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CANADA'S CONSTITUTIONAL

The following passages are from a speech b>'
Prime Minister Pierre Elliott Trudeau to the Car'-
udian Bar Association in Vancouver on September 3:

...It was natural that the centeiinial year of our
Confederation should inspire soul-searching about
tht basic institutions of our country. It was inevitabie
that that doughity oentenarlan, the British North
America Act, shouid attract a cross-fire of criticinni.
Some of the criticisms and sosie of the proposed
solutions had an aura of plausibility; many did sot.
I my address last September, I said that, while I was
flot opposed to the idea of cotistitutional change, 1
wished to assure myseif that changes would b. for
the best and not for the worst. 1 amn, therefore,
pie ased that the events of the past year have led us
int a process of orderiy constitutional review.

My predecessor, Mr. Pearson, had taken an im-
portant step iu this direction in july of 1967, when

he invlted the provincial prime ministers and pre-

miers to attend a federal-provincial conference on a

charter of human rights anid other constitutional
matters - tht conference which took place in Ottawa
in February of this year.

In November, the leaders of provincial goverti-
ments, meeting in Toronto at the Confederation of

Tomorrow Conference, ecpanded the constitutional
dialogue. They demonstrattd that fundamental issues
concemning the goals of Confederation could be dis-
cussed ln pu~blie and with candour.

I Deceniber, the lirst volume of tht report of the

IRoval Commission on Bi.lingiualism and Bicul-

turalism was published, and it immediately attracted
widespread and sympathetîc attention.

FAR -REACHIN(G DECISIONS

With 'his, background, the federal-provincial con-
ýçP,,hrnnru was able to make sosie far-
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reaching decisions.
First, there was a very important statement of

principle. Ail 11 governments stated their agreement
with the Royal Commissions s recommendation that

French-speaking Canadians outside of Quebte should
have the sanie rights as English-speaking Canadians
in Quebe.

Secondly, it was decided that a continuing

constitutional confer>ence of thre heads of gqvernment
sliould le established to undertake a conrporeensive
review of tht constitution.

The consensus of the conference was that the

whole of the constitution should b. exramined to ste

if it tanets the requlrements of our times. Thiis does

not iniply that a11 parts of the constitution must be
changed.~ But after 100) years it is normal for the
constitution to b. given a critical reapprasl If it is

found wanting, if it dots not provide an adequiste

framework for mrdedly progress inacrac wlth the

human, social and politksal vale we PIow 5 prfsi
it lacks the clarity and beauty of langaeapo

priat to a constitution', then we miust seek agreement
onchngs

(Over)

Vol. 23. No. 37

[N ISSUES IN
[IATE

on Diviîsiîon
r l Affara
wo Canada,,LM/ul letin



(C.WD. Septeiaber 11, 1968)

special cous sel te the lederal delegat ion, I have
apone w. constitetional asthiti* from osutside

the. public service, Cari GWenh.rg, Q.C., an Dean
jean BeeU, Q.C., and we plan te, consut other spe-
clalista e~s the n.d aries. Becase~ of theim-I.
portance 1 attacli t thîs procesa of revlew, 1 have

the public my feel unfalrly excluded frotu the. pre-
paratoty discussios in the Contnulftg Cou pittee of
Off iciels. There are valid reasn for this policy.
These discussions art iateded t. explore tht possi-
bilities for arentand not te publiclue any d1f-
ferences *hich may lnitially exist. Anyom. wiio has
tairen part in siilar activity wili unierstaad the
advantaes of the parties net firing pubic salvoes at
each other. The officisais, in uny evert, have noa
pavers of decision. Tirese reside in the. elected
rereserutatives of the people.

1 tUfOCI, however. that fuIture meeting of the
prime tais stera and premiers will be conducted in

public as muci is possible. 1 aiea expect t1hat,

before any proposals for extensive change are fisally
.dopted, the. public vili have full opportunlty for
commaent and iusin.. tedmcoe f

today, a more hnformed public i justified in de-
maarllng getrparticipation i the decislp5n4sig

constitution, what changes wiii It brkng?, The answer

ust await the final judgmenh of Canaians aud their

explored aternatives. 1 cannot for.tefl the resuits.

We shotli first consider the be

tional charter of Iwpaa rights indii

and E 1gimh The irament 01 t-aaa nsw-

At the. next session of parliaoent we shall be
intrwducing an officia 14-angu ages bill - a bill te
esure êhat the citizen wiii b. able ta use the of-
ficial language of bis choice in dealing willi thre
leginlatve, executive and judicial branches of the
Governrt of Canada.

Severai provinces have also taken legiliative or
admiitrative steps in tbis tieid. Since the be-
Winalng of thii year, five provincial legilatures
have decIaSd French an officiai ianguage lin de-
bates. New Brunswick and Newfoudland have be-
come officially ilinguai, and eight provinces have
further exaddlanguage rlights in education. 1 ant
very happy te repart tirat Frenrch anrd Englisir are nov
or will shortly be available ta same degree as Ian-

guages oif instructionu in ail ten provinces.
White thes. measures represent a very con-

si4erable adace howards the. eqirai recogition of
loth Iagags, it ia still important tiat wo seti

gua~ trant ta viii essuie that na passing leglola-
tive majority can abuse the. iaguistic minority in auy
par of thze contry. Qniy when tbis ia dose will tihe

PROBEM O LANIGUAGE RIGUTS
.. T . e ta n aspect of a person's l1fe vhic se

d..ply and uieslyaffects iris feeling of par-
somai b.,dom as is ,ight ta express imselfin hpi$

Enl-spakng Canes are in no dangp of

sfeak with sorne assurance of the

Government of Canada te the subs-

iiinnal review. It is no secret that 1
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NET POSTAL BATES ANNOUNCIAI
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SPENIIINC, ESTINATES REVISE!)
outay hee re ptill exected to b. well above thos

In otbir areas of business, intentionis to Inv.u
Wy the uiiies moctot were revisdfrhruwr
with exaddpasfr equipment pucoe 4t
eecric-powe1' and tiotor-tanpot industies an

Iicrease in the construction of gasditiu
lines moreU to ofstg smi' re ton1 in piaspu
pu#thases of commercial ai cat and in~ the or
struction of pipe-lines. Lmrger nvestment~ by coir
metdal enterprises is als exetd Thes. addition
-nre tti*ti <nffhê à dowftward teviion in the hUstim

ar.
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,MBOIANBORDRS ESPETEDbility of Canadian aid to Vietnam in the field of
~OfDER REPFÇEI)physicai reab ilitatlin. About 60} pe cetf the.

~Mr. Mitchel Sharp, the Secretr ofSte for civilian victioen of the Vietam war are crippled and
tnal Affairs, announced recently tht h Can- require the lcind of mdclcare the Qui Nhocntr

!an ovenmen ha inorme th Royl Cmboian wiIl b. offering, The centre will serve 50 in-atint
,venint Qiat Caaa rcgize4 and rsetd and 100 otpiets at any~ giveri tie.

Strioil itgriy ofth King of Cambodia

Th e Cnda elrtonmdei ke igwt UN SOCIAL WELFARE T
picples of the United Nations~ Chrwas

;e o hlrnl meet the Cambodian Governient's in- An 11-mmbe Canan dleato undrti

est ini obtaining, international reassurances for its leaerhip of the~ MTiniter oNatioa eat n

September 2, 168, to the Canibodian head> of Inentoa Cnence~ ofMiisers epnil o
dte, Prince Norodom Sihanouk, by Mr. R.V. Oorham, SoilWplfare atUie Natons h autesi
ý Caaan Comnissioner to thea InenionalCom- New York,> whiph opnd nSptf-ne 3 n w
i;sion for Supervision< and Cont in Çaaubodia. It clos n eteb 2
tts I is afundaniental tenet of anada's fcoeign The confencudrteasisofheUtd
licy that international relain must be conduoted Nations, is the first international meeigo t
the basis of the principles of the United Nlatios kn vrhl ysca efr iitr. n

arter, including, in particular, the obligatos to miitsand heirsno ade rsfo 0 ain
ttle international dispue by peaceful meann and areattnig
refrain frais the. thieat or use of force against the. I scnieing wy to e then an exp
itial integrity or ~politicalind Iennce o.f any soilwlaeprormes at thentoalwvl
àte. In accrac wlth these prinils, Canada pariualidvlpn onreadhspotn
clares that it re cognazs and respects the. terri- prorame ofth >nmerous nie A N atosora
ial lntegrity of the Kingdom of Cambodia within the zations.
iits of its present frontiers". Caad njoys an international reputato o

By issuing a declaration oif this character as its welfare programmes, such as the Canada Pension
i states have doira, the Canadian Governnient Plan, Old Age Security pensions, the Guarante.d

pes that il may <contribute to alleviating some of Income Supplement and family and youth allowances,
ý tensions in the area. fI is fully in keeping with as well as for is contribution s over niany years ta
na's deieto develop the cordial1 relations with international welf are.



solve. In re-
sue ht h 1Inrlv. the su
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