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ART. XXIl.—Case of Fatal Jaundice, with remarks. By A. F.
Hormes, M.D., Professor of Medicine, McGill College.

Jaundice in its ordinary acute form, is generally recognized as o dis-
case devoid of danger. running a course which termirates after an uncer-
tain time in the gradual disappearance of the characteristic symptoms,
and the return of health. Yet, it has been long known, that exceptions
to this geaeral rule are occasionally met with<, and receat observations
seem {o shew that they are of more frequent occurrence, than they have
hitherto been thought to be. Cases of this kind have been noticed by
Hippocrates, who says, “stupor with delirium in jaundice isa fatal symp-
tom ;” by Morgagni, and more recently by Kiernan, Bright, Alison, &e.
Dr. Budd, inhis recent work on the liver, has collected a number of such
described by former authors, and has added to them several which he
bas had the opportunity of seeing. He characterizes them as “this
terrible disease,” and the coses which he enumerates will go far te
change the category it which joundice is to bLe classed, ond preduce
anxiety relative to cases, which we might otherwise have regarded as
oftittle importance.f

In corroboration of the fact that cases of fulal jaundice are by no
means infrequent, I refer to ene, the account of which is given by Dr.
Wright, in the Nuvember No. of this Journal, and to the one which I
Lew subnuit.

CASE.
* November &, 1835 (Thursday.)—I was requested to visit Mrs. C

—

* In the very meagre article on juundice,in * the Cyclopodia of Practical Medicine,” by
I Burder, scareely an allusisn is made to its being fatal.
: tThat accurate auther, Aberciombie, was, however, fully aware of the danger of this
tse, for, he says, “ jaundice, however, even when arising from causes apparently transi-
“-‘.ls never to be look upon as free from danger.”>~—0On Dis. of Stom.  Ed. 1828. P. 373-
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aged 30, tall and of moderate fuluess ; is in the sixth month of second
pregnancy ; has usually enjoyed good health ; but three years ago had
a very severe attack of small pox, though she had undergone vaccina-
tion. I obtained the following history :—

On Friday, 20d.—She felt indisposed ; indisposition continued through
Saturday and Sunday, but she was well enongh to go to church on the
evening of the latter day. On returning, however, she felt much worse,
and went to bed early. On Monday, she lay all day. took a dose of salts
which operated. On Tuesday, it was noticed that she was yellow ; one
of her friends observing that she looked asif she had the jaundice. She
commenced vomiting, which continued until I saw her, when the irrita-
bility of stomach was extreme. Her bowels had not been open since
Tuesday ; countenence distressed, skin aud eyes of a deep yellow (so
deep as to induce her friend toask if she had not the black jaundice),
urine deep brownish red and scanty ; complains when pressure is made at
serob. cordis, andalong edge of right ribs. Puise of natural frequency and
soft, skin of natural temperature, tongue clean, no Leadache, quite calm
and intelligent, describes her feelings perfectly, and says she could sleep
all the time; she satup in bed to allow of better inspection; vomits
drink immediately, but says it does not return bitter.

Ordered eflervescing drink from time to time; also a few drops of
laudanum and sp. ammon. arom. after each vomiting ; also a pill of co-
locynth and gamboge at night.

Friday, 9th, 10, A M.—Early in the last evening, became irritable ;
refused to take tl.e medicines; finally became delirious ; wishing to
cet out of bed 3 's now lying drowsy ; disinclined to move, or to be dis-
turbed ; pulse siarcely more than natural, soft and compressible ; no
heat of head 5 vomiting ceased aboul midnight; no stool; passed no
water; does not :eem to be conscions of tenderness along the ribs; can
be roused with some difficulty. T administered the pill, and gave hera
drink of water ater it; she said she had swallowed it. Ordered

cnema.

12, Noon.—Saw her with Dr. IIall; nearly comatose ; seemed irri-
tated when ruoved, and resisted ; turned herself suddenly in the bed;
got her to put out her tongue, which appeared clean, except that the
semi-liquified pill—not having been swallowed—formed a coating on
one side, shewing her insensibility; head no warmer than natural;
pupils contracted ; face not flushed, and carotids not hard; pulse 112,
of moderate fulness, but very compressible; surface generally warm;
no vomitiug ; no stool, or urine.

About 18 oz. of blood were taken ; hair cut close; head to be wetted
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with alcohol for evaporation ; blister to nape, and between shonlders;
ca.lomel 3i. statim, et post horas duas, ol. tig. gtt. ij. .

6, 2.M.—Complete coma ; pupils stall small pulse 112; no buffiness
on blood no vomiting; no stool; no convulsxve movewent; apply
sinapismns to feet and legs, which are not cold ; blister over liver; ca-
lomel grx. ow. bihor, ol. tig gttij. at 9, P32

Died at 54, A.M., of 10th, (Suturday), 413 hours after my first visit.

Autopsy 50 hours alter death ; decomposition had commenced.

Abdomen--Intestines inflated, without any uppearance of inilammation,
but reddeued here and there with congested vesse's, and eflused blood
in maculae of different sizes. ihe mesentery, in like mauner, was
spotted with specks of blood. No iluid iz abdomen. Stomach pre-
sented wothing hmpurtant; nor spleen, which was natural in size.
Kidneys large, vchre-yellow on surfuce; within congested, and tubuli
ecchymosed ; weighing 7} and Svz.  Liver much dinunished, especially
left lobe, which was very thin,and of ochre-yellow throughout, with
searcely any congestion.  The righit lobe wus proportionally less reduced
in size,und of 4 dark red colour, especiully tuwards depe 1ding portion.
When upper part was cut into, the yellow appearance was very distinct,
small central dark pownts being surrounded by yellow-coloured substance.
The whole was very soft, breakmg down under the finger. The weight
was 2 Jbs. 4 0z, The biliury ducts were pervious. The gull bladder
contained some fluid, probubly bile, Lut reddened by transudation of
blood. Thorux not exaiuiued.

Head.—Dura matcr, on both sides, of a geperally yellow aspect, but
color very distinct in sume sputs, apd- scarcely seen i others. Spinal
arteries f{ull of blood. DBruw wnearly natural in cousistence, with
many red points on section ; scurcely avy fhd under arachuoid, or in
ventricles, and very little at base.

REMARKS.

How do the instances uf this “ terrible disease” differ from ordinary
cases of icterus?  One importunt difference is, that the bile ducts are
in almost all the cases patent; and auvother, that there is a deficiency of
bile in the swwall biliary vessels. If we suppose with Cullen, that * bile
cannot produce jaundice from any interruption of its secretion, but, after
it has been secreted, must be taken into the bloud-vessels,” how are
weto explain these facts? The icterus spasnodicus, which he supposed,
might, indeed, account for the sndden evolution of jaundice post pathe-
mata mentis, but would not explain the two conditions above stated.
That strong mental emotions have frequently been followed Ly sudden
jarndice is certain, for, as Dr. Watson says, “ there are scores of in-
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stances to the same effect,” and, that these cases are of a natuare similar
to those narrated in this paper appears from his continuation, “ theyare
often fatal with head symptoms—convulsions, delirium, or coma—su-
pervening npon the jaundice.” That they are not alwaysof this grave
character, however. appears from the cases quoted by Abercrombie, and
especially of the medical man, who invariably became jaundiced when-
ever he had a case causing him much anxiety. We must, then, give
up Cullen’s explanation, and join those who see in such cases not only
a retention,but a suppression of the biliary secretion. Darwin long
ago spoke of a “ paralysis” of the liver, though his cases, illustrative of
it,are not at all similar to these I am now writing of. Copland notices
a variety of jaundice cansed by ¢ suspension or arrest of the secretive
functions,” calling it pseudo-jaundice, “ in which bile is not secreted, or
formed from its elements in the blood, owing either 1o a paralysed or
suspended slate of the vital action of the liver, or to disorganization of
it to an extent quite subversive of its functions. In either case the ele-
ments, from which the bile is formned, accumulate in the blood.”

Now, assuming the correctness of this statemecut, we shall have such
an explanation as will meet the two circumstances noted above; and
we use it in concluding that the jaundice in these cases has not arisen
from obstruction tu the low of bile from the I« -r to the duodenum, but
in the partial or total failure of its sccretion, and in ils retention—or,
at least, of 1ts pigment—in the blood.*

But, we inquire again, why do such cases ditier m their rapd fatal
terminations from ordinary cases of jaundice ? s it the retention of the
bile which poisons the blood, and, as in the analogous case of uremia, 1
impairs the functions of the brain?  'We might say so « priore, but there
scems to be sufficient reason to regurd this as insufficient and unsatis-
factory.

In all eases of jaundice, a lurge quantity of bile must always be cir-
culating in the blood ; the secretions, even the humours of the eye, beiog

«f am aware that this reasoning is ol 1n accordance with the conciusion of Ythe moel
recent chemico-pbysiologist [ Lehmann] that the bile is not formed w the blood. His words
are, % It may be regarded as an established fact, that the essential constituents of the bile
are primarily formed in the liver.—Am. Ed., p. 476.” Notwithstandiiig, bite-prgment
and the biliary acids are fourd in morbid blood.

Here again Lehmann is at variance with most authorities, who assert that urea relained
1n the blood causes the head-symptoms following suppression ot the secretion of the kud-
neys. He refers these to the ammonia ansing from the decomposition of urea, and reter-
ing to the expeniments of Stannius, says that he ‘* has adduced the wnost certain proof
that, at all events, the phenomena of uremia cannot be deperdent on the mere retention of
urea.”—p. 623.



HOLMES—CASBE OF FATAL JAUNDICE. 285

often deeply stained. The obstruction sometimes lasts {or a considerable
time, but, with the exception of mere drowsiness, no head-syniptoms
are developed. This is still more strikingly cvidenced in cases in
which the ductus choledochus has been permanently closed. This has
been brought about sometimes by the impaction of gall-stones ; at other
times, by the entire closure of the duct itseif. In such cases the ducts,
nearet the liver than the obstruction, are observed to be enormously
dilated, and gorged with bile, which alsoc fills the minute branches with-
inthe liver. Here the bile, if formed, must be re-absorbed, or the biliary
congestion may so interfere with the secreiion as to produce a species of
suppression. In either case the blood will have been for a long period
subject to the noxious influence of the bile mingled with it.

If, then, the mere residence of bilious matter, often tu a large extent,
within the blood cannot explain the different results of the cases, to what
are we to attribute them 7 It is evident froin their history that the
noxious influence was suddeu i its production, fur the head-symptoms
usnally supervened when no previous idea of danger existed.

Dr. Budd has offered two speculations on the subject :— T'he first s,
that these sywptowms are caused by the direct aetion of the poison
which cansed the jaundice. A dithicnlty is the sidden and unexpected
occurrence of the head symutoms uiter the juundice had lasted some
time. It is ctear that sume deadly agency came then suddenly to act
on the nervous system. 1f'this were the poison which had before arrested
the secretion of the liver, it wmust have been retained in the liver, like
globules of pus or mercury, and, trom some cause or other,have been sud .
denly liberated to exert iis nction on the nervons system. An other
sipposition that offers u beiler explavution is, thal s consequence of
decomposition of the retained principles ol the bile, or of the broken up
hepatic cells, some peculiar noxious agent is mvulved. wlieh is the real
tause of the malignant symptoms.”—p. 261, 2nd kd.

Not'agreeing with the puthology here given, L slll first reter to the
remarkable anatomical condition of the hiver, und thea vier an expla-
ustion deduced from it, and guite suflicient to account fur the formid-
gble symptoms oecasionally met with,  The hiver is touud always greatly
disorganized, and generally much reduced in size,n circumstance which

hasled the celebrated Rokitansky—though 1 think improperly—to give
this condit ion the name of * yellow atrophy.” Thisterm imples an alter-
dion of the nutrient function,and is usually understvod as denoting ac-
lionina gradual manner, while,in those cases of fatul juundice, the change
srapid and disorganising. In the case of” Mrs. C., the liver weighed
tt2 1b. 4 oz., while a healthy liver weighs about 4 lbs.: and its sub-
Wance was so soft as readily to break down under the fiugers into
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a thick fluid. Similar changes are spoken of in the cases of D,
Budd, who, by microscopical examination, has found the secreting cells
entirely destroyed, or greatly diminished, their place being occupied
only by granular matter, resulting from their change. Rokitansky,and
more recently, Wedl, deseribe the appearances quite similarly. The
latter thus speuks:—¢¢ 'I'be wost remarkable histological character of the
affcction Js secen in the merely rudimentary coundition, or entire dissolu-
tion of the hepatic cells. Yor in the softened parts, merely rounded
nuclei are observable, sometimes quite free, sometimes surrcunded by a
group of dark yellow, brownish yellow, or reddish brown pigment mole-
cules. Iarenchymatous cells ina better state of preservation,and retaining
their polygonal outline, are extremely rare, and exist, in any considerable
quantity, only when the softening is less advanced. Ultimately, the
nuclei of the heputic cells also disappear, nothing being visible but a
tine molecujar substance with aggregated and solitary, larger or sialler
fat-globles.”—Path. Hist. p. 254, Syd. Ed.

Now, when we lock to the size and importance ot the liver, and tothe
extensive—sometimes almost total—structural disintegration which it
has undergone 5 can it be surprising that the whele system shouald sym-
pathize with it, and that the shoek thierchby given to the nervons system
should manifest itself by the usuad phenomena indicative of irritation or
farfure ol the organ of innervation.  There is nothing strange in it, for
we see the same cecurrence in cases where there can be ro suspicion of
toxlhiemia, as, for instance, in fatal cases of pericarditis. Dr. Latham,
speaking of the ditficultics of the diagnosis of that disease, has mentioned
cases where the symptoms during hie were those of affection of the
brain, while, after dcath, no tace of discasc could be found in that
organ, but the pencardinm manifested unequivocal signs of recent inflam-
wation.:  Dr. Watson urges the necessity of attentiou to head-symptoms
oceurring in acute rheumatism, as indicating, generally, latent affection
ot the pericardimm, stating that such cases might be mistaken for men-
mgius.t To this same purport we find Andralf, after giving a case of
 pericardite aigue saus ancun symptdme characteristique,” and in
which the characters werce those of  meningite,” remarking :—¢ Il n'est
pas d’organe, dont lu lesion ne puisse determiner les symptomes nerveux
les plus variés,” &e.  Again, the appearance of delirium and other ner-
vous symptoms s well kuown as not uncomnmon, and as giving rise to
an unfavourable proguosis 1 the latter stages of pueumonia, &c., &¢.

*Bssuy V. London Medical Gazette, vol. hi.  p. 209.
tlectures. Am. Ed., 1848. p. 490.
{Ciigue Medicale, tom 3. p. 32.
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1think, therefore, that we need not seek for any contamination of the
blood to explain the sndden intervention of the nervous symptors, inas-
much as we havca ready explanation in the sympathy of the brain with
the rapid disorganization of an essential organ.

The great practical yuestion m reference to these severe forms of
g 1

janndice is, what is the morbid action, or morbific inflaence, wpon which
the disease depends? Is it inflamumatory, or is it not?

- The opinion of Dr. Budd has been already given. e is clear against
the inflammatory nature of the complaint, and refers it toa poisoned con-
dition of the blood, producing snppression of the hiliary secretion, and
resulting in the disintegration and destruction of the secreting cells of
the liver, while the toxic influence of the contaminated blood on the
brain gives rise tothe severc and fatal head-symptoms. Rokitansky,
the highest authority on pathological anatomy, ranks the disease amon®
atrophies, or diseases of nutrition, but,—rather inconsistently as appears
to me,—describes it as marked by symptoms very different from those of
ordinary atrophy. Thus, he say®8: ¢ This afection is characterized hy
extreme rapidity in the reduction of size. 7t is remarkable for the rapid
course it runs, for extreme tenderness of tha liver, nervous attacks and
pundice ; it terminates fatally with febrile symptoms of a disorganized
sate of the blood, irritation of ‘the brain and its membranes, and
with symptoms of ezudation and suppuration generally, and especially
ifthe mucous membnne, pnevmonia, &e.” Wonld not on~ snppose he
was describing a case of pymia? A later investigator—We.!l—of the
ame school distinctly contradicts the opinion of the great Viennese
mthologist, He says: * The condition termed by Rokitansky ¢ yellow
.bepatic atrophy’ must be regarded asa diffuse hepatitis in which the
mrenchyma of the organ js softened in consequence of the albuminous
mdation, &c., &c.”

Ishall conclude this paper, which has extended much beyond what I
tfirst intended, by guoting from that excellent hut, unfortunately, un-
fnished work, ¢ The Elements of the Practice of Medicine,” by Drs.
ight and Addison, published in 1839. It will be found to contain the
iption of a disease identical with that of which we have been
ing, and referring especially to its occasional fatal termination
thout, however, attributing any especial peculiarity, and agreeing
pletely in the view of Wedl as to its pathology. The identification
the « yellow atrophy” of Rokitansky,and of the « fatal jaundice” of
» with the “ sub-acute hepatitis”of Bright and Addison, will be of im-

=
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portance practically, relieving our minds from the dread ot having to
combat an unknown obscure disease ; while on the other hand, it im-
presses the need of a mmore careful investigation of cases of janndice than
they are usually thought to require, and directs us to a rational and
successful methodus medendi :—

“ SUB-ACUTE INFLAMMATION OF THE LIVER.

«The liver is subject to another form of inflammation, which pervades
the whole organ mwore generally than in acute hepatitis, but is not
marked by such severe symptoms. It frequently comes on very insi-
diously, &c. In a day or two the conjunctiva becomes tinged, and in
a few days more, there is universal bright bilious suffusion of the skin
—frequently some degree of teuderness about the region of the liver,
Cases of the lessacute kind generally yield readily to treatment ifadopted
early, and they form a large proportion of the cases of simple jaundiee
awhich present themsclves tn practice. In other cases, the inflammatory
action is attended with much more severe symptoms, with considerable
pyrexia, &c., while a jaundice of the most intense colour is diffused over
the whole surface. When the disease assumes a more active and febrile
form, symptoms referable to the Lrain and nervous system, and which
appear partly to depend on the deleterious effects of bile circulating
with the blood, are very strongly marked, &c.

« Morbid appearances—The condition of the liver differs according to
the period at which the disease has proved fatal, but, in general, the
size of that organ is not materiaily increased, though, on the contrary, itis
not unfrequently perceptidly diminished, There is no acecumulation of
bile in the minute ducts, &c. On examining the gall-bladder it is
found to contain little bile, and sometimes scarcely a trace, &c. When
the disease has terminated early, the whole liver feels soft and flaccid,
the whole surface appears variegated of a light yellow, and dark red, or
purple in patches,—certain portions even undergoing a process of chaoge
or disorganization,—throngh the whole substance of liver. Ii'the disease
has not proved fatalat an early period, we find the structure extensively
altered, &c. Any decided marks of suppuration are rare, &c. Treat-
ment recommended decidedly antiphlogistic, though generally not severe
—general bleeding if febrile symptoms cousiderable, but usually only
local—-purgatives and mercury.”
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An-~ XXIUT.—M:dicyt Education at the MclFi University, ]\Iq}ztreat’.
By W. Hrewry Tiqe 7LD Inspestor {ieneral of Hospitals, H.P.
&e.

Phe writer 115 boan for many yvears wa atientive observer of the
courses of instrnetioa in this institution but during the last four, he
has more capecially regirdad the working of the Faculty of medicine,
in which bis eldest sun was, and continues a pupil.  Another boy of
hisis 2 stndent in arts,and a third attending the High school, connected
with the nniversity. So that the writer, otherwise entirely disinterested,
feels o personal and paternal interest in the establishment, and the
teaching it affords.

Under the impression that the benefits ansing from ti's munificent
heptest to the city of Mon.re .1, are underrated from ouly partinl acquain-
ta1 ce with them,u 2w remurks are placed at the dispesal of the editors,
Tt is, doubt less, presumpiucus to assume the characterol a crtie, and te
offer publiciy un onivien, either favouralle or uni{avourable, of such a
body ; yet, conceiving, however inadequate his abilitics may be to do
justice fo the sublect, that the writer possesses ccrtain advantages,
enabling him to form u correct judgumient in the case, he hesitates not
to expressat, though at the risk of ceusure.

After matricuwation in Trinity college Dublin, and passiug two years
there in medical and miscellaneous study, the writer spent a season ata
Scoteh University, and then completed his professional education by a
year’s residence in London, when he entered the army os a medical
officer.  Since that time he h < acquninted himself with the teaching
of the Paris and Vieuna medical schools; whilst, during 44} years
service, in war awrd peace, through various climates and countries,
from a Jow to a high grade of rank, the writer has enjoyed the benefit
of very large practice. These personal explanations are disagreecable,
and not in the best taste, yet, perhaps, necessary, to show the qualifica-
tions, the writer ought to possess, and lessen his presumption in muking
the present communication.

The remark ascribed to Lord Brougham, ¢ the school-master is
abroad,” has lust nothing of truth by its triteness. Ow the contrary, it
now possesses the force aud respectabibity ofa proverb. And the children
and youth of the present age, cannot be sufficieatly grateful for the
increased fucitities they possess of storing and saturating their minds
with multifarious knowledge, nor should this feeling be confived to the
younger classes. e all see.and many of us comprehend, phenomena
every day, which would have appeared incomprehensible and incredible,
or absolute miracles to our ancestors. * Whilst enough of the mysterious
and inscrutuble is left to keep the highest auman intellect humble, and
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in profoun:d veneration of the wgreat First Cunse and T'pholder of all
things.

In all educational institations of charaeter and respectability the
professors and teachers, must not ouiy be masters in their respective
branches, according to the hizhest authonties, hut aiso geuerally well
acquainted with science and literature, so tint they may beable to keep
themselves au conrant de jour. aud to acquire and impard every thing
new and inportant thut may be any where discovered.  The writer has
coad reason to believe, that in the faculiies of arts and law, the tcachers
ure thus qualified and disposed.  With regard to his own profession he
is sure that the medical faculiv in this manner habitually arrest old
Chironos by the furelock, and rob him ¢f his treasvre.

Within the last twenty, or twenty-five years, ene important item
s been added to the regular course of instruction in medical schools;
namely,stated weekly examinations of the students in the classes 3 and
this is carcfully aud regularly practised by the medical professors. It is
needless to point out the mumerous benefits, both to the teachers and
the tanght from these examinations. In them the professors sound the
capacities and requirements of the stndents, and adept their instruction
sccordingly ; and the pupls are furnished with a strong additional
motive for study in the necessity of answering creditably in those
wveekly examinations.

The writer has attended all the introductory medical lectnres of the
present session ; and here begs to acknowledge, with thanks, the kind-
ness and courtesy he has received. It wonld be invidious, and most
improper to mention any as deserving of special commendation, where
all were praise-worthy, thongh, as could not be otherwise, some ina
higher degree than others. The writer believes, that, on the whole
they will bear well a coraparison, not only with the leciures of similar

*Ancxtract from a book, published 1n Quebec, in 1839 is here respectfully submitted
to medical studants in Canada, ¢ although 1tis a right and lawful thing, atter fatigue, to
idulge in the luxury of a good cigar o1 twe, with a temperate accompaniment of diluted
stimulus, vinous or alcoholic ; or, what is far better, out of the restorative cup that

¢ ———checrs, but not inebriates.”

stll, 1 must here entei :ny strong and solemn protest against the pernicious abuse of im-
moderate smoking, now so general—morning, noon, inidnight, eternal smoking. 1t
imposaible but that this vile adoption of a vulgar, foreign sensuality, and incessant stimu-
jatior: of brain and heart, must weaken nervous power, clog the secretions, impair the
digestion, disturb the understanding, stint the growth of the young, and shorten the days
both of young and old. Already are the national stamina encrvated by this emasculating
habit ; and in another generation the manly, moral, and physical attributes of the higher
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institutions on th:s Coutinent, but aiso iv Great Britain and Ireland.’
The stitlents were qrictaind aticativef .

The woriter has also wften wtt-uded the practive of the g2ereral hospi-
tal duringr the Just foar yemr e, Here he vay be wllowed te be a judge,
and he liesitates 1ot to say that he wever witnessed niore seiontific or
successiid provetice, thin s tius estabishment.  =cveral of the eapital
surgical operations wenld Do opolanded ds London, Dublin,or Edin-
burgh.

There isa sclect medica? hbrary for the stndents, and a small, but
growing museaum of Morhil preparations; and much earc is devoted to
their instruction i practic.l auatomy, fur which adeauate facilities are
afforded at g reasonable ratr.  This vear a elass in Nutueol History has
been established by the Urinvipal of the aniversity, to wiuch the medical
students hinve tree admissioize

Suchis the weakuess of i'iman natnre that when there are rival in-
terests in auy corporation, there will be ut least a tinge of envy, and its
disreputabl e ac.:ompaniments.  The writer has great pleasure in stating
that ke has not soen any manifestation of this fecling muacag the M Gill
Professurs.  On the cuntrary, they are liberal and harnionivus; and, on
the occasion of a lite fatiul aceideut to one of the number, his Lretaren
watched over and sd ministered to him with the greatest tenderncss.

The character ofthe medical education atrainable here appeurs 1o be
pow more justly sppreciated than it used to be, and the anmber of
students of Iate years has doubled or trebled.  But the tacuitics uf arts
and law still have feve pejuls; althangh there ure some indications of
improvement in thisrespect. A gentleman of great ability, high charae-
ter, and diversified at:ainments, has lately beenappoint-d Principal,and
purposes toreside in the cotlege, on the side of the beautiful and guar-
dian mouatein, Iere several imiprovements aund repairs, in the build-
ings and grounds, sre to be commenced in spring; including a direet
tvenue from Sherbrookostreet. Uhe people of this greut eity ure directiy
interested in this matter, for the expenditare of a little money, under
the guidince of taste, might make these grounds a most agrecable aud
slutary resort for them and their families ; and a very bewnt:ful semi-
circular read, for riding or driving, might be coustructed from the con-

—

chues of Englithenen, will be smoked and shrivelled into the dimensions of the Spannb
tod Portuguese”

{The writer bas Leard the directar general of the urmy . vedical department, express bm
Wproval of the system of mmlical education bere. and saj, more than once, the young
Regtrarned iuthe McGill College, were gt the most pronsisng of the medical
oeers undes bis superintendsnce.
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teuplated avenue in Sherbrooke street. round the college and reservoir,
aud pass out of the grounds by the present northern gate, at a trifl-
ingexpense; and umbrageous trees should be planted on both sides of
1t,und clsewhere in the grounds. The site of the building is fine;
commanding a noble view of the city and the magnificent St. Lawrence,
and the surrounding grounds, cousisting of picturesque undulations,
Possess great fucilities of ornamental improvemnent.

The neglest which the MceGill University has net, is not creditable
to (his city. It istrue that the writer has heard this accounted for by
the chancter of its municipal regulations, which were at one time less
Lijeral than they are at present.  But itis tv be feared that the good
people here follow more the hubits of their southern neighbours than of
tlhictwo great lands from which they sprivg, and prefer the forcing of
Precocions attainments in childhood and early youth, to the slower edu-
cation of France and England. The prospects of the university were
Neyer so good as at preseut, and a large increase of the number of stu-
degts may be reasonably anticipated. A geutleman of varied talent
and the highest character has lutely been appointed Principal, as already
mentioned, and intends to reside in thecoilege. 1le purposes lecturing
during the present season (and perhaps during the next summer) on
tawral history, includmg botauy, and thus accomplishing a desideratum
ofthe institntion.

There is nothing at present in the character of the regulations of the
UTyiversity which can form an assumed or valid reason for neglect.
Tlis great and growing city pussesses a university of high character,
Qualified to impart an education in the higher branches of science and
Literature, ata moderate expense to the youtl of Canada, under the inva-
Iugble surwveillance of the parents of those who reside in Montreal,
"Llere is no obstruction of any kind. The doors are open toall; and
the instruction and honours of the institution are obtainable by pupils of
al]classes and religious denominations. Without a more serious impu-
tation on the character of a city that aspires in every respect to the
high position of the Canadian wmetropolis, thon the writer wishes to
mugke, he cannot doubt of the future popularity of this meritorious insti-
tution.

Montreal, Dec. 20, 1855.
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Art. XXIV.—Medical Depreciaticie. By 1. B. Sparuam, M. D,
Brockville.

The science of medicine is noble, thongh some may be unworthy and
many may ridicule. Apart from private interest, the debasing source
of science, we fear that tho-e actuated by a due sense of its 11aportance,
intellectually and morally, are comparatively few. These are noble
exceptions, but can they stem the torrent? This isan age of self-ad-
vancement ; arepublican “ voz populé, vozr dez,” reduced to individua-
lism. We may feel how much we are indebted to the strugeles of our
predecessors, yet while we admire and appreciate, we are not blind
adherents. The experience of the past is a lamp to our feet and a
guide to our path. Still hosts of earnest unvearied forms are pressing
forward, “ upward and onward.” Some keeping up in the full panoply
of light, some sell-satisfied Jazy ones, lagging behind ; many advancing
as far as a ray is discernible ; others, too eager for discoveries, rushing
into obscurity and groping about in erder to find something on which to
start & theory—often more fanciful than plausible.  All, however, who
are not engaged exclusively in scientific researches, and who are satis-
fied with arms tried and proved, are jealous of their cotemporaries,
knowing that those must borrow, and that they too should be as perfect.

The mysterious mechanism of man ; his complex arrangement ; the
beauty and perfection of all his developments, chemically and mechani-
cally, so eonstituted as to elicit even the involuntary admiration of the
medical philosopher, while it escapes his subtlest scrutiny ; the change
from dcath to disease, involving pointsdeeply investigated and earnestly
contested by the most eminent and indefatigable of the age, past or
present ; the vital prineiples, wherein generation, growth, nutrition,
secretion, motion and sensation, are exhibited; the infinence of mind
on matter, aiding, resisting aund controlling our best directed efforts ; all
tend'to prove that our remedial agents must be adapted to the entire
man, physical, chemical, and inteller 1al. While medicine, therefore,
levies her contributions from every vrauch of science, should not her
votaries be characterized by a spirit elevating and disinterested, and
exhibit a due sense of their important responsibilities by an earnest ard
faithful desire for her advancement? Should they’not be modest in
their public assertions? Science nevcr receives advantage, nor one's
own high hopes and aims accomplishment, where selfishness and egotism
bave the ascendancy. Look at the unlimited and fast increasing growth
of patent medicines, got up by selfish doctors. Can they themselves
have faith in their unfailing efficacy ? They have stodied human gnlli-
bility and got rich by pampering it. What to them whether the boasted
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of cures ure in cases diametrically opposed. Innumerable sovereign
panaccas are constantly holding out false hopes to poor deluded victims.
Not a newspaper, and scarcely an almanae, or wrapper, comes to our
houses without being filled with these artful fulsehicods. The very
walls siare at us, and teit us thut + every bady takes Hobensack’s Liver
Pills aud Worm Syrup,” e, &e. Now who keeps up this long array
of mietiewd suicide? JMen who see how fuith and curiosity are roused
by mystery, and kept np by beasts—selfish doctors, who have not the
moral cuirage toresist the downward tendency when they see that
others get rich by at.

Independently of patent wmedicines aid guackery in general, let uvs
look at medical depreciation in another light.  Populur opinion isalways
waveritig, und the merest tritle way make or mar « doctor’s fortune.
This is proverbindly the case in large cities.  From some advantage in
getting hold of cases, any well qualified doctor may soon gel his name
up as very snceessiul. .\t first they say ¢“ he is good for fits,” ¢ good for
children,” “ eupital for liver complaints,” &e., until at last he obtains a
gencral practice. Are they always deserving of that name? and do
they, numerically speaking, cure more hard cascs?  Or, waiving natu-
ral abilities us conmmon, therough qualiticatiors. equally attainable, and
chimerical seerets as degrading, do they always treat more scientifical-
ly 1 1donot wish to detract, but merely to trace the causes and cifects
of jealousy on the wnprineipled ambitions. Mere comes the favourite
Dr. Watch-hima.  Ilow pleased are the inmutes of the sick chamber—
with what stmang confidence they greet him, and with joy{ul alacrity
perform all lus little requesis!  Dees he examine the patient with more
than crdinary shrewduess?  The pulse is delicately fingered, the tongue
protruded, with a poke here and 2 tap there, suggestive guestions ure
asked, the replies received with marked siganificance.  'Without appa-
rently tracing cunise to oficet, he inwitively coprehends all, sits dowa
aud writes his preseription.  Skilfuily eluborate with chemical anti-
dotes?  Altugetiser likely a perfectly simple composition.  With ail due
reverence, the nandales ure obeyed, and the patieut, wonderfully re-
covering, Tiacs und sticks anuthier feather in the doctor's cap.  His in-
fluence gains othars.  Dilto, ditte. The doctor hus carned his position
fairly and honerably, perhaps, 2ud it would be wrong for a zealous fol-
lower of Eseulapius to envy him, and say to himseli, « How easily L
00, cottid du that !” Honer, as well as youth, hoshies his opinions, pre-
vents any chance for contrasts, and keeps down the least exhibition of
rivalry.  He instinetively shrinks from cgotisticul displays. lu time
he muy be appreciated.  The long years of indefatiguble research aad
patient endurauce way at length meet with its reward. Others, how-
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ever, are on the same road, or rather, instead of being ambitious for ho-
norable distinction and disinterested usefulness, may be attending only
to private inte-~<ts, and not be over scrupulons.

They, too, see that the ¢ name up” gets practice, and forthwith take
measures to ¢ act it up,” even if. in so doing, they ride over the should-
ers of their fratermity.  Scheming and selfishness degrade an honorable
profession. and a few cast a stigma on all.  One that I know can never
perform an operation. even os simple as the excision ofa ton:.i, without
having recourse to an editor’s puff’ (very unexpeetedly) for the wonder-
ful perforinance. Auvother, seeing mammon smiling around those mo-
nomaniacs who et wp specifics. will try some speciality. Dr. Green is
doing wonders, and why cannot some other green? The probang, in-
halation, and injection worshippers, are each striving for the mastery.
Boasts of ¢ modern niodes of {ractice” prove that one is up with the
enlightenment of the times, and, skilfully managed. will make the pub-
lic fancy you are in advance of others. Docs it follow that un adven-
turer cun give better iufermation than a college—that a private practi-
tioner can afferd more practieal teaching than an hospital with its
accompunying professors I Then that college and that public instifution
are defective. Yct severar who hailed {rom MeGill College during its
infancy pretend to knuw inore than its present professors. Turuing
from their Alma Mater, they have sought apatomical precision from Dy
Green of N. Y. ; and wogse than all, schoolboy fushion, have given the
public to understand that *“ others cannot do what they can!™ To be
better up ou any one branch, one should jav exclusive attention to it,
or give some satisfactory proof that he bas had greater facilities in
acquiring information and experience—not the cbservation of aa
hour, a day, or a week. Even then the honorable man would let
facts speuk for themselves. "There are many graduates who attend only
to oge branch—the ocalist and aunst for example. That is as it should
be. But a man who continues practicing on every branch, yet without
possessing any superior yaalifications, mental, theoretical or practicul,
claims superiority on ene, and that a very comumon and very important
one, openly attempts to better himself to the prejudice of s brethren.

Waiving the preparatory, us too insigniticant to deserve notice, let
me give an example of the obtrusive. , Esq., M.D,,
practising in ————, Canada Waest, hus lately published the following in
the newspapers of the town.

“ Diseases of the Threat and Chest.”—~Dr. ———; having devoted
special attention to this troublesome class of diseases, and the modern
modes of treatment, has for the convenience of parties desirous of con-
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sulting hiw, arraiged that he may be fouud at his office, on
8treet, daily at 12 o'cluck.

& Dr. —— hasa vacancy (vide Pecksnifl™s in Martin Chuzzlewit) for a
student who can give satisfactory references as to education, &e.

“ Noveinber 1st, 1855.”

Is the above professional ? Or is thete no barrier between your degree
and the ¥ renowned” and “ sovereignest™ nosteum veuders?  He may
be cupable; should he publish it?  Then others, whe arc also prepared,
who have devoted years of untiring energies in the pursuit of know-
ledge, must be injured by the abuve, ¢r compete in the same way;
awd if they cannot obtain the same facilities of publication, then the
alianac and wrapper system must come 1o the rescue.  Auy man whe
has net ¢ devoted specinl altention™ to disease of the throat and chest,
“and the modern wodes of treatment,” and yet dares to practice in this
era of science, deserves the ridicule of the profession and the conlempt
«of an intelligent public. If advertisements are requisite to prove cur
capabilitics cn one branch. cqually so on others. The cyes of the publie
must be opened, and the quack’ paper is better than parclnnent! Wiy
degrade the profession? Already she has to bear undeserved ond
almost universal ridienle. We should aim hich, feeling our responsi-
bilities, discountenunce the increasing laxity of morals, and keep up
with the standard ; and yet. surrounded as weare by natural ditiiealties,
be modest in onrassertions.  Are not specialities objectionabie? We
Yook to the Bledical Chronicle, to uphold the- rights of science, a beacon,
cver ready to guide, while it warns that shoals are near. 1 my humble
opinion, any assumed snperiorily on some important branch, nnbased by
exclusive investigation or original discoverics, emanates from a selfish,
cgotistical and pecuniary motive, is an ad ceptandum vuigus, and 2
detraction to the frateraity.

XXV.—A Cirristmas Raddle.~(To the Editors of the Medical Chronicle.)

GextieveN,—Curiosity-mongers of our craft have often joyfully re-
velled over some of the wonderful displays of the resources of men of
physic, that now and then tura up in the shape of prescriptions; as
the old mithridatum, of which Celsus admiringiy said, “ nobilissimem
autem est mithridatis,”? in view of its superimiiv over uthier antidotes,
and which was a farrago of 33 lifferent remcdies, besides the wine with
which it was to be washed down; and again, the hotch-potch called
thériaque of the French Codex of our time, which even far transcends
the former, for it is a grouping together of morc than 70 ingredients,
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jucluding touts, seeds, hetbs, unmentionables, and one ounce and'a half
of dried vipers.  Now, although the example I am poing to adduce is
not altugether us comnprehensive asthese, vet it falls very little short of the
first inentioned. and I believe asan ing'ance ¢f deplorable nonsense fully
vqmals the seecond. A sliert time axo I was consulted by a gentleman
trom the Upper Province. and in deseribing his case, he, with the view
of culighteniag wie 3 1o the éleve of the dacturs he hud previously con-
salted. placed in my hand the tollvwing preseription which he had veen
ordered, and which was accompanicd by an acconnt of hiscase, written
n fanguage bronght down to the patient’s understanding, and as if this
were uot elear cuongh and terse, i shest was vcenprad wish definitions
yelopt ex bt = phssary.™ | pledee mysell to its correctucss should any
rewler nabke mysel” beheve that such an o/ pedra could not emunate
from any regufur practitioner. 1 wounld in addition vheerve that its
author Lears diplomas from some ot the tirst colleges in Great Britain.
Tune prescription is this:—

~ Nu, 1.

3 vz socotrine nloes 3 3 oz g yerh, in powder; 2 oz Spanish juice,
commenly termed black sugar. Pat the above ingredients into a
covered pan, with 2 pinf and a half of builing water, and boil down to
oo hall over a slow fire, then stmin it. and put the strained liquor inte
ahalf-gallon jar ur bottle that will hold it. and the fellowing Nos. 2, 3.
$,and 5, when all are mixed together.

No. 2.

2 oz calumba rust, cut in sinall pieces, and well brnised ; 2 oz gentian
tot 5 10z cinnamon bark; 2 oz snake root; 1 oz dried orange peel; 1
wdried lemon peel, eaxch in xmall picces, &e.; § oz quassia wood, in
small chips; § oz scuna leaves; § vz cardamonm seeds, well broised ;
10z cloves, well braised § € oz Peruvian bark, bruised or ground. Mix
the above eleven ingredicnts together, and infuse them for about three
hours in about four pints uf boiling water, in the same wanner as com-
mon ten is wade in a covered vessel, then strain aund iix the clear
liquor with No. 13 No.2 js not be boiled like No. 1, but while straining
peess the liquor well ont,

No. 3.

2 drs comspound extract of colocynth ; 2 du extract camomile, (Anthe-
midis); 2 do extract henbune, (Hyoseyamus); 4 do extract dandelion.
Boil the abuve four extracts in a small pan, with about half a pint of
biling water, constantly rubbing and stirring them with a spatula or
table-spoon, until they are well dissolved aud incorpornted with the
water, then add No. 3 (withoat strsining it) to Nos. 2 & 1already mixed.



298 ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS.
No. 4.

2 oz loaf sugar; 3 oz gum camphor. Rub both well together in a
mortar until well powdered, then dissvlve the sugar and the camphor
by gradually udding 2 ounces tincture of myrch, at the same time con-
tinuing the fnction uutil the three ure well incorporated and in quitea
Liquid state. Should the 2 oz tincture myrrh not be sufficient to solve
the camphor and sugar perfectiy, add enongh of the mixtare already
formed o1 Nos. 1,2, and 3 until they become inu fluid state, then mix
the whole of Nos. 4, 3, 2, and 1 together, und shake them well together
frequently.

No. 3.

6 grains emetic turtar, (antim. tart.y; 24 drs French sulphate of
quine; 7} oz sulphuric ether. Dissvlve the emetic tartar and quinive
by rubbing them well together, and gradually adding the ether, and
when well dissolved and ixed, add thereto the following, viz:—4 oz
squll vinegar, (Acet Scillw): 3drs tincture digitalis, (Foxglove); 5
drs tinctare lobeliu ; 1 0z hacture cllehicum secds; 8 vz sweet spirit of
nitre.  Mix all well together, that is. mix No. 5 with the mixture
already formed of Nus. 1, 2,3, and 4, shake the whole well together
frequently during a period of 3 or 4 hours, then measure the whole mis-
ture by means of a graduated glass measure, and carefully ascertain the
number of ounces contained in the whole, then caleulate the sixtieth
part thercof, which is the dose : thus, should the whole mixture mea-
sure 105 oz, the doze would be exactly 13 oz; should the mixture not
measure 105 oz, but water enough may be added to make the dose i}
oz,or the 60th part of the whole can easily be ascertained no matter
what the mixture may measure. Label the buttle with the dose thereon.”

Now, gentlemen, the riddle I prepose is to ascertain what would be
the nature of the compound formed by this few de joie of 29 articles,and
what would be its probable effect on the liuman cconomy, The patient
did not tax the industry of any druggist by having the vile stuff coo-
cocted, since for private reasous he felt his own misgivings as to the
compos scientie of its projector.

Yours truly,
SaANTAa Cravs.

Christmas Eve, 1855.
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REVIEWS AND BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES.

XXXIV.—Physiological Chemastsy. By Prosessor C. G. LEHMANN.
Trauslated from the second «dition Uy George E. Davw, A.D.,
F.R.S.; Fellow of the Royal Coilege of Physicians, and Profes-
sor ¢f Medicine ia the Umiversily of St. Andrews.  Bdited by
R. E. Rocers, M.D., Professor of Chemistry in University of
Penusylvania. With ilustratious, sclected {rom Funkes® Atlas
of Physiological Cliemistry, and an appendix of Plates. Com-
plete in two volumes. Philadelphia: Blanchard & Lea.  Mon-
treal: I. Dawson. Yp. of text, 1180.  Pp. of Plates, 29,

The present volumes belong to the small vicss of medical hterature
which compriscs elaborate works of the highest order of merit—the pro-
ductions of talented und mdefatizable investimators who have expanded
the special subjects, lo tie ciucidation of which they have bent their
energies for years and vears. In justice to 'rofessor L., we would that
we were able to reccrd the muny advances he has made iu his particu-
lar sphere of inquiry, but our limits prescribe for usa more hunble task.
Perhaps we will be best dischurging our ubligations by an examination
of the state of science concerning one or two of the more interesting
topics, as thereby we can the more prominently introduce the addenda
he has contributed to their knowledge.

tstly, Of the zoochemical relations of tut. A remarkable difference
of opinion has existed as to the formation of fat in the body. Liebig
believed that fat was formed in the body by the conversion of certain
mabstances, as starch, gum, sugar, alcohol, &e.,used us food ; the change
consisting in the loss of oxygen or carbonic acid, or both. Thus an
equivalent of starch became oune of fut, by yielding up 1 of carbonic acid
and 7 -of oxygen. Dumas, on the contrary, denied the truth of this
theary of transformation, and contended that all fat pre-existed as such
in food, and was merely subtracted trom its associate principles by the
system.  Iixperiments were adduced ou both sides,and each one ap-
peared to its udversary to be fallacious. Liebig fed geese on maize,and
28 they fattened, he considered this fact corruborative of his theory, be-
cause he had fonnd maize to coutain no fut. Dumas, however,declared
tat maize did contain fat, and appealed tv Lis own analyses in proof.
The fact now appeared that these great men did not agree as to what
vag fat, L. considered that only those mutters were fats which pos-
®ssed all the properties of fats; wluie D. regarded any substance to be
&t which possessed one single property of fats, viz., solubility of the
®Wbstance in ether. I.eft in this uncertainty, let us hear what Lehmann
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says. le states that there cun be no doubt of the formation of fat by
tragsformation 3 but he asks, ¢ Does the animal’s body continue to exer-
cise1ts power of generating fat when a sufficient supply has been con-
veyed to it by food,” thereby also admitting the truth of the other view
that fat is derived by subtraction; and in answering the question he
inclines to the aflirmative, cautiously premising that the extent of gene-
ration may vary at diflerent times, and thus accounting for those cases
of morbid faltening, either general or local, when the function is exces-
sive. We believe this two-fold statement is the correct one ; fat, if al-
ready formed, can obviously be readily appropriated or assimilated, and
proper matenals may be converted into fat. Of these the latter is that
alone which needs proof. And this, it seems to us, has been latterly
afforded by pathological observations exelusively of facts of a different
kind. Virchow satisfied himself that local polysarcia was a common
event of inflamme=tion, i3 conseqitence of a transformation of albuminons
deposits previously exnded. Quain explained the production of adipo-
cere by simple alteration of muscular substances. Wagner, again, found
that testiclesintroduced within the abdomens of iens were, after being
detsined there sufficiently long, converted into fat. Lehmarn, how-
ever, does not attach to these considerations the same importance as we
are inclined to do. 1le observes, the endeavor to explain the metamor-
phosis of protein compounds into fat “ is purely chimerical, and unsup-
ported by the slightest proof;”* vol. 1, p. 227. But such a strong expres-
sion in the negative as this is not justifiable, and of its impropriety the
author seems to be afterwards aware ; for almost in direct self-contra-
diction, he admits ia the 2nd volume, p. 343, that the central fat found
in Wagner’s experiments “ may derive its origin {rom the decomposition
of'the protein body,” and mentiont certein investigations conducted by
Burduch, tending to the same couclusion. This physiologist having
found a considerable increase of fat during the developement of the
embryo by incubation.

Fat, thus provided, performs important uses. Itis generally admitted,
that it subserves various physical purposes, as giving rotundity to the
frame, serving as an clastic cushion to lessen the effects of shocks, and to
difluise uniformly external pressure ; filling up interstices that otherwise
would exist between muscles, bones, vessels, and nerves; facilitating
the mobility of organs ; protecting the hody from the pernicious effects
of excessive heat or cold, and of rapid changes of temperature ; affording
buoyaney to parts of greater speaific gravity ; rendering other bodies
supple, and lessening the brittleness of parts naturally fragile.
In aseribing to fat these offices, Lehmann agrees with numeroos
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authors, but here he stops; his opinions of its further nses are peculiar
tc himself. He disbelieves that fat is stored np nutriment, and rejects
the notion that it is prepared in times of plenty for a scason of searcity ,—
withont, however, as far as we can see, sufficient reason. Fat, upon his
own admission, disappears under eircumstances of starvation, and if, ay
he claims, it discharges an essential operation in nputrition, we cannot
discover any discordancy in ascribing to it the sustenance of the body
when the supply cf other nutriment is withhe.d; the chief obstacle in
his way to receiving the fact is the difficulty of understandiug how a
vesicular membrane likeadipose fissue can be amplified orresorbed, but
whatever may be the mode by which this happens, there can be no
question that it does happen, and it is equally certain that variations in
theamplitude occur synchronously with excessive and defective feeding.
Liebig entertained the idea that fat is intended to be burued in respira-
tion, and to sustain the animal heat by its combustible elements nniting
with oxygen., Lehmann, however, inclines to think that fat conduces
toother ends in the living economy. And, now, follow the opinions
which are emphatically hisown. He remarks:—¢ I was long siuce led,
from theoretical grounds, toregard fat as one of the most «clive agents in
the metamorphosis of animal natter, and this subjective conviction lLas
since been converted into objective proof by numerous experimeuts and
observations.”” He has thus been assured that fat is essential to the per-
fect sccomplishment of chymification, is indispensable to the reduction
of nitrogenons articles, and contribntes to the complete solution of the
other varieties of food. He sarmises that the pancreatic fluid owes n
portion of its utility in promoting chylification to the fat it contaivs, and
that after this is absorbed by the intestinal villi; he belicves it influences
the metamorphosis of the albuminous constituents of the chyle, and per-
forms some undefined use in the blood and nervous system, where it is
m ebiding constituent. Furthermore, © fat takes a highly important
share in the most important, and at the same time the most mysterious,
mocesses in the formation of cells aud tissues.” In other words, it is
wgarded as the fabric from which the various structures of the body are
mstructed. It renders essential aid in the process of converting nitro-
gemous food into cells and fibres. This theory, however, is not Leh-
mnn’s own ; it is only his by adoption. Acherson is properly its
wthor, he having discovered some years ago that a fat globule placed
@ albuminous fluid always obtains from the latter a capsule of con-
Rlated albumen. The connexion between fat and cells generally has
wea still further shewn by other inquirers who have demonstrated that
li always cunsist of fat; that exudations indiscriminately are fatty ;
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and that newly secreted plasma contains miore free fat than after the
development in it of nucler and cells.  The utility of fat in nutrition,
however, consists in its deposition in appropriate cells previously pre-
pared, as those of adipose and meduliary membrane ; those of milk, &e.
And. lastly, fat wonld appear to be useful in elaborating various sccre-
tions, of these the bile 1s 2 conspicuons one. Lehmann remarks that the
hypothesis that @ portion of the fut takes pust in the jormation of bile is
further confirmed by numerous physiological and pathological experi-
ments.”” These he proceeds to detai!, but our space does not allow our
transcribing them.  Irom the preceding cousideraticns it is evident that
fats undergo no material chem.eal transto.mations when used as food,
for they appear to be extravasated aiter circulation in the sawme state ag
when swallowed.  Atter ingestion they pass unaltered into the duode-
num, where they arc chiefly absorbed, and partly discharged into the
lower bowels. The absorbed part is fouud iu the bleod saponified, and
the evacuated in the faeces unultered.  Iu the blood, fat is saponified,
and this change is accompiished in the ducdenuin Ly the alkali of either
the pancreatic juice or biliary fluid.  The latter secretion is commonly
believed to be the chicfagent, but Bernard has conclusively shewn that
the former is the active cause. After separation from the capillaries,
the saponacious compound is aguin resolved imo oil and alkati. The
ouly digestion of fats by the stomach is in the case of adipose tissue, and
rancid greasy matters.  When the tissue is swallowed, the areolar mem.
brane connecting the vesicles, as wel! as the simple membrane that en-
closes them, is dissolved, for they are albuminous conmpounds, and the
liberated fat flows into the duodennm. Rancid substances are decom-
posed, and fauty acids ot an exccedingly acid nature are separated.
Thus rancid mutton evolves hircic acid ; bad butter butyric, capric, and
caproic acids, and so on with anakugoid articles.

2ndly, Of the zoo-chemical relations of sugar.  Sugar, as glucose, is an
abundant constituent of living bodics ; it has been met with in the prime
viz, in chyle, in blood, in Iymph, and in albuminous matters; less con-
stanuy it is found in the urine, in saliva and various trausudations. It
is a regniar component of certain orgaus, as the liver, &c. Its origin is
due to the direct intromission of food containing it,to the transformation
of starchand other carbohydrates through the infuence of the saliva and
paucreatic juice ; and, according to Lehmann, “ to the decomposition of
albuminates, and more especially of fibnin.” The manufacture of sugar
from raw matertals occurs, according to Bernard, in the liver, and our
author concwss in his views, but however justified this conclusion was
at the time of writing his work, since that period it s less warranted;

s
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for Figuier has published some researehes which zo toestablish that the
liver does not make sugar, and that the sugar it contains comes from
the blood that fills its tissue, and that this sugar has been carried in
the vessels by the digestion ef substunces convertible inte sugar.
Qur readers will find o fullr account ot F's contribution tn the iirst
munber of our Chronicle for the present year.  The vses accomplished
by sngar arve not definitely sott! wl Dunsg s formation as well as
during its decompuositioir, he at is generated.  Liebig believed it belong-
ed to the food for respiration, und that it underwent combustion by com-
bining with inspired oxvgen,and thas in an especiul manner maintained
theanimal temperature. There ure various objections touview limited to
westricting the nse of sugur to the purposes of calorification.  Among
these Lehmann observes *if the sugar served solely to generate heat

weean scarcely cxpluin why the guantity should inerease in the egg
during incubation, whereas we should expeet thut it wonld wholly th-
gprear during the oxidation which secompunies this process of develope-
nent.”  Additinual uses are therefure to be sought for.  Lehmaun sup-
wses that sngar or rather the ucid produets of its wetamorphosis control
wme important functivn in the stestnal canal, as the promotion of the
nsorption of its contents. Again itis possible sugar takes some part in the
fmation of bile ; at pages 120 and 240, vol 1, L endeavonrs tu show the
pebability that the bile is in part formed from fat, and that cholee acid

tould be regarded as oleic acid, plus 1 ‘,Ié Q" After which he asks“can this

djunet take its ovigin from sugar.” The sugar of the bleod is beneficial
apromoting the solubility of cert.in salts, as the carbonate and phosphate
dlime as is well illustrated during menbution.  And lastly sugar 1s ad-
tited by our author to be serviceable, by Lecuming changed iuto fat,
tdin conjunction with other nitrogenous matters, by being transtormed
Zoprotein. In conclusion we would remark that sugar is also advan-
‘rous as an analeptic, by restoring to the bloud and its secretions the
mologous constituent which is worin away in the howrly decomposi-
“nof the body. The above observations reter to glucese, and in ex-
“mation we may state that when cane sugar is used dietetically it is
%lved by the acids of the gastric juice, and the agency of the living
“mbrane into glucose and lactic acid. M. Fremy has demonstrated
Wa similar alteration is invariubly produced, whenever saccharine sub-
ates are placed in contact with .\mmal membranes. In the case of
“mification we have been led to conclude that the acd is directly
Stbed from the stomach, and distributed through the system to be
Ginated by the skin, &c., but that the glucose descends into the
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duodenum, from which bowel the larger portion is absorled nunchanged ;
while the less is propelled into the larger intestines, and 1s there trans-
rormed into lactic acid. Of this descent of glucose, however, we admit
there is no positive proof, but it seems to be probable from wlat is
known of the disposal and management of vther alimeats vs the amy'a-
veous.

NXXXV.—The Microscope ; its History, Construction, and Applications.
Being a familiar introduction to the use of the instrument, and
the study of microscopical seicnce. By Jasrz Hocs, JLR.CS.,
Assistant Surgeon to the Royul Ophtimlmie lospital, Charing
Cross; Fellow of the Medical Society et Loudon; Mlewher of
the Microscopical and Pathological Societies of London ;3 Auther
of Elements of Natural Philosophy, &e. ITlustrated with op
wards of 500 engravings. Second edition. l.ondon: Ilerber,
Ingram & Co., 1853. pp. 457. From the author.

T'o those desirous of obtaining a practical knowledge of micrescopy,
the above work will prove o valuable directory. It is written in so
simple and plain a style as to be intclligible to rcaders of every clas.
And it contaius, in a fumiliar way, a description of the various vhjectsof
histological research, as well as easy rules for preparing and preserving
them. Its contents arc distributed over two parts. The first is taken
up with a history of the microseope, and an ueconnt of its principles,
parts, and actions. 'The second embraces the detail of the chief features
of intercst connected with the various generaand species of Animalcules,
entozoa and ectozoa, and cuncludes with a brief notice of the principal
varieties of animal aud of vegetable structure.  Aware of these advan-
tages we have becn much prepossessed with this interesting production,
and a further examination of it has cnly tended to enhance its worth it
onr eyes. We have, therefore, much pleasure in irtroducing it to the
notice of American microscopists, who will find it to be all they can de-
sire from a work of the kind. Its popularity in Britain is well cvidenced
by the fact that in the short space of twelve mouths, a large edition of
five thousand copies has been sold,and a demand wade for a sccond:
The illustrations are very ornamental, and well calculated to facilitate
the student in his pursuits.
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XXXVI.—The Book of Prescriptions, containing 2,900 preseriptions
collected from the practice of the most eminent Physicians and
Surgeons, Enclish and Foreizn ; comprising also a compendious
history of the Materia Medica of all conntrics, alphabetically
arranged, and lists of the doses of all officinal or established prepa-
rations. By Hexry Beastev. Philadelphin: Lindsay ‘c Blakis-
ton. Montreal: B. Dawson. pp.369.

The system of retailing prescriptions is a bad one; becan-: it leads
to various evils. Thus it induces habits of treating disease acc rding to
a name, and of trusting to the blind chance of rontinism. The enly
requirement for the practice of physic upon such principles is to assign
to the disease a local habitation, with a title,and then to administer
the mixture or pill compounded after the formula of some bygone or
present celebrity, who has used it in an apparently similiar case. A
course such as this is only quackery under a new guise. It precludes
from investigation the varying conditivns and circumstances that may
give special character to different instances of the same class or order
of disease, and, therefcre, does not aim at the proper adaptation of suit-
able mcans to meet particular ends. 1In our opinion the desire of the
physician should be to know the actions of a medicine in health, ond
their modifications by pathologicul states of the organism, to learn the
effects of combination upon the therapeutical virtues of remedies, and
to have a correct perception of the indications and contra-indications
that may or may not call {or their employmeunt. He who has this
knowledge will readily be able to dress his doses in a proper way when
required for administration, and Lis mind will be stored witle fur more
nseful facts than those that accamulate under the pressure of a number
of highly reccommended recipes. To those, however, who hold a
different opinion of the worth of prescriptions, the present voluine will
be found to be quite a thesawrus of valuables, and to contain, of purely
therapeutical formuler, n larger colleetion, we believe, than any other
conspectus that has ever been comprised in the same zmount ot space.
“The compendious history of the Materia Medica of all eonntries™ is re-
markably trite and terse, and scarcely deserving of so imposing a cha-
racter.

KXXVIL.—Deafness practically illustrated as to Cause, Nature and
Treatment. By James YEeawstey, M.R.C.S., Eng., Aural Sur-
geon to her late Majesty the Queen Dowager, Surgeon to the Me-
tropolitan Ear Infinnary, Sackville Street; Surgeon to the Roya!
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Saciety of Musicians ; to the Royal Society of Female Musicians;
to the Choral Fund; and to the Choir Benevolent Fund, ke,
Yourth edition. Pp. 266. London: J. Churchill. From the
Author.

A aerr method of treat ment of Otorihaa. 13y Javes Yearseey, VLR.CLS,
Ing., &e. &e. Pp. 23, IFrom the Auvther.

The artificial Tympamwon. By Javee Vewsuey, MDQLCS. kel Lo,
Ting. Pp. Q9. Tromn the Author,

Thes three productions are from the pen of an aural«urgeon practising
in Tiondon, who is also favourably known ais the aithor of a teatise on
disecces of the threat, and the writer of o few origianl articles in the
local perivdieals.  The two pawphlets fast partieularized are tuken up
with the deseription of the advautazes of cottun woul, as a local agent
worn in the meatus auditornis externgus fur the aileviation of otorrhea,
aud as o snbstitute for the uatural tympantis when deficient from dis-
ease or other destructive cause. The expeniciee of the suthor is very
much i favor of it, au.d contrasted with other modes o treatment it com-
pares very well ; the great advantage it has over many is in its not duimi-
nishing, but decidedly, and in many eases, tmmensely nnproving heanng,
The production at the head of the Iist, 1x chiefty ceenpaed with the
pathological connexions that exist between the throat and the ear;
under which there s nn extended reference 1o . norbid condition of
the mucous membrane of the throat and car, thut produces the variety of
deafuess called guttural,and also to obstruction vl the nose mn reference,
to dcufness, or to naso-guttural deafucss, us it s tenwed.  In addition
smaller chapters are allotted to other suljects o mterest conuceted with
aural surgery, as the anatomy and juthology of the curj cuthetensm of
the custachian passages; deafness frem derangoment of the stomach;
statistics of deafness; car trumpet Sc.

XXXVIUIT.—The Diseases of the Fatus in Utero (not including nmalforma-
tions) with an outline of fetal developement, By Hexny Manee,
M.D., Member of the Royal College of Surgeous; T.iceuntinte of
Apothecaries’ Societv; late Vice President of the Darisiun Me-
dical Society, &c. 1ondon: Henry Renshaw. DPp.200. From
the Author.

Dr. Madge’s work, of which the above is the *itle, contains a short
description of the various ills to which the embryu 1s heir, and, as such,
will fill an important void that has Jong been felt ia obstetric pathology.
Tt is true the same matter may be elsewhere found, but we believe thete
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18 no mstance m English literature of its being collected together in one
continuous form ; it, hitherto, could only be obtained by wading through
very many large tomes in which piecemeal it is to be found. Dr. M.,
therefore, deserves praise for the industry and laboar he has displayed,
in making out of so many disjomnted portions of information, a useful and
‘nteresting compilativn.  The deseription of the various disorde :s is pre-
faced by a laconic sketeh of the phases threngh which the fet s passes
in 1ts uterine developement ; the prineipal ficts it pourtrays 2ro drawn
from thearticle, (Eut. by Ollivier, in the Dictionnire de Medicine, a work
to which very few English readers have access, but which is well
known for the profundity of its learning. Any information borrowed
from it will bz both v.luable. and reliable, and properly appreciated by
those for whom its production has been designed. We should be glad
to see Dr. M.’s publication réprinted on this continent, and think the
“ bringing it out ” would be u profitable ‘¢ spec * fur our Philadelphia or
New York publishers.

CLINICAL LECTURE.

Clinteal Lecture on Fever. By R. B. Toop, M.D., F.R.S,, King’s College
Hospital, Londou.
(Reported for the Medical Chronicle by James Mc(F. Stevenson, M.D.,
L.R.C.SE, §¢)

Tt is impossible in one lecture to enter npon all the different points
connected with fever. my object is to bring before you seme ofthe
cases in the hospital and to direct your, attention to the principal points,
which shonld be watched in those ceses which come under your
observation, and to lay down a few rules to guide you in the treatment.
By fever I .uean, ti.c continned form in contradistinetion to tho juter-
mittent or rermttent. It is usually of a low form and tends greatly to
prostrate the powersofthe patient. By some writers this has been divided
into two forms which are considered quite distinet. In the one there
isa tendency to diarrhea and bowel complication, whilst in the other
the bowels tend to be coustipated.  The foriner has rececived the name
of Typhoid fever, and from tl.e prescnce of the bowel complicution
'requires closer watching. The latter has heen called typhusfever, I do
not mean to say that the two fevers are as distinct in their origin and
nature as are scarlet fever and measles, but still the symptoms mark
the distinction sufficiently plain for us to recognize them as two separate
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diseases.  There isoue great objection to it, and this is that it niay
lead persons tosuppese that they require different moedes of treatment,
whereas on the contrary they require the very same, and may i the
trex tient be lovked upon as only one disease.

Fever cunsists ina disturbance of the general nutrition of the whole
systen .l is not specially confined to any one loculity, Lut sometimes
showsa tendeney, to exert a greater furce upon some particenlar yart or
ot s when uleeration of the bowels or congestion of the lungas ceeur.
Som 2 chaange is produced Letween the bioed and the tissues, which has
the cticet of producing an active combustion in the system, resuiting in
the generation of a grealer gnanuty of heat as is shown by the rise in
temperarure which we notice in febrile cases.  What are the causes
of fever 2 It was at une time supposed to be only symptomatic of some
teeal afle-ction. Bronssms and his school, tauglit that typhoid fever
dE))(’}!dcd upon the ulceration of the bowels, and hence calied it enteric
fever. While Clutterbuck, at one tiae supposed that {ever depended
upon unl was symptomatic of influnmation of the Lrain, but on examin-
ing cuses after death, it was observed that there was no constant patho-
legieal chiange preseat, that in fact in the great majerity of cases, there
wer no morbid appearances detected 5 of course this necessitated, the
adoption of new views, and now all sound pathologists, are agreed in
considering it 2 essential disease, produced by certain changes which
take place n the blood. What sets this change a going? It is an
ammal poison of a specific nature which gets introduced mto the systems
and isabsorbed by the bleod. This is true from analogy, we find the
vires of small pex, producing specific eruption and generating a pecu-
Har fever, the same is true of scarlet fever, and also when pus, or any
oiher animnal putrescent snbstance finds its way into the blood, a pecu-
liar characteristie fever is produced which is very destructive to hfe.
Tle poisou of typhusis generatcd 1o the human systemi, and by being
comnnnicated from person to person, is capable of reproducing the
disease. Cun this poison be gencrated out of the system? I donot
know of any proof that would tend to show that that of typhus can be,
but T believe that typhoid fever, can be excited by the poison generated
in draing and cess pools. A few years ago, an old drain was opened
which ran through Westninister Abbey vard, near the houses occupied
by the officials, and the result was thata large number of cases of fever
occurred, resembling the typhoid met with in hospitals.

The first phenomena of fever noticed are of a nervous character.
The poison exerting a primary action on the ncrvous centres. The first
symptom usually noticed is a rigor, which is produced by a disturbance
of the cerebrospinal centre, and this is generally accompanied by severe
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nervous depression, the patient feels weak, and out of spirits, unable to
exermse his mental powers, has a severe hezdache &c¢. The rigor in
some cases Is repinced by a sensation of cold, usually felt dovn the back
and in some cascs even this passes without being noticed.  The patient
watks abmit tor a considerable time not kaowine from w nat he is sutler-
ing. L have frequently been consnlted by patients who Love come up
{rom the conntry &c., whose disease hal eseaped detection, while the
whole time they had been saffering frem fever, and I have always
noticed that those cases which come on gradually, at Iast bcome the
maost severe, as the nervous powers are exiausted bLefire treatment is
commenced. Now the next stage soon sets in, and may be recognised
Ly hot skin, quick pulse, tongne dry and covered with a dark fur, sordes
gppear on the teeth. and the strength is very much depressed, now in
the typhoid torin the bowels become relaxed, vhereas in the typhus they
are constipited, from the 3th to 7th day and in sume cases even later, an
eruption muy benoticed o1 the skin, this in sonse rare cases muy he absent,
but if carefmlly Jooked for wiil he detected in the great n.ajoenty. There
are two forms of Uns eruption, first, called rose cclourcd spots, second
rabealoil or mutberry. The first consists of minute cirenlar red spots
slightly elevated, seen cliiefly on the abdomen, back, chest, snd some-
times on the extremities, they disappear on light pressire and again
reappear, they are produced by hyperemia of the capillary vessels, and
not by extravasation of blood. They are peculiar to typhoid and are
quite diagnostic. The rubeoloid consists of a number of points of a
duskyred hue, and the colour is more marked in thosc cases where the
vital powers are very much depressed. 1t appears over the whole budy.
Two other forms of erapticn arc noticed, viz., petechire and sudamina.
The first consists of minute points of extravasted blood, differing in this
respect [rom all other forms of eruption. And they are not aflected by
pressure.  The sccond cousists of vesicles, and occur niost freanently
wear the_joints or where the perspiration is confined, being produced
by a perspiring condition of the skin, tney are met with in other
diseases as rhieumatic fever, phthisis. The discharge from the bowels
which occurs in typhoid fever is somctimes mixed with blood, and this
should excite in our minds considerable fear of ulceration of Teyers glauds.
The abdomen may become geuerally tympanitic or this may be chicfly
over the Ileum oreareum. This is also noticed in some cases of low
typhus, independantly of any ulceration of the bowels. Head symp-
toms appeur very ecarly in the disease, r.nd arc show by cither coma
wdeliriuny.  The patient is scupid and dull, connot answer guestions,
frgets the Listory of his case, lies Jistless and must be speken to loudly
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ere he can be aroused, deafness is usually present and sometimes to a
very great degrce, these soon pass iuto perfectly formed coma, proving
very cmbarrassing to the young practitioner, and requires a great
amount of firmness, decision and presence of mind on his part before he
cau treat it successfully, and this can only be attained by careful clini-
cal gbservation whilst a student. This train of symptums may be ab-
sent and then delirium takes thei: place. It may be wild and wakeful,
the patient acquiring fresh strength, so that he is able to exert himself
to such an extent as to require a number of persons to hold him in his
bed, and this exertion teuds greaily to exhaust his uervous energy. In
addition to these symploms arising from the hicad, we Lave those of the
respiratory organs especially in the typhus forta.  Thé bronchial mem-
brane becomes congesied, aud by many this is termed bronchitis.  Bat
in reality no inflammation exists, the congestion being due to theaction
of the poison. The blood sumetimes becomes infeeted with putrescent
malter, and this causes great congestion of the pulmounary capillaries,
and also an @demateus conditiowr of the lung tissue, producing rhonchi
which may be heard all through this organ, but especiaily in the most
dependant parts.  Another vomplieation arises und cre which must
not be overlooked viz., thut the patient lises the puwer of expelling
his urine, which may collect to an enormous extent, considerably in-
creasing the nervous phenomena.  There are o number of cases which
have recently been under your notice, which illustrate the disease very
well. (The learned lecturer then rcad from the hospital case-book the
history of several cases showing that the symptloms come on as related
and also that typhus fever usually euds gradually, whereas the typhoid
form usually ends by a critical discharge.) These cases were all treated
on the plan of giving stimulants, at the very cummencement of the
disease. I usually order } oz of Lrandy, to be given every two hours,
and the foliowing draught every three hours, R spl. ammon. arom. 5 ss.
ather chloric 3 ss. mist camph 3 ss. For the first day or two the pulse
remains stationary and I am quite satistied if it does not show
any tendency to increase, but if this should occur, it shows
an iucrease in the debility and calls for an increasc in the
quantities of stimulants given and not their reduction as many
suppose. In the treatment of fevers the first question which occurs to
yourself, and one which you are irequently asked is, can you cut the
disease short? 'Chis has beea attempted by many various kinds of
practice, but I must say that I do not think it can be arrested by any
kunown remedy. Thcre are cases recorded where the discase has termi-
nated in an wuusually short time ; but no doubt these patients suffered
before they came under the observation of the medical men, and hence
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the mistake. The treatment which I invariably adopt (as I said before)
s the carly adintoistration of stinmulants, and 1 have never had oceasion
toregret the pmstiaz of this niethed. When the patient is very much
prostratend yuimne way b given in the form of injections, with the very
boat resultse G Xomnxed wath staich, to which may be added tinet.
opsl. gr. X, ur mere if diarthea be present, This wall be found to be
retaaned by the bowels o nearly cevery instance. When any conges-
tion of the lungs ocews, mus'ard or turpentine may be applied to the
front and back of the elicsts oud should any tenderncss of the bowels
arse, urpentine nay be applied also, to the abdomen.  This local ap-
pication aronses the capillary system, aud co-operates Leneficially with
the stimulants @ivenr ainteroally. Diarrhaea must in every case be at
ence re<trained. and aperient medicines must not be given in the typhoid
fover, and the lowels in the typhus fever had better be opered by an
cncii, or by sonme gentle purgative as rhubarb or castor oil.  Should
cowma appear youanust not withhold your stimulants, but at the same-
tune the e wl muy be shavads aud a bhister applied to the back of the
neck.  The wirkelud form of delirivan s, in many instances, warded oft’
by the opuim goven 1w the wjection, and should it come on that is the
better way torostran it. Hemorrhage from the bowels often assumes a
dangerous forn, but fortanately iu turpentine we possess a very effica-
cious rewuedy.  Flis way be given as the stingulating aixture in doses
of from &'t X tu XXX, as often as «f may be requured, and, also. locally ap-
plied over the al:domen.

1 shall now conelude tlus lecture, by giving you a few rules, the
adoption of wlreh will greatly assist you in the treatment of the discase,

Ist, Never give your patieut up, for by persevering you often sueceed
the most hopeless cuses. 2ud, Always secure the assistance of an
esperienced nurse, never trusting to the relations.  3rd, Don’t be too
ansious to visit your patient, onee a day will generally suffice, but twice
it most w.ll be suflicient. 4th, A.oid any anxiety to explain new
smptows, for as a general rule symptoms should not be treated in
fever.  5th, Wateh the pulse carciully, remembering that increase in
the frequency shows an inercase in the debility. 6th, Examine the ab-
domen carefully every day, not so much for the sake of the bowels as to
weertain that urine is vot accumulating in the bladder. 7th, Never
gve apericnt ymedicine in typhoid,and in typhus it is the exception not
the rule, nud do not be over anxious about the secretions us tey wil}
Tappear wheit the {ever declines. &th, Restrain diarrhea.  9th, Sup-
Pt the patient’s strength.  10th, Increase of the coma or delirium
t%hows an increase in the debility, and calls for an increased quantity of
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stimulants. 11th, Coma is usually benefitted by applying a blister to the
back of the neck.

THERAPEUTICAL RECORD.

Lpilepsy—Troussean considers that ke has permanentiy cured twenty
epilepties in one hundred and fifly cases, treated with belladonna. His
inode of @iving the remedy, as deseribed in s ol nical lectures at the
lotel Dieu, is to make the pills of the extract and the powdcred roet of
beliadonna, aa 1-7tn grain. A pill to be taken every mght for the first
month; two pills doring the sccond month ; three on the third month,
and four during the fourth moirth. Ifat the end of twelve months the
register shews a diminution 0! the seizure, the remedy may be persisted
in, with great hopes of a perfect recovery in f{rom twoto four yearms.
The dose should not be increased, after the physiological action of the
r;‘uxedy is manifested.—Ranking’s Abstract, condensed from the Med.
Tines.

Ozalate of Potassa in Puerperal Discases.—Dr. Ritter von Brenuer
strongly recommends this substance in inflansmation of the peritoneum,
nterus, or ovary, and especially m the metro-peritonitis of puerperal
women. The formula is,

B. Aq. dest. 3vi.oxal. pot. gr. vi;sacch. 3ij. M. A spoonful every hour.
—Buchner's Repert. .

Muriate of Morphia and Coffee in Neuralgia.—M. Boileau reports that
he has derived great relief in the paroxysms of neuralgia from the admin-
istration of muriate of morphia ina very hot infusion of highly-roasted
coflee.  The dose is one centigramme ('1-7 grain)) for an adult, and less
in other ages or in peculiar temperaments. This may be repeated when
a violent paroxysm recurs, and if necessary it may be increased by frac-

tions ; but M. Boileau has never goue beyond two centigrammes.—Gaz.
des Hap\

Opriate Inhalations in Neuralgic Pains—Take two grains each of pow-
dered opium and sugnr, also i benzoin if desired, which sprinkle upon
a Lot shovel held under the patient’s nose. It will afford prompt relief
in coryza, with pain m the frontal sinus, asaiso in the various neuralgie

ains of the froutal, temporal and zygomatic regions, whether of av
wdiopathic or symptomatic nature.—St. Louss Med. Journ.

Chloroform in Colic.—M. Aran states that repeated experience con-
vinces him of the great value of chloroform given internally, as a curar
tive agent in colic, employing it also externally until the acuteness o
the pain iy somewhat subaued. No absclute dose can be laid down;
for, while. cases of medium intensity may require but 60 drops per diem,
severe ones may require from 100 to 300 drops. A portion is given in
water, suspended in mucilage, and about a third of the quantity in one

.



EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 313

or two Javements. The entire quantity shonld be miven in divided doses,
as the eflects are sovn dissipated.  From the second. or more rarely the
fourth or filth day. the coiic 15 relivved, but o lhess quantity of chluro-
form must be continned until stools .re re-estallisked, which will
wanally be the case spontancoausiy whea foudis given. In 21 cases only
3 required the use of &mrg.nliws. Still, in severe cascs, the duration of
treatment is abridged, the relapse rendered ivss peobabie, if the first
success of the chivrotoria be followed by a dose of custor ol or scidlitz
water. In chronic colic, occurring in persens who have often hiad the
disease, and where obstinate constipation i accompanied by moderate
in, chloroform is of nv avail, active purging alore succeeding.—Son-
thern Journal of Medical and Physical Scicnce.

Iodine in Fitous Tumors of the Ulerus—We olscrve that Dr,
West almast invariably orlders, for those of nis putients at St. Bartholo-
mew’s, who are the suljects of tibrons tumors of the mcrus, a loug
course of one or other ot ihe preparativus of iodine.  The fullowing is

pescription which was ordeccd for a widdle-uged woman who ap-
Phe& with that disease on Saturduy: Potassi iodidsy, gr. j. ; syrapi ferri
wdidi, m. xx. ; aquae carui, 3ss. Ter di¢ sumend.

Dr. West remarked at the time, that were the patient one in the
highest ranks of life, she would be just the one likely to be benefitted by
being sent to drink the Kreuznach waters (which contain iodides, and
also bromides.) In comnon with Dr. Rigby, and uther physicians, Dr.
West entertains 2 high vpinion ol'the valne of the iodides in procuring
the diminntion of these tumors.—London Med. Tinses and Guz. Buston
Mad, and Surg. Jour.

@The Wedical Chronicke.
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LICET OMNIBUS, LICET KOBIS OIGNITATEM ARTIS MEDIC® TUERL
Bomavpathic Treatment in Cholera.—~The homwopuths have long
busted of their success in the treatment of cholera. The published
satistics of their hospitals in Germany and other countries exhibited a
e of morlality highly flattering to the cffieacy of “ infinitessimuls,”
wd well calculated to attruct the atteation not vnly of the public genc-
Ally, but also of the public awthorities. Fortunately for the causo of
th and honesty, and we nuy add, humamty, the authorities of Mas-
Wlles, in the south of Fraace, determined, daring the late severe epi-
danie of cholern in that city, 1o test fuirly and openly the truth of what
& © boldly asserted. With this object they placed n ward of the
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Hotel Dien at the disposal of the leading homeopathic practitioner of
the place ; and were dunbtloss prepared to entrust him with the entlre
mauvagement of the hospital, shonld the peculiae treatment by incon-
ceivable quantities of remediid substances prove wmoie siccessiul than
that adopted by the regular practitioner.  Dr. Bouguet, writing to the
“ Gazette des Hopitsux,” snys—¢ Homaopathy has just received a se-
vere clieck in our town.  You Lave perhaps heard of the noise 1t made
Jast year with its pretended suecess in cholera. Dr. Chargé asserted
that he had not lost one out of several hundred patients, and he pub-
lished this statement iu the pohitical journals of Lyons and Bordeaux.
When, during the present vear, the scoarae visited us anew, the autho-
rities bestirred themselves, and Gunkiar it was thowr daty to bring the
truth to Light, they entrasted on2 of the wards in the Totel Diew to Dy,
Charge.  There, assisted by his colleagues in homa@opathy. by phnma-
ciens, and by some yonng people s adepts, who devoted themselves
1o tending the patients, for lie had found the ordinary staff insuflicient
and incompetent.) Lie obtained the result whicl might easily huvebeen
anticipated 5 the broad day-light did not display success.  Of 26 chnlera
patéents eclmitted into this ward, 20 died, and M. Chargé withdrerr. T
render the experiment conclusive, a ward had been set apart, in which
the patients were treated by rational means, which did not proless to
work wonlers.  Daring the same period, of 25 putieats admitted v 11
dicd.  Euach ward had its teern of reception. 1 think that these fucts aw
sutliciently decisive to rendera renewal of snch experiments necdless,
for if cience profits by them, whieh is doubtful, humanity suffers not a
little.”

We coufess to a strong feeling of affection for our kind. Human
suffering ever corimands our warmest sympathies. We grieve o sce
an intrectable discase seize the strong and the lovely, and, in spite of
medical art, hurry them to that country from whose bourne thereis no
returning.  Olten have we wished, during the course of the two epi-
demies of cholera tirroungh whiwh we have passed, that some remedy o
course ot treatment could be discovered whereby the ravages of this
fell disease might be <tayed. When, therefore, the homa@ope ths exult-
ingly procluimed their extruordimary suceess, we certainly desired that
their trentment nught be subjected to a fair, impartial trial.  This it has
now received, and its signal faiilure will tend to throw discredit on all
statements hereaiter made by the globulists s to their suecess in the
treatment of epidenne discases.
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Honor to Professor IFraser.—We have much pleasure in informing oun
readers that Dr. Frager, Professor of the Institutes of Medicine in the
University of MeGill College, has been elected a corresponding Fellow
of the Medical Soeivty of Londun. The intelligence was received by
the last English mail, in 2 communication from the secretary for foreigu
correspondence.  We congratulate the worthy prefessor at having re.
ceived such a deserving wark of honorable distinetion, and are sure that
to his numerous friends it will be as gratifying as to onrselves.

Honor to W. Marsden, Esq., M.D.—&ince writing ithe albove notice,
we have learned that 2 similar distinetion has been conferred npon Dr |
Marsden, of Quebec.  In a late number of the Mercury it is thus notie-
ed :-—¢ Al u late meeting of the Medical Society, (ieorge Street, Hano-
ver Square, on the 24th November, W, Marsden, 31D, of this city
{Quebee,) was elected a Curresponding Fellow of the Sociviy. We
think the honor judiciously coafirred and well deserved.”  We think
sotov, and hope cre long the talented Dr.will give an assurance in
kind to the society,of the propriety of his friends’ opinions.

Forcign honors have hitherto been few and far between in Canada
and therefore two of the saae sorty ard at the smne tinge, are the more
remarkable.  May we hope they may yet become

¢« Thick as auturmal leaves that strow the b voha,
In Vallombrosa.™

Female Physicians.—The Boston Med. and Surg. Journal in an edi-
trial on @ Female Physicians,” says:— We have hitherto spuken of
the difterence in the mental capacitics of the two sexes as a reason why
women will never make goed practitioners.  In the physical condition
o women, also, we find much in support of our views. The weakness
her bodily organization renders her less fit to undergo the incipient
fitigne, the loss of sleep, the exposure o weather at all hours of the day
ad night, which are the lot of the active medical practitioner. We
fave heard of an instance which illustrated this fact in a some what
hdicrous manner. A gentleman in New York had occasion, to sum-
mon a female physician, in the night time 1o a member of his faly
%o was suddenly taken ill. The visit bemng terminated, he was abont
Yretire to bed, when he was informed he was expeeted (o escort the
Yetor home 17

Report of ity Inspector of New York.—We have teceived from M.
Downing, the annual report for the year ending Dec. 31, 1854, presented
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by him to the Board of Councilmen of the City of New York. From
this valuable document we learn that there occurred, during the year,
28,568 deaths within the limits %of the City of New York. Of these
13,265 were males, and 13,303 were females.  The montls distinguished
for the greatest mortality are July and August; the per ceninge being
144 The diseases which caused death, are arranged in the summary
into classes and exhibit the following proportion per cent. :—Bones ard
Jjoint, 0.57 ; brain and nerves, 18.64; generative organs, 1.13 ; heart and
blood vessels, 1.96 ; lungs, throat, &c., 22.62; old age, 0.63 ; prematare
birth, 1.52; skin and eruptive fevers, 5.90; still born, 5.63; stomach,
bowels, and other digestive orgawvs, 33.71; uncertain seat, and geneml
fevers. 6.92 ; unknown to the Jury, and not stated, 0.19 ; urinary or "am
0.35. '.l‘hele occurred 6 fatal cases of yellow fever dnrmg the vear.
The attention of the medical profession buing, at present, stronzly dircet-
ed towards the determination of questions relating to the preclivity ior
certain diseases, which is exhibited by persons en '\rred in certain trades
and occupations, we are pleased to find that Mr. Downing has intre-
duced a table into his repurt shewing the disease, and occupation of as
wmany male adults as he could obtain returns for. This table, if extend-
¢ dy will hereafter be of great value to the medical staliscian.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Lonvon, 7th December, 1853.

it is now upwards of nine months since tie date of my lusi leiivr, and
1 have no news to communicate on the subject of medical reform. We
are living in cxpectancy, with the idea that something may be done
tlis forthcoming session, but the war, promising to become even of
greater magnitude than heretofure, is likely to absorb everything else of
a minor character. It is possible nothing will be done fer another year
in conseguence. :

To attempt 2 deseription of even a portion of the operations, I have
witnessed for so many months, will be a hopeless task, I may in my
next give an outline of several of the more important and the 1nost re-
markabic. Latterly many of these, T witnessed 1n company with the
Messts. Stevenson, from Canada West, worthy graduates of McGill
Cullege, and two young men the college may justly feel proud of. They
have seen every institution of note in London, and lave picked upa
vast amount of knowledge on practical surgery; they have scen and
conversed with most of the leadiag mea, wers Licquent guests at the
different secietics, and have left London with regret for Edinburgh, m
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which city they distingnished themselves, by becoming liceutiates of
the college of surgeons oun the 4th inst. '
Last Tuesday evening was one of the most interesting meetings of
the Pathological society, that has taken place since it has been in exis-
tence, from the remarkable number and character of the specimens
exhibited, and the unusual fulness of the meeting itself, many of the
follows having to stand for want of seats. As to the variety of the
specimens, it cowld not have been surpassed by the most recherché
dinner. lu the very centre of the long table, on each side of which
were ranged the exhibitors, was a large, very large, cevtre dish, con-
taining o truly moastrous ovarian tumour, which had bcen removed by
our humble self 5 days previons from the body of a woman aged 31
years, the subject of uvarian disease fur 7 years. It weighed 106 pounds,
and was the largest specimen of any kind ever brought before the
society, and justly excited iderable int and astonishment at its
dimensivns. Scattered about the table were numcrous other dishes,
containing sections of an amputated leg, with large osteo-sarcomatous
tamour round the tibia, exhibited by my kind friend, Professor Ferguson ;
a dissected leg, showiny the disposition of the foot and tendons ina
ase of equino-valgus, exhibited by De. Murchison; aneurism of the
femoral, where the external iliac was tied Ly Mr. Ferguson ; cancerous
tomors ; discased kidneys; lungs; bowels; poisoned stomachs; disensed
bladders; p glands; ia, &c.; in fact there wasscarcely sparo
fora towel on the table, so much was it crowded with the choicest un-
cocked pathological viands. Men naturally get hungry at such sights;
itisa fecling beyond their control. We were commonly afflicted in
this way, when residisg in the General Hogpita} in your city, after
making several antopsies at the termination of the daily visits. As
huager must be satisfied under such rircumstances, a plentiful amonnt
of tea, coflee, and entables, arc supplied at the termination of these
sgreeable and most instructive meetings. I have only to refer your
readers to any of the volumes of the Transactions of the Society, more
prticularly the two last, as to the character of its laburs, and will be
Yappy at all times, to take guy Canadian friend to judge for himself.
Our London Medical Society is not behind the Pathological in inter-
ot Lut its labors are of a different stamp. Those at a distance might
®|ppose its proceedings cold aund icy, fror» the nature of its presiding
feaius, (the chair being occupied by Suow,) but I can assure all, that

e reverse is the fact, for althongh we aro tly in the
4mow we do not feel the effects literally applied to it, as Dr. Snow is
twarm hearted person, a good president, and an ¢ of warmth aud

®d feeling is constantly manifested at the meetings under his presi.
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dency. Some nights back he gave a dinner to a large number of the
Fe]]o-ws at the Thatched Hounse Tavern, at which we were present, and
where the tendency altogether was calorific. At the right ¢! the presi-
dent.sat Dr. Clutterbuck, whom I had the pleasure of hearing spesk,
He is the present father of the Society, and upwards of 80 years of age,
in full possession of all his faculties.  You might suppose that the duties
of the president of the Medical Society are solely to preside at its meet-
ings, but snch is not the case, he has to preside at the annual dinner and
aive the toasts, and morcover one of his especial privileges is to give
severul dimners during the winter to the active and influential fellows
of the Naciety. These bring the president and lelow's into frequent aad
agrecable communication with one another, the office therefore is much
seught after by the older feliows, and is looked npon as one of the great-
est honours our profession can confer.

I niust not omit to mention, that, at a recent meeting of the Me lical
Society, Dr. Fraser, of Montreal, and Dr. Marsden, of Quehec, were
clected corresponding Fellows; an announcement, I am sure, which
will be received with pleasure by their numerous friends. They make
five Canadian physicians in all, who have been thus honoured ; and the
Society is very chary of electing any, unless persons of some standing
and position in the profession, or who have distinguished themselves in
medical science.

Of the solids and fluids consumed by all classes of her Majesty's
subjects, nonc are in such demand as sugar; it is not only very scaice
but very dear. and many of the lower orders can only purchase it in
very smal' quantiticse This seareity 1s believed by many political
econnmists aslikely to continue some vears. Now it isa question worth
considering. whether the sugar of the muple nught not be exported from
Canada with advantage to the mawufacturer; but in a gravular o
crushed form, and deprived of jts colour, to sume extent. I merely
throw out the snggestion which sorae may think worthy of coosides-
tion. Looking at the point in a physiolegical sense, T believe the de
privation of sugar among the lower classes likely to be followed by
general emaciation, aud a tendency tv many of the exhausting diseases,
especially chionic pnlmenary complaints.

I haveendeavoured to show, e¢lsewhere, and T think satisfactorily,
that the great source of combustible fut in the cconomy is u proper sap
ply of sugar,and although we may already lave a good deal of in
herent sweetness i our composition, a supply from withont is a mattet

of uecessity, and at the present time one of anxiety.
G.
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HOSPITAL REPORTS.
MONTREAL GENERAL HOSPITAL.

Hydrocele treated by Tapping, and application of Nit. Silver to wnterior of
Sac—(Beperted by Nir. Alexander Kirkpatriek.)

William Wkaley, @t 27, wheaithy Jocking Tnshman, was admitted
into hospitad, Sept. 14, 1830, for o scavtal swelling. e states that about
three months ngo, while in the act of getting on horse-inck, his foot
lipped, and,in fulling agaiast the pommel of the saddle, he injured hus
testiele. At the time he experienced great puin in this part,and in a
duy or <0 it commenced swelling. He songht relief of a practitioner,
who gave lnm a lotion, but the swelling inereasing imipeded him greatly
in work, and he applied for admission into hospital. The tumour, on
admission, was found to be confined to right half of scrotum, and pre-
sented the following appearances: In shape it wus pyriform, the
broadest part inferiorly, it was compressible and clastic, and gave no
pain ou being handled. 1t communicated ne impulse on coughing, and
elicited a dunll sound on percussion. 1t hore a strong resemblance to an
inflated gall-bladder, i its ontward shape,as well as in its size. "The
surface was smooth, and uniformly rounded. Tt was semi-transpareut,
aud fluctuated obscurely. 'The swelling extended along the cord to the
external ring.

Sept. 15.—~Tumour much about the same, and continued so till 19th,
when the following cperation was performed by Dr. Wright:(—The
front surface of tie swelling was tapped inferiorly with 4 swall trocar,
the stillet was withdrawn, und the canula allowed to remain io situ,
immediately abont 3iv of fluid escaped, baving the characters of serum in
being clear, straw-colored, transparent, Himpid, and cozgulating by tests
foralbumen. A camcl’s hair pencil loaded with strong solution witrate
of silver (o7, xX. to Zj.) was then introduced through the cauula, and
freely brushed over the inner surface of the tunica vaginalis by moving
the handle 1n various directions.  This having been satisfactorily
effected, the brush and canula were removed,and the patient put to bed.

Next day proof was observed of the occusrence of the action endea-
voured to be cxcited ; the scrotum was more largely swollen than it had
ever heen before ; the right half was three times its ongiual size; the
mvesting skin was rod, the tumour felt dvughy, and puia was com-
pained of, as well as some secondary fever. A lotion was directed to
be applied containing laudanum and diacetate of lead.
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Iiohteen days afterwards he left the hospital perfectly cured. The
milammation internally provoked had gradually subsided, and after its
entire disappearance, the right testicle was found equal in size to the
left, and no trace of cffusion discovered in the tunica vaginalis; while
every reason existed for presuming a recurrence of the hydrocele to be,
i not impossible, highly nuprobable.

MEDICAL NEWS.

Alr. Brodie, a son of Sir B. Brodie, has receutly been elected Professor of Chemistry 4o

Oxford Umversity.——Dr. dtark, the superintendaut of Medical Statistics to the Registrax
Genrral, under the new act for the registeaiton of burths, marriages, and deaths in Scotland,
1epmils that forty-one out of every hundred people who die in Dandee, die without medical
atiendance. The Scctety of Surgery, Parts, have decided absolately from a large mass
of facls, thal sypinis 1s not capable of being trausmitted with the vaceine virus.——The
funeral of M. Majendie has just tahen place, aud is described in very touching terms by
the rrench journats. The chtel mourners were nephews of the deceased; the pall-
bearers wers MM, Flourens aud Seires, Stanislaus Julien of the literary department of
the academy \ Venne Duboss, and Daveanes A funeral oration was pronounced by M.
Andral.un‘\f‘ a o cond for the College of France by M. Flourens, They manage ihese
things betler 1 i rance thau  Boglaud. The last physologist i London, the translatorof
Aundral, poor Spritan, died i @ work-louse, and w0 wember of the College of Surgeons in
Iis officral capacity atlended the funeral of the late Barnsby Cooper, while Aston Key
also hes unwept, unhenored, and unhuown.—~—Sixty-uine cases of Cholera are reported
daly at Madrid, and ntiy-mne deaibs. Cholera is ou the increase at Naples, and has
created such a sensation at Catama, 1o dicily, that every one who could leave, including
the madical pracutioners, have fled the city 1 alacmi.  ‘The consequence has been that the
poor have suftered severely, and they ace cetishang daily 1 the most dreadfu! manner.—
During the week ending October 27th, seven cases ot Cholera ocewrred 1n London,—
Ur. Liettieby tas been appointed offic.r of health v the city of Loudon, n place of Mr.
Simon.——Dr. Laycock has been dlected t5 o chair ot Theory and Practice in the
Umversity of Edinburgh, wt place of Dr. Alisou 1esigned ; Lis chief competitor was Dr.
AL Wood ——Tne Muntewr des Hoptaua vouches tor thie authenticity of the following.
and of their recent oceurrence.  The sceue of the first is an examuung hall in Paris. A
candidate having been ashed by Jus examnes io state ihe upinivas held by Stoll respecting
the employment of puigau es, made reply that w the Cours de la Fucul!{ which he had at-
tended, he hiad never been taught the answer to that question. ¢ Par Dieu, Monsieur;?
exclaumed theProfessor, * 1t you have Jeaint only what the faculty teaches, I can,assure
you you huow no great thangs.” The sceoud 1s repotted from Montpelier. A venerable ex-
aminer addressed a student thus,  you are aware. dvubiless, tat the spinal column eonsists
of several preces 17 ¢ Xes, sir, 70 or 89 [ believe.™ ¢ Not quite so many, but no matter.
Do you know how the preces are kept together 72 Yes, sir,. . . . they are united. . . by
cooobyoo by aband” ¢ Gaod; but what do you call tie baud 7°7 #Sir, the band 1t
«oooascalled. . as. . cais. .o s the vital prinaiple.” ¢ Quite night, sirj to be sure there
are a tew others, but they are qule secoudary § and withoeat the one you have mentioned
all would be useless.”

BOOKS RECEIVED FOR REVIEW.
Tarrish’s Practical Pharmacy, 1855 ; Sargent’s Jlinor Surgesy. From
Messrs. Blanchard & Lea, Fhiladelphia.



