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'BETWEEN TWO.

‘And thoy camo unto the brook of Eshrol, and,
cut down from thence & branch with one
cluster of grapes, and they bare it between
two upon & staff.”—NuMBERS xiii. 28,
Thé cluster of Eshcol is famous am-

ong fruits of the earth. Divines have

delighted to find in it a symbol of those
superlative delights which afford to be-
lievers on earth a foretaste of their fu-
ture bliss. Our readers do not need to

traverse that well-known path, nor did

we take up our pen to write of that

“earnest of the Spirit” which is the

pledge of the.rest of heaven. The car-

Tying of the notable clus er between two,

is the one point which bas caught our

eye and set our mind in motion. Why
was it carried on a staff in that fashion ?

Surely not principally because of its

weight, for the hugest bunch of grapes

imaginable would be an easy burden for

a man. Was it not to preserve the

beauty, freshness, and bloom of the lux-

uriant cluster, that the spies thus bore
it to the camp? One bearer alone
could not have kept the luscious fruit
fincrushed and usbruised ; but two, with

a little care, carried it in safety. Among

all the proofs of Canaan’s plenty, none

was more overwhelming than the cluster
which two must bear between them.

Reader, among the joys of believers,

none are mrre sweet than those which

require Clristian fellowship to develop
them.

The joy which we gratefully tell to an-

other is doubled to oursclves, and pre-
served far longer in the soul.  The
prayer in which two agree is prevalent
beyond and above all solitary devotion
for it hatha special promise of a sure re-
sult. The praise which streams from
brotherly hearts and voices, each help-
ing to swell the strain, has the richness
of the firat ripe fruit about it. To for-
sake the assembling of ourselves to-
gether, would involve the loss of one of

the dearest Christian privileges, forithe
worship of the Church below is the ves-
tibule of the adoration of heaven. 1f
ever heaven comes down to earth, it-is
in the communion of saints. Our Lord’s
table is oftentimes glory anticipated.
The prayer meeting often seems to be
held close to Jerusalem’s city wall; it
stands in a sort of border land between
the celestial and the terrestrial; itisa
house and yet a gate, fruition and ex-
pectation in  one, the house of God and
the very gate of heaven. Church-fél-
lowship is meant by our Lord Jesus to
be the table upon which the daintiest
meats of the banquet of grace are served
up: those who veglect it crush their
grapes for want of a friend to help them
to carry the cluster.

Are there none among us whose soli-
tude isa solemn injury to their joys?
Might not many a downcast one take
good heart if he would but associate
with a Christian companion? . . .
Jesus sent out His disciples by twos, for
He knew that each wou'd cheer his
fellow. Service is usually best in com-
panionship; he who works altogether
alone will be in his temper either too
high or too low, censorious or despond-
ing. Two are better far than one; they
not only accomplish twice the work, as
we might have expected, but they fre-
quently multiply their power seven times
by their co-operation. . . To finds
brother is to find a pearl of great price;
to retain a friend is to treasure up the
purest gold. BETWEEN TWO UPON A
sTAFF we find happiness.

Reader, be not a carping eriiic, sep-
arating from everybody. There is surely
something common to thee and another
which thou and he may work for or
rejoice in. Be the friend of men, and
not the reviler of thy kind. Be a bond
in the church, not a separating knife.
Little children love one another—
Spurgeon.
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I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget its cunning.—Psalm 137, 4-5.

DILIGENCE AND DEVOTION.

A Sermo~N BY THE REV. D. McKar, or
GAIRLOCH, PREACHED AT CAPE JOuN, o
WEDNESDAY, JAN. 10, 1877, ON OCCASION
oF THE PRESBYTERY VISITATION.

“ And at even when the ‘sun did set, they
brought unto him all that were dizcased &c. . .
and in the morning, rising up a great while
before day, he went out and departed into a
solitary place and there prayed.”—Mark 1.
32:35.

Parallel passages—DMatt. viir. 16,17, Luke
1v. 40, 41, 42. Of these three narratives,
that of Mark js the fullest. It contains an in-
cident omitted altogether by Mathew, and only
distantly alluded to by Luke,—Our Lord’s
solitary prayer early in the morning. These
and other differences between the thres Evan-
gelists in their relation of this passage in the
life of Christ are characteristic of themselves
a8 Bvangelists. and of the objects which they
had severally inview. Thus Mathew, the
Jew, writing to the Jews, that in Christ they
might be led to recognise the predicted Messiah,
arranges his narrstive s0 as to bring out there-
inthe falfilment of that prophecy in Isaiah re-
garding Christ which he quotes—* Himself
took our infirmities, andbare our sicknesses,”
Luke on the other hand whose object, as he
tells us himself in the beginning of his Gaospel,
was to set forth in order, a declaration of the
trath as jt had been delivered by eye-wit-
nesses, gives & connected narrative, describing
first the cure of the sick, secondly the casting
out and rebuking of tho devils, and lastly
Jesus’ departure. Mark, again, has always in
view the Gospel realized in Christ and taught
by Christ. He styles his narrative of that
blessed life, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, in the
very first'verse. Ho confines himself to the
official life—the life of doiug and preaching

and suftering—the gospel embodied. And he
ends ashe began, by tel'ing usin the 15tk
verse of the last chapter that™ Jesus arter Huv-
ing finicshed the Gospel by his xcsucrection
commissioned his disciples to preach it to all
the world, which they did, he tells us in the
two last verses, after the Lord’s ascension,.
¢ the Lord working with them, and confirming
the word with signs following” The object
of Mark, in the preseat instance, as always, is
therefore to shew how the Gospel,—tho gocd
pews of the Kingdom of God, peace on earth
and good-will towards men,~—was accomplished
and preached by Jesus Christ. It was his
work to preach it; for therefors came he forth.
and he did so by teaching on 1he Sabbath day
in the s\ nngogue, as in verse 21st, and that
with authority and not as the Scribes. lie
confirmed his word thus authoritatively ut-
tered by his wondrous woiles, which attested
his docirine in two ways. first, they testified
its oriyin, a3 from God who only doeth won-
derful works; and secondly, they testified to
its naturo, asa gospel of mercy and love.
Thus you see that Jesus not merely spoke the
Gospel, but did it; not merely taughs the
Gospel, but livedit, not merely brought the
Gospel with him as a doetrine from heaven,
but was thut Gospei himsslf He shewed
$orth it peace when he stilled the tempess on
the sea, and the fiercer tempest in the souls of
raging demoniacs. e testified of good will
to men indeed us in word when he cured the
sick. And in every work he did, @3 in cvery
word ho uttered, he gave glory to God in ths
highest. He was the Gospel; Ho did the
Gospel ; he spoke the Gospel; and by being
doing, and speaking, he was always preaching
the Gospel, and fulfilling the great object of
his life. This passage then is an exhibition
of the Gospel, in tne person and work of
Christ. Mark how the parallel passages, while
chiefly illustrative of that view of Christ's =is-
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sion peculiar to each of them, illustrate this
view likewise. This Muthew in proving
Clirist to be, Messinh bf his fulfi Iment of an-
ciert prophecy, proves him to be the Saviour,
the Gokpel hkewise, ‘ Himself took onr in-
firnut.es und buare our sicknesses.” He brought
peace and he gave it. by taking our infirmities
and their eroubles 1 poa Limself, and he mani-
fested his good will and compassi. n by bearing
our sickneeses as his owm burden, stooping
down 10 lift up the burden under wnich we had
fallen, that we might be raised like unto him-
self. Whatdivine compassion. How worthy
of God’s anvinted son! ke cume in all the
fulness of Gospel Messing to every miseruble
man hefore him.  He entered into the separate
sorrow of every afflicted soul in all these mul-
titudes, as his Gosjcl now comes into every
heart, with a different note of gladness for each
one, consolition to this, health to that, hope to
this other.  The Divine vemedy has init the
virtue of many separate remedies ; and Chnst
who applies it has an ear for each, a word of
comfort, & look of love, a stretching forth of
the hand to save, a8 cach!nceded its applica-
tion. So St. Loke tells us in Ass version of the
story, that Christ Jaid his hund on everyone ot
them, and healed them.  The work was care-
fully aud feelingly done; forit was gospel
work, addressed to each man, and for the com-
plete restoration, first of the body, and through
that, as an embiem, of the soul.  And from ail
the sbove narratives tuken together, wo learn
these two things as to the way in which Chi'st
did this Gospel work.

1. He was very diligent therein.

2, He was very prayerfu’ therein,

Hie life was 4 life of diligence and devotion
combined. We have to inquire how it could
bero. And theansweris:

1. He lovked upon hiswork as sppointed hy
God. His was a religious diligence.

He dul not allow his woik to interfere with
hisdevotion. He rose the earlier, and retired
to piay, when he had much to do, and had
muliitudes thionging him.  We have now to
view, for oar own berefit, Christ’s woiking
and devotion under these aspects, as therely
the 1ype of all rue work and a’l true prayer.
It is the former of which I shall speak at
Pprefent.

His was the type of all true woik in Fthis
worhed. It has been well observed that «we
read of his weeping, and His heing wearicd, of
his being troub ed in spiiit, but we never read
that he rested, except upon the brin- of g well
by the wayside ; nor that he slept, except in
the ship.” Ress, enjoyment, social happi-
ness were not the leading features of his llfe;
but work and prayer. My meatis to do the
wiil of hiro that sent me, and to finish his

work.” -““I'must work while it is day.* “I
came not to do mine own will, but the will of
him thut sent me.””  His activity was incessant.
He went about doing goed. Atone rime, the
multitude press upon him* se that he is fuin to
go into a ship and teach them therelrom. At
another, we tind many coming and going, xo
88 to leave him no leisure »o much as 1o eat,
In the present instance, no sovner has the
Jewish Sabbath ceased at sunset, thun all the
city i8 gathered together at the duor of the
house where he is, and has just wrought a
miracle of healing upon Peter's wite's mother,
to be fo'lowed by many others before he al-
lows himsclf to vetire torest, of which we are
told nothing except that each and all were in-
dividually healed, and the evil spints one hy
one expelled. You will remwk tow in the
passage before us, demoniaca] pussession is a8
real a disorder as uny of those diverso sick-
nesses cured amidst the crowd.  The very
distinction made by ench evangelist hetween
the two species of plagues. implies thas in
their estimation, derived from the example of
Christ the one wasas real as the other—pos-
session as disease, and thatthe one cou d not
be reduced to the other; they wcere two dis-
tinct conscquences manifest in the body of the
great spirtual disease ot sin, and Jesus ad-
opts different modes of treatment accordingly,
He says to the sick man, thy taith harh maude
thee whole; but to the demonine,—~Go thy
way and come out of him. He charges the
evil spirits besides not to speak, because they
knew him,~ an injunction which has no mean-
ing excer t with reference to anotber, u bigher,
and alien personahty within the man holding
him in subj ction, and knowing the person of
Jesus of which every mere man was as yet
ignorant.

But our chief object under the present head
isto pomtto Jesus as the «xample we shonld
have in view in our work. Mark whata
busy life his was, and yet how religious and
heavolent, how full of G- 4, how full of gond.
And the key to this, as I huve already said, i,
that he looked upon everything he had to do
as part of the work which'God had given him.
He had, as is we e, no time at his disposal ; and
wap nicver troubled thercfore with the difflcalty
of disposing of it, never reduced to the melan-
choly cccessity of killing time. He knew
wem iness, knew it too well, but not ennui.
Amidst 2'] his suflerings, there was nathing of
she vacancy and gloom of idleness, nothiag of
listiess, of ennui—nothing of the fantastic im-
eginations and chitmerical peevishuess of a lnvfe
that reverses the order of mawre, a lite in
which men no longer find pleasure in toi,
and ure forced to mike a toil of pleasare.  He
enjoyed little~-but ho was spared the auguish
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o “eing with enjoyment, and so jfenced round
with comfors as to have nothing ' left cither to
fear or hope.

He never required to undergo tho mast
fatiguing of pursuits in tho pursuit of plensure;
ke preserved his natusz! capacity of erjovment
eutire by temperance; he never needed to
stitnulate a weary desire. or set about laborious
contrivances of pleasure wnich he louged to
feel, but could not, or have recourse to any
of the other miscrable artifices and hollow
schemes by which those redueed to the ost
heartless and inane of all lives, tho lite of
mers pleasure, endeavour to fill up a gap that
is 8 ways growing, and satisfy a gwant that is
always craving more. No: the lifo of Chriss
isof an awful sadness, we know and feel, but
a sndness as of a dark cloud behind and even
through which the sun of heavon is shining;
jts shickest darkness adumbrated with the
licht of God; its elyes bright with fglory.
Many passions, strong passions awaken within
us as we read that life, and move some to
tears, inspiro others with heroic resolution to
dound suffer all for Christ; but one emution

n:ver suggests, the miscrable fecling of
utter wicane sadaess, weighing upon the
spirit like lead, with which we read of alife
tga't was wasted in pleasurs or unworthy
tasks, with its highest powers left useless or
degraded to all manner of drudgery. Such
lives werebetter le't unsaid. Perhaps they
were enjoyed Wt the time of passing through
them ; but assured'y they will not boar a re-
prospect, either from their owners or any one
else. The lifs of pleasure furnishes no ma-
terialy for history ; its most dignified incident
scarcely impresses with respect; its successes
are seen now to be hollow ; its failure are so

itiful, so mean, as hardly to rise even to the
evel of o warnin% Compared with the dark-
ness of such a life, before, behind, and now,
the miscry of looking back, the ennui of the
¢-s1t, the abiecnca of hope, compared with
all this, the .ife of our Lord is brightas day.
For that life fulfilled]its aim ; the other kmisses
it cacirely.

To be like Christ in this particular, you
onght to regard all the times? and seasons of
Jife, all its occupations, if lawful, all its daily
employments, even all its little chafing cares,
sod petty tasks, as gent by God, partof onr
religion, and the fulfi.ling of them 4 religious
act, a religious duty, or a religious permission,
or a religious bles&in% God gives us these
tkings to do for him. Iknow not where weare
todraw any line benenth which religion is not to
eome. Christ drew none. He was about his
Father’s business when sitting by the well of
Jacob, when resting frem his labours, asleep
in the ship rocked by the storm, or going in to
be guoest with Laccheus. Fewijthings are more

remarkable in his life than the way in which
important consequences often attach themsel-
ves to what we should call trifling events,  If
he had not sat down by the well, the woman
of Samuria, with many ot her townsmen,
would uot have been converted ; had he not
walked by the sca of Gali'lee, ho would nog
huve found his disciples. Had there not been
the seven loaves and a few smnll fishes, there
would not, humanly speaking, have been the
miracle of the loaves and fisnes. And so with
other things. Our Lord is constantly in the
habit of tracing out the hand of God, even in
the smallest matters. The very hair of our
heads are all numbered. e finds a cols tied,
whercon never man sat, ready for his trinum-
phal entry into Jerusalem. A man bearing &
pitcher lcads his disciples into the house where
the last passover was to bueaten, snd the Lord's
supper instituted. The crowing of 8 cock marks
the progress and the conclusion of Pcter’s de-
nial. Whatdo we learn from allthis? Jus:this
lesson, to look upon the duty, the work, the
amusemeatof the hour as our pyoper occupa-
tion for that hour, which God has sent us.
He is not a taskmaster who appoints us our
hours of work, pays us our wages, and sends
us'away. Hois a Father who is ever with us,
and delights in our happiness when it is inno-
cent, and helps_us in our lawful employments.
It wou'd add :nfinitely to the happiness of your
life to think that God does not regard as be-
neath his notice or approval the hours you
spend with your friends, or in; reuding, or
houschold work, or any other things which it
may be beneath the dignity of this place to
mention,but which it is not beneath the dignity
of your Father in heaven to look upon and
bless. God bas appointed your life, My
brethren. More than that, he has lived your
life himself on earth and taught you thereby
that he is with you now, as your Father and
your friend, in all work and p.easure which
are not unlawful. There are two practical ap-
plications to be made of this subject. The
first regards our employed time; the second
what we call our spare time, Lessons there-
fore the one for men of leisure; the other for
men of business. JFirst, as to men of business,
who have so much to do, and as they tell usso
little time to do it in, the danger with them
is thas they become irreligious altogether, from
their imagining it to be impossible to combine
the habitual exercises of religion strictly so
called, fami:{ and private prayer, with thoie
engrossing daily work  They have little
leisure, we grant, for meditstien. The work
of the physician, the lawyer or the merchaat is
not the best Atted for disposing to self com-
munion. The religion of the student snd tke
woman, moditation and prayer, would be stitf™
and unnatural to the man of business. His
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prayer can only be an cjaculation, Ifhe medi-
tates, he will be liable to dieam, and do
nothing well,  Still, he may be religious; he
must be religious, tv work well. hat is a
profession A livelihood, in the world’s
hease. No, itis not a livelihoad ; it is a lite.,
tis & man's tryiog to answer, ns he best can,
the first question in the Shorter Catechism,
¢ What is the chief end of man*”  You do
not suppose that this present lifs is all cild’s
play, and that its great object is not wronght
out till. hereafter. Why, life on the other
hand, is all nost-serious ; all religious ; a good
life, such as many lead, i# a hymn ; the life of
Jesus Christ an unbrok:n hymn, of praise.
When & man chooses a profession he
should be think himself, that he is now
about te live in the trucst sense, and to do
that which shall be repeated for ever to his
eternal honowr or his eternal disgrace.  He is
going to glorify God, as he best can ; and to do
30, the first thing required is, that he throw
himself into his profession heart and soul. I
say, any view of religion which goes to make
out that a man dare not do this, for his soul's
sake, is false and unnawral. Any view of
religion which presents; our work in? this
world as our work enly, andnot God's work,
and from which the natural inference 3a that to
do that work heartily, as unto the Lord is
impossible, isa view that has no authority
from the Bible, and that puts asunder what
God has joined, work and religion. A man’s
work, whatever that be, is his religion, in tho
trucst sense. Such a doctrine, of course, is
liable to abuse, and necds its safeguards. What
right has any manu, or class of men,—~Whut
right has Sasan, the author of confusion and
misrepresentation, to take from God's superin-
tendence thosegreat secular profess.ons withont
-which this woald would be & wilde ness, and
‘we wandering savages theroin? Thoy belong
to-God, every one of them'; ard to say they do
not, is merely to repeat a falsehood of the
Facher of lies. ¢ All these things will 1 give
thes "—lie has notjthem to give. e has only
the lust of the fiesh, the lust of the eye, the
pride of life, undue desire of these things, un-
godly abuse of them. The things thomselves
are not his, hut God's. Bvery lawful profes-
-siom is religious ; it becomes woridly, through
the worldliness of its members, as itis degraded
by the unworthiness of its members. Thus for
instance, is that noblest of secular professions,
whose membersare privileged to go about doin,
good as Jesus Christ did it, healing those op-
pressed of the Devil with divers sicknesses,—
thus is it degraded by men who enter into it
‘with otherand selfish aims, who live by fraud,
preteading to a knowledge they have never
red and to a skill they never could ac.
and whoss character and aims are fitly

_why do we speak of them at all?

summed up in one expressive word which X
need not here guote And so it comes, that
healing is looked upon not so much as a good,
religious work~a work for which we honour
the man who does it, as simply a work, which
must be paid for, and when it _is unsuccessful,
is paid for with grumbling. That work, to ba
rightly done, must bo done to_God, with high,
pure, unselfish aim, with resolute self-sacrifice
such as many shew, with humble acknow-
ledgement of God's gifts, and above all with.
decpest trust in his blessing when we try to da
ourduty therein. Thus again is that other
noble profcesion whose proper idea is the
custing out of the demon of discord righting
wrong, defending the poor and needy from
their oppressor executing judgnaent and justica
in theearth for all that are oppressed, aud pre-
scrving society under the guardianship of that.
law, of which, asa grand old writer says,
“ there can be no loss acknowledged, than thag
her seat is the bosom of God, her voice the
harmony of the world” thus again is that pros.
fessson of suchexalted dignity and honour,
that profession to which should belong in
fullest measure the blessing of the peaccmakers
degraded often to a bye word by those who
entering it for gain and not for godliness, use
their knowledge to foment strife rather than
to heal it, and are a cursoe instead of a blessing
to a Christian land. And last of all, how i§
that profession ot which it becomes not meto
speak, degraded beneath the level of them all
by those who have entered it for a piece of .
bread, make use of its high themes of sacred
eloquence and its mantle of respect, to win
them popularity, applause, fortune, who sre
all things to all men, but not that they might
save some,—men of whom the Apostle Paul |
had he lived in our day, might have told us
even weaping, that they are the encmies of
the cross of Christ, whose end is destruction,
(whoso God is sheir belly,) and whose glory.
is in their shame. who mind sarthly thinga.
These are the worst cases, God forbid
that we should speak of them as common—xand

5 i%
not to shew that the parable of the wheat
and tares js oft times repeated, and that
there is not & good work which God has upon-
earth but the enemy as has his connterfeit, so
prominent, so shameless, that men, looking 2o
further, begin io think that it is all counterteit;,
and good men having that work to do, do it
fearfully and with suspicion, as if God were n -
some depree offended with them for doing it
He is offended,pand ustly, when you withs
draw youtallegiance from him, and do. the
work with other motives and in another
spirit than he has ordained. Bat itis well-
pleasing in His sight to see a man in whatever
station diligent in his work, doing all thinge
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s unto the Lord, ceunting it a joy and honor
to work for Him, and a privilege to do good
thereby. And the most striking verificaticn
of this his pleasure is to bo found in the fact
that there are none whom God has more sig-
vally blessed with all virtue,—nonv shewing
more true, god fearing, honest, manhood, more
gentleness with such courage, more softness
with such fortitude than many members of
these great secular professions whose Godlike
function it is to supp'y our needs, to defend us
from our encmies, to protect us from injustico,
to guide us to what is right, and to heal our
digeases and redeem our life from destruction,
Let it not be forgotten, that we owzone Gospel
to a tax.gatherer, another to a physician, an-
otherto a fisherman, The larger part of the.
New Testnment was written by one of whom
it might have been said (in the strictest sense)
that he was a lawyer, bred at .ho feet of
Gamaliel. And mose striking of all, the faith
which by its simplicity and its strength affect-
ed eoven the Son of God with astonishment,
faith unparalleled in Israel, was the faith, not
of a Levite, but & Centurion, & man of war,
who used his profession to bring him to
Christ.

We have a second and a short lesson to
learn from this subject as regards the Mfilling
ap of our leisure time. Now, in the first place,
time is one of the most precious gifts of God,
and to waste if, is to despise the giver,—is
practical ungodliness. A very frequent way
of wasting sime,ithe best intentions to the con-
trary notwithstauding results from awant of
order in the use of it. Nothing is done at the
right time. ‘The dictate of one’s better self in
mements of reflection is unheeded, and as the
call of some frivolous motive, we leave our
proper cmployment, and fly to something alto-
gether unsuitable to the time. Are there not
many: in-this world to remind us of the restless
insect that.buzzes sbout our rooms, from one
thing to another, getting good of none? Many
arich man, with titles and'lands, is alas in the
eyesof the angels of God, but as a useless
buzzing fly, And what are they in the eyes
of God? It is awful to think how
much of life is thus wasted in attempting to
do many things, and actually doing nothing.
The iliustration may be trifling; but itis a
desdly taifiing that neods such an illustration.
Then, on the other hand, itis a common
enough case to do things in hours of amuse-
ment or vacancy without any heart, languidly,
westily, because the time must be filled up
somehow. Does God; giva time merely ta be
destrayed ? Let your heart, appear-in, all that
youdo. Let thers be mo trifling at heart
however trifiing the occasion.  Itis uaworthy
ofa Christian. You can dignify any occupa-
tion by.doing it. heartily, as,wnto. thy Lord
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You will obtain a reward for & cup oficold water
even from the Lord, when it is given from the
heart. And who can doubt that courtesy snd
gentleness and all the means and ways by
which we give and reccive pleasure in social
intercourse ape in like manuer blessed of God.
Religion is not writing and speaking sermons
in public or private ; it is not talk! that is only
the means to it. Religion is iife, coming out
in all ways and felt by every one who gmw&
near to be good and holy speaking Kkindness
from the eyes as well as from the mouth, and
peace {from the brow, and radiantall over with
the blessing of God. The lifothat shews this,
uxconscious constant influonce, that radiates.
holiness and love steady and pure, ;may not.be
busy life, but it will be a life like Christ's not-
withstanding ! religion shewing itself in peace-
ful diligence and quiet enjoyment, and ever
moulding others.to its own likeness. Amen.

The Bible alone reveals to us a remedy
for this greatest earthly ill. It opens to
us a fountain of living water, of which,
if a man drink, he shall never thirst. It
shows the prisoner the only way of es-
cape to that blessed land where “there is
no more death.”

“Thanks be unto God, who giveth us
the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ.” :

The Bible is the book which alone can,
sustain the mind in adversity, for it bas
God for its author, salvation for its end,.
and truth, without any mixture of errer,
for its matter.—Locke.

Trust not sc much in the comforts of
God, as to the God of comforts. The
greatest temptation Satan hath for the
Christian is his comforts.—ZLutker.

The Scriptures teach us the best way
of living, the noblest way of suffering,
and the most comfortable way of dying.
—Flavel.

The more  .ree of righteousness is
shaken by ...e wind, the more it i3 root-
ed in Christ. :
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YARIETY, UNITY, ACTIVITY.

BY REV, A. N. SOMMERVILLE, GLASGOW.

- Clirist’s Garden is distinguished for its
variety. “A garden encosed is My
sister, My spouse : a spring shut up, &
fountain sealed. Thy plants are an
orchard of pomegranates, with pleasant
fruits: camphire, wih spikenard and
eaffeo ;s ; calamnus and cinnamon, with all
trees of frankincense ; myrrh and  aloes,
with all the chief spices; a founain of
gardens, a well of living waters, and
streams from Lebanon” (Cant. iv. 12-15.)

Who does not know that Christ’s
Charch is to be made up of & multitude
whom no man can pumber, of all nations
and kindreds and proples and tongues ?
In {lis gavden Christ will have speci-
mens of all kinds of sinners gathered
frora the world, to illustrate the efficacy
of His blood and the power of sovereign
grace. They shall be brought from the
wenry kingdoms of Europe; from the
wild steppes and teeming cities of Asia ;
from the interior of down-trodden Afriea ;
from the “icy mountains” of Greenland ;
from the plains of thriving Canada ; from
the energetic States of North America ;
from the voleanic regions of Mexico and
Guatemala ; from the rivers’ banks and
pampas of Brazil and La Plata; from
the cold tracts of Patagoaio, and from

om the isles

where the canary sing3 wnera

French exile expired, ana where the
sugar-plant rears its stems; from grand
Mudagascar ; from the cinnamnon groves
of Ceylon ; from the gold ficlds of Aus-
tralia ; from the isles where the clove and
nutmeg shed their produce; where the
bread-fruit tree expands its beautitul
leaves ; where the fronds of the cocoa-
nut tree wave over the waters of the
Pacific ; and where the bird of paradise
flutters among the branches. .

. But this is not all. . "There i3 & charm-
ing variety in Chrst’s garden, arising

from diversity in the display and develop-
ment of grace in those planted within its
enclosure. In this garden you will find
she vine with its fruitfulness; the live
with its fatness; the fig-tree with its
swetness; the pomegranate with its
juices; the orange with its “vegetable
gold” Here we have the beautiful rose;
there the graceful and delicate lily;
yonder the calamus and trees of frankin-
cense. Of Christ’s plants, some are
more distinguished for their form ; others
for their brilliant bloom ; others for their
fragrance ; others for their useful quali-
ties. Some stand out conspicuously, und
are scen most to advantage when grow-
ing by themsel e ; others rejoice in the
sympathy of their kind and look pret-
tiest when seen in a group. Some thrive
best on the moist soil of afHiction ; some
even prefer the old borders of the snow;
others spring fr n the crevices of the
rock, and climb vigorously over difficul-
ties fand oppo~..ion. Some demand a
sunny exposure, and spread over the wall,
Some need the rill of living water to be
ever flowing at their roots. Some,
orchid-like, contrive to live almost with-
out visible means of sustenance at all;
others retreat into shady nooks and
caves, “strengthened unto all patience
and long-suffering with joyfulness.”

M1t is probable that the protuse variety
in the development of grace in different
individuais is dué iz paii iv the diversity
of natural constitution with which grace
comes in contact. Here we find Abel
with His righteousness, and Enoch with
his holy walk ; Noah, with his steadfast-
ness ; Abraham, with his faith; Sarah,
with her wifely reverence ; Melchisedee,
grandest, as I take it, of the sons of Ham;
the servant Xliezer, with his conscien-
tiousness; Isaac, with his fear of the
Lord ; Rebecea, with her alacrity at the
call of God ; Jacob, with his power in
prayer ; Joseph, with his filial and frater-
nal love; Job, the Gentile, with his
patience ; Moses, the lawgiver, with his
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meekness; Aaron, with Lis stillness under
the rod of God ; Miriam, with her tim-
brel f praise, and cll her “jubilee sing-
ers” by the sea ; Joshua, with his) cour-
age; Jethro, the Midianite, with his
sagacity ; Caleb, with his full following
of the Lord; Hinehas, with his zeal;
Rabab, of Jericho, who received God’s
messengers wi.h peace.  Iere are Jabez
the honorable, with his largeness of re-
quest ; Deborah, with her patriotism®
Gideon, with bhis magnanimity ; Ruth,
the Moabitess, with lier attachment to
God’s people; Hannab, wio !rought
up her child to abide before the Lord for
ever; old Eli, whotrembled for the ark
of God; and Samuel, with his single-
ness of heart ; lovely Jonathan, with his
disinterestedness ; David with his many-
coloured Jexperience ; Obed-edom, who
welcomed the ark within his house;
Heman, afflicted from youth upward, yet
ever clinging to his God; towering
Solomon, with his wisdom ; the boy Abi-
jah, a lily of the valley, taken from the
thorns ; Jehoiada, the venerable, who
dic good in Israel, both toward God and
toward his house. Here Elijah, wih
hig fearlessness of man ; and klisha, with
kis faithfulness amid prevalent apostacy;
the ‘Shunamite with her contentment;
prickly Jonah, abasing self, but aye ex-
alting God ; Amos, the wild rose from
the pastures o f Tekoa ; Hezekiah, with
his zodly sincerity ; Dlanasseh, erimson-
¢d with the deep flush of repentance ;
Josiah, with his tenderness of heart;
Jsainh, all aglow with the promises of
God ; Jeremish, with his plaintiveness ;
Ezekiel, dark with divine mysteries;
Habakkuk, bright with his joy in God ;
Daniel, with his intrepid decision ; and,
near;him, three noble plants—Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-nego, with their un-
faltering loyalty to God ; Ezra, with Lis
delight in the law of the Lord; Nehe-
miah, the governor, with his nobility of
soul ; and queenly Esther, withher care
for the children of her people.

And over a little way, Mary of Naz-
ereth with her lowliness ; and old Simeon
with his lively hope; John the DBaptist.
with his uncompromising fidelity ; in-
genuous Andrew, with his brotherly re-
gard ; Nathaniel, with his guilelessness :
Nicodemus, rich and learned, with his
earnest inquiry after truth; the Samar-
itan pitcher plant, wiik her tiny vessels
of living water the eenturion of Caper-
naum, with his humility ; the demoniac
of Decapolis, with his enthusiasm ; the
Gyrophenician, with her importunity -
Peter with his ardour John with his as-
surance of his Master's love; Mary of
Bethany, with her blessed choice; the
woman of the city, with gratitude’s deli-
cate perfume; the beggar Bartimaeus.
with hig inflexiable resolution ; Zaccheus.
the publican, with his promptness «
receive the Lord ; the malefactor, like
the flowering Cereus, blooming in the
darkness of Calvary; Mary Magdalene,
the rose of the resurrection morn; Stephen
with his martyr's crown; Dorcas, with
her charities to the widowed and the
poor; the Ethiopian treasurer, with his
simplicity ; Cornelius of Caesares, chief
captain of all the Gewles; Paul, with
his absorbing devo a to the cross of
Clnist ; good Ba  .oas, with his gladness
at the ruccess  others; Timothy, with
his unselfish  adiness to serve; Eunice
who taught her child the Scriptures from
his youth ; Lydia, with ber kindness to
the servants of Jesus; the gaoler of
Philippi, in one night blossoming with
&1l bis house apoutos, w-.. ais mighti
ness in the Scriptures; Aquila and 1'ris
cilla, who had a church in their bouse ;
Corinthian Gaius, with his hospitality .
beloved Persis, who laboured much i
the Lord ; gentle Epaphroditus with hi
pastoral sensibility ; Epaphras, the Colos-
gian azalea, white all over with snow-
flowers of intersession ; Philemon, who
refreshed the howels of the saints,

Onesiphorus, who cheered Christ’s pris-

" onera.in their chains ; Jobn Mark, expand-
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‘ng into full beauty in the autumn of his
'uys Luke with his friendship that no
vials could impair; the elect lady and
ier charming sons; and, not to speak of
f 2 host of other»;, that pretty ‘flower
ed whom Jesus took up in His arms,
sut His hands upon, and blessed.

Oh, exquisite variety ! exquisite vari-
»ty ! (I think I can witness specimens of
‘t at this moment around and before me,
~here ¥ stand.) All within Christ’s
~arden a. * sinners ; they are saved by
.he same Saviour, washed in the same
blood, regenerated by the same Spirit,
<anct fied by the same Word, yet all fof
them differ from each other. Not two
of them are alike. Variety is at once
the lawand beauty of the garden. Amoug
as variety is essential to the idea of a
zarden. Deprive Christ’s garden of iis
variety, and one of its prominent attrac-
tions would be gone. How, then, should
there be jealousy, discord, strife, among
those who are plants in the one garden
of the heavenly King? Shall Ibe in-
flated becsuse I think I possess some
quality in which I perceive a brother to
be defective ? or shall my bosorn rankle
with envy because I descern some excel-
iency to be in another which is awanting
a myself? The discovery of gracious
raits in others, which are lacking in
wrselves, is one method by which ful-
ilment of the precept is secured—“In
owliness of mind, let each esteem other
retter than themselves. ?

The garden of Jesus Christ is the one
slace whero rancour, dissension, feud,
ind bitterness, should be unknown. 1t
is the Paradise on earth, which Jesus
would have the world to gather around,
so as to behold something of heaven
within, that thereby his own claims as
Saviour and King should be recognized.
‘The one mark selected by Himself, by
which He would have His garden make
umpression on the world is, that it should
present the embodiment of love. “A
new commandment I give unto you,

The Monthly Record of the Chureh of Scotland.

That ve love one another. By this shall
all men know that ye are My disciples,
if ye have loved one another.”

THE LAW OF TRUTH IS VIOLATED
—— <

Whea we state as true what we de
not know to betrue; ‘

When we iutentionally produce a false
impression ;

When we find that- we have, though
undesignedly, onveyed a false impres-
sion. and do not hasten to correct it;

When we state a matter in the least
degree different from the shape 1t has in
our own minds ;

When in the statement of what may
be true in fact, we purposely omit any
circumstances which are necessary to a
correct apprehension of the truth ;

‘When we exaggerate or extenuate any
of those circumstances;

When we purposely arrange the facts
of a true representation in such a manner
as to deceive;

‘When, with intention to deceive, we -
accompany a statement with a look of
the eye, a tone of the voice, 2 motion of
the head, or anything which may influ.
ence the mind, and conduce to a false
impression ;

W hen we answer a question evasively,
50 &3 to deceive, under the secret pretence
that. the inquirer has no right to know
the truth; :

‘When bv word or act we create an
expectatxon which we do not intend to
fulfil

When we create an expectation which
though we intend to fulfil it we after~
wards fail to fulfil, without due care to
explain the cause of the failure;

When we do not fulfil a promise in
every respect precisely a3 we supposed;
the promise was understood ;

-When we fulfil a contract or promise
in every particuiar, asto ¢ime, and make
no effort, show no disposition to.give
early notice that the delay was unavoid~
able.~The Watchman and Reflector.
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The Wonthly Reenrd,

JANUARY, 1877.

‘We have to thank those agents and
friends who have promptly forwarded
payments for the present year. We
can scarcely say that we are thankful to.
those wha have not yet paid for the past
year. We are ashamed to say. that in
Pictou town there are quite a number
who have not banded their subscriptions
to Mr.Hislop. They will please do so
atonce, and at the sawme time pay for
1877, or we will be likely to come down
much harder on them the next time we
happen to hear of their delinquencies.

The present number will be sent to
the same parties, and in the same num-
ters, as last year, except where any
change has been intimated. Agents
will please send a Post Card immediate-
Iy, or rather a Registered letter with the
amount enclosed. Atall events we wish
to hear from them without delay so that
the list may be complete for the Febru-
ary issue.

We hogpe to issue the February No,
within a forinight, reserving tiil then
notices of the various Presbyterial visita-
tions held during this month, and other
local news of the church.

‘We have great pleasure in giving.our
readers the admirable sermon by Rev.
D. McKay preached at Cape John, and
published by request of the Presbytery

OBITUARY.
For the Record:

1t is our painful duty to. record the
death of Alexander McDonald, Esq., of
the firm of McDonald Brothers, manu-
facturers, Hopewell. His death was
the result of a sad accident which hap-
pened to him on the 9th of November,

1x

exactly two months previous to his
death, which necessitated the amputa~
tion of the injured leg. In spite of the
skill and constant attention of his phy-
sicians. and the unwearied nursing of a
devoted wife and daughter and other,
relatives and friends, he at length suc-
cumbed to the ruthless destroyer, after
having borne his terrible sufferings with
wonderful patience and Christian resig-
nation. He will be long missed in
Hopewell, where he was a most useful
and prominent member of the commu-
nity, and in West Branch congregation
of which he was an elder. Mr. Me-
Donald’s extraordinary enterprise and’
industry are well known to sll who
were acquainted with him, and the in-
telligence and devotion with which he
entered into religious duties as evidenced
by his delight in taking part in prayer
meetiugs andin Sabbath School work,
will not soon be forgotten by the inhabi-
tants of Hopewell. Of noone could it
be more truly said that while active in.
business, he was fervent in spirit, serving
the Lord. Mr. McDonald wasa native
of Hopewell, and died in the 55th year °
of his age. ‘

His funeral 00k place on Thursday,
the 21th inst., and so universally wag
he esteemed and beloved, and so gene-
rally was his death bewailed thatit was
rightly conjectured that the attendauce
at the funeral would be so great that it
was proposed that the funeral service
should toke place in Hopewell Church,
which is near the residence of the de-
ceased. This was done, and atthe ape
pointed bour the large church was filled
by a congregation of sincere mourners,
amongst whom were the widow and
daughter of the deceased. The funerak
services which were of a most solemn.
character, wereconducted by the Rewv.
P- Galbraith, minister of West. Branch
Church. Inthe introductory part of
his address he alluded to the deceased
somevwhat as follows:
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“My dear friends : you ave all dvabt-
3ess impressed with the sams feeling
a8 myself, that we are met together in
this Church to-day, under unusually

inful and solemn circumstances.

ere are sad hearts amongst us here
this day, hearts that are overwhelmed
with grief by reason of a most
affecting family bereavement. Through-
eut the whole community too there is
# upiversal feeling of sadness for the
Yo0ss of one who occupied a prominent

ition in this place; who was gener-
ally beloved for his many good qualities,
and universally admired for his uncom-
mon intelligence. The sad occurrence
which has at length terminated fatally,
and his comparatively early death, have
made a deep and painful impression
upon all thronghoht this disirict. Would
t0 God thatimpression may prove last-
ing and productive of good to many,
Jeading them to seek shelter in that
Rock of Ages where, we rejoice to
know, our departed brother had long
foqnd & sure refuge and an everlasting
shelter. In his sad death there is not
one of us, I am sure, but feels that he
has lost a dear and valued friend; and
we have all this day to deplore the loss
of one who will be long greatly missed
in.our churches, and throughout the
whole community. Many good qualities
he-must have had to endear himself as
he- did to all who knew him, as is evid-
ent from the deep gloom that prevailed
all around on the occurrence of his sad
accident, from the anxious enquiries
made, and the expressions of sorrow
evinced by all during his fatal illness,
and from the large numbers who have
coine here this day to pay their last res-
pects to his memory. I feei that I am
about the least competent in all the place
to'speak of our departed friend, having
known him for so short atime. But
during that short time I experienced
enough of his kindness and warm-
heartedness to make me love him almost

83 a brother.. If then, we who are out-
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side of his fumily connexion thus mourn
his loss, what must be the feclings of
those afflicted ones wha have bzen bereft
of a loving ‘and tender husband anl
parent and brotier ?  God com'ort and
support them in this dark hoar!”

At the close of the service, all present
passed slowly round and took a last look
at the remains of the deceased; ani
many a silent tear dropped at the thought
of that active brain and that once fluent
tongue being now for ever stilled in
death. ‘T'heburial procession which was
of immense length, was then formed,
and proceeded with the remains of the
deceased to West Branch church-yard
where they were deposited in the tamily
burying ground.

PRECIOUS STONES.

‘When goods increase, they ave increased that
eat them :and what pood is there to the
owners thereof, saving the beholding of tnem
with their eves ?’—EccrLesiasTes v. 11.
A rich nobleman was once showing a

friend great collection of precious
stones, whose value was almost beyond
counting. There were diamonds, and
pearls, and rubbies, and gems from al-
most every country on the globe, which
had been gathered by their possessor by
the greatest labour and expense. *And
yet,” he remarked, “they yield me no
ncome.”

His friend replied that he lhad two
stones, which cost him but five pounds
each, yet they yiclded him a very con-
siderable annual income. And he led
him down to the mill and pointed to the
two toiling grey mill-stones. They were
laboriously crushing the grain into snowy
flour, for the use of huadreds who de-
pended on this wcrk for their dasily
bread. Those two dull homely stones
did more good in the world, and raised lar-
ger income, than all thenobleman’sjewels.

So it is with idle treasure everywhere:
it is nobody any good. 'While poor souls
are dying of thirst, the money is hoard-
ed and hid away which might take the
water of life tothem.—Biblical Treasury
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The following statement has becn pre-
pared on behalf of the Presbyterian
Church of Canada, and forwarded to the
Convener of our Colonial Committee in
order to be laid before the Church at
home. Notwitlstanding its length, it
scems due to iis impoita' ce, and the
interest of its information regarding the
Canudian Church, to present it as fully
as possible to our readers.

“The territory over which our Charch
¢xtends I8 almost equal in area to the
continent of Europe. The Church has,
therefore, found 1t necessary 1o sub-uivide
it into two sections—the castern and the
western—and has subdivided the com-
mittees of its vaiious schemes according-
Iy. ‘These cections, and the claims of
each, must be presented separately for
your consideration.

“I. Our Eastern field embraces the
four provinces of Newfoundland, Prince
Edward Island. Nova Scotia, and New
Brunswick, tegether with the Bermudas.
So far as work of a strictly missionary
character is ccncerned, the last numed
may be omitted. This colony belongs
ecclesiastically to the Presbytery of
Halifax, Nova Scotia, and & minister has
gone to it this year from Nova Scotia;
but it 1as been fie chasge on our funds
and has made scarcely any demand upon
us for church extension or missionary
work on any of the islands that constitute
the group.

“The four provinces above named have
a population of nearly one million, one-
fifth of whom are professedly Presbyter-
ian. To meet the wants of this popula-
tion we should have three hundred min-
iste's. 1t ought pot to be forgotten that
an average of one thousand souls toa
minister means immensely more of neces-
sary toil with us than In Scotland, or the
north of Ireland. We have few cities.
The great mass of the population is in
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rural distric's. The country is almoat
everywhere sparsely settled, and a hand-
ful of people may be dispersed among
several stations at great distances from
each otler; while the Presbyterians,
exceptin twoor three counties, are min-
gled among a more numerous population
of other denominations. Almost every
settled minister has, therefore, to do
much home mission work, while outside
of the organised congregation is our great
home mission field. In these four mari-
time provinces our actual strength as &
Church is 156 settled ministers, and 36

"vacant charges ; from 10 to 12 mission~

aricson the list of our home mission
board, and 30 catechists, who labour
chiefly in the summer months. Toshow
the full strength of Presbyterianism in
this field, it should be added that in one
county o* Nova Scotia, settled chiefly by
Highlanders from the north of Scotland
are 10 ministers who still retain a nomin-
al connection with the Church of Scot-
land, and in other co: nties 5 ministers of
the Reformed DTPresbyterian Church.
The sphere of these bodies is necessarily
local, and their responsibilities are limit-
ed to their respective localities. On us
as a Church is the responsibility of car-
ing for the spiritual necessities of the
maritime provinces, aind of supporting
systematically all the missions hat &
vigorous Church, co-extensive with the
land, must undertake.

“In the province of Newfoundland we
are weak. Before the union, consum-
mated in 1875, there was not even a
Presbytery there. One has been form-
ed since the union, and in the spring of
this year the Home Micsion Board sent
to a well-qualifiedl ordained missionary,
who bad been labouring at a district in
the island, bundreds of miles distant
from St. John’s and Harbour Grace,
where are our only organised congrega-
tions.

“In the provinces of Nova Scotia and

-

Prince Edward Island lies our maim
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strength. Had we to care for the spiri-
-tual interest of these provinces only.
ithere wonld be no need of appeal for
.men or money from us to any other
Church. In the prevince of New Bruns-
wick there is a very extensive home
mission field, and sn no part of it is there
s large homogeneous Presbyterian
population as in Nova Scotia and Prince
Edward lsland.

“Our congregations often consist of
four, five, or more stations, at consider-
able distance apart. In each station
i3 a handful of families, composed of im-
migrants from New England, the North
of Ircland, and Scotland, or the descen-
dants of the original settlers, who are
struggling to maintain ordinances amid
difficulties enough to weary out any but
the strongest faith and hope. In some
districts recent colonies from Scotland,
Ireland, Iceland, &c, bhave been formed.
These newly-arrived bands require every
shilling they bring with them to procure
‘the bare necessaries of life.  Our Church
must provide for them the ordinance of
-religion, or their children must grow up
s adherents of Churches less pure than
the Church of their fathers, or ecome
through neglect of ordinances, ignorant
of and careless about the Gospel alto-
gether.  While we gladly welcome such
immigrants to cur shores, and, as a
Church, do all in cur power to follow
them with the Gospel, we doubt not that
parent Churches will a so acknowledge
¢heir cluim, and will follow them with
iprayer and such ministrations as chall
meet their spiritual necessities most ef-
fectusally.

“What, then, is the work that our
‘Church bas to gird itself up for over
these maritime provinces? All the in-
terior and exterior work that an inde-
pendent Church in an independent
field has to undertake. We must
#rain our young men for ‘the min-
istry, and to accomplish this we have to
-establish and equip suitable educational
nstitations, As the Government of
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Novs Scotia was not in a position to en-
dow a colleze without our co-operation,
we have had to raise 'a ‘capital sum of
about £15,000 for this purpose. This
has hitherto prevented us from coneen-
trating our energies on onr Halifax
Theological Hall. To maintain it in
efficiency, at least €1300 a-year are
required. We have also a bursary
fund to assist deserv ngstudents. While
the establishment of an inatitation for
the training a native ministry is not so
showy as direct- missionary work, it is
indispensable to our existence. We
have, therefore, to a knowledge with
special gratitude that the Colonial Com-
nittee of the Church of Scotlanl pays
the salary of one of the professors. Not
only for the supply of ministers is the
Hall a necessity, but experience has
shown that the best catechists we can
get are our divinity students, whom we
employ for six moaths of the year.
“To carry on our home mission opera-
tions, and to supplement the stipends of
ministers in new settlements and wesk
congregations, we require £2000 a-year.
For the assistance of this work given
us inthe pastby the Irish Church, the
Free Church of Scotland, and the Es-
tablished Church, we are most grateful,
It is only right to mention here that,
though the necessities of our own field
are clamant, wedo not shut our earsto
the cry of the heathen abroad. Our
missionaries are to be found in the South
Seas, among the coolies of Trinidad and
in India. And with regard to our work
at home, we are also establishing a
Widows’ and Orphans’ Fand, an aged
and infirm Ministers’ Fund, and are
making strenuous efforts for the evange-
lisation of our French Roman Catnclic
fellow-countrymen, besides aiding Bible
Society and general colportage work.
«We have no lands, no endowments;
no grants from the Government, and
we are a new Chareh, called upon todo
everything at once.  Our organized con-
gregations, whose membership on an
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average is about one-half or one-third of
thet of ordinary Scottish congregations
bave to do everything for themselves
before they can do anything for others.
They are, however, a willing people,
and give according to their means liber-
ally. 8till, on account of many cir-
cumstances incident to a new state of
-society, many of our country ministers
-xeceive only from £80 to £120 a-year
thongh almost every one of them is oblig-
ed to keep a horse to travel between
-the stations of his sparsely-settled and
widley-extended parish. Some of these
ministers are from Scotland or Ireland
~now aged men, who have toiled among
their fellow-countrymenin astrange land
with but scint acknowledgment of their
life-long servicss. Others are sons of
our soul, filled with missionaty zeal equal
‘to that which sustains the men who go
88 the Church’s representatives to the
heathen world.

“If asked to specify how the Churches
at home can best aid us, we would,
simply for the purpose of aiding your
own considerations of the subjec’, indicate
the followi.g ways, viz :—

“(1) Assisting us to maintain a Divin-
ity Hall ;

“(2) Assisting in our Home Mission
and Supplementing work ; and

“(3) Not least, by sending us men to
supply our vacant congregations.

#.“From the day that one of your licen-
tiates, duly commissioned by you, lands
on our shores, our Home Mission Board
will be responsible for his board, lodging
and sufficient remuneration for his serv-
ices. He can rema'n connected with
the Home Mission Board for five years ;
but the great probability is that in less
than five months he will be duly called
and settled.

. “To sum up. In our opinion the best
way to aid the eastern section of the
Church is by continuing Professor Pol-
lock’s salary, and by a grant in aid.of

he Clurch of Scotland. 1
our Home Mission and Supplementing
Fund. :

“The best way to aid the western sec
tion (after allowing Professor Macker.a:
to wind up existing obligations toward:
misgjonaries and catechists) is to continuc
the grant to Queen’s College—to assist
the Home Mission and Supplementing
Committee—and more especially to give
a grant for mission work and for the
College in Manitoba.

“Both eastern ard western sections
would valee men more than money.
‘We cannot at present enter in at half
the doors which are standing wide open
tor us. 'loevery man of fair abilities
and of missionary spirit we offer abun-
dant work and a cordial invitation to
come over and help us to lay the founda-
tion and build the walls of a great state,
and to cement ‘hem with those religious
principles without which no state can
endure —We have the honour to remain
yours always.

“Georee M. Grant, M. A., Convener of
KEastern Sectionof Home Mission Comumittee.
“P. 8. M‘GrEGOR, D. D)., Secretary-Treasurer
of the Lastern Section.
“WiLriax  Cocuraxg, D. D., Convener o
Western Section of heme mission committee,

“J. II. Mackerras, M. A. Convener of corre-
spanding commiitee of the late Synod of 1_he
Presbyterian Church of Canada in connection
with the Church of Scotland.”’

The Adiles among the Romans had
their doors always standing open, that
all who had petitions might have free
access to them. The door of heaven is
alwaysopen for the prayers of God’s
people.— Watson.

God looks not at the oratory of your
prayers, how clegant they be ; nor at the
meometry of your prayers, how long
they may be ;nor at the arithmetic of
your prayers, how many they may be ;
nor atthe logic of your prayers, how
methodical they be ; but the sincerity of
then Ile looks at—Brooks.
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Rev. W. McMillan,............. Saltsprings.
Huph McLean,... West River Station.
Robt. Maxwell,.. Lime Rork, W R.
Xenneth Sutherla; .Watervale, W. R.

James McLeeod,.... ....Saltsprings. Johu Fraser,......ccc000000e.... Glongar
Geo. Sutherland,..... ..Six Mile Broek.  Jolin Ross,........ ..Scotch Hi
James Hislep,......... T Picton. Alex’r McQuarrie,. .Hardwood Hill
POBMRRSIOT, e e eeeeevennnnn.e...Now Glasow., Wm. A. McDonald,. .Kempton, Col. Co,
Postmaster, ...... ceeereeenas veo.Stellarten,  Alex’r McKentzie,...........Carriboo Island,
Pestinaster,........ PO, eeenne Westvills. Wm. McDonald, Elder,...........Gairloch,
Rev. A.J. MacKichan,......Barney’s River. James McKay, Esq,.....c.n... . Earltows,
Geo. Gunm,....... eevanes ceeeniases Trure. - Rev. P. Galbraith,...............Hopewell,
Rev.J. W. Fraser,.......ccco.... Scotsburs. Denald Gray,....pcccuuv.......Capo John,
John McKenzie,. ... ...oovennes.e Scombarn.  Alex’r Frasor,..c.e0eeuerns.. +Teney River,
John McLean,......co00ueee .. Roger’s Hill. Rev. W. Stewart,...... McLennan’s Brook,
Alex’r McDonald, B. S.......... cotsbura. Wm. M. McPherson,.....McPherscn's Mills,
John MeKay,. Elder,............. Miilville. Sutherland’s River. :
Alex'r McLellan,..... eeeiereaas Millville. Kenneth J. McKentzie,....... W. B. R. John,
Alex’r McDonald, Elder,.. ... W. R. Station. Robert Douglass,......... oo oos Jogansville.
Daniel McKenzie,.......0voevee.. Guirlech. Wm. McLeod,.... Tatamagouche River, Col,
John Sutherland,............... Mill Brook. Murdoch Mc&enzie,..... Upper Nortk River.
James McLeod,....ovvuiiiennnnnn Glengary. Capt. Angus Camoron, River Inhabitants, C.B
John Mc¢Donsld, (Merchant)........ Picton. Allan McQuarrie,........ Cape Mabhou, C. B.
John Sutherland,......... Three Mile House. Geo. Baillie,........ ....Port Hastings, C.B.
John Grant,..oovee vuuenn. Trish Mountsin. Josepk Hart, Esq......... J.Baddeck, CI'B.
ung’ McDougall, Loch Side St Peter’s, C.B Angus M(‘KR'V, ........ Plainfield, ?icloﬁ"Co. <
Wm. Grant, (Tanner) ,,,,,,,,,,, Spﬁngyi".‘ Rev. R. M(-Cunn,. cesveee ... River J.Ql!l.
A. Mcl orald, (Piper).........e. Bridgvitle, W.G.Pender,..oooiaiaian... ... Halifax,
» Alex’r McDonald, (Loy).ecenoens. Bridgville. Neil McD) nald,..............Lake Awslie,
Chas Fraser,......c.000nee. £t, Pauis, E. B

Alex’r McDonald,,...cc0.e0o..Sunny Bras,
8amucl Fraser,..ovveeiecocese. . Blmsvi

Geo McLe oo West River
... Ceotch HIIL
oeoe..Carribos

.

Murdoch McKenzie, Thres Brooks, Carribee
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Tt has been arranged that The xonﬂzly Racord of the Church of Scot-
land, in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and adjoining provin zes shall be continued

as last year. -
Ministers will be

following terms :—

kind enough to see that arrangements are made in all our
congregations to have a gubsoriber in overy family according to the

]

Parcels of .5 Copies to one address, .-« .....-...$§1.50.
Parcels of 10 Covies to one address,..----......8$3.00.
( With an extra copy gratis, ns formerly.)------ :
Single copies (throughe Post Office,) potpeid, $0.50.
Agents will please observe that there i no gratis copy with parcels of FIVE.
&%~ Communications for inie_i'tioxi, as well a8 lot$en “on 'bnaiueu o be

addressed to 4@ ., .

BRYV. B. XcCUNN, Biver Johz..



