-Schools; There were about 30 children, of ages varying from fotir to
eight. They first repeated a simple prayer, after thejr teacher, then sang a
little hymn which he bad taught them in the few minutes he had them under his
care previous to bringing them on to the platform, The lesson was the * Pass-
over,” and by simple illustrations he continuall brought forward the ope great
truth that our hearts must be sprinkled with the blood of Jesus before we can
be saved from the destroying angel. The lesson was made very interesting,
and left a deep impression upon the minds of all who listened to it.

After a collection had been taken up—

Rev. Mr. Franxrano, of Cincinnati, presented the greetings of the Ohio State
Sabbath-School Union, and expressed his pleasure at meeting 80 many distin-
uished friends of the Sabbath-School. He said he had been requested to say a
ew words in rogard to the best method of gathering together destitute and
neglected children. He had labored in that field for the last eight or ten years.
There were two classes of delegates present—one from the city, the other from
the country—who looked at this matter from two seperate stand.points. Yet
the people of the country had a deep Interest in the welfare of the city. Every
year, as the young men leave their homes to go out into the wide world, many
of them turn to the city as the place where they fancy they are to make their
fortunes. Many a time had he stood in the city by the dead body of some poor
boy whose pious parents lived far away in some retired rural district. Through
the city there flows a stream, its waters dark, muddy and turbid. Whence came
these waters ? Far away at the foot of the mountains there are little rills pure as
crystal, bright and beautiful ; but the waters flow downward gatherin puri-
ties as they go, and by the time they reach the city they are turbid an mnddy,
unfit for use. Just so it is with life. Tt commences almost pure, but gath
impurities on its way, it becomes cormgted and defiled; and only from the
blood of Jesus can purity come, The Ohurch of the Lord Jesus Christ is the
divinely appointed means for the salvation of the world, but the Almighty God
has given to his Church the Sunday-School as a means of labor, as one of the
most honored instrumentalities whereby they can bring souls to God. ' Jesus
came to seek as well as to save; and when those disciples of John questioned
him concerning the proofs of his divinity, he told them among other things “ the
poor have the gospel preached unto them.” There is a power in the gospel of
Ohrist to reach the lowest. In every city where christian men and women are
itis felt. If we only devote ourselves to the work of reclaiming these destitute

ones, the Lord Jesus will open up the pathway, and secure to us the victory.
Hll.gtho, speaker’s) experience taught bim that. He had known instances
which one little child been the means of bringing a whole family to Ohrist.

He appealed to all present to be more earaest and faithful in the great work that
was before them, :

Prorssson WiLsow, of Toronto, was then introduced by the Chairman, He
said that although unprepared to address them at length, he gladly responded
to the eall of the Oonvention to say a few words. In reference to the best
method of interesting scholars in the cause of missions, he would say that the
teacher must himself be thoroughly in earnest. He referred to the School in
connection with St. James' Oathedral, where pupils were trained to become
fature teachers. A colleotion is taken up every Bunday morning for, Mission
purposes. Year before last their attention had been specially directed to the
prosecution of Indian Missions on the shores of Lakes Superior and Huron, and
collections were raised for that purpose. A sum of money was raised towards
providing —what was much needed—a mission boat for the Indian Mission on
Lake Buperior., Other children also subscribed to the fund, and this summer
the boat was safely launched. He thought the Indian Missions had special
claims on Oanadians. It might be well for the churches of Britain to look to
their vast East India Possessions, to their African Colonfes, and to other mis-
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sionary fields where the flag of England floats, but the Indians of North America
have tHe first: claim upon us, We have displaced their forefathers from their
lands, and it is sad to hear, as we do'almost daily, of massacres perpetrated by
hordes of Indians, and also of Indians cut down and exterminated by whole
tribés. He thought better results would follow if the contributions of Sabbath-
Schools were directed to a special mission than to missions generally: The
children would take more interestin it. He hoped and believed that the fruits
of this Conrention would be manifest in the improvement and extension of
Sabbath-Schools. throughout the whole country.

Mr. DALz, of Illinois, then addressed the Convention, Sabbath-Schools in his
State, he was happy to siy, were in a very prosperous condition. They claimed
the credit of having the best organized association in the Union. In the State of
Ilinois there were over 100 counties, in each of which they had an organization,
and each had sent in a complete report at their last Convention, The statistics

resented at that Convention showed that they had over 3000 Sabbath-Schools
n Illinois, 30,000 teachers and officers, and 300,000 children. =This was mainly
due to some half-a-dozen active, earnest, working laymen. (Applause.) The
President of the Association used to be one of the leaders of what are called
“ the fast young men.” After his conversion, although a wealthy man, he went
into business with more earnestness than ever, but with a different object in
view. It is said he made $10,000 the first year after his conversion, every
dollar of which he gave to the cause of Christ. Now every year he spends
eight months working for Jesus. At our convention we endeavour to raise an
interest throughout the County in Sabbath-Schools ; and notner ‘object is that
the Spirit of may reach the people, and that a glorious revival may break
out after the Convention closes. We are also trying to do missionary work a
little nearer home than Lake Superior or Lake Huron. We have “ heathen ” all
around-us in all our large cities, thousands who never come under the influence
of the gospel excepting through the missionary effort that is being put forth by
our Sabbath-School Associations. Mission schools are established ; and the
fruit of their work has been glorious. The way we manage is this :' The State
Association appoints officers all over the State; these officers call Conventions
in their different counties. County Associations are then organized, and these
appoint an officer for each township, whose duty is to establish an Asso-
#lation in his own township. By these means our Associations spread like a
'net work over the whole State. Of course sacrifices had to be made by indivi-
«duals, but the cause was worthy of it. The speaker concluded by remarking
that be was born under the old flag of England, and he did not think it neces-
-sary, in order to be & good citizen of the United States, to stigmatize the land
-of his birth. He hoped the two countries would go hand in hand in this great
*Sabbath-School work, as well as in every ‘other work for the elevation of the
.human race.

Prof. Seager sang~‘‘ There's a work for you to do”

Rev. 8. B. Jonxsox, one of the Agents of theUpper Canada Bible Society, nert
«Offered a few remarks. It was a grand sight xheo such a gathering as this, all
brought together for the sake of the little ones, the lambs of the flock, to make
them happier, holier, and more useful. The effects of this- Convention will be
:felt in the future; good motives, good thoughts, good deeds, never die. The
Bible Society, at an important committee meeting the previous night, had
«commissioned him to make known to this Convention that in any back parts
«of the country where new Schools were  being started, they might have all the
\bibles and testaments they wanted, simply by making application. (Applause.)

Rev. 0. W. Bourox, compared the children to a fleet of vessels bound for their
different destinations, and the question comes up, will they reach thei‘r“ron in
safety, or be shipwrecked on their way. There is  responsibility laid upon
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every one to care for the young. Christ died for all, and those poor creatures
that wander through our streets, houseless and homeless, sometimes have
thoughts upwards. To bring these to Christ was not a labor ; we should rather
call it & work in which we loved to engage. There is a work for all to do.
God does not like to see any of his people idle. If the children around us
perish, are our skirts free from their blood? May God give you and me grace
to go forth to this work with renewed zeal and earnestness.

\ REPORT OF DELEGATE TO THR INTERNATIONAL B. B, CONVENTION IN PARIS,

The Chairman then announced that Rev, Dr. Ormiston would give an account of
his recent visit to the International Sabbath-School Convention, held in Paris
in June last, 5

Dr. OrMisToN, on coming forward, was greeted with loud cheers. He sald he-
had not been in Paris two hours before he found himself in a meeting held in con--
nection with Sabbath School work. This meeting was addressed among others-
by the Rev. Newman Hall, who gave them an account of what was being done
in England to bring out the working classes to hear the gospel. In the building,
which was within the precincts of the great Exposition, an hour's prayer-meeting
was beld daily, and he was sorry to say that many Protestants from Britain and
America spent weeks at the Exposition without once visiting this place of wor-
ship. He attended it regularly, and was much benefitted, It would not be in
teresting to go over in detail all that was done at that International Convention ;
but he would rapidly glance at the features most interesting to Canadians. The
first meeting was devoted to the receiving of delegates. ' There were delegates
from the United States, Canada, England, different parts of France, Belgium,
Holland, Germany, Switzerland, Prussia, and Italy, He never saw & finer ex-
hibition of Christian courtesy and of warm hearted hospitality than Was man-
ifested on that occasion. A right cordial welcome awaited all delegates, come
whence they might. And when the ceremony of reception which was a little dis-
tinguished from ours by a greater amount of formality, was ended, replies were
given by some of the delegates, and reports were read from the Sunday Schools in
Paris and in different parts of France. These reports brought out some striking
peculiarities. Their course of operations is altogether distinct from ours. They
have the same faith, the same Lord, the same Word, the same love for souls ; but
their wants are peculiar, and the courage required to meet them, and the perse-
verance to overtake them are far greater than with us. As a proof of this,
imagine an attempt to introduce Sabbath-3chools among children of Roman
Catholic parentage. Even though the parents are willing to have their children
taught the word of God, they are prevented by the ecclesiastical authorities.
In view of this, it will not be surprising to find that the children generally
regard the Sabbath as a grand holiday. These things have to be contended
with by those who undertake to teach Sabbath-Schools. He (the speaker) was
invited to address them, and after he had spoken, questions were sent up to him
to answer. These were questions bearing on the difficulties Sabbath-School
teachers in France had to encounter ; and he had in many cases to confess his
utter inability to answer them satisfactorily—their situation was so different
from ours. His advice to them was, “Say nothing against anybody, but every-
thl:rffor Hiw.” The second meeting they had was devoted lpec{nlly to
hearigg of reports from England and America. Some of these were written,
othew given orally. Statements were made by delegates from different parts of
England, and especially from New York and Chicago. He (the speaker) gave
an account of the Sabbath-School work in Canada. The next day was spent in
reading reports from general guperintendents of districts, and the whole was
wound up by a discussion of the very question that was discussed in this Con-
vention this morning—* The end of Sabbath-School instruction.” Counsiderable
diversity of opinion was expressed on this subject In some localities it is
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almost impossible to introduce the reading of the Scriptures. Some schools
merely use a little catechism. The result at which the Convention arrived, and
that nearly unanimously, was that with which he believed almost every person
who heard him would agree—the salvation of the children. Thé general senti-
ment of that Convention seemed to bLe that the Sabbath-School was nothing
more nor less than a Church for the children, and therefore teaching Sabbath-
School is simply preaching the gospel to children in the style adapted to children.
Hence the teacher should have the same spiritual qualifications, be actuated by
the same motives, and.be possessed of the same skill as the minister. The
speaker then gave a very interesting account of a day he and other members of
the Convention spent at the country seat of the President of the Qonvention.
They were treated with the most unboinded hospitality, and Lad a delightful
.time. He came away with a higher opinion of Frenchmen, and with an experi-
ence most pleasant to remember. As to the results of the Convention, he did
not think any very great results could have been anticipated from a meetin

gathered as'that was, its sessions so brief, the subjects jntroduced so varied,

and the difficulty of language to be overcome, so great. But it did cheer the

hearts of our French brethren very much, and every delegate from distant lands
went home with a higher opinion of their zeal, their ability, and their courage.
Why, it requires no courage for a man to be a Christian here; it is a credit to
him. But there it is quite a different thing. And the courage of these conti-
nentdl Ohristians, their heroic endurance, their calm magnanimity, their strong
faith in God's Word, are something remarkable. The speaker then described the
happy manner in which he spent a day with the children on an excursion some
five or six miles up the Seine. There were 500 or 600 Sabbath-School children,
and though many of them were poor, they were all neat and tidy, and scrupu-
lously clean. Everyone had, if not a bouquet, at least a single flower. They
were well behaved. The idea of reverence for/age and authority, for law and
order, in those old lands, is greater than it is with us; and it is an evidence of
weakness, not of strength, when respect for authority and age declines. We

are ahead of them in most other things, but we have lost as well as gained. '

Oould ot this defect be removed in some way? He (the speaker) could not
understand the children’s talk, but he could play well with them, and some
glorious sport they had. They could interpret the language of the hand with
amazing facility. The last thing he did before leaving New York on his way
to Europe, was to address 550 of the little ragamuffins gathered from the
ditches of that great city.’ When they get these children first, they are sifted
and every atom of decency taken out of them. The neglected refuse——
those whom nobody would have in their houses—are then cared for. The
main idea is to teach them obedience, so that they will submit to family
authority. Those poor little creatures that don't know what it is to lie down
on & bed are kept and trained for five or six months, and then they send them
off to the magnificent West to make men of them. A great work is being done
in New York in this way. He had a good time there, and a more appreciative
little chubby audience he seldom ever before addressed. The first public act he
did after landing in England was to talk to a Sunday-School. The deduction
he drew from what he learned at the International Convention, from what he
observed in his personal visits, and learned from converse with leading men
engaged in the work, was that the Sabbath School, in the dimensions which it
has attained, in the attention it has attracted, in the piety and energy which are
employed in it, is one of the mightiest agencies which the Church can employ
to elevate home piety, to increase her power and to hasten the time when she
shall arise and put on her beautiful garments. The Sabbath-S8chool should be
constantly associated with the Church, and the Church should use the school
to the very best advantage. In order to do this she must take care to place
over it her very best men apd women. The conelusion to which he came, from
all he had seen and heard was, that the character of the school depends more




.....
23hd o R ach 3o
ARS )

1

31 )
ls upon the teacher than upon everything else put together, What'we want then
d is skilled labor in our Sabbath-Schools. He exhorted the ypting men to lay
'R themselves out for.the work, to prepare themselves for it by stddy and by prayer.
“l' And if some of our young ladies would devote one tithe of the time in learning
8 how to play upon the chords of a child’s heart which they employ in learning ¥
¥ to play on the piano, oh! what music(they would bring out of %, His advice %
n. to them was, “ Don’t play upon your pianos leu,jbut play upon the harp-strings
;{ ; of children's hearts more. L _
ﬁf \ THIRD DAY.—Morwixa Ssasion.
}?‘ The Convention re-agssembled in Knox Church at 9 am., The 6nt half hour
ﬁ was occupied in devotional exercises, which were again conducted by Mr; Wells,
:f ‘ TEACHERS’ MEETINGS, ;
'S ’ Mr. R. WgrLs then addressed the Convention on the subject of * Teachers'
s Meetings.” He remarked at the outset that it was always expected that the
e. . teachers should come to their meeting with the lesson wel! prepared ; and the “
o ) object of it was to compare notes, and assist one another with thoughts and '
i : illustrations. Before entering upon his subject, he would refer to a matter
g ! which had been spoken of before—the best method of interesting children in
10 . Mission labour. = He felt it a matter of great importance, Get children to work
10 for any one, and they will soon begin to think of the relation of thelr work to
n, the person for whom they are working. They should try to awaken the
1- of missions among the children. It is not the amount they give, but that it is
y for Jesus. Get them to feel that. One plan they adopted in his mission schools
d in New York, was to have the children enclose their oﬂ'erlnr in an envelope,
of with a statement showing how they got the money, Theas”little papers were
G very interesting, showing the sacrifices the children made, * For ulllnﬁ cin-
i ders, 3 cents;” “for getting up head in class at day school, one penny;” * run-
't ning errands for ladies and gentlemen, 4 cents;” ‘' trimming dolls,” * washin
0 dishes,” ““ holding horses,” ‘‘sweeping streets,” “sghovelling snow;"” and las
h Fourth of July $4.32 was sent in, “saved from firecraskers.,” Oh! Jesus, how
y they love Thee! That is the spirit of missions—the spirit which leads them to
e make sacrifices. How are you going to interest the children in missions? Let
d 5% them know where their contributions are going ; let them see that thelr money #
- [#43 is put to some use. Last Sabbath afternoon I had a letter from a missionary in
° g Persia to whom the children had sent some of their contributions. Oh!
y long they had waited for that letter, and how glad they were to know that thelr
n o money bad reached him safely. And then I pointed out Persia on the map, and .
n showed them how far the letter had to come. We have a large map of the
0 o world, and whenever we send a contribution to a missionary, we tack &
° Pt piece of gilt paper over the part of the country where he resides ; and
° N one little thing said while we were looking at it, “ Won't it be grand when
n i we get it all covered over with gilt!” Be practical, and let the children see
o * that their money is accomplishing something. Thers is another question I
n 4 would like to answer. “May I have an impenitent teacher in my Sabbathe
t i . School " 1It,is simply a question of supply and demand. Get the good ones
o J/ if you can ; if you cannot, get the best you can. But there is a great ros
v sibility resting on the superintendent. In the fifteen years he (the speaker) had ;
° been teaching, he had admitted 72 unconverted teachers. Out of that 73, 71 1
e were brought to Christ; and the other, his father took away. The secret was |
1 with the God of heaven. So if you have to employ an impenitent teacher, leave
° no stone unturned to bring him to Jesus; and you will succeed. It is impossible
n for any one to continue teaching a child the truths of the gospel, under the eye
" of a faithful superintendent, and not himself feel their power; he will either -

give up the work entirely, or submit his heart to Ohrist,



He would give a few rules in reference to preparation for class. Study the
Bible first ; compare Scripture with Scripture; see what the Lord has to say
about the particular passage you have on hand. Then get a definite meaning of
the words and expressions used ; then get the context, and see how you can
weave it into a vivid pictare. Next, find out what is the one great lesson the
Spirit of God would teach in the passage under consideration ; then, all through
the week be looking out for illustrations of one kind or other, and as they occur
to you write them down in a little book. Oftentimes some little trivial incident
is the conductor of a mighty truth. * Of course all this takes up time ; but what
Wwas our time given us for? It costs something to be a real Christian, The
teachers’ meeting should generally be conducted by the Buperintendent, It is
opened with a short prayer and the singing of a hymn. Throw your question
books away before you go to the meeting. Then each teacher brings in his
thoughts on the lesson, his illustrations and suggestions ; and among ten or
twenty teachers quite a mass of information is collected, all of which is common y
property. ’
The speaker next referred to his notes of a teachers’ meeting, and explained )
how it was conducted. The lesson was the first few verses of the third chapter ;
of Bt. John. The question was asked, “ Can any one give the meaning of the \
word Nicodemus ?”  Another question, “ Will some one give us the character
in & word of this man? “ What was the object of his coming by night?”
Quite a difference of opinion was expressed on this point, but no discussion was
allowed ; each one’s view was simply taken, and then we passed on. * Do we
ever read of this Nicodemus after 7” * Then the three times in which we read of 3
him are given with the passages, showing the progression in the mind of Nico-
demus. Becond verse: “ Why was he afraid?” “ Give us a description of how
he appeared.” Children love pictures ; this picturing a scene before the minds 3
\of!he children in a graphic manner has a wonderful power. ‘ How did Jesus
receive this proud-spirited man” This wad dwelt upon. Then the third verse
was taken up, and here came in the point of the lesson. ‘Ye must be born
in.” Oh! how interesting that was! One teacher gave this, ‘It is a change
of motive, of desire, of liking.” * This verse shows man’s natural heart to be totally
wicked.” Then some passages were given to prove this,  The heart is deceitful
above all things,” &c. Then, “ Can any teacher here give us a Bible example
of this being born again.” The case of Paul was given, and these three points
s Were made: What Paul was, what Paul became, and how that change was
effected. 1. Paul's former character, interests, and prospects were dwelt upon,
2. What Paul did—he began to pray; he began to tell others about Ohrist.
3. How his conversion was effected : Jesus spoke and Paul listened. There is
B\ & whole sketch of a sermon at once. The evidences of the possession of this
_mew heart was the last point made. Four Bible texts were given. The first was
#4" 1John v, 1, “Faith in Jesus Ohrist ;’ the second, v. 2, “Brotherly love ;" the
ke, third, v. 4, “ Overcoming the world ;" and the fourth, ii. 29, “ A holy life "~—~the "
outward evidences of the inward change. Then each teacher gave his illustra- y
tions on these different points. The speaker concluded by urging on teachers 3
and superintendents the importance of holding a teachers’ meeting in each week, '
before meeting with their class. He hoped that one result of the Convention

would be that such meetings would be established in comnection with every
Sunday-School.

TEMPERANOER,

The subject of Temperance was not brought up for discussion, but the Con-
vention, recognizing its great importance, invited Rev, R, F. Burng, D.D., of
Ohicago, to deliver an address on the subject.

Dr. Burns, in commencing, related an incident which occurred to him not
long ago. He was walking with Mr. Gregg when they passed a miserable
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woe-begone looking creature-—~the very picture of wretchedness. Said Mr.
Gregg, ' That man was once one of the brightest lawyers, and had brilliant
prospects before him.” - A few weeks afterwards I saw a notice of his death in
the papers. He died-as the fool dieth. Two years ago I paid a visit to the
jail in Cleveland. I met there & man who had once been an officer in the
British army, bad moved in the first circles of society, had fought in the
Crimea bravely ; had left the army, and gone into the practice of medicine ;
came to Oleveland, and there I found him in that jail for.a very sggnuwi
crime. ‘ Oh,” said he, ‘‘ I took a single glass, and it put the devil in me.” A
few months afterwards he was swung with a rope into eternity,—a specimen
of the evil effects of intemperance in another profession. And just to follow
out this line of thought, it is about a year ago that I did duty one day for my -
father in the House of Industry. A man was there on whose lips I had hung—an
eloquent preacher of the gospel in the dear old land. As I looked at hfm—t‘
most pitiful sight—the victim of intemperance—I thought to myself is an ‘!
safe 7 These aré but three cases out of a multitude showing that there is no
one who should think himself strong. Some, who supposed that they were very
Samsons in principle and in purpose, have been induced to lay their heads in
the lap of this cunning enchantress, and have been shorn of their strength and
their reason, and, like Samson of old, have been made the sport of those who
have made them their victims. At the great Sabbath School Convention at
Dacotab, Illinois, an enthusiastio resolution in connection with this subject was
passed ; and the President, Mr. Reynolds, a devoted man of God, has, as a
regular part of the exercises in connection with his Sabbath School, a temper-
ance meeting. I have collected a few statistics which show that there is great
danger that the young men may be drawn dside even from within the sacred
enclosure of the Sabbath School. Mr, Smithers says, that on visiting York City
England) jail, he found in one ward 15 out of 17 who had been attendants at
abbath-School, . Pursuing his investigation further, he found 9 out of 10 in
another ward, 2 out of 13 in another, and two of them had been Sabbath-School
teachers. All bid fair for a season, but were dragged down by this monster,
intemperance. And when Mr. Smithers asked one of the criminals if his Sab-.
bath-School teacher or minister had not advised and urged on him to abstain
from all that could intoxicate, his answer was “ No, Sir.” Mr. Smithers
mentions that this cdse so affected him that he knelt down there on the cold
flags of that York jail, and looking up to heaven for help, vowed that he would
never touch, laste, nor handle, anything that could intoxicate ;—(Cheers)—and
that he would see to it that he would never be in a position that any poor
criminal within the walls of a prison would have to answer when asked, “ Did
your teacher or your minister never advise you to abstain?” “No, Sir.” Oh!
if we look at our skirts in reference to this matter we may find great drops of
blood, and perhaps we need to look up to heaven and pray, “ Deliver me from
blood guiltiness, O God.” Are we clear from the blood of all entrusted to us
in this way? It was but the other day that I read in your papers an account .
of that horrid murder committed in a distillery at Kingston. Im the narrative
you notice the names of some. connected with the crime who had had
Sabbath-School training; and you Vrecollect the references to the drinkin
before the deed was done. You recollect the case of Newman Hall's father. f
heard an affecting account given by his devoted son in Chicago, of the early
history of his father's life, of his struggles with this strong man armed ; of how
he first gave up the whhkey and ke{’t the wine, and that dragged him down;
how he then gave up the wine and kept the ale, and that dnggd him down ;
and then how he resolved to touch no# taste not, handle not, anything that
intoxicated. (Cheers.) And talking of Newman Hall makes me think of
Ohapel. This morning I read an account of the predecessor of Newman Hdi
Rev. James Sherman, of blessed memory, (Cheers) Mr. Shermay says, “ How
is it that out of 3000 attending my Bible class gnd Sabbath-School so few of
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them have been brought within the Church.”
out of one class—the vestry class of 42
drunkards ; 13 were occasional drunkards; 13 only were steady ; leaving three
whose cases he could not discover, That was justa specimen. Let no one
say then that this subject is foreign to the Sabbath-School —(hear, hear)—that
this is not a matter for a Sabbath School Convention to have anything to do

The account went on to say thpt
members—13 became confirmed

citizens of Toronto! the sharks are after your boys ! and it behoves you to be
- up and doing. Prevention is better than cure. That was a noble song Prof,

r sang last night—‘the song of the life-boat.” But the light-house is better
than the life-boat; it were better to prevent the wreck. And this is the
object of the Bands of Hope, and other Juvenile Temperance Societies.
to God that every Sabbath-School had a Temperance Society like Brother
Reynolds’ in Illinois. If we had Bands of Hope connected with our Sabbath-
Schools, by which the young could be indoctrinated into the principles of
temperance, an influence would be-exerted for the better. We find in connection
with one Sabbath-School in St ( ‘atharines, a Band of Hope, and the exercises
were most interesting to the children, I know that the parents who were
admitted as honorary members, and who took the pledge, said it did an
immense good to them. Stephen Paxton was at one time & most worthless
man. His little daughter brought him ‘to the Sabbath-School, and the influ-
ences that were thrown around him there led to his conversion, That man,
whose absence on this occasion I regret, directly established 1200 Sabbath-

Schools, and indirectly 1000 others, and brought 60,000 children with his own

hands into the Sabbath-School, and 100,000 indirectly, and even his horse that

carried him over the length and breadth of the western country—a fine little
animal—he has called ‘‘ Robert Raikes.” When I think of that little girl
bringing that father to the Synday-School, I find a new illustration of the
blessed truth, *“ A little child shall lead them” In connection with these
juvenile temperance societies, many of these little girls and boys bring their
parents to the meetings, and through them they are led to be sober men and
women, and oftentimes members of the Church of Christ. I shall sit down
expressing the hope that although there may be no discussion allowed on this

subject, the resolution committee will bring in a strong resolution on the
subject. (Applause.) ,

REPORT OF THE MISSIONARY COMMITTEE,

Mr, 8. B. Soott,
Committee.

The Committee appointed to consider the subjeot of Missionary work, beg leave
to report that, in the opinion of your Committee, it is of the highest importance
that the Sabbath School Missionary work should be prosecuted with zeal and

‘chairman, presented the following Report of the Missionary

west; and as in the present circumstances it is not advisable to incorporate it
with the other work of this Association, they therefore reeommend that the follows
ing gentlemen be requested to take up this work and prosecute it by such means
A8 may seem to them best adapted to render it at.oncs permanent and efficient,
nmoly:—Henry J. Clark, Esq, convener; Hon. J. Mo urrich, W. H. Pearson,
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Eeq., Rev. Dr, Oaldicott, Robest Walker, Esq., Robert Baldwin, Esq., and Rev
J. H. Robinson.

An animated discussion on this report ensued, which continued till the hour of
adjournment, (12 &'clock).

THE CHILDREN'S MEETINGS

were seasons of great interest. It had been arranged that the children of the
various Sunday Schools should assemble in three divisions, one in the Richmond
Street Wesleyan Church, one in the Bond Street Baptist Church, and one in the
Elm Street Wesleyan Church, and that, should the weather prove favorable, they
would proceed at 8 p.m to the Queen’s Park, where a grand mass meeting was
to be held. However, as the day proved very stormy, the mass meeting bad to
be abandoned, and the services were held in the three churches already named.
The programme was similar in all, consisting of singing by the ghildren, and
addresses by members of the Convention. The following hymns had been printed
and distributed among fhe children: * Hosanna,” * Universal Praise,” “Sunday
School Battle Song,” “ Around the Throne of God in Heaven,” “Shall we gather
at the River 1” closing with the Doxology.

THE RIOHNMOND STREET MEETING

was opened by sioging the first hymn, after which the Rev. Dr. Wilkins, of
Medina, N.Y., offered prayer.

The second hymn was then sung. Rev. br. Richardson, Bishop of Methodist
Episcopal Church, Oanada, read the 28th Paalm.

Rev. G. Youne, pastor of the church and chairman of the meeting, in a few
introductory remarks, thanked the children of the different schools for their at-
tendance, in spite of the unfavorable weather, and promised they would have no
reason to regret it, as they would hear some good speakers—somé of the best
friends of children, who had come a long distance to meet them. i

)

The third hymn having Leen sung,

Rev. Dr. Buens, of Chicago, was called upon to address the meeting. He said
it was a grand sight to be thus surrounded by a cloud of witnesses; but, as the
hgmn they had just been ginging told them, there was a grander sight still of
children singing, ** Glory, glory to God in Heaven,” What a glorious concert is
bat, like the voice of many waters, singing Hallelujah. It is pleasant to hear

children's voices, and he thought that God needs their voices to perfect his
ise. How is it to be done? He found the answer in alitile verse, which he want-
em:4o carry away with them—*‘ Give Me thy heart.” He related an aneadote
int.  Three little children, st Christmas, were giving presents to their father.
The two elder gave him nice litfle presents, but the youngelt. “little Totty,” laid
her arms around his neck, and ui:. “Ob, papa; I baven't got anything, but I'll
give you all my love.” That is giving the heart, Jesus, who laid down his life
for children, is the One that asks it. This gift is little; it coste nothing; all he
wants is the heart. He compared the heart to the works of a watch that were
out of order. It could never go right till it was renewed inside, and then every
thing will go right, and they will learn to bate sin, one of the surest eigus of eon-
version. He made use of many other simple but telling anecdotes, to illustrate
his address, and sat down amidst great applause.

_ The Omammmax then introduced Professor Seager, who said he was greatly de-
lighted ‘with their singing this afternoon. It was the first children's singing he
bad heard in Qanada, and he thanked them and their conductor of music. He
then sang, “I'd tell them to be true.”
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Rev, P. G. Coox, of Buffilo, had some years ago, attended a similar meeting in the
ocentral part of the State of New York, and he stated the surprise of an old visitor
from India at the beautiful sight of so many children, He had visited the Philadel-
phia Muséum in company with a young lndi, who -alone could aid him in the
expression of his wonder and delight at what hé saw. He felt as if he wanted a
young lady to express his feelings now. He said he had helped to tame the wild
yousg “ Buffaloes ” for the last twenty-five years, He was away ten years, and
during part of that time he was in the State Prison., On coming bacz from the
war he found the young Buffaloes a pretty hard set. Everybody knows him
there. They eall him sometimes Chaplain Cook, friend Oook, and, as his initials
are P, G., they say it stands for a “Pretty Good Cook.” He mentioned
the result of establishing a Mission School in the *Five Points” of Buffalo,
He advocated a cheap singing-book for gratuitous distribution, He strongly
commented on the powers of music. . He cautioned the scholars against the use
of by-worls, as.it is a near approach to swearing, He illustrated his speech with
many anecdotesynd retired amid applause,

The fourth hymmwas then sung,

Rev. 0. W. Bovton, of New York, said he wanted to bring them back to where Dr.
Burns left off, viz:—* The consideration of #in, especially of little sins that lead
to larger and more wicked ones.” He related several aneedotes to ehow that
their sine would find them out. As the boy sliding down the hill on his sled, it
is almost impossible to stop in a sinful course.

The last hymn, “Shall we gather at the River I” was then sung, the benediction
pronounced, and the audience dispersed about 4 o’clock.

THE ELM BTREET MEETING.

The gathering of echolars, teachers and delegates in Elm Street Church also
took place at two o’clock in the afternoon, ang was very large. Rev. E, H.
Dewart occupied the chair. After singing by the children, who were led by
Mr. J. B. Bowstead, and prayer by Rev. J. King, a portion of the 10th chapter of
8t. Mark, beginning with the 18th verse, was read by the chairman, The children
then sang the “ Voice of Praise.”

Rev. 0. Winter Bovro, of New York, then procceded to address the meeting.
He said, did I hear in that hymn of praiee just sung that there is a God who sees
us always! That God sends me with a message to you—* Be sure your sin will
find you owt” But how do I know when Isin! There is in each of us a con-
science which says when we sin—Stop/ I must not do it! B{ listening to this
we shall escape evil and misery. Jerry was a boy whose father had a garden
with plenty of fruit in it. He asked Jerry to help him collect and earry away
the weeds from this garden. Jerry saw a tree on which were some beautiful
peaches, and thought he would like one of them. Just as he was reaching up to
gather one, something said, “Jerry |” He ran away frightened.  He came back
moounted the peaches, saw one at the back which he thought would not be

, reached up to take it, but again something said “ Jerry 1" and away he
ran much frightened. He ;ftervarltﬂ on relurning, found a sparrow in a tree
close by, and it was its ehirping which Jerry had heard, and conscience which
made the chirp sound like Jerry! “Be sure your sin will find you out,”

There was a man who did not listen to ‘conscience when it ‘spoke to
him. A showman, with a danciog bear, wanted to put up at an Ion near
where this man lived. The host agreed to take the man, but not the bear.
However, it was finally arranged to place the bear in the pig-pen, the pig baving
been removed for the night to the cow-shed. During the night there was a ery
of “ Murder! murder!” The inmates of the house arose much alarmed, but on
going to the pig-pen, whence the noise proceeded, they found the bear h "
man. The man was rescued by the keeper of the bear, and afterwards confessed
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that be had come on purpose to steal the pig, which he knew to be-nice and
fat and juet ready to kill. “ Be sure your sin will find you oiit.” Some boys.
and girls take peaches and apples not their own, or sugar out of the sugar
bowl, and say they never intend to steal ; they will stop when they like; they will
never be thieves. Ah! but can they stop when they like! "Three boys were
sliding down hill on their sleds, Tom, Dick and Harry. It was pleasant work
going down but hard climbing up again. Tom said he could etop balf way down
if he chose. The other boys said he: could not. Tom said he would stop when
they eried “ stop.” He started and when half way down Dick.and Harr{ shouted
stop! Tom stuck his heel in the-enow, and over he went sled and all, head over
heels to the bottom. If we go on in a course of sin, boys, we cannot stop when
we like. A boy ealled Amos gave bis father a great deal of trouble and his father
wept over him. Was it possible that Amos could be so wicked!" He took him
into the garden one day and said: Amos, there is a keg of nmll.. a hbammer and a
plank, now each time you are naughty, go by yourself and drive a pail into the
plank. A few weeks after, he took his father and showed. him the empty keg, and
the plank full of nails and Lis father was still more grieved than before. He
then“said, Amos, now begin and for every time you do a right thing take a nail
out and put itinto the keg. A long time after, Amos took his father and showed
him the plank with no nails, but the keg full, and expressed his pleasure at bayi
got rid of them. But his father pointed to the plank and showed him the h
which were in it and which he could never remove. The bo ' 'was much obl
for the lesson. O the marks of sin how sad they are! W can we get
out? It is easy to take the nails out, but the marks, the marke,
A mother gave her little boy a sheet of white-paper and a pencil to write with
Presently he made a mistake—he then tried to rub it out with his wet finger, but
this only smeared it and made it worse—and he said O | mother I eanhot rub out
the mistake! So with our eins, we cannot rub them out! Cannot get rid of them
ourselves. But the blood of Christ can take awaysour sins, and God's tiol spirit
will begiven to us if we ask for it, and will help us when we are tempto({. The

reverend gentleman sat down amid applause.

After singing by the children— /

Rev. J. Woop, of Brantford, came forward and uid/bat he had read a book
about giante, each giant meaning one of our very common sins. Jesus spoke of two
greal commandments, “ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, apd
with sl thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength,” and, * Thou shall
love thy neighbor as thysell.” "Little children are in danger of the sin of idolatry
—of worshippiog something besides God. Nebuchadnezzar commanded all t
pegple to bow down to the Eolden image which he had set up, Did the three
Hgbrews—Shadrach, Meshach and Abedoego do so! (No, no). Were they afraid
ofefusing? (No). Was Daniel afraid to pray to God because he was ordered
not'to do so! (No). Not even the lions touched him. We may never be asked
to worehip a gravep image or idol, but we may be tempted to love something
more llhu{ Jesus.  Another gin is that of disobeying and dishonouing parents,
How manyof you children bere present have said and done things whigh have
made your parents sad ! ’

A wotber told her little girl that when she dirobeyed her and was naughty,
she was like a thorn; but when she was good she was like a rose. There is
nothing #o lovely as a rose, and I hope all boys and girls present will grow up to
be a comfort and support to their parents. Intemperance was another giant.
Could it be possible that any child present should ever be a dronkard? I can
hardly believe it possible—and yet I saw not lon ago on a railway traio
a young man of about 19 ur 20 years of age, bound with chains, going to Kingston
to be rllced in the penitentiary. He did not know whether he bad beeu a Sunda:
School scholar or not. O, intemperance was debasing. A man who had » wife




and five or six children was wicked and a drunkard. His wife had to work very
hard to u:’pport her children and her drunken husband, and even of the money,
she earned for their support he would often manage by some means to obtain a
large portion which he spent in whiskey, His little boy earned a half penny and
hid it lest his father should get it. His father however heard of this and got his
elder son to search for it and spend it for whiskey. If we take intoxieating
. Jdrinks we cannot tell what the consequences may be and if the habit is formed
we may find there may be no stupping.

The children sang another hymno,

Mr. Raren WeLrs, of New York, next came forward and said that in Seotland
many years ago, & young minister was walkiog early one morning. He went into
an old ruin, when he thought he was alone. He tbought he iurd some one
speaking. He listened. Some one said, “O Lord! O Lord! give the man a
word to speak Lo the children,” His (the speaker’s) children in New York had
doubtless pnled that God would give him a word to speak for the children pre-
sent. They knew he would speak for Jesus if he spoke at all, because he spoke

- for no one else. .

Two men were walking along together, one spies some peaches on a tree, says

. nothing about them to the other man, but asks him to sit down and rest awhile
a8 be thinks he must be tired. He then goes and takes the peaches for himself,
hides them, and returns to his companion. His companion sees the peach tree
and returns with a spade, digs up the tree and transplants it into his own garden
and so gets a supply of ‘puehu every year, The first man is like a boy or girl
who hears a story merely because itis a story, but the man who got the h
tree is like the boy or girl who gets the story and the truth which it is intended to
. - The boy who gets the ¢ruth gets the best. The Bible! is it all right!

esl) Is it truth? (Yes!) He would speak of four truths—the children to
one written in front of the pulpit and the others written one in front of

each of the three galleries—Salvation! What isit? How to getit? Why get
it? Now, first, what is it? Salvation was a sweeter thing to talk about than
sin, Years :ﬁrh was travelling in a steam vessel. All the tuungen had gone
to rest x ir_berths, when suddenly there was a shock. The vessel had
struck, /Al rushed upon deck. The sailors were pulling ropes and shouting from
the bow; away o the darkness sounds a voice—Help! help!! The steamer
bad run down a brig, eutting her in two, and all on board perished except this
man, who was floating on & hen coop. ' The sailors got a boat and rescued

m, and then there was another shout—Saved! saved!! But what was saved!
Only’ a man's body.~A mill pond was frozen over and some boys were passing
near it. Ope boy saw the ice and ventured oo it, although oont.-u? to his

er’s orders. The ice broke, and he fell in, There was a ery—Lielp | help! |

The teacher with his heart full of love erept along and &nllod the boy out safely,
but was lost himself under the ice. The teacher saves the boy but perishes him-
self. What was saved? The boy's body. But the soul is of infinitely more
:.d-luthn the body, and will live for ever, and Salvation is the saving of the

2. How 1o get it.—Some buys were playing. A &ontlomw asked them to go to
Bund;{ School.  Théy anewered, No! He told them of One of matchless love,
who died for them. Would they come and learn of Him! No One little lame
boy said, What, did he die for me? Any body be kind, to me/ Yes, I'll come
to your, school. He'got a Testament with his name written in it. Months after,
the gentleman going along the street, was acoosted by a little boy. ** Black gour

black your boots 1”  When they were done the boy looked up with a émile
saying, “ Don’t you remember me, sir! I love Jesus now, who, you told me died
to save me.” The gentleman asked him how be showed that he loved Jesus
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Ob, sir, I have left off swearing and try to do right, work hard at shining
boots. and take home the money to mother. Jesus can make the heart
clean. Looking up to the gallery, Mr. Wells said, I wonder if that little boy
with those'black eyes, looking so engerlf this way, thinks anything about the
salvation of his soul. The youngest child here can be a christian, A father
asked a gentleman to pray for bis little boy who was not a ehristian. He did,
and his father prayed too. Months after he asked the gentleman to go up stairs
to the garret where the little boy slept. They found there a little wooden stool,
and on it a testament, and on the wall a paper, on which was written, 0, dear

Jegus, O, I wish I could be good, but its drcadful hard.” But at the bottom was
writlen, * but I mean to keep on trying.”

8rd. Why getit? It makes the soul happy. Rain is a good thing, but sun-
shine is more pleasant. )

A litele girl at Saratoga was called “ Sunel)ine,” because she wis always happy
and cheerful. All loved her. Sunshine frofn the tky was bedutiful, sunshive in
the face was better, but sunshine in the heark was best of all, She saw one day
a little boy erying. What was the matter. O, said he, I am lame and weak, and
cannot do anything to help mother. She is ill, can’t get any medicine to make
ber well, has no money to pay her rent, and will be turned out. The little girl
at first cried, but after a while eaid, I'll help. I have a ooy, I'll get some
apples and scll them. She went to a kind farmer who knew er, and asked for a
penny-worth of apples, that she might sell them and give the money to Willy's
mother. The farmer who loved * Sunshine,” gave ber an apron full and the penn
back again, and took ber in his waggon, picked up Willy and drove them to a
place where there were many rich ladies and gentleman. The story was tald ;
the apples sold for five cents a piece, and the money taken to Sunshine’s
mother. An iceberg floated down to the southern latitudes, and by means
of the warm waves and the rays of sunchine was melted, and the ice<and the
rocks of which it was composed fell to pieces. The sun of righteousness beams
on this cold heart and melts and softens it. Who will get this salvation! Wheo
will bave itt. Don't tell me, but tell Jésus, and ask bim for the new heart and

His Holy Spirit. Jesus stands with hidarms stretched out to receive all who
will come to Him. ]

“ Beautiful River” was sung by the ohildren,vtl\ui Dozxology by all present, and
the Benedietion pronounced by Rev. Mr. Ewing.

THE BOND STREET MEETING.

About 2 o'clock eleven schools, numbering between 1200 or 1300 children
aseembled in the Baptist Chureh, Bond Street.

Rxv. Dr. Carmeorr, p;liwr of the church, occupied the chair,
was conducted by Mz. Romerr Grorar.

The meeting was opened by the children singing * Hosanna.” Prayer was
offered up by Rev. Jumes Cooper, of London, and f)r. Caldicott read the 34th
Pealm, after which the children sang “ Uviversal Praise.”

Rev. Me. Coorer was the first speaker. He addressed them briefly, in a

roanner and style well suited for children. The next piece sung was the “BSan-
day School Battle Song.”

Rxv. M. Bannass then gave a short address in which he referred to some
pleasing reminiscences of his experience in Sabbath Schools, The children agaiu
sang “ Around the Throne.”

Rxv. Ms. Faangraxo, of Cincinnati, Ohio, then addressed the meeting. He
ugldned to the children %hat theebject of the convention was, avd stated that he
bad 1500 children under his charge at home, He endeavored to impress upon them

and the singing
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the importance of learning to love Christ and remembering their Oreator 4in the
days of their youth, and closed by making some suitable remarks to the teachers,
shewing the great encouragement they bave in striving to labor faithfully in their
Master’s cause.

The children sang “ Shall we gather,” when the Rev. Dr. Carpicorr addressed
them in a very happy manner, gainiog their attention by asking them questions
about the meeting. ”

The Doxology was then sung, followed by “God Save the Queen,” and the
benediction pronounced by Rev. Mr. Frankland.

The singing was very good, and the children bebaved remarkably well, con-
sidering the large number assdmbled together. '

AFTERNOON SESSION.

. On the close of the children’s mietings at 4 o'clock, the convention re-assembled
in Knox Church, for the despatch ¢f the business tbat remained unfinished. The
discussion on the Missionary Committee’s report was resumed.

Rxv. J. Lzaroyp was in favor of adopting the report.

Mx. Parox, of Kingston, eaid the committee felt the importance of the mission-

work, but as the Convention did not seem to favor the carrying on of the

work by the Association as a Convention, the committee thought it beat to refer
the wbo{o matter to & small committee with power to add to their umber.

Rxv. J. MoKruuicax said that the Canada Sunday School Union desired the
eo-operation of all evangelical denominations in their mission work. He had
been seven years engaged as a Missiooary, and he bad always in establishing a
sehool gllowed the peojble to decide whether they would bave a union or a de-
pominational school, and if the latter, of what denomination it ehould be.

Rev. Mz. Hivestox thought it was not proper to appoiut a committee to do
what they ought not to do themselves.
‘Mz. Soorr, of Montreal, chairman of the Missionary Committee, remarked that
h he was a stranger here, he believed they had put on the committee to whom
they referred the mission work, persons representing every evangelical denomina-
tion in Toronto. y
Rev. Mz. MiLuarp, General Secretary, remarked that in his annual report he
bad mentioned that they had no agency such as they had in the Canada g:ndny
8chool Union, for organizing Sunday Sehools, It was important that they should
have such an agency. The matter had -been left in the hands of the Execative
‘Oommittee. At the second meeting of the committee, it was decided that wh
they had the means to warrant them in commeneing the work they should employ
a missionary. At that time they had about $200 ip the treasury. They thought
might commence the work, and that no time might be lost, they had asked
the Canada Suriday-School Union to allow them the services of Rev. Mr, McKil-
lican. This was ‘granted, and through his labeurs they had found out more
thoroughly the need of Sabbath-Schools in distant parts, and how gladly they bad
been acoepted. Mr. MeKillican had organized and furnished a number of schools.
A good work had been done, and he thought it should ot be discontinu

Rev. A. Surasaraxp recognized the importance of the missiopary work. At
the same time he thought the resolution qulq not be mccepted. It simply
ullulw into existence & Committee over which' they had no control, aud yet they
wo Nﬂdnwlympnduobrvmmmwml‘htdo.

Mz. MLz thought the matter might be safely left in the hands of the Com-
mittee that had been named. . _
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Rev. H. Carisrormerson thought the Convention would be goihg out (of its
legitimate sphere, to engage in the work of missions, :

Rev. Mr, Narreass thought it would be an injury to the Sabbnth-School‘eluu,
if the resolution should not be adopted. He would support the resolution,

Rev. Georax Goopmax opposed the appointing of a missionar , at nt.

s
It was best to let the matter stand as it was, for another year; then thdy might
take it up.

»
Hon. Jowx MoMurnion said, that Mr, McKillican's time would soon be up, and
then, if the Committee saw fit, the whole matter eould be dropped. Ho‘tgonght
-1t would not be wise to have the work carried on under the auepices of the Con-

vention, Buch a work eould be more properly left to a Sabbath-School Union,
such as they had in Lower Canada,

Mr. Epwarps, of Peterborough, thought it was not the object of the Associa-

tion to send out missionaries. If we wished a Sabbath-School Union, let
us have one, ¢

The Report was finally laid upon the table, and two resolutions, intended as
substitutes, met with the same fate,

REPORT OF THE OOMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS.

The Committee on Resolutions then reported the following :—

Resolved—That we devoutly thank the Giver of all good, for the harmony of \
feeling and rich spiritual influence that have pervaded the sessions of this Cop- |
~vention; and we econfidently hope and pray that these annual gatherings of
earnest workers for the salvation of the young, may, from year to year, become
increasingly distinguished as seasons of fraternal Obristian intercourse, valuable
instruction, and rich spiritual blessing. S

Resolved—That, regarding the grand pbject of all Sabbath-School instruction
to be the early salvation of the children, it is of.the utmost im rtance that this
object be kept distinetly and conltuntl( before the minds of al engaged in Sab-
bath-School work ; as only by cherish ng this lintgblenm of aim, can we t

to secure the proper qualifications for the work, or those practical spiritual results
which alone constitute success.

Resolved—That the essential importance of Sabbath-School work, in its relation
to the Church and the world, renders it of the highest practical interest that in all
our schools the proper instruction and training of tenchers should command a
greater degree or attention in the future; and it is greatly to be desired that,
the introduction of blaskboard exercises, and other approved methods of illus-
trating the truth and increasing the Interest and e ciency of our schools, we

should labour to make them more effective agencies in accomplishing the great
end for which they exist,

That we record, with devout submission to the Divine will, the sudden removal
by death of Mr, Jesse Ketchum, of Buffalo, N.Y..and formerly of this city, a
warm aud liberal supporter of Sabbath-Schools, and every good work—whom many
had hoped to see at this Convention—and pray that the mantle of his charity and

beneficence may fall upon us all according to the means which God has given us
foy promoting His cause in the earth, )

That this Convention, viewicg with distress and a prehension the fearful
n::]gu of intemperance in our land, and believing that it is both safe and seri
tural to abstain from intoxicating drinks, earnest Y recommends to the teache
and managers of Sabbath-Schools, the ineuleation of the prineiple of total absti-
beuoe upon the young, as one of the most effectual remedies for this parent evil,

4
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That the cordial thanks of this Convention be tendered—1. To the several
Railway and Steamboat Companies, for their liberal reduction of the travelling
fares of members attending this Convention. 2. To the Prees of this city, for
their daily reports of the proceedings of this Convention. 8. To the Christian

ublie of Toronto, for the generous hospitality extended to the members of the
Oonvention, during their stay iu this city. And, 4. To the Trustees and Managers
of Knox Chureh, and Richmond and Elm Streets Wesleyan Methodist Churches,
aod the Bood Street Baptist Chureh, for the use of their respeetive edifices for

the meetings of the Conventivn. ;

That we also present our most cordial thanks to the delegates from the United
States, for their presence at this Convention, and especially to Mr. Ralph Wells,
and Mr. Seager, for their efficient and valuable services in promoting the object
of the Convention.

That the thaoks of the Convention be given to the Rev. F. H. Marling, for his
able and impartial conduct in the chair.

The Report was cordially adopted, after which the Convention adjourned.

“w
f FAREWELL MEETING.

the closing meeting of the Conyention—

An immense audience assemb'ed at
large church being occupied. After the

. every available inch of space in the
customary devotional exercises—

The Paxsivest remarked, that although *‘out of the sbundance of the heart the

mouth speaketh,” yet out of the superabundance of the heart the mouth can
scarcely find utterance. Any remarks he had to make would come in more pro-
perly at the close of the meeting. He would, therefore, simply express his
earnest desire and hope, that their meetings which had begun well, and continued
8o well, might aléo end well ; that they might not only be interested and pleased,
but also spiritually profited, and that every one of them would go away feeling
that they were nearer to Christ in love, in faith, and in personal devotedness to Him,

The Gexemar Skcrerary then read the following communication from Rev.
Stephen H. Tyng, D.D., of New York :—

Iavineros, New York,
October 2nd, 1867.

Rev, WrLLiax MILLARD,—
My dear Christian Friend and Brother,—1 have received
Jetter with much gratification.

I should gladly attend your convention if it w
has ordered my ways and calls in a line quite inconsisten

The cause you have in hand was never more dear to me, or more exalted as a
divine instrument of boundless merey in my conviction and experienee. Near 50
years increasing labour in this eauee has made * the beginning of my excellency,”
“ the son of my right hand.” My ministry would be powerless without the Sunday
Sohool. I have seen more than 20,000 ehildren in my Sunday Schools. 1 have
known at least 2000 of them embracing and illustrating the Gospel hope in their
youth.' 1 have eévery reason to suppose that many more of them have elsewhere
displayed the fruits thus planted. More than 50 are now preaching the Gospel, who
were uﬂxt under its influeace then. These have passed their whole education
for the ministry with me. There are many besides who bave entered the sacred

ministry under other auspices.
I am still always at work in my Sunday Schools, and io my age delight to return

and be a little ehild again.

your eircular and

ere possible for me. The Lord
t with the attempt.
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I am amazed at any indifference, still more at opposition on the part of professed
ministers of Christ. I cannot conceive that such men can know a Saviour’s re-
deeming love to themselves, or believe that he died to call the little ones of the earth
to himself. Indifference in a pastor to the religious education of ehildren is, to
my mind, hostility to the whole extension of the Gospel among men. I pray your
brethren to go on faithfully to the end. More and more shall all see the power
and triumphs of the Lord Jesus, if we'continue with him through all his tempta-

tions, “If we suffer with him, we shall also reign with him. If we deny him, he
also will deny us.”

The Gracious Lord, even Jesus, be with you in all your work, and prosper and
bless you in his heavenly ways, with the unsearchable riches of his grace,

I am faitbfully your friend and brother in that dear Lord,

STEPHEN H. TYNG."

A communieation to the same effect from James H. Kellogg, Esq., of Troy,
N. Y., was also read.

Rev. Mr. McLznxax, of Whithy, then briefly addressed the assembly. He
remarked, that the cause of the Sabbath-School ‘is the cause alike of God and of
man. The eause of mao, in that it addresses itself to the highest interests that
concern man ;. and the cause of God, in that it promotes His glory.  The truth
that “ the child is the father to the man,” justifies the interest that is taken in the
young. The Sabbath-School is of Divine appointment. Under the Old Testa-
ment economy, not only were God’s people required to worship Jehovah, and
commemorate His mercies, but they were also required to teach their children
what those services meant. Although the Sabbath School is of recent ori in, yet
the training of the children religiously—the great end of Sabbath-Schoo s—was
attended to by the Church in all ages. The Sabbath-School should always be
regarded as an adjunct to, not a substitute for, the instruction and training of the
children in the family. He used the words instruct and train, for the difference
between them was exceedingly great. Knowledge must not only be communi-
cated, but that knowledge shown in its practical bearing. The faithful Israelite
took his child up to the ionu of God to see the solemnities of the sancta , and
at the proper time he became a participant in them, The important question in.
connection with Sabbath-Schools is, “ Who should teach 1” |He held that
men and women should do this work, What reason have we to believe that God,.
who jealously guarded His ark from unholy touch, would honor and bless
unsanctified means for the pronso¥on of His own glory. Those who have known,
the way of life, who can tell what Jesus has done for their souls, these are the-
ones to bring others to Christ, ‘'Why ? Because it is not mere knowledge that is
wanted ; it is precept, it is example. What would an unconverted teacher answer-
the ehild that should say to him, “ Thou that sayest a man should not steal, dost
thou steal 1" Or if he should say to him, “Why are you not a Christian ; why

are you not an open professor of that faith that you mer' That teacher has
absolutely no answer to give, A great instruotor in elocution said, the first,
second, and third qualifications in an orator were, action, action, acrion! Bo, if.
be were asked what were the first, second, and third qualifications in a Sabbath-.
Behool teacher, he would answer, piety, piety, pixry | 1l‘he Bible is means of’
instruction, Lessous drawn from its pages, embodied in its language,‘illustrated;
by ite incidents, based upon its facts—these are the prime means by which the
oung may be brought to the knowledge and love of the Saviour, Why {
use, emphatically, “ these are they that testify of Ohrist” Our religion: is
interwoven with the family institution, and it is at our peril if we overlook or
forget the religious instruetion of the young in the lmiry. Christ waa »

unto his parents, even at an age when many youth of our day think it proper to
shake off parental authority, ‘

Y
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« Blow ye the trumpet, blow!”

then led the audience in the Hymn,
pal report, which Was adopted.

esented their fi
esented a further report,—

Prof, Seager
The Business Committee then pr

The Committee on Resolutions pr
That the hearty thanks of this Convention be tendered to the General Secretary
for his faithful and laborious services during the past year; also to the members

of the Executive Committee, and the Committees of Arrunsemenu, as well as to
taries and Messengers, for their services during the Sessions of

the several Secre
this Convention. Qarried. .
ty and Townshi

Rev. GEORGE Brry urged on the delegates to form Coun
The discussion of practical uestions could come up better i su

Associations.
Associations than at & Convention such as this.

Rev. Mr. ALEXANDER said, if he was authorized by the Convention, he would
endeavour o organize & Association in his County.

Rev. Dr. Greex said that othe same position; and he would move
a resolution that the Convention delegates to form Oountyand Town-
ship Associations. .

(ddress the audience, He coD atulated

rs were io the
authorize all

Rey. Dr. RyzasoxN was pext called on to ad
the delegates on the vast and deeply.iﬂterw.ed audiences which attended
which he had never before seen equalled in

e
this country. Ev:;z heart in the assembly must feel deeply rateful to the
for that Divine influence which had rested upon all the
deliberations of this Convention. He ocould not help bearing testimony to the
clear and excellent judgment, and the rare ability, with which the President
presided over all the deliberations of the Convention. ‘Such ability for
ng & vast and miscellaneous assembly of this description, he had never seen
lation that they were

man
ed, and seldom equalled. It was also & matter of congratu
favoured with the presence of delegates from a neighbouring oountr{, who were not
of Sabbath- 1s, but whose lives and whose

* only deeply experienced in the wor
rated to it. They were under many obligations to their Ameri-.

powers are consec
can brethren for the suggestions they had offered, the pleasure they bad given, and
also for their cordig] co-operation in this noble work, in which there o ht, over the
whole country, tobe & beart-felt and practical annexation. (Ap&l:ng;. Especially
would he mention in this connection the valuable servioes of Mr. ls, of New
. York—(applauee)—a gentleman who, retiring from active commercial ursuite,
¢ bad consecrated those rare powers which he possessed to the gut work of th-
ls. Such conduct was : but to the city and
! oanntl&to which he belonged. It was & matter of thankfulness that so many
. from the United States aod Capada were associated in this noble work. Here
| and Ohristian rivalry. It was not

was & work in which there might be & pationa
territory ; it was pot whether the pited States

whetber we shall bave s0 muc

be annexed to Canada—(laughter)—or whether Canada shall be annexed to
the United States; but which of the two countries shall do the most for the in-
struction of the rising gcnmtlon—-(lpphuu)—whioh should do the most in
advancing civilization to the highest R:lnt ot our patriotie aspirations ; whi
should do the most to raise up & population mar for their strong sense, for
their vigorous industry, for their temperance, and their sobriety, and ior all those

yirtues which constitute & great people, and which lie at the basis of natjunal
(Applause). Other minor considerations, such as—
t—will be lost in the more

» (AP
whether we are united under one eivil polity or no
ht of the highest an purest

s work of spreading over our continent the ig

nristian civilization. It bad
looked back to that period as one of

a Sabbath-School teacher, and he
i and he could not but regard it as one of
-Schools deeline or be regarded with indif-

est spots in his Cliristinn experieoce ;
the greatest calamities should Sabbath

been fifty-one years sioce he (the speaker) became
e bright-
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ference. He thought the report of the secretary failed to give a complete estimate
of the number of Sabbath-Schools in the conntry, He was surprised to find that
some 1,200 or 1,800 echools had reported, whereas there were 4,800 Common 8ehoo!
in Ontario, and he thought there were more Sabbath than Common Sohools in
the country. According to the Statistics which had reached him, there were
2,125 Sunday-School Libraries, containing 823,628 volumes, In the blank reports
which he was sending out to the Common Schools, he intended in the future to
have a column for Sabbath-Schools, so that he-hoped to be able to bring to the
Convention next year a large amount of statisties on this subject. He concluded
by again expressing his pleasure at being permitted to take part in the proceed-

ings of the Convention, and hoping that they would in the future be blessed with
otill greater success in this divine work, (Applause).

A collection was then taken up.

A Dzrxeare inquired—How much do you want f

The Presioext—Five.hundred dollars.

Dr. Cavprcorr— One thousand dollars would answer better,

Prof. 8zacxr—I will be one of ten to make up one hundred dollars ¢f the
amount. (Applause).

The proposition was heartily responded to, Bubscriptions from individuals

and schools came pouring in, and in a few minutes, $613 wns announced, While
this was being done, :

Rev. Mr. Livinaston, of Goderich, offered to be one of

supply books to destitute gchools. The proposition was
few minqtes $400 was raised.

Rev. Dr. Wirkins, of Medina, N. Y., was now introduced, apd delivered a
farewell address on behalf of himeelf and his fellow delegates-from the United
States. He said lie was authorized by his co-delegates to express to the Conven-
tion their profound sense of gratitude for the cordiality with whioh they had been
received, and for the hearty, christian expression of regard that had been
accorded to them and their ‘country. I will bear to the New York Sabbath-
School Association, said Mr. W., an assurance of your earnest christian co
tion with them, which will contribute to their encouragement, and thelr success
in laboring to save the young. ' Wo have been endeavouring to perfect our
organization, and to extend its influence over the whole length and breadth of the
State. I have been thinking, Sir, of what old Archimedes ufd, “Glve me a fulerum
on which to rest my lever, and a place to stand, sod I will raise the world.”
In this blessed work, we have got the fulerum, the place where to stand, and now
Wwe are exerting our strength upon the lever, and when you uvite your strength
with ours we will lift the worltr: little higher, (Applause ) I eannot g0 away
from this city without expressing to the familiee b whom we have been enter-
tained our sense of the kindness we have received h!om them, I am sure myself
and my colleagues have been entertained in the most princely manner, I want to
tell you a little secret. We have been entertained at the house of Mr, Alexander
Manning, on Wellington Street, and we have been

permitted to re our
on the bed on which the Prince of Wales slept, (Laughter,) And

ot 1 must
tell you the perfume of Royalty has not in the least d sturbed my Hepubliean
nerves, (Continued Iaufbt.er.) I wish to say forther that fo that 0 was
a splendid lithograph of Her Ma}uty the Queen. (Cheers.) Permit me to my,
Sir, that I never see the image of that woman—the widow of one of the noblest
husbaods—(cheers)—nor read her name without thinking of .the exem
mother and the model woman. (Loud cheers,

before my Maker I am unconseious of any a
Majesty Queen Victoria, :

ten to raise $1,000 to
well received, nnd in a

Permit me here to sa —udph’
ected adulation—Long I{ve ber
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_(At this point a perfect storm of applause burst frem the assembly and con-
tinued for some minutes; and then, as if moved by a spontaneous impulse the
wast audience sprang to their feet, and the soul-stirring strains of

“God save our gracious Queen,
Long live our noble Queen,
God save the Queen!
Send her victorious,
Happy and glorious,—
Long to reign over us,
God save the Queen!”

led out in & burst of harmony that almost shook the building. This ‘outbreak
of loyal enthusiasm haviog subsided, the speaker resumed :)

I cannot allow myself, Mr, President, to trespass upon your time, (Go on, go on)
‘but permit me to say that in this great work {ou are turniog your attention just
recisely to that element of society that will seeure the most perfect triumph.
‘rlnlr. bear) You are not, Bir, taking the weapon by the blade, but by the
‘handle. Now, I heard some discussion yesterday on the end and aim of Babbath-
:School instruction. One word upon this point, for it is ve essential, It is our
work to teach the children how to get converted, and it is God's work to convert
them. I like Paul's theology, “ It is God that worketh in you to will and to do
of his good pleasure.” The difficulties in our way are very formidable. When
the women were going to the sepulchre of our Saviour they said to each other,
@ Who will roll us away the stone from the door of the sepulchre?” When they got
there they found that God had sent down his angel to roll away the stone. The
difficulty they expected was removed before they got there. So it will be with
our teaching; if we only work on in faith, if we only do our part, God will
remove the %iﬁoultlu in the way. Now, Bir, I take leave of you (shaking hands
with- the President—Mr, Marling.)  On behalf of my co-delegates from the New
York Sabbath-School Assosiation, I bid you farewell. I hope, Sir, to meet you
when the toils of life are over, in the land of the blessed, to go no more out for
ever. They may talk of the annexatiou of the two countries. I have no objection
toit. When the trump of the archangel shall sound I would just as soon rise
with Ohrist’s people in Caoada as anywhere else. Allow me to say to the
members of this Convention, and to the christian friends whom I have met here
that I shall be happy, God's providence permitting, to meet you in your next
annual Convention,—(Cheers)—when 1 believe I shall hear even more cheering
reports of the results of your labours. Now, Sir, I cannot shake hands with your

Oonvention individually ; let me do it in my beart. (Loud applause.)

Jorx Macooxnarp, Esq., of Toronto, replied to the address of the last speaker.
He said: How very much we owe to our American friends who bave come so far
to visit us on this extremely interesting occasion every ove in this houseean bear
ample testimony. However excellent our Convention might have beep without
them, it has been infinitely better with them, Every delegate is freeto admit the
lessons he has learned from their addresses and illustrations. We came here to learn
how to do this blessed Sabbath-School work in the best way ; and I am sure weall
feel that it is & mightier work than we ever before realized it to be. If we get hold
of the children we get bold of the world. An intelligent Roman Oatholie remarked
to me that he had thought the differences between rotestant bodies were greater
than they really are. He never suppos that they could meet on a common plat-
form, to_unite in a common work. And have we not ourselves discovered sinep wo
met here that our differences are nof as t as we supposed they were, (Chéers.)
And if no other object had been attained by this Convention this alone amply\re-

wyl us for the trouble of coming here. But this is not the only object attained..

o will go home with our hearts warmer in the work, and with a determination
to do more for Christ, This Convention will be a comparative failure unless every
man and every woman goes home fired with new zeal, and with a determination

-
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to conseerate themselves anew to this glorious work of their divine Master, We
have been convinced during the sessions of this Convention that if we had a hall
in Toronto capable of holding 5000 people we could have filled it with those
desiring to attend this Osnvention. (Cheers). I venture to predict that before
this: Convention meets again here we will have such a hall in this oity ; and that
when you sing that beautiful hymn, so sweetly sung during the sittings of this
Convention, “ Shall we gather at the river,” the music shall come from t e lips of
5000 people. (Cheers).  Allow me to say through you that the remembrances of
our esleemed American friends will be very plensant. Never shall we forget
them. Iam sure that I only repeat the sentiments of every earnest Sabbath-
School Teacher when I say to those dear brethérn that their labour will not be in
vain in the Lord. We wish them God speed. We wish them -bye; and we

shall long retain pleasant and lasting remembrances of their visit to wus.
(Applause).

Rev. Dr. Ryzrson—1 have omitted one thing I intended to have said. When
I alluded to my friend, Mr, Wells, I had connected with his name in my own mind
the name of my friend on my left—Prof. Seager. (Applavse.) I think we are
indebted as much to Mr. Seager, aa to any one in ividual—perhaps more—for much

of the spirituality and interest and pleasure we have experienced during the
sessions of this Convention. (A pplause).

By request, Prof. Seager then sang * Battling for the Lord.”

Rev. R. F. Buans, D.D,, of Chieago, was the next speaker. He said:—If we
go down to the sea-shore when the tide is low we notice a great many little
muddy pools. In a little time the tide comes up, and then those little pools are -
lost. 8o when the tide of christian sentiment and sympathy is low the Church
has been like those little pools. I think throughout this delightful meeting the
tide has been rising, rising, rising | And now all the little pools are lost. (Cheers).
At the opening of the Church with which I am conuected we had a festival, and
at the end of the room we bad hung up that time honored flag that has “braved
a thousand years the battle and the breeze.” And crossing it that other flag that
may now be truly said to wave over the land of the free as well as the home of
the brave. I felt when I looked at these two flags, Let them ever be crossed thus,
and let that tongue cleave to the roof of the mouth and the right hand lose its
cunning that would ever utter a syllable or pen a sentence that would involye in
war these two great Protestant powers. (Loud cheers). And whilst speaking of
the former flag, allow me to say that it was the flag that the citizens of Toronto
gave to those nob!e‘.('{oung men who when those miserable wretches, the Fenians,
came across the border about a year ago,—(I rejoice to know that our dear brother

Wells is doing what he can for theif benefit,) (laughter)—at the peril of their
situations and their lives, came ovey here to—

*“ Strike till $he last armed foe expires,
Btrike for tiieir altars and their fi

Strike for the green graves of their Sires ;
God, and their native land.” (Cheers).

We feel in connection with this blessed meeting that there is what has been
spoken of as “a better annexafion, a better reciprocity.” We go for that glorious
anpexation—the annexation of our Country to Him, whose “large and great
dominion shall, from sea to sea extend.”  Though political and commereial
trealies be repealed, it is a blessed thought that there is a better reciprocity
treaty that can never be repealed. We need more christian heroism. To every
Sabbath-School teacher present I would say “ Be up and doing.” '

“In the world’s broad fleld of battle,
In the bivouac of life,
Be not like dumb driven cattle,
Be & hero in the strife!”
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During the battle of Waterloo, at a critical period, when the soldiers were
beginning to waver, the Iron Duke came in sight. One of the officers cried out, to
encourage his men, “ Yonder's the Duke, ‘he is worth five thousand of us, any
day!” Ttis a blessed thought that we have a glorious Captain of Salvation, who
has been appointed Leader and Commander to us in this great work; and He is
« the chiefest among ten thousand, and the altogether love};y.” I was thinking of
an old chieftain, who fell at the battle of Preston Pans, fighting for the cause of
Prince Charlie. His followers, seeing their chief fall, bégan to waver, when he,
raising up his head, exclaimed, “ I am not dead, my ehilgren; I am only looking
to see that you will do your duty!” Oh | there is One who has died for us, but
who is saying to us, “ Fear not, 1 am He that liveth and was dead ; and, behbld,
T am alive for evermore " Is not He lookingbdown to-night, to see if we do our
duty! May we go from this Convention” with a fresh baptism, a renewed conse-
cration, and a determination to go forth to do battle for the Lord. Will we not
all heartily respond in our lives, as well as in our words, to the gentiments of that
noble song, “ We'll work till Jesus comes; we'll work till Jesus comes I’ (Applause.)

OLOSING ADDRESS BY THE . PRECIDENT,

After the singing of the 20th Psalm,—

The Presipext, Rev. F. H. Marling, remarked, that in bringing this Convention

to a close, he would remind them that they had all come together in order to learn
bow to woik for Jesus ; how to live for Jesus ; how to pray to Jesus ; how towin
souls to Jesus, ‘And the FLord will not hold us guiltless if we go away from ‘this
place merely telling every one what a good time we have had, what hospitaity
we have enjoyed, what addresses were given, what splendid meeitngs we byd,
what excitement, what scenes, what sensations, what eloquence, what marvellgus
exhibitions of teaching, what curious and amusing and _thrilling incidents yere
related. If we stop there, brethren, gin, a great sin, will lie at our door. iho,
then, is willing to consecrate his services, this day, unto the Lord! We/have
been dwelling upon the heights of Zion, during these days. It has been the very
Mount of Transfiguration unto us ; and I do think we have eeen m;?t)eof the
Saviour in his glory, than we have been wont to see. And have we rot felt, as
we got tearer to the Saviour, that we have also got nearer to one another. Shall
we not go to our homes with a larger and deeper sense of our brotherhood. I do
think that God confers upon a man one of his greatest blessings, when he thus
enlarges his mind and ennobles his heart; and, instead of suffering him to think that
all Christianity and liberality are in his own Church, brings him,_out of that narrow
enclosure, into the wide field of the world, wherever Christ’s redeemed are, and leads
him to feel that One is our Master, even Chriet, and all we are brethren ; that there
are diversities of opeiation, but the same spirit, differences of administrations,
but the same Lord. We bave enjoyed that feeling here very much, and I hope
that we shall cherish it when we leave, and return to work for our Master day
by day. And especially, bretbren, carry home with you that language of the
Saviour with which we commenced our service to-night—‘‘ Lovest thou me ?
Feed my lambs.” Every little child is a lamb in the fold of the Good Shepherd.
Brethren, it is a different thing to work for the Master from day to day from what
it Is to come ‘here and enjoy those services. A very different thing. - There is
many a ove that can be thrilled with enthusiasm in such a gathering as this, that
cannot sit down during an hour on Sabbath and bear with the waywardness and
the ignorance, and the inattention of a class ; that cannot go with the wandering
one day by (iay. and work, and pray, and love on, till that soul is brought to
Christ. But the Lord has brought us here, and given us this meeting, that we

ht be strengthened for work—for work at home, for work as long ns we live,
1 dare say some of you felt a certain degree of disappointment in some matters
in connectifn with this Conveniion. We have not been able to cover the whole
ground lafd out in the circular. But I do feel that & great impulse has been
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given to the Sabbath-School cause in Toronto, and in Canada, by our coming
together ; and that we shall go home wiser and better for having come together
here. On behalf. of our citizens, I do heartily thank you for accepting our invie
tation to meet here. We have richly enjoyed your society, in our homes, in the
prayer-meeting, and in the various other services on this occasion. You have
conferred a great benefit upon this city, and our schools will feel the impulse that
you have imparted to them, It will\\b\e seed that will leave fruit, some thirty,
..some gixty, and some an hundred fold!" ‘(Applause).

Bishop Ricmanpson remarked that forty-three years ago, the only Sabbath-
School in Toronto was held in a little brick chureh, on the site of which Knox
Ohurch now stands. Tt was interesting and encouraging to mark the rapid pro-
gress of Sabbath-Schools sinee that time.

The Prrsrornt then read a passage of Seripture, after which Mr. Ralph Wells
offered a few remarks, and led in prayer. The President then pronouneed
the benediction, and the delegates nng friends separated, saying one to another,
“ It has been good fer us to be here.”

N

GENERAL REMARKS,

PRINCIPALLY FROM REPORTS OF COUNTY AND CITY SECRETARIES,

Counry or Brant.—The Rev. W. Cochrane writes that, “aftef. repeated ealls
upon Superintendents, I have in some cases had no answer.”

Comprox.—Mr, Hurd expresses his disappointment in receiving so few returns
from the schools to which blanks were sent. He says, “I think your Society may

do good by sending a suitable person to organize Sunday School Conventions in
the Eastern Townships.”

DruMMOND AND ARTHABASKA.—Mr, Jas. Miller says, “ 1 can only give you an

approximate report. Upon the whole, the want of interest taken generally in our
Sunday Schools is much to be regretted.”

Evain~Mr, E, A, Dunham writes, “I am very sorry that it (the report) does
not give a fuller statement of the schools in this County. I bave been much dis-
appointed in some of the parties on whom I depended for statistics,”

Fronresac.—Mr. J. Paton reports, “after waiting for one Township Secretary for
a month, 1 am obliged to send the report away without his, This Country presents
a wide and interesting field for Sabbath School work. In the rear the County is
wild, and the eettlements scattered, the people far from Church and Sabbath
School ; without personal visitation it is impossible to obtain any Sunday School
statistics from these vast districts. There is a fair field for the labors of a Sunda
School Missionary. Reports from every Township shewing that hundreds of
children are uncared for in the essential requirements of spiritual instruction,
Many of the Sunday Schools are conducted on the most primitive (and often de-
fective) principles, library books, Sunday Schoal papers, suitable hymns, &e. bei
uoknown. A good Sunday School paper similar to the Sunday School Times o
Philadelphia, glvmgeiuformation, &c., would be of incalculable benefit. Several
new schools bave been opened, with most encouraging prospects. Two schools

are actively engaged in Mission work, and support an orphan in a Mission Institu-
tion in Caleutta.” ; )

Gnmu.u.—'l’hg Rev. J. B. Mullan says, “ with sorrow we write in answer to-
the two last questions. ' Oh for an outpouring of God's Holy Spirit upon our
¢fforts, that the lambs of the flock may also be brought into the Saviour's fold.”

!




50
o

« Neither Oxford nor Wolford have seot returns.” A Sunday School Convention
for this County and Leeds was held in. Brockville last summer.

Horox.—Rev. A! McLean (Blyth) writes, “all the schools which reported, affirm
that they are progressing favourably.”

Hasrinas.—The Secretary, Hon. Billa Flint, “ regrets that it is out of his power
to give full statistics, 1st. The removal of some of the Township Secretaries.
2nd. Three of the most active were engaged in the elections as Candidates. 8rd.
Tllness prevented him from moving in the matter. 4th. Depending on receiving
information from some, which bas not arrived. In all I should be safe in putting
down the number of schools at from 70 to 80.” ’

Havron.—* The 14 schools reporting, (says the Rev. R. Ewing), are a very
small proportion of the number of Sabbath Schools in the County. "My impreesion
is that while as to extended organizations or routine effort, the cause maintains
its ground in our districts, only with a large outpouring of the Spirit of Grace
and supplication upon our Pastors, Sunday School Teachers, and amilies gene-
rally, may we expect to have anything encouraging to report.

Haromaaxp.—~Tho Rev, J. Rennie reported that, “about 20 schools are not
reported. Our Convention here was very successful, larger than last year.”

Kivasrox.—Of this ity it is said that the report presented “ gives a satisfactory
view of the position of it as regards its Sunday Schools. One of the schools re-
ported, superintended by the City Missionary, consists entirely of negleeted
children. ' One school has collected for Missionary purposes, $288,44, another
lupgortl an orphan in India. One Sunday Sehool reroru want of Bibles and
books. The elder girls of one echool were assembled last winter to sew for the
benefit of the school, these meetings were crowded, interesting and profitable.”

Kxxr.—The Rev. G. Goodson says, “ the returns are to be considered rather as
an approximation to the facts perfaining to the echools, than as furnishing the
exact figures. I am eatisfied the figures are below rather than above.

Lxzps—A County Convention held in Brockville for this County and Grenville.
~ Lawsron.—Joshua Adams, Esq. writes, “ In 18661 re rted 64 schools. Iam
satisfied there were at least a dozen new schools established within this County
during the past year, and that there are at least 65 Sunday Sehools in our County.
‘Want of suitable libraries in Country Schools, apathﬁ’ and indifference in many
professing Christians, irregularity of attendance in Teachers, and a want of a
thorough oversight and system of teaching and visilation of absentee scholars
are among the evils complained of in the reports sent me.”

Livcorx.—The Secretary, D. W. Beadle, Esq., complains of the difficulty of
obtaining statistics, This Ceunty has a Sabbath School Association. A Sunday
School Convention was held in the town of St. Catherines during the past year.

. Lonpox,—The Rev. Jas. Cooper says, “the Sabbath School interest is very fair
in London. Another Sunday Schoo Convention was held this summer, and we
have determined to have another in February.

MonrrEAL—"One or two schools situated among the poorer classes s'ritu
Mr. L. Oushing, Jr.,) bave sewing classes, savings' banks, children's monthly con-
certs, Temperance Societies, &c. One school has visitors present during the

ng and closing exercises of the school, who, between these services, visit
absentees and search for new scholars. Duriog the early part of the summer an
association of Sunday School Teachers was organized.” !

NoaroLx.—Mr, Romaine Van Norman, the County Secretary, says, “ we have
not been able to get returns from two whole Townships, and only from one school
in another,” A Sunday School Convention had just been held, and an orglglll-
tien set a going to hold quarterly meetings with public meetings in the evenings.

Soura Onrtario.~—Mr. E, N. Thomas, Secre of this diutrlo:hnpom that
the schools in Whitby Township “have generally adopted mon { Teacher's
meetings” A Sunday School Convention was held lately in Columbus, and an
association organized for South Ontario, Regr
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PxrL—This County has had a Sunday School organization in successful opbra-
tion since 1867, the Secretary, R. Smith, Esq., is most devoted to the cause, but
being a candidate at the late eleotion, and other things, have prevented a full
repott being rendered, therefore part of the last year's has been taken,

Prixce Epwarp.—Mr. W, J. Porte says, “I think there is more iiiterest taken
in Bunday Schools this year than in former years.”

Prrersoroven.—Lt. Ool. Haultain says, “several schools have not reported.
We held a Sunday School Convgption in this place (the town of Peterborough),
in June last, which was not well ®ftended, but I trust it will not be without some
advantage to us. It is determined, God willing, to hold our County Convention
annually.”

Poxriao~The Rev. D. Wardrope reports that his County is thinly settled, that
there are several schools where there are no ministers. Man! schools have been
organized this year, consequently the reports are imperfect an incomplete. There
has been some awakening recently regarding Sunday 8chool work.

Renreew.—The Rev, J. McEwen in his report says of the remarks made b
Superintendents on the state and prospects of the schools in their locality. The
ls are on the whole well supplied with libraries, uniformity of lessons in each
scheol obtaine, quite an impetus has been given to Sabbath School singing, a
reflex result of the Provineial Convention

Sixoor.—The Rev. J. G, Sanderson réports that “the labours of the Rev. J.
MeKillican have been very successful in this region; he has organized a number

of schools which appear prosperous and healthy, The question of a County Con-
vention is being considered.

Toronro.—Mr. J. J. Woodhouse reports that a social gathering of Sunday
School teachers, &c., held in the Music Hall, in March last, led to the holding of
Monthly Union Teachers’ Megtings, for prayer and mutu improvement, which
were profitably sustained atil the late Convention, and” he believes tended to
that union which so much fided in carrying out the late Provineial Convention.
Also that the number of Mission Schools in the city is on the increase, and the
poor and uncared for are being brought under reﬁgious instruction.  Various
churches have established Dorcas Societies for clothing poor scholars.

Referring to the means of relaiving the poorer and more unruly classes, Mr,
W. says, “I know of a very interesting case, where a young lady has a class
of 10 or 15 very rough boys; at first ‘it was necessary for her to visit these
boys constantly during the week, and remind them of, and almost drag or drive
them to the Sabbath class; but by constant kindness and manifested fntemt in
their welfare their hearts have been won, and there exists now little need for
such exertion. This class meets the teacher at her house-once & week regularly.
Many of them have left. off drinking and the use of tobacco through her persuasion,
they leave their savings with her to be taken care of. In cases where they bave
been tempted to commit any glaring sin or break the promises made to their
teacher, they go at once and confess their fault to ber, and she does not fail to

them to Him, to whom all confessions should be made, and who alone is able to
forgive and restore.”

VavoreviL.—~Mr. Wm, Hodgson states that all (he Sunday Schools of the
County but one are in operation. That when all are, they comprise nearly all
the protestant population in the County.

Norra WxLriNeTON.—Rev. Thos, McGuire says, “though I have taken a good

deal of trouble and spent both time ard money, yet I have almost failed in getti
co-operation in Sunday School matters, If spared another year I think Tlh:ﬁ

be able to succeed.” !
Wourz axp Ricamonp —Mr. Goodhue here reports the schools much as last year,

Yorx—Mr. Joo, T. W, Wallis thinks that “a depot for books suitable for Sab-

bath School teachers and scholars and Sunday School iodicals suited for
teachers would be a great boon.” 4 A .
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h'If are|l'ge

7 are.

Yes. [454] ).

I Decrease.

. | S+

16

Ibut 60! 8

. Scholars Church o
' :L I Menfbers. ” g i

<o
<
(=]

81

208,
24
182

402

139
b5

138
165

448
11
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THE YEAR ENDING 1st OCTOBER, 1867,

SECRETARIES, &C., BY REV. W, MILLARD, GENERAL SECRETARY,

Scholars Church

Scholars added to

Church.

Names of Secretaries.

P, 0. Address.

REMARrks.

-
a0,

300

m
31
208!

24
182

402

139
b5

138
165

448

f
3

e
«
<

Rev. J. Scott
R. Pridham

----------

Napanee .... ...
Grenville

Braotford

----------------

ooooooo

-------

-------

ooooooooooo

No regular Secretary .

-
\

Do do

Not reported,

with about 1,000 scholars.

Only a partial report.

Taken from last year's report.

++ |Rev. G. Blair, M.A ...|Bowmanville ....|Tsken from last year’s report.
84|E, A, Dupham ....... Port Burwell ...,

oo TR s5vseiiivt Windsor ........ Last year’s report,

These sch
BRI s o5 0i s avidih Kingston ., .... { mmm;i'f'&ﬁ'}'? in the 6 front

.. |Rev. J. B. Mullan..,,, Spencerville ..., 7
26(Rev. J: Rennie....... Dunanville ,,..... 20 sehoals send no report,
16|Rev. R. Ewing ..... oo Georgetown ..... Only a partial report. ’
43|P. W. Dayfoot ..... «.|Hamilton ...,.... s b

Hou. Billa Fliot...... Belleville ..... { there are from 75 5 30 B G 1t
the county—say 75,
Rev. A, McLean...... 4 PP 19 8. 8. not reported.
++ |Rev. G. Goodson ...,.|Chatham . .......
! i 3 large schools furnish no re.
19|No acting Secretary . . |Kingston ...... { report ; said to have 63 teach-
ers and 500 scholars.
65(J. Adams ........... Barls . .oiiideds 26 8. 8. not reported.

.. |Rev. R. Lewis ....... Lanark Village. . . |Only a partial report,

2/Rev. W. M. Roger....|Perth .......... :

-+ |Rev. H, Gordon,......|/Gananoque ......|8 schools ve no report,

o |T. W.Cnsey......... Napanee ........ Taken last year's report.
15/D. W. Beadle .........ISt. Catharines .. .|Several 8. 8§ rnish no report.
91|Rev. James Cooper...|London ......... Episc. Ch. schools not rep’rted.
. |P\Campbell ......... Invernees ....... Taken from last year's report,
~—Rev. J. A. R. Dickson.|London ......... From report of lact year.

oo : ‘ 12‘0.85 ?.n?lt repo;t:djoommnlng
e
L. Cushing, jun....... Montreal ...., et m tl:: ;“‘hcl TN
iu the city.
48| Romaine Van Norman.|Simeoe ......,{ [There are 18 or 10 more 8. 8.
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STATISTICS OF SABBATH SCHOOLS FOR THE

[

3 -
|28 14.[8 £ g,z |8 g
s % 3515 ,% (358 4] 33 @
. L0 « - o - — -
County or City. | 3 |~ |98 ,-_'E* ; 2= .50 "3 3 O.g
AR T AT £t
< s >B|sH|ER |5 B |ED|gA| =S8
% AL PR Eiad clal LR g Ciad BC 24 - v
38/Ontario, Seuth ..... 18| 227| 168 194[1657(1088) 6 | 87| Yes | 96 98
SOJOourio,Nortb ..... e Ot Bl oses win A G0 U AR - £ 25 .
40{0ttawa . .......00n 1ol 1881 .. | s7l1481| .. | 10 | se2fallb’t1(181] .. 19
41/0xford ........... 48 449| .. | .. [8810] .. | .. | .. 7 Y 3 :
42 ' 3
44 |Peterborough ...... 62
a5|Pootine ...........| 18| 66| 62| 63 &4 o y
46(Prescott. .......... Bl i L 20 PR iy e PR R L o
48|Renfrew . .... A : L . 40
.......... ; . g F P R 18
Sherbrooke ...l 5| 28| .24 ‘ool a18 1| oo [ o oL | ssf .. 3 o
,  b52|Simooe, North/..... ol 70l 61| o2l so08| 688 .. |..| .. [|128] .. i A 40
\\ 53/Simeoe, South ..... RS tavens NS 0 kit Loas. T as s e
‘ \“#Bumteld ........ BN e BTG e P L ST AT T R
56/Stormont”. . ... .. ol SN Bhows sv] T PRI RV B ;
f Y
|
- 56|Toronto . .o.o.. ... 5| 785! 613| 654/72486027| 11 | 887(102are|478|180 280
...... 4 4 80
58| Vietoria .......... 80 :
59|Waterloo . ........ nl ne| es| es|.817| s60| 3 | 14095 are| 82| .. . 28
& go|Wellaad . .......... s5| 288 230| 174/2106 1qu 7| nolsoaref11s| 76 m
61|Wellington, North..| 7| 76| 67| 65| 606| 381| 4 | o6/ .. 109] .. 69
Bt o’w.uim south .. . e .. . .o .o e .o . . 7 ¢
8 68/ Wentworth .. ......| 86| 860| .. | «o |1B00] oo | o0 f o0 ] ew ] oaef oo
3 64| Wolfe and Richmond| 14| 67] .. | «« | 8T «u | oo [ oe ] wu | wef oo T
I b sis vo. 9o 55| 466! 862, 308/8881/2400( 18 | 290|allbts2(849| 96 160
“Q“M TR R l‘ lsz . . 106‘ . . . .. LR . e L
‘1 .idd‘m' Nom‘ . Io 70 .. . .00 .. . .. . ) . ;

Ithmp!dndodebn&hhhnmord of the full pumber of Babbath-Schools
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YEAR ENDING 1str OCTOBER, 1867.—(Continued.)

8
T3
8 a8
CEIS . g R
2 -§ Names of Seoretaries, | P, O, Address. EMARKS,
33|35 ~
32135
- 7 schools in the t'hp. of Whitby
98| 17/E. N.Th 048.,.,,...|Brooklin ...... { ish
° schoolin Pickering ls verareng
i9 GWALamb ssssesesOttawa.......... A
e AR L N R RS t“l" .
. No acting Becretary ek - nt'nm{.‘ s 4§
Robert Smith. ,...,.. Brampton . ,.,. { full rep’t; drawn from last yr's;
several new schls in 4
¢+ | ++ |James Hogg........./Stratford
62| 80|Lieut.-Col. Havitain .. Peterborough . . . .|Several schools not reported,
7|  4|Rev.D. Wardrope. ... |Bristol ,..,.... + « |Beveral new schools organised.
Ry + |Rev. W, Lumsden, M.A|Vankleek Hill ...{Taken from report of last year.
oo ] 2o | o dls ONES s vnennecslPIOAR s o e
40{ 15/Rev. J, McEwen. , ..., Pembroke.......
18/  6(Rev. J. 0. Smith ,.... Oumberland . ... |7 schools make no report.
oo bt M R Sherbrooke . . .«  [some schools make 6 reeéet. -
40/ - 20(Rev. J. G. Sanderson . Rugby........ g '°o',$l‘.°3'r:.'.',?fu'ﬁ"§ﬁ;’.d g l’!‘i:'y'.
with 177 teachers,847 scholars.
............. ‘ ““““”“””oz(c)hobl:“nofozeporthedm-id
2901 128J. J. Woodhouse ... Toronte ....,,{ | sasomtaiaittess J?"?""i:.w:
The increase is in 18 schoo
the decrease in 14,
80| 86|W, Hodgwn ........ Pt. aux ClVIgnl]. Taken from report of last year.
L MeGui . Lindes Alnogpa::hfumh‘ tlﬂz
otuire .........|Lindeay ...... ‘;;l;b:nm&
23 17James Dalgliesh . ... . RGOS ':.mnu'f.'a."ﬁpw'{'"'u""m.
i i e
n
171|  71|Rev. Geo. Bell, M.A .. |Olifto i
o oveeee1 | Mg e
Wel rep. 4 ochoollh_ltyr.‘
69| 21|Rev. Thos. McGuire. ..|Glenallan . ......
+ | ++ |Rev. R. Torrance .... OIS .oiec.ss
+ |D. B. Chisholm ,,,,,. Hamilton. .. .. ¥
| * {1 Goodbue ....... Duawill ....... § rest ke e paanised; the
160 820J.T. W. Wallis ...... n‘uuom.....i T, ooy, 2ore schos! 0
Rev. D, Marsh . ,..... Quebee ........ o e e 58

.. |Rev. H. Obristopherson

+ | Last year's report.
Ailsa Onl‘..... ¥

»

*

-

....

in the Provinces of Ootario and Quebee, The above statistics bave

been taken




ally from the last reports of the County and City Secietaries. In some
instances information has been gathered from other sources—some bave referred
the General Secretary to the reports of 1866, Where no reports have been
received this year, or where very meagre reports have been received, the General
Secretary has considered it best to draw from the re(s)ort.s of 1866, The last
column in the Schedule will show where this has been done. There is, however,

a marked advance in the number of schools, &c., reported. Whereas

In 1865 only 448 schools were reported,
In 1866, 1294 do » do

This yeari 186'7, 1480 schools are spoken of.

1268 schools furnish some statistics.
No. of Teachers (including those in 24 schools organized by Rev.

rincip

JI ncKillim)...l..'.l'Ol..."l.. lllll 'R LR R R B ..l..llpbgs
Average attendance of Teachers «o.o.v. TR g o P .. 6,242
Teachers Church Members ...... U PP R R T T 5,700
Scholars on School Rolls (including those in echools organized by

Mr, MOKillioAD) . .oovvsvacsansnrsnasnssnnanes e s DRETS
Average attendance of Scholars, ..coovsressrenes *hesnes ' X 46,363
Net increase of Scholars .....ccocevirercaneees TRy EREAS
Scholars Church Members. ....ooecevsrcercs RGNy s 8,265

1,019

Scholars added to the Church, .. voodvvanerrnacnerrvnannsnes
The inequality between the pumber of Tedchers and Scholars, and their average
attendance, arises from the sverﬁe attendance not being always reported. e
same may be noticed of Church Membership. > 4
" A large number of Ministers’ Bible Olasses are reported; in some inslances
#he number is not given, but the greater part are included in the schools.

WILLIAM MILLARD, General Secretary.
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Sabbath- School Conventions :

THEIR IMPORTANCE AND OBJECTS, AND THE BEST
METHOD OF CONDUOTING THEM

BY REV. GEORGE BELL,

A

-Being the Essay to which was awarded the First Prise, at the Provincial Fadbathe
School Convention of 1861, ,

——

One of the most wonderful facts to be observed fo the Obristian Obureh of
‘the present day is the position occupied by the SBabbath-school,
atively recent origin, it embraces a million of teachers and six millions of
A power in the old and wealthy congregation, ag important agency in the new
and struggling Mission Station ; an angel of light and joy to the dens of
wretchedness in the erowded city, and a messenger of glad tidings to the dis-
tant country settlement, its blessed influence has grown wit astonighin
rapidity ; and its results in proportion to the mental and pecuniary wealth
capital employed, have shown it to be an evangelistic agency of high value to
the Church of Christ. In’the creation of a new literature of most extensive in.
fluence, in re-modelling Church Architecture, in rapidity of growth, in vastness

of equipment, and power of earnest working, it stands alone, as ¢ b great fact
of the day.

The great object of the Sabbath-School ente

young. We seek to lay hold of the young life and bave it given to Jesus; to
reach the fountain of influence. in the buman mind, and impress it for eternal
life. A pebble or a few grains of sand may decide whether the rain drog fall
ing on the crest of the Rocky Mountains sball flow Westward to the Pacifie
Ocean, or Eastward to the Gulf of Mexico, but let the little rills combine into
the broad and deep river, and what power can turn It from its course? 8o a

gentle influence may turn the tender heart of the child into a beavenward course,
but if that child is left alone until evil passions have ﬁr;wn strong, these
sions become like the irresistible river. To draw the

bs to Jesus, to | v
for the development and training and working out of a Christian character, and

rprise is the salvation of the

to train up the youth to a ripe Bible scholarship are the alms of Babbath-~chool
workers. Who then are qualified for such a work? In the urgent call for
labourers many must be employed who bave not had great advantages in early
life as regards scholarship, and comparatively few have had much ex nee in
the principles and practice of Sabbath School teaching, They may bave a falr
education, they may be careful students of the Bible, and they. may be earnestly
pious, but without experience or special training, they work at s sad disadvan-
tage either in the general management of a &bsctb-!obool, or in the teachin

of a class. Even were Opportunities of training in all the uslifications of ﬁo’
teachers much more abundant than they are, a very gres deficlency would be
practically felt, arising from the rapid development of the Babbath.
and the wide extent of its field of operation. To be a good

deacher involves a number of qualifica

43, earnest plety, & good edueation
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le, and the pumerous appliances in use for its elucida-
tion, considerable power of illustration, and apiness to teach, as well as the
power of managing & clags, the members of which are brought together only
once a week, keeping them in order, exciting an interest in the lessom, &n

maintaining that interest to its close. The proper management of a school in-
volves additional qualifications, but which need not be here specified. Hence
two facts of serious moment force themselves on our attention ; first, that the
number of thoroughly qualified superintendents and teachers urgently require

by the Sabbath-School enterprise is vastly beyond the present ability of the
Christian Church to supply ; and seécond, that there are no adequate an

practicable means of speedily training a sufficient supply of such workers.

‘What possible agency then can be employed for removing the evils arising
from such a state of things? There are many Sabbath-School workers who are
gensible of th ienci d willing to learn. For such, Sabbath-School
Associations an afford the most ready means of improvement.
Earnest labourers meet to compare their experience, their ‘diﬁicnlties and their
plans. Questions put and answered may bring out informdtion of the highest

nce of the few who have gpent years in the study and prac-

yalue. The experie

tical working out of the problems of Sabbath-School labour, becomes available

to the many ; and a beginner may learn the means of introducing improvements

at once, which would have required perhaps years to discover by his own un-

aided efforts. The great value of this means of diffusing -information and

jnfluencing many earnest minds is felt and acknowledged in the extent to which
guch agency is now employed for promoting desirable objects, whether these are
religious, scientific or political. Where practicable, an Association should be
formed under & few simple rules, and regular times appointed for holding its
Conventions This Association may embrace the Sabbath-School workers within
any extent of territory from & village or township to a nation.

acquaintance with the Bib

¥

THE IMPORTANCE AND OBJECTS OF SABBATH-SCHO
VENTIONS.

OL CON-

Earnest Christian men and women met for a day or

{ve their minds and hearts to the study 0
bbath-School, can gcarcely leave the meeting without

ugt, make them ever

workers, ripe experience brought to
votional spirit which pervades the assembly,
bring the goul up to the fountain of spiritual influence, the
pressed in the fewest words, the discussion of idteresting and pra
and the model exercises which are introduced —all exert & P

ce for good on those who attend. Earnestness
ins much of the
and the best modes of managing a school.

rtance and value of these conven
pfluence in awakening zeal.

jnfluen
the earpest learner obtal

modes of teaching & class

Ia considering the impo

should be assigned to their i
ment of Christian effort in which zeal is
perbaps none in which it is s apt to cool.
to raise those who are languid, and to keep up th

riodically wpliod,

earnest. When & Convention bas been well conducted, and the members of it

rate with their love to the Saviour and lambs of His flock quickened,
al kindled with fire from

His work renewed, and their ze

ve nature of

for two or three days tor

f the means of higher efficiency in the
baving received ben-
efits, which if properly followed up, m afterwards -better

ar on the inexperienced, the deep de-
the prayers and praises which
best thoughts ex-
gtical ques-
owerful
kindles earnestness, and

most valuable truth respecting the best

tions the first place
There is perhaps no
o necessary for success, and

A healthy stimulus needs to be pe-
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| these ministers, superintendents and teachers shall
around them a pregious

above, it cannot
nder such influences without extending
Obristianity is thus applied in numerous
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"places at once, and spiritual refresbilig may come on many desért spots. The
light bearers come together to have their own souls brightened, and then re-
turn to cause their light to shine in many dark places for many days to come,

Another benefit arising from a Sabbath-School Convention is to be found in
its drawing christians of different names nearer together. Under the warmth of
the spirit of love the affections are drawn forth to others, who, however diffe
in external things, are felt to be one in Christ. Sectarian prejudices are soften-
ed down or removed to such an extent that the question is forgotten as to what
section of the Christian Church one or another may belong. If in any a
intense earnestness is peculiarly necessary for doing the work of Ohrist, and
reality is needed instead of sham and pretence, the present is that age. The
blessed influences of closet communion with God are augmented and extended
by the devotions and other exercises of the Convention, and we return to our
individual fields of labour, loving one another more deeply as we have learned
to see the likeness of Christ in each’ other, and feeling that we have received a

fresh baptism of the Holy Spirit to prepare us for renewed work for Christ, as
fellow-workers with Him. J

An important benefit of these Conventions is in the large amount of praetical
knowledge which is acquired in a comparatively short time. The meetings usually
have the presence of Sabbath-School men of great experience in the peculiarities
of the work, and who are capable of conveying much of that knowledge to others
in the exercises of the Convention ; while the experience of even the humblest
workers is valuable as a means of mutual help and encouragement, and much
information in the best methods of instruction is eventually given and received.
As many are teachers in the Sabbath-School who are very destitute of a theoretic
knowledge of the science of education and a practical knowledge of the art of
teaching, the use of the Convention we are now considering becomes a very im-
portant one. It is not assumed that a Convention or a number of Conventions
will make a person a good teacher who has never been regularly trained as a
teacher. But in the great and pressing necessity of the case, in the number of
untrained teachers who must be employed the results of the Convention are highly

to be prized, and thankfully to be used for even partially supplying a great
want,

The Sabbath-School Convention has been the means of developing correct
ideas of the immense importance of Sabbath-School labour. So quiet and unob-
trusive is the humble and self-denying work of many workers in this field, that
the Ohurch of Christ is slow to learn its real value, The value of the Sabbath-
School as a link of connection between the ehildren of Church members ang the
Church has been often overlooked. Its power as an evangelistic agency both
in Church and Mission efforts has not been fully appreciated. One houy in &
week for religious instruction appears very little for those neglected children
whose days are spent in vice; yet, let it be observed that in many cases it is
their only source of religious instruction, and it is cause of thankfulness that,
feeble as it is, it has been the means of bringing many precious souls to Jesus,
Apart from SBabbath-School Conventions few are fully aware of the wonderfully
rapid development of Sabbath-School labour, or of the value of that labour ag
an evangelistic agency. Conventions are well fitted to impress these truths on
the minds of those who attend, and as these are likely to be earnest Chris
much is done to bring out the proper relation: between the Church and School,
and to bring the working piety of the former to bear on the improvement and
advancement of the latter, Christians will do well to consider the following
indisputable truths; first, every kiad of effort for the moral and religious im-
provement of the world is suffering ‘from a deficiency of the means, moral and
material, which Are necessary for the highest success, and pasticularly, the defi-

iency of personal effort. This want is severely feit in the Sabbath-School

- enterprize. Secondly, the health of the soul requires the use of the above named
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means, and especially that of personal effort in working for Jesus. Sabbatb-
School Conventions bring out in & very impressive manner these truths, and
show that self-denying labour in seeking to save the young is the best remedy .
for those soul diseases 80 prevalent amoug Christians now. Is the Christian
guffering from doubts and fears and darkoess of mind? Are his affections cold
and his aspirations feeble? Let him'go with earnest personal effort to work for

Jesus, and a morning of joy will dawn on his soul.

The benefits of a Convention are not confined to those who attend. Returning
home aroused and quickened from the stirring exercises in which they have
taken part, they put forth thoughts and efforts which arouse other minds, fresh
geal is infused into the community, and the -teaching and conducting of the

school is improved.
The last object of a Sabbath-School Convention we ghall here mention is the
r the gxtension of Sabbath-8chool work in

organizing and directing of efforts fo
the field embraced by the Oonvention, whether that be a Province, a County,
a City, or a Townsbip. There is everywhere a field of labour and a work to be

done for the extension of the Sabbath-School Mission. To overtake this work
brought 80 near us, is a plain duty, but how to do it is somelimes & problem of
dificult solution. A Convention affords the opportunity of organizing the avail-

advantage.

able means which can be employed, and of using them to the best
By consulting as to the best means and combining their efforts, the earnest
workers may be able to excite an interest in the work, where such does not
already exist, and in many {nstances to succeed in opening and keeping up new
Schools in localities hitherto destitute. This may be done by pergonal effort in
fields of limited extent, as in & city, town or township. Where an Association
embraces a wider field as & County or Province, much may be done by employ-
to canvass the field, co-operating with the

ing & Sabbath-Scheol Missionary
Churches, Ministers and existing Schools, always trying to draw out unemployed

piety and ability, that the number of workers may be ever increasing.

1L

E OF CONDUCTING SABBATH-SCHOOL ©
its Conventions will be called pursuant

to adjournment, or as may be provided for by its rules Where an Association
has not been formed, & number of Sabbath-School men ghould consalt together
and agree to hold & Convention, at the time the most suitablé and in the place
the most convenient for the largest number of those who may be expected to

attend Every effort ghould be used to get all the religious denominations
calling the meeting. A circular

interested in the movement and to unite in

ghould then be prepared naming the glace and time for the meetiog, stating

a few strong reasons for holding the ion and naming subjects for con-

gideration In some instances partial programmes may be includcd. Every
blicity to the movement. Min-

effort should then be used to ohtain thorough pu
isters of all denominations should be asked to announce it in good season, and

if they would preach on the subject of Sabbath-Schools and call special attention
bbath, it would doubtless do much good.

to the Convention on some previous Sa

The local press should be asked to publish and recommend the matter. Epec
efforts should be used to interest Ohurches and Sabbath-Schools and induce
them to send ministers and delegates. Prayer on behalf of the Convention
ghould be asked for in the Churches and Sabbath-Schools as well as in the
family and closet, that the Spirit of God may be present with a rich blessing
filling the hearts of the brethern who may assemble with heavenly love, und
their minds with hesvenly wisdom and guidance. The projectors of the Con-

THE MOD ONVENTIONS.

Where an Association is in existénce,
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vention should in good time a
arrangements,

As soon as possible, arrangements should bq made to furnish entertainment
for the delegates who are expected, and as much as possible should be done
beforehand in assigning the guests to their entertainers, so as to avoid del
and confusion on their arrival. The provisional committees shouid have every~
thing which can be done beforehand in readiness, as the transaction of prelimi~
nary business at the opening of a Convention may have a most disastrous effect
on the spirit and tone of the meeting. The opening exercises should be de-

votional and stimulating, so as to intensify and perpetuate the boly joy which
will be felt in such an assembly, '

When & Convention assembles, a certain amount of business must be tran
sacted, and its effect on the spirit of the meeting will depend very much' on the -
wisdom with which preparation has been made. After the opening with de~ -

ppoint provisional committees to make all needfal °

votional exercises has taken place, it is usual to appoint a Nominating Com« -

mittee, who immediately retire for deliberation, and then comes a di culty
respecting the way in which the time should be occupied until the Committee
are ready to report. If left to bap-hazard, it may become a time of dulness, or
of exercises unsuitable to the ocecasion. Feelings of delicacy and fear of offend~
ing should be set aside, and definite arrangements should be' previously made
for filling up the time in a useful manner. Mere speech-making should at all
times be discouraged, and experience shows that the members of a Convention
at its first session are not prepared to make volunteer addresses of real value and
interest. It is recommended, therefore, that a number of persons be asked
beforehand, each to prepare his thoughts so as to make a short address on &
subject named. Let these addresses be interspersed with prayers and singing,
all very short. Thirty to forty-five minutes spent in addresses of five minules
each (or perhaps one of them of ten minutes )y prayers of two minutes each, in~
terspersed with singing four to eight lines of a rousing hymn, will be well spent,
and will avoid the feelings of uneasiness and disappointment which are often
experienced at the opening of a Convention. The Nominating Committee havin
brought in their report, the appointment of office bearers for the Association,
with the several Committees required, may be made in a few moments. The

. Business Committee will then have to retire and prepare for the next Session.

This will be a suitahle time for the reading of an Essay. If one is to be ":dni
the preperation of it will of course have been provided for by the Provisio:

(or Executivx Committee. After being read, the Essay should be discussed
in volunteer speeches of from three to five minutes. The PBusigess Committee

having made a report of arrangements for the next Session, the first will be:
closed with devotional exercises.

At all the Sessions of the Convention, the details of business should be so
arranged as to be transacted with as little delay as possible, and while a certain
amount of routine must be gone through, care on the part of the Business Com-
mittee may prevent it from dissipating the higher feelings which a Convention
seeks to cherish. It should be remembered that it is precious time for the
spiritual interests of the delegates and the interests of many Sabbath Schools
which is being used, and évery moment unnecessarily spent in mere routine or
in fruitless discussion is'a serious loss to the highest interests of humsn souls,

Hence the necessity for strict order, rigid punctuality, and the shortest speeches
copaistent with the qbject for which they are made,

Provincial Convention will usually meet in the afternoon, and continue
two days and a hilf; one for a Oounty should contiuue one day and a half; o

/ local Convention may meet and continue as suits the convenjénce~of the

members,
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OFFIOE BEARERS. ’ f

The Office Bearers of an Association should be appointed on accoun of their
fitness, and as being the best Sabbath School men to be found, As far as this
principle admits, they shonld embrace all denominations represented. In this
a8 in all matiers, care should be taken to avoid stirring up opposition or jealousy
on the part of any denomination. Hearty good will and co-operation are needed.
 The President should be a man of piety and earnestness; gentle and courteous

in his manners ; familiar with the rules which regulate the proceedings of de-
liberative bodies; prompt and decisive in action. He requires tact and judg-
ment to keep the Convention moving on without loss of time ; decision sufficient
to stop any one in any exercise when the general good requires it, or the time
allotted for the exercise has expired. and suavity to do so without giving offence.
A Provincial Association ghould have as permanent office bearers, a President,
Vice Presidents, & Provincial Secretary, a Treasurer, and an Executive Com-
mittee; also a County Secretary for each County in the Province; and .T{
special Committees that may be needed. When met in Convention, there will
be peeded in addition, several Assistant Secretaries, a Business Committee,
throngh whom all busiuess must come; and a Committee on resolutions to
-gollect the general sense of the discussions and embody it in a geries of resolu-
‘tions to be reported near the close of the Convention. Other special Com¥y

‘mittees will be appointed as they may be required.

BESBIONS.

The mefning session should be preceded by a prayer meeting lasting half an
kour; say from 8.80 to 9 o'clock. The exercises should embrace six to eight
rayers or more; one or two addresses, and four or five songs. Besides these
gervices, short and lively devotional exercises should be interspersed among the
other engagements of the sessions. The singing should be of the most rousing
titual kind; the prayers should be earnest and generally limited to definite
objects desired. QGeneral indefinite petitions in prayer are unsuitable to the
devotions of a Convention, as general speaking is unsuitable to its discussions.
Let it be laid down as a positive rule that all exercises of every kind in a Con-
vention must be short. '

The time of a Convention is most precious, and should be used to the best
advantage. All addresses and other exercises therefore, should be carefully pre-
pared so as not to lose time. The members have met to be awakened to adeeper
sense of the importance of the Sabbath School work, and to obtain light on the
best way of doing that work. Their hearts are turned on the question how they
can make their teaching more plain, 8o as to be easily understood, more warm,
go as to touch the heart, and more interesting, 80 as to attract the little ones to
Jesus. Let all exercises then be devout, interesting and impressive. The place
is holy, and everything frivolous, commonplace and apart from the reignhﬁ
spirit of the meeting should be put down, The.Business Committee shoul
exclude all irselevant matters from their programmes, and in particular prevent
any agents of religious operations which are only remotely connected with the
Sabbath School from advertising any pet schemes before the Convention. The

President in like manner should stop Ini irrelevant speaking in discussion and
mercileug ring down everything whic {s not to the point. A Convention
cannot afford to listen evefi fo good speeches, if they are not to the point in
hand, Let the President then ring down every one who wanders from the
gubject ; let him prohibit all discussion on points of order, by which even good
men, if allowed, would destroy a session. No speaking is of any use unless it
will either stimulate or snstruct; let all else be put down. The one great and
jmportant object sought, is to bring the greatest influence to bear on the eternal
interests of the children, and nothing should be allowed to divert the thoughts

of the Oonvention from that object.
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The Business Committee will arrange the various parts of the work so as to
be the most effective, assigning the time for each. Business items should be
relieved by illustrations of model opening and closing exercises for a school ;
model lessons for the several grades of classes ; the consideration of the appliances
to be used as aids, such as black-boards, mode of arranging classes, maps,
pictures. objects and object lessons; model teachers’ meetings, and practical
discussions. The evening session will usually embrace a number of addresses

on gpecial topics, both by members of the Association, and by strangers who
may be in attendance.

DISCUSSBIONS.

A good way of conducting a discussion is to have some person appointed

# beforehand to open the discussion, allowing him ten minutes (or more if the
nature of the subject requires it). It may be well to appoint n stranger to this
duty if ope is present who is known to have large experience in that particular
subject. Volunteer speeches of three or five minutes may then follow, being
always practical and strictly relevant. No onershould speak from mere impulse,
but if any one has carefully considered the matter and has a useful and practi«
cal thought on the subject which he can earnesily express, let him by all means

speak. Discussions should always tend to the advancement of the work of
Sabbath-School teaching.

BUBJECTS OF DISCUSSION.

A few of these may be noticed. One of the most important is, the preparation
of the teacher for his work. This will have respect to him personally in the
spiritual preparation of the heart. and the intellectual culture of mind required.
It will also have respect to the special preparing of the lessons which he is to
teach. Thi¢ will include the way of studying the Bible itself; the use of helps,
as concordances, commentaries, books of oriental travel. manners and customs,
bible geography. natural history. &c.; the best modes of collecting and storing
facts for future use; the use of illustrations i the study of child nature; the art
of teaching ; the art of arresting and securing attention ; the art of bringing all
teaching to bear on the moral nature of the child; the ability to present to the

\_ ¢hild a clear, attractive and beautiful ideal of Christian character and life; the

best means of forming the image of Christ on that plastic, impressible and ever-
lanting substance, the child's soul; and the most effeetive way of making all the
teacher's work bear on the child's conversion and salvation. Closely connected
with the teacher’s preparation, is the scholar's preparation. A proper subject of

digcussion will then be, the means of securing the previous preparation of the
lepson by the children,

Another subject suitable for discussion will be, helps to teaching, apart from
the teacher's mental preparation. The use of the black-board has been found a
valuable aid in all other kinds of teaching, and the numerous ways in which it
may be made a valuable help in the Sabbath-School should be discussed and
illustrated. The value and use of maps, pictures and object lessons as powerful
auxiliaries in making the truth comprehensible, should also be discussed, and
information given as to how they may be obtained.

A Library is a very important adjunct te a school, and the enormous devel
ment, within the past few years, of this department of the general work, shews
how deeply its importance is felt. As the value of a library will depend on the
quality of the books composing it, the best mode of making a selection from the
books offered to the public, will be a useful subject of discussion. The con-
ductors of Sabbath-Schools are often sorely puzzled in the use of a library after
it bas been procured: The books rapidly get soiled and torn; the binding gives
way, and they fall to pieces; and many of them speedily disappear altogether.
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Earnest men have planned ard contrived, have formed regulations and re-formed
them, for tlie management of the library, and have almost given up in despair,
as if an effective management of it were impossible. This subject has latterly
attracted the attention of some of the ablest Sabbath-School workers, and some
of the more recently devised plans may very profitably be discussed.

The proper grading of the several departments of a school, and, along with
this, its architectural arrangements, may here be noticed. The best form and
position of the seats fur classes ; the provision for the infant class, and how
connected with and separated from the other classes ; the construction of school
rooms, as part of church edifices, or as separate buildings, and kindred subjects,

are suitable for discussion.

The want of means to procure suitable rooms, farniture, and apparatus, is, in
a majority of schools, a serious ‘hindrance to efficiency. Men may know what
good aids to teaching are, and may koow how to use them well, but who can
not procure the money wherewith to purchase the needed articles. Hence, to
the teachers of a great majority of the schools in the Province, one of the most
practically interesting questiong,to be discussed, is this : How can we make the
most of limiled means? To lay out, to the best advantage, the small sum they
have to spend on these objects, and to make the moat of an imperfect equip-
ment, may be profitably discussed. An important question attaches itself to
this subject, and may also be discussed, namely, What is the best method of
raising money for the support of & Sabbath-School ?

The only other subject we shall mention here, is the vital one of pro-uring
teachers. There is much of the piety and ability of the Christian Church which
is, as yet, unemployed in the Sabbath-School cause. Unquestionably the Lord
has need of these, and means should be used to bring more labourers to the
most promising part of the whole harvest-field, where the souls of the young may

be gathered.
MODEL EXERCISES.

These may, perhaps, be regarded as touching on the ground of the Sabbath-
School Institute; but no Convention will be very efficient, unless it include
some Institute exercises. They may be rendered highly instructive and valuable
to many teachers who come to the Convention for the purpose of learning from
others, and improving their own practice.

The opening and closing exercise of the school may include definilions and
illustrations of the devotional services with which a school is opened ; the pre-
senting of a special text, or the central thought of the lesson, orally oron the
blackboard ; an object lesson to illustrate the central thought ; the summing up
of the lesson ; and the exercises with which the school is closed.

A class lesson may illustrate the mode of teaching a class, the modes of
questioning which may be employed, and the bearing of Bible literature, geog-
raphy, history, biography, ethics, and theology, on the lesson.

Infant Class teaching. To be well done, this will require an experienced infant
class teacher, with a class of children, to be brought into the Convention, and
a lesson, which they have not been previously taught, to be used, so as to give
a real example of the ordinary work in the class.

Blackboard lessons, object lessons, and map lessons, may be introduced, and the
mode of using them in the school may be practically illustrated, so as to enable
mch:il :ibo have never used them, to prepare themselves for employing these

uable aids.

A teachers’ meeting may be brought out not only in description and illustra-
tion, but after this has been done, the Oonvention tself may be turned into such
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& meeting and all the ordinary exercises gone through, greatly to the advantage
of the assembled teachers.

QUESTION DRAWER.

There' are many subjects on which teachers desire information, which teh‘?
do not obtain in the discussions and exercises which we haye already noticed.
For their benefit an exercise bearing the above name is provided. Blips of
paper are distributed in the Convention, on which the members write their
questions, and at a specified time drop them into a hat or bag. They are then
given to a person of the highest knowledge and experience who gives rapid
verbal answers to them, and thus the whole Conveption gets the benefit, T

process is sometimes reversed, and thereby beccmes an answer drawer; a ques-
tion being given out to the Convention, answers to which are written, given in
and read. e answers aré sometimes given verbally, but this practice is not
generally desirable, as liable to lead to eonfusion and frittering away of time.

HIGHER AIMS.

One great want of this day is a vast extension of the Sabbath-School work,
There is a loud call on the Church at large and on individuals for action, All
the exercises of a Sabbath-School Convention should force the truth on the con-
science that there is a pressing want of more work for Jesus. Time is sho
souls are perishing, and how can they be saved? By love within and work
without. Let the loving heart pour itself out in work;—earnest work, for noth- -
ing less than this will now do,—faithful work, persevering work, self-sacrificing
work, patient work, prayerful work and loving work for Christ,

The history of the Sabbath-School enterprize, though yet short, shows that it
bas passed through several importantepochs. At first, an instructor of the
and destitute in the elements of a common education ; then a teacher of chil
in religious truth; next growing into an important instrument of the Church
for its own edification, it bas now expanded into one of the most extensive and
efficient agencies which the Church employs for evangelizing the masses and
bringing the knowledge of salvation to the lost. It is not to be wondered at
that many of the most earnest and devoted christians of the present day should
turn their attention to the means of increasing and extending its efficiency. The
formation of Sabbath-School Associations, and the holding of Sabbath-School
Conventions afford the most ready means of doing this, and consequently these
are rapidly multiplying and increasing in usefulness,

We have not made suggestions as to any special means to be used in formin
Associations, or conducting Conventions in Counties, Cities, Towns, Villages ns
Townships as distinguished from those of a Province.. The principles governe
ing them and the exercises to be employed are so much alike in all, that we
have not considered it necessary to do so. The differences in practice arisin
from the differences of circumstances can easily be arranged by the use of ordin-
ary judgment ang skill. The great matter in all cases is to obtain a large
attendance, a dex interest, rousing exercises and practical means of trainin
teachers to be better teachers than they were before, It is most important that
efforts should be used to have Associations formed and Conventions held in
_ov%ry Municipality in the Province where several schools exist or may be organ-
ized,
BABBATH BCHOOL INSTITUTES.

Sabbath Bchool Conventions have shown the necessity of some more practi-
cable means of training teachers for their work. The Convention goes a certain
length in giving general information, and new and valuable suggestions to
teachers; but training of & more direct and systematic nature is necessary, and

+




Sabbath School Institutes have arisen as the next step in advance. In these
the practice assimilates itself to Normal School teaching. A course of study
is marked out and followed by the Conductor or Conductors of the Institute,
in which the teachers present are trained in the principles and practice of Sab-
bath School teaching. By holding local Institutes, at times to suit the con-
venience of teachers, much good may be done in this way. Sometimes a suc-
cession of evenings may be devoted to the holding of an Institute, so that man
whose other duties render it impossible for them to give whole days to attend-
ance, may yet be able to reap the benefit.

SABBATH BCHOOL NORMAL COLLEGH,

"'The Institute is not the last step of progress; the wish is rising for something
more definite and permanent We hail with joy the call of the recent New
York State Convention to their sister States and tge Dominion of Oanada to join
in foundiug an International Sabbath School Normal College for the training of
teachers. The value and importance of Sabbath School teaching is thus becoming
better appreciated, and the necessity of higher training is becoming more felt.
We trust the time is not very far distant, when not one only, but Several such
institutions shall exist for the better preparation of teachers for their work. We
hope also soon to see the Christian Church so awakened to a sense of the true
value of the Sabbath School, that a thorough training on this subject with an
ability to guide others in 1hLis work will be required as a necessary part of the
educational training of the Christian minister, and the preparation for his
pastoral duties. '

To attain the full benefit of a Sabbath School Convention, it is necessary to
carry out into practice the knowledge there acquired. Let all then who attend,
pastors, superintendents and teachers, before the kindled zeal becomes cold or
the truths acquired are forgotten, go vigorously to work to obtain a practical
result. Bring everything to a practical use; let improvements be introduced
and patiently followed *ap, and we may rest assured that the result will be to
thh.:x bl:mour of God and the saving of souls by means of feeding the Saviour's

-

Norz.—The writer of the above Essay considered himself bound to keep to
the title named in the printed circular, ard therefore to allude to Sabbath
School Institutes only incidentally, Had -the title been * Sabbath School
Conventions, and Institules, &c,” the essay, by treating more fully on Iostitutes,
might have been more useful and more fully up to the present standing of the
Sabbath School gnterprise. Much of what is written above will, however, apply
to Institutes as well as Conventions.




ﬁahhath-ﬁithunl Gonventions ;

THEIR IMPORTANCE AND OBJECTS,“AND THE BEST MODE
OF CONDUCTING THEM,

BY REV. JOHN WOOD,

Being the Essay to which was awarded the Second Prize, at the Provincial Sab-
bath-8chool Convention of 1867, :

It must be oSvioul to the most casual observer, that the capabilities of the
Sabbath-School. as an institution for the moral and religious training of the
young are as yet far from being fully developed. Taking even the best speci-
mens that can be found, we shall probably discover, upon a close inspection of
them, many things lacking, and some things perhaps positively bad and preju-
dicial in their management and modes of instruction. Some of these must un-
doubtedly be set down as inseparable from our fallen humanity,—evils to be
endused. since they cannot be cured—but others of them are curable, and are

perpetuated only because of the inexperience, inaptitude, or indifference of thoge
wkho conduct them,

These evils need neither surprise nor discourage us. Looked at as a whole,
there is no department of Christian effort that is better or more vigorously con-
ducted than this. The work isa purely voluntary one.—~a labour of faith and
love. Unlike that of secular education, it is not a profession, commanding all
the time'dnd energies of those adopting it, and remunerating them with an hon-
orable livelihood. It is performed chiefly by those who all the week lon are
engaged in other avocations, and often bave neither the time nor the tel
necessary to fit them as thoroughly as is desirable for so important a work. f:
a very large extent it devolves upon the younger portion of the Church. for the
reason that they are generally both more at liberty and more willing to en
in it than those more advanced in years. But youth, while usually nougm
zeal, and that lively sympathy for the young which is o valuable a qualification
in a teacher, is also characterized by inexperience, and sometimes by instability
—defects which exhibit themselves in a variety of ways—in irregularity, or
unpunctuality of attendance, in a lack of acquaintance with Scripture truth, ‘or
with the best methods of tucbinlg it, in the absence of proper self-contr.l, or

control of the class, &c., all of which tend to mar the work, and diminigh the
prospect of success.

'y These, however, are not insuperable evils, and it should be the earnest en-
xuour of every friend of the Sabbath-School to remove them, and in no way is

is more likely to be done than by bringing to bear upon our work the com-
bined experience, wisdom and piety of those who have E:en longest and most
successfully engaged in it,—in other words, by an_occasional conference of the
leading spirits of the enterprise. Our Provincial Conventions, and the County
Associations which have sprung out of them, (as yet, we are sorry to “y. com-
paratively few), have already proved of greatservice in awakening a new interest
in its behalf, and it is the writer's earnest desire to see ag it is mainly the pur-

8¢ of this essay to promote, the organization of such Associations all over this
ew Dominion, "

Keeping this design in view, we shall endeavour to show :

L~~THRMR IMPORTANCE AND OBJEOTS.

It is characteristic of the age in which we live, that almost every moral and
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gocial enterprise has {ts annual, or occasional Oonvention.. Men are learning
the value of combination, a8 compared with isolated individual effort. “In the
multitude of Counsellors there is safety.” Constitutional and Parliamentary
Reform are sought by means of leagues and mass meetings of the classes inter-
ested. Working men strengthen each other’s bands by Trades-Unions. Savans
have their Scientific Associations, and Philanthrophists their Social Science
Congress, by which to promote the respective objects they have in jiew. The
several Temperance organizations, and Young Men's Christian Agsociations,
have their Annual Conventions, and Christian Churches of all denéminations,

mpathy and co-operation, as far

recognizing the importance of enlisting the sy
a8 ible, of their entire membership, on behalf of their various Missionary
nniversaries in all the great centres of population through-

Schemes, hold theirg
out the land. The facilities of travel and of communica

render such gatherings comparatively easy and inexpensive,

the children of this world, who are oflen “ wiser in their gen

children of light,” are em
ends, ought to convince us ot the va
the objects we have in view. N :
«[nion is strength.” and the adage is not less true of moral than of material
forces. Missions to the heathen could mever have besn carried on, with their
nt degree of efficiency, by unorganized effort. The translation, printing,

and circulation of the Holy Scriptures, in the many foreign tongues to which
they have been given by our great National Bible Societies, would have been &
work altogether too difficult [ mad “costly for private enterprise. And 80, the
gl:nting of the Sabbath-School all over this young and rising country, can never
fully accomplished without calling. out the combined energies and zeal of all

the churches towards that specific object.

This, then, we take to be the great end of & Sabbath-school Convention,—the
bringing together of the most experienced and most carnest friends and helpers
of the cause, for mutual conference and instruction in regard to the details of
their work ; for their spiritual quickening and encouragement in relation to it;
the enlisting of a livelier and more general interest in the Churches in its behalf ;

and the extension of the enterprise all over the land.

~ To show how such & Oonvention tends to promote these objecti, will, without
doubt, be its highest recommendation. We shall therefore examine these points

in order.

1. The mutual improvement of the Teachers and Managers of our Sabbath-
Schools. Many of those who are engaged in this work have never seen any other
School than the one to which they belong,—have had no instruction in regard
to teaching,—and receive no help in the preparation of the lessons; and while

doing the best that can be expected of them, under the circumstances, are ia-
bouring under the greatest disadvantage. They do as others have done before
them, and fall into & dull routine of exercises, hardly conceiving that there can
be any other or better Way of conducting them. Everything is stereotyped.
The singing belongs to the last century, and is altogether unsuited in style to
the taste and capacities of children. The prayer is & weekly repetition of the
same set phrases. The lesson is gone through as a task, of which both teachers
and scholars are tired before it is completed. The library is neglected and mis-
managed. And thus the school goes on, year in and year out, in one unvarying
round, the question apparently never arising, whether some improvement could

not be made in its management.

Now. one of the direct advantages of & Sabbath School (onvention is, that we
and gathered as it were into a focus, the wisdom

tion now afforded us,
and the fact that
eration than the

ploying them 80 extensively in the furtherance of their

lue to us of similar means in the pursuit of

have there brought together,
rnest thinkers and workers, from different parts of

and experience of many e&

our own country, and from other lands, thus enabling each one to com-
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pare the various methods in use in his particular department of labour, and to
choose the best. The Superintendent learns how he may conduct the School so
as to secure atonce the greatest order and efficiency , the Librarian discovers
the best method of managing his books ; and the teacher has suggested to him
a variety of ways, before unthougnt of, in which he may engage the attention,
reach the understanding, and win the hearts of his scholars. And, what is
better still,—all are set to thinking and planning how they may improve the
school. Their hearts are enlisted anew, and each one finds for himsel ways of
doing his work more efficiently ; for what we want is, not servile imitation of
any one method, but a lively, earnest, and natural manner, combined with an '
intclligent and thoroughly evangelical presentation of divine truth. Thua the
Sabbath School Convention becomes a kind of Normal School for the traj

of teachers, and lies at the very foundation of all true progress in our work.

Another most important object sought, and to a good degree secured, by such
conventions, is :—

2. The spiritual quickening and encouragement of the teachers. It is not too
much, perhaps, to say that the attendance on such occasions is made up, for the
most part, of the best, most intelligent, and most earnest labourers in the Sab-
bath-School cause. We have, alas! in most of our schools, some teachers who
make no public profession of religion, and who, it is to be feared, have no ex-
perimental acquaintance with the power of vital Godliness. But these would
probably not be the choice of their fellow-teachers, as delegates to such a Con-
vention, nor would they be likely to feel enough of interest in the objects of such
& gathering. to lead them to attend if they were. Hence it ig fair to infer that

we get together, on such occasions, the very best class of Sabbath-School
teachers,

More than that,—our Sabbath-Schools usually enlist the sympa‘hies and cﬁ
w

operation of the very best and most earnest class of Church members, those
are foremost in every good work ; and hence such a convention brings together
the picked men,—la créme de la

créme,—~of the churches of all denominations,
those who are, at once, the mest able to do, and the most likely to get good.

Such a gathering can scarcely fail of the favour and blessing of Him who bas
promised that “ wheresoever two or three meet together in His name, there will’
He be in the midst of them.” They bave,left their homes in the East, and in the
West, praying that He, whose command they are endeavouring to fulfil, in feed-
ing the lambs of His flock, will manifest Himself unto them, and fit snd equip
them more thoroughly for His work. Their minds and hearts are i
receptive condition, Speakers-and heare
other. Every encouraging/word, every earnes

“It is something good,” says an eminent minister of the Gospel) in England,
in reference to similar gatherings, “simply to meet, even though our meetings
weie in silence. It is good to look each other in the face with confidence and
love, and to say by the steady light of the eye, and by the peace that overlays
the countenanoe, ‘Brother, another year has gone, but I am still trie to our
Master, and loyal to our King. It is good to grasp each other's hands, as a
symbol of the charity that never faileth, and as a sign of the outloving love
which is superior to the severing power of absence, and of distance, and to the
destructive force of the teeth of time. It is good for the heart that bas, perhaps,
through months felt solitary, to feel many kindred spirits near. It is good to
show by our very coming together, that, as members of one body, we have some
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. Sechool, ought to be.very intimate, and its care over it very earnes
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care one of another. All this is surely something, and something good, and

gomething done. It is something good simply to meet, and something better to

speak to each other, words of truth and grace,—* to comfort yourse|ves together

and to edify one another, even a8 also yedo.” Shall we whose wor is so largely
wrought by means of words, underrate christian utterance? May not many
good works spring from thoughts suggested by words spoken in this assembly,
as a forest of oaks may rise from a handful of acorns ? ‘But if it be good to meet,
and if it be better to speak to each other, it is better still to meet o pray. The
effectual fervent prayers of righteous men avail much ; and when we agree a8
touching the good things which we shall ask—and when we as| these good
things of God, with one heart and with one soul,—we are emplo{’ing the most
mighty force within our reach. Something will indeed be done by our assem-
bling together, if we ask in faith that fresh power may be given to us by the

Holy Ghost.”

Have we not ourselves experienced the truth of these eloquent words, and felt,
as we have journeyed homeward from our Conventions, that all the cost and trou-
ble of attendance have been amply repaid by the gpiritual enjoyment of the occa~
sion and the impetus given tous in our work 7 * Agiron sharpeneth iron, so a man
sharpeneth the countenance of his friend.” It may not be easy to say just how
this impetus is communicated. The numbers whom we see engaged in the same
good work as ourselves, may bave sometbing to do with it ; their zeal and
earnestness still more, probably ; but chief of all, doubtless, there is the presence
of the Head of the Church, and that unseen but Almighty influence of His Spirit,
which, in answer to prayer, distils * like the dew of Hermon, and as the dew
that descended upon the mountains of Zion,” and that alone shall bring a bless-

ing withit, “even life for evermore.”

8. A third, and equally important object, promoted by Sabbath-School Con-
ventions is, the increasing of the Churches’ interest in this work. It is not
necessary to say anything by way of uttempting toshow the value of the Sabbath-
School as an auxillary to the parents, and the pastor, in the training of the
young. With all its imperfections, there is no agency, outside of a christian
home, that does 80 much to form their religious opinions, or lead them in the
way of life. The connection, therefore, between the Church, and its Sabbath-

t and practical.
It is & matter of deep regret, however, that there is often but little connection
between them, beyond the fact that the School assembles in the Lecture Room

of the Church, and is called by its name.
Anything, therefore, that tends to increase the interest of the Church in the
Sabbath-School work is eminently desirable, and we know of no means better
ted to achieve this result than a Sabbath-School Convention, The influence
we have been describing, a8 exegted by it upon its members, cannot stop there;
it will be felt far beyond the immediate circle of those who were present at it.
The delegates report, in mln{ cases, to the Schools and Congregations that send
them, and relate in private the various opinions and remarks that most impress-
ed them ; and what memory fails to carry away with it, the press sup lies in-its
daily record of the proceedings. And thus the subject of Sabbath chool in-
struction becomes, for a time, the chief topic of discussion, and is invested with

a new interest.
These remarks apply with equal force to County Oonventions, which. in our
jndgmex?, are of 1uiw as much importance, within. their more limited sphere, as
n

the Provincial. gome respects they may appear to be less attractive, but
there are points of view in which they possess some advantaglg over the larger
gatherings. Being nearer home, many persons. will avail thembgelyes of them,
who have neither the time nor the means at their disposal, to enable them to go
to those at a great distance ;—they reach a class of teachers who possess the
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fewest advantages for self-culture, and observation, and will probably reap the
greatest amount of benefit from them ;—they afford an opportunity for females
to attend them,—a privilege which they rarelg enjor in connection with the
Provincial Convention ;—and lastly, being much smaller, and more manageable,
many persons will suggest questions, or take part in the discussions that may
arise, who would feel abashed at the very thought of doing so in the larger
assembly. While, therefore, we look to the Provinein! Association for the
motive power, figuratively speaking, of all our machinery, we must do our
utmost to secure the formation of County Associations througilout the Dominion,
80 a8 to bring that power into the widest possible use. The latter are but the
complement of the former,— the one is the great throbbing Aeart of the Sabbath.
School enterprize,—the others are the arferies and ca wlaries, carrying its warm
pulsations of love and mercy to the farthest extremities of the system,

4. Sabbath-School Conventions are exerting & most powerful influence in the
extension of the Babbath-School enterprize. A part from the increased interest
it has awakened in the work itself, our Provincial Association has already done*
good service, by revealing the destitution existing in some of the newer parts of
the country, and arousing the Churches to the necessity of more v gorous
measures to supply them. The statistical returns presented at the annual meet-
ing in Montreal last year,—by far the most complete yet obtained,—show a total
of 1204 Sabbath-Schools in (what was then called) Canada, with an attendance
of 86,726 scholars ; or in the Western Province alone, 1183 schools, with 78,089
scholars. The same year there were in operation in the same Province (now

tario, ) 4,503 common schools, with an attendance of 883,052 scholars, ence,
iffthese returns afford us even an Approximation to the truth, it will be seen that
sparcely more than one fourth,—more complete returns might possibly increase

the proportion to one third,~ of the children of this Western Province, are as
Yet gathered into her Sabbath-Schools.

Here is a field for christian enterprize, the extent of which would never have
been known but for our. Sabbath-School Association, and which only some such

organization can propetly explore snd cultivate. Already has it set its hand to
this work and sure are we that there is none more wortay, or that will more

readily command the sympathics and support of the Christinn Church, of all
denominations.

And here again, we see the necessity for the format
tions. Upon them ultimately, or upon those, at least, who ought to form them,
and sustain them, must rest the responsibility of their own particular sphere, It
is for them first to explore, and, if possible, to occupy the field, Every man muss
build ** over against his own house.” Or, if the work be found to be too great
for ‘the County Association, let them then appeal for help to the Provinelal
making their prayer meauwhile,  to the Lord of the harvest, that He woult‘
thrust forth labourers into *he harvest.” Willing hands and praying hearts are
all that we need, with God's blessing, to make the most desert and duolZ

ion of County. Assoclia-

places of our land, to rejoice and blossom as the rose,

Such then, in our view, are the objects contemplated and promoted by Babba
School Conventions. Their importance oan hardly be over-estimated, and if we
have been able to show that they are, to any considerable extent, attainable
their means, no other argument will be needed to prove the desirableness of
establishing one in every County in Canada,

It is time, however, to turn our attention to the second part of our subject,
vig,,~ 4

II.—THR BEST MODE OF CONDUOTING THEM,

Their usefulness will very largely depend upon the intelligence, and business
tact, of those who have the management of them, Such meetlngs oftener fail of
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their purpose for want of a head, than from any other cause. We propose, there-
fore, to offer & few suggestions, such as may be likely to be of gervice to those Pr
to whom 8 Sabbath-Schoo\ Convention may be & new thing. ha
To begin then, ab initio :— ;‘;J
1. As to the calling of & Convention. The Ministers, and Supérintendents of e Al
Sabbath- Schools, in the County Town, and immediate neighborhood, acting in g Co
concert, might very properly take the initiative in such a movement, inviting, b
by ciroular or otherwise, all teachers of Sabbath-Schools in the County, to meet e . 'm(
them, at 8 speciﬁed time and place, for the purpose of organizing & County , .n‘
Association. The arrangements for the entertainment of the tenchers, and other : hi ]
friends attending the meeting, should, of course, be left in the hands of a Com- trs
mittee, which might be appointed at the preliminary conference, at which, also, th&
a docket of business should be prepured for the first day's gession. cuz
From these County Associations, delegates ghould be sent to the Provincial (
Association, which would thus become a representative Body, composed of all 27 aat
the more prominent, and intelligent labourers in the Sabbath School cause, Co
throughout the land. The deliberations of such & Body would have much more stat
weight, than if they were nothing more than the opinions of a self-constituted tior
gathering of the friends of Sabbath-Schools the
2. A County Association having been formed, the Teachers ghould do their n |
utmost to sustain it. Every ichool should, if possible, be represented at ite soci
Annual Meeting. The cost and trouble would be trifiing, and the advantages how
to be reaped from it, supposing it were properly conducted, would be immense. 4 ther
Of course .the attendance, after the first or second meeting, will be very much ' oop
in proportion 0 the interest those meetings have awakened ; but, on the other The
hand, the interest awakened will also te much affected by the attendance. A eacl
crowd always attracts, while empty benches repel and chill Hence, neglect of (a
such a meeting not only deprives the unrepresented School of any benefit that give
might,have been derived from attendance, but it detracts from the general o/ the
interest of the occasion, and damages the meeting of the following year. whi
: g. The manner in which the Convention, or the Association, is organized, -y
4 will have much 0 do with its efficiency. The hour gpent in (what is sometimes r: d
% mnumpwusly shunned as “ routine,”) the appointment of officers, &¢., often s ; ‘
§ decides the measuré of its success. [nstead, therefore, of leaving all the pre- cc .
4 liminaries o & few, the delegates 8 ould all be in their places at the hour of -
4 agsembling, and secure the nppointment of the most guitable men upon the nig!
8 . geveral committees. Special care should be taken to obtain & prompt and in- Tt
) 8 telligent chairman, some 0ne well acquainted with the rules in general use, in to fo
2 g al} deliberative agsemblies ; and if such a man is not to be found in the neigh- One
bourhood, it were-better even 10 import one from & distance, if it can be done ' amor
without ‘arousing jealousy. nd further, by all means let us have christian as
men in the chair, on such occasions, men chosen, not for their worldly distinc- M Engl
tion, but for their personal worth and earnest interest in the work in hand. 3 the n
_Great care should also be taken to secure the appointment of & good Business 4 unwi
Committee, and, pefore the final adjournment, of an energetic Executive, t0 ‘ 18 no
arrange for the next annual meeting. A be at
4. The Executiye Committee ghould ﬂr:vide. inter alia, for the following k! ‘ lo';l:ce(
exercises :—(@)- The reading and discussmg of papers, previously assigned to :
competent hands, on questions of wide and practical interest, Suc course ' Las
need not prevent the introduction, through the Business Committee of other . ceedi
topics ; but it is always of advantage to have the well-digested views of & that |
thoughtful and exporlenood man, &8 & starting point in such discussions. ;01*
d interest to such & meet- ju:: tl
nence

able speakers from & distance also, len

geveral occasions, 8t both County snd

Two or three
ing. Our American brethren have, on
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Proviacial Conventions, laid us under great obligations, for the assistance they
have rendered us. But the delight and profit we have experienced in listening
to them, must not be allowed to destroy our self-reliance. We must raise up
our own Sabbath School men, and send them forth, as our neighbours have done,
Apostles to this special work, to go from town to town, and from County to
County, to plant and foster Sabbath Schools,

(). A Teachers’ inquiry meeting, if we may so call it, ought also to be held
in connection with every Convention, at which every one might feel free to ask
any question, or state any difficulty that had met him, in the prosecution of
his work. Since, however, the sessions of the Convention can seldom be pro-
tracted beyond the seeond day, it will often be needful to limit the speakers in
their replies. Short, spirited addresses, directed right to the point under dis-
cussion, are far more effective than anything lengthy, howeser ornate.

(c). Reports of the state and progress of the Sabbath School cause, will
naturally occupy a prominent place in the proceedings. The Secretary, either
County or Provincial, will be able, from the memoranda accompanying the
statistical returns, %sketch its general outline ; but at the Provincial Conven-
tion, every County Thould also report through some of its delegates, viva voce,
the more important facts connected with the work within its boundaries ; and
in the local Conventions, the more prominent at:i effective Sabbath School
societies should do the same. It is always interesfing and instructive to learn
how other schools are conducted; what difficultied and discouragements beset
them, and how they are overcome; what instanc they may have had of God's
converting grace among the scholars ; and how the general work progresses.
There is no exercise that will more powerfully call forth our sympathies towards
each other, or tend n‘ore to awaken within us the spirit of prayer, than this,

(d). Tllustrations of the most approved methods of instruction should also be
given, by experienced and successful teachers. The conducting of infant classes,
the different uses of the blackboard, and of pictures and object lessons, the arts
which & loving ingenuity may devise for secucing the attention, impressing the
memory, and moving the hearts of the children,—the use to be made of musie,
and the style of it most suited to the Sabbath School,—the place to be given to
the subject of Temperance, Christian Missions, &e., in the teachings of the
school,—the adaptation of the opening and closing exercises to the wants and
capacities of the young,—all these, and many other matters of equal momend;
might be illustrated with great advantage on such occasions.

The attempt is being made, in some localities on both sides of the Atlantic,
to form classes in suitable districts, for the education of Sabbath School teachers.
One great difficulty. however, in ,the way of the establishment of such classes
among us, meets us at the very outset, viz,,.—the indifference of so many teachers
a8 to self-fmprovement. The Rev. Dr. Steel, in & work recently published in
England, entitled “ The Christian Teacher in Sabbath Schools,” says, “ Perhaps
the most ominous circumstance in our present Sabbath School movement, is the
unwillingness of the majority of teachers to be taught” We fear the evil omen
is not confined to Great Britain alone. Bnt however well such classes might
be attended, were they established, the fact remains that we have them not, and

our Oonventions must be made, therefore, as far as possible, to supply their
place.

Lastly.—An earnest devotional spirit must animate, and hallow-all itg pro-
ceedings. Let the first hour of each day's session be spent in worship.” “Them
that honour me I will honour,” saith God. We come together with solemn
work on our hands. A conscious dependence on Divine help to d
must lead us to importunity at the throne of grace. Our real success will be
Just in proportion to the spirit of believing prayer among us. Luther's expe-
nence,—‘to have prayed well, is to have studied well,"—bears testimony to a
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1 as to Atudy; losing sight of that, the best

rinciple spplicsble to work, a8 wel Y3

arrangements, the largest attendance, the most stirring addresses, will fail of

their end. But going with the desire ahd expectation of meeting the great
ble in vain.

d of being Glled with His Spirit, we cannot assem
abbath School | Our opportunities for doing

gsing aWAY. Even though we ghould live to prosecute our
years, the children areé glipping out- of our hands ;—some into

of the great Judge, to testify either for, or against us, according
ithful, or unfaithful, to our oharge ;—oth into manhood

ith its thousand duties and cares, to bear very much the

jmpress 0 80 muc them all through life. How are they leav-
ing us 7—with whose jmage upon them? is the flock that was given
v (Jer. 18, 20). ber that the period of &

thee, thy peautiful flock?’
child’s attendance at Sabbath School will net average, probably, more than 8ix
t of & class of half-a-doz leaves us about every

or seven years;

year. Letus work, 4 it is day, for the night cometh” John Enox

was wont to Pray, ‘Lord, gi tland!’ Beitour daily petition, ¢ Lord,
hope to have many gouls for our « crown of

give me my clags |'—then may we
» ¢ jn the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ, at His coming.” :

Teacher, 8D
Dear fellow-labourers in the S

e M,_‘aﬁ,&mnuﬁ- 2

rejoicing,




