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ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

/Matin §n8jS0dati0tt, #
1869.

The Board of Directors have much pleasure in presenting to the 
profession, the Minutes, Addresses, Reports, «fee., of the Ninth Annual 
Convention of the “Ontario Teachers’ Association." It is a mat­
ter of much satisfaction to the Board to-observe the increasing in­
terest, which teachers throughout the Province take in the 
of the Association, as evinced by the number of delegates who 
yearly attend the Convention.

This year delegates were present from different parts of the 
country, representing from 400 to 500 teachers, and about 200 
members attended the sessions of the Convention, every part of 
the Province being represented except the Ottawa district. All 
this is as it should be, and the Board would take this opportunity 
of earnestly urging on their fellow-labourers the great importance 
of forming branch Associations and of attending personally or 
sending representative men to the Annual Convention.

The matter of incorporation is still a subject of earnest thought, 
and it is hoped may soon be satisfactorily accomplished. The busi­
ness of the Convention was agreobly closed by a pleasant excur­
sion across Lake Ontario to Niagara Falls, the trip was such a 
source of enjoyment .that the members present determined to have 
it repeated next year. And as the excursion this year proved

success
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financially successful, this determination can be the more heartily 

carried into effect.

Attention is directed to the,following Articles of the Constitu- ' 
tion :—

ns

"”l™ •*

J

0
Signed on behalf of the Directors,

JAMES HODGSON.
samuel Moalister.
ARCHIBALD McMURCHY, M.A
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OF THE

NINTH ANNUAL MEETING
OF THE

Ontario Teachers’ Association,•anch

Held in the Theatre of the Normal School Buildings, 
Toronto, August 3rd 1869.

1A The President, Rev. S. S. Nelles, D.D., tqok; the chair at 3 
o’clock, p. m., and opened the Meeting with prayer.

J. G. Hodgins, LL.B., Deputy.Superintendent, then, on behalf of 
the Chief Superintendent, gave the Association a cordial welcome.

The Corresponding Secretary having called the roll of officers, was 
about to read the Minutes of the meeting, held last August, When—

/

A. Macallum, M. A., Principal of the Central School, Hamilton, 
moved, seconded by A. McMurchy, M.A., Mathematical Master of the 
Toronto Grammar School, “ That the minutes be considered as read, 
and be adopted.” Carried.

Communications were then read from the Rev. W. M. Punshon, M. 
A., and the Revs. Drs. Scadding and Ryerson.

The following subject, “ Is it desirable to fix the minimum school 
age at six years instead of live, as at present,” being introduced by Mr. 
J. S. King, Principal of the Waterloo Central School, gave rise to a 
very earnest, interesting and instructive discussion, in which Messrs. 
Dixon, Macallum, Millerf Scarlett, McMurchy, Hodgins, Alexander, 
Treadgold, Watson, Dr. Crowlo and the President took part. At five 
o’clock—

j

Mr. McMurchy, seconded by Mr. Macallum, moved, “That the 
Convention do now adjourn until half-past seven, this evening. 
Carried.

Second Session—Tuesday Evening.—The meeting being called to 
order by the President, the Rev. Mr. Rose opened with prayer, after 
which the opening address wa% delivered by the President, and elicited 
frequent bursts of applause.
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the v B" D,ixon’ Es<l-. M.A., Head Master of
Prinei^T^Scîr00 ’ Peterborough, seconded by Mr. R. Alexander, 

Centrai School, “That the most Warty 
fordh?r**M thanks of this meeting be tendered to the Rev. Dr. Nelles^
^ntiw 1^° ^drl8S’and that H be referred to thé
Canied8 ttee m order to be incorporated in the minutes.”
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The Minutes of the First and Second Sessions having been read 
be adopted!” “3. *' MaCalIum- movod. “That the Minutes;

5 r,e,gardto the omissionfrom the minutes of the last annual meet- 
VeMnJ?6 Rcp°ri ?f, tJro Robertson Testimonial Committee Mr 
iîftW màter®tm thf pyMr;,MlUor’moved’ “ ^t no action betaken

inv^tbSTh1" °f th® Robertson Testimonial Committee, be not forthcom-
safd Xnt^cXn]e™™^UCated “***to flmliah

•Ad®xander> seconded by Mr. Dixon, movod, “That Messrs 
^caWm, Cameron and Brebner, be appointed a Finance Committee.”
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Professor J. W. Barker, Buffalo, President of the New York State

t!Üw A fOT- t'868’ and DeIegato from that body to the Ontario 
Teachers Association, was introduced and addressed the meeting
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Moved by Mr-J. B. Dixon, seconded by Mr, Watson, “That Mr
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Barker and his lady be elected honorary members of this Association ” 
Carried.”

The discussion of the subject (Reading) was resumed by Mr 
Macallum, followed by Messrs. Dixon, Tamblyn, Treadgold, Alexander 
and Scarlett ; after which upon motion an adjournment was carried.

Foceth Session—Second Day (Afternoon). —The President took the 
Chair at 2 o’clock.
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The discussion on Reading being resumed, Messrs. Brine, Miller, 
Dingman, McGann, Scarlett, Platt and Watson took part, and Mr. 
Lewis then concluded it by a very complete and eloquent reply.

The third■ subject on the Programme, “The best method of 
Teaching History,” was next introduced, by Mr. Miller.

Afterwards, Messrs. McGann, Platt, Tamblyn, Scarlett, Treadgold, 
Husband, Archibald and Macallum took part in the discussion upon this

r. b.
ming

)xan- Moved by Mr. Miller, seconded by Mr. J. B. Dixon, “That 
Mr.' Barker, representative of the Teachers’ Association of the State 
of New York, be respectfully requested to give us the benefit of his 
experience in connection with Teachers’ Institutes in that State.”— 
Carried.

ir.
read,
utes,

Mr. McMurohy, seconded by Mr. R. Alexander, moved,—“ That 
Messrs. Scarlett, Campbell, Stranchon, Watson, Ormiston, Brebner and 
Macallum be a Committee to nominate officers for the year 1869-70, 
and report tomorrow at 11 o’clock.”—Carried.

Mr. Macallum, seconded by Mr. J. B. Dixon, moved,—“ That 
this Convention, having heard with extreme regret that Wm. McCabe, 
Esq., LL.B., late President of this Association, is about to remove 
from the province, and thereby sever his connection with this body— 
and being mindful of his continuous and unwearied exertions for the 
well-being of this Association, hereby express their warmest wishes for 
his prosperity in the new field of labour m which he is about to enter, 
and request to have a copy of this resolution, signed by the President 
and Secretary, forwarded to him.”—Carried.

The Convention then adjourned till half-past 7 o’clock.
Evening Session—Second day.—Pursuant to adjournment the 

Convention met at 7.30, the President in the Chair.
The topic, 1 ‘ What means can be adopted to induce pupils to pursue 

a proper course of reading after leaving School ?” was introduced by 
David Ormiston, B.A., Cobourg Grammar School.

The discussion of this subject being postponed, Mr. Barker fully 
explained the introduction, organization, object and working of Teach­
ers’ Institutes in the State of New York.

"‘"After which Mr. Scarlett, County Superintendent, for Northumber­
land, seconded by Mr. Jno. Campbell, moved—“That a vote of thanks 
be presented to Mr. Barker for his very lucid exposition of Teachers’ 
Institutes, as carried on in the State of New York.”—Carried.
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lXPsHmmnX°Ua SOmCea ^‘heyear

th' Balance from last $128 79 
62 86 Aiyear 8 25 Ti

sit
$199 89 exPayments.

in• ^Secretary’s salary ......... .................
Rent, Mechanics’ Institute .....
Printing, Stationery and Advertising. 
Expenses of Delegate to Montreal ° 
Postage .................................

$25 00 
26 00 
73 97 
12 40
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Ci9 77

Total expenditure...........
Balance on deposit...........
Cash in Treasurer’s hands.

$146 14 
48 04 
6 71 Cl

$199 89
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ince by 
toratius The Committee regret to observe that the expenses of the Society 

during the past year exceeded its receipts by $83.29, and strongly 
recommend the Dircctoryieyer to incur any expenses which, the re­
ceipts for the year will nofifc sufficient to meet.

The Committee also regrets to observe, that the smallness of the 
receipts arises from the fitet that a number of teachers attending the 
Convention fail to pay the small fee necessary to constitute them mem­
bers of the Association, and express the hope that every teacher at­
tending shall never fail to pay his fee and receive a ticket of member­
ship.

tanner, 
” after 
J mora-

ok the

ad and A. MACALLUM. 
JOHN BREBNER. 
H. D. CAMERON.mem-

Mr. Scarlett presented the report of the Committee on the ap­
pointment of office-bearers. The Committee recommended the follow­
ing as office-bearers for the ensuing year ■

" President, Dr. Nelles ; 1st Vice-President, Mr. R. Alexander, 
2nd Vice-President, A. McMurchy, M.A. : 3rd Vice-President, 
Mr. W. Watson p-4ÂVice-President, J. B. Dixon, M.A. ; 6th Vice- 
President, Mr. J. R. MiBer ; 6th Vice-President, Mr. D. H. Cameron ; 
Recording Secretary, Mr. Jas. Hodgins ; Corresponding Secretary, D. 
Ormiston B.A. ; Treasurer, Mr. Samuel McAllister ; Delegate to New 
York Teachers’ Association, A. Macallum, M.A. ; Councillors, Messrs. 
Scarlett, Archibald, M’Clure, Stranchan and Johnston.

, Mr. Macallum, seconded by Mr. Watson, moved, “ That this As­
sociation re-affirms its resolution of last year, to secure an Act of Incor­
poration, and that in the changes which may take place under the 
provisions of the New School Sill, would respectfully, claim having 
secured an Act of Incorparation, the nomination of one member of the 
Council of Public Instruction, who shall continue in office not longer 
than five years.” Carried.

Moved by Mr. Miller, seconded by Mr. R. Alexander, “That this 
Association regrets that on account of ill health Mr. Wm. Anderson, 
Treasurer of the Asspciation, has been compelled to leave the profes­
sion, and the Convention being mindful of his continuous and unwearied 
exertions in behalf of the welfare of the Association since its earliest 
infancy, hereby express their warmest wishes for his prosperity and 
success in the new field of labour into which he has entered. And fur­
ther, in appreciation of his valuable services in connection with this 
Association, that he be elected an Honarary Member, with the hope 
that we shall still have the benefit of his Councils at our meetings.” 
Carried.

th the 
an;R, 
i Com­
mit be

opted,

ts beg 
ms of 
d the

after

es for

)
i
i

i

The Convention then adjourned till 2 o’clock p. m.
Seventh Session—(Afternoon), Third Day.—The President in the

Chair.
The discussion of the proposed Common School Bill was taken up. 
Moved by Mr. Miller, seconded by Mr. Brebner, “ That Section
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The Reports of the following Delegates were then heard 

Mr. E. Scarlett...,
11 J. R. Miller.
“ W, G. Smith.

* McLellan......
“ Watson..........
“ Brebner.........
“ Cameron.........
“ Si

Northumberland. 
•Thames.
•Brock.
.Oxford.
•W. York.
•Lamb ton,
•Huron.
Hamilton.
Prince Edward.
W. Northumberland. 
Peterborough.
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SEEESEESàEs •
rates.” Carried. ,
Board in Toronto.” Carried. . >

The minutes of tlie third day having been read, it was moved by 
Mr, Archibald, seconded by Mr. McMurchy, that the minutes just 

read be adopted.” Carried.
The Convention then adjourned.
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Secretarlj.

THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS.

Ladies and Gentlemen : .
I shall occupy the time allowed me this evening m offering 

observations for our encouragement and guidance as teachers. 
And first of all let me say it is of importance that we wel!

of our calling We cannot be too deeply impressed with the beauty,
dipüty^nd'vàlueof the Teacher’s work. In every profession thegrea^
secret of success is an enthusiastic concentration of effort. Nor has

fiîjSSfflK

“ With scanty grace from nature’s hand 
And none from that of art.”
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, this theory of indulgences to those other deacons who manage the 
temporalities of our common schools. The children of the 
sometimes untidy in their persons, coarse m them manners, and mther 
dull at learning or quick at mischief, or perhaps both the one and th
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It ia the glory of our age, and especially of this land, that educa- ^ 
tional advantages are widely diffused. In eminent examples of mental

7Z KESKBWBJK SESaMES.
at large, stretching its impartial hand to those who among the most 
highly oultiyated nations of antiquity would have groaned in ignorance 

• and bondage. The light whiclvonce illumined only the mountain 
peaks now floods the plains, and finds its way mto the valleys.
Under this diffusion of light the noxious vapours are scattered : the 
ghosts troop home to church yards ; witches, hobgoblins and a 
thousand “ gloomy spectres of the brain,” with a thousand physical 
evils are driven away. What a famous monarch once prayed for,
“that every peasant might have a fowl in his pot, has become a 
reality, at least in America ; and what is more, every peasant has or 
may have his newspaper and his Bible, with the Common School and 
Sunday School for his children. Here, at least^have the^unj- 
work of n

brotherhood of man. Like the preacher of the gospel he has become 
the friend of the poor, the liberator of the slave, the solace of the 
weary, and the instrument of a new social order. The love of freedom 
was not less strong in ancient times, but the conditions of freedom 
the school room and the «printing press—these were wanting, Men 
died for liberty, yet liberty died also. They could repel external 
aggression, but could not resist internal dissolution. An army o 
schoolmasters is found to be better than an army of soldiers. We 
eulogise Christianity as the last, best gift of heaven ; and We dowell. 
Butone of the chief peculiarities of Christianity is that it begins and 
advances only by means of popular instruction. The old pagan reunions 
amused the people with shows and corrupted them by superstitions ; 
Christianity comes to them with a revelation of truth, and by her 
never-ceasing appeals to the understanding and conscience compels 

ry system of worship to make good its claims as a reasonable ser­
vice.” She alone of all religions demands and creates the school 
master : she alone does not fear him when he appears. Tins appeal 
to the court of reason in matters of faith is not indeed without its perils 
—all progress is full of peril—and the drift of much of modern thought 
is well calculated to give perplexity and alarm, to serious minds, the 
age is calling with a cry of anguish for the man who shall speak the 
word of reconciliation” to the warring forces of the Church and the 
School The voices of a thousand would-be peace makers do but add 
to the clamor of the strife. Yet no one whose opinion is worth having 
imagines that peace shall come by the slumber or slavery of the mteUwt.
Nay, rather let us hope that as the continued exercise of political fj»e- 
dom is the best security for political order, so the exercise of thought 
and the universal diffusion of knowledge will eventually bring only 
greater honour and stability to the true religion.

We shall, I think, do well to cherish a strong faith in the imp 
ability of educational methods. It was said by Dr. Johnson that ‘ edu­
cation was as well understood in his day as it would ever be. With
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14 the president’s address.

“Hollowcreed and ceremonial 
From which the ancient life has fled;”

all deference to

eeSI^ISüIÜ
tim£htt tofi8ht their battie wrth this “ Old King Clog,” the god of the 
B*he,a,Tratlt,°US aod the lazy- Nevertheless “Kin£joo,”as 
Mackay calls him, generally wins the battle at last

“ ¥?nS Cl°o was a mighty monarch,
He sat on his lofty seat,

With his golden crown, and his ermine down, 
And his courtiers at hip feet.

His power seemed firm as the mountains— 
Inert, but strong was he ;

And he ruled the land with a heavy hand 
And a placid tyranny.

And whenever a boon was asked him,
He stared with a calm amaze,

And said, ‘ Ye foolish people,
Ye must stand on the ancient ways.*

“ And he folded his arms on his bosom, 
And slept and never heard 

The measured beat of the trampling feet, 
.And the oft repeated word 

That came from the solemn conclave 
Of the people, met to plan 

Soome better laws, to aid the 
Of the happiness of man :

Nor the voices loud resounding,
Like waves upon the shore,

That proclaimed to the listening nations 
That Clog should rule no more.

“ But Jog, the next successor,
Who understood his time,

Stepp'd on the throne,—‘ Father, begone ;
" o linger is a crime.

Go to thy bed and slumber,
And leave the world to me ;

Ihy mission’s done ; thy race is run—
I m ruler of the free.’

So Clog retired obedsent,
And Joe, his son, was crown’d,

We hope he’ll govern better ;—
And so the world goes round.”

1
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Locke’» treatise on education yesterday,” said Miss Mahetablo, “ it 
strikes me there are many good ideas in it. Well, one live child 
rmta all your treatises to rout,” said my grandmother. There am t 
any two chüdren aUke ; and what works with one won t work with 
another. Fplks have just got to open their eyes, and look and see 
what the hol'd meant when he put the child together, if they can, Mid 
not stand to his way.” We loam from the biography of Prescott that 
he could never get pp his Euclid except by committing to memory tile 
words of the hook, a form of recitation from which his professor 
thought it as well to excuse him. How far these peculiarities are to 
be humoured is indeed a nice question ; but this is no reas°n why we 
should wholly ignore them. The parent will sometimes ask a teacher,
“ Wliat shaU 1 make of my boy 1” After some three or years 

a master of a Grammar School, or a College professor, 
should have something more than a random reply to such a question 
Such is the diversity of human pursuits that thdre m room for the 
widest diversity of taste and talent, and the success of life is often 
marred by the stupidity of those who, determining to make,m»them- 
ticians out of Prescotts, deprive the world of much fine literature or 
otiier valuable products, and add nothing to the progress of mathema­
tics Education is a preparation for life, and the most useful lives 
those which concentrate a man’s powers mainly in one direction, and 
that according to the star under which he was born.

StSBStiSr ÎLSlLtSSA
sciousness;” There should be in every school a latent ccmsciousnero of 
the rod, and this will need occasionally to be developed, and."1 ?* 
were brought to the surface by a vigorous application, of the rod to 
some’ daring offender who may be taken as a kind of representative 

Buttlie best teacher is one who secures good order and progress

Ready Beliefor other nostrmnsof the day. That dull boy must be flog- 

tardiness may have been the fault of his parents. That equivocating boy

adagewamsus not toflogwhen angry ; butthe fact is that the presenceof
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quickly and skillfully as possible to their better nature. Fear at best is 
only an instrument ; but the love of knowledge, self respect, respect for 
cac or and parent, the love of excellence, the sense of right, these are 

not only higher instruments but ends ih themselves. To appeal to them 
is to evoke them, to establish them as living forces of the soul The 
worst thing a teacher can dois to lose faith in children, and’to let 
them see that he has lost faith in them. By despairing of them, we 
teach them to despair of themselves. Let us rather cultivate an in­
vincible trust, and by that trust enkindle hope and aspiration. How 
much better to praise a child for his merits than to scold him for his 
iu.l ' “ 18 sal“ prince of educators, the great Dr. Arnold
that he never seemed to doubt a boys veracity, and that for this reason 
no boy ever told him a he. Hot unfrequently the surest way to reclaim 
a vicious boy « to give him an errand or office of trust. Here lies the 
great test of the teacher’s skill, in this discovery and development of 
the dormant capacity of children for higher and better things. The 
instrument that hes dumb or yields only sounds of discord in the hands 
of the tyro will pour out floods of melody under the touch of a master 
The general on the field of battle speaks not to the soldier of his six- 
pence a day, or of the lash, but of honour, of country, of fame, of duty ■ 
speaks to him as a man and he becomes one. Thus the most grovelling 
natures are foimd to have within them the slumbering instincts of 
heroism. The greatest teachere, like the greatest Commanders, have 
the power to enkindle this enthusiasm. The time will come when we 
snail hear no more of irreclaimable children, or even of irreclaimable 
men Experience has shown that man hardened by long years of vice 
may be reached and restored to virtue—restored not by every untu­
tored or haU-hearted meddler, but by the man of large sympathy and 
special aptitude for the work. As the prophet, stretching himself upon 
the widow s child, called back the flush of health and the power of 
thought, so there is a way by winch life may be awakened in torpid

training of the intellect, he would still need to remember that intellect 
18 nevf alone, but sends its roots down into the heart, that underly- 
mg soil of sentiment which needs to be stirred and enriched by a wise 
tührçe ere the better fruits of thought can be made to grow. Especially 
” îhe ™,oral and religious sentiments will we find influence to quicken 

and guide, which we shall seek elsewhere in vain. Other impulses,
’ V' aft6r aU’ but fitM 8nd Partial; it is 

S !TJrVWayS th° T1/8 a aovereign, administering a wise and

true vulture and render the character well rounded and complete.
‘r^t^nÆawgiver 1 yet th°u dost wear 
IneGodhe benignant grace : „

-Nor know we anything so fair
As is the smile upon thy face ; >
Flowers laugh before thee on their beds,
And fragrance in thv footing treads ;
Thou dost preserve the stars from wrong ;
And the most ancient heavens, through Thee, are fresh and strong.”
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of The ouestion I shall endeavour to answer in the limita of this 

paper is-‘‘ How shall we teach good reading !" The popular view of 
the term ‘1 cood reading ” is correct, as far aa it goes. By that term is
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school teather.

w?throodsneatiw The thoughts recorded invisible language have 
^ been aubjected to any new law which require them to be uttered 
, „ different style from the oral delivery of unwritten thought, and no 

-gads well who simply pronounces words with unexceptionable 
mrrectne» “The reader must be to his hearers, in every sense 
correctness. der ” The calmest aud most philosophi-
cahsubiect must be read with the inflexion, the modulation and earnest-
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20 EXPRESSIVE READING, ETC.

rectly, it has been with a view to such reading that the Council of Pub­
lic Instruction in this Province has sanctioned the introduction of 
those excellent selections of oratorical and poetical readings contained 
in the new book of lessons now used in our public schools. The terror 
that fills the soul of Belshazzar, when he beholds the fiery writing on the 
wall, and the sublime courage of the prophet of God when, with in­
spired tongue, he interprets the dread mystery ; the insatiable hatred 
of Shy lock, thirsting for the blood of Antonio, in the famous trial scene, 
and the heavenly grace of Portia as she enforces the attributes of 
mercy; the Defence of the Bridge by “the dauntless three;” Clarence 
depicting the awful dream that “filled the time with dismal terror”; or 
Mark Antony with masterly power and consummate skill turning the 
tide of popular fury against the murderers of Cæsar—these and other 
selections of equal beauty and dramatic force must be read with drama­
tic effect, if you would delight and cultivate the imaginative faculty in 
your pupils, and realize to them the truth and beauty of these crea­
tions of human genius. For this analysis of dramatic character and 
poetic thought, so necessary to expressive reading, cannot fail to 
develop a taste for the higher productions of literature, a quicker ap­
prehension of their import, and. a deeper sympathy for all that is good, 
and noble, and lovely in life. Especially in our common schools where, 
if not the highest learning is to be acquired, assuredly the highest moral 
good is to be accomplished, is this culture demanded. There do we 
have the children of the toilers whose after life will be probably spent 

' in the drudgery and dull routine of material labour. To them the 
creations of poetry and fiction will bring solace and hope and strength ; 
while their delivery with dramatic effect by the gifted readers will afford 
such elevated entertainment in the public hall or the domestic circle as 
will counteract the dangerous fascinations of the theatre and the music 
saloon.
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The reform in our teaching must commence with our first reading 

lessons. The first exercises in, this department are purely mechanical, 
and aim at securing that sonorous vocalization and distinct and finished 
articulation which, in a multitude of other words, would allow every 
single word to be instantly understood. We now begin our first read­
ing lesson by teaching our pupils to name the letters of the alphabet, 
and when this weary task, the first painful ordeal of school experience 
has been accomplished, we still cling to the same method to the end of 
the chapter. Every mis-pronounced or difficult word must be spelled 
by naming each letter. I have no intention to put myself in antagon­
ism with orthodox systems. I only suggest improvement with existing 
materials. Cotemporary then, with these first exercises, let the 
teacher practice the scholar in the various sounds which these letters 
assume in the combination of words. The arrangement of the gram­
marians must, in such exercises, be superseded by a more philosophi­
cal system, and I know of none better for the end in view than that 
suggested by Dr. Rush in his eloquent and exhaustive treatise on the 
“Philosophy of the Human Voice,” (see table.) These sounds must 
be uttered, with the person erect, the lungs regularly inflated—the pu­
pil taking a full breath between the utterance of each sound, a habit
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which is of the utmoat importancc to secure fuU and pute tonC j as ^well
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i
imperfect and stammering articulations, and in the higher classes, 
with all the conditions bad habits have left us, and which we must 
now accept, I recommend the following practice suggested in an 
excellent work on the cultivation of the speaking voice, by James 
E. Murdoch, a distinguished public reciter : “ 
of a line or sentence so as to prevent the possibility of reading 
negligently. Then, 1st—Articulate and sound every clement in every 
word separately and very distinctly, throughout the sentence. 
Enunciate every syllable of each word in the same clearly and dis­
tinctly. 3rd. Pronounce every word in the same style. Them read 
the whole passage in the natural order with the strictest regard to 
exactness in the elements.” Mr. Murdoch adds, that the habits of 
classes of young readers have, in a few weeks, been effectually changed 
from slovenliness and indistinctness to perfect precision and propriety ; 
while to adults the exercise is recommended as most successful in 
reeling the erroneous habits of early and social education.
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The best condition of voice will give the best effect to all reading 
exercises. Modulation, force and pitch of voice are as essential to 
good reading as to good singing. The reader whose utterance is per­
fect but whose voice cannot be attuned like a sweet instrument, to give 
expression by its modulations and purity of tone to the thoughts which 
it utters, may satisfy the popular view and make himself heard ; but will 
utterly fail in the higher qualities by which good reading is made to 
interpret the sense of an author, to realize the passion embodied in 
words by imitative tones, and to charm the ear and to captivate the 
mind of the listener. The majority of human voices are poor, miser­
able, harsh-sounding affairs,—not because nature has made clear, sonor­
ous tones the privilege of the few, but because in home and school 
training we neglect to cultivate our natural endowments. We have all 
the gifts of sound and musical tone bom with us, did we but culti­
vate them. But the material utilitarianism of the age discourages the 
ornamental and purely beautiful in our nature. The speaking tones 
in trade and business and the conflicts of life, when the principle of 
selfishness sways the heart, are harsh, husky and discordant ; but 
when the nobler emotions of our nature overbear the selfishness of tho 
shop and the bitterness of partizanship, then the tones of the mother, 
and the friend, and the lover, are rich in tenderest music, and the zeal 
of the patriot and the fervency of the devotee swell into organ-like 
petds.

Now the culture of tho speaking voice lies in the province of the 
teacher of reading, and the nearer the voice approaches music, without 
singing, tho further is it from harsh and discordant sounds, and the 
nearer it is to tho truthful expression of thought and feeling. Nothing 
can be more monotonous and unmusical than tho first sounds which 
strike on tho ear of childhood in the wearisome drone of a, b ab, e, b 
eb, o, b ob, repetitions. The voice of childhood, so clear and flexible, 
and musical in its tones of joy and cheerfulness and trust, is instantly 

.checked and afterwards for years drilled into discordant sing-song 
monotone. Practice in expressive inflections should begin with ti#e 
a'phabet. The vowel sounds constitute the organs of speech musw.
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It is by their” aid that modulation and expression and emphasis, and 
all tones of thought and passion can be sounded. Let a gamut, ascend 
hur Jd descending at C an octave be placed before the class, and 
vowels sounds be associated with its notations. Let the pupils with 
inflated lungs strike the lowest note with the vowel ah, commenc g 
with the utmost softness, gradually augmenting the force and swelh g A 
the centre then diminishing to the degree of force with whicn tno

tone added to them.
The practice of vocalization on the musical scale brings us to an-

sHssre SflSJsswciagSS
SU’SSfCKa “tX
and permanency to the corruption ; and so thoroughly successful 

V h™a rising or a falling one. Yet no reading can be good, where the

„ood readme and speaking : but emphasis does not consist alone, as

interprets written thought by vocal tones that he fails, and the wan 
cd^vocal culture appears!^ It Is the absence of this natural and cor- 
rect modulation that makes written speeches and sermons so objection- 
ImI -nie Witten production oughtto be superior to what is caUod

rz?EEi5H»^Eri5Bf.iîii
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The remedy again is simple, and, as in all other instances of de­
fective speech, it must begin with childhood, and be systematically 
pursued through every division of the school. The inflections of the 
speaking voice differ from the tones of singing. Both ascend and 
descend ; but the singing voice proceeds by discrete or separate notes, 
while the speaking movement is concrete ; the inflections being continu­
ous. The reading teacher, however, 1ms an advantage over the music 
teacher ; for the concrete inflections are natural and the child enters 
the school with an organ beautifully attuned and a natural instinct by 
which he inflects with the utmost correctness and compass. Preserve 
your natural advantages then, and work with them. Let the pupils be 
constantly exercised on the vowel elements in rising, falling and cir­
cumflex inflections. Let the inflections vary from ditones and tritones, 
which are usual in common speech and merely didactic subjects, to the 
widest compass of their voices by which earnestness and passion are 
expressed. The practice commencing on vowels and syllables must be 
continued in words and sentences, and finally applied to the reading of 
profound and logical reasoning and ' the highest and most passionate 
conceptions of poetic genius. The ear and judgment of the pupil 
should be tutored to acuteness of perception in distinguishing not only 
a rising from a falling inflection, but the range of these inflections, so 
that, as in music, he can instantaneously strike a ditone, a tritone, a fifth 
or an octave. The slightest knowledge of music will suffice to make the 
teacher who is not a musician expert in this exercise, and its frequent 
practice cannot fail to develop the musical faculty. I may briefy state 
and explain here that the most common inflections arc ditones and tri­
tones ; that in emphasis they Vary from thirds to octaves ; that in com­
mon conversation or reading the rising inflection predominates ; that 
this inflection may be called the current line of melody ; afid that when 
the emphasis is to fall it ascends above this current line, that it may 
have fuller scope for intensity ; and that when it rises it must begin by 
falling below the line of melody that it may not vanish in a scream.
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In closing this department of my subject, I would suggest that 
whenever the season allows, the exercises in vocal gymnastics might be 
practised with great advantage out of doors. They cannot fail to have 
the best effect on health. Universally practised, our future readers 
and orators would have, full, vigorous and healthy lungs. Clerical sore 
throats—which often also affect the teacher, who has to talk a great 
deal more than the clergyman—would disappear, and clergymen and 
teachers would be distinguished for manly, vigorous and clear tones. 
It is not over-exertion, but wrung exertion that induces these profes­
sional complaints ; for actors, who probably have to tax their voices 
more than any other class of men, rarely ever suffer from this disease. 
Daily practice on the method suggested would prevent all tendency to 
such ailments, and secure to all that musical purity and power of voice 
which are now supposed to be special gifts of nature.

I might almost close my paper here. The most essential quality 
in good reading is the physical power of execution, and this vocal cul­
ture secures to the student such physical culture. The intellectual 
departments of good reading must depend on the judgment, the taste,
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of thought and passion involved in the original works. I am disposed, 
however, to think that if any teacher were to plead ignorance of the 
delightful literature of his native language—however learned in the 
literature of other lands and ages—the appropriate answer would be 
that which the mother of the accomplished scholar Sir William Jones 
was in the habit of giving her son, when he put his questions to her : 
“ Read and you will know.” Read those precious creations of genius 
and the mist and the darkness will pass away, and the glorious light 
will break forth Mid the knowledge will come, and with the knowledge 
will grow the taste, and delight, and strength with which the concep­
tions of genius ever reward those who drink deep enough from the 
hallowed fountains.

Finally, it may be objected to this kind of training, that it is too 
ambitious and aims far higher than the purposes of especially 
school education. My reply is, that it is the education of the mother 
tongue I advocate, and that you shall give to its culture that finish and 
preparation for the future of life which you bestow upon penmanship and 
arithmetic, for example. But this culture has a special claim. In the 
common scho’ol our English tongue is the only language taught, and in 
after life it is to be the language of the people. Whatever may be the 
necessities of certain professions and more fortunate classes, thejuni- 
versal language of the common people is the language whose highest 
degree of culture I claim. It is the language of home, of labour, of the 
mart of commerce, of the councils of the nation, and of the holy min­
istrations of religion. The sentiments of the tenderest affection, the 
appeals of the loftiest patriotism, the invocations of heart-felt prayer, 
the songs of praise and the lessons of wisdom and truth shall be uttered 
in its sonorous and expressive words. We have a noble literature, 
embracing all that is great in philosophy, history, eloquence and poetry 
of which the great body of the people are ignorant, and whose influence 
for their elevation has scarcely yet begun. I believe that good reading 
will be found to be one of the most effective means of advancing that 
influence. A good reader will throw light, and life, and beauty into 
passages that, from frequent repetition and cold, inexpressive delivery, 
appeared to have lost all interest, and the gifted actor has often real­
ized the marvelous power and beauty of the conceptions of Shakspeare 
better than all the tribe of critics and commentators. Now, I wish to 
send out of our public schools, of every grade, good readers ; such as 
may, by the intonation of the voice, the witchery of the eye and the 
mastery of conception delight, not the audiences of the theatre, but 
the family and the social circle, and instruct and elevate the congrega­
tions of the church. You know not what high office you are preparing 
your pupils , to fill—for in the school-room as in the household—men 
have sometimes unawares entertained angels. It is admitted that the 
reading and the delivery of the ministers of religion are defective and 
injurious to the exercise of their high functions. The reform is not to 
be accomplished in theological halls, when bad habits have been deeply 
formed and other studies occupy the mind. The remedy must begin 
iii the humbler sphere of the Common and Grammar Schools of the 
country ; and systematically pursued on a scientific basis, its fruits will
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l the NUMERICAL NOTATION OF ENGLISH VOWELS OR TONICS. 

, Elements.
. (From Bell’s Principles of Speech.)
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Compound Sounds.
7-1,1-slo ; 7-13, Ow-1; 10-1, OW-

Sub-Tonics Elements.
9. G in Gog.

10. V “ Viv.
11. Z “ Zuz.
12. Z “ A-z-uro.
13. Y “ Ye.
14. W “ Wow. 
lb! TH “ THen. 
16. J “ JuJ.

1. L in Loll.
2. M “ Mum.
3. N “ Nun.
4. R “ Row. 
6, R “ roR.

ietry
ence
ding
that

6. Ng“ siNG.
7. R “ Bab.
8. D “ Did.

into

rer7> 
real-

.

earc WHI6PER Sounds.Atonic Elements—Equivalent to
6. S or C soft in Sis.

“ “ Ha.
“ “ THin.
“ “ SHnsli.
« “ CHurch.

h to
:h as P in Pop. 

T “ Tat. 0. H
7. TH
8. SH
9. CH

the
but Kik.K
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