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"THE METROPOLITANi" CHURCH.
It is generallv acknowledged, that

persons who are unconnected with a
family can recognize likeness2!s among1
the several mnembers of any family morej
readily than do the rnembers theniselves;,
it is, therefore, to -be hoped that abisolu.-
tion in sonie sort will be extended to thewriter if he stops to, indicate certaini
lineaments in the Methodist grandchild,
which manifested thenîselves somne 11f-
teen centuries before she saw daylight,
in her Papistical grandniother, and which
disclosed themselves in the Church of
Rome, because they are inherent in hu-
man nature. There are four of these:
(ir) Metropolitanism; (2) appeals to the
senses, as illustrated by elaborate musical
display, &c. ; (3) assumption of the dog-
matic in teaching; (4) the habit of
treating ail corners to a great extent as if
they were Christians. The latter practice
rnay be said to have been symbolized by
the prominence of a font in the church.
In xnaking the foregoing remarks, the
writer would flot *be understood to iniply
that these several descriptive character-
istics are in any degree monopolized by
Methodisni

The service at the Metropolitan
Cburcb, on the znorning of the xr2th inst.,

was conducted by the Rev. Dr. Potts.
In the opening prayer, wvhich was pre-
sented in a tone and in ternis which
wvere calculated to elicit an echo from,
the hearts of the devout, there were
sentiments expressed which tended to
disturb the gravity of some members of
the congregation, owving to ail itemn of
informnation whîch they happened to
possess; sudi parents were referred to,
ir, pleading with the Heavenly Father,
as Il'knew how to give good gifts to their
childrer,," and as 40,000 acres of the
Teniperance Colonization Society's land
have lately corne into the possession of
a certain Doctor of Divinity who need
flot be named, the inference was natural
that he at least thought he knew how
to bestow good gifts on bis children ;
the supplianýt continued to, pray that we
might 4'Iay aside every weight,» and
again it is to be feared, the bass ac-
companiment to bis tenor (in some of
our nunds) nîurmured, '<940,000 acres
are flot easily laid aside, for the possibly
«'besetting sin' which sought their posses-
sion." The hynins used throughout the
service were exceptionally good, and the
circumstance of Methodists singing of
Ilthe chosen seed,» possessed at Ieast



the charm of novelty. The flrst portion fied to his faith in the promise of a Re-

of Scripture read extended from Gen. deemer, hence the Almighty speaks of

vi. 5 to the end of the chapter ; that him in terms corresponding to those in

portion contains one of the most per- wvhichi He spoke of Israel, of whom, flot-

plexing statements in the whole Bible, withstanding their habituai. transgression,
but that statemrent wvas passed without Hle was pleased to state that He "1 beheld

comnment ; the passage occurs at the 6th no iniquity» in thern. Num. XXiii. 2 1.

verse, "l t repented Jehovah that he had The Apostie Paul, on the samne principle,
made man on the earth, it even grieved speaks of the Corinthian Church, spite

hini at his heart." The only explana- of its seething corruption, as an Ilun-

tion of the passage that seems possible leavenell" lump. I Cor. v. 7. There

is the following: as God is unchange- are circumstances con nected wvith the

able ('Mal. iii. 6; Jas. i. 17) and cannot genealogy of Nualb of sufficient interest

repeintiNum-b. xxiii. r9; i Sari. xv.2 9 ),suchi to wvarrant digression, in order to explain

expressions are used of Hlmi to deniote them ; the story of the faîl, withi a coin-

that He resolves to act as men do, wlien ment thereon, is traceable in the mnean-

they repent of a ting, and seek to undo ing, of the names of the first four of our

it. I'o repenit is (primarily) to change progyenitors, as tbeysuccessively appearedi

ones iniind. I)r. P. selected the inth gn the stagýle of the world-Adami-man

verse uf (;en. vi. on whiclî to base his Seth-p/aced-Enos-ii l isey-Cainan

sermon-" These are the generations of lamentabe. The narrative of the recovery,
Noah ; Nciah wvas a just man, perfect iii though less distinctly traceable, is

his generations, ai-d Noah walked with probably in some sort conveyed in

God." This veýrse is naturally divisible the namies which extend to that of

into two parts-what Noah was, and what Noah. To return to the consideration

hie did, and a fluient phraseologist coulil of the sermion which, tboughi elaborate,
and iiifln nich o s -io the subject, and of a bigh, order, the writer lias not

without saving anytbing- that was not deemed it necessary to reproduce, it

known probiably to ail his hearers befc>re. mnust suffice to observe that it naturally

1le coribated tie commnon notion of a concluded with an exhortation to imiitate

jisi man, as being inadequate to ex- Noah in Ilwalking w'ith God." This

press that idea of riigleoiesness toiward course would necessarily involve recon-

God and man, which is the mieaning of ciliation and communion on our part,

the passage. The wvord I perfect"I occur- and guidanice in the effort to attaini to

ring in the text, served as a peg on holiness of life; guidance in regard to

w'hich to bang certain observations on work undertaken for God, anid ultimate

a favaurite Methodi ;t tenet, stylcd guidance to lis imniiiediate presence. It

"perfecti.) n"; but divided, and sub- tells a sorry tale for Uic intelligence and

divided as the simple historic portion, culture of that section of the citizens of

IlNoah wvas perfect ini his generations,"' Toronto which frequents "lthe crowded

rnay tor pulpit purposes be, it is reduce- house " (and we niight say hiolses) to

able to " Noah ;vas uprigbt in bis day;" the north of IIThe Metropolitan," tiiat

and the "lperfection" of Abraham, job, such niasses of the people should prefer

&c,, admits of sinijlar explanation ;.the the indecorum and impurity of 1the one,

marginal rendering of Gen. vi. 9, gives and the haberdashery of the otiier, to the

the word - upright." The favourable solid and, eloquent disquisitions of the

judgment of Noah, not.withstanding bis pastor of I The Metropolitan."I In con-

recorded fail, as was in some nieasure ex- cluding this notice, th e writer mnusthowever

plained, is traceable to bis being re- remind bis friend tliat lie Iacks Biblical

garded froni the point of view of grace, authority for prayiflg to the Holy SpiritI

or of pardon ; Noah's sacrifice, in coin- and wishes bliii God speed at the saine

mon witli that of ail otlier persons, testi- tinie.



~MARRIAGE WITH A DECEASED
WIFE'S SISTER.

A review of a pamphlet on the above-
mrned subject, by Professer Hirschfelder.

Legislatures, like the individuals of
whom, they are coinposed, on tivo import-
ant st'bjects, depute other men' to lthink
for them; matters reiating to heaith of
bo?.y or mmid are, therefore, reiegated by
such asseniblies te certain persons who,
for a consideratior', kindly undertake to
stand sponsor for thiem. The evil conse-
qu-cnces of such a condition of things e-

r ceed t'ae power of hum tni ken to cstimate,1
bu>tt !hey wiÎll best realize thenii wvho hiave
experienced the 1landislnents of an aver-

~ag- step-parent. 1'rofessor 1-irsclifelder
lias given is ruaders the benelit of bis

Sintimit:te acqriaifltance %vith the l1ebruv
langua.e, and of his extensive rescard-i

Sin relaton te the subject of the pain-
2plilet. Trhe force of is arniaicnt may

be sàid te culininate, -as it *riinat*,,
jr' onu %veighty prohibition, "a Thou shalt
not take a wvî1e te hier sister, to cause
jealousy or enmity.......in lier

ing on the discussion of the subject, the
Sautho)r adverts ta the circunistance cf

Abrahamn havir'g married his lia-lf-sister,
as recorded in' üýn \x. t2, and to that
of J acob bavir'g, un dur cx,,Ceptional circunm-
stances, married one sister during the life-

i tîmi. cf the other ; and this the %vriter docs
in ord.er te showv that, antcrior to the pro-
rntilh-rtion of the MNosaic law, there wvas
litile or ne reg- ard paîid te considerations
of c0nsanguînity. Thiý chief difficulty ofIthe. question arises froni the fact of a inan
bein r forbidden to niarry the widoiv of bis

rohr(Luv. xviii. 16, ar'd x.x. 21). This
w.Ls a fitîndaintal law, admitti'g, how-
ever, of an exception, ir' the case cf a
married brother dying childless (Deut.

~,xxv. 5-io). It %vouid appear that %ve riust
be content in this rnalter to repose inîthe
Nvwisdom of Hiîn waio cirdained the iaws,

S and te refi -ct on our own ignorance.
Ith appears froîn Ger'. xxviii. 6-11, th.t

the custom of a nian marrying the widow
of a deceased brothier, wvhen that breLher
died chiidiess, obîair'ed in the days of the

Spatriarchs; this customr wvas subsequer'tly
engrafted into the M1osaic code. iMoses,
therefore, in view of the existinr law %vhich
forbade such a union, expiains the reason

jfor this exception--" And it shall be Mhat

ýthe.firstborn which she beareth shall suc-

dead, that his namne be flot Nwiped out of
Israel."-Deut. xxv. 6. The author com-
ments on the practice of 1'loosing the shoe"
on the part of the widowv, when repudiated
by bier brother-in-iaw, in the following
ternis " lThe loosing the shoe liad ils in-
ception fromn the custorn of a inan taking
possession of landed property by geing te
it and standing on it ir' his sboes, thus as-
serting. his right to it; wvhen property %vas
reneun..e s, therefore, it %vas customary to
Iransfer the shoe 10 the newv owr'er (sec
Ruth iv. 7). Tais custom, aise prevailed
amont, the ancient Germ-ans. Wlien the
shce wvas remeoved by the widov, the act
indicated that the bretheri-ini.iav forfeited
bis right to the property cf the deceased
the %vidow 'vab aise to spi out be/hn' hini
(nul to 'spit in bis face,' as in the author-
izeci versýion> ; this spitting outI bef're a
man was an Oriental mode ef signifying
extreme detce:,taîiîîi ur Lonitempt-the prac-
tice obtains anon- ail ciasses of Arabians
aI the present d." Iasiuc as an at-
Iempt lias been inade 1w an einntt but
heterodox scholar, te obviate the difficulty
attaching te tbis question by tamperinz
with the sacrecl tuât, the cflîrt on bis part
bas led Professar Ilirsl.bfeld,!r togîve Bib-
licai studeits 15 oie valuable informnation
relative te versions oif Scripture -'vich cor.-
tirnii the readiîg cf the lI-ebrev text ; the
(iruek version (tue Sept uag11int, the author
observes, is gcneralhv su pposed te bave
been beguti in the lim-c of the eariv Ptoie-
nies, about 28o or 285 1.C. ; (he!trnsa
lionz of tMe Ptacizwas ex.cattcd i; si,
and the translation of the other books 'vas
utîdertaken at uncertain intervals subse-
quently. Aristobuhus, who ived iii the
second c:-ntury 1.0., says that "Mhe l'e.n-
taCUIZ was translated ver>' ear/y." Thiis
version wvas highiy esteemed b.)th by the
Egyptian and Pa:estine jews, %vbe read it
in their syna;.opics ; the version perfuccly
agrees Vit b tuje present I-1elbrev text in
regard te Lev. xviii. iS. The Chialdee ver-
sion, cemior'hy kniowvn as the Targumr, aise
confirmns the accuracy of the Hebrew text;
it dates fromn the commencement of the
Cbristian' era.

In audition te ail the foregoing tesîiony,
wvc have that of the Syr;ac version, the
renderir'g of which agrees %vord for word
with the Hiebre'v, s0 that we have in this
case, thrce independent winesses te the
genuineness of the Hebrew text, and each
o thein of the highest value. The reviewer
eiiminates the te.rtimo7l.,y accumniulated in this;
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pamphlet under the conviction that the
subject of which it treats is rather a inatter
of testimony than of argument as between
the apparently parallel case of a man and
hiq broth-r's widow, and that of a mnan and
bis deceased wife's sister. Under the
head of testimony, therefore, ;ve have that
of ihe ancient Hebrews, who encoitraged
marriage %vith a deceased wvife's sister.
When one reflects that the books of the
law were habitually read and expounded by
the Levites in the public worship of the Is-
raelites, it is inîp9)ssble that so practical a
subject as that we are considering could have
been omitted, and equally impossible that
the instruction in relation to it could have
lack:ed illustration. Among individual %vit-
nesses to thle practice of the J ews in this re-
spect, the first in importance is Philo Judo-
us,wvho Iived in the first century of the Chris-
tian era. He interprets the prohit ition of
.Moses on this subj ect, as applyingonly to the
sister's lifetimne, as otherwise the marriage of
tne sister of the wife, during the wvife's life,
"would endanger the love and harmony1
that ought ever tu exibt between sisters."
The testimony of the ilfislina (second law),
which the Jews believe to contain the oral
instructions Moses is =a.d to have received
on Mount Sinai, is in harmony %vith ail the
foregoing testimoriy on this subject.

Ont more Jewish testimony must suffice,
and that is the testimony of a treatise re-
Iating to marriage in the Babylonian Tal-
mud : IlIf a man, wvhose wife is gone to a
coun!ry beyond the sea, is informed that
his wie is dead, and hie marries hier sister,
and after that his wife comes back, she
may return to him. After tht death -of the
lirst wvife, lie may, however, marry again
the second wife'" In view of such a mass
of testimony as the foregoing, and more to
tht saine effect which might be adduced,
it is a matter of small moment what opin-
ions on tht subject were and,ar entertained
by a church which began to corrupt itself
cre it was out of its swaddling clothes.

The council of Illiberis (not Illiberal) about
A.D. 3o5, excluded fromn communion for
five years, those who married a deceascd
wife's sister. St. (2) Basil visiteci thei
with the ecclesiastical penalty fixed for-
adultery. A canon of the convocation of
the Province of Canterbury prohiibited such
marriages in Englanci in 1603, &c.-, &c.
Luther, the late Dr. Alexander McCaul,
and many other real scholars, have main-
tained the correctnebs of the Israellish.
interpretation, and this lias met with an
echo at the deathbed of many a married
sister.

TRANSLATION4 of a Greek inscription,
found on a stone which wvas built into a
%vall in J-<rusalcmn, and ail but entirely cov-
ered with earth at the time it wvas dis-
covered :

Il No strangcr is to enter within the bal-
ustrade round the temple enclosure. Who-
ever is caught will be ru-sponsible to him-
self for his death, wvhich will ensue'

" When you go through these first clois-
ters, to the second (court of the seven temn-pies), there ivas a partition made of storie
aIl round,wvhose height 'vas three cubits ; its
construction was very elegant. On it stood
pillars at equal distance.% from one another,
declaring th Iawvs of pvrity, some in Greek
and soi-ne in Roman letters, that no" fer-
eigner should go wvithin that sanctuary'
-Joselu.

Týhe subjoined verse is from one of the
midnight prayers of the Jews of jerusa-
lem :

'.In inercy, Lord, thy peoples prayer atterd
Grant his desire ta nsaurning Jaraci.

Q sbicid of Akrthamn, aur Redeenier scnd.,
And call his gloricus name ImauL


