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Just What Every Bible Student
Should Have.

THE TRAVIS
REFERENCE LINE
SYSTEM
ADAPTED TO BIBLE STUDV
Chronology, History, Geqzrnph{—al! on ene plaa-
eotan. Ir i an aitke any otbey Aid 1bas yon Fammen fal

¢o be interested in it. Price within the reach of everyone.
Write for particulars.

J. W. MILLER, Publisher,
Good Agents Wanted. TORONTO.

Comral W
Zopese el llostzge
STRATPORD, ONT.
The Leading Commercial School of Western
Ontario. None better in the Dminion; grad

nently successful. Write for beautiful cau\ogue Stu-
deptsadmittedatany time. W.J, BLLIOTT, Prin

Ontario

Esu\:ﬂuhed 30 years. Most widely at-
tenled in America. 22 years under

. esent Principals, who are authors
Bmlness and publishers of Canada’s Standard

co" e Business Books—‘* The Canadian Ac-
eg countant,” “Jomt Stock Bookkeeping,”

and * Negotiable Instruments.” Affiliated with the In.
stitute of Chartered Accountants. Address,

ROBINSON & JOHNSON, F.C.A., Bellaville, Ont.

v

The
Upper Canada
Tract Soclety

Offers for sale a large and care-
fully selected stock of the best
Religious Literature at lowest
prices. .

e

—

Sunday School Libraries a
Specialty.

Send for Catalogues to

JOHN YOUNG, Depositary,
108 Yoage Street, - - TORONTO.
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Che Home Study Series

SABBATH SCHOOL 1IELPS
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN CANADA

The Teachers Mont d for Teachers .
and Bible Classes (with speefal Depm-
ment); §oc. yearly, § or more to one adi :

The Home Study y for 'rh. :
Boysand Girls ; 20c. yearly, 5 or more to one ad- -
drese, 10c. each.v

The Home Study Leaflet, correspond-
ing to the Quarterly ; §c. yearly. Sent only " In
fives or muluples of five.

Quarterly, Illustrated, ' §
for the Lutlc Ones; 20c. yearly, § or more to one

address, 10c. each. :
Leaflot, lilustrated, cor- -
respondmg to the Quarterly ; Sc. each yenly
Sent only in fives or multiples of five,
The above series will be found well adanted to
the use of the Home Department.
Samples sent free-on applieation.

COLORED ROLLS AND CARDS

Colored Lesson Picture Rolls ; 75¢. per quarter
$2.50 for year,

Colored Lesson Picture Cards; 2fc. per quar-
ter, 10c. for year, Sént only in lots of 5, 10, 1§,
etc., no fives brolen,

Note.—Supplies d at termi of petiod
for which ordered. \ ¢
CATECHISMS

Shonet Catechism, per doz., 20c.; 100,$1.28.,
“ with Proofs, 35¢.; 100, $t 75
Carson’s Primary Catechism, a5¢c. per oug.
$3.00 per hundred.

CLASS AND SCHOOL mm L
Orders received for S.S,Class Register, % C.each,
S.S. Superintendent’s Record, S.S. Secy’s rd.

Y.PS.C.E. Topicsaqob)mn of Study,”

Topic Cards, embracing Catechism and Month-
ly Topics, $1.00 per hundred. :
Booklets, as above, with daily readings, $1.50.
per hundred. |

All Ordors and Remittances to besent to

Rev. R. Douglas Fraser,
EKditor and Bus. Man,, 552 Markham St:, Toronto

THE NEW WEST

Black Rock

A Tale o‘the Selkirks
..BY RALPH CONNOR.

ngs with the mld hfc of the mountains ; vivid in ita
descriptions, and exquisite in literary style.

CANADIAN COPYRIGHT EDITION.
327 Pages. Cloth, extra, $1.00, Pos

The Westminater Co.,
Confederation Life Bualldiag, TORONTO
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OUR PI’ANS

E HOME STUDY SERIES of Les-
son Helps enters, with the present
issue, on its sixth year. It has re.
ceived a hearty welcome from the
Church, and, now that permanent’
ision for its continuance has been made by
General Assembly, hopes to fill even a larger
ce in the Church’s life.

Its aim is simple and single, 10 aid those who
udy God’s Holy Word, whether in the Sab-
th-school o the home,

The different publications of the series are so
ged as to fit into and supplement one
her. THR TEACHERS' MONTHLY is for
chers and Bible-classes, but both teacher and
ible-class scholar may gain much by goirg !
ough the lesson in THE HOME STUDY QUAR-
RLY as well ; whilst the older boys and gitls, for
hom THE QUARTRRLY is specially intended, will
iscover additional matter quite within their
cb in Tur MoONTILY, and parents and older
others and sisters, who bave access to the
her members of the series, will be thereby
elped, when they come to use THE PRIMARY
UARTERLY in instructing the little ones, THEr
LETS contain the same matter on theles-
as the quarterlies, and are issued in the sep-
te form for cheapness and convenience sake.
Our plans are not stereotyped. The present
es are but beginnings. The endeavor will be
touch the needs of teachers and scholars at
point,
Those belonging to the Home Department,
hich is now attracting attention in many locali-
will find, it is believed, all necessary assist-
:in THE HOME SIUDY SERIES.

In the preparation of the Lesson Helps these
three things will be kept constantly in view—
they are vital—the spiritual quickening of
teacher and taught, the discovery of the
precise meaning of God’s word in the Book, and
the appiying of that word to heart and conscience
Life.

n
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must spend considerable time in study.

Reference Bible and ** Companion,

ary,
delphia, Chicago, Torunto and elsewhere, should
be scrupulously avo.ded until he has done his very
best with the books named. How is he to pro-

ceed ?

‘i and Scribes :

THE SUNDAY SCIIOOL TEACHER IN

VARIOUS ASPECTS
By Rev Principal MacVicar, D D., LL.D.
I
THR TrAcHER IN His Stupy

Every conscientious and successful teacher
He can
o more do without this than a minister can
reach fresh and telling sermdns without carefully
reparing them.

He should begin to study the lesson early ; if

possible on the Sunday evening preceding that on
which it is to be taught. He should restrict him*

elf at the outset to the use of the Cambridge
? issued in
893, Cruden’s Concordance, and a Bible Diction-
All other ¢ Helps,” published in Phila-

1. Let him read the lesson repeatedly in as

many versions as he knows—English, French,
Gaelic, Greek, etc.—until he is able from memory
to tell accurately what the lesson is about, and to
give details as to persons, places and-incidents
mentioned. A well-written newspaper article
deserves this much attention.
is due to the Word of God !

How much more

3. Let him now express in clear and simple

sentences the thoughts discovered in the lesson,

regardless, meanwhile, of order, only making
sure that none are omitted and that none are in-

serted that do not legitimately belong to the

passage. Now comes the most serious and essen-
tial business of ‘all—to determine precisely the
main thought, the great ruling thought of the
writer, what is usually called the scope of the
lesson. This is sometimes very apparent. For
example : The inimitable parables recorded in
Luke 15 were delivered by Jesus in answer to
the charge made against Him by the Pharisees
*“ This man receiveth sinners and



eateth with them.” The parables all bear upon
this one point, that of the lost sheep, thelost
mopey, the lost son, and the son that thought
bimself not lost, and should be treated accord-
ingly. Frequently, however, the dominant thought
must be discovered by a compariton of the lesson
with parallel records and a diligent study of the
precedirg and following contexts, No effort
should te considered too arduous to make this
discovery, for, unless the central thought is found
and adhered to, grievous injustice may be done
to the sacred writer and the truth of God. I
bave heatd, for example, three sermons on the
words : *‘ How shall we escape if we neglect so
great malvation?” (lleb. 2: 3), in which the
preachers ingsisted upon the greatness of the sal-

v 34

THE KEV.

PRINCIPAL MACVICAR.
watiop instead of the precise .truth urged by the
writer, vit., the utter impossibility of escape on
oondition of neglect.

3. The arrangement of the matter of instruc.
tion is an essential part of preparation. Here
the main thought must stand as™the title or
theme of the lesson, and the rest must be placed
ia patural or icgical order as supporting it.  For
example, the Saviour *‘spake a parable unto
them to this end, that men ought always to pray,
and not to faint ”’ (Luke 18: 1). Persistent per-
severance in prayer is the great truth here ac-

T 7’ea:ﬁfr in Mis Study
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centuated, and all the incidents and drapery of
the parable must be interpreted as enforcing this
idea. Other lessons or inferences may occur to
the teacher, but these zhould not be allowed ta
withdraw attention from or to obscure the domi-
nant one. . .
Revision of the statement and order of subordi-
nate thoughts, as first noted, will always be
necessary, and in this work the teacher should,
in the first instance, be self-reliant, acting on his
own judgment ; but, having finished, having ex-
hausted his own resources of thought, he may now,

with advantage, consult the best *“ Helps™ at

his command. In doing this he should be care-
ful to safeguard his inalienable right of inde-
pendent thought. Let him not, therefore, lighktly
set aside what has been impressively borne in
upon his own consciousness as the result of
prayerful searching of the Bible. The original
teacher who makes and follows his own lesson
plan, instead of copying one from a Sunday-
school paper, and who tpeaks from the abundance
of his own heart, from the treasures of personal
Christian expenence, is the one who wields
power and moulds character.

4. Practical lessons bearing wisely upon the
spiritual state and conduct of pupils should be
careflully formulated. This implies that his class,
and each member of ¥, is much in the prayerful
thought of the teacher. Week by week this is
the case, andy thereforg he is never aimless or
unexpectant of results. These lessons should be
clear and pointed, tersely expressed in words
which the child can readily understand. They
should rise naturally out of the heart of the sub-
ject taught, and be introduced in the course of
teaching or reserved to the end. They should
never be far-fetched or unduly muliiplied. The’
neglect of this rule is confusing to pupils and apt
to engender the thought that a skil ul interpreter
can make the word of ‘God mean anything he
pleases, )

. Vivid and apt illustrations should be framed
or selected.  The best are those drawn from the
Bible, because they carry with them the instroc-
tiveness and authority of divine truth. Stories
taken from fiction and the daily press should not
be allowed to displace the teaching of the Holy
Spirit. The purpose of illustrations is to make
the truth plain, convincing and miemorable.
When they fail in these respects they are an en-

-
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brance which should never find its way into
class-room.

inally, the matter of instruction Dbeing all
ht out, say about the middle of the week,
it new be so thoroughly mastered, so com-
ely made the mental property of the teacher,
ncurporated in his daily thought and experi-
, that be can recite it from the middle, the
inning, or the end without the aid of notes or
ted legflets. With prayer and earnest reli
on the promised help of the Spirit he is now
y to teach. But to guard against being found
ting when unexpeciedly confronted with ques-
and difficulties proposed by thoughtful
ils he will de well to enrich his mind with re-
e stores of knowledge.

have been assured by teachers, whom I have
y instructed in the method of work in the
y now outlined, that by following it their own
rts and minds have been strengthened and
forted in the knowledge of the Scriptures,
their pupils have shown no disposition to
thdraw from their clasges.

Montreal

-

]
THE GOSPEL OF JOHN

By Rev. D. M. Ramsay, B.D.

he fourth gospel bears direct testimony to
own authorship, It professes to have been
itten by one of those who beheld the glory
the incarnate Word (1 : 14) and, indeed,
the disciple whom Jesus loved. The twenry
t chapter records a conversation hetween Jesus
Peter regarding that disciple, and then in v
it is affiemed that ** this disciple bears witness
these things and wrote these things.” Now it
I not be denied that the beloved disciple was
e of the first three. But Peter is distinguished
m him in this very chapter, while James is ex-
ded by his early death. John alone remains.

The indirect testimony of the gospel agrees
ly with this fairly direct profession. It is usual
the defenders of the Jobannine aughorzhip to
k trom the gospel proof that it was written by
& Jew, (2) a Palestinian, (3) an eye-witness,
an apostle, /5) John.  The contention at pres-
t seemrs to centre about the second and third
nts.  Now his Jewish and Palestinian origin
y be argued from his acquaintance with the

interpretation of Tewich names, his deep sympas
thy with the Old Testament, That he was an
eye-witness is shown by his graphic and accurate
pictures of the historizal situation in that age, a
situation which, after the fall of Jerusalerg, so
completely passed away that it must havergecn
speedily forgotten, !

The most plausible way of escape from the
general belief of the Church is perhaps one of the
current theories of partition whereby the facts or
the discourses are traced to the apostle, while
the composition of the gnspel is assigned to a dis-
ciple of his or the like. The best reply to these
theories may be to exhibit the profound unity of
The last chapter is evidently supple-
mentary and does not come into consideration,
but at the end of ch 20 the purpnse of the author
is clearly stated. ** That ye may believe that
Tecus is the Christ *he Son of Gnd, and that be-
heving ye may have life in His name.” To this
The pro-
logue occupies the first eighteen verses of the
book (1:1-18). It begins with a description of
the Word, s.¢., the Son of God, in Himself and
in His primary relations to the creation ; it pro-
ceeds to Iis rejection by the world, even by His
own people ; it closes with the glorious issues of
reception, ‘“The Word, unbelief, and faith,”
sich appears to Godet to be the plan of the
piece.

The body of the gospel may be said to consist
of five parts. The fiest pait (1: 19 2: 11) de-
scribes Jesus’ introduction to His disciples by the
testimony of John, by His personal contact with
them, by a marvellous sign. Tis disciples, we
are told, believed on Him.

The second part (2: 13-ch. 4 : 4) begins with the
opening of the pablic ministry in Jerusalem, and
shows Him at work in Judea, Samaria and Gali-
lee. No response is made in Jerusalem, but un-
belief is as yet passive.

The great third part (5.12) exhibits Him in
open conflict with the unbelief of men. It opens
with two critical incidents at Jerusalem and in
Galilee (5, 6). In the one case Christ expounds
Iis relation to the Father ; in the other, to aten.
In the capital, unbelief turns to enniity; in the
country, belief in the miracle worker changes to
unbelief in [limself, At the same time, howeyer,
the faith of the disciples is put upon a solid/fgol-

the work.

purpose our author is true thenughout.

pphy of Palestine, the cast of his style, his ing. Then (7-10) at the Feasts of Tabernacles
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and Dedication the controversy reaches its height.
As He reveals Ilithself more _fully, His foes seek
once and again to take Himbut He escapes from
them. The great sign of the raising of Lazarus
brings matters to an issue, The Jewish council,
while owning His signs, finally resolves to put
Him to death, He himself hails the fateful hour
when the Greeks seck to see Ilim, for it is if He
be lifted up that He will draw all men unto Him.

Now He turns to complete His revelation of
Himself to the disciples by an act of great hu-
wility, by His last discourses and by His high-
priestly prayer. This, the fourth part, occupies
chaps. 13-17.

In the 6fth part (18-20) unbelief appears to
triumph, but the victory of faith is complete when
Thomas cries out, My Lord and my God.

It is at once evident that this gospel differs in
no slight degree from the other three, the so-
called synoptists. To a large extent these three
agree in the incidents they relate, while the facts
of John's narrative are very largely different.
Matthew and Luke have much of Christ’s teach-
ing in common, while John takes another line
altogether. llence many critics contend that the
Jesus of the three is not and cannot be the Jesus
of John.

+ Some dispute the facts which John relates.
Certainly it is not easy to construct a satisfactory
harmony of the life of Christ ;- but the narrative
of John bears the more distinct marks of historic
worth. Not only is the four h gospel not de-
pendent on the others, but from it alone can we
(e.g.) reconstruct the external framework of the
ministry of Jesus. It was at Passover that Jesus
inaugurated His public work in Jerusalem,
(3: 13). Atanother feast, perhapsa second pass-
over, e went up again to Jerusglem, and healed
an impotent man (ch. 5). The occurrence of an-
other passover is noted at 6: 4, in connection
with the fe of the five thousand. The Feast
of Tabernacles in ch. 7, and of Dedijcation in
ch. 10, are notable landmarks in His history.
Finally, it is atanother passover (12 : 1) that lle
is crucified. This is the frame into wkich the
events recprded by the three musg also be fitted.
Oihers again attack the discourses. (1) They

with Sanday,that,atter lying for fifty or sixty years
in the apostle’s mind, as it seems certain they
did, they are veproduced with & certain uncos-
scious modification of form. (2) They differ
also in substance. The Christ of the three pro-
claims the kingdom ¥ God, the Christ of John
bears witness of Himself, Thisis largely true,
but it is not the. whole truth; for they also set
Christ at the centre. There also the Son is
Lord ; has power to fergive sins; gives His own
law to His disciples; claims entire devotion to
Himself ; promises to be with Hlis people always;
declares thathe will come again to judge. But
the most styiking likeness to the Johannine ‘teach-
ing is found in Matt. 11 : 27, ‘¢ All things have
been delivered unto me of my Father, and no one
knoweth the Son save Father,” etc. After this
we ought not to be disconcerted even by such
sayings as, ‘* Before Abraham was, I am.” The
disciple who leaned on Jesus’ breast was the
fittest to understand fully the inmost mind of the
Master. Hence it is he who has written ‘“the
gospel of the heart of Jesus.” Let us seek, as
we study it, to come close to the heart of Him
who bled and died for our salvation.

Ottawa

”
THE LB.R. ASSOCIATION

The d‘:{ily readings used in *“TIHHE HOME
STUDY SERIES” are those selected by ‘‘ The
International Bible Reading Association,” and
are inserted by their kind permission. The Asso-
ciation has an entolled membetship of 620,000,
and is represented insixty countries. The card of
‘membership is issued in thirty languages. Members
are supplied with card of membership, monthly
leaflets containing hints on the daily portions, and
quarterly ciicular letters. Branch Secretaries re-
ceive a quarterly magazine containing news of the
work in all parts of the world. The subscription
for members of a Branch of not less than ten is
three cents for the year.

(]

Two or three articles on pressing practical
problems in Sihbath-schonl work have been re-
luctantly held over for want of space,  This is a
five-Sibbath month ; hence room is lacking also

difiet in style from the synoptic discourses,and are | far the concluling lessan in the Primary Depart.

amsimilated to the sayings of the evangelist. Of

this vatious explanations might be suggesied, bat

of the very utmost the admission may be made,
. .

I for the last Sabbath of January,

ment. It will appar in the February number,
which will he inthe hand: nf the teachers in time
Fd
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A WORD FROM THE COMMITTEE

The General Assembly’s Committee on Sab-
bath-school Publications, Rev, Dr. R. . War-
den, Convener, has sent a circular to minis'ers,
missionaries and superintendents, commending
the recently appointed Editor and Manager and
the Lesson Iejps to the good-will of the Church.
The circular concludes with these words, to which
further attention is hereby drawn :

“The Committee, in soliciting, as they do,
your co-operation in extending the circulation of
the publications, would venture to emphasize the
fact that they are our own Lesson Helps, pub-

lished under authmity of the General Assemblv,
and specially prepared for our Canadian ‘Sa%ath |
Schools. They have, therefore, a strong cl;\imlI
on all who desire to see our children, not only

wellinstructed in the Word of God, but brought

up in thorough sympath
the welfare of their ow
Church.”

with what pertaigs to
conntry and their own

feamd

e

OUR CONTRIBUTORS.

Qur list of contributors present and prospective
includes some of the best known Canadian Sab-
bath school workers, and such as Mrs. Wilbur F.
Cralts and Mrs. Woodworth from across the bor-
der.  Excellent assistance bha¢ been given by
several experienced pens in the preparation of
the lesscns in the present issue.  Principal Mac-
Vicar's article on ‘“ The Teacher in Ilis Study”
s the first of aseries. The next will be on ¢‘ The

-:acher in His Class. Principal MacVicar is

imself a veteran teacher, not only of theologica
tudents, but in Bible-class. He may well speak
with authority.
[z

THE TRAVIS REFRRENCE LINE SYSTEM con-
sists of indexes, charts and maps, printed on
separate slips which can be inserted in the Bible,
each in its proper place, Resort is had to every
ingenuity of diagrams and charts, plates and notes,
lines and colors in order that the student may
readily pick out the thread of the Rible narrative
and compare Scripture with Scripture.  The
. Studies are divided into three sections, The Old
Testament, the Life of Christ, the Apostolic 11is.
‘tory, respectively. They may be purchased sepa-

ORDER OF SERVICE : FIRST QUARTER
Opening

I. SiLENCE.

Il RESPONSIVE SENTRNCES.

Surr, In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

ScHooL. The same wasin the beginning with
God.

Supr. All things were made by llim; and
without Him was not anything made that was
made.

Scuoot.,
light of men.

In Him was life and the life was the

IIT. SINGING.
IV. Praver; closing with the Lord’s Prayer
m concert,
V. SINGING.
The Lesaon

I. Stupy 1IN CLASSES.

II. SiNnciING.

ITI. RRCITATION IN CONCRRT of Lesson Title,
Golden Text and Heads of Lesson Plan.

IV. Revirw e Rmx_‘!{wnm\“rr;Nl)EN'r’s DEsK.

V. ANNOUNCEMENTS ;  SKCRETARY'S AND
LIBRARIAN'S DISIKIBUTIONS,

Closing

1. SINGING.

IT. RRSPONSIVE SENTENCES.

Supr. Foi1 God so loved the world that He
gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in [lim should not perish but have ever-
lasting life.

ScHooL. Hereinis love, not that we loved
God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be
the propitiation for our sins.

SupT. For ye have not received the spirit of
bondage again to fear; but ye have received the
spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father,

ScHoor.  The Spirit itself beareth witness with
our spirit, that we are the children of God.

ALL IN CoNncrrt.  For I am persuaded, that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principali.
ties, nor powers, nor things present, nor things
to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other
creature, shall be able to separate us from the
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

11I. Doxovrocv.

rately at 6oc. for each section.

IV BENEDICTION OR CLOSING PraymR.
Lo
PRV

Ew
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BIBLE DICTIONARY FOR FIRST QUAR.
TER, 1899

A’-bra-ffhm. Chosen and alled of God to
aland, a sced, and to be a blessing to all nations.

An'~drew. Sonof Jona, of Bethsaida, Gali-
lee, and brother of Peter.

Beth-sa -lda. A town near the north.
western shore of the Sea of Galilee, in the plain of
Gennesaret, The home of Andrew, Peter, and

.Philip. Distinct from Bethsaida Julius, east of

the Jordan.

Oa'-na. A village five miles northeast of
Nazareth, surrounded by valleys and mountains,
with springs an { gardens. The home of Nathanael,
snd where Christ turned water into wine, and
healed the Capernaum nobleman’s son.

Oa-per-na-um. A town northwest of
the Sea of Galilze in the plain of Gennesaret, on
the great Damascus road, having a custom house,
wilitary station, synagogue, etc Here Jesus
sbode, taught, and did many mighty works.

Oe'-phas. See Simon.

Di-gper-sion. The Jews who became
scattered through persecution and business enter-
prise throughout Asia, Europe, and North Africa.

Qal’'~l-l@e. The northern province of Pales-
tine, containing 240 towns and villages of Jews
and Gentiles. The scene of Christ’s early life
and most of His ministry, and from which His
disciples chiefly came.

QGen't-iles. A word applied to all non-
Jewish peoples.

Is'-ra-el. A prince with God, or prevailing
with God. The new name given to Jacod after
his wrestling with the angel at Pemiel.  Became
the designation of the whole nation ; then of the
ten tribes alter their revolt under Jeroboam.

dJa'-cob. Son of Isaac. Sank manpdwells.
Had twelve sons, who became the heads of the
twelve tribes. Learned to live, not by guile, but
by grace: so received the name of Israel.

Jacob’s Well. On the eastern slope of
Mt, Gerizim, one and 2 half miles east of Shec-
bem, and one mile northeast of Sychar.  Nearly

.on the north is Joséph’s tomb, and here the Sav-

jour rested, and spake to the woman of Sychar.

Jo-ru'-sa-lem. Originally & Jebusite
m'on%hold, became the capital in David’s time.
The Temple was built there by Solomon. Jeru-
salem’ has been destroyed either wholly or partiaily
seventeen times.

John. Son, with James, of Zebedee, a fisher-
man., Pointed by the Baptist to Christ. The
disciple whom Jesus loved. Cared for Mary after
the crucifixion. Succeeded Paul in Asia Minor.
Banithed to Patmos. Wrote the Revelarion,
three Epictles, and the Gospel of John,

John the Baptist. God’sgift to Zacha-
rias and Elisabeth. The diviaely-appointed fore-
ranner of Christ.

Jo'=seph. lusband of the Virgin Mary, and
the icputed tather of Jesus. A lineal descendant
from David. gf'w faith, bumility, tenderness.

died before Jesus bezan his public min-
JoszrR, son of Patriarch Jacob.

Bidle Dictionary for ngycfkr '
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Ju-de’'~a. The province of Palestine south
of Samaria and west of the Jordan. The 1eal
centre of {ewish life all through the history of the
nation. [ts capital was Jerusalem. -

Mo’'ses. Born in Egypt during bondage of
Istachities there, but educated at the court of
Pharoah. Fled to Sinai, but returned at the call
of God, and led Israel out of Egypt, and through
the desert, Received the law for Israel from
God on Sinai. Died on Mt. Nebo.

Na-than'-a-el, samec as Bartholemew.
Native of Cana. Found by Philip and brought to
Jesus. Devout and guileless. Became an earnest
disciple of Chrict. | .

Naz'-a-reth. A town set ina basin in the
south of Galilee, where Jesus lived at home for
thirty years, and wrought asa carpenter. Here
he preached, but did not many mighty works
there because of their unbelief.

Nic-o-de’-mus. A ruler of the Jews, a
teacher of Israel, and a Pharisee, At first came

night to Jesus as an inquirer ; then, as a secret
disciple, defended Him betore the Sanhedrim ;
and at last boldly brought spices to anoint His °
body.

Phar-l-sees. —Separatists. A religious
party in the Jewish Church, careful against cere-
monial uncleanness,’zealous for the outward forms,
andthe oral teachings of the elders. This zeal was
too often associated with sinful and bigoted lives.

Phl'-lip. Native of Bethsaida, Galilee. Call.
ed by Jesus when returning from the Jordan.
Brought Nathanael to Jesus, answering his
prejudice by ‘“ Come and see.”” A man of timid,
inquiring mind?

-ma’-ri'-a. The capital city of Northern
Isracl. Name came by degrees to be applied to
the whole district. .

S8a-ma’r-i-tans. Descendants of foreign-
ersintroduced into Istael after the eile, and of the
remaining Israclites. Baffled in their wish to
share in rebuilding the temple at Jerusalem, they
built a rival temple in Mt, Gerizim, and remain'to
Abis day hostile to the Jews. ‘-
~8i-mon Pe'ster. Son of Jona, and
brother of Andrew. Brought by his brother to
Christ.  The apostle of impulse and hope.  The
first to confess, and the first to deny, his Lord.
Afterwards became a very rock as an apostle.
Wrote two epistles.

Si-lo'-am. A pool at the southemn base of
Ophel, recewving, by a long conduit, water from
the intermittent spring, E:nmgel. in the hill
These waters were thought to cure diseases.

8y'-char. A village at the eastern base ot
Ebal, one mile east from Shechem and facob’s-
well. The home of the Simaritan woman who
received the water of life and brought maay to
know the Lord.

Ti-ber -i-as. InO.T. Chinnereth. InN.T.
Galilee or Tibetas. Called, like the town, after
Tiberias Caesar. It is an oval expansion of t

ordan, about twelve miles long by five wide. At

d many towns on its banks. It was exposed
to sudden storms from the mountains,
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..The Nobleman’s Son Healed.

\
FIRST QUARTER : LESSON CALENDAR

..® _Christ the True Light.
.. Christ’s Furst Disciples.

John 1: 1-14.
John 1 : 35-46.

’s First Miracle. John 2: 111,
. Christ and Nicodemus.

John 3: 1-16.

Jobn 4 : §-15.

John 4: 43-54¢

s Diwvine Authouty.  John 5: 17 27.
Feeding the Five Thousand.  Johu 6: 1-14.
at the Feast. J hny7: 14, 28 37.

Freeing fiom Sin. John §: 12, 31-36.
Healing the Blind Man, Johng: 1411
the Good Shepherd. John 1o: 1-16.

at Jacob’s Well.

REVIEW.,

Y
1. January I.. .. ...........
2. January 8.......... ..
& 3. January 15 ..Christ
" 4 January 22 .
§. January 29 . . Christ
6. February 5. .~ .........
7. February 12.. . .Chast’
8. February 19. . ...Christ
9. February 26 ,.... .. Chunist
10. March 5... . Christ
1. March12 . .. ... .. Christ
12. March 19 ........ .., .. ..Chnist,
13. March 26 .... e e
D Qeuk
J.esson 1.

I.John1: 1-14 Commit to Mewmory vs. 9-12.

1. In the beginning wae the Word, and the Word
was with God, apd the Word was God.

2. The same was ib the begidning witk God.

3. All things were made (1) by bim; ano without
him was not anything made tbat was mnde.

4. Inblm was life; and the life was bhe light of
men.

5. And the light shineth in (2) darkrem; and the
d}rknou (3) comprehended 1t not.

8. There (4) was & man etent from 3od, whose
nsme was John.

7. The same came for (6) 8 witnees to oesar witess
Yi' the light, that al! men trrovgh bim might be

eve.

CHRIST THE TRUE LIGHT

Jan. 1, 1899

8tudy alsoJobnl 34 8- 12-18, 12: 4450

9 (7) That wae the true Light, which lighteth
every man that cometh 1o the world.

10. He waa in the wcrid, and the world was
made (1) by bim, and the world knew him not.

11. He,came unto (8) his own, and his own recelv-
ed him not.

12. But a8 many as received him, to them gave
he (9) power to beccwe (10) the sons of God, even to
thew that believe on his name:

18. Wbhich were (1!) born, not of blood, nor of the
witl of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

4. Ard the Word (12) was made flesh, and
(1) dwelt smong us, (and we beleld bis glery, the
slory as of (14) the only begotten of the Father), full

8. He was not (6) thkt Light,
witnees of (6) that Light.

but v.as sent to bear | of grace and truth.

Revised Verston —(1) Mar;. Througb; (2) The darknees; (3) Apgyrebeudcw Marg. Overcame, (4)

Came; (5) Witgess; (6)

e; (") There was the true light, even the lig

t whick lighteth every man com-

ing into the wofld - Marg. Th s true light which lighteth every man was cowing, (Marg. again, Eve%
(1

man a8 he cometh ) (1) Grerx, His own things ; (9)

Beoame; (13) Greek,

GOLDEN TEXT
“In bim was life; and the
Jife was the light of mén.”—
John 1: 4,
* DAILY RERADINGS.

M.~John 1: 1.14. Christ the true
Light.

T.—John 1: 15-84. John's Wit-
ness. .

W.—Jobn 1596-34. The B8on of
God.

Th.—1John 1. Life and Light.
F.—1 Jobn 5: §18 Life by
Christ.

B.—John8: 1319. Light of the
World.

#.—Jobn 13: 3546 Reoceive the-
Light.

be right,

LESSON PLAN
CnarisT TER TRUE LIGHT,

I. IN HEAVEN, 1 4 (a).

The Eternal Word ; With God
and God; The Creator of all
The fountain of life.

IL IN TBR WORLD. 4(b) 5, 4.

The Light of men; Made flesb;
Dwelling among men; Bhowing
forth the Father.

I1I. PROCLAIMED, 6-8.

By a" God-sent witness; With
purpose of grace; As the Light
of men.

1V. Reyzorap, 10, 1L

By the world; By His own.

V. REcBIVED, 14, 18.

(lv) Children
abernaclied; (14) Marg. An only begotten from a father.

By rome; Through falth; To
sonsbip. Of Ged.

, (11) Marg. Begotten;

TIME
D;?u of Jobn's ministry, A.L.

PLACE

The wilderness
whither mnany reso
Baptist's ministry.

OATECHISM
Q. ¥0. What {s the duty which
God requireth of man f
A. The duty which God requir-
etb of man is obedience to re~
vealed will.
Q. 40. What did God at first
reveal to man for the rule of Ma
bedienoe -

[ ’

A. The rule which God at first
vevealed to man for biz obe _
dienoce, wes the moral Jaw.

LESSON HYMNS _ (Boox of
Praise) 73, (Ps.), 384, &78, 158, 638 ;
[

of Judms,
to the

T he TV raaAines thramnthant the wace sea Shaoe -0 4h s Toloie -4l ot BILI. 1. Blrm § rmnalablan

by whose courtesy they are here teed

4
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* by side with God.

Christ. The

L

True Light {January 1

INTRODUOTORY

Mark begins his Gospel with the ministry of
Anpunciation,

Jesus, Matthew with His birth, Luke with the

oha carries us back to the pre existent life that was *‘in the dbeginning with God.”
g

Itis natural ; for John was thedisciple who was most beloved and loved most, and therefore

had deepest insight.

His Gospel 1s more taken up with the thoughts and words of Jesus than with

His doings, and was written to show His Divinity, and set Him forth as the Divine Life Giver. It

is the gospel of the Son of God.

‘‘ These are written, that ye may belicve that Jesus is the Christ,

the Sdn of God, and that believing ye may have life in his npame.” (Gh. 20: 31.)

EXPOSITION

V. 1, I the beginning.” The words with which
the Book of Genesis also opens; but when the
world began to be, the Word was already in exist-
ence. ‘‘The Word.” Greek ‘' Logos,” which
means a word or utterance of the living voice.
The expression, the ** Word of the Lord,” was
used -by Jewish writers 1n the time of Christasa
synonym for Jebovah, especially for Jehovah as

manifesting Himself 10 men, ‘ God in expres-;

sion.” ‘“THe Word” was also used in some
of the religious phdosophies of John's day.
Jobn under the guidance of the unerring Spirit of

8God bere makes known at first hand the true:

nature of the Word.

t 2he Word was with God.” A separate per-
soaality, ¢ 7he M ord was God,” truly Divine.

‘* Was God.” Nota God. which would have
been abominable to Jewish ears.

V.2 ' Was with God.” Therepetition, as does
also the Greek preposition for “*with,” suggests
more than the mere existence of the Word side
It betokens personal inter-
course, fellowship, communion, mutual love.

V. 3 * Made by Kim.”" John is in no doubt.
The Word is the Crestor. *‘In Greek philoso-
phy the problem was t0 ascertain by whom, of
what and in view of what the world was made"”
(Dods). Jobn supplies the answer, ‘* 4/ things
were made by Him." In the first clause of the
verse we sweep the universe with a telescope,
ud o its utmost bounds, we dlscm‘ret only the
wogk of His bands. In the second clause we
search creation with & microscope, and find no
atom that He bas not formed.

V.4 “In Him was 4fe.,” To the student of
science the orgin and nature of lLife are a pro-
found mystery. The Bible teaches us that, in all
its forms, it comes from God, from Him who
slone ‘‘ bas life in Himself” (ch. §: 26). 4

U The Hfe was the light of men.”

When God?
. spde mea in His own image He infused inte him

such life—life in its highést form and most abun-
dant measure—that man was en)ightened some-
what as God himself is enlightened. ‘“God is
light.,” Where this light exists, what is beautiful,
i true and good is seen and approved and followed.
| Such was the condition of man before the Fall,

V. 5. ““The light shameth in the darknes;,” With
the Fall and sin came darkness.  Man Jost the
 knowledge of God and the love of good. But the
eternal, self-existent light had not perished ; and,
in the darkness, it was still shining. (Heb. 1:1.)
All the various forms of revelation which God
gave the. world under the old dispensation weré
beams from the Word, who is The Light.

‘“And the dorkness apprehended it mot,” rye
did not lay bold of and use the Light. The mass
of mankind still lay without knowledge of Divine
truth and without will to follow it.

V. 6-8. The Evangelist is giving in ucondonsed
but orderly, way the history of Redemption. Inthe
five verses preceding he brings us from the Begin-
ning to the Incarnation, but before he tells us
of the Incarnation, for clearness and com-
pleteness’ sgke,he must speak of the Forerunner,
the God-sent ** wirmess,” the Incarnate Word,

John the Baptist’s ministry had wade a sensa-
tion in Judea. Some, indeed, thought him the
Messiah, They were mistaken. “‘ He was ot
the Light, but came that he might bear witnass of
the Light”

V. 9. There are different renderings of this verse.
That of the R.V. margin is excelient. ** The true
light_which lighteth every mnan was coming into
the world " ; even while John was bearing wit-
ness and some were mistaking him for the Light.
L' Ths true ight.”  Patniarch, psalmist, proph.
{et, had all revealed some portion of truth. Bat
these were *‘broken lighte® They were bat
planets shining with reflected brightness.  Now
152 dawn had come ; the Sun, the true Light,the
Source of all light was rising.
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S Which lighteths ¢v:ry man.” Perhaps, a3
Godet, ** enlightening every man, illuminatiog
bim by the sublime intuition of the good, the
beantiful and the-true.”

V. 10. ¢ And the worli knew Aim mot.” Not
even the intelligent world, the world of men, to
whom light had once been given, recog-
nized their Creator when I1e came.

V.11 “Hisown.” Inthe first clause, the Greek
words ‘“ his own” are neuter plural, literally
“his own things.” The land, the city, the
Atemple, the institutions, the people were all
chosen and appointed by God, God’s own. (Ex.

¥ §; Deut. 7: 6; Matt. 21: 33, etc.)

*“ He was sn " the world ; but to his own he
‘“came’ in a special way.

‘¢ His own.” In the second clause, the words
are masculine plural, *‘ His own people” *‘ se.
cerved him not,” although they }(new who Ile
“was ; as in the parable, Matt. 21: 38.

V. 12. ‘" A:manyas recerved him.” There were
individuals who received Him.

¢ Power,” —(Margin and R.V. “ right.”) The
word signifies right, title or warrant, and this
carrying with it the power.

Note how man’s act and God’s power are con-
joined. They became children of God when they
believed. Their faith was their own, and yet
faith is the gift of God (Egh. 2 : 8) and the new
birth into God's family was the result of God'’s
will and power (v. 13) (cf. Phil. 2: 12, 13).

V.13 *“Notofblood... flesk....man.” Inthe
new birth there is no question of descent as from
Abrabam or of any buman relationship. All is
at 6rst hand from God.

V. 14. The great fact already stat
of the Eternal Word into the world, is
fully declared.

coming
W rnote
(Note the parenthesis in the mid-

-

*‘In tha beginning was the Word” v, 1. How
majestically this Gospel opens! There is no at-
tempt at argument. It is revelation pure and

Itimplc. Argument comes later on.  The words
that He spoke and the things that He did are the
arguments, and they were written down ** that ye
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God&a:lhat believing ye might have life through
bis " (Ch 20! 31.) The opening sen-
tences are the sum of what John learned at the

rd

%*—9
. M L]
dle of the verse, * Full of grace and truth¥.ge-

fers not to *‘the Father” or *‘glory ” bi?(«‘ms,
‘“the Word.” We shall discuss the rest of
verse first, the parenthesis later). .

“ The Word was made flesh.” (R.V. *be-
came flesh ”.) The great doctrine of the Incar.
nation. In ‘‘ becoming ” flesh He did not cease’
to be what I1e was before. ¢ tle was, and con-
tinueth to be, God and man, in two distinct na-
tures and one person.” The word ‘¢ flesh,”
whilst making clear the fact that He possessed a
‘“true body,” must not be taken to exclude the
‘¢ reasonable soul” which was aiso His, It ex-
presses the totality of man.

¢ Dwelt among us.” Literally ‘¢ tabernacled,”
tented, as did Jehovah amongst His people in the
wilderness.

“Full of grace and truth.” The words corre-
spond nearly to the O. T. expressions ‘‘ mercy
and faithfulness.” Iow wonierfullp these are
set forth in Jesus Christ ! The grace, the mercy,
which purposes and p'ans the welfare of man;
the truth, the faithfulness, which brings these
purposes to fulfilment.

‘“ We beheld Ais glory.” This is John's per-
sonal testimony to the truth just set forth {cf. 1
Jobn1:1,2). Let noone doubt that the Word
became flesh : ‘‘ We beheld his glory,” the glory
of His personality and character. There was no
mistake. He was truly nothing else and nothing
less than that Eternal Word, that True Light,
which John and his fellow disciples 100k Him to
be; for His glory was ““as of the only begotten
from the Father.”

“ His glory.”  All the greatness and goodness
which He manifested. God’s glory is the sum of
His aftributes. (See Shorter Catechism, Ques. 4.)

' The only begotten.” See Luke I : 3§.

ILLUSTRATION AND AI'PLICATION

mouth of his Divine Master, and of what the Holy
Spirit, given in full measure on that Master's de-
parture, had farther revealed to him

‘Al things were made by him,” v.3. Read the
words slowly. Let them sink in. Follow Him in
thought in His great creative acts. The Almi, hty
and, if mighty in making, also “'mighty fos v.." -
Thereis a little glimplk given, too, into the
chambers of His beart. He made all things,
therefore they ars pecious to Him. He will not
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forget the work of His own hands, not even the
least thing or the least person,

¢4 God who made the earth,
The air, the sky, the sea,
Who gave the light its birth,
Careth for me.”

—Hymn 509, Book of Praje.

“ In &im was /3fs,”” v, 4. The Christian relig-
lon opens up tbe source of life. It is no mere
philosophy speculating as to the why and where-
fore of things.  Nor is it a set of rules alone for
holy living. It is infinitely more. It is the rev.
elh(on of life, and of how men, dead in 8in, may
be made, alive through God. None other than
this Son of God has ever'dared to say, *‘I am the
gLife of the World,” and no other Gospel is like

His ; ** He that believeth in me, though he were
- dead yet ehall he live: and whosoever liveth

and believeth in me shall never die.” (John 11:

3, 26.)

*4 The life was the light of men,"" v. 4. Such
it was in the bliss of Paradige.  Their Creator's
life fresh imbreathed into them, our first parents
dwelt in the light. Because the life of God was
in them they knew and loved and followed the
good and the true, and walking in the light their
happiness was complete.  They rejoiced in all
the good things which God had made. The light
was shining ; the world was full of light and joy.

In another sense also Christ’s life was ** the
light of men.” While on earth, wherever He
went, He shed about Him the radiance of perfect
candor, of sweet reasonableness, of tender com-
passion, of patience. His Light shone in the
darkness. He expects the same of those who
profess His name. ~ I am the light of the
wotld ® ; ‘“ Ye are the light of the world, . . .
.Let your light 30 shine before men, that they
may see your good works, and glorify your
Father which is in Heaven.” (Matt. §: 14, 16.)

* For ¢ wirmess,” v. 3. A most honorable
service. A service passed over to His disciples,
‘“Ye shall be witnesses unto me’' (Acts 1 : 8).
It falls to us ais0 to 30 confess H:m before men.
It is thus men are to be most certainly won te
the Saviour.

N TRat all men through him wmight bilicve,”
v. .

¢ God loved the world of sinners lost
And ruined by the fali ;
Salvation full, at highest cost,
He offers free to aill.”

—Hymn 129, Book of Praise.

It is a delightful exercise in arithmetic to count
the *‘ whosoevers ” of the Bible.

““He was not that light,” v. 8. It requires
grace to take a second place. John the Baptist,
as we shall read a little fa rther on (v, 1§, 20-37),
possessed that grace, and thereby stands as an
example. There can be but few leaders. How
ludicrous to envy them, or to refupe to serve ex-
cept in the place of honor. Suchia thing should
not once be named among Christ’s followers, for

y position in His service is an honor, and those

o possess only the talent for an interior place
do better.work there than as leaders.

‘Which lighteth every man,” v. 9. A text
which bas bred much controversy. Itiscalled the
** Quaker's text,” because on it ‘“the Quakers
found their doctrine that every man has a day of
visitation, and that to every man God gives suffi-
cient grace.” (Expositor’s Greek Test.) All will,
however, agree that, whilst the world is dark, it
is not all dark. The Eternal Light is still shin-
ing with subdusd but steady radiance. It mayte
discerned by those who have eyes to see, in the
g ess of God, in the rain from heaven, in the
fruitful seasons which fill men’s hearts with food
and gladness. In conscience, too, not utterly
silenced, it makes its existence koown.

‘“ His own received Asm mnat,” v. 11. Think
out the perils of proximity and familiarity and
privilege.

‘ Full of grace and truth,” v, 14. After such
fashion, says John, did the Word *‘ dwell among
us.”  Picture the apostle in his old age looking
back ou thase three years of precions intimacy,
oow s0 long past. He recalls every lineament of
the features ot the Man of Narareth; listens
agaio to his wc!nu of love ; trembles, as that
voice becomes stern in the denunciation of wrong-
doars ; wonders afresh at the miracles of mercy;
tarries ance more in the upper room and in the
Garden and on Golgotha  * Full of grace and
truth,” He was indeed. All who have known
and loved the Saviour of men give like testimony.
Nooe have ever been disappointed ia Him.
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TOrPIOS FOR BRIEF PAPERS

To be assigned the Sabbath previous.

Only one topic should be given to each scholar. Some

times all may be asked to write on the same topic. The papers to be read out in the class.]

1. Prove that Jesus is Divine,
2. John the Baptist as the forerunner of Christ.
3. Why men reject Christ,

BLACKBOARD REVIEW

\

TH

E WO]’ld = = DaRrkNESs aND DEATH
WORD - LIGHT axp LIFE

']
Lzsson 11 CHRIST'S FIRST DISCIPLES Jan. 8, 1899
John1l: 8546 Commit ¢o Memory vs. 85-37 Study aiso oh. 1 :47-51; Matt. ¢: 1896
3. o the next day after John stood, and two | which is, being interpreted, (5) the Christ.
of his disciples; 42 And he brought him to Je'sus (8) And when
8. And lookin nron Je’sus as he walked, he eald, | Je'sus beheld him, be said, Thou art bi'mon the son
Behoild the Lamb of God 1 of (7) Jo'na: thou shalt be called Ce’'phas, which §s
81. And the two disciples heard him speak, and | by interpretation (8) A stone.

they followed Je/sus.
J Then Jeo'sus snmdw:nd saw thém following,

43. The day following Je'sus (9) would go forth into
Gali.lee, and findeth Phil'ip, and saith unto him

and salth @nio them at seek yo? They said | Follow me.
unto him, Rab’bi ¢which is to say, being interpreted, | 4. Now Pbill
? An’'drew and Pe'ter.

(lgalm.) where dwellest thou
He saith unto them, () Come and see. They
ocamme and saw where he dwelt, and ebode with him
that day : for it was abount the tenth hour.
40. One of the two which heard John speak, and | of Jo'
followed him, was An’drew, 8i‘'mon Pe'ter's brother.
4] He (8) first findeth his own brother 8i'mon,
and saith unto him, We have found the (4) Mes-si'as

seph.

good thip
unto him,

p waa of Bethealds, the city ef

5. Pbil'ip findeth Na-than‘s-e],and saith unto him
We bave found him, of whom Moses in the law, and
the propbets, did write, Je'sus of Nar'a-reth, theson

46. And Na-than’s-el said unto him, Can therean
come out of Nag’s-reth ? PhiYip sal
>ome and see.

Revised Vonlo-.—(l}:::g‘, Teacher ; (3) Yo shall see;. (3) Findeth firss ; (€) Messiah ;

m Ls., Anointed; (6)

GOLDEN TEXT \ LESSON PLAN
 Bekold the Lamb of God!”, OCHRisTs qu Discreres: Two
Johnm 11 838 Groups.

‘ I. Tam Firsr TerxR (John,
! Andrew, 8imon).
i

DAILY READINGS 1. Parting from the old Master,

M.—Jobn 1: 3548 | Cbrist's first 86-37.
T.-—Jobn 11 Ml} Disciples. 2 Abidipg with the new Mas-
W.—Msats. ¢: 18633, The second : ter, 3, 8.
ocall. 8. The bringing in of & brother,
! 40, 41

Th.—Lauke % 1898 Trus disaiple-
anlp. l tf‘?wmﬁcm of & leader,

| K uma.)x.s-‘n 'rcuhh(tholh I Tem NxxT Two (Philip,
! Nethanael)
1. Pbilip called by Jesus, 43, ¢4
8. Mathanas! brought by Pkitip,
[ X3

8.-—John 15: 13-21. Friends of
Jesus.

P —Matt 29 9830 Reweard

Ohriss
ooked upon him and said; (7) Joho; (8) Peter; () Was minded to go

TIME
Feb., A.D. 77, directly after the
Temptation in the Wildernesa
PLACK .
Be :
st ihe Tord of the JomEr veasty
opposite Jeriocho
CATECHISM '
Q. 4l. Whers s the moral law
summarily comprehended !

w is sumwmarily
ocomprebended in the ten ocom-
mandments. :

Q. 42 What € the sum of the
ten commandments? R

A. The sum of tbe ten eomA-
mandments is, To love the Loed
our God with all our heart, with
all our sonl, with all our strengtly,
apd with all our mwind . sod ouf
peighbor as ourselves.

LESSON HYMNS (Book
Praies) 43 (Pu), 100, A58, 00, B0

§
-



Christs First Disciples

‘ [ Janvary 8

OONNEOTING LINKS

In the last lesson we learned what the Forerunner had to say about * the true Light,” whose

" Ufe is the light of men, lightening every man coming into the world.
duced, by the Forerunaer, to Him as *‘the Lamb of God.”

disciples,

We witness the winaing of His first

We hear His own first recorded word, spoken to every hungry, thirsty, seeking soul.

The first two disciples of the Man of Nazareth were won by the witness John the Baptist bore

to Him,

Many were looking for the coming of the promised Messiah, and were ready to heil John

himself as the Christ, but he said (v. 15), My Successor is my Superier because he was my Prede-
cessor, I am but a voice (v. 23) to tell you of Him whose sandal-thong I am not worthy to untie.
The One who sent me to baptize said to me, * Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending and
abiding on Hlim,the same is he,” vs. 33, 34. The Spirit was to descend as a dove, and the sign

was 80 unique that there could be no mstake.

The Foreruaner and the Successor had not met be-

fore (v. 31) so that there could be no suspicion of collusion, The Baptist saw, believed, testified,

and “so fulfilled his mission.

1. The First Three Disciples.

Vs. 35,36. *“ The next day,” the day after John’s
first public proclamation, wvs. 29-34. Jobn
was standing with two of his disciples, and look-
ing —gussng smtently—upon Jesus. Contemplat-
ing Him asthe promised and expected Messiah,
_be exclaimed, ‘¢ Behold, the Lamb of God 1"
The day before he had publicly testifed that
Jesms was ‘“ the Son of God,” ‘‘the Lamb of
God that taketh away —deareth—the sin of the
world.” ‘‘The Lamb of God” is the God-
given sacrificial offering, which alone can take
away sin. The awo disciples would think at
once of Isa. §3: 6-7. * There is only one way in
which & lamb can take away sin, and that is by
sacrifice,” (Dods in Expositor's Greek Testa.
ment); and only the Son of God can expiate
the sin of the worid.

V. 37. “ The Baptist does not bid them follow,
but they feel the attraction which so often since
bas been felt.” (Dods.) They followed Jesus.

V. 38. * Jesms turmed.” He always meets more
than half waythose who are coming to Him.
Raddi—literally *'My Greatness "—a title ol
honor for Jewish religious teachers. The writer
oterprets it for Gentile readers, ‘‘ Master ” or
“Teacher,” " Whers dwellest thou?” The
question put probably through shyness, as Dods
sggests. They hesitate, even when .fotlowing,
bat wish to know wher@#He might be found an-
other time. His quick invitation, ** Come and

wee,” terminates their besitation. Blessed termi-
nation |
V.39 “ Tk temth Aour.” The Jewish day,

fooms dawn till dark, or from sunrise till sunset,

' EXPOSITION

was divided into twelve hours, longer or shorter
according to the season of the year. The tenth
hour would be about two hours before dark.

V. 40. *‘ Andrew,” when this Gospel was writ-
ten in the end of the first centuly, would be
better known as the more famous Simon Peter’'s
brother. The one who is not named f John, the
writer of this gospel, who modestly [leaves his
own identity to be inferred. See alsoch. 13:
23-25; 20: 2, 21 ; 20: 24.

V. 41. “First” may mean either that Aadrew’s
first thought was to tell his brother the news ; or,
that both heand John had set-out to find Simon,
and that he had found him first; or, that each
had set out to find ‘‘ his own” brother, and that
Andrew found Simon first. The first seas
seems best.  * Messias” is the Greek form
for the Hebrew word Messiab, which means, in
Greek, Christ,” the Anointed,solemnly set apart,
as were the High Priests and Kings of Israe
by the anointing with oil. The word is inter-
preted for the Gentile remler, as is Rabbi in v} 38.

V. 42. ‘“ Thox art Simon, elc.” Andrew had
probably introduced him when he brought him,
though Jesus would already know his name,
as he knew his character and destiny. ** Thom
shalt be called Cephas,” Peter, rock or stone; as
in French, Pierre, s stone, or proper name, Petes
(see Mat. 16: 17, 18). Names 50 given were ine
tended as indexes to character. Jesus koew
what Simon was, and what hg was to become.
The natunally emotioral, impulsive, unstable
Simon was to become the strong, steadfast, fear-
less Peter, though Jesus himself never seems to
have called him by any other name than Simson.

In this lesson we are intro.’

/
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II. The Next Twe Discliples.

V. 43. Jesus had gone to Judea to be baptized by
Jobn ; He isnow ** minded” (R.V.) to return to
Galilee, * e findeth Philip.” Whether before
setting out or by the way is immaterial. *‘ Fo/
low me,” be My disciple, imitate Me, learn of
Me, take pdrt and lot with Me.

V. 44- This is evidently given as one reason
why Philip was called.
© V. 45. ** Of whom Moses sm the low. .. ...
write” (see Gen 3:15; 22:18; Deut. 18 1%,
18) ; and of whom ¢‘the prophess” did write,
(see Isa. 53, etc., etc.).  “* The son of [useph,”

ILLUSTRATION A

¢ Laoking (gazing intently) spon Josus,” v. 36.
So ndust every one contemplate Jesus who would
direct others to Him, The witness of John was
very simple and brief, ‘‘It was a small seed,
but it has had a mighty growth.”

“ Behold the Lamb of God,” v. 36. Thisis
what might be called the first gospel sermon. It
was short and the congregation was small, but it
was cffective. The whole congregation was con-
verted, . Significantly enough, the sermon struck
straight for the central truth of Christianity, a
crucified Saviour,

The mission of the teacher, as of the minister,
is to point others to the Lamb of God. John the
Baptist was, in this respect, a model, A famous,
preacher has said, ‘‘ Never preach a sermon by
which a soul could not find its wayto Christ,”
The teacher should as cbnsmlly keep the lead-
ing of souls to Christ in view as the pregcher.

““ They foliowed [Jesus,” w. 37. This is what
made them disciples; not simply following Him
in the way, but all that it led to. It may seem
to us it was easy for these two to follow Jesus. It
should be far casier for us. *‘ Blessed are th
that have not seen, and yet have believed.” Why
‘baye you not followed on to know the Lord ? Is
any work more important than working out your
own sslvation ; is any companionship more de-
lightful than “communion with the Christ? If
you reject the Lamb of God, who will bear away
your gin ? ’

“ What seck ye 1" v. 38. * This was the first
breath of the winnowing fan.” Jesus asks them
why they follow, because He wants them to look
into themselves. So much depends op the mo-
tive, the why, Their answer reveals the need of
the question.

as He was then commonly supposed to be, Ifis ™
divinity and supernatural conception were as yet
known to but few. ¢ Of Nasareth,” the place
where Joseph and Mary lived and where Jesus
was brought up, -

V. 46, ‘“ Can any good thing, etc.?” (Cf. ch.’
8: 52,) Nazareth was an out-of-the-way place,
not once referred to in the Old Testament,
nor in Josephus. :

“ Come ana see” is the best answer to such
prejudice. Nathanael had an open mind; be
came and saw for himselt,

ND APPLICATION

“ Where dwellest thou 1" v. 38 * They
cannot all at once put their hearts’ yearnings
and high hLopes into words. They want to know
more of Him and to see their way more clearly
before they commit themselves, before they con-
fess their new-found, half-formed faith.

“ Coms and se¢,” v. 38. A gracious invita.’
tion at once accepted. If the Master was thus
accessible how much more should the servant be?
He wants all His to echo this precious invitation,
The one who comes and sees will almost cet-

‘I tainly abide and follow.

¢ They abode with Aim,” v. 39. As Hishome
was at Nazareth, He was probably the guest of
some Judean friead or relative, or possibly, mak-
ing the best of some cave in the rocks. * The
Son of Man hath not where to lay his head.”
What would curiosity not give for a phono-
graphic record of their talk that evening !

““ He first findeth Ais own brother,” v. 41. The
first disciple becomes immediately a missionary,
One of the surest proofs that we have found the
Christ is our desire to bring others to Him, so
truly is the missionary $pirit the spirit of the true
Christian. .

“ We have found,” v, 41, implies John's faith
as well as Andrew’s. It seems also to imply
that they had been seeking. ‘‘ They that seek
me diligently shall find me,” Prov. 8: 17,
‘“Seek ye the Lord while he may be found,”
Isa. 55: 6.

““ He brosght him to [Jesus,” v. 43. This im- -
plies something more than mere telling. Aodrew
was thoroughgoing, finishing what be began.
He was able to bring Simon because be had come
himself, The teacher who can merely tell his
class adons Jesus bas little power, He must be
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able to sy, ** 1 bave found the Chsist.” He must
plead and persuade and pray, and never despair
till be has brought them all, one by one, to
Josus. Simon was only one, but what a great
thing it was to bring such a one! What teacher
can know when be may bring & future Peter to
Jumas? :

8¢ Thow shalt be called Cephas,” v. 42. Jesus
kpew what Simon-was and what he was to be-
come ; almost the very opposite of what he had
been. Have faith in the transforming power of
the grace and spirit of God. &

s Josms . . | findeth Philip,” v. 43. Aundrew

( findeth Simon, and now Jesus encourages him
and the others by finding Philip. ¢ The servant
s not greater than his ‘master.” Iie does the
work Himself which He wants us to do. Some
souls are found by, a teacher (Jobn), some by a
relative (Andrew), some by a friend (Nathaniel),
some by the Master Himself. No one need wait

* for another to bring him. Jesus says unto all,
“Come unto me all ye that are heavy laden,”
Matt. 11: 38. Whosoever will may come, with-
out waiting to be brought.

s Philip was of Bethsaida,” v. 44, and prob-
ably, therefore, acquainted with Andrew and
Peter. It is most important to win for Christ
a3 many as possible of the same class, or set, or
place. The lies of nature, of kindred, and of
companionship count in the Christian life, in

¥ L4

Church work, Set your scholars to bring thoee
of their own set to Jesus. Jesus finds Philip that
ke may find Natbanael, as Andrew bad found
Simon. ** One lighted torch serves to light an-
other and thus the faith is propagated.” The
closer the tie the stronger the bond of influence ;
and when the life confirms the lips the appeal of
a dear one is well nigh irresistible. ‘

“Can any good come out of Nasareth,” v. 46
Even a guileless man may be prejudiced. There
is nothing that hinders so many from cowming te
Christ as prejudice.

 Come and see,” v. 46, iz s challenge to put
Christ to the proof, and it is & standing invitation
any one may sccept. Acquaintance with Christ
will confirm all his claims.  Usge go all in your
class to ‘“Come and sec.” I they will but
‘¢ come and see * they will surely confess Chrisf
as Nathanael did. Cnme and see what Christ is,
what He has done, what He will do for
you !

Every teacher should ponder the various ways
in which dicciples are won for Christ ; as many
by personal influence and persuasion as by the
ministry of Jobn, and only one of five directly
by Jesus Himself. There are those who seck,
themselves ; those who have to be sought and
brought ; those who are prepared and ready to
ccme, and those who are prejudiced and hence
slow to believe ; but, all are welcome.

TOPICS FOR BRIEF PAPERS

(To be assigned the Sabtath previous.

Only one topic thould be given to each scholar. Some-

all may be asked to wiite on the same topic. The papers to be read out in the class.)
3. What the Dible says about lambs as sacrifices.

3. The cost of following Christ.
3- How we may bring others to Christ.

BLACKBOARD REVIEW

By

WAYS TO CHRIST

ROCLAMATION OF THE WORD—Andrew, John
RIVATE INVITATION—Peter, Nathanael

ERSONAL cALL—Philip
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Christ's First Mirack 1S
Lessca 111, CHRIST'S FIRST MIRACLE Jan. 15, 1899
John$:11L.  Commit 4o memory v. 11,

L And the third day there was a marriage in
Oa‘'ns of Gal-i-les; and the mther of Je'sas was

there:

Ey Ana.br::h Je'sus waa oalled, and his disciples,
to the m 8

8. And 'ho‘m) they wanted wine, the mother of
Je'sus saith unto him, They have no wine.

4. Jeo'sus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to
do with thee? mina hour is not yes come.

5. His mother saith uoto the servants, Whatso-
ever he saith unto you, do it.

& Aud there were set there six waterpots of
stone, after (3) the mauner of the purifying of the
Jews, containing two or three firkins aplece.

7. Jo'sus saith unw them. Fili the waterpots with
water. And they filled them up to site brim.

8. And he ¢daith unto them, Draw out now, and
go.r nnto the (3) governor of the feast. And they
are it.
9. When the ruler of the feast had tasted the
water (4) that was made wine, and knew 8ot whenoe
is was: (but the servants whioch drew the water
knew ;) the governor of ‘the feast called the bride-

Kgroom,

10. And saith unto him, Bvery man (5) at the be-
glaning doth set torth good wine; and when men
have (6) well drank, then thst which is worse : bas
thou hest keps the good wine until now. -

11 This inning of (7) wmiracles 4did Je'sus in
Oa'na of Gal'i-les, and msaifested forth his glory;
and his disgiples belisved on him.

Revised Vorsion,—(1) The wine failed hgf The Jews' maunner of purifying; (3) Governor: Marg. -

Rteward; (1) Now beoome: Marg. That it
treely; (7) His signs.

GOLDEN TEXT

ss And hisdisciples bellev-
od on him.”"—John 2:11.

LESSON:PLAN

Cra1sTs FIRST MIRACLE.

become; (5) Betteth on first the good wine; () Dru:

TIME

Feb,, A.D. 27,

PLACE

Cana of QGalileo—likely the

DAILY READINGS

M.—John %2: 1-1L. Christ's first
miracle.

T.—Mark 7: 1-9. Customs of
purifving.

W.—Luke 7: 16 28. Mirwoles proofs
of suthority.

Th.—Jobn 10: 3i-42. Evidence of
Divinity.

F.—Luke 34:13 18,

Good oom-

25-82 pavy.

8.—~Rev. 3: 1422 A visitor.
$§.—John 16:85-83. Do ye now

believe ?

1. THE MARBIAGE FEaST, |, Q.

The Marriage; The Guests.

II. TEE WATER INTO WINE, 3-8,
The ser-

His mothet's part;

vants’ part; His own part.

III. TER GOVERNOR'S TEETI-

MONY, 9, 10.

IV. Tun Farre or THB Dis-

CIPLES, 11.

mnderns Kefr Keuns, five miles
north-east of Nuagsreth, on the
road to Bea of Galilee.
CATECHISM !
" Q. & What s the 'ace o
the ten comm.indments

A. The preface to the ten com-
mendmeuts {s in these words, I
he Lord thy God, which

land of Egypt, out of the
of bondage.

LESSON HYMNS-(Book of
{’Trsuu) 542, 08 (Ps.), 188, 176, 111,

) CONNECTING LINKS .
The finding of Simon by his brother Andrew and his coming to Jesus were upon the d

The next ‘day,(v. 43) Jesus departs to Galitee, taking vit
Simon, Andrew and John. Philip and Nathandel are added by the way. On the third day

of in v. 35. This was in Judea.

e

=y spok :
é’e\’ leav-

ing Judea He attends the marriage feast at Cana of Galilee with His disciples, and turns the water
into wine. This Cana is most likely the Kefc Kenna of to-day, five miles north east of Nazareth,

and some eighty or ninety miles from Bethabara, where John had been baptizirg.
The surroundings of the miracle were extremely common-place.

village.

It was a petty
The story itsell breathes

the very atmosphere of affection and kindness, and reveals the tender interest of our gracious Lord ¢

frow heaven in the humble ioys of bumble folk.

EXPOSITION . r

I The Marriage Feast. 1,8,

V. 1. ¢ The third day.” After Jesus and His
disciples had left Judea, v. 43.

‘“ A marriage.” * A great occasion in the East,
as where is it not? As sunset drew near, the
bridegroom, clad in fine vestments, supported by
his friend (lohn 3:29) and accompanied by =
bost of others, went to the home of his betrothed.
She, arrayed in her best, veiled and surrounded
by the village maidens, met bim at its threshold.

|
o

Then by torchlight and with happy clamour of
music and shouting, the gay company returned to
the bridegroom’s home (Matt, 25 :7, 10), there
to spend the hours in feast and 3ong. To ¢he
more thoughtful Jews *‘ marriage conveyed much
higher thoughts than those of festivity and merri-
ment. The pious fasted before it, jconfessing
their sins. It was regarded almost as a Sacse-
ment. Eatrance into the married state was
thought to &asry the forgivemess of sins. It al
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most seems as if the relationship of husband and
bride between Jchevah and His people had al-
ways been standing out in the background ”
(Bdersheim ; compare also ch. 3:29; Matt.
91155 23:1-4; Rev.19: 7, etc.).

‘“Cana.” See Connecting Links and Diction-
sty. The home of Nathanael, ch. 21:2. * Tk«
motAer of Jesus was there,” and evidently (vs. 3,
§) on terms of intimacy in the household. Weare
pot to forget that it was in the home of the writer
of this Gospel that Mary dwelt after the crucifix-
jon (ch. 19 :27). How often théy would _talk
over those marvellous three years ; and of this, as
the first of the miracles, perhaps most {requently
of ail. . .

V. 3. “ Jesus also was didden,” and went.
“Few, if any, incidents in the life of Jesus give
usan equal impression of the width of His nature
abd its imperturbable serenity. He was at this
jancture fresh from the most disturbing personel
conflict. (The forty days in the wilderness) His
work awaited Him, a work full of intense strife,
baaard, and pain ; yetin a mind occupied with
these things the marriage joy of a country couple
finds 8 place.” (Dods in Expositor's Grk. Test.).

II. Water into Wime. 3-8,

V. 3. Whenthe wine failed.” Perhaps be-
cause of this very addition of Jesus and His dis-
ciples to the company. They were poor people,
snd the provision was limited. It was no un-
common thing, however, for the marriage festival
to last & week. (Judges 14: 12.) Such a failure
would be an extreme humiliation to the bride and
"bridegroom, and a lasting soci-1 disgrace.

Wine was the common drink of that country
snd time, as it is still. Only by marvellous per-
versity can this miracle be adduced in favor of
our drinking customs. Total abstinence, both
for our uwn sakes and the sake of others, is an
emjnently Scriptural principle.

“ The mother of Jesus saith.” Had she not
some inkling of His Messianic power? She
ocould never forget the Angel’s message before

- His birh (Luke 1: 35). The memory of thdse
strange days was with her, and the thrill of i<
answer in the temple, *‘ My Father’s business 1
(Luke 2: 49). Perhaps Hlis new-found disciples
bad whispered to her what had happened at His
baptism (Matt. 3: 16, 17), and what John the
Baptist had said of Him (cb: 1 : 329, 36). It was
& 80re slnait now, and He was no ordinary man.

V. 4. * Woman.” No disrespect. There is
even endearment in the term (cf. 19: 26; 20:
135 Luke 13: 12); butit camries a note of dis-
tance, too. : )

“ What Aave I to do with thee?” ‘¢ The true

parallel to this passage,” says Trench in his
“Notes on the Miracles,” **and that throwing
most light on it, is Matt. 12 : 46-50.” This was
the hour of His leave-taking of home and friends,
as He set His face to His great life work.

 Mine hour ss not yet cotne.”” The hour for
bringing relief to these friends in distress? or the -
hour for miracle working? Both. It was not
yet come, but, as we shall see, was very close at
hand.

V. §. * Whatsocver He saith. .. .dodt." Mary
was not unhopeful, even if checked in her ardor.
With deeper than a mother's instinct, ** she read
a Ves latent in his apparent No.”

V. 6. *‘ Six waterpots,” great vessels such as
may be seen in use in the same locality to-day.
 Purifying of the Jews,” for washing hands and
vessels as a religious act (see Mark 7: 2-4), the
family on festal occasions producing or borrowing
the largest and handsomest stone vessels that
could be procured. ** Two or thice firkins,” i.c.,
quarter-bariels, Each vessel held from 170 253%
gallons. b

V. 7. *“Up to the brim,” Possibly treating the
matter asa buge joke. But God has His own way
of turning even men’s merriment to account.  The
vessels bnmming with water before the eyes of
the company would silence any suspicion of delu-
sion or collusion when the wine should be drawn

out. :
/

/
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V. 8. * The Gorvesnor.” Literally, the one
who had charge of the triclinium or triple couch
set round a dining table, * Apparently here the
chairman, elected Ly theé guests from among the
company; sometimes by lot.” (Dods.)

IIL The Govermnor's Testimony, 9,10.

V.9. * Knew no.” John had his eye on the
main purpose of his gospel ; see ch. 20: 9. He
will make it clear to the reader that this was in
very trutha miracle. ‘‘ There was the wine. It
was no mesmevic trick.”

V. 10. The common custom was to serve out
the best wine first.

IV. The¥alth of the Disoiples.

V. 11. “ This beginning of miracles.” Tradition
tells of miracles wrought in His boyhood at Nazar-
eth, but the Scripture testifies that this was the
first.  The miracles all belonged to Hir public
ministry and were a part ofit. Four words are
used to designate them, ¢‘wqrks” (John §:

36; 7: 31, etc.), *‘ mighty works” (Mat. 11:
20; Mark 6: 14, etc.), ‘‘signs” (as here),
tokens and indications of the presence #d work.
ing of God ; and *‘ wonders” (Mat. 34 24, etc.)
This latter name is always used in connection with
one of the others, never alone. A miracle is not
simply a deed wrought to make men stare, but
(putting the various terms together) a wonderful
work of power wrought as a sign of the divine
presence and grace.

 Mansfested forth his glory,” as King in \
physical nature and using Ilis kingly power to
save men from shame and to give them joy,

'« His disciples belteved on him.” ** Testimony,
(ch. 1: 36) directs those who were ready
to welcome Christ to Him. Personal inter-
course converts followers into disciples (2: 2).
A mayfes!ation of power, as a sign of divine
grace, gonverts discipleship into personal faith®
(Westcott). ’ )

ILLUSTRATION AND APPLICATION

s8¢ Jesus was called . . . to the marriage,” v. 2.
““ By His presence there He struck the key-note
to the whole tenor of. His future ministry.” He
was no ascetic, such as John the Baptist, living
apart from the haunts and ways of men. He
was to be one with them in their toil, their sor-
tows, and their joys. He came ‘¢ eating and
drinking.” It is Ilis example, and not that of
the man of the ‘‘leathern girdle” and the
‘“locusts and wild honey,” that it is best to fol-
low. The latter had a high view of life, but
Jesus the highest. It is a nobler character that
is formed in the world than in a cloister. Be-
sides, is it not cowardly to refuse to take one’s
share of the common burdens of humanity ? It is
only by Christ’s followers mingling freely with
men, ix the wotld, but not of it, that the world
can be made Christ-like. Chiistians are the
leaven and ‘‘the measures of meal are not to
be changed by religiously keeping the %eaven
from coming in contact with them, but by hiding
the leaven in them, We are to cleanse the world
by our contact with it, not only in its business,
but at its feasts. Only remember that to do that
We must maintain our CHristiam character there,
for by that alone can we influence for good those
whom we shall meet ” (W. M, Taylor).

** When the wins fasled,” v. 3. When the
fulness and joy of life fail, whither shall we go?

Oh, there are such days, barren stretches of dusty
highway, when nothing earthly satisfies, and
heaven seems far away. _Fortunate 1s it if, at
such a time, we know to turn, like the mother of
Jesus, to the blessed Man of Narzareth, We
shall find, even as she found, that our emptiness
shall be turned to overflowing richness. These
are the words of one whose soul has been so
filled :

‘“ I thank Thee more that all our joy
Is touched with pain,

That shadows fall on brightest hours,
That thorns remain,—

So that earth’s bliss may be our guide,
And not our chain.

1 thank Tkee, Lord, that here our souls,
Though amply blest,
Can never find, although they seek,
A perfect rest,— ¢
Nor ever shall, until they lean
On Jesus’ breast,
—Hymn 195, Book of Praise.

‘" Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it,” v. 8,
The shorter and simpler a rule is, the better, if
only it fully meets the case, Can anything be
more admirable than this? - * Whatsoever He
saith,” —the living Word, tlimself,at once the em-
bodiment of God’s mind and the perfect example
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of obedience. What He says is an unerring
finger-post to the path of duty ; yes, and of true
bappiness. The whole law of life is 1lis com-
mandment.

¢ Fsll the waterpots with water,” v. 7, Notice
two things here. (1) The economy of miracle.
Everything that others could do Jesus had them
do, teserving for Himself only the silent, awful
mystery ol the actual transformation of the sim-
ple water into the rich wine; (2) the varied part
which each bore in the great work : the mother
initiating, the servants filling the waterpots and
drawing out the wine and bearing to the gover-
nor of the feast, the govesnor giving his testi-
mony to the wine and therefore to the genume-
ness of the miracle.

It has never been otherwise in the Lord’s ser-
vice. Only when we have done all that we canand
ought to do, can we expect Him to do llis part.

8 The water that was made wine,” v. 9. Itis
the glory of Jesus Churist o change by His grace
(ch. 3: §; 1Cor. 15: 10} the sinner into the
saiot, sons of men into sons of God (ch, 1: 12).
As, simply by His presence and power, one natu-
ral element becomes another aliogether difierent
and, in the eyes of these guests, superior, so does
He deal with the human character. Simon be-
onigs Peter.  John, the passiunate, revengeful
{Luke 9:54; Mk. 3:17), overamnbitious (Mk.

TOPICS FOR

(To be assigned the Sabbath previous. Only one topic should be given to a scholar.

times all may be asked to write oa-the same topic
1. Describe an Oriental marriage.
2. How Jesus blesses our common life.
3. **To every one his work,” (Mark 13

10: 37), the apostle whose constant theme was
love. [Ruskin, Afoderm Paimters, describes the
slime from dirty footpath of manufacturing town.
It is made up of clay, mixed with soot, & little
sand, and water. These four elements may be
separated l[rom one another. The clay following
its own instinct bccomes » sapphire, the sand, an
opal, the soot, a diamond, the water, a dewdrop
or a crystalline star of snow. Thus God rans-
forms the slime of the streets into pure and sh.n-
ing jewels fit for His home in heaven.]

¢ Thou hast kept the good wine until mow,” v.10,
In life, as Christ bestows it, the first things are
good, but the last, better. Spiritual enjoyment
never satiates. A true friendship, a gBod book,
a solemn harmony, fellowship with the Lord
Jesus Himselt, never pall upon the taste.

* His disciples believed on him,” v. 11. We are
apt to sec only what we are looking for, The
governor and the guests 1o the whirl of the feast
saw nothing but ,a fresh supply of wine. The
disciples, with minds on the alert from whit they
bad already learned of Jesus, and with hearts
drawn out more and more to Him, saw His glory
n the miracle and were led to deeper faith.
What a lesson for teacher and scholar as they
come week by week to the study of the Word of
God and of Him whom that Word makes
known !

BRIEF PAPERS
Some-

The papers to be read out in the class.)

:34).

BLACKBOARD RRERVIEW

THIS FIRST MIRACLE

DISPLAYS THE

POWER

OF CHRIST

GLORY
GRACE
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Lxsson IY. CHRIST AND NICODEMUS Jan. 12, 1899
‘John $: 116  Cor=mit to Memory vs. 3687. fStudy also vs. 121, and compare $ Cor. &: 17-8l.

L There was a man of the Pha'risees named Nioo-
de'mus, s ruler of the J: ws:

£. The same came to Je.us by night, and said anto
him, Rab/bi, we know that thou art a tercher come
from God ; for no man ocan do theae (1) miracles
that thou doest, except God be with Lim.

3 Jesus answered and ssid unto bim, Verilv.
verily, 1 say unto thee, Except & marz be born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.

4. Nicode’mus saith unto him, How can s mau be
born when he is 0ld ? can he enter the second time
into bismother’s womb, and be born ?

6. Jesus answered, Vurlly, verily, I say unto thee,
BExoep* & man be born of water and sa; of the Bpiris,
he o\yot enter into the kingdom of Ged.

8. T¥ at which is born of ihe flesh is flesh; and
that whioh is born of the Bpirit is spirit.

7. Marvel not ¢hat I said unto thee, Yo must be

n,

[Y (g) The wind bloweth where {4 listeth, and thou
hearest (5) the sound thereof, but canst not tell
whenoe it onmeth and whither it goeth ; so is ever)
one that is born of the Byirit.

Revised Version.—(1) 8f
Bpirit breatheth ; (b) Voice ; (6) The teacher of
lieveth in him may bave ; (11) On; (12) Eternal.

GOLDEN TEXT
“ For God so loved the
world, that he gave his on'y
begotten Som, that whoso-
ever belleveth in him shuuld
'noti po:ll';h." b:; thll:.avo loévor-
asting life. ° : . by night.

DAILY READINGS

M.—John 8: 113) Cbrist and
T.—John 8: 14 2i f Nicodemus.
W.—3 Cor. 6: 148{. A new

(@) | y«_receive not our witness.

s; (2) Anew; x...r 311» from above ; (3) “Of" omitted; (¢) Marg.

any ancient suthorities omit * which is in heaven "; (
LESSON PLAN

OBRIST ARD N1OODEMUS.

L AX EApN®sT TRUTH-SEEKER,

'Pharisee and Ruler: To Jesus

I‘I. A PuzzLING DECLARATION,

A second birth imperative.
6‘:’11. THBE RIDDLR REBOLVED,

8. Nicode'mus answered and sald unto Him, Bow
oan theee things be ?

10. Jesus suawered and said unto bim, Ars thou(8y
& master of la‘ra-el, and (7) kuowest nos theas -

thinge ?
onto thee, We speak thas

1L Verily, veril
we do know, wdé tesiify that we bave seen ; and

Iss

18. 111 have told you earthly things, and ye be-
lieve not, bow thl yo bolio'vo. it T'toll y’on of
Leavenly things ?

18. And no nian bath ascended up to heaven, bus
he that camwe down from heaven, even the Son of
P Ged s Mo ses Hieed up th tn

nd a8 Mo'ses '} o serpent the
wilderness, even oo muss the gon of mf:n de lifted

up!
15. That whosoever' belisveth (10) in hha ghould
not penish, but bave eternal life. o0
16. For God 80 loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten son, thst whososver believeth (11) in
lbl]tm should not peri:h, but bave (l12) everlssting
e.

iv) Understapaest ; (8) Bear wituess of

A the
0) May in him have eternal life ; Be.

; (9
ot larg.
TIME

At Passover, April, A.D.
PLACE

Jerusalem, the Holy City.
OATECHISM

Q. 4. What doth thepreface to
the ten commandments a'a{h us?

A. The prefsce to the ten com-
mandwments tescheth us, That be-

"

creature.

Th.—1 Peter 1 : 15625. Born
a n

F.—Nn:n. €1: ¢9. The brasen

Of water and of the Bpirit:
Unseen, but real.

IV. A Bragz or LicmT, 9-16.

cause God is the Lord, and our
God, and Redeemer, the refore we
sre bound to keep all his oom.

mandments.
LESSON g“%nxs 10 (Ps.): 1983

£9; 148;
S s~
%’ the sh

From the wedding feast at Cana of Galilee Jesus went down to Capernaum, on of
the Sea of Galilee, with ““ bis mother and his bretbren and his disciples,” (2: 13), and thence, soon
after, to Jerusalem, where Hisreal ministry was to begin. This section of the gospel extends to
the end of chapter 4 and gives an account of the first great series of His public manifestations, viz. :
in Jerusalem, in Judea, in Samaria and in Galilee.  He selected the time of the Passover for this
first visit to Jerusalem, and His first act there was to cleanse’ the temple—‘ My Father's house”— -
of those who had been desecrating it with unholy traffic (vs. 14-16). His right to such suthority
baving been challenged by the Jews, Ile established His claim by the wotking of miracles, which led
many to a certain belief in Him (v, 33). Among these was Nicodemus, who appears in the lesson
for the day as a seeker after further light. , :

EXPOSITION
L Ap Esrnest Inquirer, 1,3, zealous for the Law of God as they undentood it.
V. 1. * The Pharis¢s.” Narrow and bigoted | * Nuodemus.” A Jew with a Greek name.
sectarians, relying on form and ceremony rather | (See Dictionary for Quarter.)
than on holiness of life. The better class| “A4 ruler of the Jews” A member of the
of them had at least this merit, that they were | Sanhedrim or Great Council (7 : §0). These

To & tescher needing to be
taught; O heavenly things st
first. hand; The Cross and God's
Love. ¥

serpent.

8.—~1 Joml: 7-14 The love
of God.

$-—Rom 8:31-80. Mighty love.

CONNECTING LINKS
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A¢rulers” should have been the very foremost
to acknowledge Jesus' claim to be the Messiah.
How blind even the best of them, such as Nico-
demus, were.

V. 3. ' Camets]esus by nicht.,” Came to Jesus,
to inquire further about llis miracles and llis
mission ; came ‘‘ by night,” perhaps for the sake
of & quiet interview ; more hkely lhfough pw
dence. It took no small courage in a ** yuter ”
to come at all to learn of this Galilean peasant.

“ We know.” So far, well. Nicodemus had latd
to heart the Baptist's testimony (1 : 19-27), and the
*¢ signs” which Jesus had just wrought, (2 : 23.)
There was no doubt that He was ““a teacher
coms from God.” Thus and freely did the ruler
profess his faith; and he was evidently looking
to this wonder-worker for some new light from
heaven .in regard to the Kingdom of God on
earth, for which His nation stood.

Il. A Puzz ing Dec'aration, 3. 4.

V. 3. * Jesus answered.” The * Verily, Verily”
—* Amen, Amen "’—is nr‘mphuue prelude.

The answer itself is a riddle,—for without a
new birth no man can see the Kingdom of (iod.
Nicodemus was bewildered. Why speak to Aim
of a new birth as a necessity for entrance into the
kingdom ; for was he not as a Jew and a* ruler ”’
already high up in that kingdom ? His view of the
kingdom was that it was an outward kingdom.
He had never learned, as our Lord now proceed-
ed to teach him, that the Kingdom of God is
within, (See Luke 17: 20, 21.)

“ Born anew™ of the Revised Version gives
the true sense.

1. The Rtiddle Solved, 5-8.

V: 8. ¢ Born of water and of the Spirit,” or, as
in the Ravision, ‘‘ of water and the Spirit.”  Per-
haps as cléar an explanation as any of this much-
disputed phrase is as follows: *‘The Jewish
proselyte, as a sign that he put off his old faiths,
was baptized on entering the Jewish Church,
Jobn the Baptist, employing the same symbolic
rite, baptized Jew as well as Gentile, as a sign_of
pwrification from past sins. Nicodemus, then,
would certainly have understood by Christ’s ex-
pression, ‘born of water,’ a reference to this rite
of baptism, and by the expression, ‘ born of the
Spirit,’ & reference to a new spi TN Y What

" staggered him most was, probc i,.: - ¢ mean-]
ing of the words themselves, b. .-« --tounding

peoposition thata Jew and & *‘.....,’ notless

than unregenerate Gentiles, must enter the king-
dom through the putting away & their old sins
and their old selves.

V. 6. A principle which science has uncontro-
vertibly demonstrated, that like begets hke and
only its like.

V. 7. The emphasis is on *‘ y¢.” It wasa sore
truth for Nicpdemus, but he needed it, that he
and his fellow TIsraelites, ‘‘far ben” as they
thought themselves, were really not even mem-
bers.of the true Kingdom of God.

V.'8. Said Coleridge, ‘“ By what manner o
working God changes a soul from evil to good,
how He impregnates the barren rock with gems
of gold, is to the human mind an impenetrable
mystery, in all cases alike.” Such change is none
the less a fact. The motions of the invisible
spirit are a mystery no greater than the move-
ments of the invisible world. In each case the
process is unseen, whilst the results are patent to
all,

1V. A Blaze of Light, 9-16.

V. 9. Again candor, the candor of bewilder-
ment, mingled likely now with a glimmering of
insight.

V. 10. In sadness,rather tbtn mdlgnnnon. that
one of the recognized teachers (*‘ The teacher,”
Rev. Version) of Israel should have so littles
penetrated the true spirit of God’s revelations to
Israel, and that such blind guides should be the
leaders.

V. 11. Here the dialogue ceases. Jesus alone
speaks., ‘¢ We speak.” The Divine “ We” ; or
does Jesus include with Himself John the Bap-
tist, whom Nicodemus bad heard, but had not
obgyed?  7hat we do know’ the things ot
the inward spiritual life.

V. 12. *‘ Earthly things,” The new birth,
which belongs to the Kingdom of God on earth.
*If I tell you.” He has returned to the first per-
son singular, becaust He alone has knowledge
by experience of * hidvenly things.” But of
these also He can testily at first-hand.  Ses
V. 13 (which read in full). *The Son of
man,” a phrase used of Himself by the Messiah
and by Him alone. It occurs eighty times in the" -
four gospels, (Cambridge Bible.) It is sppro-
priate here as denoting his accessibility, *‘J/m

God as well as man, and therefore in
heaven (blessed ~gontradiction {) even * while om
earth, 90\_

»
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V. i4. * [fthe Son of Man alone bas this koow-
Jedge, bow is it to be disseminated and become a
light toall men'? The answer isin this verse ”

~ (Dods), and the emphatic word in the verse is
“ lifted up.” (Compare Jobn 12: 32, 33.) “ The
Cross is the Throne of Christ,” from which He
not only gives forth light as the Revealer of God,
but life as the crucified Redeemer of men.

V. 16. *“ The Little Gospel,” as it bas been
called, (1) ‘A gospel of Salzation; it tells what
salvation is. (2) A gospel of Love; it reveals
the fountsin of love. (3) spel of Fower;
it displays a divine Mediagfland Redeemer. (4)
A gaapel of Gruce ; it
ever?’

ILLUSTRATION AND APPLICATION

¢ The same came to Jesus,” v. 2.  Another in-
stance of the perfect accessibility of Jesus.  John
and Andrew had been welcomed, and Nathanael.
His mother’s request for His intervention at the
wedding feast had been granted. And now the
ruler finds the latch string out, whem he seeks
admission to His presence. Verily, as He Him-
self takes pains to declare, ‘¢ Him that cometh to
Me, I wilt in no wise cast out” (6: 37).. He is
as accessible now as Intercessor as lie was then
as Teacher and Friend.

. “Bynight”v.2. How much even a small
beginning may stand for. It is not so long until
this night searcher is a secret disciple (7 50) and
a bold confessor (19 : 39). -

“ We kriow that thou art a teacher some from
God,” v. 2. There was genuine candor in Nico-
demus. So far as he was convinced he would
speak out, Courage is the twin sister of candor.
His further development was the following on as
candor and courage led.

“7 say unto thee,” v. 3. *‘Untothee, Jew and
ruler and all as thou art 1” There are no two
ways into the Kingdom of God. A thousand
avenues lead to the gate, for God guides each
man according to his special peculiarities and
susceptibiities, but there is only one gate.
Moteover, the new birth is imperative. *¢ Ye
must be born again,” and, as Meyer has said,
¢¢ When Christ says msst,it is time for us to wake
up.” There is no discouragement in this ¢ must ”
of our Lord’s, save to pride and presumption. It
is only those who already think they are good
enough as they are, who object to being made
over again by the divine renewal from within,
But what an appeal the doctrine of the new birth
makes to those who have discovered how vile
they are through .sin, yea, and how helpless to
become better ! What a joy that David’s prayer
on the lips of the true seeker never fails of its
answer, ‘ Create in me a clean beart, O God ;
and renew a right spirit within me.” (Pa. 513 9),

* How can a man be borrs when he is old?” v.
4. ‘‘Man’s nature is capable of being born again,
and , that is its peculiarily ; there is in man.a .
dormant or dead capacity which nothing but con-
tact with God, the touch of the Holy Ghost, can
vivify and bring into actual exercise.® Is it
thought too strange a thing to be credited? It
has its analogue even in “‘the summer insects,
which are twice-born, first of their ingpct paronts,
and then of the sun.”

“‘Born of the Spirit,” v, 5. And how, pray, is
this vivifying Ppresence of’ tnb\j-loly Spirit to be
secured? The question skirts the field of con-’
ptroversy.  Does faith precede the new birth,
or the new birth precede faith? This much is °
without controversy, that the Holy Spiit is given
‘“to them that ask Him' (Luke 11:13); and
this much, too, that it we wait in the way of
God’s commandments as d# Cornelius, God will
visit us with His Spirit of grace; even as the ship
with sails set will catch every breath of wind that
blows.

“ That which is born of the flesh is_flesh,” v. 6.

The barren branch is barren still,
Though on each twig, with rarest skill,
We #ie on flowers and fruit ;

And all in vain we toil and strive

By outward acts to seem to live,
While rotten at the root,”

" The teacher of Israel and understandest mot
these ¢hings?” v. 10. Let us lay this word to
heart. The teacher should himself have learned,
What presumption to profess to guide in the way
when not ourselves walking init! And besides,
all who ‘¢ profess and call themselves Christians ”
will do well to make sure that they have really
penetrated into the spirit of the religion of
Christ.  Here Nicodemus had fallen saort. He
was & zealous and irreproachable formalist. He
bat polished thie sbell to perfection, but had not

tasted of the kernel within, '
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" ,Evm 3§ wrust the Son of Man be lifted up,”
v. 14. This saying should be lakcn with that in
v. 7, ** Ye must be born again.” The latter is
the inteinal ** must ” of regeneration, the former
the externad *‘must” of the Atonement. Re-
generation can come only thiough a sight of the
crucified One, and for that purpose was He lifted
up on the cross *‘ rhat whosocver belicveth i him
showld mot perish, but Aove eternal life,” v. 15,

s For God so loved the world,” v. 16. Stiive

to pierce the vistas opened up by the word * so
Compere Rom. §: 7, 8; 1 ]ohn “ 9 It
glorious, but it is no marvel that God should so
love, for Gop 1s Love; but that Hp should so
love me !

¢ On such love, my soul, still .ponder——
Love so gieat, 50 1jch, so free;
Say, while lost in holy woonder,
Why, O Lord, such love to me ?”

TOPIC FOR BRIEF PAPERS

(To be assigned the Sabbaih previous. Only one topic should be given to each scholar. Some.
times all m:y be asked to take the same topic. The plpcn to be cead out in the class.)

. The Pharisees.
2. ** Ye must be born

IID.

" 3. The serpentin the vxldcmcss (Num. 21

P 4:9)

BLACHBOARD REVIEW

THE NEW LIFE

FREE TO ALL
WHO BELIEVE
ON THE SON OF GOD

lan " g

Lxssox V.
John ¢: 515

& Thes cometh be to a city of S8azna‘ris, whieh is
oalled 8y 'char, near to tbe of ground that
Ja'oob gave to his son Jo‘sep

& Now Ja'ocob'’s xl) well was there. Je'sus,
ore, being w with his journey. m&)&hu
mu tbo'ou s2d it was'about the sixth

. There cometh & woman of Sema‘'r's to dxsv
mr Jo‘n- th onto her, Give me to arink.
ples were gone awsy unto ths aity
l. - -m:)tho (5) woman of Bams ‘ris unto bim,
hich vomt, :l’&m." ‘%"u‘?:"’&.ﬁ‘f
am woInad s oy
dy 608? with the Samar‘itans.

30, Jo'sus answered apd said unto bes, If tbou
knewest tbe gift of God, and who it ia thet saith %o
thes, Give me 10 érink ; thos wouldest bave asked

“;o:‘ () 'Fh(ol Semarntan
B! ) vomu
1 tigl- Some

sasient
Bvery ons: (0%

CHRIST AT JACOB'S WELL
Commit to Memory vs. 13-15.

) Marg. Gr. Spring,snd8 e0in v. 14; but pot in wa. 11,19 ;
3 Wonnﬂm unto Bim ; (C)u'm'bm

.a»mw.mmm-.yuu

Jan. 29, 1899
Study also &h. ¢ : 140

and be would bave given thee living waser.
11. The woman saith unto him, (7) 8ir. hest
nothing to draw with and the well is desp © from
whenoe then hast thou that Jivix| ?

18. Art thou than our Js ‘'oob, whish

ve Us the well, and amhwwnﬂhh

childryn, snd ‘his eattie ?

13. Je'sus answered and said unto ber, (¥) Whoso-

ever drinketh of this water shall thirst sgain ¢

that I shall him
wter wﬂn&.np (11) into ever
18 The woman maith unpte him

this water, thas I thirst not, neither some
%0 drew.

t the whole nlnu. Marg Losd;

-
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H , dris ’ Deo. A.D, 97,
* Whesosver drinketh of the | Ognrer aT Jhcos's WaLL. afiar inet Tesson, ¢ gt months
water that I shall give him PLAOE

shallaever thirst,” John 4:14.

DAILY READINGS

M.—John 4: 515. Christ stJs-
oob's well.

T.—Jotin 4: 18-26. True worship,
W.—Juho 4 : 37-38. Christ the
Revealer.

Th.—John 4: 8-42 Bamaritans
belleving.

P.—Rev. 8: 1.7, The Water of
Life.

IL Asxiwe, 79.

of water~

B.—Isa 85: 1.7. Withouts price.
..-—l.nélnh 18. Wells of Balva-
. on.

water.”

CONNECTING LINKS

L BasTING, 8. 0’

His request ; her reply.
II1. OyrERING, 10-14.

“Jf thou knewest " :‘ ** Whenee
then hast thou?” * 1n him a well

IV. BrsTowixa, 15
In answer to her “ Give me this

Jacob's well, near by to ﬂ‘ehu.
in Bamaris, the modern Nablus.
CATRCHISM -

Qu. 43 WAichis the first eom-
mandment !

A. The first commandment is,
Thou sbalt have no other gods
PSR Paat s raquired im the

a td »
first eommndnmm

A. The fitst commandment re-
quireth us t0 know and poknowl-
edge God to Le the only true God,
and our God ; snd $1 worshi; a
gidrity him acoordingly.

P &
LESSON HYMNS' nm‘;)./fb

138, 558, 36, 418.

Soon after the coaversation with Nicodemus, our Lord let Jerusalem, and spent the su

and sutumn in the country of Judes, probably in diffesent places. Here He taught the people,

His disciples baptizing them. The crowds left the ministry of John and flocked to that of Jesus.

As He saw that the result might be jealousy on the part 9( the disciples of John, and that the Phari-

sees might take advantage of this feeling to make trouble and interfere with 1lis work, He decided

1o leave Judea and go over to Galilee, where He might have freer fields of labor (vs. 1-3). Thes
Province of Samaria lay between, and Christ and His disciples, travelling on foot, reached Jacob’s

well near Sychar oa the first day’s journey (v. 5). This, then, is the scene of the lesson. .

1. Resting. 8, 6.

V.3, ‘“Syckar.” See Dict. for Quarter.
“ Jacob’s well,” likewise.

V. 6. Werried with His journey,” loex-
pressibly touching ! ‘‘ The sixth hour.” There
is dispute as to whetber this was the noon hour
or six o’clock in the evening. The fact that the
woman came alope is rather in favor of the mid-
dle of the day, for, had it been evening, the vsml
time for drawing water, there wouald likely bave
been a number of others present on the s&
errand, and there would also have been more
than a short halt on the part of Jesus and His
disciples.

IL Asking. 7-9.

V.7. ‘ A weman of Samaria.™ A Samaritan
woman, though hot from the ety of Sam- a
which was two hours’ journey away. ‘¢ Grve me
to drinkd.” Tbe request is a testimony to His
kinship with us in our bodily needs, and so of
deep interest.  Moreover it was an epoch-making
request. ** The effect of this little word was
great ; it began to overturn the wall which bad
for ages separated the two peoples” (Lange).
Jesus and the woman wese alone, for His d)y
ciples * wars pume oway inie the city.” R

V. . I h~ west.” (Mo v.n s ’M‘")

For

EXPOSITION.

The lines were very strictly drawn as between
Jews and Samaritans. The Jewish doctors sid ¢
‘ e who eats bread with a Samaritan is as he
who eats swine’s flesh ” ; but certain forms of
food as fruits, vegetables, and uncooksd eggs
were exempt. \Godet.)

V. 9. The reply of the woman to His request
is in the form of banter, and it is perhaps {mipos-
sible to say whether it was altogether good-
natured banter, or whetber there was ia it a spics
of maliss. She, In commos wish other Samari
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taas, had often beet;l incensed with the arrogance
of the Jews, Christ's people, and it doubtless
gave ber a good deal of satisfaction to see one of
the hated people in a place where He was led by
bodily distress to crave a favor of her. For
¢ Samaria ” and *‘ Samaritans ”’ see Dict. for the
Quarter,. The Samaritans were more detested
by the Jews than the Gentiles themselves ; and
the dislike was heartily returned.

III. Offering, 10-14.

V. 10. The aaswer to her taunt was, however,
quite unexpected. If she had expected to waken
the Jew’s anger, she was completely disappointed.
The pathos of the situation had touched the Mas-
ter, the unconsciousness on the part of the wo-
man of the great thiogs within her reach. His
compassion goes out towards her. With what
exquisite skill be proceeds. *‘ /f thow knewest.”
He arouses her curiosity and His tone and man-
net are ach as to make it something more than
mere idle curiosity. ** Thow wouldst Rave asked
of Him.” What a turning of the tables! “Lsr-
sng waler.” Literally, and so likely the woman
would interpret the words, ‘‘ Spring water”
(Gen. 26 : 19; Lev. 14 - §):

V. 11, “Sir.” (Rev. Ver. Marg. *“Lord,”
Great Sir); fancying He is some great person in
disguise, ‘' The welfis decp.” Conder puts it at
seventy-five feet now.

V. 13. “Our father Jacob.” Recognized asa
common ancestor by Jews and Samaritans alike.

Vs. 13, 14. ““Jesus answered.” To this new
mood Jesus yields a ready response. The water
which she had come to bear away in her jar gave
only a tempnrary satisfaction, but that which He
had to bestow was in itsell sufficient to satisfy and
would sever be exhausted. This isa great prom-

ise. There is a positiveness in Him who speaks
that men love to see. ~ If only He can'make good
that which He proclaims, what a blessing He
has in charge for men ; and there was about Him
that which distinguished Him from the mere
charlatan. ‘¢ The water of Jacob’s well had two
defects : it quenched thirst only for & time, and it
lay outside at a weary distance, and subject to
various accidents, ~ Christ offers water which will
quench thirst lastingly, and which will be **in”
the person drinking, lastingly quenchiag human
cravings, and always energetically and afresh
shooting up. (Exp. Grk. Test.). Isa. 44 ; Joel
2; Ezek. 47:9; John 7 : 37-39.

IV. Bestowlhg. 15,

V. 15. ' Sir, give me this water.,” Was it
any wonder that, impressed by his appearance,
the woman forgot her light mocking mood ; for-
got that this was a hated Jew that stood before
her ; saw only that He seemed to be One who
had power to still the uorest that had so often
been in her heart and life? And so she cried
out, with that intensity of feeling that only comes
when men have found that the world cannot sat-
isfy their souls’ nceds, ¢ Lord,give me this water,
that I thirst not, neither come all the way hither
to draw.”

This is as far as the lesson text goes; but in
the following verses we have the wonderful state-
ment made to this Samaritan woman that the
Jew who sat by the well was the Messiah to
whose advent both Jew and-Samaritas were
anxiously looking forward. She had beea and
was a gfeat sinner, but in this Messiah she found
forgiveness and peace. Overjoyed with her
dranght of thé living water, she sought to holdgdt to
the lips of her fellow-ccuntrymen.

. ILLCSTRATION AND APPLICATION

¥ Jesus berng wearied with Ais journey,” v. 6.
There is no truth, perhaps, that is oftener
dwelt upon than that the Master is kin to us in
our human nature ; and yet, like all great and
wondesful truths, we do not always use it for
comfort as we might. Sometimes, when we are
wearied with work, w: judge ourselves as though
bodily weariness and the quieter frame of mind
that to some extent is sure to accompany it were
faults. But Christ, who always lived as men
should live, was subject to weariness, and felt the
mocd of rest.  And there are tigpes whea it is out

N

duty to rest. Resting in its own proper place is
just as truly glorifying God as actiwity ; and those
who learn to rest when the rest time comes are
the people who can make the best use of their
time and opportunity n active service.

“ There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw
walter,” v. 7. It was an ordinary hou-ehold task,
and there is nothing in the narrative to lead us to
think that she was in a specially receptive mood
at that time ; and yet we may be sitre there was
preparation, althoagh she may not have known
it.  Our faith in God, who oversees and directs
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all, leads us to be sare that He prepares for such
¢ chance ” meetings, as we. call them, and that
the heart that is to be impressed is prepared for
the conversation that is the instrument of His
working. If we had not this faith, no one could
undertake the work of seeking to lead men
aright ; but when we have such faith we need
never be afraid that our efforts shall be in vain.
Unthinkingiy she drew near, although the great-
.est and most important ‘page of her life was bein
turned. Let us lesrn that no day and no't
are unimportant. Each morning when we wal

let us remember that perhaps to-day the * ¢
thing is to bappen. Be on the alert for the word
from God at all seasons.

“ Jgsus saith unto Aer, Give me to drink”
Jesus was a Jew, but one who rose above the
prejudice of His people. We are all subject to
prejudices, and it is only the larger natures who
rise above them. Doubtless there was many 2
proud Pharisee who would have suffered any in-
convenience from thirst rather than humble him-
self to ask a favor from a Samaritan woman. A
distinguishing characteristic of Christ was that
He had a kindly interest in men as mén. Even
in our day men are prone to limit their sym-
pathies to thase who belong to their own particu-
lar class, and seem to think that they can do
more for their fellows by hating all others. There
is a spurious patriotism that thinks to exalt its
own nation by condemning and denouncing all
other nations. The truest Canadian is not the
.man who thioks Canalg faultless and all other
nations uoworthy, but who, whilst loving his own
best, has a kindly thought for all peoples.

“ How is 1t that thou being a Jew askest drimk
of me which am a Samaritan woman?"
v. 9. Although Jesus rose above prejudize, the
woman did not, and would seem to have takena
malicious pleasure in prolonging the inconveni-
eoce under which He suffered. She was ready
for a controversy, ready to -denounce the arro-
gance of the Jew. Itis always very easy to find
fault in ahother,_ and to exalgone’s own virtue in
contrast to another’s failing. If this was her oh-
Ject, she was disa ppointed. Jesus at unce raised
the conversation to a higher level. A lesson we
very much need to learn is that it liesin our
power to turn the conversation, which bas been
fnvolous or malicious, 1o that which is profitable.
We are 20 apt to let it drift along low levels, In

\

this incident we have an instance of the skill
that Christ displayed in such work. We may
complain that we have not such skill ; but if our
hearts are set on the better things we shall find
that, just as our natures are purified, 8o shall we,
be unwilling to waste time in profitless contro-
versy or frivolous talk.

¢ If thou Anewest the gift of God,” etc., v, 10,
Surely this is true. Wheo one is led to sce the
truth, be never can be Satisfied with leu(lhm the
l‘betst. All the desires of men fade when\they are

F¥Mhown the great blessing. And we should seek

to be shewn ** the gift of God,” to have our eyes
opened that we may see its true value ; for if only
we have that, we shall never know abiding dis-
content.

*¢ Jesus answered and said unto her, Every ome
that drinketh of this water,” etc., v. 13, Christ
did not despise the good things that are ours
through our bodily senses. The water of the
well of Jacob was good in its place, but its satis-
fying power was only momentary, and he whose
thirst had been quenched must needs return again
and drink. But the water of the well of truth and
life, which He had come to lilt to the lips of
man, had in it the eternal satisfaction for which
the souls of men crave. The figure under which
the teaching is here given is beautiful in its sim-
plicity and comprehensiveness. There is not
one who has not known the distress of thirst, and
the gratification with which one may quench his
thirst with pure spring water. In fever's
delirium, how men have longed for a draught of
the water of a spring from which they had drunk
in boyhood’s days! (2 Sam. 23: 15)) How
they bave sung of ‘‘the old oaken bucket, the
iron-bound bucket, the moes-covered bucket that
hung in the well.” And so men are delirious
with many fevers, and try one draught after
another from the ‘‘broken cisterns” of earth,
and all the time there is flowing this well of sal.
vation that springs up eternally and satisfies the
soul of man. It was not entirely a new figure,
It has sll along commended itself to man’s
thought. Long ago, the ancient prophet cried, in
the words of one who went about the crowded
streets with a waer-bottle upon bis shoulder ¢
‘ Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the
waters, and he that hath no money ; come ye,
buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine aad mitk

without money and without price ” (Im 55: 1)
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Many have come proclsiming that they had the
ope secret that satisfied, and alwsys men are
seady l.be:)ed astray, so thirsty are they. Bat
"above all the false prophets there stands this
prophet, Tesus, and makes proclamation of the
water that quenches the thirst of men’s craving
spirits once and forever,
¢ Sir, pive me this water, that I thivst not,
neither coms all the wway Aither o draw,” v, 15,
There are few more pathetic statements to be
found in the Bible or out of it, than this poor
woman’s cry. She knew that the stranger was
spésking of something other than natural water,
that satisfies the thirst of the body ; but she still
uses the figure. She had drunk deeply of earth’s
pleasures, and had found the sireams but muddy,
and now she craved with great desire the water
that would satisfy. -

As we study this lesson to-day, let us forget,
for the moment, the Samaritan woman by the
well, and realize that Christ is spesking to us,
even as He spoke to her. He is ready to bestow
upon us the gift that is beyond price. It matters
pot what the figure may be under which He pre-
sents it. There is no better expression of what it
is than *“ This is-life eternal, to know God, and
Jesus Christ, whom He bas sent.” (See John
17: 3.) \We may, like this poor woman, bave
been offenders sgainst thellaws of human society,
or we may be perfectly reputable in character,
but, whatever our reputation among men, we
cannot know peace unless it comes to us through
Jesus Christ, who is the manifestation of God, and
who bestows eternal life, and so brings God’s peace
within our souls.

TOPICB FOR BRIEF PAPERS

"(To be assigned the Sabbath previous.
times all mahbc asked to take the same topic.
L

Only one topic should be given to each scholar. ' Some-
The papers 10 be tead out in the class.)

¢ enmity between Jews and Samaritans, how it arose, and to what lengths it was

on carried,
2. tline the whole story, vs. 5-42.
3. Christ’s cure for thirst. 5

BLACKBOARD REVIEW

WE NEED
CHRIST GIVES

LIVING WATER

_IT SATISFIES

-

NETS
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FIRST QUARTER
STUDIES IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN
PREVIEW .

€ teachers Yave all realized what
an advantage it is to have a
definite thought running through
the teaching of the lessons of the
quarter. Without this they will
be dn)omted. will present no coﬂtmmty ot
thought, will be more easily forgotten by the
children, in short, will miss their aim. We shall
be like marksmen without a target. The marks-

man's eye tskes in the whole target, whilst his |1

vision is centered upon the bull’s-eye. Let us
each Sabhath take in the whole target (the
thought for the quarter) and centre our
thoughts upon the bull’s-eye (the central thought
of the day's lesson) and let us At 42,

The lexsons for the present quarter are in John’s
Golpel: Studies in the life of Christ. We see
Curisc in His different manifestations as Tue
LIGHT OF THE WORLD, GIVING LIGHT THROUGH
His WORDS AND WORKS.

We see Ilim :

1. Introduced as The Light, John 1: 1-14.

2, Drawing the disciples to the light, John 1 :
35-46.

3. Brightening a feast with His light, John 2:
1-11.

4 Clstiﬁglight on the way of life, John 3: 1-16.

5. Satisfying with light and grace, John 4:
5-15.

6. Bringing healing and light to a home, John
454354

7. Reflecting God's light, John §: 17 27.

8. Bestowing light and cheer on the needy,
John 6: 1-14.
9. Inviting all to come to the light, John7:

28-37.
20. Flashing light into a prison, John 8: 132
1-36.

11. Opening blind eyes to the light, John 9:
I-11.

12. Leading His flogk in His light, John 10:
1-16.

13. Review—CHRIST THE LIGHT OF THER
WOoRLD,

Dwelling on the thought of the last lesson of
the quarter, we teachers all have need to solemnly
ask ourselves: A%eawe good under-shepherds?
Are we doing our b&t to save the lambs com-
mitted to our care, to lead them in His light ?
Let us, with renewed earnestness, turn to the
‘“Sun of Righteousness” for more light and
more heat, more knowledge and more love. ‘

~ LESSON I.—January 1, 1899

CHRIST THE TRUB LIGHT, John 1:

114

PREVIEW THOUGHT: Cbrist gives Ligbt tbrougb His words and worhs

Qolden Text.—‘ In Him waslife ; and the
life was the light of men.”—John 1: 4.

To~-day’s Lesson Thought.—Jesus is

our light ; we must shine for Jesus.

Introduction (Point of contact).—Did
the little ones in my class notice the beautiful
bright sunshine when they were coming to Sab-
bath-school? Yes? Who put the beautiful sun
inthesky? Whatis the sun for? To give us
light and heat, is it not? If we bad no sanshine

we could not see anything. We should have no
flowers, or trees, or grass, or fruit, The sunshine
keeps everything alive and makes things grow by
the warmth of its rays, and makes everything
light about us. Don't you love the besautiful
sunshine? Shall we not thank God for giving us
the beautiful sunshine? God gives us every good
thing we have.

Lesson 8tory. —God made our world,
and has always been watching over it and taking

care of it. After a while He saw that people



needed someone to |b.ow them what
God was like—someone who would

" be more kind, more full of love
than any person who had ever lived,
someone to show people how God
wants them to live, and what they
must do to become God’s dear
children and go to live with Him Juff
forever. So He sent Jesus Christ,
His own Son, who was to’ be like
a Hght to the world. Did you ever
bear anyone say, Qle, yes, Wil
lie is just like his father ; he does
things just as his father would
do”? Well, Jesus is just like

- God, His father. He went about
doing things that God would do, speaking words
that God would speak. So He is called the
Werd of God. (Teach Golden Text.)

One of Jesus’ dearest friends on earth—the one
He loved most (Why ?2)—was John, the apostle.
Jobn went about with Jesis; bearing,Him preach
and seeing all the good, kind things He did.
John wrote & book about Jesus, and told us all
Jesus said and did. Joha tells us most about
Jesux love and Jesus’ words. When we read this
book it is just as if Jesus were talking to us, tell-
ing us what to do. For twelve Sabbaths we are
tqread about Jesus out of this book. (Show it.)

" Did you ever see the sun rise? You did not
see the big sun just at first? No! you saw the
bright rays of light first, telling you the sun was
coming. As you watched, you saw the beautiful
sun appearing. God sent a man called John the
Baptist, before He sent Jesus, to tell people that
Jesus was coming—to tell them to watch for the
light—to get ready to see Jesus.

Christs Mrst Disciples—2Drimary ©

.

Practical Thought. -Would you not
all like to be little rays of ;umshine, showing
people a little bit of what Jesus is like—.—lelling
people about the beautiful *““Sun of Righteous-
ness,” who came to our world, and is coming
again sometime ? Jesus showed what God is like by
doing things that God would do—speaking words
that God would speak. If we want to be light
we must ask, * What would Jesus do?” *¢ What
would Jesus say if He were in my place now ?”
“ T woyld be a little light, shining every place,

Shining so that other souls my see my Saviour’s

grace. .

A little light—a little light—dear Jesus, make

me one ;

Let me live and shine” for Thee—God’s own

beloved Son.””

Blackboard.—On the rays of sunshine

(yellow chalk) write ways of shining for Jesus.
The children will tell you, ‘“Be kind,” *‘ Be
truthful,” etc. Sing ** Jesus bids us shine.”

(2 ey}

LESSON Il.—]anuary 8, 1899

(\,musr‘s First DiscipLEes, Jobn 1: 35-46
PREVIEW THOUGHT : Qbrist gives Light tbrougb Bis words and works

Qolden Text.—‘Behold the Lamb of | made vou think of last Sabbath’s lesson ? Yes,

God!” John 1: 36.

To-day’s Lesson Thought.—Follow-
ing the Light. : :

the besutiful bright sunshine. What did John
call Jesus? A lightt Why? Whom did God
send to tell the people that Jesus, the light, was
coming? Have you tried to be litte lights?

Oonneoction.—What did yoy see this morn- | What did you do for Jesus? Did you tell any one
ing whea you looked out of yoar window that | about Him ?

L 4

-
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Leseson $tory.—One day John the Bap
tist was talking with two friends—Andrew anc
John, Just then Jesus walked by. John the
Baptist said, ‘‘See, that js Jesus.” ** Behold
the Lumb of God.” (Explain.) What do you
think these two men did? They followed Jesus.
He saw them eoming and waited for them and
spoke very kindly to them. - They stayed with
Jesus all day (make three strokes vn the board)
listening to His beautiful words and Jearning to

" love Him. Aondrew went home and found his
own brother, Simon, and said, ** Oh, come with
me, Simon ; we have found Jesus, the Christ” ;
and Andrew brought Simon to Jesus (another
stroke). Yes, I am sure Jesus was glad. Jesus
loves to have people come to Him. What did
Jesus say about little children coming to Him ?
*¢ Suffer the little children, etc.”

Next day Jesus was going from Bethany back
to Galilee. He saw a man named Philip. Jesus
nid, ¢ Come, Philip, 1 want you to follow Me,”
and Philip followed Jesus (another stroke). Philip
met an old friend, Nathanael, and asked him to
come and see Jesus. Jesus talked with Nathanae!
and Nathanael said, * Yes, it is really Jesus—
God’s son,” and he followed Jesus (another
stroke).  All were perfectly satisfied with Jesus.
Jesus had power to draw people, (Explain how
we may draw near Him now.) Jesus had
now five disciples (name and count them'on
finger)—the first disciples.  Jesus,
was showing ghem what God §
wanted them to do for Him. He
was giving thein light.

Practical Thought. —
Following the Light.—Even the
smallest of my little ones can be
# disciple and “follow Tesus and
bring others to Him. We must
ask Jesus to show us something to
do for Him—then keep looking out
for things to do. You may be able
to bring some big people to Jesus.
Have any of your brothers who do
not come to Sabbath-school to

hear about Jesus? Perhaps if you ask them
they will come with you,

Perhaps some little girl you-know does not go to
any school. Ask her to come with you. Try to
get everybody you know to come to Jesus. This
is being a true follower —a true disciple.

Follow, follow Jesus, follow where He leads; .

He knows all our sorrow, He knows ail our
needs. ) .

We'll lead others to Flim, and He'll bless them,
too ;

'We'll be true disciples in all we say and ]do.

Zllustration.—Bertie Lang, a cripple boy, lived
with his old grandmother in aun attic room in one
of our large cities. IIe loved Jesus and wanted
to tell others to follow Jesus, but he could not
go about. He could not Jeave his bed, Some
one gave him paper and pncils and he spent his
time copying beautiful verses out of the Bible on
little slips of the paper, which e folded up and
threw out of the window. S me people picked

up some of these little slips and were led to Jesus
through reading them. We can all do something.”
Jesus drew people to Him by His beautiful life.
It is what we are ourselves that will help most to
draw others to Jesus. Sing ‘‘ If I follow Jesus,
He will make me glad.”
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LESSON iII.—Janoary 1, 1899
Curist’s FIRST MIRACLE, John 2: I-11
PREVIEW THOUGHT: Cbrist gives Ligbt tbrougb Bis words and woths

Qolden Text.—*“And his disciples believed
on him.” —John 2 : I1.

To-day’s Lesson Thought.—Christ
brightening a feast with his light,
Oonnection.—Draw five strokes. Who
. were the five about whom we talked last Sabbath?
Recall the lesson. Did any of you help to bring
anyone to Jesus? Have you been following the
Light ? or did you just do things that pleased
yourselves ? These disciples went with Jesus from
place to place. When they came to Nazareth,
Jesus’ home (draw a square), Tesus found Mary,
His mother, had gone to a wedding party at Cana
(another square), Jesus and His disciples had
been invited too ; so He went and took His dis-
ciples’ with Him.
" Have you ever been at s wedding
party? Did you not have a happy
time ? &c., &ec.

Lesson 8tory. — Describe
the wedding. All was mirth and
happiness ; the table spread for the
feast, the guests eating and drink-
ing when Jesus arrived. © (Shew a-
model of an Easters table or draw
one, explaining the custom of reclin-
ing oo cushions at the table.)
What do we have to drink at our
parties? (Tea, coffee, milk, lem-
ooade.) In that country they
drank the juice of the grape, wine.
It ‘'was not a strong drink and did not harm people
as the wife does that is used now. Don't you think
the people were glad to see Jesus? There was one
thing that troubled them —there was no more wine
to offer the guests. It was quite a disgrace not
to have enough wine at & party. Jesus’ mother
kaew this and she went to Jesus and told Him
‘there was no more wine. Jesus said He knew
what to do when the time came for Him to do it.
She knew that Jesus was able to help, so she said
to the servants, ** Be ready to do whatever He
tells you to do.” At those feasts there were large
stone water pots full of water for the guests to
. wash their hands (they ate with their fingers).
They wore sandals (explain) ; so their feet got

R

very dusty, and they always washed them when
they entered a house. (Draw a water pot or
shew a model.) There were six water pots.
Jesus told the servants to fill them with water.
They obeyed. He told them to pour. it out and
take it to the man who had charge of the feast.
What do yow think Jesus had done!? Has had
changed all that waler into wine—enough to sup-
ply all they needed and more (His wedding pres-
ent). All said it was the best wine they had had.
How happy they felt! What pleasure it gave
Jesus to see them happy! No one could have °
done this but Jesas—so we call it a mirac/e—a
wonderful thing that no one can do but Jesus (or
the disciples to whom He should give the power).
This was Jesus' first miracle. Jesus used His

e INVITE

,dtsué”

~, EVERYPLACE

. . 3 S .
power to bring joy into a home—(o brighten a
feast—to give happiness, as well as to shew His
power (explain), ‘“and his disciples believed on
him,”

Practical Thought.—Would we like
Jesus to come into our home ? Invite Him. He
will come, We shall not see Him, but His Holy
Spirit will be with us all th#y time, making us
happy and giving us all we need, if we are doing
what fleases Jesus. Never do anything we would
not want Jesus to see us doing. Never go any
place where we would not invite Jesus. Tell
Jesus all our needs. He will give what He sces
best for us to have.
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LESSON IV.—January 23, 1899

CHRIST AND NICODEMUS.

v

John 3: 1-16

PREVIEW THOUGHT : Gbrist gives Ligbt tbrough bis words and works

‘Golden Text.—* For God so loved the
world that he gave his only begotten Son, that

whosoever believeth in him shoujd ot petish, but”

have everlasting life.”” Tohn 3 : 16.
To-day’s Lesson Thought.—Jesus
casting light on the Way of Life. :
OConnection.—Draw a water-pot. (This
will gain attention at once.) We are going to
see & picture. We cannot see it
unless swe close our eyes and listen
(all eyes closed). Describe the
scene at the wedding, the table
spread for the feast, the guests
eating and drinking ; someone en-
ters. Who is it? Who are with
Him ? When Tesus is seated, some-
one goes to Him and whispers
something. Who? What did she
tell lim? \What did Jesus do?
What do we call that wondetful
act? Jesus is always ready to——2
in time of ——? Did you invite
Jesusany place this week ?

Lesson Story.—Sometime after the wed-
ding Jesus was at the home of Iis beloved dis-
ciple, John, in Jerusalem (draw a square with a
stroke in it and write Jesus). It is evening.
There is & rap at.the door—listen—who is com-
ing? Itis Nicodemus, a rich Jew. a great and
learned man—(another stroke). What does he

‘want? He had heard Jesus preaching «nd
wanted to have a quiet talk alone with Jesus and
hear more of his wonderful words, Thdy went

up on the housetop together, (Explain,) Jesus
told him that the only way to enter heaven was
to believe in Him and get a new life from God—
be born again. Nicodemus did not see how he
could be born again, when he was now & grown-
up man, He did not think be could become a
little boy again. God had given him one kind of
life, s0 that he lived and grew to be’a man, He
bad also given him another kind of life, so that he
could tbink and Jove ; but God wants to give us
still another kind of life jn-addition to these,
& spiritual lifs. God just puts this new life into
everyone who asks for it.  We do not know what

it is or how God gives it to us, but we see tha
i there is a change in people after they have got
the new life. They are always doing things that
please Jesus, their Master, best, Did you ever
hear the wind? Did you ever see the wind?
iNo? You have seen the leaves tossed by the
wind? So you are sure there is wind? Even i
you cannot see it or take hold of it ? God’s Holy

BELIEVE.

Spirit cannot be seen, but we can feel that He is
with us, quietly helping us to do what is pleasing
to Jc?\ Jesus told Nicodemus the words of our _

beaufifyl’ Golden Text. Someone calls this the
“sunrfse” text: (Tell the story of the brazen’
serpent, Numbers 21 : 4-9.) Believe in Jesus—
B can cure us of all sin il we look to Him.

Practical Thought.—Even the “very
smallest one of my class can have a quiet hour with
Jesus. To-night, as you kneel at mother’s knee
praying your evening prayer, you are havingaquie;
talk with Jesus. Heloves tolisten to you and wants
you to love Him and bélieve in Him, and ask
Him to show you how to please Him. He wants
to give you the new life and keep you from dofng
naughty things. We must never forget to have,
this quiet talk with Jesus night and morning °
and whenever we feel we need His help.

Blackboard.—Use red chalk for the road-
way (the way opened by the sbedding of Jesus’
blood for us); yellow for **Jesus”; white for
‘ believe.”
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" THE BOOK PAGK N
“ That is a good ook which is opened with ex-
pociation and closed with profit.” ‘

Fiom the Fleming H. Revell Co., New York,
Chicago-and Toronto : '
THE HoLvy LAND IN GEOGRAPHY AND His.

/= TORY. By Townsend McCoun, A.M. Two vols,,
ilustrated by 154 maps; $2. Vol L treats of

the Geography, and Vol. I1. of the History, of the | of

Holy Land, in each case with liar concise-
ness and precision and in the light of the latest
. scholarship and research, The localities of chief
interest are giverrin separate maps and 1n detail,
and each section of the Biblestory, from the Crea-
tion onwatd, has its own appropriate map face to’
face with it.  Fot the minister and teacher the
books are of unusual value. We have seen no-
thing handier or more instructive, whether for the
study or the class.. A fresh map for almost every
lesson is an aid not to be despised in holding the
attention of the scholars. The whole'make up of
* these volumes will satisfy the most fastidious.

Four books on John’s Gospel, which any Sab.
bath.achool teacher can undesstand, and by,
session of any one or more of which everym
bath-school teacher would profit:

TaE CAMBRIDGE BIBLE FOR SCHOOLS : St.
John, $1.10. REITHON ST. JoUN: T, & T.
Clark’s Hand Books, 2 volumes, 70 cents per
Vol. GOsPEL OF ST. JOHN : Bible Cliss 15:

itions, McLaren, of Manchester, $1.25.
zYER’S L1PE AND LIGHT OF MEN: An ex-
position of John I.-X1I., goc.

. SUNDAY-SCHOOL METHODS. Amos R.
Wells; $1.35. A book of practical methods.
Its three hundred pages do not contain a dull fine,

© and they do contain much wisdom.

PRACTICAL  PRIMARY PLANS. Istael P.
Black. $1.00 A siandard work by a leader
amongst Primary teachers,

Here is & batch of dainty pocket volumes for
young people: THE Drzam oF YouTH (30
cents). Rev. Hugh Black, the gified colleague
of the gieat Scotiish preacher, Dr.- Alexander
Whyte. FaiTH BUILDING (2§ cents). By W.
P, Merrill ; dedicated ““to: the earnest, honest
young people of our day, who are doubtful in the
midst of their faith, and faithful in the midst of
their doubt.” A steong, terse bock. How THE
Licut FAILED, AND HOWw THE INNER LIGHT
Grows (25 cents). By Newell Dwight Hillis.
“ A study of the atrophy of the spiritual sense
and its restoration.” These two latter books are
of the ** Quiet Hour” series. WAys 70 WIN,
By Prolessor Dyson Hagué, Wycliffe College,
Toronto (50 cents), Written primarily for the
Brotherhood of St, Ardrew ; an excellent guide
for personal work for Christ. .

KorzaN SKETCHES : lilustrated, ($1.00.) A'

1 like Professor

master-piece. Its author, the Rev, Jas. Gale, is,
Dyson Hague, one of our own
young men. He bas lived and worked nine years
amongst that quaintest and oldest of living races,
and has observed with a keen eye, and here writes
what he has'seen with a sharp-pointed pen. The
book does for the Koreans what Smith’s ** Chin-
ese Characteristics ” does for the Chinese.  All
classes, from the coolie to the king, gre evidently
set forth as they are. There is no varnish; ngt a
little sharpness, bat always the sincere sympathy
one who scans closely that he may be prepared
the more wisely to help.

Frienpsuipr. By Rev. Hugh Black, with
introductory note by Dr. Robertson Nicoll, and
marginal and other decorations by F. Berkeley
Smith ($1.25). *‘The most popular preacher in
Scotland,” so Dr. Nicoll, who is a good author-
ity, says.of Mr. Black, *‘has publirhed a wise
and chminillittle book en “ Friendship.” A
mo;; éldight | Christipas gift it would be hard
to .

The Westminster Co., Toronto :

BLACK ROCK, A TALE OF THE SELKIRKS.
3&' Ralph Connor; pp.340; $1.00. A life-

e picture of the wild, tumultuous life of our |
western mouritaing. The mining camp, the
saloon, and the mimionary, are each brought out
in sharp relief. Mrs,  Mavor, the ministering
angel of the camp, is a sweet picture, which
leaves the eyes wet. The author has come with
a single leap into the front rauk for literary skill
and realistic power, The moral tone of the book
is tonic as the mountain air itself. Tempemnce
and missions in the West are fortunate in their
champion, ’

Hodder & Stoughton sonounce ss nesrly
ready, or on the way, THE Lire oF
HeNRY DRUMMOND, by Dr. George Adam
Smith; a second volume of the magnificent
FXPOSITOR’S GREXK TESTAMENT; JRSUS CHRIST
AND His SURROUNDINGS, by Dr.- Norman L.
Walker, and a new story b% Goedon Stables,
FRaANK HARDINGE: From Torrid Zomes to
Regions of Perpetual Snow.

From Presbyterian Board of Publiuk. Phila-
delphia ; N. T, Wilson, Toronto: - -

CoME YE APART. A set of daily Bible read-
ings fo;‘ ;ll:e year bo: l:‘l::kllfc of Christ, by Rev.,

. R. er, w s on practical pi

'Lovld-luned: P piety are .

LeAFLETS ON BaPTIsM. By Rev. Dr. W, A.
MacKay, Woodstock, Ont. series of
four four-page leaflets on-the various phases of this
subject. They are neat in form and sell at one
cent each, and are certainly good reading, Whilst
controversial—and the aggressiveness of thase
who hold a different view makes controversy
m lkm instructive, and are com-

ved in excellent spi They may be ordered
from the aunthor, should bave a w’id. sale,




. CHIEF CHARACTERISTICS ’ .

OF THE

 Oxford Bible for Teachers

Paper  Printing  belps  Finstrations

IN ADVANCE OF ALL OTHERS

* . “Since 1880 the ‘Oxford’ Teachers’ Bible has been acknowledged the gl"ea'testz
book marvel of modern times. The publishers have just brought out an edition:
with revised helps which again puts this work clearly in advance of all others.” ~

— Sunday-School Magasine..
The Paper S : e

‘' The India paper, in which we believe this Company leads the world, has made a revolution in the art of
printing.""— The Living CAsurch.

** A marvel of paper-making.” — The London Times. .

“ The exquisjte Oxford India Paper is a perfect miracle of manufacture. Though so thin the print never shows
through, and yet the type is perfectly clear and !o‘ible.",— The Spectator. ) e
No other pzru has yet been made that can approach it for its wonderful capacity, great toughness and softness,
and its agreeable tone, nor for the ease with which THE PAGES CAN BE TURNED. :

The Printing | i S

[ J S,
* Its letterpress is remarkably clear and distinct. This is appreciated the more because 17 15 UNCOMMON 1M

BIBLES, Long and close attention to the print of ordinarcy Bibles strains the strongest eyes, but the * Oxford’ is not
an ordinary Bible in this or in any other respect.”—7T4he Christian Nation. +

* The printing is worthy of the paper, and more than this it is impossible to say.”" ~TA¢ Guardian. -

The Belps. '

Rev. F. N. Pgrouser, D.D., author of Peloubet's Notés on the International Lessons, savys, Jan. 14, 1899 .
1 have been comparing 1he two editions of the ‘ Oxford ' Helps, your new one with mine dated 1893, You
appendix. and especially the new plates, and more especially the descriptions of them, which are a wholly new

feature, add greatly to the value of these ¢ Helps.” I shall refer to them as often as I can in my Notes on the .
Lessons.” .

The Christian Advocate, Nashville, Tenn., says : i \l’ = i

‘““The * Helps’ are real helps, Unlike those in many of the cheap Bibles, they are not simply thrown Yogether in
hodgepodge fashion, but represent the freshest and ablest work of the foremost modern scholars.”

The Interior, Chicago, lil., says : - . .

‘' ¢ Helps ' prepared for this work by the most eminent Biblical scholars of’the day, and revised up to the latest
possible date, to keep in touch with the last discoveries of science, the last lights of ioterpretation. This editioa has

reached, in former issues, a sale of over two miilion copies, and ¢ is safe to say that nothing offers eves faiy com-
petition with it in general favor.”

The Tovomto Globe says: ~° :
“ The most instructive and exhaustive compandium of every kind of iaformationessential to Bible study.”

The Fllustrations .

The Sunday School Times, Sept. 17, 1808, says, referriog to the illustrations :
** 1n this departiuent this Bible is probably /ar sup

i erior to any other of those commonly called Teachers’ Bibles
Probably there does not exist another equally compact collection of the kind.” ' .

e o

,

. 1
- All Denominations concar in recommending the Oxford Bible for Teachers.

£ Upwards of 2,000,000 coples offormer oditlons have been sold.

T TR R O TR S

LONDON : HENRY FROWDE . T
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS WAREHOUSE, AMEN CORNER, E.C.
NEW YORK: gt AND 93 FirTn Avr.
And sold by all booksellers thronghout the Dominien.
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ASSOCIATION.
Head Office: -  Toronto, 0 t.

THE Unconditional Accumulative Policy issued by this
Association is absolutely free from conditions from
date of issue and guarantees Extended Insurance or a
Paid-up Policy after two years, or a Cash Value after five

years.,
Pamphlets and full particulars ‘will be sent on plication to the
Head Office, Toronto, or to any of the Auoaz;%n ’s Agents.
i W. C. Macdenald, Actuary. J K MACDONALD Managing" Director.
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THE E. B. EDDY CO., Limited,

RULL : MONTREAL. TORON]‘O

Quebesc. _Hamilton. Kingston. London. St Johm, N. Hatt
Winnipeg. Vietoria and Vaneouver.: St. goh B, Nfla. sittax.
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