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FOREWORD
This is the book of a nobody—of the obscurest of
mere laymen. It has no weight of scholastic or
ecclesiastical fame behind it. Yet such as it is it is
honest. It is the attempt of a layman-perha'ps of
a heretic-to think clearly. He is not concerned to
temper the wind (of criticism) to the shorn lamb "

nor anxious to " reassure " anyone. He is not a
Superior Person, and does not itch to " enlighten

"

the old-fashioned with " the new knowledgr " This
book claims neither to be " a contribution to scholar-
ship, nor " apologetic." The writer has tried to set
down what he believes a great many people think—
people who are not very much enamoured of ecclesi-
astical controversy, or of patristic theology, or of
sung matins at eleven, nor yet, perhaps, of high mass
at twelve, who put but little confidence in bishops or
university professors, and have little respect for
dogmas which seem to be at variance with facts as
far as they know them ; and yet feol that in Jesus
Christ and in His Church, and at the qu-et service
on a Sunday morning early, there is power and love
and life of which they are in sore need.

If it helps anyone to think their thoughts more
articulately; ,f it gives to anyone the expression
however Inadequate, of something that they to<^



' FOREWORD
have known, but have not had time or knowledge towork out, it will have done its work
To the laity of the Church of England, to aU who

in shops and factories and barrack-rooms and messesand coUeges and hospitals and ships, and wherever
else men are gathered together, are trying to fight the
battle of Christ with the poorest of eVu^ent. tWbooK IS dedicated in loving fellowship.

7TH BATFALION RIFLE BRIGADE,
OUDENARDE BARRACKS,

ALDERSHOT.

October, 1914,
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PART I

JESUS OF NAZARETH: HIS LIFE AND WORK

I





:

CHAPTER I

THE Birth of the Lord Jesus and His Growth

l^ui
^°'^ >sus was once a small baby. Like otherbabies He could not talk, or reason, or even walkAs a baby. He had neither knowledge nor prwrrHe was ignorant of history, of nature anrfnF?r

logy. He was ignorant of Himself
'' "'** °* *''""

He looked around Him and touched thines H.

£.^s£a.rs-s.HSri

Hi. mtad we,,, „r?roSf "" I""*"' "'"' ""



i6 THE LORD OF ALL GOOD LIFE

was the thing that all through His life set Him apart.
It was His love for God. To Him God seem^ so
real, so near. He thought about Him constantly,tvaythmg remmded Him of God—the flowers the

f'^fi,f!;°*',"^-."Pu'",
***" ^^^'^^- the vines bringing

forth theu- fruit the love of home. He thought aboutGod as His Father-perhaps He was told that Josephwas not His father-and it seemed the most impor-
tant thing m life to "beabout His Father's business

"
It was not difficult to Him to be good. The itreat-
ness and goodness of God so filled His mind with
happmess that it made Him naturally humble
loving, and self-forgetful.

""^'luie,

"^«* °t^er people seemed to find it so hard to be
good. They found it so hard to feel the reality of
tK)d. They were continually made miserable by fits
of anger, fancied slights, disappointed hopes. It wasgradu^y borne in on Jesus that in this respect Hewa^ different to other men. This gave HimVsense
of destmy. It did not make Him proud, but ratherhumble and tender-humble be-ause God had
smgled Him out for this great happiness, and tender

M He**
^ "°* received the same gift

No doubt He could be terribly angry at a mean
cowardly, or brutal action ; but HisvTas white anger'
not red. His anger was against the deed, and notagamst the doer, and it was never on His own account
bo He grew up, in favour with God and man acommon village boy, and yet a boy apart ; loved

and yet a little feared too, because He was not quite
understood. On the whole, probably the people of
Nazareth were rather relieved than otherwise whenHe and His mother moved to Capernaum, leavine
only His married sisters behind at Nazareth



THE BIRTH OF JESUS AND HIS GROWTH i;

Capernaum was a fishing town on the shore of the

^^? II

^^-
-I**"'

•°°» ""ade friends there.
especiaUy among the fishermen. One of these wa

lo^H H™°" -.K^"'
.*''°"6h he was older than Jesus.

Ixprls * '°^* "*** ^^ "^P'y «=°"ld "°t

w« l!i S° **^ S"* *° J*""* °' t*** ^"^J' that Hewas to do, and He went on with His ordinary workas a carpenter, watchmg and praying so as to beready when His caU should come. « *° *' '° '^
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CHAPTER II

The Coming of the Kingdom

At that time all good Jews were looking forward to
the coming of the kingdom of God. It might be lone
in coming, but they were certain that sooner or later
It would arrive

; and it was this certainty that
enabled them to go on being faithful to their relieion
The position of the Jews was this :

1. They believed that they alone of all the nations
on the earth worshipped the true God.

2. For centuries they had been oppressed and per-
secuted by heathen nations.
Over and over again they had been conquered

their holy temple spoiled, their treasures taken from
them Persians, Greeks, Egyptians, Syrians had
been their masters, and their God had been openly
defied and derided by the worshippers of idols Only
once had He delivered them, and that was about
150 years ago, when Antiochus Epiphanes, king of
byria, had tried to extirpate their religion. Then
mdeed, God had raised up deliverers in the persons
of the Maccabean brothers, and their phenomenal
success had kmdled the hope that the kingdom of
God was not far distant. But now they were a sub-
ject nation again, with a Roman governor in Jerusa-
lem. •'

Obviously, this sort of thing could not go on for
ever. In the end God must vindicate His honour,
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THE COMING OK .aE KINGDOM i,

reward the Jews for their fidelity and ouni«h !•.
heathen for their blasphemies. S.o^r o? latS tLkingdom of God must come, when His ^vereknfvwould be established through all the worW An^ nthat kmgdom the faithful Jews should receivf^el?honour and comfort, but the apostates and Watphemers should suffer terrible things

'^^ '""*

.

It was to the writings of the prophets that thepious Jews turned when they wanted to fold ou?what sort of a kmgdom it would be, and whaTw.Sd
nronh'.""*""''

°* '** '=°"''"e- T^is Study of theprophets seems to have resulted in the exDectationthat first of all Elijah would return to eTthSwarn men to prepare. Then a descendanrof ffiSgDavid would arise, to be known as the ChrTst(anointed one) or Messiah. He would begi^ the d s-

Srthi h'"'
'^'^*'^?- ^''^^"y' therf would te

TnT..,
the heaven and on the earth, the heathenand the apostates be destroyed by a series of natmScatastrophes, and the faithful dead rise from ^eSgraves to share m the joy of the kingdom.

tt-obably, opinions varied a good deal a^ tn th«
exact manner in which the kingdom would comeSome ^m to have thought that it Juld be p"

:ceded by a great war in which the J ws wouldconquer the world. Others, perhaps exDe^telGoHHunself to descend from HeLn. '^

At t'Le tt^olthe last Jewish revolt in a.d. 132, a man called B^
and E:^ I!!

*'°"^'^* "^y T^y^- ^- the MessS
wfl II-

"'^' expected God to intervene lustwhen thmgs were at their worst. But whatever
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diflerences of opinion there may have been it Uc«tam that aU good Jews expected that^k.* o?
later by force of arms or natural catastrophe, the
kwgdorn of God would come, and that it. wmingwas to be the crownmg event of aU the history of the

Jesus also looked Hr the cnming of the kingdom
though, as He had diherent ideas about God tcTthosJ

KM "*,""• "*.* expectation of the kingdom was
probably also unique in many features.
Suddenly a prophet arose, John the Baptist. He

appeared on the banks of the Jordan with the
starthng message that the kingdom was close at
hand, and that he was sent to prepare men for it



CHAPTER in
Thi Call of Jesus to be thh Christ

John the Baptist proclaimed the coming of a king-dom which should be preceded by judgment. One
was to come after him, whose shoe he was not worthy
to loose, whose task it would be to purge the nation
ot aU apostates and hypocrites, and to gather to-
gether all true Israelites to share in the glories of the
kmgdom. His own ' jrk was simply to warn men to
repent of their sins, so that when the Christ should
come they would be included with the faithful and
not cast out with the faithless. As a sign of repent-
ance on theu: part, and as a symbol of the cleansing
which was necessary before they would be fit to
receive the kingdom, John baptized his discioles in
the river Jordan.
There was tremendous excitement at John's

preaching. He seemed like one of the old prophets
come to life. The absence of any personal claim, and
the msistence on the necessity of moral reformation
stamped him as one of their line. Crowds went to
hear him, and to be baptized by him.
Among others, Jesus and some of His friends went

Jesus had long felt that till people could know and
love God, and give up their sins, there could be no
kingdom of God on earth. He had long realized that
though there were plenty of people who professed to
bfi religious, and wcut regularly to the synagogue on
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hate^th. I
'

f^"*^
*° Jerusalem for the feasts whoS and iS^ft^"''

^'"-rit-"« as the enemi^ o?

the law l?/i
^^^ ^P*?*^*^ J^^« who disregarded

£^l?b?trid.?rh^^
^^^^^^ He

w. errtr^-i^?„'''
at one with all these people

wh 5 Totted v''
"''"•'^ J^''" ^°^ baptilm si

rigifeoL':^r?orr•with^HTb^^'^.^
^'^^ ^"

NOTE

I



CHAPTER IV

How THE Lord Jesus was Tempted

At His baptism, Jesus underwent a wonderful and,
in some ways, a terrifying experience. As when a
man is suddenly " converted " lie sees everything in
a new light, and understands in a moment what has
hitherto been perplexing and mysterious, so it was
with Jesus. That sense of destiny, that difference
between Himself and other men which had hitherto
been an unexplained mystery, were suddenly ex-
plained. He was good because He was God's Son,
and in order that He might impart to other men the
love and knowledge of His Father which He alone
possessed. He was the Christ, the destined reconciler
of men with God, the anointed founder of God's
kingdom on earth. Moreover, He felt that at the
moment of His baptism He had been given the power
to accomplish His work. He felt that the Holy Spirit
of God had descended upon Him, and anointed Him
with power and wisdom and love, that He might
worthily obey His call.

He did not hesitate, He trusted the call, and
immediately withdrew to the desert to think out His
plans in the presence of God alone. Forty days He
spent in the desert, fasting, praying, trying to foresee
the dangers He would have to meet, and to under-
stand how best to use the powers that God had given
Him for the task that God had set Him.

i:* i
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tion to set a limh on ffis Mii P'°P^X*'' the tempta-

came to Him in three forms
^^ temptation

He'^aSest'ofrdfCtSr "^"^ *''**

was over, was He sur*.
fw„**"the excitement

Himself?' After !llffis*Si?!d^°°* ^?^«'^«<^
Perhaps he had been abiormi,,'^ ^, sub ective.

He not to be sore 4fore H?m"j Tk'^*"^
"?' Ought

an assumption ^S'^:,Zftobl^T''''''i-was not true ? Beside if ;*
blasphemy if it

fail miserably WhftV!
were untrue He would

gave up nZd^yllTueZ'^^ ""
't' " «"

live ?
^ *^°'^'^ He would even be able to

of God'?' SS^tReSer "-" *^°" ^ ^«
these stones be made bread^'^' *=°"™^«1 that

orSt" SlSiSbLT?*^*^^ ^°*^ h-d caUed Him
know thatTorwSfiCT>'°°";.?^*°'^'^

tmSd^cS fco^Te^r'^JcarVe*"- "e
of His office in the world h,^"'^'!*^

the revek^^^^

humility, u ..as noTH^'nJf T* ^^^^troyed His
going toseekinThefolto??h!'v'^ '}''' ""^ ^^
not in blasphemous i^f.^5 "»« kmgdom. It was
to set about ffiswor1^.^'t?f'?'T

that He was going
willed, in hunKer^nd nn^ *'" ^'^"'"'^J'' *"<^ "God
God. He b^STt % fSl\i^'Tl **•= ^° °'

that with a son's obedi^nr/ 5^* ^^^^ "^^nt was
fidence, He would^lbout' nf^'^ ".

'°"''' <=°''-

He would trust GodlnthT^m^^ro^HTcS
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" Maa does not live by bread alone, but by evervword that proceedeth out of the mouth ofG^d"My meat is to do the will of Him that sent me."
If every word that God spoke was going ^ be

a s?^"„*fn?H^'^i^^
***?* ""*^ "eht not to demand

t^ !l H"»se» ought He not to ask one for thesake of the people? How could Hf isk the Tews tobeheve that a poor carpenter was the Ch?Ut ?

temple, lookmg down upon a sea of upturned faces-devout Jews gathered in the court below for s^me
fr^* ('*'c*-

T^* ^°'^« °f the tempter wWspws^^llthou be Son of God, cast thyself down -for it swritten, He shall give His angels charJ^conceriLg
thee, and on their hands shall they bea? thee up l«thaply thou dash thy foot against a sf^e." ^'
He could picture the result. There would be amigh y shout, •• A sign I A sign from heaven I The

TW "
',Tu'

*° ^^ P*°Pl« ' J«^"* i« the Chr St 1

"
There could be no doubt. The news would fly fromvillage to village. The people would flock to^HTThe kingdom would be half won already. Moreov™where would be the harm ? He would siiZy hive

^ "^T ."'f
bounding of the kingdom.

Thou Shalt not tempt the Lord thy God "

a siL^^'u
"'^

M*''%*^!^1'*
^^'^ ^"^^ n° °««1 for such

thelact n HU
'^

'"^f-^
^'

^f-
*° ^"'^ *° demonstratetne tact m His own time and in His own way More-

by such a sign, or that needed such a sign to kindle
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in th»? *u* ^''^^l^^
*"•**«^ bad times as in good

m^t.t'^ ?' " *''•' "«''*• Not the loving faith ^atmakes the sinner turn from his sin. Not a faith thatwould have any merit or value, or that wo£ pre

tT^nf^'it
°' ''' '^'°'" "' ^°^' ** -artherat

And yet what possibilities there were in the faith

Selilf '/fr""^ '^°^'
'
With the undoubS

s1S"wl^r.°r??x*^^'^^^^«'ltl'«Maccabeef
sto™ and an It f

''P °* ?™ ^''°'» ^''^ ««'i ^d thestorm and all the forces of nature obey, where would

kin/don, n T •
*

*.u^
P"""?*^"*^ '^^^ ^''P^'^ted the

wealtHf t ""* "" *^' ^^y- ^"<^ ^''^ there not a

tTeSenl T^^^T^^^ J°
^^^ '^-^^^ ^- their

wi/rau'J^^^^"^."™'f "P°" * '''eh mountain,

Sre Him aTI"^' °^
t''"

^"^'"^ stretched ouDeioreHim. All these might be His if if Heworshipped the Spirit of evil
=>"•••" tte

What sort of kingdom was to be won with theDevJ s weapons ? Not a kingdom of God Not aSim ofT """i
""*

^
''^ Devurkingdom'

nf,Z^°? ^^^ *"^ ^'"^Ity, of the lust and pride

tt ^nSd""^ ''^ "^'^ ^-'^^-S °''««"--
°'

on;7s£t ttu:s^ *'^ ^^'^ **^y ^-^^ -'^ H-
There was no short cut to the kingdom It could

setti/nT
^y !-^that knew nofim"- inlyty

fnH h^ i.°"
H^^n^'ssion ^ poverty and humilityand boundless faith could the ChristVrsuade menthat the unseen was more real than the seen tZ

ZTJ'Z *'^
""'f L

^^^* '°^« -- moreStht'power, and more to be coveted than riches ; that the

1

i



HOW THE LORD JESUS WAS TEMPTED 27

kingdom of God was a kingdom of love and peace •

that servants were its princes, and liumility its
glory

;
that its foes were not heathen and Samaritans

I
but lust, oppression, violence, hypocrisy, meanness
and cowardice. And until men realized this, how
could the kmgdom come ?

Jesus had resolved not to assert Himself; not to
work mu-acles, either to supply His own necessity
or to convmce the sceptical; and not to attempt to
found the kmgdom of God by force of arms. He was
going to be a proph-^t and a teacher, and to trust toGod to brmg in the i . gdom, -r.'. to vindicate His
Son.
" Angels came and ministered to Him."



CHAPTER V
How THE Lord Jesus begak His Work

plajns, counted the cost, and now it wa^im^^*i?
'

to begin His real work: He th^reCS bLkToCapernaum o lay the foundations of tHlgdomFull of zea for the kingdom, and, like a goXori^
wo?k hIsIm' ^i'"^"u^ «'^ enthusfafm to theKt^ said nothmg about His being the Christ

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at h^~His plan was to teach &st thenatM the kin^^ot

wa^t*hVS^°^'^ *° '^^^^ forThSL'rZ

friels^foe-Hirs^thaftoThL^^^^^^^^^

He^Z'mnnL c-P '^'^ ?^°"e *h« shore of the lake

were asChl^^ TI ""''* ^^'^'''^*h' ^hen the people

oT?he fr^^H .^K*

*^' *y°ag°6ue to hear the readL

hJ"*f.* l^'lf
,?"*'^* *''«•« was a difficulty for somehalf-witted fellow, in whom the people ofVoi days

al
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thought there was a devil, began to cry out with a
loud voice, • What have we to do with thee, thou
Jesus of Nazareth ? Art thou come to destroy us ?
I know thee who thou art, the holy one of God "»

This was the last thing that Jesus wanted to
happen. It drew attention to His person at the
expense of His message, and so reversed the order in

J

which He "/anted the understanding of the kingdom
;:

to come. He looked at the man, and felt that He
: could cure him; so, partly out of pity, and partly

I "°J'I!P v'^
'^''^'"5 °^*- ^® rebuked him, and said

I

Hold thy peace, and come out of him." And the
!

man uttered a loud cry, underwent a sort of con-
vulsion, and returned to his right mind.
This cure caused something of a sensation, and

Jesus manner of teaching proved equally astonishing •

for whereas the scribes were accustomed merely to
comment on scripture, and to use for the most part
second-hand comments, Jesus spoke His own opinion,

„ i
" *,"."" '^'y •'', « madman, a man who had no wlf-control •

S "/'""i
•' «""=l"»'<">». no' by reasoning, but b/ a Mrt of

ThlTn;.,;^? T" ""^ ''''";' T *'''^'"" """> '"'o W. headThe IniMnct of a una man Is disciplined by hii reason and ItsarfctWation I. controlled. When w.%a«iv.\n Impresln Itimmediately .elirf upon by our mind, compared with our previous

S^lI'lT.- 1"*''««',''L.'*'
?«'""««• •"<> preconceiv^ W°a

lrflcu"lon inZuX'""^' '"J ? "" ""« *" " h" '"<:''"
articulation In thought or speech the or g nal Impression Is hardl.

.rC^'ion^h"!,')"'
<»" '"'»"> mind wa's ."Zgj.'lll

«raiS? ;»., ™iVJ ' '?,?'*1.™.!'™ got translated into Wordsstraight away, maed up with his idie fixe that he was oossessedby a devil, but otherwise unedited by the mind. And
"

?he"rmhwas out before anyone could stop It.
'"

general Idea that the man was possessed by a devil If thediagnosis of mental disease is a matter for scientific investiaation

o'h.' H°"h11;"k '^t'"^ I*".
"""» "' "'' "ntemporaHes ff it is

een'r^Bht^.^^'w'"
'^"8'°"' «"«• Je»us is more likely ,o L.

of lesuf ln,nle^r A .^^'""'j "" '''"' '"«> the personalitv
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^e^oJrtZeTJotS. o'S^ *^* '"^"-« -» over,

And wth what authority, h.! i*® **** scribes,

spirits, and they S^y'S""""""'^'^*''*^* ""<='«-"

the consistency between ffi \« h^'" "!.*'*^*""S-
the cprrespondenceZtwe"n hTs Sv"*^ "'^ "'^
conscience of His heaT^rrH?= u ^?.^^"^S and the
and His marvellous mI;"t ^"'"'^'ty and poverty.

Whence hath helhis'^Somt!!?' ^% '^ ^' '

not the carpenter ?
' AnH^^

and power ? Is he
was justified ThL was n „^°? *?' ^^* «« ^^^^
Him out. Simjly'b^what^? wi° «''^" *° P^*"*
challenged imp^rtou^h^ pa^i^n^P*'^'""'^'*^
or venomous fear

Passionate devotion

to'dSaraS^ittsuV'rT"^'^ --'^ was
though probably more cam; f T*^ "^^^ *» "im,
others healed KTmeTL-rH-'''"^"'^ °' *° ««
very evening the^^Sht ai ?^il^^P'^^^f ^hat
httle town to Him and nnrifS '"^ P*°P'« °f the
not refuse toemXyS power tfh^ ?i*y. ?V°"'''

Sd1S^t;°S L^h^-'^-^^^^^^^^
off to a desert pffiobI.i'"°™'"« "« ^^^ gone
pray. They fouSHiS,tdtrd"''A',''°'' 4 ''
thee." Jesus answered, " I^t isVo^i ^t

"^^'"^
the next towns, that I mavnr» f

°
f
^^^here into

*o this end cam; I forth^ ^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^«°
; ^



HOW JESUS BEGAN HIS WORK 31

The next cure that is recorded by St. Mark was
that ofa leper, and it is significant that Jesus strictly
charged him to say nothing to any man. He had

I

come to the conclusion that though He could not
I

refuse to do good, and to use His good gift of healing
He must do all He could to keep that side of His work
in the background, so that it should not interfere
with the preaching of the kingdom.
Unfortunately, the leper published the matter

everywhere, so that Jesus could not enter a village
open y without being besieged by sick people, and
people wanting to see cures. He had to remain in
dewrt places, to which crowds came to hear Him
u I % ',°,"*' '™^ ^*" *'''«' Jesus just travelled
about Galilee, teaching and healing. One of His
favourite ways of avoiding a crush was to enter a
fishing boat, and, putting off a little from the shore
teac' rom there. At this period He was immensely
popular, and crowds followed Him about.

I ;



CHAPTER VI
The Teaching of Jesus about the Kingdom

Why Jesus was the Christ.

Many prophets, of whom the last was Tohn fh«
Baptist, had foretold the coming of the k^^lt
yet no one had suspected them^f ^ing the S'Jesus also foretold the coming of the kfngdom but

was the' ?irU
P '/1^' *° ^^^ conclusion that Hewas tne Christ, and his enemies accuvrf Him ««

claiming that title. The reason was ?ha? wJer"« theprophets had referred to the kingdom as aToaf^ lu
remote future to which they Sed f^wLd Je ^spoke of It as something that was at once pre^nt andfuture; which could beentered bytheindivSnowand which would become the inheritance^^Zdpeople, ahve and dead, in the future. Tesus snokPnot as one that saw the kingdom afar off • but aTonewho ahready possessed it, and belonged to t Hespoke as the King's Son. This wa^s the note oforiginality in His teaching.

^

The New Birth : or how to enter the kingdom
To know and to feel the reality of God was in th^

si^" The?n^ T'^i^"" p-^-- °^ S:kingdom. The heart where God was recognized as

thlr/ 'i''
""^^ ^'["^"y ^ P^rt of the kingdom andthere the peace of the kingdom was already e^oyTd
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The ordinary man has what seemed to Jesus a vervdistorted sense of perspective. He sees the materSthmgs wh.ch pensh so very big. that he can't see G^at all. But once a man has got a true sense of dm^

spective he will realize that, if God ma1te« at d^"He matters so much that nothing else matters i" Seeast by comparison with Him. The man wh" hinkstha money, or position, or popularity, or lifeS
n° hTh ""P°f*''"<=S.- h" got his horizon so blockedup that he can t see God. Before he can see God hehas got to clear away all his prejudices and precon!ceived Ideas cherished ambitions, and axfomatte

p mup^s, which have been based on a faJtyS
lactor, even God. He has got to begin aU over apainand start to revise aU his ideas as to thTrd^iS
P°rtance of things. He has got to become stoX

J SSol'^h'' ""P^^i."di<=ed,'like a littleThiirge

l^vS ^'l^'^'^to seemed big and important is se«i

tan^irf ^^ '"lignificant
;

while the one ^utstanding feature which gives their meaning to allthe others, is God. And the faculties in himself whichhave hi herto seemed most of doubtf™ue 5appear the only ones which have any value atSThey are the faculties which link him to God- o^"
In.«Vv "l'''*^-/"'^

P'^'^y- The man who has undl":gone this transformation is a new man; he h^Senbom again. He has entered the kingdom of h^Venand possesses its peace.
"eaven.

But it is not easy to be born again. Before the

Wsw'^aTth U
'"*" *'" ^"S<'°'" •^^ ™"«t --e^^ thah.s wealth is so comparatively unimportant that heIS ready to give it all away rather thanTllow it toobscure his vision of God, and hinder him from

hi



34 THE LORD OF ALL GOOD LIFE

entering the kingdom. The man of good Bocial
position must be prepared to become the servant of
the poorest and meanest. The passionate man must
be ready to cut off his hand, pluck out his eye or
even become a eunuch rather than lose the kingdom
for the sake of indulging his passions. The Jew must
be prepared to fraternize with the Samaritan, and
the Pharisee with the publican, and on equal terms •

admitting the possibihty that they whom before he
despised and abhorred are very likely better and
nearer to God's ideal than himself. All must be
ready to give up friends, home, wealth, position, life
Itself, rather than miss entering the kingdom of
heaven.

The kingdom is like a pearl of great price, or a
treasure hid in a field, for which, when he has once
imderstood its value, a man wiU gladly barter all
that he possesses.

The New Life.

But where so many people make a mistake is that
tliey imagme that there is some virtue inherent in
giving up. This IS a most disastrous fallacy, and it
is this which has made Christianity stink among
wholesome-mmded people. Giving up for its own
sake IS a narrowing proceeding

; whereas the giving
up recommended by Jesus Christ had for its object
a fuller, freer, less restricted life. The lesser good is
only to be given up when it blocks the way for the
greater. The wealth of this world is only to bt given
up to secure the riches of eternity. A man is only to
leave home, and incur the loss of his former friends
and associates in order that he may find a new Father
in God, and new brothers and sisters and mothers
in everyone that is trying to obey God's will There
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is no virtue in self-mutilation, for a man should love
God with every faculty that he possesses ; it is only
when the perverted activities of certain members
are poisoning the whole body, and preventing the
soul » om living the new life of the kingdom, that
those members must be sacrificed.

The pain and travail of the new birth are justified
by the glorious beauty and fuhiess and freedom of
the new life. The new life is more harmonious than
the old, because it is based on a true sense of pro-
portion

; it is fuller than the old because the best
part of a man—his spirit, which has hitherto been
stifled, is now made articulate and brought into con-
scious relations with the source of ull good life—God.
The new man is guided by new motives, and has a
new goal in view. He no longer uses base means to
attain worthless ends ; but uses all the best faculties
that he r, 'sesses \n trying to make God's kingdom
realized, riis will obeyed. His name hallowed on
earth as it is in heaven ; and in doing so is trying to
bring out all the beauty and goodness and whole-
someness of life, and to destroy all that tends to mar
and to restrict life.

Characteristics of the New Life.

We shall best understand this by studying some of
the chief characteristics of the new life. The vision of
God means faith in Him and love for Him, humility
and the desire for purity in oneself, ^nd love for one's
fellow men. And these involve freedom and courage
and peace and power.

FAITH

Faith is the power to see God. It is the vision of
the unseen. It is the eye that is able to penetrate

M

«

I
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below the material surface and see the underlying
Spirit of God. It IS faith that gives a man the right
sense of proportion, the new perspective. wWch
results in the new life. It was faith which Jesus
possessed in the supreme degree, and which was His
chief gift to men.

^oT? ''*l^"^'*u'
^^^ '' impossible to the man who

of Go^d
understood the reality of the lo\e

f.il'"r" *i5"5°* *l^
physical danger if he really has

Lor5'of°deaS "
*'' '°""' °' ^ '°°^ '"^' '^^ '"^^

When the disciples of Jesus were in danger of ship-
wreck, and awoke Him up m alarm for their safetyHe said \Vhat, have ye not yet faith ? "

If thevhad had faith they would not have worried. Thevwould have done all they could calmly and bravel/
knowing that if after that they perished it was a sign
that their work m the world was finished, and thatGod was calhng them to work elsewhere. Fear andworry are useless and senseless, if only we could

WnS
'* '^^^^ accomplish nothing, and rather

f,jfl!"'i^'''?'^
'/ '' unthinkable that the man who has

kill the body, and what does the death of the body
matter if one believes in the God of the spirit ? ifGod matters men do not matter. What they sayand think and threaten does not count. The man of
laith is free to make right decisions without fear or

Nor must the man of faith be a prey to worldly
anxieties. If God clothes the flowers and feeds the
sparrows. He will feed His human children. To doones best m faith is better than any amount of
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worry. After aU, most worry comes from unwillinB-
ness to accept a conventionaUy lower standard of

•

if K T^^^ "^^^^ accustomed to. Yet the manwho has faith and love can be as happy in a work-
house asanywhere else. He has treasure that no one
can take from hmi-the kingdom of God within
Jesus was often hungry and homeless, but it did not
worry Him, for His meat was to do His Father's will.The man who has faith is also free from the
t>Tanny of passior and inherent weakness. It is true
hat men are no.mally slaves of their hereditary
tendencies as modified by the circumstances of thei
education and surroundings. A man is the meeting-
place of forces over which he has little control, and
they wiU mould his life unless some stronger force is
introduced to counteract them. But if a man has
been born again and has the eye of faith, a new
tactor, a dommating factor has entered the environ-
ment of which he is conscious ; and it is the thought
of God which wUl over-ride and nullify all contrary
mflucnces, even those of heredity and habit
FmaUy, the man who has faith will not be subject

to false ambitions. Having once seen the true good

tion
^^ ^* ^ ^'^*^^ ^^^ spuTiousness of the imita-

Thus in the kingdom of God there are no physical
or moral cowards, no slaves of passion, weakness, or
talse ambition. All are fearless and altogether free
and in the records of the life of Jesus Christ will befound ample indications that He Himself possessed
the learlessness and freedom of faith which He
preached There is no sign that He was ever
nfluenced by the fear of men or of physical danger,
that He was ever anxious, or that He was ever swayedby passion or false ambition.
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LOVE FOR GOD

FaS:rfet™rth^°'. "^^ ^ l°ve Hin,. His
of all beautyTnatoe thfr' °^

""'l
'"^' ^''^ -"^hor

Tut r.^
^°" '"'°

-nt°to Sv?
^" ^"""^^ -

thSatSv^b^Sr^ f- to God.- When all good

^olir^,tilTntZ^^- '^^ *° .*h« P^- and
and obedience and hr,n' T ^^" S'^« Him trust

some value"n hTs siS "Yf
r*^ *°'^^'P ^^'^1^ have

thing, our love w^Xv'n^^aC.lt'^'^.T^-no power of giving
"^''no vaJue

,
it would have

HUMILIlV

hi^SCrytmarS/^ "'!' "^^-^^^ ^es
shifted from'hSf to^SrKl n'?,"""^"

'^

of great importance whptW h^ ,? ""e^"" ^^em
or slighted by ^n Tflont ii\ """t"

'' ^""""^^d
He wUlnolonS'sens^?rv!>fo '

k
^"^"'^ ^^ ^od.

humiliation of failure He^,? '''t''
"''"^*^' °^ ^he

self forward, and seek " the^if ^
°"^''

u?"'^
him-

the feast." In humilitv hi ?,*
honourable seat at

much that desUoys^e peace a^^d^''
''''^°"' '"^'^

men. ^""^ P^^^^^ ^nd happmess of most

tin?:isl.*"hrm i^htnSh'^ '""^ ""'"^^ '^^' dis-

the accidents of bkth posS°'!^H- "?•' ^ ""^ '«*

h.m up in a narrowtrvr^-^cSofeS
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feUow-men. He wiU not be self-righteous or smug.

cIX^'^a'^'^^ *^* ^'^^^""^ l^t^een himself andGod the degree of wealth, honour, wisdom, refine-ment, and even goodness which separates him fromo her men. will ahnost disappear. Before the throne
of God all men are poor, ignorant, coarse, and eviland all are able to become rich, wise, holy, and good'

of ffil k^gS?„^°
'^^"-"^ ^'^'''^- »^ ^"'l' -d'heirs

In other words the man of faith will be neither aprig nor a snob for there are none in the kingdom ofheaven. And he wiU find that the world for him hasbecome much b.gger. Even if he is disowned by the
httle coterie m which he was bom, he will havebecome a citizen of the great world, an inheritor oithe earth m the fullest sense.

t./tw
'^'' *^^t"re °f Christ's teaching and charac-

ter that gave most offence to the respectable people

.^^t?"^-. "^ ^°"1<^ n°t h°"°"r the Pharise^
rather than the publican, the sinner, and the harlotHe was friends with them all. He shamed the faults

th.^' 1? i'n"^
*° ''""! °"* ^^^ '"''^eit goodness inthem an. All were needed for the kingdom

; all were
beloved of God

; all needed the new birth, and werecapable of the new hfe. And it is this feature ofLhnst s teachmg and character which the church hasmost conspicuously failed to appropriate. Religion
has an almost inevitable tendency towards smugnessand snobbishness. Often and often the churches havebeen more akm to the Pharisees than to their allegedMaster in this matter, and have consequently faUed
miserably to increase the kingdom.

PURITY
Contact with God necessitates purity. It is onlv

the pure that see God. But purity is not the sLme as
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conventional morality, it is a quality of the heart

very easy to imagine-in fact there i/nn!, 7x"

on^XSeSSTfiffaSS^^^^^ °^

ness, and yet whose loathing was more thin th
"^'

shrmking of the sensitive IndStcso^ T'aim was always to remove the e^I f.^ t jj "'^

^ink from Jntact with^y foS dladeJJhT*If by contact He could heal and resW fn^ uv.^He touched the leper. He allow^ri fhfr i

?.''^^*^-

His feet with her tears h'c J ^ ^^'''"^ *° ^^sh
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THE HOLY ENERGY OF LOVE

Jesus has been called " the pale Galilean," and
Christianity has been accused of being negative. It
has been said that Jesus taught men to despise the
real world and to live in a dream world. The Chris-
tian life has been represented as lacking in virility,
as consisting in renunciation, and a sort of wallowing
in failure and misery. We have akeady indicated the
exactly opposite view. The God of Jesus is not like
the supreme being of Brahminism, a being who, as
all-inclusive, must be without external environment,
and therefore devoid of external activity. The God
of Jesus is the eternal Father, the eternal Giver of
life, whose nature is to give life and to love. As the
shepherd yearns after the lost sheep, so God yearns
after the sinner. As a father welcomes the returning
prodigal, so God welcomes the repentant sinner. As
a woman rejoices over the finding of a lost coin, so
there is joy in heaven over the soul that has turned
to its God. So, too, the man who has had the vision
of God will go back to his daily life with new energy
and zest, for he will have burning in him the fire of
love.

Life, according to Jesus, is like when a man goes
on a journey, and leaves his servants in charge of his
goods. One gets five talents, another ten. Their
duty IS to use these talents in their master's service
with as much zeal and energy as possible, so that
when he returns they may be fit to receive greater
responsibilities still—five cities, ten cities. The un-
forgivable fault is to waste opportunities, to be in-
dolent.

The two great commandments, according to Jesus
are to love God with all one's heart and soul and mind
and strength, and one's neighbour as oneself. Both

I •

i ;

i i

if
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are positive commandments. To love God properly
demands the exercise of every faculty that we po^ss
-heart, soul mmd, strength. To love one's neigh-
bour as oneself means to do to aU men what one would
they should do to oneself. It is illustrated in the

Kn! f^^f\*^' ^^"^^^ °^ *-^^ S°°^ Samaritan,
showing that what is required is active and practical

One has only to look at the life of Jesus to see whatan active thnig the love that He preached is. He wascontmuaj y showing up hypocrisy and cant, exposing

i^tnnnn l^^v.'^?^'
.^'^ ^'^'^S to galvanize them

into putting theu- beliefs mto active commission. He
r^

^°"--"aUy using His power to heal both mind
and body. To fight all the forces which stunt and
corrupt and limit life; to break down all the con-
ventionsand traditions and prejudices which paralysemen s freedom to live and love ; and so to niake the
world more and more a kingdom of the life-giving
and lovmg God, this was the task of Jesus and His
disciples. And the fire of inspiration which flamedup in words and deeds of power came from their faith
—theu- vision of God.

thJ^l^^f°"t^°^u,''V^ ^ vitalizing force, making
the dead live, the bhnd see, the deaf hear, the sick
whole, and the prisoner free. It is like leaven, a little
of which leavens a whole lump. It is like salt, pene-
tratmg and giving flavour to life. It is like light set
on a stand so as to make life clear.

POWER
The freedom and courage, the calm and inward

peace, the humility and purity, the energy of love
the contact with the Source of all clean wholeS
life-these thmgs make the man who is really bom
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again into the kingdom of God a power for good un-
equalled in life. The whole edifice of faith rests on a
gigantic assumption—the assumption that the
dreams of the soul are truer than the sight of the
eyes; that tie subjective is more real than the ob-
jective. Jesus made this assumption. It was born
in Him to make it. The truth of it is proved by the
fact that this view of hfe produced a character more
noble, more admirable, more potent to inspire love
and devotion, more free, more harmonious, more com-
plete than any other in the history of the world It
IS also proved if it is true that He rose from the dead
and IS alive for evermore ; and if in the lives of those
who try to follow Him and to pray to Him there is
any sign of approach to the high ideal that He both
preached and exemplified.
Because of what He was, and what He taught and

what He IS, Jesus holds the place in history and in
the hearts of men that is above every place • and
though the centuries pass, and other teachers cjc
relegated to their place in the tale of "yesterday's
sevn thousand years," Jesus remains for ever the
livmg Lord of all good life.



CHAPTER VII

The Teaching of Jesus about the Kingdom
(continued)

The law of the kingdom.

For the Jews, sin was defined by the law of Moseswhich IS founded on the ten commandments Fo;the Jews, the law was the revelation of God's willand so to break the law was to be ungodly. Tesus'
however, saw m the law no more than a first clue

hiSf^'-*
«-^''^*'°" °* ^"^ H^ f°""d in His o^

best self, m His conscience, and in His love. The lawgave the general direction
; but there came a tCwhen a man must leave the first guide behind, and

h-ust the conscience which the law hadfirst instructed
Jesus gave no new law. He felt no need of a law

r^'^^l k' ?%''^I^
*^^ ''^'^^e ^^^ oi knowingGod, which solved all questions as they arose. It wafhis •' law of God in the heart " that He tried t^

raxisfer to His disciples. And as a mattefof fact theconscience of Jesus has taken the place of the law forHis disciples It was so from the first. Therr^o^
occasions when people had to choose between thietter of the law and the conscience of Jesus, and in sofar as they preferred the latter they bew^e^'s
disciples. It was this setting of Himself atele fhelaw that constituted His blasphemy in the eyes of theorthodox Jew and which was at the bottom of thebelief of His disciples that He was the Son of God
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The following table is an attempt to show how Jesus
explicitly or implicitly, expanded the law in His
teaching. It wUI give some indication of the ethics
of the kingdom.

The Mosaic Lain.

First. I am the Lord
thy God : thou
Shalt have none
othergodsbutme.

Second. Thou shalt not
make to thyself
any graven image
.... for I the
Lord thy God am
a jealous God . . .

Third Thou shalt not
take the name of
the Lord thy God
in vain ; for the
Lord will not hold
him guiltless that
taketh His name
in vain.

Fourth. Remember that
thou keep holy the
Sabbath day ....
Honour thy fa-

ther and mother

Fifth.

Sixth. Thou shalt do
no murder.

The Law of the kih^-icm

Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all

thy heart and soul and
mind and strength.

No man can serve
two masters.

Swear not at all.

Cast not thy pearls
before swine. Be not
as the hypocrites. Do
not blaspheme against
the Holy Spirit.

The Sabbath was
made for man, not man
for the Sabbath.
Render unto Csesar

the things that are
Cssar's, and unto God
the things that are
God's.

Love thine enemies.
Pray for them that per-
secute thee. Forgive
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Seventh. Thou shalt not
commit adultery.

Eighth. Thou shalt not
steal.

^inth. Thou shalt not
bear false witness

Tenth. Thou shalt not
covet ....

unto seventy times
seven. Do to all as
thou wouldest they
should do to thee.

Blessed are the pure
in heart for they shall
see God. Whom God
hath joined together
let not man put asun-
der. He that looketh
upon a woman to lust
after her has committed
adultery with her al-
ready in his heart.
I-vnot upforyour-

selv.. treasure upon
the earth, but in hea-
ven, where neither rust
nor moth corrupt, nor
do thieves break
tlirough nor steal.
Seek ye first the king-
doin and all things
shall be added unto
you.

Judge not, lest ye be
judged. First pluck tht
beam out of thine own
eye, and then shalt
thou see clearly to re-
move the mote from
thy brother's eye.
Let him that would

be great among you be
the servant of all.
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Many other sentences will probably occur to the
reader which might have been added ; but lesus
gave no systematic ethical teaching. It was His aim
rather to give general principles which each man
should apply for himself, or better stiU a point of
view from which the solution of all problems of con-
duct should be apparent. He did not abrogate the
law. but claimed that He fulfilled it,--rfiat the
righteousness which was the spontaneous effect of
having entered the kingdom was the end which the
law was designed to accomplish.

The standard by which Jesus judged stns.

Although we have already touched on the subject
under the heading of purity, it will be as well to
repeat that theeffect of this substitution of an internal
for an external law profoundly affects the judgment
of the relative seriousness of sins. The Jews, relyine
on an external law, took an extremely serious view of
ex ernal sms Neglect to perform the specified
ablutions, to fast and pray at the proper tim^and
particular infractions of the moral law were harshly
judged. On the other hand, Jesus, being guided byan internal law, always looked behind the external
act to the mternal state of which it was a symptom
The same contrast is noticeable in their severalmethods of dealing with sin. The aim of the Jew was

K-f .'u f
Pun'shment proportionate to the offence

while that of Jesus was to alter the internal conditions
which produced it. For instance, in the case of theTT i*^''" "J

adultery the Jews wanted to inflict
the death penalty, whereas Jesus did not want to
nflict any penalty at all. He apparently recognized
that this was a case where all the blame could not be
lustly put on the woman, and by His gentleness He

k
^
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tried to produce the state of sorrow and the longing
for a clean life which might enable her to sin no more.
This harlot was. in the eyes of Jesus, much less sinful
and much less repulsive than her accusers. She had
smned and was sorry, and her internal condition was
such as to call for sympathy and pity and comfort
rather than harshness. At the moment she was not,m herself, sensual and animal, though at a previous
moment she may have been. On the contrary, at the
moment she was ashamed, and her best selfwas upper-
most. But her accusers were full of coarse, callous
brutality. They were in a loathsome state of soul
from the point of view of God, and until Jesus had
given them a glimpse of the fact they were quite
unaware of it.

The treatment of sin.

Taking this view of sin—that it was a diseased
condition of the soul—Jesus had no use for the clumsy
machmery of external punishment. He was rather a
physician, and as such His first care was to try to
make the patient aware of his diseased state, and
desu-ous of restoration to a healthy life. Without
that He could do nothing. The Pharisee who, narrow
and ungenerous, was really living a hideous, stunted
life, and was utterly deficient in all that Jesus called
life, and yet was supremely and unalterably satisfied
that he was just as he should be, was a patient for
whom Jesus could do nothing. On the other hand,
the man or woman who was an open siimer, and who
knew his or her failure to live the best and most
wholesome sort of life, was often just in the condition
on which Jesus could exercise His healing power. To
begin with, Jesus Himself gave an example of the
highest essential wholesomeness. His presence gave
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out power and holiness and love and purity, and eavethe s.ck soul an embodiment of what it desked* hdid not want the narrow, restricted uneen«-o,,.morahty of the Pharisee. The Ph^is;ewfs there-fore mcapable of healing. It did want the frefgenerous, spiritual vitality of Jesus, and therefore
Jesus was able to inspire the desire fo drfni e hellthwhich was the first condition of recovery. ?hat muchgained, Jesus simply told His patient that he was
orgiven, and the patient believed him, and beZ
forgiven was immediately put into touch with thf

of'life
*^ ""'' *° ''"°'' him-God, the give?

Forgiveness of sins.

tJl^'rl^^'f^ ^^ '^°'=*""^ '«=^" ^ misrepresented as

Fnr.iv^''""^
'*°'*'*"*= -^^ '^^ forgiveness of sin?

Forgiveness docs not in the least imply immediate
restoration to perfect spiritual health, nor does i?imply the removal of the penalties of sin. The thiefwho 19 forgiven will remain branded as a thief. He

1,^''%*.°,-'*?'* *''* ^°*«"<=« that society inflicts

s^^Hh " ^^ ^I '*•?'!" ^'""^ * P°°r man,^and hasspent the proceeds of his theft, the poor man will
continue to suffer loss; and the fact tharh^ h^
repented-for if he has not, he has not received fo"
giveness-means that the thief has the additional
punishment of a stricken conscience. None of these
hings are remitted by forgiveness. But what hashappened :s that the thief has realized what a det^t-
able meanness of soul it was that caused him to stealfrom a poor man, and has learnt to loathe that mean-
ness and from the moment that he does so he isable to come mto touch with the God who is able to
eradicate his essential meanness in such a way that
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next time he is destitute, he will starve or go to the

which made the first theft so repulsive will not

Jesus did not forgive sins. He announced that the
process was automatic. As soon as the sinner re-
pented there wus joy in heaven. As soon as the
prodigal started to return home, his Father set about
killmg the fatted calf. It is obviously an advantage
to the smner to know that this is so. Jesus, by virtue
of His knowledge of God, proclaimed that it was soand smncrs of aU ages who have put the matter to
the test, have been convinced that His knowledge
was not at fault.

^
For this work alone He deserves the title that isupon this book. Because He showed the good life in

all Its power and beauty, and because He was able to
bring sinners mto touch with the healing love of GodHe was and is the Lord of all good life.

Precedence in the kingdom.

Naturally, as the views of Jesus about sin were so
unconventional. His views about precedence in thekingdom were equally disquieting to the respectable
The worthy Jews thought that the kingdom was tobe the preserve of those who had kept the Jewish
law. They, judged by Jewish standards, were the
righteous—the people after God's own heart. Jesus
however, judging by character rather than by ex-
ternal conformity, was quite sure that a kingdom
full of the Phariseesand their discipleswouldcertainlv
not be a kingdom of God. In the kingdom which He
preached there would only be pure, generous, humble
souls, for they alone were really capable of religion
In this world It might be the rich and the prospwous
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and the pushing and the ostentatiously pious whowere accounted great, but in the kingdom of God^heorder of precedence should be exactly reversed The
%nu°^^ *". '^'*- ^""^ ^^^ l^st first. Mourner

exalted, the humblest servant would be the greatestSmers and harlots should come in l^f^re the

hadTf;
"""^

^ft^^^before the Jews. Thos^ whohad the courage to risk their lives for the gospel'sake should find them, but the cowards who w^dtake no risks would lose theirs.
This was not mere epigram. It was the expression

of profound truth. The three loathsome types of

Th°etr.n
*^^'"°''^' '^' P"g^' ^'"d the coTa^dsThe first two classes are hopeless because they will

lor good hfe
; and the cowards do not love it wellenough to taJce any risks. No one can enterThe kbgdom unless he has a desire to do so, unless^- hfs

GoT 'Tf%^°' *^
Sood clean life that cor^eTfrom

£ging " °"'" ^^^ ""'^^PPy *^° ''^^e that

The final realization of the kingdom.
St. Paul was right when he said that if Christ werenot risen, we were of all men most miserable HUfe

>s not good, If the stream is polluted at its sourceand evil breeds evil as good breeds good a tShhe ages, hen their labour is vain that try to clean^se

eood rVi
' ".'

<^^.^nfa"y good, if it flows from th'good God, and will be purified in the end in His

P c?ed uWh" >"" ^' the impurities that I fa

lEnd LV. rr i
" "^"'^^ ^'^"'-' *" =t"^e for betterme and more life, for we are working in harmony withthe course of nature. This is the source of happiTess
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and peace—to work in harmony with the object of
creation. If creation has no object, it is much better
to be a cjmic. Altruism without hope is \mscientiiBc
folly. Jesus had a hope amounting to certainty that
the kingdom of God was going to be realized per-
fectly in the end. The kingdom is like seed. It grows
gradually, imperceptibly ; but it is destined to end
by bemg all-embracing. The time for discrimination
is not yet. Till the harvest is ripe the tares and the
corn, the chaff and the grain must be allowed to grow
together

; but in the end the tares and chafl will be
buint up, and the good grain gathered into bams.

In that day the Christ shall come to His own.
Those who have confessed Him before men shall He
claim in the presence of His Father. Those who have
shown their love by feeding the hungry, clothing the
naked, and visiting the sick and prisoners shall be
welcomed by the Lord of love.

" Not everyone that saith unto me Lord, Lord,
shall enter the kingdom : but he that doeth the will
of my Father which is in heaven."

NOTE
The further teaching of Jesm about the final coming of the

Kingdom almost certainly belongs to the period just preceding His
ieath, and is best treated in that connection.

ail:;.



CHAPTER VIII

How THE PhAMSEES RECEIVED THE TEACHING
OF Jesus

We must now see how the different classes of people
received the teaching of Jesus, the good news of the
kingdom

;
and it wUl be convenient to begin with

the Pharisees, because they were the most important
people m the Galilean commimity.

Who the Pharisees were.

As a result of their continual subjection to the
heathen nations a good many Jews had reaUy lost
faithm their God, and in the promise of the kingdom.
Ihere was a danger that an increasing number of
Jevre might give up the peculiar beliefs and customs
that distinguished them from all other nations, and
adopt the Greek beliefs and customs which were then
.oUowed throughout the Roman empire. This was
a real temptation

; for it meant that they would have
increased opportunities for trade, that their social
relations with their conquerors would be far more
corc^al, and that they could enter the service of the
empire, where their shrewdness would ensure them
promotion.

The Pharisees stood for the extremest loyalty to
Judaism, and especially to the law. Their object was
to preserve the Jews as a separate nation until the
time of the coming of the kingdom. In order to

5}
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secure this object they tried to insist on a rigid obedi-
ence to the law in every minute detail, to ostracize all
who did not adopt this attitude, and to foster a spirit
of national pride at the expense of the heathen and
bamaritans. As long as a Jew was faithful to the law
he could not mix with Gentiles. He could not marry
a Gentile. He could not feast with GentUes, or assist
at the worship of their gods. He could not even per-
form the trifling religious ceremony which was ex-
pected of every loyal subject of the emperor. He was
a marked man. He alone was outside the comity of
religion and culture that existed among all other
subjects of Rome. His very circumcision exposed
him to ridicule if he stripped to take part in the
sports of a Greek gymnasium.
On the whole the Pharisees were popular, because

they were the leaders of the patriotic party the
champions of religion, and because they kept alive
the hopes of the nation. Their ancestors had been
the most stalwart followers of the heroic Maccabees
which alone entitled them to respect ; and their
manner of life, their scrupulous observance of the
detail of the law, their washings and prayers and ahns
kept alive this respect. At times men got rather im-
patient with their passion for detail ; but in the
main they were allowed to manage things prettv
much as they liked.

o t- y

How the Pharisees regarded Jesus.

Naturally enough the Pharisees were inclined to be
critical when other people who were not Pharisees set
up as teachers. They had been suspicious of John the
Baptist, and they were even more suspicious of JesusWho was He ? He was a mere nobody from some
obscure Galilean village, a carpenter. What right

iSLifil
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had He to set up as a teacher, when the scribes of the
Pharisees had spent a lifetime in the study of the law
and the tradition of the great rabbis ?
The teaching of Jesus did not reassure them It

was said that He had actually had the blasphemous
prMumption to set Himself above the law that God
had given to Moses. He was even reported to have
vsed some such form of words as, " Ye have heard
that It was said to them of old time, thou shalt not
. . . ;

but I say unto you. . .
" To talk like that

wassheer blasphemy
; He wassetting up to be greater

than Moses. Here were they, learned and respected
men, trying all they knew to keep the law and induce
other people to keep the law, and then this ignorant
carpenter gets up and preaches against the law. This
low fellow starts to modernize the law of God to say
that it is inadequate, to expand it I

The worst of it was that He seemed to have get
the ear of the people. T>-~e was some peculiar
fascination about Him wb' ittracved the common
people. No doubt He hac .e gift of the gab. Also
being one of them gave Him an advantage. Still'
one could not go against the people in these critical
tunes. It was necessary to proceed with caution. If
He were given rope enough, no doubt He would hang
Himself before long. For the present the Pharisees
must seem to suspend judgment, and watch carefully
When He betrayed Himself by some breach of the
law, or some obvious heresy, they must expose Him
ruthlessly.

So the Pharisees watched and waited.
They did not have to wait long. They soon heard

tnat He was m the habit of consorting with the dregs
of the people, with drunkards and harlots and
apostates and publicans,—men so notoriously un-
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faithful both to their nation and to their religion that

rlZ",*,^ \}^ '•=•"' 'P^'^S to thenTlt^I
passed Himself. This imposter had a sort of staff
Jiyou please-* bandofmen whofoUoweSSi^atut

Mo^wTk"^ '^'"*' ^""^ *«« *P«"^y appointedMost of themwere low.uneducated men like HimsS
fishermen and the like ; but hitherto He hadhSsense to choose men of fairly good characf^ Nowhowever, He had added to their number a pubS-a fellow named Matthew or Levi, a man whose vwvtrade proclaimed him an enemy of the nation a^d a

'TroS,°/-??1.-
X«':"ythelidhadde'£dtJis

prophet rnto their hands I They heard that Hewas actually feasting in the house of this L^_the
tfif^"^ §'°5^** °* *•>« Lord," caroushig w^ftthe acknowledged enemies of the chosen natiln «^dIts religion I It was too rich I

""""ana

fei°S^l*^^ "^1°* f^^ ^^°°^ °""<J tJ»e house. Afew of the prophet's admirers were there tooS thiTtV' *^' ^^''^' «°* ^^° conversatbnwith them. There was no need to say much. Thevust drew attention to the facts before them. The

«nl 11^^ *°' t'^^^'l^es- " He eateth with pubu!cans and sinners/' they remarked, with an air ofmild surprise. " This prophet," they meant ''do^s

S^T^'^''^^°t'^^^«P^*"°tw^ddre^of domg He feasts with the enemies of religion."

wJ L "^^'^ °^ *^^ P"""?^** ^""^ no aniwer. Itwas an amazmg proceeding. They were franklvtroubled and perplexed.
iranjuy

Their dismay was mentioned to Jesus as He sat

tli^''!,'
*"'''"•

..^ ^"""^ '^^^^^'J His features, tovjhich, however there was both sadness and indim"
tion. How httle His closest friends understo^^he
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very elements of love I How blindly prejudiced were

He timied to His questioners, and said, "Thev tWa.e whole have no need of the physician, buf thev

Many heard the saying, and it was eaeprlv Ai^
cussed outside. The PhJisees wereTbaff^^Si^
carpenter was a clever feUow. They must te careMhow they attacked Him. MoreovJthey re^oSdacertam stmg in this apparently imio^nt a^^rWhat said scripture? "There is none righteous no
fT °?r

What did He mean? Did He implv thatthey thought themselves righteous when ff/4ere

On the whole they thought it best not to renew thediscussion, but to wait for some more favS eTSn ^-^•'"^theymustgoonwrtrhSA tune of fasting came round. The Pharisees w«e
Thl'St"",'^ '°f.T' '^^' ^^^^yo^^ should toowTtThe disciples of John were fasting. But this D-ODhetwho feasted with pubUcans and sLers,whatSmand His disciples ? They did nothing of the khi™Thw seemed to call for explanation. It wm worth

aled '• vtt*d' ?TV°°:
^o they sent :S^,t^

th« Pf,.
-^

*
J°^ ' *^'"P'«^ ^"<J the disciples ofthe Pharisees fast, but thy disciples fast not ?

"

hrin" r'"u ^'^ "°*° t'^e™' " Can the sons of thebnde-chamber fast whUe the bridegroom is ^b
What did this mean ? Who was the bridegroom ?

Did He claim to be the Christ, or what ?

clo&^'^'^'f.i
" ^° ™^" ^^^^^ * P'e'^e of undressed

h . n T.v.^ t
^^'"'"*

'
"'^ t'^^t ^bich should fillIt up taketh from it, the new from the old and a
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worse rent is mada. And no man putteth new wine
into old wine-skins ; else the wine will burst the
skins, and the wine perisheth, and the skins : but
they put new wine into fresh wine-skins."
Worse and worse I He apparently admitted that

He was come to supersede the old religion with anew one, and was going to introdur new forms in
which to embody it. His presumption took the
Pharisees breath away. AU that their ancestors
had fought and toUed and died for was to be sacrificed
at the bidding of this uneducated upstart, under the
pretence of " fulfilling the law and the prophets "

It was not to be borne.
Rumour reached them that He had even attacked

then- fasting as hypocrisy. " When ye fast," He was
reported to have said to His followers, " be not, as
the hypocrites, of a sad countenance : for they dis-
figure their faces, that they may be seen of men to
fast. Verily I say unto you, they have their reward
But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thy head, and
wash thy face ; that thou be not seen of men to
fast, but of thy Father which is in secret : and
thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall recompense

It was absurd. Was there to be no open religion ?
Was there no virtue in example ? The Pharisees were
funous; but what could they do ? This fellow had
bewitched the people, and they could not get a
hearing. "

At last they thought they had Him, for they had
caught Him allowing His disciples to break one of the
ten commandments. He had let His disciples pluck
ears of com on the Sabbath, and eat them. It was a
flagrant breach of the fourth commandment. They
went to Him straight, and pointed out the sin
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breaker of the aw that He pretended to fSfil ffi
IhfS K^T' "''"• H^** H« "ot said, " vTo^ver
aadshaU teach men to do so, shall be called Stethe kingdom of heaven " ? On the otherhMd If iSadmitted that His disciples were in tS^ig,t?;had He not rebuked them Himself? He wcJd
LaTous"

"^'* *'"' ''"' ^"^'^'^^ were the mSe
Jesus accepted the challenge, but in a wav th=tthey htUe anticipated. He sei^d upon the i^^iS

F^rSS He fed „ft '^"^"'=f ^ "'^ ^*«^S
a precedent. Did ye never read," He asked, " whatDavid did ? "David, the national hero who coulddo no wrong, had broken the law when he^Ld Ss
SS/'^K-'Tfy- "* ^""^ «^«" t^en the shew

S; ^ iS ''r^'
""^ ^^^"^ *°^ ^y°«« but theI«ests to eat. Then, m a sentence, He summed udthe whole position. "The Sabbath was mde fo?man, not man for the Sabbath."

Here was the whole issue in a nutshell. Was thelaw an end m itself, or was it simply a means to anend? Was the law a tyrant, or a guidê ^a^ thelaw made for man, to s;how him the road to G^ twas maj created to be the slave of the law ? '

faith aSSr?h,rr
"°t P--^P^«d to confess theirtaith quite in this form. Once again the carpenterhad tmiied the tables upon them. They had thoughtput Jesus on the horns of a dilemmafand that wajust where they found themselves. They slunk away
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in confusion, nursing their wrath against a future
occasion.

The decisive battle was fought soon after. This
time it was a pitched battle. The field was prepared,
the spectators warned, and the combatants knew
what to expect.

The question was still this one of breaking the
Sabbath. Jesus had been healing on the Sabbath,
and in the synagogue. This time there was no pre-
cedent that He could quote, and the issue was plain.
The Pharisees therefore arranged that on the occasion
of His next visit to the synagogue there should be a
man with a withered hand present, as a test case.
The Sabbath arrived. The man with the withered

hand was in his place. The Pharisees were present,
reinforced by special deputies from Jerusalem. The
curious thronged the building.

Therewas a hush as Jesus and His disciples entered

.

All eyes were turned on Him. Jesus looked round,
and saw the man. " Stand forth," He said. Then,
turning to His opponents. He made a final appeal to
their common sense and charity. " Is it lawful," He
demanded, " on the Sabbath day to do good, or to
do harm ? to save a life, or to kill ?

"

What could they answer ? The question was
whether it was lawful to obey the law of love on the
Lord's day. To say that on the Lord's day of all days
it was unlawful to do a deed of love would be too
absurd.

Jesus waited for their reply ; but they were too
proud and prejudiced to return the obvious answer.
They held their peace. Jesus looked round with
anger. He had tried to win them by appealing to
their reason and their charity, and He had failed.
Henceforth, in the interests of the common people.



THE PHARISEES AND THE TEACHING 6i

afflicted man and with love and pity and power inHis voice, said. " Stretch forth th/h£nd." Zd theman stretched it forth, and it was healed.

itt^^ni
*""*'*''

"Tu""?
'defeated, but they made a last

attempt to prove their case. Whatever the man said,

^Zi^ P/ ?"• "^ the Sabbath, and shown Himself an

PWil°! ' rf°"- •?"' *^* P^^P'* *«^e tired of the
HiariMes. Their pride and narrowness had alienated

o't«"^^? ""t""
'"'^ ''",.^*' elad to turn from them

^J^ }°i ^^ "PP^^^^e to his reason and con-

tS™^ .
charity, had made religion mean some-thmg red to him. To the Pharisee he pointed outhow good were the deeds of Jesus, how creat His

compassion on those who were sick and sorry, how
wonderful His power over disease, and even ove^ thatmost dreaded affliction which went by the name of
devd-possession Even the learned Pharisees from
Jerusalem could find no answer to this. Thev lost
then- temper, and o-ied, " He hath Beelzebub," andBy the prmce of devils casteth He out the devils."

ahc^iT r^P°T*«''l t° Jesus. First he pointed out the
absolute urationahty of the a<:cusation. " How canSatan cast out Satan ? " He asked. " If a kingdombe dl^^ded agamst itself, that kingdom camiot stand.

wSrnl\^°Kf^ ^"^^^ *6*"^* '**«' that house«aU not be able to stand. And if Satan hath risen upagamst hunself, he cannot stand, but hath an end."

th,-,^^L TS- °"i°
'''°^ *^e real significance of

this power of His. To enter the house of a strong

h^: "^ ^P°'' ^.'^6°?ds, you must be stronger thaihe is, so as to bind hmi and then spoil him Jesuswas only able to prevaU against the power of evill^ause He had in Himself the power which w^
stronger still—the power of God.



6a THE LORD OF ALL GOOD LIFE

FinaUy He showed up the horrible blasphemy
involved in this random charge of the Pharisees. It
was not that they were wronging Himself ; that did
not matter. It was that they were calling good, evU.They were so blinded by their fury that they had
lost all sense of right and wrong, and were calling thework of the Holy Spirit the work of devils. For menm that condition there was no hope. They had cut
themselves off from all chance of salvation They
might be quite honest in thinking that He was an
imposter, but to blaspheme against the Holy Spirit
in the rage of their wounded pride was to deny the
goodness of God. It was deadly sin.

This last mad accusation had made peace between
Jesus and the leaders of the Jewish church impossible.
ttx the moment the Pharisees did not dare take
active measures against Him, because He was too
popular

; but there was no longer any secret about
their hostility. All they dared do to discredit Him
to discourage men from following Him ; to persecute
Hjs followers, they did. And they trusted to time

fS^" i^t"?-
*''*

V*^"^- '^^"y '°>e^ the fickleness
and mstabUity of the crowd. Their turn would
come, and then . . . then they would strike onceand for all, and nd the world of Him I
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How THH Common PEoPtE received theMessage of the Kingdom

tyranny among the rirhL^ '^^u,"""
^^fishness and

artificial t^nWa~ th^ m .^ !° ''«'^"''" ^^^
and theologians^ a^dfo'i7^°'«"*''' «<=<=l<»i«tics,

driven to drink and vario,,.!!*., i ,
f*°P'* ^e

of revolt againttToiJeSalXcaS'' '^™^
people may think that England r^^n-?^'

^""^
ccption to this rule ; but be th,* 1^I^^^^ " "° «*"

in the time of the Lwd t;,?,. !
*^'^"'ay. Galilee

Jesus was heard glXbioubHrLT*^"'^ "°*' ^'^

aX:isrn?s^^-^^--p^^^^^^^^^^^^
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people they had every right to be free ; and to make
one's living out of the fact that they were not was
regarded as both impious and unpatriotic. The
" sinners " were probably sinners primarily in the
Pharisaic sense,—people who would not be bothered
about the law. No doubt they were immoral as well ;

but they may easily have included some who were
driven into a life of disreputability by the reaction of
a jolly mind against the tedious formalism of the
Jewish church. The peasants and fishermen were
probably like most working-men of most ages, im-
pulsive, lacking in constancy, emotionally patriotic
and religious, and accustomed to endure the imposi-
tions of their " betters." They must have often
chafed against the ecclesiastical tyranny of the
Pharisees, but lacked the initiative to rebel against it.

To all these classes the teaching and personality of
Jesus appealed in the highest degree. To those men
and women who had long since made up their minds
that they were predestined to damnation He gave a
new hope, a new self-respect, a new confidence. The
prophet treated them as spiritual beings, as beings
who had value in the eyes of God. He talked to
them, feasted with them, made them desu-e a cleaner
life, and showed them how to set about making a fresh
start. He offered them a picture of religion which
was not cant, not self-satisfied, not narrow, and not
artificial ; but which, on the contrary, was the em-
bodiment of the best sort of clean, vigorous, generous
life. The courage and good deeds of Jesus, His free-
dom from conventionality and puritanism. His hard
rough life. His direct simplicity and unswerving
faith. His crisp incisive judgments, and the keen
satire with which He crumpled up the sophistries of
the legal mind—all these things appealed to sinners

If J
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and precedent And flvl ^'^"^ *'^*«°''
inclusion in the cicle SiSs'^fT""^^ '°' ''''

type which never before at^H^i
"^"""y ""^^ °* a

themselves we,comet^^S„?Sr;s! '^^^ '^"

Form of teaching.

offhVSro;Sw:/t!!Jirf''/^^**''«^-it
independence, ^hey were too e^oK

'^^^'''^^ ^^^
patient. They would Hsten.^ifr*'°1*'' *°° ™-
and immediately eoofi^lf*. *^P* attention,

the Sower shows how wtn/"'^1- ^^^^ P^^" >o
many who ' heordlL 'ui^'"'

'"'^' *^^* °f the
seriois attempuo c^ySis S''" "S*^^

^"^
reason He spoke in paraWes Thl ^ "^- ^°' *his

parable is that it is ea^lv rl.. l^'^!;*''*^^^
°f the

impossible to di tort iL T?/"^"""^^ ^^ ^"""^t
immediately understood ^^« iV

''«"'5'=^nce is not
individual effort oSJindi^''- ^""^ '^^'^P^'^ ^'
however full of beaSthouJ,f .•°'''^'"^'y ^™°'-*'
gotten. Its phrases tick]? th!' ' ''^7 ^^^V f*""-

Pleasing sensation butSevh!
^^' ^"^ P'"*'"^^ *

becausi they do not make f ^. .T- "S'l'^'^S
^«<=t

ft-obablv. in most ca^s th^ ^ " *,^°^ *°'" ''-^self.

class sermon, h^f aTz'i^n ? *\'' ^ '^*"y ««*-
would agree that it i.. ^^^^^ "^^^ ^''^ heard it

able to s:: 2r; L^irsraV aSn?
""^ ^^^^

would vary enormously. If in th. '.
^ ^"^'"'*^

sermon, a good simple storvh.^K.'?^ "^ the
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thought about their exact significance, and having
an effect that would be proportionately increasing
and endiu-ing according to the intelligenceandearnest-
ness of the he?irer. Hence the saying, " To him that
hath shall be given." History has abundantly justi-
fied this plan, for the stories of Jesus have lived, and
proved of abiding value, and they are probably a
great deal better understood now than they were at
the time of telling.

At the time they were, as Jesus said, just seed.
They sank into the minds of those who heard them,
and, in some cases, lived and grew and bvu-st forth
into green blades and produced a harvest of good
grain. But the period of maturing underground had
to be gone through first, and the sun and rain of sub-
sequent events had to do their share, and the effects
of the sowing were not immediately apparent.
The chief effect of the teaching of Jesus at the time

was to create the hope that He might prove something
more than a teacher. The majority of the Galilean
peasants would have been much more disposed to
follow Jesus in a holy v/ar than they were to follow
Him in a holy life. They began to watch for indica-
tions of His ultimate purpose, and to speculate about
the nature of His office. His healing power invested
Him with a certain mystery. He was as much in
advance of the average exorcist as He was of the
average rabbi. Surely He was somethmg more than
a prophet! Might He not be the Messiah? The
disciples began to think He might.
The people were naturally credulous, and rumours

got about of wonders more marvellous than any work
of healing. It was said that He had stilled a storm,
walked on the sea. On one occasion, when He had
distributed a few loaves among an immense crowd.
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but on the ct^^^of^'^^Sl^.^^.^:^ *° "is worL,

The demand for a sign.

we too would be ieveinHSh'. y^^ "' ^ave a sign

the authority of a mere m:^n i
"* ^°'^' '=*" ^« ^^<=ept

of God, ™/ss we?ecei"e a sT.n'fr"'*^''^^'""°"
'esus haA i^r,o.

"''^^^^,a sign from heaven ?
"

from heaven Ke'ltn"' "°* *° '^^'"^^ ^ ^'gn

started to teach He h.dh™fi' ^'^°'« «^^^ He
He realized that the Hn,.'^^'^"^

*''^* '"^"'^^ ""*•

separate His most lova^^i"?
'°""^ ^°' «™ t°

centrateHisa^Pnt;!,^
disciples out, and to con-

fore ^Sl^tT^z^^^i^ '^r-
"^ *^-"-

only those foIIowpH w- t * ^'^'^*'^« country, and
and'^X^i" "Jr'pS ToTaV

"*' ^^^ ^^^^''^^'^^^

kingdom's sake ^ ^'^ *^^^ '"""^ "sks for the

NOTE
Crowds are always like thi« Ti..

which, like all ideals IhL »r»
""'sacrifice His high ideals

attained by patience and gr, T„dTt°"^:^';«' ""''^ ""^iiHe would not pretend that wh"f wa, h 'T "' P^'" ^"^ <'a"g'r.
must come slowly would be achieved in"

"''' ""'y- *at wha
retain -he dubious support of the mu",^"""^!"'' '" °'0" to

l^"S"'ii^» of the faults and hypocririf'tt'-
^^"' ''^™ •>«"

world. There have been raanv rbl^'^ "" .Powers that rule the
their masters. There are s™ll man F'^'u"'

""^ P'"?'' "gainst
have kept their independenc u\°''^t'T'- .""' "'^ ''"
'ear of tyrant,, ,h.y Have not esi'a;c^d^'..Xn^g"to ^X/^-
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and if by any chance a man hai been frM both of the classes and
o( the masses, he has seldom escaped the pit of pessimism and
bitterness. Jesus, and some of the old Jewish prophets, alone
succeeded m preserving complete freedom from illusions about
human nature as it is, and yet remained optimists. It is doubtful
whether it is possible to do this without intense belief in God. To
be an optimist one must trust something or somebody, and If one
accepts the verdict of the psalmist, which history seems to iuatify
and obeys the advice—

i '•

Put not your trust in princes
Nor In any child of man,

there is no alternative but to trust God. In the view of the
Christian the resurrection and the history of the Church justify
the optimism of faith which Jesus possessed.

It is easy to carp at optimism, and to talk about " th.- brave
music of a distant drum "

; but the fact remains that opli..-.ism is
a necessity of healthy life, and that faith in God gives the only
basis for optimism which has not been demonstrated to be unsound

;which is in itself, perhaps, an ai gument for the rationality of faith.'
It is easy to say that faith is a dream, and that the idea of heaven
is simply a drug to deaden pain ; but there is no basis for optimism
in physical science or practical experience, and yet we cannot
produce good rejults without optimism. If optimism is necessary
to progress it is likely to be truer than pessimism, and we must
not jib at the implication that there is a God of nature, a purpose
in life, a spirit in man, and a heaven in the future. To believe it
requires intellectual humility j but we cannot afford to refuse the
price.



CHAPTER X
The Disciples

et^H?r„SrSw"r^^^^
them were fishermen and on^ m" ''°'^- ^'^^ °f
of the others4 rknol th ^ f" '

*^' *'^'^"
to have been Siinon =^' ^^f

"^'""^ °* *hem seem
Andrew hl^Trorer 'and rr*^' 'f%^ ^''''- ^^
of a fisherman narked 2£bi.?'\^"*^ J"^"' ^^e sons
Boanerges, meargloS^othir""'' "''^^^^'^

taihtanTwraSl?^^^^^^^^ ^-'^ all He

If He wanted toShe lak^^? ^°^^°T^«™ about.
The Pharisees SoStW^"^!^'^"'^"™ across,

ciples; thewomen S. broJ^.?"f
?°"?.t<> the dis-

blessedbyjesushadtnrnnfi,^ *'"^"" "^^ildren to be
first. On^^theywereL^tSuf^rH'f^'^'^^^'P'^^
in the villages anrtt^f

*"^°
''y t^t* to preach

Master. Thf^s^es hi^Tr.H'\"^y '''^ '"^^^

sleeping out all nigh and ofte^tn"^ '"'i^'^
"^"' °"«

but they had a ce?tain^„f'? fr^^^'^""^ ?* ^""^^ '

attached to the person o?«n^
importance in being

long as He ^va?Sa?'tSStV'"'S• ^'^ ^'

stood. But «'.erpeonfeSI K*>^'' '^ ""^er-
to ask who Jesus was and wW h ^ "npatient, and
the apostles fou„d7hCse,^?,*,«4-- ^°'T

*° ''°'

samequestion. Theyhadleft?hSU^S-£
6a
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businesses to foUow Jesus ; what was eoinK to be theend of u ? John tells us that 01, one Iccafion, when

7^^ J^^K '"^ "^""^^ eo away
;
and Simon Peter

answered, Lord, to whom shall we go ? Thou hast

InnrJh'."!^*"^^ "*l-
^'^ ^« ^^^ believed a^dknow that thou art the holy one of God." The

synoptists have a similar story. Mark teUs us that

tLm ^•^°* ^r"*^'
^""^"^ P^'"PP'' Je«"s asked

fniTir- *v°.^°
""^^ ^y ^^^*- I ^?" And they

^om. F^j K^* 'r^ "^"^ "« ^^* J°J^ tl'e Baptist,some El jah, and some one of the prophets. Then
Jesus asked them, " But who say ye that I am ?

"

And brnion Peter answered, " Thou art the Christ
"

This was the conclusion that His nearest discipleshad come to, and if He accepted the title there would
be no talk of turnmg back for His apostles. If He
wnni?^T ^t^.C'^'^t' they would believe Him, andwould follow Hun through thick and thin. Fo^ the
Christ would be the Lord of the kingdom of God, andHis disciples would receive great honour therein.

.

This was a crisis in the hfe of Jesus and His dis-
ciples. His answer must have given Him as much

XthJr ft
'* ^'^ '^'^- '^^^y ^^"t^d to know

th^ni to f 7 "^u- "^H "^ ''^^'"6 g'^«" «P every-
thing to follow Him. Jesus felt certain that, as amatter of fact He was the Christ ; but the questionwas whether He would be able to admit it to them
without confirming all their wrong ideas about whatbemg the Christ mvolved. He knew that if He con-
fessed that He was the Christ, their minds would atonce begin to dwell on the glories of the coming king-dom that the Christ was to found, and on their o;4
place m It He himself had developed new and
entu-ely different views on the work of the Christ.



THE DISCIPLES

He be able to explain those

71

views to

Would
them ?

so that they waiS^.^^'^'^'*''^''^^'' ?"«!«.

the glory Zt^^Slfi^l'^Tl *° ^*'^iP»t«
«be« something of what He thought itTanT ' Th"

kiIled.andalt?h^iCragaS'..7^-^-\
the saying openly

•'^"'"^again. AndHespake

breath H?£rSTtI; '^T-^r^'^-
With one

with the next He H^r^ A''*"'
'"^hest hopes, and

wordsaSea"h and,^ff
*'"''" V^' ground' with

'trt^hi"^'"^^^^^^^^^^^^

"""'

disciples for Xt i^f 1° P'^^P"^ t'^e minds of His
wrong idea°^?toeetthLT''i° ''*'^''=^*« *''«''

of view. That He fJli ^ understand His point

disciplescoSluy'SS^tS ''s
"^^^* *^'

ness in the ^ngdo^ra^ty the fac^thL"*^',^^^est every one of hem deLrt«i hL ? ^'^

not comp,et:i7f^*11 io^VSiJt'tL?

^

-Sr;oSi-Si^/i--t4i^d
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that His death was going to set the seal to His workr^n *° ^e'=°'"Pli«h what His life had fail^ td

hL'TIh*T?^ °J
*'•' ^'"S^"'" °^ God with power.He had faaled, and He knew it ; though p^hapsnoone else knew it. Peoplehad throngedt^heSmPeople l^d left all to follow Him. He had rou?^d ffis

fnH >. '.^i^v.'y
^'^^^^^ He had cast out devilsand healed the sick. He had done aU that ; but Hehad not planted the kingdom of God on earth. Onlya few knew that He was the Christ, and even thevshowed how little they understood the nature of thekmgdorn that the Christ had come to f^und bv

^.!^ "V"°f tlie^nselves as to who should 1^

who aft.r C J^"' ^^ J°''"' '^' *^° disciplS

snarea His confidence m a special deeree camp tn

Ss\ft ?th1:*'7 ""''"^ ^' - SiVrd onHis left m the kmgdorn. To what purpose was His

S!?^ "^u' ^"T^^y ^^ serviceTabo^ fhekingdom withm, if even His closest friends remainedconsmned by ambition ? He asked them ifthTOe
be baptized with the baptism with which He mustbe baptized, and they answered " Yes " with a elib-

rW ;*• M '*' ^" ""'^ '""^y "«derstrod. Xn
Th^ Tu""^*^ "°1 P'"""'* t^'e'" ^vhat they askedThough He was the Christ, though His deitb wasHe was certam, the prelude to the coming ofThe

ShXT^«P^^^'' '''°''Sh in that kingdom He
nized

,
yet the kmgdorn was the Father's Tpsii^

ttS honor
°' '** ^°™"«- '^-w '"forw£tne chief honours were reserved. Tesus was artino

Intdf Vf*•• ^« '^^^ ^1>- "h^ -- cSupon to die. He knew that His death was going to be
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all in all. HeS tW ^-^^ P?»-/««t. and God be
pared to suffer^^t^s He v^LsS? ""« ** P'*'"
more than that He didnot toow'^^°J"««-- ^ut
tent not to know. What H« i^ ""^ *as con-

the abstract, andKmes o^. '"*"' ^^^"^ ^^'^^ *»
faith of Jestis was onTop S^^ ^Z !•

"'°'»«°*«- The
that that was the one sort otS w^rth T'^

"^ "^"^

one sort of faith which was not h^^^^^' ^^^
one was prepared to riskTvt^V ^^^"y- Unless
one's faith ^as a m^e pSe ?' ^^k"!''

"^"
save his life shall lose it • b,!f hi" *k ?f *''** *°"ld
for my sake and the gos~l's h^ « ' k'".*'*

''''' "'«
Jesus was going to brX^it f*™^ ^^^ ^^ »'•"

going to conXHLSl?t*° ??•'''• H''*^^
seriously. He wafgoing t^kt h ^

^"''^
Him. He was goine tn ,,„!?

"'* enemies seize

that men couTdSt-!.SSf ''''? humiliation

and finally expos^e nal^^'";^^'
--^mg, flogging,

going to be held up to theS. °''' "« *as
circumstance of kSominv tW '^"'' ^"^'^ «^«^y
as an accursed tS a7"rr f^" ''°'^'^ ''«^*-
disciples weregoS be left withn^''f

''°-" «'«
were to see all thek faJ<;phr,t .

°"* ^ ''°P«- They
dashed to pie es M thek"±7r'''y^^^°'"
honour was going tTdie .'^ fh- l"'

P"^^"" and
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they would realize its value, and the Father would do
what He would do. Jesus did not know exactly
what that was. He knew that ills death would not
be the end, for He felt within Himself the life which
is eternal. He knew that He would rise from the
dead, and that, in His own time and in His own \ny,
God would show to the disciples that their faith and
His was justified.

In their lifetime the disciples would see His glory.
They would see the kingdom come with power.
When they least expected it, their Lord would re-
turn. Let them watch cont inually, pray continually.
Then they would understand the truth. Then,

when all their illusions had been crucified upon the
tree, and they were left with nothing upon which to
build them afresh, they would believe that the king-
dom was a spiritual kingdom, and that the gods of
the world were false. Then they would be compelled
to believe in the heavenly Father who was above all

human standards of wisdom and goodness and
power. Then they would lose their fear of men, their
fear of death and shame and every other fear with
which men are afi.iid, and would become free and
able to enter the kingdom. Then the kingdom of
God would have been established upon earth, and
would spread all over the world. The old dispensa-
tion would be at an end. Jerusalem would fall at
last, and finally ; and the place of the Jews who had
refused the kingdom would be taken by the Gentiles.
Last of all the final realization of the kingdom would
take place ; the wheat be finally separated from the
tares and the chaff. All that was worthless and harm-
ful should be finally destroyed, and all that there ever
had been of good, clean life brought together and
made into an eternal kingdom of God.

|l '
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Jerusalem

to be the Messiah reached the crowd in soke of H^injunction to the disciples to keerslent aLi^
'

OfTew^d a^ T •"• J""' '"'"^ <^^"**« promise01 reward
,
and Jesus is reported to have renliprilThere is no man that hath left house or brethren'or sisters or mother, or father, or chil1^e„ or lands'for my sake, and for the gospel's sakrhnV k ^ n

receive a hundredfold now'Kis S^e, Su^l ^nibrethren and sisters, and mothers, ^d chUdrenand lands, with persecutions; and hi the worM f^come eternal life." It was at this time tLrflmS
and left hand m the kingdom, and were told "who.soever would be first among you shalJbe the ser^am

that a little publican named Zaccheus, wh. want^
75
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to tee Jesus, had to climb a tree. The popularity of
Jesus had suddenly returned with redoubled force
and the reason e\'idently was that He was reported
to have accepted the title of Christ, and that His
visit to Jerusalem was regarded as significant of His
intention to take active steps to found the kingdom.
Luke says that as they approached Jerusalem the
multitude thought that the kingdom was immediately
to appear, and that Jesus told them the story of the
pounds " to show them that the Christ had got t<i

depart for a season first.

The clim-y was reached when, near the vil ges of
Bethany an' flethphage, Jesus sent for acolt , and rode
into Jerusa.em, while the GalUean following spread
garments and branches in the way, and shouted,

' Hosanna
; blessed is he that cometh in the name

of the Lord : blessed is the kingdom that cometh
the kingdom of our father David : Hosanna in the
highest."

There is no mistaking the meaning of this cry
The kingdom of David was Jewish, temporal, and
warhke. It is hardly to be doubted that in the ex-
pectation of the crowds the kingdom of Jesus was to
be a simUar affair. Some, if not aU, of the apostles
probably shared this expectation, notably, if one
may hazard a guess, Judas Iscariot.
The authorities at Jerusalem were disturbed.

They had heard of this prophet before, and some time
previously the Jerusalem Pharisees had sent down
a commission to Galilee to examine His claims, and
to quench His influence if it appeared to be pemi-
c'ous. They had ended by declaring that He was
possessed by Beelzebub, and had a vivid recollection
of their defeat at His hands, which made them chary
of bandying words with Him.
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in the resurrection or Inn^^' '^J^
'^'^"°* '^""^e

kingdom. They str^nJk r
* 1'J^'' '='^'"*"K "' '^e

excuse to intfrfrre in th. « °'"'^ S^^ernor, an

feast.
J^™'^""' ^d the other visitors to the

On the return jWney Sr^rvXT"'"! t°
'°*^''-

;r!?e?v„vi™\r'-^
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Z°A.^J^T^
the dusk, they must have a charge

i?^ Ld°n .T^ ''^r'*
"^' ^'^ ^it««««« to prove

The wh^ I. K
"^ *'"* * "^IP'*^ "^h^e* ^°"ld sufficefhe whole business must be carried to a finish beforethere was tmie for His disciples to take acttonThe first care was to formulate a charge • and withhis object an unholy alliance between the Saducees

was wf;'' ":^K
'^' '°"°^^" °^ *he com ofS

t^k XoH Z'^-
%^'^ !° entangling Him in His

n„^J; ? M ^l"*
Jerusalem at this time, and it is

tCu.h°?^ '^V^' '^"^" ^^y J^"« h"^ ed

was that hJ^h K°
"" '"*"™ *^°'" C«sarea PhUippi

^ot ., ..^^^ ''^" ^^"«<1 *hat Herod-was on the

he fate JrT?r;h"R "*.'^"''^^**'^* «« ^'^^'^d sWe
w^ afr»,°ir^ K ?^?*"*- ^* ^^* 'lot that Jesus

j"uS.*° '''' ''"* ^'^^^ "^ *«lt <=^^d to die at

The Herodians and the Sadducees may have beenon fairly good terms already, for they both blloS
rnarisees should have associated themselves withthese inveterate foes shows how bittr^^w thlirresentment against Jesus.

*'*^"^

The object of these allies was to induce Tesu<: tnadmit that He claimed to be the Ckrfet ^d fW hmtended to oust the Roma„s,^d SfblSa TelShkmgdom m Jerusalem. Th^y though H^Cfficiently a demagogue to be unirilling to sacrffice ffisuifluence with His Galilean foUowteg by dffinitelvrepudiatmg such an intention; and^f He aSed

The first question was put by the chief priests and

of triffiTv'"^'"'"^
*° '^"^ P"^e^e °f the temp e coSof traffickers ,n animals. They demanded t^o tao^
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'jSL S:\ha"firSs'"''*/^°» ^^-o things? "

reason whyHfsl^'ojrfprgfo^rt ^'^ ^^»°
refused to give thpm =„ ^ ° *^^"" ''^ds

; so He
first teU uSllliZ ZT^'^'^''' '^^y ^ouW
Baptist got hirau"horij7 nr^^'^

*""* J°hn the
saying tliat Jesus got hYs au^hori7^/''"^^^«"t t°

?ourceasJohn,andimDUe/fhiT2?^ *'^'° *^« '^^
•ng the temple was^,^ that His action in cleans-
capable Of &fi^^^°"Jth-^°'""^^^'^^«Jesus had not yet ma(tean^,„;^ ^H^-^""^ ^^''^^
the Christ as could be twfstedint?!'''*

''""^ *° ^
charge of treason or blasphemv ,n^ t^.°^^ to a
choose His own time fortr/soTp "'''''^"^ to
discomfited. Thev dar^H ^^Z

The priests were
and so He refused^to ~.° h^"''"''',,"'^

'^"^^tion,

His disciples He told th^tf.^""'; ^"t turning to
Lord of a vineyard who^ '^"'^ ^^°"* ^^^ absented
MJed by theS iTboT^tT"'T ^^

°""

management, and who ThIh k
^*^ entrusted its

on his son. fh^ stoi?. w^*^' A'^"" '^y>g hands
of the descendants ofSt ft "'«,=°"«'«'"nation
who had rejected evl^prophertwtfA'^^^^^and also implied in tJ,^X^ * ^" had sent •

bythefolloCsl, jetrth?HrH'''?/^^°SniW
thing more than a proph^ * "^^ "^^^ «""«"

Phliseera^rwlTwrtr -^^
**>« «-°<^^« and

tribute to C^'^or J^T? * ^'^ lawful to give
friends of Je^^JdfrLt^^^ Pretended to be the
to say the word^dS3 1?"*

"t-
''^'^ ""'^

war of hberation. The PhSc """"^ "™ « His
Herod pretended toh^on.^lT ^^^« Patriots, and
had ex^rience of the

°
fri^nHr''-

^"' J«^"« ^ad
Pharisees, and wastt tJrXhnTanlJe^:
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" Render unto Caesar the things that are Cosar's, and
unto God the things that are God's," might meananythmg. It might mean that He was no rebel •

but some would interpret it othei-wise, seeine in
C«sar a usurper of Gods throne. But it was no basi=
for an accusation, and gave no opening for further
discussion. It put the onus of interpretation on the
questioners.

The plot had failed so far, and the enemies of lesu<=
desisted from their attempts to bandy words \vithHun. At dialectic He was their master, and in-
variably made them fall into their own pit. Mean-
while, however, the followers of Jesus vere getting
somewhat impatient. They had not come to Jeru-salem t

.

'k, but to act. One day, as He v/as leaving
the temple, someone called His attention to the
magUL^cence of the temple buildings, and Tesus
answered '• Seest thou these great buildings .? there
shaU n..t be left here one stone upon another, which
shall not be thrown down." This saying was widely
reported, ajid caused serious misgiving It was
re^rted to the priests, and they were both incensed
and excited. Could they not turn it to account?
It certainly seemed that the prophet had been indis-
creet. How would the Galileans like it, for instance ?And covld It not be made the basis of a charge ofblasphemy ? It was true that blasphemy was hardly
a capital charg- but if they had the people on the^
side they might oe able to force PUate's hand.
The disciples of Jesus were also perplexed Peter

James, John, and Andrew formed themselves into a
deputation to ask an explanation. They came toHim on the Mount of Olives, and asked, "When shall
these things be ? " Then follows a long rambling
discourse in Mark, which has been considerably

If !l
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ments which were eem^n^r,
P™''*^ contains ele-

o Jesus, ibough^^^gyP'^^'^iin the teach^
ciples were very cleL as to^h!^^"* °°^ H« dh^
Jesus foresaw His ^eath M, ^''^S* e'*^*'

°^ events,
persecution for His foljli°"°Tt'' ^l

\I^iod of
wo.Jd be strengthened by the Hof^ ^^'^^ *h«y

•narktheendoftheoW^sin^""-. ^"^^^ ^°"1<1
the new dispensatfon" f* ^Wh °^ ^'^ ^"^' ^^^
begin with power and thl „ *jnfdom would th n
to the GentVlin^e th^Si^'°"''^ «« P'-eached
dispensation of the Iri^t^ ^*^ rejected it. This
destruction of e,S aSjfcr^J'' """^ ^ « ^^^^
reign over an et«n^wl^^'l* ^°"Jd return to
kingdom would n^?^ o7fr °^f""i?***-

This
order of nature wo,Jd comedo.r"'^- .^^* P^^^t
^e sun and moon bedSed ^h^t'*^5

'*^^ f»"'
be of "the world to come - a

J^^.^^^gdon, would
faithful dead would yeTg^in

'^ "" ''^^^ ^^e

as?v:rS:|:yisl^t;:il'e end of the world,
reason probably is thai th?!"^ consistent

; and the
t in a much moLd^l'^y/Jried to interpret
Jesus intended, and to mak! ;?«*

^''^'^'^ ^ay than
with their preconceiv^Sea, JnTht'^^-^^P^^''''*hard to believe that lesus^L?

the subject. It is
places of "apocalj^e" auiJ^ "^-^^^ •=°'»»°n-
as doing in iCkJ for hL te«.v'

'* ^''P^«^"ted
a very distinct indi^idLitv ,1 ""^ ^''""''^y has
coinmonsense which -So'beTackSgTer:. '''^^
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it is impossible to think that the apostles could have
remembered such a long, comolex discourse word for
word Nevertheless it is practically certain from the
parables of the " pounds." the " ten virgins," the
marriage feast," the " vineyard," etc., that Jesus

did look forward to the conversion of the Gentiles,
tne tall of Jerusalem, the persecution of the Church
and the final realization of the kingdom in heaven—
a realization in \diich all His faithful disciples would
«>^e. and He Himself play a leading partf
The effect of this discourse cannot have been alto-

gether encouraging to those who still cherished a hope
that David s kingdom was about to be restored. The
apostles had followed Jesus partly no doubt from
love, but partly also in the hope of reaping a rich
rewardfortheir infidelity. Thegrowingrealizationthat
theu- reward was indefinitely postponed, and that itwas to be preceded by a time of stress and trial, was
unpleasant for all of them ; and they still hoped
against hope that it would not be so. StiU, for most
of the apostles, withdrawal was now impossible.
They loved and trusted Jesus too much to be able to
leave Him in His hour of trial. But one of them
Judas Iscanot, was apparently so chagrined by his
disappointment that he determined to hasten on a
crisis. He went to the chief priests and offered to
betray his Master. It is hardly possible to doubt
that m doing so he was not altogether sordid, and
that he desired to force the hand of Jesus, and perhaps
of God. His faith had failed him. He could not goon any longer trusting without some sign. But as hearr^ged his dastardly conspiracy with the enemies
of Jesus he probably hoped that Jesus would yetconfound theni, and perhaps would even live to thankhim for what he had done.
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g

alone, and whe^farW^ ,
* "^ ^'f^ ^^«n almost

ing, when uSoyirZS-^^ ^'' '° ^'^^ «^»-
suburbs. He mnct kIT-^ .

^*^« dispersed to the

to Pilate as early asdoS '^^y,"^.'?'«t behurried

It was not the passovor m»a i
^ H ^ °* *^* ^ast.

sent, but on the evS^'f'^'^'it'y^^P^^t^^Pre-
paschal-lambwassrar'jest^ol^^^^^^^ °" ^^''^^h''
He was to be betraved th^t ,^i i,l

*''^''P°'*'" that
go and do that wSle h,H f***' ^^ ''^'^^ J^^^s
supper. He tolkttd LdtJ^Ttd^'^"' ^^^^
them, and said " this i^ m„ k j * ^^ ^ave it to
a cup and made them iinTof it

^,1. """.^ ^' '°°^
the new covenant in m^w ^ . '

''"'* ^<^' this is

to continue this cSemonv"! '^'^ «« t°ld them
was a covenan betw^n Hi^ ^^^ ^""^ S°°«- I*

He was gone He woXt! TeTh
*^^'"' ^^at when

they would still be fakhfnl tn h^ ^"'i'"''''
^""^ t»»at

It was a symbol of uSvth ""^.'/«*i
*° «ach other,

in which every part "haL?^
™'*y °^ the one body

all are one '^
^^ *^* '=°"™°n We. so that

anl't^iTthtrX^l'^- -- loyalty to Him
totheMountof Ohvlftr,A^l ^"]?' ^""^ ^^^t out
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!?,J5* *j*^^'..*^^ prophesied that all would be
scattered. The disciples reiterated their love and

l^r.'^%f''' '"'^*^ *° die with Him if

t!!^!^ . *u^''' *? *^*'' "^ the foremost
; and

hr™% i.*l*''?i
*^* ^^^^^ cock-crow he wouldnave denied his Master.

When they came to the garden, Jesus took Peterand James and John ahead^ and then, biddW themwatch, went stUl further Himself, to pray Jes,^

'^^'r?'
**•*• "^ ^"^^^ ^^ thought of all that He

.S?s''Tv^«°*\°"«-^-
Therelasnocowi'dSe

Zmi%i ?i^^°"«
Who ]s not morbid and unwhole-some d^iikes the sordidness of a trial and Tesus

^Z^V ^t *^^ *°"1«^ '"^"Jve eveb' det£ odegradation that His enemies could contrive Hewould be seized by the priests' guards,l^SurrS
ustice. He would be condemned, treated with

H^S'S.'^H °''*'°iP*- 'P''* "P°°- buffeted,mocC
^Zt ^ '^tfl*^ ^y ""^ «*^ ^°"ow«s- Then, at

wouWii c^ '"^"y^ "'*° crucifying Him. Hewould be stripped and scourged by the soldiers

??.^*i^^°'''^ !f
°ff t°Cdvary,theplJeofexS.^

JL™,^Mm"^f'5 "^^PP^ naked,^dexposed uZ:
temot H^Inf^'^'w

P""'"P«ctacle, a thing of con-tempt. Helpless He would hear the triiunohantmocking of His enemies, and worse stiU,SS
healthv mS" * "^^

°,°i
^ P'"^!^ which anynealthj mmded man could contemplate without

ftT~
*"•*

r°"- J'^^ ""«'ty andUdi£°ortw^e repulsive. Yet Jesus did not flinch. If?was necessary. He was ready to go through with i
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f'^uXf^^^Tl^^"'^ God had marked out
less He pra^ that^V ',vf/°"^'^' ^^^^^^
;•
Father.Vth4,Lep3e toV^

""='="^^y-

this cup from me -nZt^^u ? ^}^^^ ' '^'nove
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CHAPTER XII

The Death of Jesus

Three times Jesus came back to the three apostles

ThT ^"''^'^i?/*
*° watch, and each txme He found

thf^f^'^^'P- ^u' ^}^^ ''""' «« ''^^d the sound ofthe soldiers in the distance. The time for watchingwas past; the time had come when sleep was"!good as any other course. He went to meet His
enemas and Judas greeted Him with a kiss cryW
seS'd'H^,^ 'h " T, ' *•«"' ^"l the soldim

!hm!1 « "^ expostulated with them for theirviolence. He was not a robber. He twitted themwith bemg obliged to come and seize Him by ^^okncc

.»e\:S; i?yS;^*^
*-" ''--^'^^-S

ciples fled incontinently. Afterwards Peter turnedand followed secretly.
luraea,

t.I^V'^^^^ .^^ j"^''^' w^e waiting, and the

un « ^!?-, Unfortunately, they could not trumpup a capital charge. Jesus remained silent. Therewas no pomt m His making a defence. He watSthe witnesses contradicting each other, and th^grow-ing impatience and baffled fury of the HighS
ironH^""

™^S°^.^rf proceeding, ^his asMy of

excuse for condemaing One on whose death they haddecided for the simple reason that He was too taith
16
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ful, too full of the burning Spirit of God to be endured
by the representatives of an eflete formalism. It
was not the business ofJesus to save their dignity from
tiumihation. No amount of circumstance could grace
thM solemn farce with the dignity of a court of j ustice.
At last the High Priest, in desperation, turned to

Jesus and challenged Him :
" Art thou the Christ

the Son of the Blessed ? " he demanded.
Jesus answered, " I am : and ye shall see the Son

ot man sitting at the right hand of power, and comine
with the clouds of heaven."

It was characteristic that Jesus should choose this
moment for the first plain and public assertion of His
claun. Just at the moment when escape was im-
possible, when His disciples had fled, demoralized
when He was bound and helpless in the hands of His
enemies, when there was nothing before Him but a
diameful death, when His words could have no effect
but to play into the hands of His enemies—this was
the time to make the solemn declaration that He was
the Christ, and that the kingdom was His ; this was
the time to show His belief that God really was God
aiid above every human standard of power and
thought.

The High Priest was amazed and delighted. He
had probably anticipated another of those baffling
answers with which Jesus knew so well how to turn
the tables on His foes ; but no, the time for dialectic
was past. The time had come for the issue to be plain
between them. The answer of Jesus was the
challenge of faith. He said in effect, " Take me do
everything that you can to degrade and humiliate
me, hiU me

; nevertheless, you are fighting an un-
equal battle, you are fighting against God. I am the
Christ, and you will admit it hereafter."
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sZ'e tL" ?
'
^'^ "^^ ^"P^^^y- «ho was it that

Jesus a^d he de„"edt-?? °"^"'
'^f

^°"°^«" »*

was the one possession of any value, his love

Pill?e" fr^'i*'^
^-" and%£eS before

paW^ sto.^ ^tTnT^ *° «° *^°"eh *he whole

dragged about ^d^tSd all ^h^'^'T^
^"

father of Alexander and Rufus, to carry iffor Hta

ii
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the Romans Anyhow Se^^^r.^*"
^''^ «?«*'« to

in after yearstXthrL,n.^*^ *
have been proud

bore the'l.ri-s'So«%rHt'™??t°^'Thr;r^^
who would have expected fW t„ ^' v ® *""*•

to fame as to secST thff fh •
^ ""'='' * <='""'

handed downVaT^'^^y'rTmorA^^^^^^^^^^^ "^

saken me " Yet wh;n^ '^' r ^^
''^''* *^°" f""^"«= 1 ret wnen one realizp<! that ; ;- ii.

thev dn ' .^**^«;'J°rg.ve them, they know not wha?
to h£ and"V'''* ^^" °"^ °^ '^« thieves tJned

10 aay shalt thou bo with me in Puadise " ^
,,1;.
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P«L'* "'I^Ku°°u
''^'"*"' "P°" tJ^e "^ross during the

Passover Sabbath Judas, seeing the outcome li his
action, went and hanged himself; the priests and
Pharisees went home, half frightened at the success
of theu- plot

; ajid the disciples went to their upperroom or their lodgmgs to pass the feast day in despVirand shame and fear that their turn might come next



CHAPTER XIII

What Happened Afterwards

^ iT.u f*.^"*''*' ^""SSed themselves at thethought that at last the pestUential carpenter was
finished with They did not attack His dLipTes or

7T^'1^.^^T
*'''"• '^^"y ^""^ ^"'"t^^" the shepherdand the sheep were doubtless scattered. Anyhow

not a hand had been raised either to defend Him or to

w!k^p""?'
^^'^'^Pt that Malchus, the servant of theHigh Priest was said to have lost an ear, and had itput on again by the " prophet."

.
Nearly six weeks passed, and still there was nosign of existence shown by the Galilean's faction.No doubt the sect was broken up, and had dispersed

hT -^wI^''""'
"^^^'^ ^^'°^ <=°^d be trusted todeal with them. They would not dare appear nJerusdem agam for some time after the sharp lesson

they had had. There were rumours. . . There
always are rumours. And the Pharisee and the
priest laughed fatly.

^
Then suddenly Peter reappeared in Jerusalem.

After lying low for nearly six weeks, Peter and all the
rest of the pestilential crew suddenly appeared in
Jerusalem, and openly started to preach. But whaton earth had they left to preach ? Had not the whote
city seen their "Christ" die a felon's death a^
accursed death the most damaging sort of dkth
possible, upon the cross ? What was this nonsense?
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eS fnd h^

t'?erefore by the right hand of Goa

which ye see ^dhTs^[
^'

Ut^'lZtlV' *'";

crucified " *^ ^^''*' ^^^ J^«"« whom ye

as r::i^ b?s;"zr"a:rT'^'^ 'i^'

'^- ^^*--
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Had He spoken to them?

the Chr^mSt' fnTSetd ^7,5"?*"- that

in His name to aU '^opi? ^d h ^
"" *^ ^''''''^

gift of the Holy GhoS^ ^ '' ^"^ ^^^ 8'^^° ^^^^ the

Jut^what about the tomb ? Wasn't His body still

pasiovrretbarH^rdrthS.^rd\fr^^

Was He in the body then ?

boly"' Itloffi'iuTtr"^"*- " --^- ^Pi-itual

apA and dtppirat'^ifr '

^' ''' «^ ""^"^

But where was He now?

seerHim H^'" ^ '^"^' '"^^<^ °f them, and they hadseen Him disappear into the clouds of heaven Rit

Sd^=?he7d?enrii^*^' r-^^^^^^^^^^

world, they woVdt HiiJ^af'' *° ^"^^^^ ^^e

quSns'"andt'rl!^' T>f
«'^^"*^ ^"^^«' to such

absolute aid IshSbt T''"'?'^ P'°P'« ^^^ the

those that were^lthh1m.T,i'*'°^°* ^^ter and
that they glv^in ttl hnM*^

^^^ '^''""'=^ "^ Po^'^'"

works of^S„» iri°i'^T-^'' P^"^*=hing and
believe that ft refted on ah.?"* /I

""''^ '^'^'^"'t to

The chief priests tried f
°^ ^^^'^ ^^ ^"^'"n-

preaching; but thev wonW .l"^"''"*
^'^^'^ fr"""

were imprisoned andThp!
°^ be Prevented. Theyprisoned, and they escaped, and reappeared
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d"cs^sf *Z,?'.V°"^- ,?'y T"""
•^^t^"' ^nd told todesist

,
but they would not desist, and rejoiced thatthey were arcounted worthy to suffer for the Name

vn?r,»f"pr''*°"'*^-
J^"* ^" «''e<="t«d, a zealousyoung Pharisee named Saul went round seekinc

victims But the Church flourished, and Sad waf

™on '' rf """^T
^^"'' ''^^'"e seen Jesus'La vision. The apostles were obliged to flee from

Jerusalem, and they scattered to Anfioch. and Joppaand ^ther places, making fresh converts wherew

fffr ^ !^° about forty years Jerusalem had beendestroyed, the Jews dispersed finally and for always
the old dispensation of the law was past, and that othe kingdom begun " in power."



PART 11

THE CHURCH: ITS IDEAL, ITS FAILURE
AND ITS FUTURE

With special reference to the Church nf f„»i ^beu^ the orthodoxy of a heretic^Sfhelathoti'
of a Protestant.





CHAPTER I

Definition of the Chlrch

unto y?JJCVi' ^K^^^^^ fl'^ ^\^ delivered
which He was betrayed took Jfad'.'" ^^^ "'^ht in
had given thanks He brake it »ni^ ' .^1^^^" He
body, which is fur you thifA

'^ ^^'^- This is my
">«• In like manner I'o thl .

" f^^embrance of
ing. This cup is the new covenan?'in"''

'^P^'' ^^^

?°c.^4r£:L^-™''3? ^eir^rme.^?!!!

and a^tt Sis^-o^Kd? b"""^
'"^-^"•

Greeks wXfboXTee'l^dl''^*''- '*-
"

drink of one Spirit. For thrh'n^^
^"* '^ """^^ to

but many. If ?he foot shSsav C "°* ?"* '"''"'^^
hand, I am not of the bodv ^; ^""^ ^ *" n°t the
of the body. And ifthS 'sh.ii"

"^"^ t^^^e^ore not
not the eye, I am not of thf),^^ ^y- ^^<=a"^ I am
not of thVbodrif the whl^;'^''''°**''«^«^°^e
wherewerethehearing nthil 7 ""^'^ ^" ^y«.
where were the smellW ? rl^^

'^''°^« ^^^ heariig,
members, each one ShembX t^'}

^°*^ ^* *^-
pleased him. Andif they w^reali'^^ ^' -"''*" ^' '*

were the body ? But noJtZ "^ member, where
but one body^ And he evJ r

^ ^t ""^"y '"^'n^ers,
I have no need ofthee ^or^"°* TJ ^"^ *he hand

G • °'' ^^"1 the head to the
97
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m!!; J[i"'''*«"."v."'-;"',"'
y^"- ^-^y- -""^li rather, tl.osemembers of the b,..dy which seem to be more fceb^are necessary

: and those parts of the body which we^unk to be less honourable, upon these we bestow

^v^n? "t^"^''°"°"''-
^"^ ""' uncomely part^have more abundant comeliness

; whereas our comelyparts have no need : but God hath tempered the

r,"Jf^lf^^'Vr\"'"'' '"^""d^'"* ''™"- to tha?

h^ bodv h^,.l= l^^^
'^'"^ ''"'"''* ^ "° ^^hism inthe body, but that the members should have the

sXetTTth'" "^'r
Andwhetheronemem^

m»r^ • ^ ^ members suffer with it ; or onemember is honoured, all the members rejoice with it'Now ye are the body of Christ, and severely Sm^bers thereof."-I Corinthians xii. 12-27

andanthem.rh''^'',!
'"^"^ """"^^^ '" °n« b«dy,and all the members have not the same office : so wewho are many, are one body in Christ, and severXmembers one of another."-Romans xii.

g^^^'^'^
And He gave some to be apostles' and someprophets

;
and some, evangelists and sC, pastes

t^^l^^tV ' '"" ^^^ perfecting of the saints, untothe work of mmistering. unto the building up of the

^^ °'
^'Tl'- ,!'" ^' ^" ^"^^ *° the uni"? o tJefa h, and of the knowledge of the Son of God^Zo a

f,t^ ;?Jf
"'.""*? *^^ ""^^^"^^ °f the statureTf thefulness of Christ

: that we may be no longer chilXen
tossed to and fro and carried Ibout with^^vefyS

the wiles of error
; but speaking truth in love mavgrow up m all things into Him%hich is thTCad^even Christ

;
from whom all the body fitly framed ^dknit together through that which every o^ts^ppheth, accordmg to the working in due measure ofeach several part, maketh the increase of^the bLly

fii'
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unto the building up of itself in I

- ,.
"V. 11-16. • ^ "**" '" '°ve."-Ephesians

b<^^iml%lTy S^rfn""^ ^'^""^ '^ "- hus-

beareth fruit, H clea?Jh it fh Tr" '''^'"^h that
fruit.

. As thit ' ; '^ '"'"y'^^f'no'-e
itself, except -it atid'Ltte^rn 'T ^^"'' "'
except ye abide in m "

I im fh
'"."^"''er can ye.

The meamng of the definition

thaiS: ctrfh' wth i'L°^.'''"^^"
This means

numberofmenaridwomeXLS*'°" °'
I

'^^^e
n race and language and n,,r*-^'^°'" «=^<=h other
and temper, ha! gft to 11,"h f^

""'^ occupation
Jesus Chris . Itfmenib^rs h^

^* Personality of
different, just as tL m k ^^^*' ^ot to remain
different 'but thevhTv?.nr.°'K"

'^"'"^ """y are
life, to be ol^d ent to Jsin^' ^^

P*'*' °^ ^ '*"8'«'

with each other so as to r.r
^^\ ^^^ *° '="'"btae

that will, just as the L° k
'y,^"* *he purposes of

controlledV^un^L boS: do
"' °'

"
''*^'*''y ^"^ well-

ThXh^Td^^Sd^^^^^^^ a personality,

and felt and unders ^d ra -^ '"''"' '*'«" heard
gets into touch with oiher'n.r.'rr"* ^^'''^^^- ^^
standandbeunderstoodb'^^^^^^^^^

o«tHiswor^or^^tlrn\tro1;i?dn
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God and so freeing them from tht tyranny of false

U T^.J!^'^''
'°'"T' '*"=^ '"^•'""l obedience.

If a man s body is inefficient he cannot make him-

^ iT^ZT^"!, «'V"*°
*°"^'» ^i^h "ther men^f

inZ. I
^"'^ ''''.'"'' ""'^ '^'"'^ ""d crippled and

IrM '

c' P<:T",'^'ty "-eniains shut up out of theworld So w.th Jesus Christ, unless His body the

stood bvm'"^*''^-
"" *=""""* '^^^' """«^» "nd'rtstood by men, or carry on His work in the world, or

except as a person m history, like C*sar or Socrates

Su7rhh"m""*">^^S°* t" t^V and make heChurch healthy, and until we can do that our Lordvnjl not be able to increase the kingdom of God o„

and «i?
^^^

^Z^^u
" '"''" ^^"'^ ""'' manymembers,and each member has a desire for it? own develoD^

sires that demand satisfaction. So have the aooetitpand the palate. The muscles want tX stronTliddemand to be practised. The mind wants °o%T

JL^t.H hn/'' •
'','f"t''"Mhi"KS. And the badly

m!m^ 1^^." i^^ .°"« •" ^'''<=h some particuWmember has got what it wants at the expense of th^rest. For instance, some men are simplv sexual

to the satisfaction of the organs of sex. Other men

^^r^.T^^'^l
"""^ r*^'°e «'^«' Others are on^Jearned, and have big heads but weakly bodies

I?d^fnr^®""
are simply strong, and have no know-edge or sense. Others spend all their time lookingte beautiful pictures and scenery, and Ibten^ng tobeautiful music, and have no kin<taess or strength or
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and a diseased Uvrr r\ ,
* ^'"^ digestion

knowledge of human „aturT ''""^ ''*'^* '""^ *

Sir?"----™—"
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perhaps best to be a cynic, for then one wUi be inharmony with a meaningless and purpo^Ls nato^But Christianity takes its stalid on the love of

huiS bo?v ^?°J'^''y
^ Pfrfect control of Hi

tw!? ^'
.*.
™^^"* "lore than that. It means

^1 nf r'^'.T^"*?: °^ J«^"*' ^hich once showed ?he

^m1 tt
?'°"^'^ *'•^^"'"^ b^'^y that was bomot Mary the Jewess, could also show the will of Godthrough any other human body, and thatHi. p^sonaiity is the sum of all the goodness of aU the :^nand women that ever have been or ever wUlXChristianity says that if men and women caneXdym then- own lives the personality which wlToni

SrablVof'h
'' *''-^ -"J be--e the best tTat they

^ mtn !,
''«<=°'"'ng- And Christianity says that

personality of Jesus, because He is alive and notdead, and through prayer and the sacra^entTthev

^?h H^ 'cl
""^ 'P^'* "'^''^^ -"'m^ them Sne

cTculates frl^^Th ''"V^^'^
"''=^"' ^''«° the bloodcirculates freely through the veins, and makes thpmpart of one single life, and just as t^e mTmters oU

Sh^n""'?':-^"'' fl^ " the valves are c"^ed up^dthe circulation of theblood impeded; so men and

byThTs'^Wrwh'i'i?*'
useful whenThey ^e animaSoy tne bpirit which was m Jesus, and are dead anduseless when the Spirit does not make them aliveAccording to Christianity the personality which
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.^"e^TetW° ""*"
'° *'',' ^^y °^J«« °i Galilee

Lord SX'nH ?! P*T"?''^y °* **•« Son of God, the

a^d wome„^»r<. .
'• "^^ *^°"eh the Church menana women are to come mto touch with Him THa

wSs ^?.i^ fM'^y- ^ "'''^^ He st^"Ves Ld
tTe lov^pn^Pf^'' *'^°"6'' ^'^^'^'^ "<= ^till proclaims

tS tie vision iT^'Tf'
°* ^'^'^' °P^"'"g '"«"'« eJ!^

nnhKomTste^d'''™ ''''' '"''' -^ ^^--'

viJlin' and tLTf*'
^l^^*'^

^ '"^'"'^y °" ^ wonderfulviol n, and then an orchestra under his direction tried

ments. They would not play in unison but in harmony; and until the players had ^ra^^^ed and

^f^^r
him then: playing of the melody would be

tC thrl'i:''
^""/"^ ^" '^"'y ^^y d° it less justice

B^iL^hT flf^^y''^ °" ^''^ ^'"gJe instn-ment.But m the end, if they tried loyally each to play hisOTO part in harmony with the rest and in St
tWi th.

^- ^^ "",'" ?"'=°"^^™8 °^ the melody even

that ^H .T^' P'^y^S on the one violin. And inthat perfect harmony each individual player would

XTLr' "°" °"* °^ '>''"-" thLK h"ad

So in the world of men and women. Jesus is themaster who once played the melody of heaven on hesingle mstrument of His human life in PaSebut the same melody needs for its perfect renderingthe combination of all men and wo^en playing eachon he instrument of the life that God has givin in

t^^dutttr
*° ''' ^-^^^ -^- ^"'^ ^-"
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the life-giving Kdbto fh^tlLtoTfh^' ^hT^^^members; but unfnr+„^,* i \.v °' *°® diiferent

up, the hA'^n^2StlLTT'"'''°'''^
fail to work in harmony wkheatth

*''*
"^f"^"seem numb and dead.

*""' ^^ ™^y



CHAPTER II

Protestantism

English Proiestaniism.

sinners. He was the stern crit c of the rich and th^
respectable, because, though they obeyed thfconventions and laws and traditions of men hey mis^dthe beauty of the holiness of God. Though thev ^re

IKfiSdSKbL^ "^^ ^"-'"^ -^ -=
Now If we look at English Protestantism we find

of old 1^'if* *''"* Jesus found in the Phari^es

ri^ ; K,
P?,.^*"^ generally, it is the rich and therespectable that are found in church and chapelMen and women who have sinned against the c^-

Irflnnv ^^ t'^''"
^^*,°° ^°°' *° ''^y decent clothesa^e looked askance at if they attend public worship.Simple people very often cannot understand orfoUow the services What is required of the goodProtestant ,s that he should be honest in busine^

moral in his private life, reasonably generous insupportmg the funds of the church orchapd owhich he be ongs^and regular in his attendance a?public worship. He should also have " the assurance
of salvation "and shake his head over those whohave not. But, after all, this is very much like the
description of the Pharisee in Jesus Christ's story ofthe Pharisee and the publican. The Pharisee was
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more generous and more able to uXs™nd ffi^

often fiL ""^ ^"''^ J"^^"^ '^^s done! for you ^'
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The origin and root idea of Protestantism.

HJI^^S^f^*'"" !?
"^'y ^'^'^°*- ^t elates from the

fi^nn , f
^P°'^-\'- ^'°" ^^^ *™e of the cruci-

fixion of Jesus right up to the conversion of the

CWh°nf pk" r*'"V"'^'y 300 years later, theChurch of Christ was Protestant. That is to say it

l^Vi^
association of small scattered groups 'of

H^« f; rL "^T. ^7""^ *° "^* P"'^' "nseffish, holy
lives m the midst of a pagan society, which was full
of open cruelty and immorality. They were trying
to be the light of a very dark world. Amidst hatredand persecution they tried to keep up a high stan-dard of brotherhood and holiness. And in thestrS
r^nVc'^l'"'^ *^y

""^'^ °^^^^^ t° ^'''^'"de from thiirranks those who were notoriously immoral, or who

st'^^1"'^'7il'^
'^"'^''y- The force of'circum-

stances forc»>i them to be a little narrow and in-
tolerant and exclusive.

o Jm T^^'°^ '^ ^^^^^^"^ *^'« '^al of the Church, asa little band of samts trying to be the light of a verydark world, can be applied in England to-day, andthe answer is that it cannot. To begin with thetnglish nation, though one would hardly describe

Itl ^^ ^r u
""'^^"^y n°t godless. There is not a

single Englishman whose ideas of right and wrong arenot mfluenced by the teaching of Jesus. In the
abstract ahnost everyone admits that public spirit
mdependence of character, purity of life, unselfish-

°^,,^ fene'-osity, humUity, and brotherly love are thenght Ideals. The conscience of Jesus Christ is reaUv
the supreme moral guide of Englishmen, though
they may not always admit it. This being the ca^,
the attempt to separate the saints who are saved from
the srnners who are damned has led to the applica-
tion of external tests of an artificial kind. Whether
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JeSr^*
°' -thodoxy-whether one believes the

lal'^.H fl°*
^«pectabUity-whether one obeys thelaws and the conventions of society

^

serv£str*not.'°^''*^-"'^*'''='- °- ^"-''^ ^.tain

su,?'
*"* °' clothes-whether one has a Sunday

saJfs^SaThTlinnlf;^SrL^'^'^r ^^
the heart, can do that. xTe onlyXt oftW "f^^fhas been to make the Church inl:l?LS *"'*'

and formal and hypocritical We have Idrrsame m,stake as the Pharisees, and turaed wS 'l;meaijt to be a help into a burden. The Kbt ^'hcreeds, the Prayer Book were all m:>/.L '
^^^

man for them ;\ut just a^X ShSi LuT-il"*selves mto slavery to the law so we hftfv w
^ives into slaver/to the BibTe^dThe^e, Bookand the creeds, and have miwH tt,- ^ j '

Christ. We have alsoS tSL' mistat oTthePharisees, and confounded respectabili>v ^^^ ,

.ty with holiness. RespectabflKs aSelvl
'^"

tmnal thing, defined b/artificiaKt^dSL^S
by men. J. orality is a result of holiness but °t^not hdmess, and may exist without holiness Mer^morality ,s negative, holiness is positive Mora^^vIS ice, holmess is fire. Morality is conventio,^? ff^

Thumb'Te'^^r-
**°^^">' i '^f saTsfiiait

is humb e and aspn-ing. Morality is of the worl?holiness IS m the world, but of heaven. MorditTrinbe reached, holiness is infinite and etern" mS?"
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U not doing wrong, holines* is trying to be good
Morality IS governed by reason, toliness by love

,/tV ': ;,
• ^"°* • • • all knowledge

; ... and
If I bestow all my goods to feed the poor ..." I am
nioral all right specially if I do the bestowing through
the Charity Organization Society; but according
to the apostle of Christ, " if I have not love, it
prohteth me nothing."
No, morality is not holiness, and English Protes-

tantism is not Christianity; it is much too respect-
able. If we are to make our Church a more living
limb of the body of Jesus Christ, we must make itmore Catholic. We must get in the lame and the
poor and the sinners and the harlots, and lots of
simple, straightforward working men, speciaUv
carpenters and fishermen. And if necessary we mustmake a scourge of small cords and drive out the rich
and the learned and the conventional. And if
necessary we must "destroy the temple," burndown the cathedrals and churches, and retire
to uppCT rooms and gardens, and deserts and
Doats. We hope it may not be necessary ; but
at whatever cost we must make room for
the Master, and remove all the things that keep
tiim from us.

There may have been, in fact there probably was a
tune m the history of the English, when Protestant-
ism was as necessary and as feasible as in the days
before the conversion of Constantine ; but that day
has passed In the days of the Roman Protestants
the Church was small and ncc-. .nd its members
were many of them slaves and people of humble
origm and it was persecuted. So, too, was the
Protestant section of the Church in England in the
old days when the king and the bishops and the
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magistrates were all opposed to it I„ », ^

respectrbl^tsilts&^eSt.'""'^ ""^"^"^ ^^



CHAPTER III

Catholicism

The meaning of the word Catholic.

The wwd catholic means through all Whenapplied to the Church it means that it must indude

of Christ. There can be only one body of Christ ^dthere can be only one Catholic Church But ih^emay be many limbs in the body, and many parts'bthe Church. Nevertheless, all parts must act 1.^part of a whole, or all will suffer
^ "

The Church became Catholic after the conver<iin«of Constantine. for then the whok Roman worWbegan rapidly to fcUow the example of kT em^rorand profess Christianity. The work of the CWh
immediately changed. It could no longer ^t

"^K* rf """^ty °* ^^^ people trS t^eeoup a high Ideal in a corrupt and hostife ,forid Ithad to make the world part of itself, cleanTt, fill t

,nH ^t ^^^.°^ ^'"'^* h^d suddenly shot upand as with a quickly growing child, there was a

wou d suffer. It had new possib lities new resnon/

^1« i.
'"/

'I'''
^"^ ^ '^^"g^^ that the bodySbe less firmly knit together, and the different members less under control. And as a matter of hiTto^vthe Church developed certain weaknesses at tStime from which it has never since entirely recovered
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Weaknessis 0/ Catholicism.

BISHOPS

Rome still sits en«^onedT„ a n,1
*^' ^'^°P °'

P«tty kingdom, andls™„Vd fe?,^J"'«^
°^ «

lomatists in red hats Sn 7« ^y mtriguing dip-

)ive in "palaces." ^e addrlr^dTs ^"^f "f^^^m the House of Lords and h^it .^^ ^°^^- «»
dignity of their positfon^ Of rn '^f^?."? the

realize' how abs^t^d it is f^r X'''J"^'^''l"'^'
herds of Christ's flock to tl J u''"^ ^"P-
honours and position anAh; I. "^'^ ^V °^^^<^d
seigneur Bitn^u°^'„vf.^ longingly of " Mon-

«s too strong for them Thi rl^ u'P°"***"*'"«
worldly, and isnolonTerfrL

^"^'^ ^ "^'"""^

DOGMA

philosophies and Oripnfalr^i.V!^. *"* ^'^ek

Christii,ity ThVy°eret^^^^^^^^^
Christians,\nd justl^keZn Jk ^^ ??* ^^''5' «°°d
jectual problem.' Up tilSatti^! rf^•' "" '"*«'"

in the main, been ai^attemnt ^v ^''"^^'.^'ty had,

and what creeds theTewereTrl.'',^ 'P^'*"*' '"«
the facts of exJrienL^^

were simply statements of

For instance tCrf- .
'^^^"^ *^^* '«« depended
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tact with Him, their lives became quite diffwent
Their wealcness and fear and snobbishness and greed
disappeared. They knew that the change waf^otbrought about by their own strength. They kne>v

r«..'lT *'''%'y ^P'"*' *»" ComforterTwhom
;esus had promised, that made them new men. So,

\l *,!Ii"''*?' ^^y '"^* *»'*^ hat they knew-that

Sfnn^iT'^ '?.^'"^ the Father, and in Jesus ChrisHis only Son-the man that Pilate crucified, and who

n°hn^*T
And in the Holy Ghost. The^e was nophUosophy about this-nothing to argue about Itwas either true or not true ; and from their own ex-

perience they were willing to bet their lives, even inthe cu-cus, that it was true. But now these philoso-
phers came along and asked conundrums How
covad Jesui oe God and man ? How could the Son

Sn^i^^tl^V ""*
i°"'«J th« Father, Son and Holy

^w !v V!^ ^^' ^""^ y^t t^i*""^ be only one God ?
If the Christians had been wise they would have

stuck to the^ guns and said, " We can't know all
about God We can only know what God has chof«ii
to tell us. We know that so much is true, and if youtry to work it out in practice you will find that it is
true. But exactly how it ought to be put philoso-
phicaJly we neither know nor care." Unfortunately
the Clu-istians tried to argue, with the result that they
argued for about 200 years, when the barbarians
came and stopped them. But meanwhile the faith
had got tied up in little fifth century boxes, like the
Athanasian Creed. We have never stopped making
dogmas and arguing about them. Roman Catholicism
has added the immaculate conception of the Virgin
and the mfallibility of the Pope to the faith in quite
recent years

; while many Protestants would have
liked to enunciate as a counterblast the infaUibility
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subject, as the behaviour of the sin on t^"
*° '"'''

MASS

was meant to defoe S everX m
"''^'' "^^''^

Church and the iZ] of' ifuHic .^*u'"« °' «'=

who swarmed into the fhurchat'?hc'/'''
''"^'''^'

Constantine must needs brine in *ti
'''"'°" °'

stitious ideas. They did noUn Lf.""™ '"P*"-

members of Christ • but thl,, *
'^'^ "^^"^ *° ''^

in the mysterSTnd m\"gic 'o K"ewltio '^ S^
wUV';?^rtL\^i-¥:i^^^^^^•*i just as when the pagan priest
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I^irir?»1."
^^•"*«ti'"' "ver the idol of hi. Rod the

THE CUP
From this followed the refusal of the priests to

•OT. «( Ih.i „1 CmstmVL ^ "" ™-

I-y«TIN

Since Holy Communion had become a bit of ma^ic
L^tTT^^f '""^'' ^h^t language wa^^l^:

ABSOLUTION

Constantine. We have said in fl c . ^ *""® "^
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hiin. he will have the power to mend. Therefore the
declaration by Jesus " thy sins are forgiven " was
effective in saying the sinner from despair, if hebeheved that Jesus knew. The pronouncement o?
forgiveness by Jesus did not alter God's attitude tothe su,„er, .t altered the sinner's attitude tow^dsGod, ajid made him take advantage of the fact ofGod s love and forgiveness. Just as Jesus is always

ot the bread and wine enables them to realize the

;^^!"°?u^^" ^* ^"y "^^e"" t^e
;

so God always

Lrfr"'
the sinner who really repents, but the d^!

laration by the priest in Christ's name of this factbnngs the fact home to the sinner, urges hta to

W^i'T!!^"'!'
^"*^ '?^'''^ h™ *° c°™t on God'slove m fighting temptation. This, we think, the truenieamng of pnestly absolution," and surely it is the

Si?rrh^
tl'- Church of England; but the"^ RomanChurch, and certain advanced Enghsh churchmenseem to preach the to us impossible doctrine tTa?God does not forgive until the priest gives the wordOne explanation of this custom of priestly absolu-

ne t?/rh
'°\'

u ^'^r '^' ^°"^^^^'°" of Constt-

rZ^ •'"''''
,''^^u'^«" °"'e^'^ t° e«l"de fromcommunion people who fell into such sins as adulteryand Idolatry, and before being readmitted to com-mumon they had to make a public confession of theirsms in the presence of the whole congregation. After

theconversionof the court of Constantine the numberof these confesnons became so great that the congre-

prksT
^^^^^^"^ ^^^ '^"ty °f hearing them to the

However the custom arose it has certainly hadvery bad effects The Roman Cathohc is often notat all troubled about leading a good life if he thinks
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that he can get absolution before he dies. The
system has only one advantage, and that is that il
makes the sinner feel that he has a right to be in the

Tu j'/"^ ^^^""^ ^^ ""^y "^o^e to love the Master.
Ihe difference in this respect between Roman
uathohcism and English Protestantism might besummed up by saying that the message of Romanism
IS, li you can't be a saint, be a sinner, and get abso-
lution, while that of Protestantism runs, "If you
can t be a saint, be a Pharisee." Surely the message
of Christ was, If you can't be a s^int, try, and God
will help you to succeed."

SAINTS

Finally, the pagans who came into the Church
would not give up their ancient shrines and images
and festivals

; so these were " Christianized "by
turnmg the gods into saints. It is said that there is
stiU a shrme in Sicily dedicated to " Santa Venera "

on the spot where once stood a shrine of Venus.

SUMMARY
'To sum up, the charge against Catholicism is thatm trymg to mclude the world it became worldly

The hmbs pf the body of Christ which are caUed
Catholic seem to be paralysed by the bandages

of superstition and magic and language and phUo-
sophy and greed and worldly arrogance and power.
But the bandages are dropping off from sheer old

^^'^,? ,""'*=^5 new ones are woven the (jreat
Catholic hmb of the Church may yet gain fr,

.'dom
ot movement and real power.



CHAPTER IV

Protestant Catholicism

SSn7?n!? r';.*,^' *'l"
^^""""^ «h°"W be bothrtotestant and Catholic, that it should both shamr

Sniri ^^ " f^^ *'"*=''• "> embracing all good life

The Church has the following chief d„fi«

It IS to be Catholic it must help every type of man =.n^woman to worship, teach in such a wa^^s shXlIowfreedom of growth to all truth, fight ^^ y fa eS

III
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The Church in England.

We must now go on to see how these principles can
b« or are apphed in England, and the moment one
mentions England one realizes what a very compli-
cated probkm it presents from the Christian point

, "r^"!; r"
^"g'a'i'l there are three distinct ideals

of Catholicism represented. First the national
Church of England claims to be the true Catholic
Church m England. Its ideal is that each nation
should have one Christian society, including every
Christian m it ; and that all these national societies
should be self-governing members of a world-wide
federation which should be the Catholic Church
All these societies should have certain common
features which shouM secure their unity They
should be governed by bishops consecrated in one
and the same way

: the same sacraments of holy
communion and baptism should be administered by
priests ordamed in one and the same way and ex-
plained in one and the same sense. The same creeds
should te the definition of belief for all, . id the same
Bible the ultimate source of authority under God
The different churches of the one federated Church
should recognize each others' members, priests
bishops, and sacraments; and questions affecting
the whole Church should be settled by councils of
bishops. This is the ideal of the Church of England
and It was also the ideal of the ancient Church It
will be found, for instance, in the letters of Ignatius
who was martyred early in the second century

Unfortunately the Church of England has not
succeeded m including all the English Christians in
Its borders, and in failing to be in fact the Church of
the whole nation, it has failed to be in fact the
Catholic Church in England. Also it has failed to



^
"° THE LORD OF ALL GOOD LIFE

^1oTei£lts&f f.^""^ ^' °^ the East.

Secondly^eS s
t^,l*^'l«^^tion ^^^h them. '

to that ^hichZ^S.l!^Z^,f'^;^I^^^i^^^
mstead of a fed«^tion the Rom '"'^^''''^'''Pt t^^^*

gastical empire ruled bvth^P fT *° «=<Je-

Roman Chwch hS failid fr,
t!°P* °^ ^°'"«- The

sect in Engl^i oX^ *° '^ """^ than a smaU
narrowness. ^ *° '*^ superstition and

woL'&'a fedtrlS::^^^^ ideal, which
but disowns the Xu^l?,"''^^ !?

""^ Church,
Church of Eng^a^'^":?i?^;,""'ty desired by the
admit the necefsityofuntformw

^^""'"^^ will not
and uniformly ordainedS^ *'°"*?'"^**^'^ ''ishops

external tests or «f^ T^***'
"O' '"deed of any

the Free ctheftell'.i Unfortunat^
and perhaps^oreS f^ t^*^ ^°. ^« Catholic

'Y^tS£'"*"4" "^^^^^^^ ""'^

whaVstrn^tKtr f^ '^ ^° •^--
which is in rsens^th°**^^^h"^^J^°f England,

Protestantism and CathoiicTsm''*'"! !^l
^t^^'"

what way it can bes^nr^^ i? ' ^'^ *° discover in

CatholicreS K^P^V^^'r^^^'^ "iti^at^

courses open to" t."^"sSrSA'h "^"^ ^^ *^°
guards the Church ofSand rn ,M

^"«"j. safe-

secure an external „r,;^^-Il '^°^'^ immediatelv
and red."e the™dea o r^f ^'l^

^'^' Church?
doing so it would In« % "**'°?^' Church

; but in
with th^ RoS aid c- ifrf''•'^*y °^ ''"^ing "P
course open t^ U i^Jo t^v to

^'^'^''- '^^^ ^«">d
to make Dissent unnecSUvwhiP tt'"^'"' "^ ^«
keeping the safegu^Tw^fehtho.,lH*^'

?'"'*"•-«
-de reunion uftimatelj'^^'^s Jfe^^'l'tin™-
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?M°L*^* '"'
^^^l*"

*''** *••* E"8lish Church
should try to move. There is a third dternative-
to stay exactly as it is. But this is surely a counsel of

nltZ- '°j;f-^
P^^^-^t.the English Church fulfils noneof the conditions requu-ed even of a national Church.



CHAPTER V
Catholic Worship

SS-HSrSr- ^^"^" "" '""^ Church of

f'^rtL'SSXi ^^°^-^ ---"

be It never so ancient and venerLe! ^ *

The object of Holy Communion.

his brother ITs S^Vhe s"^lSd^?t°"f''P,,^^^^
embody the F«rsonahty a j£usSLt TW^.*"

ideaUheMasS;^S^^5:S?--ge.-51^
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himself, he is to forgive others. Loved himself, he isto love all men. Strengthened himself, he is to

so he IS to suffer for others. In so far as in him liesand m ccKoperation with all other men who love hisMaster.he IS to try to reproduce the life of Je-- -s

Lhnst...ndmsofarashereallytriesJesusChristl
.

•,

him and strengthens hiir with the Holy Spirit. There

Hi th'A°-y.'f
*?'" '^^ ^^''''^ ^^^"^«« ^ * •no'nentM that his life IS meant to be, and all the forces which^e ever ready to help him. The forgiveness of hissms, the presence of the living Christ, the gift of the

C^l^^"u'.^^' ^'"r^^'P °f '^' whole Catholic
Church-all these are his, and at the supreme moment
of communion they are all reaUy present to him
under the wonderfully all-embracing symbols of theoread and wme.

The object of Morning and of Evening Prayer.
Then, at morning and evening prayer, come themore prosaic elements of worship, and they are

arranged in the Prayer Book services in a beautiful
order. Furst comes humble sorrow and confession
because we have failed, followed by the declaration
that If we are really sorry we are forgiven, and thatGod will help us to do better. Then, in the gladness
that follows forgiveness, come songs of rejoicing and
praise and thanksgiving. These are interrupted for
a tew moments by instruction from the Bible toremmd "s that the best thanksgiving is a holy life
buUt on the sohd foundation of the example of our
Master and His samts. Then comes a great time of
intercession, when we pray for all that is of interest
to us, tor peace among nations, for good government
tor the Church and its ministers and people, for judges
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S?nrKUT„1J,r,JH: 'o' the sick and th.
for the hypocritet j;° ^^ ''^^*^^'» ^nd the sceptics
great timeTSi is

^"^ »j^' ^^e world. The
oi praise whic^^s stUlT^^I

°"^^ ^^ ^^^^ «ot«
thanksgivingand^TeSorTH;""^ ''°^^ ^"h
beautiful service, and may we"i sJrv. ^^

"' '"1™"°" ^
-«>dcrmg what worship ought toT «"'dc m con-

Criticistn.

we^s^rsss^^sr^^^^^
people do not as a raa to ol^ftf« Z^^ '* '^ ^^at
beauty that is there.

^'^ "^ t^en. the

Holy Communion.

point of holy communZ whiT ^""'^^ ^^^ ^^ole
"stheconver^onTthebrerd-^"'- °'^^^ *° *^''"-
andb ood of Christ; whSe the ni«J^'

'"*° *'»'' '^dy
complain that byha^ a ST"*"",' °" *''«°*h«"-
hood and a set form ofLJ^ ^ °'?^"'^'^ i^"est-
sunplicity which is^s2n«ar Tr.rp'^^^*^°>'^6 the
g've no satisfaction. We mu.f .

*he Romans we can
which of us is right • b^tThl T *? *™« t° P'°ve
senters needs cSl coUw f*'""°"

°f the Dis-
quite clear abou™ ob?e^?"'f'

°"- ^e must be
hood and a uniform sS,e T^e °/^tf P"est-

alwayshasJtseyeonthefufn;^ a
^"^'ish Church

of a universal Church Snn^ "'^ °" *he possibihty
exist, it would be almost^r"".? f"*=''

^ <^hurch to

?houldbeableinev™tof1f"^ *?!?* ^'^"^t'ans

- ^^^ ^eat service ofL^^XfSCjJ.lh^tr^-
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of holy communion. It is a beautiful idea that where-
ever a Christian should go in all the world, and inwhatever strange language his brothers in Christmight be worshipping, he should always be able to
follow this one service, and find it the same every-
where. After all, holy communion, enshrining as it
does the eKence of our faith, is the obvious basis of
unity. And there seems to be no good reason why
as we all come to understand its meaning more fully
there should not in this one thing be uniformity.'
Therefore the English Church has tried, as far as
possible, to keep to the old form of service in whichfrom very ancient times, the rite of the breaking of
bread and the drinking of the cup has been set.
Besides this, the set form of service and the specially
ordamed ministry are a certain guarantee that themeanmg and beauty of the service will not be lost
If it were to be celebrated anyhow and by anybody
there would be grave danger that false interpreta-
tions might creep in, and important features allowed
to drop out. In this matter we think that the
Church of England would not sei-ve the cause of
ultimate catholicity by sacrificing what seems to be
beautifd and useful for the sake of an immediate
unity which would mean the impoverishment of the
future. Not by giving up what is beautiful and good
but by mcludmg more of what is beautiful and good'
will the Church of England substantiate its claim to
be Catholic.

At the same time the Prayer Book service might
be improved. To begin with, the ten command-
ments are supposed to stand for a test by which the
Christian is to judge his conduct. They are a very
clumsy test. We do not want to make graven images
nowadays, we don't keep Saturday holy, and we
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the righteousn«i MH ^ •"
''*' *° ^° '^^ beyond

be found that the ten r^m ^ Preparation it will

useful by rteiSgThratK^/"'^^ "'»''''

whKh on the face of thpm tJ, ^'
i^""g a meaning

would surelVb^ mnrhTr. 7 ^° "°* ^<^- ""d it

parallel wori of C^t on 7h*°,
•'""'!".?'•' ^°^ *hen,

first part of tWs bo^k or. " ''"*=? ^°"°^ed in the
the •''two greito'r;„re°nts"-*''''

^'"*"''- ^

exhort^totrndSdaTll*'^ ^--r'"- -^'^ ^he
niiddle. and theTpSes Ih" '°""f^

"^''^ '" *he

behind, seems to mri-„ if
^°'P*'* somewhere

simple peopTe to fffw * """^^^^-"y difficult for

mo^rSder^JEiSfn,"'^'* *" *^^"^'^*«<1 '"to

altering its order ?rm^"'"'. P^!:*'' *'*''°"t 'ea"y

uneducated Sple whom ^rh
°

l*""
«'*'^* '^"«fi* °'

wishtobeabffiiloweTerSg." "'* "°"''

^orf..«f a„</ Evening Prayer

toSci'^JhT;ShYf "T'^^'' '"°« "^b'«

which are characteristic of th^V?"!"^ '^"Suage
and many others besides '

*''°'" ^""y^' ^'^^

bu^intfS*thaTlhe v
' ^"*^""°" °^ ^^^ ^--'=«.

that intention It is a hL!Tv°fi""*' ^° "°* '"'«
ration of forgiveness shn?,W ii"!'?,^^

^^^^ ^^^ ^ecla-

praise
: but ZZTJcholJ°''Z'^ ^^ ^°"6^ '^^

fail to expre<:s anvthfn„ k u
^^ P^^'""^' ^^ry often

on the li^roraTfJs'SSi^ri'r'"^
have something more rccenufSe" Gol?ort
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the victory of the Israelites over Og the King ol
Bashan, and Sihon, King of the Amorite*. There
seems no reason for using the psalms in this unin-
teUigent and haphazard way. If certain particular
psalms were picked out and apportioned to Sunday
use It might be that nothing better could be found
but the onlyresult of the present system is that hardly
have people entered church than they are set to do
somethmg which they cannot do intelligently, and
they therefore fall into a sort of comatose condition
which often lasts till the end of the service, and
utterly destroys the possibility of real worship. We
make the worship of God of none effect through our
tradition. ^
The same criticism applies with equal force to

many of the lessons. The idea of having lessons here
IS good, but the lessons so often teach nothing. This
indiscriminate use of scripture seems to have arisen
as a result of the pernicious doctrine that all scripture
was equally inspired and edifying, and that if it
wasn^titoughttobe.

It is difficult to say whether, if the psalms reaUy
did praise and the lessons really did teach, the
cantiCvS would seem more relevant ; but at present
with the exception of the beautiful song of Simeon
at evenmg prayer, they do not seem to crip. Even
the song of Simeon seems to be rather misplaced,
tor It IS a httle premature to sing " Now Lord lettest
thou thy servant depart in peace " when the service
IS not half over.

The prayers and the litany and the versicles seem
to belong to an ago that is past. The King and the
Koyal Family and the nobUity and the dynastic
wars seem to occupy a place which is quite out of
proportion to their actual importance in the State •
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employers of labm^?„H Ik
"'""'"P'^'tiM and the

actual iiie^ZymrirXT '^"^^ '°^'^ *"h
relevant. Thev muTt ri.li!

°'* '"*=''''^'' »"d
we all need toKLhftn^"'' '''^i'y

*«*"=»' ^^at

andt,.;„g3thatd„S^Vot&i
ul^' '"t^to doubt that they could l^^ «<; "Jf^PosMble

their beauty <,f intLt°on a^d orde °St1h° '''^
time be made inte]Iiffihi« t^ .Z ' ** *"« *ame
children; bru„tKVrdrAr*"'P'f*°'^<^'»
away from churd^ beitn^ Ih ^ '""P'" *'" ^*°P
what isKoin^on =n^^ ^^''^y ^° ""' understand

Other Services.

classes of people that ec Vr. ^ i, I"* ^^P** ^nd
England • and if n, ^-

•.
^^^ "P *''« Church of

whfchoniy provides one forL"'*f'''*'°^ ^ ^''-''>

to be the Ca?lX cCcVoKnat'iirp 'xir^""

.^SttTiirtK--^^^^^^^^^^^
desirable. * ""''°"" *«"'ship is even

some tir;?tlS Sum: ""^t l'
^"^'^^ ^''^-

overcrowded. stSlyTnd ilT'ventl'eT^hr'J' "l'are narrow and filth^ there is^gS ^i aUS
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such a place comX^Tedt^'h^''''' "^j"* *"

God, or any purity o^S^oitoToTI^f^'r,
"^

a feelinf of Ce« td n^J^iJf ^SfaTaig^:?incense replaces the odour of garbage andTf^Thfpervades the strcpf tu. <i^ ^ "^" ''-'" *"**

with theirSSS ndlSTh'^rl^^T "^'°"i

not roon> also for thil? For ne the? ofTh.«^'
'^'''
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People who love colour and sound and smell want
to put these things into their worship of God, andhave they not the support of the author of the book
of Revelation ? Others find these things merely dis-

??t^"^',
-^^^y *""? ^^*^ ^^^y <=^" *«st think of God

in the plamest and most severe surroundings. Allhuman magnificence seems to them out of place
before the throne of God. Yet both types must be
included m the Catholic Church,

thfr^'^ i^
addition to morning and evening i^rayerthere ought to be some great ritual service, syrlboliz-

mg, perhaps, the idea of the Church as the body of

L." ; ^"i *f -^^ '™P'^ ^^'y communion seems to
accentuate the idea that we individually are members

ev?Imn
'"'''^' *^°' ^^^'^ ""el'^ t° be room for

extempore prayer and simple "gospel services"
for those who are hardly advanced enough in learning
to appreciate the more carefully beautiful services ofraornmg and evening prayer.

ri.,^1'*'*'"^,,'!!*'''
".e°^P«'" services should be as

rigidly marked out m the Prayer Book as the present
ones, or whether there should be a greater libertvaUowed to individuals

; whether they^hc^ld tecrn^
t^oUed enturely by the clergy, or entrusted to the

R„7iAV^r'*u- ^'"* '* '" 'I'ffi^^lt to answer.But If the Church is to enlarge its borders to include
all the men and women of England who love its
Master, and if it is going to make dissent and the

[n r^^*^^^ „ ! P°?' '"excusable, they must beintroduced. And with this greater liberty to diver-
sity must go a stronger insistence on the importance
of holy communion as the service of unity, a sanerand sunpler and more intelligible teaching of its
meaning, and a simplification of the lituigy
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StrvicM whicf „. c,"t;iv ; ,^„^
"* ''"'^'•"'-' of Ihe minister.

of worship. Prayer sL^d'T'"" "'" '° '"" "« """•>
«yM Shu,, and thank giving Into^xhor It'i;;'",'"'"^'^''!"*

«"'h on.'i
the minister Is not in%he ?lgh, "ooS l, " «"",'"''•• ^Iso if

""CK:ote;tx',"£-™p''on^^^^^^
and ,0 l„« the qualVof he™tino7.:"' "" "' ''"°"" »'« f"™'.



CHAPTER VI

CATHOLIC TEACHING

tn /.'/.hfr"^-*^" ^iK^^'^y °^ "'^ Catholic Church
to teach the rehgion of Jesus Christ. In the first part
of this book we have tried to show that the rehdon
of Jesus consisted in a belief in the fatherhood ofOod, which belief, when accepted without reserve
produced a new outlook on life, a new idea of the
relative importance of the things that make up lifeand a new freedom and beauty of character This'
surely, is what the Catholic Church has to teach-how to realize the fatherhood of God, how to regard
the problems of li'

, how to regard our fellow menhow to tell the relative value of the different amo-
tions and desu-es which arise in our hearts, how to

plish the best of which we are capable. The ereat
question IS whether our present methods of education
are at al calculated to teach this simple, definiteand practical religion. We are compelled to admit

offhlL'^f\''°*- " ' "°*°"°"= *h^^ tJ^e niajorTty
of those who have received a " Christian education "
have very vague ideas of what Christianity is. Their
faith IS easily upset, they are easily led away by themore practical if fantastic doctrines of "

Christian
Scientists " and Theosophists, they are easUylrTvenmto scepticism by the crudest attacks on what
secularists imagine to be the Christian faith
The writer was reading not long ago a popular

«3»
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(2 A belief tlut the Bible is in every™t true

S A belSfSt t^T"^'^'
^"<^ -orlSement :

iJ\ A "J,^' ?V ,*'^'^ thirty-nine articles.

°
7omh hv ,1,! Lr,'°S ""'"" "• i"]lowl„B

."4*hM".;' L bl"dt
"•' °' "• '='"'' *«"

Too often the education of Christian children ror,sists of an indisci iminate teaching of the old testa"ment which leaves the impression that it ^ to bJregarded as verbally inspired
; a similar teaching 0I
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the new testament
; a teaching of the ten com-

mandments as the basis of morality ; and a teachine
of the creeds m a parrot-like, and wholly unpractical
way. Only too often the principle which governs
Bible teaching IS, "Don't tell the truth until you are
obliged. Children are brought up to believe that
It IS an integral part of the Christian creed that the
world was made in six days, for instance

; and when
they have found out that science says differently thev
are prepared to find that the rest of their religious
teachmg has been equally short of the truth. The
clergy gain a reputation for disingenuousness and
msincenty and fear of truth, and the power of
Christianity is hopelessly undermined.
Even at theological colleges the teaching is often

neither candid nor practical. There are lectures on
bowdlerized higher criticism, on " how to getround the thirty-nine articles," "how to explainaway the Athanasian creed," and so on. Hours are

devoted to proving that chasubles were or were not
usedm the Elizabethan Church. A bowing acquaint-

eff?hiui . ^^l-^t'^^
^^^^''' ^^ ^^' ^°™cils is

established. Hmts are given on visiting, and on
mtoning the service so as to deprive it of any appear-
ance of sincerity. By means of innumerable " hour

"

services, the student is schooled to endure with
apparent good grace services which have little
meaning for him. But very little idea is given of the
©reat truths by which the Christian ought to live of
the things that he ought to desire, and the things that
he ought to despise or to fear, of the point of view
from which he ought to regard life—in short, of the
real Christianity. Perhaps, layman reader, you haveno opportunity of knowing whether these charges
are justified or not. But is not the dead formalism
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of so many of our services, and the poverty of so
many of our sermons a proof that they are justified '

However, it is time that we went on to make some
definite proposals. The first is that the gospels and
the apostles' creed should be substituted for the ten
commandments as the basis of Christian moralityWe have already, in the first part of this book, tried
to deal m this way with the gospels. Let us therefore
now approach the " Apostles" Creed," looking to it
not for an expression of abstract philosophy, but for
a statement of the truths by which we are to be
enabled to live a new life.

"I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker
of Heaven and Earth." What is the practical
meaning of such a belief ? To begin with, if we do
not believe in God, we cannot logically believe in our
own power to influence our own lives. If there is no
God there is no inteUigence or purpose in nature.
If there is none in nature, there can be none in us
men, who are children of nature. We shall have to
say, like a popular critic of religion, " There is I
grant, every appearance of freewill ; but it belongs
to the category of appearances which deceive." So
belief or disbelief in God means all the difference
between believing that we can influence our destinies,
and believing that we are mere puppets of heredity
and circumstance, the helpless spectators of our lives
The vaguest belief in God, therefore, even if we know
nothmg about Him, is a matter of the utmost im-
portance when properly understood; moreover, the
average man, without any learning at all, can come
to a conclusion as to whether it is best to believe or
to disbelieve in God, simply by trying whether it
produces better results to believe in his own will and
reason, or to be a cynical spectator of his life.
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thk^^'Cj^'if^TL'''"^ *° '^°^ ^ th« first part of

^^X'ML^^HlZZ^ijt .."r
father

effect of belief is ereLt^Zuu^^J *^^ Practical

if He loves us aXfshes us wel i?H " '^'
l'"*''^^'

is the Almighty CrJator thl^fJ ' "^ '1^°°'^' " "<=

try to love Ld'^SerSnd X^rHim'Sf ""^^
that we must try to make Him , ™- L'n'eans
in our environmLt and th^ti

'''^°g"'^d factor

succeed. He wiU DreHnl
Proportion as we

flucnces andmakeSr"""^' °"''' f "^''^^ in-

trust our besT instinr/f'k..
""^^"^ *^^* ^"^ ""^t

become the best that w^..^' '"
u"""

P°^«r to

doctrine whchm^krivitLiff" ^' derived-a

outlook on life o^rsrlf\nn
'^/'^'ence to our whole

other men li can bele^^ 6''T '"'''•"°'>^ ^t''

ment. Does it woik out^n l ' *^^«^°'•e, by experi-

of ourselvel/o^uT^l^trdr
hfe'? S^'''\--estabhshed^, probability thaUhltst^i^clS^^^

part of us We miahit
^""^'e?*^*. the spu-itua

round, and sai^thTtftUW P"* '* ^'^'^ "^^^^^ way
are obliged To belfeve n ^^r ' ^' P'^'"""' "^^^ ^^

obligedfobelie^etood-^lTisTth^-^
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that we have the surest evidence for the existence

ft.
S"^"'!;"' "V" ""ly ="". ton. ol

It IS necessary as a safeeuarH nf tK«> « necessary,

" Was rriirifil^ !? j ". .
*"'' Preceding art c e.
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that chamber. We do not agree with him in detail
but on the main point, that the same thing happened
to Jesus as happens to other men, we are agreed. It
is comforting to those who must die to know that
their Lord went before them.

" The third day he rose again from the dead. He
ascended mto heaven." If Jesus rose, and is alive
now, we know that He was right to trust dtath, and
that His faith was justified. We also know that He
will help us to follow Him. If by praying in His
name, and by praying to Him, and by thinking of
Him as the living Lord, and by trying to embody
Him, we find that we gain strength and contentment
and usefulness, we shall have proved that Jesus rose
from the dead, and is alive for evermore. If He is
simply a dead man, it will not work to suppose that
He is ahve.

" From thence he shall come to judge the quick
and the dead." The writer of this article evidently
meant to imply that the world would come to an end
while men were still alive on it. This belief is doubt-
ful, and of no real importance. The important thing
IS to realize that death, which may come at any time
IS a call to judgment ; and that whereas a good use of
talents" in this life will mean enlarged oppor-

tunities and responsibUities hereafter, their misuse
will mean deprivation. It will make a big difference
io a man if he believes that when he dies he will have
to face Jesus, and that Jesus will say to him, either
" I was sick, and thou didst visit me ..." or "

I
was sick, and thou visitedst me not . . .

" and
" Inasmuch as thou hast done it unto one of the
least of thesemy brethren, thou hast done it unto me.

"

—See Matthew xxv.
" I believe in the Holy Ghost." If there were no
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help to be obtained from God, if there were no Holybpmt to help )ur human spirits, it would be in vain
for us to try to attain to the Christ ideal of life Wccan only unquer the powerful forces within and
without .s, which try to enslave us, by the a^ of agreater iorce than they. If by faith we become newmen, we witness to the Holy Ghost

sJJ.^" "t°/^ ^k''*''""'^
'^^'"''^- The Communion of

saints. It IS because we believe that in Christ all

wurfinn" I
"^ °"'',^'^ ^^^^ '" '""toting Him each

will find his proper place and the proper use of his

^^hU,"" *^! '°"""°" ^°^y- "'='* 't •* practically
possible for us to co-operate lovingly and loyally with
other men In isolation a man is so insignificant thathe cannot take himself seriously

rJ^lTi'^fITf ""f.°^
!'"?•" T^'^ '^ °ne "f tJ-e main

results of belief m the fatherhood of God. It is thisthat makes it possible for us to get up and try acain

to pray to God for help. And we know that the for-
giveness of sms is true if, when we have really hated
°"'",""' ^"'^ confessed it, we are enabled to conquer itTher irrection of the body, and the life eveir-
asting. If death is the end, and there is no future
hfe, we shall naturally set our affections on the treas-
ures and sweets of this world. If we believe tha^death IS not the end, we shall try to get the treasure
hatseemshkely to be eternal-purity.love.humur

taith, and so on If we believe in death we shallesteem men for what they possess ; but if we believe
in hfe we shall esteem them for what they are Tosome extent the fact that it is character rather 'than
possessions that produces what we feel to be the best

Zl^t ]f-V '*f".^"
argument for believingin

eternal life. It works best to believe.
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But as for the resurrection of the body, I am notat all sure that I understand exactly wh^t it Tans
to a IT' ?^^«r.'='="°" °^ '^' "atura tody "
to a matena life, I claim the precedent of St Paul

SsStflTgreJ^
'' '^-P'^ --^ *^^ -^vK

In the main, then, the "Apostles' Creed" is ago d simple statement of the foundation doctrines ofChrist anity when it is considered in a practicalTav
It could evidently be made a useful peg on which tohang Chr^tian instruction. But it is also evTdent itwha we have said is correct, that it must be used asa help to men, and not as a pistol to be held at their

l^^f K /'T °^ *^^ '^'* ^^''t Christianity s ateast a hundred years older than this "
ancient ba^

rS^t^fS^Lr^-^'^-^'-^^-t-t
The Bible.

Our second practical suggestion is the {w^,^ r>* „
shortened Bible for the use'ol simpl ^ople"Wet^m very great danger of making the Bible of no eff^?through our tradition. As a rule we either teach itn such a way as to give the impression that we think
it verbaUy mspu-ed. while keeping open a loophole ofescape if >ye are pressed ; or we teach the highercriticism with such zest that we forget that the bookshave any religious value. The former way brSsuspicion and sows the seed of scepticism • the laTterwastes the precious hours allott^ toTeligious „-struction m an intellectual exercise. The hlhercriticism IS an intensely interesting study and thepicture of the religious history of%he jL'sh ricethat It eaves us with is so unique as to be almost aproof of the rule of providence in history. bSh is
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S jfhL L '. .
"^ r^y ""^'-' t^'^t ^a* of much

H^n tI" ' ° ^^ ^"'"^"^ *° «'e end, to the Revela-

ho.;
T^i^^y^t'fied him stiU more so he put the

it iZbHJ«'"'^' "'^^^ ^^"*^' -*<= th^t^houghIt was doubtless very wonderful, it was rather bevondhim Soon after, he heard it scoffed at by someshallow sceptic, and then even his respect for itceased, and it was lost. The Bible contaSe finesreligious literature m the world ; but Tn fts pre^nl

£™ervChH
:''^''' '"'

''l'
use to which ft is'^^!!!a.every Christian smanualof life. It is meant to be a
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help but we often make it a burden and a stumblinij
block. "

The teaching of children.

In teaching children, surely the important thing is
to begm by teaching them what to admire and what
to despise, to trust God and to love Jesus. For tliis
purpose some of the Old Testament stories can hardly
be bettered; for instance, the stories of Joseph of
the sacrifice of Isaac, of the call of Samuel of the
anointing of David, of David and Goliath, of Daniel
in the lions' den, and the three children in the furnace
It does not really matter whether thes -ies are
true or not. They teach a right point of view. They
can be mixeu up with other legends, such as St
Ma.-tm s cloak, St. Christopher, and so on. But with
regard to the gospels it does seem important to teach
only what one is most sure about. It is surely better
to teach the story of the good Samaritan, than that
of the wedding at Cana ; that of the prodigal son
than that of the Magi. It is so easy to let children
tall into the way of regarding the gospel story in the
same light as what they will afterwards recognize as
fau-y stories. It is dangerous to run this risk. Tliey
ought to be made to feel from the start that Jesus is
real, and different ; and that can only be done by
avoidmg too much emphasis on the miraculous side
of the narrative, and concentrating on the divine
beauty of the human side.

Conclusion,

.Jrt
conclusion is that it is of vital importance for

theChurchtorealizethattheendtowhich all teaching
should be du-ected is a horizon widened so as to in-
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elude God, which will lead on to a new birth into anew hfe-the Christ-life. Nothing mustKght



W""

CHAPTER VII

Catholic Warfare

In the English Church we are very fond of military
hymns. We like singing about going into battle
and gu-dmg on bright armour. But in our hymns
there is amazmgly little about our foes. They are
described in general terms as " hell " and " hosts of
Midian, but seldom, if evei , in language which thev
might resent as pertonal.
As a matter of fact an examination of the Church

of England leads us to suspect that its ideas as to
what It 13 fighting against are pretty vague It
would certainly be diflScult to identify its foes by
their wounds. The same could not be said of Jesus
Chnst. He knew exactly what He was fighting. He
was fighting meanness and cant, callousness and
cruelty, coarseness and lust, tradition and conven-
tion, nches and class pride, physical and moral
cowardice

; and the legions of these false gods knew
very weU that they were being fought, and that is
why they patched up their own little quarrels so as
to get Him crucified

.

These foes.of the Master ought to oe our foes too

;

but in England we hardly seem to realize it. They
are very strong. Meanness and cant abound even
in the Church, callousness and cruelty are part of
the mdustrial system under which we live, coarseness
and lust are everywhere rampant, tradition and con-
vention are the masters of most of our ecclesiastics,

•44
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cowardice are on <lf»*^ *''^' P'^^^''^^ ^^d moral

overcoT^c^ationlt^ir''*'""''*'^*''""^^?^^^^^^^

-d.the resrarTS;,S^&rXr' ^'e'^

work in clor^rXlS'^'S^'^^ '"^^''^
convenient to consider them-sepLtet

°'''^"' "^

whauil^lt h'^*
*h« Churc^is doing and

our great cities people live in nit a "i'""""
°*

ninous houses. ^The~ "^^.^owded and ver-

earned by long hours of31 ^ '"^"' *''°"e'»
irregular that ver^nff ?^^' ^^ ^ *™all, and so

too.^ This meai^ tLftf"
*''"' ^'^^^ ^^^^^ to work

negleced ddercStn"^rv?" t*^'-
*='>"'^-

mairiufee so as to es«M W, •
."?*° premature

thrift, self-resDect^.^ r ^ ""tolerable home;
possible TTeK'nS'?n^'^ ^'"^^^ ^e im-'

long hours of work except th*! n?^-^^°'^
^*«^ '^e

entails the ten-fold ^^?, } P^l'l'^-house, which
we have mentioned ^ThU?"? °* ?" ^^' '"^^ that
the Church B^^^'e^l'^^^'^'^'T^dby
alleviate its rigom^ u"L ^ 9"""'=^ tries to
butes alms. oSL clubs a^d'^f

''^"^^*'°"' llstri-

amusement. frsTdoini^^^ /l*^^' °* wholesome
the Lord. The sfreS^^nV ^^''-^^^ ^'^^ ^^^ttle of

wearefightmrthSH^r'' conviction with which
in the laft f^^ yeL A^Sr."""'"''*^

enormously
being whole-heS and wl"^' ^'

^"i^ ^^ ^^^
Church is in the m^„ ,^H *•« "5 °" ^«°^ts. The

^
tne mam identified with the richer
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classes. Even in poor parishes it is the less poor who
are members of the congregation. Consequently
the Church as a whole is only willing to battle up to
a point. We are willing to do things for the poor ;

but we are not willing, we are shocked and grievedi
when the poor try to do something for themselves!
As soon as labour begins to organize itself our sym-
pathies are alienated. As soon as the government of
the country demands in the form of taxes, and the
boroughs in the form of rates, the aid that we ac-
knowledge ought tc be given, we are up in arms. We
will not admit the right of the labourer to freedom
and opportunity and self-respect, though we are
willing to give him instalments by way of charity.
This is a weakness and disloyalty in the Church,

that it fails to recognize that the movement of
organized labour to secure the opportunity for good
life to all men and women is an ally in the battle
against callousness and cruelty, coarseness and lust.
We may legitimately think that our aUy is not al-
ways wise ; but we ought at least to appreciate the
fact that it is an ally, and that in intention it is on
the side of the angels.

The reason why the Church as a whole is not free
to take this point of view is that it has made a
compact with the other zxmy of Hell, the army of
meanness and cant, of tradition and convention,
of riches and class-pride, of physical and moral
cowardice. The Church as a whole is interested in
the preservation of class distinctions, of the rights
of property, of traditions and conventions. This fact
leads it into a position of meanness and cant from
which we have not the courage to break away. The
Church is an ov/ner of property; the Church relies
on respect for tradition and convention ; the bishops
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iVscL?hSd:"sEii^o^^- "gentlemen."
is not free UseU Ind^Zt^T'^y- ^he Church
From every pooi p^ish rnl ll'^°* ^'^^ others,

We can fillC club 'Lt" ,
*''"

l^"""
complaint

distribute blankefstt n"ot"ia«on"*='"'
^'^'^

^f^chSSss:^^"''^-
?u?;:LitrS£^^^^^^
cease to be ruled bv the 3! ,^

P'''*^*'^^'- '* might
tofight againsttt ailesTi''\'^'- " '* <=eaLd
truth-aSd they, too ouiht/oT'''n'^'

^"'^ ^'**°™al
of Christ-it might i^ ,21^ "i"'"'"^*^*

Church
and prestige. But morr^.J^^^'^T °° ^''^*'°^
Church muftcea^toSntifi^ *• ^ ^°"e- The
class before it c^be reallvwfT^ ""^ P^«'="la'-
must declare w^ on thK'Vn^f-^'^*- Jhe Church
social pride before !?«„% '"?*'°" °^ "ches and
own ranks How thisTs S'tl h' *'!i*°"

^^'^ '^^

serious consideraTion ^ '^""^ *^*^e« very

iarSfI^en^krayetS"^^"^ ^"^^-<^ »
to know for what the CW.h^r ^f° P*°P'e «'»«*
lives of the ckrgy £v «„A^^^^ look to the
fixed position in';he?oacaL *Th' 'tf '"^^ ^
particular class. Consequentlv ;hJpk^ ^'?"g *° ^
mind of the ordinary mSinHfi^^'^T'' '" '" ^^^
A clergyman is eS^cTed^ ff^"^f ^^'^ *l>^t class,

solicit the patronage of the nM^^'"" ^^^ ™h. to

equality with thefn?rv fn ^'
*° '"''' °n *«"»« of

keepers%ndto bj;"thTlaL^'^?T' *° *''**°P-
marry a lady, to live in a te^tl'

"? 'l^^Pccted to

gentleman'sfood, send hisS*"' ''°"^' ^at a
school, and to we.^'llLt^Jrcll^rS^^^^^^^
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is perfectly absurd when one considers that the
Founder of his Church was a carpenter, its apostles
fishermen; and that he is the prophet and priest of
the God before whose throne all human distinctions
vanish, the messenger of a kingdom in which ser-
vants are princes, and the humble exalted.
The remedy is not easy to see. If a man marries it

is inevitable that he should be a member of a class

;

and we cannot contemplate a ceUbate clergy, for that
means an immoral clergy 01 an inhuman clergy. And
it will be urged that in nearly sJl cases where men of
humble origin have been ordained they have proved
even more snobbish than the gentry. Nevertheless
we are convinced that it is only by having clergy of
all classes that the Church can escape from identifica-
tion with a particular class.

The reason why the ordination of working men or
commercial men has hitherto been a failiu-e surely is

simply that on ordination they are expected to ape
gentility. As soon as a man is ordained he is expected
to wear a gentleman's clothes, etc., etc. But if men
who were ordained remained in their own class, they
would not be a failure. There is no real reason why
there should not be clergy living on thirty shillings
a week, sending their children to board schools, and
letting them earn their living at shops and factories.
It is only because the Church is artificial, because its

teaching needs an education in sophistry, and its
services require a knowledge of dead languages, and
because we have a rooted conviction that class dis-
tinctions are of real importance, that we cannot bear
to contemplate a clerg}Tnan on a " living wage."
There is no real reason why the servant of the ser-
vants of Christ should be better paid, and live at a
higher standard than the bretlu-en whom he serves.
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wSfor fh^f'S"'^ t°f^ ^ gentlemen, so much the

cannot all be fra„ciscL'° nS^an^^fc^'

when the nrin^r' ^"^'^ «ervan';s IttoSJ
Tndbve that th°i

*''"'" "^'^^^ P"^"'^^^^ °* humilityana love that they are enemies. It is only in so faras riches and rank, or the desirp for i^,»^^^ • ?

sake there is no virtue. The man who merelv r^nounces the world without gaining tTek3 of"Heaven is poorer than he was h^fore. Thrfoswl is

h^Sll^ .1
*''* "npnsonment of the spirit Abetter way than renunciation would be perhaos tomake nches and rank serve the Lord ofllfrbuK

EnMfrr.*''\P!r °^ '"°^* '»«'^- Certainly i^theEnglish Church the spirit is not free, and wealth andsnobbishness are among our most po^ntToS

pac^^th ?h
^'"'"'^ °^ ,^,"«'^*^ har brokenTs com-

LaLlt thl f '"T"l ?* *'""^°'"- ^"d ceased to fightagamst the fnends of justice and truth and when its no longer the property of a class, but ofall Sas^

S:S';^we?^"
"'''' ^' ''^ '^^'^^ ^^S^ to ^oma
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CHAPTER VIII

Catholic Wahpare (continued)

Violence shows itself in war, in strikes in rrim-.

Sh I';
P*".^V^- Against"h^L: Sy b^kwhich sets out to be, up to date must record its v^eAnd yet ,t may be argued that perhaps the pre^ntL^ral agitation against violence is not quite "o

^^lT^^ ^^°^^ ^^'^"^° ^^ ^ °ften assumed

th^l
Pe?ple may suspect, and not without rea^n^ wlTco^ ^d tf

°"' the agitationaSwar. war IS costly, and those who decry it are oftpnlovers of money. Wax means the momenta^vdominance of the military character, wWcHs sS^
rTsuUn'Sfh*"'"'^/* ^ '»°"^«- ™tUe^ ^to
wW^J±*l°^r''\^^*='"y*^"««'™et™esmenwno wax gross in peace by means not always straight

^1 ^:u ^l *.^' * ^^'^ ^^t in time of w^ £'
means thesheddmg of blood, it means hurtI^ death •

SeSed n^'ll'" ^ry " "« •"<^" who£ to-be reminded of naked realities, and like to live in an

e^cSfd.'*"""'^'"^
''''" "^'=^ "«'y f"^"^

War is an evil. It lets loose the primitive passion.It entails suffering and maiming. It lea,^s^a wrvof widows and orphans. When it is w^ed T't
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"le war Detween Turkey and the Balkan «;<•<, *„oAs a matter of fact most of the wars of^^last cen-tury or two have been waged for freedom ?he"French revolution and the e^lier wars ofXoleoithe American civil war, the Russo-Japanese wa^ theCuban war-all these were at bottomCtSts^n thepart of, or on behalf of one nation ord^ nf . w-
agamst the encroachments"fr?^ni°is Ky'We do not want to defend war in principle Wp

Ster4°-a^t^^,,r-eUrh^
lif/Tver^ Whiv "h'

^'^' ^'^ "°* ^^"^ humanme so very highly. He was constantly ureine HU
tWoirv •

°''"^"^"^ '* ^'j " ^cZ^SsmI
due to fh

"^"^
^""^T ^^ P'««°t horror of wax sdue to the decay of belief in a future life and thVKS 'W^' "^^n*

^°^ *he sanSy onuman iiie. In the eyes of the modem death i<;always a tragedy. In the eyes of Jesus u'was nevera^tragedy unless the deadmL hadVed a contempt-

nes^XZhe"?:;?!.-!' ^ "t^"^
'^^^'^^^^^^ '^^ «t«™-

cSisthke m^r^ '^^^^^^ *hich is singularly
i^nristUke. Whereas it is by no means certab that
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t,^/^"'**
°' ^^'^ "* pietLSine to God at all. Intime of peace, meanness and cant and lying and dis-

tortion of truth and cringing and unscSusne*often brmg men to the head of affairs It isabadthmg to kill a man ; but it is a worTthing to cheat

^h^s^"^ '°"'- ^^'''r ^°^^ things than war.ine same meanness and contemptible shrinking

ittifJ^T ^^^^ ^"^^ '* noticeable in the popuSfattitude towards strikes. In time of strikes thepeople as a whole have no interest in the righ?! imd

t^tStlkdTT^'.,!^^^ ^"^ pre^cuKr;^to get t settled before it begms to hurt. They do notde«re justice but peace. That sort of desire for™
L •Tco"''.""k^

^°'' unchristian. Did no[ff
u J ",* *? '''"^' "°t P*""' but a sword ?

"

critlt^'p^'
"^ "^"^ *^"* J«*"« <l*sliked a hypo-CTitical Pharisee a good deal worse than a band^

5Str" ^ "' 'r* °"« ''^'*" ^ the Ki^gdr^*f

C^Jl° ^^\^° '"°P* *°' admittance. Yet theChurch is very horrified at crimes of violence ^don^y conventionally shocked when it is7oShaTadu^chwarden is a slave-driver for six days oufof
It is Often said that the penal system in generaland capital punishment in particular a^rS^-*chnstian. Jesus Christ did not believ^'in ^uniX

tTat it ?r„
' °^

i^/- ^" '^''^ °* punishTent is

th!r i
?P^^*"* '^"*' *° ^° abstract justice or tothe God of justice. If a man has done so muchCnghe must endure so much punishment, so that^fus!tice may be vmdicated." This theory Jesus did notWieve in, because He knew that God wiove beforeHe was justice. Therefore He did not Xw the
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woman taken in aduJterv to h.. «fn„-j u
saw that there was a h»fJJ «o?ed. because He
It would gi^ cTd no^aSaT?L°^.'^'""".« ^*^ h«^-

and it wodd do h« no ±d 5„*°th'"' ^f **°"^'''

clemency might do"« go*^**-
^ ^^^ °*her hand,

htt^^o-rJ,^g^r^' eiilattto^/^^
kicked, as a sor& th^tKf "• ^""** *° '^
the mean thing is foXten Ont '^u "' •^'' *'»**

one's own feelLgs thfrif f^
One would guess from

committed fcrime and tasth''"* "^^^ °* '"'^ ^^d
it, he would™h rathrr hlf'"^'?'y.^'''^''<» °*

allowed to go, th^ l^ shut^n J™'"^ ,^°e8**^ »"d
and soulless piso^ There fsa^r/fi'

""''^^
'? » ^°'d

whichispositLlyinhi5.'::'i^?h'^~°ir^ty
tarianism"of theDrisoti a ^tf •

° humani-

and callous. It enc~e1 th." •' ""^'^^ ^'*«<'

vengeance against Svl/u '^Tuf *° ""'«>

more cruel and t^rSs'tjin f.,^'''''"'^^^ '"^'^^^V
of the oriental d^™t4Twr '""'"^ J"^«<=^

hoJe:er,'aTd\rt Je&iJ^r^-^'^"'^'"^ '^'-t.

the Christian sinner^ wSeTh~^'T'''°^
St?^^^SS«^«^-K
ss.u-idnH5?#s
cnminals ought to be allo^^edTo go f^e'^f?

"' "^ ""''*

The purpose of these rcmarks'may appear rather
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obscure. It is, however, quite definite. It i* a protest
against the idea that any sentimental twaddle is
to be accepted as " Christian " simply because it
happens to be sentimental.

Marriage and divorce.

Another foe that the Church is very active in
fighting is the idea of marriage which docs not ex-
clude divorce. In this battle the Church does not
seem to have used the right weapons. There has
been too much argument about the exact words of
our Lord, which are by no means certain, and not
enough attempt to understand the point of view from
which He regarded the subject.
A good many people look upon marriage simply as

a means of gratifying the instinct of sex without
running the risks of promiscuous intercourse, and at
the same time of fixing the responsibility for the care
of the children which may result. Jesus is quite clear
that the mere gratification of an animal instinct is a
bad thing. Speaking of the commandment " Thou
Shalt not commit adultery," He said that a man who
" lusteth after a woman " has committed adultery
with her ahready in his heart. He also said that it
was the pure in heart that should " see God." That
is to say, the mere gratification of an animal instinct
degrades a man to the level of a beast, and deprives
him of the greatest privilege of man—the power to
come into touch with God. Marriage was, in the
eyes of Jesus, a much more solemn thing than that.
Two people, when they marry, enter a union so close
that " they are no more two, but one flesh." They
are p?rtners with each other and with God in the
creation of a child of God. This is what distinguishes
the union of men and women from that of animals.
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not only irbra?soTar„&*H*"'"«^ ''^^ -«
spiritual. ThereW th»i, ? *"*^ emotional and

in H« greatest work of c'eYtC ^f„T ^*'' ^""^
slup God is a third anrf tt *

^n *heir partner-

broken If i=
, '^''' *na therefore it should not be

^d u^d for HU F"*"««J''P that God has bfessed

which must be maL"ined f 1 •^'"' '^ ^^ ''^^''J

thing like what God^ntTnded i^^tTh^'^'v
*° *^ *°y-

:^stSc?s:i£?:F^r:ss

poujt of view of Tesii« an!lt .
*hare the

holy partners^fe^gS Ktrb^T,^^ "^

tr? and Ko^iiL'lt^,^^ -^„^% ^1^ '^ *°

of affairs which shoddresuJt from .-'?/''". '*^*«

view. This seems lU^e onttinf?f "''^'l*
P°">t °'

horse. Surely h is m.i?!^^ ^^^ ^^* '^^o^e the

anyone wiU ever be fol'dK'"""*^,^" '"PP"^« that
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to attempt to interfere with the condition* of civil
marriage. On the other hand, if people are married
in a church, they ought to be made to understand
that they are entering upon an entirely different
compact to the civil compact into which they enter
at a registry office. They are pledging themselves to
an idea of marriage which is not the idea of the com-
munity as a whole, but of the Church as the body of
Christ. The best way of making this clear would be
by making marriage at a registry office compulsory,
and making the service in church definitely an extra,
corresponding to the extra solemnity which Christ's
point of view puts on marriage.
There is still another question, and that is whether

divorce ought to be possible to Christians in the case
of infidelity. On this point the words ascribed to
Jesus are conflicting. In one passage He is repre-
sent'jd as permitting divorce in these circumstances,
and in another nothing is said of this qualification.
Under these circumstances it is difficult to be dog-
matic

; but one cannot help feeling that unrepentant
infidelity makes the continuance of the ideal im-
possible, and automatically destroys the holiness of
the compact. In rjiy case it is not much good enforc-
ing the terms of such a compact on people who have
lost the feeling that it is sacred. It is certainly argu-
able that as marriage is much older than Christianity
there should be no compact in Church, but only an
explanation of Christ's ideal, and prayer for grace to
be able to follow it. After all, marriage, such that
divorce is impossible, is only one out of many high
ideals which Jesus set before those who desired to
enter the kingdom, and it is not quite clear why this
alone should be singled out for the application of
rigid inquisition and stern penalties. There are many
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»nV?* II

^**"' *"** '^"* themselves off from Godand If all were punished by ostracism andTxrnm

rf~t"ha^fH"^^°!!
fr°- *'^« Church. "sTo"

inH«^ M i ^^^ ^^"""^ *°»'d l^ome very smallmdeed. No doubt faihu-e to live up to the ided ismore open a^d notorious in the case of mama^e thanm the case of other things ; but that is not^cwsIrUv

Vs^Tth*el.'*
*'>°"W ^ -o^e heavily Set/uso, If the rule agamst divorce were to be rieidivenforced, the married lives which would resu^tSt

wo^uo"t*r"h^""p^Tr•''^• •'"* thrceSf;
^f^i^'s^Jtui! citt fSiirfoTh
reproach of the "still small voice "of wLience



CHAPTER IX

The Way of Salvation

One of the central doctrines of Christianity is that
the death of Jesus upon the Cross saves us from sin
and yet it is a doctrine which the Church is very much
at a loss to explain. Reams have been written about
It, and still the plain man repeats with a puzzled air

I don't see how it can." Yet if it is to do the work
of Jesus, the Church must understand the wav of
salvation.

•'

Supposing that a man is the slave of a really bad
vice, a vice that is mean in itself, and which affects
other people besides himself. Suppose, for instance
that he is the victim of the drug habit, and while a
dave to It leads a young feUow into the same vice.
Suppose that in time he comes to realize the full
beastlmess of his sin, and is able to give it up ; but
that the youth whom he has led astray has got beyond
his control, and goes on being ruined by that vice.
Imagine that man going to God for forgiveness andm utter shame confessing what he he s done. Imagine
him receiving from the priest the assurance that he
IS really forgiven if he really repents. Is this the end ?
Does he henceforth have an easy conscience ? Does
he feel that his sin is as if it never was ? Will he feel
qualified to go about with a bright and innocent look
in his eyes, asking others, "Are you saved "

?
On the contrary, he knows that his sin is not wiped

out, for he sees the effect of it still on the youth
.58
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evpn Q 17/
US love which has no Iim ts, and win^ '-r for us that we may live •

'""'"wiu

ate to one s own innocence and love. And nKtothis process comes infinite love and infinite bnoTe^c^the love and innocence of the Son of r!.H
„ '^*'><*'

know that in the end ^ the^^of tt w"rid'^'

tven so, our sinner will not be satisfied Hp «,;iinot be content to watch and see ffis Lord sSerTng
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for him. His prayer, if he is really repentant, will be,
" Lord, give me something to do, give me some
burden to bear, that I too may love." This is the
instinct of the wholesome man, and Jesus Christ does
not deny his request. His answer is, "Be a member
of my body; share my suffering for the sins of the
world

; be crucified with me." And the man will be
glad that he is accounted worthy to sufler in the
name of the Lord Jesus.

So, and only so, is the Christian salvation perfect.
It gives not only forgiveness and peace, but the self-

respect which only comes from work. The Church is

the body of Christ, and it is only a living body if its

members suffer with Him for the sins of the world,
and in love and humility try to help others to bear
their burdens.
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Conclusion

and practical and sVph ^dfrot^T^^^ '' *='"^^

when it fights all its ^ZrL^i^yJtl'^^'^-
sSatl'fraJfstntnhS'P^^

^^^tVo?n.l7^&^,^^- than we think.

and will wash away muchThaThT^'* '^^ ?"^'^^'

freedom, more sincerity moreTakhVf ^''' '"°'*

courage
;
and then n>Lrwm sle CsS'o?'^

offftTS:ii:^r;,„ttSiSda^^^
and the heart stUl l^ats 1"^ if in, "^ "^culates.

Jesus will give hiiirthH^Li^'^^f ^'^ *'«^alth,give mm the life and vigour that is eternal.
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The Virgin Birth and the Empty Tomb

help the orcS^^ScSr^' ^'
Z^"^^ ^^ *°

Those who mSe it^„ri • ^ P^^«=t'cal manner.

true simpTbS;«.?h
stones cannot be proved

ancient evidence ca^ h^ ^
are miraculous, and no

the event refe^ed to is1n?r?J"^
^' ^^"^'^« ^hen

historian werHo accent fh" ™P'"°''*''^«- « the

simply onThe eSce o thi"''^'''',°^
'^^ S°^P«ls

be obJ^d, in orders be consfsteTf
'•'*'

^^ *°"'''

those recorded of sav Snn" ' ?f''.^P*^''"^^y
fact that the virg n btthl^'S"^;," '' ""^^ *^^

are told of Tesus fLvVTo^ 1 hodily resurrection

those who &evfb Sf *irof?P^^"f'"'^ *°

canbeaskedtobelievPtW T
°ther words, none
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rection o£ the body are for that reason either prob-

ably, or even necessarily true. To them the story

told by St. Luke will be acceptable. That is to say

that though these stories are not evidence of the

divine sonship of Jesus, they may be regarded as

implied by it. Since, however, the divine sonship

of jesus cannot be proved by these stories, it follows

that it caimot be disproved by their rejection. It

must also be pointed out that the rejection of these

stories does not necessarily discredit the remainder

of the gospels of which they are a part, because all

higher critics are agreed that they are derived from
different sources to the rest of the gospels.

This much may be regarded as historically proved

:

(i) That in the Jewish, that is to say the earliest,

stage of Christianity, it was believed that Jesus was
virgin-bom.

(z) That the earliest disciples were absolutely

convinced that Jesus was risen from the dead, and
alive and present with them. It was their conviction

on this point that gave them the faith and power to

preach after the crucifixion.

(3) That the body of Jesus was neither produced

by His enemies to disprove the resurrection, nor

preserved for superstitious veneration by the

disciples.

The man who has recognized the freedom of Jesus,

and has found freedom and power in trying to imi-

tate Him and to share His point of view, and by
praying in His name to His Father, and who has

found love and fellowship and life as a member of

His body the Church, will not easily doubt either

that He was the Son of God, or that He is alive. The
man who has not experienced any of these things,

nor recognized them in others, has not understood

the foundations of Christianity.
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APPENDIX II

The Miracles of Jesus

«S

cannot believe
^^^ Prmarily for those who

performed ' woJks^ hi^i^' "° "?"* '^""^ t*'^* >«"^
" psvchktrv " U n

^^^"ne- «"»« we know that

ImiSen^t favrv^l^
recognized faculty, and it

shoi.lH^tTV7 y ™^^"^ ascertained. In fact we

of store by "^CTTfr^"l*° ^^^? ^* « good deal

iiaa come to the conclusion that thev wprp thino-^

rt "^ ^^^^"^ ^ "6ht to demand
"""^'

Ihe idea that Jesus discouraeed miracle h,mt;n„a so receives support from thelct Sat HeSftried to mmimize the wonder attaching to HiscS



i66 THE LORD OF ALL GOOD LIFE

Often He ascribed the cure to the faith of the patient,

at other times to prayer. Often He imposed, or tried

to impose, secrecy. In the case of the child raised

from the dead He said that she was not really dead.
Similarly when the disciples were most exalted

He apparently alv.ays started talking about His
death, e.g., after the transfiguration.

We must therefore acknowledge the possibility that
the disciples, surrounding Jesus with a halo of mys-
tery on account of His healing powers, were on the
look out for miracles where there were none, and that
they did not as a rule dare to discuss them with
Jesus because He was so discouraging, but niursed

them all the more in private, and in their talks with
each other.

This tendency is not likely to have diminished
among the disciples of the disciples, in fact we know
from the " apocryphal " gospels that eventually
miracle mongering became very common among
certain Christians. Indeed it has been said with some
justice that the best argument for the gospel miracles
is that they compare so favourably with the obvious
fabrications of such books as " The Gospel of the
Infancy."

Now as a matter of fact the number of " nature
miracles " in the synoptic gospels is very small.

Excluding the virgin birth, the resurrection, and the
miracles of healing, they only number nine :

—

1. Walking on the sea.

2. The miraculous draught of fishes.

3. Thestillingofti'. storm.

4. The coin in the fish's mouth.
5. The blasting of the barren fig tree.

6. The feeding of the five thousand.

7. The feeding of the four thousand.

H !l
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8. The transfiguration

figLT?on/°'''
* '^' "^P"*™ ^"J »t the trans-

niriZ, * I- * *° ''° *°' Without casting any sus-

Sle! tT*^ °" J^'"" °^ "^ dishoneftron H s

ThT&stthJi
°"^^y f'planations are as follows :ine tost three are examples of coincidence into which

et£rTl"^.'""'P'f 'f^ - -ir^d" wiSou?

ofS£ iJ^, f.K
* I^fe^tly feasible explanation

. ~ ^^^- In such cases the memory of details is

t^eS"^ °^'f"« " '^^^^« ^ accur^acy as eJ ry

SesldZtu^'^u "
"^ £°°^ **°"««' ^d -« n-^y

The 7„^r?h^ *^l'^?'^^'""
t*"^^°^ experienceIhe fourth « probably a second or thkd-hand

^rH '*i°?
°^ * **°'"y *° the effect that Peter wasordered to catch a fish and sell it for a stater The

StW^"f r'^^'^t * ^«"'°'' °f the parabk of thewithered fig tree. The sixth and seventh are prob!

StM"^S'f' "^^ Tl ""^"^ heen fo.^^d'^n asort of symbolic meal of Jesus and His disciolesrather after the style of the last supper keSpletook small crumbs of bread as a sign of the^iSv
wast'^httT^'"'

P^^haPsJound'that the" hlfe^
^J^l * ^^ .appeased through their minds beLgreatly stirred m another direction. The tran^!figuration may easily have been founded on the

S

dli^'"ZI^nr *^*^ "^^^ "* *^^ glorious huefSaawn durmg the momentary lifting of an earlvmorning mist. The voice at theteptian was^Zcording to St. Mark, only heard by Jes^ ffimseU

e^^rrenL'^"
"^"^ "^ P''^^-^ ' '

^ -''iS
The question is whether, in accepting, or even inputtmg forward these possible " explains' ' of
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the miracles of the synoptic gospels, we are taking
from or adding to the picture of Jesus our Lord, pjr
ourselves we are bound to confess that we think that
we are making the picture more human and no less
divine. These " miracles " are not the results of an
extension of the powers ordinarily possessed by men.
No one ever expects to be able to make five loaves into
bread for even five hundred people. It is the sort
of thing that we can form no mental picture of, and
it does not seem to have any significance except as
a " sign " such as our Lord steadily refused to
attempt. If anyone finds that the story fits in with his
mental picture of Jesus, by all means let him believe
it. To him it is credible. We merely claim freedom
to doubt that which we cannot endow with any
probability or meaning.

NOTE
With regard to the <lr<t three miracles in the above Hit, per-

hapt we ought to have made our meaning clearer bj pointing out
that ludden itorms do sometimes subside as quickly as they arise,
that one may gel out of one's course on a foggy night when the
wind is contrary, and think that one is further from land than one
IS, and that it might happen that a school of fish should be seen
from the shore though invisible from a boat. Once again we repeat
that good stories have a trick of bettering themselves, even when
passed on by honest fishermen. The presence of such stories In
the gospels is absolutely no argument against tlielr accuracy In
other respects.

It may be as well to point out that both the virgin birth and the
resurrection stand on quite a different plane. The stories of the
virgin birth are undoubtedly derived from other sources than the
main bulk of the synoptic gospels, and must therefore be judged
separately. The resurrection had such enormous and far-reaching
effects that it can only have rested on the most unalterable and
well-founded conviction on the part of the disciples.
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about the end of the world, specially the long dis-
course in Mark xiii. and the parallel chapters in
Matthew and Luke. The reason is that to begin with
It IS quite obvious that a long rambling discourse
would be very much more difficult to remember than
the stories and comments and short pithy sayings in
which the teaching of Jesus is generaUy expressed

;

aJttd, in the second place, the disciples certainly had
their own ideas as to how the kingdom was likely to
come, and almost certainly tried to read the con-
hrmation of those ideas into the words of Jesus.

Higher criticism requires little more than common
sense, and the man who reads the gospels in an in-
telligent way will not have much doubt about the
teachir

: or opinions of Jesus, even if he has never
read any higher criticism.

The gospel of John is a puzzle. On the one hand
It contradicts the synoptists', in some respects, in
a way which compels us to prefer the latter ; while,
on the other, the gospel of John can be proved to be
right as against the synoptists in matters such as the
date of the last supper and the crucifixion. The
synoptists give us to understand that Jesus seldom
if ever taught who He was ; but left people to draw
their own conclusions from what He did and taught,
and from the way in which He did it. John, on the
other hand, represents Jesus as continually enlarging
on His exact relations to the Father. In this matter
we are bound to doubt John, because the sermons
which he puts into the mouth of Jesus are so long and
deep that they could not have been remembered for
all those years after only being heard once. It is
most hkely that they represent what John himself

' Matthew, Mark, and Luke are cal" > the Synoptisli oecause
tney take the same point of view.
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