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Kitevary Potices.

Toe PrespyTErRIAN REeview for July
has the following table of contents:—I.
‘“ Plato’s Theory of Education,” by Prof.
John Watson, II. ¢ Union and Co-oper-
ation in Foreign Missions,” by Rev. Wm.
J. Taylor, D. III. ““Simun Fisk dnd
his  *Supplication,’” by Rev, Newell
Wolsey Wells. IV, “The Postulates of
Physiological Psychology,” by Prof. J.
Mark Beldwin. V., ‘“*The Barriers to
Christian Union, by Prof. Chas, A. Briggs,
D.D. VI. ““Necpssity and Administra-
tion of the Lord’s Supper,” by Rev. Henry
J. Van Dyke, D. D. VII. Historical
Notes: **The Unfaithful Vesey and his
advocates,” and the origin of the phrase
‘“In nccessarius unitas.”  Critical Note:
Somne Exegetical Notes on 1 Timothy, hy
Prof. Warfield. IX. Editorial Notes:
The History of the doctrine of the Inter-
medinte State, by Prof. R. B. Welch.
The Biblical Doctrine of Divine Judg-
ment, by Rev. T.W. Chambers. Grounds
for believing in the Salvation of Infants,
by Prof. W. G. Blakie. Together with
over twenty pages of Reviews of Recent
Theological Literature. Published for the
Review Association by Charles Scribner's
Sons, New York; 83.00 per year; single
numbers, 80 cents,

Scripyer's Micazine for August, con-
tains *“ A Collection of Unpublished Let-
ters by Thackery, V.,” with illustrations
and reproductions of letters and dr¢ vings.
“The Picturesque Quality of Hollmxg,s”

" with illustrations, *“The Instability of

the Atmosphere,” shewing the causes,
movements, and effects of atmospheric
movements from zephyrs to tornadoes,
with illustrations. “The Revival of
Handicraft; ' “ Realism and the Art of
Fiction;” “A Girl's Life Eighty years
ago,” with several complete, and two or
three serial stories. Charles Scribner's
Sons., New York. Monthly, 25 cents;
$3.00 per year,

PeorLE AND Pasrtor. Duties Involved
in the Important Relation, by the Rev.
Thomas Murphy, D. D. The author of
this little book has been a most successful
pastor and thie counsels he here gives are
the ripe fruit of his own gbundant experi-
ence. The book is the people’s side of
pastoral theology and tells them a great
many things they ought to know if they

would do their part in making the work of
the pastor successful. Philadelphia: Pres-
byterian Board of Publication. Price, 40
cents, McGregor & Knight, Halifax.

Porurar Lectures oN THEOLOGICAL
TueMmes, by Rev. Archibald Alexander
Hodge, D.D. ‘‘The lectures which com-
pose this volume originated in the request
of a number of ladies in Princeton to be
formed into a class for instruction in
Theological subjects. In the fall of 1885
a few ladies in Philadelphia proposed that
the lectures should be repeated to a simi-
lar class in that city. Large audiences
were sttracted to hear them. The interest
excited awakened a desire for their repe-
tition. olsewhere as also for another course
on some other subjects to .complete the
work, These latter were written but he:
did not live to deliver them. The name
of the late, lamented, Dr. A. A. Hodge,
is in itself a guarantee of the excellence of
whatever came from his pen, and perhaps
1he best way to give an ides of the book is
to reproduce the titles of the different
lectures. They are as follows:

I. God—His Nature and Relation to
the Universa,

II. The Scripture Doctrine of Divine:
Providence. II. Miracles.

IV. The Holy Scripture—-The Canon:
and Inspiration,

V. Prayer and the Prayer Cure,

VI. The Trinity of Persons in the God-
head. VII. Pledestinntion.

VIII. The Original State of Man.

IX. God’s Covenants with Man—The’
Church X. The Person of Christ, -

X1. The Oftices of Christ. .

XII. The Kingly Offices of Christ.

XIII. The Kingdom of Christ.

X1V. The Law of the Kingdom.

XV. Sanctification and Good Works—
Higher Life. .

XVI. The Sacraments—Baptism.

XVII. The Lord’s Supper.

XVIII. The State of Man after Death
and the Resurrection.

XIX. Final Rewards and Punishments.

‘This book is in the form of popular
lectures, easily read, embracing in its
themes all the great doctrines in connec-
tion with onr ChristianReligion, and from
a master hand. ]t is a large book, with
clear print, and for its size very cheap.
Price 81.25. It may beordered through
McGregor & Knight of Halifax.
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AFTER THE ASSEMBLY.
ACROSS THE CONTINENT.

Usually the interest of the meeting of
Assembly begins to decline as its work
draws to a cluse. The last session or two
the attendance is generally small, the-
Jarger part of the members having scat-
tered to their distant homes. Those who
remain to the end, however, always find
themselves richly repaic  There is some-
thing very solemn in the close of a Synod
or Assembly. There is the breaking up
of the pleasant associations, the thought of
separation to another year’s work, and of
all the changes that that year will bring.
‘Who of usshall meetagain? With whom
shall this year be the last? And there is
the reminder too that thus our years are

- fast hasting to a cluse. There is the mod-

erator’s closing address, usually brief,
pointed, practical. Its solemn words giv-
ing added weight from the solemnity of
the occasion. Then comes the singing of
that grand old Hebrew hymn

*¢Pray that Jerusalem may have
Peace and felicity.
Let them that love Thee and .thy peace
Have still prosperity.

Therefore I wish that peace may still
Within Thy walls remain,

And ever may Thy palaces
Prosperity retain.

Now for my fricnd’s and.brethren’s sakes
Peace be in Thee I'll suy,

And for the house of God the Lord
1’11 seek thy good alway.”

Then the solemn benrediction. Theun the
good-byes, and the partings.

This year was no exception so far as re-
gards the sweet and tender interest of the
closing session, but with most there were
other things yet to come before the mem-
bers left the prairie city for their Eastern
homes. Some spent the following week
in visiting different parts of the Province
of Manitoba. A considerable number
availéd themsgelves of an invitation from
the Governor of the North West to visit
the Indian Reserves and see how it fared
with their dusky fellow citizens, while a
third party, comprising perhaps fifty mem-
bers of Assembly, together with a number
of friends, chiefly from Winnipeg, went on
a trip to the Pacific Coast.

Those who visited the Indian Reserves
had a week of prairie driving, and were
on the whele well satisfied with their trip.

The third party had less of toil than the
second, and more of sight-seeing than both
the second and first. .

The Assembly came toa close abuut
noon on Friday, July 17th,

In the afternoon the special train for the
Pacific coast drew out of the station at
Winnipeg and started on its long run
across the praivie. All night and all next
day, with occasional brief stops, it kept on
its eager westward” race, and about nid-
night, Saturday, having made 840 miles,
it drew up at Calgarry, the border town
between the prairie and the mountains,
for the Sabbath rest. )

It was communion day in the Presby-
terian congregation of which Mr. Herd-
man is minister. With thein the delegatea
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spent o pleasant Sabbath, Dr. Burns
preaching in the morning and Dr. Grant
in the evening, others supplying the
Methodist church,

Early Mondny morning we left Cal-
grary, and on Wednesday evening reached
Victorin, spending one day at Banfl’ and
two days in travelling.

This last six hundred miles is literally
“ a sea of mountaing,” To tho eye of the
husbandman there arve few attractions.
For wild rugged grandeur of scenery it is
unsurpassed.  Mountaing! DMountains! !
Bure, steep, rocky, snow-capped, towering
high, and lonely, and desolate, greet the
viston at every turn, until eye and brain
mow weary, and-yet they cannot rest, for
one, unwilling to Jose aught so grand, still
strains both eye and brain, wishing, it
may be, that wonders would cease and
grve the weariness reliof.

Reaching Victorin wo found that the
kindness which had been so lavishly be-
stowed by the friends in Winnipeg still
followed us, for instead of having to pro-
vide for ourselves, as might reasonably
have been expected, we were most hospit-
ably entertained during the two or three
days of our stay by the good people of that
far West city.  On the evening after our
arrival a meeting was held in the Presby-
terian Chureh, (Mr. Fraser, minister,) ad-
dressed by several of the delegates, and
this seemed almost a second  clusing of
Assembly, for our party broke up at the
coast, different members returning on dif-
ferent days. Still in most cases there
were enough together to make the return
Journey pleasant as the outgoing trip had
been, the sights of the way bearing rope-
tition without loss of interest.

OUne feature of our trip that will long be
remembered was the ** family worship.”
On the outward journey the train was at
our disposal and  we could stup, get out,
and have our morning and evening sacri-
fice of prayer and praise. Now it was on
the open prairie with no bound but the
horizon to our vision, the level expanse
stretching away, away, seciningly infinite,
opening the wmind to the greatness of the
One we worshipped.  Again, as at North
Bend, the last morning we were together,
we were shutin by the everlasting hills.
Hoary with age, they were reminders of
Him who was ** before the mountains were
brought forth.” Rearving their giant

forms aloft as s> many spires in the grand ]

Cathedral wlere we sang and prayed,

they told of Him who ‘‘weigheth the
mountains in scales.” And, as now on
open prairie, now in mountain glen, there
rang forth to music some grand 01d psalm,
that heart would be hard indeed that
would not beat responsive to the thought
“Tt is good for us to be here.”

One thought that gets well beaten in
during a railway vide from the Atlantic to
the Pacific is the size:of our country, and
coextensive with that the size of our
church. The writer preached one Sab-
bath in New Westminster on the Pacific
Cuast; the next Sabbath in Winnipeg, and
the Sabbath following i1l New Glasgow,
Nova Scotia. The distance between tho
extremes being, by rail, about three thou-
sand seven hundred and fifty miies, orone
; thousand two hundred and seventy wiles
farther thin across the Atlantic from Hal-
ifax to Liverpool.

A church of that extent is certainly-a
large envugh subject for reflection and
there are one or twy such reflections which
we venture to print.

One is the respunsibility that rests upon
her to see that the land in which she is,
is provided through all its length and
breadth with a pure gospel.

Another, is her duty, considering the
means at her disposal, to the heathen
world.

A third reflection which forces itself
upon one is, that ina church covering
such an extent of territory, it is not the
wisest, most economical, or best, arrange-
ment to bring her representatives together
every year and to attempt to legislate for
the whole from one centre. * Might there
not be an Eastern, a Central, and a West-
ern, Synod, each of which would be able
to do what the Assembly cannot do, keep
an intelligent oversight of all the work
within its bounds. Might not these
Synods have greater powerand more work
to do than is now given to Synods, and
might not Assembly meet once in three
years, for such general oversight as might
be deemed necessary to reserve toit. If
instead of that, the church resort to re-
duced representation to make the As-
sembly more wieldly and werkable, and
send every year, one in c¢ight, or one in
twelve, to some central place to do the
greater part of its work, the church will
be so large that much of the work will be
. blindly done by many of these present,
and the representation will be so small
that its deliverances must ceasc to carry
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the woight that the action of a Supreme
Court should do.

There is one kind of work needed in our
great North West to which very little
atlention has as yet been given, viz.:
Colportage. A review of the Home Mis-
sion Report of our church for the year
shews o great deal of work done in that
region. A careful study of the work of
other churches tells a similar tale,  On the
whole that vast country is as well supplied
with preaching as could have been reason-
ably expected. But is there not an open-
ing in the line above indicated? The
Missionary in his visitation through his
district comes and goes and wuch of his
message is soon forgotten. The Colpor-
teur wmakes his visit, *“and departing leaves
‘behind him” some good books, more or
less, according to the ability of the family
ito purchase. Most of these new homes in
mountain or prairie have but few books,
Neighbors are few and far away, and in
the long winter evenings the books
would be read and read again. One of
the best measures that our church could
inaugurate in her great Home Mission
field would be a system of Colportage.
Its cost would be small. It would be
largely self-sustaining.

Another open door of Christian work is
among the Chinese on the Pacific Coast.
There are in the city of Victoria alone
some three thousand of them, and perhaps
as many mors scuttered in other places
near. They have their joss houses and all
the parapharnalia of their heathen wor-
ship. Our church is deing nothing for
them. There is no missionary among
them. Many of them return to their na-
tive land. Were they to carry the gospel
back with them they would be a powerful
agency in helping forward the work of

evangelizing the millions of China. We
send missionaries t¢ Foreign lands. Isit

xight to allow the steadily increasing thou-
sands of these pagans to come among us
with no effort to give them the light of
truth.

An impression that one at least brought
home to the East is this, that while in
many cases those who have gone to that
new Western land are doing well, and
while in almost every new seftlemeut re-
ligious ordinances are provided for all who
are willing to attend them, yet people in
the older provinces who are able to make
2 comfortable living at home, had far bet-
ter stay where they are, It isa new sen-

sation and one well worth having, to seo
the prairie, verdant and far reaching in
summer, bloak and unsheltered in winter.
It is equally new and well worth the get-
ting to behold the mountains rocky and
ribbed, cradling their heads on pillows of
cternal snow, but for a home, give me the
hills and dales from Owen Sound to Louis-
burg that pay tribute to the Atlantic,

The Presbyterian churches in the United
States, North and South, which have been
divided since the civil war have been con-
sidering for some time the question of

union. Large hearted men have longed
for it. DMany have thought that this relic

of that unhappy strife should be no longer
kept. The practical difeulty, however,
and it scems to be une that may for a time
put a stop to all negutiations, is that old
idea of slave holding days, that the colored
race is essentially an inferior one. The
Sonth is willing to unite, provided the
blacks have separate churches, presby-
teries, and synods.  The North knows no
color line and wishes that if union takes
place the blacks shall be at liberty to do
as they may chouse; haveseparate church-
es if they can or worship with whites, and
that in all church courts they shall have
their place, and equal rights. It is a piti-
ful gight, to behold this relic of barbarism
that the nation washed out a quarter of a
century ago in bloud, still held in any
form in the Presbyterian church.

The General Assembly of the Preshy--
terian Church-of the United States, North,
met this year at Omaba, a city which
twenty years ago had scarce an existence,
and which now has nearly a hundred thou-
sand inhabitants; and the General As-
sembly of the Presbyterian Church in
Canada met in Winnipeg, which twenty
yea's ago was merely a HudsenBay Co.
trading post, and is now a city containing
thirty thousand people.

‘“How dusty and toil-worn the little group
of Christians that landed at Puteoli must
have looked as they toiled along the Ap-
pian Way and entered Rome? How con-
temptuously emperor and philosopher,
and priest and patrician would have curled
their lips if they had been told that in that
little knot of Jewish prisoners lay a power
before which theirs would cower and fin-
ally fade,” '
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NEEDS OF

THE CUMPARATIVE
MISSION

OUR  DIFFERENT
FIELDS,

Some idea of the comparative needs of
our different mission fields may be formed
from a glanco at their respective popula-
tions, and the number of missionaries
Iaboring among them,

THE NEW HEBRIDES,

The population of the New Hebrides is
varivusly estimated at from 50,000 to
%70,000. The latest Report from the Day-
spring Bonxd gives the number of ordained
foreign missionaries in the group as six-
teen, i. e, one ordained foreign missionary
to every 4000 people, men, women, and
ebildren. There is probably no mission
field in the world so well supplied, or
where the number of foreign laborers, in
proportion to the population, is so great.
In addition to these there are 120 native
teachers and laborers, or a proportion of
about ene to every 500 of the population.
Some of vur readers can remcmber when
Geddie went there alone, when the people
were sunk in the lowest depths of heath-
enism. As with that we contrast the
present: The group so well supplied,
some islands Christianized, others receiv-
ing the truth, we may well thank God and
tuke courage in extending our work to
other lands that are yet without the
Gospel. '

TRINIDAD.

The Indian population of this island is
estimated at about €0,000. Among these
thers are now four ordained foreign mis-
siomaries at work, or one to every 15,000.
There is another who has gone to Scotland
threagh ill health and whose return is as
yet a matter of uncertainty, and there is
one ordained Indian minister, Rev. Lal
Behari. There is-a goudly staff of native
teachors and muniturs at work in the
thirty-two schools under the care of the
mission. The chief centres of Indian pop-
wlation in the Island are occupied, though
there are two districts, Cedros and Cha-
gusnos, with a population of about 4000
each, which they have notas yet been
able to overtake.

DEMARARA.

The Indian or Cuolie population of
Demarara, among which we have a mis-
sionary, numbers probably 70,000, There
are two ordiined missionaries now labor-
ing minong these people, making one or-

| 000.000 of people.

dained Foreign missionary to every 35,-
000. The work is just begun there and
there are only four or five teachers as yet
employed.

CENTRAL INDIA.

The lateut Report of the mission to
Central India contains the following:

In Central India wo have nearly 10,-
In this immense dis-
trict with a population more than double
that .of the Dominion of Canada we know
of only one mission station besides ouyr
own (five). Another of the wmission
(American Presbyterian) has in- the past
year been planted at Jhansi, which though
now British Territory may for Mission
purposes be counted as in Central India,
lying as it dves where the Eastern and
Western sections meet each other. Al-
lowing for these and deducting such na-
tives as are reached by those working
principally among Europeans we are safe
in saying not one ordained missionary for
every million and a half of people.” Or
seven missionaries for about ten millions,

HONAN

is one of the large central provinces of
China with an estimated population of
about 15,000,000. So far as known at
present this whole province is yet almost
entirely destitute of the gospel. But one
missionary so far as known, is at work
in this field. ‘The Student’s missionary
societies of Queens and Knox Colleges
bave each agreed to support a laborer,
and have each chosen one of their number
as a missionary. St. Andrews Church,
Toronto, has also offered to support a
iman. It is proposed that these three men
accupy some new field, and the Western
Committee hasin view this Province of
Honan, with its fifteen millions of per-
ishing souls, waiting the word of life.
This the Assembly has approved of, and
though the field is not yet definitely fixed
it is probeble that we will scon count
Honan as one of our missivn fields.

THE NORTH WEST.

The whole Indian population of Mani-
toba and the North West territories is
about 30.000. We have under our care
eighteen bands, with a population of 35,-
000. Other churches are doing something
for these as well as our own, This work,
however, cant be classed with Foreign
work. These people are in our own land
and no effort should be spared, both for
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their own sakes and for the rake of our
country, until they are brought under the
influence of the Gospel.
TORMOSA

and itg need for more laborers I have not
mentioned, for Dr. Mackay wishes, with
the present mission staff to overtuke the
field by means of native agency.

Leaving out Formosa and the North
West, the population of the different For-
oign fields of our Church, the number of
ordained foreign missionaries in them and
the comparative ratio of population to each
missionary may be summed up as follows :

Field. Pop. No. Mis- Pop. to each

sionaries. Missionary.

New Heb. 60,000 16 4,000
Trinidad 60,000 o 12,000
Demarars 70,000 2 356,000
Cen. India 10,000,000 7 1,600,000

Honan 15,000,000 1

THE NEW HEBRIDES AND A
FOURTH MISSIONARY.

That our readers may knaw exactly the
present position of matters regarding a
fourth missionary to the New Hebrides,
we give extracts from the printed minutes
of the Assembly’s Foreign Mission Cum-
mittee (consisting of the Eastern and

15,000,000

Western Divisions) which met in Toronto.

on the 2nd of June, just before the meet-
ing of Assembly. The wminute isas fol-
lows:

> A memorial was read from the Board
of Management of the Women's Foreign
Missionary Society, Eastern Division, ac-
companied by a letter explaining that the
said memorial was intended to be laid be-
fore the Committee and tranemitted to the
General Assembly. The memoriasists
pled in favor of sending another mission-
ary to the New Hebrides. After a full
consideration of the circuinstances whick
led to the sending of the memuorial, the
following resolution, propused by Dr.
Moore (of Ottawa) was carried unani-
mously:

““The General Assembly having remit-
ted to this Committee the question of ap-
pointing another missionary to the New
Hebrides, this Committee referred the
same to the Eastorn Division for such ac-
tion. The question, after full and anxious
consideration on the part of the Eastern
Division, still remaining undetermined,
this Comnmittee, while deeply sympathiz-
ing with Mr. Annand and highly appre-

ciating the Christian zeal and liberality of
the Woman's Foreign Missionary Society
of Halifax, still, in view of the existing
political complications in the New Hobri-
des, and the necessity for extreane caution
in extending our work there, and in view
of the urgent needs of our owa North
West territories, and the ever itercasing
demands of our other existing missions,
and the new but large and populous fields
thrust by the Providence of God upon our
attention, recolve that action looking tw
the appointment of an additional mission-
avy is inopportune, and recosmend the
Assembly to delay action in the mean-
time,”

“The following resolution referring to
the Memorinl of the Woman's Foreign
Missionary Socicty, Fastern Division, pro-
pozsud by Dr. McLaren, was unanimously
agreed to * That the Committee having

heard the Memorial of the Board of Maw- *

agement of the Woman’s Foreign BIis-
sionary Socicty, Eastern Division, and
having carefully considered the same, in-
etruct the Convener to acknowledge its
receipt, and to forward to them a copy of
the resolution adopted by the Committoe
on the important question to which the
Memorial refers, and to assure tlie ladics
that while the Committee have not seen
their way clear to concur in the prayer of
the Memorial, they fully appreciate the
eainest desire for the extension of Christ's
kingdom which has led them to put forth
the liberal efforts they have made, and the
Cummittee have forws~ded their Mem-
orial to the General Assembly as re-
quested.” .

When the Memorial was kid before the
Assembly the following resolution was
unsnimously adopted:

*“The General Assembly receives the
Memorinl and records its grateful estimate
of the zeal and liberality of the Woman's
Foreign Missionary Suciety, Eastern Sec-
tion, but inasmuch as the Church in the
Lower Provinces initinted the mission &
the New Helirides, and has hitherto so
suceessfully conducted it, the General
Assembly deems it advisable iu the special
circumstances to refer the imnportant mat-
ter embraced in this Memorial to the
Synod of the Maritime Provinces to meet
at New Glasgow in October next, to pase
judgment upon the same in the way which
in its wisdom sceims best, and to repoxt its
finding to the Foreign Mission Committee
with power to act.”
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LETTER FROM REV. H. A. ROB-

ERTSON.

Eraror, Erate, May 11th, 87,
Rev. P. M. Morrison,

My Dear Brother,~—On the first day of
this month the ** Dayspring” arrived at
Erromanga from Sydney, with your long,
denply interesting and very welcume let-
ters of the 30th December and 4th Jan'y.

Ileave here (Mr. McKenzie's station)
to-morrow morning, for the North to at-
tend our annual missionary meeting, and
we hope also that we may be able to se-
cure fairly good openings for Messrs.
Annand, Laggat, Landells and Morton,
and assist them to ercct their houses.
The *‘Dayspring’”’ took on a number of
the brethren with their wives, and Mr.
McKenzie and I are following in the
¢ Cairndhu,” o vessel of the same rig and
size us * Dayspring,” which the *Day-.
spring” Board chartered to bring down
from Sydney scantling for houses for the
new missionaries, and many other things,
such as boaty and supplies that the *‘Day-
spring” could not possibly bring.
¢¢ Cairndhin” will proceed to-morrow from
Mr. McKenzie’'s (£rakor) to Ambrim,
calling at Tongon.

Both vessels are appointed to convey
the missionaries to stations after our meet-
ing at Ambrim, and assoon asthe new
niissionaries shall have been settled and
their houses are up the *¢ Cairndhu” will
leave for Sydney, probably direct, that we
may save as much money as may be, and
the * Dayspring” will call at all mission
stations on her way South and then pro-
cced to Sydney to return about the end of
October with supplies, mails, ete.

We expect to be absent now from our
stations for at least two months, and those
of us who live far South will be 10 or 12
weeks. Probably Mr. McKenzie and [
will be sent to assist Mr. Annand in his
settlement and the building of his house,
and others will assist Messrs. Laggat,
Landells, and Morton. Probably the
gentlemen who will assist them will Le
Messrs. Watt, Murray, Fraser, and Laurie;
or Lauriec may gu with Mr. Annand. It
will be & big job to put up say four houses,
hut as they are all framed and ave to have
fron _roofing it will be as nothing com-
pared to our house-building in days now
gone by.

The’

The securing of suitable and good open-
ings is all that we are anxious about.
French priests from Paris are alrendy on
Santo, but the island is large and we hope
to get a station there for Mr, and Mrs,
Annand, and if not thon there are other
islonds,

Mr. McKenzie's youngest child died a
short time ago, of dysentery. My and
Mrs. McKenzie have lost three little boys
since they settled on Efate, They all
three liein the ome grave awaiting our
Lord’s coming. Norman, Mr. McKenzie's
eldest son living, is not at all well. He
suffers much from fever and is not as
strong looking as he was last year. Mr.
McK. has put up « splendid large church
at this station 56x28 feet, the natives hav-
ing assisted with money and labor. I had
the pleasure in saying a few words to the
congregation at their weekly prayer-meet-
ing in it this evening.

We are glad to see Mr. and Mrs. An-
nand back and looking so well. Canada
for health! As a family we are well, Our
three children in Sydney were well ou the
1st of last month. ) .

The French are buying out all English
commercial interests in the New Hebrides
and annexation is now sure to follow.
But of thut I never have had any doubt.
They are buying land and bringing out
families from Paris and they will only
leave if compelled by England, and Eng-
land dues not wish to compel them, nor
do I believe England cares a fig whether
France annexes the New Hebrides or not
and has only watched movements because
the Australasian colonies have been and
will always be so opposed to French an-
nexation in the Pacific. There is not
much money in the thing and there are
European complications which England
must for her own sake keep in view, and
as for the Mission or Christian aspect of
the question involved in the event of
France annexing, that isthe last thing
that England or the Colonies will consider.

With much regard,

Yours ever,
H. A. ROBERTSON.

Only what we have wrought into our
character durivg life can we take away
with us.— Humbaldt.

Dr. Hodge said of a certain eminent
Christian, © He was not only pious, he was
good.™
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Trinidad.

LETTER FROM REV. K. J. GRANT.

SaN FERNANDO,
June 30, 1887.

0Of our 60,000 Indians in Trinidad I
think that about one-tenth maybo set
down as Mohammedwns.  Annually they
fast in day timo for one month, No food
is eaten from daylight to dark, but during
the night the cravings of appelite can be
fully met. A week ago the 23rd, thé rosa,
or feast, terminated.  Some seven or eight
hundred of the faithful assembloed ina
village 4 mile distant to enter upon the
season of joy that follows the days of
mourning and ‘sadness.
during the reading of the Koran, but when
the time came to assume the praying pos-
ture, with the fa:e towards Meccn, as
propriety requires, a dispute arese. A
few strangers from the Punjab, who at
home looked ina somewhat south-west
direction, insisted that the face should be
turned in the same way; those from Cen-
tral India, Bombay, Calcutta, held that
the orthodox course required them to look
west. Hot tempers brought forth angry
words and these were fullowed up with
heavy blows. Sticks were freely -used,
ceven the boards were torn from the
Musjid or mosque to belabor their fellow-
worshippers, broken bottles flew like snow
balls in 2 crowd of scliool-boys at home in
the month of March., Some fled pell-inell,
some were escorted by the police to the
lock-up, whilst others were conveyed to
the hospital.

‘Thus wrininated the Mohammedan rosa
of 1887 in Trinidad. The more thoughtful
feel thoroughly ashamed of what has hap-
pened, We who believe that the Loyd
rules, have hope that we shall see in this
instance how God makes the wrath of man
to turny to his glory: The man who was
beaten most severely has bieen s most at-
tentive hearer at’ one of our stations for
six months,* He-has had the Gospel and
now taster what heathenism is. May the
sense of contrast prove salutary.

Yours faithfullv, -
K. J. GRANT.

In every temptation to sin, we should
hear a still small voice saying ** It was sin
that crucified your-Lord, including such a
sin as you are now tempted to commit.”

All went well

LETTER FROM MRS. MORTON.
TuxAPUNA, TRINIDAD, B. W. L.,

June 3rd, 1887,
My Dear Friends:

Wo are awave that your Iate valued
Cor. Secretary has been very wmuch
engaged for vome months pust, and this
among other things is sufficient to account
for a falling off in weight of the Tunapunn
mail bag.  Nothing very unusual has
trangpired here sinco Iast I wrote you.
We had a Sorvice of Song in our new
¢hurch. DIMiss Blackadder kindly read for
us and Miss Archibald gave great assis-
tance with the music, but the weather
was showery enough t. keep & great many
away, We cleared cighteen dollars, We
wish to make our church as useful as wo
can to the general population.

In March Mr. Morton gave & temper-
ance lecture ;in April we had a missionary
meeting and at the Jubilee Mr. Morton
intends giving a suitable and instructive
lecture. The Missivnary meeting on
Good Friday was the first ever held in
Tunapuna. The Presbytery met through
the day ; Mr, Grant, Mr, Ramsay, of Port
of Spain, and Mr. Muir, of Grenada, kind-
ly remained to take partin the meeting ;
two of the speakers gave earnest warnings
about Sunday selling, and there has been
a visible improvement in our village in
that respect ever since.

Mr. Morton'’s services are all in Hindu-

stani, but Mr. Dickson conies from Arouca

to hold an a’ternoon service in English.
This is quite a privilege for our own chil-
dren, ag the two younger do not under-
stand Hindustani. On Sabbath, May
15th, Mr. Morton dispensed the Com-
munion. Five adults and one child wers
baptized and two couples married, The
church was well filled notwithstanding
heavy and continuous rain. Qne evening
in the weék Miss Morton devotes to hymn-

* ginging in the church with any who may

come. - This helps to keep up the interest
in the English services and gives us a choir
for special yccasions. They prepared care-
fully for the Missionary meeting, and
rendered very well, a piece published about
that time in the ¢ Christian,” with re-

frain, *Go ye into all the world,” etc.

The sugar crop season is over, and the
Wet season daily expected. Someshowers
have alrcady fallen. The change of the
seasons is not a healthy time. We have
daily applications for medicine ; we give

'
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only simple romedies but they are eagerly
sought for. Fever and ulcers are very
prevalent. The dwellings of the poor
among the people are low and dark with
with earthen fluors and one or two small
and solid board windows, always carefully
fastened at night, thus securing bad venti-
Iation. They also suffor from dampness
and from the uncleanly babit of allowing
dirty and stagnant water to stand about
their very dore-step. 1 often feel afraid
to breathe in the atmosphere of their
homes. Sometimes parents and children
all sloep on one mat on the floor. Observ-
ing the moagre accommodations of one
family where there is a mother:ir-law T
was told that * Pappa sleeps with the
cow.” I saw the resting place of the pair,
a small grass roof supported by a few bare
Pposis

The Hindus love their cows; if they
have a good one they seem to cling to it,
but they think very lightly of changing
their wives. At the same house referred
to the woman told me quite carelessly,
** Pappa does not want me now ; he would
rather live alone, he says, than have to
work for so many.” The eldest of her two
amall children belongs to a previous hus-
band whe is living quite near her with a
pew wife. Nextdoor lives a Mohammedan
wan with three children, whose wife has
left him for apother; the youngest child
s not three ycars old. Just think what
itis to work among such people. Pen
cannot trace it. Sometimes 1 feel quite
powerless to speak to them. When they
have no other excuse they say somnebody
put something in their food which turned
their head. One effect of this evil meets
w8 in the schools. Sich parents do not
zarefor the improvement of their children,
therefore it is a heavy task to the teachers
and to the missionary to keep up the at-
tendance in the schools.

Heavy crops of sugar have been taken
off this year, but prices continue as low as
ever, and eonmmercial depression is increas.

Preparations are being made for
Jubilee celebrations. One thousand
Jubilee plates have been imported to feed
the paupers in a public square in Port of
Spain, They are to be waited upon by
Iadies, it is said, and afterwards the plates
are to be presented tothem. The wealthy
and pleasure-loving part of our community
will eat, drink, and dance at-a subscription

" | they could eat.

ball. All the mission families are well.
With best wishes for all,
1 remain yours truly,
Sarag E. MorrToN.
For the W. F. M. Societics.

LETTER FROM MISS COPELAND.

Sax FErNANDO, TRINIDAD,
April 22nd, 1887.

To the W. F. M. Suciety of Prince St.
Church, Pictou. :
My Dear Friends:

It is so long since your box arrived that
I am almost ashamed to.acknowledge it
now. Very wany thanks for your kind
presents buth for myself and for the chil-
dren. The clothing for the children was
very nice, but the little girls dont care for
the jackets as they are not accustomed to
that style of dress, and it would be better
to make them like the old pattern with
the short sleeves. Those who wear the
native dress usually have armlets above
the elbows and won’t wear anything to
hide their jewellery, but they like the
little wrappers—all in one.

On Saturday we had a school-treat; the
children of all the schools in Mr. Grant’s
district were gathered together, Some of .
the schools are 14 or 15 miles away, so not
many of the little ones could be expected
to come such a long distance. Notwith-
standing, there were 300 present. There
was gervice in the church, when we had
short addresses from Mr. Grant, Babu
Lal B.hari, Mr. Muir of Grenada (who is
}ab present visiting us) and Rev. Mr.
Moor. We sang several hymns both in
English and Hindi, and after the meeting
went out into the yard forbreakfast. The
children sat down on tlie ground on plan-
tain leaves, and with a piece of the same
leaf fur a plate. when each was supplied
with as much johnny-cake and cury as
The members of the
Englishcongregation sybscribed the money
for the breakfast, and someof:the mem-
bers of the Hindi congregations came and
cooked the food. It is interesting to
watch the process of baking. Knives,
forks, or spoons are never used when
JSingers may be substituted. . They com-
menced work about 4 o'clock on Friday
afternoon and kept at it until midnight,
and were back again before day-light. 1t
was really very nice to see the interest
they took in the children, sparing neither
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time nor pains to make the Ulreakfast at
lenst o success. In the afternoon the boys
enjoyed a cricket watch in the Savanunah,
(town against country boys.) All seemed
delighted with their day’s entertainment.
One evening last wesk I went with
Bessie and the children to see a Brahmin
priest in his temple surrounded by his
gods. We arrived jyst in time, as he was
about to commence his service. There
-are three services each day: at6a, m.
12 noon, and 6 p:m. He was ringing the
bell as we came ap, not to gather the peo-
ple, but as a part of the service. Then
the ceremony of ¢ washing the gods” com-
menced. In the centre of the room was
an open casement made of concrete,where
the god Mahades dwells. A pitcher of
water with a small hole in the bottom is
over his head, in alittle frame. The water
drips down on him, so that he may always
be kept cool. A small bell, tvo, hanging
from the ceiling, decorated with flowers,
comes over the pitcher; this bell is rung
three times during the service. Besides
the god, Mahades, were two others painted
on the wall. One was called the monkey-
god, and with & stretch of imagination,
does look something like o monkey. 1t is
painted red, with a long red tail, and a
black nose and eyes. At one side of the
roonl, on a little box, about 10 or 12 inches
high, were the other gods, twélve little
round stones, varying in size from half an
inch to two inches in diameter. After
bowing to these 12 stones the priest
picked them up in his hand and put them
into a little copper bowl to wash them.
(after washing the wateris considered holy
water.) They were then dried with a soft
cloth and returned to their places. He
then sat down on the floor before them,
took two pieces of sandal-weod (a large
flat piece and a small piece) put a few
drops of holy water on them and rubbed
them together till a froth was formed,
which he put, with his finger, on the head
of each of the gods in the room, then on
his own forehead, breast, and arms. They
are then decorated with fluwers, some in-
cense is burnt before them, and the cere-
mony is over. Into this holy water are
put some leaves of the sacred Tulsie plant,
it is placed in front of the altar and dis-
pensed to those who may seek it. It is
‘¢ the blind leading the blind.”
Our work isextending. Everyday there
are_some coming forward asking to be
shown the way of salvation. Severul very

1, . .
interesting cases have come to our wotice

Intely. One of these is a young wan who
attended the San Fernando school uver
eleven years ago, and the seed sawn in
youth is commencing to bear fruit, He
says he is anxious to receive Christian
baptism, and to be married in the church.
He was married according to the Iudian
custom when he was juite young, but
now both he and his wife wish to becone
Christians. :

I dofeel now that as yow have inyour
midst Mt. Falcoaer, who ‘tuok'so’much
interest in our mission and who is so inti-
mately acquainted with the details of the
work, it is almost unnecessary for me to
tell of matters which can be much better
spoken of than written about.

With many thanks for the kindness
shown and the interest taken in our work,
1 remain, yours faithfully,

‘L1ss1r COTELAND.

HEROISM AT HOME.

How useless our lives seem to ue somé=
times! How we long for an vpportunity to
perform some greal action! We becume
tired of the routine of home life, and im-
agine we would be far happier in other
scenes.

We think of life's great battle-field, and
wish to be herues. We think of the good
we might do if our lot had been cast in
other scenes. We forget that the world
bestows no such titles as noble as father,
mother, sister, or brother. Iu the sacred
precints of bome we have many chances of
hervism. The daily acts of self-denial for
the good of a loved one, the gentle word
of soothing for another’s trouble, the care
for the sick, may all'seem’as nothing; yet
who can tell the good they may accom-
plish? Our slightest word may have an
influence over another for guud er evil.
We are daily sowing the seed which will
bring forth some sort of harvest. Well
will it be for us if the harvest will be one
we will be proud to garner. If some ones
in that dear home circle can look back in
after years and, as he tenderly utters our
name, say: * Her wordsand example pre-
pared me for a life of usefulness; to Ler I
owe my present happiness,” we may well
say ‘‘I have not lived in vain.”

Mo man is better than his secrct,
thr aghts,  ““All things are naked and
open unto the eyes of him with whom we
have to do.”
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FRENCH EVANGELIZATION.
EXTRACTS FROM THE LAST REPORT.

In presenting its annual report the
Board would call special attention to the
fact that recent and current events show
the urgent necessity of prosecuting the
work of French Evangelization on o much
Ja~zer seale, and with much greater faith
and courage than heretofore.  Romanism
is undeniabiy strengthening itself in many
ways, and becoming alaumingly aggressive
on t'is continent. Its wealth and various
sources of rovenue are heing gieatly aug-
mented, and its organization pecfected by
the appointnent of Bishops, Archbishops,
and Cardinals to direct the efforts of a vast
avmy of priests, nuns, and friars, sa that
its ecclesinstical and political power can
siarcely be estimat:d.

The rastoration, by the reigning Pontitl,
of the Suciety of Jesus (The Jesuits) to its
original status in the Church, and its in-
corporation for religious and educational
purpuses by the Legidature of Quebec.
are steps full of peril fo the morality and
the civil and religious Lberties of the Do-
minion, It is matter of history that this
order was suppressed in Canada, and their
property taken possessicn of by the Crown;
but since their return in 1842 they have
steadily increased in numbers and influ-
ence. In 1847 they established the Col-
lege of St. Mary’s, in Mentreal, which has
now about 450 students, and they have
since extended their Iators to the cities of
Quebec, Three Rivers and Guelph; to the
shores of Lake Superior and Lake Hurgn,
the Island of Manitoulin and the region o1
Temiscamingue. The puwer conferred
upon them for acquiring and holding po-
})elt.,\’ in varvious forms is practically un-

imited, and is sure to be used with the
utmost energy aud skill so as to absorb in
a larger desree than ever the resources of
the country. It is well known that their
mission is chiefly educational; and no one
conversiant with their standard theological
and cthieal writings can hesitate to pro-
nounce these impure and corrupting; and
yet such principles are not only assiduous-
Iy inculeated in Colleges and Sewinaries
but also made to permieate the whole sys-
tem of elementary education in the Pro-
vince of Quebec. And tosuch a degree is
the influence of their teachings already
{elt that eminentadvocates dv nothesitate
to ascribe to it the great and increaring
difficulty in getting witnesses to speak the

truth and to regard the sacred obligation
of a judiciul cath. Hence the recent at-
tempt to give it additional solemmity by
an Act of Parliamnent enforcing the use of
crucifixes in_contt houses and elsewhere.

It is tobe regretted that the aggressive
movements of Rome are greatly faciliated
by the incessant enddavers of political
parties to secure and.retain the support of
Romanists, and by the course followed by
a large section of the numinally Protestant
press in being scrupuléusly silent regard-
ing all that malkes against the tactis of
the Hierarchy, while outspuken in com-
mending certain of its doings and in de-
nouncing as narrow -bigotrv the efforts of:
those whio oppese them. It must be ac-
knowledged that owing to ignorance of
what Ramanisin is, and always has been,
and through self-interest in various fors,
Protestant sentiment has in some become
so weak that not a few contribute funds
to the support of popish institutions and
openly or secretly countenanee rafiles and
lotteries for the same purpose. Some even
o the length of frankly avowing their op-
pos.tion to French Evangelization, osten-
sibly upon three grounas, namesy: nist,
that it breeds strife and bitterness hetween
the French and English nationalities;
secend, that it hinders a great reforma-
tien movement from within the Romish
Cherch; and third, that it is an insalt
wlkih we ourselves would resent were
colporteurs and missionavies from Rome
sent among our peaple.

These reasoms, it is believed, viewad
from a Christian, patviotic, or higtodeal
standpuint are untenable.  As to foment-
ing strife aud contention, that is no part
of our myisei .n.  We repudiante the ins.nu-
ation; but we do not forget that when
Jesus and his Apostles preached the gus-
pel, and pressed it upon Jew and Gentile,
they were clirged with the samne ofience
and declared to be guilty of stiring up-
sedition and turning the world upside
down. Qur experience, therefore, is truly
apostolic in this respect, and the zeal of
our messengers has been so intunse, in
some instances, as to causc them to be
stoned or imprisoned. Nor are we dis-
uayed by opposition; because the degree
of resentment encountered is often the
cleirest proof of the necessity, the wisdom,
and Divine authority of the work under-
taken. And surely the policy of peace at
any price in presence of dense spiritual
ignorance and aggressive superstitions is
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not that which was followed by the re-
formers of other days, and which is to be
deemed ;worthy of a great church and peo-
ple, who claim to continue the work and
honor the memory of Luthgr, Calvin, and
Knox. ‘ First pure and then peaceable”
is the old rule, which is:still in force. .

As to leaving Rowmanism alone in the
hope that a great spiritual movement will
thus come from within the church, we
know of nothing in scripture or history to
warrant such a belief. Error does not
cure itself by being allowed to enjoy un-
broken repese. 1t is rather like sin and
sinners, when not acted upon in way of
restraint from without and above, it waxes
worse and worse. Spain, Mexico, and
other Romish countries have as matter of
fact been left for centuries very much in
the condition pleaded for, but where is
the record of the spontancous reformation
for which some are willing to wait? That
which is dreamed of as the right thing and
certain to happen in future -has not ac-
curred in the past. Reformation has
hitherto been the fruit of the gospel clear-
ly and lovingly presented te the human
lieart and s=nt home with saving power by
the Spirit of God; and the men of Luthers

¢ay weve successful as reformers only in’

the measure in which they held forth and
held fast the werl of lifo.  But is this at-
titude of waiting and doing nothing com-
patible with an enlightened appreciation
of the truth, and of the dangers to which
men are expesed who are destitute of it7
Ts it thus that we manifest our sense of
the value of theirsoulsand prove ourselves
to be heralds and witnesses for Jesus
Christ ? BesiCes, those who ask us to leave
Romanism alone overluok the glaring fact
that it will not leave us alone.  Ithas not
done so in the past, and is not dving so to-
day throughout the length and breadth of
our Dominton. Lo say nothing of politi-
calintrigue, of which no one will. venture
to exonerate the Jesuits, it is notorious
that priests and prelates* habitually thun-
der against our fatth and vur Bibles as ut-
terly false, and, therefo.e, on the ground
of self defence and self persevativn, we
are bound to act as we do, unless, indeed,
we are ready to confess before God and
man that the faith which we hold is to us
a matter of such little moment that we
care not whether it.is maintained or de-
stroyed. Finally, as tothe work of vur
colporteurs and missionaries being an im-
pertinence, The unsupported assumption

here is that they are sent to do what is
unnecessary, and to doit in & wrong spirit
and method, in an insulting manner; all
of which we deny. -How can it be an in-
sult to offer our most highly prized pos-
session, the Guspel, to any one? Itis.
most necessary that superstition and spir-
itual bondage should be Lroken up by a
full and clear presentation of God’s es-
sage of love and freedom to all men. Tlus
is all that we charge our agents to do, and
if the teuching of the simple Gospel to
those who are ignorant of it is an imper-
tinence which should be resented, then we
must plead guilty; but if, on the contrary,
it is a work stamped with the approval
and enforced by the command of the Son
of God, then instead of being blamed and
censured for it, we justly expect tu be
heartily suppo:ted by all who love and
sexve Him.
COLPORTAGE. .

While all the wissionaries antl teachers
are expected to do what they .can to place
copies of the Seriptures in the houses of
their vespective districts, the Buard cmn-
ploys a class of men whose time and ser-
vice are given exclusively to this work.
Specific fields are assigned to these wmen,
generally one or more counties, and those
they are expected thoroughly to canvass,
with a view of supplying the French faini-
lies, willing to receive it, with & copy of
the Word of God, and to conversg with
them on religious subjects.  This work has
been carried on to a greater or less extent
for the past forty years, so that thereis
rot a single county in the” Provioce of
Quebec tlat has not been visited by Col-
porteurs «f our own or similar socicties,
In not a few of the homes in dense Roman
Catholic settlements the Bible is known
and read, and a visit from a Colporteunr is
eagorly longed for and highly pized. It
is not an unusual thing for several of the
neighbors to meet together cn tle Culpir-
tear’s visit, and’ to spend hours in plying
him with questions and in listening to Ins
exposition of God’s truth. While fear of
persecution and other matives prevent
many Frerch Canadians from severing
their connection with the Church of Ruine,
there are not a few, scaltered throuzhout
neatly every county, who read and love
the Gospel, and to whom the visits of tl.e
faithful Corporteur are of inestimabie
value. Realizing the jmportance of this
self-denying work, the Board is most anx-

"ious to increase the staff of Colportuurs.
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Formerly, the great Jifficulty was to ob-
tain suitable men for the work; now,how-
ever there are at the disposal of the Board
the services of more men than they have
the means to employ.

During the past year eighteen Colpor-
teurs were employed, either in whole or
in part. These distributed 1,715 copies
of Scripture, 17,160 French tracts and
pamphlets, awnd visited 38,167 houses.
Adding to this the number distributed by
the other Missionaries of the Board, the
total distribution for the year was 3,366
copies of Scriptures, and upwords of 26,-
400 pamphlets and tracts, being largely in
excess of the distribution of any preceding
year. A gratifying feature of the circula-
tion is the large number of copies sold,
the receipts from sales by the Colporteurs
amounting to nearly threefuld that of any
former year. Besides the Province of
Quebec, four of the Colporteurs spent the
whole of last summer in New Brunswick
and Prince Edward Island, and two lab.
ored for the greater portion of the year in
Eastern Ontario. The following were the
fields occupied, together with the Roman
Catholic and Protestant population ineach:

Roman  Protes-
Catholic.  taunt.

Kent, N. B. 15,700 6,899
Westmorland, N. B,*  14,774. 22,733
Northumberland, N. B, 11,667 13,448
Gloucester, N. B. 18,745 2,838
Victoria, N. B, 10,002 5,482
P. E. Island 47,116 61,662
Rimouski. Que. 33,224 566
Temiscouata, Que. 25,226 246
Beauce, Que. $1,311 708
Iberville, Que. 13,642 792
Rourille, Que, 17,998 §4b
Yamaska, Que. 16,4950 141
Richolieu, Que. 19,858 360
Chrambly, Que. 10,161 695
Quebec City 56,255 6,186
Montreal C.ty 112,862 37,831
Ottawa City 15,901 11,445
Ottawa Go., Que. 33,500 10,834
Carlton, Ont., 6,839 17,838
Russell, Ont. 13,2556 11,824
Prescott, Ont. 16,895 5,958
Cornwall, Ont. 5,020 4,836
Glengarry, Ont. 11,758 10,451
Stormont, Ont. 3,024 10,248
Soulanges, Que. 9,753 4067
. Vaudreuil, Que. 10,669 816
Berthier, Que, 21,674 164
Joliette, Que. 21,624 34
Montealm, Que. 12,068 897

MISSION SCHOOLS.

French Protestants in the Province of
Quebec are placed at a great disadvantage
in the matter of education. Comparative-
ly few in number, and often separated
from each other by a considerable dis-
tance, they are unable to comply with the
conditions necessary for organizing a dis-~
sentient school, and &re compelled to
send their children to the public school of
the district, for the support of which they
are taxed. Tha public schools are entitely
under the control of the Romish hierarchy,
and are little better thun nurseries for the
tinining of children for their first com-
munion, Under these circumstances, the
Board is exceedingly anxious to establish
Mission Schools for the education of the
children of our converts, and such of the
Roman Catholics as chovse to attend.
Even in districts where the Protestants
are sufficiently numerous to comply with
the law for the establishment of dissenti-
ent schools, they are often unable to raise
the amount necessary for the erection of a
schoo! building and the maintenance of a
teacher. In such cases, the Board sends
teachers and makes small grants towards
their support.

. This important departmert of our work
shows a gratifying improvement from year
to year. Four years ago there were re-
ported 13 schools, with 533 pupils. The
number has since doubled, there being
now 29 schools, with 34 tcachers 905
prpils.  There has been an increase in the
past year of four schools and one hundred
and one pupils. Two hundred and ninety
of the pupils are the children of Roman
Catholic parents, the great wmajority of
the others being from the homes of recer t
coaverts. Four of the schools are wholly
supported by the people of the district.
The Board has recently been compelled
for the present to decline applications from
four other districts desiring teachers, be-
cause of its inability to meet the necessary
expenditure conpected therewith. Last
year the sum of $3,262 was expended in
the maintenance of the Mission Schools,
exclusive of those at Pointe aux Trembles.

The most importsnt of these Mission
Schools is8 that at Point aux-Trembles,
from which go forth many who become
catechists and colpurteurs, the bearers of
good tidings to their henighied fellow-
countrymen,

PREACHING,
There were thirty-two’ Freach miesion-

»
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aries employed during the year. Some of
these were laboring in what might more
properly be called Home Mission Fields,
where there wag a mixed population of
Protestants and French Roman Catholics,
and they were supported partly by the
Home Mission Committee and partly by
that on French Evangelization. The vork
is yet in its infancy and progress is difti-
cult, but it is the time of seeding the
hiarvest will surely come for ** My word
shall not return unto me void.” **Two
hundred and thirty-eight members were
received during the year. With a few
exceptions these were received on profes-
sion of faith, most of them being converts
from the Church of Rome.”

DANIEL WEBSTER AND THE
FIFTY-FIRST PSALM.

BY THE REV. D. MORRISON, M. A., OWEN
SOUND, ONT.

We may well be thankful for the Book
of Psalms and give them the first place in
our service of song. They furnish us with
Pprayers and praises and confessions suited
for every condition—every taste—like the
miraculous manna of old—for penitence
and rapture, battle-tield and dungeon, for
night and morning, for times of prosperity
and times of adversity. They can be
read by the bedside of the dying, chanted
in the Cathedral, sung out on the heather
of the mounw:.in; but there is no one
psalm has had a more wonderful history
ghan the fifty-first. We all know its sad
genesis—how that it was written by David
after he had committed a double crime—
putting Uriah in the forefront of the battle
that he might be slain, and forthwith tak-
ing the wife of the murdered man to his
court; and then how under the touch of
the prophet’s wand the light of heaven
burst in upon his soul and overwhelmed
him with & sense of guilt—guwit that tuok
hold on him like an arrow, sticking fast.
Here we have the two sides of our mys-
terious nature presented, the demoniac
and divine.
into the darkest crimes, and by the other
he is drawn near to the majesty of God,
. humhled, softened and sanctified.

This fifty-first psalm was a favorite with
Alfred the Great. His chroniclers tell us
that he made a study of the psalmsand
had nearly completed a translation of them
for the benefit of bis people before he died,
and we may be sure that no one occupied

By the one, David is plunged.

more of his thoughts than this, for it is
the AMiserere appointed by the Roman
Catholic church for penitents. Many a
time he knelt on the cold floor «f his
chapel at night and poured out his soul in
these words:—Have mercy on me 0 God,
according to thy loving kindness, ete. And
we read how that with hushed voices and
softened footsteps, those passing by drow
near.

This same psalm ia associated with St.
Margaret of Scotland, consort of Malcom
III.  So distinguished was she for her
piety and her beneficent -deeds that she
was canonised by lnnocent IIX (1246),
and su great a favorite was this psalin with
her that it formed her last utterance in
this world. She had been in poor health
for some time, and had repaired to Holy
rood, the Abbey her husband had founded
for the purpose of devotion. Her son,
Edgar, coming in hastily from the battle-
field where he had lost a father and she a
husband, at once awakened her fears. He
was slow to communicate the evil tidings,
but she constrained him and said: *‘Tell
me all.”  And on hearing what had taken
place, she said: *¢ It is well, bring me the
holy rood (holy rod, relic from calvary);
and there being some hesitation on the
_part of the waiters to give her this symbol
of approaching death she cried: ¢ Alas,
am I not to receive it?” When it was
put into herhands she kissed it and having
done so applied it to her forehead and then
her eyes. 'Then came the Miserere: Have
mercy on me, O God, according tv thy lov-
ing kindness, ete,

The case of Henrythe V of England, is
also worthy of note. Whan he was dying
this was the psalm that filled his mind.
As the solemn tones of the priest fell for
ta1e last time on his ear, this was his utter-
ance: ** Build up the walls of Jerusalem,”
ete. . “If I had finished the warin France
and established peace, 1 would have gone
to Palestine to rescue the Holy-city from
the Saracens,” He had a great undertak-
ing in view; but in the midst of his plans
and purposes, he was suddenly arrested by
the strong hand of death and he had to
make a surrender of all. His life was like
one of those broken marble shafts that we
often see in vur cemeteries; and nothing
could better symbulize the fact that our
mortal existence is brokén off. just at that
point when purpose 18 ready to issue in
practico, and when the hopes of,a life time
are ready to blossom into fruition. Such
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was the case with Moses standing on the
Mount viewing the goodly land which had
filled such « large space in his thoughts for
many years, at 8 distance. So with Dr.
Livingstone,” Sir Robert Peel, Sir Isnac
Newton; so with high and low, king and
commoner, and such was the foeling of
Henry V. of England, when he uttered
the sentiment: **Build up the walls of
Jorusalem.” ¢ Tad I finished the war in
France and established peace, I would
have. gone to Palestine aud rescued the
Holy city from the Saracens.”

Once more, let me state the case of
Ledy June Grey, whom all the world has
known as the innocent victim of a con-
spiracy. This was the psalm which was
read to her on the scaffuld. She had no
need for confession as to the sin charged,
but she had much need for confession as
to the sin that was uncharged and un-
known, save to God alone.  In his light,
the purest life is dark. In his near pres-
ence everything like self-complacency
takes wings, and at no time is the utter-
ance of this psaln felt to be mers appro-
priate than the hour of death; at no time
i3 the joy and gladness of which the psalm
speaks felt to be more precious. In the
case of Lady Jane Grey we cannot tell
whether she expeii:nced much of this
during the weary days and nights ap-
pointed to her; but this we have reason

ta believe was her everlasting portion:

*‘The joy and gladness,”of which we read,
in its fulness, was beyond the reach of the
sharp-edged ax, and alniost before the last
words of the psalm were uttered—hefore
~the echoes of the prayer had died away,
the work of the masked headsman was
dore.
How different Lady Jane Grey's inno-
_eence is to the guilt of Norfo k a few years
later? He stands upon the scaffold, a
tmitor to his Queen, with many acts of
Uesun prossing upon lus mewmory., He
thought to deliver his country from the
ignominy into which it had fallen and to
gettle forever the troubled question of suc-
cession to the throne; but where now his
dreams of honor and renown? Above him
isthe uplifted axe; before him the traitor's
grave, and beside him the priest with that
sad Miscrere:—Have mercy on me, O God,
according to thy loving kindness, accord-
ing to the multitude of thy tender mercies
blot out all my transgressions, etc.
We only add one more case, that of
Daniel Webster, the great American

statesman. Knowing this Psnlm best
through the translation of Watts—weak
and watery though it is—he in the evening
of his days when the long shadows were
falling, when the din of fiery debate was
hushed, and the strong passions aroused
by partizanship were laid, when conscience
and memory awoke and were writing
better things, he thought of this psalm,

and often repeated the lines:

Show pity, Lord, O Lord forgive,
Let a repenting rebel live;

Are not thy mercies Jarge and free?
May not a sinner trust in Thee ?

But the hour came when he was no
longer able to repeat these lines, when he
bowed his head and died. And when we
think of the great space he filled in his
day, the commanding influence he exer-
cised, it is not wonderful that his death
made a great blank.  ‘“ O, Daniel Webster,
the world seems lonesome without you!”
This was the expression, according to
Joseph Couk, of one of his admirers shortly
after the funeral, on visiting the grave of
the great statesman. Like Robert Burns
his was an intensely religious nature, sen-
sitive to the breath of the Spirit of all
grace in a wonderful degree, and if he
sinned—if he connived with iniquity, that
iniquity which frameth mischief by a law
—he did so under an awful responsibility.
‘“ What is the greatest shought that ever
entared your mind,” aid a friend to him
one day after dinner? “A sense of my
responsibility,” was Lis reply. *¢You'll
be here next year,” said another friend
in perting with him shortly before his
death, ‘*fSir,” sail the great statesman,
“I'll be here years after this—thousands
of yenrs-after this!” So strong was the
conviction of immomtality in the case of
Daniel Webster in thie approach of death,
so deep is the. feeling of guiltiness be-
fore Gud, in the case, we may say of all
men, when about to pass away into that
strange other world where he that is holy
shall be hely still, and he thatis filthy shall
be filthy still. The one great thought that
fills the soul in that solemn hour is this:
1s there mercy with God for me? Will
the great God against whom we have all so

_grievously offended, pardon, and take the

soul that can simply trust to enter into a
atate of vverlasting blessedness ?

The mother’s heart is the child's school-
room.—Beecher.
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THE SECRET OF JOY.
BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER.

Suppose that a person should invite you
1o his house, and on your arrival yon
should, find the window.shutters closed,
and the house looking as if prepaved for a
funeral. “You would hardly regard your-
self as a welcome guest, or that your com-
ing gave your host any pleasure. If on,
the otlier laid you were greeted with
open dogrs and lighted apartments, & hos.
pitable feast-and smiling faces, you would.
feel yourself instantly at home. Now in
every sincere, healthy Christian, Jesug
Christ lives. **Nol I,” said the sunny-
hearted ol Paul, “but Christ liveth i
me.” That was the secret of his happi'
ness.  Outiyardly the homeless, porsecuted
Apostle had a hard lot; but a more joyous
man did not tread the globe. Nevera
whimper, never a whine of complaint es-
capes his lips. *‘Rejoice in the Lord al-
ways, and again 1 say rejoice.” Such was
the jubilant message which he sent from
Nero’s gnard-house, with a chain clanking

. from his wrist.

Ought every Christian to be happy?
Yes; and may be‘so always, provided that
he seeks in the right quarter for his joys.
Paul was too wise to command us to re-
joice in money, for wealth is a shifting
sand-bank; or in health, for it is a vari-
able possession; orin the society of house-
hold and children, who may be snatched
away at any time. Our joy, to be solid,
must rest on something immovable. There
is but one such permanent, unchangeable
possession, and that is a loving Saviour
dwelling perpetually in our souls—a Sav-
iour served every day. )

A healthy and a holy joy is not an’ex-
alted rapture.  Mind nor body could not
stand the strain of a continual ecstasy., T
have observed that those people who live
on moods and frames, who are shouting
to-day, are very liable to be groaning or
scolding to-morrow. A strung bow soon
looses its tension. Even spiritual exhil-
arations are apt to be followed by reac-
tions of depression. Just as soon as we
hang our happiness, even our religious
satisfaction, on circumstances or surround-
ings, we go up, or we go down with the
tide. The thermometer of “our joy is at
the mercy of outside atinospheres. But
if an indwelling, strengthening, comfort-
ing, gladdening Saviour be always in the
core of the heart, then we can. expect to|

§ ‘rejoice evermore.”

* Do you expect meto rejoice when
either & reverse or a rogue sweeps away
my property?” Yes; becnuse poverty,
though 1t may strip us of a thousand com-
forts, does not strip away Christ. ‘“Am
1 to rejoice when tho coffin is borne away
from my door with some darling of my
heart?” Yes; tho all-wise Holy Spirit
| gonsidered even such severe throes of
{ anguish when He commands us to “re-
joice always.” And simply because death
does not carry Christ away. Nay; we
may bave a more full and soul-filling
sweetness of His presence when we are
threading tho valleys of the **death-
shade.” ~**Sorrowful, yet aways rejoic-
ing"—tliat was the Apostle’s experience,
It was when the fig-tree had no blossons,
and the vines no fruit, and the stall no
herds, that the olden prophet exclaimed
¢ I will rejoice in the Lovd, and joy in the
God of my salvation.”

Good friends, you may be sure of this,
that God never senta trinl so bitter that
genuine, Christ-filled Christian could not
suck some honey out of it. God does n ¢
expect us to be callous under trial, or ask
us to make merry at a funeral. Butaway
down deep under the tempest of trial, Be
offers toimplant in us a caluy, sober satis-
faction—a serene sense that whatever He
does is right; a sweet sense also of Christ’s
presence, and a delight in the smile of
His ceunienance. This joy underlies the
griefs of life and the disappointments, just
as there is a profound peace in the depths
of the Atlantic, while hurricanes are toss-
ing its swmface into foam.

Our happiness arises from what we are,
not where we are, If we take Christ at’
His word when He says ¢ I am with you
always,” then we can rejoice in Him al- -
ways. That kind of joy ix more thana
privilege; it is a duty. Our Master com-
mands us tu rejoice evermore; to be
wretched, therefore, is a sin. * It dishon-.
ors our Lord, o8 every act of disobedience
does. Spiritual joy is a sign of heart-
health. Spiritual- depression is dan evi-

-dence of disease. When ‘a baby moans
and frets ‘and cries, the mother eays
¢ Something is wrong; this child is not
well.,” Must not our loving. Master, who
is wiser and gentler than all mothers, re-
gard us as disordered and out of harmony
with .Him, when we become sulky or
moroae, complaining and wretched ? We
all expect to be happy when we reach
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heaven. Why not now? Why praise
heaven in the future tense so perversely 7
1t is & state, a condition of soul as well as

a locality. Tho possession of Christ is the
beginning of heaven, and the more we
have of Him here, the more shall we have

of Him up yonder. Thuse who open every
door and window of the heart to Him, will
tind the same light and joy streaming in
which shall constitute the bliss of the New

Jerusalem.  Wherefore, ‘*again I say
xejoice I ._
WORLDLY-MINDEDNESS,

BY REV. H. T. SCHOLL.

This is the obstacle which stands be-
tween many & promising youth and con-
sistent church membership. Such is the
case with a young friend of mine. What
do I tell him? Just what his beloved
nmother has repeatedly told him:—¢ There
is more real happiness in whole-souled

Christianity than can be extiacted under

the most favorable circumstances from
worldly pursuits and pleasures.”

1t stands to reason that the all-wise, all-
loving Creator and Proprietor of the uni-
verse is a far better Master than the devil,
One of the two is, by choice, your Master.
{Rom. vi. 16.) So long as you are not for
Christ, you are against Him and for Satan,
Christ demands of his followers loyal and
self-sacrificing service; but he guarantees
* manifold more in this present time, and
in the world to come, life everlasting.”
Satan makes enticiug promises; but, then,
he is the **father of lies,” and the wages
really paid by him is death. (Rom. vi, 23.)

Others have crucially tested worldliness,
Many have been sated with its pleasures;
but none have been fully satished there-
with. Tiberius lurded it over an empire
2,000 by 3,000 miles; but while saturated
with ¢ the delights of his enchanting home
ab Cupree’ penned to Rowman denators
these viords:—*¢ What to wriie you, Con-
script Fathers, or how to write, or whatin
the world not to write at this time, may
all the gods and goddesses destroy me more
than I feel they are destroying me daily,
if 1 know.” Of like import is the experi-
ence of a Hebrew monarch, Whatsoever
his eyes desired he kept not from them;
* and behold all was vanity and vexation
of apirit.”  (Ecc. ii. 1-11.)

Happy are all they who put their trust
n Jehovah; but those whu are minded to
seck satisfaction in the devil's service are

stung, eventually, by the adder that lies
coiled in the sparkling cup of pleasure
proffered by their deceitful master. God
made man for himself, and the heart is,
accordingly, restless till it rests in him,
Such was the experience of Augustine, the
profligate; such his verdict in later and
better days, The whole duty of manis
to ‘“fear God and kesp his command-
ments;"” and by as wmuch as you come
short of filially fearing God ahd loyslly
keeping his commandments, by so mugh
you come short of a perfect munho?ls
You are spiritually lacking; and the
ficit cannot be made up to your satisfaction
by the world.

Be wise aow, therefore, Set yourmind
‘on things abovée. Seek peace and *joy
unspeakable” through faith in Christ as
Master and Mediator, ‘ Love not the
world, neither the things that are in the
world;” but rather love heartily the Lord
Jesus. Love him, and live for him; and
hereafter you shall live with him sinless,
sorrowless, satisfied.

CONSECRATION OF LIFE.

Henry Martyn is an example of conse-
cration, In the solitudes of India he
writes and describes his state and its long-
ings:

*¢ [ sometimes rejoice that I am not
twenty-seven years of age! and that un-
less God should order it otherwise, 1 may
double the number in constant and suc-
cessful labor. If not, God has many,
many more instruments at command; and
1 shall not cease from iy happiness, and
scarely from my work, by departing into
anuvther world, O what shall separate us
fromn the love of Christ! Neither death
nor life, 1 am perswaded. 0O, let me feel
my security, that I may be as it were, al-
ready in heaven; that I may do all my
work as the angels do theirs! and O, let
me be reidy tur every wurk! be ready to
‘leave this delightful sulitude, or remain in
it—to go out, or go in—to stay or depart, .
just as the Lord shall appoint. Lord, let
me have to will of mine own! nor consider
my true happiness as depending in the
smallest degree on any thing that can be-
fall my outward man! but as consisting
altogether in' conformity to God's will.
May 1 have Christ here with me in this
world, not substituting imagination in the
place of faith, but se€ing outward things
as they really are, and thus obtaining a
radical conviction of théir vanity.”
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NO ACT FALLS FRUITLESS.

Scorn not the slightest word or deed,
Nor deem-it void of power;

There's fruit in ench wind wafted seed,
That waits its natal hour. -

A whispered word may touch the heart,
And call it back to life,

A look of love bid sin depart,
And still unholy strife.

No act falls fruitless; none can tell
How vust its power may be,

For what results infolded dwell
Within it silently.

Work on, despair not, bring thy smile, |
Nor care how small it be;

God is with all who serve the right,
The holy, true and free.

" CONVERSIONS THROUGH FAMILY
WORSHIP.

In his Fireside, Mr. Abbott tells us of
a,gay young lady who paid a visitof &,
week in the family of & miuister, an emi- '
nently holy man, His fervent interces-;
sions for his children and the other in-|
mates of his dwelling went to thisthought- -
less heart; they were the Spirit's arrow, .
and upon that family sltar his visitor was
euabled to present herself a living sacrifice
to God. '

It is with the church in the house as.
with the church in the village. The way-.
farer may get a word in passing which he’
never-can forget, The stranger that turns
aside to tarry for a night may hear at your'
famlily worship the word that willsave his
soul,

Sceme, years ago, an Irish wanderer, his:
wife and his sister, asked a aight's.shelter
in the cabin of a pious school master.
With the chaiacteristic hospitality of his
nation, the school-master made them wel-
come 1t was his hour for evening wor-’
ship, and when the strangers wore-seated,
he began by reading slowly and-solemnly -
the second chapter of the Epistle to the
Ephesians, The young anan -sat -aston-
ished. The expressions, ‘‘Dead in tres-
passes and sin,” **Children of wrath,”
‘¢ Walking after the course of :this world,”
were new to him, He sought an -explan-
ation He was told that this is God’s ac-
count of tle state of man by nature. He’
felt that it was exactly his own state. “‘In,
this way 1 have walked Srom my -child-!

1| at the Church in the House.
)| vamts hiave been awakened there.

hooda. In the service of the God of this
world we have come to your house.”

He was on the way to a fair, where he
intended to pass 4 -quantity of counterfeit
money. But God's Word had found him
out. He produced his store of coin, and
begged his to-cast it into the fire; and
asked anxiously if he could not obtain the
Word of God for himself. His request

1 was complied with, and next morning,

with the mew treasure, the party, who had
now no -errand to the fair, returned to
theirown home, But I cannot enumer-
.ate allthe conversions which have occurred
Many ser-
Chil-
dren hrave often heard there truths which,

| when the Spirit brought them to remem-

brance in after days—perhaps in days of

| profligacy, and when far from their fath-

er’s house—have sent home the prodigal,
It is not only of Zion’s solemn assemblies,
but of Jacob's humble dwellings—thelittle

| fireside sanctuaries—** that the Lord shall

count when he writeth up the peaple,
This man was born there.” Inyourhouse
there have been, perhaps, several spirits
born into this word. Have there been
any born again ?—Rev. Dr. Hamilton.

WALDENSIAN MISSION WORK.
According to statistics taken at the be~

‘| ginning of the present year, the Waldeu-

sian _congregations of Italy employed 36
ordaimed pastors, 9 evangelists, T teachers
who-also engaged in preaching, 6-colpor-
teurs, 7 Bible readers and' 50 teachers, a
total-of 120 engaged in missionary work,
for the support of whom the Evangeliza-
tion Committee must secure yearly the
sum of fifty thousand dollars, The mis-
sivnary activity of the Waldensians ex-
tends from Mont Blanc to the southern
-extremity of Sicily, embracing in all 44
organized-congi egations, 38 regular preach-
ing stations, and 126 places assisted from
time to time. The missionaries report an
attendance of 6,440 regular hearers, 41,-
580 occasional hearere, 4,000 communi-
cants, 464 catechumcns, 1,961 pupils in
the elementary schools, 2,434 Sunday
Schaol scholars, 773 evening school schol-
ars. These missiun congregations last
year contributed the noteworthy sum of
70,325 lire to their support. The chief
sources of income for this whole work are
the Protestant’ countries of Central and
Northern Europe.—Christiar «t Work.
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“THE PRAYER OF THE PURSE.”

At a recent Missionary Conference in
New York the voteran modical missionary,
Dr. Chamberluin, of Arcot, India, classi-
fied all prayer for Missions into three
kinds : First, of the lips, about which he
was not very enthusiastic us to its being
a fountain of blegsing ; second, of the heart,
and third, of the prise. The second and
third he made to appear conspicucusly in-
separable by illustrative anecdotes so
pertinent and persuasive as purse-opouers
that I am induced to give them to the
public,

Some years ago two sailors in the port
of npent a 'fmlf-hn]idn,y in a row-boat.
While thus employed a storm arvose, the
Loat half-filled with water and drifted out
to sea in spite of all their efforts to the
contrary. The situation becoming serious,
one said to the other :

*.Jim, can you pray {”

¢ No, I can't, except I eay, ‘ Now I lay
meo down to sleep,’ and somehow that does
not seem to be the right thing to say now.
But, George, can’t you sing a hymn 17

* No, I don't know anything but drink-
ing songs.”

Meanwhile the storm was growing in
violence, and they continued to drift out
tosea. At last, in their desperate strait,
one said : )

“ I have noticed at church that at the
close of the service they pass round the
hat.  Let us do that uow.”

So George emptied his purse into his
hat, and solemnly as @ act of worship

money into the hat and reverently laid the
hat away in the sten of the boat; and
then the two, with fresh courage and in-
creare of nerve force, plied their oars so
successfully as soon toreach shore.  After
Ianding, the sailois went to the residence
of the necavest minister, told him their
s'ory, and left their collection in his hands
to be spent in good works, -

Moral—Pray with the lipsif the lips
speak the language of the heart. If you
cannot frame a form of words, pray in
your heart for the success of Missions.  If
the heart prays, the hand will give money.
The reatity of our prayers will be known
to the Omniscient by our gifts being, not
larger or smaller than those of our neigh-
bors, but invelving self-denial and cheer-
ful willingness of heart.

The Doctor, in continuing to speak of

this blessed union of hearty prayer, spirit
of self-denial and ¢heorful contributions of
a willing heart, gave a narrative of the
action of the native churches of India in o
certain crisis of ission work which should
muke the majority of Christians blush
when thoy think of their own grudging
bestowment of pitiably monn suws npon.
Home and Foreign Missions.

During the American ecivil war the
Doctor visited one of the native churches.
and preached to the congregation. The
home church in America was unable to
send out a missionary recruit much needed
in India. "The Doctor's address deeply
stirred the hearts of the natives, and the
elders of tho church earnestly-advised a
callection on the spot. They were told, -
* If you wish a collection made you must
initinte it yourselves.” Accordingly they
did so. One mau in the congregation gave
two months’ - wages; another slipped
finger-ring off the hand and into the col-
lection dish ; another did the same thing
with a toe-ring—and sv the dishes were
heaped full with the offerings of deep
puverty and a deeper heart of loving self-
denial. As this congregation gave, so
with great zeal and self-denial all the
churches of this foreign presbytery gave, |
and the handsome sum of seventeen hun-
dred rupees was realized, sufiicient to bring
from America to India the new wmissionary
the Home Board felt too poor to send
themselves ! .

Sluggish, self-indulgent church member,
“ oo thou and du likewise.”—dA. B, i in

t P | Philadelphic Presbyteria.
passed the hat to Jim, who cast all his

Take care of your character. Do not be
too much concerned for your reputation.
Keep the character right and the reputa-
tion will give you no trouble. Character
is everything—something that cannot be
hit from God or man, that cannot be
changed as we changs a garment ; bub we:
carry it with us wherever we go, and by
it we are known every day of our life. A
pure, earnest, broad, consistent, symmetri-
cal character— what divine glovy it reflects,.
what blessings it confers on the world !

The Church Missicnary Society of Eng-
land, largely supported by the ¢vangelical
section of the Anglican Church, had an in-.
come during the year just closing of over
31,170,000—the largest income of any
missionery society now in existence.



THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

240

SCATTERING- SEEDS. -

We seatter seed with careless hand,
And dream we ne'er shall see them more:
. But for a thousand years
Their fruit appears,
In weesds that mar the land,
Or healthful stove.

The deeds we do, the words we say, |
Into sgill air they seem to fleet;
We count them ever past;
But they shall last— "
In the dread judgment they
And we shall meet.

—

FIFTY-SIX WANTS OF THE CHIL-
DREN OF GOD

ALL FURNISHED FROM THE FOUNTAIN HEAD.

I want to feed on Jesus’ Waord,

1 want communton with iy Lord,

I want salvation full and free,

I want my Father's fae to see.

1 want to prove ench promise sweet,
want to live at Jesus’ feet.

I want His mercy every day,

I want upholding all the way.

I want to live as Jesus' bride,

1 want His blessed wounds to hide.

1 want to prize His fullness wore,

I want His pevson to adore,

1 want to hear His lovely voice,

I want in Jesus to rejoice.

1 want to joy in Him by faith,

I want to credit all He saith.

I want on Hisdear name to call,

I want to teust Him with my all.

I want to die to alhthings here,

T want on Him to cast my cave.

I want to see His Gospel spread,

I want on Satan’s powver to trzad.

I wart to see the preud made sal,

T want to see poor sinners glad.

1 wani to see the hungry fed,

I want by Jesus to be led.

I want Him as my guide and friend,

I want Him to my journey’s end.

1 want Him as my priest and kiag,

I want His precious love to sing.

I want Him as my rock and tower,

I want Him in each trying hour.

Y want Him as my brother dear,

I want mny Jesus ever near.

I want His eyes, His hands, His heart,

I want with all besides to pavt.

T want Him as my husband kind,

1 want in Him my all to find.

J want Him as my daily bread,

I want Him as my living head.
I want Him as my hiding-place,
1 want Him as my God of grace.
I want Him as wy life of prace,
1 want Him as my righteousness.
1 want His dear atoning blood,
1 want to bathein that dear flood,
I want His spirit’s voice to hear,
I want the love that casts out fear,
+ I want Him in this tearful vale,
I want Him when all hiell assail.
Iwant Him when all flesh gives way,
I want Him as my only stay.
T want His smiles and looks of grace,
I want to see Him face to face.
I want His wisdom strength and love,
1 wish to dwell with Him above. AMEN.

Dr. McGlynn, a New York priest, has
some theories about the holding of land
that the Pope does not approve of, Ho
was forbiddon from Rome to teach these
theories. Holding that the chureh has no
right to interfere with his opinions as a
citizen he refused to besilent. He was
then ordered to Rome to give an account
of himself. He declined, and was excom-
municated. The sympathy of large num-
beis of the Catholics of New York and

America s with him, and no doubt the

agitat.on will be a powerful one among the
many factors that must lessen the blind
vbedience which multitudes in America.
yield to Reme.

One great difliculty with Romanists is
to get them to think.  The whole system.
forbidg it. They are taught to leave.
themselves in the hands of the churceh, to-
simply obey its teachings and allow it to
look after their interests. The very agi-
tation of this subject will let in the light
and help to dispel that darkness which is
the strongest fortress of Romanism,

¢ Of all that X brought with- me from
the home of my childhood into this world,”
says a leading Dbusiness man, -*‘ the most

‘1 valuable possession was the habit of kneel-

ing to ask God’s blessing, night and morn-
ing. It kept alive in me the idea that
there was a power stronger than I—
stronger than money or business or life
itself. That idea saved me.""

The darkest hour in the history of any

‘young man is when he sits down to study-

how to get money without earning it.—
Horace Greeley.
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“QVER-LUGGAGE.”

A short time ago, 1 was waiting at the
Stoke station, when I overheard a violunt
dispute about a gentlemun’s ovor-luggage.
The ownerof the luggage evidently wished
tu defraud the company; and an ofticer
was very properly refusing to allow him
to proceed until the amount was paid. 1
felt plensed with the-manly conduct of the
ofticer, a tall Irishman; and after the noisé
had subsided, 1 entered into the following
conversation with him: I said, **Then 1
suppuse the passenger cannot go on unless
the over-luggage 18 paid in full. How
much isit?” *‘*Seven and sixpence,” was
the reply; ‘‘and it would not be right for
me to take less than the full amount.”
“ Very true,” 1 replied; *‘but if 2 friend
were to pay the full amount, would you
hindor him thent™ ¢ Oh dear no, Sir!
should I not be very glad to see him go
along?” ¢ And the porters all along the
line, do you think they would stop him ¢ ”
“Oh, not at all, Sir; he would be as wel-
ceme to travel on as though he hud paid
every farthing himself.,” ¢ Well, now,”
1 said, ** suppuse you and 1 were about to
take a journey to-day, say from this world
{o the next, what about over-luggage—I
mean our sins; if put on the scale of di-
vine justice, do you really think you would
pass {” ¢ Well, now, Sir,” hesaid, ** that
is what often troubles me when 1 come to
think of dying. 1 goes to church, you
know, Sir, on Sund ys, but still I fearmy
sins would be tov heavy fur me-to pass-on
to heaven.” ¢ Then what have you to-
wards paying the over-laggage¢” ¢ Oh,
Sir, I have nothing at all, tor I am a sin-
ner.” ‘‘Let me then,” 1 said, ‘- tell you
what another has dune. When God
weighed our sins on the scale of divine
g’nstice, such was the weight, that the

sver went higher and higher, until tho
{:rice demanded was the Svn of God. And

lessed it is that I can tell you that God
spared not His own Son; ‘for God so
loved the world, that he gave His only
begotten Son, that whosouver believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlast-
ing life.’” Now just as it would not be
right for you tu let the passenger pass on
until his over-luggage is paid to the full,
neither wonld it be righteous if God were
to allow the sinner to pass on to heaven
until his sins were met to the full.  But,
then, also, just as it is perfectly right for
you to allow the passenger to pass on when

his over-luggage has been paid for by an-
other, how much more is God perfectly
righteous in receiving the sinner, the awful
weight of whose sins has been met by the.
death of Jesus Christ, His own beloved
Son. The amount claimed by divine jus-
tice has been paid to the full. ‘Believe
on the Lord Jesus Chriat, and thou shalt.
be saved.” Yes and then if called upon
to take your journey to-day, you may look
at'the cryss, anil pass on to glpky.” * .

My train moveg on, the man thanked
me for the conversation, and God only
knows whether I shall meet hiin amongst.
the redcemed abuve.

Well, reader, what about your over-
luggage ? Sinmer you are, **Forall have.
sinned and come short of the glory of
God.” If God were to let you feel the
real weight of only one of your sins, it.
would sink you in everlasting despair.
Yet, strange s it may appear, 1 find many
of my fellow-travellers who seem to think
that God is far more indifferent about our-
sins than the railway officer was about the
over-luggage. They know they are sin-
ners, yet with some of them sin is a very
light matter, and yet they expect to get.
into heavensomehow. They thinkif they
begin to reform some day, and do the best-
they can, all will be right at last. Reader,
if this is your state of mind, you are not.
far from the lake of fire,

Sometimes I meet with persons in the.
very oppusite state of mind frum this, I
will tell you of one case. I was coming,
to ‘Letbury station in the omnibus. My
fellow-traveller was a young person who.
appeared distressed in mind. After some
conversation, 1 inquired the state of her
soul. 1 shall never forget her reply.
¢TIt 1s no use; Ihave tried so often to give
up my sins, and the world, aud serve God;
and ! have failed every time. I only keep.
adding to the weight of my sins. 1 have
given up the attempt.” Asshe said these
words, tears rolled down her face. I said,
*I am glad to hear you say so.” She ap-
peared greatly surprised, and wished for-
an explanation. 1 read to her Mark ii.
1.5. 1 told her, the one sick of the palsy’
had TO BE LET DOWN in his entire help-
lessness to the very floor at the feet of’
Jesus, It was then, but not till then, he
heard those precious words of Jesus,
“Soun, thy sins be forgiven thee.” She.
had made this mistake; she had tried to.
clinba little by her best endeavors  There:
must be this letting down; and God had.
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by every failure let her down a little low-
«r; and now as sho was helplessat the feet
of Jesus, I was glad to be able to set forth

a full and eternal salvation through Him.

She said she had never seen it in that way.

Her mother, on seeing us enter the omni-
bus, Fad retired to pray that God would
use that opportunity for the conversion of
her child. “How little did I think that in
a few days she was to return to her moth-
«r’s house to die. I passed through the
same town seven months afterwards. I

found her pale on her dying bed. She had
now found peace through the precious
blood of Christ. The visits of a Christian
had been blessed to her soul. . She is now,
with the Lord,

The cruss of Christ meets both these’
states of mind. Are you careless about
sin? Look at the cross; in it God says it
is impossible for Him tv be indifferent
about sin,

Is your soul burdened with sin? Do
you feel like the person with his over-
luggage, that with your sins you must pass
on to the presence of God? Oh, how
overwhelming is the weight and guilt of
sin—still pressing the soul down, down,
down! Yet, however much we may feel
its weight, itis only at the cross of Jesus
that we can really learn what sin is. The
cross of Chrigt was the scale of divine jus-
tice on which sin was weighed to the ut-
most. God there laid its utmost weight
on Jesus, ‘‘The Lord hath laid on him
<he iniquity of us all.” The thought of it
made Him, even the Son of man, sweat as
it were great drops of blvod. Oh, dwell
on the solemn hour of the cross, when Bis
soul was made an offering for sin! Blessed
Jesus! in that -hour of darkmess, thou
didst endure the full weight, the utmost
curse vf.sia! Pass on. my soul, pass on;
the ransom is fully paid; it is finished.

The price of thy fearful over-luggage is |

paid; fully, divinely paid—paid ta the ut-
most: - Jesus is risen. Thou art justified.
God, who.laid thy sins On Jesus, has justi-
fied thes. Pass on. That sarne Jesus is
coming again shortly to receive thee to
Himself. o ‘
' Reader, nothing ¢~n discharge thylover-
burthened soul but she cross of Christ.
Thy bost works can help thee no more in
this matter than thy greatest sins,
Believer, why doubt? Pass on with
holy confidence. ‘God is divinely and
eternally righteous in justifying theefrom
all sin, and receiving thee to glory. #God

forbid that I should glory, save in the
?‘oss of our Lord Jesus Christ.—Railway
ract. :

HOW TO KILL SIN,

Wouldst thou have much power against
sin and much increase of holiness, let thine
eye be much on Christ; set thine heart on
Him; let it dwell on Him, and be still
with Him. When sin is likely to prevail
in any kind, go.to Him, tell Him of the
insurrection of His enemies, and thy ina-
bility to resist. and desire Him to suppzess
them, and to help thee against them, that
they gnin nothing by their stirring but
sqme pgw.woypd. If thy heart begin to
be takéi with ‘And'moved toward sin, lay

it befor¢ Hini% ‘the heams of His love shall

eat out” the fire of those sinful lusts,
Wouldst thou have thy passions and love
of the world and self-love killed, go sue
for the virtue of His death, and ‘that will
doit. Seek His spirit, the spirit of meek-
ness and humility and divine love. Look
on Him, and He will draw thy heart
heavenward, and unite it to Himself and
muke it like Himself. And is not that
the thing thou desirest ?—Leighton.

SCATTERING SEEDS.

We-scatter seed with careless hand,
And dream we ne'er shall see them more:
But for a thousand years
_ Their fruit appears,
In weeds that mar the land,
Or healthful store.

The deeds we do, the words we say,
Into still air they seem to flest;
We connt tham.avap past;
But they shall last—
In the dresd Jnagimen viey.
And.we shall meet.

The London Missivnary Society hasa
reqnarkable showing in Madagascar. Its
progress hasnot been hindered by the new
political conditions, the presonce of the
French resident-general, nor by tlhe fact
that the Romish Church has returned in
increased force to resume work., Withits
thirty English missionaries, it reports the
astounding number of 828 native ordained
ministexrs; and 4,395 native preachers.with
61,000 chuxch. members.and - 230,000 ad-
herents, - Yet half the population remain
heathen, and have unot been touched by
the gospel.—Sel.
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AN OLD MAN'S ADVICE.

I haven't lived to he seventy years old
without learning some things "twould be use-
ful for young {)eople to realize. You can’t
plant poor seed and have a gond crop come
up. You can’t mix good and bad, and ex-
pect the good to overgrow the bad. Neither
will the good excuse the bad; there’s no get-
tin’ around it any way. I've seen boys go
from good homes and talk that unmanly
nonsense ahout sowin’ wild oats. Yes, and
T've seen them come back again, poor souls,
after the crop was all reaped; and of all the
sin-stained, soul-sick, Lord-forsaken looking
beings on earth, . man that’s chosen to sow
a crop of wild oats, is the most to be pitied
when the harvest comes. It’s true after a
long season of %)lowin’ and harrowin’ and
toarin out of old habits the soil of the human

heart gets purified at last, but-there’s wounds®

and scars and  traces of old sins most apt to
be left; so much better to have kept things
pure and untainteqd. It’s pretty safe for
young folks to trust to the teachin’s and ex-
periences of those who have tested this mat-
ter of sowin’ and reapin’. I sometimes wish
young folks could be old just for a spell, and
then go back to youth; ’twould teach them
so much ‘bout sowing the right kind of seed
to begin with. But there; the sprouts never
wave in full ear for a bit, then go back to
sprouts again, and God's way is best, of
bidin' one’s time in the slow rule of giowth.
But it is beautiful to have the Spring sun-
shine of God’s love in an old heart; so if I
were gifted in speech, and could preach just
one sermon to the young folks, 1'd beg of
them to sow in_youth what they'd want to
reap in age, and T'd tell them over and over
again how blessed it is to have God walk be-
side you when you are growing old.—Chuis-
tiun at Work,

POLITICAL -INFLUENCE OF
OLIC COUNTRIES.
Look at the world asa whole, and you

will see f;.nn' Powers, and only four, which
are showhig'signs-of progress a% the present

CATH-

time—Gernfany, Russin, England and the:

United States. None of these are Roman
Catholic nations. If you add Italy to those
youmust also add that Italy begen to ad-
vauce from the moment she set herself to
destroy the temporal power of the Pope. On
the other hand, if you are to ask for conspic-
uous examples of nations fallen from their
high estate as arbiters of the destinies of
Europe, you at once think of Austria,France
and Spain, and all these Powers, so far as
they have any religious creed at all, are
Roman Catholic.— Professor Lias.

A VAIN PASSION.

A key attached to the wrist of a dead man
has been buried with him at Durham, Me.
The Lewiston Journal says the deceased was
o very determined man, and very penurious.
He died in an advanced age. On his death-
bed he kept his right hand closely clutched.
As he dvew his last breath he tightened his
hold. Kverybody there knew what he held.
It was the key to the chest in which he kept
his gold, As his nerveless hands unclosed,
the key dropped from them and clattered
against the Ledside. As if to hold it even
after his soul had passed away the miser had
tied the key about his wrist by a strong cord,
and he grasped it as long as life remained.
He had wanted to take his gold with him.
They buried him as he was, with the key to

his money-chest dangling -about his wrist,
ne; X g .If‘

and “the'key i§ laid in" his grave to rust.
‘¢ And what became of the gold?” <0, the
heirs have taken care of that just the same!
they split open the chest with an axe, and
divided the gold, and lec the miser keep the
key ubout his wrist.”  There was grim irony
in leaving the key te the hroken chest on the
body; it was & symbol.of the vain passion of
the dead man’s life. The key isnot more
useless to him now than the treaswre would
be if behad it.  (Ezek. vii. 19.)—Ca. Herald

DISAPPEARANCE OF CASTE IN
INDIA.

In his interesting work on Modern Hin-
duism, Mr. Wilkins tells the following
story, to show how European training is
gradually destroying caste prejudices :—
““Un one accasiot, at the Meédical College,
Caleutta, a professor, in illustration of his
lecture un Hygiene, brought sainples of
different kinds of cooked food. There
was beef, roast and hoiled, and ham—all,
of course, vbnoxious te the strict Hindu.
No sooner was the lecture concluded, and
the lecturer's back turned, than the
students rushed from their seats and
boldly ate up the different kinds of food in
the presence of each other—an act that a
generation before would certainly have
been followed by the excommunication o
evgry member of the class.”

¢ Exercise thyself unto godliness.” The
word in the original refers to gymnastics.
Practice in being good. Usc means, arts,
self-denial, labar, be ingenious in seeking
to be godly. It requires practice, train-
ing, exercise. The exhortation was to
Timothy, & minister, from the great
Apostle—Dr. N. ddar.s. ~ .
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MEETING OF THE FGREIGN MISSION
COMMITTEE.

ANOTHER MISSIONARY WANTED.

The ¥. M. Committee, Eastern Division,
met in New Glasgow, July 26th.

Among the items of business was the resig-
nation of Rev. J. K. Wright, of Couva,
Trinidad.  Mr. Wright went to Trinidad
nearly four years since to take the place
vacated by the resignation of the late Rev.
T. Christie. For some time Mvs. Wright's
health has not heen good and her medical
adviser recommended a change of climate.
Mr. Wright has therefore tendered his resig-
nation and the Foreign Mission Committee
wish a successor. They invite correspon-
dence from ministers or licentiates of our
Church with a view of securing a laborer for
that field.

A PURE HEART MAKES PURE
SPEECH.

The true way to make pure and whole-
some our own share in the ceascless tide of
words which is forever flowing around us is
to strive to make pure and wholesome the
heart within. ‘¢ Keep thy neart,” says the
wise man, *“ keep thy heart with all diligence,
for out of it are the issues of life.” If once
our hearts have heen trained to care very
deeply for what is best and purest in life,
for what is beautiful and true in thought,
our heartiest mirth, our freest jest, or hasty
words, will not be those of men and women
who are indifferent, who care nothing for
noble living, nothing for a Christian life,
nothing for a Christian spirit.

‘“ How dismal you look,” said a bucket to
his companion as they were going to the
well.  ““Al!” replied the other, * I was re-
flecting on the usclessness of our being filled,
for let us go away ever so full, we always
come back ecmpty.” “Dear me! How
strange to look at it in that way,” said the
other bucket. ““How I enjoy the thonght
that however empty we come, we always go
away full. Only look at it in that light and
you will be as cheerful as I am.”

When daily life is to do the will of God,
no disappointwent is possible; neither can
failure come in. Step-hy-step following is
the most qnieting, disentangling thing in all
the world,

" Fourteen thousand openly-professed Pro-

testants helong to the sixty Protestant or-
ganizations in Spain, It is just eighteen
years since the first Protestant chapel was
opened in Madrid.

THE WICKED DANCE.

You are welcome to quote me anywhere
and everywhere as regarding the modern
dance—waltz, (erman, or whatever else they
call it—as immorals My stand-poiut is the
Scriptures as understood in the primitive
Christian age. when *‘ renouncing the world’”
meant any thing but conformity to the licen-
tious and heathenish indecorums of that
‘“ excess of riot” which disgraces the Laodi-
cean veligion of these times. “These “shame-
less dances, with play-going and social par-
ties, are all denounced by the spirit of the
New Testament, discouraged by the ex-
ample of saints and martyrs, und everywhere
discountenanced by moralists. Not to the
Puritans belongs the exclusive honor of set-
ting their faces against such things. No-
where has play-going been so written down
as by the pen of Jeremy Collicr, the stout
old High-churchman. I am glad to add that
among some of the most high-toned suciety
people of my acquaintance nothing but
quadrilles are tolerable for their daughters.
One lady of my acquaintance declined to
waltz with the Prince of Wales. I have
sgrong convictions on the subject.—Bishop

oze.

, ——

“To do good and communicate forget
not: for with such sacrifices God is well
pleased.—Heb. xiii. 16.

Count that day lost

Whose low descending sun
Views by thy hand

No worthy action done.

Graciously guide ws and rule in us, so
that we may both know what we ought to.:
do, and be strong to fulfil the same.

No occupation is so holy that the Devil
will not tempt us right in the midst of it,
and no name is so sacred that he will not.
try to use it to cover his vile ends.—2Mrs.
F. T. Morgan.

¢ Manners make the man,” says the-
proverb. ¢ We who are grown up may
well bear in mind that manners” may
likewise make or mar the blessed work
which we have taken up for God.

The world’s threatenings should drive-
us to Ged's promises.

Enter not into the path of the wicked,.
and go not in the way of evil men.
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KIAH'S IDEE.

BY THE AUTHOR OF AUNTY'S PARSON’S
STORY.

When a man wants ‘‘an evenin’ with
his family” and then spends the hull time
behind his newspaper, the fain'ly dvesn’t
get much goud of it; but when a man gits
a figgerin’, it's ten times wuss; and when
Kiah has vne o’ his figgerin’ spells, I allus
feel as ef we was all away from hum! 1
hate tiggers. The biggest jubs 1 ever hed
in schooul was the cipherin’ jobs; an’ they
used to catch me onthe ‘- herrin’ an’a
half” that cust a *‘penny and a half”
every quarter. 1 reckun it the one new
mark o’ grace in me, therefore, that I can
stan’ all Kial's figgerin’, and jist sit down,
when he gits Jdone, an’ let himn go over it
all to me, an’ maintain a right sperrit.

Well he’s jist got through once more.
He’s been at it a week or so; every even-
w’ with that slate an’ pencil, an’ at last
he's done. **I've worked it all out,” says
he, ‘‘this mornin’;” and I said ‘¢ Well
I'mglad. Glad to see you to hum onze
more,” says I. ¢ How’ve you been this
long time,” says I; ‘‘an’ now, ef youil
jist take a little,” says I, ‘we'll git out o’
this deef an’ dumb asylum,” says I, *“an’
we'll try an’ git acquainted once wore.”

I dropped all my work an’ sot right

down, an’he took up his slate, all ciph-.

ered over; an’ says he, speakin’ solemn-
like, ‘* Awmariah,” says he, *‘I've gotvan
idee!”

“Hevyou?” sayg I ‘“Massy on us,”
says I.  ““A’'nt y' afraid it'll hurt you,”
says . An’ he, guod man’ never payin’
no attention to what Ised jist went on,
an’ said “I've got an idee about them
boards! ”

‘“Them boards,” says 1. “Is that
what you've been cipherin’ on?” says I.
““ Why the hull pile on ’em isn’t wo'th ten
dollars, an’ if we can jist git that back
built, I don’t care whether it's pine or
hemlock.”

““ Amariah,” says he, lookin’ awful sol-
emn, *‘Iain’t in no mood for triflin’. I
wasn't talkin’ abeut no pine boards, nor
no hemlock boards; I was talkin’ about
the Boards of the Church.”

I never was so 'shamed in my life. To
think how that good man hed been work-
in’ there for a week, tryin’ to see how
things could be brought round right for
the church, an’ Ia frettin’ over it in my
own mind all the time, an' now that his

mention o’ them boardsshould just set me
thinkin’ of nothin’ but that back kitchen.
¢ Qh, Massy ?” says I, *“I didn’t mean
no triflin’,” says 1. **An’ then I jist set
up an’ give attention, an’ says, ** Well
what is your idee, Kiah. What is your
idee ?”

An’ he gaid  “ Them' Bourds jist worry
me. ’'They're doin’ a gre’t work; but
they du hev sech hard times. It's like
sleddin in March; an’ fust its one on’ ’em
comes to & bare spot in the 10ad, an gits.
stuck, an’ then its another, an’ then itsall

on 'em together; an’ - then the's sech a

hawin’ an’ geein’ an’ a lickin’ up of the
cattle to make ’em draw, it jist makes me
sick. An’ the trouble isn’t that the cattle
duesn’t want to draw; that team is jist the
willinest team on airth; butitaint hitched
up right, an’ them drivers does’nt under-
stand their business.

“I'm jist discouraged Amarizh,” he
continued, “I go to Presbytery, an’ itsall
about the gre’t distress o’ them Boards;
and I go to Synod, and in comes a Secke-
terry or twn, an’ gives it to us because we:
don't give more for them Boards. Aw’
even at our Missionary Prayer Meetin’ the- -
old General never lets us off without wol-
lopin’ us about them Boards. I try to-
control my carnal pater, Amariah, but I
git mad about it. Y'm ashamed to confess.
it, but it puts me out o’ temper; an’ I be-
iieve the’s a good many’s feelin’ jist about
thesame. An’ now if this feelin’ gits to
I;e ;ommon, what’s them Boards goin’ te
du

‘¢ Suthin’s the matter, Amarinh; an’ it
jist makes me think o’ them sorrel colts.
I could drive ’em all day an’ no trouble;
but John could never git the hang on ’em.
It was fust one would jirk, an’ then they'd
both jirk, an' Juhn couldn’t make 'em pull
stiddy an’ turn ’em both together. An’at
last they both got balky, an’ we had tosell
‘em for 'most nothing’. An’ now, inmy
‘pinion, if suthin’ ain’t done, this old
Presbyterian team is goin’ to git balky,
fust you krow; an if it does, what’s goin”
to ’come of them Boards?”

Iiah he aint no grumbler; an’ he is jist
the patientest man since Job, an’ he aint
stingy nuther, ’cept he doesn’t give his
wife quite so much spendin’ mnoney some-
times as he orte, which that howeveris p
cominon infirmity among men, 1 believe.
But when he was younger and was in bus-
iness, he used to be gr.«t on system; an’
to this day if anything isn't quite right he:
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allus says, *“ There's no system about it; "
an’as I didn't justly know what he was
drivin’ at 1-ventured to say, sorto’ hap-
‘hazard, says I, **In my opinion” says I,
““there isn’t no system about it,” says I.

*“ Amariah” says he ‘“ you've jist hit the
mnail onto the head” sayshe. ¢ There
isu’t any system about it. ¢ You couldn’t
’a hit straighter, if you'd studied on it a
week"” says he. Now look here,” says he.
“‘Here's & consart, doin' a business of

nigh onto two million & year; an’ hes its’

works in China an’ in Africa an’ for aught
1 know in the Tongohlands, An' how do
we kerry iton? Why, some Sunday we
jist pass the plates for Furrin Missions,
and then some Sunday fur Hun Missious,
an’ so we go round. If anybody wants to
rive anything, an’ hes any small change in
:his pocket, he gives somethin’, an’ ef he
-doesn’t hev anything, or isn’t at meetin’
‘that day, or ef he doesn’t feel like it, that
-ends the matter. Now whatsort o’ way is
‘that for sustainin’ them Boards ? It seems
to me jist like playin’ shilly shally with
the hull thing. There aint no system,
Amariah,” says he bringin’ down his fist
«onto the table, asef he wanted to pound
isomethin’. ¢ There aint no system.”

Kiah doesn’t git excited often, and to
see him wake up on this subject pretty
near skeert me; an’ yet T wasn’t o’pow’d,
an’ couldn’t help wishin® he could make
that speech, givin' that whaca of his fist
to end with, at General Assembly. But, I
Jist kep’ quiet like, an’ led him along, an’
£aid ““ But, your idee, Kiah; what wasthe
idee you was speakin’ of 7"

“To be sure” says.he. An’ then he
touk up his slate an’ pencil, an’ beginnin’
to look it over he said, ** My idee is to git
all our people doin’ jist a little for them
Boards, to hev ’em do it reglar, every
Sunday, an’ to hev it divided up ‘‘ac-
cordin’ as every one hes need. hets
Scripter, an’ its common sense, an’ 1t'll do
the business.”

*“Now,” says he, ¢“there’s 661,809
Presbyterians in our body, or throwin’
out the 61,809 we'll say jist 600,000. An’
now,” says he, ‘“‘how many is there of
them that couldn’t give one cent a week
the year through for them Boards?” says
e, An’Isaid, ** Well there’d be some,
perhaps. Some of ‘em’s children; an’
some of ’em’s women; an’ some of em's
poor,” says I. “‘Yes,” saysI, *there'd
be some 1 spect thet couldn’t give even a
cent a week.”

¢ Well then,” says he, ‘“let's count out
100,000, as them thets too poor to give
even that. This would leave 500,000 to
work on. An’ now let's divide 'em into
classes an’ see what they can do. Now
here’s class one, we'l call it, who'll give a
cent a week. We'll put in that class 100,-
000. An’ we'll give ench oneon’’ema
vacation of two weelkza year, makin' it
just fifty weeks; so't each o’ them in class
one would give 50 cents a year, which
would make for the hull 100,000, $50,000
a year.”

I began to git tangled a little in this
cipherin’, but he went over it slow an’
careful like, an’ I see it plain as day.
Them 100.000 givin’ a cent a week would
raise £50,000 a year for them Boards.

Then he went on, ¢ Here'’s class two,”
says he, (same number) * that can give a
nickle a week in the same way; an’ thet
would raise §250,000 a year more. Then,”
says he, ‘We'll hev class three, an’ they
must give a dime each a week, an’ thet'll
raise just twice as much, which is §500,-
000 more. An’ then I must down class
four, to give 25 cents a week, which that
will give 81,250,000 more.”

*Go slow, Kiah,” says I. “‘These fig-
gers isn’t no ‘herrin’an’ a half for a penuy
'n a half,” an’ I seem to be wadin’ pretty
deep.” So he went all over it again, the
§50,000, the 8250,000, the £500,000, an’
the 81,250,000; an’ I could see it all
straight, an’ then I said, * Now go on.”

¢ Well,” says he, «* We've got only 100,-
000 people left, an’ as theése is the rich
people, or at least the people who are
pretty comfortable, we'll ax 50,000 of ’em
to give half & dollar a week, which would
make 81,250,000 a year; and the remain-
der to give a dollar a week, which would
give 82,500,000 more.”

“* Now,” says he, “let's foot it up aw’
gee what it amountsto.” Sohe jist putit
down on the slate like a sum in simple ad-
dition, this way:

First class, a cent a week, makes
in a year

Second class a nickle a week,
makes in & year

Third class, ten cents a week,
makes in a year

Fourth class, twenty-five cents a

week, makes in a year 1,250,000
Fifth (half class) fifty cents a

week, makes in a year 1,250,000
Sixth (half class) one dollar a

week, makes in a year 2,500,000

50,000
250,000
500,000
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An' all footed up, gives for

them Boards in a year £5,800,000

“Now,” says he, ‘‘ thot's system; an’
it dvesn’'t make it heavy for nobody. An'
it gives all we want. Why, last year the
hull sum given them Boards was only
§1,956,499, an’ that includes the large
gifts of rich men, an’a good many lega-
cies,” says he. *“ But this plan,” says he,
‘“would give more'n twice as much, an’ no
legacies counted.  Thelegacies could come
in, an’ so could the larze gifts of the rich
people; but this is what we'd do ef we
could all be somehow got pullin’ together.
An’ it does seem so easy. Nobody'd give
more’n §60 a year, an’ a hull 100,000
would only give acenta week. It'sworth
tryin’ for Amariah,  It's worth tryin’ for.”

Well, I confess, it seemed jist so to me.
We're pretty humble people to start a plan
for the hull church; but tiggers is figgers,
an’ business is business, an’ ef this plan is
once tried, I don't believe we should ever
wo back on it. If General Assembly’ll

Ctake it up, an’ the Finance Committee 'll
push it, an’ an’ the churches '11 all go into
it, it go.  An’ things'll begin to git reg’
lar; an’ the treasury’ll be full; an’ there
won't be any more debts. and nobody 1l
be inquirin’ any more whether the Pres-
byterian  Church ‘‘means to give up
Furrin® Missions?”  It'll be done so easy,
too, that we shall find our givin’ a pleas-
ure. an’ as the Lord loves a cheerful giver,
I'm sure we should hev his blessin’. I'm
:fv)ie:\tly interested, therefore, in Kiah’s
Adee.

THE SEVEN-DOLLAR THIEF.

A traveller on his journey meets a rob-
Der in the woads. ‘¢ Give me your money,”
cries the highwayman, * orI'll shoot you.”

It may be,” thinks the traveller, ‘‘the
man is in want; " and he generously gives
him six dollars.  * Take this. God bless
you! Farewell.”

 Stop! stop! ™ cried the robber. I
see another dollar, and I must have that.”

** Oh sir,” cries the traveller, be con-
tent. Of my all ~seven dollars—you have
got six, and I have only ene to help me on
my journey.”

“Give me that seventh dollar,” cries
the robber, drawing his pistol.

What dv you think of the rubber? Is i

PROGRESS IN VICTORIA’S REIGN.

Indications of progress in many direc-
tions during the lengthened period of her
Majesty's reign are being recorded as
apropos of the Jubilee week. Here is a
good specimen:—DMore than fifty islands in
the Pacific have been reolaimed from idol-
atry and superstition. On the island of
Hawaii slone have been recovered 4,500
souls from & savage type of false religion.
Over 90,000 Fijians now gather regularly
for Christian worship, who fifty years ago
feasted on human flesh. Less than fifty
years ago, wmissionaries were persecuted
cruelly, and the Bible was destroyed in the
island of Madagascar. To-day the Queen
of that island and 200,000 of her subjects
are ranged on the side of the Cross. Fifty
years ago there was not a native Christlan
in the Friendly Islands. Now there are
30,000. On the \Western Coast of Africa
there are over 100 organized congregations,
whereas all was heathen darkuess fifty
years ago.  In Sierra Leone 50,000 civil-
ized Africaus worship the God of our
fathers. Two thousand miles of seacoast
have been wrested from the slave trade,
and the Bible and the schoul have been
substituted for the slave pen.  And so the
same good work may be said to be going
on in Persia, Hindustan, Japan and China. -

—Sel.

MAKING CHILDREN HAPPY.

There is no better test in the world to
apply to a household than that of whether
the children in it are truly happy-—happy
in their association with their parents, and
happy with any chauce company under the
roof. The household in which this is not
the case is a melancholy, a fairly tragic
failure. Perhaps the highest achiovement
of civilization, refinement, education and
religion is a home in which an at once
loving® and reverential relation subsists
between children and their fathers and
mothers, children and the familiar and
welcome guests of the house.

The Mission Field, speaking of the
erection of four new chapels in the Angli-
can misson in Madagascar, says:—** In
each case the people have done almost
everything themselves. The cost of erect-
ing these churches would be from thirty
to fifty dollars (a cost commensurate with

not he the meanest thief you could con- , the simplicity and poverty of the people),
ceive of 7 What do you suppuse is his; and the greatest amount of aid given in

name ? Sabbath-breaker.

any case was not over five dollars.”
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NO WEEPING—NO REAPING.
BY REV, T. L. CUYLER.

There are few more inspiring chapters
‘in the Liographies of many of the bravest
:and the best than those which record their
-enrly struggles with poverty and stern ad-
vorsities. Many a great artist mixed his
first colors with tears. Heroic John Todd,
-of Pittsfield, when he footed it to New
Haven to enter college, was compelled to
sleep through a cold night under a bush
by the roadside from sheer lack of money
to pay for his lodgings. If he had lost
heart then the New England pulpit would
have lost the sturdiest” Puritan of theso
modern days. Godly mothers also can
bring their testimonies of the tears, the
prayers, the self-denials and the faithful
‘trainings of sons and daughters whose
after careers have brought honor and joy
d0 the parental heart.” The love-tears
soaked both the soil and the seed, or there
had been no harvest. We' pastors, too,
have our experiences; we have often
known what it was to _go forth weeping,
bearing our load of seed, and to come back

~cinging, laden with the sheaves.  God
niver makes his choicest blessings too
cheap. Let every young minister who
means to reach the highest usefulness lay
his account to one thing; his sweetest
pleasures will be wrought out of his sharp-
cst pains, and hardships will pivneer his
richest harvests.

As this world is only a training-school
for a hetter world, God’s discipline com-
monly runs along these same lines. The
seeding in sorrow brings the reaping in
song. Some of my readers may be now
treading the furrows of aflliction with
moistened eyesand trembling steps. Good
friends, do not let your tears blind your
eyes, either to God’s love or your own
duty. When sorrow is allowed to setéle
in the heart, it often turns the heart into
a stagnant fen of bitler waters, in which
spreut all manner of noxious Wweeds of mur-
muring and selfishness and unbelief. Turn
that sorrow outward into a current of
sympathy with others, and it nay drive
many aswheel of benevolence. Tears are
-often wonderful fertilizers of the soul;
they are the heart-water that grows some
-sweet graces, just as the irrigating brooks
in Nevada turn barren sand into a garden.
Sow on, ye suffering ones; you will be the
better men and women for this severe
schooling. If faith grows, and unselfish

love grows, and patience grows, then sor-
row will end in song, and weeping will
bring the reaping.

JAPAN.

Neither log-book nor sextant can suft'ce
to mark the swift progress of political and
social life in Japan. The reckonings of
yesterday are all at fault, and those of to-
day will be misleading to-morrow. A
month ago we were told by a New York
publisher that he was shipping 50,000
American school-books each for the
schools of Japan, and that the English
language was fast becoming the medium of
study in all the schools of middle grade.
That was followed a few days later by a
letter from Dr. Hepburn, which stated
that the English had become the court
language of the empire, and the language
in which the authoritive record of the laws
is now made. Then came the published
newspaper articles of Mr. Tayama, which
not only advocated a general movement in
female education, but advised the ewn-
pluyment of female missionaries as super-
intendents of the enterprite. And now a
general order is promulgated in the name
of the emperor, calling for the general
adoption of the western styles of female
dress. The order is all the more signifi-
cant from the fact that it is per se a doubt-
ful expedient. Yt marks a questionable
haste to adupt foreign ways. Many Awm-
ericansand Europeans are in doubt wheth-
er the dainty and altogether comfor able
female custume of Japan is not even to be
preferred. It is certainly more becoming
to the race and its environments. — Chaurch
«t Home and Abroad.

Think of Robert Morrison’s waiting
seven years for his first convert in China;
or Adams’ ten years at Port Natal; or the
London Mission Society’s ten in Mada-
gascar, and thirty in Madras Presidency
without any, and fifteen in Tahiti for its
first convert; or the Baptists' twenty-one
years for twenty-one converts among the
Teloogoos, as compared with the gains of
the last ten years, counted by tens of
thousands!

Mr. Wilson, a divinily student, at the
TUnited Synod’s Temperance Breakfast in
Edinburgh stated that ninety-eight out of
one hundred and two studying for the
ninistry of the Church are total abstainers,



264

THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

NOT LOST ON THE AIR.

A very interesting incident occurred in
the early ministerin} life of Mr. Spurgeon,
and which he verified to the person who
made it public. Thirty years ago or mose,
he was invited to preach in the vast Crys-
tal Palace at Sydenham. Would his voice
fill the immense area? Resolving to test
it, he went in the morning to the Palace,
and thinking for a passage of Scripture to
ropeat, this as he reached the stage came
tomind: ‘It is a faithful saying, and
worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus
cam¢ inte the world to save sinmers.”
Pronouncing the words, he felt sure that
he would be heard, and then repeated the
verse in a softer tone. More than a
quarter of a century later Mr. Spurgeon’s
brother, who is also a pastor, was called
to the bedside of a man, an artisan, who
was near his end. -

“* Ave you ready 7" asked the pastor.

0 yes,” answered the dying man with
assurance,

¢*Can you tell me how you obtained the
salvation of your soul 7”

“It is very simple,” said the artisan,
his face radiant with joy. “I am a
plumber by trade. Some years ago I was
working under the dome of the Crystal
palace, and thought myself entirely alone.
1 was without God and without hope. All
at once I heard a voice coming from hea-
ven which said ‘It is a faithful saying,
and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ
Jesus came into thre world to savesinners.’
By the means of these words I was con-
vinced of sin; Jesus Christ appeared to
me as my Saviowr. I accepted Himin my
heart as such at the same moment, and I
have served Him ever since.”

God honors His Word. Suppose Mr.

Spurgeun had used a secular sentence to-

try his voice. What surprises await the
faithful when results are known.—The
IFatchwvord.

News from Russia states that three
Armenian Protestant missionaries residing
in Tiflis have been exiled to Siberia. One
of these, who had many followers and
pupils, and who had translated the English
Bible into two Eastern languages, was ex-
tremely popular and had reached the age
of sixty years. Just before Easter all
three were arrested, imprisoned like crim-
inals, and sent on their way to Siberia.—

Pres.

DECAY OF FAMILY LIFE.

An English journal deplores the ten-
dency of modern life to be drawn from
home by an endless variety of concerts,
lectures, classes, temperance meetingsand
missions, whereby each member of a family
becomes dependent upon external excite-
ment for happiness. They meet only at
hurried ineals, and an evening at home
without an engagement is almost unsup-
portable. Concernir; a similar state of
things in our own country the Christian
Advocate remarks: .

The description of the state of things in
London applies to thousands of families in
this country. Let it be carefully read,
and the happier they will be who do not °
find in it a description of their ways of
living. Wise will those be who, finding it

-a true description, at once lay the ax of

common sense at the root of such a pois-
onous tree. The division of life into sea-
sons for country and city has much to do
with this state of affairs. Churches and
societies feel that they have but little time
in which to work. Nor is this condition
of things confined to cities. The large
towns, and even the rural districts, speed-
ily imitate, as far as they can, and repro-
duce the life of cities. Many a family has
no time for mnorning prayer, the late hours
of the preceding night compelling very
late rising; and the day begins with hur-
ried dressing, hurried breakfast, and then
a rush to business or to school. Do not
be driven into such a way of living by
fashion, by business, by philanthropy, by
thes Sunday-school, or even by the church.
—Sel.

LOOK TOWARD THE LIGHT.

A weary and discouraged woman, after
struggling all day with contrary winds and
tides, came to her home, and flinging her-
self into a chair, said:

** Everything looks dark, dark.”

“ Why don't you turn your face to the
light, aunty dear ?” said a little niece who
was standing near.

The words were a messenger from on
high, and the weary eyes were turned to-
wards Him who is the light and the life of
men, and in whose light alone we see light.

One of the sayings of the old Jewish
rabbi, was * God could not be everywhere,
and ‘therefore He made mothers!”
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HALIFAX LADIES' COLLEGE AND
CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC.;

The Course of Study will comprise
English in all its branches, Mathematics,
Science, Modern Languages, Classics,
Calesthenics, etc., Fine Arts and Music.

There will be- three departments—
Junior, Academic, and Collegiate. Pupils
will be classified according to attainment.

The directors are making every effort to
secure teachers of the highest experience
and culture, Classes will be opened in
September.

Classes of Fine Arts will be formed in
connection with the College and it is hoped
that arrangements will be made for pupils
to avail themselves of the advantages of
the School of Art about to be inaugurated
in Halifax,

The Conservatory has been established
to place a high class training in music in
all its branches within reach of young
women of the Maritime Provinces. It is
practically a separate institution and will
be open not alone to Students of .the Col-
lege, but to all wishing instruction in any
of its departments. Persons outside of
Halifax wishing to enter the Conservatory
may board in the. College at the published
rates.

For admission and further particulars
apply toRev. Robert Laing, Sec., Halifax.

HEAVEN.

I cannot tell what are the forms of its
material beauty and sublimity. I cannot
catalogue the new powers with which the
redeemed and glorified spirits have been
endowed, I cannot describe the engage-
ments in which they are now employed.
But we are within the limits of revelation
when we affirm and rejoice in the blessed
truth that, when at last death shall remove
us from this world, we shall not only be
free from sin, but shall enter a house not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
Let us take the comfort, friends, which
God so lovingly offers us. Let us not fail,
as we anticipate our fulure state, to antici-
pate also the blessedness of our future
home. As we think of those who have
¢one before us, let us not think of them
as merely perfect in holiness, but as re-
joicing also in material surroundings
formed by him who has made all things
beautiful to be the residence of his re-
deemed.—John DeWitt, D, D.

TEMPTED BY DEGREES.

John Newton snys Satan seldom comes
to Christians with great temptations, or
with-a great temptation, or with 2 temp-
tation to commit a great sin.

You bring a green log and a candle 10«
gether, and they are very safe neighborss
but bring a few shavings and set them
alight, and then bring a few small sticks
and let them take fire, and che Jog be in
the midst of them, and you will soon get,
rid of your log. And so it is with little
sins, You will b2 star l12d with the idea
of committing a great sin, and so the devil
brings you a little tewptation, and leaves
you to indulge yourself. ‘‘There is no
harm in this,” ‘‘no great peril in that;®
and so by these little chips we are at first
easily lighted up, and at last the great log
is burned. Watch and pray that ye eates
not into temptation,— Sel,

George McDonald says:—*‘ One thingis
clear to me, that no indulgence of passion
destroys the spiritual nature so much as
respectable selfishness.” To licentious-
ness has generally been assigned the bad
eminence here given to selfishness. Yeb
no one can be blind to the hardening in-
fluence of selfishness in apparently re-
spectable people. These often denounce
the sins of passion and temper with Phar-
isaic vehemeonce, and do not know what
flint i not harder than their natures,
Their very prayers are butsthe cracking
of thick-ribbed ice.

I have been enabled to commit my soul
to him who says: ¢ Him that cometh unty
me I will in no wise cast out,” and who is
‘“able to save to the uttermost.” These
two texts have been as sheet anchors, by
which my soul has-outrode many a storny
when otherwise hope would have failed.
““In no wise” takes in all characters, and.
‘“to the uttermost” goes many a league
beyond all difficulties. I recommend these
anchors, they are sure and steadfast.—
Juhn Newton.

I know not the way I am going,
But well do I know my Guide;
‘With a childlike trust, J give my hand!
To the mighty Friend at my side.
The only thing that I say to Him
As He takes it, is ¢ Hold it fast!
Suffer me'nout to lose my way,
And bring me hume at last!”
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OBEDIENCE,

W. M. F. Round, a very high New York
authority on prisons, intimately aequainted
with the causes which keep them full,
writes:

** Day by day I see criminals, hundreds
of them—thousands of them in the course
of the year. I sec scores of broken-heart-
ed parents wishing rather that their sons
had never buen burn than they had lived
to bear such burdens of shame and dis-
grace. I hear the wailing of disappointed
mothers, and see humiliated fathers erying
like children because of the sing of their
children. I sec mothers growing gray be-
tween the successive visits in which they
come to inquire about the boy in prison.
And secing these dreadful things till my
heart aches and aches, I say to those
mothers and fathers whose boys have not
yet gune astray, to mothers and fathers
whose little famnilies are the care of their

lives, teach your childven osEDIENCE.
want it written large. 1 wish I could
make it bLlaze here in letters of five. I

wish I could write it in imperishable,
glowing letters on the walls of every home
—OBEDIENCE, OBEDIENCE, OBEDIENCE !
Obedience to law—to household law; to
pavental authority; unguestioning, instant,
exact obedionce. Obedience in the funily;
obedience in the school! Wherever, from
the boginning, from the first glimmering
of intelligence in the child, there is ex-
pression of Jaw, let there be taught re-
spect for it and obedience to it. 1t is the
royal road to virtue, to good citizenship;
it 1s the only road.”

PARENTAL EXAMPLE.

The ancient Romans were accustomed
to place the busts of their distinguished
ancestors in the vestibules of their houses,
that they might be continually reminded
of their noble deeds. They supposcd that
a recollection of their illustrious virtues
wonld lead to the imitation of the same
by all the living members of their house-
holds. There is no doubt that the influ-
ence of this practice was most happy upon
the living, awakening in many breasts
high and noble aspirations. In these days
we have no busts of houored ancesters in
the porches of our dwellings; but we have
something more impressive. The charac-
ters of living parents are constantly pre-
sented for the imitation of children,

The Lord loveth a cheerful giver.

TEMPERANCE.

‘““WHY DON'T YOU SAY ‘AMEN?’”

A few years ago, as Charles G. Finney
was holding a series of meetings in the city
of Edinburg, many persons called upon
him for personal conversation and prayer.
One day a gentleman appeared in great
distress of mind. He had listened to Mr.
Finney’s sermon on thé previous evening,
and it had torn away his ¢ refuge of lies ”
Mr. Finney was plain and faithful with
him, pointing out to him the way of life
clearly, and his only hope of salvation.
The weeping man assured him that he was
willing to give up all for Jesus, that he
knew of nothing he would reserve—all for
Jesus. ““Then let us go upon our knees
and te)l God of that,” said Mr. Finney.
So both knelt, and Mr. Finney prayed:
0 Lord, this man declares that heis
prepared to take Thee us his God, and cast:
himself upon Thy care, now and forever.”
The man responded, ** Amen!” Mr. Fin-
ney continued: ‘O Lord, this man vows
that he is ready to give his wife, family,
and all their interests up to Thee.” An-
other hearty * Amen!” from the man.
He went on: * O Lord, he says that he is
also willing to give Thee his business,
{ whatever it may be, and conduct it for
1 Thy glory!” The man was silent—no re-
ysporse.  Mr. Finney was surprised at his
silence, and asked: *“Why don’t you say
“Amen’ to this{” ¢ Because the Lord
will not take my business, sir: I am in
| the spirit trade,” he replied. The traflic
could not withstand such a test as that.
The Lord will not take such a business
under His cave.—The Pucific.

THE THREE COURSES OPEN.

An anxious inquirer, in conversatiom
with an evangelist, said to him:—** What
must I do?” ¢ There are three things,
and one of them you must do,” was the
reply. ‘¢ The first is, you may turn over
| & new leaf perfectly clean—Dbut then what

are you going to do about the past 7 You
{ cannot efface it, and there it will remain
"to condemn you. Second, you may re-
{ main as you are, and then you are surely
+lost. Or, best of all; youcan come to
Chrrist, and the whole thing is finished at
Your past sins are all blotted out
and your future secured. You are safe
for time and for ecternity.” The last
namel course was adopted and the anxious
soul entered into vest.

| once.
1
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