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CHAPTER L

Change in Iﬁnhcy of Jovenment. as respects the Barbary powers—Com. Rodgers before
Tunis—Rank of Master Commandant restored—Promotions—Commencement of gun-
boat system—Equipment of the Chesapeake 38, for the Mediterranean, her departure

and action with English ship Leopard 50—Trial of Com. Barron; its result and
merits.

PEAce was no sooner made with Tripoli, than Commodore Rodg-
ers gave his attention to Tunis, with which regencythere was now
every prospect of a speedy war. In April, while blockading, the
Constitution had captured a xebeck belonging to the Bey, which, in
company with two prizes, was endeavouring to get into Tripoli.
These vessels had been demanded, and the consul had been notified
that hostilities would immediately follow a refusal. Mr. Davis, who
was then at Tunis, informed the Bey that the captured vessels could
not be released, and the whole matter was referred to the naval offi-
cer in command. A correspondence ensued, and Commodore
Rodgers felt himself, not only compelled, but, without forgetting pru-
dence, able to tell the government of Tunis, that it was his settled
intention to maintain the rights of his flag, and the law of nations.

‘When this reply was received at Tunis, the Bey, who was not yet
accustomed to consider Amerjca a ngtion of importance, and who
appeared to think that his anger mugt be a source of serious appre-
hension to her people, used the\loftigst language, expressly announc-
ing an intention to commence hostilities unless the vessels were
instantly restored. But times had changed. The temporary con-
trol of events had been taken out of the hands of timid politicians at
a distance, and had passed intothose of men on the spot, who desir-

ed nothing better than to teach the barbarians justice. The Ameri-
can merchant ships had ceased to apprehend capture, and the idea,
which had just before been so terrible, of a rover'’s getting into the
Atlantic, appears to have been forgotten. In short, a very moderate
application of that dormant power, which, when properly applied,
can at any time give the republic a commanding influence in the
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general concerns of the world, had at least disposed of all questions
of this nature, that were connected with states as insignificant as
those of Barbary. The Bey of T'unis, moreover, had selected a most
unfortunate moment for his bravado, the force under Commodore
Rodgers being at the time nearly all in the Mediterranean. The
gun-boats had arrived, and the ketches were hourly expected. In
short, the njenace was most inopportunely made for the Bey, since it
was uttered/to those who would not have regretted an attempt to put

it in execytion.

The bdsiness at Tripoli was no sooner completed, therefore, than
Commodore Rodgers sailed with thirteen vessels, gun-boats included,
and anchored in Tunis Bay on the Ist of August. As soon as the
consul had repaired on board and communicated the state of things
in the regency, a council of war was called. The result was a letter
to the Bey, demanding to know if a declaration made to the consul,
in which he had said that the appearance of the Amgrican squadron
off his port would be considered as the commencemént of hostilities,
was to be taken [iterally or not. In this letter the Bey was given to
understand, in the plainest manner, that hostilities would commence
on the part of the Americans, within thirty-six hours, did he decline
answering, or neglect the application.

It may be useful to the reader, if we pause a moment,and review
the changes that four short years had produced in the tone of the
Americanagents. In 1801, after capturing a Tripolitan rover, Com-
modore Dale had been compelled to send her into. her own port,
through the doubts and misgivings of a feeble and temporising pol-
icy at home. The administration had used the cry of economy as a
means of defeating its adversaries, and, as is too often the case, this
appeal had been made without a just discrimination between that
liberal saving, which anticipates future waste by present expenditure,

and that which can be no better deseribed than by the homely axiom
of * penny wise and pound foolish.” But the force of things,always
a salutary corrective of the errors of men, had compelled an arma-
ment, and no better illustration of the expediency of being prepared
for war, need-be required than is to be found in the facts of this case.

The Bey, accustomed to regard the Americans as tributaries, had
been seeking a cause for war, when he was suddenly met by this high
tone on the part of those whom he had hitherto found so much dis-
posed to temporise. At first he appeared to place no faith in the
demonstration, and the required answer was not immediately sent.
Commodore Rodgers, in consequence, directed Captain Decatur to
land, to demand an audience of the Bey, and to obtain an unequivo-
cal solution of the question of peace or war.

It is probable that the Bey regarded this mission as one of a doubt-
ful nature, also, for he refused to receive Captain Decatur in the
character in which he had been sent. That spirited officer, little
accustomed to temporising, declined being admitted in any other.
As soon as the intentions of both parties had been explained, Cap-
tain Decatur returned on board, when * the royal breast” of the Bey
*¢ appeared to be panic struck.,” A letter was sent to the commo-
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dore, signed by the pacha himself, in which he expressed a desire to

treat, and using the most pacific language. Shortly after he an-
nounced a wish to send a minister to Washington. This moderated
tone put anend to the threatened hostilities, and after a negotiation
that lasted nearly a month, theaffair was arranged with the regency,
to the satisfaction of one of the parties at least. The xebeck and
her prizes were not given up. In September, a Tunisian ambassa-
dor embarked in the Congress 38, Captain Dec#ur, and in due time
he was landed at Washington.

Commodore Rodgers remained in Tunis Bay more than a month,
literally negotiating under the muzzles of his guns, and the result
proved the wisdom of the course he had taken. The navy, the ablest

“of all negotiators in such matters, had completely reversed the gn-
cient order of things, for, instead of an American agent’s being coaﬁ-
pelled to solicit the restoration of prizes, illegally taken, in Africa, an
African agent was now soliciting the restoration of prizes legally
captured in America. At a later day, the xebeck and her consorts
were given up, asof no moment; but when the Tunisian minister
added a demand for tribute, agreeably to former usage, he met with
an explicit denial. After ashort residence, he returned to his master
with the latter answer, but the Bey did not see fit to take any.steps
in consequence. The impression”made by the attacks on Tripoli,
and of the appearance of the American squadron before his own
town, would seem to have been lasting. .

After the settlement of the dispute with T'unis, the vessels in the
Mediterranean were gradually reduced, though it was still deemed
necessary to keep a small squadron in that sea. The governmént
also became better apprised of the nature of the force that was
required, in carrying on a war with the Barbary states, and several
new vessels were put into the water-about this time, among which
were two regularly constructed bombards, the Etna and the Vesu-
vius. Two sloops of war, of the most approved models, were also
built, and became active cruisers on the peace establishment, These
vessels were the Wasp 18, and the Hornet 18, the former being a
ship and the latter a brig. These two beautiful and efficient sloops
had no gun-decks, poops, or top-gallant forecastles, but were con-
structed after the designs of the French, and they had armaments of
16 thirty-two pound carronades, and 2 long twelves each.

In April, 1806, a law was passed which authorised the President
to employ as many of the public vessels as he might deem necessary,
but limiting the number of the officers and seamen. By this act the
list of the captains was increased to thirteen, that of the masters and
commanders to eight, and that of the lieutenants to seventy-two.
The rank of masters and commanders was re-established in 1804,
as has been already shown, and, of the thirty-six lieutenants retained
in 1801, fifteen had been promoted, thirteen had resigned, one had
died on service, one had been drowned on service, one had been
killed in battle, one had been killed in a duel, one had been dis-
missed, and three still remained on’the list of lieutenants. Of those

<t
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that had been promoted, one* had resigned, and onet had been killed.
inbattle. It follows, that, in order to completethe new list to seventy-
two, sixty-nine midshipmen were raised to the rank of lieutenantg
The list of captains, under the new law, and after the changes
just named, consisted of the following gentlemen, viz:
8 Hugh G. Campbell,
9 Stephen Decatur,
10 Thomas Tingey,
11 Charles Stewart,
12 Isaac Hull,
13 John Shaw,
14 Isaac Chauncey.

1 Samuel Nicholson,,
2 Aletander Murray,

3 Samuel Barron,
4 John Rodgers,

5 Edward Preble,

6 James Barron,

7 William Bainbridge,
The list of masters and commanders at the same period, were as

follows, viz:
1 John Smith,
2 George Cox,
3 John H. Dent,
4 Thomas Ribinson,
The condition of the navy may be said to have been negative at
the period of which we are now writing, for while all who reflected
seriously on the subject, felt the necessity of greatly increasing this
branch of the national defence, nothing efficient was attempted, or,
apparently contemplated. Ships of the line, without which it would
be impossible to prevent any of even the secondary maritime states
of Europe from blockading the ports of the country, were now
scarcely mentioned, and the materials that had been collected for
that object, in 1800, were rapidly disappearing for the purposes of re-
pairs and re-constructions. Itis, indeed, difficult to imagine a policy
as short-sighted and feeble, as that pursued by Congressat this partic-
ular juncture. With political relations that were never free from the
appearances of hostilities, a trade that covered all the seas of the
known world, and an experience that was replete with lessons on the
necessity of repelling outrages by force, this greatinterest was treated
with a neglect that approached fatuity. To add to this oversight,
and to increase the despondency of the service, as well as of all those
whose views extended to the future necessities of the country, the
government appears to have adopted a policy, in connexion with'the
defence of the harbours, bays, and sounds of the coast, that was
singularly adapted to breaking down the high tone that the navy had
acquired in its recent experience. This plan, which has been gen-
erally known as the ‘ gun-boat policy,” originated as far back as the
year 1803, though it did not become of sufficient moment to be par-
ticularly noticed until the time at which we are now arrived, in the

5 David Porter,
6 John Cassin,

» 7 Samuel Evans,
8 Charles Gordon.

regular order of events.
In February, 1803, the relations of the country with Spain, in con-

sequence of a denial of a place of deposit at New Orleans, had an
aspect so threatening, that a law was passed appropriating $50,000
" Bterrett. t Somers.
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for the construction of gun-boats. In consequence of the acquisition
of Louisiana, by treaty, however, this money was never \used
although steps had been taken to procure models of the gun-bonts &
Spain and'Naples, nations whose naval histories, for the previous
century, offered but questionable examples for the imitation of a
people as singularly maritime as that of America.

In 1804, gun-boats were obtained in Naples to cannonade T'ripoli,
the position of the rocks before that town admitting of their use under
circumstances of advantage. The Neapolitan boats proving defec-
tive a few were built at home, and this species of vessel first appeared
afloatin 1805. The hardy manner in which they were carried acrose
the ocean and returned, has already been mentioned. The law
under which these boats had been byilt, contemplated their future
use, as.an auxiliary means of permatznt harbour defence.

Motives had been gradually accumulating, however, to induce the
executive to extend this \policy. The. English had set up new
doctrines on the subject of blockades and the colonial trade, in oppo-
sition to doctrines of France, that were equally opposed to common
sense, obvious justice, and usage ; and, .as the former possessed a
numerous and active marine, these conflicting practices resulted in a
species of indirect and half-way blockade of the entire American
coast. English cruisers were constantly hovering around the most
frequented of the ports of the country, while privateers under French
commissions, were occasionally guilty of the grossest excesses. 1In
short, we have now reached the commencemeént ofthat extraordinary
state of things, when each of the great European belligerents appear-
ed to think that an act of aggression by its enemy on a neutral, was
an ample justification for retaliating on the unoffending and suffering
party.

The gun-boats, at first, were well received in the service, sinceit gave
enterprising young officers commands; and the vessels originally
constructed, were of an equipment, size and force, which in a meas-
ure, removed the objections that young sea-officers would be apt to
urge against serving in them. At the close of the year 1806, the
President announced to Congress that the gun-boats already author-
ised by a law of April of the same year, 50 in number, were so far
advanced as to putitin the power of the government toemploy them
all, the succeeding season, and the message contained a'recommen-
dation to extend the system.

An event soon occurred that not only stimulated thig policy, but
which induced the government to resort to new measures to protect
the country, some of which were as questionable, as they were novel.
A few ships had been kept in the Mediterranean, as stated, and it is
worthy of being noted, that, with a commerce that, in 1807, employ-
ed 1,200,000 tons of shipping, this was the only foreign station on
which an Americd# cruiser was ever seen! Neither was there any
proper home squadron, notwithstanding the constant complaints that
were made of the wrongs inflicted by English and French cruisers,

particularly the former, at the very mouths of the harbours of the
country.
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On the 25th of April, 1806, the British ship Leander 50, Captain
Whitby, in endeavouring to cut off a small coaster, that was running
for Sandy Hook, fired a shot into her, which killed one of her peo-
ple ; and, as this outrage occurred quite near the shore; it excited a
strong feeling of indignation, in a portion of the country, at least,
But, Afortunately, party spirit had, at that period, taken the worst,
m angerous, and least creditable form, in which it can exist in a
fré® country. By neglecting to place the republiedin an attitude to

comma?ld respect, the government had unay

ases in which an appeal

appeal fo arguments and principles, in thos
rights, and, in so doing,

to force is the only preservative of nutiong
it opened the door to the admission of s§phisms, counter-arguments
and discussions, that, in the end, effectdially arrayed one half of the
community against the other, and this too, on matters in which
foreign nations were the real parties on one side, and the common
country on the other. In a word, the great mistake was made of
admitting of controversy concerning interests that all wise govern-
ments hold to be beyond dispute. There will presently be occasion
to advert to some of the consequences of this extraordinary state of
things, that are more peculiarly connected with our subject.

While the feelings, policy, and preparations of the United States
were in the condition just mentioned, the Chesapeake 38, was order-
ed to be put in commission, with a view,of sending her to the Medi-
terranean, as the relief-ship, the time of the people of the Constitu-
tion 44, the flag-ship on that station, being nearly up. Captain
Charles Gordoné&e youngest master-commandant on the list, was
attached to the sapeake as her captain, and Captain James Bar-
ron was selected to hoist a broad pennant in her, as commander of
the squadron. Both these officers enjoyed high characters in the
service; Commodore Barron, in particular, being deemed one of the
most ingenious and ready séamen that America had ever produced.

The Chesapeake was lying at the navy yard Washington, and was
put in commission early in 1807. By an order of the date of Feb-
ruary 22d of that year, Captain Gordon was first attached, but the
specific orders to Commodore Barron do not appear to have been
given until May the 15th. Theship remained at Washington, taking
in her masts and stores, and receiving officers and men, until the
close of the spring. During this time the English minister informed
the government that three deserters from his B. M. ship Melampus,
had enlisted among the crew of the Chesapeake, and he requested
that they might be given up.  Although the right to demand desert-
ers is not recognised by the laws of nations, there is usually a dispo-
sition between friendly governments to aid each other in securing
these delinquents, especially when it can be done under circumstan-
ces that produce ho direct injury, and the matter was referred to
Commodore Barron, for investigation; By the navy department.
The inquiry appears to have been made in a proper temper, and
with a sincere wish to dismiss the men, shogld they actually prove to
be what was represented, though it might bé questioned whether the

President himself legally possessed any power to give them up to
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their own officers. Commodore Barron directed Captain Gordon to
inquire into the matter with care,and to make his report. It was
ascertained that the thffee men were actually deserters from the ship
named, but they all claimed to be impressed Americans, who had
availed themselves of the first opportunity that offered on landing in
their native country, to make their escape from illegal and unjust
detention. Oneof these men was said to be a native of the Eastern
Shore, a part of the country in which Captain Gordory was born, and
that officer, after a careful examination, appears to have been satisfied
with the truth, of his account. Another was a coloured man, and
there was hardly a doubt of the truth of his allegations ; while the
case of the third seaman, though in part established, was not cuurcl)
clear. Under the circumstances, however, a seaman found in the
country, and demanding the protection of its laws as a native, could
not be given up fo a service that was known constantly to violate the
rights of individuals, on the naked demand of that service, and in the
absence of all affirmative proof of its being in the right. The Eng-
lish minister received the report, and he appears toyuve been satis-
fied, as no more was said ah the subject.

Although Captain Gordon was attached to the Chesapeake in
February, he does not appear to have actually taken the command
of the \hlp until the 1st of May, as she was still in the hands of the
mechanic§.  About the beginning of June she sailed from Washing-
ton for Norfolk. At this time, there were but twelve guns on l)()dl‘d
and, as it is customary for all vessels of war to fire a s salute in passing
Mount Vernon, it was discovered, on that oceasion, that some of the
equipments of the guns were imperfect. - Orders were issued by Cap-
tain Gordon in consequence, though the circumstance probably ex-
cited less attention than would otherwise have been the case, on
account of the unfinished state of the vessel. 'The Chesapeake arriv-
ed in Hampton Roads on the 4th of June, and on the 6th, Commo-
dore Barron paid her a short visit.

Between the 6th of June and the 19th, the remainder of the guns
and stores were received on board the Chesapeake, her crew was
completed to about 375 souls, and, on the latter day, Captain Gor-
don reported her to Commodore Barron, as ready for sea. Up to the
6th of June, the people had not even been quartered at all, and be-
tween that day and the time of sailing, they had been at quarters but
three times ; on neither of which occasions were the guns exercised.

About 8 A. M., June 22d, 1807, the Chesapeake Jd Captain Gor-
don, bearing th(' broad pennant ut Commodore B'lrron, got under
way, from Hampton Roads, bound to the Mediterranean. At that
early day, the armament of the ship consisted of 28 eighteen-pound-
ers on her cgun-déck, and of 12 carronades above, makln«r a total of
40 guns. \h(, was a roomy and convenient vessel, but was thought
to be weak for her dimensions, and her sailling was remarkable
neither way.

A squadron of British ships of war, varying constantly in numbers
and vessels, had been watching some French frigates that lay at
Annapolis, several months; and it was their practice to lie.it Lynn-

VoL. IL 1
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haven, or, occasionally, to cruise in the offing.  On the 21st of June,
this squadron had consisted of three vessels, one of which was the

Bellona 74, and another the Melampus 38, the ship from which the
three seamen, already mentioned, had deserted. - On the evening of
the same day, a fourth vessel, which was afterwards ascertained to
be the Leopard 50, Captain Humphreys, came in and anchored.
The Leopard was a small two-decker, had a lower-deck battery of
twenty-fours, and is said to have mounted 56 guns. When the
o Chesapeake weighed, up at Hampton Roads, the Leopard lifted her

' anchor, and .preceded-the American frigate to sea by several miles.
¢ The wind was light, at northwest ; and as the Leopard got an offing,
g she disappeared behind Cape Henry.

A little after 12 o’clock, the Chesapeake was up with the cape,
when the wind shifted to the southward and eastward. As she
opened the offing, the Leopard was seen a few miles distant to wind-
ward, heading to the eastward, with apparently very little uir. She
soon took the new wind, however, when both ships made stretches
to get free of the land, there being a good working breeze and per-
fectly smooth water. The Leopard tacked with the Chesapeake,

} though the latter ship appears to have closed with her, the distance

between the two vessels gradually lessening. By some accounts the
English ship shortened sail in order to allow this. Up to this mo-
ment, however, it is the better opinion, thatthere was nothing unusual,
or suspicious, in her' movements. The British cruisers were in the
habit of standing out in this manner, and the Leopard obtained the
weather gage altogether by the shift of wind.

About 3 o'clock, both vessels having an offing of some six or eight
\ miles, the Chesapeake tacked to the eastward again, and the Leopard,
then aboyt a mile to windward, wore round and came down upon
her weather quarter, when she hailed, informing Commodore Barron
that she had despatches for him. In all this there was nothing
unusual, despatches having been put on board the Wasp 18, Captain
Smith, from the Bellona 74, a few days previously, the American
ship being bound to Europe. Commodore Barron answered that he
would heave to, and receive a boat. Both vessels now came to, the
Chesapeake by laying her main-topsail to the mast, while the accounts
appear uncertain, whether the Leopard backed her forward or her
after sails. At this time, it was observed by some of the officers on

board the Chesapeake, however, that the English ship had her lower
ports triced up, and the tempions out of her guns. It does not
appear that the latter fact, the only one of moment, was reported to

either Captain Gordon or Commodore Barron.
In a few minutes, a boat from the Leopard came alongside of the

/ : .
Vi Chesapeake, and her officer was shown into the cabin, where he was
4 received by Commodore Barron. Here the English lieutenant pro-

duced an order, signed by Vice-Admiral Berkeley, dated Halifax,
June 1st, and addressed to all the cdptains of the ships under his
command, directing them, should they fall in with thg Chesapeake,
out of the waters of the United States, and at sea, tom::r com-

to pro-

mander this order, to * require to search for deserters,]

\
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J
ceed and search for the same,”* offering at the same time, to allow
of a similar search on board their own vessels. Accompanying this
order, was a note from the commander of the Leopard, addressed to
the commander of the Chesapeake, referring to the order of the vice-
admiral, and expressing a hope ‘“ that every circumstance respecting
them (the deserters) may be adjusted in a manner that the harmony
subsisting between the two countries may remain undisturbed.” To

this note, Commodore Barron returned an answer, stating that he
knew of no such deserters as described.

He added, that his recruit-
ing officers had been particularly instructed by the government, not

to enter any desérters from the English ships, and that his orders
would not allow him to suffer his people to be mustered by any offi-
cer but their own.
By referring to this correspondence, which will be found in the
appendix, it will be seen that neither the order of Vice-Admiral
Berkeley, the note of Captain Humphreys, nor the answer of Com-
modore Barron, was perfectly explicit on the important points, of
whether force would be used, if the alleged deserters were not given
up, or whether they would be refused, could it be shown, by any
other means than that of being mustered by foreign officers, that the
men required were among the Chesapeake’s crew. In a word, the
order and note were vague and general; and the answer, as far as it
went, the most direct document of the three, appears jo have been
framed in a similar spirit.  The British officer was ordered to * re-
quire” of the captain of the Chesapeake, * to search his ship for
deserters,” &c., and ‘‘to proceed and search for the same,” &ec.
Nothing is said of compelling a search ; and though the term *re
quire’’ was a strong one, the whole phraseology of the order was such
as might very well raise doubts, under the peculiar circumstances,
how far a party, who made professions of a desire to preserve the
harmony of the two nations, might feel disposed to violate public
law, in order to enforce its object. The note of Captain Humphreys
was just as explicit, and just as vague as the order, being a mere echo
of its spirit. Commodore Barron very clearly refused to permit a
British officer to search for a deserter, while he did not touch the
general principle, or what he might do, could it be shown by less
objectionable means, that there was a British deserter, of the sort
mentioned in the order, on board the Chesapeake,t and the demand
on the partof the English officers to search in person, wasabandoned.
Had there even existed a clause in the treaty between England and
America, rendering itobligatory on the two nations todeliver up each
other’s deserters, the requisition of Vice-Admiral Berkeley, taken as
an order to search in person, would have so far exceeded the probable
construction of reason, as to justify an officer in supposing that noth-
ing beyond a little well-managed intimidation was intended, since
nations do not usually permit their treaties to be enforced by any

*See note A, end of volume.

t It would have been illegal for Commodore Barron to give up a man regularly enter-
ed among his crew, as a deserter.

ng hi : He might have returned a deserter that came on
board his ship, but nothing more.
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but their own agents. While there was somethmg very equnvocal
beyond doubt, in the whole procedure of the British, it was so high-
handed a measure to commence a demand for deserters, by insisting
on a right to search a foreign vessel of war in person for them, that it
would be very difficult to believe any design to enforce a demund 80
utterly out of the regular course oflhlnos, could be seriously enter-
tained. It ought to be added, that the deserters alluded to in the
order of Vice-Admiral Berkeley, were not those from the Melampus,
already spoken of, but men from other ships, who were supposed to
e

have entered on board the Chesapeake at a much later day.*
The English lieutenant was on board the Chesapeake some tifne ;

the accounts of the length of his visit varying from 15 to 45 minutes.
It is probable he was fully half an hour in the cabin. His stay
appears to have been long enough to excite uneasiness on board his
own ship, for, while Commodoro Barron was deliberating on the
course he ought to pursue, information was sent below that a signal
was flying on board the Leopard, which her officer immediately
declared to be an order for the return of the boat. Soon after this
signal was shown, the answer of Commodore Barron was delivered.
“Commodore Barron now sent for Captain Gordon, and told him
to get the gun-deck clear, a duty that had been commenced an hour
or two before, without reference to the Leopard. He then went on
deck. Sooy after the English officer had passed out of the ship into
his own boat, by the latboard, or lee- -gangway, Commodore Barron
appeared in the starboard, or weather-gangway, to examine the
Leopard. Here it would seem that the latter was forcibly struck
with the appearance of preparation on board the English ship, and
the idea that recourse might be had to force began to impress him

He issued an order to Captain Gordon, to hasten the
In consequence of

seriously.
work on the gun-deck, and to go to quarters.
the latter order, a few taps were beaten on the drum, but that instru-

ment was stnpped by directions of Commodore Bdrr()n, and instruc-

tions were given to get the people to their quarters with as little noise
and purude as possible, in order to gain time, if thqt,Leopard really

meditated hostilities.

It is not easy to nnagine a vessel of war in a more unfortunate situ-
tion, than that of the Chesapeake at this particular moment. With
a ship of superior force within pistol-sho*, on her weather quarter
her guns trained, matches burning, people drilled, and every thing
ready to commence a heavy fire, while she herself was littered and
lumbered, with a crew that had not yet exercised her guns, and which
had been only three times even mustered at their quarters. The
business of Lmlmg away her cables, which had lain on the gun-deck
until after 2 o’clock, was still going on, while the cabin bulk- head,
cabin furniture, and some temporary pautries were all standing aft

* It is raid that one man in particular who had run from the Halifax sloop of war, had

been seen by his old captain in Norfolk, and that he had insulted the latter in the street.
This was the person the English officers were the most anxious to obtain. It does not

lpp‘ear, inowcver, that any men, but those from the Melampus, had ever heen formally
demanded of the proper authorities, though something may have pass#d om the subject

between subordinates.
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A good dt‘dl ot the baggage of the passengers in the ship was also on
llL gun-deck. It \vould seem, however, that some of the lieutenants
had regarded the movements of the Leopard with distrust from the
bwnnung; and the vessel being particularly well officered, these
ge :ntlemen soon made an active commencement towards gcttm(r the
slup clear. The guns were all loaded and shotted, but on examina-
tioin, it was found that there was a deficiency in rammers, wads,
matches, gun-locks, and powder-horns. While things were in this
awkward condi.i 1on, Commodore Barron continued in the gangway
examining the Leopard. Thé boat of the latter was about five

minutes in pulling back to that vessel, and as soon as the people were
out of her, she was dropped astern,

towing, and the English ship hailed.
that he did not understand the hail,

ahead of the Chesapeake. In a few seconds this shot was followed
by an entire broadside. By this discharge, in addition to other
injuries done the ship, Commodore Barron, who continued in the
gangway, and his aid, Mr. Broom, were wounded. The Leopard
was now hailed, and some answer was returned, but the noise and
confusion rendered all attempts at a communication in this mode
useless. A boat was shortly after ordered to be lowered, to be sent
to the Leopard, but it did not proceed.

Every exertion was making all the while, to get the batteries ready,
and with the exception of the forward gun below, the port of which

was still down on account of the ¢ lemr it appears that one broad-
side might have been fired,

guns been absolutely wanting.

where most of her boats were
Commodore Barron answered
when the Leopard fired a shot

had not the means of discharging the

For some time, there was no priming
pnw(l( r, and when an insufficient quantity did finally arrive, there
were no matches, locks, or loggerheads. Some of the latter were
brought from the galley, however, and they were applied to the prim-
ing, but w;({v, yet too cold to be of use.

In the mean while, the
Leopard, an excellent position,

and favoured by smooth water,
was deliberately pouring in her whole fire upon an unresisting ship.

This state of lhmus lasted from twelve to eighteen minutes, when
Commodore Imrwn having repeatedly desire d that one gun at least,
might be discharged, ordered the colours to be hauled down. Just
as the ensign reached the tafirail, one gun was fired from the second
division of the ship.*

The Chesapeake immediately sent a boat on board the Leopard,
to say that the ship was at the disposal of the English captain, when
the latter directed his officers to muster the /\m('rl('(m crew. The
three men claimed to be deserters from the Melampus, and one that
had run from the Halifax sloop of war, were carried away. Com-
modore Barron now sent another note to Captain Humphreys to
state his readiness to give up his ship ; but the latter declining to take
charee of her, a council of the officers was called, and the Chesa-
peake returned to Hampton Roads the same evening.

* This gun was discharged by means of a coal brought from the galley, which was
applied by Lieutenant Allen, the office

er of the division, with his fingers, after an unsuc-
cessful attempt to make usc of a loggerhead.
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In this affair, the Loopqrd of course, euﬂ'cred very little. The

single shot that was fired, it is understood hulled her, but no person
was injured. Not so with the Chesapeake, although the injuries she
sustained, were probably less than might have been expected. The
accounts of the duration of the ﬁring vary from seven to twenty
minutes, though the majority of opinions place it at about twelve
But thr( e men were killed on the spot; eight were badly, and ten
were slightly wounded ; making a total of twenty-one casualties
The Leopard appears to have thrown the weight of her grape int
the lower sails, the courses and fore-topmast stay-sail having beer
riddled with that description of shot. Twenty-one round shot struck
the hull. As it is known that the first broadside, when vessels are
near and in smooth water, usually does as much injury as several of

the succeeding, and as all the firing of the Leopard, in one sense a*
ossesse (l this advantage, the execution she

least, may be said to have

did cannot be C()nsidcrt;d)a any thing remarkable. All three of the
lower masts of the Ampérican frigate were injured, it is true, and a good
deal of rigging was Z:xt; still the impression left by the occurrence
went to convince the Awerican service, that English fire was not so

formidable as tradition and rumour had made it
The attack on the Chesapeake, and its results, created a strong

and universal‘sensation in America. At first, as ever happens while
natural fecling and national sentiment are uninfluenced by calcula-
tions of p()ll(‘v there was but one voice of indignation and resent.
ment, though, in a short time, the fiend of party Tifted his head, and
persons were not wanting who presumed to justify the course taken
by the English vice-admiral. Notwithstanding these exceptions, the
general effect was certainly very adverse to the British cause in
America, and the injury was not fairly forgotten, until it had been
eflaced from the public mind by many subsequent victories.

It is scarcely necessary to say that wounded national fee ling
eagerly smnrht for some palliative, and, as usually happens in such
cases, the commanding officer of the Chesapeake soon became the
subject of those inconsiderate and unjust comments, which ever

accompany popular clamour, when the common self-esteen is le
poj )

A court of inquiry sat, as a matter of course, and the results

sened.
Cap-

were courts-martial on Commodore Barron, Captain Gordon
ain Hall, the commanding marine officer on board, and the gunner
The charges produc wl against Commodore Barron were four,
viz: lst. “ For neglige mlv ]wrhnmlmr the duty assigned him.”
Under this charge the spec ifications alleged that he had not suffi-
ciently visited and examined the ship, pxmlmuh to sailing.  2d.
“ For negle (‘hn'r, on the probability of an engagement, to clear his
There were six specifications under this eharge,

ship for action.”
3d. ¢ Failing to encourage, in his

all tending to the same point.
own person, his inferior officers and men to fight courageously

Ten specifications were made under this charge, all, more or less,
implicating the military judgment and personal courage of the ac-
cused. 4th. “For not doing his utmost to talwi or destroy the
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Lu)p ud Wlll(,ll vessel it was |lla duty to encounter.”
cations supported this charge.

Five specifi-

There is little questign that the government, nation, and we might
almost add, the navy, felt a pre (llsl)()blllnll to umdcmn Commodore
Barron, previously to the trial, for it is the natural and most common
refuge of masses of men, to seek a victim whenever they find them-
selves in any manner implicated in their characters or conduct.
The court was well composed, and its lrearing was solemn and digni-
fied. It has been said that this tribunal first set the example of a
rigid adherence to principles, forms, and precepts in its proceedings,

and it has always been spoken of with respect for itsimpartiality and

motives. Of the four charges made, Commodore Barron was en-

tirely acquitted of the first, third, and fourth, and found guilty under
the second. Several of the specifications of the other charges were
found to be true, but the court decided that they did not involve the
guilt impliul in the accusations. It was the final decision, that Com-
modore Barron was guilty of the 5th and 6th specifications of the
2d charge, which were in the following words :—*: 5th. In that, the
said l‘nn«-s Barron did receive from llu, commanding officer ()t the
Leopard, a communication clearly intimating, that lt certain men
were not delivered up to him, he should proceed to use force, and
still, the said James Barron neglected to clear his ship for action.”
6th. ¢ In that, the said James Barron did verily believe from the
commuuication he received from the commanding officer of the said
ship Leopard, that the said ship would fire upon the said frigate Ches-
apeake, or take by force, if they could not be obtained by other
means, any British deserters that could be found on board the Ches-
apeake, and still the said James Barron neglected to clear his ship
for action.”  On these two specifications, under the charge of neg-
lect of duty, Commodore Barron was sentenced to be suspended for
five years, without pay or emoluments.

It m: 1y be (lumunn( :d if the order of Vice-Admiral Berkeley and

the note of Captain Humphreys will be llmunln by all persons, to

be ¢ communications cle all\' 1ntime mlm an intention to resort to

force, under the peculiar circumstances of the case. The first would
seem to have been framed with great art, expressing nothing very
clearly, and coupled with the fact of its containing instructions to
show the order itself to the American captain, it might very well be
supposed to have been no more than an expedient m(rvmuu\h de-
vised to obtain the ends of the British officers by intimidation.
Could the Chesapeake have been prepared ﬁ)r:wll(m, for instance,
and the English lieutenant detained, and Commodore Barron,
assuming that the order of Admiral Berkeley was an act of hostility,
as, in effect, was assumed by the court, attacked and subdued the
Leopard, the world would probably have heard the complaints of
England for a violation of good faith, under the plea that to * require
to search his ship for deserters,” with an offer to submit to a similar
scarch on board the Briush \lll]) was not necessarily an act of hos-
tility, and that the additional order * to proceed and search for the
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N
same,” was merely given un(l( T lh(' ~uppos1uon that the demand
contained in the requisition would have been amicably granted

If the testimony fully sustained the 6th spacification, there can be
no doubt that Commodore Barron was guilty of Cullmhlv neglect,

but it may be thought that this point, also, admits of some quuhh( a-
tion. It appears, l)y the finding of the court, that it made up its de-

cision on this \peuh ation from two facts, viz. (xpr('\\lllll\ 1N a note
accompanying the official report made of the affair by Commodore

Barron to the navy department, and expressions he had used in con-
As regards the first, Commodore lhr-

versation prior to the attack.
ron tells the secretary, that the purport of Vice- \(hmml Berkeley’s

order was to take the men by force, in the event of no other means
‘aer

a statement that is certainly not borne out by the orde
On his trial, Commo-

oftering,
itself, as it has since been given to the world.
dore Barron explains this discre pancy between the fact and his own
statement, and which appears to have militated so much against his
own interests, by saying that he wrote the note after the affair had
occurred, und« .r much Im(hlv suffering from wounds, and great men-
tal agitation, and that he must have confounded the impressions left
by events, with opinions formed previously to their occurrence. "On
examining this part of the subject, it will be seen that the answer is

not without much force.
The second fact rests on the testimony of Captain Gordon, who

informed:the court that, while at dinner, an houyr or two before the
Leopard closed, Commeodore Barron said he distrusted her move-
ments. As respects verbal declarations, they are always to be taken
with great allowances, the ordinary language of men being so much
qualified by the circumstances under which it is uttered, and the 'y
have always been held questionable evidence, except \\ln 'n used in
cases of gravity and solemnity. A remark of this nature may have

been made without suspecting hostilities, sincé a demand for deser-
ters, by no means would infer an intention to resort to force, on
receiving a denal. >

In his defence, Commodore Barron says that he expected another
communication from Captain Humphreys, which would have allowed
ample time to clear the ship for action, had she been in a condition
to engage atall. In short, after carefully reviewing the testimony,
and the finding of the court, most persons will be led to believe llmt

Commodore Barron was ]mmslu 'd to the fullest extent of his offence

and, whatever may be the dictations of a rigid military code, and the
exactions of stern military principles, that he was the victim of cir-
cumstances, rather than of any unpardonable error of his own. It

would have been safer, wiser, and more in conformity with naval

rules, to have gone to quarte r\ as the ships approache d each other;
and, as soon as the letter of Captain Humphreys was received, 1t

would seem that what before was ouly e xpe 'dient became imperative;

but the case admits of so much extenuation, that general rules will

hardly apply to it. It is highly satisfactory to be able to add, that a
court composed of men who, in so many instances, have shown their

own devotion to the honour of the flag, closed its IllH[Hl“ on the sub-
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ject of the personal conduct of the accused, in the following im-
pressive language :—*“ No transposition of thc specifications, or any
other modllu,.mon of the charges themselves, would alter the opinion
of the court as to the firmness and courage of the accused. 'The
evidence on this point is clear and satisfactory.”

The trial of Captain Gordon resulted in his being found guilty of
negligently performing his duty, in connexion with some trihing
informalities in the gunner’s reports, and in those of the marine offi-
cer. He was sentenced to be privately reprimanded.

Captain Hall, of the marines, fared still better, his offence being
purely technical; and'in sentencing him to be .11\() privately repri-
manded, the u)url added that if it could have discovered a lighter
punhlnncnt, it would havelinflicted it.

The gunner was cashiered, chiefly because he had neglected to fill
a sufficient number of the priming horns, notwithstanding a direct
order had been given to that effect, which he had reported executed.

It is not easy to discover any defects in the three last decisions of
the court, which would seem to have been Justified by the testimony,
although it was clearly established by the evidence of nearly all the
sea-officers examined, that had they succeeded in firing the guns that
were loaded, the means were wanting to discharge a second broadside.

The revelations made by these courts-martial, contain matter for
grave reflection; and it may well be questioned, if any impartial
person, who coolly examines the whole subject, will not arrive at the
conclusion, that the real de linquents were never put on their trial.
It must be rmn(*mlwrvd that in lhv year 1807, America possessed
the experience of three naval wars ; : that by the force of things, she
had created a corps of officers, w |ll( h, small as it was, had no supe-
rior, in any other country ; that her artisans put on the ocean as fine
vessels of their classes as floate d, and that the conviction of the neces-
sity of an efficient marine was deep and general.  In the face of all
these striking facts, it is seen that four months were required to fit a
single frigate for sea, at a yard immediately under the eyes af Con-
gress, and this too at a moment when there existed a pressing
necessity for hastening the preparations.® Under such circumst: \n-
ces, » find that this frigate did not receive all her guns until a few
(]Il}.\ thmv she sailed ; that her erew was coming on board to the
latest hour ; that her people had been quartered but three days before
the ship went to sea, and that the responsible officer was acquitted
of neeleet, on the plea of the imperious necessity under which he had

acted, althoueh it was admitted that when a foreign vessel of war

came alongside of his ship to offer, not only an indignity to his flag,
but direct violence to his men, his people had never been exercised
at their guns. A public cruiser had been sent out in face of those,
who, armed at all points, sought her destruction,as unceremoniously,
hurriedly, and negligently, as if her employment was mere ly that of
a passenger-hoy.  When it was found that the natioy "had been dis-

* The Chesapeake was destined to relieve the Constitution; and the crew of the latter
ship wasactually in a state of mutiny, if they can be called mutineers who were illegally
detained, because their times were up, and llu) were entitled to their discharges.

~

e e e
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graced, so unsound was ﬂlv shlu*(ﬂ lu)pular ﬂxﬂlng ﬂlltlh(‘rCﬂl
delinquents were overlooked, while their victims became the object
of popular censure.

It is an axiom, as true as it is venerable, that a * divided power be-
comes an irresponsible power.” Such, in fact, isthe nature of the
authority wielded by the national legislature, the neglect of which,
in the way of military and naval preparations, would long since have
ruined most of the statesmen of the country, had they been guilty of
the same omissions, as individuals, that they had sanctioned as bodies
of men. We may lament the lllf(llll«lll()ll, condemn the selfishness,
and denounce te abandonment of duty, which impel ambitious |;()l-
iticians to convert the legislative halls into arenas for political contro-
versies that ought never to degrade their deliberations, or 1|11])‘n|r the
sanctity of their oaths; but when we find the conse quences of such
unconstutional innovations putting in jeopardy the lives and hon-
ours of those,who are subject to martial law, a solémn and reproving
sentiment must mingle with the views of every honest cilim-nz as he
maturely considers the hardships of the case. ]

The act of Vice-Admiral Berkeley was disavowed by the English
government, and reparation was made for the w rong.* That officer
was recalled from the American station 3 though the people of the
republic found just cause of complaint, ih the circumstance that he
was shortly after sent toa commang that was considered more im-
portant. It was, perhaps, fortunate that the attack on the Chesa-
peake occurred at a moment when the relations between the two
countries were rather more amicable than they had been for several
vears, or it might have led to an immediate declaration of war.

CHAPTLER IL

Strange policy of government, as shown in the embargo—More vessels put in commis-

sion— Developement of gun-boat svstem—Commencement of armaments on the Lakes

Afliuir of the President and Little Belt—the merits of that occurrence, and the feel-

ing of the country—The question of the right of Impressment considered.

Tue assault of the Leopard on the Chesapeake, was replete with
political lessons for the people of the United States. It showed the
insults and outrages to which nations render themselves liable, when
thev neglect the means of defence 5 it demonstrated how boldly their
great commercial rivals caleulated on the influence of that spirit of

* Althongh thie Melampus was not one of the ships mentioned in the order of Vice-
Admiral Berkeley, the three deserters from that ship. as has been seen, were tukenaway,
from the Halitax. Two of the former were returned, and the third died.  The

with one
two men returned, were delivered uu the deck of the ship from which they bad been
violentlyv taken away,  Itis understood that the deserter from the Halifax was haneed,

'u"]n'v- orders 1'11!1':] In- rece i\ml !’q'um En ' ind to «ly'liw'r ]v‘ym un l' i< :1'<x viel H'HI
Captain Humphreys was never again employed, in consequence ot its being thought that

he had exceeded his instructions.

1807.]

gain w
lic; an
agents,
never h
portion
siderati
and fee
ernmen
the righ
nel of ¢
000 ton
22d day
the pur
ticipatu
an open
This
quence
arly pr
in the fe
ed, and
felt that
squadro
ading th
this too,
rent exp
1ts 1mpo
mention
Cong
there hag
by his p
e the /
a propos
Without
sustaine(
war of
prospect
about ¢l
men of t
country,
f‘{)l'('(- tin
and whic
as it is to
cember,
boats, 11
number ¢
the devel
for a shor
and even
There

of this nat



[1807.

hat the real
¢-the object

d power be-
iture of the
t of which,
g since have
en guilty of
ed as bodies
selfishness,
ibitious pol-
tical contro-
r impair the
ices of such
es and hon-
id reproving
itizen, as he

the English
That officer
eople of the
ince that he
»d more 1m-
) the Chesa-
een the two

for several
of war.

put in commis-
mnts on the Lakes
nce, and the feel-
red.

replete with
[t .\lll\\\t‘t‘ the
‘liable, when
v bol H) their
that spirit of

e order of Vice-
.'~1‘|"i‘l.|‘ cnaway,
third died. The
‘h they le‘hl been
fax was han red,
tis also <aid that
yeine thought that

1807. ] NAVAL HISTORY. 23

gain w hn,h was thought to plcdmmn.lt(- in the councils of Ill(‘ re pub-
lic ; and (it exinbite d a determination on the part of the English
agents, if not on that of the government, to insist'on claims that can
never be yielded by independent nations, withouf a concession of a
portion of their sovereign rights. But humiliatipg as all these con-
siderations make the case, and extraordinary ap were the conduct
and feeling of the English, the policy pursued bygthe American gov-
ernment, as a means of punishing the agoressors, and of“vindicating
the rights of the country, was quite as much out of the ordinary chan-
nel of correct reasoning.  With a foreign trade that e 11)1)]0)(1| 700,-
000 tons of American ~h|p|)inir alone, Congress passed a law on the
22d day of December, 1807, dec l.umw an unlimited e »mbargo, for all
the purposes of forei Iign commerce, on every port in the Union; an-
ticipating a large portion of the injuries that might be expected from
an open enemy, by inflicting them itself'!
This t\trmr(lm ary measure was not avowedly taken in conse-
quence of the attack on the Chesapeake, for the English government
early professed a readiness to atone for that outrage, but it originated
in the feelings it engendered. 'The national pride had been wound-
ed, and the injury rankled the deeper, because all intelligent men
felt that the nation was not in a condition to resent the insult.  The
squadron that then lay in Lynnhaven, was probably equal to block-
ading the entire naval force of the United States of

America, and
this too, it ought never to be forgotten,

in a country that met its cur-
rent expenses and extinguished an ancient debt, with the duties on
its imports alone, whic h possessed the amount of shipping already
mentioned, and had nearly 100,000 registered seamen.

Congress was convened on the 26th of October, and, as soon as
there had been time to deliberate on what had passed, the President
by his proclamation, interdicted all British vessels of war from enter-
ing the American waters.  When the national legislature assembled,
a proposition to increase the number of gun-boats was laid before it.
Without a sufficient naval foree—to raise a blockade that should be
sustained by three ships of the line; with all the experience of the
war of the Revolution fresh i their recollections; and with the
prospect of a speedy contest with a people that scarcely hesitated
about closing the ports of the Union in a time of peace, the states-
men of the day misdirected the resources of a great and growing
country, by listening to this proposition, and creating a species of
force that, in its nature, is mere ly auxiliary to more powerful means,
and whic h Is as entire l\ unfitted to the moral character of the people,
as it is to the natural formation of the coast. On the 18th of De-
cember, a law was passed authorising the construction of 188 gun-
boats, in addition to those already huih, which \\'nuld raise the total
nmnln 'r of vessels of this description in the navy to 257. 'l‘||i~ was
the developement of the much-condemned ¢ gun- “boat system,” which,
for a short time, threatened destruction to the pride, disc lplnw tone,
and even lll(il.l].\ of the service.

There can be no question, that, in certain circumstances, vessels
of this nature may be particularly useful, but these circumstances are
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are almost always connected w llh attacks

of rare occurrence, as they
As the policy is now abandoned, it is un-

on towns and harbours.
necessary to point out the details by which it is rendered pzn‘li('ulurly
unsuitable to this country, though there is one governing principle

that may be mentioned, whic :h, of itself, demonstrates its unfitness.

The Ame l’( an coast lm~ an extent of near two thousand miles, and
to proteetit by means of gun-boats, even admitting the practicability
of the method, would involve an expenditure sufficient to create a
movable force in ships, that would not only answer all the same pur-

poses of defence, but which would possess the additional advantage

of acting, at need, offensively. In other words, it was entailing on

the country the cost of an efficient marine, without enjoying its
advantages.

At the time when the laws of nations and the flag of the United
States were outraged, in the manner related in the preceding chap-
ter, the government was empowered to employ no more than 1425
in all the vessels of the navy,

ordinary seamen and boysy
The administration felt that

seamen,
whether in comission orin ordinary.
this number was insufficient for the common wants of the wrvim', and
early in 1808, the secretary asked for authority to raise 1272 addi-
tional men, to be put on board the gun-boats that were now ready to
receive them. The necessary law, however, was withheld.
The near approach of a war, that succeeded the attack of the
Leopard, appears to have admonished the English government of
the necessity of using some efficient means of settling the long-pend-
ing disputes between the two nations, and negotiations were carried
on during the year 1808, in a temper that promised a p:l(-ili(' termin-
ation to the quarrel, and in strict conformity with a practice, (it \mul(l
be an abuse of terms to call it a policy,) that has long prevailed i
the country, the time that should have been actively employed in
preparations, was irreclaimably lost, in the idle_expectation that they
would not he needed.  No act was passed, nor any appropriation
made, either for the employment of more men, or for the placing in
commission any additional vessels, until the last of January, 1809,
when the President was directed to equip the United States 44, Pres-
ident 44, Essex 32, and John Adams 24 ; the latter vessel _having
been cut down to a sloop of war* By the same law, the navy was
oreatly inereazed in efficiency, as respects the officers and men, the
President being authorized to appoint as many additional midship-
men as would make a total of 450, and to employ in all, 5025 sea-

men, ordinary seamen, and boys. By adding the remaining officers,

and llw marine corps, the whole service could not have contained a

South Carolina, has undergone many
locl

carrying 24 tweélves on her gun deck;

at Charleston,
a small frizate,

* This ship, which was built
She was constructed for

chanees,

was then cut down to a sloop ; next raised upon to be a frigate, and hn.nln once more

cutdown It is <aid that the .\ln;t was built !l_\ contract, and that the original contractor,
rictor, who in a spirit of economy, so much reduced

let out one side of her to a sub-contr:
ship had actnally several inches more beam onone side, than on the

her monlds that the
other,  Asa conscquence, she both bore her canvass and sailed better on one tack than
onthe oth r. The John Adams was rebnilt entirely, a few years since ; and the present

most beaatiful ships of her class that floats

one of the

vessel 13
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total of less than 7000 persons, when the act was carried into exe-
cution.

The equipment of the ships just mentioned, and the active em-
ployment of all the small vessels of the service, probably saved the
navy of the United States from a total disorganisation. It was the
means of withdrawing a large portion of the officers from the aun-
boats, and of renewing that high tone and admirable discipline w hich
had distinguished it, atthe close of the Tripolitan war. By this time,
nearly all the midshipmen who had been before Tripoli, were lieuten-
ants ; and there was already one instance in which an officer, who
had entered the navy as a midshipman, commanded the frigate in
which he had just served.*

About this time, too, the government seriously turned its attention
towards those ml(md waters on which its future policy might render
the employment of vessels of war necessary. Both P,ntrl(nul and
France had used cruisers on the great lakes, in the early lustnr\ of
the country, though the settlements of the for mer did not extend to
their shores, until dﬁ(l the conquest of Canada. In the war of the
Revolution, vessels were built on Lake Champlain, by both the belli-
gerents, though in no mstance, had any American naval officer ever
yet been employed in the interior waters. In the course of the sum-
mer of 1808, however, it was thought prudent to make a commence-
ment towards the employment of a force in that quarter, England
already possessing ships on Ontario and Erie.

There being no especial law for such an object, advantage was
taken of the discretionary powers granted to the President under the
act for building gun-boats. A few officers were placed under the
orders of Lieutenant M. T. Woolsey, and that gentleman was em-
powered to make contracts for the construction of three vessels, one
of which was to be built on Lake Ontario, and the other two on Lake
Champlain.  The two vessels constructed on Lake Champlain were
merely ordinary gun-boats, but that constructed on Lake Ontario
was a regular brig of war.  The latter was of about two hundred and
forty tons measurement, was pierced for sixteen guns, and when
delivered by the contractors, in the spring of 1809, to the sea-officers
ordered to receive her, she mounted 16 twenty- 1mu pound carron-
ades. In consequence of an arrangement that was made, about this
time, with England, but which was not ratified in Emrope, this wes-
sel, which was called the Oneida, was not equipped and sent upon
the lake till the following year.

This was a period of vacillating policy in both nations, England,
at times, appearing disposed to arrange amicably the many different
points that had arisen with America, and the latter country acting,
at moments, as if it believed war to be lllll)()‘\&ll)l(‘ while at others, it
seemed to be in earnest with its preparations. Thus passed the
years 1808, 1809, and 1810, the émbargo having been raised, follow-

ed by a non-intercourse law wnh Great Britain, and succeeded by an
absence of all restrictions.

*Captain Decatur.
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Durmrr this period of doubt, lhc wsscls of thc navy that were in
commission, were principally employed on the coast, or they kept
up the commanications with the different diplomatic agents in
Europe, by carrying despatches. There is no question that these
were important years to the service, for, since the attack on the
Chesapeake, the utmost vigilance prevailed, and every commander

watched |cnluu~|y for an opportunity to wipe out the disgrace, real
or imaginary, of that unfortunate atfair.  No more \'Cssels were sent
to the Mediterrane: in, but the whole maritime force of the republic

was kept at home. The country had now in active service the

following vessels, viz:

President 44, Hornet 18,
Constitution 44, Argus 16,
United States 44, Siren 16,
Essex 32, Nautilus 12, ]
John Adams 24, Enterprise 2,
Wasp 18, Vixen 12.

In addition to these cruisers, were a great number of gun-boats,
which were principally commanded by sailing-masters, who had
been selected from among the officers of merchant vessels. The
Nautilus and Vixen had both been rigged into brigs; the Enter-
prise soon after was altered in the same manner, and there proving
an occasion to rebuild the Hornet, she was converted into a ship,
and pierced for two more guns, making twenty in all. DBut, un-
happily, the opportunity was lost, of building and equipping a force

that could prevent blockades.

The English increased their cruisers on the American coast, in
proportion to the Americans themselves, though their vessels no
longer lay off the harbours, impressing men, and detaining ships. It
was seldom that a British cruiser was now seen near the land, the

overnment probably cautioning its commanders to avoid unneces-

o
Still

2.1rv exhibitions of this sort, with a view to prevent collisions.
they were numerous, cruised at no great distance, and by keeping
up constant communications between Bermuda and Halifax, may be
said to have intercepted nearly every ship that passed from one
hemisphere to the other.

Such in effect, was the state of things in the spring of the year
1811, when information was received by the senior officer of the

navy afloat, Commodore Rodgers, that a man had been impw*«vd’

from an American brig, at no great distance from Sandy Hook, by
an English frigate that was \uppusv(l to be the (-lwrm re 38, Captain
The broad p('nnant of Commodore Rndg( rs was ﬂ\nw on
board the President 44, Captain Ludlow, which ship was then
anchored off Annapolis. Repairing on board his vessel, he got
under way with an intention of proeceding off New\ York to inquire
into the facts, on the 10th of May, passing the capeg shortly after.
On the 16th of May, at noon, a sail was made from the President,
which ship was then about six leagues from the land, to the south-
ward of New York.# It was soon perceived that the stranger was a
vessel of war, by the squareness of his yards, and the symmetry of

Dacres.
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his sails, and the American frigate stood for him, with an intention
to get within hail. At 2 the President set her broad pennant and
ensign. 'The stranger now made several signals, but finding they
were not answered, he wore and stood to-the sonthward. Ahhnugh
the -President galn((l upon the chase, the wind lessened, and night
set in before she could get near e n()uvh to distinguish her force. It
was past 7 o’clock in the evening when the stranger took in his
studding-sails, hauled up his courses, and came by the wind on the
starboard tack. He mow set an ensign at his U‘lﬂ
dark to discover the nation. Ashe came to the w md, he necessarily
showed his broadside, and was taken for a small frigate

The President continuing to stand (lnwn, the chase wore four
several times, in order to prevent the American frigate from getting
a position to windward. It was conse quently near half past 8 be-
fore Commodore Rodgers could bring to, as he had desired, on the
weather bow of the stranger, or a little forward of his beam, when,
being within a hundred yards, he hailed, and demanded ‘“ what ship
is that 7’ No answer was given to this question, but it was repeated
word for word, from the stranger.  After a short pause the question
was acain put, when the stranger fired a gun, the shot from which
cut away a breast-back-stay, and entered the main-mast. Commo-
dore Rodgers was on the point of ordering a shot to be returned,
when one of the guns was discharged from the second division of
the President.  The stranger now fired three guns in quick succes-
sion, and then, after a short pause, the remainder of his broadside
and all his musketry. The President, as a matter of course, deliv-
ered her broadside in return. Tn a few minutes, however, it was
perceived on board the American vessel, that they were engaged with
an adversary so inferior as to render her resistance very feeblé, and
orders were sent to the different divisions to stop their fire.

I'he guns of the Presidentwere soon silent, when, to the surprise
of all on board her, the stranger opened anew
American frigate recommenced,
course of a very few minutes,
dition of her antagonist,
unmanageable.  The

The fire of the
but it was again stopped in the
in consequence of the crippled con-
who lay nearly end on, and apparently
American now hailed again, and got an
answer that her adversary was a British ship of war, though the
name was inaudible, on account of the wind, which had increased.
Satisfied that his late oppanent was (hmlihd, and having no desire
to do more than had already been accomplished, Commodorg
Rodgers gave the name of his own ship, wore round, and running a
short distance to leeward, he hauled by the wind again, with a view
to remain nigh the English vessel during the night.  The President
ke 'pt lights (]I\[)](l\(‘(] in order to let her late antagonist know her
position, and wore several times to remain near her.

When the day dawned the English ship was discovered some dis-
tance to leeward, her drift in the night having been considerable.
The President bore up under easy canvass, and running down to
her, a boat was lowered, and Mr. Creighton, the first licutenant, was

sent on board, with an offer of services. The stranger proved to be

27

but it was too .
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Illb Brlmnm(‘ majesty’s ship Little Belt l 8, Captain Bingham. The
Little Belt was a vessel of twenty-two guns, but having a light spar-
deck above, on which no guns were muunt( 'd, she had th(‘ external
appearance of a small f'rur ite.  She had suffe red se verely by the fire
of the President, and thul) -one of her people had been killed and
As Captain Bingham dec lined receiving any assistance,
sach mi xl\m'r the best of her way to a port of her

wounded.
the vessels parted, e

own nation.
This occurrence gave rise to much angry discussion in America,

and widened the breach which already existed between the l.nnh\h
The account given by Captain Bingham

and the American nations.
differed essentially from that of Commodore le«r()rs, and official
On that of the Americans

investigations were made on both sides.
a form: 1| court of 1 mqmr\ was held, and every sea-officer that was in

the ship was examined, as we 1l as a great many of llur petty officers
1 measure free

The testimony was very clear, and it was In a gre
from the discrepancies that usually distinguish the acc nunts of battles,

whether by sea or land. The fact that th(- Little Belt fired the tn\t
gun was established by the oath of the officer who ordered the gun
fired in return, as this gentleman distinctly testified that he gave the
command, under a standing order of the ship, and in consequence
of having seen the flash and heard the re port of the Little Belt’s gun,

Henot (m]\ testified that he heard the report of the gun, but that he
also heard the noise made by the shot which ente red th(- mast. Other

officers and men corroborated this account, and in a way to render
their evidence not only consistent with itself, but with probability.

As the President was ve ry fu”\ officere (1 the number and l(‘~])0 cta-
bility of the witnesses, put all umllm«r almut the facts at rest in the

country.

It is believed that there was no proper court of inquiry held on the
conduct of Captain Bingham, tlmutrh affidavits of most of his officers
By that ge ml« »man’s official account, as it has been

were published.
It h .lt-

given to the world, as we Il as by the affidavits mentioned,
the President commenced the action by tnln«_r, not a

hrlm'(l that
He also intimated that the

. . \ . {
single gun, but an entire broadsidé.
action lasted three quarters of an hour, and appearg¢d desirous of
leaving the impression that the President had sheered off.

As between the two governments, the question was reduced to one
of veracity. If the account of the American officer was true, that

- 1 ) . ~ N

of the English officer was untrue. Each government, as commonly
happens, seeming disposed to believe its own officer, contrary to
what mizht have been expected, no political consequences followed
The President sustained little injury, no round shot
and another in her fore-mast,

this rencontre.
alone was slightly

besides the one in her
having struck her, and, of her people, one boy
wounded by a musket-ball. The Little Belt, on the other hand,
having suffered even out of proportion to the disparity of force be-
tween the vessels, the American government was satisfied with the
punishment nlunn]\ inflicted on llw assailants; while the English
government could not well demand reparation, \\1t|mut demanding

main-mast,
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that tlw \m« rrican functionaries would not believe their own ulh(‘( T,

After some communications on the subject, and an exchange of the
testimony that had been given, nothing further appears to have been
done, or contemplated, l)y eitner government.

Not so, however, with the people of the two nations. In England
the account of Captain Bingham was generally believed, and it

served to increase a dislike ”l(l[ was so lmlu concealed as to attract
ceneral comment. In

America there were two parties, one of which
as blindly defended, perhaps, as the other blindly condemned their
own officer. A strong feeling existed in the towns, and among a
certain portion of the rural population, in favour of what was called
the English cause, as the struggles of Great Britain were connected
with the general war, and party feeling had blinded so many to the
truth, that the cofintry had a great number of persons who, without
stopping to examine into facts, were disposed to believe their own
government and all its agents wrong, whenever they came at all in
collision with that of England. This portion of the community,
influenced by the remains of colonial dependence, fostered by the
prejudices and influence of English merchants settled in the towns,
and strengthened by the acrimony of party, was bitter in its denun-
ciations against C ommodore ud{_v( rs; and it may be doubted if that
officer ever regained, in the public estimation, the standing that was
lost by means so equivocal. They who judge of military life me rely
by its brilliancy and parade, in moments of display, know little of
the privations of the soldier and sailor. Obliged to live under laws
that are peculiar to himself, weighed down with a responsibility that
makes no show to casual observers, and placed in situations to decide
and act in cases in which the principles are coutested even by the
most acute minds, the officer of rank is entitled to receive every in-
dulgence which comports with justice and reason. Most of all ought
he to be protected against the calumnies and assaultsofthe enemy, and

of the disaffected of his own nation. That his country’s enemies

should assail him wrongfully, though unjustifiable, is perhaps to be
expected; but when the blow comes from those who should ever

listen ml(llv to hostile accusations, bitter indeed is the draught that
he is made to swallow.

In the case of Commodore Rodgers, much sophistry, in addition

to some arguments that were not without their force, was used to
show that he was wrong in chasing the Little Belt, and ,in not ans-
wering her hail, instead ofinsisting on receiving a reply to his own.
As the case is connected with general principles that are in constant
use in the intercourse between vessels, it may be

useful to give them
a brief examination.

I'hose who condemned Commodore Rodgers, insisted that it was
the duty of a neutral not to chase a belligerent, but to submit to be
chased by her; and, as a neutral could have no inducement to con-
ceal her name, he was bound to make a prompt answer when hailed
by the Little Belt, the latter being a belligerent.  These two positions
were supported by quotations from some of the writers on interna-

tional law, who have laid down opinions to this effect.
VOL. II. 2
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The laws of nations are m(-r(-ly a set ()frules that th(‘ grown out
of necessity, and which, like the common law, are founded in reason.
The received commentators on this code, while they have confined
themselves to principles, have been remarkable for their knowledge,
and the justice of their deductions; but, in many cases in which th( 'y
have descended to details, they betray the ignorance which distin-

guishes the mere man of theory, from him who has been taucht in
the school of practice. Without the right to clum‘, a vessel of war
would be perfectly aseless in a time ()fp( ace, and pirates, smugglers,

and even those vessels which, lw being subject to thq-

mutineers,
laws of the same country, are properly amenable to the supervision

of a man-of-war, would escape by steering in a direction different
from that of the cruiser. No military duty, whatever, could be
discharged at sea, without the right to chase; noris it nsudl among
seamen, to consider the mere act of chasing an act of hostility. Ves-
sels chase each other, even when the object is to ask succour, nor is
it possible to deliver despatches, to communicate news, to ask for
information, or to do any thing which requires that ships should be

ar each other, without chasing, when one of the parties sees fit to

steer in a wrong direction.
Neither is the right to hail a purely belligerent right, since, like the

right to chase, it is clearly a step in communicating, after vessels are
near enough to speak. Ifa hail necessarily brought a true answer,
there would be more reason in bestowing the right on belligerents

though even in that case, it would be easy to cite instances in which
it would be useless. There may be many wars at the same time,
and belligerents that are neutrals as respects each other might meet

on the high seas, and if both parties stood on their abstract right to
Belligerents are ])mpul_v in-

hail, a cmnlmt would be inevitable.
vested with no exclusive privileges that are not in their nature rea-
sonable, and which bring with them direct and useful consequences.
Thus the right to hail, without a right to insist on a true answer, is
a perfectly negative privilege, and it will not be pretended that ships

So far

will not answer as they may see e \pmlwnt at the moment.
from the answer to a hail’s bringing with it any necessary advantage

to the party hailing, in time of war it is often the means of pld(‘lﬂ{r
the latter in a worse situation than he would be without resorting to
the Rail at all. Such was the fact in the case of the Philadelphia
when destroyed, the people of that ship having been lulled into a
fatal security by the answer received to their hail. In short, as the
right to hail brings with it no necessary advantage, it is folly to
attribute it to any party as an. exclusive privilege. Vesscls of war
must ascertain which are enemies, and which are neutrals, in the
best manner they can, as civil officers are compelled to look out the
individuals they wonld arrest in society, being certain that both foes
and debtors will deceive those who seek them, Jif there is a motive and

an opportunity.
course is by no

But the vindication of Commodore Rodgers’
means limited to this argcument. He was cruising on his own coast,
where it was the particular province of a vessel of war to exercise
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Vl"ll(ll](‘(‘, dnd pdrn('ulurly to l)(, on tlw alert, lest the belligerents
themselves excecded their powers. Neutrals are by no means des-
titute of rights of this important, nature. It was known that the
English cruisers were in the practice of seizing American vessels on
pretences that were not recognised by inte ln.mmm} law, and of even
unpressing seamen under a regulation that was purely municipal,
and which, so far from being in accordance with the laws of nations,
was not only opposed to them, but which was a direct violation of
national rights, of common sense, reason, and natural justice. This
was not all; in executing this municipal law on the high seas, they
even exceeded the hnnls ‘acknowledged by themselves, and were in
the constant practice of carrying off Americ ans, and seamen of other
nations, from American ships, as well as the subjects of the British
crown. As it is clearly the general duty of the commander of an
American vessel of war,to prevent the violation of the laws of nations,
whenever itis in his pgWer, unless expressly ordered by his own
government not to interfere, it was more particularly the duty of such
a commander to be vigilant, and to prevent these abuses on his own
coast. No English vessel of war would hesitate an instant, in pre
venting impressment from a merchant ship of his nation, nor should
any American. The American commander of a public ship, who
should passively witness an impressment from a merchant vessel of
his own nation, unless restrained by his orders, would deserve to be
cashiered. As connected solely with public law and general justice,
there can be no question that the commander of a vessel of war, who
knew that a countryman had been impressed by a ship of another
nation, would have a perfect right to pursue that ship, and, at need
to libcrate the man by force. That high considerations of poficy
have hitherto prevented the American. government from issuing
orders to that effect, or have induced it to issue orders of a contrary
nature, in no degree impairs a right which is connected with one of
the principal objects for which vessels of war are kept afloat, the
protection of the person and property of the citizen, when beyond
the reach of local authority. How far Commodore Rodgers was
authorised to act in this manner, by his own government, or whether
he was prohibited from interfering at all on motives of policy, does
not appear; but we are bound to believe that every officer is disposed
to do his whole duty. As the subject is connected with the causes
of quarrel which, shortly after the rencontre between the President
and Little Belt, produced a war between the two countries, this may
be a proper place to make a further allusion to the occurrences and
claims that brought about that iinportant event.

From the period of the commencement of the general warin Europe,
the American commerce had been exposed to a series of decrees
orders in council, blockades, and constructions of belligerent rights
that were entirely novel, both in principles and practice, and which,
in the end, rested on a justification no better than a determination to
retaliate for the wrongs done to neutrals through the hostile nation,
py punishing the sufferer. It is unnecessary to add, that Great
Britain and France were the nations that pursued this bigh-handed
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and illegal policy, unduly suhlectmc all the rest of (‘hrntendom to
the consequences of their quarrels. In this strife in injustice, there
was not any essential difference in the conduct of the two great
belligerents, so far as principle was concerned, though England was
enabled to do America much the most harm, in consequence of her
superior power on the ocean.

T'o the wrongs inflicted on the American commerce, by means of
her illegal blo(,k'n]cs and forced constructions of colonial privileges,
hu«rl.nui however,added the intolerable outrage of impressment from
on b(mrd American vessels on the high seas.

The government of England ('Lum» a right, by prescription, to
require the services of all its own seamen, as well as those of all
xuh]u‘h who may be deemed vagabonds, for the royal navy, in a

Some exceptions are made in favour of apprentices

time of war.
and others, either by statutes or by concessions from the administra-

tion, but these do not impair the principle. That communities have
a lezal right to make any regulations of this nature is not disputed

{ ﬂ"'. )
though in exercising privileges that the usages of mankind tolerate,
othing is easier than to offend against natural justice and the laws of

God. It is evident, in the first place, that a law or
compels a particular portion of society to serve on board slnps for
an unlimited period, without reciprocity as regards their fellow-
subjects, and for a compensation determined by the state, 1s founded
in injustice. England may find her justification for the practice in
her necessities, perhaps, though necessity is but a poor apology for
any moral wrong, but it cannot be se rlmhlv contended that she has a
richt to make another people an accessary, directly or indirectly, to
thewoppression.  In considering the pure lv legal question, this moral
consideration should never be lost sight of.

Admitting, in the fullest extent, the right of a nation to impress its
own citizens or sﬂm cts, it is, in no manner, a belligerent right.  The
fact that it claims no power to exercise the practice in a time of

loes not give the latter, in the least, the character of a belli-
since all belligerent rights are deduacible from interna-
whereas the authority to impress is derived solely from
‘hich the practice exists. ThatfEngland exer-
’m'ss only in a time of war, 18 dependent on her

a usage, which

peace, («
gerent right,
tional law,

the government in w
cises the power to im )
own will, whereas a belligerent right would be altogether indepen

dent of local control. It is just as competent for the parliament of

. Great Britain to say it will impress in a time of peace, asitis to
permit impressment in time of war, or for it to except certain classes
from the operation ofthe practice. The king of England, according
to the theory of the British constitution, makes war, and it is the
king who requires the services of this particular class of his subjects
and if he thus requires them under the law of nations, the parlia-
ment has no power to curtail his authority. In passing a law to
exempt any portion of the community from impressment, the English
; . e

government itself admits that the authority to impress, is derived

from municipal, and not from international law.
conferred by the usages of nations, in connexion with this practice

The only privilege
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is tlu- pmnnsxmn for eac h country to muke its own municipal regu-
lations ; and in granting to England the right to impress her own
seamen, they also grant to America the right to say that no impress-
ment shall take place under the American flag.
The fact, however, that impressment is a local and not a general
right, is independent of all ex parte admissions, or narrow regula-
tions. 'There must be an entire reciprocity, in the nature of things,
in all international law ; and no country that in the least defers to
nalumlJan e, can devote a particular (‘I.l\s of its pe ()pl(' to a com-
pulsory service in vessels of war. It follows as nccessary conse-
quences, that the monstrous doctrine must be asserted, that one
nation shall not respect natural justice in its laws, because it is not
convenient for all other nations to imitate it; that reciprocity is not
necessary to international law; or that impressment is strictly a
national and not an international regulation. For a particular
people to pretend to legislate on, or to qlmhlv, in any manner, a
richt derived from the laws of nations, is an insult to the community
of nations, since 1t is arrogating to themselves a power to control tll.ll
whichis only dependent on common -consent.

If it be admitted that the right to impress is solely a municipal
power, it follows inevitably that it cannot legally be practised on the
high seas, 6n board of vessels of a nation different from that of the
party claiming to exercise the authority.

No principle is better
settled than that which declares

a ship, for all the purposes of mu-
nicipal law, to be solely within the jurisdiction of her own flag, while
cut of all territorial |u||~(lu tion. England nnuhltht as legally claim
to arrest persons for tre: 1Son, p().l(‘lllll'_“, or crime of any sort, on board

American vessels on the ln;_rh seas, as to claim a right to impress even
her own scamen. Both cases would be an attempt to extend the
jurisdiction of one people over the authority of another.

Although, as a general rule, impressment and the seizure of crim-
inals on board American vessels on the high seas, would be an equal
violation of public and municipal law, as a particular grievance the
former practice would give more just ground of complaint than the
latter.  T'he arrest nf‘u'ximinul merely invades the jurisdiction and
offends the sovereignty of v people, while impressment ioflicts a
serious practical evil, h\ de ]n iving ships of their crews, at a moment
when they have the greatest nee d of them. Did England actu: lly
POSSeSS the right to take her seamen on the high secas, Americ: 1, under
those great principles that pervade all law, w hvlh( 'r [ml)lu or private,
would have a claim to insist that this right should be exercised in a
way to do her the least |m~~|l»]< injury. '

Suchi are the general principles that touch the case.  An examin-
ation of the subordinate facts leaves England still less justification
for the |n"u'ti«-v she asserts.  In the first place, that country contends
that America gives employment to a large number of British subjects

in her mereantile and her public marine.

This i1s true; but Eng-
land does the

same as respects all other nations. During the gen-
eral wars, the merchant vessels of Great Britain receive seamen from
all parts of the world, and probably one half of those thus employed
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I\()t ()nly are u)luntcers ot u]l

are foreigners, Americans mdud« d
nations received in her ships of war, but frequently men are im-

pressed who have not the smallest personal, or national, similitude
It is true, that England never asserted a right

to English subjects.
to take any but her own s'ul)ivcts', on the high seas or elsewhere, but

it is cqually true, that, in exercising the rllrht she d.mns her agents
have impressed tlmumu(ls of native Americans.* The excuse
for taking“these men, was the difficulty of distinguishing between an
English and an American sailor, by mere exte rnal evidence. This
dlﬂlullt\ of itself, is an additional reason why England should hesi.
tate ulmut resorting to the practice, even mlnntlmtr the right to exist,
since it is a governing principle which qualifies the exercise of every
right, that it is not to be used affirmatively, to the prejudice of third
parties.

Thag England may need the services of her seamen, in no manner

i \lcr to violate neutral privileges to obtain them. Such a doc-

entitles
trine would authorise a belligerent nation, in its extre mity, to rob the

treasury of a ncu[r.ll, in (mlc-r to pay its troops. The attempt which

has been miade, in conne (km with this subject, to liken the necessities
of states to thc necessities, of individuals, involves a violation of all
prin('ipl(' There 1s nuJusi similitude between the cases. The man
who is starving, probably commits no mgral crime, when, after hay-
ing exhausged all the legaul means of procuring nourishment that are
n llh power, he takes food that does nét be l(mwr to him, since in all
respects he yi€lds to an imperious natural necessity ; Imt the nation
that urges such an excuse for its violations of neutral and legal rights,
is merely upholding artificial interests, and those too th: 1t are often
unjust in themse I\(w by artificial expe (ln nts. _But, even admitting
the validity of this argument, it does not affect the rights of this
country to resist the expedients of this necessity.  We may nofcen-
sure the drowning man who fastens upon our legs, but no one will
dispute out right to shake him off.
l,\|wdu ncy has no necessary connexion with right; but if the
necessities of l,n"l and are to be used as an argument in t(nnur of her
doctrine of nn]n( ssment, so may nec <~~~|rv hv used mrnnxt 1t on the

The firstis a country with an ove rflowing popu

part of America
lation, among w lYmn men are driven to obtain livelihoods in the best

Thus, in time of peace, the excess of seamen, in
them abroad to seck employment, and they have

v\s a

manner they cah.

Great Britain, drives
the effect to keep the American on shore, by lowering prices

consequence, a large portion of the men in American ships are Eng

lish saors, who,-under the doetrine of England, are all lable to be

reclaimed for the service of that country, in a time of war. This

system s e wide ntly rengdering the American mercantile marine a
®
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nursery Inr English seamen, (m(l converting a legitimate means of
national fore e, into a scheme for destroying it.*
Phe principles

that control this interest, are of a very simple char-
uut r.

Each nation has a right to make its own lnumu]ml ordi-
nances, and the country that claiins the services of its seamen, is
bound to extend its regulations so far as to keep that class of its sub-
jects within its own jurisdiction, or to incur the risk of having its
clain defeated, by the conflicting rights of other states.

CHAPTER IIL

Eveuts just preceding the war—Constitution at Portsmouth—at Cherbourg, &c—State of

the navy in 1812—NMarine Corps—Policy of the government in reference to the navy in
the event of war—Feeling of the country on the subject.
I't has been seen that no consequences, beyond an increased alien-
ation between the two countries, followed the rencontre between the
President and Little Belt.  Although the American navy could not
exult in a victory over a force as inferior as that of the English vessel
it did not fail to make comparisons between the effect of the fire of
theirown frigate, and that of the Leopard, in the attack on the Ches-
apeake. In both cases the water was sufficiently smooth, and the
trifling resistance made by the Little Belt, was so much against the
chances of the President, as the C hv\.llw'xlu- made no resistance ft
all.  Close observers noted the important fact, that the English ship,
in twelve minutes’ unresisted firing, killed and wounded but twenty-
one persons among a frigate’s ship-company, while the American
vessel, in a firing of but six or eight minutes, had killed and wounded
tlml\-mn- on board a sloop of war.t

Not long after the meeting between the President and Little Belt,

the United States 41, bearing the broad pennant of Commodore De-

catur, fell in with lhv Eurydice and Atalanta, British ships, off New
Y ml\, and, while the commanders were hailing, one of the secamen
of the former vessel, in carelessly handling the Lnn(nd of his lock,
fired a eun.i The reader will learn in this fact, the high state of
preparation that then prevailed in an American m.m-nf-w:lr, the lock
havingbeen cocked, and every thing in perfect readiness to commence
an action, at a moment’s notice. Happily both parties were cool

'Th.- actual state of things places England still more in the wrong, as regards her pre-
tension. It is a matter of notoriety thett the legal authorities of that country export fam-
ilies of paupers to this he lnl‘i[b]\“l(‘ iNorder to be relieved from them.

also encouraces emigration.
driven away

The covernment
To sct up the claim of allegiance against families thus
, 1o be saddled on other nations, is an outrage on common sense.

t In consequence of the President's forging ahead, her forward guns were not all fired
the second time.

$ This was the excuse of the man. Commodore Decatur believed that the gun was
fired intentionally by its captain. with a view to bring on an engagement. So strong was
the feeling among the seamen of the day, that such an occurrence is highily probuable.

|
|
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and discreet, and proper explanations having been made, the Eng
lish commander was entirely satisfied that no insult, or assault was

intended.
During the remainder of the year 1811, and the commencement

of that of 1812, the pyblic ships were kept actively cruising on the
coast, as before, or they were employed in communicating with the
different diplomatic agents in Europe.

About this time, the Constitution 44, Captain Hull, was sent to
Europe, having on board specie for the payment of the interest on
the debt due in Holland. After touching at Cherbourg, the Con-
stitution went oft the Texel, and landing her money, though not
without great difficulty, in consequence of the roughness of the
weather, and the great distrust of those on shore, who were closely
blockaded by the English, she proceeded to Portsmouth, where she
remained a few days, in order to communicate with the legation at
London.

Having despatched his business in England, Captain Hull sailed
for France. The day succeeding the night on which the Constitu-
tion left Portsmouth, several sail of English men-of-war were seen
ficulty about deserters while
he American ship that the

in chase, and as there had been some ¢
in port,* it was the impression on hoar

* While lying at anchor in the roads, a man let hishself into the water, and swam with

the tide to the Madagascar frizate, which was lying directly astern of the Constitution.
The deserter was too much exhausted when first taken up, to state his object, and the
Madacvascar sent a boat to acquaint the officers of the Constitution that one of their men
had fallen overboard, and had been picked up by that ship.  Accordingly, a cutter was
sent in the morning to procure the man. when the officer was told that he had claimed
protection as an Englishman, and that he had been sent on board the guard-ship. Cap-
tain Hull was not on board at the time, and Mr. Morris, the first licutenant, sought an
interview with Bir Roger Curtis, the admiral then in command at Portsmouth. Mr.
Morris was very politely received, and he stated his errand. The admiral informed him,
that it was not in his power to give up a deserter who claimed to be a British subject.
‘*“ Have you any evidence, Sir Roger, beyond the man’s own word, that he is actually an
Englishman?’’ ““None whatever, sir, but we are obliged to take his declaration to that
effect.”  Nothing remained for the American officer but to return on board his own ship.

That night extra sentinels were posted, with positive orders to fire at any thing that
might be seen floating near the ship. About midnight two or three muskets were dis
charged, and, on inquiry, it was found that there was a man in the water close along-
side. A boat was lowered, and it brought on board a seaman of the Madagascar, who
had contrived to buoy himselt up by means of some shells of blocks, and, profiting by a
turn in the tide, to drift down upon the Constitution. This man was asked what coun-
tryman he was, and he answered, in a strong Irish accent, “ an American, your honour.’
He was sent below, with orders to take ggod care of him.

The next day the deserter wasinquired after, and it was intimated that as he said he
was an American, he could not be given up. Itisbelieved, however, that no formal de-
mand was made for the man, though it was rumoured on shore that there would be

trouble when the Constitution attempted to go to sea, as it was known she was about to
do that night. Inthe course of the day two frigates came and anchored near her, when

disliking his berth, the American commanding ofticer got underway, and droppedout
about a mile farther to seaward. So close were the British ships at the time, that the
pilot expressed his apprehensions of getting foul of one of them, and he was told to g»
toul, if he could do uo better. By careful handling, however, the ship went clear.

A frigate followed the Constitation to her new auchorage. About 8 o'clock, Captain

Hull, who was now on board, ordered the ship cleared for action.  The lanterns were
It is not easy to

lighted, fore and aft, and the people went to quagters, by beat of drum.

yortray the enthusiasm that existed in this noble ship, every officer and man on board

{n'liw\'ilrr that the aftair of the Chesapeake was about to be repeated, so far, at least, as
The manner in which the people took hold of the zun-

the assanlt was concerned.
tackles hasbeen described as il they were about to jerk the guns through the ship'ssides.

An ofticer who was passing throuczh the butteries, observed to the men, that if there was
an occasion to fight, 1t would be in their quarrel, and that he expeceted good service from

1812.]
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vessels were sent in pursuit. 'l'hv Constitution outsailed «l” thc
strangers but one, a frigate that weathered upon her. After leading
this ship a long distance ahead of the others, Captain Hull hove to,
beat to quarters, and waited to know her object.
to be amicable.

Before quitting Cherbourg, off which place English cruisers were
constantly hovering, it had been agreed that the Constitution, on her
return, should show a particular signal, in order that the French
batteries might not mistake her for a cruiser of the ene myv. On
reaching thv entrance of the port, one of the English vessels kept
close to the American frigate, while the latter was turning up into
the roads, with a fresh breeze, and in thick weathew Unfortunately,
some strong objections existed to making the signal, and the batteries
fired a gun. The shot struck the Constitution in the bends. It was
soon followed by a second that flew between the masts. A third
passed through the hammocks stowed in the waist, and stove one of
the boats. The steadiness of the frizate now induced the French to
pause, and an opportunity offering soon after to show the signal, the
firing ceased. The English slnp bore up, as soon as the l).nt(?ry
opened.*

The Hornet 18, Captain Lawr&nce, followed the Constitution to
Europe, and the Wasp the Hornet. Inthis manner did the autumn
of 1811, and the spring of 1812 pass, ship succeeding ship, with the
despatches and diplomatic communications that so soon after ter-
minated in the war with England. As we are now approaching the
most important period in the history of the American navy,
be well to take a short review of its actual condition.

Between the reduction in 1801, and the commencement of 1812,
a period of eleven eventful years, during which the nation was
scarcely a day without suffering violations of its neutral richts, not a
sinale frigate had been added to the navy! The shipsof the line
authorised in 1799 were entirely llmndmml, and notwithstanding the
critical relations of the ¢ nuntn, the experience of the past, and so
many years of commercial prospe rltv the navy, in some re spects,
was in a worse situation than after the sale of the ships in 1S01. of
the thirteen frigates retained at that time, the Philadelphia 38, had
been taken and destroyed, and the New York 36, General Greene
28, and Boston 28, had gone to de cay, without repairs. Thus, in

It fortunately proved

1t may

them. ‘Let the quarter-deck look out for the colours,”

was the answer, “and we will
look out for the guns.”

In short, it was uot possible for a ship’s company to be in a bet-
ter humour to defend the honour of the flag, when the drum beat the retreat

boatswain piped the people to the capstan-bar. The ship lifted her anchor, and stood
over towards Cherbourg, however, without being followed. There is no doubt that the
pradence of Sir Roger Curtis alone prevented an engagement of some sort or other, on
this occasion.  That officer probably felt, as many of the older officers of the British ser-

vice are understood to have felt, the injustice of the English system, particularly as it
was practised towards America.

and the

One of those singular cases of death, issaid to have occurred on board ({11' Constitu-
tion. on this occasion, that sometimes follow injuries inflicted by cannon-shot. A mid-
shipman was passing along the ship’s waist, at the moment the shot that stove the boat
entered, and he fell. He was taken up, carried below, and in a day or two died, though

no external hurt was visible.  1tis supposed that the shot must have produced the death,
wough in what munner is unknown.
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point of fact, llmmll twe ]u, \ln|)~ ()l Yllls class appear on thc list of
the day, but nine actus ally existe d, for any practical purposes. The
various vessels of inferior force, that have been alres 1dy mentioned in
this work, as constructed under difterent laws, had been added to the
navy, while two or three temporarily taken into the service were
already sold. A few small schgoners had been purchased. “Navy
yards ‘had been established at Philadelphia, New York, Bos ston,
Washington, Gosport, and Portsmouth, though they were still in
thely infancy, and very incomplete.  One hundred and seventy gun-
boat§ had also been built, and were distributed in the different ports
of the ¢ ountry.

While the navy on the whole, the gun-boats excepted, had rather
lost than gained in plnm al force, since the reduction of 1801, it had
improved immeasurably in discipline, tone, and in an esprit de corps,
The little that had been lost, in these respects, through the service in
gun-boats, was more than regained by the effect produced by the
attack on the Chesapeake, and the constant state of excitement that
prevailed with regard to English aggressions, during the few preced-
ing years. The l|>t~ 1)f(':1pm|n>, masters- u)mm.m(l wnt, and lieuten-
ants were small, but filled with men trained to obediende, and con-
swluvntl\', qualified to command. Itis true, but one of the officers
of the Revolution remained, who was at the head ()flh(- service; and
he was nearly supe rannuated by years and infirmities ; but those to
whom they had imparted their tr: uhrmns and spirit lnu] succeeded
them. Commodore Samuel Nicholson, whose name first appeared
in our pages, in 1776, as commander of the Dolphin 10, died at the
head of the service at the close of the year 1811. The celebrated
Preble had preceded him several years to the grave, and Gommodore
Murray alone remained of those officers who might be said to have
belonged to the old school.*  Still, the new school was in no respect

* Edward Preble was born in August, 1761, at Portland, in the present s\'lnlv, then
of Maine. His direct ancestor, Abraham Preble, livedin the colonies as early
as 1637, at least, and his father, Jedediah Preble, died gt Portland in 1784, having held
the rank of Brigadier General in the militia of the Revolution. Young Preble went

arly to sea and is said to have served as a midshipman, in the Massachusetts state ship
‘aptain Williams, in her hard-fought action with the Dutt. He appears sub-
sequently on board the Winthrop. Captain Little, a cruiser in the service of the same
state, as her first licutenant.  In this capacity, he boarded and carried, in the Penobscot,
a strong letter of marque, an exploit that, inits day, was thought to be little inferior to the
capture of the Philadelphia. At the peace of 1783, Mr. Preble, who was then but
twenty-two, was compelled to retire to private life, though he carried with him a reputa.
During the twelve or fourteen years that succecded, Mr.

province,

l’l'n!'*(‘lnr, (

tion that was not forgotten
Preble was employed in command of merchant vessels, increasing his nautical experi-
ence, and improving his private circnmstances.  He also married.

When the present navy was established, Mr. Preble entered it as one of the senior lieu.
tenants. He is believed to have been the first of the 1st licutenants ordered to the Con-
stitution 44; and as the principleavas laid down, that the oflicers of the frigates first bult,
ehould have relative rank agreeably to the seniority of their eaptains, this would have
made Mr. Preble the second licutenant in the navy.  He did not remain long inthe Con-
stitution, however, his name appearing as early as 1792, in command of the Pickering 14,
The commission of licutenant commandant, isknown to have been issned daring the war
with France, and Mr. Preble’s name standing in the reports of the day as a licatenant

commandant Le is believed to have held it. - On the 15th of May, 1799, Mr. Preble was
raised to the rank of captain, without hiaving passed by that of master-cqgmandant.  He
was shortly after appointed to the Essex 32, of which ghip he was the Tirst communder.
While in the Essex, he eruised as tar as the East Indies, returning home about the time

peace wasrestored.  No opportunity occurred for Captain Preble to distinguish bimself
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inferior ; and in some l)(llll(‘llldr\ it was greatly the superior of that
which had gone before it. The vessels, generally, were good ships
of their respective, classes, and the officers, as a body, wereevery way
worthy to take charge 01 them. « Several of those who had been
retained as mids lupm(,n, after the war with France, were already
commanders, and the vessels beneath the rate of frigates, with one
exception, were commanded by gentlemen of this description. The
exception was in the case of the Wasp 18, on board which ship was
Captain Jones; who had been the youngest of the lieutenants retain-
edan 1801, and who was now ne: uly the oldest master-commandant.
He had joined the service, however, as a midshipman.

If the naval armaments made by the country, under the prospect
of a war with Great Britain, are to be regarded with the eyes of pru-
dence, little more can be said, than to express astonishment at the
political infatuation which permitted the day of preparation to pass
unheeded. Still a little was done, and that little it is our duty to
record.

Early in 1809, the marine corps was augmented by an addition of
near 700 men, wlnch probably-put this i important branch of the navy,
on a footing (qlml to the rest of the service, as it then existed ; the
entire corps containing about 1300 men when full.  On. the 30th of
\ March, 1812, or less than three mouths previously to the war with
England, Congress authorised the President to cause three addi-
tional frigates to be put in service, and the sum of £200,000 annually
was gppropriated for the purchase of timber to rebuild the three
frigates that bad been permitted to decay, and the one that had been
captured.

When the amount of these appropriations is considered, the con-
clusion would seem inevitable, that the government did not at all
anticipate hostilities, were it not for the more ample preparations that
were making on land, and the large sums that had been expended
on gun-boats. It is not improbable, therefore, that those to whom
the direction of affairs was confided, believed the naval force of the
cotuntry too insignificant, and that nt Great Britain too overwhelm-

in this war. In 1803, Captain Preble hoisted his broad pennant on board the Constitu-
tion, as commander of the Mediterranean squadron. Hisservices in that important sta-
tion, are already related inthe body of the work.

Commodore Preble suffered much from ill health, and after his return home, he was
employed in the command of a navy yard. He died August the 25th, 1807.

The name of Preble will always be associated with the re putation of the American
navy. He was the first officer who ever commanded a series of active military opera-
tions, in squadron, against an enemy, unless the irrezular and anomalous cruise of Paul
Jones entitled him to that distinction ; none of the other commands, during the two pre-
vious wars, partaking exactly of thischaracter. In addition to this advantage, Commo-
dore Preble had high professional qualitics. Although, personally, far from being a
favourite with those under his orders, he possessed the perfect respect, and entire obedi-
ence of his subordinates. His discipline was high-toned, and his notions of the duties of
an interior, were of the most rigid kind.  On one occasion, he is known to have sternly
rebuked ap officer for covering and protecting a bombard against an attempt to cut her
of, bec mi- it was done without a signal rrom the flag-ship. He was, however, gener-
ous and liberal in his appreciation of merit, and quite ready to do justice to all who de-
served his commendations.  As he died at the early age of 45, the country lost many
years of service that it had expected ; and Commodore Preble himself, in all probability,

much renown that one of his character would have been likely to gain in the war that
succeeded.
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-

ing, to render any serious cﬂmt- to create a marine, at th it Lm- lmlu

expedient. A comparison of the naval forces of Great Britain .m(l
the United States, with their respective conditions, will render this
idea plausible, although it may not fully justify it, as a measure of
policy.

In 1812, the navy of Great Britain nominally contained a thou-
sand and \l\ly sail, ‘of which between seven and e ight handred were
efficient cruising vessels. France had no fleets to occupy this great
marine, Spain was detached from the alliance against England, the
north ot Europe no longer required a force to watch it, and Great
Britain might direct at once, towards the American (/()‘la!, as many
ships as the nature of the war could possibly demand.

As opposed to this unexampled naval power, America had on her
list the following vessels, exclusively of gun-boats, viz :

Constitution 44, John Adams 28,
President 44, Wasp 18,
United States 44, Hornet 18,
Congress 38, Argus 16,
Constellation 383, Siren 16,
Chesapeake 38, Oneida 16,
New York 36, Vixen 14,
Essex 32, Nautilus 14,
Adams 28, Enterprise 14,
Boston 28, Viper 12.

Of these vessels, the New York 36, aird Boston 28, were unsea-
worthy, and the Oneida 16, was on Lake Ontario. The remainder
were efficient for their rates, though the Adams required extensive
repairs before she could be sent to sea. It follows that America was
about to engage in a war with much the greatest maritime power
that the world ever saw, possessing herself but seventeen cruising
vessels on the ocean, of which nine were of a class less than frigates.
At this time the merchant vessels of the United States were spread
over the face of the entire earth.  No other instance can be found of
so great a stake in shipping with a protection so utterly inadequate.

If any evidence were wanting to show how much facts precede
opinion in America, it would be .un|)|_\ furnished in this simple state-
ment. Throughout the whole of the events we havé'been required
to record, we have seen that the navy has foHowed the exigencies
of the state, or the absolute demands of necessity, instead of having
been created, fostered, and extesfled, as the cheapest, most efficient,
and least onerous means of defence, that a nation so situated could
prnvhlv.

[n addition to her vast superiority in ships, Great Britain possessed
her islands in the West Indies, Bermuda, and Halifax, as ports for
refitting, and places of refuge for prizes, while, on the part of \ier-
ica, though there were numerous ports, all were liable to he bloekad-
ed the moment an enemy might choose to senda force of two line-
of-hattle ships and one fricate to any given point; for itis not to he

concealed that three two-decked ~||||>~ could have driven the whole
of the public cruising marine of America before them, at the time of

.8
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*lltlll was tho c()ndm()n of a great maritime
people, on the eve of a serigus war, and in defiance of ‘the experience
of a struggle, in whichthe men in power had been prominent actors !

There can be but one manner of accounting for this ('xtmm'dinury
state of things, that already mentioned of the belief of the impossi-
bility of keeping vessels at sea, in face of the overwhelming force of
Great Britain. It isin corroboration of this opinion, that a project is
said to have been entertained by the cabinet of laying up all the ves-
sels in ordinary, with a view to prevent them from falling into the
hands of the enemy. This step would have been a death-blow to
the navy, for the people would have been perfectly justifiable in refus-
ing to support a marine, that was intended solely for peace. It is
affirmed that this resolution was only prevented by the interference
of two officers of the service, who happened to be at the s
ernment when the subject was under discussion.
are sald to have made ¢

which we are writing.

at of gov-
These gcml( men*
1 vigorous written remonstrance against the
scheme, and by means of their representations to have induced the
cabinet to change its policy.

Under ()ulm.nv circumstances the intention just staied, would
have been indicative of great feebleness of action, and of a narrow-
ness of views, that was entirely unsuited to the characters of states-
men. But the circumstances were extraordinary. -Not only was the
marine of Great Britain much the most powe rful of any in the wor Id,
but it was more powerful than those of all the rest of Christe nd()m
united. In addition to its actual physical force, it had created for
itself a moral auxiliary that was scarcely less available in practice
than its guns and men. The reputation of invincibility was very
generally attached to an English man-of-war, and ])(lh(l])s no peo-
pl(' gave England more ample credit for every species of superiority,
wlether physical or moral, that she claimed for herself, than those
of the United States of \lm rica.  The success of the British navy
was lndh‘pllmmv, and as few Americans then read books, or journals
in foreign tongues, while scarcely a newspaper appeared without its
columns containing some tribute to British glory, it would not be easy
to portray the extent of the feeling, or the amount of the credulity
that generally existed on such subjects.

. That the officers of the navy shaquld, in a great degree, be superior
to this dependent feeling was naturd. 'They had enjoyed means of
comparison that were denied the bulk of their fellow-citizens, and

*Captains Bainbridge and Stewart. These two officers were shown orders to Com-
modore Rodgers not to quit New York, but to keep the vessels in port to form a part of
its harbour defence. They sought an interview with the Secretary, who was inflaenced
by their representations, and who procured for them an audience of the President. Mr.
Madison listened to the representations of the two captains, with attention, and observed
that the experience of the Revolution confirmed their opinions.  The cabinet was con-
vened, but it adhered to its former advice. Captains Bainbridge and Stewart. then ad-
dressed a strong letter to the President, who took on himself to change the plan. Ttis
said, that one or two of the cabinet acceded to this decision, on the ground that the <hips
would sbon be taken, and that the country would thus be rid of thq ccst of maintaining
them, and at more liberty o directits energies to the army. It is po more than just to
state, that Mr. Gallatin, the only survivor of that cabinet, asserts his utter ignorance of
any such plan.  Onthe other hand, there is good proof that such @ project did exist in
the Department, and of the interfgrence of the two officérs named.




42 NAVAL HISTORY. [1812.

the result had taught them more cdnfidence in themselves. 'llwy
knew that their ships were at least as good as those of England, that
they sailed as fast, were worked as well, and, in every essential on
which a seaman prides himself, that England could justly claim no
other superiority than that whic *h might be supposed to belong to her

greater experience in naval warfare. Against this odds, they were
willing to contend. Not so with the nation. I\mwnthstdn(lnm the
best dhp(mtmns on the part of a vast majority of the hn(‘nczm peo-
ple, the conviction was general thatan American vessel of war wou!d
contend against an l,nglhh vessel of war with very few chances of

success. After making every allowance for e quality in all the other
essentials, the great point of practice was against the former, and the
confidence produced by a thousand victories, it was believed, would
prove more available than zeal or courage.

It is not as easy to describe the fe (*lmg on the other side.
the young officers of the British navy it is pretty safe tosay that anotion
of overwhelming superiority was very generally prevalent,but among
the older men there were many who had studied the American
cruisers with observant eyes, and a few who still recollected the war
of the Revolution, when ill-equipped, uncoppered and half-manned
ships, had rendered victory dear, and, not unfrequently, defeat cer-
tain. The journals of Great Britain indulged in that coarse and im-
politic abuse, which had probably done more towards raising a hos-
tile feeling tlnuunh()ut Christendom against their nation, th.m any
political injustice, or political jealousies; and the few ships of the
American navy did not escape their sneers and misrepresentations.
One of the very last of the vessels they attempted to hold up to the
derision of Lumpv was the Constitution, a frigate that was termed
““ a bunch of pine boards,” sailing ‘‘ under a bit of striped bunting.”

As indecorous as was [l]la lun«rumw and as little worthy as it mwht
be to excite feeling, or comment, Aln( rica was too keenly nlno to
English opinion, to hear it with indifference, and the day was.at hand
when she exultingly threw back these terms of reproach, with taunts
and ridicule almost as unbecoming as the gibes that had provoked

Among

them.
There is little doubt that even the friends of the navy looked for-

ard to the conflict with distrust, while the English felt a confidence
that, of itself, was one step towards victory.

o
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CHAPTER 1V.

Woar declared against England— Vesse]s sail on a cruise—Chase of the Btlvidera 36 ;
and action with that ship—Cruise of Com. Rodgers—Constitution sails under Capt.
Hull—Her brilliant escape from an English squadron—Essex 32, Capt. Porter, sails on
a cruise—captures the Alert 15—Constitution captures the Guerriere—Eflect of the vic-
tory—Promotion of Lt. Morristo be a captain.

AvrusioN has begn made to the events which led to hostilities
between America and England, though they belong to the political
rather than to the naval history of llu' country. In the winter of
1812, a plot on the part of. I]n"lhh agents, to sever the American
Union, was revealed to the gdovernment; .md, at a later day, the de-
termination of the Lnghzh ministry to 'ullu'w to her orders in coun-
cil, was formally communicated to the President. At the same time,
thv claim to impress English seamen out of American ships on lhc
high seas, was maintained in theory, while in practice, the outrage
ras constantly extended to natives ; the boarding officers acting, in
effect, on the unjust and perfectly illegal principle, that the seaman
who failed to prove that he was an American, should be seized as an
Englishman. Owing to these united causes, Congress formally
declared war against the King of Great Britain, on the 18th of
June, 1812.
At the moment when this important intelligence was made public
nearly all of the little American marine were either in port, or were
cruising in the immediate vicinity of the coast. But a single ship,
the Wasp 18, Captain Jones, was on foreign service, and she was
on her return from Europe with despatches. It is, however, some
proof that the government expected nothing more from its navy than
a few isolated exploits, that could prm]uu* no great influence on the
main results of the coutest, that the force the country actually pos-
sessed was not collected, and ordered to act in a body, during the
short period thatit would possess the advantage of assailing the en-
emy, while the latter was ignorant of the existence of hostilities. A
squadron of three twenty-four-pounder frigates, of as many eighteen-
pounder vessels of the same class, and ()fm(rht or ten smaller cruisers,
all effective, well manned, and admirably officered, might have hcvn
assembled, with a due attention to preparation.. The enemy had
but one two-decker, an old 64, on the American coast ; and the force
Jnst mentioned was quite sufficient to have blockaded both Halifax
and Bermuda, for a month; or until the English received the intel-
ligence of the war, and had time to reinforce from the West Indies.
It has been said, that several hundred homeward-bound American
vessels were at sea, at that mommt and in the event of a few strag-
gling crutsers of the enemy’s makmw prizes on the coast, there w ould
lnw been no port at hand, into which they could have been sent,
and a large proportion w ould probably have been recaptured by the
American privateers that immediately covered the adjacent seas.
Had the British cruisers collected, as indeed the y did, under the im
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pression that some \uch polu,v wuuld l;(- pursued, it would have been
easy to destroy them, or at least to drive them into port, when the
same end would lmm been obtained in a different form.

But the declaration of war did not find the little marine of Ameri-
ca in a condition to act in this combined, intelligent, and military
manner. The vessels were scattered; some were undergoing
repairs, others were at a distance ; and with the exception of one
small squadron, every thing was virtually committed to the activity,
judgment, and enterprise of the different captains. In the port of
New York, were collected the President 44, Commodore Rodgers ;
Captain Porter; and Hornet 18, Captain Lawrence.

Lﬁ\(' (;
These \(-x\(lx‘ were ready to sail at an hour’s notice, except the
Essex, which ship was overhauling her n'mmg, and restowing her

hold. Commodore Rodgers had dl()l)l)(d into the bay, with the
President and Hornet, w here he was joined by the United States 44,
Commodore Decatur, Congress 38, Captain Smith, and Argus 16,
Lieutenant Commandant Sinclair, all of which vessels arrived from
the southward on the 21st of June.

Information had been received of the sailing of a large fleet of
Jamaica-men, under protection of a strong force ; and as these ves-
sels would naturally be sweeping along the American coast, in the
gulf stream, it was determined to make a dash at this convoy,—as
judicious a plan, under the circumstances, as could then have bee
adopted. Within an hour after he had received official information
of the declaration of war, together with his orders, Commodore
Rodgers was under way.

The squadron passed Sandy Hoolk on the afternoon of the 21st of
June, and ran off south-east. That night an American was spoken
that had seen the Jamaica ships, and sail was instantly crowded in
pursuit. On the 23d, however, at 6 A. M., a vessel was seen to tho
northward and (_’.ls[\V(u‘d, which was soon made out to be an enemy’s
frigate, and a general chase took place. The wind was fresh for the

greater part of the day, and the enemy standing before it, the Presi-
d(,nt, an uncommonly fast ship off the wind, soon crun(d, not only
on the stranger, but on the rest of the squadron. “About 4 P. M.,
she was within gun-shot of the chase, but the wind had unfortunately
fallen, and the American shipsbeing just out of port, and deep, their
greater comparative weight, under such circumstances, gave the en-
emy an advantage. P (rccnln‘rhulwry faint hopes of getting along-

side of the stranger, unless he could be crippled, Commodore Rodg-

ers determined now to open on him, with lnsclmsc guns. With this
view, that officer went forward, himself, to direct the cannonade, and
about half past 4, the forecastle gun was discharged. This was the
first hostile shot tucd afloat in the war of 1812, and the gun is un-
derstood to have been pointed by Commodore Rodgers in person.*

The shot struck the chase in the rudder-coat, and drove through the

stern frame into the gun-room. The next gun was fired from the

first division below, and was pointed and discharged by Mr. Gamble,

“Agall the guns, at that time, went with locks, it is also probable that he pulled the

lanyard.

1812.]

the seco
the my;
Commo
the chas
wounde
the gun
and the
deck w:
:1ir, Ibr(-z
that side
enemy t
been dri
was spit
deck, ki
shortly ¢
chase’s |
enemy ¢
board, a
ahead, v
resort, fi
Findi
(lvring h
dore Ro:
midnigh
Belvider
for the a
got into
declarati
wounded
of the [y
and amo,
stated at
accidents
h(’r Spar
received
The s
Jamaica-
from Am
Ist of J,
shells of (
that they
to the ‘;du
hopes we
reach the
was capt
reported {
under the
a brig. |
now used
ther infor
VOL. |




11812.

have been
when the

s of Ameri-
nd military
andergoing
ion of one
he activity,
the port of
e Rodgers;
Lawrence.
except the
stowing her
y, with the
d States 44,
d Argus 16,

arrived from

rge fleet of
as these ves-
coast, in the
convoy,—as
»n have been
information
Commodore

-f the 21st of
1 was spoken
y crowded 1n
as seen to the
ye an enemy’s
s fresh for the
, it, the Presi-
ined, not only
bout 4 P. M.,
unfortunately
wnd deep, their
5, gave the en-
‘getting along-
m()d(m- Rodg-
ns.  With this
annonade, and
This was the
the gun 1s un-
ers in person.
yve through the
fired from the
oy Mr. Gamble,

le that he pulled the

1812.] NAVAL HISTORY. 45

thc scu»nd lu 'utenant, \\]10 (onnn.un]vd th( l).m( ry. l he shot ~truck
the muzzle of one ofthe enemy’s stern chasers,swhich it damaged.
Commodore Rodgers fired the third shot, which struck the stern of
the chase, killed two men, badly wounded two more, and slightly
wounded a lieutenant and two others. Mr. Gamble again fired, when
the gun bursted. 'The shot flew broad off on the President’s bow,
and the explosion killed and wounded sixteen men. The forecastle
deck was blown up, and Commodore Rodgers was thrown into the
air, breaking a leg by the fall. The accident prevented the guns of
that side from lumu used for some time. The pause enabled the
enemy to open from four stern guns, otherwise he would have soon
been driven from the after part of his ship. The fire of the chase
was spirited-and good, one of his shot plunging on the President’s
deck, killing a midshipman, and one or two men.
shortly after began to yaw,

The President
with a view to cut away some of the
chase’s spars, and her fire soon compelled the latter to lighten. The
enemy cut away his anchors, stove his boats and threw them over-
board, and started fourteen tons of water. By these means he drew
ahead, when about 7 o’clock the President hauled up, and as a last
resort, fired three broadsides, most of the shot of which fell short.

Finding it impossible to get any nearer to the enemy, without ren-
dering his own ship inefficient for a cruise, by lightening, Commo-
dore len(x\ ordered the pursuit to be mmlly ulmnd(m(d
midnight. It was afterwards known, that the vessel chased was the
Belvidera 36, Captain Byron, who dese rvedly gained much credit
for the active manner in which he saved his ship. The Belvidera
got into Halifax a few days later, carrying with her the news of the
declaration of war. The President had twe nty-two men killed and
wounded on this occasion, sixteen of whom suffered by the bursting
of the gun. Among the former, was the midshipman mentioned ;
and among the latter, Mr. (-.nnl)lv The loss of the Belvidera was
stated at seven killed and wounded by shot, and several others by
accidents, Captain Byron included. She also suffered materially in
her spars, sails, and rigging; while the injuries of this nature,
received by the President, were not serious.

The squadron now hauled up to its course, in pursuit of the
Jamaica-men ; and, from time to time, intelligence was obtained
from American vessels, of the course the fleet was steering.  On the
1st of July, the pursuing ships fell in with large quantities of the
shells of cocoa-nuts, orange-peels, &c. &e., which gave an assurance
that they had .~nut|\thv wake of the Englishmen. This was a little
to the eastward of the Banks of Newfoundland, and the strongest
hopes were entertained of coming up with the fleet before it could
reach the channel.  On the 9th of July, an English letter of marque
was captured by the Hornet, Captain Lawrence, and her master
reported that he had seen the Jamaica vessels the previous evening,
under the convoy of a two-decked ship, a frigate, a sloop of war, and
a brigc.  He had counted eighty-five sail.  All possible means were
now used to force the sqlmdmn ahead, but without success, no fur-

ther information having been received of the fleet. 'The chase was
VOL. 1I. 3
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contmuml until the 13th, Wlll n, l)cm(r within a day’s run of the (‘hops
of the channel, Commodore Rodgers stood to the southward, passing
Madeira, aftd going into Boston by the way of the Western Islands
and the Grand B(ml\x

This cruise was singularly unfortunate, for such a moment,
although the ships were kept in the direct tracks of vessels in cross-
each time. Seven merchantmen were taken, how-

ing the ocean,
The squadron was absent

ever, and one American was recaptured.
on this service seventy days.

The report of the Belvidera induced the enemy to collect as many
of his vessels in squadron, as possible ; and a force consisting of the
Africa 64, Captain Bastard ; Shannon 38, Captain Broke ; Guer-
riere 38, Captain Dacres ; Belvidera 36, Captain Byron ; and Aolus
32, Captain Lord James Townsend, was soon united, in the hope of
falling in with Commodore Rodgers. Of this squadron, Captain
Broke, of the Shannon, was the senior officer. It appeared off New
York early in July, where it made several captures. The Nautilus
14, Lieutenant Commandant Crane, had arrived in the port of New
York, shortly after the squadron of Commodore Rodgers sailed ;
and this little brig went out, with an intention of cruising in the track
of the English Indiamen, at the unfortunate moment when Commo-
dore Broke appeared off' the coast. The Nautilus got to sea quite
early in .lulv, and fell in with the British squadron tlw nextday. A
short, but v igorous chase succeeded, in which Mr. Crane threw over-
board his lee-guns, and did all that a seaman could devise to escape,
but the Nautilus buried, while the frigates of the enemy were enabled
to carry every thing to .uh antage, .unl he struck to the Shannon.
The Nautilus was the first vessel of war taken on either side, in this
contest, and thus the service lost one of those cruisers, which had
become endeared to it, and identified with its history, in connexion
with the war before Tripoli.* The enemy took out the officers and
people of their prize, threw a crew into her, and continued to cruise
in the hope of meeting the American ships. Leaving them thus em-

ployed, it will now be necessary to return to port, in quest of another
cruiser to occupy their attention.
The Constitution 44, Captain Hull, had gone into the Chesapeake,
on her return from Europe, and, shipping a new crew, on the 12th
of July she sailed from \nn.nlmlh, and stood to the northward. So
rapidly was her equipment procured, that her first lieutenant joined
her only a fortnight before she sailed, and a draft of a hundred men
was received on the evening of the 11th.  Friday, July the 17th, the
ship was out of sight of ]lll(] though at no great distance from the
coast, with a hnht breeze ﬁmn the N. E., and under e: ISy canvass.

At 1, she sounded in 22 fathoms; and about an hour afterwards,

four sail were made in the northern board, heading to the westward
At 3, the Constitution made sail, and tacked in 184 fathoms. At 4,
she discovered a fifth sail to the northward and eastward, which had

red into brigs, previously to the war of 1812, The Nautilas, it will be remem
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44
thc appearance of a vessel of war. l his ship subsequently prove d to
be the Guerriere 38, Captain Dacres. By this time, the other four

sail were made out to be three ships and a l)rl g ; they bore N.N. W,
and were all on the starboard tack, appare ntl) in company. The
wind now became very light, and the Constitution hauled up her
main-sail.  The ship in lhc eastern board, however, had so far
altered her position by 6, as to bear E. N. E., the wind having hith-
erto been fair for her to (l(m‘ But at a quarter past 6, the wind
came out light at the southward, bringing the American ship to wind-
ward. The Constitution now wore round with her head to the east-
ward, sct her light studding-sails and stay-sails, and at half past7,

beat to quarters, and cleared for action, with the intention of speak
ing the nearest vessel.

I'he wind continued very light at the southward, and the two ves-
sels were slowly closing until 8. At 10, the Constitution shortened
sail, and nmnmlmtdy aftcx she showed the private signal of the day.
After keeping the lights aloft near an hour, and gettmrr no answer
from the Guerriere, " the Constitution, at a quarter past 11, lowered

the signal, and made sail again, hauling aboard her starboard tacks

During the whole of the middle watch the wind was very light, from

the southward and westward. Just as the morning watch was called

]
the Guerriere tacked, then wore entirely round, threw a rocket, and
fired two guns. Asthe day opened, three sail were discovered on
the starboard quarter of the Constitution, and three more astern. At
5 A. M., a fourth vessel was seen astern.

I'his was the squadron of Commodore Broke, which had been
ore ldu.ll]y closing with the American frigate (lurmw the night, and
was now just out of gun-shot.  Asthe ships slowly varied their posi-
tions, when the mists were entirely cleared away, the Constitution
had two frigates on her lee quarter, and aship of the line, two hwatc
a brig and a schooner astern. The names of the enemy’s slnps
have already been given; but the brig was the Nautilus, and the
schooner another prize. Allthe strangers had English colours flying.

It now fell quite calm, and the Constitution llolsu d out her boats,
and sent them ahead to tow, with a view to keep the ship out of the
reach of the enemy’s shot. At the same time, she whipt up one of
the gun-deck gunsto the spar-deck, and run it out aft, as a stern
chaser, getting a long eighteen off the forecastle also for a similar
purpose. Two more of the twenty-fours below were run out at the
cabin windows, with the same object, though it was found necessary
to cut away some of the wood-work of the stern frame, in order to
make room.

By 6 o’clock the wind, which continued very light and baffling
ame out from the northward of west, when the ship’s head was got
round to the southward, and all the light canvass that would draw was
set.  Soon after, the nearest fricate, the Shannon, opened with her
bow guns, and continued firing for about ten minutes, but perceiving
she could not reach the Constitution, she ceased. At half past 6,
Captain Iull sounded in 26 fathoms, when finding that the enemy
was likely to close, as he was enabled to put the boats of two ships on
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ene, and was also favoured by a little more air than the Constitution,
all the spare rope that could be found, and which was fit for the pur-
pose, was payed doyn into the cutters, bent on, and a kedge was
run out near half a mile ahead, and let go. Ata signal given, the
crew clapped on, and walked away with the ship, overrunning and
tripping the kcdn as she came up with the end of the line. While
this was doing, fresh lines zme anotherkedge was carried ahead, and,
though out of swht ofland the frigate ghded away from her pursuers,
before they discovered the manner in which it was done. It was not
long, however before the enemy resorted to the same expedient. At
half past 7, the Constitution had a little air, when she set her ensign,
and fired a shot at the Shannon, the nearest ship astern. At 8, it
fell calm again, and further recourse was had to the boats and the
kedge~ the enemy 'swvessels having a light air, and drawing ahead,
towing, sweeping, and kedging. By 9, “the nearest frigate, the Shan-
non,on which the English “had put most of their boats, was closing
fast, and there was every prospeet, notwithstanding the steadiness
and activity of the Constitution’s people, that the frigate just men-
tioned would get near-enough to cripple her, when her capture by
the rest of the squadron would be inevitable. Atthis trying moment
the best spirit prevailed in the ship. Every thing wasstoppered, and
Captain Hull was not without hopes, even should he be forced into
.lctmn, of'throwing the Shannon astern by Mfs fire, and of maintain-
ing his distance from the other vessels. It was known that the ene-
my could not tow very near, as:it would have been easy to sink his
boats with the stern guns of the Constitution, and not a man in the
latter vessel showed a disposition to despondency. Officers and men
relieved each other regunlarly at the duty, and while the former threw
themselves down on deck to catch short naps, the people slept at
their guns,

This was one of the most critical mmnents of the chase. The
Shannon was fast closing, as has been just stated, while the Guer-
riere was almost as near on the larboard quarter. An hour promised
to bring the struggle to ap issue, when suddenly, at 9 minutes past 9,
a light air from the southward struck the ship, bringing her to wind-

T'he beautiful manner in which this advantage was improved,

ward.
As‘the breeze wasseen com-

excited admiration even in the enemy.
ing, the ship’s sails were trimmed, and as soon as she was under com-

mand, she was brought close up to the wind, on the larboard tack ;
the boats were all dropped in alongside ; thnse that belonged to !hc
davits were run up, while the others were just lifted clear of the
water, by purchases on the spare outboard spars, where they were
in readiness to be used at a moment’s notice. As the ship came by
the wind, she brought the Guerriere nearly on her lee beam, when
that frigate opono(l a fire from her broadside.” While the shot of this
vessel were just falling short of them, the people of the Constitution
were hoisting up their boats with as much steadiness as if the duty
was performing in a frwndlv port. In aboutqn hour, however, it
fell nearly calm again, when captain Hull orderd a quantity of the
water started, to lighten the ship. More thantwo thousand gallons
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were pumiped out, and the boats were sent ahead again to tow. The
enemy\now put nearly all his boats on the Shannon, the nearest ship
astern,\ and a few hours of prodigious exertion followed the people
of the Constitution being compelled to supply the place of numbers
by their activity and zeal. he ships were close by the wind, and
every thing that would draW was set, and the Shannon was slowly,
but stcmllly, forging ahead. About noon of this day, there was a
little relaxation from labour, owing to the occasional occurrence of
cat’s-paws, by watching which (‘|()<c|y, the ship was urged through
the water. But agguarter past 12, the boats were again sent dllead
and the toilsome w@Tk of towing nn(l kedging was renewed.

At 1 o'clock a strange sail was discovered nearly to leeward. At
this moment the four frlgut( s of ‘the enemy were about one point on
the lee-quarter of the Constitution, atlohg gun-shot, the Africa and
the two prizes being on the lee-beam. As the wind was constantly
baffling, any moment might have brought a change, and placed the
enemy to windward. At seven minutes before two, the Belvidera,
then the nearest ship, began to fire with her bow guns, and the Con-
stitution opened with her stern chasers. On board the latter ship,
however, it was soon found to be dangerous to use the main-deck
guns, the transoms having so much rake, the window being so high,
and the guns o short, that every explosion lifted the upper deck, and
threatened to blow out the stern frame. Perceiving, moreover, that
his shot did little or no executigh, Captain Hull ordered the firing to
cease at half past 2. \

Feor several hours,

the enemy’s frigates were now within gun-shot,
sometimes towing uml ke d'rm«r and at others endeavouring to (rlose
with the puffs of air that occ .mmmll) passed. At 7 in the evening,
the boats of the Constitution were again ahead, the ship steering S.
. & W., with an air so light as to Be almost impergeptible. At half
past 7, she sounded in 24 fathoms. For hours, the same toilsome
duty was going on, until a little before 11, when a light air from the
southward struck the ship, and the sails for the first time in many
weary hours were asleep.  The boats instantly dropped alongside,
hooked on, and were all run up, with the exception of the first cutter.
The toprallant studding-sails and stay-sails were set as soon as pos-
sible, and for about an hour, the people caught a little rest.
But at midnight it fell nearly calm again, though neither the pur-
suers nor the pursued had recourse to the boats, probably from an
imwillineness to disturb their crews. At 2 A.M., it was observed on
im:ml the Constitution that the Guerriere had forged ahead, and was
again off’ their lee beam. At thistime, the top-gallant studding-sails
were taken in.
In this manner passed the night, and on the morning of the next
day, it was found that three of the enemy’s frigates were within long
gun shot on the lee-aquarter, and the other at aboutthe same distance
oun the lee-beam.  The Africa, and the prizes werc much further to

leceward. &

A little after daylight, the Guerriere, having drawn ahead suffi-
ciently to be forward of the Constitution’s beam, tacked, when the
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ldll(‘ r ship did the same, in order to preserve llCl position to wind-

1 ward. An hour later the Zolus passed on the contrary tack, so near
‘ ) that it was thought by some who observed the movement, tlmt she

ought to have opcm,d her fire; but, as that vessel was merely a

twelvc pounder frigate, and xhe was still at a considerable distance,
By this time,

it is quite probable Ther commandu acted judiciously.
there was sufficient wind to induce Captain Hull to hoist in his 1uat

: ‘%‘t
cutter.
f The scene, on the morning of this day, was very beautiful, and of
i great interest to the lovers of nautlcul exhibitions. The weather was
v mild and lovely, the sea smooth as a pond, and there was quite wind
55 enough to remove the necessity of any of the extraordinary means
‘ B of getting ahead, that had been so freely used during the previous
t ¥ (‘l"‘llt and-forty huura. All the English vessels had got on the same
e el ‘lcl\ with the Constitution again, dlld the five frigates were clouds of
oad B canvass, from their trucks to the walter. Im,ludmg the American
1% ship, eleven sail were in gjght, and shortly after a twelfth appeared
r to windward, that was soon ascertained to be an American merchant-
man. But tllc enemy were too intent on the Constitution to regard
T any thing else, and though it would have heen easy to capture the
i / ships to “leeward, no attention appears to have been paid to them.
. e With a view, however, to deceive the ship to windward they hoisted
American colours, when the Constitution set an English ensign, by
way of wi unmﬂr the stranger to ku*p aloof. 0

Until 10 o’clock the Constitution was making every preparation
it become necessary, and she sounded
though it w as found

for carrying sail hard should
in 26 fathoms. At noon the wind fell again,

' that while the breeze lasted, she had gaine od on all the enemy’s ships;
T'he nearest vessel was the

3 more, however on some, t}mu on others.
' Belvidera, which was exactly in the wake of the Constitution, distant
A about two and a half miles, bearing W. N. W. The nearest frigate

‘ to leeward, bore N. by W. 4 W. distant three or three and a half
miles; the two other frigates were on the lee-quarter, distant about
five miles, and the Africa was hull down to leeward, on the opposite

' tack.

This was a vast improvement on the state of things that had ex-

- isted the day previous, and it allowed the officers and men to catch a
The latitude by observa-

little rest, thouch no one left the decks.
tion this day, was 33° 47’ N., and the longitude by dead reckoning

730 57" W.

At meridian the wind began to blow a pleasant breeze, and the
sound of the water rippling under the bows of the vessel was again
heard. From this moment the noble old ship slowly drew ahead of
all her pursuers, the sails being watched and tended in the best man
ner that consummate seamanship could dictate, until 4, P. M., when

the Belvidera was more than four miles astern, and the other vessels
in the same proportion, though the wind had

were thrown behind 1

again got to be very lieht.
& ! head and !
In this manner lmrhvnmr\ cept passine ahead and to windward,

as fast as circumstances would allow , profiting by every change, and
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resorting to all the means of lmun«r \cswls through the water, that
are known to seamen. At a little before 7, however, there was every
appearance of a heavy squall, accompanied by rain ; when the Con-
stitution prepared to meet it with the coolness and discretion she had
displayed throughout the whole affair. The pegple were stationed,
and every llunu was kept fast to the last moment,\\then, just be fore
the squall struck the ship, the order was given to %fcw up and clew
down. All the light canvass was furled, a second reef was taken in
the mizen tupsuil, and thé ship was brought under short sail, in an
incredibly little time. The English vessels, observing this, began to
let go and haul down without waiting for the wind, and when they
were shut in by the rain, they were steering in different directions to
avoid the force of the expected squall. The Constitution, on the
other hand, no sooner got its weight, than she sheeted home and
hoisted her fore and main-topg: dlant \nls, and while the enemy most
probably believed her to be borne down by the pressure of the wind,
steering free, she was flying away from them, on an easy bowline, at
the rate of eleven knots.

In alittle less than an hour after the squall struck the ship, it had
entirely passed to leeward, and a sight was again obtained of the
enemy. The Belvidera, the nearest vessel, had altered her bearings
in that short period two points more to l(*Lward, and she was a long
way astern. The next nearest vessel was still farther to leew drd,
and more distagt, while the two remaining frigates were fairly hull
down. The Africa was barely visible in the horizon !

All :lpprvh('ns'ions of the enemy now ceased, though sail was car-
ried to increase the distance, and to preserve the we: ather gage. At
half-past 10 the wind backed further to the southward, when the
Constitution, which had been steering free for some time, took in
her lower quddnw sails. At11 the enemy fired two guns, and the
nearest ship could just be discovered. As the wind bafiled, and con-
tinued light, the enemy still persevered in the chase, but at daylight
the nearest vessel was hull down astern and to leew (ud. Under the
circumstances it was deemed prudent to use every exertion to lose
sight of the English frigates ; and the wind falling light, the Constitu-
tion’s sails were wet down from the skysails tothe courses. The good
effects ui' this care ware soon visible, as at 6 A. M. the topsails of the
enémy’s nearest vessels were beginning to dip. At a quarter past S8,
the English ships all hauled to the northward and eastward, 1ull)
satisfied, by a trial that had lasted nearly three days and as many
nights, undu all the circumstances that can attend naval manceu-
vres, from reefed topsails to kedging, that they had no hope of over-
taking their dnemy.

Thus terminated a chase, that has become historical in the Amer-
ican navy, for its length, LI(N ness, and activity. On the part of
the Lnulhh there were manifested rguch perseverance and seaman-
ship, a re ul\ imitation, and a strong desire to get alongside of their
encmy. But the glory of the affair was carried off l)y *the officers
and people of the Constitution. Throughout all the trying circum-
stances of this arduous struggle, this noble frigate, which had so
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lately been the subject of the sneers of the English critics, main-
tained the high character of a man-of-war. Evenwhen pressed upon
the hardest, nothing was hurried, confused, or slovenly, but the
utmost steadiness, order, and discipline reigued in the ship. A cool,
discreet, and gallant commander, was nobly sustained by his offi-
cers; and there cannot be a doubt that had the enemy succeeded in
getting anly one of their frigates fairly under the fire of the American
ship, thay'she would have been very roughly treated, The escape
itself, is/ot so much a matter of admiration, as the manner in which
it was ¢ffected. A little water was pumped out, it is true ; and per-
haps l[i-; was necessary, in order to put a vessel fresh from port on a
lével, in light winds and calms, with ships that had been cruising
some time ; but not an anchor was cut away, not a boat stove, nor
The steady and man- -of-war like style in which the ( on-

a gun lost.
stitution took in all her boats, as occasions ofkred the order and

rapidity with which she ke dtred and the vigilant ecqmmhhlp with
which she was braced up, and eased off, extorted admiration among
the more liberal of her pursuers. In this affair, the ship, no less
than those who worked her, gained a high reputation, if not with the
world generally, at least with those who, perhaps, as seldom err in
their nautical criticisms as any people living.

The English relinquished the pursuit at 8 A. M., and at half past
8 the Constitution, discovering a vessel on her starboard bow, gnade
sail in chase. At -three quarters| past9 brought to, and cp(Kc an
American brig. At 10 made sail’again in chase of another H\i
on the lee bow, which alsd proved to be an American, bound in. A¢_

meridian ll()l~t( d in the boat us®l in boarding, took a second reef in ¥

the topsails, and stood to the eastward, the ship going into Boston

near-the middle of the same menth.
A few days after the chase of the Constitution, the English squad-

ron separated, the Africa returning to port with the prisoners and
prizes, and the frigates shaping their courses in different directions,
in the hope that the ship which had avoided them so carefully when
in company, might be less averse to meeting either singly.

The Essex 32, Captain Porter, got to sea from New York, not
long after the departure of Commodore Rodgers, and went first to the
She made se¥eral prizes early, destroying most of them,
and receiving the prisoners on board. The weather now compe lled
the Essex to run to the northward. When a few weeks from port, a
small fleet was approached at night, which was immediately under-
The English ships were steering to the north-
and the Essex was stretching towards them,
The night had a dull
As the Essex

southward.

stood te be enemies.
W .

ward, before the wind,
on an easv powline, and under short canvass.
moon, and it wanted but an hour or two to daylight.
drew near, it was perceived that the English were sailing in very open
ble intervals between them, and thathe con-

order, with ('t)nsi(l'xn .
voying ship, a lard@essel, was some distance ahead, and of course

to leeward.*
As it was the intemtion of Captain Porter to preserve the weather
gage, until he ascertained who and what the¢’ convoy might be, he

( b)
\ 1
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stretched in towards the sternmost =h|p of the strangers, which he

spoke. At this time, the people of the Essex were at their guns,

with every thing ready to engage, but keeping the men on deck con-
cealed, and lmvmg the lower ports in.  After some conversation with
the first vessel, it was ascertained that the fleet consisted of a few
transports, under the convoy of a frigate and bomb-vessel, when
Captain Porter determined to get alongside of the former, if possi-
ble, and to carry her by surprise. With this view, the Essex shot
uhv 1d, leaving the first vessel, apparently, without exciting her sus-
picions. Onranging up clow abeam of a _second, some further dis-
course passed, when the Englishman so f.u‘ took the alarm, as to an-
nounce gn intention to make the signal of a stranger’s having joined
the fleet. It became necessary, th( refore, to throw aside d|.~gmso,
and to order the transport to haul out of the convoy, under the pen-
alty of being fired into. This was done quietlv, and seemingly with-
out attracting the attention of the rest of the fleet, which, of, course,
passed to leeward. . On taking possession of her prize, the Essex
found her filled with soldiers, and so much time was necessarily con-
sumed in securing the latter, that the day dawned, and it became
inexpedient to renew the attempt on the convoy. The frigate was
said to be the Minerva 36, and the troops in the convoy amounted
to near 1000 men. About 150 were taken in the prize.

A feyy days after this success, the Essex made a strange sail to
windward. At the moment, the frigate was disuised as a mer-
chantman, having her gun- d( ck ports in, top-g gallant masts housed,
and sails trimmed in a slovenly manner. Deceived by these appear-
ances, the stranger came running down free, when the American
ship showed her ensign and key pt away, under short Sail. This
emboldened the stranger, who followed, and having got on the
weather quarter of his chase, he began his fire, setting English
colours. . The Essex now knocked out her ports, and openéd upon
the enemy, who appears to have been so much taken by surprise,
that after receiving one or two discharges, his people deserted their
quarters, and ran h( low. Ineight minutes after the Essex had begun
to fire, the English ship struck. On sending Lieutenant Finch* on
board to take possession, the prize proved to be his Britannic
Majesty’s ship Alert, Captain Laugharne, mounting 20 eighteen-
pound carronades, and with a full crew. Mr. Finch found seven
feet of water in the Alert; and was obliged to ware round, to keep
her from sinking.

The Alert was the first vessel of war taken from the English in this
contest, and her resistance was so feeble as to excite surprise. It
was not to be expected, certainly, that aship carrying eighteen-pound
carronades, could successfully resist a ship carrying thirty-two-pound
carronades, and double her number of guns and men; but so
exagrerated had become the opinion of the British prowess on the
ocean, that impossibilities were sometimes looked for. As it igun-
dgerstood that only a partof the Essex’s guns bore on the Alert, the

*Now Captain Bolton.
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manner in which the latter was taken, must be attributed to a ~|'ddon
panic among her people some of whom were censured after their
exchange. “One or two of the officers even, did not escape, the first
lieutenant having been dismissed the service, by a court-martial.
The Alert had but three men wounded, and th(, Essex &ust‘mml no
injury at all.

Captain Porter, with the addition made by the crew of the Alert,
had many prisoners, and as he was apprised of their intention to rl.se,
in the event of an engagement, he felt the necessity of getting rid of
them. He accordingly entered into an arrangement with Captain
Laugharne, to convert the Alert, which was a large ship bought for
the service, into a cartel, and to send her into bl John’s.  This
project, so favourable to the American interests, was successfully
accomplished ; and it is due to his Sharacter to say, that the officer
in command at Newfoundland, Admiral SirJ. T. Duckworth, while
he pmtv\led against the course, as unusual and injurious to a natjon
like England, “Which had so many cruisers at sea, by depriving her
of the chances of recapture, honourably complied with thc conditions

entered mto by his inferior. ,

The Essex continued to cruise to the coullm.ud ‘of the Grand
Banks. ()n two occasions, she fell in with enemy’s frigates, and at
one time was so hard pn'&scd as to be reduced to the necessity of
making every preparation to carry one by boarding in the night,
since, another English vessel of war being in company, an engage-
ment in the usual manner would have been indiscreet. The arrange-
ments made on board the Essex, on this occasion, are still <])()k('ll
of with admiration, by those who were in the ship, and there is great
reason to think thv) would have succeeded, had the vessels met.
By some accident, that has never been (\pl.unc(l the ships passed

sach othes in the darkness, and shortly after, the Essex came into
the Del ware to replenish her water and stores.

In the meanwhile, the Constitution was not idle.
Boston a short time after his celebrated chase, Captain Hull sailed
again on the 2d of August, standing along the land to the eastward,
in the hope of falling in w ith some of the enemy’s cruisers, that were
thought to be hovering on the coast. The ship ran down, near the

land, as far as the Bay of Fundy, without seeing any thing, when she
went off Halifax and Cape Sable, with the same want of success.
Captain Hull now determined to go farther east, and he went near
the Isle of Sables, and thence to the mouth of the Gulf of St. Law-
rence, to intercept vessels bound to Halifax or Quebec. Here two
prizes, of little value, were taken and burned.  On the morning of
the 15th, five sail were made, one of which was a sloop of war.  The
Constitution gave chase, and the enemy soon set one of his vessels, a
prize brig, on fire. The chases now separated, and the sloop of war
being to \Hml\mu], the Constitution followed a ship, which turned
out to be an Englishman, already a prize to an American privateer.
This vessel had been spoken by the sloop of war, but the appearance
of the Constitution prevented her recapture. A brig was next chased
to lecward, and proved to be an American, with a prize crew on
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The Constitution next stood to the southward, and on the 19th,
at 2 P. M., in lat. 41° 41/, long. 55° 48/, a sail was made from the
mast-heads, bearing E. S. E., and to lcuv(ml though the disgynce
prevented her character from being (llawvcrcd The Constitution
immediately made sail in chase, and at 3, the stranger was ascer-
tained to be a ship on the starboard tack, und(r easy canvass, and
close hauled. Half an hour later, she was distinctly made out to be
a frigate, and no doubt was entertained of her being an enemy
'The American ship kept running free until she was within a league
of the frigate to leeward, when she began to shorten sail. By this
time, the enemy had l.ml his main- t()psdll aback, in waiting for the
Constitution to come down, with every thing ready to engage. Per-
ceiving that the Lntrll\hnmn sought a comlm( Captain "Hull made
his own preparations with the greater deliberation. The Constitu-
tion, consequently furled her toptmll.mt sails, and stowed all her light
btd)-bdlls and flying jib. Soon after, she took a second reef in the
topsails, hauled up the courses, sent down royal yards, cleared for
action, and beat to quarters. At 5, the chase hoisted three English
ensigns, and immediately after she opcnul her fire, at long gun- ~lmt
waring several times, to rake and prevent being raked. The Con-
stitution occasions llly yawed as she dppr()d(,h( d, to avoid being
raked, and she fired a few guns as they bore, but llcr object was not
to commence the action seriously, until quite close.

At 6 o’clock, the enemy bore up and ran off, under his three top-
sails and jib, with the wind on his quarter. As this was an indica-
tion of a readiness to receive his antagonist, in a fair .uml arm and

yard-arm fight, the Constitution immediately set her main-topgallant-
sail and foresail, to get alongside. At a little after 6, the bows of the
American iug.ttc began to double on the quarter of the English ship
when she opened with her forward guns, drawing slowly ahead,

with her greater way, both vessels keeping up a closv and he avy fire,
as their guns bore.

fairly side by side,

The remainder of the vessels

In about ten minutes, or just as the slnp.~ were
the mizen-mast of the Englishman was shot
away, when the American passed slowly ahead, keeping up a tre
mendous fire, and luffed short round on her bows, to prevent being
raked. In executing this manceuvre, the ship shot into the wind, got
sternway, and fell foul of her antagonist. While in this situation,

the ahm of the Constitution took fire from the close explosion of thc
forward guns of the enemy,

who obtained a small, but momentary
advantage from his position.

The good conduct of Mr. Hoffman,*
who ('()mm'\ndcd in the cabin, soon re puin d this accident, and a gun

of the enemy’s that threatened further injury, was disabled.

As the vessels touched, both parties prepared to board. The Eng-
lish turned all hands up from below, and mustered forward, with
that object, while Mr. Morris, the first lieutenant, with his own
hands endeavoured to lash the ships together. Mr. Alwyn, the mas-

*Beekman Verplanck Hoffman, the fourth lieutenant of the Constitution, a gentleman
of New York, who died in 1834, a captain.
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ter, and Mr. Bush, the lieutenant of marines, were upon the taflrail
of the Constitution, to be ready to spring. Both sides now suffered
by the closeness of the musketry ; the English much the most, how-
ever. Mr. Morris was shot through the body, the bullet fortunately
missing the vitals. Mr. Alwyn was wounded in the shoulder, and
Mr. Bush fell dead by a bullet through the h 'nd.‘ It being found
impossible for either party to board, in the ﬁl(‘/(" of such a fire, and
with the heavy sea that was on, the sails were filled, and just as the
Constitution shot ahead, the foremast of the enemy fell, carrying
down with it his mainmast, and leaving him wallowing in the trough
of the sea, a helpless wreck.

The Constitution now hauled aboard her tacks, ran off a short
distance, secured her masts, and rove new rigging. ‘At 7, she wore
round, and taking a favourable position for raking, a jack that had
been kept flying on the stump of the mizen-mast of the vnvmfy, was
lowered. Mr. George Campbell Read,* the third lieutenant, was
sent on board the prize, and the boat soon returned with the report
that the captured vessel was the Guerriere 38, Captain Dacres, one
of the ships that had so lately chased the Constitution, off New York.

J]'lu- Constitution kept waring to remain near her prize, and at 2
A. M., a strange sail wzls seen closing, when she cleared for action ;
but at three, the stranger stood off. At daylight the officerin charge
hailed to say that the Guerriere had four feet water in her hold, and
that there was danger of her sinking.  On receiving this information,
Captain Hull sent all his boats to remove the prisoners.  Fortunately,
the weather was moderate, and by noon this duty was nearly ended.
At 3 P. M., the prize crew was recalled, having set the wreck on fire,
and in a quarter of an hour, she plew up. Finding himself filled
with wounded prisoners, Captain Hull now returned to Boston, where
he arrived on the 30th of the same month.

It is not easy, at this distant day, to convey to the reader the full
force of the moral impression created in America by this victory of
one fricate over another. So deep had been the effect produced on
the public mind by the constant accounts of the successes of the Eng-

lish over their enemies at sea, that the opinion, already mentioned,
of their invincibility on that element, generally prevailed; and it had
been publicly predicted that, before the contest had continued six
months, British sloops of war would lie alongside of American
frigates with comparative impunity. Perhaps the only portion of
even the American population that expected different results was
that which composed the little body of officers on whom the trial
would fall, and they looked forward to the struggle with a manly res-
olution, rather than with a very confident hope.t  But the termina-

*Commodore Read, at present in command of the African squadron.

t About two months before war was declared, the officers of two of the frigates passed
an eveninz together, when the subject of what would be the probable result of a conflict
between American and English ships, was seriously and temperately discussed. The
conclugion was, that, inthe judgment of these gentlemen, at that interesting moment,
their own chances of victory were af least equal to those of the enemy. On the other
hand, General Moreau, when witnessing thesevolutions of some American shipg in port;

about the same time, after expressang his admiration of their appearance, eave an opinion #
.

that it was impossible men o inexperienced should prevail over an English vessel.
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tion of thc combat just related, far exceeded the expectations of even
the most sanguine. After makmg all proper allowance for the differ-
ence of force, which certainly existed in favour of the Constitution
as well as for the excuses that the defeated party freely offered to the
world‘, men on both sides of the Atlantic, who were competent to
form intelligent opinions on such subjects,saw the promises of many
future successes in this. The style in which the Constitution had
been handled ; the deliberate and yet earnest manner in which she
had been carried into battle ; the extraordinary executjon that had
been made in a short time by her fire ; the readiness and gallantry
with which she had cleared for action, so soon after destroying one
British frigate, in which was manifested a disposition to meet another
united to ploduce a deep conviction of self-reliance, coolness, nmi
sls.ill, that was of infinite more weight than the transient feeling which
might result from any accidental triumph. °
In this combat, the Constitution suffered a good deal in her rigging
and sails, but very little in her hull. “Her l()aa was seven klllcdrzhund
seven wounded. As soon as she had rove new rigging, applied the
necessary stoppers, and bent a few sails, as has been seen, she was
ready to engage another frigate. On the other hand, the Guerriere
was com plcte}y dismasted, had seventy-nine men killed and wounded
and, according to the statement of her commander in his dcfcnce’
before the court which tried him for the loss of his ship, she hud'
received no less than thirty shot as low as five sheets of copper beneath
the bends! All this execution had been done between the time when
the ~hlps opened their fire abeam, and the moment when the Guer-
riere’s masts fell ; for the few shot thrown by the Constitution, pre-
viously to the first event, were virtually of no use, and, subseql;cntly
to the last, she did not discharge a gun. The whole period, between
the time when the Guerriere commenced her fire at long shot, and
that when she actually hauled dm\n her jack, omcthm" lll\c two
hours, was included in the enemy’s accounts of the duration of the
combat ; butitis well understood by professional men,that in truth
the battle was decided in about a fourth of that time. ,
It was natural that a success so brilliant and unexpected should
produce a reaction in public fecling ; and in dwelling on

g their
victory, exaggerated and vainglorious boastings mingled in  the exulta-
tion of the American Journ.lls of the period, while illiberal and fraud-
ulent detraction made up the accounts of a portion of the English
writers, when apologising for the defeat. ~ Asis usual, on such occa-
sions, each side endeavoured to make the most of circumstances;
and it is the province of the historian to correct, as far as it is in hi;
power, these misrepresentations and mistakes. That the Constitu-
tion was a larger and a heavier ship than the Guerriere, will be
'Jm_mtml by no nautical man, though it is believed that the actual
-llﬂi'l‘(‘ll(‘.(,' between these vessels was considerably less than might be
mferred from their respective rates. It is understood that the Guer-
ricre was nearly as long a ship as her adversary, and it has been
asserted on respectable .unlmrltv, that she was actually pierced for
o4 guns, though it is admitted that she had but 49 mounted in the
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.
action, one of which was a light boat-carronade.* Her gun-deck
metal was eighteen-pounders, and her carronades, like those of the
Constitution, were thirty-twos. The Guerriere was a French-built
ship, but.we have no means of ascertaining whether her guns were,
orwere not, French eighteens. Ifthe latter, her shot of this denomi-
nation would have weighed near nineteen and a half pounds, while, at
that period, it is believed that the twenty-four pound shot of America
seldlom much exceeded twenty-two pounds. Some experiments
made at that time, are said to have shown that the differencebetween
the metal of these two ships was much less than would have appeared
from the nominal power of their guns.t The great inferiority of the
Guerriere, certainly, wasin her men. Captain Dacres, whose authority
on this point there is no reason to question, says that he mustered
but 263 souls at quarters, in consequence of the absence of one lieu-
tenant, two midshipmen, and a part of his people, in prizes. He
also admits the important fact that there were several Americans
among his crew, who refused to fight, and, much to his credit, he
permitted them to go below. This number has been stated at ten,
in other British accounts.

After making every allowance that was claimed by the enemy, the
charaeter of this victory is not essentially altered. Its peculiarities
were a fine display of seamanship in the approach, extraordinary
efficiency in the attack, and great readiness in repairing damages ;
all of which denote cool and capable officers, with an expert and
trained crew; in a word, a disciplined man-of-war.f Observant men
compared the injury done to the Guerriere in thirty minutes, and part
of that time with the ships foul, in a situation that compelled the
Constitution to withhold her fire, with that done to the Chesapeake,
an unresisting vessel, in twelve minutes ; the first, too, occurring in
rough, and the last in smooth water, with every advantage of posi-
tion. While the mass of the nation perceived that the notion of
British invincibility was absurd, and, perhaps, began to expect
impossibilities, this portion of the observers, with justice, foresaw
that America had only to put forth her power in earnest, to assert
the freedom of the seas in a manner to command respect.

Captain Dacres lost no professional reputation by his defeat. He
had handled his ship in a manner to win the applause of his enemies,
fought her gallantly, and only submitted when further resistance

* It is stated on agthority deemed worthy of credit, that the Guerriere was pierced for
thirty guns on the gan-deck, but that she had no bridle-port, below. Five ports that
could have been fought in broadside, are said to have been empty on board the Guer-
riere, when the Americans took possession.

t An officer of the Constitution, of experience and of great respectability, who is now
dead, assured the writer that he actually weighed the shot of both ships, and found that
the Constitution’s twenty-fours were only three pounds heavier than the Guerricre's
eighteens, and that there was nearly the same difference in favour of the latter’s thirty-
The writer has elsewhere given the result of his own investigations, on this sub-

twos.
He never found an English shot over-

ject, made, however, some years after the war.
weight, though most of the American shot fell ghort.

t Whatever may ! eve been its conduet, and it was excellent in the chase and in the
eneazement, the erew of the Constituticn was actually new, hier men having been ship-

ped just before the war.
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would have been as culpable as, in fact, it was impossible. Less can
be said in favour of the cfﬁc:uncv ofthc Guerriere’s batteries, which
were not equal to the mode of ﬁtrlmn" that had been 1ntm(lu((d by
her antagonist, and which, in fd(,t was the commencement of a new
era in combats between single ships.

We have dwelt at length on the circumstances connected with
this action, not only because it was the first serious conflict of the
war, but because it was characterised by features which, though
novel at the time, became identified with nearly all the subsequent
engagements of the contest, showing that they were intimately con-
nected with the discipline and system of the American marine

Captain Hull having performed the two handsomg exploits re-
corded, now gave up the command of his frigate, with a feeling that
was highly creditable to him, in order to .1”0w}0thm an Cqual
chance to distinguish themselves, there being ugfortunately many
more captains than vegssels in the navy, at that trying moment.
Captain Bainbridge was named to be his successér, being transferred
from the (‘nnstclldtlon 38, then fitting for sea at \thnwt(m, to the
Constitution.*

As Captain Bainbridge was one of the oldest officers of his rank
in the service, he was given a command consisting of his own ship,
the Essex 32, and the Hornet 18. He hoisted his broad pennant on
board the Constitution, accordingly, on the 15th of September, at
Boston. Captain Stewart, lately returned from a furlough, was
appointed to the Constellation 38, and Mr. Charles Morris, the first
lieutenant of the Constitution in the chase, and in the battle, was
shortly after promoted to the rank of captain, passing the step of
master-commandant, as had been the case with Commodore De-
catur.t This was the second time this officer had been promoted
for his conduct in battle, and he probably owed his present elevation
over the heads of his seniors, to this circumstance, coupled with the
fact that his wound in the late action had so nearly l)oen fatal.

Whatever may have been the merits of the officer who was the
subject of this exercise of execqtive power, and they are known to
be of a very high order, there is atle question that the precedent set,
not only in his case, but in that of Captain Decatur, is of a very
dangerous character. No general rule can be safer than to promote
the first lieutenant of a victorious ship; for the efficiency of a man-of-
war depends as much on this officer as on her commander, and
while it may be no more than an act of justice, it is an incentive to
constant preparation ; but no policy can be weaker than that which
deprives many of their self-respect and just professional pride, in
order to reward the services and sustain the hopes of one. The
policy of the navy has been characterised by acts of this vacillating
and short-sighted nature ; and thus it is that we have so long wit-

* Bainbridge had been ordered to the Constitation before she sailed on this erunise, but

itisnot to be supposed Hull would not have been permitted to retain his command, after
his victory, had he pressed for it.

t There may have been a slight difference in the two cases, as the rank of masters and
commanders did not legally exist in 1804, thomgh the executive issued its commissions
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nessed the fact of veterans lingering in the stations that they have
held for quite forty years, through the neglect of the proper authori-

ties 10 create a new and superior rank, in contrast with occasional
These irregularities, in which

and indiscreet exercises of patronage.
there is excess of favour on one side, with denials of justice on

another, are the fruits of the influence of popular feeling over a
corps, that, being necessarily ~uh|( cted, in its ortlnmry dll[l(‘\ to the
rigid exactions of martial law, is entitled at all times, to Imw its

interests protected by a uniform, consistent, rigidly just, and high-
toned code of civil regulations. It is not the least of the merits of
that it has earned its high reputation in

i the American marine,
despite of the various disadvantages of this nature, under which it

has laboured.*

CHAPTER V.

& Neglect of navy by congress-.--Com. Rodgers’ second cruise----United States captares
y the Macedonian ---Cruise of the Argus---Cruises of the Wasp and the combat with

the Frolic.
It is worthy of notice, that Congress did nothing of any moment

towardd incre asing the navy, on the ocean, durm«r the year 1812
This neglect ‘of this lmpnrt.mt

although war was dccldrv(] in June.
branch of the public service, under circumstances that would seem
so imperiously to call for the fostering care and active exertions of
must be ascribed to the doubts that still existed as

the government,
to the possibility of keeping ships at sea, in face of the British navy.

It had so long been customary for the world to say, that France,
whenever she put a ship into the water, was merely building for her
great enemy, that an opinion was prevalent, America would be
doing the same thing, if she wasted her resources in creating a ma-
rine ; and it literally became necessary for the accomplished “officers
who composed the germ of the service, to demonstrate, from fact to
fact, their ability to maintain the honour of the country, before that
country would imnl\ly confide to them the means.— As we proceed
in the narrative of events, this singular historical trdth will become

more apparent.
Commodore Rodgers, haying refitted, sailed on a second cruise,

leaving the Hornet in port ; But Commodore Decatur, in the Unite d
States 44, and the Argus 16, Captain Sinclair, parted company with
him, at sea, on the 12th of October, after cruising some time without
falling in with any thing of importance. On the 17th, he captured
the British packet Swallow, with a large amount of specie on board

| * In the end, the promotion of Captain Morris made but little difference in his position
in the service, except us regards the licutenants, an advantage very properly obtained,
most of the masters and commanders regaining their relative rank on promotion. One,

however, Captain Ludlow. a very respectable officer, was induced to resign
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.md unmnued his cruise to the eastward. In the mean while, the
United States and Argus lmvmg bcpumted the former stood more to
the southw ard and eastward with a view to get into the track of the
enemy’s Indiamen. Sunday, October 25th, the United States, then
in lat. 29° N., long. 29° 30’ W., made.a large sail to the southward
and eastward. 'The stranger was running down a little free, while
the American ship was on a wind, standing towards the chase, which
was soon ascertained tobe an enemy. The latter having come
within a league, hauled up, and passed to windward, when each
party was enabled to see that they had a frigate to oppose. The
stranger now wore and came round on the same tack with the Uni-
ted States, keeping away sufficiently to get within reach ot her long
guns, when she hauled up on an easy bowline, with her mizen-top-
sail aback. At this moment the distance between the two ships a
little exceeded a mile when the Englishman opened his fire. Find-
ing the enemy on his weather quarter, Commodore Decatur delivered
his larboard broadside, wore round, and came up to the wind on the
other tack, heading northuly. It was observed that all the carro-
nade shot fell short, the enemy doing very little injury by his fire.
Having passed her antagonist, the United States delivered her
starboard broadside, and wore again, bringing her head once more
to the southwdrd, or on the same tack as the enemy, both ships
steering rap full, with their mizen-topsails aback, and keeping up a
heavy cannonade. In this manner the action continued about an
\hmu, the English vessel suffering heavily, while her own fire inflicted
\my little injury on her antagonist. At length the stranger’s mizen-
mast came down over his lee quarter, lmvmrr been shot ¢ away about
ten feet above the deck. He then fell off, and let his foresail drop,
apparently with a wish to close. As the ships got near together,
the shot of the American vessel did fearful exccutlon the forecourse
being soon in ribands, the fore and main-topmasts over the side, the
main-yard cut away in the slings, and the foremast tottering. The
United States now filled her mizen-topsail, gathered fresh way, and
tacked. Asthe stranger was drifting down, nearly before the wind,
and was almost unmanageable, Commodore Decatur had no diffi-
culty in heading up high cn()u;_rh to cross his wake, which he hand
somely effected, with his people still manning the larboard guns.
At the time the United States filled her mizen- topsail, in preparation
for stays, it is said that the enemy, under the llllpl‘CQSlUll she was
about to run away, gave three cheers, and set a union jack in his
main rigging, all his ntlnl flags having come down with lhe several
spars. When, however, the American ship was seen luffing up to
close, the jack was lowered, and resistance ceased.

As the Umtml States crossed the stern of the Lnflish ship, the
firing having ceased on both sides, she hailed and de

manded the
name of lu" antagonist, and whether she had submitted. To the

first interrogatory, ‘Commodore Decatur was answered that the ship
was the ’\Luulom.m 38, Captain Cardon, and to the second, that
the vessel had struck. On taking possession, the enemy was found

fearfully cut to pieces, having received no less than a hundred round
VOL. II. 4
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shot in his hull alone. Of three hundr( d men on board him, thlrty
six were killed, ‘and sixty-eight wounde (_1
The Macedonian was a very fine ship of her class, mounting, as
usual, 49 guns, eighteens on her gun-deck, and thirty-two-pound
carronades al)mc She was smaller, of lighter armament, and had
fewer men than her opponent, of course, but the disproportion be-
tween the force of the two vessels, was much less than that ln ‘tween
the execution. In this action, th(- advantage of position Was with
the British ship until she was crippled, and the combat was little more
than a plain cannonade, at a distance that rendered grape or mus-
ketry of little or no use, for the greater part of the time. The fire
of the United States took effect so heavily in the waist of her antag-
onist, that it is said the marines of the latter were removed to th(r
batteries, which circumstance increased the efficiency of the ship,
by enabling new crews to be placed at guns that had been once
cleared of theiy men. On the other hand, the nmrinos ofthe United
States remained drawn up in the waist of that slnp, most of the time
quite useless, though they are understood to have shown the utmost
steadiness and good conduct und(‘r the ('\'unpl(' of their gallant com-
mander, the w clght of the enemy’s fire passing a short dlsl(mcc above

their heads.
The United States suffered surprisingly little,

length of the cannonade, and her equal exposure.
her top-gallant masts, received some wounds in the spars, had a good
deal of rigging cut, and was otherwise injured aloft, but was hulled
avery few times. Of her officers and people 5 were killed and 7
wounded. Of'the latter, two died, one of whom was Mr. John Mus-
ser Funk,the junior liecutenant of the ship. No other officer was hurt,
On taking possession of his prize, Commodore Decatur found her
in a state that admitted of her being talken into port. Her two prin-
cipal masts were secured, and a jury mizen-mast was rigged by Mr.
Allen, the first lieutenant of the United States, who was put in Lh.lrgv
of her, with great ingenuity, so as to convert the vessel into a bark.
When the necess: ary repairs were completed, the two ships made
the best of their way to America; Commodore Decatur discontinu-
ing his cruise, in order to convoy his prize into port. The United
States arrived off New London on the 4th of Dgcember, and about
the same time the Macedonian got into Newport./ Shortly after, both
ships reached New York by the Hell Gate l).l\\"l"(.

The order and style with which the Mace »donian was taken, added
materially to the high roput.ntmn that Commodore Decatur already
enjoyed. His services were acknowledged in the usual manner, and
he was soon after directed to cruise in the United States, with the
Macedonian, Captain Jones, in company. Mr. Allen, the first lieu-
tenant of the United States, was promoted to the rank of a master-
commandant, and he received due credit for the steady discipline
that the ship’s company had displayed.

The Argus, under Captain Sinclair, after separating from the
United States, cruised alone, making several captures of merchant
men, though she met no vessel of war, of a force proper for her to
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engage. During this cruise, the brig was chased for three days and
nights, the latter being moonlight, by a squadron of the enemy, two
of which were ships of the line. On this occasion, the Argus proved
her fine qualities, and the coolness of her officers and people did them
infinite credit. . All the guns were preserved, though the-brig was so
hard pressed as to be obliged to start her water, to cut away anchors,
and to throw ovérboard some of her boats. Notwithstanding the
perseverance of her pursuers, the Argus actually took and manned a
prize during the chase, though two of the enemy got near enough to
open their fire as the vessels separated.

The brig escaped, having
made five prizes before she got in.

While these events were in the course of accomplishment, among
the other vessels, the Wasp 18, Captain Jones, left the Delaware on
acruise. She was one of the sloops built at the close of the Tripoli-
tan war, and like her sister ship the Hornet, a beautiful and fast
cruiser. 'The latter, however, which originally was a brig, had been
rebuilt, or extensively repaired at Washington, on which occasion,
she had been pierced for twenty guns, and rigged into a ship. The
Wasp still retained her old armament and construction, having been
a ship from the first, mounting 16 thirty-two pound carronades and
2 long twelves. Her complement of men varied from 130 to 160,
according to circumstances. She had been to Europe with des-
patches before the declaration of war, and did not return home until
some weeks after hostilities had commenced.

The Wasp, after refitting, sailed on a cruise to the northward.
She ran off Boston, made one capture, and after an absence of three
weeks, returned to the Delaware.  On the 13th of October, she sailed
a second time, and ran off east, southerly, to clear the coast, and to
et into the track of vesscls steering north. Three days out it came
on to blow very heavily, when the ship lost her jib-béom, and two
men that were on it at the moment. The next day the weather
moderated, and about 11 o’clock in the night of'the 17th, being then
in latitude 37° N., and longitude 65° W., several sail were made.

'l'\£ of these vessels appeared to be large, and Captain Jones did not
de

1 it prudent to close, until he had a better opportunity of observ-
ing them, but hauling off to a convenient distance, he steered in the
same direction with the unknown vessels, with the intention of ascer-

taining their characters in the morning.  When the day dawned, the
strangers were seen ahead, and to leeward. Making sail to close,
they were soon ascertained to be a small convoy of six English ships,
under the charge of a heavy brig of war. Four of the merchantmen
were armed, apparently, mounting, as well as could be ascertained
at that distance, from 12 to 18 guns. The commander of the brig,
however, manifested no wish to avail himself of the assistance of any
of his convoy, but shortening sail, the latter passed ahead, while he
prepared to give battle.

The Wasp now sent down topgallant-yards, close reefed her top-

sails, and was otherwise brought under short fiehtine canvass, there
beine a vood deal of seanon.  The strancer was under little sail also,
and his main yard was on deek, where it had been lowered to undergo




-
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o repairs. As it was the evulent intention of the Englishman to cover
his convoy, very little manceuvring was necessary to bringthe vessels

: alongside of each other. At 32 minutes past 11 A. M., the Wasp {

{ rumrod close up on the starboard side of the enemy, receiving het

broudﬂdv at the distance of about sixty yards, and dC]lVCl‘lll"‘ her

The fire of the Englishman immediately became very r.npld
that he discharged three gunsto

own.
it having been thought at th(- time,
the \Vnsp s two, and as the main- -topmast of the latter ship was shot

away within five minutes after the nctmn commenced, appearances,
at first, were greatly in the enemy’s favour. In eight minutes, the
vuﬂ'dnd mizen topgallant-mast also fell. But, if the fire of the Wasp
was the most deliberate, it was much the most dm(llv
In consequence of the fall of the main-topmast of the American
ship, which, with the main-topsail-yard, lodged on the fore and fore-
topsail braces, it became next to impossible to haul any of the yards
- had circumstances required it, hut the battle was continued with great

' y
. gpirit on both sides, until the ships had gradually closed so near, that
the bends of the Wasp rubbed against her antagonist’s bows. Here

the vessels came foul, the bowsprit of the enemy passing in over the
quarter-deck of the Wasp, forcing her bows up into the wind, and
¢ enabling the latter to throw in a close raking fire.

When Captain Jones perceived the effect of the enemy’s fire on
hl\\\pdl‘\ and rigging, it was his intention to board, and he had closed
fvith this view ; ; but finding his ship in so favourable a position to
he countermanded an order to that effect, and
The vessels were now so
ammers hit

rake the enemy,
directed a fresh broadside to be delivered.
near that in loading some of the Wasp’s guns, the

1igainst the bows of her antagonist, and the pe ()pl(\ of the English
| he dis-

.
¢

ship could no longer be kept at their quarters forward.
charge of one or two of the « umn,uh s swept the enemy’s decks!
when the impetuosity of the Wasp’s crew could no longer be restrain-

ed, and they began to leap into the rigging, and fmm thence on the
As soon as Mr. Biddle, the first lieutenant of

i bhowsprit of the brig.
s the Wasp, found that the pcople were not to be restraine d, he sprang
» e into_the rigging, followed by Lieutenant G. Rodgers and a party of
officers and men, and the atte mpt to board was seriously made. On

the forecastle of the brig, Mr. Biddle passed all his own people, but
Two or three officers were

The decks were strewed with

there was no enemy to oppose him.

standing aft, most of them bleeding.
killed and wuun(h »d, but not a common hand was at his station, all

of those that were able having gone below, with the exception of the
The latter had llldllll.llll(‘(] his post, with the spirit

man at the wheel.
of a true seaman, to the very last.

The English officers threw down their swords, in token of sub-
mission, as Mr. Biddle passed aft, and it ought te be : added, to the
credit of the conquerors, notwithstanding the excitement of such
scenes are too apt to lead even the disciplined into excesses, not an
enemy, was injured by the boarders. Mr. Biddle sprang into the
main rigeing, and lowered the English flag with his own hands, when

*he combat ceased, after a duration of 43 minutes.
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'l Iu, prize tur ncd out to l)(- the Brlthh sloop ()f war I mll(' 18 (,dp-
tain Whinyates, homeward bound, with the vessels in the llondums
trade under convoy. The Frolic, with the exception of being a brig,
was a vessel of the size and construction of the Wasp. She mount-
ed on her main deck, 16 thirty-two pound carronades, four long
guns, differently slalcd to have been sixes, nines, and t\\ elves, and
\\nh two twelve-pound carronades on ajtopgallant forecastle.  This
armament would make a force greater than that of the Wasp by four
guns, a disparity that i1s not immaterial in vessels so small. The
two crews were pretty equal in numbers, though itis probable that the
Wasp may have had a few men the most, a difference that was of
little moment under the circumstances, more particularly as the
Frolic was a brig, and the battle was fought, by both vessels, under
very short sail.*

The Wasp was cut up aloft to an unusual degree, there having
been no question that her antagonist’s fire was heavy and spirite .d.
The braces and standing rigging were nearly all shot away,

some of the spars that bl()()d were injured.
and five wounded.

and

She had five men l\l“td
The hull sustained no great damage.

The Frolic was also much injured in her spars and rigging, more
particularly in the former ; and the two vessels were hardly separat-
ed, before both her masts fell.  She had been hulled at almost eve ry
discharge, and was virtually a wreck when taken possession of by the
Americans. Her loss in men was never accurately known,
captain, first lieutenant, and master, were wounded ; the two latter,
mortally.  Mr. Biddle, who remained in charge of llw prize, after
so gall: mth boarding lnl stated, that as far as he could dh(i(‘llilill,
she had from 70 to 80 klll(‘d and wounded. Subsequent informa-
tiou, lmwv\'vr, has given.reason to believe that the number was even
sreater.  Captain Whinyates, in his official report, states that not
20 of his crew escaped unhun which would probably raise the casu-
alties to a number between .)0 and 100.

The Frolic had scarcely submitted, when alarge sail was seen
standing towards the two vessels, evidently a ship of force. Ifistruc-
tions were given to Mr. Biddle to make the best of his way to Charles-
ton with the prize, and the Wasp began to make
wtention to continue her cruise

but her

saill, with an
but on opening her canvass, and
turning the reefs out of her l()pmlll\ they were found to be m'.nl\ n
ribane 1~‘ The stranger, which turned out to be the enemy’s bl]l[)
Poictiers 74, hove a shot over the Frolic, in passing, and soon rang-
g up near lhe Wasp, both vessels were captured. The Poictiers
proceeded with her two prizes to Bermuda, and the Americans being
parolled, soon after returned home.

As this was the first combat of the war between vessels of a forc
0 nearly equal as to render cavilling difficult,
much exultation 1in America
of the publie,

the result occasioned
, and greatly increased the confidence
in supposing an American ship had quite as many
claims to conduct, courage, and skill, as her enemies.

"The

Persons of

Wasp's muster-roll, on the morning of the 18th October, contained the names of

v
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reflection attached but little importance, it is true, to the mere fact

that a few cruisers had been taken in single combat, but th‘c lld(:u' of
British invincibility was dcstroyv.d, und the vast n‘m{ul r]'uu tsl w.(:-rle
distinctly foreseen. Men part with their prejudices slowly aln(‘ ].“lt]l
reluctance ; and the warfare on the ocean prqducc(] one ,(T“ t]u\ (}“f( s
in which the contending parties, by prctvndmgto analy xc lt 1'(, three
combats that had now ()C(:lll‘l‘('q, displayed m;}ho‘t,h, :( ?l.s“dm();‘re
ignorance than logic, and much intemperance of language and pre
‘dll]‘(l;ltf;'”:'.lm understood the power of :<h')|n'<, .:llld’("?\':l'lnlllf'q (.].(.‘t;;l?syi
with a real desire to learn the trnth, (]lscm(*x«'(l. that a m“ '(..ll.l 'Id(]
occurred in naval warfare. “’Inl(j Ihvs(: ('nt.n-.s ];()f(‘(,m,( . anc
admitted the superiority of the American rrlg:ll(‘ﬁ,.lll the two (u.tlu.ma
that had occurred, they could not but see that it was not 171‘]‘11'0},)0.1[10'11
to the execution they had done ; and in the q»l)nl)nt lu‘t\\t: (.n tv\u,‘t\\ o
little vessels that has just been r('c(')rdm], the ‘nnpm‘lzuvlty ."L.t.“i:? ‘nf)t
overlooked, that the enemy’s l)l'lf_"}lll(] suffered :fs s(u re .l"(‘.\\‘ n;
men, as it was usual for th(,’.lu':n'u-sr vessels to mm{nn ‘“‘l;r-( n]( ril'
actions. Hitherto English ships-had been compellec 't(; ~u k L.f)?](.
contests with their foes, but now they had only to back the fr t(:{');d.l:
to be certain of being engaged m.lhu muzzles of their gu{'&'l d ‘lf f(
was no falling off in British spirit ; no vessel was unw o.lt'hl )l’ .fm’ 1:
up; for the case of the Alert may be takenas a sm'];rlscu, dll'l(. I(r\f’tl.,
necessary to search for the cause ()r”:l:' sudJen and great (,, f(!l'lr:( lfl'
the character of the new adversary. The rost cavilling (;tr‘a‘(m;»
of the rising reputation of the American martive, were re l}lt;lfllllt‘};
oblized to admit that naval combats were no longer whﬂf l‘l‘(._'\ 'm;‘
been; and the discrect among the enemy, saw the “(vc.(]silft{“ .(t).
greater caution, more laboured preparations, :unlnfvn'm'“ e (F u;~
8 As respects the particular ('mnlmr-l)(*twm-n-tho Wasp an(l . Iv(;lll(;
in the published account nt'-\h(_' [‘311g|l.~‘h captain, lvnll("_l .\tu:.\.\,t“ ‘llls ‘“[('
on the crippled condition of this ship, whvn she went l]m(; .n,v}m‘ . : ;
is admitted that the Frolic had her main-yard on .(f'(r\. \\”u.]n Siie
engaged, and, as little canvass was r'v:pun-d, .hm. .‘x I(r.-s'«ll. \}.ill:
reduced to her fore-and-aft m:uns:nl.. I'here are Cir ””[l.ht.‘“'“ es
which the loss of a brig’s main-topsail wlnuAl(l be of l_h(- ,'L\? ]”;'l"“rt;
tance ; and there are ('in'ulnst:nu'vs,. n‘_::.nn in which it “.ml ( )I( ,“,‘
but little moment. On this occasion'1t (]m's‘nnt nppmlr”t() : |n<
materially influenced the result; :md.t]n- very fact llffxt ”l;‘?.tr("‘\::'l‘h
down, may have prevented the mast from 1;l”!llv2' u]}ll}ll}g t 'nt q,n‘._(?[_i;
ment, instead of falling after it. On (h‘r:nAls of t s “‘l.".r'( ,.1 A
difficult to reason accurately, so much depending on ml;‘m.t( (Im. l]lll\lt
stances, that must cscape the gy-m“r:xl ul».\‘vr\‘('r. ln.v:l (‘(T,! tlu'.”.n“a
of the main-vard converted the Frolic into a h:nlt»llg_rutl( ]'“vy—f.if
species of vessel that is in mueh request among f(‘:!.lll;‘lll,':I:lL which
would require fewer men to manage than a full-rigged brig,
*The English commander in hisaccount of the action however, states that he had suf.

: . ine his topsails. earry
fered in a severe gale on the night preceding the enuazement, losing his topsails, carr
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Captain Jones was promoted shortly after this success, and he was
appointed to the command of the Macedonian 38, which ship had
been purchased and taken into the service. The name of Mr. Bid-
dle, who was an old lientenant, and whose spirited conduct in the
action was much appreciated, was also included in the list of masters
and commanders that was sent into the senate about the same time.*

CHAPTER VL

Squadron of Com. Bainbridge—He sails with only two of his ships-—Challenge to the
Bonne Citoyenne—Action between the Constitution and Java—Action between Hor-
net and Peacock—Congress determines to incrcase the navy--Bainbridge quits the Con-

stitution—Lawrence promoted.

Wiaen Commodore Bainbridge took command of the three vessels
that have been already mentioned, the Constitution 44, his own ship,
and Hornet 18, Captain Lawrence, were lying in the port of Bos-
ton; and the Essex 32, Caprain Porter, had just gone into the Del-
aware. Orders were sent to the latter officer, to rendezvous first at
Port Praya, in the island of St. Jago; and secondly, at Fernando
Noronha. Other places of resort were pointed out ; and he was also
instructed to cruise in the track of the enemy’s Indiamen, until a
time mentioned, when, if he failed to fall in with his senior officer,
he was at liberty to follow his own discretion. As the Essex never
joined the other ships, we shall defer the mention of her active and
highly interesting cruise, to another chapter.

The Constitution and Hornet sailed from Boston on the 26th of
October. Touchin& at the differentrendezvous, where they appeared
in the character of British vessels of war, letters were left for Cap-
tain Porter, under the assumed name of Sir James Yeo, of the
Southampton32,t accordingto arrangement, and the ships proceeded.

Commodore Bainbridee arrived off St. Salvador on the 13th of
December, and the Hornet was sent in to communicate with the

ing is said of any gale, though one had oceurred the day previous. These are some of
the discrepancies with which the historian has to contend, but it is not improbable that

many of them ought to be ascribed to the public officers rather than to the mistakes of
eye-witnesses,

* Captain Jones Mentioned the names of all his officers with approbation. The other
lieutenants were, Mr. George Rodgers, who died a few years since, in the command of

the Brazil station; Booth, since dead, a commander; Claxton, died a commodore in the
Pacific; and Rapp, acting, now dead.

t When the Essex arrived, Captain Porter obtained one of these letters which, in ad-
dition to some common-place matter, contained orders in sympathetic ink, for his future
movements,  Captain Porter relates the occurrence, and givesa copy of the letter, in his
journal of the Essex’s eruise, the nature of the whole transaction appearing on its face.
The letter speaks for itself, yet Captain Porter, in a leading English publication, was
charzed with being guilty of an improper act, for opening a letter directed to another
person!  When national hostility blinds a writer to such a degree as this, h

» puts him-
self without the pale of common sense, if not without that of common honesty




68 NAVAL HISTORY. (1812,
consul. Captain Lawrence found the British sloop of war B()nnv
Citoyenne 18, Captain Green, 1n port, but about to sail for England,
with a very large amount of specie on board. The presence of I]Ila
vessel, suggested a hope of being able to get her out.  After convers-
ing with the consul, that gentleman was empowered to inform the
commander of the English ship, that Captain Lawrence was desirous
of meeting him at sea, and to give the necessary pledges that the
Constitution would be out of the way. A correspondence took place
between the English and American consuls on the subject, and in
the end, Captain Green declined acceding to the proposal.
llu‘r(' may be ocgasions in which 'm officer is justified in giving
an invitation of this kind to an enemy’s ship, since a challenge may
have all the prac tical effects of a ruse de guerre, by getting a vessel
under his guns in this manner, that he lnwln not be able to oet there
in any other way. Had the Hm net taken the Bonne Citoyenne, by
the aid of this provocation, she would have conferred a great benefit
on her country, and mﬂum »d a great injury on the enemy, hgth of
which were the legitimate objects of her cruise ; but challenges of
this sort are rr(\n('rlllv to be avoided, since they may be the means
of (‘mnp(llmg an officer to engage at a moment when it would be
his duty to avoid an action. "T'he commander of a vessel of war is
bound, at all times to retain as perfect a control of his movements as
possible, that he may be in a situation to consult the public good, as
events arise ; and the officer who is pledged to meet his enemy under
prescribed rules, is no longer the master of his own movements,
should general duty suddenly interfere with his particular conven-
tion. There can be no question, that, under his peculiar circum-
stances, Captain Green decided properly, in refusing to meet the
Hornet, though the reason that was given was objecticnable, inas-
much as he appeared to distrust an interference on the part of the

American frigate.
The Constitution left the Hornet to blockade the Bonne Citoyenne

“alone, on the 26th, and stood to the southward, keeping the land
aboard. Ahout 9 A. M. of the 29th, when in lat. 13° 6’ S., and
long. 31° W., or at a distance of ten leagues from the coast, two
strange sail were made, inshore and to windward. One of these
vessels continued to stand in, while the other, which was much the
largest, altered her course in the direction of the American frigate,
which had tacked to close with her. The day was pleasant, there
was but little sea, and the wind was light at E. N. E.

At 11 A. M, l)« ing satisfied that the strange sail was an enemy’s
frigate, the Constitution tacked again to the enmhs\.ud and eastward,
to dr(m her off the land, which was plainly in sight. Atthe same
time, she set Ler royals, and boarded main-tack, in order to effect
this nl)_il'(‘t.

At 12 M. the Constitution showed her colours, and shortly after
the stranger set the Enclish ension. \u_rn s were made ln hoth

ships, but proved to be mutually ||nmtvlllmjl»l<- At 20 minutes past

1, P. M., believing himself far ‘enough from the land, Commodore

Bainbridge took in his main-sail and rovals, and tacked towards the
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So(m after, both \hll)s lmd lhnr hodds fo the s()uth\vard
and eastward, the Lntrlhhnmn being to windward more than a mile
distant, and \wll on the Constitution’s quarter.

The enemy had now hauled down his ensign, though he kept a
jack flying, and Commodore Bainbridge ordere d a shot fired ahead
of lnm, to induce him to show his (,()lours anew. 'This order brought
on a general fire, and the battle commenced at 2, P. M., on both
sides, with a furious cannonade. As in the light wind that prevailed,
the enemy sailed the best, he soon forged ahead, and kept away with
a view to cross the Constitution’s bow, but was foiled by the latter
ship’s waring, which brought the heads of the two combatants once
more to the westward. In pe rforming these evolutions, as the enemy
steered free, and the Constitution luffe d, the vessels got within pistol-

shot, when the former repeated the same attempt, the ships warin
together,

enemy.

o
=]
bringing their heads once more to the eastward. The

Lll“ll\h slnp forcrv iching again, now endeavoured to tack to preserve
the weather gage, but fuhn'r sll(' was obliged to ware, a manceuvre
that the Constitution had (wcunvd before ]n‘r to avoid being raked,
for the wheel of the latter ship had been shot away, and it was diffi
cult to watch the vessel with the helm, as closely as was desirable.
The Constitution, notwithstanding, was the first in coming to the
wind on the other tack, and she got an efficient raking fire at her
opponent.

Both vessels now ran off free, with the wind on the quarter, the
English ship still to windward, when the latter being greatly injured
made an attempt to close, at 55 minutes past 2, by running down on
the Constitution’s quarter. Her jib-boom ran into the Constitution’s
mizen rigging, in which situation she suffered severely, without being
able to effect her purpose. 'The head of her bowsprit was soon shot
away, and in a few minutes after, her foremast came by the board.
The Constitution shot ahead, keeping away to avoid being raked ;
and in separating, the stump of the enemy’s bowsprit passed over the
American frigate® taffrail.

The two ships now brought the wind abeam again, with their
heads to the eastward, and the Constitution having forereached, in
consequence of carrying the most sail, wore, passed her antagonist,
luffed up under his quarter, wore again, and the Englishman having
kept away, the vessels came alongside of each other, and engaged
for a short time, yard-arm and yard-arm. In a few minutes the en-
emy lost his mizen-mast, leaving nothing standing but his main-mast,
with the yard shot away near th(- slings.  As his fire had ceased, lht:
Constitution hauled aboard her tacks, and luffed athwart her antag-
onist’s bow ; passing out of the combat to windward, at five minutes
past 4, with her topsails, courses, spanker, and jib set. Inexecuting
this maneceuvre, Commodore B(unhndm' was under the impression
that the enemy had struck, the ensign which had been hoisted in his
main-ricging being down, his ship a wreck, and his fire silenced.

The Constitution having got a favourable weatherly position,
passed an hour in repairing damages, and in securing her masts ; it
being all-importaut to an American frigate so far from home, without
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colonies or militafy stations to repair to, and an ocean to traverse that
was covered with enemies, to look vigilantly to these great auxilia-
ries. In about an hour, observing an ensign still flying on board his
enemy, Commodore Bumlnul«rv wore mund, and stnndm" directly

across his fore-foot, the Lnglhh vessel anticipated his fire l)_y striking,

The Constitution immediately wore, with her head on the same

ack as the captured vessel, hoisted out a boat, and sent Mr. Parker,
her first lieutenant, to take possession. 'The prize proved to be the
British frigate Java 38, Captain Lambert, bound to the East Indies,

having on board as passengers, Lieutenant General Hislop and staff,
together with several supernumerary sca-officers, and a considerable
number of men, intended for other ships.

This combat lasted near two hours, from the commencement to
the end of the firing, and it had been \\‘lrmly contested on both sides,
but with very different results. Although there was more manauvr-
ing than common, the Java had been literally picked to pieces by
shot, spar following spar, until she had not one left. Her foremast
was first cut away nearthe cat-harpings, and afterwards, by a double-
headed shot, about five-and-twenty feet from the deck.” The main-
topmast went early, and the main-mast fell after the Constitution
hauled off. The mizen-mast was shot out of the ship, afew feet

from the deck, and the bowsprit near the cap. Her hull was also
and her loss in men, according to the British pub-

greatly injured ;

lished accounts, was 22 killed and 102 wounded ; though there is

good reason for supposing it was considerably greater. Commodore
There may

g

Bainbridee stated it at 60 killed and 101 wounded.
have been some discrepancy in these statements, in consequence of
the great number of supernumeraries on board the Java, which ship
is said to have had more than 400 men in her when taken, or near
100 more than her regular complement.* Captain Lambert, of the
Java, was mortally wounded ; and one of her lieutenants, the mas-

ter, and many of her inferior officers, were slain, orse riously hurt.

The Constitution did not lose a spar!  She went into action with

her royal yards across, and came out of it with all three of them in
their places.  An eighteen-pound shot passed through her mizen-
mast ; the fore-mast was slightly wounded, and the main-mast was
untouched. The main-topmast was also slightly wounded ; a few
other spars were hit, without being carried away; the running
rigging was a good deal cut; several shrouds were parted, and the
ship received a few round shot in her hull.  Of her crew, 9 were
killed, and 25 were wounded. Among the latter were Commodore
Bainbridge, and the junior lieutenant, Mr. Alwyn. The last died
of his injurics, some time after the action, C ommodore Bainbridee
was slichtly hurt in the hip, early in the engagement, by a musket-
ball ; and the shot that carried away the wheel, drove a small copper

*The

rics.  Commo:dore Bainbridge r
and boys, exclusively of 8 passengers and 9 Portnguese seamen, making 378 souls.  If
to thes be added the 22 allowed to be killed by

ed. Butitis said that a muster-list, made five days after the Java sailed, ¢

446 names,

British accounts state the erew of the Java at 377 men inclading supernumera-
reports that he furloughed 361 officers, seamen, marines,

the enemy, a total of just 400 i obtain-
contained just
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bolt into llls thigh, mﬂu,mw a dangerous w ound tllowrll he kept the
deck until nu(lmuht »

Although the injuries to the hull of the Java were not of a nature
to wndu ‘her being carried into port difficult, the smoothness of the
sea having prcvcnlul her from receiving many shot below the water-
line, there existegd many objections to attempting it. In the first
place, it was km:\n that the Brazilian government was favourable to
that of Great Britain, and there had l)u :n strong proof of it during
the recent visit of Commodore Bainbridge to \t. Salvador. That
officer, therefore felt a hesitation dh()u[tmstmtrlm prize in a Brazil-
ian port. The dlﬂlu:lty of obtaining masts of thc necessary size, the
distance from home, and the risks of recapture, on nearing the coast,
united to render it expedient to destroy her.  After lying by her two
or three days, therefore, with a view to remove the wounded with
proper care, the Java was blown up, and the Constitution made the
best of her way to St. Salvador, where she immediately landed her
prisoners on parole.

Throughout the whole of the transactions connected with the
intcrests and feelings of the officers and men lie had captured, Com-
modore B.unhrld‘rv manifested a liberality and delicacy, that tended

to relieve the miseries that war necessarily inflicts, and which appear
to have left a deep impression on the enemy.

The same general peculiarities attended this combat, as had dis-
tinguished the two other cases of frigate actions. In all three, the

American vessels were superior to their antagonists ; but in all three,
had the difference in execution been greatly out of proportion to the
disparity in force. 'The Java, like the Guerriere, had been well
handled, but her fire had been badly aimed ; and it began to be no
longer believed that the broadside of an English ship was as formida-
ble asit had been represented. It would seem that the Constitution
actually waore six times, after the action had fairly commenced; and
allowing for the positions of the ships, the lightness of the wind, and
the space that it was necessary to run, in order to avoid being raked
while executing these evolutions, it is probable that the cannonade
did not actually occupy an hour. The action must have terminated
some miles to leeward of the spot where it commenced.t

*Seme touching anecdotes are related of the incidents of this combat. Two Marble-
hiead seamen, brothers, of the name of Cheever, were on board the Constitution, one was
killed, and the other mortally wounded. Itis said that there were twins, midshipmen,
in the Java, and that both were killed.

tThe discussion in the public prints, which naturally followed the different combats
in nations speaking the same language, brought forth some minute statements at the
time, that seem to have been hetter founde ul than common. By one of these statements,
which was evidently made by an officer of the Constitution, that ship mounted, in the
action with the Java, 54 guns, and threw 677 lbs. 50z. of metal at a broadside; the ap-
parent deficiency between the metal and the knnwn caliber of the guns, arising Y'mm
short weight in the shot.  On the other hand the Java is said to have mounted 49 guns,
and 1o have thrown 605 1bs. of metal at a broadside. It is affirmed in this account, llml
the Java's eighteens threw a shot that weighed 19 1bs. If French eighteens, the shot
ouzht to have weighed near 194 1bs,, and the Java had certainly been a French ship.
Whether she retained her old armament or not, is not known. That the American shot,
during all this war, were generally light, would seem to be certain. There may not
have been perfectaccuracy in the statement alluded to, but it is probable that the actual
difference between the broadsides of the two ships, was much less than the apparent.
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On reaching St. Sdlmdor, (‘mnmodow B.nnl)nd(rc found the Hor-
net ()ﬂfum pert, and it was understood that the Bonnc Citoyenne had
hove-short, with an intention of going to sea that night.  T'he arrival
of the Constitution appears to have pmduced a change in this plan,
if it everexisted. Remaining a few days in port to land his prisoners,
and to complete his arrangements, Commodore Bainbridge sailed
for America, January 6, l*l 3, and arrived at Boston on the 27th of
February, .mc: an absence of four months.

The Hornet was left with orders that were substantially discretion-
ary. She remained off’ St. Salvador, blockading the Bonne Citoy-
enne, alone, for eighte (-nd.n\ when she was (,h.lscd into the Imxlmur
by the Moutagu 44, which vessel had come to relieve the enemy’s
sloop of war from the awkward necessity of fighting with so much

treasure on board, or of the still more unpleasant dilemma of appear-
It was late in the

ing indisposed to meet a ship of equal force
evening when the Montagu approached, and the Hornet availed her
self of the darkness to ware and stand out again, passing into the

offing without further molestation.
Captain Lawrence now hauled by the wind, to the northward and

castward, with theintention of going off Pernambuco. He made a
few prizes, and continued cruising down the coast, until the 24th of
February, when the ship was near the mouth of Demarara river.
Here he gave chase to a brig, which drew him into quarter less five,
when, havin® no pilot, he deemed it prudent to haul off shore. At

this moment he supposed himself to be about two and a half leagues
from the fort at the entrance of the river. As she had an English
ensign set, and bore every appearance of being a man-of-war, it was
determined to attack her. While the Hornet was beating round the
Carobana bank, which lay between her and the enemy, with a view
at the latter, another sail was made on her weather quarter,
It was now half past 3 P. M., and the

with her original intentiou,

to ¢t
edging down towards her.
Iornet continuing to turn to. windward,
by twenty minutes past 4 the second stranger was made out to be

large man-of-war brig, and soon after he slm\\( d English colours.

As soon as her captain was satisfied that the vessel approaching
was an enemy, the Hornet was cleared for action, and her pmplv
went to quarters.  The ship was kept close by the wind, in order to
gain the weather gage, the enemy still runping free. At 5 10, feel-
ing certain that he could weather the lm'rhkh<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>